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By NICOLE BITETTE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

rOseLand – West Essex 
Regional High School track 
star Reanda Richards is 

feeling like her hard work 
is paying off  after receiving 
the 2018 Essex Award last 
month.

The Roseland resident 
was named the recipient 

of  the annual award by 
the Men of  Essex, a ser-
vice organization of  Afri-
can-American professionals 

West Essex track 
star, Roseland 
resident, honored
Reanda Richards headed to Rutgers this fall

From left, dinner Chairman Stanley Edwards, recipient of the 60th Essex Award Reanda 
Richards and keynote speaker Darryl White share a smile at the Men of Essex award 
ceremony.

By DEREK ALLEN
STAFF WRITER

rOseLand – The Mayor 
and Council have approved 
a settlement agreement 
between the borough and 
Board of  Education mem-
ber Scott Gorman, ending 
a six-month legal battle at 
a meeting on Tuesday, May 
15.

According to Gorman, 
the settlement agreement 
was originally supposed 
to be approved by the gov-
erning body in November 
of  2017, and has been re-
peatedly tabled or missing 
from every meeting agenda 
since then.

At the meeting, Mayor 
John Duthie, Council Pres-
ident Michele Tolli and 
Councilmen Thomas Tsili-
onis, David Jacobs and Pe-
ter Smith all voted in the 
affirmative for a resolution 
approving the settlement.

Councilman Rich Leon-
ard was absent from the 
meeting, and Councilman 
Chris Bardi voted against 

the resolution.
“I will be voting no be-

cause of  the language in 
the resolution. I do not 
agree with it,” Bardi said. 
“So I will be voting no.”

In the resolution, titled 
resolution number 169-
2018, a loose timeline is 
laid out documenting the 
course of  events leading up 
to the lawsuit.

The resolution said that 
on July 27, 2017, Gorman 
sent an Open Public Re-
cords Act (OPRA) request 
to Borough Clerk Jock Wat-
kins.

Gorman said he was 
seeking healthcare infor-
mation about Councilman 

Thomas Tsilionis and re-
development plans relat-
ing to two properties at 85 
Livingston Ave. and 6 Beck-
er Farm Road through the 
request.

Once OPRA paperwork 
is filled out and submitted, 
Gorman said, the informa-
tion requested must be pro-
vided within seven days or 
it is technically considered 
a denial. By law, a written 
reason must be provided if  
a OPRA request is denied 
or delayed for more than 
seven days.

The resolution said that 
Watkins immediately be-
gan processing the OPRA 
request once it was re-
ceived, but that “in the in-
terest of  fiscal conservan-
cy,” Watkins only works 
three days a week. The res-
olution said that the time 
period to respond to the re-
quest technically expired 
on Aug. 7, 2017, but Watkins 
did not send the requested 
documents to Gorman.

“Without any follow-up 
request or inquiry as to 

the status of  the OPRA re-
quest, plaintiff  Scott Gor-
man instituted suit on Aug. 
9, 2017, seeking to exploit 
the technical deficiency for 
political gain and recupera-
tion of  attorney’s fees,” the 
resolution said.

The resolution said that 
the borough requested 
that the complaint be with-
drawn to conserve taxpay-
er dollars since the contin-
ued litigation was a moot 
matter, and the requested 
records were provided to 
him.

The resolution said that 
Gorman refused to with-
draw from the suit, opting 
to “continue to incur attor-
ney’s fees.” The borough 
appeared in court to oppose 
the application for attor-
ney’s fees and costs, it said.

The court said was re-
luctant to award attorney’s 
fees and suggested the mat-
ter should settle for the 
costs associated with filing 
the suit since there was “no 

Roseland sunshine suit settled
Mayor and Council approve ‘with prejudice’

CaLdWeLL — The Prog-
ress will publish its annual 
award-winning graduation is-
sue on Thursday, June 28.

The June 28 issue will fea-
ture West Essex High School, 
North Caldwell, students who 
graduate on Friday, June 22 as 
well as students from James 
Caldwell High School, West 
Caldwell, who graduate on 
Thursday, June 21. The week 
after, Thursday, July 5, will be 
our special summer edition.

A special section of  this is-
sue will have photos of  every 
graduating senior. This infor-
mation will come from the 
high schools.

In addition, The Progress 
will devote many pages, in-
cluding the front page, to the 
graduations.

Also included will be area 
college and private school 
graduates.

Stories and pictures of  col-
lege graduates must come 

from either the students 
themselves or their families.

Private high schools must 
submit their own press re-
leases and photographs of  
graduates.

The deadline for inclusion 
of  college graduates in the 
special issues is 4 p.m. Friday, 
June 13.

To be considered for pub-
lication, send material, via 
e-mail only, to rcrespolini@
newjerseyhills.com.

Deadlines told for graduation issues

We’re back with our photo pop quiz that asks where 
in West Essex this photo was taken. Send your guess-
es to rcrespolini@newjerseyhills.com and check out 
the answer to last week’s Where In on Page 14.

Where In WesT esseX?

JOHN 
DUTHIE

SCOTT 
GORMAN

PLEASE SEE RICHARDS, PAGE 7

PLEASE SEE SUNSHINE, PAGE 7

Former Roseland Mayor 
Michael A. Pacio Jr., former 
Councilman John Derites 
and Patricia Braga earned 
the Republican party’s nom-
ination over Jean Perrot-
ti, Aristotle Popolizio, and 
Jane Raso-Salmon in the 
primary election on Tues-
day, June 5.

Roseland and Essex Fells 
were the only local election 
contested in the primary.

In Roseland, the post of  
Mayor is open for a four-
year term, along with two 
Council seats open for three-
year terms. Six Republicans 
and three Democrats vied 
to win their party’s nomi-
nation while three Indepen-
dents have filed to challenge 
both in the general election.

Pacio of  Stonegate Drive 
prevailed over Perrotti, of  
Second Avenue, for the may-
oral nomination. Perrot-
ti earned 277 votes, approx-
imately 17 percent of  the 
1,559 registered Republican 
voters, and Pacio earned 381 
votes, approximately 24 per-
cent of  the registered Re-
publican voters.

Pacio’s running mates, 
Patricia Braga of  Cooper 
Avenue and John Derites 
of  Freeman Street, beat out 
for Aristotle Popolizio of  

Passaic Avenue and Jane 
Raso-Salmon of  Driftway 
Street for the party nomi-
nation for the two council 
seats.

Popolizio earned 291 
votes, approximately 18 per-
cent of  the 1,559 registered 
Republican voters and Ra-
so-Salmon earned 250 votes, 
approximately 16 percent of  
the 1,559 registered Republi-
can voters.

Braga earned 347 votes, 
approximately 22 percent 
of  the 1,559 registered Re-
publican voters and Derites 
earned 356 votes, approx-
imately 22 percent of  the 
1,559 registered Republican 
voters.

Democrats Jim Span-
go, Roger Freda and Eileen 
Fishman were uncontested 
in the primary. Spango, of  
Passaic Avenue, is running 
for the Mayor’s seat, while 

Freda and Fishman, of  Ly-
ons Avenue and Schwein-
berg Drive, are running for 
the open Council seats.

Spango earned 561 votes, 
approximately 32 percent 
of  the 1,721 registered Dem-
ocrats in Roseland. Fre-
da earned 544 votes, ap-
proximately 31 percent of  
the 1,721 registered Demo-
crats in Roseland. Fishman 
earned 583 votes, approx-

General election 
contests set
Pacio ticket earns Roseland GOP nomination
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By EFFIE JANULIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WesT CaLdWeLL TWP. – 
Concerns about the possi-
ble reduction of  the Wilson 
School counselor’s hours, as 
well as staff  recognition for 
achieving milestone years 
of  service, punctuated the 
K-12 Caldwell-West Caldwell 
Board of  Education meet-
ing on Monday, June 4.

Some Wilson School par-
ents voiced their objections 
to the possibility of  reduc-
ing the hours of  Julia Yos-
kowitz, a counselor from 
The Bridge who has been 
employed full-time at Wil-
son School for the past three 
years, to part-time. They 
also questioned how Wil-
son School came to be des-
ignated as the one elemen-
tary school in the district 
that would have a part-time 
counselor while Washing-

ton, Lincoln, and Jeffferson 
would continue to have full-
time counselors.

“Ms. Yoskowitz has had 
a very positive impact, not 
just in a school setting, but 
it has trickled down into 
family life,” said Wilson 
parent Tracy Marsh. “Em-
pirical studies have shown 
that these are critical years 
for kids. Little things domi-
no into big things. It’s best 
to capture things when they 
are small, not in full-blown 
crisis mode.”xplained that 
the district had received 
a three-year federal grant 
that funded a full-time guid-
ance counselor from The 
Bridge at Grover Cleve-
land Middle School and at 
each of  the four elementa-
ry schools. The 2017-2018 
school year, however, marks 
the final year of  this grant.

School counselor 
hours questioned
Wilson School guidance 
counselor moves to part-time

PLEASE SEE COUNSELOR, PAGE 


