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By PHIL GARBER
STAFF WRITER

MOrrIsTOWN – Student 
activists calling for tough-
er gun control laws are mo-
bilizing around Morris 
County for a demonstration 
planned for Saturday, March 
24, in Morristown and a stu-
dent walk-out on Wednesday, 
March 14.

The “March for Our Lives” 
is set to begin at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 24 starting 
from Morristown Town Hall 
on South Street and proceed 
to The Green.

An 11-member student ex-
ecutive committee and an 
adult advisory board is or-
ganizing the Morristown 
March. As of  Friday, some of  
the high schools represent-
ed in the march include Mor-
ristown, Hanover Park, Kent 
Place, Randolph, the College 
of  St. Elizabeth’s and West 
Morris Mendham.

“The shootings keep hap-
pening again and again. This 
just can’t happen again,” said 
Bella Bhimani of  Mendham 
Township, a sophomore at 
Mendham High School and 
leader of  the student com-

mittee.
“We’re try-

ing to ampli-
fy our voices 
to get Wash-
ington’s atten-
tion. Hopeful-
ly at least the 
government 
c a n  s t a r t 
talking. I’m 
definitely op-

timistic.”
Bhimani said the student 

committee has put out a call 
for students from every high 
school in Morris County to 
form teams at their schools 
to help with the march.

Bhimani attended rallies 
in January in Morristown 
and last year in Washington, 
D.C. Her mother, Lisa Bhima-
ni, is a Democrat who lost her 
bid in the 24th District Senate 
race last June.

“These kids don’t feel 
safe in school any more,” 
said Mrs. Bhimani, who is a 
member of  the adult adviso-
ry board.

Also on the board are Saily 
Avelende, Winn Khoun, Eliz-
abeth Meyer, Deb McComber, 

EasT haNOVEr TWP. – A 
cemetery worker became 
trapped in a grave he was 
digging when an 800-pound 
concrete vault cover fell on 
top of  him at about 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 at Hanover 
Cemetery at 30-72 Hanover 
Road, East Hanover.

Police Chief  Chris Can-
nizzo said when officers 
arrived at the scene they 
quickly worked to extricate 

the man.
Under the supervision 

of  Sgt. Jesse Novails, Nova-
lis, officers Robert Chiazzo 
and Robert Zimmerman, 
Sgt. Thomas McFarland, 
Lt. Christoper Berres and 
Sgt. Michael Fillipone 
were able use a police rope 
rappelling device to low-
er themselves and get the 
rope under the vault slab.

”They lifted it about six 

inches, which was enough 
for the man to free his 
legs,” said Cannizzo, who 
was also at the scene with 
Capt. Jack Ambrose.

With the man’s legs freed 
the officers were able to 
pull him out of  the ditch 
and lift him to safety.

The victim, identified 
as Peter Ferencze, 59, of  
Flemington, was taken by 
Atlantic Health System 

ambulance to Morristown 
Medical Center where he 
was treated for chest inju-
ries and later released.

Cannizzo said once the 
officers sprang into action, 
it took them about eight 
minutes to free the man.

”It was a real group ef-
fort,” Cannizzo said. “I 
could honestly say we 
could not have done bet-
ter. I’m very proud of  my 

officers.”
Also at the scene were 

East Hanover firefighters 
and Fire Chief  Carmine 
Davino, EMTs and Depart-
ment of  Public Works em-
ployees.

The federal Occupation-
al Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA) has 
been notified and will con-
duct an investigation, ac-
cording to McFarland.

Worker trapped by slab in fresh grave

Hanover 
Park joins 
gun protest

JACKI 
SPINELLI

EasT haNOVEr TWP. – 
East Hanover Police re-
sponded to a report of  an 
accident at the Dunkin Do-
nuts at 456 Ridgedale Ave. at 
1:09 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 26 
to find that a BMW 320i had 
crashed through the front 
window and continued into 
the store.

One employee of  the 
store sustained a minor in-
jury to her finger, accord-
ing to Police Capt. Jack Am-

brose. No customers were 
injured.

The operator of  the ve-
hicle was treated for mi-
nor hand and facial inju-
ries and was transported to 
Morristown Medical Cen-
ter by  Atlantoc Heath Sys-
tem ambulance 

The cause of  the accident 
is unknown as of  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Investigation is continu-
ing.

Car makes own 
‘Donuts’ hole 
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Police investigate a BMW 320i that crashed through the 
front window of the Ridgedale Avenue, East Hanover 
Dunkin Donuts on Monday, Feb. 26

haNOVEr TWP. – Depu-
ty Mayor John Ferramos-
ca will seek re-election for 
a fourth term on the Town-
ship Committee in 2018.

His is the only open three-
year seat on the committee 
this year. The deadline for 
filing to run in the Tuesday, 
June 5 primary election is 
Monday, April 2.

Ferramosca said he is 
committed, “to help keep-
ing Hanover an affordable, 
great place to live.”

His said his major focus 
will be to. “Keep Hanover 
taxes low, maintain top qual-
ity municipal services and 
recreation programs, pro-
mote public safety, invest 
in our infrastructure with 
an emphasis on roads and 

re-develop 
the Route 10 
corridor.”

Ferramos-
ca said his 
major  ac -
complish-
ments were 
in  “Kee p-
ing Hanover 
first.” He cit-
ed his expe-

rience and involvement as 
a member of  the Econom-
ic Development Advisory 
Council (EDAC) where he 
serves as director. In that 
role he has supported re-de-
velopment of  closed com-
mercial facilities to improve 
tax ratables.

EDAC’s recent successes 
include the addition of  the 

leading financial institu-
tions Met Life and Barclays 
Bank, Wegmans Shopping 
Center, Unifirst Corp. and 
Hanover Avenue Crossings, 
he said.

Ferramosca has support-
ed planning activities as 
director of  the Planning 
Board and Zoning that had 
led to the successful re-de-
velopment of  the Hanover 
Avenue corridor that was 
showcased in Morris Coun-
ty’s annual development re-
port and New Jersey League 
of  Municipalities magazine.

He initiated a socio-eco-
nomic impact study to pre-
serve the suburban char-
acter of  the community 
and worked closely with 
the Township Committee 

to successfully manage its 
affordable housing obliga-
tions and lessen density im-
pact.

He defended the zoning 
of  the former Lucent South 
campus from a proposed 
400-apartment complex and 
worked to minimize River 
Park truck traffic on Eden 
Lane.

He is also a major sup-
porter of  the strategic ac-
quisition of  open space such 
as the 75-plus acres from 
the Route 24 state-owned 
tract along with recreation 
expansions at Bee Mead-
ow and Malapardis parks. 
Ferramosca was success-
ful in leading a countywide 
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From left, are Hanover Park High School teacher Carly Marchetta, students Tara Salmeri, Ashley Schimminger 
and Lianna Monticello, Librarian Stephanie Keat, Janaya Roberts and Matt Cardosso. The students were part of 
in-school project creating a video on Thursday, Feb. 22 with other students holding signs of comfort and support 
for the students of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., site of a mass shooting that left 17 
people dead on Wednesday, Feb. 14. Hanover Park sent the video to the Florida high school on Friday, Feb. 23.
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haNOVEr TWP. – The Morris Area 
Coalition for Education and Positive 
Choices will host its Second Annual 
Law Enforcement Night at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, March 2 at Mennen Arena as part 
of  its “Fridays at Mennen” to provide 
area youth with a good time our with-
out drugs or alcohol.

The Coalition is a pro-active team 
compromised of  elected officials, law 

enforcement, educational leaders and 
concerned citizens who are up to date 
on the latest crazes and abuses that 
are plaguing our children.

Officers and police departments 
from all over the state will be at Law 
Enforcement Night. It is at this event 
that youngsters get to see firsthand 
how law enforcement officers are pos-
itive influences in the community.

Equipment on display will be hors-
es kids are able to ride, provided by 
the Park Police. 

The Morris County Hope Van will 
be on display, as will helicopters, am-
bulances, emergency vehicles of  ev-
ery shape and size. Participants can 
wear riot gear, try on handcuffs and 
co-mingle with the law enforcement 
community.

Law Enforcement Night Friday
PLEASE SEE BID, PAGE 2 


