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39 Years Of Excellence   
At Long Hill Auto

Long Hill  Auto Service Cen-
ter opened its doors in 1986. While 
many aspects of the business of re-
pairing and maintaining automo-
biles has drastically changed over 
the years, a few things have stayed 
the same. “The first thing we try 
to do is to make it easy for people 
to get their repairs done. We know 
that it’s not an easy thing to do to 
drop off your car and be without it,” 
says owner Bob Arlotta. “Our main 
priority is to make it easy for peo-
ple to get their repairs done. We try 
to make it as pain-free as it can be.” 
Whether it’s picking up or dropping 
off a vehicle at an owner’s home, or 
giving customers a lift to their des-
tination, Arlotta says the shop’s suc-
cess owes much to its longtime com-
mitment to its customers. The shop 
stays open 12 hours per day, six days 
a week, in an effort to give custom-
ers as much scheduling flexibili-

ty as possible. And great customer 
service is just the starting point. In 
the past, the auto repair industry 
focused mainly on mechanics who 
were well-versed in mechanical is-
sues, such as brakes and tires. But 
as automobiles became increasing-
ly reliant on electronics, comput-
ers and technology, Long Hill Auto 
has made a commitment to staying 
up-to-date on the latest technology 
and information, with mandatory 
monthly training sessions for all its 
employees. The shop’s focus on its 
surrounding community has also 
helped to establish its reputation 
as a friendly and reliable business. 
Long Hill Auto sponsors and partic-
ipates in many community events 
and activities, including acting as 
a food collection site for the Shrine 
of St. Joseph Food Drive and a va-
riety of other Long Hill Chamber 
of Commerce events and programs. 

The business is very involved in 
Millington Downtown Day, donat-
ing its facility, electricity, water 
and parking lot space for the popu-
lar annual community gathering. 
In the past, the business has also 
hosted local Girl Scouts working to-
wards earning their Car Care Badg-
es. Shop employees taught the girls 
how to change a tire, fix a flat, jump 
start a dead car battery and more. 
A free air pump and free car vacu-
um are available in front of the shop 
for anyone who needs them. In ad-
dition, smart car drivers running 
low on a charge can pull up and plug 
in at no cost. “We try to please ev-
erybody as much as we can. I think 
that goes a long way,” Arlotta said. 
Long Hill Auto Service Center is lo-
cated at 1905 Long Hill Road, in Mil-
lington. Reach them at longhillau-
to@aol.com or (908) 647-7984 or visit 
longhillauto. com.
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VNA Addresses Home Care Questions
Consumers with home care needs are concerned about affordability and require 

assistance determining what benefits are available to them to under Medicare, 
Medicaid, private insurance plans, and grant subsidized programs based on in-
quires received by the Visiting Nurse Association of Northern NJ (VNA) via its 
vnannj.org “Contact US” page and 1-800-WE VISIT.   

“Our organization serves as a safety net for those who aren’t sure where to turn 
for help. We’re able to reassure many by confirming their eligibility and address-
ing other concerns,” said Faith Scott, MPH, MBA, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Visiting Nurse Association of Northern NJ.  “Often, we can expedite en-
rollment by coordinating with a physician or insurance provider or guiding some-
one through the application process for grant-funded services.” 

Grant-Funded Services For Those Who Qualify  
As the sole designated administrator for the NJ Statewide Respite Care Pro-

gram in Morris, Sussex, Somerset, and Passaic Counties and a participant in other 
county and private grant programs, VNA is empowered to screen seniors and fam-
ily caregivers for eligibility.  Those who qualify may receive free or reduced-cost 
help with essential, non-medical tasks or caregiver respites, counseling, or train-
ing. 

About VNA
The Visiting Nurse Association of Northern NJ (VNA), vnannj.org, is a lead-

ing nonprofit provider of comprehensive home health care with a distinguished 
tradition of caring.  VNA serves qualified patients of all ages who are homebound 
due to serious illnesses or medical events, elderly residents who choose to age in 
place, and their family caregivers. VNA is licensed by the  New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and is a nationally recognized Community Health Accreditation 
Partner (CHAP) provider.

For answers to home care questions and personalized assistance, call 1-800-WE VISIT or re-
quest a free, no obligation consultation at vnannj.org.
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In Touch With Students, In Tune With Learning
Professor Kathleen Calderone is living her childhood 

dream: teaching music!
“It wasn’t a choice, it’s a calling. This made my life very 

easy, because I always knew where I was going – never 
want-ed to do anything else,” said Calderone of Hanover. 
Calderone has an extensive background in music and edu-
cation: She holds degrees and certifications in music edu-
cation, is pursuing her doctoral de-gree, and is an adjunct 
professor at Kean University in Union.

Holistic Learning
In 1975, she opened the Calderone School of Music, which 

has been located in East Hanover since 1979. Between the 
East Hanover location and the school’s second location in 
Springfield, the Cal-derone School of Music serves about 
2,000 students of all ages, abilities and musical disciplines.

Because the music school is “strict-ly an educational in-
stitution,” with the exception of its child Kindermusik Pro-
gram, prospective students must first ap-ply to the school 
and be tested for musi-cal ability before being accepted. 
When accepting a child, Calderone said she wants to be 
sure the child is ready for the challenge and wants to study 
music and is not forced to study music.

“I’m looking for the whole child to be ready, if you think 
about it, it’s ho-listic learning. Music demands the use of 
every intelligence and every cognitive ability the human 
possess-es,” she said.

One of the truly unique aspects of the Calderone School 

of Music is that it is comprised of five divisions: Kind-
er-musik, Suzuki Strings, Private Lessons, College Prepa-
ratory, and Professional Development (for music teach-
ers).

Through Kindermusik – an interna-tional program of-
fered through the Cal-derone School – music classes are 
offered to children up to age 7. The Calderone School is 
considered a “Maestro” Kind-ermusik school, a level the 
international music company gives to the top 100 Kind-er-
musik schools in the world.

Suzuki Strings is for violin students who aren’t yet 
ready for private lessons.

Private lessons are offered to accepted students of all 
ages and abilities, in var-ied instruments and voice. The 
College Preparatory division is more of an intense pro-
gram, preparing high school students to get accepted into 
a music college and to earn a music de-gree.

The Professional Development divi-sion is for profes-
sional musicians and those who already have a degree in 
mu-sic, to hone their skills in a particular area or to main-
tain their teaching licenses.

Pedagogy is at the heart of music edu-cation at the Cal-
derone School of Music. It’s not just about banging on an 
instru-ment or taking what Calderone refers to as ”enter-
tainment lessons” — it’s about that holistic music edu-
cation Calderone is so committed to. Every student who 
walks through the doors of the Calderone School of Mu-
sic receives a core curricu-lum that includes music theo-

ry, music history and ear training, regardless of the instru-
ment being studied.

Calderone said her vision for the school is “to provide 
students with an excellent, comprehensive music edu-
ca-tion.” Her philosophy is to apply that vi-sion to the indi-
vidual student and those ideals, she said, are embodied in 
the school motto: “The professional school that meets the 
needs of the individual student.”

Music Needs Met
The music school’s staff is made up of 45 full-time and 

part-time teachers, all of whom hold degrees in music and 
many of whom are college music professors.

Divina Arpino, 40, of Boonton Town-ship, has a daugh-
ter who graduated Cal-derone School of Music and has two 
chil-dren enrolled in the school. Arpino, who until recent-
ly lived in Florham Park, has a degree in music and used 
to play the saxophone. Arpino said she likes the flexibili-
ty of what the Calderone School offers, as well as the qual-
ity of teaching.

“It lends itself well to a whole music picture,” Arpino 
said. “Everything for me and my children has been won-
der-ful...we are all getting our music needs met here – 
equally wonderful for kids as well as adults.”

The Calderone School of Music is lo-cated at: 34 
Ridgedale Avenue, East Ha-nover, and can be reached by 
calling (973) 428-0405; and at 276 Morris Avenue, Spring-
field, and can be reached by call-ing (973) 467-4688.
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For eight years, HappiNest Antiques has 
taken its patrons back in time with a trea-sure 
trove of porcelains, collector’s items, and or-
nate tchotchkes.

The cozy shop in Whitehouse Station spe-
cializes in vintage and antique season-al gifts 
and accessories, changing its de-cor with each 
season. Halloween, Thanks-giving, Christmas, 
Easter, spring, summer and fall are each high-
lighted throughout the year.

After retiring from a career at Johnson & 
Johnson in 2016, shop owner Maryann McK-
ean decided to “reinvent herself.”

It was McKean’s mother, Janet, who 
sparked her love for antiques when she was 
growing up. She drew upon that pas-sion when 
she retired and ventured to start her own busi-
ness.

“I worked for a full year with my daughter 
Kathryn, locating a brick-and-mortar building 
and finding the perfect pieces to start my busi-
ness,” McKean said.

HappiNest’s shelves are stocked with an-
tique and vintage seasonal and holiday items, 
antique furniture and accessories, crocks and 
jugs, pewter, advertising tins, and so much 

more.
“My mother is one of my best ‘pickers’ and 

she and Kathryn continue to help me run the 
shop and find new merchandise,” McKean 
said. “Kathryn also handles all my marketing 
and advertising needs. Thank God for family.”

Originally, McKean carried more gifts and 
accessories from local artists and prim-itive 
reproducers. Over time, she found that an-
tiques and vintage pieces are more market-
able.

The shop has also become tight knit with 
the local community, supporting the Three 
Bridges Volunteer Fire Company.

What has stayed the same? HappiNest con-
tinues to offer one-of-a-kind, unusual antique 
and vintage pieces that are hard to come by in 
other antique shops.

All are invited to come in, say hello and 
browse the shop. There is always a great se-lec-
tion of antique and vintage pieces at afford-able 
prices, and new items are added daily.

To learn more, visit the shop at 406 Route 22 
West, Whitehouse Station; see www.hap-pin-
estantiques.com; or contact info@hap-pines-
tantiques.com or (908) 823-4946.

Find Your Vintage  
Treasures At Happinest

Deep Roots, Trust Keep Mark’s Auto 
Service Motoring For 36-Plus Years
Spending 36 years in a town is more 

than enough time to establish some pret-
ty deep roots there, even if you’re in the 
business of helping people stay on the 
road. 

Still, Mark’s Auto Service and it’s 
owner, Mark Ierubino, have made them-
selves a part of the community in ways 
that go above and beyond putting in a 
good day’s work at the shop. 

Parents of Long Hill’s Little League 
baseball players know them as a spon-
sor of the local team for more than 14 
years. Mark himself spent decades as 
a volunteer firefighter at local compa-
nies in Stirling and even as the chief of 
the Basking Ridge department for five 
years.

All that time in one place has given 
Mark and his team a good view of how 
the town, and their customers’ needs, 
have changed. The cars they’re work-
ing on now are a far cry from what they 
were 36 years ago, so traveling around 
the country to get the latest training is a 
must for them to keep up with the times. 

“What’s new, what can they show 

us, the computer controls, pattern fail-
ures,” says Ieurbino. “That helps us. 
We’re dealing with some really smart 
guys now.” 

All that continuing education has 
paid off, earning Mark’s Auto Service 
the distinction of being an ASE (Auto-
motive Service Excellence) Certified 
business. 

Mark and his son, Nicholas, have also 
been licensed as state approved emis-
sions repair technicians. 

“We’re setting up a labcope, we watch 
waveforms, we watch data. It’s not go-
ing out and playing with a screwdriver.” 
Mark says.

Mark’s Auto Service is a great lo-
cal example of how a business can set-
tle down in one spot while keeping pace 
with the changes around them.

Mark’s Auto Service is located at 
834 Valley Road in Gillette and can be 
reached at

(908) 647-7276.  For more information 
or to schedule a service appointment, 
visit them online at www.Marksauto.
com.
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legant Lifestyles Magazine is the perfect venue to advertise your business or service. 
Circulated to over 40,000 homes in Morris, Somerset and Hunterdon Counties, your

advertisement will be read by homeowners who have a $123,000 average household income.
Take advantage of this opportunity to increase your 

market presence in this affluent area.

22002266  PPUUBBLLIICCAATTIIOONN  DDAATTEESS

For More Information, contact
Jerry O’Donnell

PH: 908-766-3900, ext. 230 • Email: jodonnell@newjerseyhills.com

February 26 • April 16 • June 11 • September 17 • December 3
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Heartstrings: Vintage 
Treasures, Jewelry, 

Furnishings And More
With an air of whimsy and a unique 

artistic vibe, HeartStrings, located at 
10 Main Street in Clinton, features an 
eclectic mix of jewelry, gifts, women’s 
and children’s apparel, vintage items 
and everything “magical.” In 1976, Carol 
Beder opened her store on Main Street, 
which was then called “The Quaker 
Mouse.” She moved three more times, 
at which point she changed the name 
of her store to HeartStrings. In 2003, a 
fire claimed HeartStrings and two other 
buildings. Within two months, Carol re-
opened HeartStrings on East Main Street 
until the other building was rebuilt. 
She moved back to Main Street in 2004. 
The merchants and community rallied 
around as she started once again, which 
made her realize how important the busi-
ness and Clinton was to her. Carol has 

been a member of The Clin-
ton Guild since 1976, work-
ing with the other mer-
chants to bring numerous 
festivities to town, which 
has made Clinton what it 
is today. “My journey has 
been amazing, raising a 
family, and also building 
one in Clinton,” she said. 
“There really is nowhere 
else I would want to have 
a shop or live. Clinton is a very special 
place.” Stop by 10 Main Street Clinton 
and browse HeartStrings’ unique trea-
sures or visit them online at www.heart-
stringslifestyle.net. HeartStrings is open 
seven days a week, with later hours on 
Thursdays. For more information, call 
(908)735–4020.

CAROL 
BEDER
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Reuther Material Builds 98 Years Of Trust
Reuther Material Company was in-

corporated in 1927 in Edgewa-ter by An-
drew Reuther and his two brothers be-
fore being passed down to his children, 
Andrew Reuther and Margaret Diehl.

Today, the longtime North Bergen 
company is still owned and operat-ed 
by third- and fourth-generation family 
members. In April 2021, Re-uther opened 
their second location in the Succasunna 
section of Rox-bury Township after ac-
quiring R.P. Smith & Son.

With nearly a century of experi-ence, 
Reuther manufactures, blocks, sells and 
delivers the very best in masonry mate-
rials.

Reuther Material has been a main-
stay in the building industry for 96 
years. This family-owned and oper-ated 
company has created a legacy brand for 
its customers, partners, and employees 
— serving Northern and Central New 
Jersey as well as the five boroughs of 
New York City.

The company now has two loca-tions, 
the original in North Bergen and the 
new location at 155 Main St., Succasun-

na.
Aside from a wide array of prod-uct 

offerings and great prices, the Reuther 
team focuses on providing its customers 
with value-added ser-vices, including 
consultative project management sup-
port, value engi-neering specific to proj-
ects, on-time delivery enhanced by their 
large fleet of trucks, and ongoing edu-
ca-tion and support.

One way the business has changed 
over the century is Reuther now works 
toward selling more sustain-able build-
ing materials.

What has stayed the same? Re-uther 
has always believed in a hard work eth-
ic and in building relation-ships with its 
customers.

Building on its longtime commit-ment 
to the community in North Bergen, Re-
uther now supports lo-cal sports teams 
and churches in the Roxbury area as 
well.

To learn more, stop by the Suc-casun-
na or North Bergen locations, visit www.
reuthermaterial.com or contact (973) 584-
4063 or info@re-uthermaterial.com.

Reuther Material still operates out of its nearly century-old home on Tonnelle Avenue in North 
Ber-gen, but customers can also find them today on Main Street in Succasunna.
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