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WORD REVELRY

Ironia Elementary School fourth graders from teacher Trish Bourke’s class show off the costumes they wore during 
the Randolph school’s Vocabulary Day parade held at the school on Friday, Feb. 2. Participants are, front row from 
left, Chris Antico, Brayden Meditz, Jacob Conti, Carly Weinstock, Michael Najjar, Justin Novak and Juliette Jewu-
siak; back row, from left, Jayden Fuehring, Louie LoVerde and Kaitlyn Brown.

VOCabuLary Parade

By P.C. ROBINSON
EDITOR

Know that hungry feeling 
when you’ve been too busy 
to eat or running too late 
for that meeting? Or maybe, 
once in a blue moon, you’ve 
gone without those favorite 
foods because there’s more 
month than money?

Then maybe you’ll want 
to join members of  Rota-
ry District 7470 in Madison 
next month to help package 
and distribute non-perish-
able, ready-to-cook meals 
as part of  the district’s End 
Hunger 3.6 initiative.

Since 2016, Rotarians and 

others have gathered in 
Madison to package meals 
for the needy. First held in 
the gym of  St. Vincent Mar-
tyr Church, the event this 
year will be held 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, March 10 
at Drew University, 36 Mad-
ison Ave.

The Drew venue will ac-
commodate an event whose 
numbers of  participants 
have skyrocketed since 
first held in 2016, said event 
chair Ellsworth Havens of  
the Madison Rotary Club 
on Thursday.

According to Havens, in 
2016, 200 volunteers pack-
aged 53,000 meals. Last year, 

600 volunteers packed up 
123,000 meals, which were 
then distributed to soup 
kitchens and feeding sta-
tions throughout the dis-
trict, whose 47 chapters 
serve the counties of  Essex, 

Morris, Sussex, Warren, 
and Bernardsville in Som-
erset County.

This year, Havens said he 
already expects 700 to 800 
volunteers.

Besides Rotarians and 

their friends and fami-
ly members, Havens said 
he’s getting calls from “Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, banks, 
law firms, real estate firms. 
I’m getting emails almost 
every day asking, ‘Can we 
get involved?’”

“It’s taken on a life of  its 
own,” he said.

As for the expected 
amount of  meals to be 
packaged? Havens predict-
ed those will total at least 
200,000, or quadruple what 
the initial event produced.

It is the largest Rotary 
food distribution project in 
the country.

And don’t expect the 

event to end – or shrink – 
any time soon.

Because of  an anticipated 
merger with another Rotary 
district, the event will only 
grow. Havens said it’s pos-
sible a second will be added 
next year as a result of  that 
merger.

Area Rotarians are an-
swering the call pitching in 
by either volunteering on 
Saturday, March 10 or mak-
ing monetary donations.

Randolph Rotarians 
are donating, as they have 
done in the past, said chap-
ter president Katherine 

raNdOLPh TWP. – Coun-
ty College of  Morris, 214 
Center Grove Road, offers 
an easy-to-use online Fac-
ulty Speakers Bureau for 
civic organizations, non-
profits, and other groups 
looking to find a speaker 
to inform their audiences.

The service is part of  
the college’s mission to 
deliver exceptional pro-
grams to the larger com-
munity and to assist indi-

viduals in their quest for 
lifelong learning and pro-
fessional development.

The bureau features 
more than 30 full-time 
CCM faculty members 
who can speak on a wide 
range of  topics, including 
alternative fuels, criminal 
justice and policing, cy-
ber security, fantasy and 
myth, journalism, medita-
tion, philosophy, public re-
lations, understanding Is-

lam, women in STEM and 
much more.

Those interested in se-
curing a speaker can visit 
the online Faculty Speaker 
Bureau at www.ccm.edu/
faculty-speaker-bureau. 
Once there, they can  se-
lect a topic and contact the 
appropriate faculty mem-
ber to arrange for time, lo-
cation, equipment and any 
other details related to the 
desired event.

County College of Morris now 
offers Faculty Speakers Bureau

MINe hILL TWP. – Twen-
ty days.

That’s the time residents 
will have to weigh in on 
the tiny PreK-6 school dis-
trict’s plan to return sev-
enth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents to Canfield Avenue 
School come September.

The Board of  Education 
will hold a special meeting 
at 6 p.m. this Wednesday at 

the school to announce the 
proposal to return the stu-
dents from Dover Middle 
School. The change in the 
district’s send/receive re-
lationship with that town 
is subject to state approval.

Meanwhile, the public is 
invited to submit written 
comments on the matter 
to the state Commissioner 
of  Education as required 

by law.
But the response time is 

short. There is only a 20-
day window for the com-
ments to be submitted that 
starts after Wednesday’s 
meeting.

Both Boards of  Educa-
tion in December approved 
a settlement agreement, 

By P.C. ROBINSON
EDITOR

raNdOLPh TWP. – School 
and township officials are 
doing their best to help 
parents and children keep 
physically safe and emo-
tionally sound following the 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 shoot-
ing at a Parkland, Flori-
da school that killed 17 stu-
dents and teachers.

In a statement, Randolph 
Superintendent of  Schools 
Jennifer Fano said officials 
of  the PreK-12 district were 
“deeply saddened” by the 
event.

“Our thoughts  and 
prayers go out to all in-
volved,” she said.

Fano said officials were, 
in light of  the event “tak-
ing this opportunity to once 
again review all our proto-
cols in the Randolph School 
District to ensure that we 
are doing everything possi-
ble to be proactive.

“Of  course, we continue 
to work closely with law en-
forcement officials for their 
input and direction.”

Additionally, the princi-
pals of  the township’s mid-
dle and high schools sent 
emails to parents.

Although Fano’s office 
declined to share them with 
the media, the letters were 
eventually obtained after a 
request to the district’s at-
torney. They assure parents 
that all precautions were 
being taken to assure their 
children’s safety at both fa-
cilities.

“Your child is safe at 
RMS,” wrote middle school 
Principal Dennis Copeland.

“My administration, 
staff  and security team con-
sisting of  ex-police officers 
are aware of  the profile of  
individuals who commit 
this violence,” he said.

“We have various sys-

‘Your child 
is safe’

Wanted: Public comment 
on students’ return
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‘There are thousands of 
households struggling to get 
by and reyling on Food Banks/
Food Pantries for assistance .’

KATHERINE KREMINS
President, Rotary Club of Randolph

Local Rotarians hunger to end hunger
Annual Rotary event could break its own record on Saturday, March 10 
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