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By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

Over 3,000 residents 
lined Bloomfield Avenue to 
see vehicles and marchers 

sporting red, white and blue 
to celebrate local veterans 
and remember those who 
lost their lives answering 
the call of  duty at the annu-
al Memorial Day Parade on 

Monday, May 28.
The communities of  Cald-

well, Essex Fells, Fairfield, 
North Caldwell, Roseland, 
and West Caldwell kicked 
off  the parade at 9:30 a.m., 

with a step-off  from For-
est Avenue in Caldwell. 
The line of  march wound 
its way a little more than a 
mile down Bloomfield Av-
enue before ending with a 

ceremony at Crane Park in 
West Caldwell.

A wide variety of  West Es-
sex organizations marched 
in the parade, including lo-
cal first aid squads, scout 

troops, senior citizen clubs, 
police departments, fire-
fighters, and members of  
the Kiwanis Club of  Cald-

West essex Honors sacrifice 
WitH MeMorial Day ParaDe
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Crowds of residents lined Bloomfield Avenue Monday, May 28 to see vehicles and marchers sporting red, white and blue to celebrate local veterans and remember the nation’s 
war dead at the Memorial Day Parade.

West Essex municipal 
races have finished the first 
leg of  the contest as incum-
bents and first-time can-
didates seek their party’s 
nomination in the Tuesday, 
June 5 primary election.

Roseland
In Roseland, Republican 

Mayor John Duthie of  Mor-
gantine Road is not run-
ning for re-election. His 
post is open for a four-year 
term. Republican Coun-
cilmen Thomas Tsilionis 
of  Lasalle Court and Pe-
ter Smith of  Monroe Ave-
nue are also stepping down 
from their posts at the end 
of  the year. Neither of  them 
filed to run for re-election, 
leaving two Council seats 
open for three-year terms. 
Roseland is the only local 
election contested in the 
primary.

There are six Republi-
cans and three Democrats 
who have filed to win their 
party’s nomination.

According to Roseland 
Republican Municipal 
Chairman Mary Comito, 
the County Committee is 
endorsing a new leadership 
team of  Jean Perrotti, Ar-
istotle Popolizio and Jane 
Raso Salmon designed to 
“Move Roseland Forward 
Together.”

Jean Perrotti, of  Second 
Avenue, is looking to be-
come Roseland’s fist female 
mayor. Perrotti, currently 
a member of  the Roseland 
Board of  Education, and 
her husband Frank and 
their two boys have lived in 
Roseland for over 20 years.

She attended Kean Uni-
versity and career as a 
Leasing Coordinator for Si-
mon Property Group, Inc.. 
As her two boys, Frank 
and Anthony were growing 
up she was extensively in-
volved in both Noecker and 
West Essex schools, is the 
past Chairman of  the Rose-
land’s Municipal Youth 
Guidance Committee, pres-

ently serves as a Trustee at 
the Roseland Library and is 
the Secretary and a District 
Leader of  the Roseland Re-
publican County Commit-
tee.

“Jean’s depth of  knowl-
edge of  the issues, years of  
dedicated service to Rose-
land, her passion and lead-
ership style of  inclusion 
and collaboration make her 
uniquely qualified to serve, 
if  elected, as Roseland’s 
first woman mayor,” Comi-
to said.

Looking to fill one of  
the two council seats being 
vacated by Tsilionis and 
Smith is Popolizio of  Pas-
saic Avenue. Popolizio is a 
graduate of  Penn State Uni-
versity with a degree in fi-
nance and is a Series 7 and 
66 Registered Represen-
tative with McAdam LLC 
in Jersey City. He grew up 
in Roseland and attend-
ed both Noecker and West 

Roseland primary 
showdown June 5

By RUSS CRESPOLINI
EDITOR

rOsELaNd – Police Chief  
Richard McDonough sent a 
laundry list of  grievances 
to Borough Attorney Ethan 
Jesse Sheffet alleging in-
terference in internal po-
lice matters and retaliatory 
threats when that interfer-
ence was questioned in a let-
ter dated Friday, May 11.

The letter, obtained by 
The Progress, was sent from 
attorney Nancy Smith, an 
employment attorney from 
the Smith Mullen law firm 
in Montclair on behalf  of  
McDonough. In the letter, 
McDonough claims that he 
objected to interference in 
decisions about advance-
ment in the Police Depart-
ment being made based on 

what politicians and their 
donors desired rather than 
what was in the best inter-
est of  the department and 
the public.

“The Chief  wanted to 
make promotion decisions 
based on experience, quali-
fications and the best person 
for the job,” the letter states. 
“Since Chief  McDonough 
complained about political 
interference in promotion 
decisions, including inter-
ference by donors to politi-
cians, he was given two Rice 
notices, threatened with ter-
mination, told to retire, and 
threatened that a Police Di-
rector would be hired above 
him.”

A Rice Notice is a notifica-
tion from a public body that 
it is going to discuss an in-
dividual’s employment in 

an upcoming meeting. New 
Jersey’s Open Public Meet-
ings Act, known as the Sun-
shine Law, provides that 
meetings of  public bodies 
should be open to the pub-
lic. The purpose of  the Sun-
shine Law is to avoid secre-
cy in governance, and to 
give citizens advance notice 
of, and the right to attend, 
meetings of  public bodies 
at which topics of  interest 
to them are going to be ad-
dressed. There are some 
exceptions to this require-
ment, and an important ex-
ception is that discussion of  
personnel matters affecting 
specific individuals should 
be held in closed session. 
This exception allows the in-
dividuals being discussed to 

CaLdWELL — The Prog-
ress will publish its annual 
award-winning graduation is-
sue on Thursday, June 28.

The June 28 issue will fea-
ture West Essex High School, 
North Caldwell, students who 
graduate on Friday, June 22 as 
well as students from James 
Caldwell High School, West 
Caldwell, who graduate on 
Thursday, June 21. The week 
after, Thursday, July 5, will be 
our special summer edition.

A special section of  this is-
sue will have photos of  every 
graduating senior. This infor-
mation will come from the 
high schools.

In addition, The Progress 
will devote many pages, in-
cluding the front page, to the 
graduations.

Also included will be area 
college and private school 
graduates.

Stories and pictures of  col-
lege graduates must come 

from either the students 
themselves or their families.

Private high schools must 
submit their own press re-
leases and photographs of  
graduates.

The deadline for inclusion 
of  college graduates in the 
special issues is 4 p.m. Friday, 
June 13.

To be considered for pub-
lication, send material, via 
e-mail only, to rcrespolini@
newjerseyhills.com.

Deadlines told for graduation issues
We are back with 
our photo pop quiz 
that asks where 
in West Essex this 
photo was taken. 
Send your guesses 
to rcrespolini@
newjerseyhills.
com and check out 
the answer to last 
week’s challenge 
on Page Two.

WhErE IN 
WEsT EssEX?

PLEASE SEE PARADE, PAGE 18

Police Chief alleges 
interference, retaliation 
by governing body
Richard McDonough says promotion decisions 
were influenced by ‘politicians and their donors’

PLEASE SEE PRIMARY, PAGE 7PLEASE SEE POLICE, PAGE 15


