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Sign up for daily email  
alerts at madisoneagle.com

By CHRISTINE LEE
STAFF WRITER

MadIsON - First, mem-
bers of  the Borough Coun-
cil heard details of  a 
$31,475,614 draft municipal 
budget for 2018 on Feb. 12.

Next, at the council’s reg-
ular meeting Monday night, 
the heads of  the various 
municipal departments de-
tailed their goals and spend-
ing plans for 2018.

Department heads for the 
police, fire, construction, 
public works, engineer-
ing, land use and health de-
partments, as well as Madi-
son Public Library Director 
Lynn Favreau, each pre-
sented highlights from over 
the past year, and intro-
duced their goals and capi-
tal projects for 2018.

Fire and Police
Fire Chief  Louie DeRosa 

emphasized the need for at-
tracting and retaining vol-
unteer firefighters as a top 
goal for this year.

“We’re struggling to get 

them and to keep them,” he 
told the governing body.

Other goals DeRosa is 
eyeing for 2018 is utilizing 
the live burn facility at the 
Morris County Fire Acad-
emy on West Hanover Ave-
nue in Parsippany, applying 
for an Assistance to Fire-
fighters (AFG) grant and 
working to improve the fire 
department’s Insurance 
Services Office rating (ISO) 
from a Class 3 rating to a 
Class 2 rating.

The fire chief  said the fire 
department hopes to use the 
AFG grant it applied for on 

Budget 
requests 
detailed
Department heads cite 
needs, goals for 2018

>> VIDEO ONLINE

For an online video of 
presentations Monday 
by Madison municipal 
department heads to 
the Borough Council 
about their funding 
needs for 2018, please 
visit www.madisonea-
gle.com.

By CHRISTINE LEE
STAFF WRITER

MadIsON - In the wake of  
a shooting at a high school 
in Parkland, Fla., that left 
17 students and staff  mem-
bers dead, students at Mad-
ison High School at 170 
Ridgedale Ave. plan to walk 
out of  their classes on the 
one-month anniversary of  
the tragedy March 14 as 
part of  a national campaign 
for action on gun laws.

Meanwhile, Superin-
tendent of  Schools Mark 
Schwarz is reassuring stu-
dents and parents that the 
Madison schools are safe.

Led by senior Peri Munt-
er, 17, the Madison High 
School students plan to 
join students, faculty and 
staff  members across the 
country at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, March 14, in National 
School Walkout, a 17-min-

ute-long walkout protest 
calling on members of  Con-
gress to address gun laws.

The national walkout, or-
ganized by Women’s March 
Youth EMPOWER, comes 
on the one-month anniver-
sary of  the Feb. 14 shoot-
ing at Marjorie Stoneman 
Douglas High School. The 
17 minutes are for each of  
the 17 shooting victims.

“The recent shooting 
at the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School oc-
curred in a communi-
ty which had been named 
Florida’s safest town just 
last year. This is a familiar 
title to our town: Madison 
consistently earns a spot 
within New Jersey’s 50 saf-
est towns, as do many of  our 
neighboring towns,” Munt-
er pointed out on a website 
for the Madison walkout 

Students plan 
walkout after 
Fla. shootings

MadIsON – Based on 
the resounding success of  
the “End Hunger 3.6” proj-
ect of  March 2017 to pack-
age meals for the hungry, 
the Rotary Club of  Madi-
son and the Madison Rota-
ry Foundation’s project will 
take place this year from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10, at the Simon Fo-
rum on the campus of  Drew 
University, 36 Madison Ave.

Donors and volunteers 
are needed to surpass last 
year’s total of  123,000 meals, 
by packaging 250,000 meals.

What does “3.6” repre-
sent? Every 3.6 seconds 
someone in the world dies 
of  malnutrition or starva-
tion. In Rotary District 7470, 
which encompasses five 
counties in north central 
New Jersey, it is estimated 
that more than 200,000 men, 

women and children are 
food insecure. More than 1 
million persons are living 
below the poverty level in 
New Jersey. Food insecuri-
ty experienced at any time 
across the lifespan has an 
adverse impact of  health. A 
growing body of  evidence 
suggests that the detrimen-
tal impact of  food insecu-
rity on health has import-
ant consequences for U.S. 

health care expenditures. 
These costs are borne sub-
stantially by Medicare and 
Medicaid. Over the long 
term, prevention of  food in-
security is likely to be more 
cost-effective than treating 
the consequences of  this 
crisis.

For example: Children. In 
addition to decreased intel-
lectual and emotional devel-
opment and poor academic 

performance, children liv-
ing in food insecure house-
holds are at a higher risk 
of  poor physical and men-
tal health. Pregnant wom-
en: Infants born to food 
insecure mothers are small-
er, sicker, and have an in-
creased risk of  birth de-
fects.

Adults: Seniors who are 

Rotary looks to ‘End Hunger’ March 10

Photos by Judi Whiting

Serving up delicious desserts, from left, are Madison High School students Mecra Parikh, Vivian Lee and Kel-
ly Notine at “Dessert and Jazz,” the signature fund-raising event for the nonprofit Madison Music and Arts 
(MMA), held Saturday evening, Feb. 24, at the high school at 170 Ridgedale Ave. The homemade treats include 
Cheesecake, Carrot Cake, Tiramisu, Chocolate Cake, and French Apple Tart. The 28th annual event kicked off at 
6:30 p.m. with a cabaret-style “jazz club” in the high school cafeteria, as guests enjoyed desserts to the music 
of high school students performing solos and small-group jazz numbers. Then, at 7:45 p.m., the festivities con-
tinued in the high school auditorium with a jazz concert featuring Madison High School and Madison Junior 
School jazz ensembles. Guests also perused a display by the high school’s visual art students. Proceeds from the 
popular “Dessert and Jazz” go to support arts programs in the grades K-12 district schools.

‘DESSERT AND JAZZ’

Julia Ferranti sings “Creep,” a number off the first Ra-
diohead album, during the first portion of “Dessert 
and Jazz” as the Madison High School cafeteria was 
transformed into a “jazz cabaret” at 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 24, with guests entertained by high school 
students as they enjoyed a variety of desserts. The 
benefit for the nonprofit Madison Music and Arts later 
moved into the high school auditorium for a concert by 
Madison High School and Madison Junior School jazz 
musicians.

Madison High School freshman Henry Marinovic ac-
companies himself on the keyboards as he sings “Al-
most Blue” by pop icon Elvis Costello at “Dessert and 
Jazz,” the annual benefit for Madison Music and Arts 
on Saturday night, Feb. 24. “Dessert and Jazz” treated 
guests in the high school cafeteria with desserts and 
solo and ensemble music by Madison High School per-
formers. Madison Music and Arts supports performing 
and visual arts education throughout the grades K-12 
school district.
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