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By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

caLdWELL – Retired 
Caldwell Police Capt. and 
full-time filmmaker Don-
na Roman-Hernandez has 
been officially selected to 
premiere her film “The 
End” at the Garden State 
Film Festival in Asbury 
Park on Sunday, March 25.

The nine-minute film is 
about a police sergeant’s 
plot to kill his ex-girlfriend 
after she files a restraining 
order against him. “The 
End” will premiere repeat-
edly from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the Asbury Park council 
chambers, on the third day 
of  the festival, which runs 
from Thursday, March 22 
to Sunday, March 25.

“The purpose of  my 
short film is to bring aware-
ness to the cycle of  domes-
tic violence, the power and 
control in a toxic dating re-
lationship and how dan-
gerous it can be for the 
victim to end the relation-
ship,” said Roman-Her-
nandez. “It’s a tense situa-
tion sometimes when you 
have a strong message in 
a film. Some festivals shy 
away from things about 

domestic violence, and sit-
uational violence. I think it 

is very courageous of  them 
to show the film.”

All of  the actors in-
volved in the film were ei-
ther active duty or retired 
police officers, she said.

“For some of  them, this 
was their first time acting, 

and I was pleasantly sur-
prised with their abilities,” 
she said. “No one was paid, 
they all saw it as an aware-
ness piece that they want-
ed to devote their artistry 

Former Caldwell Captain 
Featured in Film Festival
Donna Roman-Hernandez directs ‘The End’

Retired Caldwell Police Captain and full-time filmmaker Donna Roman-Hernan-
dez has been officially selected to premiere her film “The End” at the Garden 
State Film Festival in Asbury Park on Sunday, March 25.

>> RELATED VIDEO

Please see our video 
on “The End” at the-
progressnj.com.

NOrTh caLdWELL – The 
grades 7-12 West Essex Re-
gional Board of  Education 
unanimously approved a 
tentative base budget pro-
posal for the 2018-19 school 
year at a meeting on Mon-
day, March 19.

The base budget is a re-
curring set of  funds and is 
derived from the previous 
year’s spending and adjust-
ments such as inflation.

The base budget, adding 
up to $41,183,879 in total, 
would have a local tax levy 
of  $38,337,735. This is a pro-
jected $987,274 increase from 
last year’s $37,350,461.

“Business Administrator 
Melissa Kida is budgeting 
flat for state aid this upcom-
ing year,” said board mem-
ber Cynthia Egan. “The cur-
rent tax increase would be 
2.98 percent.”

The specific breakdown 
of  the tax implications for 
the sending towns of  North 
Caldwell, Fairfield, Rose-

land and Essex Fells will be 
available when the numbers 
are finalized and present-
ed at a hearing on Tuesday, 
April 24.

The base budget includes 
funds for a Class III Spe-
cial Law Enforcement Of-
ficer (SLEO) to be hired at 
the school, at the approxi-
mate cost of  $50,000 a year. 
The base budget also in-
cludes $2,000,000 in funds 
for planned capital improve-
ments like locker room reno-
vations at the middle school 
and the installation of  gen-
erator upgrades at both 
schools.

Funds have been set 
aside for new laptops for in-

By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

rOsELaNd – Mayor John 
Duthie ordered the investi-
gation into the origins of  a 
political mailer sent to ev-
ery residence in Roseland, 
bearing the return address 
of  the Roseland Municipal 
Court, but not sent by the 
municipality, according to 
Chief  of  Police Richard Mc-
Donough.

The investigation was 
started after mailers were 
sent to every residence in 
Roseland on Friday, Aug. 
11, 2017, with information 
about redevelopment plans 
and PILOT (Payment In 
Lieu Of  Taxes) programs 
being discussed by the May-
or and Council at that time.

The mailers bore 19 Har-
rison Ave. as a return ad-
dress, the address for the 
Roseland Municipal Court, 
but the mailers were not 
sent by Roseland. The mail-
ers were sent by Roseland 
resident Claudia Reis.

“The mayor asked me to 
investigate. He didn’t under-
stand why the mailer had 
the wrong address,” said 
McDonough. “I ordered an 
investigation because it was 
requested by a borough offi-
cial. It was conducted, and 
conducted properly. The per-
son that sent the postcard 
was identified through the 

investigation, and it was de-
termined that no violation 
was committed.”

McDonough said that af-
ter the mailers were sent, he 
asked Cpt. Livio Cioffi, who 
was a detective lieutenant 
at the time, to conduct the 
investigation. He said noth-
ing inappropriate was done 
by Cioffi in the investiga-
tion, it was simply looked 
into in light of  the concern 
and confusion the mailers 
caused.

At a Mayor and Council 
meeting on Monday, Dec. 11, 
2017, Cioffi was slated for a 
promotion to the rank of  
captain. Before the resolu-
tion appointing Cioffi as cap-
tain was voted upon by the 
Mayor and Council, the res-
olution was open to public 
comment, where Reis spoke.

Reis and her husband, 
Board of  Education mem-
ber Scott Gorman, have 
been outspoken through-
out 2017 at council meetings 
and participated in the re-
call movement to remove 
Councilman Thomas Tsilio-
nis last summer.

“Over the summer, a 
non-criminal investigation 
was started against me. It 
was used to target me, and to 
file frivolous claims against 
me,” said Reis. “When asked 
why Detective Cioffi would 
risk his badge by violating 
the civil rights of  a citizen, 

I was told that he was like-
ly either promised a promo-
tion or a pay raise.”

She spoke at the meeting, 
she said, because the Mayor 
and Council was using tax 
dollars and the borough’s 
police force to attack its per-
ceived political opponents.

“It is wrong to use our 
tax dollars to promote those 
who do your dirty work, and 
it is clear that that’s exact-
ly what is happening by the 
fact that this body on its own 
came up with the idea of  
promoting Cioffi,” she said.

At the meeting, Duth-
ie said he would no longer 
“dignify lies” with any type 
of  response.

Duthie, Tsilionis, Coun-
cilman David Jacobs, Coun-
cilwoman Michele Tolli and 
Councilman Peter Smith all 
approved Cioffi’s promotion 
at the meeting. Then-Coun-
cil President Mark Vidovich 
also voted in the affirmative, 
and Councilman Rich Leon-
ard abstained.

Reis’ comments at the 
meeting drew the ire of  
some residents, like Rose-
land resident Laura LaBi-
anca.

“I was horrified as I 
watched Claudia Reis hi-
jack the promotion of  a 
highly regarded detective in 
front of  his family, friends 

Mailer investigation 
instigated by mayor 
in Roseland
John Duthie instructed police to take action

By EDWARD A. BURKE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

rOsELaNd – There is an 
open invitation to all former 
students and former staff  
of  the grades preK-6 Lester 
C. Noecker School to make 
celebrating the school’s 50th 
Anniversary a success this 
year by submitting mem-
ories and memorabilia of  
their experience at Noecker 
to share at a planned Alum-
ni/Alumnae Tea later this 
spring.

Superintendent Deanne 
Somers made the announce-
ment at the public meeting 
of  the school board Tuesday, 
March 13, saying that in con-
nection with the celebration 
a special Alumni/Alumnae 
Form is now available to 
complete and submit online.

“We would love for former 
alumni, alumnae and staff  
to join us in celebrating this 

special occasion, and help us 
spread the words of  peace, 
love and Noecker,” she said.

The form can be accessed 
at https://tinyurl.com/
y7pq7cxa.

In addition to requiring 
name, address, phone num-
ber and email information, 
the form asks former stu-
dents and staff  members to 
provide the number of  years 
they spent at the school, and 
for former staff  to describe 
the role they performed.

Besides providing space 
to relate a favorite memo-
ry of  the time spent at No-
ecker, former students and 
staff  who have photos, doc-
uments or other items to 
showcase at the upcoming 
50th Anniversary celebra-
tion are instructed to email 
them to: techsupport@rose-
landnjboe.org, and check-
off  on the Form notice for 
the school to “keep an eye 

out for the email and attach-
ments.”

Larger physical items 
that anyone would like to 
submit for the 50th Anni-
versary can be noted on the 
Form, and the school will 
reach out with instruction 
on how to provide them.

The school superinten-
dent’s secretary, Cathy Over-
beck, is available to answer 
questions about the 50th 
Anniversary or about com-
pleting the form. She can be 
reached at: coverbeck@rose-
landnjboe.org, or at 973-226-
7644, ext. 315.

When Noecker School 
opened in 1968, only the up-
per grades moved in from 
the old school building at 
19 Harrison Avenue. A few 
years later Noecker took in 
the lower grades, also, and 
19 Harrison Ave. became 
Roseland’s Municipal Build-
ing.

Memorabilia sought 
for Noecker’s 50th
Students and staff asked to share memories

Fran DePalma-Iozzi 
sent us this photo 
pop quiz and wants 
to know if you can 
spot where she 
took this picture. 
Send your guesses 
to rcrespolini@new-
jerseyhills.com and 
check out the an-
swer to last week’s 
Where In on Page 9.

WhErE IN 
WEsT EssEX

PLEASE SEE MAILER, PAGE 6

PLEASE SEE FILM, PAGE 6

Budget 
proposal 
approved
Funds allocated for school security 
guard, capital improvements

>> RELATED VIDEO

Please see our video 
on the West Essex 
Board of Education at 
theprogressnj.com.

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, PAGE 6


