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For its coverage of  the scandal in which 
some members of  the Roseland Borough 
Council sent racial and anti-Semitic text 
messages, The progress won first place 
awards in both the coveted Public Ser-
vice-Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award and 
News Writing categories in the annual Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest sponsored by the 
New Jersey Press Association and judged 
by an out-of-state panel.

“We are immensely proud of  these awards 
and how they reflect important civic engage-
ment in our communities,” said Co-Publish-
er and Executive Editor Elizabeth K. Parker.

Judges praised The Progress for a “terrif-
ic job of  covering an explosive and revealing 
issue for any town government.”

The newspaper also won first place in the 
Coverage of  Elections; Politics category, and 
second place awards in the News Writing, 
Headline Writing and Editorial Comment 
categories.

New Jersey Hills Media Group, publish-

ers of  this newspaper and 14 others, won a 
total of  13 editorial awards in the non-daily 
division, sweeping the Editorial Comment 
category, an impressive result.

“The Progress showed initiative to follow 
this story to the end regardless of  the obsta-
cles they faced,” the judges commented in 
awarding the Public Service honor.

The stories, written by Editor Russ Cre-

Coverage of texting scandal 
wins major press awards
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By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

CaldWEll – Children 
from throughout West Es-
sex will soon be able to take 
part in organized baseball 
games through the newly 
chartered Caldwell Little 
League, throwing its first 
pitch for opening game day 
on Sunday, May 6.

According to Caldwell 
Little League Coach Pitch 
Director Shawn Rudden, 
Little League games will be 
played at either Wilson Ele-
mentary School or Grover 
Cleveland Park on open-
ing day, along with games 
against other Little League 
teams in Nutley, Livingston 
and Newark.

“I can’t wait for open-
ing day. This is amazing,” 
said Rudden. “The Little 
League is an opportunity 
for our children, and the 
community itself, to create 
something different, from 
a sports perspective. Little 
League first and foremost 
stresses that anyone can 
participate, including pro-
grams for handicapped ath-
letes, boys and girls alike.”

Rudden said that chil-
dren living in Caldwell, Es-
sex Fells, Fairfield, North 
Caldwell, Roseland and 
West Caldwell are welcome 
to join the Little League. 
The league offers nine dif-

ferent divisions of  play, 
which range from teams of  
five and six-year-olds up to 
kids that are 18 years old. 
The program also includes 
baseball teams for boys and 
girls, as well as girl’s soft-
ball and a challenger divi-
sion for special needs chil-
dren of  all ages.

Currently, more than 200 
local kids are involved in 
19 different teams under 
the league, comprised of  
10 tee ball teams, five coach 
pitch teams, three minor 
league teams and one ma-
jor league team.

The Caldwell Little 
League was officially char-
tered in February this year, 

he said, the culmination of  
a two year long campaign 
to create the program. The 
campaign to charter the 
league was spearheaded 
by Caldwell Little League 
President William “B.J.” 
Kurus.

Both Rudden and Ku-
rus are Caldwell residents, 
and have children interest-
ed in sports, Rudden said. 
Both of  their families had 
been involved in local rec-
reation programs, he said, 
but wanted to do more.

“We felt that Little 
League could provide the 
structure and accessibili-
ty to learning the game of  
baseball in a fun, friendly, 
competitive environment,” 
he said. “This also puts the 
Caldwell Little League on 
the map as a charted orga-
nization among the other 
leagues worldwide.”

Rudden said the Little 
League’s connection to an 
international stage was re-
ally exciting for him and 
his family.

“I’ve been involved in 
sports my entire life. I grew 
up in Staten Island, New 
York, playing baseball as a 
pitcher followed by basket-
ball and football,” he said. 
“From baseball to rugby, 
I’ve been fortunate enough 
to play on successful teams. 

Local Little League 
chartered in Caldwell

Local residents are getting 
gear ready for the newly 
chartered Caldwell Little 
League’s opening games, 
set to start on Sunday, 
May 6.

We are back with our photo pop quiz that asks where in 
West Essex this photo was taken. Send your guesses to 
rcrespolini@newjerseyhills.com and check out the answer 
to this week’s Where In on Page Three.

WhErE iN WEsT EssEX?

North Caldwell BaNd 
opeNs BoN Jovi CoNCert 

The Revel performs at 
packed Prudential Center

From left Dillon D’An-
tuono, Chris Iasiello, 

Jon Bon Jovi, Mike 
Iasiello and Dean 
D’Antuono meet 

after the North Cald-
well-based band The 

Revel opened for Bon 
Jovi at the Prudential 
Center in Newark on 

Saturday, April 7.

North Caldwell resident Dean D’Antuono had the chance 
to rock out in front of a crowd of more than 20,000 peo-
ple when The Revel opened for a Bon Jovi concert at the 
Prudential Center in Newark on Saturday, April 7.

By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

NOrTh CaldWEll – 
Two West Essex Regional 
High School alums had the 
chance to rock out in front 
of  a crowd of  more than 20,000 people when The Revel 
opened for a Bon Jovi concert at the Prudential Center 
in Newark on Saturday, April 7.

The Revel, formed last year, is comprised of  two sets 
of  brothers, including North Caldwell residents and 
West Essex alumnus Dean and Dillon D’Antuono along 
with Elmwood Park residents Mike Iasiello and Chris 
Iasiello. Bon Jovi performed at the Prudential Center 
as part of  a “This House is Not for Sale” concert tour.

“It was an amazing, incredible experience,” said Dil-
lon D’Antuono, the lead guitarist in The Revel. “The 
music that we play is suited for an arena. The crowd 
loved us, and we loved the crowd there. Connecting 
with the crowd is something you learn from playing 
at smaller venues, because its more personal. Taking 
that to an arena, feeling the energy of  20,000 people, is 
the best high you can ever be on. It was an experience 
like no other.”

Dean D’Antuono, the lead singer of  The Revel, said 
the experience was mind blowing.

“That big mass of  people screaming back at you 
when you finish a song, it can’t help but give you a big 

>> RELATED VIDEO

Please see our video 
on The Revel band at 
theprogressnj.com. By DEREK ALLEN 

STAFF WRITER

NOrTh CaldWEll – The 
West Essex Regional Board 
of  Education unanimously 
adopted the budget for the 
2018-19 school year, totaling 
$41,183,879, at a meeting on 
Tuesday, April 24.

This year’s budget has in-
creased $1,215,810 from last 
year’s budget of  $39,968,069.

“This budget maintains 
existing district staff, ac-
ademic offerings, extra 
curricular activities and 
transportation,” said Busi-
ness Administrator Melis-
sa Kida. “Salaries and ben-
efits, are the biggest chunk 
of  the budget, almost 70 per-
cent of  the budget. Then, 
regular education is 3.9 per-
cent of  the budget… mean-
ing supplies, textbooks 
and professional services. 
Transportation costs and 
special education programs 
are also a big part of  the 
budget.”

Essex Fells, Fairfield, 
North Caldwell and Rose-
land all pay into West Es-
sex’s budget through prop-
erty taxes.

Kida said the state of  New 
Jersey sends her data on re-
gional allocation of  funds 
through equalized valua-
tion of  homes in the area, 
which gives each town’s 

percentage toward the to-
tal 2018-19 budget. This is 
based on the equalized val-
uation of  the municipality, 
as well as regional enroll-
ment figures.

• Under the proposed bud-
get, Essex Fells taxpayers 
will contribute 43.2 cents 
per $100 of  assessed proper-
ty value, or $432 per $100,000 
of  assessed value. That 
means an average increase 
of  around $10 per $100,000 
household in the borough. 
Last year, Essex Fells res-
idents contributed 42.2 
cents per $100 of  assessed 
property value, or $422 per 
$100,000. Essex Fells is pay-
ing $3,552,975 towards the 
total budget.

• Fairfield property own-
ers will pay 62.1 cents in 
school taxes per $100 of  as-
sessed value, or $621 per 
$100,000 of  assessed value. 
Last year, for every $100,000 
of  assessed valuation, Fair-
field taxpayers contributed 
$611 for school taxes. That 
means an average increase 
of  $10 per $100,000 house-
hold in the township. Fair-
field is paying the highest 
amount towards the to-
tal budget, contributing 
$16,021,180.

School 
budget up 
$1,215,810
Tax increase for all sending districts
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