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Case of wrong home
entry results in trial
A jury trial is set for early next
month in a civil suit which alleges
that Barron County Sheriff’s deputies went to the wrong address when
responding to an alleged domestic
incident in Turtle Lake in September
2018, according to Barron County
Circuit Court records.
In a civil action filed in May 2019,
plantiffs Daniel L. and Ann M. Lamphere, of Turtle Lake, alleged that
officers went to a home in the 500
block of Grand Avenue, Turtle Lake,
for a reported domestic dispute on
Sept. 18, 2018, although the original
call was from a different address.
In the course of investigating the

incident, deputies allegedly broke
a garage door, window screen and
front door to gain entry, the civil
complaint said.
The suit said that in a later encounter with deputies, plaintiff Ann Lamphere was allegedly injured, and that
her glasses were broken.
The suit asks for damages of
$70,000.
Court records say that a motion
hearing is scheduled for 2 p.m. today, Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021. Beyond that, a final pre-trial conference
is set for Jan. 22, and a three-day jury
trial is set to begin at 8 a.m. Monday,
Feb. 8.

Traffic signal a go—Due to the redevelopment of Barron City Hall into a new Kwik Trip, traffic signals are likely to be installed at the intersection of Highway
8 and La Salle Avenue to control increased traffic.
Photo by Ryan Urban

Development tied to Kwik Trip expansion

Another set of traﬃc lights for city
By Ryan Urban
Zach Sexton

Quinlan Thomas

Two arrested, one sought
after trailer home theft
The theft of a construction trailer
and the equipment inside—worth
more than $40,000—from a Chetek
frac sand mine has led to the arrest
of two men, while a third remains
wanted by police.
Barron County Sheriff Chris
Fitzgerald said on Tuesday, Jan. 12,
that Quinlan Thomas, 56, of rural
Chetek, and Zachary Sexton, 37, of
Ridgeland, were arrested on Monday, Jan. 11, as search warrants were
served at their residences, following
investigations into the trailer theft.
A third suspect, David Haseltine,
36, of rural Cameron, was not home
at the time of the search warrant, and
he was now on the run as several
warrants have been issued for his arrest, Fitzgerald said.
On Thursday morning, Jan. 7, a
construction company called police to say that someone had stolen
a 6-by-12-foot enclosed trailer. The
construction company was doing
work at a rural Chetek mine to reclaim the land. Sometime during the
night, someone stole the trailer that
contained more than $40,000 worth
of equipment, including high-tech
GPS antennas used with earth moving machinery, dispatch logs said.
On Friday, Jan. 8, an anonymous
tipster called police about a stolen
trailer, dispatch logs said. The tipster
said a man told them the trailer was
stolen, or “hot” and that he was taking it to an address.
The trailer was recovered by investigators on Jan. 8, but the equipment
was missing. Further investigations
led to three search warrant raids on
Monday.
The first search warrant took place
at Sexton’s residence at E5973
1370th Ave., near Ridgeland, in
Dunn County. The search was conducted by Barron County Sheriff’s
Department with assistance from the
Dunn County Sheriff’s Office.
Sexton was taken into custody and
booked in the Barron County Jail
with a theft charge.
Later on Monday evening, two simultaneous search warrants were
conducted by the Barron/Rusk Emergency Response Team in rural Chetek and rural Cameron.
Quinlan Thomas was located at his
residence at 2342 Seventh Ave., west
of Chetek. He was arrested and was

A stoplight appears to be a go at
the intersection of Highway 8 and La
Salle Avenue by Barron City Hall, or
what will eventually become a Kwik
Trip convenience store.
Kwik Trip engineers are expecting
the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to approve the company’s
request for a stoplight--technically
known as a traffic signal, City Administrator Liz Jacobson reported to
the City Council on Tuesday, Jan. 12.
The DOT is in the process of studying changes to traffic flow at the intersection brought on by Kwik Trip.
Jacobson said this study will be
used to determine if perhaps a roundabout would be preferred at the inter-

section. But Kwik Trip is confident it
will be a traffic signal, she added.
As a result, City Council approved
a 2-month extension in reaching a
development agreement with Kwik
Trip until March 15.
The Council also passed a cost
share resolution with Kwik Trip for
changes to the intersection. In the
agreement Kwik Trip is offering to
cover at least half of the city’s costs
for intersection, projected to be
$175,000.
However, Council members didn’t
express much enthusiasm for the traffic signal idea.
“I don’t think it’s a great spot for a
stop light, but I don’t think it’s a good
spot for a roundabout either,” said
Byron Miller.

These discussions with the DOT
have added a delay to a corresponding city project, which seeks to relocate the City Hall, the police department and public works to the former
Family Dollar property downtown.
Jacobson said the City is exploring
the proposition of a Tax Increment
Finance District to contain the future
Kwik Trip site and downtown properties.
A TID (sometimes known as a TIF
district) is a designated area where a
property tax base value is set for each
land parcel and then, for a set time
period, property tax revenue derived
from valuation exceeding the base
goes to pay for development within
the district.
The improvements lead to higher

tax valuations, which pay for further
development.
Jacobson said the City Council will
need to meet again this month to determine when to bid the project.
The City’s contracted engineering consultant, Sarah Hinz of Cedar
Corp, said the City could proceed to
bid the municipal center and delay
the public works shop, bid both in
the spring or delay both. Bids were
scheduled to go out in February with
approvals to be considered by the
City Council in March.
Hinz said current high construction
costs could make a delay worthwhile,
but bidding both projects at the same
time could be more appealing to contractors.

Barron police to get shots starting Jan. 18
David Haseltine

currently in the Barron County Jail.
Thomas was booked on a charge of
receiving stolen property, possession
of methamphetamine, possession
of steroids and three counts of bail
jumping.
The other search warrant was
served on a trailer on CTH OO near
20th Street. Fitzgerald said the trailer
did not have a fire number. Haseltine
was not located during the searches.
Fitzgerald said anyone with information on Haseltine’s whereabouts
should contact the Barron County
Sheriff’s Department at 715-5373106.
Fitzgerald said all the missing
equipment had been recovered.
Formal charges from the Barron
County District Attorney’s Office
had not yet been filed against Thomas
or Sexton in Barron County Circuit
Court as of press time on Jan. 12.
Thomas has two open cases from
2017 and 2018. He was accused in
2017 of selling methamphetamine
from his Chetek real estate office after police allegedly conducted four
controlled buys from Thomas at that
location. A search of Thomas’ office
and house allegedly turned up a small
amount of narcotics.
In 2018, Thomas was charged with
possession with intent after he and
a co-defendant allegedly purchased
seven grams of methamphetamine
from a police informant. According
to court documents, during the drug
buy Thomas told the informant that
he would sell the drugs and then have
money to buy more.
Both cases were still open and
scheduled for a jury trial on April 21.

Vaccine rollout slow in Barron County
By Ryan Urban
COVID-19 cases are on the rise in
Barron County, and vaccine rollout
remains slow.
In Madison, a COVID-19 relief bill
passed the Senate on Tuesday 29-2
but had not cleared the Assembly at
press time Tuesday night.
In the week ending Jan. 12, Barron
County Public Health reported 193
new cases of the virus, up from 112
the week prior. Active cases stood at
214, up from 169 the week before.
One new death was reported, putting
the toll at 58.
Vaccinations continue among frontline health workers and public safety
workers. Some emergency responders have received the vaccine, and
many more local police and firefighters will be getting it, starting on
Monday, Jan. 18.
Barron Police Chief Joe Vierkandt
said his department’s officers will be
offered the vaccine through Cumberland Healthcare.
Long-term care facility staff and
residents are expected to begin receiving the vaccine soon as well,
though the exact timing is not yet
known.
Police officers and non-paramedic
firefighters are the first part of phase
1b, state officials said Monday. That’s
nearly 30,000 people.
According to the plan approved
Tuesday by the vaccine distribution

As of January 11, Wisconsin has
administered 151,518 doses of the
vaccine, at an average rate of 5,411
doses per day.
Phase 1c will likely include people
65 and older, adults with high-risk
medical conditions and essential
workers such as those in grocery
stores, public transit and manufacturing.
The Senate bill ensures that Medicaid covers COVID-19 testing and
vaccinations and guarantee that SeniorCare, the state’s prescription
drug discount program for senior citsubcommittee of the State Disaster izens, would cover vaccinations. The
Medical Advisory Committee, which bill also protects businesses, schools,
still must approve it, others in phase governments and health care provid1b would include
• K-12 and higher education instructors, preschool staff and child care
workers, or about 160,000 people.
•People 70 and older not in nursing
homes or assisted living facilities, or
Jennifer Naiberg Smith, the aunt
and guardian of Jayme Closs, both of
about 550,000 people.
•Corrections workers and inmates, Barron, issued a statement Sunday,
or nearly 28,000 people. Prisoners Jan. 10, marking the two-year anniinfected with COVID-19 in the past versary of the escape from her captor
90 days may be asked to wait since in rural Douglas County.
She posted on the Facebook page
they are assumed to have temporary
Healing For Jayme:
immunity.
“We are very thankful for every•People in group homes or who oththing
that happened on this day two
erwise participate in state programs
years
ago; for Jayme’s bravery and
for people with disabilities and the
for Jeanne, Peter and Kristen for all
frail elderly, which may be about being in the right place, at the right
77,000 people. The category also in- time and keeping Jayme safe. We’re
cludes people in state centers such as still very thankful for the community,
mental health institutes.

ers from COVID-19 liability claims.
Gov. Tony Evers called the bill a
“good start” and said he would sign
it if approved by the Assembly. But
several provisions favored by Assembly Republicans were removed,
including a prohibition on local
health officials closing businesses
for more than two weeks at a time; a
requirement that school boards vote
every two weeks on whether to continue all-virtual learning; a requirement that the governor submit plans
for spending federal COVID-19 aid
to the Legislature; and a requirement
that Evers create a plan to reopen the
state Capitol building.

Guardian issues statement
on Closs escape anniversary
to the whole world for all caring and
being there, and to law enforcement
who worked tirelessly to seek justice.
Jayme is doing good.
“We take life day by day. She is
enjoying dance, school activities and
many other things as much as is possible in regards to now dealing with
the COVID-19 restrictions. She is
surrounded by lots of loved ones. We
always want to say and remind others
never take life for granted. You never
know what tomorrow will bring. Always remember to take the time to
tell your loved ones you love them.”

