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Police: Body discovered inside Holly Street home
BY TIM ZYLA
THE NEWS-ITEM
tim_z@newsitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP —
Shamokin and Coal Township police discovered a
body inside a West Holly
Street home after conducting a welfare check Sunday
requested by a concerned
neighbor, according to a
search warrant filed at the
office of Magisterial District Judge John Gembic
III.
Police said the body of
a female was found in an

upstairs bedroom at 1332 W.
Holly St., Coal Township,
and a person who was
found in the home has been
taken into custody.
“Officers observed that
there was what appeared
to be blood spattering on
the walls throughout the
bedroom,” the search warrant states. “And there was
also spattering of what
appeared to be blood on the
ceiling at different locations ...”
Police revealed in the
warrant that they do not
believe the death was

TIM ZYLA/STAFF
PHOTO

caused by natural causes,
and noted the location of
a baseball bat in the bedroom at the time of the
discovery.
Police discovered a male
inside the residence during
the investigation, who was
found inside a bathroom
ripping up flooring. Officers said a syringe was
located directly behind him
when he was found.
As of 5:30 p.m. Sunday,
officers were at the scene
of the incident and charges
have yet to be filed against
any individuals.

Police are
seen outside 1332
W. Holly
St., Coal
Township,
Sunday
evening
after
authorities
discovered
a body
inside a
bedroom in
the home.

Mount Carmel
house ‘total
loss’ after fire
BY ERIKA
KAPUSHINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM
erika_k@newsitem.com

MOUNT CARMEL —
The Mount Carmel fire
department responded to
home fire late Friday night,
which originated in the
basement of the residence
while the homeowners
were away.
John Janolek, Mount
Carmel fire department
assistant fire chief, said
the first alarm came in at

roughly 10:10 p.m. for 338
E. Second St., in the borough.
According to Janolek, the
fire originated from a flue
pipe in the furnace. The fire
burned for some time in the
basement before spreading
to the rest of the structure,
destroying the two-story
house.
“We got it under control
in about an hour and a
half,” Janolek said. “Then
we probably spent another
Fire, Page A6
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SCA wins state title in girls soccer
Southern Columbia players celebrate after the Tigers defeated Greensburg Central Catholic, 4-0,
in the PIAA Class 1A Championship Saturday at Hersheypark Stadium. Story, photos, Page A9.

Biden’s political standing fuels
Democratic worry about 2024
BY STEVE PEOPLES
AP NATIONAL POLITICS
WRITER

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
It was supposed to be a
moment of triumph for Joe
Biden.
The Democratic president had just signed into
law the most significant
infrastructure package
in generations. And he
had done it by bringing
Democrats and Republicans together, just as he
promised during last year’s
campaign. But when Biden
arrived in New Hampshire

last week
to promote the
$1 trillion
package
at the
foot of
a crumbling
bridge,
BIDEN
not all of
his VIP guests were in the
mood to celebrate.
“Democrats are concerned,” former state
House Speaker Steve
Shurtleff, a longtime Biden
supporter who attended the
ceremony, told The Asso-

ciated Press when asked
about Biden’s political
standing. “I’m concerned
about where we may be in
another couple of years
when people really start to
gear up and start making
trips to New Hampshire.”
Shurtleff was openly saying what a growing number
of Democrats have been
whispering for months:
Biden’s political standing
is so weak less than a year
into his presidency that
he may not be able to win
reelection in 2024 if he were
to run again. Such anxiety-fueled parlor games are

common among Washington’s political class, but this
one has spread to the states
and constituencies that will
play a central role in the
next presidential election.
Vice President Kamala
Harris is facing her own
political conundrum with
polls suggesting she may
be less popular than her
unpopular boss. A dynamic
leader who made history
by becoming the first Black
woman and first person
of South Asian descent to
step into her office, Harris
Biden, Page A6

Cap on drug price hikes for
privately insured sparks battle
BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR increases for widely used medicines.
That provision would require drug
companies to pay rebates to Medicare
WASHINGTON — Workers and
if they increase prices above the rate
families with private health insurof inflation. Drugs sold to private
ance would reap savings on preplans would count in calculating the
scription drugs from a little-noticed
penalty, like a tax on price increases.
provision in President Joe Biden’s
The issue is dividing business groups
sweeping social agenda bill. It’s meant
in a fierce lobbying battle.
to break the cycle of annual price
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Corporate groups focused on
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Firefighters battle a dwelling fire at 338 E. Second
St., Mount Carmel, Friday evening.

Expect to pay more
for Christmas trees,
experts say
HUNTINGTON, N.Y. (AP) — Add Christmas trees
to the list of items facing shortages and higher prices
this year.
Several factors are driving the trend, Newsday
reported, including over-the-top sales last year during
the first Christmas during the COVID-19 pandemic
and supply chain issues this year.
Experts said tree buyers should expect to pay
between 10% and 30% more for both live trees and
artificial trees this year and also have a smaller selection to choose from.
“Prices have gone up significantly,” John
Trees, Page A6

Prices, Page A6
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