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INDIANS GOOD LUCK

HARRY DEITZ/FOR THE NEWS-ITEM

The driver of a large tri-axle dump truck escaped serious injuries Thursday afternoon when the 
10-wheeler CAT went off a two-lane highway onto the front yard of a private residence and over-
turned on its side, spilling a cargo of unprocessed coal onto the porch and front lawn of the 
property. State police from Stonington investigated the accident which occurred around 1:48 p.m. 
at 3422 Lower Road in West Cameron Township. The driver was identified as Guy Eugene Minier, 
64, of West Cameron. Police said he suffered a slight laceration of the head, but did not require 
medical attention. East Cameron and Trevorton firefighters responded to the scene. Police said 
the driver had picked up a load of coal and was en-route to Muncy for processing. His truck went 
off the right side of the rural route and hit soft grass along the front of the property occupied by 
Evelyn Lands. The 10-wheeler then tipped over on its right side. Cleanup operations were per-
formed before the scene was cleared late Thursday afternoon.

Tri-axle truck overturns in front of home

BY JONATHAN DREW

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WILMINGTON, N.C. — The big slosh 
has begun, and the consequences could be 
disastrous.

Hurricane Florence’s leading edge bat-
tered the Carolina coast Thursday, bending 
trees and shooting frothy sea water over 
streets on the Outer Banks, as the hulk-
ing storm closed in with 100 mph winds 
for a drenching siege that could last all 
weekend. Tens of  thousands were without 
power.

Winds and rain were arriving later in 
South Carolina, and a few people were still 
walking on the sand at Myrtle Beach while 
North Carolina was getting pounded.

Forecasters said conditions will only 
get more lethal as the storm smashes 
ashore early Friday near the North Caroli-
na-South Carolina line and crawls slowly 
inland. Its surge could cover all but a sliver 
of  the Carolina coast under as much as 11 
feet of  ocean water, and days of  downpours 
could unload more than 3 feet of  rain, 
touching off  severe fl ooding.

Florence’s winds weakened as it drew 
closer to land, dropping from a peak of  140 

mph earlier in the week, and the hurricane 
was downgraded from a terrifying Catego-
ry 4 to a 2.

But North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper 
warned: “Don’t relax, don’t get compla-
cent. Stay on guard. This is a powerful 
storm that can kill. Today the threat 
becomes a reality.”

More than 80,000 people were already 
without power as the storm approached, 
and more than 12,000 were in shelters. 
Another 400 people were in shelters in Vir-
ginia, where forecasts were less dire.

Forecasters said that given the storm’s 
size and sluggish track, it could cause epic 
damage akin to what the Houston area saw 
during Hurricane Harvey just over a year 
ago, with fl oodwaters swamping homes 
and businesses and washing over industri-
al waste sites and hog-manure ponds.

“It truly is really about the whole size of  
this storm,” National Hurricane Center 
Director Ken Graham said. “The larger 
and the slower the storm is, the greater the 
threat and the impact — and we have that.”

The hurricane was seen as a major test 
for the Federal Emergency Management 

‘Threat becomes reality’
Florence makes landfall in North Carolina, begins days of rain, wind

TRAVIS LONG/ THE NEWS & OBSERVER VIA AP

Waves slam the Oceana Pier & Pier House Restaurant in Atlantic Beach, 
North Carolina, Thursday as Hurricane Florence approaches the area. 
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SHAMOKIN — A 
Shamokin woman is in jail 
on six felonies after her 
21-day-old twins were treat-
ed at Geisinger Medical 
Center Wednesday night for 
multiple fractured bones 
and apparent burns in and 
around their mouths.

Tifany Ann Walter, 29, of  
321 N. Shamokin St., was 
arraigned by Magisterial 
Judge John Gembic Thurs-
day morning in lieu of  
$100,000 cash bail on three 
felony charges of  aggravat-
ed assault attempts with 
indifference to life, three 
felony charges of  endanger-
ing the welfare of  a child 
and two misdemeanors 
of  recklessly endangering 
another person.

At 10:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Diane Stine, of  Northum-
berland County Children 
and Youth, was contacted 
by Geisinger in reference 
to two alleged cases of  

City woman 
jailed for 
alleged 
child abuse

TIFANY ANN WALTER

21-day-old twins suffered 
bone fractures, burns
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MOUNT CARMEL — A 
52-year-old Reading man already 
deemed as a sexually violent 
predator under Megan’s Law 
has been charged with multiple 
felony offenses including stat-
utory sexual assault involving 

two incidents with a 15-year-old 
female in Mount Carmel earlier 
this year.

Ricky Lee Levengood is 
incarcerated at Miffl in County 
Prison after being arraigned 
Tuesday by Magisterial District 
Judge Michael Diehl, of  Milton, 
on felonies of  statutory sexual 
assault, sexual assault, aggra-
vated indecent assault without 

consent, unlawful contact with a 
minor and corruption of  minors, 
and misdemeanors of  indecent 
assault without consent and 
indecent assault with a person 
less than 16 years old.

The charges were fi led by 
Patrolman Justin Stelma.

On two occasions, police 
reported Levengood is accused 
of  having sexual intercourse 

with the 15-year-old girl and 
grabbing her breasts in a wooded 
area. The victim told police Lev-
engood told her that he loved her 
and that they should have sex 
more often.

After the second incident, the 
victim said she blocked Leven-
good on her cell phone.

The victim told police she was 
afraid to tell anyone about the 

two incidents.
The incidents were reported to 

police by the victim’s guardian 
July 15 and the victim was inter-
viewed July 20 at the Child Advo-
cacy Center in Sunbury.

State Constable Patrick Reyn-
olds took Levengood into custody 
in the Reading area Tuesday. He 
was committed to prison by Die-
hl in lieu of  $200,000 cash bail.

Reading man charged with statutory sexual assault
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