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EGG-CITING DAY

photos by p.C. robinson

A line of eager kids impatiently wait to collect the 6,000 plastic eggs spread out across Fireman’s Field during Mine 
Hill’s annual Easter egg hunt on Saturday, March 31.

Cramming on to 
the settee to visit 
the Easter Bunny at 
Mine Hill’s annual 
Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny at 
the civic center on 
Saturday, March 
31 are, from left, 
Mine Hill young-
sters Juliana and 
Steven Bochicchio, 
and Trent Wilfong. 
Portraying the Eas-
ter Bunny is Sarah 
Morris, daughter 
of Mine Hill Mayor 
Sam Morris.  Please 
see pages 2 and 8 
for more photos.

By P.C. ROBINSON
EDITOR

MiNE hill TWp. – Sunny 
spring weather, if  not a tad 
gusty, made the perfect day 
for the more than 700 kids 
and parents gathered at 
Fireman’s Field for the fire 
department’s annual Easter 
egg hunt on Saturday.

Clutching plastic baskets 
and bowls, the children im-
patiently squirmed and 
shuffled in place as they 
lined up for the hunt’s start.

One family arrived in 
the last minute, hurrying 
their bunny-costumed child 

across the field to the tod-
dlers’ section just before the 
fire department siren sig-
naled the hunt’s start.

No sooner did the siren 
wail than the yellow police 
tape dropped and kids tore 
down the field after more 
than 6,000 pastel-colored 
plastic eggs. While most 
contained candy treats, 
a few were “golden eggs” 

bearing a ticket for large 
holiday gift baskets filled 
with candies and games.

The hunt was held follow-
ing another popular holiday 
tradition – breakfast with 
the Easter Bunny. Held in 
the Baker Street Civic Cen-
ter, that event drew scores 
of  families who enjoyed 
eggs and pancakes while 
waiting to have a meet and 

greet with the Easter Bun-
ny, who this year was por-
trayed by Sarah Morris, 
daughter of  township May-
or Sam Morris.

Volunteer groups in 
the township took the 
opportunity Saturday to 
also do a little fund-rais-
ing.

M e m b e r s  o f  G i rl s 
Scout Troop 95002 sold 
the always-popular Girl 
Scout cookies outside the 
Civic Center during the 
breakfast, and members 
of  the township’s First 
Aid Squad sold hot dogs 
during the egg hunt.

Easter fun draws hundreds
>> VIDEOS ONLINE

For videos of Mine Hill’s Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny and egg hunt, please visit us on-
line at randolphreporter.com.

Depending on where they 
live, voters will – or will not 
– see a primary election for 
Township Council in the 
Tuesday, June 5 primary 
election.

While no local seats ex-
pire this year in Mine Hill, 
Randolph voters will see 
both Democrat and Repub-
lican candidates on the bal-
lot for local representation, 
with a contest on the GOP 
side.

Incum-
bents May-
or Mark For-
stenhausler 
and Depu-
t y  M ayo r 
James Lov-
eys,  f irst -
time candi-
dates Marie 
Potter and 
L o u  N i -
sivoccia, and former town-
ship mayor Roman Hirniak 

are the candidates seeking 
the four, four-year terms 
on the now all-Republican 

dais.
Forstenhausler, Loveys, 

Potter and Nisivoccia are 

running as a slate, while 
Hirniak, whose 2016 free-
holder bid ended in the 
June primary, is running 
solo.

Whoever wins the pri-
mary will go on to face a 
full slate of  four Democrats 
consisting of  current Mu-
nicipal Alliance Commit-
tee member David Timpan-
aro of  450 Quaker Church 

Full slates, one contest for one local race

MARIE
POTTER

LOU
NISIVOCCIA

JAMES
LOVEYS

ROMAN
HIRNIAK

MARK
FORSTENHAUSLER

Don’t like how Jersey 
Central Power & Light re-
stored power or respond-
ed to customers in last 
month’s Nor’easters?

Then attend the pub-
lic hearings to be held by 
the state’s Board of  Public 
Utilities starting today.

The first will be held 
from 4 to 7 p.m. today, 
Thursday, March 5, at 
the Byram Intermediate 
School located at 12 Man-
sfield Drive, in Byram 
Township, Sussex County.

The second hearing is 
scheduled for 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 12 at Par-
sippany Town Hall 1001 
Parsippany Blvd., Parsip-
pany.

The hearings bring a 
mixed response from area 
officials.

“(BPU officials) are the 
regulatory agency with 
the authority to effect 
change on the industry,” 
said Randolph Township 
Manager Steve Moun-
tain. “I hope those who ex-
pressed concerns about 
the storm related outag-
es take advantage of  these 
public forums.”

While he plans on at-

tending tonight’s meeting, 
Mine Hill Mayor Sam Mor-
ris, questioned just how 
much the board could do.

“I think we need the 
state legislature and gov-
ernor to make our power 
grid a state priority and 
give the power companies 
unilateral power to cut 
and remove trees as they 
see fit to protect a grid,” he 
said.

He said if  any environ-
mental activists “want to 
get in the way we can just 
tell them we will cut the 
trees down for them so 
they can take them home.”

Joseph L. Fiordaliso, 
president of  the New Jer-
sey State Board of  Public 
Utilities, said in a state-
ment that the first two 
hearings are part of  five 
planned as part of  BPU 
staff ’s investigation into 
the response of  the state’s 
four electric companies to 
the most recent storms.

“We are moving ag-
gressively forward with 
our investigation into the 
utilities’ storm response 
to the major storms we 

By P.C. ROBINSON
EDITOR

MiNE hill TWp.  – 
Dunkin’ Donuts can have 
a drive-through at its store 
at the corner of  Canfield 
Avenue and Route 46 – but 
on one major condition.

Members of  the Town-
ship Planning Board on 
Monday unanimously ap-
proved PMG NJ Inc.’s pro-
posal providing the new 
building be reduced by 500 
feet, or about 20 percent.

The company willingly 
complied. A chunk of  the 
building’s eastern side – 
that closest to Canfield Av-
enue – will be lopped off, 
reducing the building’s 
size from 3,000 to 2,500 
square feet. The new build-
ing will also sit farther 
back toward the property’s 
south side to better accom-
modate the drive through.

PMG also agreed to oth-
er conditions. A 24-foot 

wide “no loading” zone 
will be striped out to bar 
commercial vehicles from 
making deliveries at the 
store’s front, and the drive 
through’s pass-by lane will 
be widened from 10 to 12 
feet to improve traffic flow.

The store’s fuel pumps 
and canopy, however, will 
remain untouched al-
though PMG received ap-
proval for larger and inte-
rior illuminated signage 
for the gas pumps.

Following the meeting, 
Jason Tuvel, the attorney 
representing PMG, said 
work at the site could start 
as early as late summer or 
early fall, depending on 
how fast various permits 
and approvals can be ob-
tained.

Started in February and 
carried into March, the 
hearing shed light into the 
subtle customer service 

Outage 
hearings 
start today

PLEASE SEE RACE, PAGE 2

PLEASE SEE OUTAGE, PAGE 2

Dunkin’ 
gets a go

PLEASE SEE GO, PAGE 2


