Out&About
Recorder Community Newspapers

GUIDE TO THE ARTS AND LEISURE • Thursday, July 28, 2022

Summer Celebration!
N.J. Festival Orchestra to perform in concert on Sunday, July 31
The New Jersey Festival Orchestra will present a summer celebration featuring the music of Gershwin,
Debussy, Saint-Saëns, Vaughan Williams and more at the Sieminski Theater & Cultural Arts Center at Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge on
Sunday, July 31.
The N.J. Festival Orchestra will also
present concertmaster Brennan Sweet
in solo performance.
Maestro David Wroe, music director
and conductor of the professional orchestra, said he is thrilled to present
“An American AND Paris,” at the Sieminski Theater.
“This concert will be an unforgettable artistic and social experience and
wonderful summer celebrati
“The Sieminski Theater & Cultural
Arts Center is a beautiful and acoustically superior venue and we are delighted to be perfor ming there once
again.”
The performance begins at 2.30 p.m.
with an optional free pre-concert lecture by concert pianist Yifei Xu at
1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The July 31 concert presents a series
of international masterworks and musical imagery. Audiences are invited to
take in the symphonic sounds of Paris
with George Gershwin’s “An American
in Paris,” as it musically depicts an
American’s stroll through the French
capital, and to enjoy Saint-Saëns’s beloved musical menagerie, “The Carnival of the Animals,” a whimsical and
humorous trip to the zoo that is sure to
delight the entire family.
The audience will experience more

New Jersey Festival Orchestra concertmaster Brennan Sweet, an internationally acclaimed solo artist and chamber musician and associate concertmaster of N.J. Symphony, will make his highly anticipated N.J. Festival Orchestra solo debut in Vaughan William’s “The Lark Ascending” at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 31, at the Sieminski Theater
& Cultural Arts Center at Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge.
of the French flair for musical ima g e r y w i t h a o r c h e s t r a l r eve r i e,
Debussy’s “Prelude to the After noon

of a Faun,” that paints a vivid tableau
of an enchanted faun - a lustful rural
god, represented as a man with a goat’s

horns, ears, legs, and tail - on a warm,
sunny afternoon.
NJFO concertmaster and virtuoso
violinist Brennan Sweet will evoke a
skylark’s flight as it soars above the
rolling green hills and meadows of the
English countryside in Vaughan William’s “The Lark Ascending.”
He will also feature in a performance
of Saint-Saëns’s “Danse macabre.”
“Brennan has served as concer tmaster of the N.J. Festival Orchestra
on numerous occasions, yet this will
be his long awaited debut as a soloist
with us,” said Wroe.
“He is the associate concertmaster
of the N.J. Symphony Orchestra, and
is respected both nationally and internationally as a soloist and chamber
musician, and as a defining influence
in New Jersey’s arts community and
academic institutions.”
The concert, made possible in part
by The NJ State Council on the Arts,
also features an optional free, pre-concert lecture by Chinese bor n pianist
Yifei Xu, who is also performing in the
orchestra.
Xu is currently working towards her
doctoral degree at Manhattan School
of Music.
Her talk is an infor mative and engaging way to lear n more about the
program, the composers and their respective master pieces prior to the
event.
Free parking and full accessibility
are available at the venue.
For tickets and infor mation, go to
www.fellowshipculturalartscenter.org
or call (866) 307-8532.
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Annual used book sale will return
with an environmental twist
The popular benefit used book sale will
be returning to the Bernardsville Middle
School next month, but with a few changes.
Run for seven decades as a fund-raiser by the Somerset Hills chapter of the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW), the sale will be held
from noon to 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 4 and 5, and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug. 6.
As always, volunteers can get involved
much sooner. Donations of hardcover
and paperback books in good condition
can be dropped off at the loading dock at
the Middle School between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
starting on Monday, July 25, through Friday, July 29.
Helpers are need for donation days, and
afterwards between July 29 and Aug. 3, to
sort and arrange thousands of books into
categories to make it easy for shoppers to
find titles that match their interests.
“That’s what we’re known for,’’ said
Teri Passarello of Basking Ridge, cochair of the sale. “We do such detailed
sorting opposed to other book sales.’’
“We need volunteers, both student and
adults,’’ she added. “Not everyone has
to do heavy lifting. We need some to do
heavy lifting and some to do sorting. You
can come for an hour, you can come for
the day.’’
High school students can receive credit for required community service hours
by volunteering at the sale. To volunteer,
call or text Passarello at (908) 313-8421, or
email info@somersethillsaauw.org.
Along with books, sale organizers
will accept DVDs and CDs. However, the
AAUW will not accept donations of records, cassettes, VHS, encyclopedias,
textbooks, reference book sets or magazines.
Student volunteers may be available to
help donors carry books to the loading
dock.
As usual, books will sell for a 25 percent premium on Thursday, the first day.
The base price, which will be in effect on
Friday, will be $1 for most volumes, with
some basic children’s books priced at 25
or 50 cents.
Special choice books are priced individually.
Pricing will be changed on Saturday,
however. Instead of holding a discount
“bag sale’’ in the final hours, Passarello

said books will be half-priced all day Saturday, including choice books.
“We do rather well with the half price
sale,’’ she said. “And it costs money to
have a bag sale.’’
With the elimination of single-use plastic bags at supermarkets in New Jersey,
bags are not always readily available, she
added.
To assist shoppers who may forget to
bring bags, the AAUW will also be selling bags with their logo this year for the
first time.
The Somerset Hills branch tries to be
very environmentally conscious, she
said. “We try to minimize our carbon
footprint.’’
This year, instead of purchasing bottles of water, for instance, the organization is asking volunteers to bring their
own bottles.
“We’ll have jugs of water,’’ she said, “to
minimize the hundreds of those little bottles.’’
The group is also working to make sure
items that aren’t sold are recycled. “I was
told there is some business out of Elizabeth or Newark that will take our recyclables,’’ she said. “We’re going to make
an effort to make sure that the items we
don’t sell will be be recycled.’’
The branch is “always open to charities
to come and take books,’’ at the conclusion of the sale, she added, but they need
to make advance arrangements.
As usual, the organization expects to
have a diverse collection. “We always get
some unique stuff,’’ she said.
Proceeds of the sale benefit local libraries and provide scholarships for
young women. Last year the event raised
about $25,000.
“We keep none of it,’’ Passarello noted.
“All the proceeds get distributed.’’
“We look forward to it because it is
such a major community event,’’ she added.
AAUW is the oldest women’s organization in the country, advocating for women
and girls since 1881.
Branch meetings are usually held
at the Bernards Township Library at
6:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each
month during the academic year.
New members are welcome. For more
information on AAUW or joining the local branch, email info@somersethillsaauw.org.

Michele Conover of Basking Ridge, a member of the Somerset Hills branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), was among the many volunteers to
help sort through the thousands of titles last year in preparation for the used book sale
at the Bernardsville Middle School.
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What’s happening at Schiff Nature Preserve
Schiff Nature Preserve, 339 Pleasant
Valley Road, Mendham Township, offers
the following programs throughout the
month. For more information or to register for a program, visit www.SchiffNaturePreserve.org or call (973) 543-6004.
Moth Night: The Silent Majority, 7:30 –
10:30 p.m. Saturday, July 30. Join professional ecologists Nicolette Albanese and
Blaine Rothauser for a fun and educational night discovering the beautiful and seldom appreciated world of moths. With
more than 2,000 species of moths in the
state, one can be kept pretty entertained
during sleepless nights attracting, keying, and trying to get a peek into the secret
lives of this silent majority. This in-depth
presentation will be followed by a moth
exhibition outside within Schiff ’s natural
preservation, allowing visitors to experience the in-field scientific methodology
used to document different moth species
in an area to use as proxies for determining a local ecosystem’s ecologic value. Attendees are advised to wear hiking boots,
weather appropriate attire, and bring
headlamps to have on hand. Fees are $20
members and $25 non-members. Attendees are asked to have masks on hand for
when indoors/social distancing is impossible. Advance registration and payment
are required.
Music in the Woods – Pyrenesia, 4 –
6 p.m. Sunday, July 31. Bring snacks,
(adult) beverages, and perhaps a pillow
for stadium bench seating comfort, wear
comfortable walking shoes for the 20-minute walk up into the beautiful woods of
the preserve to the amphitheater. Pyrenesia is a swing quartet that has performed
at some of the area’s top venues. Advance
ticket purchases are required. Parking
is limited, so carpooling is strongly suggested. Guests are asked to have masks
in hand. Plan to arrive at 3:30 pm to hike
to the Amphitheatre. All ages. Fees are
$20 members and $25 non-members. Proceeds from ticket sales directly support
Schiff and the musicians. This event will
occur shy of rain or thunderstorms. Refunds will automatically be processed in
the event of a cancellation.
Critter Cover Story Time, 10 – 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 9. For kids ages 3 – 5 with an
adult. Join a naturalist for outdoor story
time and songs. We’ll meet at the Nature
Center and head up to Critter Cove to celebrate nature. With a seasonal focus to our
readings and songs, this program is an all
weather event to be held entirely outside.
The fee is $5 members and $8 non-members. Advance registration is required 24
hours in advance. In the event of a cancellation (exceptions being thunderstorm

or extreme wind warnings), advance registration will ensure you receive a weather cancellation notice within 24 hours.
Guests are asked to have a mask on hand
for when social distancing is not possible.
Sunday Morning Fitness Hike , 8 –
10 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 14. Hikers meet at the
McVickers Brook parking lot, 239 Pleasant Valley Road for a brisk five-mile hike.
Vaccinated dogs on leash are welcome.
The hike is free for members and $10 for
non-members. This program is an all
weather event with the exception of severe
weather. In the event of a cancellation, advance registration will ensure you receive
a weather cancellation notice within 24
hours of the program start time. Advance
registration and payment is required 24
hours in advance. Guests are asked to have
face coverings on their person.
Singing Bowl Meditation, 7 – 8:15 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 19. Singing bowls are said to
have been in use since 560 BC and produce
sounds invoking a deep state of relaxation
which naturally assists in entering into
meditation. The meditation begins with a
relaxation protocol, followed by an intention setting protocol, and closing with a

Schiff Nature Preserve will present Moth Night: The Silent Majority, from 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 30, in Mendham Township.
third eye opening protocol and a Chakra
(energy centers) clearing and balancing
protocol. Bring a yoga mat, two pillows
and a blanket so you can relax and enjoy
the soothing sound of the singing bowls

comfortably. We have chairs for those of
you who prefer to sit. The cost is $30 members and $35 non-members. All guests are
asked to have masks on hand when indoors.
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How to audition for ‘How To Succeed
in Business Without Really Trying’
Brundage Park Playhouse will host auditions for the musical comedy “How to
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying” at the playhouse off of Carrell Road

in Randolph Township.
Auditioners, 17 years old and up, should
be prepared to sing an A cappella song and
read from sides, provide a headshot and re-
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sume if available. Photos will be taken at
the audition for those performers without
headshots. All auditioners must be available for all rehearsals during the entire
tech week of Oct. 23 to Oct. 27 and for all
performance dates. No appointments are
necessary for auditions.
Audition dates include:
• Sunday, Aug. 14 from 3 to 6 p.m.
• Monday, Aug. 15, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, Aug. 17, callbacks from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m.
Performance dates include:
• Friday, Oct. 28, Nov. 4 and 11 at 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, and 12 at 5 p.m.
• Sunday, Oct. 30, and Nov. 6 at 2 p.m.
“How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying” with music and lyrics by
Frank Loesser, was written by Abe Burrows, Jack Weinstock, and Willie Gilbert.
Based on Shepherd Mead’s 1952 book
of the same name, the show is directed by
Ray Gelpke.
“How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying,” the Pulitzer Prize and
Tony Award-winning musical, is a story
about the triumph of the common man
amid the buffoonery of big business. When
a restless, creative, and ambitious window
washer named J. Pierrepont Finch, happens upon a book entitled ‘How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying’,
he decides to begin his rise up the corporate ladder. With the book’s instructions
and a dose of his own cleverness, Finch
starts by landing a job in the mailroom
at the Worldwide Wicket Company, before
quickly gaining promotions and outsmarting his scheming, sniveling rival, Frump –
who also happens to be the boss’s nephew
— until finally reaching the very top of the
organization.
A partial character break down follows:
• J. Pierrepont Finch
Male, 18-30, late teen, young adult, Adult,
lead role with dancing and moving.
Voice is tenor, high note F#4/Gb4, low
note C3. Bold mischievous lead protagonist ambitious clever daring creative charismatic endearing innocent crafty manipulative single-minded youthful passionate.
• J.B. Biggley
Male, 40s-60s, adult, mature adult, lead
role with dancing and moving, Baritone,
high note A4, low note C3
Boss executive president corporation
businessman powerful gruff cranky secretive adulterous cheater

• Rosemary Pilkington
Female, 17-30, young adult, adult, lead,
dancing, moving. Mezzo-Soprano, high
note B4, low note A3
Romantic Lead Secretary Office Worker
Loving Lovelorn Sympathetic Caretaker
Good Listener Domestic Marriage-Minded Supportive Eager Chipper
• Gatch
Male, age range 20s-30s, Adult suporting
role with dancing.
No singing. Executive Sleazy Ladies’
Man Lusty Sexual Harassment Self-Important Businessman Careless Dubious
Grandiose
• Bratt
Male, 20s-30s, supporting role with dancing.
Baritone with rap vocal technique.
Executive Businessman Hr Personnel
Powerful Important Responsible Affable
Territorial Strict Sprechstimme
• Miss Jones
Female, 20s – 40s, adult, supporting role
with dancing.
Soprano, High note:F♯5/G♭5, Low note:
A#3/Bb3, Operatic, Legit vocal technique.
Secretary Head Secretary Working
Woman Strong Commanding Tough Formidable Fair Supportive Clear-Headed
Discreet Intelligent Intimidating
• Mr. Twimble
Male, 40s – 60s, adult, mature adult, supporting role with dancing. Baritone, high
note E4, low note: C#3/Db3
Mailroom Clerk Employee Company
Man Conservative Cautious Safe Kindly
Yes-Man
• Hedy LaRue- female, 17-30, young adult,
supporting role, with dancing. Mezzo-Soprano, high note D#5/Eb5, low note C4
(Middle C)
Bombshell Beauty Showgirl Performer
Dignified Uneducated Wily Secretary Cigarette Girl Mistress Kept Woman Social
Climber
For the complete character break down
and other audition information, visit
https://tinyurl.com/5n8zyhnv.
Prices are $20 for children under 12, seniors 62 and above and military personnel with ID. All others are $25. All seats
are General Admission (no assigned seating). Purchase tickets online through Randolph’s Community Pass system.

Visit www.brundageparkplayhouse.org or call the
theater at (973) 989-7092 for more information.
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Around the (Wine) World in Eighty Days
Africa

Tuscany’s world-renowned Chianti and
neighboring Montepulciano and Umbria
draws wine revelers in droves. As does
its virgin olive oil and truffles. That’s not
counting the endless verdant valleys and
hillocks punctuated with lollipop pines
shooting at azure skies. As if that is not
enough the architectural splendors of Florence, Sienna, San Gimignano, Luca and
Pisa will saturate your senses with an overkill of decorative arts and sculpture. And
as you gasp and pinch yourself to reality, a
gastronomic train pulls up in your station
and the gourmand station master in you
will turn to a glutton the moment the scagliatelle hits your buds.

California

Our own wine-charmer Sonoma is not
far behind in sensation. The gold, green
and red hills that frame this divine hamlet perched next to its more famous sister,
Napa is akin to one large open spa. The
scent of the air, the contours of her lush
valleys and glens is as if God hiccuped.
Throw in cutting-edge bistros, bike terrains, spas and retreats and of course, the
wine, you have one hedonistic silk route of

READ BETWEEN THE WINES
Ash Rajan is a French-certified wine master with the title
Maitre Du Vin Du Bordeau, one of eight in the country. His wine
vide-clips on YouTube (search Ash Rajan wine) are classic go-tos in
wine lexicon. Ash is an accidental Sommelier in that he is a highly
credentialed and well known Wall Street strategist and wealth manager. Contact him at Ashrajan5124@gmail.com or (973) 718-1275.

a wine destination. Chateau St. Jean’s Cinq
Cipages, alone, is a ticket to this heavenly
dance.

France

And then there’s La La Land, The Loire
Valley in France. An hour plus away from
Paris, you are transported to a place that is
a stuff of dreams and fairy tales like Chateau d’usse inspired by the lore of sleeping
beauty and the wine of princes and princesses – Sancerre, Vouvray and Chenin
Blanc. You can barge, boat, bike or balloon
in this mystical land of vine and castles
and you would never want to return.

Argentina & Chile

Ah! Mendoza, home of the great Malbec. Originally, a French varietal, Malbec
was grafted to Argentina years ago and its
blossomed in its new home. No longer ‘that
cheap red’, Malbecs can price north of two
and three hundred dollars, if to came from
an inspiring vineyard of a great winemaker. Chile is no chop liver either with its Colchagua reds that can take on any handsome
French Bordeaux for an arm wrestle. Seña,
Almaviva and Montes M are absolute cult
favorites.

Portugal

Porto and the Douro in Portugal would
be smug cozy in the same ‘A list’ of wine havens. Beyond the proverbial Port dessert
wine, Portugal’s reds are climbing to their
own stardom. Much like what’s happening to Italy’s Piemonte, Spain’s Rioja and
France’s multiple offerings of Chateneuf
Du Pape, St. Emilion, Rousillon Languedoc, Cote Du Nuits, Burgundy, Champagne
and Cognac. Some more recent discoveries
like New Zealand’s Marlborough, Hungary’s Tokaj, Croatia’s Peljesec Peninsula and
the wine pockets of Slovenia and Georgia
all compete for your passport and wanderlust leave alone the craving in your palette
and the wine bone in your body to explore,
experience and of course to imbibe the single best nectar in God’s own cupboard.
During my 33-year wine journey, I have

Around the (Wine) World in Eighty Days: In Vino Veritas. In wine there is truth.
consciously chopped up my wine experiences into three distinct slices. First, Wine
as a language of entertaining and hosting
friends and family. Second, wine as a driver and enhancer of life-style and duh, third,
to drink the damn thing. All three wine deployments above play musical chairs in my
life based on timing and circumstance. Of
the three, wine entertaining is the most
ubiquitous in the Rajan residence and it

COLLECTIBLES

Italy

Ash Rajan

A N T I Q U E S &

My first foray into Africa was to expose
my wife and children to the magic of an African Safari. A full week of intense sensory input from the strutting and the prowling of the king of the jungle and his pride
of industrious lionesses and their playful
litter of teddy-bear impersonating cubs,
Kruger National Park was a menagerie of
big cats, tuskers, the warrior-helmeted rhinos, buffalo and everything in between.
Our eyes and senses needed to recuperate
from this sensory implosion. My wine destination in Africa is South Africa. Its jewel,
Cape Town, an idyllic lagoon town that has
a flavor of its own but would have a stark
resemblance to a cocktail blending Boston
and Geneva together. Pinotage, a man-made
mating of Pinot Noir and Cinsaut rules
here. Stellenbosch, Franschhoek and Paarl
vineyards with its great wine and charming dining that’s sprinkled amidst mountains and streams can hold a candle to any
Michelin-starred bistro around the world.
I cannot help detect an underlying pattern
of wine-centricity in all or most of my travel. Italy’s Tuscany, California’s Sonoma,
France’s Loir Valley and South Africa’s
Cape Town come rushing to the nostalgia
address in my brain. Each place, a stand
alone eye-candy of time, place and sense
of history are also, undeniably, some of the
world’s greatest wine destinations.

has inspired my adult children and my
friends’ entertaining grid over the years as
it has, mine.
Life-style in the guise of international
travel is a close second.
A sense of history and the spirit of discovery are primary drivers for my passion
for wine and travel.
In Vino Veritas. In wine there is truth.
Bon voyage!

ANTIQUES • MODERN
GARDEN DÉCOR • ASIAN
LIGHTING • FINE ART • GIFTS
FINE FURNITURE

43 OLD TURNPIKE ROAD • OLDWICK, NJ 08858
908-439-3144 • www.juliangage.com
Tues.-Sat. 10-6 & Sun. 11-5

To Advertise
please call
(908)766-3900
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Planes and History...
Editor’s note: This is the 20th in a series of articles about a road trip from
New Jersey to St. Louis, Mo., and back.
The National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio
was our next destination. Zowie! What
an experience! Every kind of flying machine ever invented was there.
Three huge hangers were stuf fed
with planes and airborne machines, arranged chronologically from balloons
and the Wright Brothers to Space and
Missile Galleries. In between were exhibits from World War II, war in Southeast Asia, the Korean War, and the Cold
War. Standing on the floor beneath the
nose of a large bomber was intimidating and awesome.
“D-Day: Normandy 1944,” a 3-D film
showing in the IMAX theater, vividly
depicted the horrors of war.
The invasion, code-named, “Operation Overlord,” was led by General Eisenhower. Tremendous losses were incurred on both sides with over 4,000
Americans and Allies dying in the assault.
While it still took another year for
peace and freedom to be restored to the
world, this was the beginning of the
end for Hitler and a stirring reminder
of what so many gave to preserve our
way of life.
An exhibit on the Holocaust and a
video on the liberation of some of the
inter nment camps was truly heartbreaking. Most of the prisoners looked
like walking skeletons. Our stroll
through the museum was an emotional history lesson.
A display of 80 silver goblets piqued
our curiosity. They were in commemoration of the 80 men of the Doolittle
Raid against Tokyo, Japan in April of
1942.
Sixteen B-25 Mitchell bombers with
80 men launched off the deck of the
USS Hornet. The raid was successful,
but it would have been unsafe for the
returning planes to land on a moving
ship.
Thus, after the crews bailed out,
all but one of the B-25Bs ditched or
crashed in China or in the water near
the coast. One plane landed safely in
Russia. Of the 80 men, only three died
on the raid. Afterward Japan reigned
terror upon the Chinese for helping the
American flyers.
Beginning in December of 1946 the

By JENNIFER FISCHER
DISCOVERING AMERICA

The writer is the author of “Adventures Across America, On
and Off the Trail of Lewis and Clark,” available at barnesandnoble.
com. Formerly a resident of Chatham, she and her husband Richard now live in Basking Ridge. She may be reached at: jwfischer.
nj@gmail.com. Her website is: www.jenniferwhitefischer.com.

“Raiders” met yearly on Jimmy Doolittle’s birthday to commemorate the
event and have a toast with the goblets. When a Raider died, his goblet was
tur ned over. Each man’s name is engraved twice on his goblet so it can be
read right side up or upside down. Doolittle died in 1993 at the age of 96 and
is buried at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. The last survivor, Lt.
Col. Richard Cole, Doolittle’s co-pilot,
passed away in 2019 at the age of 103.
In the next gallery, the Cold War exhibit, a small piece of the Berlin Wall
stood next to a replica of the wall. Built
in 1961 it didn’t come down until 1989.
During that period more than 5,000 people escaped over, under or through it,
and many more died trying.
Early on, where the wall was next to
buildings in East Berlin, many jumped
from the windows or off rooftops into
West Berlin where emergency personnel waited to help them to freedom.
Soon the East German troops sealed
off the buildings and erected another
wall, creating a “no-man’s land” with
mines, attack dogs and patrols with orders to “shoot-to-kill.” So many lives,
yearning for freedom, were destroyed.
The last exhibit we visited was of
space shuttles and rockets which were
overwhelming in size. They certainly
don’t look so huge on a TV screen when
we watch a launch.
A “Crew Compar tment T rainer”
that was used from the first shuttle
mission in 1981 to the end of the program in 2011 was fun to see. The guide
pointed out the toilet system, but he
wasn’t sure how it worked. The chairs
and walls on the Flight Deck were covered with little pieces of Velcro to keep
things from drifting around the cabin
during weightless flight.
This was another memorable stop on
our journey of discovering America.
There are more adventures to come.

Photos by Jennifer Fischer

Above: Here is the entrance to the The National Museum of the United States Air Force
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio. Below: A training mission gone
wrong was just one aviation exhibit at The National Museum of the United States Air
Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.
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Above: The National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, had hangers stuffed with planes and airborne
machines, arranged chronologically from balloons and the Wright Brothers’ 1901
Military Flyer to space and missile galleries. Below: The Space Shuttle Crew Compartment Trainer was a highlight of the visit to the National Museum of the United
States Air Force in Dayton.
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Center for Contemporary Art
members’ non-juried exhibition,
sale now showing in Bedminster
The Center for Contemporary Art
presents its annual Members’ Non-Juried Exhibition & Sale, a yearly opportunity for members to showcase their
artwork in any and all media, through
Saturday, Aug. 27.
The variety and range of entries is a
testament to the diversity and creativity of The Center’s community of artists.
This year, there are 91 works of art
by participating members in painting,
pastel, charcoal, ink, graphite, photography, mixed media, ceramics, and
more.
The judge for this year’s exhibition
was M’kina Tapscott, executive director, Artworks, Trenton’s Visual Arts
Center.
Tapscott’s 15-year career in education, access, curation and advocacy
resonates with Artworks’ mission “to
connect community, culture and creativity through the arts.”
That career begins with her work as
director of education and programs at
Project Row Houses, an art and social
service development in Houston, Texas.
It then continues through education
and outreach positions at the Whitney Museum of American Art, the
Museum of Fine Arts Houston, and
the Houston Center for Contemporary
Craft.
A practicing artist, she holds an
master’s degree in fine arts from the
University of Houston and a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from Texas
State University.
The Best of Show award, otherwise
known as the Sally Bush Memorial
Award, was presented to Mary Budkoski of Easton, Pa., for her acrylic painting, Finding Our Way.
The Ceramics Award of Excellence
went to DeAnn L. Prosia of Morristown, for her ceramic work, Frosty
Gathering.
Awards of Excellence were given to
Daniel C. Boyer of New York City, and
Michael McFadden of Hampton;
Honorable Mentions were received
by Wendy Hallstrom of Clinton, Bob
Ricciotti of Randolph, and Florence
Shea-Gerold of Blairstown.

Visit www.ccabedminster.org to learn more.

Best of Show, the Sally Bush Memorial
Award, was presented to Mary Budkoski
of Easton, Pa., for her acrylic painting,
Finding Our Way.
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Discover Rwanda, The Heart Of Africa

hen you think of travel to Africa, chances are the first destinations that come to
mind are Kenya, South Africa, or Morocco. Maybe Tanzania and Egypt, too.
Chances are that Rwanda is not the top destination
you’d consider as a first-time visitor, but you should
think again.
Nestled in the Great Lakes Region of Central Africa, Rwanda is a lush paradise of ancient rain forests,
volcanic mountains, and pastel sunsets that light up
the nation’s 1,000 hills. Famous for its mountain gorillas, the nation is a primate paradise — not only for
gorillas, monkeys, and chimpanzees, but humans,
too. But what sets Rwanda apart is its people. The
warm and welcoming hospitality combined with its
storied and fascinating heritage sets Rwanda apart
from anywhere else in the world.
The best part? For a nation the size of Maryland,
there are endless adventures available at every turn.
And the country’s four provinces are easily traversable on wheels, making it the perfect road trip destination Once you get used to the bumpy roads — or
what’s known in Rwanda as an “African massage” —
the adventure of a lifetime awaits. Read on for your
ultimate guide to a Rwandan road trip.

Katherine Parker-Magyar
TRAVELS WITH KATE
The writer is based in New York City. She has a master’s degree from
the New School and is originally from New Vernon. She can
be reached at Katherine.parkermagyar@gmail.com.

Start Your Trip in the
Capital City of Kigali
Kigali is an urban metropolis with charming,
palm-tree lined boulevards winding through steep
valleys and rolling hills. Nicknamed the ‘Singapore
of Africa’ for its immaculate city streets and public
spaces, Rwanda is the cleanest city on the continent.
It’s also one of the safest countries in the world for
travelers.
Check in at the Kigali Marriott upon arrival, and
spend the first few days of your trip exploring the
city. A visit to the Kigali Genocide Memorial is a necessary first-stop for all travelers, as it commemorates
the victims of the 1994 genocide and is critical to understanding the country’s recent history. The memorial gardens are home to over 250,000 graves, and
each purchase in the gift shop supports a local cooperative of widows from the genocide.
The museum traces the root of the conflict while
sharing powerful survivor testimonies: “We all have
good and bad in our hearts. If we cultivate hatred,
hate will grow. If we cultivate love, love will grow.”
Leaving the memorial, it’s astonishing to see how
far the country and its people have come in only 30
years. The Hotel des Milles Collines — site of the famous Hotel Rwanda, which housed refugees during
the genocide — remains a major establishment today. Head to the Legacy Terrace for sundowners and
order a Milles Collines cocktail while listening to
live music among the property’s manicured gardens.
Shop at Azizi Life and the Go Kigali Boutique to
peruse an array of handmade treasures, each item
accompanied by a detailed description of the African artisans you’re supporting. Just remember to
withdraw cash at your hotel before departing on the
rest of your trip, as many local vendors don’t accept
credit cards, and ATMs in rural locations tend to be
unreliable.

See Big Five Animals In
Akagera National Park

Not only is Nyungwe Forest National Park home
to one of the oldest rainforests in Africa, it’s also
among the last places on earth to see chimpanzees
in the wild.
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The Eastern Province is the first stop on your road
trip, as you drive northeast towards Akagera National Park, the largest protected wetlands in Central Africa. Book a stay at Akagera Game Lodge, and rise
early the next morning to catch the spectacular sunrise over Lake Ihema.
Unlike neighboring Tanzania, Rwanda is not wellknown as a Big Five destination, but visitors can see
leopards, lions, elephants, buffaloes, and black rhi-

In Nyungwe, the author spent an exhilarating,
mud-filled morning getting up-close-and-personal
with the playful native primates on a chimp trek
through the forest. Here she is with her helpful —
and necessary — porters.
The eighth largest lake in Africa — and the largest
lake in Rwanda— Lake Kivu is in the heart of the
African Great Lake region. The sunsets every night
were reliably spectacular.

Akagera is famous for its gorillas; it’s lesser known
that you can also find the Big Five animals in this
small Central African nation.
nos in the grasslands and savannah of Akagera. The
park is pristine and free of crowds. Hippos and Nile
Crocodiles can be spotted on boat rides along Lake
Ihema, and loitering baboons are the only traffic
you’ll encounter on the red dirt roads.
“Tanzania is a tourism destination, Rwanda is a
conservation destination,” said Drew Bantlin, research manager at Akagera.
A member of the African Parks Network, several of Akagera’s guards and researchers are from the
surrounding regions in the Eastern Province. Many
are former poachers.
“The only way to ensure this park is protected
long-term is if Rwandans themselves believe in it,”
said Ian Munyankindi, the tourism manager at Akagera. “We need future generations to protect that.”
Munkankindi’s approach is reflective of environmental efforts throughout Rwanda, where the focus
is not only on the wildlife, but on community empowerment, as well. The success of this conservation model has become the golden standard for similar initiatives throughout the continent.

Chase Chimpanzees And
Waterfalls in Nyungwe Forest

Head southwest for the next leg of your adventure,
and watch as the grasslands of Akagera are replaced
by the lush rain forests and tea plantations of the
Western Province. Check in at the Mantis Kivu Ma-

coffee tasting experience and visit the nearby Rushel Kivu Resort for a beachside lunch of fresh fish and
local beer.
Continuing north from Lake Kivu, stop at Gishwati Mukura National Park, one of the youngest National Parks in Africa and the fourth and newest
park in Rwanda. Located on the Congo-Nile divide,
the park is home to over 200 species of birds and is a
paradise for avian aficionados.

Trek With Gorillas
In The Virunga Mountains
Photos by Katherine Parker-Magyar

In Virunga, the author was welcomed by a spectacular performance by local dancers. The traditional
peace baskets are a powerful symbol of the kingdom of Rwanda, which dates back to the 11th century.
rina Bay Hotel in Kamembe and spend your days exploring the wilds of Nyungwe Forest National Park,
one of the oldest and largest mountain rainforests
on the continent. Hike the majestic Ndambare Waterfall and traverse the 230-foot suspended bridge of
the Canopy Walk in the golden hour of the late afternoon.
Nyungwe is also one of the last places on earth to
spot chimpanzees in the wild, and a chimpanzee trek
is a muddy and delightful adventure. Be sure to enlist a local porter to assist you in the jungle, as even
the savviest of trekkers will struggle on the muddy
hillside. But the chance to observe these playful, sur-

prisingly graceful primates in their natural environment is more than worth it.
Visit the nearby One & Only Nyungwe House for
a delicious farm-to-table meal and tea tasting from
the property’s plantation. One of two ultra-luxurious One & Only Resorts in the country, the boutique
hideaway features elegant Rwandan decor, an infinity pool, and a spa specializing in African treatments.
Travel north to Kibuye for a stay at the boutique,
14-room Cleo Lake Kivu Hotel, which boasts breathtaking views of the islands scattered across Lake
Kivu, Africa’s eighth-largest lake. Take a boat ride
out to Kinunu Wondersplantation for a Rwandan

Upon arrival in the Northern Province, book
a stay at Tiloreza Volcanoes Ecolodge, where the
mountainous environs are reflected in the boutique
hotel’s chic decor. The next day should be spent communing with the last remaining mountain gorillas
in the world in Volcanoes National Park. Trek high
into the Virunga Mountains to commune with magnificent creatures that feel both eerily familiar in
their mannerisms and utterly terrifying in their size
and proximity.
“You observe how similar we are, how crazy we
are. That’s what makes spending time with gorillas
so special,” said Prosper Uwingeli, chief park warden of Volcanoes National Park.
The guards and trackers have developed methods
of communication via reading the gorilla’s body language and interpreting their sounds. Limited daily
permits ensure that this intimate, once-in-a-lifetime
experience is guaranteed on every outing.

The conservation effort was spearheaded in 1967
and is one of the the rare runaway success stories today: What was once a population of 250 in the 1980s
now is close to 1,000. The recent unveiling of the Ellen DeGeneres Campus of the Dian Fossey Gorilla
Fund marks another momentous leap forward, providing educational resources for visitors and enhanced research facilities for African scientists.
“This has been a 20-year dream for us to have a
permanent home in Rwanda,” said Tara Soinski,
CEO of the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund.
The local involvement is evident at the Gorilla
Guardians Village, where a community of reformed
poachers has become conservationists. Today, they
are dedicated to sharing the history and culture of
Rwanda with visitors, and the profits from tourism
have eliminated the need for hunting in the forest.
Stop by the Northern Creative Corner, an initiative by Image Rwanda to showcase the work of local
photographers and provide a fuller portrait of the
country than what is depicted in the news.
“When I Googled Rwanda, 80 percent of the pictures were of the genocide. And we’ve been known
for that, but we have moved past that. A lot has happened since 1994 — there’s more to Rwanda,” said
project founder Innocent Ishimwe. “ So I thought:
How can I change the narrative? And that’s when I
decided to become a photographer — only photography can capture what life is truly like.”
The exhibit in Musanze is the very start of his
project. His goal is to open a gallery in all four provinces and to train more than 100 photographers in
each one.
Between the artistic and cultural innovations in
the cities and the environmental heroics in the countryside, there’s limitless opportunty for enchantment in Rwanda.
And the time to visit is, undoubtedly, now.
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Frank Bruni to keynote annual Morristown
Festival of Books on Friday, Oct. 7
Frank Bruni, a long-time New York Times columnist,
best-selling author, and Duke University professor headlines
the 2022 Morristown Festival of Books that gets under way Friday, Oct. 7.
The all-day main book festival, including popular KidFest
events, takes place on Saturday, Oct. 8.
More than 60 award-winning and best-selling authors will
speak and answer questions at five locales, all within walking distance of each other along South Street in historic Morristown, including St. Peter’s Church Sanctuary and Parish
House, The Presbyterian Church Parish House, The Church of
the Redeemer, and the Morristown/Morris Township Library.
Book sales and signings will occur at a tent on the grounds of
the historic Vail Mansion.
Bruni will be the keynote speaker of the book festival at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 7, at the Mayo Performing Arts Center, Morristown, in conversation with MSNBC news anchor
Katy Tur.
Bruni’s most recent best seller is “The Beauty of Dusk: On
Vision Lost and Found,” a memoir about aging, affliction, and
optimism after partially losing his eyesight.
Bruni has been a prominent journalist for more than three
decades, including more than 25 years at The New York Times,
the last ten of them as a nationally renowned op-ed columnist
who appeared frequently as a television commentator.
He was also a White House correspondent for the Times, its
Rome bureau chief and, for five years, its chief restaurant critic.
He is the author of three New York Times best sellers. In
July 2021, he became a full professor at Duke University, teaching media-oriented classes in the Sanford School of Public Policy. He continues to write his popular weekly newsletter for the ”THE BEAUTY OF DUSK”
Times and to produce occasional essays as one of its Contributing Opinion Writers.
In a starred review, Publisher’s Weekly says of Bruni’s book
Bruni graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of The Beauty of Dusk: “A compassionate take on growing older
North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a bachelor of arts degree [that] illustrates Bruni’s knack for writing about the unpredictin English and he received a master’s degree in journalism able beauty of the human condition. Smartly mixing memoir
from Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism. and cultural criticism, this movingly speaks to an entire gen-

eration.”
In “The Beauty of Dusk,” Bruni hauntingly recounts his
adjustment to the daunting reality of partially losing his eyesight, a medical and spiritual odyssey that involved not only
reappraising his own priorities but also reaching out to, and
gathering wisdom from, longtime friends and new acquaintances who had navigated their own traumas and afflictions.
The result is a poignant, probing and ultimately uplifting examination of the limits that all of us inevitably encounter, the
lenses through which we choose to evaluate them, and the tools
we have for perseverance.”
To order tickets, call the MPAC box office at 973-539-8008 or
purchase online at morristownbooks.org. Tickets are $60 and
include a signed hardcover copy of “The Beauty of Dusk.”
Proceeds from this annual fundraising keynote event contribute to supporting literacy and education in the community, this year through a partnership with Literacy Volunteers
of Morris County.
This revenue, helps keep the all-day Saturday book festival
free and open to all.

For more information, go to morristownbooks.org

Music will fill the air at the Festival of Ballooning
While the hot air balloons will always be
the stars, music will fill the air more than
ever at the 39th annual New Jersey Lottery
Festival of Ballooning from Friday, July 29,
through Sunday, July 31, at Solberg Airport
in Readington Township.
New this year: eight top-flight tribute
bands will perform throughout the weekend on the Lottery’s CASH POP Summer
Stage, providing attendees with even more
music to enjoy.
The largest summertime hot air balloon
and music festival in North America will
be showcasing Jersey’s best bands as well
as bands from around the country.
Bands will include the Vegas McGraw
tribute to Tim McGraw and Dance Can-

dy tribute to Earth, Wind & Fire on opening day, Friday, July 29. Mini Kiss tribute to
KISS, All Revved Up tribute to Meat Loaf,
and Simply Spice tribute to the Spice Girls
perform on Saturday, July 30.
And the Vyntage Skynyrd tribute to
Lynyrd Skynyrd, The B-Street Band Bruce
Springsteen & The E-Street Band tribute, and Sugar Mountain celebrating Neil
Young perform on Sunday, July 31.
The festival’s 2022 headlining concert series on the Main Stage features Rock & Roll
Hall of Famer Todd Rundgren, Kansas,
Collective Soul, and Laurie Berkner.

For tickets and information, visit www.balloonfestival.com.

TODD RUNDGREN
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A plaque for Art in the Atrium Co-founder Viki Craig is unveiled at the Morris County
Administrative building in Morristown. From left are Viki’s daughter Lauren LeBeaux
Craig, County Commissioner Johgn Krickus and Viki’s husband Charles Craig.

The sculpture “Convergent” was unveiled at 51 Prospect Street in Morristown Tuesday,
July 12.

Public art sculpture
unveiled in Morristown
A new public sculpture was unveiled at
Open Space at Speedwell located at 51 Prospect St. next to the Modera 44 and Modera
55 apartments on Tuesday, July 12.
Partner organizations Morris Arts, Topology, and CORE Creative Placemaking
were among the attendees.
This sculpture was part of an international selection process issued in June 2018,
which chose and commissioned Nathan S.
Pierce of Cape Girardeau, Mo., for the project in early 2019.
After some delays due to the pandemic
including material shortages, the sculpture
was installed on the morning of July 12 and
formally presented to the public shortly after.
“I am thrilled and thankful that my work
is going to be a permanent part of your
community and help it grow in its new direction,” Pierce said.
Pierce’s piece called “Convergent” is an
8 foot tall stainless steel structure accented with light blue, amber and fluorescent
green acrylic panels.
“So, ‘Convergent’ – the idea behind the
piece is, the circular forms they kind of
bring the eye back in on itself in a few different ways and it also becomes a metaphor

for how this development has become part
of the community that it serves,” Pierce
said.
When speaking about the initiative and
public art, Mayor Timothy Dougherty said,
“[Art’s] all part of our living culture–our
thread that keeps everything together. We
have been looking forward to this; we’re so
excited and we’re so grateful that we’re able
to produce and be part of this unveiling and
what it means to our community.”
The “Convergent” sculpture is the second commissioned public art piece out of
Morristown’s One Percent for Art program
which was started in 2015 and established
by Morris Arts, a non-profit that works to
promote art and culture in the community.
One Percent for Art is an initiative that
mandates that any new development in
Morristown must provide for one percent
of capital costs – up to $100,000 – to put toward installation and maintenance of exterior public art on, or adjacent to the property being developed. Morristown is among
the first municipalities in New Jersey to institute this initiative.
Morris Arts plans to host a larger community celebration event at the park as
part of its upcoming 50th Anniversary.

Art in the Atrium
co-founder honored
Art in the Atrium (ATA) Co-founder Viki
Craig was honored Thursday, June 16 with
a plaque unveiled by the Morris County
Board of Commissioners, the Craig Family and Morris Arts at a ceremony at the
Morris County Administration and Records Building where ATA began 30 years
ago.
Charles Craig and Lauren LeBeaux
Craig, Viki Craig’s husband and daughter,
hosted the ceremony with Morris Arts Director of Galleries Lynn Seibert and Morris County Commissioner Deputy Director John Krickus next to the plaque on the
fifth floor of the Atrium Gallery.
“It’s been three years since we lost Viki
Craig and two years since we first planned
a dedication here to this wonderful, brilliant and visionary woman, and I want to
say thank you to Charles and Lauren for
continuing her legacy,” Krickus said. “…It
is so fitting that we are going to have Viki
Craig’s plaque here, overlooking the atrium where she founded Art in the Atrium.”
He noted that Morris County has only
two other plaques of honor on the fifth
floor of the atrium; one is for Frederick W.
Knox, Jr., who served as a freeholder, the
predecessor to county commissioner, from
1978 to 1988, and the other to Ilene St. John,
who served as clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders from 1991 to 2008.
“I am just so proud to represent my parents who had the vision and tenacity to
keep this going for all these years,” said
Lauren LeBeaux Craig. “And I am excited
that my mom has her plaque, and I’m try-

ing not to get emotional too early. It’s a culmination of just so much.”
The plaque unveiling was timed to coincide with Juneteenth, which honors
the date June 19, 1865, two months after
the Civil War ended, when Union General
Gordon Granger delivered the news to enslaved communities in Texas that they had
been freed by the Emancipation Proclamation two and a half years earlier.
ATA’s annual exhibition, the largest of
its kind in the state of New Jersey, has
been a successful showcase of art by both
emerging and established artists. Viki
Craig died in December 2018, and her family continued her work.
During 2020 and 2021, when the
COVID-19 pandemic made it impossible to
keep the Atrium Gallery open to the public, a planned plaque dedication to Viki
Craig was postponed. But ATA still showcased its artists virtually with the support
of Morris County and the Board of Commissioners.
The fourth and fifth floors of the atrium
exclusively showcase ATA’s presentation;
it features 70 works by 24 African American artists caled “Black Revival!” The
works include a wide range of styles and
media utilizing acrylic, multimedia assemblages, textiles, and photos in abstract and
figurative compositions.
Most artworks are for sale, with details
and pricing provided in the free catalogues
available in the elevator lobby areas on
each floor. The catalogue also is available
online at www.morrisarts.org.
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Food Truck Fridays, 4 to 8 p.m.,
every Friday, at Bayberry Elementary
School blacktop, 113 Bayberry Lane,
Watchung. Upcoming vendors include
Cousins Maine Lobster, Shake Shack,
Chank’s Pizza Cones, Taxi Cab Burgers,
Angry Archie’s, House of Cupcakes
and Doughnut Evolution. All proceeds
benefit Watchung schools. To learn
more, visit watchungpto.com.
Shadowfax Bridge Club, 679 Bartley Road, Chester Township, is again
open for face-to-face bridge sessions.
Beginners are welcome and private
lessons are available. Games for players with less than 500 masterpoints
are run every Tuesday and Saturday.

KIDS

Tuesday games are preceded by a free
intermediate-level practice hand and
lesson at 9:30 a.m. Open games are
held on Wednesday and Friday, while
both games are run on Saturday. Card
Fees are $10 per player for all regular
games. Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination
required. For more information, visit
https://shadowfaxbridgeclub.com/ or
call (908) 879-3895.
Morristown tours are available now
and run with 4-12 people. Participants
wishing to dine outside or only with
their own group can be accommodated with advanced notice. The Classic
Savor and Stroll tour is about 2-1/2
hours, and ticket prices are $65 for
adults and $30 for children ages 6-12.
The Savor, Sip and Shop tour is for
those 21 and older and tickets are $80
a person. Tours last approximately 4-4
1/2 hours. For more information on
dates and rates, visit www.savorandstrollculinarytours.com/book-now.
Schaefer Farms Cruise Night withcool cars, bikes and trucks runs from

5-9 p.m. on Thursdays at Schaefer
Farm, 1051 County Road 523, Readington Township. The whole family
is invited to come and hang out on
the farm and grab a bite to eat at the
Farm To Fork Food Truck. Visit with
farm animals. For more information,
call (908) 782-2705.

in retirement, or anytime, may join
Todd Robbins, award winning physical
therapist and owner of Robbins Rehabilitation East, for an educational
workshop in staying healthy and well
while in retirement. Register on the
Events Calendar at www.hclibrary.us
and specify time.

Flemington Thursday Nights Out
are back on the last Thursday of each
month, all summer long. Taking place
on Main Street between Bloomfield
and Capner Street, this event is all
about historic Main Street. The Summer Swing Orchestra, specializing in
swing-era favorites, have expanded
their repertoire in response to audience requests. There will be music,
delicious food and beer. For more information, visit www.LoveFlemington.
com or call (908) 809-5464.

Food and Fun Along the Jersey
Shore will be the subject of a presentation at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Aug. 11, at Hunterdon County Library
Headquarters at 314 Route 12 in Raritan Township. Judith Krall-Russo will
lead a fascinating presentation about
Jersey Shore food and fun at this
in-person program, where she will discuss foods associated with the Jersey
Shore over the years, such as salt-water taffy and clam fritters. Foods identified with the lesser-known Delaware
River and Bay coastline will be explored as well as summer shore activities. Register on the Events Calendar
at www.hclibrary.us.

Stay Healthy in Retirement is the
topic at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11,
at the North County Branch Library
at 65 Halstead St. in Clinton. Anyone
who wants to live a healthy life while

•

Little Farm Friends will take place at 1
p.m. Friday, June 24, at Fosterfields Living
Historical Farm, 73 Kahdena Road, Morristown. For ages 3 and up with an adult.
The program celebrates “Super Seeds!”
vegetables. Tickets are $10 per child. For
more information, call (973) 326-7645.
Laurie Berkner, best-selling children’s
recording artist, will headline this year’s
children’s concert at the 39th annual
New Jersey Lottery Festival of Ballooning
at 1:30 p.m. on Opening Day, Friday, July
29, at Solberg Airport. The Princeton
native recognized as the “queen of kids’
music” by People magazine has continued to provide a fun way for families to
enjoy their festival experience. With an
average of more than 16 million monthly
streams and millions of CDs and DVDs
sold, Berkner’s songs have become beloved classics for children worldwide.
Ticket packages will include a limited
number of VIP meet-and-greet opportu-

•
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Public Ice Skating is available at
Mennen Ice Arena, 161 E. Hanover
Ave., Morris Township. Registration
can be made in person or online. The
adult open hockey schedule is 12:15
to 2:15 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays. For
more information or to register, visit
www.morrisparks.net/mennen2/public-skating/

•
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nities. Tickets on sale at www.balloonfestival.com.
Mondays Mornings At The Readington Museum, a hands-on summer
program for children ages 8 to 12 returns
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on four consecutive Mondays – July 11, 18, 25, and Aug.
1, to the Bouman-Stickney Farmstead,
114 Dreahook Road, Readington Township. Children will make history-inspired
crafts, play historic games, or learn an
English country dance. All activities will
be held outside or if inclement weather,
inside the Wade-Wycoff Barn. The cost
of each program is $5. per child per day.
Preregistration and payment before each
session are required. Register online at
http://www.ReadingtonMuseums.org
or contact the Readington Museums at
(908) 236-2327 or readingtonmuseums@
gmail.com. Checks made payable to
Readington Township can be mailed to
Readington Museums, PO Box, 216, Stan-

ton, NJ 08885. For more information, visit
www.readingtontwpnj.gov/departments/
museums.
Children’s K-5 Pearl Observatory –
Oceans of Megladons will meet at 2:30
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 4, at the Hunterdon County Library Headquarters at 314
Route 12 in Raritan Township. Did you
know that you can tell the size of a shark
from its teeth? Kids in grades K-5 will
use Megalodon teeth as a guide to build
a giant Megalodon to hang in the library
at this in-person event. Register on the
Events Calendar at www.hclibrary.us.
Pokemon Card Trading for grades K-5
will be held at 2:30 p.m. on Monday,
Aug. 1, and at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
Aug. 16, at the North County Library at
65 Halstead St. in Clinton. Kids can bring
their Pokemon cards to trade and make
new friends at this in-person program.
Register at www.hclibrary.us.

Outdoor Storytime will take place at
10 a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 4, at Hunterdon County Library Headquarters at 314
Route 12 in Raritan Township. Preschoolers ages 2-5 are invited to storytime.
Bring a blanket as these events will be
held outdoors and note that children
must be accompanied by an adult. Storytimes include books, songs, and a craft.
Register on the Events Calendar at www.
hclibrary.us.
Bedtime Storytime will take place at 7
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11, at the North
County Branch Library at 65 Halstead St.
in Clinton. Children ages 2-5 can attend
this in-person bedtime storytime. Storytimes include books, songs, and a craft
and an adult must stay with the child.
Bring a blanket as this event will be
held outdoors. Registration is required
by visiting the Events Calendar at www.
hclibrary.us.

•

The Ken Daneyko Golf Classic to benefit
The Center for Great Expectations, will take
place on Tuesday, July 19, at The Fiddlers
Elbow Country Club, 811 Rattlesnake Bridge

Road, Bedminster. For more information,
visit www.cge-nj.org/events/the-kendaneyko-golf-classic.

Dine To Donate for Rockaway Library
will take place at the Brick 46 Restaurant
and Bar at 68 Route 46 East, Rockaway,
from Sunday, July 17, through Saturday, July

23. Twenty percent of all proceeds – dine in
or take out – will be donated to Friends of
the Rockaway Township Library. For specials
and menu info call (973) 625-4900.

newjerseyhills.com
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Thursday Nights Out on Main Street
Flemington with the Summer Swing Orchestra begins at 5:30 p.m. on the last
Thursday of each month all summer long
on Main Street between Bloomfield and
Capner Street. Summer Swing Orchestra
specializes in swing-era favorites, and
covers more 1,000 songs in a wide range
of genres and styles from the 1930’s
classics to modern hits. Guests will enjoy
music, food and beer. For more information, visit www.loveflemington.com.
Clinton’s Come Together Friday
Night Music Festivals returns from
7 to 9 p.m. on Main Street in Clinton
through Labor Day weekend. For more
information, visit http://www.clintonguild.com.
Collective Soul will perform at at
8 p.m. on Friday, July 29, at the 39th
annual New Jersey Lottery Festival of
Ballooning at Solberg Airport in Readington Township. Born during the rise of
grunge and alternative rock, Collective
Soul broke into mainstream popularity
thanks to extensive radio play of their
rock anthem “Shine.” Tickets are on sale
at www.balloonfestival.com and include
Blue Sky Club VIP packages, reserved
concert seats, Concert Chalets, as well as
general admission lawn seating.
Todd Rundgren will perform at 8 p.m.
on Saturday, July 30, at the New Jersey

•
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Lottery Festival of Ballooning at Solberg
Airport in Readington Township. The
multi-faceted singer-songwriter-producer with such classics as “Hello It’s
Me,” “I Saw The Light,” “Can We Still
Be Friends,” “Bang The Drum” will rock
the festival’s Main Stage following that
evening’s mass hot air balloon ascension
and take place in conjunction with a
nighttime hot air balloon glow. Tickets
are on sale now at www.balloonfestival.
com and include VIP packages, reserved
seats, and general admission lawn seating.
Kansas will perform at 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday, July 31 on the Main Stage at
Solberg Airport in Readington Township
as part of The New Jersey Lottery Festival of Ballooning. The skies will be filled
with gigantic, colorful balloons and
great live music over the weekend of
July 29-30-31. With a legendary career
spanning nearly five decades, Kansas has
firmly established itself as one of America’s iconic classic rock bands. For tickets,
visit www.etix.com.
Best Of The Eagles will appear from 7
to 9 p.m. on Thursday, July 28, at Hunterdon County’s Parks & Recreation‘s
46th annual “Music Under the Stars”
concert series at Deer Path Park, 120
West Woodschurch Road in Readington
Township. Refreshments by Rita’s Ice will

be available for purchase. For weather
and schedule changes, visit https://www.
co.hunterdon.nj.us/depts/parks/parks.
htm, or call (908) 782-7275.
Zachary Hann Quartet will perform
at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 30, at the
Flemington DIY Summer Jazz series at
26 Stangl Road in Flemington. Tickets
are $15 each and DIY members can get a
discount. For tickets and more info, visit
flemingtondiy.org/jazz.
Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute Band Southern Steel will play from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 4, at Hunterdon County’s
Parks & Recreation‘s 46th annual “Music
Under the Stars” concert series at Deer
Path Park, 120 West Woodschurch Road
in Readington. Refreshments by Rita’s
Ice will be available for purchase. For
weather and schedule changes, visit
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/depts/
parks/parks.htm, or call (908) 782-7275.
Na’Bodach returns at 7 p.m. on Wednsesay, July 13, with another of their celebrations of Celtic music at the North
County Library at 65 Halstead St. in Clinton, using a mix of instruments including the bodhran, fifes, whistles, violin,
fiddle, and vocals, true to tradition and
culture. Bring a blanket or chair and register at www.hclibrary.us.
Coo Coo Cachoo will perform the hits

of Simon & Garfunkel live at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, Aug. 3, at the North
County Branch Library at 65 Halstead
St. in Clinton. Thomas Johnston and
Ed Jankiewicz, who have been singing
Simon and Garfunkel songs together
since they met as high school, wil offer
up all the greatest hits and many deep
cuts from the Simon & Garfunkel discography. Bring a blanket or chair and
register on the Events Calendar at www.
hclibrary.us.
Borderline Bluegrass Trio will perform outdoors at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
Aug. 9, at Hunterdon County Library
Headquarters at 314 Route 12 in Raritan
Township. Guests are encouraged to
bring chairs and blankets and enjoy the
great outdoors for an evening of live
music under the event tent. Borderline
Bluegrass Trio performs bluegrass with
passion and excitement, featuring trademark tight harmonies and hard-driving
instrumentals. No registration is required for this outdoor concert.
High Bridge Jam Behind The Dam returns from 2 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Aug.
13, below the Lake Solitude Dam. Bring
your own beach chair. Great live music,
cold beer, wine, food. All proceeds help
to fix up High Bridge, including the basketball court. More details and ticket
sales at www.forhighbridge.com.

•

Scherman Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary’s New Jersey Audubon trails at
11 Hardscrabble Road, Bernardsville,
are open for trekking seven days a
week. Visitors can hike into the bookstore from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. For
more information, visit https://njaudubon.org.
Outdoor Single Friends is a social
club for single, active men and women
age 50 and older. During the cooler
months of October through April, OSF
‘s monthly meetings are held indoors
at Camp Jefferson, in Jefferson Township During the warmer weather, the
monthly meetings are held at different state parks. For more information,
call Pat at (973) 770-1910.
Morristown Tours are available for
4-12 people. Participants wishing to
dine outside or only with their own

group can be accommodated with advanced notice. The Classic Savor and
Stroll tour is about 2-1/2 hours, and
ticket prices are $65 for adults and $30
for children ages 6-12. The Savor, Sip
and Shop tour is for those 21 and older and tickets are $80 a person. Tour
lasts approximately 4-4 1/2 hours. For
more information on dates and rates,
visit www.savorandstrollculinarytours.
com/book-now.
Weekly Walks hosted by The Friends
of Great Swamp National Wildlife
Refuge, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on
Fridays; meeting at the Helen Fenske
Visitor Center. 32 Pleasant Plains Road,
Harding Township. People may join
Friends volunteers Paul Lauber, Murali
Krishna and Walter Willwerth. While
getting exercise and fresh air, participants can watch for birds (a Red-Tailed
Hawk, Great Blue Heron, a Barred Owl
and Bald Eagles have been spotted,

walk their dog (be sure to bring a
leash and a doggie bag), pick up litter
with Friends-supplied equipment. Participants can walk at their own pace
and as far as they want. The planned
walk is two-and-a-half to three miles.
Participants should bring binoculars
and friends. Call the Visitor Center
(973) 425-9510 for weather cancellations. More information about the
Friends of Great Swamp NWR can be
found at www.friendsofgreatswamp.
org{/div}
Field Station Dinosaurs runs 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays
through Sunday, Sept. 4, at 3 Overpeck
Park Driveway, Leonia. More than 30
life-sized moving dinosaurs can be
seen along a natural trail, with live
shows, games and activities and, of
course, the chance to interact with a
15-foot T-Rex, a baby Hadrosaurus and
their dinosaur wranglers. For tickets

and more information, visit JerseyDinos.com.
National Night Out 2022 in Hunterdon County will take place from 5 to
9 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 2, at North
Hunterdon High School, 1445 Route
31, in Annandale. The Clinton Township Police Department, the Town
of Clinton Police Department, South
Branch Emergency Services, the Clinton Township Fire Department and
the Town of Clinton Fire Department
will all be on hand. There will be free
music, specialized units and vehicles,
games, food, a classic car show, fire
engines and rescue squad vehicles.
Washington Township Community
Night Out will take place from 6 to
10 p.m. on Tuesday, July 19, at Rock
Spring Park, East Springtown Road,
Long Valley. Rain date is Wednesday,
July 20.
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MUSEUMS

Museum of Early Trades and Crafts
at 9 Main St., Madison, is open for
walk-in visitors from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday. Saturday and
Sunday remain by reservation only
until further notice. The weekend
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
and from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Reservations for groups of 10 and fewer

visitors can be made for Saturdays and
Sundays, and must be made 24 hours
in advance. To make a reservation,
call (973) 377-2982, ext. 13, or email
operations@metc.org to book an appointment. A reservation is confirmed
only after a museum staff member has
confirmed a visit by a group. Fees are
$5 for adults, and $3 for students, children, and senior citizens 62 and older,
with a maximum family fee of $15. Admission is free for museum members,
children younger than 6, and active
duty military personnel and their families. Masks are required to be worn by
all visitors ages 2 and up. For information, visit https://www.metc.org.
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum
gardens are now open from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily for free visits. The hall
itself is open to the public 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays for

FARMERS MARKETS

Ethos Farm Market runs from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, at 177
W. Mill Road, Long Valley. For more
information, visit https://www.ethosprimarycare.com/doctors-farm-market.
Stangl Factory Farmers Market
runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Saturday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., year-round,
featuring the freshest local, seasonal foods, organic produce, grass-fed
meats, pastured eggs, handmade cheeses, freshly baked bread, prepared foods
like soups and salads made with local,
organic ingredients, and more. The
market artisans and talented local crafters have unique offerings. Admission is
free. For more information, visit www.
stanglfactory.com/farmers-market-2.
Madison Farmers Market takes place
from 1 to 6 p.m. Thursdays through
Nov. 17, at Dodge Field, between Cen•

ARTS
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Hackettstown Historical Society
Museum is open for group visits from
2 to 4 p.m. on Wednesdays and Sundays. Masks are required. To arrange a
visit, call (908) 852-8797. The museum
is located at 106 Church St. in Hackettstown, next to the Hackettstown
Free Public Library. For more information on the Historical Society and its
events, call the museum at (908) 8528797, email info@hackettstownhistory.
com or visit http://hackettstownhistory.com.

•
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the summer. The museum is located at
45 Macculloch Ave., Morristown. For
more information, visit https://maccullochhall.org.
Morris Museum, 6 Normandy Heights
Road, Morristown hosts New York Citybased artist and costume maker Erik
Bergrin’s fiber sculpture installation
now through Sunday, July 10. A student of Buddhist philosophy, Bergrin
explores the transience of the human
body and the eternity of the mind in
this new collection of work, the museum said. The exhibition takes its name
from the eight dissolutions, a Tibetan
Buddhist meditation practice that visualizes one’s mortality in the recurring
cycle of death and rebirth on the path
to enlightenment. The costumes are
entirely handsewn, made from fabrics
created by Bergrin using traditional
techniques such as weaving and felt-

ing, as well as grown from unusual
materials such as seaweed, fermented
tea, and crystallizations. Some include
integrated drums and rattles, the museum said. A video monitor documents
a performance with the costumes making musical sounds with each movement. The exhibition is curated by the
Morris Museum’s Ronald T. Labaco,
Director of Exhibitions and Collections/
Chief Curator, and Michelle Graves,
Curatorial Assistant. For information,
visit https://morrismuseum.org.
The Washington Township Historical Society and Museum, 6 Fairview
Ave., Long Valley, is now open 1 – 4
on Sundays or by appointment. To
arrange a group tour or special visit,
leave a message at (908) 876-9696 or
info@wthsnj.org. For more information, visit Facebook or www.wthsnj.
org.

•

tral and Greenwood Avenues, Madison.
The 2022 market will feature new food
and craft vendors on top of familiar
favorites from prior years, as well as
space for local nonprofit groups and
organizations.
Hunterdon Land Trust Farmers’ Market runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sundays
through Nov. 20 at Dvoor Farm, 111
Mine St., Flemington. Shoppers will find
organic fruits and vegetables, all-natural meats, fresh-baked breads, cave-ripened cheeses, honey, pies, plants, locally roasted coffee, milk, eggs and more.
About 20 farmers and vendors will participate in this producers-only market
this season. Morning Yoga and music is
back. For more information, visit www.
hunterdonlandtrust.org.

June through October at the police
station parking lot, 840 Somerset St.,
Watching. For information, visit https://
tinyurl.com/dkkfrpsm.
Clinton Community Farmers Market
runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sundays from
May through October at the North
County Branch Library at 65 Halstead
St. in Clinton. The market features
local, naturally raised lamb, poultry,
pork and beef, prepared meals, locally
grown fresh produce, home baked artisan breads, prepared salads using local
fresh ingredients, homemade old-fashioned cookies, local crafters, special
events, live music and more. Email clintoncommunityfarmersmarket@gmail.
com.

1 p.m. Saturdays Nov. 5 through Dec.
10. The market is located in River Road
Park off Route 202-206 in Bedminster.
Bernardsville Farmers Market, 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Saturdays through Dec. 17
except Oct. 15 and Nov. 26. The market
is located at the Bernardsville train station parking lot on Route 202.
Morris Plains Farmers Market is
open at Merchant Block, accross the
street from the Morris Plains Train Station, every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. until Oct. 8.
Morristown Farmers Market is open
in the parking lot behind the Morristown Diner from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
every Sunday until Nov. 20.

Watchung Farmers Market takes
place from4 to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays from

Bedminster Farmers Market is open
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays now
through Oct. 29, and from 10 a.m. to

East Hanover Farmers Market is
open at Lurker Park from 12 p.m. to 6
p.m. every Monday until Oct. 26.

register and schedule and appointment visit
www.morrisarts.org to register and schedule
an appointment. The exhibit catalogue, posted online, contains details and sale prices for
the works. The Gallery at 14 Maple is a barrier-free facility. Individuals needing special
accommodation should contact Jenna Castano at (973) 285-5115, ext. 12 or jcastano@
morrisarts.org.

Morristown National Historical Park
is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2023
with a fine art photography exhibit by artist-in-residence and nationally recognized
New York artist, musician, and author Xiomaro (pronounced See-oh-ma-ro) showcasing
the park’s key features: the Ford Mansion,
Jockey Hollow, and the Cross Estate Mansion/
New Jersey Bridge area. Now through Sun-

day, July 31, the centerpiece exhibit of “Rediscovering Morristown National Historical
Park” will be on view at the Jockey Hollow
Visitor Center and the Washington’s Headquarters Museum. For more information and
a free souvenir print visit www.xiomaro.com,
contact Morristown National Historical Park
at (862) 400-5972, or visit https://www.nps.
gov/morr/index.htm.

•

“A Cache of Kinetic Art: Timeless
Movements” will run through Sunday,
Aug. 28, at the Morris Museum, 6 Normandy
Heights Road, Morristown.
”Shifting Ground” is the 24th exhibit at
Morris Arts’ Gallery, at 14 Maple Ave., Morristown. It runs through Monday, Aug. 22.
Visiting is free but by appointment only. To

newjerseyhills.com
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Disney’s “Encanto” (2021-PG) will
be screened at about 8 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 13, during Hunterdon County’s Parks & Recreation‘s 46th annual
“Music Under the Stars” at Deer Path
Park, 120 West Woodschurch Road in
Readington Township. For weather and
schedule changes, visit https://www.
co.hunterdon.nj.us/depts/parks/parks.
htm, or call (908) 782-7275. Guests
should bring chairs or blankets, this is
not a drive-in movie.
Monday Movie Matinee will take
place at Hunterdon County Library
Headquarters at 314 Route 12, Raritan
Township. The screenings, which all
run at 2 p.m., will feature “West Side
Story” on Monday, Aug. 1; “Cyrano”
on Monday, Aug. 8; and “Dog August”
on Monday, Aug. 15. No registration is
required.
Friday Movie Matinee series will
screen movies at 2 p.m. at North County
Branch Library at 65 Halstead St. in Clinton. “Death On The Nile” on Friday,
Aug. 15, “In The Heights” on Friday,
Aug. 12, and “The Outfit” on Friday,
Aug. 19. Register at www.hclibrary.us.
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Center for Contemporary Art offers
Summer Programs in Bedminster
Registration is underway for in-person Summer Art Camps offered by The
Center for Contemporary Art at 2020
Burnt Mills Road, Bedminster Township.
Weekly Summer Art Camps running
through Friday, Aug. 26, are offered for
children ages 5-15 in half-day sessions.
Art Camps take place in person with select camps being offered in a hybrid format.
Summer Art Camps allow children to
develop important artistic techniques
and learn about the principles of visual
art, historical periods and well-known
artists. All camps are led by professional, experienced, and creative teaching
artists; provide a curriculum tailored to
three individual age groups; and allow
students to enjoy small class sizes with
projects and themes which vary weekly.
Each week children ages 5-8 and 9-11
will spend the morning exploring drawing, painting, collage and other mixed

media projects, and pottery in the ceramics studio. In the afternoon, campers ages 9-11 will explore a wide range
of subjects in depth such as drawing,
painting, pottery, upcycled art, cartooning, manga/anime and more.
Teens ages 12-15 may choose to spend
their mornings or afternoons in an intensive art camp studying a single subject.
The center also offers “Special Needs
Saturdays” a six-week Saturday Art
Camp for children ages 6-15 with Autism
Spectrum Disorder and other special
needs. Students will spend time exploring a variety of media as they experiment with drawing, painting and sculpture in these 1½ hour camps. These
camps are generously funded by a grant
from Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Adult summer classes and workshops
will be offered in person, virtual, or in a
hybrid format. Classes are offered for all
levels of experience in a variety of me-

diums, including watercolor, gouache,
oil and acrylic painting, colored pencils, pastels, drawing, ceramics, performance art, color theory, art journaling
and more.
T he Center’s annual Members’
Non-Juried Exhibition & Sale will be on
view through Saturday, Aug. 27. This exhibition is an opportunity for members
to showcase their artwork in any and all
media. The variety and range of entries
is a testament to the diversity and creativity of The Center’s community of
artists. This year’s works of art by participating members include painting,
pastel, charcoal, ink, graphite, photography, mixed media, ceramics and more.
The judge for this year’s exhibition is
M’kina Tapscott, Executive Director,
Artworks, Trenton’s Visual Arts Center.

For further information, visit The Center for
Contemporary Art online at https://www.
ccabedminster.org.

PAGE 16 Thursday, July 28, 2022

Out & About

newjerseyhills.com

