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CONTRIBUTED 
Shenango senior and bocce team co-captain Chloe Andrews during a bocce game during this past season.
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Rose Ann Fulena has 
been a coach at Union 
High School for 28 years.

She said her cur-
rent role has been the most 
rewarding to her. She is the 
head coach for the school’s 
Unified Bocce team, with 
Michelle Kassi as the assis-
tant coach.

“To me, nothing has been 
more rewarding than coach-
ing bocce,” Fulena said. “It’s 
truly an amazing thing to be a 
part of.”

Union is one of  seven school 
districts in the county to have 
a Unified Bocce team through 
Special Olympics Pennsylva-
nia. The others are the New 
Castle, Ellwood City, Shenan-
go, Laurel, Mohawk and 
Wilmington area districts.

The teams, which are sanc-
tioned through the PIAA, are 
comprised of  both special and 
general education students as 
partners and athletes, respec-
tively.

Games are played inside 
gymnasiums using soft, gel-
filled balls called “Bubba 
Bocce Balls,” while the court 
is made of  PVC pipe. They are 
the same length, 60 feet, as 
outdoor courts.

New Castle was the first 
county team in 2016 with Ell-

wood City joining a year later.
Unified Bocce teams have 

been created in recent years 
to give students with physical 
and/or mental disabilities a 
chance to compete in a varsi-
ty sport.

That is what inspired 
Mohawk High School spe-
cial education teacher Philip 
George to create the team at 
Mohawk, which completed its 
third year.

“I wanted to create that ath-
letic opportunity for students 
who didn’t have those other 
opportunities,” George said. 
“It’s been nothing but posi-
tive.”

Laurie Monteleone is 
the assistant coach of  the 
Mohawk team. This year, 
there were four partners and 
three athletes on the team.

“I’ve noticed great improve-
ment. It’s a sport where both 
partners and athletes partici-
pate equally in,” George said. 
“When the kids are playing, 
there are no differences. 
Everyone is equal when they 
play. They’re very good play-
ers.”

New Castle co-coach Lisa 
Hites, a special education 
teacher, said she got the idea 
to form the team from fellow 
district teacher Jeff  Shaftic.

Shaftic was attending a 

School districts, community unite 
around Unified Bocce teams

Having
a ball
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New Castle Public Library 
Director Andrew Henley said 
library officials have a vision 
of  what they want the library 
to look like, both in and out-
side the walls of  the building.

That vision 
is to transform 
the library 
into a true 
community 
center, to make 
people realize 
there is more 
to do than read 
and check out 
books.

“I think that’s the direction 
a lot of  our libraries are going 
(in), especially when we’re 
looking at social opportuni-
ties,” Henley said. “We have to 
be flexible with the times.”

ELEVATOR REPLACEMENT
Henley said the long-awaited 

replacement of  the library ele-
vator will be the start of  that 
vision’s implementation.

The elevator has been out of  

commission since November 
2022, causing all programs and 
services to be placed on the 
first floor.

A capital campaign, Elevate 
the New Castle Public Library, 
was launched last July to 
raise funding for the elevator 
project, and to apply for a Key-
stone Libraries Grant to make 
more capital repairs.

As of  March 1, $285,200.89 
has been pledged, with 
$200,000 earmarked by the 
Lawrence County commission-
ers via its American Rescue 
Plan Act funding.

The cost to fix the elevator, 
$240,000, through Schindler 
Elevators & Escalators in 
Pittsburgh, has been raised.

“After signing about 30 doc-
uments, everything has been 
submitted for Schindler. They 
have to order all the product, 
have to make sure everything 
is in line,” Henley said.

Henley said Schindler has 
not given a timeframe of  when 
work will begin, though he 
hopes it is done by the time 

Director shares vision for New Castle Public Library
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Lawrence Countyhas two 
published newspapers — The 
New Castle News and the 
Ellwood City Ledger, but had 
dozens of  local papers over 
its history.

Other regional and national 
papers were published and 
sold in the county as well.

Some of  these papers 
included the New Castle Cou-
rant, the Mt. Jackson News, 
The New Wilmington Globe 
and the New Castle Demo-

crat.
New Castle Public Library’s 

Director Andrew Henley said 
the library, the McGill Memo-
rial Library at Westminster 
College and the Lawrence 
County Historical Society 
have microfilm or folio of  
certain additions or images 
of  these papers ranging from 
the early 1800s to the early-to-
mid 1900s.

The New Castle Public 
Library also has microfilm of  
the New Castle News span-
ning the 1900s through the 
early 2000s.

The public can come in 
to see those files or call 
in advance to look up the 
records.

The New Castle Public 
Library has the following on 
file:

•Western Press – pages 
ranging from July 9, 1836 
through June 29, 1938; from 
July 3, 1811 through July 
21, 1826; from July 6, 1838 
through Nov. 15, 1839; from 
Jan. 4, 1861 through Oct. 
20, 1865; from July 27, 1826 
through Nov. 28, 1884; from 
Sept. 30, 1881 through May 17, 

1907 and from May 10, 1907 
through July 24, 1908.

•The Crawford Democrat – 
Dec. 18, 1838.

•The Union – Feb. 2, 1864.
•Democratic Register – May 

23, 1861, to Oct. 22, 1864.
•The Press – Dec. 1, 1865.
•The Whig and Dispatch – 

Dec. 2, 1864, to Sept. 1, 1865.
•The Mercer County Whig – 

March 1, 1861, to Nov. 2, 1863.
•Rural Argus – Sept. 9, 1863, 

to Nov. 4, 1863.
•Coal City Chronicle – July 

Organizations hold records of newspapers past
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