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Behind the Badge

DEBBIE WACHTER | NEWS
New Castle police Chief David Cumo took office in mid-January and has been moving full speed ahead with the department since then.

BY DEBBIE WACHTER
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Two weeks into his first 
month as New Castle’s police 
chief, David Cumo already 
saw the city’s first shooting of  
the year and has been steering 
the department through its 
continued investigation into 
the death of  a 1 1/2-year-old 
baby.

But in addition to inves-
tigating and solving crime, 
Cumo has plans to lead New 
Castle’s police force into the 
future with technology and 
crime-solving techniques, 
and he is continuing a new 
concept of  the city sending 
police applicants to the police 
academy with the promise of  
hiring them at the end of  their 
training.

He also hopes to see his 
detectives make arrests in 
unsolved homicide cases that 
have remained on the books 
for decades.

Cumo took over Jan. 15 as 
the city’s new police chief, 
having been appointed by New 
Castle City Council to succeed 
Bobby Salem, who retired 
from the post after 12 years.

Cumo credits Salem for 

Cumo steering city 
police department 
toward the future

Retired Sgt. David Viggiano Retiring Sgt. Sheila Panella Cpl. Branddon Hallowich Sgt. Fred Buswell Officer Amanda Ventura

BY DEBBIE WACHTER
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Two New Castle police offi-
cers are retiring, one received 
a rank promotion and two 
received special honors 
recently.

Their achievements demon-
strate how the department 
is moving into the future, 
according to Chief  David 
Cumo, who credited the retir-
ees for their years of  service.

The officers and their 

accomplishments are as fol-
lows:

SGT. DAVID VIGGIANO
Sgt. David Viggiano retired 

from the New Castle police 
force in January after 27 
years of  dedicated service.

Viggiano began his career 
with the department in 1997 
and rose to the rank of  ser-
geant. He had been assigned 
as a patrol sergeant oversee-
ing his own squad for many 
years. Viggiano received 

numerous commendations 
and awards during his career, 
including the department’s 
lifesaving award in 2019.

Viggiano was honored for 
his quick actions in applying 
a combat application tourni-
quet to a man whose leg was 
severed from his body in a car 
versus motorcycle accident 
on Highland Avenue.

His training and experience 
helped to keep the victim 
from going into shock and 
prevented further loss of  

blood, which ultimately saved 
his life. Viggiano was the first 
on scene when the accident 
occurred, and had recently 
completed a course called 
“Stop the Bleed,” for treating 
for blood loss from treatable 
injuries.

SGT. SHEILA PANELLA
Sgt. Sheila Panella is retir-

ing from the New Castle 
police force on April 1 after 
24 years of  service with the 
department.

Panella started her career 
in the patrol division and 
advanced to detective. More 
recently, she assumed the 
position of  police community 
affairs officer for the depart-
ment.

In that capacity, Panella 
for the past several years has 
been instrumental in orga-
nizing the annual Shop With 
a Cop program, raising thou-
sands of  dollars in donations 

New Castle police officers recognized for retirement, achievements

BY GWEN ALBERS
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Ninety-one-year-old Duane 
“Dewey” Lutz is a seasoned 
sports fan.

A season ticket holder for 
the New Castle High School 
basketball team for 79 years, 
Lutz has also been a season 
ticket holder for the Red Hur-
ricane football team since age 
7 — minus the 32 years he 
worked the chain gang during 
home games at Taggart Sta-
dium.

In addition, Lutz had Pitts-
burgh Steelers season tickets 
for 32 years on the 30-yard 
line at Three Rivers Stadium.

“I just love sports,” he said.
Retired from Spencer Paint 

after a 45-year career there, 
the Neshannock resident 
today has a reserved seat in 
the heated press box at Tag-

gart and another behind the 
announcers at the Ne-Ca-Hi 
Field House during the bas-
ketball season.

Over the last 84 years, 
Lutz has missed about 20 
home football games, which 
includes games missed 
during the two years he spent 
in the military. He knows the 
players by name, recognizes 
all their faces and can share 
their stories.

“He is such a loyal fan,” for-

mer New Castle School Dis-
trict Athletic Director Sam 
Flora said about Lutz. “As far 
as I know, he followed New 
Castle more than anyone else. 
He is a great icon for New 
Castle Hurricanes.”

Lutz no longer travels to 
New Castle’s away games. His 
age has made it too difficult.

“I used to travel with the 
athletic director, but then it 
got too hard for me to get up 
in the van,” he said.

Growing up on the city’s 
east side, Lutz played a lot 
of  neighborhood softball 
games but was too small to 
play sports for New Castle 
High School. He weighed 117 
pounds during his senior 
year.

Lutz’s parents knew he 
loved sports and purchased 

Longtime sports fan always ready
to support New Castle teams

GWEN ALBERS | 
NEWS

Duane 
‘Dewey’ 
Lutz looks 
through ‘The 
Glorious 
Tradition: 
A Football 
History of 
New Castle 
High School.’ 
Lutz, 91, has 
attended 
Red Hurri-
cane foot-
ball games 
for 84 years 
and Ne-Ca-Hi 
basketball 
games for 79 
years.

‘As far as I know, he 
followed New Castle more 
than anyone else. He is a 
great icon for New Castle 
Hurricanes.’

Sam Flora
Former district athletic director
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