
randolphreporter.com $1.50THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2018

Mine Hill playwright brings
home a ‘gift’ • 5

Presidents Sale Weekend 
• Special Section Inside

R A N D O L P H  T O W N S H I P  •  M I N E  H I L L  T O W N S H I P

VOL. 41 NO. 25

CALL US

One-year subscription in 
Morris County: $50. Out-
of-area subscription rates 
available upon request.

Columns 4
Crossword 5
Editorial 4

Letter 4
Public Notices 9
Sports 8

News: (908) 766-3900
Classifi eds: (800) 624-3684
Advertising: (908) 766-3900
To subscribe: (908) 766-6960

INSIDENEW JERSEY HILLS 
MEDIA GROUP  ©2018

Publication USPS 443-910

S
U

B
S
C

R
IB

E
9
0
8
-7

6
6
-6

9
6
0

Sign up for daily email 
alerts at randolphreporter.com

WINTERFEST MOUTHFUL

RANDOLPH TWP. – It was 
fun for kids of  all ages 
when the annual Winter-
fest benefi t was held at Iro-
nia Elementary School on 
Saturday, Jan. 10.

The rainy weather did 
nothing to reduce crowds 
as Ironia students, ac-
companied by their par-
ents, siblings and friends, 
fl ocked to the Dover Ches-

ter Road school to enjoy a 
day of  fun, games, music 
and entertainment.

Throughout the halls, 
classrooms offered various 
activities, including crafts 
and face-painting, and gift 
baskets for a silent auc-
tion that included gift cer-
tificates for restaurants, 
stores and dental services; 
home appliances, and tick-
ets for New Jersey Devils 
professional hockey games, 
Redbull professional soc-

cer games, and Nets profes-
sional basketball games.

The gym offered inflat-
able bouncy houses, while 
in the cafeteria families 
could enjoy pizza and hot 
dogs.

The event was organized 
and hosted by members of  
the school’s parent teach-
er organization. Proceeds 
benefi t school programs.

Winterfest brings in the crowds
>> VIDEO ONLINE

For a video from 
this event, please 
visit us online at 
randolphreporter.com.

RANDOLPH TWP. – Want 
to help jump start the town-
ship’s new community gar-
den?

Then attend the public 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at the town-
ship’s Community Center, 
30 Calais Road.

The meeting’s purpose 
is to update residents on 

the progress of  the gar-
den, which is to be includ-
ed in the new 90-acre park 
on Calais Road.

The meeting will include 
providing information on 
projected operations, over-
view of  the overall park 
and garden design and de-
velopment, proposed pol-
icies and procedures, and 

the chance to get on a sub-
committee that will oversee 
the garden.

To cost $2.5 million, the 
park was approved late last 
year. It will include the 168-
bed garden complete with 
running water for manual 
watering and a shelter.

Residents will be able to 
ply their gardening skills 

for a set fee.
In addition to the garden, 

the park will also include:

• A picnic pavilion;

• Various walking paths, 
including a paved path 
the will have lighting for 

Garden meeting is this Tuesday

RANDOLPH TWP. – It’s the 
real truth.

Recognizing that virtual 
reality will only continue 
to grow as it becomes even 
more prevalent in society, 
from gaming to teaching 
surgeons, County College 
of  Morris has launched an 
Associate in Applied Sci-
ence degree in virtual re-
ality.

Available starting this 
September, the degree is 

part of  the college’s Pho-
tography Technology Pro-
gram. 

There also will be nu-
merous opportunities for 
students in other programs 
to work with virtual reali-
ty as well.

“Photographers and vid-
eo graphic artists have 
been a major source of  ob-
ject based and real-world 
modeling, which is why we 
are incorporating this new 

degree option into our Pho-
tography Technology Pro-
gram,” said Nieves Gru-
neiro-Roadcap, chair of  the 
Department of  Art and De-
sign. 

“We’ll also be using the 
latest technologies includ-
ing Oculus Rift Headsets.”

Augmented
Students who enter the 

program will study a range 
of  areas, including pho-

tography, digital imaging, 
computer science and nar-
rative story telling in virtu-
al, augmented and mixed 
reality.

“What we are offering is 
a rigorous program so stu-
dents can take advantage 
of  a wide range of  opportu-
nities, from immediate en-
trance into the job market 
to continuing on to earn 
a bachelor’s degree,” said 
Bruce Dutra, dean of  the 

School of  Liberal Arts.
“This degree program 

will also prepare students 
for other innovative pro-
grams being offered at 
four-year institutions.”

The college is located at 
214 Center Grove Road. 

For more information, 
contact the Department 
of  Art and Design at 973-
328-5446 or Nieves Grunei-
ro-Roadcap at ngruneiro@
ccm.edu/.

It’s for real: College to offer degree in virtual reality
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RANDOLPH TWP. – Has the 
dreaded emerald ash borer 
visited the township?

The insect, which de-
stroys only ash trees, was 
fi rst discovered ransacking 
trees and forests in Somer-
set County in 2014. Since 
then, bug has crept as far 
as Morris County, wreaking 
havoc in Chester and Mend-
ham and Harding Town-
ships, according to reports.

So far, the insects have 
not done any damage Ran-
dolph officials are aware 
of, although their presence 
was detected last year, said 
Township Manager Steve 
Mountain on Monday.

Mountain, however, said 
it’s not clear whether the 
insects wound up in spe-
cial ash borer traps set up 
behind the Millbrook Av-
enue municipal building 

near the police shooting 
range, or in traps set up by 
Morris County in the coun-
ty-owned James Andrews 
Memorial Park.

All the same, Mountain 
said the township was on 
guard.

“We are aware of  the Em-
erald Ash Borer’s presence 
in the region and continue to 
work with the Morris Coun-
ty Parks Commission and 
other outside agencies mon-
itor for the same,” he said.

Mountain said the town-
ship has no forester on its 
roster of  professionals, nor 
is there a formal tree inven-
tory, but does partner with 
the county and federal for-
estry service, where trees 
are concerned.

He said trees throughout 
the township are checked 
in the spring to determine 
their conditions, so wheth-
er damage caused by the 
borers could be discovered 
at that time.

Is tree 
killer 
here?
Randolph waits, and 
watches, for insect

By P.C. ROBINSON
EDITOR

RANDOLPH TWP. – Town-
ship officials concluded 
their review of  the pro-
posed 2018 municipal bud-
get on Saturday with the 
commitment to continue to 
use more cash and less debt 
to get the best bang for tax-
payers’ bucks.

At the same time, Town-
ship Chief  Financial Offi-
cer Darren Maloney said he 
hoped to issue various cap-
ital improvement bonds as 
soon as possible to lock in 
low interest rates.

The proposed plan was 
music to the ears of  Mayor 
Mark Forstenhausler, who 

called it a “prudent use of  
taxes to minimize debt.”

Such a plan, he said, will 
“keep the township fi scally 
strong, maintain our Aaa 
rating, and is something all 
towns should be doing.”

With a zero percent in-
crease in taxes, “taxpayers 
are happy, we’re happy,” he 
added.

Maloney and Township 
Manager Steve Mountain 
will now take the budget 
draft and make a few mi-
nor changes to certain line 
items.

While there will be chang-
es in revenues, they will 
have no impact on taxes, 

Randolph
finalizes
$32M budget

Above: Ironia PTO Family 
Services Vice President 
Kristin Sullivan, left, holds 
up words for Ironia Princi-
pal David Kricheff to read 
during the Ironia Teacher 
Challenge at the annual 
Winterfest PTO benefi t, 
held at the school on 
Saturday, Feb. 10. That’s 
teacher Joan Cirella at 
right who is besides her-
self with laughter. Kirchoff 
and others participating in 
the fun wore wore mouth 
guards while speaking 
words others had to inter-
pret. Left: Greyson Walsh, 
left, is ready to make 
crafts with volunteer An-
gela DeStefanes. See page 
6 for more photos.
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