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WEST CALDWELL TWP. 
– James Caldwell High 
School senior Christian 
Badach has been recog-
nized for his photography 
skills in a Drexel Univer-
sity High School Photogra-
phy contest, earning him a 
spot in the school’s exhibi-
tion on Saturday, Feb. 10.

Badach won an honor-
able mention in the contest 
for his piece, titled “Cart.” 
His work will be on dis-
play at Drexel University’s 
Westphal College of  Me-
dia Arts & Design in Phila-
delphia, Pa., until Monday, 
March 5.

“When I sent my photo-
graph into the Drexel Uni-
versity Photography con-
test, I didn’t expect to win 
or even advance to the final 
selection,” said Badach. “It 
is a huge honor to win an 
Honorable Mention Award 
and to have my work be put 
in the exhibition.”

The contest was open to 
high school students from 
across the United States. 
Students could submit 
works in different styles 
of  photography, includ-
ing black and white, col-
or and silver prints. Only 
six works were awarded in 
the competition, including 
three honorable mention 
awards.

“I am truly honored to 
work in a school where we 
have so many talented stu-
dents,” said Vice Princi-
pal John Bertollo. “James 
Caldwell has many stu-
dents who participate in 
athletics, but we also have a 
big percentage of  students 
involved in the arts, and it 
is wonderful that some of  
them are being recognized 
for their hard work and ac-
complishments.”

Bertollo said Badach’s 
work will be on display in 
an upcoming art and tech-
nology show at James Cald-
well High School in June.

“I would encourage ev-
eryone to come and check 
out all of  the talent that 
James Caldwell has to of-
fer,” he said.

The Westphal College of  

Media Arts & Design hosts 
the annual High School 
Photography contest to 
highlight and encourage 
young photographers to 
hone their craft. The West-
phal division of  the Uni-

versity teaches design, me-
dia and the performing 
arts through studio based, 
hands-on learning.

For more information 
on the contest, visit drex-
el.edu.

James Caldwell student 
photographer lauded

James Caldwell High School senior Christian Badach 
has been recognized for his photography skills in a 
Drexel University High School Photography contest, 
earning him a spot in the school’s exhibition on Sat-
urday, Feb. 10.
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ROSELAND – The amend-
ment of  an ordinance to al-
low the Police Department 
to continue carrying the 
three police captains now 
on the force was the subject 
of  discussion at the Tues-
day, Feb. 20 meeting of  the 
Mayor and Council.

During the public com-
ment section former May-
or Mike Pacio of  Stonegate 
Drive went to the micro-
phone asking why a small 
borough like Roseland 
needs that many police cap-
tains.

“Two is sufficient; I feel 
three is overkill,” said Pa-
cio.

Councilman David B. Ja-
cobs, who is liaison with 
the Police Department, ex-
plained that Detective Cap-
tain Livio Cioffi would be re-
tiring on March 31 this year, 
leaving two, patrol-captains 
on the force after that date.

Jacobs added that “we’re 
getting ready” for the poten-
tial of  Police Chief  Richard 
McDonough retiring even-
tually; that would “bring 
us down to one captain,” he 
said, implying that one of  
the two remaining captains 
would be appointed to re-
place him.

At a public meeting Mon-
day, Dec. 11 last year, the 
council approved a resolu-
tion to promote Cioffi from 
Detective-Lieutenant to De-
tective-Captain, with a sal-
ary of  $137,764. When Pacio 
questioned why the council 
had promoted the police of-

ficer with his retirement 
looming, there was no re-
sponse from the dais.

Borough Administrator 
Maureen Chumacas, how-
ever, did address Pacio’s ad-
ditional concern that Ci-
offi’s retirement benefits 
could burden Roseland tax-
payers as the result of  his 
promotion; she gave an in-
dication that his benefits 
would not be a drain on res-
idents.

The vote was unanimous, 
from Council President Mi-
chele Tolli and Councilmen 
Peter Smith, Thomas Tsilio-
nis, Chris Bardi, Jacobs and 
Richard Leonard, to amend 
the ordinance.

However, at that pub-
lic meeting last December, 
in a vote on the resolution 
to promote Cioffi, Leonard 
had abstained without ex-
plaining why.

Also, at that meeting, 
Smith had described Ciof-
fi as “a dignified man who 
has served the communi-
ty with honor,” and Jacobs 
had commended Cioffi for 
his hard work and said he 
deserved his promotion.

McDonough noted, too, 
at last December’s meeting 
that Cioffi’s appointment 
was the result of  a recent 
retirement. He had affirmed 
to council members at that 
time, “You made a good 
choice. He has 28 years of  
law enforcement experi-
ence, 13 of  which were spent 
with the Roseland Police 
Department. He has, never 
once, failed to serve any re-
quest that I have made. He’s 
a leader, and he’ll be good 

for this borough.”
But that swearing-in cere-

mony for Cioffi last Decem-
ber, with his family around 
him, was besmirched by al-
legations against him from 
Claudia Reis of  Cooper Ave-
nue during public comment 
before the vote on the reso-
lution to promote him took 
place.

Borough Business
During the Feb. 20 meet-

ing this year, two resolu-
tions were up for a vote; 
both implied that the gov-
erning body would be mov-
ing ahead with possibly 
using the 280 Corporate 
Center as a site to meet 
COAH obligations for both 
affordable and market-rate 
housing, along with a pro-
posed hotel and restau-
rant.

Approved in 5 to 1 votes, 
were each of  two resolu-
tions, one authorizing Ma-
ser Consulting at a cost not 
to exceed $6,500 to complete 
a Community Impact Study 
for 85 Livingston Avenue 
and 6 Becker Farm Road, 
the sites where redevelop-
ment would take place; the 
second resolution autho-
rizing Maser to complete a 
Traffic Impact Study for re-
development of  those same 
properties at a cost not to 
exceed $19,500.

The “no” vote on each 
resolution was Leonard’s, 
who said he would rather 
have the Roseland Planning 
Board revisit the borough’s 
Master Plan for a more com-
prehensive redevelopment 
of  the 280 Corporate Center.

Roseland amends 
ordinance, keeps three 
police captains (for now)
Newest captain set to retire March 31
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NORTH CALDWELL — Stu-
dents of  the Month cho-
sen for the first half  of  the 
school year were honored 
at the standing room only 
meeting of  the K-12 West Es-
sex Regional Board of  Edu-
cation on Monday, Feb. 12.

Before handing out the 
certificates of  recognition, 
West Essex Middle School 
Principal Vee Popat made 
a special point of  thanking 
Superintendent of  Schools 
Barbara Longo and the 
members of  the Board of  
Education for their support 
of  the Student of  the Month 
program. Popat also recog-
nized Paula Arbadji, who is 
personally responsible for 
all of  the legwork involved 
in making the Student of  
the Month program a reality.

In October of  2017, sev-
enth graders Dominick Vi-
tulli, Olivia Simonetti and 
Jordan Cohen were honored 
along with eighth graders 
Daniel Martire, Stefan Lo-
pez and Bella Barbarito.

November of  2017 saw 
seventh graders Julian Mar-
tin, Devin Golden and Ra-
chel Levine honored with 
eighth graders Isabella Cer-
rigone, Remi Goldstein and 
Griffen Shapiro.

December of  2017 fea-
tured Zoe Boggier, Jordan 

Ernst and Hunter White for 
the seventh grade and Mi-
chael Coyle, Ben Grunther 
and Tori Perez for the eighth 
grade.

Seventh graders Jack 
Bowe, Aanika Patel and 
Jack Massotto got the nod 
for January along with 
eighth graders Diya Rao, 
Katherine Chodorcoff  and 
Alexandra Shizas.

February saw seventh 
graders Ava Rapkin, Josh-
ua Pavlovich and Elaina De-
lorenzi honored with eighth 
graders Luke Miller, Joseph 
Zhai and Paul Gustafson.

“Each month when we 
recognize our Students of  
the Month, remember that 

this award is achieved by 
one’s character, not just by 
grades,” Popat said. “As 
Abraham Lincoln said, 
‘Don’t worry when you are 
not recognized, but strive to 
be worthy of  recognition.’”

Popat stressed that the 
students being honored this 
evening are indeed worthy 
of  thanks for their consis-
tent demonstration of  char-
acter, effort, and resilience. 
He added that the students 
inspire both the adults and 
children in the building just 
by being who they are, and 
the Middle School faculty 
and administration were 
proud to present them to 
the board.

Students of the Months recognized 
at West Essex Middle School

Sean McCormack, Corliss 
Hubay and E. William 

Edge correctly guessed 
our last photo pop quiz 
was taken at the Moun-
tain Ridge Country Club 

in West Caldwell. As 
always, thanks for play-

ing and check out this 
week’s Where In on the 

Front Page.

WHERE IN 
ANSWER: 

MOUNTAIN RIDGE 
COUNTRY CLUB


