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The young lady depicted above was
considered pretty hot stuff in the fifties
when the Wine Institute released her
photo with the caption “California Boun-
ty”, Interestingly, both her hair-do and
her dress appear to have returned to fa-
vor today. Likewise a number of her oth-

er features . . . if indeed, as seems ques-
tionable, they ever went out of style. The
setting in which she was placed is so
obviously phony that it makes quite a
contrast with the girl herself, who just as
obviously isn't,

.
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TFurther evidence that Napa Val-
ley wines or superior to those of
ary other place in the world—if
such were needed—was provided
this past summer,

In a blind tasting held June 1 in
Paris by the Academic du Vin and
including as judges some of the
most prestigious wine oxperls in
Frauce, two Napa Valley wines
actually outshone such revered
French products as Batard Mon-
teachet and Mouton-Rothsehild,

judges were a cabernet sauvignon
72 from Stag's Leap Wine Cellars
and a chardonnay '73 from Cha-
teau Mentelena,

In the Chardonnay competition,
Spring Mountain and Freemark
Abbey were both given higher
scores than Batard Montrachet
and  Puligny-Montrachet,  with
Veedercrest following divectly the
famous French labels, ’

Relying entirely on their tasting
experience and without labels to
prejudice their choices, the jud-
ges were quoted as exclaiming,
“Ah, here we are back in
France!” when ftasting a Napa
Valley wine, or “This is definilely
American” on tasting one of the
French wines.

The victory of the Napa Vatley
wines was called extra signilicant
by the New York Times, which
said, in a story June 9:

“Regular readers will recall se-
veral other similar comparisons
in which the American chardon-
nays bested their French rivals.

Tn both instances, the latest only
six months ago heve in New York,
champions of the French wines ar-
gued that the tasters were Ameri-
cans with possible bias toward
Americarr wines.

“What is more, they said, there
was always a chance that the bur-
gundies had been mistreated dur-
ing the long trip from lhe wineries.
“What can they say now? The
judges ineluded some of the lea-
ders of the French wine establish-
ment and there is always a cliance

Placed at the top by nine Gallic.

Napa Valley Wines Win
In Paris Blind Tasting
Over Top French Labels

during their long {rip to France.”

The (asting was sponsored by
the Cave de Madeleine wine shop
whose proprietor, Sleven Spursier,
is a Californin wine enthusiast,
and (he Aeademie du Vin, o wine
school to which the Freneh Rest-
aurant  Associntion's  chefs  and
sommeliers are sent,

Among the Jjudges, whom the
magazing Time described as
“drawn from an ocnophile’s Who's
Who', were Pierre Tari, secre-
tavy of the “*Association des Grand
Crus Classes” and Raymond Oli-
ver, owner of Lo CGrand Vefour
restaurant.

While the tasting added enor-
mous prestige to the Napa Valley

Neil Morgan it doesn't change
anything as far as sales of Napa
Valley wines in France are con-
cerned,

Morgan quotes Irnst R. Van
Dam, sales director of the Holel
International in Paris, as saying:

“The best Califernia wines have
to sell for- $35 a bottle over here
when shipping and daty ave paid.”

Morgan comments in his story
that «a “‘vespectable” liter ol ovdi-
nary Frencl wine can be had in
Paris restaurants for $5 or $6.

Morgan’s story also menlions
that Harry Waugh, widely-known
English wine author, recently
toured California vineyards and
now admils that he has been
wrong about California wines.

Morgan quoles Waugh as say-
ing:

“1 guessed it would take al least
20 years for California vininers
to reach the plateau thal French
and Europcan vintners have on-
joyed lov some time. This goal
was achieved in only 10 years,
and to me that is miraculous.”

Extrapolating on Waugh's re-
marks, il nright be safe to assume
that there are yet higher plaleaus,
that Napa Valley winemakers
may reach them, and that Uwey
soon he looking down from a su-
perior height on their French

that the American wines suffered

“I wonder what the vintners buy
that’s half so precious as the stuff
they sell.”
These lines from The Rubaiyyat
may bhe poetic, but author Fitz-
gerald didn't know about modetn-
day winemaking.
He didn't know that there are
many things a winery buys ‘which
cost a smail fortune nowadays.
Ner could he know ihat Napa
Valley winemaking would develop
into an industry which annually
has a not inconsiderable eflect on
the economy of many natious.
Loecal vintners ave still busy

convineing Americans that wine—

Visitors Are Welcome To Visit The Louis Martini Wine Cellars

I
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Open To Visitors Every Day ~ 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ST. HELENA,

Each yedar thousands of visitors to the Napa Valley visit the Louis M. Martini
Winery. They enjoy a most informative four of the wine cellars given by
" wiﬁery guides well known for their instructive tours, followed by a tasting of
J—variefy of fine wines. The Louis M. Martini wines are enjoyed by wine lovers

" " throughout the United States and many parts of the world.

Dintinguished California Wines
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colleagues.

Our Local Wine Industry
Affects Economy of World

particularly fine wine—should be
the national tipple.

Meanwhile, much of the equip-
ment and many of the supplies
they must use come f[rom other
parts of Lhe world, though their
product (due to discriminatory
legislation) has a hard time find-
ing its way abroad.

Winery equipment comes [rom
the United Slates, of course, but
much of it originates in foreign
lands.

France provides implements
and oak barvels, Portugal is the
source of almost all the corks
used by Napa Valley wineries, al-
though a lew may also come from
Spain,

Latge casks are imported from
Yugoslavia, their unique type of

woed praviding  special aging
qualities,
Fiberglass tanks and some

pieces ol machinery are made in
Germany.

CIINCKEN FRICASEE
For a 5lb, chicken, use two
cups of waler and white table
wine. Add your f{avorite herbs,

winners, according to a slory by g

*

The power behind Vintage

The fact that a couple of pub-
lishing houses exisl in a town the
size of St. Helena may seem sur-
prising, if not downright amazing,

The fact that both are flourish-
ing and that one is devoted lo the
subject of wine may scem less
so. That they are next-door neigh-
bors in the Richie building, a his-
torical landmark, should he at
least interesting.

Lorin Sorensen’s Silverado Pub-
lishing Co. (which puts out Lwo
special-inferest  magazines, Tord
Life and The Ford Restorery s

flanked by Vinlage Tmage, Ine, Tt
is with the lalter that this story
concerns itselt,

Vintage Tmage was born in 1972
when lwo young fellows, both ar-
tists and designers and both with
an abiding interest in wines, met
al wine-tasting classes in Napa,
From these it was their wont
to adjourn fo some handy bistro
further to sample the subject of
their inquiries,

On one such occasion Jeff Cal-
deway said to Sebastian Titus (or
maybe it was the other way
around) “Why don't we start a
company and put out some really
good publications on Napa Val-
ley wines and wineries?”

No sooner said than done —
pretly llerally. Both had heen
free-lancing in the fine arts field,
and both promptly turned their
attention {o their new specialty.
The first fruits were their Napa
Valley Wine Country calendars,
which enjoy  wide distribution
through wineries and other out-
lets in the valley.

They have published a calen-
dar each year cver sinee, aud
lovely things they are.

These went over so well, in
fact, that the indomitable pair de-
cided to produce a paper-back
volume on Napa Valley wineries,
This lirst appeared in 1974 and is
now in its third revision.
Caldewey and Titus were far
from finished, however. As their
success grew, so did their aspir-
ations, the result of which appear

in a beautiful, hard-hound hook,
“California  Winevies — Volime
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lishers of “California Wineries, Volume
One, Napa Valley” lies in the trio pictur-
ed above. At left, Jeff Caldewey, design-
er and researcher; at right, Sebastian
Titus, artist; and center, Becky Sheppard,

California’s Wineries Are
Fine New Volumes — Valley Is First

R

Image, pub-
The second,

press.

Subjects

One, Napa Valley.” which was re-

leased in May of this year.

As you may have guessed from
the title, this is only the first of
FOUR projected volumes intended
to cover, wilh illustration, text
and historical background, every
winery, large or small, in the
stale ol Californial

Volume two, dealing with win-
eries in Sonoma and Mendocino
counties, has in fact gone inlo
distribution only this month (Qc-
lober?.

Meanwhile, “Napa Valley Win-
eries” is oul in a second edition.
Orders have come from nearly
cvery slate in the U.S., from
South Africa, Australin, France
— all the major wine-producing
countries in the world,

The book’s immediale success
is due to the firm’s avowed inlen-
tion lo produce works which are
beautiful, factual and up-to-date.

The wine industry changing as
fast as it does, this isn't casy,
particularly the up-o-date parl.
ln the second edition of *Calilor-
nia Wineries — Volume One” for
example, copy was changed Lo
include the recont sale of Sou-
verain winery at Rutherford.

Caldewey and Titus can’t do it
all themselves, no matter how
many hours they spend cach day.
So they have enlisted competent
Telp.

Wwhile Jeff does (he historical
research, actual writing has been
in the hands of Michael Topolos
and Belty Dobson. Topolos, who
lives i Glen Ellen, is a widely
known wine lecturer and winema-
ker, Belty Dobson, a Napa Valley
resident, is a long-time jowrnalist
with experience on several wine
journals and the Redwood Ranel-
er.

Last but far from least in the
Vintage Tmage colerie is a charm-
ing young St. Ifelenan, Becky
Sheppard. Asked about her du-
ties, Caldewey said, “It's hard to
deseribe them.”

It's pretly hard to describe Ms,
Sheppard, too. from her emanates
such an awra of good-will and
enthusiasm  that  perhaps  she
should be made sales manager.

1230 Maiin Street

PR el

We are happy to participate in the observance of the traditional
wine issues of The St. Helena Star as the Vintage Industry is so
important in the economy of our Valley. We are also ap-
preciative of the patronage we derive from it.

The wheels of the modern wine making industry are turned by
electrical power, and it is our function to help in keeping those
wheels in opration.

MAIN STREET ELECTRIC

John Sciutto

i

963-2122
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maid of all work. Four volumes are pro-
jected covering all California wineries.

dealing with the Sonoma

and Mendocino areas, is already off the

For

Trained as a photographer, her
duties include, being secretary,
proof-reader, receptionist, design-
er — you name it, she does it.

Wine seems to be an inexhaus-
tible subject. Tvery year the St.
Telena Wine Library adds volume
alter volume of new works. But,
as JoIT explains il most of -them
are pretty gencralized.

“A book will ry to take in all
of California,” he says, ‘“‘when
California has at least [live dis-
tinct wine regions, each with its
own characteristies,

“What we're frying to do is get
vight down to cases — give an
accurate, illustrated history of
each winery, each rvegion, each
place in each region, and the rea-
sons for specific activities and
methods in each.”

That they have succeeded ad-
mirably is evident in “California
Wineries, Velume 1, Napa Val-
ley”. The research is painstaking,
the writing flows well, - Tilus's
pen-and-ink  drawings are accur-
ate to the last detail, the format
is elegant, the paper is fine qual-
ity, the photographs are exceed-
ingly reoroduced.

Each winery is pictured in at
least one [ull-page drawing, with
the facing page or pages contain-
ing history, products and other
pertinent material,

“We want our books to tell
about the personalities in the wine
industry,” Jeff says. And that
they do.

“Wine is such a personal busi-
ness, after all,” he comments,
How true, from the standpoints of
bolh producer and consumer!

Tn addition to all this publishing,
Jeff, Sebastian and Betty also do
a lob of graphic design —. labels,
brochures and so forth — [or the
wine industry. During the past
year they have produced that sort
of thing for 12 different accounts,

Caldewey, 29, was born in Michi-
gan, a wine-producing state, and
studied package design at Michi-
gan State University. He first be-
came interested in wine through
visiling wineries in the southern
part of his native state.

He came to California in 1969,
first to Sonoma County, then mi«
grated acress the Mayacamas
range to seftle down iy Napa
Ihree years ago.

Tilus, who is 36, is a Native
Son par excellence — his family,
the Dehlingers, first showed up in
California as far back as 1850,

Born in Napa, he atlended San
Francisco Art Institute then jour-
neyed to New York, where he free-
lanced as a [fine artist, doing
mostly casel paintings, until the
clectric  light globe blossomed
above his head and Caldewey's
that night in Napa .

At that peint he twned immed-
iately to pen-and-ink illustration
and developed a bold, realistic yet
simple style which has cnabled
him to achieve remarkable veris-
imilitude in his pictures of winer-
ies, vineyards and the wine coun-
fry.

Vintage Tmage, Ine,, has graci-
ously given permission 1o vepro-
duce several of Titus's drawings
from the book, a number of old-
lime photographs which Jelf was
at preat pains to umearth, and
factual material from their Napa
Valley volume,

When the Wine Edition editor
expressed reservations about re-
questing too much, Jelf said, “Use
all you want, Owr whole idea is
1o get the widest possible circula-
tion for information on Napa Val-
ley wines and wineries.”

Sebastian agreed, And so did
Becky Sheppard, which made it

final,

Wwh
nmost
screw|
at Tk
and d

Con|
items
been
lime
tian 1
vice-}

“Br

- covks

when
often
his d
Youn
Ovi
world
ered
{riend
have
hulioy
sakes
A
the ¢
Timo!
who |
Tho
[rom
large
centu
are
Ray
is a ¢
meg
silver
in 18
Wh
Tim
when
adde
in to
Ang
folds
harp
well,
fact
of a
Englil
Thy
haltny
are

Ded
Wi

"I'hg
Valld
the df
nent

Ro
wilh
her
tal i
Char
den;

Sh
men
lime

Iy
Beri
al h
the
co-f
1876,
mer

inge
Lion
P
Mar
ger
last
wing

{or

n

Wai




