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By Kevin Driscoll

Just about everywhere St. Paul Mayor 
Chris Coleman goes these days, he refers 
to the Republican National Convention

      that will be held at the Xcel Energy Cen-
ter from September 1-4, calling it the op-
portunity of a lifetime to showcase the city’s 
assets. 

“St. Paul has more colleges and universi-
ties than any city in the country except Bos-
ton, and our workforce is among the most 
highly educated,” Coleman told local busi-
ness leaders at a June 25 program on the Re-
publican Convention. The Twin Cities stand 
to gain unprecedented worldwide exposure 
during the event, he said.

“This opportunity is not about politics,” 
Coleman states on the city’s Web site. “It is 

about business. For those of us who want 
to build a better future for our cities, it is a 
spectacular opportunity…for drawing tour-
ists and business investors. And the invest-
ments made in our state and cities in prepa-
ration for the event will pay dividends for 
years to come.”

Erin Dady, the city’s director of market-
ing, agrees. “Only the Olympics gets more 
media attention than a national party con-
vention,” she said.

A total of 2,380 Republican delegates and 
2,227 alternates will be traveling to St. Paul 
for the convention. However, that is only a 
fraction of the 45,000 visitors the city expects 
to receive for the event, including 15,000 
media personnel. More than 17,000 hotel 

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council capped three years of 
debate on July 9 by adopting an ordinance that 
sets a distance requirement as well as other reg-

ulations for new sober houses, facilities that provide 
support for people recovering from addiction.

In response, the Minnesota Association of Sober 
Homes has threatened to sue the city. However, coun-
cil members believe the measure can be successfully 
defended in court. They contend the regulations are 
needed to protect residents of poorly run homes and 
neighborhoods where there is a proliferation of such 
dwellings.

“No one has the goal of discriminating against sober 
houses,” said Ward 4 council member Russ Stark. Ac-
cording to him, the facilities provide a valuable service, 
but there is a need for “clear and defined guidelines” 
regarding their operation. Stark said the ordinance 
balances concerns about poorly run facilities with the 
rights of sober house residents.

Pending the possible court challenge, the ordinance 
will go into effect this fall and will affect new facilities 
only.

The most contentious provision for sober house op-
erators is the a requirement that new sober houses be 
at least 330 feet apart. However, the city could make 
exceptions to that restriction on a case-by-case basis. 
On a close vote last month, the city’s Planning Com-
mission recommended eliminating the distance re-
quirement.

The ordinance also requires the following:
• Sober house operators must submit a request to 

the zoning administrator on a city form before open-
ing a new facility. The form will specify the number 
of residents and require  information that proves the 
house meets city zoning and fire codes.

St. Paul’s new sober 
house regulations 
may face challenge

Downtown St. Paul and its Xcel Energy Center will take a turn on the national stage 
during the Republican convention September 1-4.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Four days in September 
Twin Cities strive to capitalize as hosts of
nationally televised Republican convention

By Sue Lee

As the world awaits the August start of 
the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, 
Highland Park swimmer Krista Pylkki, 

14, is preparing for the Junior World Games 
that will be conducted July 19-26 in New Jersey 
by the International Wheelchair and Amputee 
Sports Federation. Competing with Team USA 
at this event has been Pylkki’s dream for the past 
four years.

Pylkki, a recent graduate of St. Thomas More 
Grade School, was born with cerebral palsy, a 
chronic condition affecting body movement and 
muscle coordination. Cerebral palsy is caused by 
damage to one or more areas of the brain. Pylkki 
has left hemiparesis cerebral palsy, a type that af-
fects only the left side of the body. “My left side 

doesn’t function as well as my right,” she said. 
“My left side is slower, and my coordination is 
affected as well.”

There is no cure for cerebral palsy, although 
the symptoms can be managed through physi-
cal therapy and training. Pylkki regularly attends 
physical therapy sessions, but her best therapy 

comes in the pool.
Pylkki learned to swim when 

she was 4 years old, but it wasn’t 
until 4th grade that she began 
swimming competitively. Since 
2004 she has competed with Cour-
age Center’s Minnesota Blizzard 
and the St. Paul YMCA’s Piranhas 
swim teams.

“I just love it,” Pylkki said of 
swimming. At the Junior World 
Games, she will be competing in 
the 50- and 100-meter freestyle, 
the 100-meter backstroke and 
the 200-meter individual medley, 

which includes the butterfly, backstroke, breast-
stroke and freestyle.

“Krista started swimming with the St. Paul 
YMCA a couple days a week,” her father Russell 

Disability hasn’t dampened swimmer’s drive 
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Federal funds earmarked for 
bike boulevard in Highland

A proposal to turn Highland Parkway and 
part of Edgcumbe Road into a bike-walk 
route was announced on July 10 by Transit for 
Livable Communities. The transit advocacy 
group is using $1.8 million in federal funds to 
create bike-walk streets in St. Paul, Minneap-
olis, Roseville, Falcon Heights and Richfield. 
The Bike Walk Twin Cities initiative is meant 
to reduce driving and increase bicycling and 
walking by giving cyclists and pedestrians pri-
ority on designated roadways.

The route designated in St. Paul is 3.5 miles 
long, extending the length of Highland Park-
way from the Mississippi River to Edgcumbe 
Road, and connecting to the I-35E bicycle 
trail. It would also connect to the Ford Bridge 
and Minneapolis bike lanes. The streets will 
get special pavement markings, new signage 
and crosswalk improvements in 2009. 

However, the Highland District Council 
would like to discuss the bike-walk streets be-
fore the plan is implemented, said HDC com-
munity organizer Kathy Carruth. The HDC 
plans to hold a public meeting to discuss the 
bike-walk street concept and provide more 
details to homeowners along the affected 
streets.

“We’re excited to create St. Paul’s first bike-
walk street, the Highland Parkway Bicycle 
Boulevard,” said Anne Hunt, sustainability 
coordinator for Mayor Chris Coleman’s office. 
“Walking and biking in our city is no longer 
strictly a recreational activity. It is a commut-
ing option and a quality-of-life issue. Provid-
ing a safe, friendly street for cyclists, walkers 
and drivers serves everyone and enhances our 
position as the most livable city in America.”

Council cools its heels over 
plan for River Blvd. benches

The St. Paul City Council on July 6 laid over 
a proposal by Active Living Ramsey County 
to donate benches to the city for use along 
Mississippi River Boulevard and in Cherokee 
Park. Council members Russ Stark and Pat 
Harris said they want to know more about the 
benches before agreeing to their placement. 
The topic is expected to come up again on 
July 23.

Forty-one benches made of recycled plastic 
and aluminum are being proposed to replace 
the existing wood and concrete benches on 
Mississippi River Boulevard, many of which 
have deteriorated, and six new benches are 
proposed for Cherokee Park. The benches are 
part of the county’s 1,000 Benches program, 
which aims to encourage more people to walk 
by giving them more places to rest. The city 
would need to pour six concrete slabs for the 
new benches in Cherokee Park. Existing con-
crete slabs would be used along Mississippi 
River Boulevard.

This spring, the St. Paul Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) rejected a request by 
the Union Park District Council to place a se-
ries of benches on the Summit Avenue medi-
ans. HPC members objected to the design of 
the benches and said they were inappropriate 

for the Summit Avenue West Historic District. 
City Council members want to determine the 
level of neighborhood support for the benches 
before proceeding.

BZA allows conversion of 
Selby Ave. house into duplex

A Selby Avenue house with a complicated 
history of uses and illegal renovations can 
be legally converted from a single-family 
residence into a duplex, the St. Paul Board of 
Zoning Appeals decided on June 30.

The BZA granted two variances for 1304 
Selby Ave., which is owned by Matthew 
O’Hara. One is a 1,234-square-foot maximum 
lot size variance (at least 6,000 square feet are 
required and only 4,766 square feet are avail-
able). The second is a 10-foot width variance 
(the minimum width is 50 feet and the lot is 
only 40 feet wide).

Earlier in June, O’Hara sought the same 
variances, which the BZA rejected. This time 
he agreed to remove an addition from the rear 
of the dwelling in order to provide more green 
space and off-street parking.

The redevelopment proposal had the sup-
port of the Lexington-Hamline Community 
Council. Its members wanted to see improve-
ments made to the Selby house, which has 
been vacant for some time.

The Union Park District Council opposed 
the original variance request, but supported 
the new plan with the condition that the en-
tire property be brought up to code.

The 100-year-old house has a long history 
of code violations with the city. It was built as 
a single-family home, renovated into a duplex 
in the 1950s and turned back into a single-
family home around 2001. Sometime between 
then and 2004, the property was converted 
back into a duplex without a city permit. In 

2004, city inspectors found it contained three 
dwelling units.

Council allows live music at 
Cheapo Discs on Snelling Ave.

The St. Paul City Council has approved 
a cabaret license for Applause Music, doing 
business as Cheapo Discs (Buzz), 80 N. Snel-
ling Ave.

The council put two conditions on the li-
cense. One is that live music end by 9:30 p.m. 
Sundays through Thursdays and by 11:00 
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. The other is 
that the noise level not exceed 80 decibels at a 
distance of 10 feet from the building.  

The City Council changed its licensing re-
quirements a couple of years ago to allow mu-
sic stores to seek cabaret licenses. The other 
area music store to have a similar license is 
Eclipse Records on University Avenue.

Cheapo’s license request was the subject of 
a legislative hearing in May. The Union Park 
District Council recommended approval of 
the license with conditions, but a handful of 
neighbors opposed it. They raised concerns 
about noise, traffic, vandalism and litter.

Store director Sam Schneider said at the 
hearing that music would be offered two to 
three nights a week. The performance space 
would have 49 seats, and no dancing would 
be allowed.

New permit parking district 
created near St. Paul College

The St. Paul City Council voted unanimous-
ly on July 2 to create the city’s newest residen-
tial permit parking district. It is bounded by 
Marshall, Western and Dayton avenues and 
John Ireland Boulevard.

Eighty-three of the 138 property owners in 

the area signed a petition to create the district. 
Residents there have long contended with 
spillover parking from St. Paul College and 
from commuters who park in the neighbor-
hood and take a reduced-fare bus downtown. 
They have also complained of parking from 
events at Xcel Energy Center.

Neighborhood residents, college officials 
and representatives of the Cathedral of St. 
Paul met several times to discuss the pro-
posed district. One modification was made 
along Dayton to accommodate parking for 
services at the Cathedral.

Signs will be posted later this summer re-
stricting parking between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday on parts of Mar-
shall and Dayton avenues, and Farrington, 
Virginia and Louis streets. On the south side 
of Dayton between Farrington and the Cathe-
dral, vehicles without permits can park for up 
to two hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on weekdays.

Those living in the district may purchase 
up to four resident vehicle and two visitor 
permits per household. No permits will be 
available to owners or employees of commer-
cial or office buildings.

Council denies appeal to add  
unit to Grand Ave. safe house

The St. Paul City Council voted unani-
mously on July 2 to deny an appeal by Donald 
Cameron to add an extra unit to his apart-
ment building at 469-471 Grand Ave.

Cameron leases space to Regions Hospital’s 
Safe House Program, which serves people 
who have been discharged from the hospital 
but need supervision. Regions officials had 
recently requested that Cameron add space 
for more patients.

Cameron’s apartment building consists of 
six one-bedroom units and one three-bed-
room unit. He wanted to renovate the larger 
apartment into two one-bedroom units.

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) had denied Cameron’s request in May. 
The Summit Hill Association also recom-
mended denial. Cameron and his attorney 
argued that the BZA erred when it denied lot 
size and parking variances for the project. The 
BZA contended that the variances were being 
sought primarily to increase the income from 
the property and that granting them would 
make the structure more nonconforming.

Council members said Cameron had not 
proven that the BZA erred when it denied the 
variances.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

Citizens across the country will be socializing with neighbors and taking a stand against 
crime during the 25th annual National Night Out on Tuesday, August 5. Here, Molly  
McGough adjusts a police cap while Maureen Nystrom tests a squad’s PA system during 
a previous National Night Out on the 1400 block of James Avenue. PHOTO by brAd STAuffer

Correction
The Highland District Council voted on 

June 5 to increase its offer to the IRS on mon-
ey owed in back taxes, penalties and interest 
to $9,791.78. Minus the $1,608.45 down pay-
ment made in March to the IRS, the HDC 
still owes $8,183.33 in unpaid employment 
taxes. The June 5 vote was not unanimous, as 
reported in the June 18 Villager. HDC board 
member Bill Poulos voted against.
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• Sober houses would be required to provide 
1.5 parking spaces for every four residents. If 
a sober house does not meet the parking re-
quirements, the operator may submit a writ-
ten parking plan for shared parking or prove 
parking is already sufficient. 

• In single-family residential districts, sober 
houses must only serve 10 or fewer residents. 
Larger sober houses would be allowed in oth-
er zoning districts.

• Sober houses serving 17 or more residents 
would need a conditional use permit.

It is not clear how many sober houses are 
operating in St. Paul because the homes are 
not required to seek any special permits or 
zoning approvals. The city cannot legally 
regulate sober houses in the same way it regu-
lates other properties because people in re-
covery are considered disabled and therefore 
protected under the Federal Fair Housing Act.  
St. Paul only allows up to four unrelated 
people to live in a single-family residence. 
However, that rule does not apply to people 

in recovery, who are regulated as if they were 
a family unit. 

More than 70 people attended a council 
hearing on July 2 to discuss the sober house 
ordinance. David Lillehaug, an attorney rep-
resenting sober house operators, said the dis-
tance requirement was illegal and threatened 
to sue the City Council if it was adopted. That 
brought sharp retorts from neighborhood ac-
tivists who have researched sober house regu-
lation in other cities.

Representatives of the West 7th/Fort Road 

Federation, Union Park and Payne-Phalen 
district councils testified in support of the or-
dinance. The West End is believed to have the 
city’s highest concentration of sober houses, 
according to neighborhood resident Diane 
Gerth. She provided the council with a map of 
several West End sober houses and the num-
ber of code violations found in each one. The 
violations included electrical problems and 
having too many residents sleeping in third-
floor areas without fire safety egress.

Sober house operators have argued for 
policing themselves, but Gerth said the code 
violations indicate that may not be working. 
“Don’t let residents’ safety fall victim to self-
regulation,” she told council members.

Merriam Park resident Phil Gerlach said 
sober houses benefit the city, but he argued 
that too many of the facilities in a concentrat-
ed area changes the character of the neighbor-
hood and erodes the type of setting people in 
recovery want to live in.

Merriam Park resident Angie Palomo said a 
large number of sober houses in a concentrat-
ed area runs contrary to the idea of integrat-

ing people in recovery into neighborhoods 
and preserving a residential environment. 

Testimony from other Merriam Park resi-
dents focused on how the concentration of 
sober houses generates increased traffic, park-
ing, noise and behavioral problems.

John Curtiss, president of the state asso-
ciation, said sober houses are “truly one of St. 
Paul’s greatest resources.” He said sober hous-
es locate in neighborhoods where people feel 
safe and have access to public transportation, 
jobs and services. According to him, there is 
no evidence that sober houses result in higher 
crime rates, lower property values or parking 
problems.

Chris Edrington, whose properties include 
a sober house for women on Laurel Avenue, 
argued that the facilities do not have a nega-
tive impact on neighborhoods.

Highland Park resident Terry Troy, co-
owner of Real Estate Equities, told the City 
Council that there was “no compelling rea-
son” to pass the ordinance. As a taxpayer, he 
expressed concern about the city getting itself 
into a potentially costly legal battle.

1b SobeR houSeS

Pylkki recalled. “I think she was frustrated be-
cause she was swimming with an able-bodied 
team.” However, at the end of that first year 
of competitive swimming, she attended the 
National Junior Disability Championships. 
“After that, she wanted to practice three times 
a week,” Russell said. 

While swimming laps years ago, Pylkki 
said, she had a day dream “about how I want-
ed to represent my country, and now it’s actu-
ally coming true.”

Last April, Pylkki began swimming with 
the Twin City Swim Team, practicing six or 
seven days a week in a University of Minneso-
ta pool. Each practice is about 2½ to 3 hours 
long, she said, “and I usually swim about 5,000 
meters.”

“Krista has a great attitude and is driven,” 
said head coach Jim Anderson, who has been 
with the Twin City Swim Team since 1992. 
“She has improved tremendously, which is a 
testament to her hard work. I coach two other 
athletes who are going to the 2008 Paralym-
pics, and Krista has the same drive.”

Competing at a high level in any sport can 
be both physically and mentally challeng-
ing. “The biggest challenge for people with 
cerebral palsy is trying to get the movement 
pattern correct,” said Kathy Combs, Pylkki’s 
mother. “For people with cerebral palsy or 
any kind of neurological disorder that affects 
their coordination, it can take much longer to 
repeat a movement pattern correctly because 
it doesn’t come naturally.”

“I take a lot of time going over things at 
practice,” Pylkki said. “My coaches watch and 
tell me what to work on, and I practice it over 
and over to perfect my stroke and make my 
overall time better.”

Pylkki entered the Courage Country 
Championships in Minneapolis and the Ju-
nior National Disability Championships in 
Mesa, Arizona, in 2004 and placed second in 

several swimming and track and field events. 
At the Junior Nationals in 2006 and 2007, she 
placed first in a total of 27 events. 

Pylkki is one of 17 swimmers on Team 
USA for the 2008 Junior World Champion-
ships. They will be competing against a total 
of 36 swimmers from Switzerland, Canada, 
Mexico, Kuwait, Ireland, Poland, Brazil, Bul-
garia and Slovakia. That same week, Pylkki 
will also be competing in both swimming and 
track and field at the Wheelchair Sports USA 
Junior National Disability Championships in 
New Jersey. 

Athletes with disabilities are classified by 
their degree of impairment and compete 
against others with similar classifications. For 
the Junior Nationals, Pylkki was tested and 
classified according to such factors as muscle 
strength, joint movement, limb length and 
overall coordination. She will be tested and 
reclassified for the Junior World Games.

Pylkki’s next goal is to compete in the 2012 
Paralympic Games in London. She took part 
in trials for the 2008 Paralympic Games at the 
University of Minnesota in April and, accord-
ing to Combs, she is getting closer to mak-
ing the qualifying times. There, she also met 
and received some coaching from seven-time 

Paralympic gold medalist Erin Popovich. 
Pylkki got her start in swimming at Cour-

age Center and recently participated in a year-
long Courage Youth Leadership Academy. 
“The academy helps teenagers with disabili-
ties develop self-advocacy skills and be better 
voices for those with disabilities,” Combs said. 
“The skills that Krista has learned through 
competition have enriched the rest of her 
life. Her determination extends to school and 
other things.” 

Although Pylkki spends a great deal of time 
in the pool, school comes first. This fall she 
will be attending Totino-Grace High School 
and competing on the swim team with girls 

who do not have a disability. “Just like any 
other athlete, I’ll swim, train, and work hard 
(at Totino-Grace),” she said. “It will be like 
the rest of the swim teams I’ve been on. They 
treat me as anybody else and they support me 
throughout my swimming career. I don’t care 
if I get last place or whatever. I just care what 
my time is.”

Wheelchair Sports USA has an Athlete De-
velopment Fund set up in Pylkki’s name that 
allows individuals and organizations to make 
a tax-deductible donation to offset the entry 
fee, training and travel expenses she incurs. 
For information, contact Wheelchair Sports 
USA at 636-614-6784 or office@wsusa.org.

1b kRISta pYLkkI

Krista Pylkki pauses before a two-hour workout swimming laps at the University of Min-
nesota Aquatic Center.  Photo by brAd stAUffer

Pylkki’s next goal is to 
compete in the 2012 

Paralympic Games in 
London. She took part 
in trials for the 2008 

Paralympic Games at the 
University of Minnesota in 

April and, according 
to Combs, she is getting 

closer to making the 
qualifying times. 

Sober house operators 
have argued for policing 

themselves, but Gerth said 
the code violations indicate 
that may not be working. 

“Don’t let residents’ safety fall 
victim to self-regulation,” she 

told council members.
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and motel rooms across the metropolitan area 
have already been reserved for the four-day 
convention, Dady said. And that does not in-
clude the many private local homes that have 
been rented out to convention-goers.

The Coleman administration has devoted 
a great deal of time and money preparing for 
the convention. The mayor’s goal is to keep St. 
Paul open for business during the event while 
providing for the public’s safety. “We’re not 
going to tell people to stay away from down-
town like the mayor of Boston did (before the 
Democratic National Convention there) in 
2004,” Dady said. “We want people to be able 
to go about their day as normally as possible.”

The city expects to have as many as 3,500 
law enforcement officers from 80 different 
agencies across Minnesota working in St. Paul 
during the convention, assisting the St. Paul 
police with security in and around the Xcel 
Energy Center, according to assistant chief 
Matt Bostrom, director of the St. Paul Police 
Department’s Division of Homeland Security 
and Support Services.

The convention has been designated as a 
National Special Security Event by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, and Con-
gress has granted $50 million to St. Paul to help 
pay for security planning and operations.

A significant number of St. Paul police of-
ficers will be reassigned to work the streets 
downtown during the convention, according 
to Commander Doug Holtz, who is handling 
the Police Department’s public relations ef-
forts leading up to the convention. However, 
Holtz said, “policing in St. Paul’s neighbor-
hoods will not change. In fact, the neighbor-
hoods may see more patrols, since we’re get-
ting so much help from other agencies.”

According to Holtz, some downtown exits 
off I-94 and I-35E may be closed for short 
periods during the convention. However, the 
plan is to keep major highways and access 
roads open. Plans for managing traffic, mass 
transit and parking around the Xcel Energy 
Center are still being worked out, he said, 
and “likely won’t be made public until the last 
minute for security reasons.”

Those who venture downtown on the first 
four days of September are likely to see an un-
usually high number of mounted patrols and 
police dogs, Bostrom said, most of them from 
outstate law enforcement agencies. 

Although anywhere from 5,000 to 50,000 
protesters are expected downtown, Bostrom 
said, no major problems are anticipated. “Just 
six or seven arrests were made in Boston in 
2004,” he said. “About 1,800 arrests were made 
(outside the 2004 Republican Convention) in 
New York City, but that apparently was an 
anomaly.”

Bostrom dismissed the possibility of a re-
currence of the riots outside the Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago in 1968. 
“Those kinds of things generally only happen 
when they’re happening nationwide,” he said. 
“The mood of the country just isn’t there to-
day. We granted permits (to convention pro-
testers) about three months in advance, just to 

give groups a chance to object if they wanted 
to. They didn’t give protest permits in the oth-
er convention cities until about a week before 
their conventions began.”

One protest group, the Coalition to March 
on the RNC and Stop the War, has used the 
extra time in St. Paul to sue the city over its 
assigned protest route and time. U.S. District 
Court Judge Joan Ericksen was scheduled to 
hear the suit on July 9. “We think the city has a 
good case that we accommodated everyone’s 
free speech rights in a way that also provides 
the necessary amount of security for the con-
vention,” Bostrom said. “We expect to prevail 
in court.”

Convention visitors are expected to spend 
about $65 million on lodging, transportation, 
shopping, bar and restaurant food and bever-
ages and other entertainment, according to 
the Minnesota Department of Employment 
and Economic Development. Another $83.8 
million is expected to be spent by those work-
ing the convention in the areas of security, 
construction, insurance, entertainment and 
other services.

Dady cautioned local business people not to 
set their sales expectations too high. However, 
she added, those who want to improve their 
chances for cashing in on the convention may 
want to call 651-677-2008 to list themselves as 
“preferred businesses” on the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul 2008 Host Committee’s website (www.
msp2008.com/preferredbusinesses). 

The Host Committee has raised $60 mil-
lion in tax-deductible contributions over the 
past 10 months to help pay for expenses relat-
ed to the Republication National Convention. 
The committee will be issuing discount cards 
to delegates, media representatives and other 
convention visitors that can be used at more 
than 400 participating area restaurants, hotels, 
retail stores and other attractions.

City officials plan to meet with every dis-
trict council in St. Paul this summer to discuss 
the upcoming convention. Public information 
sessions will also be held at 6:00 p.m. Monday, 
August 11, and 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 
13, in Room 40 of City Hall.

The Host Committee is still recruiting vol-
unteers to help with transportation, informa-
tion services, hospitality and special events 
before, during and after the convention. Vol-
unteers must be 18 and older and willing to 
undergo a background check as well as at-
tend orientation and training sessions. For 
information about volunteering, visit www.
msp2008.com.

1b coNVENtIoN pREpARAtIoNS Convention visitors are expected 
to spend about $65 million 
on lodging, transportation, 

shopping, bar and restaurant 
food and beverages and other 
entertainment. Another $83.8 

million is expected to be spent by 
those working the convention in 

the areas of security, construction, 
insurance, entertainment and 

other services.
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By Jane McClure

A redevelopment plan for 
the former Schmidt Brew-
ery was approved by the St. 

Paul Planning Commission on July 
11, opening the door for the City 
Council to consider a tax incre-
ment financing (TIF) district for the 
more than $150 million project. The 
council is expected to take up the 
matter in the next few weeks.

Ward 2 City Council member 
Dave Thune said he will sponsor the 
request for the TIF district, which 
he believes will easily win council 
approval. State law dictates that a re-
development plan must be in place 
before a TIF district is approved. 
In a TIF district, the increase in 
property tax revenue generated by 
new development is used to pay for 
infrastructure costs, such as new 
streets and utilities. 

Approval of the TIF district 
would be good news for Brewtown 
LLC, a partnership of father and son 
Jeff and Craig Cohen and the West 
7th/Fort Road Federation. It would 
come on the heels of a previously 

approved Metropolitan Coun-
cil Livable Communities grant of 
$887,100 and a Minnesota Depart-
ment of Energy and Economic De-
velopment grant of $770,063. Both 
grants will be used for the cleanup 
of pollution and hazardous material 
on the brewery property.

Thune said it is encouraging to 
see the redevelopment plan moving 
ahead. He credited the Cohens and 
the federation for working closely 
with neighborhood residents. How-
ever, he cautioned that the rede-
velopment plan still hinges on the 
developers closing on the purchase 
of the property, which is now sup-
posed to take place this fall. 

Jeff Cohen said the developers 
have always believed that a mix of 
public and private financing would 
be needed for the project to be a 
success. “It’s just too difficult, in any 
economic climate, to redevelop and 
adaptively reuse an old industrial 
site for a mixed use without some 
level of public subsidy,” he said.

The redevelopment plan ap-
proved on July 11 was hammered 
out by the developers and a neigh-
borhood task force. The 15-acre site 
will be redeveloped in two phases as 
a mixed-use “urban village.” Phase 
one will include extending Oneida 
Street as the main north-south road-

way through the site. Ninety-five af-
fordable rental units would be built 
by Dominium Development in the 
historic bottling house. Common 
space in that building would be de-
voted to use by resident artists.

The first phase would also in-
clude approximately 20,000 square 
feet of new office, retail and restau-
rant space in the historic art deco 
rathskeller building. The federation 
would take the lead in developing 
15 new townhouses on a 59,000-
square-foot parcel along Erie Street, 
and another 20,000 square feet of 
land would be developed for new 
commercial space along West 7th 
Street. 

Phase two would involve redevel-
opment of the historic brew house, 

the castle-like structure that towers 
over the site. That building would 
have approximately 100 housing 
units on the upper floors and com-
mercial space on the bottom two 
floors. The historic keg house would 
be renovated as additional commer-
cial space, and about 300 housing 
units would be built in a renovated 
warehouse.

Federation director Ed Johnson 
said the redevelopment plan reflects 
the goals for the property that were 
laid out in the West 7th Plan that was 
approved by the federation last year. 
Every planning district in the city is 
required to have a district plan, but 
the West 7th Plan has yet to go be-
fore the Planning Commission and 
be adopted by the City Council.

The Planning Commission reso-
lution approving the brewery’s rede-
velopment plan called the property 
“one of St. Paul’s key redevelopment 
sites and major historic assets.” The 
St. Paul Heritage Preservation Com-
mission (HPC) voted unanimously 
on June 26 to support the plan, but 
it asked that it include language sup-
porting future local historic desig-
nation.

The Planning Commission chose 
not to include the HPC’s recom-
mendation. However, the develop-
ers are pursuing National Register 
of Historic Places status for the 
property, which would allow them 
to seek tax credits. Jeff Cohen said 
the developers will look at local his-
toric designation as well.

Commission approves 
Schmidt Brewery plan

By Jane McClure

The owners of the defunct Gopher 
State Ethanol plant on West 7th Street 
are suing  the state of Minnesota over 

canceled ethanol payments. BHGDN, which 
includes plant owners Bruce Hendry and 
Glen D. Nelson, filed the lawsuit on July 7 in 
federal court, seeking payment for promised 
state subsidies. The subsidies were cancelled 
this spring by the Minnesota Legislature.

The state is just one defendant in the law-
suit. Others are Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture commissioner Gene Hugoson 
and finance director Steve Ernst. The Ag-
riculture Department oversees the subsidy 
program, which was created years ago to en-
courage ethanol production in Minnesota.

State lawmakers contended that they 
should not be paying subsidies to a facility 
that has since closed. Gopher State ethanol 
opened in 2000 and closed in 2004.

The plant owners are arguing that they are 
entitled to the payments. The plant opened 
when Minnesota was paying ethanol produc-
ers 20 cents per gallon of ethanol produced. 

That payment was trimmed to 13 cents 
per gallon in 2003 due to the state’s budget 
crisis. Producers of ethanol were told the 7 
cents per gallon they were owed would be 
repaid later as part of deficiency payments. 
Estimates have put the amount owed to  
Gopher State Ethanol at $2.1 million.

Plant officials contend that the partial loss 
of payments contributed to the company’s 
financial woes. The company filed for bank-
ruptcy in 2004, listing debts of $36.8 million 
and assets of $12 million. 

One of the assets is the plant property, 

which housed the Schmidt Brewery for  
many years. The owners are now in the pro-
cess of selling the 15-acre property to Brew-
town LLC for a mixed-use development 
project.

During the bankruptcy proceedings, 
the deficiency payments were awarded to 
the ethanol plant’s financial backers. The 
rights to the payment were then sold to  
BHGDN, but that drew complaints from 
the farmers, grain elevators and others  
who were still owed money after the ethanol 
plant closed.

Gopher State owners sue state over loss of ethanol subsidies 

A rendering of the artists’ lofts being proposed for the historic bottling house as part of the first phase of 
redevelopment at the former Schmidt Brewery. CourteSy of BKV Group

Council to consider 
creating TIF district 
for West End site
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By Jane McClure

Ten-foot-wide sidewalks, convenient 
bus connections, ample bicycle park-
ing near stations and the replacement 

of lost on-street parking are among 25 “out-
standing issues” the St. Paul City Council has 
identified as the Metropolitan Council com-
pletes its preliminary designs for the Central 
Corridor light-rail transit line. 

The plan for the 11-mile light-rail line be-
tween the downtowns of St. Paul and Minne-
apolis is now going through a municipal con-
sent process. St. Paul, Minneapolis, Ramsey 
and Hennepin counties, 
the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation and the 
University of Minnesota 
have all been asked to weigh 
in on the preliminary engi-
neering plans and forward 
their comments to the Met-
ropolitan Council.

The City Council and 
Ramsey County Board 
share many of the same 
concerns about the project. Ramsey County 
commissioners are also concerned that their 
request to eventually extend the light-rail 
line to the Union Depot concourse, where a 
multimodal transit hub is envisioned, not get 
sidetracked.

City Council members Russ Stark and Mel-
vin Carter III said the loss of on-street parking 
for businesses on University Avenue is one of 
their top concerns. A resolution adopted by 
the City Council on July 9 asks the Metro-
politan Council “to work with the city and the 
county to assist in finding solutions and fund-
ing to help address this issue.”

The inclusion of funding in the agreement 
is key because it isn’t clear yet who will pay for 
additional off-street parking to make up for 
the estimated loss of 625 to 985 of the 1,150 
on-street parking spaces on St. Paul’s section 
of University. City officials have contended 
that the money should come out of the Met 
Council’s $892 million budget for the project.

Another priority for the city and county 
is to make sure that the infrastructure is in-

stalled for future light-rail transit stations at 
Hamline, Victoria and Western avenues, as 
promised by the Met Council, and that those 
stations are built sooner rather than later.

The City Council is asking that Metro 
Transit maintain the current level of service 
on the Route 16 bus along University. The 
Central Corridor plan currently calls for cuts 
in University Avenue bus service. According 
to Stark, that plan would seriously inconve-
nience people who are dependent on transit, 
especially considering the one-mile distance 
between most of the proposed light-rail sta-
tions on University. His colleagues on the City 
Council agree, and have called for a net gain 
in transit service along the Central Corridor 
line. 

The City Council has also asked for “a thor-
ough and fair comparison of the costs, ben-

efits and impacts” of main-
taining the existing four 
traffic lanes on University 
or narrowing the street to 
two traffic lanes to provide 
for wider sidewalks once 
the light-rail tracks are in.

The City Council has 
asked Central Corridor en-
gineers to work with District 
Energy St. Paul to minimize 
the impact of light-rail 

construction on the downtown heating and 
cooling system, to work with the St. Paul Fire 
Department on maintaining access across the 
light-rail tracks for emergency vehicles, and 
to address any problems that might arise from 
train vibrations on the Church of St. Louis, 
Central Presbyterian Church and Minnesota 
Public Radio.

The Central Corridor project staff has 
promised to work with state and municipal 
officials on issues raised through the consent 
process.

Three public hearings have been scheduled 
on the Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the transit project. They 
will begin at noon Monday, August 4, at the 
Wilder Foundation, 451 N. Lexington Pkwy. 
(an open house begins at 11:30 a.m.); at 6:00 
p.m. Thursday, August 7, at the Brian Coyle 
Center, 420 15th Ave. S. in Minneapolis (an 
open house begins at 5:00 p.m.); and at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, August 9, at Goodwill Easter 
Seals, 553 N. Fairview Ave. (an open house 
begins at 1:00 p.m.).

City Council submits concerns 
about Central Corridor design

Public hearings on 
the Supplemental 

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for 
the Central Corridor 

light-rail transit 
project will be held 
August 4, 7 and 9.

More customer parking, 
additional stations, wide 
sidewalks among requests
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Viewpoint

By Diane Gerth

The St. Paul City Council passed modest regulations 
regarding sober houses on July 9. Up to now, sober 
houses have been wholly unregulated in the city, even 

though most of them are out of compliance with zoning 
codes that limit the number of unrelated adults in a single- 
family home. The new ordinance takes steps to determine the 
location of sober houses, to find out whether the exemptions 
from local laws that they claim are deserved, and to prevent 
the clustering of many sober houses on a single block. 

The West 7th neighborhood has one of the highest 
concentrations of sober houses in the 
city. We know that they can be good 
neighbors, and we are acutely aware 
that the residents of these houses find 
their living situations critical to their 
recovery.

The ordinance passed by the City 
Council is a far cry from what many 
thought were proper regulations and 
has been so watered down that its main 
features are a definition of a sober 
house (drafted by sober-house owners 
themselves), minor parking restrictions 
(that the owners do not object to) and a 
dispersal requirement that is so minimal 
that it would allow around 2,000 sober 
houses in St. Paul. Yet the sober-house 
owners insist that even this minimal level of regulation would 
drive them out of business. They have vowed to sue to stop 
the enforcement of this “discriminatory” proposal.

The rights guaranteed to sober house residents under the 
Federal Fair Housing Act are intended to benefit people in 
recovery, not their landlords. At the City Council hearing, 
there were no sober-house residents testifying to the need to 
protect their landlords. There were no recovery professionals 
offering reasons why sober houses ought not to be regulated. 
There were no reasons given why the concentration 
restrictions violated the rights of those in recovery rather 
than merely inconveniencing the owners. There have been 
no references to peer-reviewed articles in public health or 
recovery journals about why sober houses need the blanket 
exemption from zoning laws their owners are demanding. 

All we saw at the City Council hearing on July 2 were 
sober-house owners and their legal counsel trotting out 
the same arguments that even the slightest regulation was 
discrimination and making the same threats they’ve made to 
St. Paul planning commissioners: “Regulate us and we’ll sue 
you.”

If sober houses are such a vital step in the road to recovery, 
how come no professionals from a respected organization 
such as the Hazelden Foundation were there to defend them? 
If sober houses are such a wonderful thing, how come many 
of them have taken every step to avoid safety and fire code 
enforcement for years? If they are so important and so well-

run, why do we keep hearing stories 
about residents evicted on short notice 
for such infractions as having a “bad 
attitude” and violating rules that aren’t 
articulated? Why do the owners insist 
that there are only 35 sober houses in 
the whole city when we all know the 
true number is probably twice that 
if all those flying under the radar are 
actually counted? Why are the lists of 
code violations for sober houses—at 
least those in my neighborhood—so 
extensive?

This ordinance is not a thinly 
disguised exclusionary prohibition 
that would be struck down in court. 
It represents an attempt by the City 

Council to balance the needs and rights of individuals in 
recovery with the recognized needs and rights of the city 
to ensure that its residents are housed in clean and safe 
buildings and to preserve the residential character of its 
neighborhoods.

To answer the rhetorical questions asked by the owners 
of sober houses at the public hearing: No, we have nothing 
against sober people. We want them to be successful in their 
recovery. We do, however, have problems with irresponsible 
property owners, no matter who they rent to.

People in recovery and St. Paul neighborhoods deserve 
better than the complete lack of regulation the owners are 
demanding.

Diane Gerth is a resident of the West End and an attorney.

Act of fairness to sober house neighbors

No, we have nothing 
against sober people. 
We want them to be 

successful in their 
recovery. We do, 
however, have 
problems with 

irresponsible property 
owners, no matter 
who they rent to.

By Michael Mischke

It was 1984 and the question before the Highland Business 
Association was what to do with the 17th year of the 
Highland Village Art Fair? There was a time when the 

annual event had been hailed as the largest outdoor art 
exhibition in St. Paul, drawing tens of thousands of people 
to the intersection of Ford Parkway and Cleveland Avenue 
to view the creations of more than 250 exhibitors. However, 
interest on the part of the artists, art patrons and business 
association itself had been on the wane for several years. In 
1983, attendance at the autumn affair dipped once again and 
the number of exhibiting artists hit an all-time low of 45.

Throwing in the towel was an option rejected outright by 
the business association. Plans for major improvements to 
Highland Village were on the drawing board at the time. New 
landscaped medians, trees, brick planters, decorative lighting, 
brick-inlaid sidewalks, buried power lines and a completely 
rebuilt Ford Parkway were all to be part of the package for 
the public right-of-way, coupled with major improvements to 
many abutting private properties.

Things were looking up in Highland Village. Now was 
decidedly not the time to be signaling defeat.

“We took a flyer,” said a then 30-year-old Mark Moeller, 
manager of the store that his late father owned at the time, 
R.F. Moeller Jeweler. “We figured we’d incorporate the art fair 
as the centerpiece of a much larger summer celebration. As 
it turned out, we didn’t have the vaguest idea what we were 
getting into. And we lost a lot of money.”

A lot has changed in Highland Village as the business 
association gets set to celebrate its 25th annual Highland Fest 
this weekend. The Highland Village Improvement Project, 
the two-year, multimillion-dollar effort that resulted in the 
totally rebuilt public right-of-way on Cleveland Avenue 
and on Ford Parkway, is but a fading memory, and some 
of the improvements themselves are now showing need of 
improvement. Much of the action at Highland Fest is now 
centered on the grounds of the Hillcrest Recreation Center. 
Twenty-four years ago, Hillcrest was nothing more than a 
small, dingy, concrete warming house. The 12-year-old rec 
center building, together with the adjacent Highland Park 
Library, may now be in line for further improvements.

And Highland Fest itself is bigger and better than ever.
But the most dramatic measure of change in Highland 

Village is the altered commercial landscape. Sixty-four 
businesses and individuals advertised in the Highland Fest 
section of the August 15, 1984, Villager. Of that number, only 
19 are still with us, and fewer than half of them are under the 
same ownership. The only advertisers in that special section 
that are still around and not under different ownership are 
Cecil’s Delicatessen, FrameWorks, Babcock & Son Security, 
Parkway Family Physicians, John Griep State Farm Insurance, 
Stuart Corporation and O’Halloran & Murphy.

Now check out the names of just some of the dearly 
departed: Beautiful Brides, Fantasia, SCR Coaches, Albrecht’s, 
Merrill Lynch Realty, Great American Music, Willowgate, 
Baskin-Robbins, Esteban’s, Clear Reflections, Video World, 
Midway National Bank, Powers Department Store, St. Paul 
City Council member John Drew, Tan Me, the Coliseum, 
Wall to Wallpaper, Personal Business Systems, Haagen Dazs, 
Leah Krawetz Travel, Highland Tropical Pets, Bouquet Garni, 
Dr. Harold Weisberg, Korner Plaza, Nutrition World, Listoe-
Wold Funeral Home, ERA Cushing-Driscoll Realtors, Bill 
Dunnigan’s Parkway Service, Highland Drug Center, Juster’s, 
Highland Park Mobil and Good Friends Restaurant.

But beyond the vanished business names is another 
change that is not so apparent. Twenty-four years ago, the 
Highland Village commercial district was dominated by 
small, independent businesses whose owners more often than 
not lived in the neighborhood as well. Stroll Highland Village 
today and you might not run out of fingers and toes counting 
the small, independent businesses still plying their trade.

The scales of commerce today have increasingly tipped in 
favor of much larger chain stores and franchises, making it all 
the more remarkable that the Highland Business Association 
is still able to put on a celebration such as Highland Fest.

Hope you enjoy it. 

Fest is a tribute to 
HBA’s adaptability



WEDNESDAY, julY 16, 2008  VIllAGER pAGE �

Volume 56, Number 10

Maurice F. Mischke, 1920-1991

757 Snelling Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116
www.myvillager.com

651-699-1462 • Fax: 651-699-6501

The Villager serves the Highland Park, 
Lexington-Hamline, Macalester-Groveland, 
Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Summit 
Hill, Summit-University and West 7th 
neighborhoods of St. Paul, the Longfellow 
and Nokomis neighborhoods of Minneapolis, 
Lilydale, Mendota and Mendota Heights.

Publisher
Michael Mischke

mmischke@myvillager.com

Editors
Dale Mischke
John Wadell

news@myvillager.com
Letters to the editor:

letters@myvillager.com

General Manager
John Rauch

jrauch@myvillager.com

Classified Ads
Lisa Corrigan

Mary Helen Pates
wantads@myvillager.com

Advertising Sales
Tim Carroll

Emmet McCafferty
Bob Stjern

displayads@myvillager.com

Production
John Baichtal

Craig Schuster

ContributorS
Anne Brandrud, Tom Conlon, Nancy Crotti, 
Kevin Driscoll, Larry Englund, Bob Gilbert, 
Janet Lunder Hanafin, Lisa Heinrich, Janet 
Hostetter, Brian Johnson, Frank Jossi, Sue Lee, 
Jo Marshall, Jane McClure, Steve Michaels, 
Dave Page, Morgan Smith, Brad Stauffer, 
Bill Stieger, Bill Wagner, Carolyn Will, Judy 
Woodward, Dave Wright.

CirCuLAtion
The Villager is published twice a month by 
Villager Communications Inc. The paper 
has a press run of 60,000, including 50,000 
copies delivered to households and businesses 
and another 10,000 copies distributed via 
newsstands. Mail subscriptions are available 
at $35 per year for those who live outside the 
home-delivered area.

©2008 Villager Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Dead-last option for rock-tenn
Dear editor,

As a Minnesota citizen interested in good health, I have been 
attending the Rock-Tenn Citizen Advisory Panel (RCAP) meetings. 
At the July 7 meeting, two University of Minnesota specialists in 
environmental health addressed the panel. They made it clear that 
their choices of fuel for the Rock-Tenn plant, in order of preference 
for the public’s health, would be 1) natural gas or anaerobically 
created biogass, 2) biomass, 3) coal and 4) RDF or refuse-derived fuel. 

To date, the St. Paul Port Authority has been unwilling to remove 
RDF from consideration. As citizens, we must be vigilant that 
this most toxic and unhealthy of choices is not foisted upon an 
uninformed public by painting it as a renewable fuel. Plastics, metals 
and many other hazardous materials are ground up and burned 
as RDF. The emissions they produce are scientifically proven to be 
detrimental, causing increased heart disease, stroke and asthma. For 
documentation of the hazards of incinerating any solid fuels, visit 
www.neighborsagainsttheburner.org/energyinfo.

There was talk at the July 7 RCAP meeting about 49 additional 
cancer deaths among every million people being caused each year 
by an incinerator at the Rock-Tenn recycling plant. Would you like 
to be, or have one of your children be, one of those 147 fatalities 
each year in the Twin Cities metropolitan area? Fancy terms such as 
“risk assessment” are tossed around without consideration for their 
human dimension. Ideas are floated such as, “Well, by far the biggest 
share of pollution comes from I-94 traffic emissions, so another 
industrial incinerator would hardly be noticed.” This does not make it 
acceptable to knowingly add to the pollution burden we already have. 

As citizens in a democratic society, we have the obligation to 
protect the public’s health and support truly viable, sustainable energy 
production through such means as anaerobic digestion, wind and 
solar power and zero waste. Building an incinerator to create energy 
at the Rock-Tenn plant is not an acceptable option.

Jan Greenfield
Highland Park 

the hazards of incineration
Dear editor,

I count myself fortunate to be a witness to and concerned citizen in 
an ongoing process. The Rock-Tenn paper recycling company at I-94 
and Vandalia Street is searching for a new source of power to replace 
steam that was piped to Rock-Tenn by Xcel Energy’s now-closed coal-
fired High Bridge plant. 

The Rock-Tenn Citizen Advisory Panel (RCAP) was formed and 
has been meeting regularly since last August. RCAP has been charged 
with making a recommendation about a new fuel source for the 
Rock-Tenn plant. They have taken this charge seriously and have 
spent this last year educating themselves about fuel sources, health 
considerations, economic scenarios and related topics. 

One of the fuel sources under consideration, refuse-derived fuel 
(RDF), is produced from household waste. As this process has 
unfolded, I and others have become increasingly concerned about 
the health hazards associated with the incineration of RDF, which 
is manufactured from plastics, metals and other materials routinely 

found in our trash. I have had the opportunity to attend several 
RCAP meetings and to read the informative postings on their active 
listserv. Now at the point of refining and evaluating several scenarios, 
RCAP is coming close to making its recommendation. RDF 
continues to be one of the fuel sources under consideration.

If you have not had a chance to learn about emissions from 
incineration, I urge you to consider attending Dr. Ian Greaves’ session 
on the health hazards of incineration at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 22, 
at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Dr. Greaves 
is an expert in the field and offers some important facts for our 
consideration. Whether or not you are able to attend Dr. Greaves’ 
talk, if you have concerns about the installation of a burner designed 
to incinerate RDF only a few blocks from your home, please make 
your voice heard. 

Louise Miner
Highland Park

City’s reputation is on the line
To the editor:

I am a homeowner and taxpayer in St. Paul. I am also a person 
in recovery. I moved here from Los Angeles for treatment in 2000 
and then lived in a sober house for 13 months. Sober housing and 
the sober community in St. Paul saved my life. They enabled me to 
become a contributor to society, a good employee, a son, a brother, a 
husband and, God willing, a father this October. 

The city of St. Paul and your editorial, “Sobering Thoughts on Fair 
Housing” (Villager Viewpoint, July 2), unfortunately are perpetuating 
fear and prejudice about sober housing. Those supporting an 
ordinance that will limit sober housing are setting the city up for a 
costly lawsuit that flies in the face of court rulings that protect people 
in recovery. 

This is one of the most vibrant recovery communities in the 
country and has been for the last 50 years. St. Paul has always had 
a national reputation for its enlightened attitude toward people 
in recovery. Let’s not be closed-minded about this and destroy a 
reputation that has been built over the last 50 years. The St. Paul City 
Council and mayor should oppose this proposed ordinance, just as 
the City Attorney and Planning Commission have recommended.

 
John Leonard

West End

Frustrations of traffic calming
To the editor:

The proposed center median on Snelling Avenue between Grand 
and St. Clair avenues is said to have a “slowing and calming effect” on 
traffic. During the rush hours, the median on Snelling Avenue will 
have a congesting and frustrating effect on traffic. I wonder how the 
residents of Lexington, Hamline, Fairview and Cretin avenues feel 
about the increase in rush-hour traffic coming to their streets?

Gary Fischbach
Highland Park

Inbox

INbox c10
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Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All 
rights reserved #55878 3/08-6/08

Deborah Young
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7734

Steve Dickie
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
651-205-9505

Julie Claseman
Branch Manager

651-205-5239

Speak with one of our
Home Mortgage Consultants…

you’ll be impressed with our
dedication to your financial needs.

Call or stop by today!
www.wfhm.com/highlandparkbranchmn

610 Snelling Avenue South • St. Paul, MN 55116

Buying?
Refinancing?
We’re in Your Neighborhood…
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Ro Cameron
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651-205-5241

Al MacPhail
Home Mortgage
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651-205-7733
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Downtown in full bloom
To the editor:

A trio of spectacular gardens sprouting perennials and 
petunias dot the downtown St. Paul landscape. First and 
foremost is the English garden in front of the St. Paul Hotel. 
Master gardener Sara Rodman has supplied the Midas touch 
with convenient walking paths for the public. Another great 
site is the peace garden that encircles the grounds of Union 
Gospel Mission. Caretaker John Tatge has engineered the 
project with the help of friends and residents. Last but not 
least is the Cleveland Circle gardens adjacent to the Xcel 
Energy Center. Credit for those gardens goes to the Rotary 
Club of St. Paul, with help from volunteers.

Steven Hubbell
Downtown St. Paul

The knowledge to fight crime
Dear editor,

I would like to thank the Villager for giving neighbors a full 
description of the perpetrators who have been committing 
robberies with handguns in Highland Park, Macalester-
Groveland, Summit Hill and other St. Paul neighborhoods 
(Villager, July 2). It’s very important to my family and other 
citizens to be educated about crime so that we can assist the 
police and not become victims ourselves. If citizens don’t 
have full descriptions of the perpetrators, the bad guys have 
an easier time of running around committing crimes. Thank 
you for informing us of these armed robberies.

Michelle Mahr
Highland Park

A preference is not a vote
To the editor:

In his letter to the editor, Mr. Arnott correctly points out 
that the founders of our country gave the states certain rights 
(Villager Inbox, July 2), but he seems to imply that states 
can freely violate voters’ rights. That’s pretty poor logic for 
a lawyer. The founders sought to prevent the tyranny of 
the majority. So, logically they would not object to plurality 
voting. In fact, they would see it as a check against tyranny.

Advocates of instant runoff voting (IRV) erroneously claim 
that it produces a winner who is preferred by a majority of 
voters. First off, a preference is not a vote. Secondly, since the 
runoff starts after the voters’ first choices fail to produce a 

majority winner, the result is still a plurality.
IRV proponents also conveniently ignore what the system 

does to voters. IRV makes it impossible for a voter to know if 
he or she is helping or hurting his or her favorite candidate. 
That’s disenfranchisement.

 
Matt Marchetti
North St. Paul

Solution to parking shortage
To the editor:

As a Grand Avenue neighbor, I am sympathetic toward my 
neighbors who have trouble finding parking on their streets. 
But every year, as winter ends, more and more homeowners 
abandon their garages and park their cars on the street. If 
everyone who has a garage used it all year long, I think the 
parking shortage would be eased.

Ellen T. Brown
Summit Hill 

Have it your way? Not in St. Paul
Dear editor,

I just moved to St. Paul. It is very frustrating to order food 
in this city. I went to Burger King and ordered a veggie burger 
with no ketchup or onion. Yet my burger came with ketchup 
and onion. I asked them to remake it, but they left off the 
pickles. So I went to Taco John’s instead and ordered a bean 
burrito with rice. They replied that even though they had rice 
in the store, they could not put rice in the burrito. That makes 
no sense. 

Giving up, I called Dominos to order a simple pizza. 
The number to my local Dominos as listed on the website 
did not work. I then called 1-800-DOMINOS, and they 
transferred me to a nonworking number. When I called back 
and explained the number they transferred me to did not 
work, they put me on hold and transferred me to the same 
nonworking number. 

Next, I called numerous takeout restaurants in St. Paul, but 
none of them would deliver to me even though I live in the 
same city. I then went to Taco Bell and ordered a bean burrito 
with rice. They were very confused. I replied that I have been 
ordering the same thing at Taco Bell for the past 10 years. 
After talking to a manager, they got the order correct. 

What is the matter with this town? I have never had this 
much difficulty purchasing a meal in my life. 

William McMullin
Payne-Phalen

By Bill Stieger

One reads of the Grim Reaper’s harvest in every 
morning’s newspaper. A tornado kills a child. A 
drunk careens off a guardrail and slams into a 

young father on a bicycle. Some loser loses it and kills his 
best pal. 

Murders. Wars. Suicides. These grim tidings are fodder 
for the daily press, so why would news of the drowning of 
Lona Y. Donahue so sadden me? 

Donahue, 41, who was raised in St. Paul and was most 
recently living in South St. Paul, drowned in the St. Croix 
River on July 4 at Pembles Beach, where I often swim. 
Donahue, her daughter ElizaBeth, 13, and her daughter’s 
friend were swept off a sandbar by a large wave. 

I know that particular sandbar. It reaches nearly halfway 
across the river, with deep water on either side of it. Wading 
out on the sandbar is what you do at Pembles Beach. I’ve 
done it, as have many others. I also remember how the 
waves from the powerboats would slam into me, nearly 
knocking me down. But what stuck with me after reading 
the story about Donahue was the testimony of her children, 
who spoke of their mother as their “best friend.” 

Lona Donahue was a single mother of four daughters, 
Erica, Anna, Amber and ElizaBeth. Donahue had been a 
cosmetologist, according to the newspaper story, but had 
recently taken a job as a cashier at a Wendy’s restaurant, 
working alongside her eldest daughter Erica, 21. Donahue 
had raised her daughters single-handedly and had spent 
her life in service to them and other relatives. “She was the 
only one we had in our lives,” daughter Anna Donahue was 
quoted as saying. “She was Super Mom.” 

Super Mom is right. The story told of Donahue taking in 
a 13-year-old relative who had been kicked out of school. 
Not only did Donahue take her in, but she enrolled the kid 
back in school. The story quoted Donahue’s mother, Dian 
Fuller, who said of her daughter, “She never backed down 

from nothing. She was a very strong-willed person.” 
I’ll say. A single mother raising four children who still 

has the emotional wherewithal to help others in need is 
not merely strong-willed, she’s something of a saint. The 
weight of Donahue’s responsibility, not to mention the 
financial challenges of single motherhood, might have cost 
a lesser parent her sanity. Donahue must have known that 
her life would be an uphill battle, and that she would have 
to sacrifice every waking moment for the well-being of her 
children. And it seems that she did just that. 

The story led me to reflect on the worth of one’s life. 
What does it matter if you’ve had a successful career or 
accumulated X amount of possessions or traveled to the 
ends of the Earth? You’re still dead in the end. 

I’m a divorced father of a 9-year-old boy with whom I 
share custody. Caring for just one child is daunting enough. 
I do the best I can with what I have, and I think I’m doing 
a fair job at fatherhood. But I can’t imagine raising and 
providing for four kids by myself. Only a Super Mom could 
pull that off. 

I’m thinking that the worth of your life is better measured 
by taking stock of those who remember you and of what 
you contributed to their well-being. For a parent, a life’s 
worth might be measured by the character of their children, 
a reflection of how they parented and loved them. A parent’s 
worth might also be measured by how their children 
cherish her memory. And the memory of Lona Donahue is 
obviously cherished by her daughters.

Super Mom. Of all the great things to be named in this 
world, there is perhaps no greater title to be earned than 
that of Super Mom. 

Erica Donahue hopes to gain custody of her two youngest 
sisters, Amber and ElizaBeth, but it appears uncertain 
whether the family will be able to keep its home in South 
St. Paul. A fund has been established for Lona’s family. You 
may make a donation to the Lona Donahue Memorial Fund 
at any TCF Bank. Indicate account #3439236659.

Cherished memories of a super mom

�b INbox
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By Kevin Driscoll

Nine months after their plans to open 
a 1,600-square-foot spa and salon at 
Grand Avenue and Victoria Street 

fell through, Rick and Tracy Fiebiger will be 
celebrating the grand opening of their 3,500-
square-foot phresh spa and salon a block and 
a half to the west at 917 Grand Ave.

Phresh has been operating since January 
in a converted Victorian home 
formerly occupied by Maxi-
miliano Hair Galleria. The 
Fiebigers have spent the past 
six months remodeling, redec-
orating and fully equipping its 
two floors for their full-service 
spa and salon. 

The grand opening will be 
celebrated beginning at 7:00 
p.m. Friday, July 18. Among 
the highlights will be a fashion 
show featuring clothing from 
five Grand Avenue retailers. 
“It’s a great way to start form-
ing a sort of cooperative busi-
ness family along the avenue,” 
Tracy said. “Phresh is doing the models’ hair 
and our staff will be conducting tours and 
demonstrating the various services we offer.”

Having been thwarted last year in purchas-
ing and reusing about half of the space for-
merly occupied by eq-life, the Fiebigers have 
rebounded nicely. “We’re so grateful for the 
support the community has shown us,” Tracy 
said. 

Rick and Tracy both worked for eq-life. 
When that corporation decided to move its 
retail stores out of shopping districts into hos-
pital settings, the Fiebiger entered into several 
months of negotiations to buy the salon and 
spa portion of eq-life and continue operating 
in the Grand Place mall. However, that plan 
ran up against a 2005 agreement among the 
Summit Hill Association, eq-life and the city 
of St. Paul that forbid reusing the basement 

as anything other than storage 
space under any new owner-
ship.

“We had at least four alterna-
tives pop up along Grand and 
decided not to push any fur-
ther for the eq-life space,” Rick 
said. “This great old Victorian 
house turned out to be perfect 
for what we had in mind.” 

Rick had worked for 20 years 
for Best Buy Corporation, and 
Tracy has 17 years of experi-
ence in the beauty industry. 
The couple were able to pur-
chase much of eq-life’s equip-
ment, including furniture, 

lighting fixtures, hairstyling chairs, foot baths 
and massage tables. 

Hairstyling at phresh is done at five stations 
in three rooms on the first floor. Pedicures, 
manicures, massages and spa treatments are 
provided in private rooms on the second floor  
where customers may also avail themselves of 
body and skin care treatments and makeup, 
tinting, waxing and tanning services. 

Unlike most spas and salons, phresh is 
staffed by 20 mostly full-time employees. 
“Usually, spa and salon staff either rent a chair 
from the shop owner or are considered sub-
contractors who are basically out to market  
their own services in competition with their 
co-workers,” Rick said. “But that can fragment 
the customer’s experience. Using the model 
established by Best Buy to remove commis-
sion-based salaries, we take away the normal-
ly competitive pressures and allow the staff to 
work together as a team.”

Phresh’s hair designers, aestheticians, 
makeup artists, nail technicians and massage 
therapists are paid a base wage plus bonuses 
depending on how well the overall business 
does. “That way, the staff is encouraged to 
promote each other’s skills and services to 
customers, who hopefully stay loyal to us,” 

Rick said.
To encourage that loyalty, phresh awards 

points for services rendered that can be used 
to purchase future services. “We want to es-
tablish the customers’ trust that we’ll provide 
high-quality services that meet their personal 
needs,” he said.

The Fiebigers have hired their daughter 
Christine, a recent graduate of Gustavus 
Adolphus College, as general manager. “We 
were also going to hire our son Derick to pro-
vide valet parking services exclusively for us,” 
Tracy said. “But given the number of city per-
mits and licenses needed for that, he decided 
to just start his own valet parking business.”

Derick’s first valet assignment will be his 
parents’ grand opening on July 18. “He’ll be 
seeking other business as well while he attends 
the University of St. Thomas,” Tracy said.

A phresh start
Thwarted at Grand Place, couple find 
more fitting locale for their spa-salon

Rick and Tracy Fiebiger in the nail room of their phresh spa and salon.  PhoTos by bRad sTuaFFeR
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

Gateway Bank is proud to announce that Cindy Haas has
joined as Vice President of Private Banking.  Cindy has 

over 25 years of banking experience and 
will bring her wealth of knowledge to the
Bank.  Please join us in welcoming Cindy 
to Gateway Bank. 

GATEWAY BANK WELCOMES CINDY HAAS

745 Market Street
Mendota Heights, MN 55118

Phone: 651-209-4800
www.gateway-banking.com

The following calls were gathered from re-
cent Community Watch reports provided by 
the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s Department and 
from reports by the St. Paul Fire Department. 
For a list of weekly crime reports by neighbor-
hood from the St. Paul Police Department, visit 
http://stpaul.gov/index.asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park
Robbery—Police arrested three boys for a 

strong-arm robbery on the 1900 block of Ford 
Parkway at about 2:00 a.m. Sunday, June 22. 

Burglary—A home on the 2200 block of 
Hartford Avenue was broken into at about 
9:30 p.m. Monday, June 23.

—A television, computer and other items 
were taken from a home on the 1600 block of 
Watson Avenue between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. Wednesday, June 25.

—S & S Hardware, 1818 Randolph Ave., 
was burglarized between 6:00 p.m. Sunday 
and 1:00 a.m. Monday, June 22-23. There 
were pry marks on a side door and damage 
was done to the safe. 

Theft—Copper wire on 35 trailers was sto-
len at Watergate Marina between 10:00 p.m. 
Thursday and 8:00 a.m. Friday, June 19-20. 
The trailers are owned by the marina.

Miscellaneous—A search warrant was 
executed on the 1900 block of Sheridan Av-
enue at about 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 17. A 
58-year-old man was arrested for marijuana 
possession with intent to sell. A juvenile was 
also arrested for marijuana possession. 

—A witness saw a picketer tampering with 
the brake lines of an incoming truck at Triple 
H Agri-Trucking on the 1900 block of Shepa-
rd Road at about 6:30 a.m. Thursday, June 19.

—Police cited three juveniles for underage 
alcohol consumption, being in a park after 
hours and curfew violations at about 1:30 a.m. 
Sunday, June 22, in Highland Park. A park of-
ficer also saw a man riding a motor scooter 
around the park pavilion at about 2:00 that 
morning. The man was cited for being in a 
park after hours and underage consumption.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A business on the 1200 block 

of Marshall Avenue was burglarized between 
6:00 and 8:00 p.m. Thursday, June 19.

Assault—A male juvenile was arrested at 
the Dunning Recreation Center, 1121 Mar-
shall Ave., for domestic assault at about 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, June 10.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Two males tried to rob a female 

at about 2:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 24, at Grand 
Avenue and Pascal Street. The suspects ran 
north on Saratoga Street after they failed to 
get anything. They were both in their early 
20s, wearing white shirts and dark pants.

Burglary—A television, Xbox, computer 
webcam and liquor bottle were taken from a 
home on the 1300 block of Osceola Avenue 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Thursday, 
June 19.

—A home on the 2100 block of Stanford Av-
enue was burglarized between noon Wednes-
day and 3:00 p.m. Friday, June 18-20. Entry 
was forced through a basement window. 

Theft—A theft occurred from the sanc-
tuary of Randolph Heights Presbyterian 
Church, 435 S. Hamline Ave., between June 
15 and 22. 

Animal related—A dog bit a man on the 
2000 block of Princeton Avenue at about 
noon Wednesday, June 25.

—A dog bit a mail carrier on the 200 block 
of South Pascal Street on Thursday, June 19.

Merriam Park
Burglary—An apartment on the 1900 

block of Iglehart Avenue was broken into be-
tween June 14-20.

—A home on the 100 block of North  

Cleveland Avenue was broken into between 
6:00 and 10:30 p.m. Saturday, June 21.

Theft—A theft from auto occurred on the 
400 block of Dewey Street between 11:00 p.m. 
Monday and 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, June 23-24.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 400 
block of North Snelling Avenue at about 7:00 
p.m. Tuesday, June 24. 

Arson—Someone set fire to a trash con-
tainer alongside a garage on the 1700 block 
of Ashland Avenue at about 2:50 a.m. Tues-
day, July 1. A neighbor heard the crackling of 
the fire, alerted the occupants and called 911.  
The fire spread to the garage, a fence and a 
snowmobile trailer. Damage was estimated at 
$10,000. 

Miscellaneous—Windows were broken out 
of a residence on the 300 block of North Mis-
sissippi River Boulevard between 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday and 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 22-24.

Snelling-Hamline
Assault—Police responded to a call regard-

ing 20 men fighting in a parking lot on the 
1500 block of University Avenue at about 3:00 
p.m. Thursday, June 19. When police arrived, 
they saw a man walking across the parking lot 
yelling. He then pulled open a car door and 
punched the passenger. When he did not fol-
low police orders and appeared to be getting 
ready to throw another punch, police maced 
him. The 25-year-old Summit-University man 
was arrested for disorderly conduct. He was 
arrested again at about 9:00 the next morning 
on the 1200 block of Hazelwood Street for do-
mestic assault, false imprisonment, interfer-
ing with 911 and terroristic threats.

Summit-University
Weapons—Shots were fired on the 400 

block of Holly Avenue at about 4:00 a.m. 
Monday, June 9. 

—Shots were fired on the 300 block of Mar-
shall Avenue around 3:30 a.m. Friday, June 13.

—Shots were fired near Ashland Avenue 
and Dale Street at  about 10:00 a.m. Friday, 
June 13.

—Shots were fired and shell casings were 
recovered at Fisk Street and Hague Avenue at 
about 12:30 a.m. Saturday, June 21.

—Shots were fired near Carroll Avenue and 
Chatsworth Street at about 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
June 22.

West End
Burglary—A speaker was stolen from a 

classroom at Monroe School, 810 Palace Ave., 
between 4:30 p.m. Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, June 18-19.

—Police responded to an alarm and arrest-
ed a 25-year-old West End man for burglary 
at the old Schmidt Brewery at about 12:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 19.

Assault—A group of people assaulted a 
woman with beer bottles at about 2:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 24, on the 300 block of West  
7th Street. The victim’s arm and head were cut 
and she was taken to the hospital. 

Weapons—Shots were fired at West 7th 
Street and St. Clair Avenue at about 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8. An off-duty police officer also 
reported hearing 10-12 shots in the same area 
at about 12:30 a.m. Saturday, June 21.

Miscellaneous—A concrete bench was 
damaged in a yard on the 500 block of St. 
Clair Avenue between 8:00 p.m. Tuesday and 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 24-25.

—Police responded to a riot on the 200 
block of Goodhue Street at about 12:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 25. Property was dam-
aged there and an assault with a dangerous 
weapon occurred. Four men were arrested for  
rioting and another man was arrested at Cliff 
Street and Goodhue for assault in connec-
tion with the incident. He was also wanted on 
warrants for assault and driving after a license 
suspension. 

Crime Report
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1867 Carroll Ave – 4BR, 2BA    $300,000 616 Desnoyer Ave – 3BR, 2BA     $364,900 1964 Marshall Ave – Triplex     $379,900

2004 Lower St. Dennis Rd – 4BR, 2BA   $650,000

2016 Merriam Ln – 4BR,2BA     $369,900 1809 Portland Ave – 5BR, 3BA     $549,900 1803 Selby Ave – 3 BR, 2 BA     $229,900

2101 Bayard Ave – 3BR, 3BA   $539,900

2152 Temple Ct – 2BR, 1 BA    $310,000 1769 Lincoln Ave – 3BR, 2BA     $474,900 297 Mt. Curve Blvd – 5BR, 4BA     $835,000

2050 Stanford Ave – 4BR, 3BA     $750,000

Bob Reidell & Associates offers your new home!
Visit www.bobreidell.com to view all our properties & more.

BOB REIDELL

Bob Reidell Results

651.696.0855

®

              Elite Repeat Treat.
     Imagine two weeks with the

   biggest names in fashion—Juicy Couture, 
Ralph Lauren, Sigrid Olsen, and more. Every 
one of the Elite Repeat's hundredsof quality items
are going for half-price from July 22 - Aug. 2.

Elite RepeatThe finest in consignment clothing
1336 Randolph (at Hamline)
St. Paul, 651-699-2315
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By Jane McClure

St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman recently 
announced a 120-day crackdown on 
problem bars across the city. The an-

nouncement followed Coleman’s veto of a 
measure that was passed by the City Council 
in June to create new sanctions for problem 
bars that are licensed by the state to remain 
open until 2:00 a.m.

All of the city’s 170-plus establishments 
with on-sale liquor licenses are now under 
increased scrutiny, Coleman said. However, 
the St. Paul Police Department has stepped up 
compliance checks at 11 of the most troubled 
establishments, visiting the premises twice as 
often.

The 11 bars were singled out by the city 
through a survey of police officers, police re-
cords and city licensing staff records. They are 

all bars where the police have received a high 
number of calls for assaults, drunken behav-
ior and neighborhood disturbances.

According to St. Paul Police Chief John 
Harrington and Christine Rozek of the city’s 
Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI), 
the vast majority of the city’s bars do not cre-
ate enforcement problems. However, Har-
rington said, the list of problem bars could 
change if the stepped-up enforcement moves 
the problems elsewhere.

St. Paul police, licensing staff and City At-
torney’s Office personnel have been working 
more closely to monitor problem bars, accord-
ing to Harrington and Rozek. The police have 
been made more aware of the conditions that 
the city has placed on the licenses of problem 
bars, so that they know which violations to 
watch for. The police have also been asked to 
make sure that their reports include informa-

tion needed to uphold any criminal charges or 
license sanctions.

Harrington and DSI director Bob Kessler 
have asked neighborhood groups to help 
monitor bars, call when there are problems 
and facilitate discussions between bar owners 
and residents. The Minnesota License Bever-
age Association has also offered to advise bar 
owners on how to resolve any problems that 
may arise.

The St. Paul police have not released the 
names of the 11 identified problem bars. 
However, the City Council was recently up-
dated on four establishments that are facing 
possible sanctions for one or more license 
violations. They include Lonetti’s Lounge in 
the North End, Luxor Lounge in Frogtown, 
Dukems Restaurant (formerly the Starting 
Gate) in Highland Park and the Wild Onion 
in Summit Hill.

Dukems is facing a $1,000 fine, five-day 
closing and revocation of its 2:00 a.m. clos-
ing license. The penalties were recommended 
by an administrative law judge following al-
legations of a fight with shots fired in the bar’s 
parking lot, after-hours consumption of alco-
hol, and failure to allow police into the estab-
lishment earlier this year. The City Council 
will hold a hearing on the sanctions at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, August 6.

The Wild Onion is facing a $500 fine for al-
legedly serving alcohol to an intoxicated per-
son and a $1,000 fine for allegedly violating a 
license condition that requires that establish-
ment to have security staff on hand to ensure 
that patrons leave the bar without causing a 
disturbance in the neighborhood. The sanc-
tions against the Wild Onion will be the topic 
of a hearing before an administrative law 
judge on Wednesday, July 23.

By Jane McClure

The long-delayed Shadow Falls condo-
minium development in Merriam Park 
is being scaled back due to a slumping 

housing market. Instead of 18 condominiums 
in a three-story building, Wellington Man-
agement’s plans for the property at 205 Otis 
Ave. now call for six, three-story townhouses. 
Wellington has also put on hold its plans for a 
seven-story condominium tower on a vacant 
lot at the southeast corner of Otis and Mar-
shall avenues.

City staff planned to review the site plan on 
July 16. Wellington wants to break ground in 
August or September.

The Union Park District Council (UPDC) 
discussed the changes to 205 Otis on July 2, 

but took no action. Architect Pete Keely, who 
presented the changes to the district council’s 
Land Use Committee in late June, told the 
committee that there had not been enough 
condo presales to move forward with the 
original plans. Wellington Management did 
not respond to calls for further comment.

Neighbors fought the project as it was ini-
tially proposed because of the height of the 
structures as well as concerns about increased 
parking and traffic congestion. Historic pres-
ervation groups objected to the project be-
cause it involved the demolition of a church 
that was designed by the late Ralph Rapson. 
In interviews before his death, the noted ar-
chitect described the building as one of his fa-
vorite projects. The church was built in 1958 
as Prince of Peace Lutheran Church for the 

Deaf. It was occupied by various congrega-
tions over the years.

There have been complaints about the 
church site ever since the building was lev-
eled about 1½ years ago. The hole where the 
church basement used to be has been fenced 
off, but it has not prevented mud and storm-
water from running off of the site and into 
adjacent garages.

The proposed Otis Avenue townhouses 
would require side- and rear-yard setback 
variances as well as a parking variance. The 
plan is to include 16 garage stalls and 18 park-
ing spaces are required. 

The project site is located within the Missis-
sippi River Critical Area, which limits building 
heights to 40 feet to preserve Mississippi River 
views. Wellington’s original plans called for 21 

condominiums in a four-story building. A 10-
foot height variance was approved in 2005 by 
the St. Paul Planning Commission. 

Neighbor Michael McDonough appealed 
the variance with the support of the Desnoyer 
Park Improvement Association, Friends of 
the Parks and Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey 
County and Friends of the Mississippi River. 
The City Council voted 4-3 to deny the height 
variance for 205 Otis, but upheld other set-
back and lot coverage variances.

Though the Merriam Park Community 
Council recommended approval of the vari-
ances for 205 Otis, it took no position on a 
43-foot height variance for the seven-story 
building due to sharply divided neighbor-
hood sentiment. That site is just outside of the  
Mississippi River Critical Area.

Townhouses now proposed for church site on Otis Avenue

City promises four-month crackdown on problem bars



page 14 VILLageR  WeDNeSDaY, juLY 16, 2008

Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Board meeting—The Highland District Council’s board of 
directors will meet at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, July 17, at the Hill-
crest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The agenda will in-
clude presentations by city of St. Paul marketing director Erin 
Dady on the upcoming Republican National Convention and 
developer Stuart Simek on plans for Trader Joe’s. For informa-
tion, call the HDC.

Rock-Tenn update—An informational meeting on the 
Rock-Tenn recycling plant at I-94 and Vandalia Street will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 16, in the community room 
of the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Rock-
Tenn Community Advisory Panel representative Don Arnosti 
will speak about the process of identifying a new energy source 
for Rock-Tenn. 

Wine tasting—The HDC has teamed up with Thomas  
Liquors to conduct a wine tasting from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sun-
day, July 20, during Highland Fest. 

Life Time appeal—Life Time Fitness’ request for a 116-space 
parking variance will be heard by the St. Paul City Council on 
Wednesday, August 6. The Highland Village fitness center is 
appealing the Board of Zoning Appeals’ denial of the variance, 
which is needed for Life Time to fully lease its building and 
open a cafe with a wine and beer license.

National Night Out—The 25th annual National Night Out 
will be held on Tuesday, August 5. For more information or to 
register an event, contact the HDC office

Crime report/electronic news—Highland Park residents 
may sign up to receive weekly crime reports and updates of 
district council news by e-mailing community organizer Kathy 
Carruth at hdc@visi.com. 

Mark your calendar—Rock-Tenn informational meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 16, Hillcrest; HDC board meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, July 17, Hillcrest; Highland Fest, July 18-
20, Highland Village; Community Development Committee 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 21, Hillcrest; Community 
Services Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, July 24, 
Hillcrest; and Transportation Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 28, Hillcrest.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

National Night Out—Citizens throughout the country will 
gather for the 25th annual National Night Out on Tuesday, 
August 5. Block and building clubs throughout the Summit 
Hill neighborhood will be having organized celebrations that 
evening, but residents are also being encouraged to informally 
greet their neighbors. Call the SHA office for information.

Summit Hill board needs you—Residents who are inter-
ested in taking a more active role in guiding the future of the 
Summit Hill neighborhood are invited to consider running 
for a seat on the board of directors. The board consists of 21 
members, with approximately seven seats up for election on 
October 7. Renters are being especially encouraged to run for 
a seat. Terms of office last up to three years. Each member is 
responsible for attending monthly board meetings and serving 
on a committee. For information or a board seat application, 
call the SHA office or e-mail summithill@visi.com. 

Upcoming meetings—Environment Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 21, Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair 
Ave.; Communications Committee, 7:00 p.m. Monday, July 
28, Linwood.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Refrigerated ice rink at Groveland—The St. Paul Division 
of Parks and Recreation will hold a meeting on Tuesday, July 
22, to discuss the possibility of putting a refrigerated ice rink at 
Groveland Park. The meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Groveland Recreation Center, 2045 St. Clair Ave.

National Night Out—America’s 25th annual National 
Night Out will be held on Tuesday, August 5. For information 
on getting a permit to close a street, party ideas or instructions 
on how to conduct a food drive during National Night Out, 
contact Marie Nelson at the Macalester-Groveland office.

Native garden awards—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council’s Environment Committee is challenging area 
residents to add a native garden to their boulevard, yard or 
alley this summer. The committee is accepting nominations 
until August 1 for the best native gardens in the neighborhood. 
Macalester-Groveland residents can nominate their own or a 
neighbor’s native garden by filling out a form on the council’s 
website. Along with the recognition, the two winners will  
receive $10 gift certificates from Leitner’s Garden Center.

Watershed management plan—The Capitol Region Wa-
tershed District is updating its watershed management plan, 
which will guide the district’s activities during the next 10 
years. Information on the plan will be presented at the Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council’s Environmental Com-
mittee meeting on Thursday, July 17. For details, call 651-644-
8888 or visit www.capitolregionwd.org.

Composting workshops—Eureka Recycling will conduct 
composting workshops at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, July 19, at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, July 30, and at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, August 
9, at the Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. A work-
shop also will be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 24, at the 
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Admission is 
$5.00. Backyard compost bins will be available for $45. Visit 
www.eurekarecycling.org or call 651-222-7678. 

Got extra stuff?—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council staff is seeking an oscillating fan for the office and a 
mini-fridge that can make ice. Those with those items to spare 
are asked to contact the office.

Summit-University
www.Summit-u.com • 651-228-1855

Club Milton shooting—A National Night Out event is be-
ing planned on Tuesday, August 5, in the Club Milton area fol-
lowing a shooting on June 22 near the club, which is located 
on the corner of Milton Street and Concordia Avenue. Keith 
Darvel Turnipseed Jr., a 33-year-old St. Paul resident, was an 
unintended victim of the shooting. Three other men were 
also shot, but had non-life-threatening injuries. Soon after the 
incident, several neighborhood residents called the SUPC of-
fice. St. Paul City Council member Melvin Carter III held a 
meeting at the club on July 1 to listen to residents’ concerns. 
Neighbors expressed their desire to work together on improv-
ing public safety in the neighborhood, which led to planning 
the National Night Out event.

A memorial fund has been established for Turnipseed’s five 
children and to defray burial costs. Donations may be sent to: 
Keith Darvel Turnipseed Jr. Memorial Fund, Bremer Bank, 
633 Concord St., South St. Paul, MN 55075. For information, 
call the SUPC office.

National Night Out—Last year, nearly 34 million Ameri-
cans gathered to celebrate National Night Out. Summit-Uni-
versity residents may get involved in this year’s event on August 
5 by checking with their block club captain for details about 
their neighborhood’s event. (Call the SUPC office for help in 
locating block club captains.) Neighbors without a block club 
are invited to call the office for ideas on planning their own 
National Night Out event. 

Recycling information—Recycling is picked up in the 
Summit-U neighborhood every Wednesday. Items should be 
on the curb by 7:00 a.m. For information on obtaining a recy-
cling bin, visit summit-u.com/services/recycling.htm.

Stay in the loop—For details on upcoming meetings or to 
sign up for electronic news updates, visit the SUPC website.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

National Night Out—The 25th annual National Night Out 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, August 5—a great time to fire 
up the grill and socialize with neighbors. For help with block 
party permits, roadblocks and guest police or firefighter re-
quests, contact Julie Oney at the council office.

Rock-Tenn update—The Rock-Tenn Community Advi-
sory Panel will hold its next meeting at 7:00 p.m. Monday, July 
21, at Wilder Center, 451 N. Lexington Pkwy. For details, visit 
www.rtadvisory.org or call 612-788-4151. 

Recycling bins—Recycling bins are handed out from 4:00 
to 6:00 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of each month 
at the Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. 
The next pickup date is July 16. For information, contact Julie 
Oney the council office.

Lex-Ham Theater—The Lex-Ham Community Theater 
will present Deidre Kinahan’s funny and poignant play, Hue 
and Cry, at the Minnesota Fringe Festival and the Irish Fair of 
Minnesota in August. Kinahan, one of Ireland’s most respected 
contemporary playwrights, tells the story of two cousins who 
meet again due to a family death after many years of separa-
tion. For details, visit www.LexHamArts.org/theater.

Stay informed—To receive monthly newsletters from the 
Union Park District Council via e-mail or to be included on an 
e-mail list for crime notifications, visit www.unionparkdc.org 
and enter your e-mail address where indicated.

Upcoming meetings—Land Use Committee, Wednesday, 
July 16 (call for time and location); board meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 6, Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 
St. Anthony Ave.

District Council News

Is You
�

At� Twin� Cities� Eye�
Specialists,� we� specialize�

in� helping� you� see� your�
best.�

Whether� you� simply� need� an�
eye�exam�for�glasses�or�contact�
lenses� or� if� you� have� an� eye�
condition�that�requires�medical�or�
surgical� treatment,� we� are�
committed� to� helping� you� achieve�

your�best�results.�

Considering�Lasik?��We�offer�the�latest�
in� Lasik,� including� advanced� wavefront�

laser�vision�correction.�

Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!

Come See Us at Highland Fest!

Look for us at Highland Fest!

Open 7 Days a Week 8am–10pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Eat In or Take Out • Catering Available
Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul • 651-690-2212

Free Piece of Baklawa

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 8/31/08
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Eye Examinations Available
with Dr. Jenna Sculley

772 Cleveland Ave. So. (at Ford Parkway)  651-224-2883
1542 Larpenteur Ave. W. 651-645-1976

$75.00 off
when you purchase a complete pair

This new style only. Valid thru 7-31-08. No other discounts apply.

®

    New
 Silhouette
      styles in
          our store.

Imagine a community where a riot of 
warm colors, feelings and sounds…would 
make one from the rural portions of the 

South feel at home or a person from Harlem 
or State Street feel at ease.” That’s how Roy 
Wilkins, who grew up in St. Paul and later 
rose to prominence as head of the NAACP, 
described the Rondo neighborhood of his 
youth in 1927. 

Friends and family from across the country 
will return to that part of town this weekend 
to celebrate the 25th annual Rondo Days, the 
second largest African American-sponsored 
festival in the state. The festival honors the 
memory of the old Rondo neighborhood that 
was split in two in the early 1960s by the con-
struction of I-94. 

“Some of the most influential African 
Americans in the world have called Rondo 
home at one time or another,” said DonEsther 
Miller, chair of the Rondo Days organizing 
committee. “During its heyday, Rondo Ave-
nue was more than a city thoroughfare. It was 
a street that gave its people their identity, their 
pride, their independent social and economic 
base.”

Every summer since 1983, Rondo Days 
organizers have done their best to span the 
canyon that was created by the freeway. This 
year’s festival theme is “Remember Rondo: 
Come on Home…It’s a Family Reunion.” An 
earlier bowling tournament kicked off the fes-
tival and a golf tournament will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Thursday, July 17, at the 
Como Park Golf Course. A free dinner for  
senior citizens will follow from 6:30 to 8:30 
that evening at Mount Olive Baptist Church, 
451 Central Ave. The program will include 
entertainment in honor of the neighborhood’s 
elders.

A Founder’s Reception will take place from 
6:30 p.m. to midnight Friday, July 18, at the      
United Auto Workers 879 Union Hall, 2191 
Ford Pkwy. The dinner and dance will be 
hosted by Rondo Avenue Inc. founders Floyd 
Smaller and Roger Anderson. 

On Saturday, July 19, the Rondo 5K Walk 
and Run will begin at 8:00 a.m. at Martin Lu-
ther King Park, 270 N. Kent St. Rondo Avenue 
Inc. has teamed up with the Inner Cities Ath-
letic Association’s summer youth track team 
to conduct the annual walk and run, which 
will take participants through what remains 
of the Rondo neighborhood. All age groups 
are welcome to participate and everyone will 
receive a T-shirt. Participants are asked to 
bring a nonperishable donation for local food 
shelves.

The Rondo Days parade and float com-
petition will step off at 10:00 a.m. Saturday. 
Marching units will converge at St. Peter 
Claver Church on Central Avenue and make 
their way to the festival grounds at Martin Lu-
ther King Park.

Following the parade, the Rondo Days fes-
tival will be celebrated from 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at the park. The festival will feature live 
music by a variety of jazz, gospel and R&B 
groups, along with children’s games, clowns, 
food,  face-painting and lots of merchandise 
to buy.

New this year is a Reunion Alley that will 
be held from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday 
at  Carty Park, 705 Iglehart Ave. Areas of the 
park will be assigned different street names so 
those who have come back home to visit will 
have an easier time finding old neighbors. 

The annual drill team competition will take 
place from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. on Saturday in 
Griffin Stadium at Central High School, 275 

N. Lexington Pkwy. Some 
of the best drill teams in the 
country will be competing 
for prizes based on show-
manship and creativity.

“Whether your ties to the 
community go back to the 
turn of the century or your 
family moved to the neigh-
borhood long after Rondo 
was erased from the physical 
landscape, we all are Rondo,” 
Miller said. “Remembering it 
is our privilege, our duty and 
our decided honor.”

For more information, call 
651-646-6597 or visit www.
rondoaveinc.org.

Gone, but not forgotten
25th annual festival celebrates Rondo of old

There will be plenty of entertainment and chances to meet old friends during the 25th 
annual Rondo Days festival this weekend. PhoTos by Anne bRAnDRuD 
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“Gentle, personalized, comfortable 
care at affordable fees.”

Paul & Charles Mendes

FREE*
Consultations

      • Cosmetic 
         Veneers

• Bonding
• Smile Design
• Implants

*new patients only

$100 off*

All
Dental

Services
“Call for details”

*new patients only

Professional
Teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only

Mendes Family Dentistry 550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)  651-699-0404

Top Dentists Award 2008
– Consumer Checkbook
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Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398

 Elegant Selections:
     GiftS for   
All Occasions

New
Jewelry
Arrivals GALLERY

333 Grand Avenue
(Grand, Ramsey & 35E)
651-227-4783

Photography
Show

Minutia to El Grande
Fabulous photos of nature’s 

textures and designs
by

well known photographer
Michael Mazer.

Wine & Cheese Opening
July 17, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Show continues through July.Grand

Groomers
Grooming & Pet Foods

• Science Diet •
• Iams • 

227-1733
956 Grand Ave. 

651

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

Business Briefs
FrameWorks, 2022 Ford 
Pkwy., is changing its focus 
and its name to FrameWorks 
Gallery and Custom Picture 
Framing. The gallery will 
support local artists by car-
rying original two-and three-
dimensional art. Its first ex-
hibit, “Fresh Local Art,” will 
feature ceramics, glass, jew-
elry, oils, acrylics and more 
by 14 local artists. The grand 
opening will be held from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Saturday, 
July 26. Call Pam Fechter at 
651-698-3372.

Lori Karis of Highland Park 
is now selling her new Sweet 
Cheeks Baby Food on-line 
and on weekends at the 
downtown St. Paul Farm-
ers’ Market. Sweet Cheeks 
is made fresh weekly with 
organic and locally grown 
fruits, vegetables and grains 
and then frozen in individ-
ual servings. It is available in 
Newbies, Combos and Baby 
Casseroles.

Dr. Scott Uttley, a Highland 
Park resident and partner in 
St. Paul Eye Clinic, is the new 
president of the Minnesota 
Academy of Ophthalmology. 
An adjunct assistant profes-
sor of ophthalmology at the 
University of Minnesota 
Medical School, Uttley also 
teaches at Regions Hospital 
in St. Paul and the VA Medi-
cal Center in Minneapolis. 

He is also a member of the 
board of directors of the East 
Metro Medical Society.

Creative Kidstuff, 1074 
Grand Ave., will hold a Lego 
contest from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, August 2. 
Entries will be divided into 
five age categories (2-4, 5-7, 
8-10, 11-13, 14 and older), 
with Legos awarded to the top 
three entries in each group. 
Visit www.creativekidstuff.
com or call 651-222-2472.

John Marshall of St. Paul will 
join Xcel Energy on July 21 as 
community relations manag-
er for the city of St. Paul and 
Ramsey County. He succeeds 
Steve Schmidt, who retired 
on June 30. A graduate of 

St. Thomas Academy and St. 
Mary’s University, Marshall 
was a legislative assistant to 
St. Paul City Council mem-
ber Pat Harris for the past 
seven years.

Aspire Chiropractic, 333 
Grand Ave., will offer a free 
hour of Burst Training at 6:45 
p.m. Monday, July 21. People 
are invited to learn how to get 
in shape in as little as three 
minutes a day. Seating is lim-
ited. Call 651-294-2332.

Dr. Robert L. Juhnke’s dental 
office is moving to a bigger 
location at 1337 St. Clair Ave., 
on August 1. Juhnke has been 
in the dental business since 
1977. He currently practices 
at 33 S. Hamline Ave.

Grand opens its doors to pets

Pet owners are once again being invited to stroll down 
Grand Avenue with their furry friends during the 
third annual Paws on Grand on Saturday, July 19. 

Businesses will be offering pet caricatures, costume con-
tests, sales, treats and other attractions from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. that day. 

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Animal Hu-
mane Society, which will have tables set up at Whole Foods, 
Kowalski’s Market and Victoria Crossing with information 
about its programs and services, merchandise, free pet sit-
ters, pet waste bags, wading pools, water and free tempo-
rary tattoos. The society’s Big Fix mobile surgery unit will 
also be implanting microchips in pets ($40) and trimming 
nails ($10) at Kowalski’s.

For information, call the Grand Avenue Business Asso-
ciation at 651-699-0029 or visit www.grandave.com.
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Food

Taste of the Himalayas
By Morgan Smith

Barun Bajracharya realizes it may not have been the best 
time to open a new restaurant, what with a slumping 
U.S. economy and $4.00-a-gallon gasoline cutting into 

a diner’s entertainment budget. Though the early going has 
had its ups and downs, Bajracharya said, he is optimistic about 
Cat-Man-Do, the Nepali-Tibetan-Indian fusion café that 
he owns and operates with partner Ujjwal Adhikari at 1659 
Grand Ave.

“I came to the United States 13 or 14 years ago,” said Bajra-
charya. A native of Katmandu, Nepal, he attended college in 
Nebraska, transferred to Alabama, and ended up living in sev-
eral southern cities before migrating north. “It was hot down 
there,” Bajracharya said. “That’s why they call it Hot-lanta.”

Some friends who were living in the Twin Cities convinced 
him to move to Minnesota for its more salubrious climate. He 
did and eventually found work at Everest on Grand, the Ne-
pali restaurant at 1278 Grand Ave., where he met Adhikari, 
the son-in-law of Everest’s owner and also a former resident 
of Katmandu.

“(Adhikari) wanted to open a fusion restaurant,” Bajracha-
rya said. “We both wanted to develop a new menu.”

Their intent was to blend the best of the rich culinary tradi-
tions of Nepal, India and Tibet. But first they needed a loca-
tion. They found it three quarters of a mile west of Everest in a 
space that had been vacated by Pad Thai Grand Cafe when it 
moved into larger quarters on the same block. “The building 
had been vacant for six months,” Bajracharya said. “We had to 
do a lot of cleaning and remodeling.”

The redecorating resulted in something of a smorgasbord. 
Cat-Man-Do is adorned with tasteful light fixtures over the 
tables, but an incongruous stained-glass chandelier in the 
main dining room. One wall is exposed brick, and the other 
three are painted a deep maroon with black wainscoting and 
gold-painted trim. Hanging on the walls are framed paintings 

of foreign landscapes as well as the masks of what appear to be 
Asian deities. There is also a smaller dining room to the side 
with the same deep-red walls, as well as an outdoor patio.

My dining companion and I arrived around 6:00 p.m. on a 
Friday, and within half an hour the patio and most of the doz-
en or so tables in the main dining room were full. We weren’t 
surprised. By then we had received our food and we were im-
pressed with its quality.

We started with the pork momos as an appetizer ($5.95 for 
a half order/$8.95 for a full order). The Himalayan dumplings 
were filled with onion and pork and served with a garlic-based 
dipping sauce. It was a delicious start to our meal.

For an entrée, my partner ordered the chicken choyla 
($9.95), a marinated chicken that’s roasted, sautéed with spices 
and served with peppers, onions and tomatoes. I went with the 
chicken curry ($9.95). The red curry is made from scratch and 
served with peppers, onions, mushrooms and basmati rice.

Both dishes arrived promptly with lots of chicken and per-
fectly cooked vegetables. Though we had both requested me-
dium spicy, the dishes were almost too spicy for our tastes. Still, 
they had a nice combination of flavors, which we appreciated 
all the more with the help of copious amounts of water.

Bread doesn’t come with the meals, so we ordered some 
naan ($2.50), a slightly sweet grilled bread that my dining 

partner loved. I also ordered the tomato achaar ($1.95), which 
featured tomatoes cooked with onion, jalapeño, garlic, ginger, 
cilantro, lemon and spice. It came cold in a small cup and was 
my favorite part of the meal, almost like stewed tomatoes but 
with a much more robust flavor. My partner also ordered the 
kalo chiya ($2.00), an oolong tea with spices that she raved 
about.

Cat-Man-Do’s menu at this point is fairly limited. Among its 
other items are stir fry ($9.95 for veggie, $10.95 for chicken and 
$12.95 for shrimp) and some soups. The restaurant also offers 
a lunch buffet, $7.95 for all you can eat of over a half-dozen 
dishes, including goat and eggplant curry, roasted spiced po-
tatoes and deep-fried veggie pakora, a South Asian foodstuff 
made with various combinations of onion, eggplant, lentil, po-
tato, spinach, cauliflower, tomato and chilies and served with a 
tamarind dipping sauce.

Since the wonderful experience with the tomato achaar, I’ve 
been kicking myself for not trying the tomato-based chicken 
soup ($3.95) with ginger, garlic, pepper, onion and cilantro. 
But I’ll be back. Bajracharya and Adhikari are applying for a 
wine and beer license and slowly expanding the menu with 
such items as tandoori chicken ($11.95).

As long as folks like it hot (as in spicy) and fresh, Cat-Man-
Do should do well.

Hot Dish
By Morgan Smith

A plate of chicken curry, massu dulla, mustard paneer, pakora and rice with kidney bean soup and naan at Cat-Man-Do.
PHOTOS BY JANET HOSTETTER

By Bob Gilbert

Salut Bar Américain, the French bis-
tro in Edina whose irreverent bill-
boards have humorously mocked 

the local bourgeoisie, opened a second 
location at 917 Grand Ave. on June 16, 
and thus far the St. Paul restaurant ap-
pears to be as popular as its cousin across 
the river. 

While the basic concept is the same 
on Grand as it is at 50th and France, 
the St. Paul Salut has a larger oyster bar, 
patio and main bar and a slightly dif-
ferent menu, according to Phil Roberts, 
cofounder of Parasole Restaurant Hold-
ings, which operates Salut as well as 
Muffuletta, Manny’s Steak House, Chi-
no Latino, Figlio, Pittsburgh Blue and 
the Good Earth Restaurants. Located at 
917 Grand Ave., in the space formerly 
occupied by Sidney’s, the new Salut seats 
more than 300 diners, including 125 on 
an outdoor patio.

“You look around and French cuisine 
has not been well-served in the Twin 
Cities,” Roberts said. “It’s been the fancy 

fine dining places that generally have 
failed. And that’s not the kind of restau-
rant you want to open in today’s eco-
nomic climate.

“At Salut we’re really faithful to some 
classic French recipes,” he said, “like the 
French onion soup and escargot, which 
are as authentic as anything you can 
find on the Champs Elysées. But then 
we lace the menu with some American 
interlopers, like Le Basic Burger ($8.95) 
and Le Cheeseburger Royale ($11.95 for 
lunch, $12.95 for dinner).” The latter is a 
ground beef patty topped with thick-cut 

bacon, lettuce, tomato and aged cheddar 
cheese, served on grilled ciabatta with 
hand-cut fries.

The average check at Salut is about 
$23 per person—higher for dinner and 
lower for lunch. Prices on Salut’s lunch 
menu are competitive with other local 
restaurants. Dinners range from $9.95 
for the croquet monsieur to $34.95 for 
the blue cheese encrusted filet mignon.

Then there’s what Roberts calls the 
show-stoppers. One is the Tower, a 
two-tiered presentation of seafood that 
includes 12 shrimp, 12 mussels, 12 oys-
ters, two king crab legs, two six-ounce 
portions of tuna tartare and a pound-
and-a-half lobster ($80). Another is the 
Bulge, a large martini glass filled with 
chocolate cake, vanilla ice cream, choco-
late-covered cookie sticks and bananas 
topped with chocolate and caramel 
sauce ($19.95, serves four). 

Salut offers more than 26 different 
wines by the glass and close to 100 dif-
ferent wines by the bottle, ranging from 

Salut Bar Americain’s executive chef Jeff Anderson and 
general manager Krista VanMoorlehem.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAuffER

Salut Bar Americain
Bistro broadens appeal of french cuisine

SAlut bAR AmERIcAIN c18

“Our menu is a nice 
combination of French 

standards and food 
items that people haven’t 
seen before. I don’t think 
anybody who has come 

in the door has been 
intimidated by any of it.”
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Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based

Community!
Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River.  Units include 10

meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.

$1,450+ monthly.
For infomation and/or appointment

call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,

laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.
651-696-8400 • www.franciscancare.org

call 651-696-8420 call 651-695-4100

Ask
About

Our Summer 

Special!

a French red for $18 to Dom Perignon for 
$250. Happy hour runs from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., 
when tap beers are $3.00. 

“I think the Edina Salut reflects the Edina 
crowd, and hopefully our St. Paul restaurant 
reflects the Grand Avenue crowd,” said Kris-
ta VanMoorlehem, general manager of the 
Grand Salut. VanMoorlehem estimated that 
as many as 80 percent of her patrons have 
come from the immediate neighborhood. 
“This neighborhood seems very diverse eco-
nomically and socially, and I think our place 
feels welcoming to all,” she said.

Salut St. Paul’s executive chef, Jeff An-
derson, said he has been working overtime 
for the past month trying to make a good 
first impression. The Forest Lake native was 
trained at the California Culinary Academy in 
San Francisco and previously worked at such 
restaurants as 975 in Denver and Stella’s Fish 
Cafe and Chino Latino in Minneapolis. Most 
nights he can be found behind the oyster bar 
and in front of the cooking line. 

“We try to duplicate exactly what your ex-
pectations would be in France,” Anderson 
said. “Our menu is all very accessible with big 
portions, simple preparations and very full 

flavors. Our menu is a nice combination of 
French standards and food items that people 
haven’t seen before. But I don’t think anybody 
who has come in the door has been intimi-
dated by any of it.”

Among the dishes Anderson is most proud 
of is the pan-seared, fennel-pollen-dusted 
halibut ($32.95). Last week his fish special 
was pepper-bacon-wrapped Scottish salmon, 
pan-seared and served over spinach, aspara-
gus and onions with a red pepper roué sauce.

It has been more than two years since Syd-
ney’s vacated the space in Milton Mall, open-
ing the way for Salut. One of the reasons it 
took so long was the need to expand from a 
wine and beer to a full liquor license, accord-
ing to David Regan, executive director of the 
Grand Avenue Business Association. 

GABA recently held a party on the Salut 
patio for the volunteers who helped with this 
year’s Grand Old Day. According to Regan, 
the food, atmosphere and service were all im-
pressive. “It’s great to see a new face on the av-
enue who is doing well right from the get-go,” 
Regan said. “The business community and 
the residential community are very excited to 
have Salut here. Having the former Sidney’s 
space full of people benefits all of the area’s 
businesses.”

17b SaLut BaR aMeRICaIN

The main dining room of Salut Bar Americain on Grand Avenue.  PhoTo By BrAd STAuffer
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/July 16
A GArAGe SAle will be held from 7:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today and tomorrow at 
St. Mary’s Home, 1925 Norfolk Ave. Please 
enter through the handicap accessible doors 
near the patio. Proceeds will benefit St. 
Mary’s Home Spirit Committee.

Thursday/July 17
The ST. PAul MeTro lA leche 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening. All 
expectant and nursing mothers and their 
babies are welcome. For meeting location, 
call 651-645-8516.

ForT SnellinG STATe PArk will offer 
orienteering basics at 1:00 this afternoon, 
a search for wetland treasures at 6:30 this 
evening and birdwatching for beginners at 
7:00 this evening. The programs are free, 
but a state parking permit is required. Call 
612-725-2724.

Saturday/July 19
An irvine PArk WAlkinG Tour 
will be held at 10:30 this morning from the 
Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. Exchange 
St. The 90-minute tour will include 
information on Victorian architecture and 
the 19th-century families who called the 
area home. Lemonade and cookies will be 
served on the Ramsey House front porch. 
An optional tour of the house, including the 
newly remodeled parlor, is included. The 
cost is $7.00-$9.00. Call 651-296-8760.

A hiSTory river WAlk will be offered 
from 10:00 to 11:30 this morning from the 
Sibley House Historic Site in Mendota. Join 
Sibley House staff on a morning walk (dogs 
welcome) and learn about the history of the 
Minnesota and Mississippi rivers and their 
importance to the development of the state. 
The cost is $4.00-$6.00. Call 651-452-1596.

A red croSS blood drive will be 
held from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today at 
the Martin Luther King Center, 270 N. Kent 
St., as part of Rondo Days. Call 651-291-
4600.

ForT SnellinG STATe PArk will offer 
the following programs today: a 1-mile 
walk at 10:00 a.m. to visit places where 
Minnesota history began; “Bingo at the 
Beach” at 2:00 p.m. to learn about aquatic 
invertebrates while playing bingo; hands-
on training in geocaching at 4:00 p.m.; and 
a program on discovering the floodplain 
forest at 7:00 p.m. The programs are free, 
but a state parking permit is required. Call 
612-725-2724.

Sunday/July 20
The ST. PAul hikinG club will 
meet at 2:30 this afternoon at Hidden 
Falls Regional Park for a hike along the 
Mississippi River. Meet in the parking lot 
down the hill from the north entrance on 
Mississippi River Boulevard and Magoffin 
Avenue. Call 651-646-6421.

A SuMMer FeSTivAl will be held from 
4:00 to 8:00 this evening at Minnehaha 
United Church of Christ, 4001 38th Ave. 
S., Minneapolis. The festivities will include 
food, games, bingo, a silent auction and live 
entertainment featuring The Girls (Lori 
Dokken, Judi Donaghy, Erin Schwab and 
Patty Peterson) and other musicians. Call 
612-729-7556.

A ciTy oF MendoTA WAlkinG 
tour will be offered at 1:00 this afternoon 
from the Sibley House Historic Site in 
Mendota. A guide will lead a 90-minute 
walk through historic downtown Mendota 
and tell how the town evolved from its days 
as a 19th-century fur trading center. Light 
refreshments will follow the tour. The cost is 
$4.00-$6.00. Call 651-452-1596.

ForT SnellinG STATe PArk will offer 
an interpretive bike tour at 10:00 a.m.; a 
look at aquatic insects at 2:00 p.m.; a talk 
and bike ride at 4:00 p.m. to see how water, 
sand and time have shaped the rocks and 
valleys surrounding the park; and a 1-mile 
walk at 7:00 p.m. to visit the places where 
Minnesota history began. The programs are 
free, a state parking permit is required. Call 
612-725-2724.

Monday/July 21
Teen ArTiSTS in grades 7-9 will learn 
about composition, light, depth, contrasting 
and blending during a program from 1:00 
to 4:00 p.m. today through Thursday at the 
Palace Recreation Center, 781 Palace St. The 
cost is $70. Call 651-298-5677. 

The rein in SArcoMA “Party in 
the Park” will be held from 6:00 to 9:15 
this evening at Como Park. The evening 
will include unlimited carousel rides, the 
Amazing Hondo, the Roxxy Hall Band, 
Kidpower with Rachael, a silent auction, 
games and activities. A donation of $15, or 

$20 for families, is recommended, with 
proceeds benefiting the Minnesota-
based Karen Wyckoff Rein in Sarcoma 
Foundation. Visit www.reininsarcoma.org.

Tuesday/July 22
The croSby PArk PrAirie will be 
tended to from 6:00 to 8:00 this evening. 
The 3-acre prairie includes 1,000 native 
plants and species that have been marked 
to educate visitors. Volunteers will help 
weed and otherwise care for the plants. To 
register, contact Sue Rich at srich@fmr.org 
or 651-222-2193, ext.14.

The MAd hATTer’S TeA houSe, 
943 W. 7th St., will hold a conversational 
salon from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. Kate 
Lynn Hibbard will read from her books of 
poetry. The salon is free, but donations are 
encouraged for the program and treats. Call 
651-227-3228.

A Public MeeTinG to discuss plans 
for a permanent ice rink at the Groveland 
Recreation Center will be held by the St. 
Paul Division of Park and Recreation at 7:00 
this evening in the center’s gymnasium, 
2045 St. Clair Ave. Call 651-695-3714.

univerSiTy oF MinneSoTA associate 
professor Ian Greaves will speak on the 
health hazards of incineration at 7:00 this 
evening at the Jewish Community Center, 
1375 St. Paul Ave. The talk is sponsored by 
Neighbors Against the Burner, a group that 

is opposed to the burning of biomass and 
refuse-derived fuel as power sources for the 
Rock-Tenn plant on Vandalia Street.

Archery For kidS ages 10-14 will be 
offered from 1:00 to 3:30 this afternoon at 
the Palace Recreation Center, 781 Palace St. 
The cost is   $20. Call 651-298-5677.

Wednesday/July 23
A “TiMe ouT For WoMen” will 
be presented by life coach candidates Jill 
Jerabek of Merriam Park and Sandy Bailie 
at 6:30 this evening at the Merriam Park 
Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Participants will 
hear stories of empowerment and learn the 
secret to living with confidence. There also 
will be drawings for free prizes To register, 
e-mail jilljerabek@comcast.net by July 20.

The do iT Green! houSe planning 
team will hold a town hall meeting at 6:00 
this evening at Natural Built Home, 4020 
Minnehaha Ave., Minneapolis. There will 
be a presentation on plans to remodel an 
existing house in the Twin Cities through a 
series of green upgrades. Refreshments will 
be served. Visit www.doitgreen.org/house. 

Monday/July 28
criMe PrevenTion in Highland Park 
will be discussed this evening at a public 
meeting sponsored by Greater Highland 
Neighbors Against Crime. The meeting will 
begin at 7:00 at the Ford UAW Hall, 2191 
Ford Pkwy. Call 651-398-7215. 

Tuesday/July 29
The MAd hATTer’S TeA houSe, 
W. 7th St., will hold a conversational salon 
from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. The salon is 
free, but donations are encouraged for the 
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

“Fur, FeATherS, ScAleS and Slime” 
will be offered from 10:15 to 11:45 this 
morning at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Kids ages 4-6 will 
meet live animals with those body coverings 
and get moving as they try to run like a 
rabbit, slither like a snake, soar like an eagle 
and eat like a frog. The cost is $15. Call 651-
695-3711.

Wednesday/July 30
neiGhborFeST will be held by the 
University of St. Thomas from 5:00 to 
7:00 this evening in Foley Plaza on the 
university’s St. Paul campus. St. Thomas 
invites its neighbors, friends and their 
families to the campus for free ice cream, 
popcorn and lemonade, live music and 
Olympics-style competition for the kids. 
Hot dogs, brats, burgers and sesame chicken 
kabobs will be sold. In the event of rain, 
the festivities will move into the Murray-
Herrick Campus Center. Call 651-962-6400.

Saturday/August 2
A civil WAr Weekend will take 
place from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. today 
and tomorrow at historic Fort Snelling. 
Costumed staff, period displays, weapon 
firing demonstrations and Civil War re-
enactors will bring the war to life. Learn 
how slaves at Fort Snelling in the 1830s 
influenced the start of the war. Visitors can 
join in military demonstrations, authentic 
crafts and 19th-century dances. Admission 
is $5.00-$10. Call 612-726-1171.

Connie Blaisdell, 
right, showed Kim 
Sinjem how to 
make traditional 
American Indian 
fry bread during 
Mendota Days on 
July 12. The bread 
is fried in hot oil 
and served with 
maple butter. 
Pheasant and buf-
falo kabobs also 
were grilled and 
sold. Below, Daniel 
Martinez, 11, had 
animals eating out 
of his hand during 
the festival. 

PhoToS By Anne BrAnDruD
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gretchen iwen
651-695-4303

joan johnson
651-282-9626

kathryn kennedy
651-282-9659

Marna holMan
651-282-9619

tera geiger
651-282-9655

brian frey
651-695-3442

kiM flanaghan
651-695-3422

gary fabel
651-282-9613

nancy Maas
651-282-9670

pat Mcgill
651-695-4311

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625

gillisa Mckiernan
651-690-8544

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578

sue nichols
651-695-3437

roseMary Mcneely & 
lolly Mcneely salMen

651-690-8582

april rosendahl-neu
651-695-9676

toM edelstein
651-695-4300

brian dorfsMan
651-690-8572

ben doran
651-695-3454

peter donovan
651-690-8519

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516

jiM burton
651-690-8556

dennis breining
612-759-7984

kate beckMan
651-282-9629

sandy aaron
651-282-9606

bob yankovich
651-690-8570

penny tonry
651-282-9669

sanae storey
651-690-8564 

betty runyon
651-690-8575

jiM seabold
651-225-4200

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

bobbi levitan
651-282-9684 

bill linstroth
651-695-4309

katherine lund
651-282-9664

crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland park
651-698-2481

easy living
Great turnkey end unit near Lake Phalen. Bright, sunny, 
open, and spacious 4-BR, 2-bath townhome. New carpet 
and paint. 2-car garage, deck, front porch, huge master 
suite w/vaulted ceilings. Just move right in! 1355 Maryland 
Ave., St. Paul. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

great walkout rambler
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintainence-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! 2629 Fisk St. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $209,900

super family home – price reduced
Fabulous maintenance-free 3-BR, 2-bath, 2-story near golf 
course. Main floor family room and office/library. Natural 
wdwk. & floors, eat-in kitchen, brand new bath, ½ bath on 
main floor. Many updates. 2-car garage. Move right in!

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $412,500

premiere offering!
Exceptional 4-bedroom, 3-bath, mere steps to the river! 
Dream kitchen, lovely hardwood flooring, 2 fireplaces, 
2-car garage & more! 606 Mt. Curve.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $469,000

premiere offering!
Truly remarkable Art Deco brick beauty, designed for 
sunlight & spaciousness! A once-in-a-lifetime home, must 
see! 1565 Edgcumbe. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $895,000

premiere offering!
Sparkling 3-bedroom, 2-bath Highland jewel boasts beau-
tiful hardwood flooring, formal dining, inviting porch, 
location+ 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $289,800

live on summit avenue!
Wonderful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features an excellent floor 
plan with large gracious spaces, hardwood floors, bay 
windows, corner lot, private yard, brick patio & more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $859,900

spectacular
Large, low-maintenance spaces in the heart of Highland. 
4 BRs, 4 new baths, an upper deck high in the trees for 
relaxing and entertaining. Don't miss this unique home. 
Not a drive-by!

joan johnson & daniel buchen
651-282-9626 • 651-282-9609 • $454,900

1206 bayard – highland's best buy at $929k
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $929,000

classic style
1374 Goodrich: Stunning 3 plus BR offering an elegant 
and spacious feel, king sized master suite with its own 
bath, large main floor family room with wood stove, hand-
some living room fireplace.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $449,900

stunning colonial
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard & double 
garage. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $399,900

buy the garage!
1858 Sargent: and the house is free. Completely redone 
2-BR with a handsome fireplace wall with bookcases, 
bright open floor plan, front porch and an unbelievable 28' 
x 36' heated garage with finished 2nd floor.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

best condo in crocus
2,600 sq. ft. condo home with upgraded kitchen and 
baths. 2-car garage, private outdoor spaces. Insulated, 
central air, hot water and forced air heat. More and more.
StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $475,000

remarkable merriam park four square
on double lot. Updated & expanded kit., large rooms, 4 
BRs on one level. Fin. 3rd floor master, remarkable yard. 
Buy with 1/3 acre lot or without the extra lot ($490K). 
Updated mech., newer roof & ext. paint. Fin. rec room. 
Dead end section of Portland. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $660,000

classic crocus home
Fully renovated home from top to bottom with in-floor 
radiant heat, master suite, CAC, commercial-grade kitch-
en, formal DR, two family rooms and heavily insulated.
StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $525,000

new list condo
Call today to see this large, beautiful 2-BR, 2-bath south-
facing condo on the 9th floor, with lots of closets and 
fabulous views!

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $147,000

king's maplewood 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $424,900

Just listed!
2000 St. Clair: Wonderful 2-BR, 1-bath home in the desir-
able Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Walking distance to 
trails, parks, schools and bus lines. Gardener's dream.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $204,900

magnificent italianate condominium
This dazzling home on historic Summit Avenue has a 
gorgeous North Star kitchen and views of the river valley 
from the living room and deck. The owner's suite includes 
a private bath with whirlpool. Other features include hdwd. 
floors & central air. 421 Summit.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

maJestic 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

spectacular
Spacious 5-BR, 4-bath in desirable Kings Wood neigh-
borhood of Eagan. Easy access to trails, library, Cascade 
Bay & ice arena. Brand new siding & windows. 3 levels fin-
ished with ½-acre yard for playtime and gardening. Least 
expensive home in upscale subdivision. Move-in cond.

sandy aaron
651-282-9606 • $424,900

spacious and gracious
Elegant 3+ BR, 2-bath center-hall Colonial in a desirable 
Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Large room sizes, main 
floor den, screened porch and a 2-car garage. Hardwood 
under carpet.

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $409,900

yesterday's charm with today's updates!
Beautiful home with wrap-around porch, open staircase, 
nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, stained glass, new kitchen 
w/pantry, large master BR w/walk-in closet.
www.EvaAndJohn.com

eva tangen & john gladis
651-235-6808 • 612-743-3024 • $199,900

new price $124,900
26 10th St. W. #307, Gallery Towers: Large patio opens 
up to common area, deck. 2 BRs, updated kitchen, newer 
appliances, free laundry.
www.EvaAndJohn.com

eva tangen & john gladis
651-235-6808 • 612-743-3024 • $124,900

2.72 acres of sunfish lake
Heavily wooded, completely private, spectacular views. 
Rare opportunity to purchase lakeshore. Enjoy this soft 
contemporary dream home or build your own. Either 
way, you'll have the perfect location. 2144 Charlton Rd. 
3 BRs, 3 baths.

sarah kinney & alice dickinson
651-282-9621 • 651-282-9620 • $1,195,000

mendota heights acreage
Charming 4-BR, 3-bath farmhouse on 2.5 acres. Features 
include a 4+ car garage, barn, central air, wood burning 
FP, deck, first floor FR, and hardwood floors. You will 
love the gigantic oaks, towering spruces & extraordinary 
canopy of lilacs. 2455 Delaware Ave.

sarah kinney & alice dickinson
651-282-9621 • 651-282-9620 • $724,000

exquisite executive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyer sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently landscaped 
private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panoramic view 
of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

something special on summit
A 1-BR condo that will win your heart! Exposed brick, 
granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, hdwd. 
floors, private deck, laundry, assigned parking space with 
a low association fee! 604 Summit Ave. #3.

jean Mccahey
651-270-6409 • $189,000

reduced! now $317,900!
This lovely 2-level, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo has it all! 2 
BRs, 2 baths, 1 stall, hdwd. floors, granite kitchen, sitting 
room, skylight! Close to shopping, dining & entertainment 
for the true urban experience! 535 Selby Ave., Unit 3.

april rosendahl-neu & q Moet
651-282-9676 • 651-222-1007 • $317,900

prime location
Brick store front with 2-BR apartment. Floral business 
available. 976 West 7th St.

leonard schwartz
651-695-4319 • $309,900

sue johnson sue johnson

jean Mccahey

kathryn kennedy

sarah kinney

joan johnson

sarah kinney

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

jim burton jim burton jim burton

kat bourque
dick & tom

distad
dick & tom

distad

Mary Mcnaney
eva tangen & 
john gladis

eva tangen & 
john gladis

sarah kinney/
alice dickinson

sarah kinney/
alice dickinson

NEW LIST

NEW PRICE

gary fabel

april rosendahl-
neu/ q Moet

dennis breining dennis breining
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gretchen iwen
651-695-4303

joan johnson
651-282-9626

kathryn kennedy
651-282-9659

Marna holMan
651-282-9619

tera geiger
651-282-9655

brian frey
651-695-3442

kiM flanaghan
651-695-3422

gary fabel
651-282-9613

nancy Maas
651-282-9670

pat Mcgill
651-695-4311

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625

gillisa Mckiernan
651-690-8544

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578

sue nichols
651-695-3437

roseMary Mcneely & 
lolly Mcneely salMen

651-690-8582

april rosendahl-neu
651-695-9676

toM edelstein
651-695-4300

brian dorfsMan
651-690-8572

ben doran
651-695-3454

peter donovan
651-690-8519

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516

jiM burton
651-690-8556

dennis breining
612-759-7984

kate beckMan
651-282-9629

sandy aaron
651-282-9606

bob yankovich
651-690-8570

penny tonry
651-282-9669

sanae storey
651-690-8564 

betty runyon
651-690-8575

jiM seabold
651-225-4200

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

bobbi levitan
651-282-9684 

bill linstroth
651-695-4309

katherine lund
651-282-9664

crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland park
651-698-2481

easy living
Great turnkey end unit near Lake Phalen. Bright, sunny, 
open, and spacious 4-BR, 2-bath townhome. New carpet 
and paint. 2-car garage, deck, front porch, huge master 
suite w/vaulted ceilings. Just move right in! 1355 Maryland 
Ave., St. Paul. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

great walkout rambler
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintainence-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! 2629 Fisk St. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $209,900

super family home – price reduced
Fabulous maintenance-free 3-BR, 2-bath, 2-story near golf 
course. Main floor family room and office/library. Natural 
wdwk. & floors, eat-in kitchen, brand new bath, ½ bath on 
main floor. Many updates. 2-car garage. Move right in!

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $412,500

premiere offering!
Exceptional 4-bedroom, 3-bath, mere steps to the river! 
Dream kitchen, lovely hardwood flooring, 2 fireplaces, 
2-car garage & more! 606 Mt. Curve.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $469,000

premiere offering!
Truly remarkable Art Deco brick beauty, designed for 
sunlight & spaciousness! A once-in-a-lifetime home, must 
see! 1565 Edgcumbe. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $895,000

premiere offering!
Sparkling 3-bedroom, 2-bath Highland jewel boasts beau-
tiful hardwood flooring, formal dining, inviting porch, 
location+ 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $289,800

live on summit avenue!
Wonderful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features an excellent floor 
plan with large gracious spaces, hardwood floors, bay 
windows, corner lot, private yard, brick patio & more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $859,900

spectacular
Large, low-maintenance spaces in the heart of Highland. 
4 BRs, 4 new baths, an upper deck high in the trees for 
relaxing and entertaining. Don't miss this unique home. 
Not a drive-by!

joan johnson & daniel buchen
651-282-9626 • 651-282-9609 • $454,900

1206 bayard – highland's best buy at $929k
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $929,000

classic style
1374 Goodrich: Stunning 3 plus BR offering an elegant 
and spacious feel, king sized master suite with its own 
bath, large main floor family room with wood stove, hand-
some living room fireplace.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $449,900

stunning colonial
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard & double 
garage. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $399,900

buy the garage!
1858 Sargent: and the house is free. Completely redone 
2-BR with a handsome fireplace wall with bookcases, 
bright open floor plan, front porch and an unbelievable 28' 
x 36' heated garage with finished 2nd floor.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

best condo in crocus
2,600 sq. ft. condo home with upgraded kitchen and 
baths. 2-car garage, private outdoor spaces. Insulated, 
central air, hot water and forced air heat. More and more.
StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $475,000

remarkable merriam park four square
on double lot. Updated & expanded kit., large rooms, 4 
BRs on one level. Fin. 3rd floor master, remarkable yard. 
Buy with 1/3 acre lot or without the extra lot ($490K). 
Updated mech., newer roof & ext. paint. Fin. rec room. 
Dead end section of Portland. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $660,000

classic crocus home
Fully renovated home from top to bottom with in-floor 
radiant heat, master suite, CAC, commercial-grade kitch-
en, formal DR, two family rooms and heavily insulated.
StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $525,000

new list condo
Call today to see this large, beautiful 2-BR, 2-bath south-
facing condo on the 9th floor, with lots of closets and 
fabulous views!

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $147,000

king's maplewood 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $424,900

Just listed!
2000 St. Clair: Wonderful 2-BR, 1-bath home in the desir-
able Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Walking distance to 
trails, parks, schools and bus lines. Gardener's dream.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $204,900

magnificent italianate condominium
This dazzling home on historic Summit Avenue has a 
gorgeous North Star kitchen and views of the river valley 
from the living room and deck. The owner's suite includes 
a private bath with whirlpool. Other features include hdwd. 
floors & central air. 421 Summit.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

maJestic 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

spectacular
Spacious 5-BR, 4-bath in desirable Kings Wood neigh-
borhood of Eagan. Easy access to trails, library, Cascade 
Bay & ice arena. Brand new siding & windows. 3 levels fin-
ished with ½-acre yard for playtime and gardening. Least 
expensive home in upscale subdivision. Move-in cond.

sandy aaron
651-282-9606 • $424,900

spacious and gracious
Elegant 3+ BR, 2-bath center-hall Colonial in a desirable 
Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Large room sizes, main 
floor den, screened porch and a 2-car garage. Hardwood 
under carpet.

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $409,900

yesterday's charm with today's updates!
Beautiful home with wrap-around porch, open staircase, 
nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, stained glass, new kitchen 
w/pantry, large master BR w/walk-in closet.
www.EvaAndJohn.com

eva tangen & john gladis
651-235-6808 • 612-743-3024 • $199,900

new price $124,900
26 10th St. W. #307, Gallery Towers: Large patio opens 
up to common area, deck. 2 BRs, updated kitchen, newer 
appliances, free laundry.
www.EvaAndJohn.com

eva tangen & john gladis
651-235-6808 • 612-743-3024 • $124,900

2.72 acres of sunfish lake
Heavily wooded, completely private, spectacular views. 
Rare opportunity to purchase lakeshore. Enjoy this soft 
contemporary dream home or build your own. Either 
way, you'll have the perfect location. 2144 Charlton Rd. 
3 BRs, 3 baths.

sarah kinney & alice dickinson
651-282-9621 • 651-282-9620 • $1,195,000

mendota heights acreage
Charming 4-BR, 3-bath farmhouse on 2.5 acres. Features 
include a 4+ car garage, barn, central air, wood burning 
FP, deck, first floor FR, and hardwood floors. You will 
love the gigantic oaks, towering spruces & extraordinary 
canopy of lilacs. 2455 Delaware Ave.

sarah kinney & alice dickinson
651-282-9621 • 651-282-9620 • $724,000

exquisite executive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyer sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently landscaped 
private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panoramic view 
of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

something special on summit
A 1-BR condo that will win your heart! Exposed brick, 
granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, hdwd. 
floors, private deck, laundry, assigned parking space with 
a low association fee! 604 Summit Ave. #3.

jean Mccahey
651-270-6409 • $189,000

reduced! now $317,900!
This lovely 2-level, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo has it all! 2 
BRs, 2 baths, 1 stall, hdwd. floors, granite kitchen, sitting 
room, skylight! Close to shopping, dining & entertainment 
for the true urban experience! 535 Selby Ave., Unit 3.

april rosendahl-neu & q Moet
651-282-9676 • 651-222-1007 • $317,900

prime location
Brick store front with 2-BR apartment. Floral business 
available. 976 West 7th St.

leonard schwartz
651-695-4319 • $309,900
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Embroidery, Garment Printing, Promotional Products
	 • Shirts	 • Bags
	 • Uniforms	 • Gifts
	 • Jackets	 • Mugs, Pens, etc.

…and thousands of other items!
Highland Village     651-699-4605

www.embroidme–highland.com
2030 Ford Parkway     highland@embroidme.com

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

Dick & Tom 
Distad

Dick: 651-690-8516
Tom: 651-690-8512

www.dickandtomdistad.com

Highland Park Office
1991 Ford Parkway

Dick and Tom Distad
Heating up the Summer market with
over a million dollars of sales in June

Highland Fest • July 18-20

By Frank Jossi

Upwards of 65,000 people are expected 
to descend on Highland Village from 
July 18-20 for the 25th annual High-

land Fest. “We’ve pulled out all the stops for 
this anniversary event,” said Blake Montpetit 
of Tiffany’s Sports Lounge, who is chairing 
the planning committee for this year’s festival. 
“The Friday and Saturday lineup is the best 
we’ve ever had. The Beatles tribute band on 
Sunday is new and so is the Strongman Com-
petition.”

Highland Fest will run from 2:00 to 10:00 
p.m. Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Saturday 
and 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday along Ford 
Parkway from the Hillcrest Recreation Center  
on the east to Finn Street on the west. Ford 
Parkway will be closed to motorized traffic 
from Howell to Finn Street, making way for 
two dozen food vendors and the more than 
80 artists who are taking part in the annual 
Highland Art Fair.

Highland Fest’s two stages will offer almost 
continuous entertainment, including the 11-
piece High & Mighty classic funk and rhythm 
and blues band on Friday evening, festival fa-
vorite Martin Zellar and the Hardways on Sat-
urday evening, and the Beatles tribute band 
Rubber Soul from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday.

“We tried having a feature band on Sunday 
for the first time last year, and it worked so well 
we decided to do it again,” said Shelly Harris, 
executive director of the Highland Business 

Association (HBA), the festival’s chief spon-
sor and organizer. “Rubber Soul will be a lot 
of fun.”

Highland Fest’s Midway on the Hillcrest 
playground will offer a total of 18 rides and 
carnival games for young and old alike. The 
children’s parade will step out at 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday. Also available for the younger 
set from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday 
will be pony rides, a petting zoo, face painting, 
Deejay Bill and a noodle-art activity.

A five-kilometer open run and one-kilome-
ter fun run for children age 16 and younger 
will begin at 9:00 a.m. Saturday along Mis-

sissippi River Boulevard. A 24-team double-
elimination men’s slow-pitch softball tourna-
ment will be conducted on all three days of 
Highland Fest. Tours of the historic Highland 
Water Tower and Mississippi River Lock and 
Dam No. 1 will be offered from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

Bingo will be played for cash prizes from 
noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday in 
the beer tent, with all proceeds going to the 
HBA.

The Strongman Competition will be held 
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, with 
such events as the 250-pound Keg Press, the 
800-pound Tire Flip, the Atlas Stones event, 
the 386-pound Shield Carry, and a Farmer’s 
Walk Medley involving 200-pound suitcases, 
235-pound steel pipes and a 585-pound rect-
angular contraption. According to Strongman 
Competition promoter Jeff Peterson of Ma-
calester-Groveland, the competition is open 
to any adult, though he doesn’t encourage 
amateurs to try it. A total purse of $1,000 will 
be shared by the winners of the five events. 

The Highland District Council is cospon-
soring a wine-tasting with Thomas Liquors 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. “The business 
association came to us and said it was time to 
do something different and fun on Sunday 
afternoon,” said Kathy Carruth, the HDC’s 
community organizer. Thomas will be pour-
ing samples of from four to eight wines, ac-

cording to Carruth.
Pam Fechter, owner of Frameworks in 

Highland Village and co-chair of the High-
land Art Fair, said this year’s juried event will 
feature a mix of new and longtime Highland 
Fest exhibitors working in sculpture, photog-
raphy, painting, drawing, jewelry, ceramics, 
glass, paper, fiber, wearable art, printmaking, 
wood and mixed media. 

The summer festival is mainly about getting 
neighbors together for some fun, Harris said, 
though it also raises around $30,000 each year 
to help pay for such HBA activities as Trick or 
Treat in Highland Village and Breakfast With 
Santa. 

Among the primary corporate sponsors 
this year are R.F. Moeller Jeweler, Highland 
Bank, Ford Motor Company, Treasure Island 
Resort and Casino, KQRS 92 FM, Love 105 
FM, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, August Ash, 
Digigraphics Photos Inc., T&T Design and 
McNally Smith College of Music

Ford will display both new and classic ve-
hicles on the west edge of the Highland Fest 
grounds this year. The automaker had origi-
nally planned to close its assembly plant in 
Highland Park this fall, but then moved the 
closing back to the fall of 2009. Despite the 
plant’s still uncertain status, Harris said, Ford 
officials have told the HBA that the motor 
company will remain a sponsor of Highland 
Fest next year as well.

Highland hopping
Village will thrill to the beat of its 25th 
annual art and entertainment festival

Martin Zellar will return to the Hillcrest Stage on Saturday night. PHotoS by brad Stauffer

Carnival rides, food, music and art drew throngs of people to last year’s Highland fest.

Scott Hayden looked to daughter Isabella, 
3, as they deliberated over what to do 
next at last year’s Highland fest.
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*Offer is good for Freedom Checking account, which requires no mimimum balance and does not pay interest.
  Direct deposit is required. Gift card will be given upon receipt of first direct deposit. 25% available on new CD
  deposits only. A $10 closing fee will be applied if account closed within 180 days. Offer expires August 31, 2008.

757 Cleveland Avenue South Suite #100 | Saint Paul, MN 55116 | 651.698.8100

genuine neighborhood banking

By Bob Gilbert

An abiding interest in 
nature inspires Abigail 
Allan’s abstract ceramic 

sculpture. She seeks to replicate 
in clay the patterns she finds in 
plants and animals. Her silica 
glazed clay pieces are so brightly 
colored that many mistake the 
cadmium red, cobalt blue and 
copper brown pieces for glass.

Allan, 30, doesn’t use a pot-
ter’s wheel. All her clay pieces 
are made by hand from pinch 
pots that become the sculpture’s 
free-standing base. She then 
attaches pieces of wet clay and 
resculpts them in three-dimen-
sional fractal patterns, glazing 
and firing each of her creations 
several times. 

Allan is one of 83 artists who 
will be taking part in Highland Fest’s art fair 
from Friday through Sunday, July 18-20, in 
Highland Village. The sponsoring Highland 
Business Association (HBA) hired three art-
ists to judge the applicants for the art fair and 
invite only those who were deemed to be the 
best.

The 2008 art fair will be somewhat smaller 
than previous fairs when as many as 120 art-
ists were included, according to HBA execu-
tive director Shelly Harris. “Our concept is 
that less is more,” she said. “While we have 
fewer artists, the quality of the art will be far 
superior this year.”

This will be Allan’s fourth Highland Fest art 
fair. She said it is one of her favorite art fairs, 
partly because she lives just across the Mis-
sissippi River from Highland in the Standish 
neighborhood of Minneapolis. 

Allan’s sculptures have sold for as much as 
$4,000, though she also produces a line of ce-
ramic fish, dragonflies and frogs that sell for 
$15 to $30. “What I strive to capture in my 
work is the ripple and movement in nature, 
the organic moment frozen in time,” she said.

Her larger pieces can take up to a month 
to complete. Since the edges are so thin and 
the body so thick, there is a huge difference in 
drying times between the various parts of her 
creations. Air temperature and humidity are 
other variables that she must take into consid-
eration. The firings must be timed just right, 
or the ceramic will crack.

Allan began honing her art when she was 
16 and a student at the Perpich Center for 
Arts Education in Golden Valley. There she 
was given the time to branch out and develop 
her own techniques. Making art for a living 
can be daunting, and Allan has had her share 
of disappointments. However, she teamed up 

with an agent and managed to find success as 
a full-time artist at a young age.

Early this decade, Allan’s pieces were selling 
well, particularly on the West Coast. As a full 
time artist, she was earning $10,000 a month. 
However, that all changed on September 11, 
2001. When the twin towers in New York City 
crashed, so did the market for her artwork.

“People pulled away from living life and 
started living in fear,” she said. “They focused 
on how to take care of themselves and forgot 
there were other things in life, like art.”

Allan was compelled to change, too. After 
performing what she called “a gut check,” she 
realized that she needed to grow as an artist.

“When what you love becomes your job, 
you suddenly stop picking colors because 
you like them and instead pick them because 
they’re more marketable,” she said. “You can 
lose touch with your art as a result. When I 
found myself slipping away from the integrity 
part, I knew it was time to go back to school.”

Allan enrolled at the Minneapolis College 
of Art and Design and earned a master’s de-
gree in sculpture. Graduate school and the de-
gree opened doors to new income and ways to 
maintain her artistic integrity. One of those is 
teaching young children at the Science Muse-
um of Minnesota’s summer school program. 
Come September she will also be teaching art 
at both MCAD and the College of Visual Arts 
in St. Paul.

“It’s important to have work that’s away 
from the practice of your art,” she said. “I also 
found that going to grad school and working 
with some of the great instructors there has 
made my work much better. 

“Making art is more than a job; it’s an ex-
pression of life,” she said. “It’s emotional and 
it’s personal and it has to feel right. For me 
that’s really big.”

Artist Abigail Allan will be showing her ceramic sculpture at Highland Fest July 18-20.

Highland Fest artist replicates what 
she finds in nature in her sculpture

One of Highland Fest artist Abigail Allan’s sculpted fish 
feeds in a coral-like bloom.  PHOtOs by brAd stAuFFer
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Join us at our St. Paul store Thursday, July 17 through Sunday, July 20 for a Tent Sale for people of all 
ages!  Everything will be  $3 or less (mostly less).  And best of all, we’ll gladly donate unsold 
merchandise to any person or organization with a 501(c)(3) status. 
Call 651.699.1391 for more details. Sale at St. Paul location only.

ST. PAUL  2041 Ford Parkway at Cleveland  651.699.1391 
 Tent Sale Hours  Thursday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

6 additional Twin Cities locations. All stores open 7 days a week. www.halfpricebooks.com
We buy books, music, movies, games & more, all day, every day.

By Bill Stieger

Nothing socks it to an audience like a dyna-
mite soul band with a hard-blowing horn 
section. You can find out for yourself at 

Highland Fest, where the Treasure Island Casino 
Stage will play host to the 12-piece High & Mighty 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, July 18. 

With a rhythm section, four horns and three 
singers, High & Mighty is capable of channeling 
the great soul performances of the 1960s and ’70s 
as well as the more contemporary tunes of Prince, 
Alicia Keys and Mary J. Blige. Stevie Wonder, Earth 
Wind and Fire, Aretha Franklin and Al Green are 
among the many artists whose hits are given pol-
ished renderings by High & Mighty. Yet bassist 
and co-leader Josh Taulbee doesn’t consider the 
group a nostalgia band.

“We’re a high-energy group that works hard to 
keep our audience dancing,” said Taulbee, who 
grew up in Austin, Texas, but matriculated in the 
Twin Cities by funking it up with Big Walter Smith 
and the Groove Merchants. “We play the dance-
able hits from every era with everything we’ve got. 
And the hits from the ’60s and ’70s never get old 
for us…or for the audience.” 

High & Mighty came together in 2002 from an 
assembly of veterans of the Twin Cities rock and 
blues scene, mostly ex-patriots from the Power of 
10 and the Groove Merchants. The intent from the 
start was “to give the band a soul and funk direc-
tion with a powerful horn section,” said guitarist 
and co-leader Steve Daly. 

The band’s first regular gig was Sunday nights at 

the Minnesota Music Cafe. They soon moved on 
to clubs like P.D. Pappy’s in Stillwater and Famous 
Dave’s in Minneapolis. They have also played at 
weddings and corporate events. Recent years have 
seen the group appearing regularly on the Twin 
Cities festival circuit with bookings at Grand Old 
Day, A Taste of Minnesota and Stillwater’s Lum-
berjack Days.

All that work has paid off. The group has risen 
to prominence as one of the most entertaining 
bands in the Midwest. 

“We’d been hearing about High & Mighty for 
quite some time,” said Shelly Harris, executive 
director of the Highland Business Association. 
“Blake Montpetit, who owns Tiffany Lounge, had 
heard them and was impressed. Nick Hensley, 
who books the bands for Highland Fest, also had 
some fans of the group urging him on.” 

“High & Mighty is simply one of the best bands 
in the Twin Cities,” said Monpetit, who first heard 
the band a few years ago at a corporate event. “We 
tried to get them for last year’s Highland Fest, but 
they were playing somewhere else. We made sure 
we got them booked for 2008.” 

Managing a 12-piece band can be quite a hand-
ful, according to Taulbee. Though High & Mighty 
plays more than 100 dates a year, most of its mem-
bers hold down a “day gig,” which makes extensive 
traveling nearly impossible. 

“A lot of us have families and jobs,” said Taul-
bee, a stay-at-home dad himself, “so we don’t do a 
lot of traveling. We’ve played all over the Midwest, 

but a lot of those were one-nighters. We do get up 
to play at the Commander Bar (at Breezy Point in 
Pequot Lakes) regularly. But the majority of our 
gigs are played here in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
Besides, traveling, especially with a group our size, 
gets pretty spendy.” 

The group has seen some personnel changes 
over the years, though the core has remained in-
tact. “Playing music is just like any other business 
in that respect,” Taulbee said. “Change is inevitable. 
If anything, the changes have made us better.” 

According to Daly, High & Mighty has been re-
cording its live shows in hopes of assembling the 
best tracks for a CD. “We’ll have that CD available 
sometime this year,” he said, “though we plan on 
getting into the studio, too.” 

A video downloaded from High & Mighty’s 
website (www.high-mighty.com) shows a band 
playing the hits of 30 and 40 years ago with the 
same verve as the original artists. Its two trumpet-
ers and two saxophonists dance in rhythm and 
sometimes weave through the audience while per-
forming such soul standards as the Average White 
Band’s “Pick Up the Pieces” and The Commodore’s 
“Brick House.” 

“We believe that showmanship is as important 
as playing our instruments,” Daly said. “Wireless 
microphones and pickups have freed musicians 
from the limitations of the stage. We like to get out 
there and mix it up with the audience. It gets the 
audience excited, and seeing that gets us excited. 
The whole effect is contagious.”

High & Mighty’s 
hard-driving soul 
will get festival 
rolling on Friday

High & Mighty is Todd Burrell, keyboards; Tony Lopez, drums; Josh Taulbee, bass; Melody Mendis, 
Rhonda Johnson and Erica West, vocals; Steve Daly and Don Breedlove, guitars; Steph Tatting, 
tenor sax; Paul Stodolka, trumpet; Dave Suchoski, alto sax; and Jeff Carver, trumpet.

Highland Fest’s 
musical lineup

Treasure Island Stage 
(in Hillcrest Park)

Friday, July 18
6:00-7:50:  Nathan Miller 
Band
7:30-10:30:  High & Mighty

Saturday, July 19
10:00-noon:  DJ Bill Lage
12:15-2:15:  Draper Daniels
3:00-6:00:  The Dollies
6:30-7:45:  The Limns
8:00-10:30:  Martin Zellar
  & the Hardways

Sunday, July 20
12:30-1:15:  School of Rock
2:00-5:00:  Rubber Soul
                 the Tribute

Pinehurst Bank Stage 
(at Ford Parkway and 

Cleveland Avenue)

Friday, July 18
2:00-3:45:  Vicky Emerson
4:00-6:00:  Don & Doreen

Saturday, July 19
10:00-11:45:  Yodel a Go Go
Noon-6:00:  McNally Smith
   ensembles

Sunday, July 20
11:00-12:30:  Fabulous 
     Fairlanes
12:45-3:15:  Blue Drifters
3:30-5:00:   Chuck DeVore
                 & his St. Peter 
                 St. Stompers
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2034 Ford Parkway
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WOMEN WHO DRINK

Dreamland Arts

677 Hamline Ave. N., St. Paul
651-645-5506 

www.dreamlandarts.com

Leslye Orr plays 16 hilarious
characters, each named after

their drink. With Kathleen
Sullivan as the bartender.

Thursdays, July 10, 17, 24, 31
7:30 p.m.

DELIVERY GUY
Amazing acrobatics 

and comic trickery, created and
performed by David Harris.

Fridays, July 11, 18, 25 and Aug. 1
7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $15 ($12 in advance)
and only $10 each if you buy 

a ticket to both shows. 

By Bill Stieger

Jeff Peterson, the promoter 
and a participant in the 
strongman competition 

  that will make its High-
land Fest debut this Sunday, 
is fired up. “There’s nothing 
I like better than putting on 
a good show for people who 
haven’t seen what we do,” he 
said. “I don’t mean to brag, 
but we’ve entertained some 
huge audiences in recent 
years.” 

Peterson, 26, a Macales-
ter-Groveland resident, is 
perhaps the most mild-man-
nered Bruce Banner you’ll 
ever meet. But the Incredible 
Hulk side of the University of 
St. Thomas business gradu-
ate, who works for Aflac 
Insurance, gets its kicks by 
hosting and competing in 
strongman competitions 
throughout the state, includ-
ing those at Grand Old Day, 
Lumberjack Days and the 
Minnesota State Fair. 

Strongman competitions 
consist of a series of feats of 
strength—think of the 12 
labors of Hercules—unlike 
anything seen at a body-
building event. Competi-
tors may race against the clock with a couple 
hundred pounds of rocks balanced on their 
shoulders. They may harness themselves to a 
dump truck and try to pull it. They may lift 
telephone poles to a standing position and 
then push them over. 

“It’s really visual,” Peterson said. “That’s why 
strongman events are so entertaining.” 

The strongman competition during High-
land Fest will run from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 20, in Hillcrest Park. The compe-
tition will include five events: the Keg Press, 
the Shield Carry, the Farmer’s Walk Medley, 
the Tire Flip and the Atlas Stones. The win-
ners of the Highland Fest competition will 
split a $1,000 cash prize.

The Keg Press involves competitors lifting 
large beer kegs over their heads in progres-
sively increasing weights. “For starters, the 
contestants will lift a 160-pound keg,” Pe-
terson said. “The heavier kegs have various 
amounts of sand in them. The heaviest kegs 
weigh more than 290 pounds.” 

For the Shield Carry, each contestant will 
pick up a 386-pound shield and navigate the 
four corners of a 70-foot square. “It’s really 
hard to complete the whole distance,” Peter-
son said. “I can predict that anyone who can 
complete the square will be the winner.” 

Contrary to what one might assume, there 
is no music in the Farmer’s Walk Medley, a 
torturous test that involves carrying a series of 
more than 200-pound cylinders in each hand, 
each for 50 backbreaking feet. “That’s another 
event where the guy who completes the course 
will be the probable winner,” Peterson said. 

The Tire Flip has each contestant attempt-
ing to flip an 800-pound tire over and over 
again for a distance of 60 feet. The Atlas 
Stones requires competitors to carry cement 
balls back and forth over 90 feet.

And you thought Sisyphus had it rough 
rolling the rock to the top of the mountain. 

Peterson’s road to strongmanhood began at 
Brooklyn Park High School where he played 
football and participated in track and field. 
“At first, I lifted weights to get strong for the 
sports I played, but I began to enjoy the lifting 
just for itself,” he said.

He had no idea what he could do with his 
passion for strength training, but when he 

first heard about strongman competitions 
he immediately became involved in them. 
He worked with trainer Jeff Bissonette at his 
Stillwater gym and became a strongman con-
testant at Stillwater’s Lumberjack Days in the 
summer of 2000.

Peterson teamed up with fellow UST grad 
Dave Ostlund to launch the Strongest Man on 
Grand competition during Grand Old Day 
2005. Women were added to the contest in 
2006 and the event has proved to be a popular 
draw ever since.

Ostlund, who will serve as the announcer 
for Highland Fest’s strongman competition, 
competed for the title of the World’s Strongest 
Man on ESPN, the show that led to the flour-
ishing of strongman competitions throughout 
the U.S. He has competed in strongman events 
throughout the world, winning and placing in 
many of them. 

“Dave’s kind of the original strongman in 
Minnesota,” Peterson said. 

The Midwest apparently produces a lot of 
strongman champions. “It’s the place to be in 
this sport,” Peterson said. “The theory is that  
some of the strongest guys are farm boys, guys 
who have done a lot of hauling, lifting and 
hard, hard work.” 

Highland Business Association executive 
director Shelley Harris said the strongman 
competition was added to this year’s schedule 
of Highland Fest events at the suggestion of 
St. Paul City Council member Pat Harris. “Pat 
came up to me at last year’s festival and told 
me what a success the strongman competition 
had been at Grand Old Day, so I made some 
calls and asked around,” she said. “I heard 
these are thrilling events that draw really large 
crowds.” 

Peterson said regular strongman competi-
tors do most of their training on their own. 
“Everyone has different schedules, but we do 
get together on Saturdays, at either my house 
or Dave’s,” he said.

One would imagine that lifting all that 
weight could lead to a lot of serious injuries, but  
Peterson said there have been only a few. 

“The worst was a few years back when a 
buddy of mine broke his leg when he dropped 
the shield,” he said. “He’s fully recovered now, 
thankfully, though I don’t think he’ll be com-
peting in these competitions again.”

Highland Fest flexes its muscle 
with strongman contest July 20

A strongman competition has been added to this year’s 
Highland Fest. Pictured tugging on a 780-pound chain 
during Grand Old Day’s first strongman contest is Matt 
Wanat. PHOtO by brAD StAuFFer
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On the Town

By Dave Page

The University of Minnesota 
Centennial Showboat 
Players have reached back 

to their vaudeville roots for their 
2008 summer production, The 
Count of Monte Cristo. With this 
swashbuckling melodrama about 
love, betrayal and retribution, the 
Showboat Players mark not only 
the sesquicentennial of Minnesota’s 
acceptance to statehood, but the 
50th anniversary of the showboat’s 
arrival on the Mississippi River.

The University of Minnesota 
Centennial Showboat was 
established in 1958 to help mark 
the centennial of Minnesota 
statehood. U of M Theater 
Department director Frank 
Whiting’s goal was to re-create 
the kind of vaudeville that had 
flourished along the Mississippi 
River when the state was young. 
The first production aboard the 
former General John Newton 
paddlewheeler was Under the 
Gaslight, a melodrama from the 
mid-19th century that is known 
for first popularizing the notion of 
tying victims to train tracks.

U of M students play all of the 
parts in Showboat productions, 
and over the years the floating 
theater has fostered the talents of 
some well-known actors. In 1966, 
for example, both Loni Anderson 
of “WKRP in Cincinnati” fame and 
stage and screen star Linda Kelsey 
performed in the Showboat’s 
production of The Great Git-Away 
and Fashion.

According to Count of Monte 
Cristo director Peter Moore, this 
summer’s production was chosen 
partly to honor professor Robert 

Moulton, who taught theater at the 
U of M for 35 years before retiring 
in 1984. In the summer of ’84, 
Moulton directed the Showboat’s 
first production of The Count of 
Monte Cristo. He also wrote many 
of the olios that are still used by the 
Showboat Players as short musical 
interludes between scenes. Some 
of his most famous olios have 
been dusted off for the current 
production.

Moulton revised the stage 
adaptation of the Alexandre 
Dumas novel of 1846. The original 
adaptation of Monte Cristo was 
written by French actor Charles 
Fechter, who in the late 1860s 
played the protagonist Edmund 
Dantes in the play. Running 
five hours, the original play was 
criticized for being long and 
confusing. Fechter no doubt had a 
hand in cutting the play to a more 
manageable length, but Moulton 
put his stamp on it as well.

Theater-goers who have not read 
the novel or seen one of its several 
adaptations to the silver screen 
might have a little trouble following 
the plot. Grasping the finer points 
of Dantes’ scheme of revenge, 
however, is not essential, as long 
as the audience can distinguish 
between the good guys and the 
bad guys and cheer or hiss at the 
appropriate times.

“That’s the most challenging part 
of directing melodrama,” Moore 
said, “convincing the actors to play 
it straight. The audience can know 
it’s all in good fun, but the actors 
have to pretend it’s serious.”

Moore, who lives in Merriam 
Park, inherited his interest in 
theater from his father, Dave 
Moore, the longtime WCCO-TV 

news anchor who also acted on 
Twin Cities stages. The younger 
Moore studied theater at Penn State 
and now spends about half his time 
acting and the other half directing 
at theaters across the Twin Cities.

Already this summer, Moore 
has directed three plays: Sherlock 
Holmes: The Final Adventure 
at Park Square Theatre, Mom’s 
the Word at Actor’s Theater of 
Minnesota’s Lowry Theater and 
Monte Cristo. “I usually work on 
a couple shows at a time,” he said, 
“and this wasn’t too bad since they 

were all within walking distance of 
one another.”

Once a production opens, 
Moore’s job is generally finished, 
but he does stop by occasionally 
to see how things are going. Just as 
Moulton and Moore tinkered with 
the script, sometimes the actors will 
change things a little. “The joke is 
that I come back to take out all the 
improvements,” he said.

This was Moore’s first experience 
working with the Showboat 
Players, and overall, he said, “it’s 
been really enjoyable.”

“The students are fantastic,” 
agreed Count of Monte Cristo 
costume designer Matthew 
LeFebvre. A Highland Park 
resident, LeFebvre already knew 
many of the student actors and 
crew from his job as a U of M 
theater professor. “They are the 
ones who make it work,” he said.

The “it” to which LeFebvre 
referred is the synergy required to 
put on good melodrama—the right 
combination of acting, singing and 
dancing that Moulton was such an 
expert at finding.

For LeFebvre, Monte Cristo 
presented a bit of a challenge. 
“We’ve produced lots of shows 
from the Victorian period,” he said, 
“but we don’t have a lot in the way 
of costumes from the Regency 
Period, when Monte Cristo is set. 
Fortunately, we were able to hire 
an alum who is a tailor at the 
Minnesota Opera and was off for 
the summer.”

What makes the Showboat 
special, according to LeFebvre, is its 
mix of vaudeville and melodrama, 
a combination that few theaters are 
undertaking today. “It’s exciting to 
explore that period of theater,” he 
said, “and it makes perfect sense for 
the Showboat.”

The Count of Monte Cristo is 
being performed at 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday and 
at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday through August 23 
aboard the Showboat docked at 
Harriet Island. Tickets are $20–$25 
for the show, or more with dinner, 
lunch and river cruise options. For 
reservations, call 651-227-1100 or 
visit www.showboat.umn.edu.

Christine Weber and Jason Rojas star as Mercedes and Fernand Mondego in The Count of Monte Cristo.

Old man 
riverboat
Melodrama just keeps rolling 
on U’s Centennial Showboat

Olios, the musical interludes in front 
of the curtain that allow scene 
changes to be made behind the 

curtain, are a time-honored tradition in 
vaudeville and minstrel shows. However, 
the origin of the word itself is a bit of a 
mystery, according to Vern Sutton, professor 
emeritus of theater at the University of 
Minnesota who trained at the U of M 
under eminent professor and olio composer 
Robert Moulton.

“Some people think it comes from the 
Spanish word for mixture or medley,” 
said Sutton, who is directing the olios for 
the University of Minnesota Centennial 
Showboat’s current production of The Count 

of Monte Cristo. “The reason given is that 
olios are a mixture of singing, dancing and 
other types of entertainment. Others think 
the word derives from the oilcloth curtains 
that were used in early theater.”

Olios, for the most part, have nothing 

to do with the play that they interrupt. 
However, one olio in Monte Cristo, called 
“Crime Doesn’t Pay (or Does It?),” features 
an old Jerome Kern song called “Crooks” 
and is performed by the three actors 
who also happen to play the bad guys in 

the production—Danglars, Villefort and 
Fernand.

For Monte Cristo costume designer 
Matthew LeFebvre, olios are a chance 
“to bring out all the campiness.” In one 
set, called “Art and the Insect World,” the 
olio performers dress up like bees, then 
mosquitoes, then lightning bugs, the latter 
complete with flashing rear ends.

For its 50th anniversary show, the 
University of Minnesota Centennial 
Showboat has brought back some of the 
more popular olios from previous shows. 
Some were written by Moulton and others 
by Sutton. Performed by young men and 
women who in many cases were not born 
before Moulton retired in 1984, the olios 
in Monte Cristo have both a freshness and 
an air of tradition about them. With such 
past favorites as “Minnesota Moon” and 
“Minnesota,” they tip their hat to the state’s 
heritage in its sesquicentennial year. 

—Dave Page

Showboat mixes in 
a dose of campiness 
in nod to vaudeville

Stuart Gates, Billy Mullaney, Sara Munzesheimer, T. Blake Snortland and Christopher 
Kehoe are featured in one of many olios presented within The Count of Monte Cristo.

What makes the 
Showboat special, 

according to LeFebvre, 
is its mix of vaudeville 
and melodrama. “It’s 

exciting to explore 
that period of theater,” 
he said, “and it makes 

perfect sense for 
the Showboat.”
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Music
“Nine Nights of Music,” a series of free 
concerts with open dancing, is being 
presented from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
this summer on the terrace outside the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Pack a picnic supper or purchase food 
from the terrace grill. The schedule includes 
the Brazilian band Brasamba on July 15; the 
quirky and hard-driving Irish dance band 
Flip the Cat, July 22; the 17-piece Red Rock 
Swing Band, July 29; and the zydeco, blues, 
and swamp-pop band Jumbo Ya Ya, August 
5. Call 651-259-3000.
Landmark Center’s Anita’s Cafe plays host 
to free concerts at noon on Wednesdays. 
The schedule includes singer-songwriter 
Joey Ryan on July 16; the Americana fusion 
band Davina and the Vagabonds, July 23; 
Jello Slave, July 30; and the Spaghetti Western 
String Company, August 6.
The city of St. Paul’s summer Music in the 
Parks series continues at the Como Lakeside 
Pavilion. The shows are free and begin at 
7:00 p.m. unless otherwise indicated. The 
schedule includes the St. Paul North Star 
Chorus on July 15; Minneapolis Southside 
Singers, July 16; Pops Ensemble at 3:00 p.m. 
and the Lake Country Sweet Adelines at 7:00 
p.m on July 20; Vallee De Croix barbershop 
chorus, July 21; GTCYS youth orchestra, 
July 22; South Washington County Band, 
July 23; Pops Ensemble at 3:00 p.m. and 
Lex-Ham Community Band at 7:00 p.m. on 
July 27; Somewhat Dixieland Band, July 28; 
Bend in the River Big Band, July 29; Just for 
Fun Singers, July 30; Pops Ensemble at 3:00 
p.m. and John Philip Sousa Memorial Band 
at 7:00 p.m. August 3; South Side Big Band, 
August 4; Twin Cities Show Chorus, August 
5; Minnesota State Band, August 6.
Songs of Hope, a choir of youths aged 10-22 
from China, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, Costa 
Rica, Guatemala, Israel, Turkey and Minne-
sota, will present a free concert on Wed-
nesday, July 16, on the lawn at Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer, 285 N. Dale St. A 
light supper will be served at 6:00 p.m. along 
with activities for children. A prize drawing 
will be held at 6:45 p.m. The concert will 
follow at 7:00. Call 651-227-8295.
Tim Mahoney and Red Dot Garage will 
perform on Thursday, July 24, in a benefit for 

breast cancer research, education, screening 
and treatment through Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure. Scheduled from 6:00 to 10:30 p.m. 
at O’Gara’s Garage, 164 N. Snelling Ave., the 
concert is sponsored by Jolene’s Juggs, a team 
committed to raising a minimum of $15,400 
through its participation in the Breast Cancer 
3-Day walk. Admission is by donation. A 
silent auction and raffle will also be held.

The Eddies on the River will perform at 7:00 
p.m. Friday, July 25, at the Dodge Nature 
Center, 365 W. Marie Ave. in West St. Paul. 
Admission to the folk concert is free, but 

donations will be taken. Refreshments will be 
for sale. Call 651-455-4531.

Songs of Hope, a choir of youths aged 10-22 
from China, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, Costa 
Rica, Guatemala, Israel, Turkey and Minne-
sota, will perform at 8:00 p.m. Saturday, July 
26, in Pearson Theater, 312 S. Hamline Ave. 
Accompanied by a band of local musicians, 
the ensemble will present songs from Europe, 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East as well as of 
roots of New Orleans jazz and blues. Tickets 
are $12, $6.00 for seniors and children under 
age 12. Call 651-225-4179.

The Summer Singers, a 26-voice ensemble, 
will celebrate 150 years of choral music by 
Minnesota composers in concert at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 27, in St. Mary’s Chapel at the St. 
Paul Seminary, 2260 Summit Ave. Admission 
is free, though donations will be welcome.

St. Joseph’s School of Music, 450 N. 
Syndicate St., Suite 350, will present a 
summer concert by students and faculty at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 5. Admission is 
free. Call 651-690-4364.

Theater
Shakespeare’s tragedy Richard II, his 
comedy As You Like It and Carlo Goldoni’s 
commedia del arte Servant of Two Masters 
is being performed in repertory through 
August 3 at Shakespeare & Company’s 
outdoor theater behind Century College, 
3300 N. Century Ave. in White Bear Lake. 
Show times are 7:00 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and 6:00 p.m. Sundays. Tickets 
are $12, $10 for seniors and free for children 
under age 12. Picnic suppers, blanket and 
lawn chairs are welcome. For scheduling 
information, call 651-779-5818. 

Two comedies light up the stage in the 
coming weeks at Dreamland Arts, 677 N. 
Hamline Ave. Women Who Drink, a happy 
hour and 10 minutes of intoxicating humor 
spiked with razor-sharp wit and sobering 
observations, stars Leslye Orr as 16 loopy 
ladies, each named after her drink of choice. 
It will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
July 17-31. Playing at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, July 
18-August 1, will be Delivery Guy, David 
Harris’ one-man show about a hapless 
courier who needs a perfect day to save his 
career from complete ruin. Tickets are $15 
at the door, $12 in advance, or $20 for both 
shows. Call 651-645-5506 or visit www.
dreamlandarts.com. 

Teddy & Alice, a musical about the battle 
of wills between U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt and his free-spirited daughter 
Alice, is being performed July 17-19 by the 
Rosetown Playhouse. Show times are 7:00 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday at the 
Como Lakeside Pavilion. Tickets are $9.00, 
$7.00 for children ages 12 and under. Call 
651-792-7414.
The Obie-winning, glam-rock, post-punk 

Wild West Frontier Fest, a multifaceted 
celebration of the cowboy way, will trans-
port St. Paul’s Harriet Island back in time 
with three days of early American entertain-
ment July 26-28. The event will run from 
6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Friday and noon to 10:00 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

Among the highlights are performances 
by the Grammy Award-winning band Rid-
ers in the Sky, singer Jearlyn Steele, the First 
John Philip Sousa Memorial Band, St. Paul’s 
own Pop Wagner, the Brother Paul Travelin’ 
Magic Revue, Buffalo Soldiers of the Ameri-
can West, Wild Goose Chase Cloggers and 
the American Indian troupe Fast Horses.

Cowboy poetry and tall tales; stagecoach, 

wagon and riverboat rides; silent films with 
live piano accompaniment; a Tom Sawyer 
fence-painting contest; ropin’ lessons and 
chuckwagon demonstrations will also be 
featured. Costumed actors will re-create 
such personages as Buffalo Bill, Annie Oak-
ley, Teddy Roosevelt, Laura Ingalls Wilder, 
James J. Hill and Mark Twain. Pony rides, a 
petting corral, storytelling and an afternoon 
Cavalcade of Little Buckaroos will be avail-
able for the younger set.

Admission is $70 for the VIP Jubilee on 
Friday, $12 on Saturday and Sunday, $20 for 
the weekend, and free to children age 12 and 
younger. For information, call 651-644-3600 
or visit www.wildwestfrontierfest.com.

Keepers of the flame of western music and wacky western humor, the Grammy- 
winning Riders in the Sky will perform on Saturday at the Wild West Frontier Fest.

Harriet Isle fest re-creates Wild West
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musical Hedwig and the Angry Inch will 
play July 18 through August 31 at the Jungle 
Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
The drama tells of Hedwig Schmidt, an East 
German rock ’n’ roll goddess and the victim 
of a botched sex-change operation. Directed 
by Joel Sass, it stars Jairus Abts as Hedwig, 
Ann Michels as her long-suffering husband 
Yitzhak and Michael Croswell as Skszp, 
director of the hard-rocking band the Angry 
Inch. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, and 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. Sundays. 
For tickets, call 612-822-7063. 
Spend a crazy evening at a church supper 
complete with homemade lasagna, live 
music, polka dancing, a full bar and bingo. 
Actors Theater of Minnesota is bringing 
back its long-running interactive comedy We 
Gotta Bingo for shows Thursdays through 
Sundays, July 26 through August 10, at the 
Lowry Theater, 16 W. 5th St. Tickets with 
dinner are $46 to $59. Call 651-290-2290.
Yankee Doodle, a musical retelling of the life 
of George M. Cohan, the brash, charismatic, 
and uncompromising composer whose drive 
gave birth to the myth of Broadway, will 
open on Tuesday, August 5, at the Ordway. 
Written by David Armstrong, Yankee Doodle 
is directed and choreographed by James A. 
Rocco and Jayme McDaniel and stars Sean 
Martin Hingston, Richard Sanders, Tari 
Kelly, Gary Briggle and Ron Menzel. Show 
times are 8:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 2:00 and 
7:30 pm. Sunday through August 17. Tickets 
are $48-$65. Call 651-224-4222.

Books
Duke Addicks, American Indian elder, 
historian and storyteller, will tell of Necohun-
dah, the eagle catcher, in a free program at 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, July 20, at the John H. 
Stevens House Museum in Minnehaha Falls 
Park. Born in 1765 in an Indian village next 
to the Falls of St. Anthony, Necohundah 
was first scorned by his peers, but went on 
to become a very powerful Indian chief. For 
information, call 612-722-2220.

“Modern Marvels: Jewish Adventures in the 
Graphic Novel,” a series of free discussions 
on Jewish literature, is being offered at 7:00 
p.m. Tuesdays at the Highland Park Library, 
1974 Ford Pkwy. Author and University 
of Minnesota instructor Judith Katz will 
lead sessions on Ben Katchor’s Julius Knipl, 

Real Estate Photographer: Stories on July 22; 
Harvey Pekar’s The Quitter, August 5; and 
Joann Sfar’s The Rabbi’s Cat, August 19. To 
register, call Susan Gangl at 612-626-2281.

The Big Slam, a spoken-word competition 
in which the top two teams in the Twin Cities 
go head to head with two other teams in a 
poetic battle royal, will take place on Sunday, 
July 20, at the Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The program begins 
at 8:30 p.m. Musical guests are Open Bones. 
Admission is $7.00. Call 612-207-7991.

Common Good Books, 165 N. Western 
Ave., will present free readings by the 
following authors: Julie Kramer from Stalking 
Susan, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 24; Laurel 
Means from A Long Journey Home, 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, August 3. Call 651-225-8989.

The Erotic Slam, in which Soap Boxing’s 
best spoken-word artists break out their best 
poetry about love and sex, will be held at 
8:00 p.m. Sunday, August 3, at the Artists’ 
Quarter, 408 St. Peter St. The event also 
serves as a send-off party for the Twin Cities’ 
top poetry slam teams, who are headed 
to the National Poetry Slam in Madison, 
Wisconsin, on August 4. Admission is $5.00. 
Call 612-207-7991.

Exhibits
“Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits,” 
75 framed black-and-white photos of 
immigrants detained at the federal station 
in New York for medical reasons or further 
interrogation, is on view through September 
21 at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Sherman worked at Ellis Island 
from 1905 to 1920, documenting hundreds 
of new arrivals to America. A program 
on the immigrant experience featuring a 
genealogy workshop, Irish storyteller David 
Zander and a Celtic jewelry workshop will be 
held at 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 22. Museum 
admission is $10, $8.00 for seniors and 
students, and $5.00 for children ages 6-17. 
Call 651-259-3000.

“Scene and Be Seen,” an exhibit by members 
of a new West End Arts group, continues 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays through August 2 at the Pilney 
Building, 1032 W. 7th St. Among the 
participating artists are Halle O’Falvey, paper 
and textiles; painter and scene designer 
Nance Derby, sculptor Marty Hicks and 
printmaker Mary Esch.

Wendy Freshman 
plays the inimita­
ble Miss Marple 
in a stage adapta­
tion of Agatha 
Christie’s A Murder 
is Announced. The 
classic mystery of 
mixed motives and 
concealed identities 
is playing through 
August 10 at Theatre 
in the Round, 245 
Cedar Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. Show 
times are 8:00 p.m. 
Fridays and Satur­
days and 2:00 p.m. 
Sundays. For tickets, 
priced at $20, call 
612­333­3010.
PhoTo by ACT one, Too
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The FrameWorks Gallery & Custom Picture Framing

A new gallery local artists

Yes! 
We 

still do 
great 

custom 
framing!•

“Face The Nation: How National Identity 
Shaped Modern Typeface Design” is 
being displayed through September 21 
at the Minnesota Center for Book Arts, 
1011 Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
Presented in collaboration with the 
University of St. Thomas, the exhibit 
investigates how the desire to reinforce, 
redefine or transcend national identity 
shaped typeface design between 1900 and 
1960. Engaging case studies, historical 
curiosities, original printed works and 
objects from the printing trade are included 
along with the work of contemporary 
designers Romäno Hanni of Switzerland 
and Erik Brandt of the U.S, who explore the 
new challenges in designing type for a global 
market. Call 612-215-2520.
Paintings and photography by artists from 
across the state that were inspired by the 
150th anniversary of Minnesota statehood 
are being displayed throughout July at the 
Black Dog Cafe, 308 Prince St.

Family
The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra’s family, 
Start the Music and Xplorchestra concerts 
will be free of charge in the coming year 
thanks to the financial support of Target 
Corporation. Tickets for these concerts 
will be distributed via random drawing. To 
register for October-January programs, visit 
www.thespco.org/target or call 651-291-1144 
by July 25. Registration for February-May 
concerts will be accepted January 5-16.
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to storytimes for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues-
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wed-
nesdays. Featured in other free programs 
will be Paws on Grand storytime with the 
WonderWeavers at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, July 
19; and a reading of The Greedy Zebra and I 
Lost My Tooth in Africa with staff from the 
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, July 26. Call 651-224-8320.
Celebrate Minnesota’s 150th birthday. 
Make a souvenir sesquicentennial hat 
with state symbols, flags, stars, song lyrics, 
postcards and colorful ribbons and stickers 
during “State on a Stick,” a History HiJinx 
activity that is being offered from 11:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. daily through August 22 at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Admission is free. Call 651-259-3000.
Lord of the Flies, a play based on William 
Golding’s novel about a society of youngsters 
stranded on a desert island, is being per-
formed through July 20 by the Young Artists 
Initiative. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
at Old Arizona Theater, 2821 Nicollet Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$5.00 for children. Call 651-222-5437.
Petite Rouge, a Cajun adaptation of “Little 
Red Riding Hood” in which the wolf is an 
alligator and her basket of goodies is filled 
with gumbo, boudin and shrimp etoufee, 
is being performed through August 3 at 
SteppingStone Theatre, 55 N. Victoria St. A 
musical jambalaya of zydeco, jazz, ballads 
and blues accompanies the play, which stars 
Highland Park Junior High 8th-grader 
Annacita Gomez. The curtain rises at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. and 
noon Tuesday through Thursday and 10:00 
a.m., noon and 7:00 p.m. Friday. Tickets 
are $11 for adults and $9.00 for seniors and 
children ages 2–17. Call 651-225-9265.
The city of St. Paul’s outdoor Movies in the 
Park series continues with Over the Hedge on 
Tuesday, July 15, in Desnoyer Park, Pelham 
Boulevard and Doane Avenue; Shrek the 
Third on Friday, July 25, in Hancock Park, 
Englewood Avenue and Fry Street; and Little 
Big League on Tuesday, August 5, at Palace 
Playground, Jefferson Avenue and View 
Street. The movies roll at dusk and admission 
is free.

Mendota Heights Parks and Recreation is 
presenting a series of free shows this summer. 
The schedule includes the music, magic and 
comedy of Woody at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 16, at the Rogers Lake Pavilion; the 
movie Shrek 2 at 9:00 p.m. Friday, July 18, 
in Market Square Park at the Village of 
Mendota Heights; and the music, magic 
and comedy of Woody at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 5, at the Mendakota Park Pavilion. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chairs. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Call 651-
452-1850.
Stuffed animals and their children ages 3 
and older are invited to take part in “The 
Stuffed-Animal Summer Show” on July 19 
and 20 at Dreamland Arts, 677 N. Hamline 
Ave. Creator Leslye Orr animates a whole 
menagerie of stuffed animals with a range 
of voices and sounds and invites the kids 
to join in songs, games and imaginative 
adventures on stage. The 45-minute show 
is followed by a miniature tea party for the 
animals, children and their families. Show 
times are 11:00 a.m. Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are whatever you can pay. 
For reservations, call 651-645-5506.
Country Fest, an afternoon of old-fashioned 
music, square dancing, crafts, games and 
homemade ice cream, will take place from 
noon to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, July 20, at the 
Gibbs Museum of Pioneer and Dakota Life, 
2097 W. Larpenteur Ave. Call 651-646-8629.
Children’s author Nancy Carlson will teach 
an art class for children age 5 and older 
from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. Tuesday, July 22, at 
Creative Kidstuff, 1074 Grand Ave. Carlson 
will also read from her new book, Henry’s 
Amazing Imagination. To register, call 651-
222-2472.
The Wizard of Oz will be performed July 24 
through August 2 by the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center Community Theater in collaboration 
with Youth Performance Company. Show 
times are 7:00 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at the Como Lakeside Pavilion. 
Tickets are $9.00, $7.00 for children age 12 
and under. Call 651-695-3706.

RavensManor, a story of young love and 
old curses animated by awesome acro-
batics, daring aerial feats and stunning 
special effects, will be presented July 31 
through August 17 by Circus Juventas 
at the performing arts school’s air-condi-
tioned big top at 1270 Montreal Ave. 
Seventy-five of the circus’ advanced 
students will appear in the production, a 
ghostly tale inspired by age-old legends 
of the Louisiana bayou and Disney World’s 
Haunted Mansion ride. Musical accom-
paniment will be provided by renowned 
fiddler and mandolinist Peter Ostroushko. 
Performances begin at 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays through Sundays. General 
admission tickets are $15 for adults, 
$12.50 for seniors and children age 10 and 
younger, and $50 for a family four-pack. 
Reserved tickets are $25, $20 and $15. Call 
651-209-6799 or visit uptowntix.com.

  PHOtO by biLL WeAveR
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Saying goodbye 
to a second home

Although it has been nine years since I last visited the 
place so special I considered it an old friend, it seems 
as if it were only yesterday. It was a hot, sunny Sunday 

in late July and my hometown ballpark—Detroit’s Tiger 
Stadium—was jumping just like I had remembered it. When 
the game was over, I left quickly and quietly. I knew we’d 
never see each other again and I hate long goodbyes. I wanted 
my last memory of the place to be a happy one.

My relationship with Tiger Stadium began when I was 7. 
As I recall, we first met on a Saturday afternoon. It was just 
my mother and I on a rare outing together to watch a passion 
of mine. (Later, I accompanied her to watch a passion of hers 
and learned that, unlike what some of my friends said at the 
time, going to the theater was not for sissies.)

Tiger Stadium was in a tough neighborhood, and because 
of that, I was not allowed to go to games alone until I was 14. 
It was a big joint, but it made you feel like you were the only 
person there. It takes a special place to do that.

On one occasion, I stayed 9½ hours for a doubleheader 
against the Red Sox and was so fascinated by the spectacle  
that I hardly moved from my seat. Another time, I ranted like 
the child I was when mom wouldn’t let me go to the stadium 
because I had a fever of 102.

It seemed that every time I visited the stadium, I came 
away with a unique memory. On the day of the farewell visit, 
all those events seemed to be mixed together and it wasn’t 
until years later that I was able to sort everything out. 

I spent hundreds of hours at Tiger Stadium before it closed 
in 1999. Recently, they knocked a hole through the lower 
deck in left field. It was the initial blow in what will no doubt 
be a painful process for the city, even though Tiger fans 
have already enjoyed a World Series at Comerica Park. Even 
the diehards admit that Tiger Stadium, which cost the city 
$300,000 a year for upkeep, needed to be renovated or razed, 
though there’s a chance that part of the stadium will be saved 
as a museum or smaller ballpark.

Still, I shuddered when I heard the news of the first 
wrecking ball crashing through the wall. From the outside, 
Tiger Stadium still looked the way I had always seen it— 
tall, white and sturdy. Inside was another matter. It would 
have been better not to see what time had wrought. I would 
have preferred the memory of my last visit.

In St. Paul, people still speak fondly of the old Lexington 
Park. The same is true in Minneapolis for folks who 
remember Nicollet Park. And people throughout Minnesota 
still mourn the untimely demise of Metropolitan Stadium in 
Bloomington, which was struck down at the tender age of 25. 

Is it because the hometown ballpark seemed like a beacon 
of sanity in a confusing world for a kid? Is it because kids 
didn’t worry about homework and parents didn’t care about 

FINAL MARK-DOWNS 
SEMI-ANNUAL CLEARANCE SALE 

SALE ENDS JULY 31 

145 Snelling Ave (across from O’Gara’s)
(651) 698-3773

UP to 90% OFF!
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(952) 435-1898
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Book now for Fantastic
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FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 
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www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
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910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)

By Bill Wagner

Three years ago, there were bewil-
dered looks from the people who 
happened to come across a group 

of men playing footy on a field near Lake 
Nokomis. Now, there are a lot more lo-
cal folks who know what the game is all 
about due to the success of the Minne-
sota Freeze, an Australian Rules Football 
club.

“People are still learning about our 
sport,” said club president Dale Wil-
liams, “but we’ve been able to raise some 
money and we’ve been able to get the 
message out that we have an interesting 
game here.”

When the Freeze first competed as 
a club on the national level in 2005, 
team members had to scramble to find 
enough players to send its first contin-
gent to the U.S. tournament in Milwau-
kee. The Freeze surprised everybody by 
winning the Division III national title. 

“That initial success helped our club 
grow considerably,” Williams said. 

In 2006, the Freeze worked its way to 
the Division II championship final in 
Las Vegas before losing to Baltimore-
Washington. Last year, the Freeze won 
the Division II national title in Kentucky 

and saw its team of reserves finish as 
runnersup in Division IV.

This summer, the Freeze is a Division 
I club with about 50 players on its active 
list and is ranked seventh in the nation. 
The club has enough players to field 
three squads—the Bushrangers, the Ice 
Dogs and the Norsemen—that scrim-
mage against each other on most Sat-
urdays from May through September. 
The top players form the main team that 
competes against five other clubs in the 
Mid-American Conference of the U.S. 
Australian Football League. The USAFL 
represents around 40 teams and 2,000 
players nationwide.

The Freeze players are largely former 
area high school and college athletes, but 
there is also a sprinkling of transplanted 
Australians. But Aussie or not, once they 
start playing, it gets into their blood. Just 
ask Mike Busse, who plays full forward 
and ruck (akin to midfield in soccer) for 
the Freeze. He learned the finer points of 
the game in Australia as part of a study 
abroad program through St. John’s Uni-
versity. 

“The first time I heard about Aussie 
football, I loved the fact that it incorpo-
rated elements from all these different 
sports,” said Busse, who played lacrosse 

at St. John’s and basketball and soccer in 
high school. 

Danny Hansen, who played soccer at 
St. John’s and participated in wrestling, 
soccer and track in high school, said he 
likes the physical aspect of the game. 
“You kick the ball and you run a lot, like 
in soccer, but I also like to mark (catch) 
the ball,” he said. “You need to have good 
endurance. You can be strong, but you 
also need to be well-coordinated.” 

Freeze coach Jason Becker said 15 of 
the club’s current players learned the 
sport in Australia by participating in the 
study abroad program through St. John’s. 
Other players have developed through a 
variety of means. 

“We’ve been able to pick some people 
up because one of our players might 
know someone at work,” Becker said, “or 
maybe we get someone who is new in 
town who has happened to see our web-
site (www.mnfooty.com). They might 
know the game, but not that it is being 
played in Minnesota.”

Footy is big in Australia, where it is 
now celebrating its 150th year. Profes-
sional footy games there are shown on 
national television and the players can 

Zach Swan of the Norsemen evades the grasp of Joe Stauber of the Bushrangers during an intra-squad scrimmage on 
July 12 of the Minnesota Freeze, which plays Australian Rules Football on Saturdays in Minneapolis. PhotoS By BRAd StAuFFeR

Aussie-style football
With two titles in three years, MN Freeze is hot

WRIGht cAll c34 MN FREEzE c33
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

At Garlock-French, our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the 

details, so you won’t have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship.

A Garlock-French roof will not only give you years 

of trouble-free service. We can also help you with 

Roof Repairs, Chimney, Custom Sheet Metal, and Gutter projects.

You can expect more from us because

quality, value, and craftsmanship have been the hallmarks 

of Garlock-French for over 76 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You can expect 
more from us. By Kevin Driscoll

It has been a full year 
since the city of Mendota 
Heights got into the golf 

course business, and city of-
ficials are pleased with the 
public’s response. 

The 17-acre Mendota 
Heights Par 3 operated at a 
net profit of $38,241 dur-
ing the stretch that the city 
operated the course from 
June 28 to November 11 in 
2007. Approximately 15,000 
rounds were played over the 
entire golf season last year, 
and this year the city has seen 
an increase in play, despite a slow start due to 
weather.

“We opened this year on April 16 and didn’t 
have that many good weather days,” said as-
sistant city administrator Jake Sedlacek, who 
oversees the city’s parks and recreation pro-
grams. “We even had a snow-out in April. But 
May was great. We had 2,000 more rounds 
played than in May 2007.” 

The city bought the nine-hole course on 
Dodd Road last year for $2.6 million. The 
purchase, along with another $190,000 in 
bonding costs and capital improvements, was 
approved by voters during a special election 
in April 2007. The city took over operation of 
the course two months later. Previous owners 
Alan Spaulding and Mike Cashill wanted to 
sell the land for housing and fought with the 
city over zoning. A January 2006 ruling from 
the Minnesota Supreme Court led to negotia-
tions with the city and, ultimately, the referen-
dum. City taxpayers are footing the bill for the 
$2.79 million in bonds over 15 years.

Several improvements already have been 
made to the 1,225-yard course and more are 
coming. The city replaced the clubhouse’s fur-
nace and air conditioner, brought in city water 
and installed a sprinkler system in the main-
tenance building. Three old lawn mowers will 
be replaced at the rate of one a year.

“We’re spending about $50,000 of a sepa-
rate $70,000 grant from the Dakota County 
Community Development Agency to add 
new walkways, a new entry to the clubhouse 
and two new clubhouse bathrooms to make 
the entire facility handicapped-accessible,” 
Sedlacek said. 

“Best of all is that we were able to convince 
Jerry Murphy to head up our course mainte-
nance program,” said manager Tom Perkins. 

“Jerry brings 41 years of experience as Som-
erset Country Club’s greenskeeper and he has 
already made a big difference here.”

Greens fees are $9.00 on weekdays and $11 
on weekends and holidays. Push carts rent for 
$2.00 and gas carts for $10 per round. The 
course also has several programs for youths. 

“We have our junior leagues every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday,” Perkins said. 

The junior league is open to boys and girls 
ages 6-15 and costs $100 for an 11-week sea-
son. Nonresidents can join for an extra $5.00. 
Tee times start at 8:30 a.m. and play runs 
through August 24. 

A Wednesday evening league for women 
also costs $100 to join and runs through  
August 20. 

“We also offer individual lessons,” Perkins 
said. Three one-hour lessons are offered on 
Tuesday evenings through July 29. The cost is 
$53, or $96 for a parent-child pair. 

“There’s at least one teaching professional 
giving personalized instruction to every eight 
golfers,” Perkins said, “and each student gets 
two free rounds of golf after the three classes 
are done.” 

The course is also offering a series of morn-
ing golf camps to teach the basics of the game 
to those ages 6-13. The cost is $107 for a four-
day session, with new sessions beginning July 
21, July 28 and August 11. For information, 
call 651-452-1850.

“We’re still looking for other open times to 
add lessons and camps,” Sedlacek said, “but 
we also want to keep the course available for 
anyone who walks up to play.”

Perkins said the Mendota Heights Par 3 is 
an affordable  course for players of all ages. 
“I know one 99-year-old guy who still plays 
here,” he said. “He uses his own motorized 
wheelchair and turns the seat to hit the ball.”

City-owned Mendota Heights Par 3 
sees upswing in play, improvements

Charley Hesse (teeing off)and Jack Korte hone their game at the Mendota Heights Par 3.

Workers unload lumber for making the clubhouse more 
handicapped-accessible. PHotos by brad stauffer
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make six-figure salaries. 
Here in Minnesota, players and staff 

are not paid a nickel for playing, nor for 
travel expenses and meals for that mat-
ter. In fact, they are required to pay $40 
a year in dues. With current gas prices, 
trips to Milwaukee, St. Louis and Cin-
cinnati to play conference games can be 
get pricey, but the players say it’s the fun 
that counts.

Australian football is a fast-paced 
game that’s played on a field 180 yards 
long by 160 yards wide. It mixes elements 
of American football, rugby, soccer, bas-
ketball and hockey. The players wear no 
pads and no timeouts are granted. The 
field has four goalposts stationed about 
10 feet apart on each end. A team gets 
six points for punting the ball between 
the two taller inside posts and one point 
for getting it through the shorter outside 
posts. Each team has 18 players. 

Good passing is the key to the game, 
but the ball may only be sent to a team-
mate by punching or serving it like a vol-
leyball. The player with the ball can only 
be tackled by grabbing above the knees 
and below the neck. Players also cannot 
run more than 15 yards without bounc-
ing the ball on the ground. It is a contact 
sport, but the only protective equipment 
used is a mouth guard. 

The Freeze will host a Footypalooza 
round robin tournament on Saturday, 

August 9, at Lake Nokomis. Teams from 
Milwaukee and Kansas City also will 
compete. The Freeze will travel to Mil-
waukee on September 6 and will host 
Nashville on September 20. This year’s 
national tournament will take place on 
October 11-12 in Colorado Springs. 

Williams, a native Aussie who met his 
wife, a St. Paul native, while visiting the 
United States, said people in Australia 

like footy because it offers something 
many other sports don’t—continuity. 
He said the absence of timeouts and 
stopped clocks, combined with play-
ers who possess a wide variety of skills, 
makes the game more fan-friendly than, 
say, the NFL. 

“People in Australia like American 
football,” he said. “They just think it’s 
too slow.”

31b MN FREEzE

Bushranger Danny Hansen, left, battles with Norseman Kurt Mehlhoff.
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There’s a college, high school, 
elementary school or other learning 
center virtually everywhere you look 
in the neighborhoods served by 
the Villager. And when the Villager
publishes its Spotlight on Education 
on August 6, a lot of readers will 
be perusing it with above-average 
interest. In fact, over 130,000 
pairs of eyes will be examining 
your ad—readers with a 
median family income over 40% 
higher that the average 
in the Twin Cities. And that’s not 
just an educated guess.*

With ongoing education so valued…
you could call an ad in the Villager’s Education Section “Smart Marketing 101.”

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

UPCOMING EDUCATION SECTION:    
August 6

Deadline: July 30
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com
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their jobs when they were there? Is it because it was the one 
place where men and women, young and old, blacks and 
whites could all agree on the same thing—cheering for the 
hometown team?

My guess is it is that and more. A good ballpark serves 
many purposes. It is a place where you could teach your 
children how to keep score. It is a place where you could try 
to impress your date with your knowledge of the local team 
and the finer points of the game. It is a place where you can 
go with friends to relax and have a few beers. If nothing else, 
it is a place that was apolitical. In this day and age, how often 
can you say that?

Last week, I was in the stands for a baseball game at the 
Metrodome, perhaps the most unloved major league stadium 
in history. I found myself wondering: Will we be feeling 
nostalgic in September 2009 when baseball ends its 28-year 
run in that building? It was certainly the place of a lot of great 
memories for local baseball fans, including two World Series 
titles as well as a slew of terrific players. But will Minnesotans 
be feeling as down as many Detroiters currently are, and New 
Yorkers will be in a couple of months, when their stadiums 
close for good? 

Judging from the conversation in the stands and the Twins’ 

general attitude of “we can’t wait to get the hell out of here,” 
my gut reaction is no. The Metrodome is nothing more than 
a place where we’ve watched major league baseball. 

At places like Tiger Stadium, you could smell the hot dogs 
from the outside and everything seemed to glisten inside—
even when the paint was peeling in its final years. You felt 
genuinely welcome from the moment you stepped into the 
place. That pleasant feeling is why it and places like Met are 
remembered with fondness. The Metrodome? It served a 
function, nothing more.

A friend of mine was recently back in her native New 
York visiting her family. Like many people back home for a 
few days, she made several side trips to some of her favorite 
haunts. On one night, she had no worries about the stock 
market, job security or soaring gas prices. I know this because 
she sent a text message that simply read, “Yankee Stadium is 
the happiest place on earth.” 

The message was sent the same day the first wrecking ball 
tore through the stadium wall in Detroit. I was glad she got to 
visit her old friend one more time.

An experience money can’t buy
Martha Nause did quite well during her days on the 

LPGA tour. She earned more than $1 million and won three 
tournaments on the regular tour, and has padded her bank 

account by playing well in a few Legends of Golf tournaments 
every year. But her job as the men’s and women’s golf coach at 
Macalester doesn’t leave much time to work on her game.

Every now and then, however, an inveterate competitor 
gets the urge to do battle again. So it was that Nause worked 
her way through the qualifying field and was competing there 
with all the rest of the tour’s stars at Interlachen last month at 
the U.S. Women’s Open.

At age 53, Nause was the oldest player in the field and 
could not realistically think she could vie for the title. Nause 
shot 153 in the first two days of the Open and missed the cut 
by three strokes. However, it had to feel good to finish ahead 
of such well-known players as Juli Inkster and Michelle Wie. 

Great competitors like battles and Nause won hers 
by earning the right to step up to the tee that first day. 
Everything after that was gravy. So, congratulations are in 
order to Nause.

There’s one other bonus to the U.S. Women’s Open 
experience. When the Macalester golfers assemble for their 
first team meeting in August, a player might ask, “Hey, coach, 
what did you do this summer?”

Nause can then smile and say, “Let me tell you a story 
about being at Interlachen for the U.S. Open on a hot day in 
late June.”

(Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.)

31 WRIGHT CALL

The Great River Energy Mississippi River Challenge will be 
held on Saturday and Sunday, July 26-27. Join Friends of the 
Mississippi River by canoeing, kayaking or rowing 44 miles  
from the Coon Rapids Dam to Grey Cloud Island. Participants 
will pass through locks, paddle with voyageurs and camp 
overnight inside Fort Snelling, or they may bicycle a Saturday-
only route starting and ending at the fort. Money raised from 
pledges will be used to protect and enhance the river. Visit 
www.mississippiriverchallenge.org.

Youth trips to local water parks will be offered by the Men-
dota Heights, West St. Paul and South St. Paul park and recre-
ation departments on the following Thursdays: July 17 at Cas-
cade Bay in Eagan ($19); July 24 at the Apple Valley Aquatic 
Park ($15); and July 31 at the West St. Paul Pool ($8.00). A bus 
will pick up and drop off kids at Mendota Heights and West St. 

Paul city halls and Central Square in South St. Paul. There will 
be no bus for the West St. Paul Pool trip; parents should drop 
their child off at 10:00 a.m. and pick up at 3:00 p.m. Call Men-
dota Heights at 651-452-1850, West St. Paul at  651-552-4150 
or South St. Paul at 651-306-3690.

The Lyngblomsten Foundation Golf Classic will be held on 
Monday, August 4, at Midland Hills Country Club. The 12th 
annual event will feature lunch, a best-ball scramble at 1:00 
p.m., silent auction and steak dinner. The cost is $225 and the 
registration deadline is July 18. For information, call Emily 
Seiber at 651-632-5323.

The St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce will hold its 21st 
annual Golf classic on Monday, August 18, at North Oaks Golf 
Club. The morning round includes a continental breakfast, 
18-hole scramble at 7:30 a.m. and lunch. The afternoon round 
includes lunch, golf at 12:30 p.m. and dinner. Both rounds also 
include special events and tournament giveaways. The cost is 
$175-$220. Call 651-223-5000 by August 4.

Sports Shorts Skally golf tournament set

Skally Management and Skally’s Tax Service will pres-
ent the � rst William Skally Golf Tournament on Mon-
day, August 18, for the bene� t of Open Cities Health 

Center. � e four-person scramble will begin with a shotgun 
start at 1:00 p.m. at White Eagle Golf Club in Hudson. 

The tourney is named in memory of the late William  
Skally, a longtime Grand Avenue businessman, Highland 
Park resident and avid golfer who served on the board of 
Open Cities for 13 years, six of them as chairman.

The cost is $100, which includes 18 holes of golf, practice 
balls for the range, a cart and a 6:00 p.m. banquet. Down-
load the entry form at www.golf.skallys.com. The fee for 
the banquet alone is $30. A silent auction will be held from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. For information or to donate items for 
the auction or prizes for golf, call 651-263-4080 or e-mail 
golf@skallys.com.
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Classifieds
home improvementS

*PAINTING*
Interior/Exterior. Professional 
quality work. Water damage,  
repair, plaster, handyman services, 
carpentry, enameling, windows  
and doors. 651-735-3349.

T & D ASPHALT repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, sealcoating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimate. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional exper- 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

PAINTING. SKILLFUL Painter for 
interior/exterior. Thorough prep to 
ensure great results. Color consult-
ing, plaster repair, glazing. Helen, 
651-644-0645.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

*AL'S WINDOWS-N-DOORS*
Free estimate, 100% guaranteed. 
Top of the line products. 651- 
329-2415.

JOHNNY ROCK. Sheetrock, taping 
skim coat, match textures, repair. 
Stucco/re-dash, repair. Johnny, 
651-785-5430.

HARDWOOD FLOORS RE-
NEWED. Low dust floor sanding 
and refinishing. Installation and re-
pair. Hundreds of satisfied Highland 
Park customers. Blue Canoe Wood 
Floors, 651-439-9281.

MASTER ELECTRICIAN. Service 
upgrades, Panel changeouts, 
Ceiling fans, Light fixture/Outlet re-
pair and replacement, Additions, 
Kitchens, Baths, Remodeling. 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. Ken, 
651-335-2756; www.knudsen 
electric.com; CA04222.

INTERIOR-EXTERIOR paint-
ing. Top quality. Clean. Reliable. 
Excellent references. Prompt es-
timates. Randy, 651-260-7010; 
Roger, 651-470-5020.

HOME IMPROVEMENT. Bathroom 
facelifts. Basement finishing. Tiling, 
Painting, Carpentry. Licensed. 
Insured. 612-702-0761.

MIKE FOX Painting. Interior/ 
exterior, 20 years' experience;  
free estimates; 612-282-7388; 651-
330-0572.

KITCHENS BRING people to-
gether. Projects large or small; we 
do it all. Fred, 651-771-0207.

*BROWER CONCRETE, INC.*
Residential  or Commercial. 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Steps, 
Patios, Basements, Garages, 
Pole Building Floors, Curb/Gutter; 
Colored/Stamped Concrete, 
Cultured Stone, House Fronts, 
Pillars, More. Call for a free esti-
mate. Scott, 651-755-7680.

home improvementS

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace rot-
ten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612- 
702-0761.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block; free estimates/ 
insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair. 
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys, 
walls, steps. Restoration qual-
ity work. Free estimates. Insured.  
1-888-295-3553; 651-442-9748.

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

GOODMANSON CONSTRUC-
TION. Decorative concrete spe-
cialists. Driveways, steps, walls, 
patios, walks. Call now and ask for 
Bryan Dan, Mac-Grove resident, 
651-636-4996; www.goodmanson 
construction.com.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

ARBORS, WOODEN Fences and 
Platform Decks. Call Keith, 612-
839-7655.

*WINDOWS*
Replacement windows installed, 
maintenance free, several styles. 
651-755-8766.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/ 
Insured. Professional Quality at a 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623. 
Paul.

PAINTING. Interior & Exterior. 
Includes Power wash. Highland 
References. Experienced. Reason-
able. Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
patios, walks, floors, brick/block, re-
taining walls, chimney repair/tuck-
pointing. 612-321-0842.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, 
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured; 
651-699-7077.

CONCRETE WORK: steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

home improvementS

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish trim work, basements,  
bathrooms, ceramic tile; drywall/ 
repair; reliable; 20 years; Mike 
Foster, 651-216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS/KITCHENS*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bathroom/
kitchen rehab. 612-275-9815.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con-
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling 
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431, weekdays.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

home improvementS

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. 
Your vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install,  
refinish, repair. Estimates. Residen-
tial/Commercial. 763-444-9048.

WAnteD to BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         jew-
elry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

YES, WE’RE Buying!!! Older Rugs, 
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE 
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks; 
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469. 
TOP CASH PAID.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex-
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat, 
water damage, knockdown, dry-
wall, paper hanging; free estimates; 
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in 
residential roofing. References. 
Licensed. Insured. 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting/
Repair. Wood frames/stucco, 
power washing, color matching. 
Best workmanship, price guaran-
teed; free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal, 
skim coating. Stain/varnishing, 
small wall repair. Painter Jim, 651-
698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

For SAle

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

HALOGEN TORCHIERE floor 
lamp, never used; $65 firm; 651-
291-1055.

gArAge/moving/miSc

1932 FAIRMOUNT AVE. Sat., July 
26, 8-5; Sun., July 27, 9-3. Full size 
brass bed frame; 30" bathroom 
mirror with cabinet and lite board; 
table saw, planer; boy's clothes,  
12 mo.-2T; household; nice ladies 
clothes/shoes-misc. Reader's 
Digest book collection and much 
more. 

CROCUS HILL. 808 Fairmount.  
July 17-19, Thurs.-Sat., 8-3. Multi-
home moving sale. Small appl., 
furniture, tools, lots more, priced 
to sell!

MULTI-FAMILY SALE. Toys, loft 
bed, grill. 368 Osceola Ave. So. 
(near W. 7th between Jefferson and 
Randolph Aves.) Sat., July 26, 8:00 
a.m.

MULTI-HOME front yard sale on 
Portland Avenue! Great items  
for kids and adults. Go to 1037/1045 
Portland Ave. Sat., July 19, 9-noon. 

HAULING OF unsold garage sale 
items or rubbish. Plus moving  
services. 612-390-1171.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY Sale! 
Furniture, Antiques, Tons of Toys, 
Kids' Stuff galore and much more! 
July 18-19,  Fri. 9-4 and Sat. 9-12. 
1822 Goodrich Ave., St. Paul.

MERRIAM PARK Block Sale. 
Hague Ave. between Fairview and 
Wheeler. Antiques, art, bikes, cloth-
ing (adult, children), household, 
piano, rugs, tools, toys and more. 
Sat., July 19, 9-3. No early birds!

reAl eStAte /lAnD

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

H I G H L A N D  R E A L T Y ' S 
Michael Shields is a Seller 
Representa t ive  Spec ia l is t .  
651-699-5228.

reAl eStAte WAnteD

*WE BUY HOMES FAST*
No Equity? No Problem. Fore-
closure help. We take over pay-
ments. Call Today! 612-419-5067.

WAnteD to BUY

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Aug. 6           Deadline: July 30

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festivalBetsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

continued page 36
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Service Directory
Home ServiceS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/gutter 
cleaning, power washing, 10 years' 
experience, insured, references, 
free estimates. Jeremy, SkyBlue 
Windows, 651-503-0996.

LOOKING FOR: Painting, gut-
ter cleaning, yard work, odd jobs;  
Jim, 651-698-0840.

GUTTER CLEANING and Gutter 
Screening. Since 1990. Call Mike, 
651-646-4000.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
We bag the debris; includes 
flushing gutters and unclogging 
downspouts so water flows freely. 
Cleanup/hauling. 30 years' experi-
ence. Reasonable rates. Insured. 
FREE ESTIMATES. The Gutter 
Flushers. 651-428-8249.

ROTTEN WOOD? Window sills, 
casings, & exterior wood trim  
repaired or replaced. Harmsen & 
Oberg Construction. Gary, 651-
698-3156.

WEEDING & LIGHT yard main-
tenance by the hour. Linda, 651-
227-0751.

HouSecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

RELIABLE, DEPENDABLE house-
cleaning by Kathy. $49.00 two 
hours. Call 651-488-2563.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House-
cleaning. Honest, reliable, excellent 
references; 651-293-1273.

HOUSECLEANING/CONSTRUC-
TION cleanup. Move ins/move outs. 
Basements, garages, yard work, 
windows. General household help, 
dinner party service and cleanup, 
errands. Honest, reasonable, reli-
able, excellent references! Carrie, 
612-703-6868.

HOUSECLEANING. Discount on 
first cleaning. We have satisfied 
customer references. Anna, 651-
488-7049.

OPENINGS AVAILABLE once 
again! Spic 'n Span housecleaning. 
Honest. References. Sarah, 651-
698-4645.

I'LL CLEAN your house like it was 
mine. I'll even make your windows 
shine. Call for rates and dates. 651-
222-8184; 651-238-9991.

HOUSECLEANING and more; 25 
years' experience. References. Call 
Miss Debora's Home Services, 
612-600-0256.

AUTUMN DAY Cleaning. Experi-
enced, organized, reliable, ref-
erences, supplies provided. 
Only $17/hour! Stephanie, 651- 
699-1512.

HOUSECLEANING SERVICE. 
Simply Tidy Housecleaners. Thor-
ough housecleaning for affordable 
price! 30% off on first time cleaning! 
Free estimate. Insured. Referrals 
available. 651-210-1846; www.
sthousecleaners.com. 

Home improvementS

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. An  
affordable full service company. Call 
now for best rates on exterior in '08. 
651-246-2869.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING: bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile; free esti-
mates; John, 651-772-1546; 651-
808-4055.

Home ServiceS

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

FURNITURE REFINISHING. 
Furniture repair, stripping & re-
finishing. Quality work, 32 years 
in business. Oak Plus, 612- 
724-5151.

JUNK/BRUSH hauling, cleanup. 
Prompt, courteous response. Call 
John, 651-387-2955.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
Carpentry. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

FIREPLACE REPAIR. Chimneys, 
stucco, brick & stone work; problem 
solving. Free estimates/Insured. 
Small jobs ok. 651-442-9748;  
1-888-295-3553.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

*I DO WINDOWS*
Call Chris at 651-645-1451.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. State Lic. #20581059.  
BBB Member. Troy's Decks &  
Fence, 651-210-1387.

Naturally Beautiful
Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

• Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
• Spot Repairable  • Easy Maintenance
• Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring  • Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at

Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Celebrating
Our 30th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Free Estimates

Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured
651-785-4596

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios

• Garage Slabs • Driveways
• Patterned Concrete

• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

30 Years Serving
Highland Customers

O’Connell Painting

 651690-1832

PAINTING

In t e r i o r
E x t e r i o r

612 805-5483 cell

GUTTERS
Sheridan Seamless

651-436-3000
licensed & insured

   “Leaf Proof ™

        your seamless gutters”
ROOFING TOO!

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Pella® Windows…
The best double-hung 
replacement windows 

on the market!

MN License # 20215516

Home Customizers, Inc.
(651) 690-5964

Buy 6 or more Pella® Windows
at the same time and receive a 
$100 per window rebate
         This offer good thru July 24, 2008

www.homecustomizers.com

  Dunamis Flux.com

Railings
    Newly made and repair

  (651) 434-4580

www.proteampaintingplus.com

651.917.2881

continued
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LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn and Landscaping. 
In business for over 24 years.  
Quality work and competitive 
rates. Commercial/Residential. 
Landscaping services include 
grading, sodding, decorative rock 
& wood mulch gardens. Retaining 
walls, patios, sidewalks & drive-
ways. Weekly lawn cutting, weed 
& feed. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References available upon 
request.

THE BEST Landscaping services, 
free estimates, design, tree/shrub 
& plant knowledge and installa-
tion, grading, sodding, beds & gar-
dens, paver patios/walks/drives, 
Versa-Lok retaining walls, & ponds. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping, 651- 
227-2584; bluhmbrothers.com.

T I M ’ S  G R A S S  C U T T I N G . 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE Gutter cleaning/
repair; dethatching, tree/bush ser-
vice; 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John, 
612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, 
sod, dirt. General hauling/excavat-
ing, tree trimming/removal. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Accept 
credit cards. References. Loren, 
651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Hedge trimming, mow-
ing. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Spring 
cleanups. Weekly lawn. Edging, 
hedging & more. Tree trimming/
stump removal. Reasonable. Now 
taking new contracts. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serving 
the area for over 20 years. Family 
owned & operated. 651-699-9315; 
651-442-1325.

SADOWSKI BROS. Landscaping. 
We do it all. Reasonable rates. 
No job is too big or too small. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 651- 
353-3870.

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanup. Full lawn service, gutters, 
trees & bushes; 651-690-5227.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

EXTERIOR DRAIN TILE systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

COME HOME to a Natural Oasis! 
Verbena Design and Landscaping 
creates healthy outdoor spaces 
that suit your needs. Raingardens. 
Garden Renovations. Design. Build. 
Maintain. Art Meets Ecology in your 
Back Yard. Carleen, 612-590-5199. 
www.verbenadesign.com.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Tree and 
brush removal. Yard cleanups. No 
job too small. Tom, 651-341-8353.

STONE RETAINING walls, new or 
repair. Free estimate. Insured. 651-
442-9748.

*ROCCO'S*
Twin City tree experts. Providing 
you with quality tree care at afford-
able prices. Rocco, 651-448-0141; 
Tia, 651-815-5325.

LAWN & TREE Services.  Cutting, 
Trimming & Removal. Dave, 651-
788-1693.

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

                      The Best Care Year-Round

651714-4100
David Jarecke • 15 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/ Insured

SEASONS
PAINTING

• Plaster Repairs
• Water Storm Damage

• Skim Coating
• Wallpaper Removal
• Painting of All Kinds

• Texturing of All Kinds

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

BlueCanoeWoodFloors.com

651-439-9281
wood floors

HARDWOOD
FLOOR SANDING

and refinishing

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

Residential Restoration Contractor
Small jobs to large jobs

Full coaching for those who want to attempt their 
projects themselves 

Additions, basements, bathrooms, complete remodels, 
custom shelving, decks, handyman services, kitchens 

plus complete electrical work and plumbing.

J B Contouring Inc
Phone 612.845.7330

License #20257436                              In business since 1996

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate

•Steps •Floors •Sidewalks
• Patios • Custom Work • Footings

•Stone Steps
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

Chimney
Repairs

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family-owned for
over 50 years

612-414-4612

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

PaintingContractor
established 1992

Schnitzer

2 Time

HenrySchnitzer.com
651-224-4525
2 Time

Historic Award 
Winner

Interior • Exterior

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

	 •Tree & Shrub Removal &Trimmings
	 • STUMP REMOVAL

Certified  Arborist

          651 699-7022
              “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

Roger Gatz

offiCE & grAPhiCS

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

ComPutEr/iNtErNEt

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651-
274-4072.

MACINTOSH COMPUTER trou-
bleshooting and training. New com-
puter and network set-up. Apple 
certified. Reasonable rates. 651-
690-2938.

ProfESSioNAL SErViCE

*WANTED: COMPLEX WILLS*
Highland Village neighborhood. 
Simple wills accepted too. Google 
my name: Karen E. Sletten, call 
651-340-0328, or email: karen@
slettenlaw.com.

PEt SittiNg/PEt CArE

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving care 
of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

PET SITTING in your home. Drop-
in or overnight. With references. 
Call Roseanne (c) 320-360-3715, 
roseyanna@hotmail.com.

hEALth & fitNESS

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

SEWiNg/EmbroiDEry

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL SEAMSTRESS. 
Creative! 12 years' experience. 
Kim, cell 651-233-0075; 651- 
340-0645.

ENtErtAiNmENt/muSiC

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

MIKE BOGLE JAZZTET. Solo 
Piano/Duo/Trio/Quartet. 612- 
839-3241; mikebogle.com.

PhotogrAPhy/ViDEo

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651-698-9604 or  
e-mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

TURN YOUR PRECIOUS home 
videos into DVDs! We turn any 
type of recorded video tape (old 
or new) into DVDs and even offer 
digital backups. Our Sony brand 
DVDs last a lifetime and never 
degrade in quality. $15 per DVD, 
$10 if ordering in bulk (10 DVDs 
or more). Call Maddie at 651- 
206-9080. 
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Help Wanted

FANTASTIC TUTOR for 2nd  
grader needed. 1.5 hours during 
school day, start Sept. 2; g/t,  
math, science highly preferred.  
Send letter/resume: jtrutna@ 
inkbig.com.

PERMANENT ADMINISTRATIVE/
front desk position in very busy 
Falcon Heights office. Must be pro-
ficient in Office programs, phone 
etiquette is critical. Must LOVE work-
ing with people of many cultures. 
Benefits, paid time off. Currently 
M-F, 7:30-4:30, hours may change; 
must be flexible. 651-646-7526.

situations Wanted

19-YEAR-OLD college student 
looking for summer work, 651- 
698-4685, Matt.

volunteers

FREE ARTS Minnesota. Volunteers 
needed to work with abused, ne-
glected children using art & mentor-
ship. Weekly commitment. Contact 
Krissy at 612-824-2787. www.free-
artsminnesota.org.

cHild care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE. 
Al l  ages. FT/PT openings. 
Nonsmoking, fenced yard, 35E & 
W7th area. References available. 
Kathy, 651-224-2072.

NANNY SHARE oppor tunity 
for Fall in Mac-Groveland. 651- 
797-2497 or pshah17@gmail.com 
for more information. 

EARLY START Licensed home 
daycare. Specializing in childhood 
development. Activities, field trips. 
Infant and up. Two providers. 22 
years in business. 651-690-2395.

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE mom 
has openings soon. Huge fenced 
yard in nice neighborhood, many 
great references. Sheila, 651- 
225-9626.

HealtH care provider

CAREGIVER will help seniors; their 
homes. Honest, experienced, car; 
612-588-4647.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

Music instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; my studio or your 
home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

PIANO/TROMBONE/Songwriting/
Composition. All styles. 612- 
839-3241; mikebogle.com.

GUITAR LESSONS. Suzuki/
Traditional, Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
292-4929

. piano tuning/repair

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered 
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning 
coupon. Gavinpiano.com. 

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. 
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

BALAND'S PAPAGENO Piano 
Tuning LLC. Quality tunings, great 
rates. 888-290-5107.

instruction

SUMMER TUTORING. Catch up. 
Keep up. Get ahead. Reading, 
math, writing. References. Lyn, 
651-235-1955.

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

F E LT I N G  W O R K S H O P S 
with crafter Betz White Aug. 2  
and 3. Sharpen Sewing Skills in 
Bobbin Doctor classes; sewing 
lounge.com, 835 Holly Ave., 651- 
297-0495

resuMes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

Help Wanted

CHILD CARE service needs adults  
days, evenings and vacations; $500 
week/up. Car necessary. 651- 
429-2963.

DRIVERS: CDL-A. Regional 
Dedicated. Home weekly. 401k 
after 90 days. Great benefits! Late-
model Petes & Freightliners. 6 mo. 
verifiable driving exp. Dedicated 
accounts. But ler,  WI. 800- 
999-7112; www.kreilkamp.com.

WORKERS needed for part time 
custodial work at Fort Snelling State 
Park. Ideal for Seniors. Contact 
Green View, 651-639-1913.

LIMOUSINE COMPANY seeking 
sedan drivers for limited hours on 
as needed basis. Past experience 
and CDL a plus but will train. Hours 
available are AM PM and week-
ends. 651-429-7724. 

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Dustin Hamland
651-319-3515

C
H

I L
E

EN PA IN
T
I N

G

Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

24 HOUR SERVICE

651.690.1551
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105

CONNECT WITH US
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL
A FULL SERVICE ELECTRICAL COMPANY
Safe • Prompt • Dependable

Neat • Courteous
BONDED • LICENSED • INSURED

CONNECT WITH US

SINCE 1930

651.690.4243
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

www.hageconcrete.com
Custom Design Work • Decorative Concrete

Sidewalks • Steps • Driveways
Patios • Brick • Stone • Pavers

Lifetime No-Crack Guarantee

CRACKS

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

• Parking Lots
• Sport Courts

www.arcpavinginc.com
Free Estimates

(651) 253-8474

• Parking Lots

Driveway Replacement 
Specialists “Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates • 30 yrs. Exp.

Excavation Available
612-729-1298

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 24 years

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595.

Fine Painting & 
Home Refinement
Jim & Jeanne Robbins
651-329-2660

www.finiki.com

Finiki

ShowcaSe
Home Painting

call martey for a free estimate
651-271-2418

fully insured
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Service Directory
for rent residential

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg. Underground heated parking,  
$663-$824; 651-773-3485; www. 
1480randolphseniorapartments.
com.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-698-7684. www.krc 
apartments.com.

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 2 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers conve-
nient access to work or enjoyment. 
Hidden River Falls, unique shops, 
and great restaurants are just a walk, 
jog or bicycle ride away. Off-street 
parking and garages available. Call 
to reserve your new home! 952- 
334-5365.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,450 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

1280-1299 GRAND AVE., 651-699-
3003. Beautiful, spacious 1 BR and 
Studio Apts. Quality, Value, Great 
Location. Best Living on Grand Ave. 
Free gas!

1172 RANDOLPH. Large 2 & 3  
bedrooms, air-cond., off-street 
parking; 651-698-4184; 651- 
688-8180. 

SUMMIT AVE. DUPLEX. Bright, 
spacious, upper two bedroom;  
central air, NS/NP; $1,400 plus util. 
651-699-8807.

VICTORIA/RANDOLPH. Recently 
renovated. Charming 2 bdrm. 
Victorian lower duplex. Sunny 
eat-in kitchen/wood floor. Ceramic 
bathroom. Lots of built-ins, high 
ceilings, on site laundry, newer 
carpeting. Incl. heat, water, trash. 
NP/NS. Landlords who care! $950; 
651-292-8596.

CROCUS HILL. 3 BR, S/S duplex, 
nat. woodwork., hdwd, floors, dish-
washer, attic, basement, 2 screen 
porches, fenced yard; $1,300 +; 
651-222-4327; avail. Aug. 1.

LUXURY TOWNHOMES. Great lo-
cation off W 7th. Features include 
2+ bedroom, stainless steel appli-
ances, granite countertops, maple 
cabinets, balcony and 2+ car ga-
rages. Fully furnished an option. For 
more information, call Amy at BDC 
Management Co., 612-371-0766. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

HIGHLAND. Clean, quiet, sleeping 
room; $400 month; 651-335-9609; 
651-698-0160.

THREE BDRM./2 bath. Upper/
lower duplex. Spacious. Carpeted. 
Full usable basement. W/D in-
cluded. Parking included. Great 
outdoor space! Nonsmoking. Near 
CSC/UST. On busline. $1,600. 651-
645-2234.

ONE BDRM. Large, lower duplex. 
Hardwood. Full usable basement.  
W/D included. Parking included. 
Great outdoor space! Nonsmoking. 
Near CSC/UST. On busline. $1,000.  
651-645-2234.

ONE BDRM. Upper duplex. 
Comfortable space. Carpeted. 
Parking included. Near CSC/UST. 
On busline. Nonsmoking. $650. 
651-645-2234.

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GaraGes l.l.c.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

J&R Cabinet Sales
651/485-5908
www.jandrcabinetsales.com

Amish Custom Cabinets

I
Build

GARAGES
EASY TO WORK WITH

REASONABLE RATES

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack

Jeff Menard
Landscape

                  Drainage problems?
Retaining Walls

Patios – Steps – Walks
651•436•6568

Landscape
Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

BEAKS  (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Invest
in your
Home

 Quality Lawn Care &
  Landscape Services
• Retaining Walls

• Pavers  • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning 

• Lawn Care Contracts
• Irrigation Systems

Rotten
Wood?

Gary 651-698-3156
Since 1975

window sills,
casings &
trim replaced.

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

                           Expert Climbers • Professional Service
                           Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

                           The latest in yard friendly equipment
                           Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists 

Residential
Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed &
Insured

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

Complete Tree Service L.L.C.

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Keith’s
PLAsteR
RePAiR

“the Plaster experts”

• Walls   • Ceilings
• Water Damage

• Basement Foundation Walls
• Concrete & Stucco Repair

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

for rent residential

W 7TH BRIGHT, cozy, upper 1 BR 
dup lex ,  new car pe t /pa in t ,  
office, large porch overlooks shared 
garden; heat/water paid; $725; 952- 
220-8338; 952-443-3442.

MERRIAM PARK. Large effi-
ciency apartment, $475, heated. 
References requi red. 651- 
222-2768.

1422 GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm., 2 bath 
beautiful house. Natural woodwork, 
hdwd. floors. Fabulous condition. 
2-car garage plus parking space. 
Lawn care and snow removal in-
cluded. No smoking/pets. $1,600/
month. 651-485-5313.

GRAND AVE. 1775. Secure build-
ing, 1 bdrm., 1 bath, dining area, 
large closets, dishwasher, disposal, 
carpeted, AC, $657. Avail. Aug. 1. 
Require 1-year lease. By appt. 651-
222-8554.

4XX BANFIL. Large 2 bdrm. lower  
duplex; hdwd. floors, porch, base-
ment, yard; heat/water paid, 
NS, references; $750/mo. 715- 
825-4355.

1684 JAMES, across from park, 
3 bdrms., 2 baths, large rec area 
in basement, eat-in kitchen, 
lease; $1,250 mo. plus util. 651- 
699-5432.

2 BDRM. Duplex, Sargent near 
Macalester. Natural woodwork, 
built-ins, fireplace, newer appli-
ances, dishwasher, garbage dis-
posal, your own washer/dryer. 
Trash, water included. $1,300; 651-
690-3141.

AVAILABLE AUG. 1. Large 2 bdrm. 
apartment features hdwd. floors, 
dining room, on-site laundry and 
storage room. $875 + utilities. 1528 
Iglehart Ave. Call for Steve at 612-
968-2586.

for rent CommerCial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+  
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

BLOOMINGTON EXECUTIVE 
SUITES, 7800 Metro Pkwy. Prime 
1 and 2+ person office space avail-
able immediately. Ideal for consul-
tants, psychologists, attorneys, etc. 
Located near both airports and 
MOA. From $400. Contact Judy, 
952-851-9040.

OFFICE SPACE Merriam Park, 
366 Prior Ave. N. Call Ron, 612-
386-6964.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE, sec-
ond floor, 961 Grand Ave. Great 
rate. 612-810-2281.

GRAND AVE. at 45 S. Syndicate; 
across from Kowalski's Market, re-
tail/office space, 1954 sq. ft. plus 
basement. Excellent exposure. 
Heavy traffic. Please call 651- 
699-3003.

949 GRAND, 1,100 sq. ft. office; 3  
private offices with conference area. 
Newly constructed. John, 651- 
325-5127.



St. Paul
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