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BY CHRIS BRADY

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa., spoke with report-
ers during a conference call about 
the roughly $2 trillion stimulus 
package as the country contin-
ues to deal with fallout from the 
spread of  coronavirus. President 
Donald Trump said he supports 
the Senate package.

Toomey noted he personally 

spent hours 
talking with 
Treasury Sec-
retary Steven 
Mnuchin in 
recent days 
on specifi cs 
of  the bill. He 
also noted that 
Pennsylvania 
businesses have 

largely been shut down follow-
ing the governor’s order closing 

non-essential businesses, further 
highlighting the need for such a 
stimulus in the commonwealth.

“This has never happened 
before in American history,” said 
Toomey. “It has had a devastating 
economic impact.”

One of  the key provisions is 
the expanded unemployment, 
which for most people will cover 
what they earned in salary while 
employed. Unemployment ben-
efi ts will extend to four months 

and will, for most the senator 
said, cover what they earned 
while employed.

Additionally, for individuals 
who earned an income last year, 
Toomey said direct stimulus 
checks will be mailed. Most, 
he said, will receive $1,200 per 
person. A married couple will 
receive $2,400, plus an additional 
$500 per child.

The amount is set to decrease 
incrementally for those earning 

more than $75,000, up to $150,000.
“Treasury has said it is confi -

dent it will get those checks out 
the fi rst or second week of  April,” 
said Toomey.

“Between those two items, peo-
ple who are out of  work will be 
able to get through this incredibly 
tough time,” he added.

Hospitals, Toomey said, are 
dealing with loss of  revenue 

Toomey: Stimulus checks could go 
out by first, second week of April

TOOMEY

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — When a 
simple trip to the grocery 
store could be considered 
putting yourself  in harm’s 
way, leave it to fi refi ghters 
to answer the call.

The Shamokin Fire 
Bureau is further assisting 
its residents by offering to 
deliver groceries to those 
in need during the corona-
virus pandemic.

Members of  the bureau 
are shopping for disabled 

veterans, senior citizens 
and people 60 years of  age 
or older who are either 
unable or unwilling to 
venture to stores because 
of  fears of  contracting the 
disease.

Councilman and Pub-
lic Safety Director Scott 
Roughton, who is also the 
president of  the Rescue 
Fire Co., said essential 
items such as eggs, bread, 
milk, toiletries and veg-
etables will be picked up 
by the volunteers and 
delivered to Shamokin 

TO THE RESCUE!
Shamokin Fire Bureau to deliver 
groceries to those who are in need

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

Councilman and Public Safety Director Scott Roughton, left, on Wednesday leads a meeting of 
members of the Shamokin Fire Bureau at the Rescue Fire Co. who will volunteer to deliver gro-
ceries to Shamokin residents in need during the coronavirus pandemic. Firefighters will deliver 
essential items to eligible residents.
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Councilman and Public Safety Director Scott 
Roughton on Wednesday leads a meeting of 
members of the Shamokin Fire Bureau. 

BY TIM ZYLA

THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

HARRISBURG — The Department of  Health 
announced Wednesday at noon 1,127 people in the state 
have tested positive for coronavirus, with 11 having died 
from COVID-19.

There are no confi rmed cases in Northumberland 
County. Schuylkill County’s cases rose from three to six 
over the past 24 hours, while Columbia County still only 
has one confi rmed case and Dauphin County’s total had 
risen to 10.

Approximately one in 10 people tested have been con-
fi rmed to have the virus, with 11,193 patients testing nega-
tive in the state.

Four cases have now been confi rmed in nearby Mon-
tour County.

Statewide, Wednesday’s increase accounted for 276 new 
cases from Tuesday, with cases stretching across 44 coun-
ties.

The Department of  Health also announced four new 
deaths on Wednesday.

All non-life-sustaining businesses are ordered to be 
closed and schools will remain shuttered until at least 
through April 6.

Pennsylvania 
coronavirus 
cases top 
1,000, 11 dead
No confirmed cases in 
Northumberland County

BY KEVIN MERTZ

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — An employ-
ee of  the Weis Markets 
store in Milton has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19, 
according to a company 
spokesperson.

“We can confi rm a Weis 
associate, who worked in 
our Milton store has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19,” 
Dennis Curtin, director 
of  public relations, wrote 
in an email to The Stan-
dard-Journal. “While we 
are limited in what we can 

say due to government pri-
vacy policies, this associate 
has not worked in our Mil-
ton store, or any other Weis 
store, since March 18.

“We are supportive 
of  our associate and are 
following guidelines from 
local and state health 
departments,” Curtin con-
tinued. “We have informed 
this store’s associates 
and have no reports of  
additional illness. As a pre-
caution, one person, who 
worked with the diagnosed 

Weis Milton employee 
diagnosed with COVID-19
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