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SHAMOKIN — Church-
es throughout the area 
observed Palm Sunday, 
the day of  Jesus Christ’s 
triumphal entry into Jeru-
salem, riding upon a lowly 
donkey while crowds of  
people waved palm fronds. 
Since that historic event 
over 2,000 years ago, the 
tradition of  handing out 

palm branches at the con-
clusion of  church services 
has become commonplace.

The natural beauty of  
the long, thin, bright-green 
branches makes them a 
favorite to display. Yet it’s 

the message behind Palm 
Sunday that truly makes 
it special for Christians 
everywhere.

At St. John’s United 
Church of  Christ, Pastor 
Rose Shepley shared her 

thoughts on the signifi -
cance of  Palm Sunday.

“The hope and promise 
found in the waving and 
laying down of  the palms 
is that God’s salvation is 
made available to all of  
us as believers in Jesus 
Christ. It allows us to 
become part of  a heav-
enly community, which 
we weren’t born into but 
receive through faith in 
Christ,” she said.

Pastor Sam Derr, of  the 
First Baptist Church, also 
addressed his congrega-
tion, sharing a Palm Sun-
day message.

“When it comes to 
Palm Sunday, it’s all about 

ROAD TO EASTER
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Gary Christ hands out palm branches to Barbara Heim, of Coal Township, following the morning 
Palm Sunday service at St. John’s United Church of Christ in Shamokin.

Christians celebrate 
promise of the palms

“WHEN IT COMES TO PALM SUNDAY, 
IT’S ALL ABOUT PEOPLE PRAISING 

GOD.”

Sam Derr, pastor, First Baptist Church
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Powerful storms swept 
across the South on Sunday 
after unleashing suspected 
tornadoes and fl ooding 
that killed at least eight 
people, injured dozens and 
fl attened much of  a Texas 
town. Three children were 
among the dead.

Nearly 90,000 customers 
were without electricity 
in Texas, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Georgia as of  midday 
Sunday, according to www.

poweroutage.us as the 
severe weather left a trail of  
destruction.

Two children were killed 
on a back road in East 
Texas when a pine tree fell 
onto the car in which they 
were riding in a severe 
thunderstorm Saturday 

near Pollok, about 150 miles 
southeast of  Dallas.

The tree “fl attened the 
car like a pancake,” said 
Capt. Alton Lenderman of  
the Angelina County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce. The children, 
ages 8 and 3, were dead at 
the scene, while both par-

ents, who were in the front 
seat, escaped injury, he said.

At least one person was 
killed and about two dozen 
others were injured after a 
suspected tornado struck 
the Caddo Mounds State 
Historic Site in East Texas 
during a Native American 
cultural event in Alto, about 
130 miles southeast of  Dal-
las. Cherokee County Judge 
Chris Davis said the fatality 
that was reported was of  
a woman who died of  her 
critical injuries.

Storms sweep across the South
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Leslie Harrington 
kneels down to help 
a former neighbor and 
family friend look for 
jewelry in her 
destroyed home along 
Seely Drive outside of 
Hamilton, Mississippi, 
after a deadly storm 
moved through the 
area on Sunday.

Authorities: 8 killed, dozens injured
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“WE’RE LIVING, AND                                     
GOD HAS BLESSED US.”

Robert Scott, of Mississippi, who, along with his 
wife, survived a tornado Saturday night
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KULPMONT — On Palm Sunday evening, the congre-
gation and visitors at First United Methodist Church were 
treated to a powerful musical performance titled “Born 
for This,” which depicted the passion of  Jesus Christ.

The program, presented by Lift Your Spirits Perform-
ing Arts (LYSPA), a non-profi t theatre group based in 
Ashland, used real-life visual imagery to depict Jesus’ life 
from his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, his suffering 
and death on the cross, to his burial and victorious resur-
rection from the grave.

‘Born for This’
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Members of the cast of Lift Your Spirits Performing 
Arts wave palm branches with the congregation 
of First United Methodist Church of Kulpmont 
during Sunday evening’s musical presentation of 
Jesus’ passion, titled “Born for This.”

Passion play stirs 
hearts of faithful
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WASHINGTON — It has the makings of  a new 
Cold War, or worse.

The deep chill in U.S.-Russian relations is stirring 
concern in some quarters that Washington and Mos-
cow are in danger of  stumbling into an armed con-
frontation that, by mistake or miscalculation, could 
lead to nuclear war.

American and European analysts 
and current and former U.S. military 
offi cers say the nuclear superpowers 
need to talk more. A foundational arms 
control agreement is being abandoned 
and the last major limitation on stra-
tegic nuclear weapons could go away 
in less than two years. Unlike during 
the Cold War, when generations lived 

under threat of  a nuclear Armageddon, the two mili-
taries are barely on speaking terms.

“During the Cold War, we understood each other’s 
signals. We talked,” says the top NATO commander 
in Europe, U.S. Army Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, who 
is about to retire. “I’m concerned that we don’t know 
them as well today.”

The US and 
Russia need 
to talk more, 
military says

SCAPARROTTI
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