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LEWISBURG — The reported clo-
sure of  Wood-Mode in Kreamer, Sny-
der County did not go unremarked 
at a Monday night meeting meant to 
discuss the economy.

Rep. Fred Keller (R-85) and Bob 
Garrett, Greater Susquehanna Valley 
Chamber of  Commerce president/
CEO each lamented the sudden news 
at the start of  the Susquehanna Val-
ley Conservatives meeting. Both men 
were on the meeting schedule prior to 
the developments.

Keller called the news of  the cab-

inet maker very sad and estimated 
that 900 employees would be affected 
immediately.

“Let’s be sure to keep them in our 
prayers,” Keller said. “I’ve been in 
contact with Sen. (John) Gordner 
(R-27). Rep. Lynda (Schlegel)-Culver 
(R-108) and I have been working very 
closely with the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Labor, with the chamber 
and Bob Garrett and also with the 
US Department of  Labor and Snyder 
County commissioners to make sure 
we can get resources to the people 
affected by this terrible news.”

Wood-Mode closes
Cabinet maker shutdown to affect 900 workers
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Bob Garrett, Greater Susquehanna Valley 
Chamber of Commerce president/CEO, and Rep. 
Fred Keller (R-85) spoke of the sudden closure of 
Wood-Mode at the Monday night meeting of the 
Susquehanna Valley Conservatives.

BY MATT FARRAND

THE (MILTON) STANDARD-
JOURNAL

MIDDLEBURG — Joe Kantz, 
Snyder County commissioner 
chair, issued a written statement 
after it was learned that Wood-
Mode in Kreamer was closing.

Snyder County 
commissioner 
slams Wood-Mode
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WASHINGTONVILLE — From 
tapping into a tree to extract maple 
sugar, to boiling the product down 
and enjoying the taste, students 
from four counties received a lesson 
on the process of  making maple syr-
up during an educational day held 
Tuesday for middle school students.

Students from 10 schools, and one 
home-schooled group, participated 
in the 21st annual Susquehanna 
Valley Middle School Envirothon, 
held at the Montour Preserve. Maple 

sugaring was one of  several stations 
students visited as part of  their day 
of  environmental education.

Judy Becker, Northumberland 
County Conservation District man-
ager, said middle students from Nor-
thumberland, Union, Snyder and 
Columbia counties participated in 
the annual event.

Students visited stations which 
focused on aquatics, soils, wildlife 
and forestry.

At each station, Becker said a pre-
senter spoke for a few minutes on 
the subject area. The students then 
took a test on what they learned.

Becker noted that the middle 

school Envirothon isn’t as competi-
tive as the one held in April for high 
school students. However, she said a 
variety of  prizes would be awarded 
to the middle schoolers based on 
their test results.

“We want (students) to really 
gain a better appreciation for their 
outside environment,” Becker said. 
“It’s an opportunity for the kids to 
unplug and get outside. The Mon-
tour preserve is such a beautiful 
location.”

She said the maple sugar station 
was not included in the testing 

Students from 4 counties take 
part in 21st annual Envirothon
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Mount Carmel Area students Kristopher Kalvarchick, Jackson Gensemear, Alannah Chapman 
and Robert Watkins focused while studying at the forestry station at Tuesday’s Susquehanna 
Valley Middle School Envirothon.

SUNBURY — In Decem-
ber 1776, the Battle of  
Trenton ended when more 
than 900 Hessian soldiers 
“agreed to lay down their 
arms,” Gen. George Wash-
ington later told John 
Hancock, president of  the 
U.S. Congress. King George 
III had hired the Germans 
to help in suppressing the 

American 
Revolu-
tion.

Follow-
ing their 
defeat at 
Trenton, 
many 
of  these 
Germans 
were tak-

en to Pennsylvania as pris-
oners of  war. One of  them 
was Johannes Schwalm, 
who after the war remained 
in the state and established 
a large family. One of  the 
soldier’s descendants — N. 
Daniel Schwalm, a retired 
Line Mountain school 
teacher — will tell members 
of  the Northumberland 

County Historical Society 
about the experiences of  
his ancestor

Schwalm, a Shamokin 
resident and long-time 
offi cer of  the Johannes 
Schwalm Historical Asso-
ciation (JSHA), will speak 
at the society’s meeting at 

Descendant of Hessian soldier 
to address historical society

SCHWALM
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WASHINGTON — Wilne-
lia Cruz-Ulloa spent the last 
months of  her life in a New 
York City hospital, waiting 
for a donated liver that nev-
er came. Doctors had urged 
the 38-year-old to move to 
another state that has more 
organs to go around. But 
she couldn’t afford to.

Where you live makes 
a difference in how sick 
you have to be to get a 
transplant, or if  you’ll die 
waiting. Now the nation’s 
transplant system is aiming 
to make the wait for livers, 
and eventually all organs, 
less dependent on your ZIP 
code. New rules mandating 
wider sharing of  donated 
livers went into effect Tues-
day despite a fi erce and 
ongoing hospital turf  war 
in federal court.

“Whoever’s sickest 
should have the greatest 
opportunity” for an organ, 
said Dr. Sander Florman, a 
transplant surgeon at New 
York’s Mount Sinai Medical 
Center who helped care for 
Cruz-Ulloa and pushed for 
the change. “This woman 
would be alive if  the new 
rules were in place, or if  
she’d lived somewhere 
else.”

But more than a dozen 
hospitals in parts of  the 
Midwest and South sued 
to block the change, argu-
ing it will endanger their 
patients, especially in rural 
areas, if  livers must be 
shipped further to areas 
with fewer donations. Late 
Monday, a judge in Atlanta 
denied their request to put 
the rules on hold until the 
legal challenge is decided. 
The next day, those hospitals 

New liver 
transplant 
rules begin 
amid fight 
over fairness
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ELYSBURG — The Ralpho Township Board of  
Supervisors approved Tuesday more than $314,000 
worth of  bids for projects intended to improve town-
ship streets.

Supervisors unanimously approved at their reg-
ular meeting low bids to pave three streets, tar and 
chip two others and make various improvements to 
Horizon Drive, which has experienced runoff  issues 
for more than 10 years.

Supervisors opened four bids that included a base 
bid for paving Somerset Avenue, Alpha Avenue and 
Hickory Street and an alternate bid to pave an area 
near the Elysburg Playground.

The base bids ranged from $60,230 to $77,790; the 
alternative bids ranged from $56,465 to $77,375.

After some discussion whether to accept one or 

Ralpho Twp. supers 
approve more than 
$314,000 in road work
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