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By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

CaldWEll – Resident 
and local actor Alexandru 
Aldea has been named Best 
Actor for his role in “All 
About Rita,” an indepen-
dent short film showcased 
at the Jersey City Pop Up 
Film Festival on Wednes-
day, Feb. 21.

The festival was held 
at the Brightside Tavern 
in Jersey City. “All About 
Rita” also won Best Short 
at the Brightside Tavern 
Film Festival, held at the 
same location on Sunday, 
March 4.

“This came as a com-
plete surprise to me, to 
be honest,” said Aldea. 
“There were many worthy 
contenders for the Best Ac-
tor and Best Actress cat-
egory. Being recognized, 
and others seeing the value 
in my work, is a wonderful 
validation for the time and 
effort spent on this amaz-
ing short film.”

Aldea said that in the 
festival, there was only one 
award created for both the 
Best Actor and Best Actress 
categories, so he felt espe-
cially honored to receive 

the award.
I n  t h e 

film, Aldea 
plays the 
role of  Rick 
Roland, a 
private in-
vestigator 
looking to 
meet with 
t h e  m a n 
who hired 

him in a seedy bar.
“Carlo Lula, played by 

my good friend and a very 
talented Brazilian actor 
Gustavo Pace, comes into 
the bar. He suspects his 
wife of  cheating on him 
with one of  her co-work-
ers, and wants to get to the 
truth,” he said. “It has a bit 
of  a darker, more film noir 
feel. The investigator has 
already been working the 
case, and impresses Car-
lo with his progress. The 
turn happens when Carlo 
gets his answers.”

Both characters are 
forced to make an import-

ant decision once the truth 
comes to light, he said.

“The story ends on a bit 
of  a cliffhanger, and the fi-
nal conclusion is left to the 
audience’s imagination,” 
said Aldea. “This film was 
incredibly fun to shoot, and 
I had a chance to work with 
very talented folks.”

The script for the short 
was fascinating, he said, 
and the film was edited 
in record time. He said he 
wanted to thank all of  the 
organizers involved in the 
Jersey City Pop Up Festi-
val.

“Their very kind and 
professional treatment of  
me and all the other folks 
submitting their work took 
the pressure off,” he said. 
“They run a lot of  festivals 
in and around the New 
York and New Jersey area, 
and it is always a fun and 
rewarding experience to be 
a part of  their events.”

The award was given to 
Aldea right before his na-
tional television debut 
on “Pope: The Most Pow-
erful Man in History,” a 
CNN miniseries that pre-
miered on Sunday, March 

Caldwell resident 
wins best actor  
in film festival
Aldea nabs award for short film role

ALEXANDRU 
ALDEA

>> RELATED VIDEO

Please see our video 
on “All About Rita” 
at theprogressnj.com.

We are back with 
our photo pop quiz 
asking where in 
West Essex this pho-
to was taken. Send 
your guesses to rcre-
spolini@newjersey-
hills.com and check 
out the answer to 
last week’s Where In 
on Page 12.

WhErE iN  
WEsT EssEX?

By VICTORIA LEONARDO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

CaldWEll  — After 
more than four decades 
of  not being together un-

der the same roof, the 1977 
and 1978 James Caldwell 
American Legion Post 185 
New Jersey State Cham-
pionship baseball teams 
were reunited on Saturday, 

March 24 to celebrate their 
past victory.

Some players had even 
traveled from out of  state 
to share the moment 
amongst their teammates.

Essex County Freehold-
er Leonard Luciano pre-
sented a plaque on behalf  
of  the freeholders to honor 

James Caldwell ameriCan 
legion Champions reunite

Baseball team celebrates 
back-to-back victories after 40 years
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By EFFIE JANULIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WEsT CaldWEll TWp. 
– The latest HIB (harass-
ment, bullying, and intimi-
dation) report, student and 
staff  recognitions, staff  
tenure announcements, 
and clarification about the 
gifted and talented pro-
gram’s criteria were the 
main points at the grades 
K-12 Caldwell-West Cald-
well Board of  Education 
meeting on Monday, April 
8.

Superintendent James 
Heinegg shared that sev-
eral incidents of  violence 
and vandalism occurred in 
the district between July 1 
and Dec. 31, 2017. Those in-
cluded a physical assault, a 
threatening remark, three 
physical altercations, 13 
illegal substance posses-
sions, more than doubling 
the last report, and a case 
of  selling/distributing an 
illegal substance.

He said that specific 

schools are typically “not 
delineated” in the bi-annu-
al violence and vandalism 
reports.

Heinegg said that during 
that same time period, 14 
instances of  HIB were re-
ported, but only three were 
determined to meet the 
state definition of  HIB. 
Two of  these incidents took 
place at James Caldwell 
High School (JCHS) and 
the other at Grover Cleve-
land Middle School.

Test Questioned
Stephanie Swanson, a 

parent at the meeting, in-
quired whether the InView 
test given to second grad-
ers in the district is the 
sole criterion used to deter-
mine entry into the gifted 
and talented program.

Heinegg said that In-
View test results, along 
with class performance 
and teacher recommen-
dations, are used to deter-

CALDWELL-WEST CALDWELL SCHOOL BOARD

Spike  
in illegal 
substances
Incidents double  
since previous report

NOrTh CaldWEll – The 
Mayor and Council are look-
ing to form a Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee 
(LEPC) to develop a federal-
ly mandated emergency re-
sponse plan for the borough 
in the event of  a storm or a 
natural disaster.

Potential candidates for 
the committee were dis-
cussed at a Borough Coun-
cil conference meeting on 
Tuesday, April 10. Mayor Jo-
seph Alessi was absent from 
the meeting, and Coun-

cil President Cynthia San-
tomauro presided over the 
meeting in his absence.

According to North Cald-
well Office of  Emergen-
cy Management (OEM) 
Coordinator John D’Ascen-
sio, the committee’s func-
tions would be to develop an 
emergency response plan 
for residents, review the 
plan at least once a year and 
provide information about 
chemicals in the communi-
ty to citizens.

“They meet to look at the 

hazards in the community 
– fortunately, our hazards 
are minimal – and come up 
with a plan if  they need to,” 
he said.

“They also have meetings 
before a major storm like 
Hurricane Sandy. It’s actu-
ally done on a very informal 
level. You know, with myself, 
and the fire department, ev-
erything has seemed to 
work out in the past, it’s 
just that we are mandated to 

PLEASE SEE REPORT, PAGE 7

North Caldwell 
forming emergency 
response committee
Council combing through 
candidate lists for volunteer group
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The 1977 and 1978 James Caldwell American Legion Post 185 New Jersey State Championship baseball teams 
were reunited on Saturday, March 24


