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By Kevin Driscoll

Homecro�  Elementary School’s future 
appears to be set, at least for the next 
few years. St. Paul Superintendent of 

Schools Meria Carstarphen is recommending 
that it be replaced with a combination of pro-
grams, including early childhood education, a 
half-day arts program for students with emo-
tional and behavioral disabilities, and a day 
treatment program for students in grades 4-10 
who have been diagnosed with mental health 
problems.

The School Board is expected to approve the 
Homecroft plan on April 15. On March 25, a 
committee of the board voted 6-0 to give its 
tentative approval pending the introduction of 
a formal resolution. 

The School Board vote disappointed mem-
bers of the Homecroft Advisory Team, an ad 
hoc group of 21 local residents and Home croft 
parents who met over several weeks this win-
ter to recommend new programming for the 
neighborhood school. The team had recom-
mended three programs for students in kin-
dergarten through grade 8: Learning Through 
Music, Classical Education, and Environmental 
Science and Business. School district staff add-
ed several other possibilies to the mix, includ-
ing a language immersion and International 
Baccalaureate program for middle school stu-

By Jane McClure

Close to 1,000 of the  1,150 
on-street parking spaces 
on University Avenue in 

St. Paul could be lost following 
the building of the proposed 
Central Corridor light-rail line. 
� at is raising red � ags among 
the avenue’s businesses, includ-
ing some of the most ardent 
supporters of the transit project 
between the downtowns of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis. 

The extent of the on-street 
parking loss has become 
clearer as Central Corridor 
engineers incorporate such op-
tions as longer three-car train 
platforms, pedestrian crossings 
and left-turn lanes. The light-
rail line as currently designed 
eliminates about 625 on-street 
parking spaces, according to 
project staff. However, that 
number could climb to 985 de-
pending on the final design. 

“Making everything fit in 
tends to eliminate parking,” 
said St. Paul city planner Allen 
Lovejoy. 

Rick Beeson, president of 

Park Midway Bank and found-
er of the Central Corridor 
Partnership, said he was sur-
prised to learn that the park-
ing loss on St. Paul’s portion of 
the light-rail route could be so 
great. The partnership, which 
includes the Midway, St. Paul 
Area and Minneapolis cham-
bers of commerce, is one of 
the leading supporters of light 
rail on University Avenue. “We 
anticipated the loss of some 
parking in St. Paul, but not to 
this extent,” Beeson said. “I 
think there needs to be a much 
stronger dialogue between the 
business community and the 
Metropolitan Council.”

The Met Council, St. Paul 
city officials and local business 
leaders are now calling for a 
block-by-block review of the 
light-rail route in the weeks 
ahead to determine where on-
street parking can be spared. 
“We need to identify the hard-
est-hit areas and see what could 
be done to help,” said Robin 
Caufman, who is leading the 

Business leaders push 
for light-rail plan that 
saves on-street parking 

BZA seeks compromise on Life Time Fitness expansion plan

Homecroft bldg.
eyed for several
school programs

Matt Harris, 5, of Macalester-Groveland eyed the prize as he worked 
the driving range at Highland National on April 5.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

By Kevin Driscoll

Life Time Fitness has drawn up plans to 
expand its 24,000-square-foot club in 
the basement of the building at 2145 

Ford Pkwy. by 15,000 square feet to provide 
a spa, salon and other amenities for members. 
Chanhassen-based Life Time has owned the 
building that houses its Highland Village � t-
ness center since 2005, and as part of the ex-
pansion it is also hoping to open a new 2,653-
square-foot cafe on the � rst � oor. 

Life Time’s plan hinges on being granted 
a 116-space parking variance, and residents 
of the neighborhood just north of the fitness 
center turned out in force to oppose the vari-

ance at a hearing before the St. Paul Board of 
Zoning Appeals on April 7. The BZA voted 
5-2 to lay the matter over until April 21 to give 
Life Time a chance to work out a compromise 
with the neighbors.

The proposed expansion would increase 
the parking requirement for Life Time’s build-
ing to 392 spaces. The building has a 266-
space parking ramp to its east, and Life Time 
leases 10 parking spaces from the TCF Bank 
to its west. Those 276 parking spaces are just 
enough to meet the off-street parking require-
ments of the building’s tenants, which include 
a Fairview Hospitals pharmacy and clinic, a 
Wells Fargo bank and a variety of other pro-
fessional offices.

Another 12,000 of the 110,000 square feet of 
floor space in the Life Time building remains 
vacant due to the parking shortfall. That space 
has never been occupied since the building 
opened in the early 1990s, according to John 
Hardwick, a zoning engineer in the city’s De-
partment of Safety and Inspections.

Life Time presented its expansion plans at 
a meeting of the Highland District Council’s 
Community Development Committee on 
March 24. “We don’t expect a significant in-
crease in the club’s membership (currently 
4,421) after the expansion,” said Life Time ex-
ecutive vice president Eric Buss. “We’ll raise 
our revenues through the expanded services, 
but we also want to start getting a return on 

our investment in this building by renting out 
the unused space.” 

According to Buss, a survey taken on a busy 
Tuesday in December found peak parking 
ramp demand to be 206 vehicles in the morn-
ing and 213 vehicles in the evening. Life Time 
traffic consultant Michael Spack determined 
that those numbers would increase to 251 and 
258, respectively, after the expansion, or just 
short of the ramp’s capacity of 266 vehicles.

About 20 residents of the neighborhood 
just north of the Life Time building attended 
the HDC committee meeting. According to 
them, the parking ramp is never full because 
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*Annual Percentage Yield for the certificate of deposit on daily balance of
$1,000 or more. Minimum balance of $1,000 to open the certificate. Penalty
for early withdrawal. APY is accurate as of date of publication. Rates are
subject to change. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

10 Month CD Special

2.76%APY*

745 Market Street
Mendota Heights, MN55118

Phone: 651-209-4800
Fax: 651-209-4899

www.gateway-banking.comMember FDIC

Locally owned, helping small businesses and
individuals with taxes, accounting and payroll 
services in the St. Paul area for over 30 years.

Located at Dale and Larpenteur

651-488-4462

NFS FINANCIAL SERVICES
Sampair Tax & Accounting

Certified Public Accountants
Taxes • Accounting • Small Business Consultants

DOES TAX SEASON LIMIT YOUR PRODUCTIVITY?
Put Our Experienced Accountants To Work For You!

By Jane McClure

More than 200 people got a close 
look on March 29 at the city of St. 
Paul’s plan for future development 

around the seven transit stations that are be-
ing planned on University Avenue to serve 
the proposed Central Corridor light-rail line. 
Some people waited at the door for more than 
an hour before the public workshop opened. 
Once it did, a steady stream of visitors came 
to view and comment on the proposed guide-
lines for public and private investment around 
the stations at Westgate, Raymond, Fairview, 
Snelling, Lexington, Dale and Rice streets.

A city task force will begin reviewing the 
comments on April 22. The station area plans 
should be ready for review by the St. Paul 
Planning Commission in June, according to 
city planner Donna Drummond. They are 
not expected to be ready for adoption by the 
City Council until later this summer.

The station area plans are intended to re-
place the interim Central Corridor zoning 
regulations adopted by the City Council last 
June to ensure that new development along 
the planned light-rail route are compatible 
with mass transit. However, state law forbids 
interim zoning regulations to extend beyond 
a year. In the meantime, city staff have drawn 
up new zoning regulations, which will be the 
subject of a public hearing before the City 
Council at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 16. 

Like the interim regulations, the new zon-

ing regulations will address the heights and 
setbacks of new buildings, the ratio of a build-
ing’s floor area to its footprint, and the place-
ment and size of parking lots. Some new land 
uses will likely be discouraged, including auto 
sales and rentals, auto repair and service sta-
tions. Once the station area plans are adopted, 

they will supersede the new zoning regula-
tions.

Construction of the $909 million Central 
Corridor transit line is expected to begin in 
2010 if the necessary federal, state and local 
funding are committed. The first trains would 
start running in 2014.

A full-length model of University Avenue 
was displayed at the March 29 workshop 
along with copies of the seven station area 
plans. People were invited to post comments 
on the various maps and drawings. 

Some concerns were raised about the den-
sity of development that is being encouraged 
by the station area plans, the projected loss 
of on-street parking, the potential for com-
muter and customer parking and traffic on 
nearby residential streets, and the possibility 
of gridlock at the intersection of University 
and Snelling avenues. Pedestrian crossings, 
accommodations for motor-vehicle traffic or 
the lack thereof, and possible hindrances for 
emergency vehicles were also mentioned.

St. Paul Fire Marshal Steve Zaccard was 
among a group of Fire Department officials 
who viewed the light-rail plans. Fire Station 
18 at 681 University Ave., Station 20 at 2179 
University Ave. and the new Station 8 at 65 
E. 10th St. would all be affected by the trains. 
When returning from calls, fire trucks and 
ambulances have to back into the bays at the 
two fire stations on University. Although fire 
trucks will have the capacity to stop trains 
when necessary, the long-range need is to 
replace the older stations, according to Zac-
card.

St. Paul residents and business people may 
continue to comment on the station area 
plans. For more information, visit the city’s 
website at www.stpaul.gov where the plans are 
expected to be posted soon.

City unveils redevelopment plan for light-rail station areas

Marc Anders (in orange) and Melanie Booshley (right) survey a model of the city of St. 
Paul’s redevelopment plan along the Central Corridor light-rail route.  photos by anne brandrud

Met Council’s public outreach efforts on the 
Central Corridor.

“We have to realize that in many cases, even 
just one or two parking spots can be very im-
portant to a small business,” said Karri Plow-
man of the Central Corridor Partnership. 

The Midway Chamber was working on the 
expected parking loss even before the new es-
timates were released, according to its presi-
dent, Lori Fritts. However, she and Beeson 
noted, much about the design of the future 
right-of-way was not known until the engi-
neering work began this year. 

The Midway Chamber would like Cen-
tral Corridor planners to take a closer look 
at which features are and are not mandatory, 
Fritts said. “We know we won’t be able to re-
solve everyone’s problems, but we’d like to 
save as much on-street parking as we can,” she 
said. 

Businesses located near the planned light-
rail stations are especially concerned. The sta-
tion platforms would be built in the middle 
of the roadway, but their width will effectively 
eliminate parking along both sides of the 
street. 

“If I lose my on-street parking and no other 
spaces are provided for my customers, I’ll 
have to move,” said Ahvo Taipale, who has op-
erated the Finn Sisu ski shop at Fairview and 
University avenues for the past 30 years. “St. 
Paul has been very good to me, but my days 
here are numbered if I don’t have parking. My 
customers are destination customers. If there 
is no street parking, where do they go?”

The loss of on-street parking, coupled with 
rising property taxes, “is giving us the mes-

sage that they want us out of here,” said Tom 
Stranksy, owner of Midway Used and Rare 
Books at Snelling and University and a vo-
cal opponent of the Central Corridor project. 
Business owners at University and Snelling 
have lobbied for more parking for 20 years, 
according to him. “If they give the businesses 
nothing,” he said, “this is just going to become 
a drive-though area.”

Ultan Duggan, former owner of a Univer
sity Avenue shoe store who still owns com-
mercial property on the street, was not sur-
prised by the projections for lost parking. He 
was involved in the Central Corridor studies 
of the 1980s and early 1990s, and he recalled 
that a  1991 proposal to place the light-rail line 
down the center of I-94 was driven in part by 
concerns about parking along University.

“In those years we were told that we’d go 
from about 1,400 on-street parking spaces to 
less than 400,” Duggan said.

Vatou Her, who operates an insurance 
agency on University just west of Avon, served 
on the city task force that drafted the Central 
Corridor Development Strategy. Although 
the loss of on-street parking was discussed, he 
said, “we didn’t know it could be this much.”

Hai Truong has a bus stop directly in front 
of his Ngon Vietnamese Bistro on University 
just east of Avon, so he leases off-street park-
ing spaces in a nearby lot for his customers. 
“A lot of businesses are concerned about park-
ing,” said Truong, who has been following the 
issue through his participation in the newly 
formed University Avenue Business Associa-
tion. He would like the city to work with local 
businesses to arrange more shared parking, as 
Minneapolis did for businesses in the Lyndale 
Avenue and Lake Street shopping district.

Small businesses, especially new and mi-
nority-owned businesses, are going to need 
help weathering the building of the Central 
Corridor line, local business leaders say. The 
Aurora-St. Anthony Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corporation already has a student 
intern working with businesses on parking is-
sues. “We know if customers can’t find a place 
to park, they’re going to drive to a place that 

has parking,” said Nietta Presley, director of 
the Aurora-St. Anthony NDC.

Jeff Patterson of Colliers Turley Martinson 
Tucker, the consulting firm that performed a 
Central Corridor market analysis for the city 
of St. Paul, has long argued for the building of 
parking ramps for commuters as well as busi-
nesses along the transit line. “You can’t build 
the level of density we’re talking about with-
out some structured parking,” he said.

The Central Corridor Development Strat-
egy advocates planning for future parking 
needs. However, finding the money for new 
off-street parking is another matter. The Met 
Council has budgeted $32 million to mitigate 
problems that arise from the building of the 
11-mile transit line, but much of that money 
is being eyed to address the traffic problems 
that result from running the trains at grade 
on Washington Avenue on the University of 
Minnesota’s East Bank campus.

The city of St. Paul has no grant or loan 
program dedicated to neighborhood parking 
issues. The last such program, Places to Park, 
ran out of money more than a decade ago. The 
city has paid for parking improvements in 
the past through special assessments on ben-
efitting businesses. However, assessments are 
never popular, and any new commercial lots 
encroaching on adjacent residential neigh-
borhoods are also likely to be frowned on.

Without new off-street parking for Univer-
sity businesses, customers will likely look to 
nearby residential streets to park their cars. 
That, in addition to the potential for commut-
er cars clogging neighborhood streets, greatly 
concerned Hamline-Midway and Frogtown 
residents who attended a recent station area 
planning meeting.

A model of University Avenue in the era of 
light rail with local commercial property 
owner Ultan Duggan in the foreground.

�b central corridor
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Premier Address
2219 St. Clair: You'll love this gra-
cious remodel w/5 BRs, 4 baths & 
3,400 sq. ft. Luxurious master suite, 
state-of-the-art kitchen/FR, more. 
SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $875,000

Dayton Delight
2096 Dayton: Wonderful 3-BR, 1-
bath 2-story with gorgeous wdwk., 
main floor sunroom & den, inviting 
front porch, bonus 2nd floor porch & 
huge backyard.SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $339,900

Convenient Crocus Condo
455 Dayton #306: Don't miss this 
comfortable top floor 2-BR, 2-bath 
condo in established bldg. Heated 
underground pkg., elevator, central 
AC. Walk to bus. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $199,900

Town & Country!
1287 Dunberry Lane, Eagan: Lovely 
3+ BR, 4-bath traditional redwood-
sided salt-box on .43 wooded acres. 
Granite & stainless kit., great up-
dates. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $425,000

Available April 14th
2116 Fairmount Ave.: Stunning 3+ 
BR, 2 bath, 2,400 sq. ft. Prairie Style 
home. Newer kitchen w/eat-in nook, 
fabulous new bath, 2 huge sunrooms 
(4th BR). Great architecture.

651 485-0104 $469,900

Como Park Charmer
1390 Sheldon St.: You'll love this dar-
ling 2+BR, 2-bath stucco bungalow 
w/3 finished levels, FP, front sunroom 
& back porch just a block to the park. 
Great location, updates & space.

651 485-0104 $229,900

Stunning Townhome
376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey 
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck, 
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car 
gar. w/storage loft.

651 225-3921 $474,900

Architecturally Beautiful
1700 Lexington Ave. S. #211: Stun-
ning condo w/spectacular views. 
Fabulous open spaces, great for 
family living & entertaining. 3,750 fin. 
sq. ft., 2 BRs, 3 baths, 2 gar. stalls.

651 225-3921 $559,000

Premier Sunfish Lake
7 Sunfish Lane: Prairie Style home 
with a spectacular setting, below-
ground pool, tennis court, excep-
tional quality throughout, fabulous 
buy! www.MaryGallivan.com

651 225-3921 $895,000

Brand New Listing!
2090 Stanford Ave.: Beautiful 4-BR, 
2-bath home with natural woodwork, 
finished LL & space for expansion on 
the 3rd floor. Great value!

651 225-3923 $389,000

Business Opportunity!
One of the most well known buildings 
on Grand Avenue! 3 units, strong 
rental history and 8 off-street parking 
spaces... virtual tour at:
www.BradPalecek.com

651 225-3923 $535,000

Brand New Listing!
100 North Howell: Premier Merriam 
Park neighborhood! Recently reno-
vated 3-BR home with new kitchen 
and lots of original character. Virual 
tour at: www.BradPalecek.com

651 225-3923 $315,000

Deep Lot to River Rd.
This spacious 4-BR walkout features 
an open floor plan on main level 
as well as a new kitchen. Updates 
include 3 new tile baths and LL FR 
carpet.

651 225-3935 $469,900

Porch and Patio
Hardwood floors add to the classic 
feel of this 3-BR home with large 
dining room, fireplace and eat-in 
kitchen. Master bedroom has large 
walk-in closet.

651 225-3935 $259,900

New Price – New Kitchen
Enjoy this newly remodeled 2-BR 
condo in Wilder Park. Includes new 
carpet, new kitchen, underground 
parking, amenities and great views.

651 225-3935 $127,900

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

651698-2434

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.

651224-4321www.edinarealty.com           Your Home for Homes MLS

Magical River Views
Panoramic views of both skylines & 
river valley from this glorious bluff-
top 1 level home on .66 acres. Circu-
lar driveway, impressive marble foyer, 
gourmet kit. & 5,100 sq. ft.

651 225-3903 $1,050,000

Clarence Johnston
Magnificent brick 3-story w/car-
riage house. Full of beautiful wdwk. 
& built-ins, 3 FPs, elegant entertain-
ing spaces, new kit., 5 BRs, 3rd floor 
apt., porches, mint! 483 Ashland.

651 225-3903 $975,000

Historic Setting
Enchanting Victorian w/wrought iron 
fence steeped in history on Maiden 
Lane. Tree-top master suite, attached 
2-car garage, elegant updated inte-
rior. 3,000+ sq. ft. 132 Nina.

651 225-3903 $775,000

Premiere Duplex
681 Lincoln: Prime Crocus location 
and superb rental area. Gorgeous 
Victorian w/3 BRs, dramatic owner's 
apt. on 2nd & 3rd floors, perfect for 
owner occupant or single family.

651 225-3903 $549,900

Beautiful Cottage!
Much more than meets the eye. Up-
dated home in move-in condition! 
Come inside this impeccable 4-BR, 
3-bath, 2,500+ sq. ft. home to appre-
ciate all it has to offer. 619 Fairview.

651 225-3920 $479,900

Merriam Park Beauty
1955 Portland Ave.: Walk to St. 
Thomas, Grand Ave., & river from 
gracious Merriam Park classic. Gor-
geous oak wdwk., leaded glass built-
ins, main den. Huge kit., 3 BRs.

651 690-8408 $379,900

Romantic Bungalow
Adorable 4-BR, 2-bath home in the 
heart of Mac Groveland! Gorgeous 
oak wdwk., floors & DR hutches, 
brick FP, lovely sunroom overlooking 
huge deck and yard. LL FR + bath.

651 690-8408 $324,900

Luxury Condo
442 Summit Ave. #4: Turn-of-the-
century, balcony over Summit! 
Stunning Clarence H. Johnston built 
w/hdwd. floors, updated kitchen & 
bath, high ceilings & sunlit rooms.

651 481-6710 $339,900

Are you fun and colorful?
This 2005-built sunny townhome is 
located in hip District del Sol across 
from Downtown St. Paul! 3 BRs, 2 
baths, 2-car garage. 566 State St. 
#C. www.kevinandpaige.com

651 225-3995 $230,000

The best of the west...
Spacious Cherokee Park duplex. 3+ 
BRs each unit. New 2-car garage 
with loft. Owner-occupied for 40+ 
years. Walk to the park! 715 Ottawa.
www.kevinandpaige.com

651 225-3995 $299,000

Sarah Wilkey

Phyllis Salmen Phyllis SalmenPhyllis Salmen

Mary Hardy

Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey

The Pihlstroms

Sarah Wilkey

Sarah Wilkey

Bobbie Benno

Andy Grover
Brad Palecek

Brad Palecek Brad Palecek

Mary Hardy Mary Hardy

Bobbie Benno

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Mary Gallivan Mary Gallivan Mary Gallivan

Mary Hardy

Kevin & Paige 
Kahle

Kevin & Paige 
KahleCarol Abbott

NEW LIST

NEW LIST

NEW LIST

Life Time customers are parking on the street 
in front of their Pinehurst Avenue homes. 
Parking without a residential permit is lim-
ited to two hours between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m. on the two blocks of Pinehurst between 
Cleveland and Cretin avenues. However, the 
parking restrictions are rarely enforced, ac-
cording to residents. 

Parking in the Life Time ramp costs $2.00 
for the first half hour and $1.00 for each ad-
ditional half hour up to a maximum of $19 
per day. However, fitness center members can 
park free in the ramp for up to 21/2 hours at 

a time, according to Buss. He said every new 
member is apprised of the free parking when 
they join the fitness center. 

Most of the building’s other tenants vali-
date a minimum of 30 minutes of ramp park-
ing, according to Life Time spokesman Kent 
Wipf. Wells Fargo offers 30-minute parking 
coupons to customers, and the Fairview clinic 
validates all patient parking, he said.

Problems with parking and traffic conges-
tion, speeding cars, graffiti and other vandal-
ism have worsened in recent years along Pine-
hurst and in the alley between Pinehurst and 
Ford Parkway, according to Kevin Mencke, a 
local homeowner. He and 21 of his neighbors 

turned out on April 2 to discuss their opposi-
tion to the parking variance and possible so-
lutions to the traffic problems with staff from 
the St. Paul Department of Public Works.

The HDC Committee voted 7-2 to support 
the parking variance on the condition that 
Life Time takes additional steps to inform 
club members of the free parking and regu-
larly communicates with the neighborhood 
regarding the parking situation.

Hardwick said he would recommend that 
the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the 
parking variance with those two conditions 
and the additional requirement that Life Time 
provide a bike rack or bike lockers inside or in 

front of the ramp.
Prior to the BZA hearing, Buss agreed to 

restore a sign at the parking ramp entrance 
informing Life Time members of the free 
parking and to urge all current members to 
use the ramp. He said he would also “appoint 
a person or two to keep the neighbors up to 
date on what’s happening.”

Life Time Fitness operates 72 fitness centers 
in 21 states, including 25 in Minnesota. The 
Highland Village center was the corporation’s 
fifth, opening in 1995. Many of Life Time’s fit-
ness centers now have spas or salons that of-
fer skin, hair and nail services in addition to 
massage.

�b life time fitness
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We invite you to visit
 a local legacy.

Artisan Luxury Bags and Accessories
~Made in St. Paul~

Since 1905
Original Manufacturers of Gokey’s Bags

Main Retail Showroom and Headquarters:
678 West Seventh St, St Paul, MN 55102

651-222-7359    www.jwhulmeco.com

TOP PRICES PAID FOR ...
U.S. • FOREIGN • ANCIENT

Coins  •  Currency  •  Proof sets

GOLD  •  SILVER  •  PLATINUM
Bars • Coins • Scrap • Jewelry• Dental

Investment & Estate Counseling  •  Appraisal Services
Member ... ANA, CSNS, PCGS, NGC

Bank & Trade References Furnished on Request 

GROVE COIN & INVESTMENT CO.
TAMARACK VILLAGE CENTER, RADIO DRIVE AT I-94, WOODBURY

Conviently located in Collectors Gallery next to Old Navy  -  plenty of Free Parking

(651) 738-8352 • (800) 878-7868

COINS, GOLD & SILVER WANTED

Paul C. Runze - Professional Numismatist

Serving Collectors and Investors since 1962

On the web at ... GROVECOIN.COM

Preschool Teacher Needed
20-25 hours weekly

Degree & Experience Preferred
Enthusiasm, Creativity &

Self Motivation also preferred!
651-451-2763

Send resume:
loismusicycn@aol.com

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
700 S. Snelling Ave.

By Jane McClure

Mississippi Market is moving its origi-
nal store in Highland Park closer 
to its namesake. The St. Paul food 

co-operative announced on April 2 that it has 
signed a purchase agreement for land at the 
Victoria Park development overlooking the 
Mississippi River. The site is just south of the 
Sholom Community Alliance’s new campus 
at West 7th Street and Otto Avenue.

The announcement brings to an end a more 
than two-year search for a new location for the 
co-op’s Highland Park store at Randolph and 
Fairview avenues. The co-op also operates a 
store at Selby Avenue and Dale Street.

“We’re very excited to be moving to Vic-
toria Park,” said Mississippi Market general 
manager Gail Graham. “It provides us with 
an opportunity to continue to meet the needs 
of our existing members and other shoppers 
and to expand the marketplace for the locally 
grown foods that are so important to the vital-
ity of our community.”

The new store will be similar in size to the 
Selby-Dale store and almost twice as large as 
the Randolph Avenue one. Plans call for a 
7,100-square-foot store, 3,000 square feet of 
office space, a parking lot and space for future 
expansion on the 1.2-acre site. 

The construction project has an estimated 
cost of $5 million. Graham said the co-op will 
be raising funds in the months ahead for the 
project. “We will look at every and any fund-

ing source,” she said. That includes city assis-
tance of some type. No construction timeline 
has been set.

The building that houses the Randolph 
Avenue store was sold by Mississippi Market 
to St. Paul Academy and Summit School five 
years ago to raise needed capital and accom-
modate that school’s plans for future expan-
sion. Mississippi Market has been leasing 
back the space from SPA ever since and will 
continue to do so until 2009 or until the new 
store is built.

Mississippi Market had studied several po-
tential new locations in recent years, includ-
ing the former Walgreens building on Snel-
ling Avenue south of Randolph. The co-op 
had been discussing the Victoria Park site 
with Brighton Development Corporation and 
the West 7th/Fort Road Federation for the 
past several months. 

Brighton and the federation have been 
working for many years to develop the for-
mer tank farm property into a new residential 
neighborhood. Federation leaders and Brigh-
ton officials hope that the new store, coupled 
with the Sholom campus, will give the rest of 
the project a needed boost.

“We’re totally delighted,” said Linda Don-
aldson of Brighton. “We think Mississippi 
Market contributes a good deal to the overall 
community and to our plans to keep the de-
velopment moving ahead.”

Federation board president Ken Peterson 
said that having Mississippi Market come to 

Victoria Park is exciting news for the West 
End neighborhood. During a debate last year 
over the possibility of a discount ALDI gro-
cery store coming to the neighborhood, some 
residents said they would much rather have a 
food co-op.

City Council member Dave Thune, whose 
Ward 2 encompasses the West End neighbor-
hood, said he is hopeful that the co-op will be 
just the shot in the arm that Victoria Park needs. 
“I’m tickled to hear they’re coming to the West 
End,” he said. “Having the co-op nearby will 
be another selling point for prospective home- 
owners.”

Victoria Park has been on the drawing 
board for years, but has been slow to be de-
veloped, first due to legal issues surrounding 
pollution remediation and more recently by 
the soft housing market. 

Mississippi Market will be situated on a 
portion of the Victoria Park site that had 
originally been planned for mixed-use devel-
opment, said federation director Ed Johnson. 

That may require a variance from the city. The 
project will also be subject to a site plan re-
view by city staff.

Mississippi Market has been operating 
since 1979, first on St. Clair Avenue in Macal-
ester-Groveland and for the past 17 years on 
Randolph Avenue in Highland Park. It is the 
last food remaining food co-op in St. Paul.

Mississippi Market opened its second lo-
cation at Selby and Dale in 1999, but delays 
in construction and higher-than-anticipated 
costs became a financial drag on the member-
owned organization. The higher construction 
costs were caused by unstable soil, the build-
ing’s “green” design and the city’s insistence on 
a two-story building for that corner. 

In 2000 the city loaned the co-op $112,000. 
The loan was supplemented by $185,000 
raised by members. Mississippi Market has 
continued to grow since then. The co-op had 
about 3,600 members in 2000 and now has 
more than 8,500. Last year’s sales passed the 
$12 million mark.

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council has thrown 
cold Scotch and water on pending state 
legislation that, if passed, would allow 

some Minnesota cities to permit bars to stay 
open until 4:00 a.m. during this fall’s Repub-
lican National Convention. The council’s op-
position to the extended closing time, which 
passed 4-3 on April 2, will be forwarded to the 
Minnesota Legislature. State lawmakers could 
vote on the closing-time extension as early as 
this week.

Ward 5 City Council member Lee Helgen, 
who brought in the resolution opposing the 
extension, said the state law as written pro-
vides no money for additional law enforce-
ment costs that could result from extended  
bar hours. He said those additional costs could 

run as high as $500,000 in St. Paul.
Helgen noted that state legislators also do 

not get the complaints that local elected of-
ficials do about problems associated with 
bar patrons. “They don’t have to deal with 
the families who call about what’s going on 
in their neighborhood,” said Helgen, who has 
dealt with several violent bar-related incidents 
in his ward.

Ward 2 council member Dave Thune said 
the extended hours would mostly affect his 
ward, which includes downtown, the West 
End and the east end of Grand Avenue. “I’ve 
got 8,000 people who live downtown who 
don’t want a bunch of Republican lobbyists 
puking in the streets,” he said. “There’s noth-
ing good about this thing.”

Council members Melvin Carter III, Russ 
Stark and Thune joined Helgen in voting for 

the resolution opposing the extended clos-
ing time. Dan Bostrom, Pat Harris and Kathy 
Lantry voted against it. Bostrom and Lantry 
said they wanted to lay the matter over for 
more discussion. Harris said he was con-
cerned about St. Paul having more limited bar 
hours if surrounding cities extend theirs. 

State law currently requires bars to close by 
1:00 a.m., but does allow for 2:00 a.m. closings 
for those that are issued special city licenses. 
The pending state law would allow licensed 
liquor establishments within 10 miles of the 
Xcel Energy Center to stay open until 4:00 
a.m. The extended closing period would 
run from August 29 to September 8. The  
Republican National Convention will be held 
at the Xcel from September 1-4.

The extension has not been discussed dur-
ing convention planning, nor was it sought by 

the RNC Committee. State lawmakers behind 
the measure reportedly have not even com-
municated with cities to discuss it. “Clearly 
they’re not caring how we feel about it,” Lantry 
said.

Lack of communication is also a concern 
of St. Paul bar owners. Dan O’Gara, owner of 
O’Gara’s Bar and Grill and president of the 
Minnesota Licensed Beverage Association, 
said St. Paul bar owners did not know the 
issue would be on the City Council’s April 2 
agenda until just before the meeting. “You’d 
think they’d want to talk to us,” he said.

O’Gara said the statewide hospitality group 
has not taken a position on the extended 
hours because there is no agreement among 
members. The St. Paul Area Chamber of 
Commerce has come out in favor of the 4:00 
a.m. closing.

Council opposes law to allow 4:00 a.m. bar closings during convention

A drawing of the proposed Mississippi Market on West 7th Street near Otto Avenue.

Mississippi Market announces plan 
to open new co-op at Victoria Park
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dents and a K-8 program that combined core 
subjects with athletics and the arts. 

The advisory team supported all of the op-
tions that kept Homecroft as an elementary 
or middle school. Advisory team members 
Charrie Willis, Bill Rosenbloom and Fred 
Haeusler referred to the superintendent’s rec-
ommendation as a “quick fix” that lacked vi-
sion and failed to take advantage of the growth 
in population they foresee in Highland Park 
due to the proposed redevelopment of the 
nearby Ford Motor Company plant. They 
encouraged the School Board to concentrate 
on ways to attract new students rather than 
focusing on which facilities to close due to de-
clining enrollment.

The Early Learning Center proposed for 
Homecroft would serve up to 120 students 
and their parents each day. It would include 
Early Childhood and Family Education and 
Early Childhood Special Education class-
rooms, other pre-kindergarten classrooms as 
well as offices and a library for programs serv-
ing children from birth to age 5.

The arts lab proposed for Homecroft would 
serve up to 50 students a day. They would 
be bused to Homecroft from throughout the 
district for half-day sessions in poetry, dance, 
music and other arts. 

The proposed Rivereast Day Treatment 
Program would serve up to 48 students a day 
in grades 4-10 who, because of emotional dis-
abilities or mental health issues, are not ready 
for full-time study in a regular classroom.

The early childhood programs would be 
located in the western half of the Homecroft 
building, and the Lab and the Rivereast pro-
gram would be located in the eastern half, ac-
cording to school district spokesperson Brett 
Johnson. 

Carstarphen said that “as the Early Learn-
ing Center grows, we plan to be looking at 
possibilities for future elementary programs 

at Homecroft as well. But that will have to wait 
until this plan takes hold. I really see this as an 
opportunity to build a sound foundation for 
Homecroft’s future.”

Carstarphen thanked the advisory team for 
their work, but said that her recommendation 
for Homecroft “is the only really viable option 
now. We’ll be applying for a $3 million grant 
over three years to start some sort of elemen-
tary program there, but the money isn’t avail-
able now.”

Nancy Stachel, the school district’s deputy 
chief academic officer for elementary educa-
tion, said Carstarphen’s plan “is the only op-
tion that saves St. Paul taxpayers money—ap-
proximately $179,600 per year.” The other 
options would each have cost the district be-
tween $500,000 and $600,000 annually, she 
said. “Given the current budget deficit and 
declining enrollment, we just can’t sustain any 
of them while we wait for them to grow,” Sta-
chel said. 

The St. Paul Public Schools is facing a $10 
million deficit for the coming school year in a 
budget of about $600 million. About $8 mil-
lion of the shortfall is due to the loss of 1,300 
students districtwide and the resulting loss in 
state per-pupil aid. Enrollment declines are a 
statewide phenomenon, according to Stachel, 
the result of steadily declining birth rates and 
the growing popularity of charter schools.

“I think (the superintendent’s plan for 
Homecroft) is a good compromise,” said 
Karen Woodward, a private consultant from 
Highland Park who was hired by the school 
district as a faciltator for the Homecroft Ad-
visory Team. The mood of the team at its 
March 19 meeting was one of “frustration 
with the district and not much willingness to 
compromise,” she said. “Some accused me of 
misleading them through the whole process. I 
just think that something in the building, es-
pecially of this quality, is better than shutting 
it down altogether.”

�b homecroft school

By Jane McClure

Call it the shrinking expansion project. 
The University of St. Thomas’ latest 
proposal to remodel Sitzmann Hall at 

the northeast corner of Cleveland and Sum-
mit avenues has been reduced from about 
6,800 to 4,100 square feet. The West Sum-
mit Neighborhood Advisory Committee  
(WSNAC) got its first look at the plans on 
April 1 and was scheduled to discuss the pro-
posal again on April 8. A recommendation is 
expected in May or June.

Sitzmann is a former single-family house 
that has been owned by St. Thomas and used 
for a variety of purposes for the last 60 years. 
It has housed the university’s Catholic Studies 
program since 2003. Last fall, school officials 
and Anderson Dale Architects unveiled plans 
to build an 843-square-foot carriage house-
style garage off the alley behind Sitzmann 
and to connect the two buildings with 6,000 
square feet of underground space. That $3 
million plan drew the opposition of neighbors 
and WSNAC members who said it was too 
massive and would set a precedent for future 
St. Thomas expansion.

The new plan calls for renovating the in-
terior of the converted mansion and add-
ing about 4,100 square feet at the building’s 
northeast corner. The addition would match 
Sitzmann’s existing height and brick exterior. 
It would have one level below ground and 
three above.

A building permit would have to be ap-
proved by the St. Paul Heritage Preservation 
Commission, since Sitzmann lies within the 
Summit Avenue West Historic District. The 
project would also need site plan approval by 
city staff. Any variances would need approv-
al by the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals. 
The District 13 Community Council’s Land 

Use Committee will also review the plan this 
spring.

Doug Hennes, vice president of university 
relations, said if the decision is made to go 
ahead with an addition, construction would 
not start for at least a year.

Don Briel, director of Catholic Studies, said 
the revised plan will meet the space needs 
of the growing program, which is the fourth 
most popular major at St. Thomas. There are 
214 undergraduate and 85 graduate students 
enrolled in the program. The addition would 
mainly provide office, meeting, chapel and 
storage space, with most classes still held on 
the main campus.

WSNAC member Joel Clemmer stated 
at the April 1 meeting that it still felt like St. 
Thomas was “cramming the bucket full with 
program space.” However, he and others in-
dicated that the addition was preferable to the 
previous proposal for the underground space 
and carriage house.

Neighbor Joe Reid asked if St. Thomas 
had looked at moving Catholic Studies out of 
Sitzmann Hall. Hennes said building an addi-
tion to Roach Hall on the main campus was 
considered, but was dropped due to lack of 
space.

What is expected to tip WSNAC and 
neighborhood support for the new plan is 
if St. Thomas commits to no further expan-
sion east of Cleveland. That request, made 
by Summit Avenue Residential Preserva-
tion Association (SARPA) representative Jim  
Toscano, will be reviewed by university ad-
ministrators. 

Though Sitzmann is within the St. Thomas 
campus boundaries, there is a long-standing 
controversy as to whether or not it should be 
allowed to expand. SARPA threatened legal 
action last fall had St. Thomas proceeded with 
its original plans for the building.

St. Thomas scales back expansion 
plan for Sitzmann Hall on Summit
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By Jane McClure

After months of debate, the District 13 
Community Council that represents 
the Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline 

and Lexington-Hamline neighborhoods an-
nounced last week that it will now be called 
the Union Park District Council.

Choosing a new name was one of many de-
tails that had to be hammered out after the St. 
Paul City Council ordered the three neighbor-
hood councils that previously made up Dis-
trict 13 to merge in 2006. The Merriam Park, 
Snelling-Hamline and Lexington-Hamline 
community councils spent the first half of last 
year restructuring. The new group used the 
Merriam Park council’s legal nonprofit sta-
tus and bylaws, the Snelling-Hamline council 
dissolved and the Lexington-Hamline board 
decided to continue to operate as a separate 
neighborhood association. 

Little and Company of Minneapolis donat-
ed its marketing services to help the merged 
council select the new name. Union Park won 
on a split voice vote. The name will incorpo-
rate the slogan “Many neighborhoods—one 
community” to reflect the three neighbor-

hoods that make up the district. A new logo 
is expected to be developed soon.

Some board members said the Union 
Park name would not have any mean-
ing to most local residents. “It sounds like  
someplace else,” said board member Digby 
Willard. Others said they favored the name 
because it reflects the union of the three coun-
cils. Board member Shirley Reider said she 
liked the name for its historic connotations.

Union Park once referred to an area near 
University and Prior avenues that was home 
to a short-lived amusement park and stock-
yards. “It’s one of those names that have been 
lost over time,” said St. Paul historian Jim 
Sazevich. 

Union Park became part of St. Paul in the 
late 1800s. The residential part of the neigh-
borhood is now know as Iris Park. The area 
surrounding the artificial lake and fountain 
that still remain are labeled in postcards from 
the late 19th century as both Iris Park and 
Union Park. (The lake was always known as 
Lake Iris.)

The neighborhood’s location along sev-
eral railroad lines made it attractive to early  
homeowners, Sazevich said. A train depot 

near Prior Avenue served the Merriam Park 
neighborhood to the south as well as Union 
Park.

In his book The Street Where You Live, Don 
Empson wrote that Union Park had an amuse-
ment park with a dance pavilion, observation 
tower, merry-go-round, bowling alley and re-
freshment stand. Twin Cities residents could 
take the train to the park for 15 cents, round 
trip. Park admission was a quarter for adults 
and a dime for children.

The area bordered by Prior, University, 
Fairview and St. Anthony avenues was sub-
divided into residential lots in 1884. A police 
station, which is still in use as a commercial 
building, was built the following year.

To the west of Prior, the neighborhood took 
on an altogether different character with rail-
yards, horse-traders, a rendering plant, a glue 
factory and other livestock-related businesses, 
including the Union Stockyards.

The story of how the region’s stockyards 
evolved is found in a Macalester College 
student research paper, “Meat and Men in  
Minnesota.” Written by Charles Edward Bot-
temiller in 1956, the paper describes how St. 
Paul, Minneapolis and other cities in the state 

vied to become home to the region’s largest 
stockyards. In the 1880s, attracting a large 
stockyard was seen as a coup for a city because 
of their good-paying jobs. It also meant hav-
ing a ready supply of meat.

“St. Paul felt it should have stockyards  
because of its transportation facilities,” wrote 
Bottemiller. “St. Paul was the rail center for 
the Northwest and had direct routes to all ma-
jor cities and markets of the Middle West.”

However, in 1886 investors purchased land 
in South St. Paul and made plans to build the 
new St. Paul Union Stockyards there. Cheap, 
plentiful land along the Mississippi River was 
a factor, as was the feeling that Midway area 
property owners were being less than accom-
modating.

According to historian David Lanegran, 
the developers of South St. Anthony Park, 
which was near the stockyards in Union Park, 
were not sad to see the larger stockyards go to 
South St. Paul. Some of the livestock-related 
businesses in the area did hang on well into 
the 20th century. The last remaining building 
in the Union Park area that still had a door 
marked for loading and unloading cattle was 
torn down several years ago.

By Jane McClure

The future energy needs of Rock-Tenn’s 
Midway paper recycling plant and 
what fuel would be most appropriate 

for powering it dominated the discussion at 
St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman’s neighbor-
hood forum on March 27 at Macalester Col-
lege. Coleman told the gathering of more than 
100 that he understands the concerns about 
emissions from a proposed incinerator at 
Rock-Tenn as well as the fears of losing 500 
good-paying jobs if Minnesota’s largest paper 
recycler should close.

Coleman said he has not decided which 
fuel to support for Rock-Tenn. However, he 
added, that decision will “be based on facts, 
not fear.” He urged people to follow the dis-
cussions of the Rock-Tenn Community Ad-
visory Panel set up last year by the Minnesota 

Legislature to study various energy technolo-
gies, including the burning of natural gas, bio-
mass, refuse-derived fuel (RDF) and methane 
produced from animal waste.

Rock-Tenn is currently using an older boil-
er system powered by fuel oil to generate the 
energy it needs to recycle paper. Last year the 
plant lost its longtime source of steam power 
when Xcel Energy replaced its coal-fired High 
Bridge Plant with a natural gas-powered plant 
that does not have the capacity to generate 
steam.

The Rock-Tenn advisory panel is sched-
uled to make its recommendation on a new 
power source for the Midway plant in June. 
On March 31 it heard a presentation on RDF 
from retired Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) engineer Peter Torkelson 
and Zack Hansen, solid waste program man-
ager for Ramsey County. 

RDF, which is processed from municipal 
solid waste, is the most controversial of the 
fuels under consideration for Rock-Tenn, al-
though local residents have also objected to 
the burning of such biomass as wood, agricul-

tural crops and other organic waste.
If RDF is burned at Rock-Tenn, it would 

most likely come from the Newport process-
ing plant, which was built in the 1980s by 
Ramsey and Washington counties as an alter-
native to burying solid waste in landfills where 
it can contaminate soil and groundwater. The 
Newport plant is now owned by a private firm 
that produces RDF for various power plants 
in the region. 

Garbage haulers dump their loads at the 

Newport plant. The bulky items are removed 
first, including appliances, tires, carpet, pro-
pane tanks and concrete. The remaining 
garbage is then carried by conveyor belt to a 
magnetic separator that removes ferrous ma-
terials, to hammer mills that shred the garbage 
and to screens that sift out small noncombus-
tible items called fines. The wind generated 
by an air classifier then separates the lighter 

The yard of Rock-Tenn’s Midway paper recycling plant.  PHOTO BY ANNE BRANDRUD

Union Park: Merged District 13 taps historical roots for new name

City continues to weigh options for 
powering Rock-Tenn recycling plant

rock-tenn plant c�

Refuse-derived fuel is latest 
source to receive scrutiny of 
community advisory panel
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By Dave Page

Despite concerns about stormwater 
runoff and a citizen petition to keep 
the 0.85 acre of riverbluff property as 

open space, the Lilydale Planning Commis-
sion voted 5-0 on March 24 to recommend 
that the city-owned parcel on Highway 13 
near Lexington Avenue be rezoned for single-
family housing. 

The Lilydale City Council is expected to 
vote on the rezoning at its meeting on April 
14. Lilydale Mayor Tom Swain and a majority 
of the City Council have supported the sale of 
the bluff property in the past as a way to pay 
down the city’s debt.

Last fall the Lilydale City Council voted 
4-1 to amend the city’s comprehensive plan 
to rezone the property from passive open 
space to multifamily residential. Though the 
Community Development Committee of the 
Metropolitan Council voted unanimously in 
January to support the rezoning, the full Met 
Council concluded that multifamily use did 
not conform to Mississippi River Corridor 
Critical Area provisions, in part because of 
the potential for stormwater runoff problems 
on the steeply sloped parcel.

Rebecca Wooden, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources land-use supervi-
sor assigned to review the project, said that 
though new housing is allowed on property 
protected by the Critical Area, multifam-
ily housing is “out of the question.” How-
ever, DNR approval of single-family housing 
on the site is by no means assured, Wooden 
added. Besides having to go through another 
round of hearings with the Met Council, the 
rezoning must also be consistent with the 
city’s building code.

Wooden was referring to a Lilydale city or-
dinance that prohibits construction of “per-
manent structures” on slopes of more than 18 
percent. Since the only portion of the property 
with a slope of less than 18 percent is near the 
center, any driveway from Highway 13 would 
have to be built on a slope greater than 18 per-
cent. However, the city could grant a variance 
for the driveway, a move that the DNR could 
not block except in the courts.

Most of the half-dozen people who spoke at 
a March 24 public hearing raised the issue of 
stormwater runoff. Kay Frye, who has lived in 
Lilydale for 30 years, said that in heavy rains, 

water runs across Highway 13 from the steep 
driveways on the south side of the road. “The 
city needs to fix what’s already there before it 
allows more development,” she said.

According to Jeff Weiss of Barr Engineer-
ing, a storm sewer constructed along High-
way 13 in 1995 collects runoff and directs it 
under the highway to the Mississippi River. 
The sewer was built to address the worst that 
nature could offer in 100 years, Weiss said, 
and though he has heard reports of stormwa-
ter runoff problems in the area, he said he has 
never seen any evidence of them.

Weiss told the Planning Commission that 
measures could be taken to minimize storm-
water runoff from the parcel in question, but 
at a price. Constructing a home on the prop-
erty is already considered a costly proposition, 
according to Diehl. The property has been for 
sale since July and, though the listing price has 
dropped from $300,000 to $279,000, no offers 
have been received.

The parcel was donated to the city of Lily-
dale in 1974 by the late John and June Thomp-
son and Lloyd and Katherine McNulty to help 
resolve a dispute about the construction of 
the nearby Lexington Court condominiums. 
Former Lilydale City Council member Lu-
cille Collins said that she and her husband 
were good friends of the Thompsons and she 
remembers Thompson saying he wanted the 
land kept as a bird sanctuary. However, Diehl 
said, there are no restrictive covenants on the 
deed to the land.

According to Collins, a survey on the re-
zoning of the bluff site was distributed by mail 
to 400 Lilydale residents. Of the 167 respons-
es, she said, 156 wanted the site kept as open 
space.

“This is a key piece of bluff land,” said Bob 
Spaulding of the Friends of the Mississippi 
River, who argued for the bluff remaining 
open space.

“We don’t know if one more construction 
project (on the river bluff) will chase away the 
eagles and the barn owls,” said Lilydale resi-
dent Nancy Middleton. 

Diehl and fellow planning commissioners 
Anita Pampusch and Jim Maher questioned 
whether the survey was a true reflection of 
the sentiments of Lilydale residents. Howev-
er, they did recommend to the City Council 
that any development address concerns about 
stormwater runoff and the loss of trees.

Lilydale Council expected to rezone 
riverbluff lot for single-family home

waste from the heavier material, which is fur-
ther sorted.

Although household hazardous waste can 
make its way to the Newport plant, the sep-
aration process removes it from the waste 
stream. Small batteries are sifted out, and 
household cleaner and pesticide containers 
are broken open and their contents drained in 
the hammer mills.

Minnesota doesn’t require RDF facilities 
like the one in Newport to analyze what does 
make it into the processed fuel. However, 
about 23 percent of the fluffy-looking fuel is 
believed to be paper and another 15 percent is 
plastics, according to Torkelson.

The burning of RDF produces various pol-
lutants, including dioxins, furans sulfur diox-
ide, nitrogen dioxide, hydrogen chloride and 
carbon dioxide. 

RDF power plants use various technologies 
to control the emissions and to gather and 
dispose of the ash. The controls vary from 
industrial scrubbers to clean the emissions to 
activated carbon and ammonia to control the 
mercury and nitrogen dioxide. Carbon injec-
tion or fabric filters can be used to control 
dioxins, which are created by the incomplete 
combustion of plastics, according to Torkel-
son. 

Three power plants in the region burn RDF. 
Two of those have what is called a “traveling 

grate” and the other uses a system of heat, 
forced air and turbulence to separate the ash 
and promote the more complete combustion 
of RDF.

A member of the Rock-Tenn advisory pan-
el asked whether relying on processed trash as 
a fuel source runs contrary to the promotion 
of recycling. Hansen did not think so. He said 
that historically, municipalities with waste-to-
energy plants have also had higher recycling 
rates than areas without them.

Another panel member asked whether 
more could be done to remove plastics from 
waste that is processed into RDF. St. Paul’s 
curbside recycling program only handles cer-
tain types of plastics. 

RDF plants are required to monitor their 
emissions constantly. They are subject to an 
annual stack test by the MPCA. Air quality 
permits, written by the MPCA, limit what 
they may emit. Emission control require-
ments can also be placed on the facilities dur-
ing the planning process through federal and 
state permits. 

“I’d be more concerned about the peripher-
al operations of the plant, the truck traffic and 
the potential for loose trash, than the emis-
sions themselves,” said Torkelson, if he lived 
near a plant where RDF was being burned. 

For more information on the technical 
data, the consultants reports and the ongoing 
discussions of the Rock-Tenn advisory panel, 
visit www.rtadvisory.org.

�b Rock-Tenn plant
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Viewpoint

By Lisa Morley

The future of Homecroft School will be decided at 
the St. Paul School Board meeting on April 15. 
Superintendent Meria Carstarphen’s recommendation 

is to replace the elementary school with an early learning 
center with model classrooms in early childhood education 
and early childhood special education, along with an arts lab 
for students with emotional and behavioral disabilities and 
a program for students in grades 4-10 with mental health 
diagnoses. 

The Homecroft Advisory Committee was scheduled to 
meet with school district staff at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 
(after this issue of the Villager went to press) to hear a more 
detailed explanation of the programs. We hope we will still 
have an outcome that meets the needs of students, the district 
and the community. However, the effort to create a satisfying 
and cost-effective use for Homecroft has exposed a vacuum 
where interested, committed leadership should be. 

Superintendent Carstarphen has repeatedly chosen 
to be disingenuous rather than forthcoming, budget-
centered rather than child-centered, and disrespectful of the 
community rather than respectful of positive, productive 
relationships. She released her first plan for Homecroft 
during the holiday season without any notice and with little 
time for evaluation before the March 7 school selection 
deadline. In December, she formed the Homecroft Advisory 
Committee for the ostensible purpose of helping to develop 
new K-8 programming for Homecroft. 

Committee members had reason to be skeptical about their 
mission. However, we decided to commit hundreds of hours, 
hoping we could make a difference. The superintendent 
then dismissed the group partway through its mission. At 
the time, the committee had submitted three K-8 proposals. 
The district later submitted four additional K-8 proposals. 
The committee supported all seven of the K-8 proposals, 
but the superintendent rejected them in favor of her own 
recommendation. 

Some School Board members have exhorted the 
community and committee to leave the work to the experts, 
yet they have refused to exercise the oversight for which 
they were elected. Instead, the board has taken the position 
of quickly approving whatever the administration proposes. 
When the superintendent first proposed in November 
locating an Alternative Learning Center at Homecroft along 
with a program for students with emotional or behavioral 
needs, only three of the seven board members—John 
Thoemke (who has since been replaced by Keith Hardy), 
Tom Conlon and John Brodrick—voted in support of 

holding an informational meeting for the community. The 
board subsequently gave this first plan its stamp of approval 
with little or no exploration. 

At the March 25 Committee of the Board meeting, when 
the superintendent was asked why her first plan was no 
longer being considered, she said there were transportation 
issues. That is only part of the story. In fact, the Homecroft 
Advisory Committee did the hard work of examining the 
proposal and found that it was deeply flawed, ill-advised for 
both the children and the community, and might expose 
the school district to litigation. Nonetheless, when the 
superintendant brought forward her latest recommendation, 
the School Board again gave its approval while making 
little effort to gather facts regarding the proposal or to 
ascertain the rationale behind the K-8 options. Only Hardy 
and Conlon voted to reevaluate the new programming at 
Homecroft after its first year. 

The administration and School Board have acted as if 
running the public schools is a game of keep-away in which 
the public is left trying to get the ball. This approach is 
disrespectful and demeaning to the advisory committee, 
the school community and the community at large. When 
members of the Homecroft committee continued to review 
programming options and suggested visiting the program 
recommended by the superintendent, School Board member 
Anne Carroll declared that we were “forbidden” and had “no 
right” to visit this public school.

At its March 25 meeting, the Committee of the Board 
refused to hear from the advisory committee prior to 
rubber-stamping the administration’s proposal despite the 
committee’s substantial investment of time and energy. The 
group was given about four minutes to deliver our thoughts 
on the superintendent’s proposal, and only after the School 
Board voted.

The loss of an elementary school would challenge any 
neighborhood. The Homecroft area is ideally situated and 
poised for growth. It serves a large number of immigrants 
who have found school and community support at the 
Homecroft site, but will now lose that support. This is not 
just a school issue, but a question of managing and directing 
the growth of the city—an issue in which our elected officials 
should naturally have an interest. 

Several days ago, Mayor Chris Coleman professed on 
the radio that his priorities are neighborhood development 
and early education, issues at the core of the repurposing 
of Homecroft. Nonetheless, it appears he took little interest 
in the Homecroft issue and made no effort to connect with 

Leadership was lacking on Homecroft issue

homecroft school c�

By Michael Mischke

You gotta love, or not, our local Democratic pols— 
are there any other kind anymore?—and the kerfuffle 
they’ve created over extended hours for bars and liquor 

stores within 10 miles of the Xcel Energy Center during this 
summer’s Republican National Convention.

State Representative Phyllis Kahn of Minneapolis proposes 
extending the mandatory closing time for bars to 4:00 a.m. 
and allowing off-sale liquor on Sundays over an 11-day 
period, all in an effort to market the image of the Twin Cities 
as “sophisticated,” as if that ought to do the trick. St. Paul 
City Council member Dave Thune responds by invoking 
the vision of “a bunch of puking Republican lobbyists in the 
streets,” only confirming by his artlessness that it would take 
much more than extended liquor sales to accomplish Kahn’s 
marketing feat. State Senator Sandy Pappas of St. Paul feels 
compelled to dignify Thune’s remarks by apologizing for 
them as “inappropriate” on the floor of the Senate chambers, 
thus giving the story even longer legs in the media than it had 
already earned, both here and across the country.

And no one—no one—thinks to first talk to anyone in the 
local bar or liquor store business about it.

“Minneapolis Saint Paul More to Life” says the slogan 
that local marketing professionals came up with to sell this 
metropolitan area’s assets to the tens if not hundreds of 
thousands of out-of-town visitors—Republicans, Democrats, 
independents and anarchists alike—who are expected to 
descend on the Twin Cities for the convention.

“Minneapolis Saint Paul Get a Life” may be more apropos.

Transit-oriented denial

Supporters, detractors, and even those like me who have 
been ambivalent about the prospects of light-rail transit 
along University Avenue were taken aback to learn of 

the extent of the on-street parking that is expected to be lost 
in St. Paul when and if the trains start rolling in the Central 
Corridor. Depending on the final design of the streetscape, 
which is still being tweaked, close to 1,000 of the existing 
1,150 on-street parking spaces on that stretch of University 
could disappear to accommodate the trains and their stations. 
By comparison, there are a total of 1,300 parking spaces— 
both on-street and off-street—in all of Highland Village.

For University Avenue businesses—especially the smaller, 
independent businesses that occupy buildings not blessed 
with parking lots or parking ramps—the effect could be 
disastrous. And that’s assuming they manage to survive the 
four-year construction timeline in the first place. 

Central Corridor advocates say the key to a vibrant future 
for University Avenue is “transit-oriented development.” 
That means denser, mixed-use developments that would 
generate greater ridership for, and take greater advantage of, 
light-rail transit. However, they never define transit-oriented 
development as precluding the use of cars altogether, if only 
because there’ll be no place to park them.

What would George Bailey do?

My late father and predecessor as the publisher of 
this paper was born on a central Minnesota farm, 
but considered Sauk Centre to be his hometown. 

He used to write frequently in this space about the virtues of 
small-town mercantilism, often referencing the daily ritual 
adopted by Main Street merchants of sweeping up or hosing 
down the sidewalks in front of their stores before opening up 
for business each morning.

That quaint, communal practice seems to have fallen 
further and further out of favor in the big city as fewer 
and fewer businesses tend to be owner-occupied. And the 
evidence is especially striking at this time of year.

To walk down the sidewalk of any local commercial street 
today is to be assaulted by the accumulated grime, rubbish 
and cigarette butts of a winter’s worth of thoughtlessness. And 
those civic-minded businesses that do clean up stand out all 
the more from all the rest because of it. 

No charge. Just a little present from old man Gower. 

My, aren’t we the 
sophisticated ones
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members of the advisory committee despite its efforts to reach out 
to him. City Council member Pat Harris did not personally attend 
a single community meeting, School Board meeting or Advisory 
Committee meeting on the Homecroft issue, and when asked, would 
not state his position or explain what actions he had taken. This is 
precisely the kind of situation where our elected officials might have 
made a positive contribution, but they chose not to. 

A bright spot, which the committee deeply appreciated, was the 
ongoing interest of state Representative Dick Cohen, who consistently 
followed the issue and signed a letter supporting the work of the 
community, as well as the open-mindedness of School Board 
members Conlon, Brodrick and Hardy.

We understand that the school district and School Board have 
difficult issues to resolve. With budget crises and declining enrollment 
unlikely to abate soon, we will be seeing more challenges ahead. Yet 
it is imperative that these bodies not forget that such decisions as 

repurposing or closing a school will affect a community for years 
to come. It is during these challenging times that we should expect 
school district administrators, the School Board and their “experts” 
to develop programming that ensures the success of current students 
while attracting new students that they had lost to charter schools and 
private schools.

Superintendents generally have a short tenure, and our School 
Board and local politicians must protect the long-term interests of the 
community. Let us hope that another community is never put through 
a similar ordeal. Without interested and committed community 
members willing to hold the School Board and superintendent 
accountable, the outlook for positive results seems dim.

This guest editorial was signed by Morley and fellow Homecroft 
Advisory Committee members and/or Highland Park residents Margo 
Fox, Bill Rosenbloom, Charrie Willis, Michelle Beck-Howard, Robert 
Brandtjen, Fred Haeusler, Rick Hugley, Michael Ireland, Brian Portzen 
and Terese Weitzel.

�b homecroft school

By Bill Poulos and Georgia Dietz

A moral crisis occurs when a person 
does not bear the full consequences 
of his or her actions. Since 

responsibility is shared in a group, members 
may consent to or disregard certain 
transactions which would be unthinkable 
if they were acting alone. Sometimes these 
group decisions have dire consequences, 
leaving others to bear the consequences.

Never has such a scenario become more 
real than in the workings of the Highland 
District Council prior to its board elections 
in April 2007. Because HDC board 
members desired consensus above all 
else, some board members allowed a few 
dominant individuals to determine the best 
course of action. This consensus mentality 
resulted in a lack of oversight. The resulting 
massive debt left the HDC’s future in limbo.

This was the situation thrust upon 
newly elected HDC board members last 
May when we assumed leadership. Unlike 
some HDC board members, we are proud 
of the accomplishments and the reforms 
of the past year. Our community can be 
grateful for the hard work of HDC board 
members Brent VanTassel, Joe McCabe, Bill 
Klein, Tim Puffer, Steve Lentsch and Will 
Jefferson. Their collective time and effort 
were spent righting the HDC’s financial 
ship while serving on committees and 
taking care of the day-to-day activities of the 
council.

Gone are the days of making community 
members wait until the monthly board 

meeting was almost over to address the 
council with public comment. Gone are 
the days of not keeping track of the HDC 
committees’ meeting minutes and not 
posting the board meeting minutes on 
the HDC website. Gone are the days of 
paying our community organizer more 
than $45,000 a year with virtually no board 
oversight.

We are proud that the West 7th Business 
Association is once again thriving. We 
encouraged Dan Greenberg of Champp’s 
to take the lead in this endeavor. We are 
proud of the work of the HDC’s Crime 
Prevention Committee and of the grants 
we offered to Highland area businesses to 
hire off-duty police officers. We are proud 
that our focus on public safety had a direct 
bearing on another St. Paul police officer 
being added to the Highland beat. We 
are proud of our work with the St. Paul 
school district to maintain Homecroft as a 
vibrant school. We are proud of the actions 
of our Transportation and Community 
Development committees for fostering 
genuine citizen involvement.

As leaders of the HDC during most of 
the past year, we are sincerely grateful for 
the opportunity to serve the community. 
We have striven to be worthy of the trust 
placed in us. Our utmost goal was to be 
good stewards, and we know that the HDC’s 
affairs are now in much better shape than 
we found them. However, even reform-
minded board members have disagreed 
as to the proper course of action for the 
HDC. This is certainly the case with the 

pending resolution of the HDC’s unpaid tax 
liabilities.

We have vociferously opposed every HDC 
board proposal that sought to make St. 
Paul property taxpayers bear responsibility 
for the failure of former board members 
to exercise their collective fiduciary 
responsibility. HDC board members past 
and present have a responsibility to do better 
than our “offer in compromise” to pay the 
IRS only $8,000 of the more than $56,000 
owed. The HDC’s proposal to pay the IRS 
less than 15 cents on the dollar forever 
tarnishes the HDC’s reputation and sets a 
bad example for the rest of our community. 
Even if the IRS accepts the offer, we can and 
should do better because it is our moral 
obligation.

If it is true, as HDC treasurer Tim Puffer 
opines (Villager, March 26), that former 
HDC officers and board members have 
admitted that they “screwed up” and “should 
have done a better job of oversight,” that is a 
good first step. Confession, they say, is good 
for the soul. However, absolution is not Mr. 
Puffer’s to give. We have never heard an 
act of contrition by board members who 
“screwed up,” nor has the community.

It is time for those responsible to take 
responsibility. These transgressions require 
restitution. It is the right thing to do. It is 
not too late for the HDC to start raising 
the funds necessary to repay its federal tax 
obligations.

 
The writers are members of the Highland 

District Council’s board of directors.

A district council’s moral crisis by consensus
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Median will make Snelling safer
Dear editor, 

It is very good news for our city that the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation has agreed to fund the median 
on Snelling Avenue (Villager, March 26). It will promote 
pedestrian safety and traffic calming on this highway with its 
heavy load of truck traffic. If St. Paul City Council member 
Pat Harris has any doubts about the need for the median, 
he should try to cross Snelling at a pedestrian crosswalk any 
morning or evening. Those of us who cross Snelling Avenue 
to ride the bus or to walk to amenities on the opposite side 
can attest to the hazards.

Few motor vehicle drivers stop for pedestrians in the 
crosswalks. One risks one’s life in crossing Snelling even at 
controlled intersections due to the right turns being made 
on red lights. The median will be a great boon to safety on 
Snelling, not only for pedestrians, but for drivers, albeit at 
the risk that drivers will lose some of their ability to speed 
through our neighborhood.

At public meetings, many people have voiced their 
concerns about crossing Snelling with strollers, children 
and pets. I echo those concerns. Residents who opposed the 
project had mostly speculative concerns about increased 
traffic on a few blocks east of Snelling. The city’s Public 
Works Department stated unequivocally that the affected 
blocks experienced much less traffic, even during the testing 
period, than the average residential street in St. Paul. I am 
sympathetic with their concerns, because I wouldn’t readily 
accept any increase in traffic on my street either. However, 
at least some of the impacts those residents experienced can 
be explained by drivers’ confusion with the temporary cones 
used in the testing period. The impacts are likely to diminish 
after the median is built. 

I frequently catch the bus at Snelling and Grand Avenue. 
I see the dangerous actions drivers take to turn east into 
Lincoln Commons. Only a very brave driver would turn left 
into Lincoln Commons from southbound Snelling. 

My only wish is for the median to be extended north to 
I-94. The sooner the median is built, the safer St. Paul and its 
residents will be. 

Ginny Housum 
Merriam Park

A median for Macalester 
To the editor:

I was surprised to see that a state Department of 
Transportation committee has agreed to give money to the 
Snelling Avenue median proposal (Villager, March 26). I 
hope they realize that probably 99 percent of the use of the 
median will be solely in the interests of Macalester College. 
The obstruction to traffic will be major due to the buses. 
The gentleman who wrote a letter in a recent Villager totally 
confused me. Why, pray tell, would he benefit from those 
medians to go anywhere but to and from Macalester College? 
All stores, restaurants, etc., can be reached by using the 
current intersections with traffic lights.

 
Vernon R. Jorgensen

Macalester-Groveland

Global citizens and higher ed 
Dear editor:

Regarding the story “Macalester (College) envisions 
institute for educating global citizens” (Villager, March 
26): What is a global citizen? From my readings, it is pretty 
clear what this person is not. First, he or she will not have a 
functioning allegiance to the United States. The nation state 
will have disappeared when this citizen emerges. In its place 
will be a world government housed in the Netherlands with a 
discriminatory, fully omnipotent world court operating from 
the Hague.

Perhaps this global citizen will be taught to support a yet-
to-be-formed North American Union, a secondary feature of 
the new world order. Second, he or she will be permitted to 
be an atheist, but not a person of faith, except for a one-world 
religion in which all beliefs are equal. Allegiance in this case 
will be to nothing. Third, he or she will be highly educated, 
but will receive instruction devoid of honest historical 
references. The mind of the young will be full, but will remain 
uninformed. Facts and truth are problematic.

A future citizen needs to be taught, but consider the 
difference between getting an education and being educated. 
According to the nonprofit Foundation for Critical Thinking, 
the goal is “to get students to raise vital questions and 
problems, gather and assess relevant information, test their 
conclusions against relevant criteria and standards, think 
open-mindedly with alternative systems of thought and 

communicate effectively with others to solve problems.” 
With very few exceptions, this process has been reduced 
to leading the student to question the tenets of traditional 
conservatism or those of his or her faith. It fails in the 
present academic environment to also question the central 
tenets of liberal thought, such as those of the civil rights 
movement, feminism, abortion or euthanasia. In a politically 
correct world, a student cannot be encouraged to initiate a 
reconsideration of the merits of colonialism or rethink the 
need for censorship to maintain a healthy society. Being truly 
educated assumes the freedom to study both sides of the 
thought spectrum to arrive at truth—a goal inherent in the 
(now abandoned) study of classic liberal arts and Latin.

Global citizenship is not a comforting concept. The 
planned institute for educating global citizens should not 
be embraced unless it is able to go beyond the limitations in 
thinking so commonly imposed at present-day institutions of 
higher education, such as Macalester.

Stephen Miller
Merriam Park

Keep Lilydale bluff open space
To the editor:

On April 14, the Lilydale City Council will decide whether 
to rezone and sell a small piece of city-owned bluff land 
for single-family housing. The land is perched above the 
Mississippi River. It was donated to the city in the 1970s as 
open space. Because of the circumstances under which it was 
acquired, there are serious questions about whether its sale 
can be justified.

This beautiful tree-filled plot is one of the few remaining 
undeveloped parcels on the upper bluff along Sibley 
Memorial Highway. It has clear value to the city as 
permanently protected open space, contributing both to 
habitat and the overall character of Lilydale. Further, the 
location of the property on a steep slope will pose serious 
challenges in managing runoff and erosion if the site is 
developed.

The city’s plan to sell off an important asset to finance a 
short-term operating deficit is profoundly short-sighted and 
contrary to sound fiscal management. For these reasons, we 
join with more than 100 residents and neighboring Mendota 
Heights in asking the city of Lilydale not to rezone and sell 
the land for development. Instead, we ask the city to work 
with neighboring cities on a coordinated effort to protect the 
remaining undeveloped portions of the upper bluff. Through 
wise planning and stewardship, we can protect the important 
public assets of the Mississippi River Valley for future 
generations.

Bob Spaulding
Friends of the Mississippi River

Bill imperils dental care
To the editor:

As lawmakers in St. Paul work on developing a sustainable, 
quality health care system available to all Minnesotans, we 
must remember that safe dental care is an important part 
of that equation. Access to dental care is a challenge for 
many, especially those in rural and low-income areas. Many 
innovative solutions have been proposed to improve access 
to high-quality care. However, whenever we evaluate new 
proposals we must first ensure that we do no harm to those 
patients who need care the most. One proposal currently 
before the Legislature has raised concerns from a wide variety 
of public health officials and dental professionals.

 The bill causing such concern would allow dental 
hygienists to drill into teeth, cut gums and extract teeth 
without a dentist present or even on the premises. In addition 
to performing surgery, the hygienist would be allowed to 
prescribe drugs and make a final decision on the diagnosis of 
oral diseases without a dentist ever examining the patient.

All of these procedures, which currently require the 
oversight of a licensed dentist, would be granted to a 
hygienist with half the education of a dentist and without an 
objective, third-party examination as is required of all other 
dental professionals for obtaining a license. Nowhere in the 
U.S. has a program that combines this level of surgery with 
this level of minimal education been attempted.

Extracting a tooth or cutting into a patient’s gums are not 
simple procedures. The breakage of a root tip, uncontrolled 
bleeding and numerous other contingencies mean the 
procedure should never be labeled simple. And new 
practitioners working in underserved areas would likely face 
the most challenging and risky procedures, since the patients’ 
treatment may be aggravated by a lack of previous care and 

Inbox

inbox  c11
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Now open at the Happy Gnome...

The Firehouse Room
visit thehappygnome.com for details

The Happy Gnome
498 Selby Ave., St Paul, MN 55102

651-287-2018

unleash something powerful

conquer something complicated

become something great

Mounds Park Academy is an independent, PreK–12 college preparatory school
where rigorous academic challenges are infused with ingenuity and joy.  At MPA we
kindle curiosity.  We inspire ideals. And we ignite every student’s potential.
What’s possible for your one-of-a-kind child? Let’s spark something and find out.

moundsparkacademy
S O M E T H I N G

JOIN US FOR AN INFORMATION SESSION:
Grades PreK-4:  April 17th, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
Grades 5-12:  April 16th and 25th, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

2051 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN • 651.748.5577 • www.moundsparkacademy.org

preventive measures. Poor and rural patients in underserved 
areas deserve the same skilled professionals as everyone 
else. Suggesting that low-income individuals or those living 
in remote locations should be treated by practitioners who 
might be “good enough” is not acceptable or responsible.

One would assume that with all the risks involved, the bill 
would guarantee at least some improvement in the number 
of oral care providers practicing in underserved areas. Yet 
inexplicably, the new hygienist bill does not address that 
need at all. Rather than requiring, or even encouraging, these 
practitioners to set up shop in areas that are traditionally the 
most challenging areas to deliver care, it allows hygienists to 
practice anywhere in the state and does not require them to 
serve underinsured or underserved populations. 

Minnesota has some of the best dental care in the country 
for a reason: Fully trained dentists and hygienists work in 
concert to provide the highest quality of care. We must 
preserve this high quality of care, continue to grow successful 
programs recently enacted by the Legislature and develop 
innovative but safe programs that deliver care to all.

Dr. Mark Malterud, DDS, President
Minnesota Academy of General Dentistry

Editor’s note: Dr. Mark Malterud, DDS, practices in 
Highland Park.

Gas tax increase was modest
To the editor.

Regarding objections to light rail and the gas tax: At the 
recent legislative hearings on peak oil, John Kaufman of 
the Oregon Department of Energy, Daniel Lerch of the 
Post Carbon Institute and energy investment analyst Matt 
Simmons made it clear that the oil supply is decreasing and 
will become increasingly more difficult and expensive to 
obtain. Besides reporting that the amount of available oil is 
unknown because oil-producing countries and oil companies 
use different measurements and they lie, Simmons warned 
of the fragility of the oil delivery system. The infrastructure is 
crumbling and would cost $5 trillion to $6 trillion to repair. 
It is also vulnerable to several types of disasters—political, 
natural and terroristic—which could completely or partially 
shut down the system. Were it shut down for a week, this 
country would grind to a halt and it might take months to 
restart.

Nor can all the proposed alternatives together fill all the 
functions served by oil. These experts strongly emphasized 
the need for energy conservation and the localization of 
the economy, as shipping will be so expensive. This means 
dramatic reduction of vehicular use and increased use of 
walking, biking, public transit and telecommuting. Clearly 
we need to develop alternative fuels, modes of transportation 
and lifestyles immediately.

As to the gas tax, when a five-cent gas tax was initiated in 
1950, gas was 27 cents per gallon and the effective tax rate 
was 19 percent. In 2007, when gas was $2.50 per gallon, the 
gas tax was 20 cents per gallon and the effective tax rate was 
8 percent. If the gas tax rate today were 20 percent and gas 
was selling for $3.50 per gallon, the gas tax would be about 70 

cents per gallon. An increase of 5 cents looks like a bargain. 
Also, as of 2006, Minnesota, at 38.4 cents per gallon, was 40th 
in the nation in terms of federal, state and local gas taxes.

Wanda S. Ballentine
Highland Park

Handicapping the race
To the editor:

Handicapping the DFL endorsement stakes for the U.S. 
Senate just became easier with the withdrawal of one of the 
favorites: Moneybaggers, owned by Phillip Morris and ridden 
by the Marlboro man, had been a heavy favorite at 3:1 odds.

That means Frankensense, owned by Michael Moore 
and ridden by Bill Kling, is now the odds-on favorite. 
Frankensense is a relative newcomer to racing, but with 
all the betting money behind him, the odds are now 2:1. 
Rounding out the field of four are long shots Greenday (20:1), 
Icecream Socialist and MeAgain (30:1).

Jon Wiersma
Highland Park

Some speech may be too free
Dear editor,

I love the Villager. I feel like I get more local news from this 
neighborhood newspaper than any other media source in the 
Twin Cities. I want you to keep up the good work—with one 
exception. I am so sick and tired of seeing letters to the editor 
from Georgia Dietz and Bill Poulos in every issue.

Letters to the editor are not meant to be a guaranteed 
resource for one or two people. It’s one thing to have a letter 
published every so often, it’s quite another to have one 
published every two weeks. If you as editors of the Villager 
want to hear from them every issue, hire them, and then 
we readers can decide if we can stomach reading their 
“ponderings” in every issue. Otherwise, leave space to other 
letter writers who are not published 20 to 26 times a year.

It is not even necessary to read the letters that these two 
send biweekly to the editor. Once we see their names as 
authors, we all know where they stand on the issues. Their 
fervent diatribes are not new arguments, nor do they present 
new facts. They simply seem to be the exaggerated wailings of 
those who think all should “stand with us or you are against 
us.” That argument doesn’t work for the president of the 
United States, much less for these two. 

Ilse Larsen
Macalester-Groveland

A good year to file return
Dear editor:

The IRS needs special help from the public this year. 
Starting in May, economic stimulus payments of up to $600 
for individuals or $1,200 for married couples, plus $300 for 
each eligible child, will be issued by the IRS. However, to get a 
payment, people must file a 2007 tax return, and this is where 
Uncle Sam needs a hand.

Millions of people are eligible for the payments but may 
not know it. These are certain retirees, disabled veterans and 
low-wage workers who normally don’t file a tax return. Some 

may not have touched a tax form in years. But they must file 
a 2007 tax return or they’ll miss out on getting their stimulus 
payment.

Please help spread the word to friends, family and 
neighbors. People who have made at least $3,000 from wages 
or certain benefits from Social Security, Railroad Retirement 
and Veterans Affairs may be eligible, but they need to file a 
return. Visit www.irs.gov for details and the 1040A-3 package 
that these filers can use to qualify for the stimulus payment, 
or call the IRS toll-free at 1-800-829-1040.

Carrie Resch, IRS Media Relations 
Minnesota, North and South Dakota

A family-friendly eatery
To the editor:

The Highland Cafe and Bakery is one of the best family-
friendly eateries in Highland. My girls and I go there at least 
every couple of weeks and think the world of the food and 
the service. I coordinated a large holiday event at a local 
church and was thrilled to find out that Highland Cafe and 
Bakery also catered events. The food brought raves from all 
of the attendees. Chef Naveen is a genius and made sure we 
had more than enough of everything, including the fresh 
baked bread. If you haven’t been there since the name and 
owner change, might I recommend the fresh Bailey’s cake?

Barb Christensen
Longfellow, Minneapolis

The kindness of dentists
Dear editors,

I am writing to commend my dental office, Drs. O’Kane 
and Monssen, in particular Dr. Monssen. Did you ever think 
of your dentist as also being your psychologist? Me neither, 
until I entered Dr. Monssen’s office recently. I just showed up, 
no appointment, just tears. The wonderful office manager, 
Norma, started looking me up on the computer. I said, “I 
don’t have an appointment.” I informed her that I had some 
pain. Then I displayed my teeth and next came the tears. 
Kindly, with no change in expression, Norma said, “Honey, 
let me check with Dr. Monssen.”

Dr. Monssen asked me to come back with him. He and 
his assistant gently took X-rays and offered kind words. The 
tears were coming stronger, and he just talked with me about 
what could be done and told me, “You’re here now; that’s 
important.”

I felt such relief. A calm came over me. I’m not sure he 
understood the magnitude of his actions, but I did.

Vicki Larson
Mendota Heights

10b inbox

The Villager welcomes letters to the editors. In fact, the 
more the merrier. To be considered for publication, how
ever, letters must be signed and include a telephone num-
ber for verification. You may send your letter to the Villager 
at 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116, e-mail it to let-
ters@myvillager.com or fax it to 651-699-6501.
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Jim:  It’s O’Shaughnessy Auditorium located on the 110-acre site of 
the College of St. Catherine on Randolph Avenue. Built in the early 
1970’s, it received a facelift, exterior and interior, including upgrades 
of seating and lighting in 2003. “The Women of Substance Series” has 
consisted of 120 events since 1996 “providing a voice and place for 
women on life’s stage.” The famous poet and author, Maya Angelou, 
will appear here on April 27-her sixth time a O’Shaughnessy! 
Lily Tomlin will again appear on May 10. 
                            The box office number is 651-690-6700.

651-690-8556
www.jimburtongroup.com

The Burton Group knows
Highland ~ Mac-Grove

~ Mendota!

The Villager reader asks: What local theater and dance 
venue seats 1,814 people, attracts over 100,000 patrons per 
year and provides “dazzling acoustics and sight lines?”

Jim Burton 
Realtor

“What’s great about St. Paul?”

  1802 St. Clair 651699-2445   224 No. Cleveland 651644-4983
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20% Off Dry Cleaning

                                                              REMEMBER: If you want a finely
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are your only choice!
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Coupon must be presented with 
incoming order.

 Coupon expires 4/30/08.

- No Limit
on Discount!
(Do the Math)

     Includes Drapes

Super COupON

$199

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

By Kevin Driscoll

Ed Matthews is hoping to end 60 years 
of DFL domination in Minnesota’s 4th 
Congressional District that began with 

Eugene McCarthy’s successful campaign in 
1948. Matthews, a Highland Park attorney, 
was endorsed at the 4th District Republican 
convention on April 5 for the seat now occu-
pied by U.S. Representative Betty McCollum. 
He received the party nod on the first ballot, 
beating out Hamline University senior and 
Iraq War era veteran John Meyer. 

Matthews, 34, a divorced father of one, is a 
graduate of William Mitchell College of Law, 
where he served as executive editor of its Law 
Review. He has a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Miami University of 
Ohio, where he is also licensed as a certified 
public accountant. He worked as a law clerk 
for the Minnesota Supreme Court prior to en-
tering private law practice. 

Matthews’ reasons for running are many. 
“I’m concerned about our nation’s economic 
health, the level of federal spending, Congress’ 
failure to make the 2003 tax relief permanent 
and the state of the health care system,” he 
said. 

Matthews advocates replacing the federal 
tax code with a “flat tax that taxes all income 
only once, at the source, at a single rate, about 
20 percent,” he said. “That would remove mil-
lions of families from the tax rolls and the re-
mainder would be able to compute their taxes 

within minutes. The savings in compliance 
costs would be enormous. And the reduc-
tion in the corporate tax rate would promote 
domestic investment and keep jobs here in 
America.”

McCollum, Matthews said, “does not un-
derstand the needs of the 4th District. She 
has stated that the 2003 tax cuts were for the 
rich. I don’t think that a family of four mak-
ing $60,000 a year is rich. It is this family that 
will see a $1,800 tax increase because the cur-
rent Congress has failed to make the 2003 tax 
relief permanent. I’ll work hard to see that 
families get to keep more of their hard-earned 
money.”

On national security, Matthews said, “we 
must win the war on terror. We need to do all 
we can to get the Iraqis to take responsibility 
for their own affairs and security, but we can-
not leave Iraq until there is relative stability.”

Matthews favors extending the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) “so that 
the executive branch has the power to wire-
tap terrorists.” He advocates “a comprehensive 
federal energy policy that includes solar, wind 
and geothermal energy, clean-burning coal 
and nuclear power.” However, he opposes fed-
eral funding for mass transit projects. “If the 
citizens of the Twin Cities and surrounding 
areas want light rail, they should pay for it,” 
he said. “If they don’t, then we should not ex-
pand the light-rail system any further. Match-
ing federal funds only encourage inefficiency 
and a demand for more federal funding. 

Matthews opposes a single-payer, universal 
health care system. “Government-sponsored 
health care, with the associated bureaucracy 
and mandates, is not the answer,” he said. 
“Instead, we should reinvigorate the private, 
direct-pay health insurance market and allow 
consumers to purchase insurance across state 
lines. We need to eliminate frivolous lawsuits 

to free our physicians from the ever-increas-
ing malpractice insurance premiums that 
drive them to stop practicing.”

McCollum, 53, who was first elected to 
Congress in 2000, is expected to be endorsed 
at the 4th District DFL convention on April 
19. Currently the senior whip in the U.S. 
House, she lives in Ramsey Hill, is divorced 
and has two grown children. A graduate of 
the College of St. Catherine with a degree in 
education, McCollum taught high school so-
cial science and worked for 25 years in retail 
sales and management. She also served for 
six years on the North St. Paul City Council 
and for eight years in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives. 

McCollum said she is seeking re-election in 
hopes of “working with a new president to end 
the Bush-Cheney war in Iraq, provide respon-
sible middle-class tax cuts and reinvest in the 
needs of the American people.” The economic 
policies of President George W. Bush, she said, 
“have been a disaster for families. Since 2001, 
the Bush administration has added $2 trillion 

to the national debt with its tax cuts for the 
rich, wasteful spending and the war in Iraq.” 

McCollum said she supports U.S. energy 
independence, but she opposes any more 
drilling for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge or the building of any more nuclear 
power plants. “Coal will have to be a part of 
the initial equation of getting to energy in-
dependence, but it has to be phased out as 
quickly as possible,” she said. 

McCollum supports mass transit as an en-
vironmental and economic necessity, and be-
lieves that cities could never afford it without 
federal help. She has proposed legislation that 
would guarantee basic and preventive health 
care for all citizens and would mandate uni-
versal health care coverage but let each state 
determine how it gets there.

McCollum supports extending FISA.
She has also been an advocate for human 

rights around the world. In 2006, she traveled 
to Sudan’s Darfur region to meet with survi-
vors of the genocide there and advocate for an 
immediate international response.

Highland Park attorney hoping 
to unseat McCollum in 4th Dist.

By Jane McClure

Two Summit-University projects are 
among eight that are in the running 
for the city of St. Paul’s Neighborhood 

Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR) program’s 
small grants and loans this spring. The STAR 
board is expected to make its recommenda-
tions on April 9, and the City Council is ex-
pected to make the final decision in late April 
or May.

Eight applicants made presentations to the 

STAR board on April 2 in hopes of securing 
grants or loans of up to $25,000. The number 
of applicants was fewer than in recent years, 
despite changes to the program that allow for-
profit groups to apply for loans or a comina-
tion of loans and grants. A total of $154,100 in 
grants are being sought by the eight applicants. 
None of the applicants applied for loans. 

City staff ranked each project on a scale of 
one to five, with five being highest. The two 
Summit-U projects each received a three. 
They are the following:

• The Union Gospel Mission, which is seek-
ing a $25,000 grant to finish replacing the gym 
floor of the Ober Center, 376 N. Western Ave. 
The building, which dates from the 1930s, is 
used extensively by Summit-University and 
Frogtown groups. The gym floor was found to 
contain mercury and has been removed. The 
new floor would have a rubberized surface.

• River of Life Ministries and the Commu-
nity Stabilization Project, which are seeking a 
$25,000 grant to renovate a former day care 
center at 999 Selby Ave. into meeting space 

and a food preparation center. The building, 
which was originally a bowling alley, would 
have shared parking with a construction firm 
at the west end of the block.

Other STAR grant requests would help 
pay for a home improvement loan program 
in the Hamline-Midway neighborhood, the-
ater lighting for the West Side Neighborhood 
House/Wellstone Center, improvements to 
a West Side economic development group’s 
building, streetscape improvements on Con-
cord Street, and park benches on the North 

Selby, Western avenue projects seeking $25,000 STAR grants

Republican faces uphill 
battle in ending a DFL 
streak stretching back to 
McCarthy’s victory in ’48

Ed Matthews Betty McCollum
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Watch the Emmitt Smith dance interview at www.arthurmurray.com

If my running back can learn to dance like a star, your man can too... At 
Arthur Murray, personalized, one-on-one lessons from professional dance 
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star... phone today!
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©AMI 2007

Call Today, 

Dance
Tonight!

Emmitt & Pat Smith

If My Man Can Dance, 
Your Man Can Too!

If My Man Can Dance, 
Your Man Can Too!

Food

Since the moment the ancients decided that the universe 
itself had been hatched from a giant egg, the egg has 
been lauded as a symbol of creation, fertility, birth, sac-

rifice, healing, renewal, resurrection, prophesy, longevity and 
immortality—a vehicle for nurturing the unborn, celebrating 
the living and venerating the dead. 

Whew! That’s a lot of symbolism to heap upon a single food-
stuff, especially one that comes in a package so easily cracked. 

With all due respect to the egg’s unparalleled role in the rites 
of spring, cooks are probably less concerned with the egg’s 
metaphysical qualities than with its temporal ones. So enough 
with the mystical. Let’s get physical. While many eggs—goose, 
sturgeon, flying fish roe—are admired, we’ll focus on the eggs 
produced by chickens, and proceed with facts worth adding to 
your carton of knowledge:

A hen takes about 26 hours to lay an egg, after which she 
takes a 30-minute rest, then starts the process all over again. 
Fertilized eggs are no more nutritious than unfertilized ones. 
Egg color is determined by the chicken’s breed: White chickens 
produce white eggs, red chickens lay brown ones. Should you 
ever get a double-yolker, rejoice: It’s a once in a lifetime event 
for most chickens, if it happens to them at all. 

Yolk color is determined by what the chicken eats. “Free-

range” eggs, laid by chickens that eat what chickens naturally 
eat (seeds, plants, worms), have yolks that are more orange in 
color than those from chickens fed a commercial diet. Free-
range eggs are also higher in omega-3’s and arguably more 
flavorful. But an orange yolk doesn’t guarantee the egg was 

laid by a free-range chicken. Clever producers sometimes add 
marigold petals or alfalfa meal to commercial chicken food to 
enhance the color of the yolk.

Always refrigerate eggs; they lose more nutrients in a day at 
room temperature than in a week of refrigeration. Store eggs 
in their cartons, and avoid using the egg holders sometimes 
found in refrigerator doors; increased exposure to light and 
heat accelerates the loss of nutrients. In general, eggs lose nu-
trients after about a week, but are edible for about a month. 

Bring eggs to room temperature before baking to achieve 
maximum volume in cakes, cookies, etc. If your recipe calls 
for egg whites, place the yolks in a tight container and cover 
them with water. Refrigerated, they’ll keep for several days. 
Egg whites can be stored in an air-tight container for up to 
four days. Occasional blood spots are a natural occurrence 
and shouldn’t affect flavor. Blood spots do, however, violate 
the rules of kashrut and must be discarded in a kosher home. 
Consuming raw eggs poses the risk of contracting salmonella. 
And if you drop an egg, sprinkling it heavily with salt makes 
the mess easier to clean up. 

Egg whites provide protein and riboflavin. Egg yolks are one 
of the few natural sources of vitamin D. The yolk also con-
tains all of the egg’s fat, plus protein, iron, phosphorous and 
vitamin A. Eggs have been demonized because of their high 
cholesterol content, but recent studies suggest that saturated 
fat, not dietary cholesterol, is the big culprit in raising blood 
cholesterol levels. 

For the cook, it’s hard to imagine a more versatile food. Eggs 
are used to enrich sauces (think mayonnaise), leaven baked 
goods (think angel food cake), bind ingredients (think meat-
loaf), give texture (think ice cream), thicken (think soup)—the 
list goes on and on. Eggs are the basis of classic brunch dishes 
and the stuff of comforting suppers. They’re economical and, 
for many of us, indispensable. And just when we begin to think 
of eggs as old hat, well-worn standards like the deviled eggs so 
ubiquitous at grandma’s picnics find new life on the tables of 
fashionable restaurants. 

The egg, perhaps the most enduring edible symbol of spring, 
is readily available 12 months a year. But why quibble? Any 
sign of spring should be welcomed with delight.

Home Fires
By Jo Marshall

Here are three dishes for celebrating 
spring—all good reasons to count 
your eggs before they hatch:

MATZO BREI

A traditional Passover dish, matzo brei is 
kind of like having your toast in your eggs. It 
makes a nice breakfast or a quick supper, and 
is often served sweetened with a little brown 
sugar and cinnamon.

2 matzo crackers
2 eggs
salt to taste
3 tablespoons unsalted butter.

Break the matzo crackers into small pieces 
in a colander and run them beneath water 
until they are damp but not soaked. Allow 
them to drain, then place them in a bowl. 
Break the eggs into the bowl and stir until 

just mixed. Add salt to taste. Melt the butter 
in a small skillet over medium heat. When 
the foam subsides, add the matzo-egg mix-
ture and cook while stirring for about four 
minutes, or until the eggs are done and some 
of the matzo has crisped. Serve immediately. 
Serves 2. 

BAKED EGGS FLORENTINE

A terrific brunch dish, this simple recipe 
can be expanded or contracted to fit your 
crowd. 

2 pounds washed baby spinach
1 large onion, diced
2 tablespoons olive oil
Coarse salt, freshly ground black pepper
    and nutmeg to taste
8 eggs
1 cup crème fraîche or sour cream
1/2 cup grated Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese

Preheat the broiler. Lightly cook the spin-
ach by placing it in a large pan with a sprin-

kling of water. Heat just until the leaves wilt, 
or about 2-3 minutes. Remove from the heat, 
run under cold water to stop cooking, then 
blot and squeeze out as much water as pos-
sible. Cook the onion in olive oil until slightly 
softened, then toss with the spinach. Season 
with salt, pepper and nutmeg. Spread the 
spinach mixture on a shallow baking dish 
and, using the back of a spoon, form eight 
“nests” roughly the size of an egg. Carefully 
break one egg into each nest. Gently top the 
eggs with a dollop of crème fraîche or sour 
cream, then sprinkle the eggs with cheese. 
Place under the broiler and cook 7-8 min-
utes, or until the cheese is melted and the 
whites have set but the yolks are still liquid. 
Serve hot.

CRUSTLESS QUICHE

Quiche is a perennial favorite at my house, 
but never something that I considered whip-
ping up at the last minute until I decided to 
go crustless. Any quiche, from asparagus to 
bacon, can be made without a crust. Since 

this one uses frozen broccoli, it’s particularly 
well suited to last-minute suppers. 

1 (10 oz.) package frozen broccoli flowerets 
6 large eggs
1/2 cup half and half
ground pepper
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
3/4 cup grated cheddar cheese
butter for ramekins
coarse salt

Preheat oven to 350. Butter four 8-ounce 
ramekins. Bring a medium pot of salted water 
to a boil. Add the broccoli, cook one minute, 
then drain and blot dry. Transfer the broc-
coli to a cutting board and chop coarsely. In a 
large bowl, whisk the eggs, half and half and 
1/2 teaspoon of salt, along with nutmeg and 
ground pepper to taste. Stir in the broccoli 
and cheese. Place the ramekins on a baking 
sheet and ladle in the egg mixture, dividing 
evenly. Bake until browned, or about 35 to 40 
minutes. Serves 4.

— Jo Marshall

A quiche made with eggs, cheese and vegetables.
photo by janet hostetter

Don’t be chicken

Eggs: All they’re 
cracked up to be
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Spacious 2-Story!
2002 Norfolk Ave.: Featuring a new 
2nd floor master suite addition, 3 
BRs, 3 baths, 2 FPs, large eat-in kit., 
finished LL, only ½ block to the 
river!  www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $339,900

Quiet Luxury
600 Montcalm PL.: Beautiful soft 
contemporary w/4 BRs, 4 baths, 
gourmet eat-in kit., 2 FPs, 2 decks 
& patio, huge master siute & 3-car 
garage. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $995,000

Rare Opportunity
2050 Stanford Ave.: State-of-the-
art renovation of this single family 
home w/the highest quality materi-
als. 4 BRs, 3 new baths, on a double 
lot. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $785,000

Just Listed!
1652 Laurel Ave.: Beautiful 2+ story 
w/handsome woodwork., hdwd. 
floors, large eat-in kit., built-in buf-
fet, 4 BRs, 3 baths, & large deck.  
www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $329,900

Charming 1½ Story!
876 S. Wilder St.: Newly refur-
bished hdwd. floors, fresh paint, 
2 BRs plus bonus room, main floor 
FR, and double garage. Steps to the 
Village! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $217,500

Crocus Hill Classic
862 Goodrich Ave.: Stunning 
3-story w/4 BRs, 3 baths, fam-
ily-sized kitchen, huge rec room, 4 
finished levels, on beautiful corner 
lot! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $739,900

Premiere Offering!
2048 Summit Ave.: Classic 4-BR 
brick Colonial. Beautifully updated, 
wood floors, modern kit. w/granite 
& stainless appliances, huge main 
floor FR.  www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $700,000

Overlooks St. Paul!
643 Sibley Memorial Pkwy.: 1st ad!  
Available 4/11. Handsome English 
Tudor on .93-acre lot w/ 3 BRs, 4 
baths, 1st floor FR, formal DR, eat-
in kit., oak floors, 3-car gar.
651 696-0866 $493,000

4 BRs, 4 Baths, 2 FPs
Great location! 1314 Edgcumbe 
Rd. Hdwd. floors, central air, 
lovely eat-in kitchen, finished rec 
room, new roof & windows. See 
www.stevetownley.com
612 698-1000 $399,900

Mac-Grove Tudor
1130 Juliet: Impeccable! Profession-
ally decorated, beautiful wdwk. 1st 
floor sunroom and updated kitchen 
with stainless  appliances. Come to 
open house 4/13 1-2:30.
651 696-0879 $369,900

Inviting 2+ Story!
1990 Meriam Ln.: On beautiful 
wooded lot overlooking Merriam 
Park. 4 BRs, 2 baths, new architect-
designed kit., huge patio & lots of 
character! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $499,000

Stunning Arts & Crafts
891 20th Ave. SE: New construction 
w/high-quality materials, 2,000+ 
sq. ft., 4 BRs, 3 baths, hdwd. floors, 
gourmet kit. & beautiful master 
suite. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $498,900

Green-Friendly!
2701-2711 28th St. E.: 6 new town-
homes w/2/3 BRs, 2 baths, 1,600 
sq. ft., FPs, hdwd. floors & double 
gars. Green Star Certification pend-
ing! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $311,500+

Town & Country
2530 Beverly Rd.: Situated on a 
private wooded lot, this wonderful 
home offers 3 BRs, vaulted ceilings, 
large rec room, and huge deck & 
patio! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $285,000

Distinguished Colonial
1530 Edgcumbe Rd.: Stunning 
property w/7 BRs, 5 baths, 3 FPs, 
elegant spaces for entertaining & 
grand veranda on a beautiful 2-acre 
lot. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $1,795,000

Amazing Character...
and charm abound in this beautiful 
1½-story in the Midway. Gorgeous 
updated eat-in kit. overlooking land-
scaped backyard. Front porch, awe-
some wdwk! 1179 Minnehaha.
651 646-2100 $185,000

St. Anthony Rambler
Just listed! Charming home nestled 
in great neighborhood. Darling eat-
in kitchen w/newer appls., finished 
LL w/FR & bath & large fenced 
backyard. 3401 Croft Dr.
651 646-2100 $225,000

New Look! New Price!
452 Laurel: A fabulous location. 3 
BRs, 2 baths, cook's kitchen, 3-car 
garage, spacious 2nd level deck, are 
just a few of the highlights of this 
marvelous Crocus Hill home
651 696-0857 $452,919

Just Listed!
2095 Lower St. Dennis Rd.: Beauti-
fully updated, this home has 3 BRs, 
3 baths, 2 complete and separate 
kitchens, hardwood floors, inviting 
rec room & spacious backyard.
651 696-0885 $672,991

Price Slashed Condo
in Mac-Grove 55+ building. This 
corner unit is sunfilled with pan-
oramic views from the 8th floor. 
2 BRs, 2 baths with a balcony. Best 
condo value in town.
651 696-0879 $125,900

575 Brimhall!
This is a must see! 1.5 story, 2+ car 
garage, FP, hdwd. flrs, nat. wdwk., 
new kit, heated flrs, corian upper 
master suite, plus finished LL. Call 
Sue Drude Noyes today to see!

651 256-7400

River Valley Views
Fab turn-of-the-century 2-story w/3 
BRs, 2 baths, restored from top to 
bottom! Hdwd. throughout, euro 
marble bath, stainless appliances, 
3-season porch. Call Sue today!

651 256-7400

Coveted Oxford Hill
Lovely 2-BR, 2-bath with balcony 
overlooking Grand Ave. Hardwood 
floors, FP, stainless & granite kitch-
en, underground heated parking (2 
stalls), gorgeous building.
651 253-2525 $379,000

Rare Double Lot
Huge duplex with an incredible 
owner’s suite and mother-in-law 
apartment. Impeccably maintained, 
6 car garage.

651 253-2525

Stunning Corner Unit
Sun-filled unit w/10' ceilings. Loft 
living at its best. 1,500 sq. ft., design-
er finishes, venetian plask exposed 
brick, soji doors, granite & stainless 
kit.. Underground, heated pkg.
651 253-2525 $297,000

Crocus Hill Office
Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave.
651-251-4800

Highland Office
Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-8006

www.minnesotahomes.com
Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results

Results
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Moms take a break

A Faith Lift for Moms will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, April 18-19, in 
the Murray-Herrick Campus Center 

at the University of St. Thomas. The third 
annual conference will feature speakers, 
workshops, music and prayer all designed 
to give moms a chance to come together to 
reflect and recharge their batteries.

Keynote speakers will include Mary Ann 
Kuharski, author of Outnumbered: Raising 
13 Kids with Humor, and Theresa Difato, 
editor of The Word Among Us and From a 
Mother’s Heart, Stories of God’s Faithfulness. 

Local workshop presenters will include  
Cretin-Derham Hall teachers and co-au-

thors Tom Cody and Willow Sweeney 
speaking on “Top 20 Teens: A Framework 
for Success and Sanity” and “Toe to Toe or 
Heart to Heart: Communication Skills for a 
Healthy Marriage,” and Waverley Booth of 
Macalester-Groveland speaking on “Teach-
ing Our Children the Faith.” 

This year’s A Faith Lift for Moms is spon-
sored by the Office of Marriage, Family & 
Life of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis. Conference hours are from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on Friday and from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday. The cost is $70, 
which includes meals. 

For information or to register, visit www.
momsconference.org or call Emily Regan at 
651-291-4513.

Religious Notes
Raising Our Voices concerts featuring 50 
members from the New Orleans interracial 
gospel choir Shades of Praise will take place 
at 7:00 p.m. Friday, April 18, at Unity Baptist 
Church, 118 N. Victoria Ave.; at 5:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 19, at New Hope Baptist Church, 
712 Burr St.; and at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, April 
20, at Morning Star Baptist Church, 739 Selby 
Ave. Each performance will be followed by a 
reception or potluck dinner and a discussion. 
Admission is free. The concerts are sponsored 
by United Theological Seminary and area 
churches. For information, call 612-747-7450 
or visit www.raisingourvoices.org.

Friends of the Orphans will host its an-
nual pequeño tour, featuring the children of 
Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos, beginning 
with a Mass at 10:00 a.m. Friday, April 11, at 
St. Mark’s Church, 1983 Dayton Ave. A gala 
will be held at 5:30 that evening at the Hyatt 
Regency on Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis 
with a social hour, silent and live auctions, 
dinner and program. The cost is $125, with 
proceeds supporting orphanages throughout 
Latin America and the Caribbean. The chil-
dren will also perform from noon to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12, in Koch Commons at the 
University of St. Thomas. Call 651-482-1703.
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

76 Years – Thanks To Our Customers!

A roof's underlayment is key to keeping water out of the house. 

If you have water leaking in, Garlock-French can help.

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service.  

Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details, 

so you won’t have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship.

Quality, value, and craftsmanship have been the hallmarks 

of Garlock-French for 76 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You need new
Underlayment.

Do you know 
who to call?

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

Is You
At Twin Cities Eye

Specialists, we specialize
in helping you see your

best.

Whether you simply need an
eye exam for glasses or contact
lenses or if you have an eye
condition that requires medical or
surgical treatment, we are
committed to helping you achieve

your best results.

Considering Lasik? We offer the latest
in Lasik, including advanced wavefront

laser vision correction.

Any questions, call us. We’re here to help you!

Immanuel Baptist
Church

We welcome
you to worship

with us on:
Sunday

10:00 am – Bible Class
10:45 am – Worship

Wednesday
7:00 pm – Bible Study/Prayer

www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an

independent church
750 Watson Ave. • St. Paul
MN 55102 • 651-227-5075

Support your small,
neighborhood business
1140 Grand Ave.
651 224-3038

Heather Stadtherr, DVM
Nancy A. Balto, DVM   Ann E. Brownlee, DVM
Kate Freed, DVM   Karen Christopherson, DVM

Grand Ave.
Veterinary Center

Competent,
Compassionate Care.

One coupon per customer per
visit. Must be surrendered at

checkout. Cannot be combined
with other discounts. Some

restrictions may apply. May be
redeemed at either retail location

in Minneapolis or St. Paul.

Choose from over 60 kits available.

Coupon Valid 4/9/08-4/22/08
Online at

www.TheBeadMonkey.com

Minneapolis
50th & France
952-929-4032

St Paul
Grand & Victoria
651-222-7729

       

Learn something new at
The Bead Monkey!
We are continually adding new

kits as well as refreshing the
colors in the current kits to

compliment your wardrobe as
the seasons change.

Charmed Life is a quick and easy
kit with a cluster of gems

and crystal dangles on fine chain.
The new Scribbles Necklace
kit combines wire wrapping

and working with chain.

Charmed Life Necklace

Scribbles Necklace

The following are from reports provided by 
the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s Department: 

Highland Park
Burglary—Ten vehicles were broken into 

in underground garages on the 1900 and 2000 
blocks of West 7th Street between 2:00 and 
3:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 11. Car windows 
were smashed and car stereos stolen.

—Highland Beauty Salon, 1044 S. Cleve-
land Ave., was broken into and soft drinks, 
toilet paper and laundry soap were stolen be-
tween 6:00 p.m. Saturday and 5:00 a.m. Mon-
day, March 8-10. 

—A house on the 1500 block of St. Paul Av-
enue was broken into between 6:30 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 18.

Theft—Copper welding ties and shunts 
were reported stolen from the Ford Motor 
Company plant on March 19. The thefts re-
portedly took place over 18 months.

Merriam Park
Burglary—The Marathon station at Mar-

shall and Cleveland avenues was broken into 
at about 2:00 a.m. Friday, March 7.

Miscellaneous—Juveniles using BB guns 
shot at cars and pedestrians from the railroad 
bridge at St. Anthony and Prior avenues at 
about 9:30 p.m. Saturday, March 15. There 
were no injuries. 

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery occurred 

at Cub Foods on University Avenue at about 
4:30 p.m. Monday, March 10. The victim was 
getting cash out of an ATM when the suspect 
grabbed the cash. The victim tackled the sus-
pect and was able to get his cash back. The 
suspect fled on foot through the parking lot.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A home on the 200 block of  

Macalester Street was burglarized at about 
11:00 a.m. Friday, March 7. The residents 
were home at the time.

—The BP gas station at 1191 Randolph Ave. 
was broken into between 11:30 p.m. Saturday 
and 6:30 a.m. Sunday, March 8-9.

—The Twin Cities Market station on Ran-
dolph and Hamline avenues was broken into 
at about 3:30 a.m. Monday, March 10. Several 
packs of cigarettes were taken. 

Robbery—A woman was robbed at Cleve-
land and Stanford avenues at about 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19. 

Theft—A stroller was stolen at Goodrich 

and Woodlawn avenues after it was left unat-
tended for a few minutes at about 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, March 13.

—The owner of Grand Performance, 1938 
Grand Ave., reported on Tuesday, March 18, 
that an employee had stolen $25,000 in bicy-
cles and parts from the business.

Summit Hill
Burglary—Police responded to a burglary 

in progress on the 900 block of Grand Avenue 
at about 1:00 a.m. Monday, March 10. The 
suspect fled before police arrived. The resi-
dents were home at the time and one of them 
sustained minor injuries.

Theft—A well-dressed woman in her 60s 
passed a counterfeit $100 bill at Starbucks, 
857 Grand Ave., at about 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 18.

Summit-University
Weapons—Shots were fired on the 800 

block of Iglehart Avenue at about 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 2. 

—Shots were fired on the 300 block of  
Marshall Avenue at about 11:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 13.

West End
Robbery—A Pizza Hut driver was robbed 

by a man brandishing a sword on the 600 
block of Tuscarora Avenue at about 10:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 17. Residents at the address 
did not order the pizza. 

Burglary— Three computers and a printer 
were taken from the business office of River-
view at Upper Landing, 400 Spring St., be-
tween 11:30 p.m. Thursday and 4:00 a.m. Fri-
day, March 13-14. Entry was forced.

Theft—Several pieces of aluminum soffit 
were stolen from the 800 block of Juno Ave-
nue between 7:00 and 10:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 12.

Miscellaneous——Police assisted the State 
Patrol in stopping three male juveniles at 
about 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 18. The boys 
had been throwing rocks at traffic from the St. 
Clair Avenue bridge over I-35E. The juveniles 
were identified and released to their parents.

—A letter carrier reported to police on 
Tuesday, March 18, that mail had not been 
picked up at a house on the 800 block of 
Scheffer Avenue for several days. Police could 
get no response to their knocks, so they forced 
entry into the house. No one was found living 
in the house, the conditions were reported as 
“deplorable” and the house was condemned.

Crime Report
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By Bob Gilbert

The suspense is building for 
Summit Hill resident Susan 
Runholt. Her first in a series 

of novels for young adults, The Mys-
tery of the Third Lucretia (Viking 
Press), is due out next week after her 
manuscript was named last year’s 
runner-up for the Debut Dagger 
Award by the Crime Writers’ Asso-
ciation of Great Britain. 

The novel opens at the Minne-
apolis Institute of Arts, where two 
Rembrandt paintings of Lucretia, 
a legendary figure in the history of 
the Roman Republic, are being ex-
hibited. The story’s two female pro-
tagonists, 14-year-olds Kari Sund-
gren and Lucas Stickney, see a man 
painting his own rendition of one of 
the Rembrandts. When Lucas tries 
to sneak a peak at his work, the man 
barks, “Go away!”

A year later while on vacation in 
Europe, the girls spot the same man 
copying Rembrandt’s work at the 
National Gallery in London. This 
time he is wearing a disguise. When 
a museum guard is mysteriously 
killed, Lucas is nearly run over by a 
car, and after an article in the Inter-
national Herald Tribune reveals that 
a third Rembrandt painting of Lu-
cretia has been discovered in Am-
sterdam, the girls know something 
is up.

“Part of my goal in my books is to 
remove the elitism and the class con-

sciousness about the fine arts and 
give kids a very natural response to 
it,” Runholt said. “I just want them 
to look at art and see what the paint-
er painted and like it.”

According to the Roman histo-
rian Livy, the rape of a noblewoman 
named Lucretia by the son of the 
Roman ruler and her subsequent 
suicide led to the overthrow of the 
monarchy and the establishment 
of the Roman Republic in the 6th 
century B.C. Rembrandt created 
two paintings of the doomed hero-
ine—one with her holding a dagger 
in front of her heart and the other 
with a streak of blood on her dress 
after she stabbed herself.

The two paintings hung side by 
side at an exhibit in 1991 at the Min-
neapolis Institute of Arts. The first 
painting was on loan from the Na-
tional Gallery in Washington, D.C., 
and the second belongs to the insti-
tute. A historical document suggests 
that there is indeed a third Rem-
brandt painting of Lucretia. In the 
novel, the question is whether the 
painting is a forgery or a rare work 
of art worth millions of dollars.

Runholt said the paintings made 
a strong impression on her daugh-
ter, Annalisa, who was 11 at the time 
and cried when she saw them. Run-
holt and her daughter attempted to 
write a mystery about two teenage 
sleuths 14 years ago. After sitting 
in a drawer for 10 years, Runholt 
returned to the manuscript and 

completed it with support from her 
weekly mystery writers’ group.

Kari, who narrates the story, 
speaks in a straightforward fashion 
that Runholt remembers from her 
daughter’s teenage years. Speaking 
about Lucretia, Kari says, “By the 
way, I’m not making any of this up. 
This may not be absolutely true, but 
it’s real legend. Google it.”

“Kari has this no B.S. perception 
of whatever she’s looking at,” Run-
holt said. “She apprehends things 
very clearly and is not poetic or 
touchy-feely. She cuts right to the 
chase.”

Runholt’s book is earmarked for 
readers too old for the Goosebumps 
series and too young for Stephen 
King. She said when writing for 
teenage readers, she searches for a 
vocabulary that comes naturally to 
them.

“You can’t go off on detours with 
words and you can’t have any work-
ing chapters where you try and tie 
up loose ends and nothing really 
happens,” she said. “The story has 
to stay focused on the suspense and 
you have to keep the tension going.”

Runholt, who earned a degree in 
English from the University of South 
Dakota-Vermillion, has a two-book 
deal with Viking for young adult 
mysteries focusing on art and in-
ternational travel. Her next one, 
Rescuing Seneca Crane, is about the 
kidnapping of a young concert pia-
nist. It takes place in Scotland and is 

due out in the summer of 2009. She 
is also working on a third mystery 
about rock art in Kenya. When she 
is not writing mysteries, she writes 
grants for local nonprofit organiza-
tions.

The Mystery of the Third Lucre-
tia impressed administrators at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts so 
much that they invited Runholt to 
sign copies of her book during its 

Art in Bloom program at 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4.

A book launch for The Mystery of 
the Third Lucretia will be held from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Friday, April 18, at 
Once Upon A Crime, 604 W. 26th 
St., Minneapolis. Runholt will also 
appear at several book signings this 
spring, including one at 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 20, at the Red Balloon 
Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave.

Local labor history 
related in series

Untold Stories,” a month-long series 
on labor history presented by the 
Friends of the St. Paul Public Library, 

will begin on Tuesday, April 15, with a talk by 
Macalester College professor Peter Rachleff 
on “The Making, Unmaking and Remaking 
of Minnesota’s Labor Movement.” The pro-
gram will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd.

Barbara W. Sommer will discuss Hard 
Work and a Good Deal: The Civilian Conser-
vation Corps in Minnesota, her book on the 
Great Depression-era employment program, 
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, April 17, in the Visi-

tors Center at the Como Conservatory. 
University of Iowa history professor Colin 

Gordon will discuss “The Promise and Limits 
of the New Deal” at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 
22, at the Rice Street Library, 1011 Rice St.

Lex-Ham Community Theater will stage 
a reading of Jeannine Coulombe’s Beakers at 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 24, at the St. Anthony 
Park Library, 2245 Como Ave. 

Jennifer Klein will discuss her book, For 
All These Rights: Business, Labor and the 
Shaping of America’s Public-Private Welfare 
State, at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 30, in 
the library of Metropolitan State University, 
645 E. 7th St.

A panel of historians and scholars will re-
view 150 years of labor history in Minnesota 
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 1, at the St. Paul 

Labor Centre, 411 Main St. 
The Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company 

will perform The Triangle Factory Fire Project 
at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 4, in the auditorium 
of the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1974 Ford 
Pkwy. A discussion will follow the show. 
(Those who mention “Untold Stories” will 
receive a $5.00 discount on their ticket.)

Tim Robbins’ film about artists during the 
Great Depression, Cradle Will Rock, will be 
shown at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at the 
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. A 
discussion will be held at 6:00 p.m. 

“Thank God and FDR,” an exhibition of 
more than 160 examples of New Deal art, 
will be displayed at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 
13, at the J.J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. 

Labor history will come alive with student 

exhibits, performances and presentations on 
Minnesota History Day, Wednesday, May 14. 
The program will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the St. 
Paul Labor Centre, 411 Main St.

Dave Riehle will lead a bus tour to Vadnais 
Heights, White Bear Lake and Centerville on 
Saturday, May 17, to tell of local labor history 
and American Indian and French Canadian 
settlements. The tour will depart at 2:00 p.m. 
from the Sun Ray Library, 2105 Wilson Ave. 

These Shining Lives, a new play about the 
Radium Dial Watch Company and the suit 
filed against the firm by the “Radium Girls,” 
will be performed at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 
18, at the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. A 
discussion and reception will follow.

Most of the programs are free. For infor-
mation or reservations, call 651-222-3242.

Author Susan Runholt stands next to Rembrandt’s painting of Lucretia 
at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Open 7 Days a Week 8am–10pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Eat In or Take Out • Catering Available
Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul • 651-690-2212

Free Piece of Baklawa

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 4/30/08

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

WELCOMING LITURGICAL WORsHIp
Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Rite of Healing 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF I-94 ON DALE sT.

   SMOKERS!
Cigarette Smokers Wanted for Research Study.

This is not a quit smoking study.
This study requires 6 visits to the

University of Minnesota.
Participants will receive up to $240.

If interested, call 612-624-9407.

SMOKERS!

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 

Maintenance & Repair Facility

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

651 298-0956CERTIFIED

www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
membership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.

910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)

Runholt mystery takes young readers to museums around world
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leonard schwartz
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sue nichols
651-695-3437

rosemary mcneely & 
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jane austin mcgrath
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gene audette
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Kat Bourque
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angela Brasel
651-773-2587

daniel Buchen
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jim Burton
651-690-8556

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

alice dicKinson
651-282-9620

peter donovan
651-690-8519

pat mcgill
651-695-4311

jeannie marver
651-260-4242

nancy maas
651-282-9670

Katherine lund
651-282-9664

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8531

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621

Kathryn Kennedy
651-282-9659 

sue johnson
651-282-9686

joan johnson
651-282-9626

marna holman
651-282-9619 

Kathy & miKe jamBor
jamborsoldmine.com

paula gleeson
651-282-9679

tom edelstein
651-695-4300

gary faBel
651-282-9613

joe ueBel
651-695-4304

luKe walBert
651-695-3474

sandy aaron
651-282-9606

crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland parK
651-698-2481

2417 AronA Street
THis fabulous mid-century, custom-built walkout rambler 
features an open floor plan with main floor FR, see-through 
fireplace, large updated eat-in kit. Beautiful lot with gas fire 
pit, raspberries, mature trees and landscaping.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $379,900

ShAdow fAllS gem!
Fabulous architectural details include graceful archways,
beamed ceilings, a charming sunroom, front foyer, unique
fireplace and much more! Generous room sizes and neu-
tral classic decor! 4 BRs up, plus more LL finished space. 
181 Montrose Place. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $479,000

greAt 4-Bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

eASy living
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and 
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral 
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage 
too! 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $159,500

greAt new Price! $218,000
Own 1,700+ square feet of history in this great building. 2 
new baths, 3 BRs and a garage. Enjoy the character, enjoy 
the neighborhood. Walk to everything.

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $218,000

Premiere offering!
This one will dazzle you! Freshly remodeled 2+ bedroom, 
2-bath condo offers all-new kitchen, flooring, carpet! Must 
see! 1077 Sibley Memorial Highway.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $225,000

PAmPered Perfection!
Over 1,600 sq. ft. on the main level! Spacious 3-bedroom, 
3-bath, fabulous family room, private owner's suite, 2 
fireplaces! 1732 Sutton.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $364,800

Premiere offering!
One-of-a-kind 3-bedroom, 3-bath, completely renovated! 
Refinished hardwood, dream kitchen, marble baths, 2 
fireplaces, A+++ 822 Osceola.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $539,000

rich in ArchitecturAl detAil
Turn-of-the-century Summit Ave. home w/exotic wdwk., 
sun porch & huge kit., perfect for entertaining. 4-car gar. 
w/attic, private backyard, updated 3rd floor apt., LL office 
& 2 FPs. 611 Summit.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,300,000

exquiSite executive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyerr sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently land-
scaped private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panor-
maic view of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

the AwArd-winning wAldorf
This dazzling, complete restoration features an open floor 
plan, fireplace, hardwood floors, large windows, a luxuri-
ous LL (with built-in bar, wine cellar & walk-in humidor) 
and old fashioned front porch with picturesque views of 
historic Summit Avenue. 676 Summit Ave. #101.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $699,000

551 AShlAnd 
Stunning 2-level condo with 2,600 sq. ft., full updates, 
mint condition, 600 sq. ft. owner's suite, 2-car garage, 
CAC, forced air heat, tons of storage. Private outdoor 
spaces, prime Crocus Hill location.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $496,000

544 AShlAnd 
Great opportunity for a Crocus Hill condo. Private yard, 
2-car garage, 1 BRs+. 2 levels, large deck, big kitchen.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

locAtion locAtion!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $785,000

you'll Be envied!
4340 Dorchester Ct.: Stunning soft contemporary in 
impeccable condition situated in Hawthorne Woods. 
It offers a bright open floor plan and recently updated 
kitchen. Fabulous king sized master suite, and delightful 
4-season porch.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $584,900

cArefree living!
1450 Bidwell Unit #108: Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath condo 
with a delightful front patio, large living room and dining 
room, 2 heated underground parking stalls, and a great 
building with pool, sauna, and party room.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $139,900

new liSting
Picturesque south-facing expansion with a charming 
interior. 2BRs, hdwd. floors, living room FP, updated 
kitchen, partially-finished basement, wonderful potential 
in unfinished walkup attic, newer mechanicals, central air, 
excellent condition, close to the Village. 1873 Hillcrest.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $264,000

AmAzing Price reduction – now $469,000
Perfect for an old house buyer loving modern updates. 
New Rumsford wood burning FP, finished 3rd floor, 3 
summer porches, handsome wdwk., floors & staircase, 
French doors to deck, updated kitchen, 4+ BRs, 1½ 
baths. 1756 Lincoln.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $469,000

highlAnd PArKwAy tudor
Solid 4-BR brick Tudor w/updated kitchen, 1st floor fam-
ily room, 2 fireplaces, 3rd floor BR, basement rec room, 
double tuckunder garage. 1667 Highland Parkway.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $495,000

739 mAPle hillS drive #e
New 2003 townhome in Maplewood/Falcon Heights. 
Close-in location. Gateway Trail out your door. 2 BRs, 2-
car garage, end unit. Family room, fireplace, huge kitchen 
with walk-in pantry, private views of pond and woods.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

315 Pine St.
Historic B&B, now a mint condo home in Historic 
Hastings. Less than 20 miles to the city. 1,700 sq. ft., 2 
BRs, 2 baths, 3 fireplaces. Penthouse home with private 
elevator and incredible, all-glass solarium.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $417,000

King'S mAPlewood 3-Br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

wonderful Pond viewS
2465 Westview Terrace: View two ponds from the beauti-
ful 22x14 deck. Great 5-BR, 4-bath in desirable Mendota 
Heights. Close to STA and Vis. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $464,900

greAt StArter!
Wonderful 2-BR, 2-bath home on Bohland. Newer roof, 
siding, windows, furnace & water heater. Beautiful hard-
wood floors and woodburning fireplace. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

clArence JohnSton deSign
Wonderful 1894 home, last used as single fam-
ily. Converted to duplex in '40s. Great rental potential. 
Historic restorer's dream. Newer roof, high-efficiency 
boiler, hdwd. floors, great woodwork. 546 Holly Ave.

mary orr
651-282-9661 • $599,900

you will love thiS condo!
Two-level, 2-BR, 2-bath, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo. In-unit 
laundry, hdwd. floors, granite countertops, stainless steel 
appl., 1-stall gar., south-facing sunroom, formal DR and 
large BR & bath on main floor. Upper level w/sitting room, 
2nd BR & fabulous master bath! 535 Selby Ave. #3.

april rosendahl-neu
651-282-9646 • $329,900

Summit Avenue BeAuty
Beautiful 6-BR, 4-bath dream home on Summit Avenue. 
This 3-story Queen Anne features large, gracious spaces, 
hardwood floors, French doors, bay windows, wonderful 
oversized corner lot, private yard & more.

Kathryn Kennedy
612-558-6488

edgcumBe chArm w/uPdAteS
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

188 winifred 
Great Riverview home with turn-of-the-last-century details. 
Large rooms, main floor family room, outdoor spaces. 4+ 
BRs, 2 baths, lots of light. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

6012 PArK Ave. So.
New list in Nokomis. Sparkling '40s bungalow with 3 
finished levels, 2 baths, 3 BRs. All MAC-improved. Just 
move in & easy access to everything.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $244,900

2006 JefferSon iS new!
Fabulous American four square completely remodeled 
including all new mechanicals, roof, 2-car garage, kitchen, 
central air, gorgeous new family room, 2 new baths, gas 
fireplace and, of course, gleaming natural woodwork and 
floors. All the '20s charm.
lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs

651-690-8582 • $359,900

2296 BenSon unit B
at Brandychase is 2-BR, 2-bath condo with patio on main 
level. No stairs! New furnace, central air, hardwoods, 
fireplace. Pottery Barn cute. Why rent, must see!

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900

SuPer fAmily home
Fabulous maintenance-free 3-BR, 2-bath, 2-story near golf 
course. Main floor family room and office/library. Natural 
wdwk. & floors, eat-in kitchen, brand new bath, ½ bath on 
main floor. Many updates.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $429,900

JuSt the cuteSt – old & new world
2-BR, 2-story on lovely fenced, landscaped, oversized lot 
in quaint little pocket just north of St. Thomas and east 
of Town & Country Club. New furnace, bath, eat-in kit. & 
pantry, remilled natural woodwork throughout. 2 car.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $249,900

highlAnd PArK'S neweSt
townhouse conversion. 11 units, 1,052 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 
1 bath. Upscale urban living. Superior finishes include, 
hdwd. floors, ceramic & slate tile, maple or cherry cabinets, 
everything new in unit. Customize to your taste!

carolin BecKer
612-709-7994

wonderful mAc-grovelAnd 2-Story
on gorgeous lot! Spacious rooms, main floor family room, 
new kitchen, built-ins, 3 BRs & more! Call for more details 
or to see. 1430 Fairmount Ave.

jimmy fogel
612-889-2000 • $475,000

sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson

sarah Kinney sarah Kinney sarah Kinney dennis Breining
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mcgrath
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mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
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NEW LIST

COMING

SOON

st. paul’s newest neighborhood!
Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday 

through Monday, Noon to 5. Private 
showings by appointment.

651-210-2462
lovethyneighborhood.com

SOLD

gary fabel

need helP finding laKeshore
in nw wiSconSin??

Let my 30 years' experience work for you.

You need to be represented by someone who cares and
wants to help you make sure your investment is protected.

I've been hiking, biking & boating back roads, trailways, and lakes for over 40 years. 
Extremely familiar with lake areas in St. Croix, Polk, Barron, Washburn, Burnett, and Sawyer Counties.

I work nights & weekends, 24/7 for you!
gary faBel

651-282-9613 or 651-334-3659

joan johnson

NEW PRICE

jimmy fogel
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2417 AronA Street
THis fabulous mid-century, custom-built walkout rambler 
features an open floor plan with main floor FR, see-through 
fireplace, large updated eat-in kit. Beautiful lot with gas fire 
pit, raspberries, mature trees and landscaping.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $379,900

ShAdow fAllS gem!
Fabulous architectural details include graceful archways,
beamed ceilings, a charming sunroom, front foyer, unique
fireplace and much more! Generous room sizes and neu-
tral classic decor! 4 BRs up, plus more LL finished space. 
181 Montrose Place. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $479,000

greAt 4-Bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

eASy living
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and 
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral 
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage 
too! 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $159,500

greAt new Price! $218,000
Own 1,700+ square feet of history in this great building. 2 
new baths, 3 BRs and a garage. Enjoy the character, enjoy 
the neighborhood. Walk to everything.

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $218,000

Premiere offering!
This one will dazzle you! Freshly remodeled 2+ bedroom, 
2-bath condo offers all-new kitchen, flooring, carpet! Must 
see! 1077 Sibley Memorial Highway.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $225,000

PAmPered Perfection!
Over 1,600 sq. ft. on the main level! Spacious 3-bedroom, 
3-bath, fabulous family room, private owner's suite, 2 
fireplaces! 1732 Sutton.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $364,800

Premiere offering!
One-of-a-kind 3-bedroom, 3-bath, completely renovated! 
Refinished hardwood, dream kitchen, marble baths, 2 
fireplaces, A+++ 822 Osceola.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $539,000

rich in ArchitecturAl detAil
Turn-of-the-century Summit Ave. home w/exotic wdwk., 
sun porch & huge kit., perfect for entertaining. 4-car gar. 
w/attic, private backyard, updated 3rd floor apt., LL office 
& 2 FPs. 611 Summit.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,300,000

exquiSite executive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyerr sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently land-
scaped private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panor-
maic view of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

the AwArd-winning wAldorf
This dazzling, complete restoration features an open floor 
plan, fireplace, hardwood floors, large windows, a luxuri-
ous LL (with built-in bar, wine cellar & walk-in humidor) 
and old fashioned front porch with picturesque views of 
historic Summit Avenue. 676 Summit Ave. #101.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $699,000

551 AShlAnd 
Stunning 2-level condo with 2,600 sq. ft., full updates, 
mint condition, 600 sq. ft. owner's suite, 2-car garage, 
CAC, forced air heat, tons of storage. Private outdoor 
spaces, prime Crocus Hill location.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $496,000

544 AShlAnd 
Great opportunity for a Crocus Hill condo. Private yard, 
2-car garage, 1 BRs+. 2 levels, large deck, big kitchen.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

locAtion locAtion!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $785,000

you'll Be envied!
4340 Dorchester Ct.: Stunning soft contemporary in 
impeccable condition situated in Hawthorne Woods. 
It offers a bright open floor plan and recently updated 
kitchen. Fabulous king sized master suite, and delightful 
4-season porch.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $584,900

cArefree living!
1450 Bidwell Unit #108: Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath condo 
with a delightful front patio, large living room and dining 
room, 2 heated underground parking stalls, and a great 
building with pool, sauna, and party room.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $139,900

new liSting
Picturesque south-facing expansion with a charming 
interior. 2BRs, hdwd. floors, living room FP, updated 
kitchen, partially-finished basement, wonderful potential 
in unfinished walkup attic, newer mechanicals, central air, 
excellent condition, close to the Village. 1873 Hillcrest.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $264,000

AmAzing Price reduction – now $469,000
Perfect for an old house buyer loving modern updates. 
New Rumsford wood burning FP, finished 3rd floor, 3 
summer porches, handsome wdwk., floors & staircase, 
French doors to deck, updated kitchen, 4+ BRs, 1½ 
baths. 1756 Lincoln.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $469,000

highlAnd PArKwAy tudor
Solid 4-BR brick Tudor w/updated kitchen, 1st floor fam-
ily room, 2 fireplaces, 3rd floor BR, basement rec room, 
double tuckunder garage. 1667 Highland Parkway.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $495,000

739 mAPle hillS drive #e
New 2003 townhome in Maplewood/Falcon Heights. 
Close-in location. Gateway Trail out your door. 2 BRs, 2-
car garage, end unit. Family room, fireplace, huge kitchen 
with walk-in pantry, private views of pond and woods.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

315 Pine St.
Historic B&B, now a mint condo home in Historic 
Hastings. Less than 20 miles to the city. 1,700 sq. ft., 2 
BRs, 2 baths, 3 fireplaces. Penthouse home with private 
elevator and incredible, all-glass solarium.
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $417,000

King'S mAPlewood 3-Br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

wonderful Pond viewS
2465 Westview Terrace: View two ponds from the beauti-
ful 22x14 deck. Great 5-BR, 4-bath in desirable Mendota 
Heights. Close to STA and Vis. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $464,900

greAt StArter!
Wonderful 2-BR, 2-bath home on Bohland. Newer roof, 
siding, windows, furnace & water heater. Beautiful hard-
wood floors and woodburning fireplace. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

clArence JohnSton deSign
Wonderful 1894 home, last used as single fam-
ily. Converted to duplex in '40s. Great rental potential. 
Historic restorer's dream. Newer roof, high-efficiency 
boiler, hdwd. floors, great woodwork. 546 Holly Ave.

mary orr
651-282-9661 • $599,900

you will love thiS condo!
Two-level, 2-BR, 2-bath, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo. In-unit 
laundry, hdwd. floors, granite countertops, stainless steel 
appl., 1-stall gar., south-facing sunroom, formal DR and 
large BR & bath on main floor. Upper level w/sitting room, 
2nd BR & fabulous master bath! 535 Selby Ave. #3.

april rosendahl-neu
651-282-9646 • $329,900

Summit Avenue BeAuty
Beautiful 6-BR, 4-bath dream home on Summit Avenue. 
This 3-story Queen Anne features large, gracious spaces, 
hardwood floors, French doors, bay windows, wonderful 
oversized corner lot, private yard & more.

Kathryn Kennedy
612-558-6488

edgcumBe chArm w/uPdAteS
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

188 winifred 
Great Riverview home with turn-of-the-last-century details. 
Large rooms, main floor family room, outdoor spaces. 4+ 
BRs, 2 baths, lots of light. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

6012 PArK Ave. So.
New list in Nokomis. Sparkling '40s bungalow with 3 
finished levels, 2 baths, 3 BRs. All MAC-improved. Just 
move in & easy access to everything.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $244,900

2006 JefferSon iS new!
Fabulous American four square completely remodeled 
including all new mechanicals, roof, 2-car garage, kitchen, 
central air, gorgeous new family room, 2 new baths, gas 
fireplace and, of course, gleaming natural woodwork and 
floors. All the '20s charm.
lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs

651-690-8582 • $359,900

2296 BenSon unit B
at Brandychase is 2-BR, 2-bath condo with patio on main 
level. No stairs! New furnace, central air, hardwoods, 
fireplace. Pottery Barn cute. Why rent, must see!

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900

SuPer fAmily home
Fabulous maintenance-free 3-BR, 2-bath, 2-story near golf 
course. Main floor family room and office/library. Natural 
wdwk. & floors, eat-in kitchen, brand new bath, ½ bath on 
main floor. Many updates.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $429,900

JuSt the cuteSt – old & new world
2-BR, 2-story on lovely fenced, landscaped, oversized lot 
in quaint little pocket just north of St. Thomas and east 
of Town & Country Club. New furnace, bath, eat-in kit. & 
pantry, remilled natural woodwork throughout. 2 car.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $249,900

highlAnd PArK'S neweSt
townhouse conversion. 11 units, 1,052 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 
1 bath. Upscale urban living. Superior finishes include, 
hdwd. floors, ceramic & slate tile, maple or cherry cabinets, 
everything new in unit. Customize to your taste!

carolin BecKer
612-709-7994

wonderful mAc-grovelAnd 2-Story
on gorgeous lot! Spacious rooms, main floor family room, 
new kitchen, built-ins, 3 BRs & more! Call for more details 
or to see. 1430 Fairmount Ave.

jimmy fogel
612-889-2000 • $475,000

sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson

sarah Kinney sarah Kinney sarah Kinney dennis Breining

jane austin
mcgrath

jane austin
mcgrath

jane austin
mcgrath

mary orr
april

rosendahl-neu Kathryn Kennedy daniel Buchen

gary fabel gary fabel

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

jim Burton jim Burton jim Burton

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

carolin Becker

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

dennis Breining

dennis Breining

dennis Breining

dennis Breining

NEW LIST

COMING

SOON

st. paul’s newest neighborhood!
Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday 

through Monday, Noon to 5. Private 
showings by appointment.

651-210-2462
lovethyneighborhood.com

SOLD

gary fabel

need helP finding laKeshore
in nw wiSconSin??

Let my 30 years' experience work for you.

You need to be represented by someone who cares and
wants to help you make sure your investment is protected.

I've been hiking, biking & boating back roads, trailways, and lakes for over 40 years. 
Extremely familiar with lake areas in St. Croix, Polk, Barron, Washburn, Burnett, and Sawyer Counties.

I work nights & weekends, 24/7 for you!
gary faBel

651-282-9613 or 651-334-3659

joan johnson

NEW PRICE

jimmy fogel
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Next to the
Highland Theatre

760 Cleveland Ave. S.
651.699.8433 full service salon for 18 years

Your local libation station Spring Specials

by the Ford Bridge
Over 30 years in the spirits business

2289 Ford Pkwy
651-699-7070

Prices good thru Sat., 
April 19, 2008.

Tisdale
Wine
$199750 ml

Michelob Golden
& Golden Light
     $1499  24 pk cans

Join us for our Annual Meeting & Spring Concert
Thursday, May 22nd at 6:30 pm

Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Annual meeting and elections—The Highland District 
Council will hold its annual meeting and elections from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 9, in the auditorium of Ford 
Motor Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant. (Enter off Ford 
Parkway across from Bakers Square.) The meeting will include 
a financial recap for 2007, a chance to meet St. Paul City Coun-
cil member Pat Harris and St. Paul Police Commander Doug 
Holtz, and a presentation by committee member Pat Sellner 
on the city’s Capital Improvement Budget process for 2009. 
Highland area businesses will be providing a dessert bar. The 
elections will be held to fill all seats from even-numbered grids 
plus two at-large seats. To view the grid map and election pro-
cedures, visit the HDC website. For more information, call the 
HDC office or e-mail hdc@visi.com.

Neighborhood garage sale—The Highland District Coun-
cil and Highland Business Association are teaming up this 
year to hold a neighborhood garage sale on Friday and Sat-
urday, May 16-17. Those who are interested in participating 
are asked to call 651-259-1204 and leave their name, address, 
types of items being sold and the days and hours of their sale. 

Electronic newsletter—Highland residents may sign up to 
receive an electronic newsletter on the 15th of every month by 
visiting the council’s website and clicking on newsletter regis-
tration. Check the box for e-news.  

Spring parks cleanup—The St. Paul Division of Parks and 
Recreation will hold a spring parks cleanup from 8:30 to 11:00 
a.m. Saturday, April 12. After picking up supplies and breakfast 
at a kickoff celebration, volunteers will head out to the park or 
recreation center of their choice to pick up trash. For informa-
tion, call 651-632-2459, visit www.stpaul.gov/parks/environ-
ment/parkscleanup or e-mail environment@stpaul.gov.

Home Improvement Fair—The 16th annual Macalester-
Groveland & Highland Park Home Improvement Fair will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, April 19, at Cretin-
Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. This year’s fair will once again 
emphasize “green” home improvements. 

Volunteers needed—The HDC needs volunteers to help 
out with the Home Improvement Fair on April 19 and the 
spring neighborhood cleanup on May 17. Those who are in-
terested in helping may send an e-mail to hdc@visi.com.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Annual meeting—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council will hold its annual meeting and board elections from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 10, at Mount Zion Temple, 
1300 Summit Ave. Those who attend will be able to sample 
desserts, elect board representatives, hear about neighborhood 
history from journalist Jane McClure, and find out what the 
community council has been up to in the past year. Those who 
are interested in running for a board seat may call executive 
director Melissa Martinez-Sones at the council office or e-mail 
her at melissa@macgrove.org.

Home Improvement Fair—The 16th annual Macalester-
Groveland & Highland Park Home Improvement Fair will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, April 19, at Cretin-
Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. This year’s fair will once again 
emphasize green home improvements. More than 75 exhibi-
tors will be on hand and 15 workshops will be conducted. For 
more information, contact Andy Hamerlinck at the council’s 
office. 

Spring parks cleanup—The St. Paul Division of Parks and 

Recreation will hold a spring parks cleanup and neighborhood 
anti-litter campaign from 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. Saturday, April 12. 
Supplies and breakfast will be provided at kickoff celebrations 
throughout St Paul. Volunteers will then head to the park or 
recreation center of their choice to pick up trash. For more  
information or to register, call 651-632-2459 or visit www.
stpaul.gov/parks/environment/parkscleanup.

St. Paul police forum—Berkshire Advisors is currently 
conducting a best practices study for the St. Paul Police De-
partment. As part of that study, the consulting firm is holding 
a series of public forums to give citizens a chance to relate their 
experiences with and expectations for the Police Department. 
The final forum will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 9, in the eco-lab room at Metropolitan State Univer-
sity. Residents may drop in at any time during the forum to 
share their perspectives with the consultants.

Dates to remember—Annual meeting and elections, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 10, Mount Zion Temple, 1300 
Summit Ave.; Community Outreach Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 15, Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 
S. Griggs St.; Environmental Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 17, Edgcumbe; and Home Improvement Fair, 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, April 19, Cretin-Derham 
Hall, 550 S. Albert St.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Board notes—On March 13, the Summit Hill Association’s 
board of directors heard a proposal for extending the under-
ground irrigation lines from the Linwood Recreation Cen-
ter to the Sam Morgan Prairie restoration site just east of the 
building. The extension would make it easier for volunteers 
to water plants during the summer. The estimated bid for ex-
tending the line is $535. The SHA will attempt to raise some of 
the money and will ask the city to assist with the cost.

SHA House Tour tickets—Looking for an ideal Mother’s 
Day gift? Stop by the SHA office at the Linwood Recreation 
Center or check the association’s website to purchase tickets 
for the Summit Hill House Tour on Sunday, September 14. 
Twelve homes and three public spaces will be featured on this 
year’s tour.

Getting to know you—The SHA’s “Welcome Booklet” has 
been redesigned to make it more current, less expensive to 
produce and easier to use. Once published, the SHA will dis-
tribute the booklet through neighborhood block clubs. The 
booklet also will be available from the SHA website and pos-
sibly by CD.

Volunteers needed—The SHA’s Development Committee 
continues to move ahead on two fundraising projects: creating 

a Summit Hill cookbook and writing a history of the neigh-
borhood. Both projects are volunteer-driven. The SHA Envi-
ronment Committee also is looking for volunteers to help wa-
ter, mulch and maintain the gardens and Sam Morgan prairie 
at the Linwood Recreation Center. Call or stop by the SHA 
office for more information and to pick up a copy of “The Blue 
Thumb Guide to Rain Gardens.”

Dates to remember—SHA board meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 10, Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave.; 
Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Monday, April 14, Linwood; spring progressive sup-
per, Saturday, April 26; Communications Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Monday, April 28, Linwood; neighborhood garage 
sale, Saturday, May 3; neighborhood cleanup, Saturday, May 
10; and Grand Old Day, Sunday, June 1. For more information, 
contact the SHA office.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Welcome to Union Park—The District 13 board has cho-
sen the Union Park District Council (UPDC) as its new name. 
Union Park is meant to suggest the union between the three 
neighborhoods that make up the district: Merriam Park, Snel-
ling-Hamline and Lexington-Hamline. Material printed with 
the Union Park name will also state “Many Neighborhoods— 
One Community.” Board vice president Glen McCluskey said 
the council wanted a name that was unique, but also has some 
historical roots. Union Park, later changed to Iris Park, includes 
Iris Lake. It was an early amusement park and was platted into 
city lots for building purposes in the late 1880s.

Sober house zoning ordinance—The St. Paul Planning 
Commission has tentatively scheduled a public hearing on Fri-
day, April 18, to consider the latest draft of a zoning ordinance 
pertaining to sober houses. Last fall, a one-year moratorium 
was placed on the establishment of new sober houses so the 
city could develop a definition and zoning ordinance for those 
properties. The Union Park District Council has been working 
with a neighborhood task force, City Council members and 
city staff to ensure neighborhood involvement in the process. 
A final draft ordinance is expected to go to the City Council 
in June. For a copy of the draft ordinance, call Luis Pereira at 
651-266-6591.

Rock-Tenn Meeting—The Rock-Tenn Community Advi-
sory Panel will meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday, April 21, at Wilder 
Center, 451 N. Lexington Pkwy. A presentation will be given at 
that time on anaerobic digestion.

Merriam Park recreation—The St. Paul Division of Parks 
and Recreation will hold a public meeting on Thursday, April 
24, to discuss recreational programs and community services 
offered in Merriam Park. The meeting will be held from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. at the Merriam Park Community Center, 2000 St. 
Anthony Ave. 

Western District police meetings—Officers at the new 
Western District Police Station, 389 N. Hamline Ave., are meet-
ing with the public to discuss crime and safety issues at 9:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month. The 
next meeting will be held on April 15. Call 651-266-5632.

Need recycling bins?—Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline 
and Lexington-Hamline residents may pick up recycling bins 
between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 16, at the Mer-
riam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. 

Upcoming meetings—Land Use Committee, 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. Wednesday, April 16 (call for location); board of direc-
tors, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, Merriam Park Community 
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave.

District Council News

District councils 
in Villager area
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/April 9
The Longfellow Garden Club 
will meet from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3207 
37th Ave. S., Minneapolis. Susan and Paul 
Damon will speak on “Bungalows and 
Native Gardens: A Long-term View.” The 
club also will hold its annual silent auction 
during the meeting. Admission is free.

Empty Bowls will be held from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (lunch) and 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. (dinner) today at Cretin-Derham Hall, 
550 S. Albert St. Guests will be invited to 
make a donations, select a ceramic bowl 
made by local artisans and art students, 
and enjoy a simple meal of soup and bread 
donated by area restaurants. Proceeds will 
benefit Heifer International, which provides 
livestock and seed to families in developing 
countries. Call 651-690-2443.

Red Cross blood drives will 
be held from 2:30 to 7:30 this evening at 
Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave., 
and from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today and 
tomorrow at the University of St. Thomas. 
Call 1-800-448-3543.

Thursday/April 10
Walter Mondale will be a special 
guest of the National Security Forum at 
noon today at William Mitchell College 
of Law, 875 Summit Ave. The former vice 
president will speak on “Security vs. the 
Law: A False Choice.” Admission is free. 
Register at www.wmitchell.edu/lectures.

A support group for divorcing 
and recently divorced individuals will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. on eight consecutive Thursdays, 
beginning this evening, at House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church, 797 Summit Ave. Call 
Darlene Auger Stensby at 651-223-7544 or 
Kay Crawford at 651-227-5919 to register.

A Spring Sale of children’s clothing, 
baby equipment, toys and children’s books, 
CDs and DVDs will take place from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. today and from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Call 
651-698-0751.

A World War II history Roundtable 
on “Fortifications of the Third Reich” will 
be held at 7:00 this evening at Fort Snelling. 
The cost is $5.00, or free for college students 
with student ID. Call 612-726-1171.

Historic St. Paul will present a free 
preservation talk on “What’s Brewing in 
St. Paul?” from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening 
at Summit Brewery, 910 Montreal Circle. 
Doug Hoverson, author of Land of Amber 
Waters: The History of Brewing in Minnesota, 
will tell the story of the St. Paul beer 
industry. Afterward, the discussion will turn 
to the future of the Hamm and Schmidt 
breweries. Summit Brewery samples will be 
served. Call 651-222-3049. 

Friday/April 11
MONDO XIX, a juggling and unicycle 
festival, will take place this weekend at 
Gangelhoff Center at Concordia University, 
275 N. Syndicate St. Hours are from 5:00 
p.m. to midnight today, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. tomorrow and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday. A weekend pass is $7.00. 
A public show will take place at 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12, at Central High School, 

275 N. Lexington Pkwy. Admission is $10-
$12. Visit www.mondofest.org.

Sokol Minnesota will hold its annual 
garage sale from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. today 
and from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. tomorrow 
at the C.S.P.S. Hall, 383 Michigan St. A 
$3.00 bag sale will take place on Saturday. 
Donations may be dropped off at the hall 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Thursday, April 
10. Call 651-290-0542.

Saturday/April 12
State Rep. Michael Paymar will 
hold a constituent meeting from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon today at the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Call 651-296-5999.

A Rummage and Bake Sale will 
be held from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. today 
at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 700 
Wesley Lane, Mendota Heights. Call 651-
452-5683.

A civil war symposium will be held 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. today at Fort 
Snelling. Admission is $10-$15, or free for 
college students with a student ID. A buffet 
lunch will be available for an extra $10. Call 
612-726-1171.

St. Joseph’s School of Music, 450 
N. Syndicate  St., will hold an open house 
from 1:00 to 2:00 this afternoon. The open 
house will feature faculty performances, 
an introduction to summer programs and 
tours. Call 651-690-4364 or visit stjoseph-
schoolofmusic.net.

Sunday/April 13
An Urban Expedition to Great 
Britain will be offered from 1:00 to 3:00 
this afternoon in the cortile at Landmark 
Center. Visitors will be able to travel across 
the ocean without leaving St. Paul to enjoy 
a spot of tea, British art projects and more. 
Admission is free. Call 651-292-3276.

Monday/April 14
A free presentation on 
understanding blood sugar and body 
composition will be offered at 6:00 this 
evening at the BodyMind Chiropractic 
Center, 1650 Iglehart Ave. Call to register at 
651-293-1497.

“Latin America” will be the topic of 
discussion at 7:00 this evening in the Coeur 
de Catherine at the College of St. Catherine. 
Hector Garcia, co-founded of Minnesotans 

for NAFTA, will talk about the faltering 
relationship between Latin America and the 
United States. The cost is $10. Call 651-690-
6666 to register.

Tuesday/April 15
The St. Catherine Forum on 
Women in Leadership will be held from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. today in the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 11 E. Kellogg Blvd. 
National Public Radio’s national political 
correspondent Mara Liasson will speak 
on women, leadership and politics 2008. 
Tickets are $45, or $25 for students with a 
valid ID. Call 651-690-6819.

The Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 
943 W. 7th St., will hold an open discussion 
during its conversational salon from 6:30 
to 8:30 this evening. The salon is free, but 
donations are encouraged for the program 
and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

Peter Rachleff, a history professor 
at Macalester College, will speak on 
Minnesota’s labor movement in the 20th 
and 21st centuries at 7:00 this evening at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Admission is free. Call 651-259-3000.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 7:30 this evening at Jefferson Avenue and 
Victoria Street for a hike through the West 
7th neighborhood. Call 651-646-6421.

Wednesday/April 16
Students and attorneys will 
provide free assistance with completing 
healthcare directive forms today, National 
Healthcare Decisions Day, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 this evening at William Mitchell 
College of Law, 875 Summit Ave. Register at 
www.wmitchell.edu/lectures.

Forty-one young women 
representing St. Paul area high schools will 
be honored for outstanding achievement 
in athletics during the 14th annual Athena 
Awards ceremony at 11:30 this morning at 
the Prom Center in Oakdale. The keynote 
speaker will be Mary Brainerd, the CEO 
of HealthPartners and a former Athena 
winner. For ticket information, call Kathy 
McIntyre at 651-645-1858.

Thursday/April 17
The St. Paul Metro La Leche 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening. All 
expectant and nursing mothers and their 
babies are welcome. Call 651-645-8516.

Community Neighborhood 
Housing Services will hold its annual 
meeting and fundraiser from 5:00 to 8:00 
this evening at the Wigington Pavilion at 
Harriet Island. The evening will include a 
social hour, program, dinner, music, silent 
auction and raffle. The suggested donation 
is $20. Call 651-292-8710, ext. 200.

The St. Paul Sunrise Rotary Club 
will sponsor a breakfast forum, “Strategies 
for the New Carbon Economy,” from 7:15 to 
9:00 this morning at the Town and Country 
Club, 300 Mississippi River Blvd. Kevin 
Bengston of Xcel Energy and Jimmie Sparks 
of the Neighborhood Energy Connection 
will discuss practical tools to sustain the 
world’s environment. Call Steve Baker at 
651-646-7521 by April 10 to register.

kiosk c22

Czech and Slovak Sokol 
Minnesota celebrated 
its 125th anniversary on 
April 6 at the CSPS Hall, 
383 Michigan St. Above, 
Louise Wessinger leads 
the way as festivities 
begin. At left, Georgina 
Dolejsi accompanies the 
singing of three na-
tional anthems. Below, a 
larger-than-life puppet.
Photos by Brad Stauffer
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The Holy Spirit Men’s Club 
will hold a bingo night for those 18 and 
older from 7:00 to 9:30 this evening in the 
lower level of the church, 515 S. Albert St. 
Refreshments will be available.

A used Book Sale to raise scholarship 
funds for women will be held by the 
American Association of University Women 
from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. today and 
tomorrow and from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
on Sunday at the AAUW clubhouse, 990 
Summit Ave. Visit www.aauwstpaul.org.

A spring sale will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. today at Resources for 
Child Caring, 10 Yorkton Court. Children’s 
books, puzzles, videos, DVDs and books 
for adults will be sold. Prices range from 50 
cents to $4.00. Call 651-641-3544.

Friday/April 18
A Family Night will be held from 
6:00 to 9:00 this evening at St. Thomas 
Academy, 949 Mendota Heights Road, 
Mendota Heights. The evening will include 
a volleyball tournament, battle of the bands, 
silent auction, carnival games and raffle, 
and will be capped off with a performance 
by the school’s Crack Drill Squad. 
Admission is free. Call 651-454-4570.

Saturday/April 19
An Earth Day river Cleanup will 
be held from 9:30 a.m. to noon today on 
East 36th Street and West River Parkway 
in Minneapolis. The cleanup is being 
sponsored by Friends of the Mississippi 
River and the Gorge Stewards. Volunteers 
will receive gloves, trash bags and free pizza.
Call Sue Rich at 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

A construction tour will be 
offered from 1:00 to 3:00 this afternoon 
at the state Capitol. The tour will focus on 
architect Cass Gilbert and those involved in 
building the Capitol from 1986-1905. The 
cost is $4.00-$7.00. Call 651-296-2881.

An Earth day weekend cleanup 
will be held at 10:00 this morning at Fort 

Snelling State Park. Volunteers will meet at 
the visitor center. Call 612-725-2724.

A chicken dinner and bake sale 
will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 this evening  
at Mendota Heights United Church of 
Christ, 680 Highway 110, Mendota Heights. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $3.00 for 
children. Take-out will be available. Call 
651-454-1311.

Sunday/April 20
A Turtle talk will be given at 1:00 
this afternoon at Fort Snelling State Park. 
Visitors will learn about the habitat, range 
and life cycle of the eight species of turtles 
native to Minnesota. Call 612-725-2724.

Monday/April 21
The Garden Club of Ramsey County 
will meet at 7:25 this evening at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Nancy 
Scherer will speak on planting ideas from 
English gardens. Admission is free. Call 
651-696-1996.

Tuesday/April 22
The Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 
943 W. 7th St., will hold a conversational 
salon from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. Two 
human rights observers in Guatemala will 
talk about the country’s history and current 
situation. The salon is free, but donations 
are encouraged for the program and treats. 
Call 651-227-3228.

Tom Gjelten, a journalist with National 
Public Radio, will speak about his years of 
extensive reporting on Cuba at 7:00 this 
evening in Kagin Commons at Macalester 
College. Admission is free, but tickets 
are required and may be picked up at the 
Bibelot Shops. Call 651-696-6203.

Highland Park Senior High 
School, is inviting the public to share their 
thoughts about the school at meetings that 
will be held from 7:00 to 8:30 this morning in 
the school library, 1015 S. Snelling Ave., and 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 24, at 
the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, 270 
N. Kent St. Call 651-293-8940.

21b kiosk

The Minnesota Children’s Museum 
teamed up with the Cathedral of St. 
Paul to host Family Day on April 6 as 

a continued celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of laying of the Cathedral’s 
cornerstone. Above, children examine 

a model of the log cabin that served as 
the area’s first cathedral. At right, organ-

ist James Callahan shares information 
about the massive Skinner pipe organ 

in the Cathedral’s upper gallery, which is 
normally closed to the public. 

Photos by Anne Brandrud
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On the Town

MEXICAN-GRILL & BAR

Fresh Mexican Cuisine             Happy Hour 3-7
Buffet  M-F  11-3             Monday 1/2 Price Wine

242 W 7th St    651-209-9210

Christ Church
L U T H E R A N

 3244 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN (612) 721-6611    

A welcoMING
coNGReGATIoN

Sunday Worship – 9:30 am

Education Hour: 11:00 am
Childcare Provided

www.christchurchluth.org
Pastor Kristine Carlson

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Can a bootleg recipe for hot dish really 
bring down the house? Teachers 
at Henry Sibley High School are 

betting that the ubiquitous Minnesota staple, 
augmented by young love and everyone’s 
favorite Scandinavians, Sven and Ole, will 
make for an unforgettable theater experience 
for audience and cast alike. To up the ante, 
they’ve added some sleazy gangsters from 
the big city, nine original songs and a re-
orchestrated version of the beloved hymn 
“How Great Thou Art.” 

Hallelujah Hot Dish! A Tale of Two Harbors 
will be performed in the Sibley auditorium 
from Thursday through Saturday, April 
10-12. The seed for the ambitious produc-
tion was planted when media studies teacher 
Dann Hurlbert and a friend saw a less than 
mediocre production at another high school 
and remarked that they could do better.

“I think you need to take a risk for kids’ 
sake, otherwise they don’t get the education 
they need,” Hurlbert said, “and you don’t get 
challenged either. So I said, ‘Let’s try it.’”

With a small grant for curriculum devel-
opment from the school district, Hurlbert, 
who occasionally works as an actor in the 
Twin Cities, started developing the script and 
song lyrics last August. Orchestra director 
Ed Schlueter and choir director and vocal 
teacher Aaron Kapaun joined in the plan-
ning. Language arts teacher Dan McCormick 
later added to the script development process 
and band director Clayton Browne came 
aboard to collaborate with the music. Burke 
Lippert, a local dance teacher, added the 
choreography.

“The way it works,” Hurlbert said, “is 
I write the script and lyrics, give them to 
Aaron, who comes up with a melody and 
maybe a vocal line, then he passes things 
off to Browne and a little bit to Schlueter, 
at which point it gets orchestrated and they 
start adding instruments.”

More than 20 student musicians make up 
the pit orchestra. “It’s a lot of music,” Hurlbert 
said. “I had no idea the music would be that 
intensive.” 

Set in Two Harbors in 1920, Hallelujah Hot 
Dish! tells the story of Runa, a starry-eyed 17-
year-old girl who longs to escape small town 
life, but gets a dose of reality when Mick, a 
big city boy from Duluth, arrives in town. 
Trying to flee his mob connections, Mick has 

made off with a “hot” recipe for hot dish, and 
his former cronies, the Duluth Disagreeables 
(“they’re not altogether bad, just disagree-
able,” Hurlbert said), led by the dastardly 
Killer, want it back. 

The 40-member student cast portrays the 
characters that can be found in a small town, 
including the ladies who have their standing 
appointments at the local beauty parlor. The 
women spice up the show with such musical 
numbers as “Minnesota Nice” and “Women 
Who Know.”

Other musical elements are there as well. 
The cast sets the mood with “Just Another 
Average Day,”  Runa and her father sing a 
touching duet called “Letting Go,” the mob-
sters do their big number “Retribution” and 
Killer, who is enormous in a fat suit, has an 
insightful solo called “Unexamined Life.” 

Hurlbert left room in the dialogue for the 
students to improvise and incorporated their 
spontaneity into the final script. “So much 
of what we’ve done has been them,” he said. 
“Instead of two or three of us working on 
dialogue, we have a cast of 40 doing lines. It 
really has added a lot of humor. I think that 
has helped (the students) buy into it. They’re 
part of the process.” 

The students who play Sven and Ole, in 
particular, have proved to be a comic duo. “I 
never know if they’re going to say their lines 
or throw something else out there, but I’m 
comfortable with it,” Hurlbert said.

He does confess to moments of anxiety, 
but then, he said, “the kids come in and step 
it up a notch, or the dancers click, or you 
hear the kids singing with an honest-to-

goodness orchestra, and the scene changes 
come together, and you go, ‘Holy cow! This is 
a real live musical!’ I think we’re going to be 
pretty darn proud of this.”

Teachers and other staff have “kind of 
jumped in behind this,” Hurlbert said. When 
he said he wanted a forest on stage, his col-
leagues began bringing in artificial Christmas 
trees, and he now has about 20. “Most of 

them don’t want them back, so I think I’m 
doing them a favor,” he said.

Hurlbert is currently working on a master’s 
degree in digital cinema from National 
University. As part of his thesis, he is using 
Hallelujah Hot Dish! to create an educational 
video for a curriculum on how to write and 
produce a musical.

“I have a couple of students who’ve been 
through my film studies and video produc-
tion class who are exceptional,” he said. 

Students took turns filming the writing 
team working at home, sitting at the piano 
and bouncing ideas off each other, as well 
as students constructing sets, learning lines 
and rehearsing dance scenes. Once the stage 
production is finished and the video is shot, 
Hurlbert will edit the video and narrate the 
steps to walk viewers through the process. 
Eventually, he hopes the curriculum will help 
other teachers create their own musicals. 

Hallelujah Hot Dish! will be performed at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, April 10-11, 
and at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12, at Sibley, 
1897 Delaware Ave., Mendota Heights. Tick-
ets are $4.00-$6.00. From noon to 1:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, a hot dish feed at $5.00 per plate 
will benefit the drama department.  

Daisy Hinding (Runa), Kevin Kleman (Mick) and Julian Spindell (Killer) rehearse a scene 
from Hallelujah Hot Dish. Calling the action from a church steeple in the background are 
Mick Rikess (Ole) and Jack Barrett (Sven). photo by brad stauffer

Sibley teachers collaborating on the spring musical, from left, are Ed Schlueter, Dann 
Hurlbert, Clayton Browne, Aaron Kapaun and Daniel McCormick. submitted photo

Sing for your supper
Sibley staff get a taste for writing 
musicals with Hallelujah Hot Dish!
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Lunch that is close
Lunch that is convenient

Lunch that is an experience
Lunch that is

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Happy Hour – $2.00 domestic bottles
appetizer specials

 Sun.  4 p.m. - 6 p.m., Mon. - Thurs. 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Books
Charles Baxter will read from his recent 
novel, The Soul Thief, at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 10, in Weyerhaeuser Chapel at Macal­
ester College. A 1969 Macalester graduate, 
Baxter is a professor of creative writing at the 
University of Minnesota. Admission is free. 

Author Kao Kalia Yang, 28, will discuss her 
new book, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong 
Family Memoir, on Thursday, April 10, in 
Buenger Education Center at Concordia 
University, 275 N. Syndicate St. A book 
signing begins at 7:00 p.m.. The free program 
follows at 7:30. In the book, Yang traces her 
family history, from her parents’ wedding in 
Laos, to her birth in a refugee camp and their 
journey to America. Call 651-222-3242.

Dublin poet Pat Boran, winner of the 12th 
annual Lawrence O’Shaughnessey Award 
for Poetry given by the University of St. 
Thomas Center for Irish Studies, will read 
from his verse at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 11, 
in the auditorium of St. Thomas’ John Roach 
Center. Admission is free. Call 651-962-5662.

Best-selling author Eric Jerome Dickey 
will read from his latest novel, Pleasure, at 
7:00 p.m. Friday, April 11, at Borders, 1390 
University Ave. Admission is free.

Common Good Books, 165 N. Western 
Ave., will present readings by the following 
authors: Stuart Fail from Pause at 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12; John Spayde from How to 
Believe at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13; Austin 
Dacey from The Secular Conscience at 2:00 
p.m. Sunday, April 20. Unless otherwise 
noted, the readings are free and held at Nina’s 
Coffee Cafe upstairs from the bookstore.

Author Linda Knebel Pruden will discuss 
her book, Reflections of a Changing Family: 
A Recipe Book of Life, at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
April 14, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
104 S. Snelling Ave. Admission is free. A 
reception will follow with refreshments made 
from Pruden’s book. Call 651-699-5560.

Arden Hills poet Kirsten K. Dierking will 
read from her new collection Northern 
Oracle at 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 15, in the 
O’Shaughnessy-Frey Library Center at the 
University of St. Thomas. Admission is free.

Brothers Barton and Russ Sutter, the 
Duluth writer and Minneapolis musician, 

respectively, will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 15, at the University Club, 
420 Summit Ave. Barton will read from his 
works, which have won Minnesota Book 
Awards in fiction, creative nonfiction and 
poetry. Russ, a singer, also plays guitar, 
bodhran, accordion and dulcimer. Ramsey 
Hill author Carol Connolly will emcee 
the free program. Dinner is available. For 
reservations, call 651-222-1751.

“Global Poetry,” a free reading emceed by 
Ed Bok Lee, will be presented at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, in Founders Hall Auditor­
ium at Metropolitan State University, 700 E. 
7th St. Featured will be poets Bao Phi, Robert 
Karimi, Lorena Duarte and Sha Cage. An 
open mic will follow.

Richard “Deadeye” Hayes will read from 
his memoir, Outlaw Biker: My Life at Full 
Throttle, at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 16, at 
Barnes & Noble, 2080 Ford Pkwy. Admission 
is free. Call 651-690-9443.

Dance
Lóma Mór Irish Dance Club will host a 
benefit ceili from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednes­

day, April 9, at Merlin’s Rest Traditional Pub, 
3601 E. Lake St. in Minneapolis. Traditional 
Irish dances will be taught beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Wizard hats are optional. Admission is 
by donation with $5.00 suggested.

The Piano Tuner, new dance-theater by 
Live Action Set about a society out of tune 
and the unassuming craftsman called in to 
fix it, will be performed April 10-13 at the 
Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. Show times are 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $18. Call 612-340-1725.

James Sewell Ballet presents its spring show 
April 11-13 in O’Shaughnessy Auditorium 
at the College of St. Catherine. The ballets 
“Social Movements,” “By the Gypsy River 
Banks,” “Table Waltz” and “If This Then 
What” will be performed at 8:00 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13. 
A 60-minute dance program will be offered 
especially for children at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, 
April 12. Preceding the two evening shows 
will be a concert preview at 7:35. Artistic 
director James Sewell will answer questions 
from the audience following the matinee on 
April 13. Tickets are $32 for adults and $16 
for students for the full-length show; $10 for 

the children’s matinee, or free to children 
under age 4. Call 651-690-6700.
Zenon Dance Company’s 25th spring 
season will run April 17-27 at the 
Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Premieres by New York 
choreographers Jeanine Durning and 
Sean Curran, “Like an Octopus” by Susana 
Tambutti, and the swan song of founding 
member Christine Maginnis will be featured. 
Shows are at 8:00 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and 7:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are 
$25. Call 612-340-1725.
“First Love,” a full-length drama featuring 
the vibrant music, breathtaking dance and 
haunting songs of Bulgaria, will be present­
ed April 18-20 by Ethnic Dance Theatre. 
The EDT Folk Orchestra and Mila Vocal 
Ensemble will join in the show, which tells 
of a young woman’s journey from innocence 
to bittersweet marriage. The curtain rises at 
8:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday in O’Shaughnessy Auditorium at the 
College of St. Catherine. Tickets are $25, $20 
for students. Call 651-690-6700.

Exhibits
The Holocaust Memorial Museum exhibit, 
“Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master 
Race,” is on view through May 4 at the 
Science Museum of Minnesota. The 5,000-
square-foot display tells of the eugenics 
movement in Germany in the first half of the 
20th century and how the Nazis used science 
to legitimize persecution, murder and ulti­
mately genocide. In lectures from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursdays, survivor Eva Kor will 
discuss “Forgiving Dr. Mengele” on April 10 
and Mark Soderstrom will address “Race and 
Eugenics and the University of Minnesota” 
on April 17. Call 651-221-9444.
“Life Through the Magic Lantern,” an 
exhibit of more than 50 household objects, 
photographs and prints from the Victorian 
Era in the U.S. (1837-1901), is being dis­
played through May 17 in the Lobby Gallery 
of the O’Shaughnessy Educational Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. Admission is 
free. Call 651-962-5560.
“Hand Printed,” an invitational exhibit 
featuring handcrafted prints by seven artists, 
is on view at the Grand Hand Gallery, 619 
Grand Ave. Included are works by Charles 

Ric Oquita, Ral Ramos, Yolanda Cotterall and Pedro R. Bay star in Mixed Blood Theatre’s 
production of Esperando La Carroza (Waiting for the Hearse). Jacobo Langsner’s bilingual 
drama (with English translations projected above the stage) is a comic portrait of spiri­
tual and moral decay that revolves around the matriarch of a Latino-American family 
who disappears and is mistaken for dead. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Wednes­
day and Thursday, April 19, 23 and 24, and 3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 27, at SteppingStone 
Theatre, 55 N. Victoria St. For ticket information, call 612-338-6131.  photo by ann marsden
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The story of
         legendary jazz great      

Billie Holliday 
             comes to life through 
     hits like “God Bless the                 
                          Child” and
              “Strange Fruit.”

Beck, Betsy Bowen, Andy Farkas, John 
Knudsen, Jim Meyer, Richard Stephens and 
Nick Wroblewski. Stephens will discuss the 
art and craft of print making from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12. An open house 
with hors d’oeuvres and live jazz by Chuck 
Solberg will be held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 19. Call 651-312-1122.

“Spheres,” wood sculpture by more than 
50 artists from New Zealand, South Africa, 
France, Germany, England, Ireland, the U.S. 
and Canada, will open with a reception from 
noon to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13, at the 
Gallery of Wood Art in Landmark Center. 
The free event will include demonstrations. 
The exhibit will run through June 8.

The 10th annual Glass Art Show, an open 
competition in stained-glass, fused-glass and 
mosaic art by amateurs, will be held April 
15-19 at Glass Endeavors, 2716 E. 31st St. in 
Minneapolis. Entered pieces will be displayed 
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, Wed
nesday and Thursday; 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Friday; and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday. 
A reception will be held at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, 
April 20. Visit www.glassendeavors.com. 

Film
HaHesder, winner of six Israeli Academy 
Awards, will be shown at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 10, at the Jewish Community Center, 
1375 St. Paul Ave. The tale of passion, 
patriotism, religious faith and conspiracy is 
set amidst the politics and austere beauty of 
Israel’s West Bank. Admission is $6.00.
Protect Minnesota will screen The Shot 
Heard ’Round the World at 6:00 p.m. Thurs
day, April 19, at the Nokomis Library, 
5100 34th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The 
documentary tells of a teenage Japanese 
exchange student in Baton Rouge who, 
dressed in a costume for a Halloween party, 
was fatally shot after walking up to the wrong 
house. Admission is free. Call 651-645-3271.

Music
Red House Records kicks off its 25th 
anniversary on Saturday, April 12, with a 
performance by troubadour Lucy Kaplansky 
and the soulful acoustic pop duo Storyhill. 
The music begins at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. Exchange St. Tickets 
are $28.50. Call 612-673-0404.

Lyra Baroque Orchestra and soprano Maria 
Jette will perform Telemann’s Ouverture 
in D Major and Ino in concert at 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12, in Sundin Hall, 1531 
Hewitt Ave. One of the most prolific and 
inventive composers of his era, Telemann 
wrote these two works while in his 80s. Ino, 
which is a cantata for soprano, strings, flutes 
and horns, has been called a tour de force for 
the voice. Tickets are $23, $10 for students. 
Call 651-209-6799.
“Peace Among the Nations: Abraham in 
Judaism, Christianity & Islam,” a celebration 
of the liturgical music of three faiths, will be 
presented by the Rose Ensemble on April 12 
and 13. The program will begin at 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday and 7:00 p.m. Sunday at Macalester-
Plymouth United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. 
Gregorian and Latin chants, Renaissance 
motets, Arab and Hebrew chants, Jewish 
paraliturgical music, Bedouin dance and 
Arab-Andalusian instrumentals will all be 
performed. Guest speakers include Rabbi 
Shoshana Dworsky of Carleton College, the 
Reverend Michael O’Connell of the Basilica 
of St. Mary and Imam Makram El-Amin of 
Masjid An-Nur. A reception will follow each 
show. Tickets are $20. Call 651-225-4340.

Len Graham, one of Ireland’s most popular 
traditional singers and an expert on Irish folk 
music, will perform on Saturday, April 12. 
Sponsored by the Traditional Singers Club, 
the concert begins at 7:00 p.m. at the St. Paul 

Conservatory of Music, 29 E. Exchange St. 
Admission is $10. Call 651-245-3719.

Period musicians of international renown, 
recorder player Marion Verbruggen, baroque 
bassoonist Michael McCraw and harpsichord
ist Elizabeth Wright will perform the works 
of Telemann, Schaffrath, Bach, Marin Marais, 
Handel and Vivaldi in concert at 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 13, in Sundin Hall at Hamline 
University, 1531 Hewitt Ave. Tickets are $20, 
$17 for seniors and $12 for students. Call 
651-292-3268.

Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling 
Ave., will play host to singer-songwriters 
Chris Trapper, Della Anne Gleason and 
Matt Larson at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
10 ($10); Thomas Hipps at 7:00 p.m. and 
Nigel Egg at 9:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12 
(donation); singer-songwriters Pete Morton 
and Jake Armerding at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 17 ($12 and $14); Justin Roth at 8:00 
p.m. Friday, April 18 (donation); and the 
Cedartown Cowboys at 7:00 p.m. and the 
Trapper Schoepp Band at 9:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 19 (donation). Call 651-645-2647.

British organist John Scott, director of 
music at St. Thomas Church in New York 
City, will perform works by Rossi, Handel, 
Bach, Mozart, Messiaen, Wesley, Stanford, 
Wammes and Mathias in a free recital at 8:15 
p.m. Monday, April 14, in the University of 
St. Thomas’ Chapel of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Rap music pioneer, industry maverick and 
political commentator Chuck D will talk with 
host Mary Lucia in the Current Fakebook at 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, April 19, at the Fitzgerald 
Theater, 10 E. Exchange St. Joining them 
will be Slug from the band Atmosphere and 
Brother Ali of the Rhymesayers Collective. 
Tickets are $22. Call 651-290-1221.

Wild Honey and the Locusts will perform 
classic hymns, spirituals and contemporary 
gospel along with swing, blues and jazz music 
in a free concert at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, April 
20, at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 285 
N. Dale St. Call 651-227-8295.

Consortium Carissimi will perform sere
nades and cantatas by Luigi Rossi, Marco 
Marazzoli and Giacomo Carissimi in a free 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, April 20, at St. 
Clement’s Church, 901 Portland Ave.

The Hill House Chamber Players will 
perform works by O. Siegl, R. Gnattali, 
Beethoven and Schubert on Mondays, 
April 21 and 28, in the art gallery of the 
James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. The 
music begins at 7:30 p.m. Complimentary 
refreshments will be served and tours of the 
mansion will be available afterward. Tickets 
are $16. Call 651-297-2555.

Theater
The Lady with All the Answers, David 
Rambo’s one-woman play about the late 
advice columnist Ann Landers, is playing 
through April 27 at the History Theatre, 
30 E. 10th St. Cathleen Fuller stars as 
Landers who, on a night in 1975, struggles 
to complete a column about her own 
heartbreak. Show times are 8:00 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays; 2:00 p.m. Sundays and on 
Saturday, April 12; 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays; and 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, April 22. 
For reservations call 651-292-4323.
Mrs. Warren’s Profession, George Bernard 
Shaw’s 1893 play about prostitution, will be 
performed April 9-13 by the joint Theater 
Department of the University of St. Thomas 
and College of St. Catherine. The curtain 
will rise at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday and at 2:00 p.m. Sunday in Frey 
Theater at St. Catherine. Tickets are $5.00. 
Call 651-690-6700.
The Coronation of Poppea, Monteverdi’s 
opera of 1642 on the decadence, manipu
lation and intrigue in the court of Emperor 
Nero of Rome, will be performed April 10-13 
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Find out what tomorrow can be—call us today.

Save Big. Live WeLL.
Take advantage of big move-in offers today, 

and save as much as $6,100!*

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

At Sunrise Senior Living our mission is to champion quality of life for 

all seniors. Sometimes that starts with making our communities even 

more affordable. It continues with our resident-centered approach 

to living, which focuses on the senior and their needs. We provide 

personalized services and exceptional care so our residents can live 

well—with dignity and on their own terms. 

*Offer based on availability 
of select suites and ends 
4/30/08. Subject to change 
without notice. Restrictions 
may apply.

Rosewood Estate of Highland Park 651-698-1111 750 Mississippi River Blvd.
Assisted Living 

Edgcumbe Montessori
   Serving the community for more than 20 years

        6 weeks – 6 years ~
          Full & Part-time
      Developmentally appropriate
      curriculum specifically designed
     to foster your child’s self esteem
         and learning potential

    Offering daily
• Creative dramatics • Spacious outdoor play • Yoga for children
• Music    area away from streets • Nutritious snacks
• Art • Fun creative cooking • Swimming• Science Activites   just for children

                   (at Snelling & Edgcumbe Rd.)

Immediate Toddler & Pre-School Openings
for Summer & Fall

                    Call 651-698-8059

Multicultural Curriculum
& International Outlook
Professionally trained
loving long term staff

   Enroll Now and Help
  Your Child Take Their First 
  Step Into the Future

New Patient Exam
$1*

Transferable. Please share with your family,
friends and co-workers.

Expires June 30, 2008

Snelling Avenue Dental
B.L. Bomberg, DDS   Kellee Stanton, DDS

604 South Snelling Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116

651-699-5600 • 651-699-1966 (fax)
*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com

Dr. B.L. BombergDr. B.L. Bomberg

by the University Opera Theatre. The curtain 
rises at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and Saturday and 
1:30 p.m. Sunday at the Ted Mann Concert 
Hall, 2128 4th St. S. in Minneapolis. An 
opera preview will be offered 45 minutes 
prior to each show. Tickets are $20, $10 for 
university students. Call 612-624-2345.

The Wiz, Broadway’s version of The Wizard 
of Oz, has been remade by the University of 
Minnesota Department of Theatre Arts and 
Dance for performances April 11-19 in Stoll 
Thrust Theater at Rarig Center, 330 21st 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Director Dominic 
Taylor has set the drama at a large university 
where the characters learn more than just 
books smarts. Uri Sands has choreographed 
the production and Sanford Moore directs 
the music. Show times are 8:00 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, 2:00 p.m. Sunday and 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday. Tickets are 
$12-$17 in advance, $14-$19 at the door. Call 
612-624-2345.
Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning 
Juliet), Ann-Marie MacDonald’s comic take 
on Shakespeare’s tragedies Othello and 
Romeo and Juliet, will be performed April 
11-27 by Theatre Unbound. The curtain rises 
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays; 2:00 
p.m. Sundays, April 20 and 27; and 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 21 in the auditorium of the 
Wellstone Center, 179 E. Robie St. Tickets 
are $18, $15 for students and seniors, $12 for 
veterans and active military, or whatever you 
can pay on April 21. Call 612-721-1186.
Rusalka, Antonin Dvorak’s opera of 
1901 that has been described as The Little 
Mermaid without the happily ever after, 
will open at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 12, on 
the Minnesota Opera’s stage at the Ordway. 
Kelly Kaduce, Brandon Jovanovich, Dorothy 
Byrne, Christin-Marie Hill and Robert 
Pomakov star. Sung in Czech with English 
translations projected above the stage, the 
show may also be seen at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, April 15-19, and at 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 20. Tickets are $20 to 
$150. Call 612-333-6669.

The King and I, Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
uplifting tale about the love between an 
English widow and a Siamese monarch, 
will open on Friday, April 18, on the Morris 
Park Players’ stage at Folwell School, 3611 
20th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The curtain will 
rise at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays 
through May 3 and at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
April 27. Tickets are $15, $12 for seniors and 

students. Call 612-724-8373.

Cretin-Derham Hall will stage the musical 
Once Upon a Mattress April 18-27. An 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s 
fairy tale, “The Princess and the Pea,” the 
show can be seen at 7:00 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. Sundays at the high 
school, 550 S. Albert St. Tickets are $8.00, 
$6.00 for students. Call 651-696-3302.

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to story times for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wednes
days. Featured in other free programs will 
be Kathleen Moriarty and her new bilingual 
book Wiil Waal: A Somali Folktale, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 12; illustrator Laurie Caple 
and her new book for readers ages 6-12, 
North Shore Numbers: A Minnesota Number 
Book, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 19; Alison 
McGhee and her new picture books, Bye-Bye, 
Crib and Little Boy, 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
19; Susan Runholt and The Mystery of the 
Third Lucretia, her new novel for readers age 
12 and up, 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 20. Call 
651-224-8320.

Curious George stories will be read begin
ning at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, April 11-13, in the Visitor Center 
lobby of the Como Park Conservatory. The 
mischievous monkey will make an appear
ance at 11:00 a.m., 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. on all 
three days in the adjacent gift shop.

“Tree Stories,” an introduction to the 
autobiographies contained in every tree, 
will be offered on Saturday, April 12, at the 
Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th and 
University avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. 
The drop-in program is free with museum 
admission, which is $5.00 for adults and 
$3.00 for seniors and children ages 3–16. Call 
612-624-7083.

Barnes & Noble, 2080 Ford Pkwy., invites 
young children to engage in crafts and listen 
to a story beginning at 10:00 a.m. Thursdays 
and 7:00 p.m. Fridays. Autism will be the 
focus when Sarah Button reads from her 
book Black Bear Loon and Walleye at 7:00 
p.m. Friday, April 11. Drama students from 
St. Thomas Academy and Convent of the 
Visitation School will lead a program on their 
current program, Into the Woods, at 10:00 
a.m. Saturday, April 12. Call 651-690-9443. 

The Children’s Gallery, a permanent exhibit 
featuring five interactive play stations about 
nature, will open April 19 at Como Park Zoo 
and Conservatory. Kids can get their hands 
wet learning about evaporation, play the 
food-chain game with color blocks, or roll 
up their sleeves and work as a gardener or 
zookeeper while identifying natural habitats. 
A four-day Party for the Planet will celebrate 
the opening of the gallery April 19-22. 
Visitors on those days will be able to learn 
more about recycling, water gardens and how 
to lower energy consumption.

“Wishes for the Sky,” an arts happening 
inspired by the ancient Chinese tradition of 
flying wishes on kites and featuring music, 
sculpture, poetry and visual arts, will be held 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, April 
20, on Harriet Island. Parking is limited. 
For information on transit alternatives, visit 
www.wishesforthesky.org. 

Et cetera 
The music, dance, food, arts and crafts of 
Great Britain will be served up from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13, at Landmark 
Center. Enjoy a classic Punch and Judy show, 
traditional Morris dancing, children’s songs 
with Ross Sutter, lawn bowling courtesy of 
Brits Pub, and tea from Lady Elegant’s Tea 
Room. Admission is free. Call 651-292-3276.

Thomasina Petrus stars in Park Square The-
atre’s production of Lady Day at Emerson’s 
Bar & Grill. Previews of Lanie Robertson’s 
heartbreaking tribute to jazz singer Billie 
Holiday will be held April 11-13 and 15-17. 
The show opens April 18. Curtain time is 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 
2:00 p.m. Sunday through May 4 at 50 W. 
7th Place. Call 651-291-7005.

photo by Petronella Ytsma
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Enjoy the Dome 
while you can

Ah, springtime. In Minnesota, that’s the time when a 
fellow’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of: a) Love,  
b) Baseball, c) More snow, d) All of the above. Mix up 

the order if you want; it all depends on your priorities. But 
while you consider your options, a local sports team is deal-
ing with a far thornier problem.

As the Minnesota Twins played their season opener 
indoors at the Metrodome on March 31, a snowstorm raged 
outside. With outdoor baseball just two years away in Min-
neapolis, the opener represented a bit of a marketing problem 
for Twins president Dave St. Peter. He is stuck with the job 
of pumping up interest in a team that few fans expect to be 
a serious contender this season. That’s tough enough duty 
under any conditions, but the affable St. Peter also had to 
field questions about the fact that the 2008 opener would 
have been postponed without an indoor stadium. When 
you’ve spent the better part of the last five years decrying 
your present home field, it’s not easy to note that a game that 
drew a sellout crowd of 48,000 fans to that stadium was saved 
because of a dome.

So there was St. Peter with his stock answer for the report-
ers who wondered about the wisdom of playing without a 
roof. “Of course, we wouldn’t have been able to play today if 
we were scheduled outside,” he said. “They didn’t play in New 
York either, but they’ll play there tomorrow and we would’ve 
done the same thing here.”

It sounded reasonable, but a quick check of the facts 
revealed a few flaws in the argument. First, the Yankees’ game 
was rained out, not snowed out. Second, as is customary in 
New York at this time of year, things warmed up quickly. It 
was 67 degrees at Yankee Stadium the next night.

Had there been no dome here, the Twins would have prob-
ably tried to play the next afternoon. It was 36 degrees at 1:00 
p.m. the day after the opener. There were no outdoor games 
of any kind being played anywhere in town that day. 

Macalester College and Hamline University couldn’t even 
play at Midway Stadium, the largest outdoor ballpark around, 
due to the soggy field. (Midway is serving as the home field 
for both colleges, who at press time were already backed up 
with conference games needing to be played.)

The idea of playing Major League Baseball games outside 
in a part of the country where the average high in early April 
is in the mid-50s and the lows are normally in the mid-30s 
is fraught with potential problems—even more so now than 
when the Twins played at Met Stadium, where the earliest 
night game ever played was on April 22. For most of those 
years, the Major League season opened around April 10. To 

®®
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By Brian Johnson

This spring, metal cleats will be al-
lowed in high school girls’ softball 
as an alternative to rubber cleats. 

The National Federation of State High 
School Softball Associations approved 
the change last summer, saying it would 
provide better traction in the field and 
on the base paths.

Area coaches have mixed feelings 
about the change. Some of them ex-
pressed concern about players getting 
spiked. 

“I don’t care for the rule,” said Central 
coach Bernae Gunderson. “I’ve seen a 
lot of needless injuries (from uninten-
tional spikes).” There’s also the expense 
of spending $75 to $150 for shoes with 
metal cleats, she said. 

Visitation coach Art Iverson and 
Highland Park coach Julie Maidment 
share Gunderson’s concerns. Iverson 
said metal cleats don’t give, so players 
stand a greater chance of twisting an an-
kle on the base paths. “It’s hard to slide 
with metal,” he said. “I can’t think of any 
rationale for having metal cleats.” 

Henry Sibley coach Kathy Schoeberl 
said some players may be afraid to apply 
a tag for fear of being spiked. At a mini-
mum, she said, it would’ve been better 
to make the transition to metal during 
the summer, when field conditions are 
more stable. 

Minnehaha coach Mike DiNardo, 
Cretin-Derham Hall coach Tim Spika 
and Roosevelt coach Joe Rosenfield 
aren’t overly concerned about metal 
cleats. “The only problem I see with 
metal cleats is that kids using them the 
first time may have to learn to pick their 
knees up higher (when sliding),” Rosen-
field said. He added that he does not ex-
pect to see a rash of spiking injuries. 

Here’s a look at the local softball teams 
as they kick the dirt out of their cleats for 
the start of the softball season:

Central
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 11-10 (7-5 confer-
ence)
Coach: Bernae Gunderson

Key players and their strengths:
• Maggie Kouri, senior middle infield-

er. A hard worker and team leader. 
• Allie Snodie, senior catcher/first 

baseman. A versatile player and another 
team leader. 

• Sam Couper, junior catcher/out-
fielder. An all-around solid player with 
a strong arm.

• Yudi Sevilla, junior outfielder/in-
fielder. Can play any position. 

• Vanessa Gill, senior outfielder. Has 
quick feet and leads by example. 

• Becca MacRostie, senior infielder/
catcher. Has improved tenfold since last 
year. 

• Others to watch include sophomore 
pitcher/infielder Maia Wahlberg and 
freshman pitcher Natalie Mironov.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Min-
utemen have some excellent athletes, in-
cluding several younger players. Howev-
er, the team could use more experience. 
“We’re trying to build for the future,” 
Gunderson said. 

Outlook: Johnson, Como Park and 
Highland Park are the top teams in the 
City Conference. Gunderson hopes the 
Minutemen will be a dark horse for con-
ference honors. 

Cretin-Derham Hall
League: Suburban East Conference
Last year’s record: 6-17 (2-12)
Coach: Tim Spika

Key players and their strengths:
• Jenna Hoffman, sophomore short-

stop. An excellent fielder. 
• Marlo Rodriguez, senior pitcher. 

One of the Raiders’ two main pitchers 
who received valuable experience last 
season. 

• Maria Sekevitch, junior pitcher. The 
other half of CDH’s a promising one-
two pitching punch. 

• Brenna O’Brien, senior outfielder. 
Looks to improve in 2008. 

• Megan Ryan, junior catcher. Has a 
strong throwing arm. 

• Emily Sherwood, junior second 
baseman. A capable batter.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Raid-
ers have good depth and promising tal-
ent, but they lost some key players to 
graduation and may struggle early on.  

Outlook: Woodbury, Park and Hastings 
lead the tough Suburban East Confer-

Softball preview
Local girls’ teams get into heavy metal

Central softball coach Bernae Gunderson watches as senior outfielder Vanessa 
Gill takes her turn batting balls during a recent practice. Photo by Brad Stauffer

softball preview c30
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ROERING AUTO BODY & GLASS
Your Community Trusted Auto Body Shop

50% OFF
the price of a full interior/exterior detail

package. A $250 value for only $125.

REJUVENATE
YOUR CAR!

ROERING
AUTO BODY & GLASS

Valid Through April 30th, 2008

90 N Dale St.
651-221-0919

PREVENTS RUST • PROTECT SHINE
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Does your car
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Botox shot?
COMMONWEALTH

PROPERTIES
INCORPORATED
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and

Commercial Space
in St. Paul’s

Historic Cathedral Hill,
Downtown,

and Lowertown.

651-224-5845

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

By Bill Wagner

For the first half of the Class 
AAAA boys’ basketball final 
at Target Center on March 29, 

it looked like the headline for Sibley 
High School’s first-ever trip to the 
state tournament was going to read: 
“No worries for Warriors.” Instead 
the Warriors (26-6) saw a 22-point 
lead evaporate en route to a 68-59 
loss to top-seeded Minnetonka (28-
3). 

Sibley led 33-20 at the half against 
the Skippers, who had shot only 25 
percent from the floor and looked 
more like a disorganized elemen-
tary school squad than a state high 
school champion. But Minnetonka 
shot a torrid 67 percent in the sec-
ond half, leaving the Warriors with 
heavy hearts as the buzzer sounded.

Sibley coach Tom Dasovich 
didn’t blame the final result on a 
letdown by his squad. Instead, he 
gave full credit to the Skippers. “It’s 
a lot more about what they did than 
what we didn’t do,” he said. “One 
of the big things was Minnetonka’s 
depth. They can put nine to 10 dif-
ferent guys out there, and they’re all 
pretty good.”

Warrior fans kept waiting 
for Minnetonka to wilt under 

a Sibley second-half counter- 
attack, but it never happened. The 
Warriors did get great offensive 
production from senior guard Pe-
ter Leslie (17 points), junior guard 
Maurice Hernandez (13) and se-
nior forward Kavon Martin (11). 
They also got an inspiring first half 
performance from 6-foot-8 junior 
forward Mike Bruesewitz, who had 
seven points, eight rebounds, two 
assists and two blocked shots before 
intermission, but was held to two 
points in the second half.

In contrast, Minnetonka’s An-
thony Tucker finished with 27 
points after getting only five in the 
first half. He was 10 for 10 from the 
free throw line, including four in 
the game’s final minute when the 
Warriors were desperately trying to 
catch up.

Sibley’s defense seemed to con-
fuse Minnetonka in the first half, 
but Dasovich said it was the Skip-
pers’ defense that made the differ-
ence in the second. Sibley also had 
to deal with an injury to Leslie, who 
with Bruesewitz and junior forward 
Chris Halvorsen made the all-tour-
nament team. Leslie, a Mr. Basket-
ball finalist, conked heads with Ton-
ka’s Andy Burns as the two battled 
for a loose ball with just under two 

minutes to play. Leslie went hard to 
the floor after the impact, had to be 
assisted from the court and was un-
able to return. 

Dasovich said Leslie suffered a 
concussion and was transported to 
Hennepin County Medical Center 
after the game. “For Peter to have 
his high school career end like that 
is very unfortunate,” Dasovich said. 
“Tonight he became the school’s all-
time leading scorer.”

Sibley didn’t look to be state 
tournament bound when the team 
got off to a 4-4 record early in the 
season. However, those four losses 
were to outstanding squads from 
Osseo, Hopkins, Minnetonka and 
Mounds View. The Warriors found 
their groove after that, suffering 
their only other regular-season loss 
to St. Thomas Academy in late Feb-
ruary.

In the section playoffs, the War-
riors fended off a stubborn challenge 
from Woodbury in the semifinals 
and then outlasted a top-notch Cre-
tin-Derham Hall squad in a 60-57 
barn-burner to earn a trip to state.

Sibley defeated Rochester Mayo 
68-58 in the first round of the 
state tournament and then toppled 
Robbinsdale Cooper 68-52 in the 
semifinals. Bruesewitz led the way 

against Cooper with 18 points, fol-
lowed by Leslie with 14 and senior 
center Marcus Garcia with 12.

Dasovich, whose team set a school 
record for victories and was ranked 

in the top 10 all season, summed up 
the year after the state title game: 
“I’ve never had a better experience 
in coaching than I’ve had with these 
guys this season.”

By Bill Wagner

St. Thomas Academy managed to 
mount a second-half comeback, but 
it wasn’t quite enough to overcome a 

sluggish start and the defending state Class 
AAA champions fell 58-52 to Benilde-St. 
Margaret in the state boys’ basketball final 
at Target Center on March 29.

The battle between the second-seeded  
Cadets (24-7) and top-seeded Red Knights 
(29-3) did not feature the typically stingy 
defensive display St. Thomas had vis-
ited upon its opponents this year. Benilde, 
blessed with Wisconsin-bound guard Jor-
dan Taylor, managed to find enough early 
gaps in the vaunted Cadet defense to con-
trol the play. And even after STA got its de-
fense in gear, it wasn’t enough to overcome 
an equally rough time on offense. The Ca-
dets shot only 30 percent from the field in 
the first half.

Cadet senior center Alex Schneider had 
a game-high 27 points and 12 rebounds, 

while junior guard Michael Fitzgerald add-
ed nine points and senior guard Fritz Wald-
vogel had six. Taylor had 20 points and 10 
rebounds for Benilde, which also received 
ample support from forward Armond Bat-
tle, another Division I college recruit, who 
scored 14 points. 

With the win, Benilde avenged last year’s 
Class AAA championship game loss to St. 
Thomas. “They’re very good,” said STA 
coach Mike Sjoberg about the Red Knights. 
“We gave up some easy threes in transi-
tion.”

The Cadets seemed to have the momen-
tum heading into the state final. They de-
feated Little Falls 59-44 in the first round 
and then squashed a talented Willmar 
squad 56-35 in the semifinals. But in the 
first half against Benilde, fans saw little of 
the defensive dominance that Sjoberg likes 
to stress. 

STA never led against the Red Knights, 
but showed some signs of offensive life just 
before intermission. Schneider, who man-

aged 14 first-half points despite shooting 
only 5-for-15 from the floor, made two free 
throws before Waldvogel stole the ball and 
broke away for a layup that made it 35-21 
at half.

St. Thomas got back-to-back three-point-
ers from Fitzgerald and junior guard Jake 
Szymanski with barely a minute elapsed in 
the second half, which closed the Benilde 
lead to eight. But the Red Knights always 
seemed to have a response to any Cadet 
surge. 

STA pulled to within three points with 30 
seconds to go. Then Taylor hit three out of 
four free throws to seal the deal.

The Cadets were left to ponder what 
might have been. “We didn’t execute defen-
sively in the first half,” Waldvogel said, “and 
they came out and hit some shots. We knew 
we had to slow them down a little bit.”

Never had the Cadets’ defense been more 
evident than against Willmar, an otherwise 

STA’s Alex Schneider prepares to spin and shoot 
against Benilde’s Stuart Neville. Photo by Brad Stauffer

STA’s defense of state AAA crown falls shy

sta hoops c29

Sibley ends first state trip with roller-coaster ride in AAAA final

Sibley’s Peter Leslie drives against Minnetonka’s Andy Chadwick en 
route to the state runnerup trophy. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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. . . a place where
you belong

       Visit us!   April 17, 5-7 p.m.
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            get answers from
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      • learn about transfer programs
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get 162 games and three rounds of playoffs 
in and still finish before Halloween now 
requires the season to start around April 1. 
So even if St. Peter’s dream to open with a 
six- or nine-game road trip every year comes 
true, the Twins would still be coming home 
around April 10.

No matter. The issue is closed—for now. 
The Twins are going to be playing outside 
here in 2010. There was never enough pres-
sure placed on Hennepin County to come 
up with enough money for a retractable roof. 
The team never showed much great interest 
in doing so, either. As a result, there should 
be no bellyaching about playing—or sitting— 
in wicked weather conditions the year after 
next. They had their chance and they made 
their choice. 

Enjoy the dome while you can.

Wild win was worth the wait
Fans heading to the Xcel Energy Center on 

April 3 to watch the Minnesota Wild com-
pete for the divisional title had a telltale sign 
that it would be a special night. At 5:25 p.m., 
some 100 minutes prior to game time, the 
line to get on the ramp to Kellogg Boulevard 
stretched down to I-94. 

There had been some memorable mo-
ments at the X during the team’s first seven 
seasons. The victories and a run to the NHL 
semifinals were fun, but one got the impres-
sion that the full houses on hand each night 
never really expected victories. They were 
bonuses, something to be enjoyed in addition 
to watching pro hockey in St. Paul.

All this was changing in the team’s 318th 
home game. The Wild were hosting danger-
ous Calgary, needing two points to clinch 
the Northwest Division title. In many ways, 
a win would complete the journey started 
nearly a decade ago. After a 17-year wait, the 
NHL was finally playing an important game 
in Minnesota again.

The anticipation and nervousness of the 
big game brought a different air at the X. 
Outside, people were looking to buy tick-
ets. No one seemed to be selling. Inside the 
packed building, people were in their seats 
early. Even the press box was full, including 
some writers and broadcasters who needed 
directions as to where to find seats and locker 
rooms.

This was the moment we had been waiting 
for—and the Wild did not disappoint. Each 
team scored early before settling down to 
the tight checking pattern so often seen in a 
Stanley Cup game. After two periods, it was 
1-1 and nobody was going home early. Then 
the moment everybody had been waiting 
for occurred. After being nearly invisible for 
two periods, Marian Gaborik, the Wild’s top 
scorer, fired a whistler from the left side past 
the Calgary goalie early in the third period. 
Later, Gaborik added a second goal—actually 
two more, but one was disallowed due to a 
quick whistle. The X went wild and the issue 
was officially settled.

As time ran out, the Wild got the rarest 
of compliments from their adoring fans. 
Unlike many nights in the winter, this crowd 
stayed to the end and saluted their team with 
lengthy cheers. The players returned the 
affection by waving their sticks from the ice. 
Wild goalie Niklas Backstrom, who prides 
himself on being hardnosed and stoic, was 
swept up in the moment. “I tried to concen-
trate on what was going on the ice at the end 
of the game, but it was hard,” he said. “The 
noise goes right through you.”

So it was that the NHL completed its 
return to Minnesota. Now comes the hard 
part—what to do for an encore.

Part of Greatest Generation
My Aunt Joanne passed away the other 

day. She was 90 years old and lived a good 
life. I wanted to go to the funeral in Ohio, but 
work conflicts kept me in town.

Although I was never particularly close to 
Aunt Joanne, I felt terrible about not being 
able to attend her funeral. I wanted to pay 
tribute to her for one of the most unselfish 
acts I have ever known. Aunt Joanne was a 
member of what is now called the “Great-
est Generation.” They are called that mainly 
because of the Tom Brokaw book of the same 
name that detailed their contributions in 
World War II and the years afterward. Aunt 
Joanne served as a nurse for more than four 
years during the war. 

The people of that era—those who were 
born in the first quarter of the 20th cen-
tury—taught us more than just how to be 
brave and fight for our country. Sometimes, 
by their simple actions, they showed us how 
to do the right thing, no matter how painful 
it might have seemed.

Here’s my example: When I was 2 years 
old, my dad became very ill and needed to 
be hospitalized. Early on, it became apparent 
that he was going to be in the hospital for a 
long time. In essence, he was a patient for the 
rest of his life. 

My mother was suddenly faced with a big 
problem. She had four boys ages 2-9 and a 
sick husband to care for, and she had to do it 
while living in Detroit on a nurse’s salary. It 
didn’t take long to figure out she needed help.

I was the youngest of the lot and went off 
to live with an aunt and uncle in Dayton, 
Ohio, who didn’t have any kids of their own. 
I don’t know if that made it easier to handle. 
(I’ve been told that I was a bit of a hellion at 
the time—not the pussycat I am now.)

My brother Paul, who was 4 at the time, 
was sent to Adrian, Michigan, to live with 
Aunt Joanne, Uncle Jimmy and their four 
kids. Think about that for a second. You 
agree to take one of your sister’s kids—a little 
boy you hardly know—and bring him into 
your house to mix in with your own kids 
and raise him as your own. You aren’t even 
adopting the lad; you’re merely giving him 
a temporary roof overhead. Paul was only 
at Aunt Joanne’s a couple of years—he came 
back to Detroit when he was old enough to 
attend 1st grade—but time isn’t the impor-
tant issue here. What matters is that Aunt 
Joanne opened up her home to a relative in 
need, no questions asked. Her sister needed 
help and she was there for her.

To me, that’s why the people of that era 
were the Greatest Generation. They per-
formed acts of kindness and generosity like 
that automatically and never asked for extra 
credit or praise. They simply stepped in and 
did what needed to be done.

Maybe it’s because many of the kids of that 
era were like Mom and Aunt Joanne, who 
were raised with the understanding that ev-
ery family member must pitch in. Maybe it’s 
because their parents simply told them it was 
the job of all the kids to look after each other.

I don’t know, but I do know the world 
would be a lot better place if we had more 
people with the kind of generous spirit and 
heart that Aunt Joanne and Uncle Jimmy 
showed to my family five decades ago. I sus-
pect that if I asked Villager readers of that era, 
I’d find similar stories. But I digress.

Aunt Joanne was the last of my Mom’s 
brothers and sisters to die. They were quite a 
crew, people who were tough as nails on the 
outside but had hearts of gold. They worked 
hard when they were alive. Now they’ve 
earned their rest, and my family’s lifelong 
gratitude.

(Reach Dave Wright at dwright53@msn.com.)

27b wright call

explosive team that took home the third-place 
trophy. The Cardinals’ 35 points against the 
Cadets was their lowest of the season. STA 

got 11 points each from Fitzgerald and sopho-
more guard Billy Chapman, and 10 from ju-
nior guard Mike Ratelle against Willmar.

Fitzgerald, Schneider and Waldvogel were 
named to the all-tournament team.

28b sta hoops
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Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based

Community!
Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.
651-696-8400 • www.franciscancare.org

call 651-696-8420 call 651-695-4100

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River.  Units include 10

meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.

$1,450+ monthly.
For infomation and/or appointment

call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,

laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Ask
About

Our Spring 

Special!

A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

Visit our
new website! tv-smiles.com

(651)690-5497

...But You Don’t Have Dental Insurance?

Introducing...

Exclusively by

Est. 1983

Please call or stop by our 
convenient location for an 
informational brochure.

Be prepared to smile!

542 S Snelling • Highland Park • St. Paul, MN

NEED DENTAL TREATMENT?

• Experienced Clinician
• Affordable
• High Quality Service

• Personalized Prompt Care
• Perfect for Self-Employed
• Sedation Techniques As Needed

ence. CDH should finish in the upper half. 

Henry Sibley
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 12-12 (9-5)
Coach: Kathy Schoeberl

Key players and their strengths:
• Cali Brennan, senior shortstop. Has good 

power and speed and is one of the top players 
in the conference. Hit .482 last spring. 

• Katie Anderson, senior center fielder. 
Hit .382 in 2007. Has good range and a good 
arm.  

• Cat Hernandez, senior designated hitter/
pitcher. A solid hitter and versatile fielder.

• Kalli Benton, freshman pitcher. Will carry 
the load in the pitching circle this year after 
going 2-1 with a 2.05 ERA as an 8th-grader. 

• Others to watch include junior first base-
man/outfielder Katie Ahlstrom and junior 
third baseman Kaley Flynn. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley has good 
team speed and defense and some punch in 
its batting lineup. Still, the team is young and 
has some gaps to fill. 

Outlook: North St. Paul, Hill-Murray, Tartan 
and Richfield are among the leaders in the 
Classic Suburban. Sibley hopes to be in the 
middle of the pack or higher. 

Highland Park
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 7-12 (4-8)
Coach: Julie Maidment

Key players and their strengths:
• Annie Doran, junior pitcher. There are 

high hopes for Doran, who added strength 
and a couple of new pitches over the winter. 

• Paige Kullhem, junior catcher. Has a 
strong arm and a good glove. 

• Cassondra Johnson, senior shortstop. An-
other good hitter and fielder. 

• Kate Stone, junior infielder/outfielder. A 
great hitter and team leader. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Highland has 
experience up and down the lineup. The team 
lost only one senior and returns all key posi-
tion players from last year’s squad. 

Outlook: The Scots have a shot to be compet-
itive with the conference’s elite squads, includ-
ing Como Park and Johnson. 

Minnehaha Academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 18-5 (9-3)
Coach: Mike DiNardo

Key players and their strengths:
• Holly Larson, senior pitcher/third base-

man. An all-conference selection with a good 
arm and dependable glove. 

• Liz Mrozek, junior pitcher/shortstop. Bat-
ted .382 in ’07, is fast and hits for power. 

• Emily Engdahl, junior pitcher/shortstop. 
Had 27 stolen bases a year ago and went 5-0 
as a pitcher with a 1.02 ERA. 

• Anna Marie Martino, junior catcher. A 
leadoff hitter who batted .430 and stole 30 
bases in 2007. She also has a great arm. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Redhawks 
bring a lot of experience to the field, along 
with great talent. They look to be aggressive 
on the base paths. The team has some sound 
pitching, but it is not lights out in that depart-
ment. Good defense is a must. 

Outlook: Minnehaha looks strong in the Tri-
Metro, but St. Anthony, Visitation, Blake and 
St. Bernard will provide stiff competition. 

roosevelt
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 7-14 (5-7)
Coach: Joe Rosenfield

Key players and their strengths:
• Alyson Hanson, senior first baseman. A 

natural hitter who batted .438 last spring. 
• Corri Cook, sophomore pitcher. A strong 

and good all-around athlete. 
• Felicia Daley, junior third baseman. Has 

quick hands and a good arm. 
• Others to watch include sophomore out-

fielder/pitcher Jennifer Swanberg and fresh-
man outfielder/shortstop Ashley Starr. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roosevelt has 
good numbers this season, some decent hit-
ters and up-and-coming pitchers. However, 
the Teddies are young. 

Outlook: South and Washburn are the teams 
to beat in the Mill City. Roosevelt could 
make some noise in the conference if its of-
fense comes through. “We could be a sleeper,” 
Rosenfield said.  

Visitation
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 15-6 (11-1)
Coach: Art Iverson

Key players and their strengths:
• Sammi Leach, senior pitcher. A fifth-year 

player who posted a 12-4 record and a 1.58 
ERA last season. 

• Allison Yue, senior outfielder/second 
baseman. A good slap hitter and speedy base-
runner. 

• Jessica Mollner, senior infielder. “Runs like 
a deer,” Iverson said. Batted .364 a year ago. 

• Alyssa Gerber, senior infielder. A three-
year starter.

• Catherine Quinlan, junior catcher. Has a 
great swing and good defensive skills. 

• Others to watch include sophomore pitch-
er/first baseman Claire Kranz, sophomore in-
fielders Clare Robinson and Monica Johnson, 
and junior outfielders Annie Kulhanek and 
Kayla Galligo .

Team strengths/weaknesses: Visitation has 
good hitting up and down the order, along 
with good team speed and good power. Pitch-
ing is another strength. The team hopes to 
improve defensively. 

Outlook: Visitation is among the Tri-Metro 
favorites, along with Minnehaha, St. Paul 
Academy and DeLaSalle. It won’t be easy, 
since the conference has improved overall this 
year, Iverson said.

Editor’s note: St. Paul Academy did not re-
spond in time to be included in this preview.

27b softball preview

The Twin Cities Heart Walk will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
26, at Harriet Island. Walkers may choose be-
tween 1.5- and 3-mile routes to raise money 
for the American Heart Association. Health 
screenings, fitness assessments, jump rope 
demonstrations, a mascot race and other 
activities will be held throughout the morn-
ing. Metro Transit will provide free bus and 
light-rail rides to the event to all those who 
download the pass at www.heart.org/start-
TwinCities. Call 952-835-3300.

Lower greens fees have been announced for 
St. Paul’s municipal golf courses for 2008. The 
new rates include a drop of $2.00 for 18-hole 
rounds on regular weekends, a drop of $1.00 
for 9-hole rounds on regular weekdays and a 

discounted rate for golfers under age 30 from 
Mondays through Fridays. For rates and on-
line reservations, visit www.golfstpaul.org.

The Highland National 18-Hole Women’s 
Golf Club will hold its spring meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, April 23, at the golf course 
clubhouse, 1403 Montreal Ave.

Summer sports registration will run through 
Friday, April 11, at all St. Paul recreation cen-
ters. Summer sports offerings include Urban 
Tennis, slow- and fast-pitch softball, machine 
and live-pitch baseball, coach-pitch nearball 
and T-ball. Registration also may be complet-
ed on-line at www.stpaul.gov/parks and click 
on “Register for Programs.” All other summer 
program registrations begin on April 14.

Sports Shorts
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Classifieds
home improvementS

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

REFACE existing cabinets with 
new real wood fronts, end pan-
els, doors/drawer fronts. Special 
attention to detail. 35 years' ex-
perience. Free estimate. Pat, 612- 
529-8816. 

GOODMANSON CONSTRUC
TION. Driveways, patios, steps, 
walks, retaining walls. Think spring! 
Estimate your project today. Call 
Bryan Dan, Mac-Grove resident, 
651-636-4996; www.goodmanson 
construction.com.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

ARBORS, WOODEN Fences and 
Platform Decks. Call Keith, 612-
839-7655.

*WINDOWS*
Replacement windows installed, 
maintenance free, several styles. 
651-755-8766.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/ 
Insured. Professional Quality at a 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623. 
Paul.

PAINTING BY Dennis Winge! We 
do it all. 651-270-7905, more info.

FREE ESTIMATES, $25.00 gas 
card with each accepted job. 
Established, local, l icensed,  
masonry contractor specializing 
in replacing sidewalks, drives and 
steps. We work with concrete, 
stone and brick and are restora-
tion specialist. Quality work for 
good value. Call Doug at 651- 
645-8517.

CERAMIC TILE. Expert restoration 
repairs, construction and design; 30 
years; 651-458-9708.

PAINTING. Interior & Exterior. 
Includes Power wash. Highland. 
References. Experienced. Reas. 
Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

home improvementS

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install,  
refinish, repair. Estimates. Residen
tial/Commercial. 763-444-9048.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Replace 
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds,  
water heater, etc. 612-275-9815.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling 
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431. Since 1973.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612- 
702-0761.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

home improvementS

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. 
Your vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish work, basements, bath-
rooms, drywall/repair; reliable;  
20 years; Mike Foster, 651- 
216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOM RE-HAB!!!*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
Basement bathrooms installed.     
612-275-9815.

home improvementS

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

YES, WE’RE Buying!!! Older Rugs, 
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE 
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks; 
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469. 
TOP CASH PAID.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex-
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat, 
water damage, knockdown, dry-
wall, paper hanging; free estimates; 
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. References. Licensed. 
Insured. 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

HOUSE PAINTING/REPAIR.  Wood 
frames/stucco, power washing, 
color matching. Best workmanship, 
price guaranteed; free estimates. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, wallpaper removal, 
skim coating, textured ceilings, 
knockdowns. Stain/varnishing, 
small wall repair. Average home 
$600; average 3 rooms, $200; av-
erage garage, $200; Painter Jim, 
651-698-0840.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

ATTN: STORES/Wholesalers! Buy 
fast-selling products@ZLC, 1-866-
464-6952 x203; mention discount 
code LC21391.

LOCAL FURNITURE Broker. 39 
years' experience. Sleeper 75", 
$499; 3 pce Sectional 94", $799; 5 
pce Sectional $799; 2 pce Sectional 
$679. All new. Ed, 612-202-1874.

REAL Estate /land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

ASSESSED PROPERTY value too 
high? Tax Abatement Appraisals: 
$345. 651-690-3018.

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

H I G H L A N D  R E A L T Y ' S 
Michael Shields is a Seller 
Representa t ive  Spec ia l is t .  
651-699-5228.

HIGHLAND HOME. 1377 Prior Ave 
S, 3 bdrm., 1.5 bath, $1,350 + util., 
avail. May 1. Contact Paul, 612-
597-9478.

NEED TO SELL a house? I buy 
problem properties. Estates, Fixers, 
Etc. Doug, Agent, 651-489-3322.

REAL Estate wanted

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: April 23         Deadline: April 16

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festivalTAX SEASON IS HERE
James J. McNulty, C.P.A. 651698-1968
I offer competitive rates with electronic filing. 
A year-round, full-service tax and accounting firm 
conveniently located in Highland Park. 
More than 20 years experience.

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

14.30

18.70

23.10

00.00

11.00 minimum

15.40

19.80

24.20

00.00

12.10

16.50

20.90

25.30

00.00

13.20

17.60

22.00

26.40

00.00   Classified ads are $1.10 a word, $11.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
   credit card. Please email, fax or deliver your ad to:  wantads@myvillager.com, 651-699-6501, 757 Snelling  
   Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116.
   To charge your ad, please complete:    Discover             Visa            MasterCard
   Card #  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___    Expiration Date ___  ___  -  ___  ___
   Signature___________________________________________________________  Phone__________________________ 

 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
 �Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
�Professional Services
 �Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
� Roommates
 �Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

Continued page 32



page 32	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 9, 2008

Service Directory
Home Services

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. No 
job too small. 651-646-5175.

*I DO WINDOWS*
Call Chris at 651-645-1451.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. State Lic. #20581059. 
Troy's Decks & Fence, 651- 
210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/gutter 
cleaning, power washing, 10 years' 
experience, insured, references, 
free estimates. Jeremy, SkyBlue 
Windows, 651-503-0996.

*CHIMNEY REPAIR*
Flues, brick, tuckpointing. Mark, 
651-353-3870.

HIGHLAND PARK Painting: Interior/
Exterior. Power washing, decks, 
gutters, tree removal. Reasonable 
rates. 651-216-6548.

OLD WINDOW Tune-Up. Sash 
cord replacement. Weather sealing. 
Security bolts. Complete mainte-
nance. Mike, 612-722-3328.

100,000 WINDOWS cleaned! 
Serving entire Metro. Residential/
Commercial. Free estimates. Jerry, 
651-343-6948.

HANDYFOLKS. Retired profes-
sionals at your service. Painting, 
repairs, tiling, etc. Quality work, rea-
sonable rates. Jerry and Bobbie, 
612-729-7872.

LOOKING FOR: Painting, gut-
ter cleaning, raking, mowing, 
weed pulling; odd jobs; Jim 651- 
698-0840.

GUTTER CLEANING and Gutter 
Screening. Since 1990. Call Mike, 
651-646-4000.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

Housecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable houscleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

Home Services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition, garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
CARPENTRY. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

Talk about being in the right 
place at the right time! This is 
the season 130,000-plus Villager 
readers in the neighborhoods 
listed below are busy buying, 
selling and improving 
their homes. Only these 
neighborhoods are a bit more 
affluent than most.* As a result, 
our upcoming Real Estate Guide 
will be extremely well-read. 
As will your ad — unless 
you miss the deadline.

Location! Location! Location!
(And there’s no better location for your ad than our Real Estate Guide.) 

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™
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UPCOMING REAL ESTATE GUIDE:    
April 23

Deadline: April 16
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

home improvementS

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
patios, walks, floors, brick/block, 
retaining walls, chimney repair/tuck-
pointing. 612-321-0842.

LET'S CREATE your new deck, 
pergola, arbor. Design build. Eliot 
Stadler, 651-785-3873.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, 
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured; 
651-699-7077.

*PAINTING*
Interior/Exterior. Professional 
quality work. Water damage,  
repair, plaster, handyman services, 
carpentry, enameling, windows  
and doors. 651-735-3349.

CONCRETE WORK: steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

SULLIVAN STONEWORKS for  
all your stonework needs. Call Jim, 
651-210-8741.

CERAMIC TILE, floors/bathrooms. 
For free estimate, call Frank, 651-
276-7094.

HOUSE REPAIR and RENO
VATION. Whether upgrading, ex-
panding or just doing maintenance 
or repair; very satisfied, long-term 
clients; personable, flexible and 
very conscientious, 15 years +; 
651-765-0742, Paul.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. An 
affordable, full service company. 
SPRING IS HERE. Call now for 
best rates on exterior in '08. 651-
246-2869.

T & D ASPHALT repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, sealcoating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimate. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional exper- 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

INTERIOR WOODWORKING, 
doors, windows, cabinets, stairs, 
hand rails, baseboard, casing, 
crown molding, etc. References 
available. Free estimates. Call Tom, 
Acker Interior Woodworking, 612-
849-4618.

PAINTING. SKILLFUL Painter for 
interior/exterior. Thorough prep to 
ensure great results. Color consult-
ing, plaster repair, glazing. Helen, 
651-644-0645.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

News deadline is Tuesday, 8 days prior to publication.
Display ad deadline is Thursday, 6 days prior.

Service Directory/want ad deadline is Wednesday, 7 days prior.

Publication dates for 2008
JANUARY	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
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27	 28	 29	 30	 31	
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	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	
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24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29

mARch	 	 	 	 	 1	
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27	 28	 29	 30
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29	 30
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21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30	 31

. . 

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595.

Tom’s Lawn Care
One-Time to Weekly Rates

Seasonal Contracts
651-455-9329

Scoring Positions 
Available

Pearson is looking for hundreds of college graduates to read 
and score student exams on a temporary basis at our St. Paul 
Performance Scoring Center. Paid training will begin in late 
April and projects will last approximately 5 weeks. 

$12.25 per hour
Ample free parking at the site
Public transportation accessible
Friendly, professional atmosphere

Requirements:    Proof of a four-year degree
     (Bachelor degree equivalent)
  
	 	 			Identification	for	completion	of	the	I-9

Shifts Available:  M-F 8:00am – 4:30pm
     Beginning April 28th

     M-F 6:00pm – 10:00pm
     Beginning April 28th
  
To schedule an interview appointment log onto
www.careermapping.com/pemjobs or call 1-877-PEM-JOBS

Pearson
10 River Park Plaza, 7th Floor

St. Paul, MN  55107

Questions: 651-602-5488
or temp_employment@pearson.com

Pearson is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/D

Continued
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Service Directory
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Re­mov­al. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

*BEAGLE LANDSCAPING LLC*
Residential, commercial 4-season 
property care. Spring cleanups. 
Monthly mowing contracts. 651-
775-2035.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serving 
the area for over 20 years. Family 
owned & operated. 651-699-9315; 
651-442-1325.

*100 MONTHLY CONTRACTS*
Full service lawn care. Exper
ienced, reliable; Jeff, cell 651- 
276-4396.

MOWING/WEED WHACKING. 
Yard Cleanup/Tilling. Any/all 
Outdoor Needs! Zach BOS,  
651-341-6133.

SORENSEN LAWN Care, 20 
years serving St. Paul. Mowing, 
Fertilization/Weed Control, Aera
tion, Spring and Fall Cleanups.  
Call Jeff for a free estimate: 651- 
695-1230. www.SorensenLawn 
Care.com.

SADOWSKI BROS. Landscaping. 
We do it all. Reasonable rates. 
No job is too big or too small. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 651- 
353-3870.

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanup. Full lawn service, gutters, 
trees & bushes; 651-690-5227.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS, reliable 
lawn mowing, trimming and blow-
ing; call Andrew, 651-645-3940.

EXTERIOR DRAIN TILE systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

*PRO GREEN LAWN SERVICE*
Mowing, Cleanups, Dethatching, 
Fer ti l ization, Aeration. 651- 
442-8351.

*STONEGATE LAWN CARE*
Weekly mowing, fertilizing, aerat-
ing. Residential/commercial. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 612-581-8568.

COME HOME to a Natural Oasis! 
Verbena Design and Landscaping 
creates healthy outdoor spaces 
that suit your needs. Raingardens. 
Garden Renovations. Design. Build. 
Maintain. Art Meets Ecology in your 
Back Yard. Carleen, 612-590-5199. 
www.verbenadesign.com.

ACCTING/INCOME TAX

INCOME TAX Service. David A. 
Markuson. Over 20 years' experi-
ence. Your home or mine. 612-
724-7021. E-file available.

PROFESSIONAL TAX prepara-
tion for individuals, businesses. 
Electronic filing. Over 20 years' ex-
perience. James J. McNulty, CPA, 
651-698-1968.

financial services

NEED LOANS? Home improve-
ment/construction. Toll free 1-866-
684-2777 (customer ID 62998). 
www.atlowcostloans.com.

Office & graphics

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

publishing/printing

WRITING A BOOK? Prepress  
production. Call Bob at 651- 
647-9742. Or email repgrafx@ 
bitstream.net.

Housecleaning

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

OPENINGS AVAILABLE. Spic 
'n span housecleaning. Honest,  
reliable. References. Sarah, 651-
698-4645.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Service. Licensed. Insured. Sisters 
in business and now expanding. 
651-730-4124.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House
cleaning. Honest, reliable, excellent 
references; 651-293-1273.

HOUSECLEANING. Sister duo, 
over 10 years' experience. Fantastic 
references, free estimates. 612-
708-0843, Sasha.

SPARKLING CLEAN! Detailed, 
organized, reasonable rates. 
Experienced, good references. 
Free estimates. Maria, 651- 
245-9027.

AUTUMN DAY Cleaning. Experi
enced, organized, reliable, ref-
erences, supplies provided. 
Only 17/hour! Stephanie, 651- 
699-1512.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn and Landscaping. 
Quality work and competitive 
rates. Commercial/Residential. 
Landscaping services include 
grading, sodding, decorative rock 
& wood mulch gardens. Retaining 
walls, patios, sidewalks & drive-
ways. Weekly lawn cutting, weed 
& feed. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References available upon 
request.

THE BEST Landscaping Design 
Services. Retaining walls, walks 
& patios, grading, sodding, trees/
shrubs/plantings, ponds; Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping, Inc., 651-
227-2584.

T I M ’ S  G R A S S  C U T T I N G . 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups; 
gutter cleaning/repair; dethatching, 
tree/bush service; 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John, 
612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, 
sod, dirt. General hauling/excavat-
ing, tree trimming/removal. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Accept 
credit cards. References. Loren, 
651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Spring cleanups, mow-
ing. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

N/S LAWN SNOW. Call 651- 
776-5929 for estimates. Appre-ciate 
your business.

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Spring 
cleanups. Weekly lawn. Edging, 
hedging & more. Tree trimming/
stump removal. Reasonable. Now 
taking new contracts. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

Strippers
                                SINCE 1964

FURNITURE RESTORATION
• Furniture & Woodwork Stripping
• Repair Old & New Furniture
• Refinishing  • Caning
• Upholstery   • Rushing
• Reproduction Hardware
• Retail Supplies For
   Do-It-Yourselfers
• Pick-Up & Delivery Available

 651-645-0678
1698 SelbY Av St PAUl

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

The Best Care Year-Round

651714-4100
David Jarecke • 15 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/ Insured

SEASONS
PAINTING

• Plaster Repairs
• Water Storm Damage

• Skim Coating
• Wallpaper Removal
• Painting of All Kinds

• Texturing of All Kinds

Naturally Beautiful
Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

• Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
• Spot Repairable  • Easy Maintenance
• Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring  • Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at

Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Free Estimates

Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured
Cell 612-386-7366    Office 651-647-1480

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Garage Slabs • Driveways

• Patterned Concrete
• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg
I

Build
GARAGES

EASY TO WORK WITH

REASONABLE RATES

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

  y u s t
architectural

Thoughtful Remodels & Additions
Free Initial Consultation

651 .  225 .  9601

Jeff Menard
Landscape

                  Drainage problems?
Retaining Walls

Patios – Steps – Walks
651•436•6568

Landscape
FINISH CARPENTRY

Cabinets • Built-Ins
Doors • Windows

Staircases
bIRdHouSE dESIgN & woodwoRkINg

Andy Yoakum 763-807-7400

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates • 30 yrs. Exp.

Excavation Available
612-729-1298

J & T Landscaping
	 • Paver Patios & Sidewalks
	 • Retaining Walls
	 • Sod
	 • Wet Basement Solutions
	 • Mulch & Rock Beds

          (651) 269-5379
                Call today for your free estimate

Fence Repair Co.
NEW INSTALLATION

No Job Too Small
612-644-9589

Lawn Problems?
– Aeration –
The First & Best Step
toward a healthier lawn

• 3 years of training
• 20 years experience

Call today
612-722-0494

MK Lawn &
Landscape

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation Services

Low Spring Rates!
BC-20617310

Over 30 Years Experience
 • Driveways • Overlays • Patios
 • Steps • Exposed • Brick
 • Walks • Colored • Stone
 • Floors • Stamped

Call us for ALL your
concrete needs

651.755.6152
651.755.6677

• Licensed
• Insured

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

• Parking Lots
• Sport Courts

www.arcpavinginc.com
Free Estimates

(651) 253-8474

• Parking Lots

Driveway Replacement 
Specialists
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Service Directory
Music Instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana Uni- 
versity. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; at my studio or 
your home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

Piano Tuning/Repair

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered 
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning 
coupon. Gavinpiano.com. 

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. 
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

Instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K- 
college, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT.  
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955..

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

BUILDING CONFIDENCE! 
Exceptional results! Phonics, 
Comprehens ion ,  F l uency, 
Vocabulary, Writing Essentials.  
(K -6 th ) . Re fe rences. 651- 
699-7978.

REGISTER NOW for  k ids '  
summer camps! Experience the 
joy of fearless sewing! Classes, 
camps, & private lessons. 651- 
297-0495; sewinglounge.com.

LEARN PORTUGUESE! Brazilian 
immigrant teacher. All ages, levels. 
Tatiana, 651-698-9685.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Profess- 
ionals, Career Changers. 18+ years'  
e x p e r i e n c e .  P a m e l a ,  
612-729-9964.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS NEEDED! No CDL? Day 
or weekend classes locally @ ATT-
North. Get pre-hired with TMC! 
Benefits+. Make $850-$1200 week!  
866-823-0268.

HOUSE CLEANING, need car, 
2-5 days, wage plus miles; 651- 
426-8850.

CHILD CARE service needs adults  
days, evenings and vacations; 
$500 week/up. Car necessary. 651- 
429-2963.

PROJECT ASSISTANT for Adult 
Craft Workshop. Looking for cre-
ative individual with excellent 
people skills. T/TH mornings,  
6 hours/week. Call Barbie Levine, 
St. Paul JCC, 651-255-4734.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
Secretary. Randolph Heights 
Presbyterian Church. Tues.-Thurs., 
2-3 hours per day. $11/hour. 
Contact Janel at 651-253-2642 or 
janelrhpc@comcast.net.

COOKS. Must have real experi-
ence. FT/PT. Shamrocks fam-
ily friendly bar & grill, 995 W 
7th/Randolph. Ask for Tom, 651-
228-9925.

business opportunity

NEW SALON on Selby with chair 
rentals available. Interested call Get 
Gorgeous Styling Salon! 651-291-
8997. Thanks.

EXPERIENCED HAIR STYLIST 
chair rental or commission. 
Make your own hours. Call 651- 
224-8044.

Computer/Internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, 
troubleshooting, upgrades, virus 
spyware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651-
274-4072.

SENIORS, CROSS THE RIVER/
BECOME MORE COMPUTER 
LITERATE! SeniorNet, a national 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to teaching computer literacy to 
adults over 50, has trained over 
2500 seniors at their Learning  
Center in Minneapolis near the 
Basilica and Walker Art Museum, 
only fifteen  minutes from Highland! 
Small classes, taught by patient 
seniors, meet 2 hours once weekly  
for 4 weeks, $25. (Basics, E-mail, 
Internet, Photo elements, Word 
Processing, etc.) Parking, $2.50. 
Starts April 28. Information: 612-
659-6253.

pet sitting/pet care

I CARE FOR your pets in your 
home or mine. Dog walking. Sheri, 
612-721-9062.

A HELPING PAW. Amanda, 612-
205-0587. www.ahelpingpawtc.
com.

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

Health & Fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

NATURAL SOLUTIONS for Chil
dren with ADD/ADHD. Katelyn 
Maria MA, LICSW, 651-646-8306. 
22 years working with children. 

massage therapy

*THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE*
651-645-0575. The Wellness Clinic 
LLC.

RELAXING SWEDISH & Deep 
Tissue Massage. Snelling &  
St. Clair. HealthPoint building. 
651-698-1404.

COME TO YOUR senses. Full 
body massage by Margaret. Call 
651-330-6533 for appt.

Sewing/Embroidery

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

catering

CATER WAITER. Having a lun-
cheon, dinner or special occasion? 
Let our professionally trained wait 
staff help you. $25/hour; 4 hour 
minimum. 651-695-8012.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 651-
698-9604 or e-mail fiebigerj@
qwest.net.

KEITH’S
PLASTER REPAIR

‘‘Repairing all types of Damage”

• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage
• Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                     Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                      Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-459-7552
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

651.917.2881
www.proteampaintingplus.com

Call Duane for a prompt FREE estimate

LICENSED & INSURED, LIC# 20583395

Proud Supporter of the Ronald McDonald House Charities,
Upper Midwest. 2% Net Profit is donated to the House.

ONE STOP FULL SERVICE
QUALITY * SERVICE * INTEGRITY

Painting
Exterior
Interior
Carpentry Repairs
Woodworking

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wi lson

Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

Interior
WOODWORK
REFINISHING

Remove Old Paint/Finish
• Buffets  • Moldings
• Windows  • Doors

• Fine Furniture
Restore the original beauty.
Free Estimates • Locally owned

Dave Gunderson Restoration
Certified Wood Finish Specialists

651.699.6547

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
 Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

Certified  Arborist 651 699-7022
   “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Normandale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655
Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Dustin Hamland
651-319-3515

WALLS &
CEILINGS
Plaster & Drywall Repair,

Painting & More
Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured       Free Estimates
Specializing since 1992

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Steigauf Brothers
Lawn Service

& Snow Plowing
~ Since 1980 ~

COMPLETE LAWNCARE &
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Mark Steigauf   651-698-0395

My old windows are great…

I just wish they worked.

Energy Improvements for Older Windows
Add “tilt-in” feature to Original Windows
Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting
Restoration Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

Since 1883

Restoration Specialists
688 Hague                         651-292-0124

Plumbing and Heating Co.

Metro Pro
 Painters
     Low Rates
  Free Estimates

Exterior/Interior

Decks
Drywall – Finishing
651-815-2782
651-797-2744

C
H

I L
E

EN PA IN

T
I N

G

Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349
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Service Directory
For Rent Residential

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,450 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

VICTORIA/RANDOLPH. Recently 
renovated. Charming 2 bdrm. 
Victorian lower duplex. Sunny 
eat-in kitchen/wood floor. Ceramic 
bathroom. Lots of built-ins, high 
ceilings, on site laundry, newer 
carpeting. Incl. heat, water, trash. 
NP/NS. Landlords who care! $950; 
651-292-8596.

LARGE 2+ bedroom duplex, w/d, 
off-street parking, nice deck and 
backyard, avail. May 1. $990/mo. 
heat included. 612-209-5870; 651-
224-6005.

*RENT TO OWN*
Low down payment. No bank qual-
ify. Many homes available. Call now. 
612-419-5350.

CONVENIENT ACCESS, his-
toric character! Spacious 2-bdrm. 
upper unit in four-plex; hdwd. floors; 
on-site laundry & storage; newly 
updated kitchen includes dish- 
washer; $875 + util. 1528 Iglehart 
Ave. Avail. now. 612-968-2586.

ONE BDRM., $650/mo. Walking 
distance to Macalester College. 
Move in special: 1/2 off first month's 
rent. 651-468-4102.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, across from 
golf course, sunlit 4 bdrm. home, 
2 fireplaces, new kitchen/stainless 
steel appliances, walk-in closets, 
screen porch, lovely patio. Attached 
2-car garage. 952-942-5670.

GRAND. 719 Hague. 1 BR, deck, 
carpeted, CA, laundry, storage, 
parking. No pets. $630 + util. 612-
809-4919.

For Rent Commercial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+  
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

TWO STORES, approx. 25 x 60;  
3107 E. 42nd St. and 4205 31st 
Ave S. Full basement. Ideal office 
or shop. Near busy restaurant; near 
Ford Bridge; 2 blocks from light rail. 
1-507-282-3237

roommates wanted

SHARE OUR Cathedral Hil l 
Victorian, $300 plus utilities. Quiet. 
651-414-0545.

Garage/Storage

SINGLE GARAGE for rent; storage  
or car. Rear of 1702 Grand Ave.  
1-507-282-3237.

announcements

"BUT OF ALL GOD'S miracles 
large and small, the most miracu-
lous one of all is the one I thought 
could never be: God has given you 
to me." Happy Birthday, Shannon. 
WE LOVE YOU! 

child care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

EARLY START Licensed home 
daycare. Specializing in childhood 
development. Activities, field trips. 
20 months and up. Two provid-
ers. 22 years in business. 651- 
690-2395.

MOTHER OF school age  children 
available to take care of yours dur-
ing summer. 651-428-7862.

For Rent Residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. Charming 2 bedrooms,  hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bed-
rooms, carpeted, spacious closets; 
$635-$655. For appt. call Cindy, 
651-699-8471.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704 
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

1776 ST. CLAIR AVE. Two bdrms. 
from $805; 651-690-3787. www.
krcapartments.com.

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Ran
dolph, spacious 1 & 2 BR, 
quiet senior bldg. Underground 
heated parking, $663-$824;  
651-773-3485.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-698-7684. www.krca-
partments.com.

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 2 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers conve-
nient access to work or enjoy-
ment. Hidden River Falls, unique 
shops, and great restaurants are 
just a walk, jog or bicycle ride away. 
Off-street parking and garages 
available. Call to reserve your new 
home! 952-334-5365.

Moisture
Damage?

651-698-3156

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GaraGes l.l.c.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

Spring Cleanups

BEAKS  (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Invest
in your
Home

 Quality Lawn Care &
  Landscape Services

• Retaining Walls
• Pavers  • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning 
Lawn Care Contracts

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

call martey for a free estimate

651-271-2418
fully insured

ShowcaSe
Home Painting

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

SPRING CLEANUPS
                        • Weekly Mowing Contracts
                                         • Fertilizing
                                      • Landscaping

                                 Gallagher Property
                            Maintenance, Inc.

                               “EXPECT THE BEST”

                                           651-690-471017 years experience

SPRING
                        • Weekly
                                         • 
                                      • 

                                 

FREE
Spring Clean-up

with seasonal
contract

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

CHIMNEY
REPAIR

~ St. Paul’s Oldest Chimney Repair Co. ~

 • TUCKPOINTING & REBUILDING
 • DAMPER REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 • BRICK, FOUNDATION & MASONRY WORK
 • FIREPLACE REPAIR
 • RAINCAPS & SCREENS
 • FLASHING & ROOF REPAIR

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
Water Repellent 

Treatment
Stops Leaks

and Deterioration

Leske Co
651699-7089
www.leskechimneyrepair.com

OVER 90 
YEARS

COMBINED
EXPERIENCE

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

Chimney
Repairs

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family-owned for
over 50 years

612-414-4612



protecting
the p iceless

Some of your most prized possessions 
may be undervalued - and underinsured. 
Homeowner’s insurance doesn’t always cover 
these items and there’s a better than even 
chance that you’re seriously underinsured 
against loss or damage - or not insured at all.

Consider this: Gold and platinum prices have 
doubled in the past fi ve years, and diamond 
prices are up more than 50 percent. For your 
insurance company to properly
cover your assets, an accurate and up-to-date 
valuation of your jewelry is essential.

No one knows the true value of fi ne jewelry 
better than R.F. Moeller Jeweler. We have the 
most highly educated staff  of any independent 
jeweler in the country and a fully equipped 
gem laboratory accredited by the American 
Gem Society.

Free Jewelry Cleaning 
and Inspection

In-House 
Platinum Craftsmen 

and Goldsmiths

All Types of 
Watch and Jewelry 

Repair

Computer-Aided 
Design (CAD)

Fine Diamond, 
Estate and Antique 

Jewelry  Acquisition

Laser-Welding 
Technology

Antique Jewelry 
Restoration

In-House 
Swiss-Trained 
Watchmakers

Certifi ed Gemological 
Appraisals

Pearl and
Bead 

Restringing

S pec
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2008 Ideas for
Your Home’s 

Improvement

INSIDE THIS SPECIAL SECTION
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE IT

Home improvement fair has 
become a rite of spring for 
Highland and Macalester-
Groveland residents 38

PLANTING THE SEED

Karen Van Norman of 
Macalester-Groveland 
o� ers simple steps to make 
your garden greener 41

TIME TO REMODEL

Ted Davis and Andrea 
Casselton go the distance in 
upgrading their Highland 
Park rambler 42

CELEBRATE CITY LIVING

Merriam Park home is one 
of nine area residences on 
the annual Minneapolis & 
St. Paul Home Tour 44

Featuring the

Macalester-Groveland &

Highland Park

Home Improvement Fair

A VILLAGER
SPECIAL
SECTION
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651-6LETTUS • lettusservice.com
(651-653-8887) • info@lettusservice.com

Safe, reliable and on-time!

Licensed and Insured
Lic. # 20626922

ECO
Friendly

Install Weather Stripping✓ Window Repair✓

Clean/Repair Gutters✓
Carpentry✓

Drywall Repair✓

Re-caulk Tubs✓

Painting✓

Deck Care/Building✓ Install Garage Openers✓

Adjust/Fix/Replace Doors✓Floor Installation✓

Replace/Install Ceramic Tile✓
Build and Repair Fences✓
Tuck Pointing✓

Install/Repair Dryer Vent✓

Eave Repair✓

And More...

Mike Hage

• Tinting & Stamping
• Steps
• Walkways
• Driveways
• Patios
• Garage Floors
• Retaining Walls
• Brick & Stone

• Pavers  • Tuckpointing  • Remodeling  • More!!

“Now you
 have a
 friend in the
 concrete,
 masonry &
 Home
 Improvement
 Business”

Family owned & operated. A trusted and
respected name since 1930. Free Estimates.

“Hage” quality & service made affordable.

Don’t delay, call today. 651-366-6891
Visit us online at www.mikehageconcrete.com

Custom Radiator
Covers

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Stuck in a corner
with your kitchen?

CUSTOM CABINETRY
Kitchens • Vanities • Built-In’s

Entertainment Centers • Laundry/Garage Units
FREE ESTIMATES

651-338-3068Thad Lallensack
tlallensack@msn.com

By Larry Englund

The growing interest in energy efficien-
cy and a green approach to home care 
will once again be a major focus of the  

this year’s Macalester-Groveland & Highland 
Park Home Improvement Fair. The event 
will run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Satur-
day, April 19, in the auxiliary gym of Cretin- 
Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St.

“About one-third of the floor will be devoted 
to vendors who feature organic lawn care, rain 
gardens, paint with low or no volatile organic 
chemicals, and energy efficiency,” said Andy 
Hamerlinck, the environmental coordinator 
for the Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council. 

The 16th annual fair, which is organized 
by the Highland and Macalester-Groveland 
district councils, has become something of 
a local rite of spring as area residents once 
again look forward to working in their gar-
dens and sprucing up their homes. It started 
in 1993 as a way to promote the maintenance 
and improvement of both the Highland and 
Macalester-Groveland neighborhoods’ aging 
housing stock. “For the past three years we’ve 

been featuring more and more green and sus-
tainable practices as part of the fair,” Hamer-
linck said.

This year’s fair will feature more than 70  
exhibitors, from construction companies 
and cabinet shops to window companies 
and financial institutions. There will also be 
15 workshops covering topics ranging from 
green remodeling and financing options to  
solar energy and window replacement. 

Hamerlinck said the noon workshop “Rain 
Barrels 101” is unusual for the fair, since it 
requires pre-registration. Participants will be 
able to create their own low-cost rain bar-
rels with the help of Verde Strategies, a young 
company that turns 55-gallon drums into rain 
barrels. “We’re going to talk about alternative 
storm water management and participants 
will put together a rain barrel for about $40,” 
said Ed Rudberg, one of the partners in the 
company. 

Typically, rainwater picks up surface pol-
lutants, sediment and fertilizer before enter-
ing the sewer system. The use of rain barrels 
improves local water quality by filtering rain-
water through plants before it enters a water-
shed and empties into a river. Rudberg said 

rain barrels are also a simple way to conserve 
household water. With rain barrels, “you don’t 
have to use potable water for your gardens or 
washing the car,” he said.

All of the components for the barrel will 
be prepped before the workshop, including 
refurbished brass spigots. Those who attend 
will be able to assemble the barrels without 
the use of tools.

Rudberg got into the business last summer 
when he was looking to buy a few rain barrels 
for his house and discovered they cost $100 
to $200 each. “Four of those amounted to a 
mortgage payment for me,” he said. So he and 
his partner, Doug Everling, came up with an 
inexpensive alternative approach. They were 
immediately invited to display their product 
at the Minnesota State Fair, and this year they 
are booked to conduct rain barrel workshops 
through mid-June.

Everling is amazed at how quickly the con-
cept has caught on. “Dakota County is now 
buying rain barrels from us in bulk,” he said. 
“We’ve gone from starting with borrowed 
tools to needing a warehouse.” 

Another new vendor who will be conduct-
ing a workshop at the home improvement fair 

this year is Macalester-Groveland resident 
Karen Van Norman, Your Garden Mentor 
(see story on page 41). Van Norman, who has 
a master’s degree in botany and has been gar-
dening for 25 years, had friends who exhib-
ited at the fair in the past and said it seemed to 
be a great way to work with people in her own 
neighborhood.

Apparently, many other vendors appre-
ciate the neighborly feel of the fair, which  
Hamerlinck said attracts several hundred  
people each year. Exhibitors are quick to regis-
ter, and “we always fill up early,” he said. “The 
vendors do a lot of business on the floor.”  

Originally, the fair was tied in with a low-
interest home improvement loan program, 
according to Hamerlinck, but that money ran 
out in 2006. Nonetheless, he said, “lots of fi-
nancial institutions have continued to support 
the home fair.”

Local banks, credit unions and mortgage 
companies are all part of the vendor mix. 
TCF Bank, which has been a part of the fair 
since the beginning, will once again conduct a 
workshop this year on “Home Improvement 

home fair c40

Flowers spilled across the floor near Heart & Soul Land Design at last year’s home 
improvement fair. This spring’s event will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 19, at Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. Photos by Brad Stauffer

No place like it
Fair nails down nearly everything residents 
need to know about home improvements

Jeff Borden of Borden Windows demonstrated his product to Highland Park residents 
Naomi Sarolainen, center, and Toni Lee at last year’s fair.



WEDNESDAY, april 9, 2008 	 VILLAGER	 page 39

My old windows are great…  I just wish they worked.
Cra� sman restores original windows
Paul Schmidt loves taking old things and making 
them new again, sometimes better than new.
Take windows, for example. Eight years ago Schmidt 
started restoring old windows and making them 
more energy-e�  cient than when they were new. 
He’s restored thousands of windows since.
“Window restoration costs less and makes more 
sense than replacing them,” Schmidt said. “A 
single-pane window coupled with a properly 
sealed storm window can be as energy-e�  cient 
as a new double-pane replacement window.”
An engineer by trade, Schmidt loves anything 
old. He found he had a talent for renovating 
almost anything in old homes. He made windows, 
however, his specialty.

Schmidt can renovate all the windows in a typical 
home in three days or less. All the work is done 
on site in a trailer that is his rolling workshop.
He also teaches Community Education window 
restoration classes. It’s easier than it sounds and 
only takes a few simple tools like a pry bar, screw-
drivers and a utility knife.
“Once you learn how to take a window apart, the 
rest is easy.”

Energy Improvements for Older Windows
Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting
Restoration Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

Home Improvement Show Seminar:
     “Energy Improvements for Older Windows”
                Saturday, April 19 at 10:30 a.m.
                Cretin Derham Hall

24 HOUR
SERVICE

FULL SERVICE
•

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

•
5 YEAR

WARRANTY

651.690.1551
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105
highland-electric.com

Natural Gas Boilers

65656565651-644-11-644-11-644-11-644-11-644-1444441111100000
  Serving your neighborhood since 1945!

“Talk to your neighbors”

Three
generations

of
true boiler
expertise

Please check out our
ratings on Consumer
Reporting Agencies.

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.

B
Since

1945 1598 SELBY AVENUE
ST. PAUL, MN 55104-6292

TM

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

• A.G. Blinds & Shutters
• Alternative Mortgage Options
• Amazing Husband Handyman
• American Water Systems 
• Angie’s List
• Authentic Construction
• Beth Black Color Consulting
• Borden Window
• Building Arts Sustainable
        Architecture & Construction 
• Castle Building & Remodeling 
• CoverMyRadiator 
• Creative Closets
• Custom Roll-Outs 	
• DC Gutterfilter
• Design Renovations 
• Donnelly Brothers Construction
• Donnelly Stucco 
• Durand Home Design
• Essential Design
• F&P Remodeling By Design 
• Fineline Architecture
• Finnish Projects 
• Garden Mentor
• Great Garage Door Co. 
• Greater Metropolitan Housing Corp.
          Housing Resource Center
• Hedrick Design & Remodeling
• Highland District Council
• Hi-Tech Energy Solutions 	
• Home Customizers
• Home Enhancers
• Home Tailors Building &
         Remodeling 
• Home Works Remodeling
• Imhoff Painting
• J & R Cabinet Sales 
• Johnson Creek
• Lake Area Mortgage
• Leitner’s Garden Center 
• LettUs Service
• Lundberg’s Bobcat Service 

• Macalester-Groveland Community
       Council
• Minnesota Craftsman Painting 
• Moose Construction Co.
• Morr Construction Services
• NaturaLawn of America
• Neighborhood Energy Connection 
• New Windows for America/
       Gutter Shutter Co. 
• Northrup Remodeling
• Northwest Architectural Salvage
• Pinehurst Bank 
• Premier Fence
• Priced Right Remodeling
• Pro Vision Construction
• Rainbow Tree Care
• Regal Designers & Remodelers
• Renaissance Exteriors 	
• Renewal by Andersen 
• Restoration Window Systems
• St. Paul Department of Safety and
        Inspections 
•  St. Paul Environmental Health-
        Ramsey County Public Health 
• Signature Framing
• Spaces Into Places Inc. 
• SP Custom Carpentry
• Surface Renew
• TCF National Bank
• Teacher Federal Credit Union 
• Titan Construction 
• The Transformed Tree 	
• Twin Cities Siding Professionals
• Ultimate Exteriors of Minnesota
• US Bank Highland Park
• Verde Strategies 
• Vito Mechanical
• Vujovich Design Build 
• White Crane Construction
• Window Concepts of Minnesota
• Windowcraft Installations

Home improvement fair exhibitors
Joe McKenzie of Highgrove Community Federal Credit Union, right, visited with loan 
officers Maggie Johnson, left, and Lia Ramirez at last year’s fair. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Financing Options 101.” 
“We want to help people 

understand the different fi-
nancing options for remodel-
ing and the qualifying criteria 
for each,” said Bill Sarvela of 
TCF. “They run from re-
financing a mortgage to a 
closed-end home equity line 
of credit.”

US Bank is another local fi-
nancial exhibitor that will be 
offering information about 
home improvement loans. 
Customer service manager 
Scott Prihoda noted that the 
bank’s credit criteria has al-
ways been a bit tight, and that 
hasn’t changed. “The only 
snag we’ve been running into 

with loans is that some prop-
erty values have dropped re-
cently,” he said. 

The Neighborhood Ener-
gy Connection will conduct 
a workshop that will offer 
tips on how to lower energy 
bills, including information 
on the Minnesota Energy 
Loan. “The program requires 
an energy audit,” said Jim-
mie Sparks, energy program 
manager for the NEC. “After 
the audit, you have access to 
funds for energy improve-
ments. By following one of 
the recommendations, the 
funds are also available for 
remodeling.” 

Sparks said the workshop 
will also teach participants 
how to make small, inexpen-
sive  home improvements to 

increase comfort and reduce 
costs. “We’ll talk about ‘low-
hanging fruit’ like weather-
stripping around doors and 
windows, using CFL bulbs 
and insulating water pipes 
and water heaters,” he said. 

Hamerlinck said he has 
been receiving more and 

more inquiries this year from 
homeowners about the avail-
ability of funds for energy- 
efficient projects. Given that, 
he said, the NEC workshop 
should prove to be particu-
larly popular. But then, as  
Hamerlinck noted, all of the 
workshops are well-attended.

“The people who come 
to the fair all seem to be re-
ally motivated to get the work 
done,” he said.

Admission to the Home 
Improvement Fair is free. 
Sponsors include Cretin-
Derham Hall, Holy Spirit 
School, Northrup Remodel-

ing, Pinehurst Bank, Restora-
tion Window Systems, TCF 
Bank, US Bank and White 
Crane Construction. 

For more information, call 
the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council office at 
651-695-4000 or visit www.
macgrove.org.

U.S. Bank can get you that _________________
with a 4.74% Home Equity Line of Credit. With no
closing costs, no points, and a lightning-fast turn
around, you’ll be able to go to _______________,
fix up your _______________ or drive off in your
new _______________ before you know it. Rates
are lower than they have been in years. Stop by
your local U.S.Bank branch, visit us at usbank.com,
or just call us at 651-466-LOAN (5626).

Proud to be headquartered in the Twin Cities

Let U.S. Bank help
you fill in the blanks!

4.74%
APR*

Home Equity Line of Credit

Prime -.51%

*4.74% variable Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available with a U.S. Bank checking account, loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less and credit limit equal to
or greater than $20,000. Other rates apply for higher LTV and lower credit limit. The APR will vary with Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal.

As of March 19, 2008, the variable rate for line of credit is 4.74% APR to 9.74% APR. The rate will not vary above 25% APR nor below 4.49%
APR. Offer is subject to normal credit qualifications. Rates are subject to change. Property insurance is required. Consult your tax advisor
regarding the deductibility of interest. Some restrictions may apply. Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit are offered through U.S. Bank
National Association ND. ©2008 U.S. Bancorp, U.S. Bank. Member FDIC

usbank.com | 651-466-LOAN (5626)

Highland Park Office
711 Cleveland Ave. S.
651-695-6200
Branch Name
Branch Address
Branch Phone

Highland Park Office
711 Cleveland Ave. S.
651-695-6200

HouseHH
LiftfLift

4330 Nicolle

ff
(612)821.1100  |  www.houseliftinc.com

ff

Quality Construction, 
Customer Satisfaction & Trust.

HH
yy

Total Transformations...

“We liked the people. 
Very friendly, very 
trustworthy, and 

especially reliable."

35
YEARS

of Dedicated Service

651-646-3996 • www.transformedtree.com
State License #1856

Home improvement fair workshops

10:30-
11:30 a.m.

Noon- 
1:00 p.m.

1:30- 
2:30 p.m.

Energy Improve-
ments for Older 

Windows

Restoration 
Window  
Systems

Home Improve-
ment Financing 

Options 101

TCF Bank

Creating a 
Family-Friendly 

Kitchen

F & P  
Remodeling 

by Design

Understanding 
the Minnesota 

GreenStar  
Program

Vujovich  
Design Build

Designing Your 
Remodeling 

Project from an 
Architect’s POV

FineLine  
Architecture

Solar Options

Hi-Tech  
Energy 

Solutions

Rain Barrels 
101*

Verde  
Strategies

Updating Your 
Kitchen Without 

Breaking the 
Bank

Spaces Into 
Place

Green Living 
Lifestyles – Your 

Remodeling 
Project

Home  
Enhancers

The Green  
Gardener

Your Garden  
Mentor

Practical  
Solutions 
for Green  

Remodeling

Moose  
Construction 

Company

How to Lower 
Your Energy 

Bill & Be More 
Comfortable 
Year Round

Neighborhood 
Energy  

Connection

How to Choose 
a Contractor:  

25 Factors

Castle  
Building & 

Remodeling

Low Input & 
Organic Lawn 

Care

Rainbow  
Tree Care

Window 
Replacement 

Options

Amazing  
Husband 

Handyman

           Times                  Room 163          Room 162            Room 161         Room 145           Room 144

* Participants will create their own low-cost rain barrel. Registration is required at www.verdestrategies.com.

John and Joy Dettarpporte of Highland Park learned 
about flooring options from CBL Floors’ Diane Hanzal at 
last year’s home improvement fair. Photo by Stauffer

38b home fair
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Hundreds of items
for the homeowner,

contractor
or do-it-

yourselfer

Hiawatha

REDDY RENTS
  4411 Hiawatha Ave.
  612 722-9516

Take Ford Parkway
(46th St. in Mpls.)
to Hiawatha, turn
right - 2 blocks.

So.
Mpls.

Do it yourself
and save!
Your project made
simple with tools
from Reddy Rents
• Paint Sprayers
• Floor Sanders
• Floor Polishers
• Rug Shampooers
• Wallpaper Steamers
• Texture Sprayers
• Pressure Washers
• Roto Tillers
• Power Rakes
• Aerators

Do it yourself
and save!

ST. ANDREWH o m e S e r v i c e s

w w w . s t a n d r e w h o m e s e r v i c e s . c o m

Services Provided:
Carpentry • Drywall • Taping

Windows • Doors
Flooring • Kitchen Remodel/Design

Painting • Ceramic Tile Install
Bathroom Remodel/Design

And Much More

(651) 785-6583      (612) 251-9343

By Sue Lee

Just about everywhere a person turns these 
days there is talk about living green, reduc-
ing one’s ecological footprint and being 

more environmentally conscious about what 
we consume and throw away. Every choice we 
make contributes to the ecological health of 
the planet—for better or for worse. 

Macalester-Groveland resident Karen Van 
Norman will be extending that concept to 
the backyard when she presents a workshop 
on “The Green Gardener” at noon Saturday, 
April 19, during the 16th annual Macales-
ter-Groveland & Highland Park Home Im-
provement Fair at Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S.  
Albert St.

“Gardeners are already pretty darn green,” 
said Van Norman, “but what I’m going to do 
is encourage them to raise the bar a bit. I want 
to help them focus on their gardening prac-
tices, and suggest ways in which they can be 
even more ecologically sound.” 

Van Norman has a master’s degree in biol-
ogy/botany and is a member of the Minne-
sota State Horticultural Society as well as the 
Ramsey County Garden Club. For five years 
she was an environmental education special-
ist with the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, and for another five years she was 
director of the School Natural Green Project 
at St. Olaf College, where she helped schools 
create natural areas and trained teachers to in-
corporate environmental education into their 
curricula.

Van Norman will have plenty of suggestions  
for people attending her workshop during the 
home improvement fair. She will ask them to 
examine their gardening practices and will 
advise them on how they can keep their lawns 
lush and flowers blooming without using a lot 
of chemicals. 

“I’ll ask them to take a look in their garage 
for pesticides and herbicides,” she said, “and 
if they’re using them, encourage them to try 
to minimize their use, or not use them at all. 
Preen is a good example; it’s a chemical that’s 
used to inhibit weed growth.  There are many 
products that harm the environment and 
there are many natural alternatives, such as 
corn gluten.” 

Van Norman said using organic compost 
and mulch is also a good way to improve 
soil and reduce the need for chemical pesti-
cides and fertilizers. Another way to become 

more a greener gardener is to adjust watering 
schedules. 

“I’m not a turf expert by any means,” she 
said, “but there are some techniques that peo-
ple can use to get the most out of their water-
ing.” 

The type of hose or sprinkler that garden-
ers use and the times of day they water are 
important, Van Norman said. Adding a rain 
barrel is an inexpensive way to capture min-
eral- and chlorine-free water for lawns and 
gardens. Constructing a rain garden allows 
runoff from roofs, driveways and walkways to 
soak into the ground instead of polluting local 
lakes and streams. 

“Even the types of plants that people use can 
make a difference,” Van Norman said. Plants 
native to Minnesota have already adapted to 
the state’s weather conditions, are easier to 
grow and maintain, and usually require less 
fertilizer and water. Growing native flowers 
also attracts butterflies and bees to feed and 
pollinate. 

“Those are just a few things I plan to focus 
on in the workshop,” Van Norman said. “I 
want to help people look beyond what they’ve 
always been doing and help them to maybe 
do it a little bit better.”

Along with hosting the workshop, Van 
Norman will be one of more than 70 exhibi-
tors at the fair, promoting her new business, 
Your Garden Mentor. 

“I’ve been gardening for ages,” she said.  
“I’m not a fancy landscape designer—I have 
friends and colleagues who do that—but I 
want to help people learn how to garden. I 
want to work with people who may not be 
able to afford a big landscaping project, but 
who just want to have a garden and don’t 
know where to start.”

Van Norman emphasizes interaction and 
collaboration with her clients. She wants to 
help them make the most of their time when 
planning and maintaining their gardens 
and avoid costly planting mistakes. She will 
visit customers’ gardens, help them shop for 
the right plants and instruct them in how to 
maintain the space efficiently.  

“The garden mentor concept is relatively 
new,” Van Norman said, “but there are people 
all over the country doing it now.”  

More information is available by visiting the 
“The Green Gardener” workshop on April 19 
or contacting Van Norman at 651-470-6733 
or KarenVN@bitstream.net.

Garden mentor Karen Van Norman, right, gives Susan Olsson some ideas for improving 
the look around her Highland Park home. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Planting the seed
Expert offers home fair-goers simple 
steps to make their gardens greener 



page 42	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 9, 2008

REMODEL INGREMODEL ING

We specialize in residential 
and commercial remodeling 
with an added sense of style 
and purpose. Our designers 
create one-of-a-kind 
solutions that are steeped 
in a rich legacy of 
architectural heritage and 
aesthetics. From the overall 
vision to the finer details, 
find your way home with 
Northrup Remodeling.

©2008 All Rights Reserved. Northrup Remodeling Inc.

Find your way home
612.825.3353 www.northrupremodeling.com

By Bob Gilbert

The house of Ted Davis and Andrea Cas-
selton had been enlarged three times 
before the couple bought the 1947 brick 

rambler eight years ago. Though the Highland 
Park home was large enough to meet their 
needs, the layout was all wrong. Davis, a pub-
lic affairs consultant, had a home office right 
in the middle of the living quarters, and his 
wife and kids were always walking through it 
to get to the bathroom or a bedroom. In ad-
dition, the kitchen was outdated and had a 
white tile floor that was hard to keep clean. 

Last year they decided to rectify the situa-
tion, and after six months of remodeling, they 
have a brand new kitchen with new counter 
tops, cabinets, sink, garbage disposal, dish-
washer, refrigerator, oven and microwave. 
The white tile floor has been replaced with 
hardwood, and the kitchen’s walls were torn 
out and the doors moved so that it opens up 
into the dining and living rooms.

While they were at it, Davis and Casselton 
decided to update the bathroom and rebrick 
the exterior of the attached garage to match 

the house. They then turned the garage into 
Davis’ office. For their cars, the couple built 
a carport in the back yard with a concrete 
driveway to get there. Though the carport is 
not enclosed, it does keep their cars free of 

The time and the 
place to remodel
Highland family goes the distance 
in upgrading home inside and out 

Ted Davis stands in the kitchen of his remodeled Highland Park home (top), which now 
opens into his home office on the left and his dining room at right. Pictured above is the 
same area in the midst of the construction project.  Top photo by Brad StaufferRemodeled rambler c43

Most of the amenities 
the Davis-Casselton 

family are now enjoying 
probably could have 

been more easily 
achieved by moving to a 
newer suburban home. 

However, the couple 
decided it was worth 

the effort to stay in the 
neighborhood.
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A Quarter Century of Helping Homeowners
• Shingle & Flat Roofs
   • Siding & Gutters

                         • Concrete & Stone Work
                                      Free  Estimates, Many References

                                     licensed, bonded & insured

182A Ryan Lane, St. Paul
651-482-0070     

MN Lic. #20320318
www.austadconstruction.com

AUSTAD CONSTRUCTION
Residential & Commercial

Dave

STONE
SU

LLIVAN

WORKS
“For All Your

Stonework Needs”

• Patios • Walks
• Walls • Fireplaces

• Historic
  Restoration

Design Services

30 years experience

Jim Sullivan
651-210-8741

FREE
Consultation

JIM’S
CARPENTRY
Repairs • Remodeling

Reasonable Rates
28 Years Exp. • 651 636-0543

“Love your windows?
Want them more energy efficient?”

Call or visit our web site.
651-338-7163

bordenwindow.com
Over 20 years of experience.

Complete Remodeling Services
Members of the Twin Cities Remodelors’ Council

651-426-1252
www.gpandsonremodeling.com

When your
lifetime

investment
has room for
improvement…
Serving St. Paul & Its 
Suburbs since 1974

BBB
®

MEMBER

GP & Son
Remodeling Co.

MN License # 1088

J&R Cabinet Sales
651/485-5908
www.jandrcabinetsales.com

Amish Custom Cabinets

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

snow and frost in the winter and serves as a 
covered picnic area in the summer.

Most of the amenities the Davis-Casselton 
family are now enjoying probably could have 
been more easily achieved by moving to a 
newer suburban home. However, the couple 
decided it was worth the effort to stay in the 
neighborhood.

“Highland Park is such a great neighbor-
hood,” Davis said. “We didn’t want to give that 
up. Theaters and good restaurants are within 
walking distance, and the public schools our 
sons attend are terrific. You don’t get such a 
close-knit neighborhood like this one in the 
suburbs.”

While the mortgage crisis and the soft hous-
ing market in America have millions wring-
ing their hands, Davis said he had no reser-
vations about investing so much in his home. 
His sons are now 8 and 13 years old, and he 
plans to live in the house for many years to 
come. Casselton’s mother also lives nearby. In 
fact, during the project the family was able to 
move in with her.

“A lot of homeowners don’t take into ac-
count the amount of stress when you improve 
a kitchen or a main bathroom,” said Brad 
Nilles, president of Nilles Builders, which 
served as the general contractor for the proj-
ect. “Those rooms are central to people’s live, 
so that when you lose them, even for a brief 
period, it can really be disruptive.”

Nilles, who has been in business for 30 
years, said the current housing market has 

not hurt his bottom line. Interest rates on a 
home equity loan are so low right now that 
many homeowners are finding it a good time 
to remodel, he said. 

Nilles compared the current economy to 
the one that prevailed in 1978, when he start-
ed his business. However, interest rates then 
were closer to 19 percent, he said.

“People take pride in their homes,” he said. 
“If they can find the money to do so, they’re 
always looking to make their houses better.”

According to the conventional wisdom, 
homeowners can expect to pay about double 
what they had planned to spend on a home 
improvement project because of the unex-
pected challenges that invariably arise. Build-
ers will tear out walls and find that the plumb-
ing, heating or electrical system is not up to 
code and has to be replaced. Nilles said his 
clients typically spend no more than 20 to 30 
percent more than anticipated.

Davis said his own remodeling costs came 
in very close to what he budgeted. The only 
unplanned expense was their decision to up-
date an electrical box. The couple also decided 
to replace some windows in the kitchen and 
bathroom to brighten the home and make it 
more energy-efficient. 

“When these houses were built, energy 
conservation just wasn’t much of an issue,” 
Nilles said. 

Davis and Casselton are pleased with the 
results. “Though we didn’t add any floor 
space, we improved the utility and flow of the 
house,” Davis said. “It’s a much better house to 
live in today.”

42b remodeled rambler

The remodeled facade of the Davis-Casselton home, complete with the new pergola at 
center.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Expo provides 
expert advice 

on living green

The seventh annual Living Green Expo 
will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, May 3-4, 

in the Grandstand Building at the Minne-
sota State Fairgrounds. 

The Expo is a free event that provides in-
formation on products and services to help 
Minnesotans improve the environmental 
and social aspects of their day-to-day living. 
This year’s Expo will feature more than 200 
exhibitors of products, services and infor-
mation, along with more than 60 workshops 
on a variety of topics related to green living. 
Other Expo attractions will include music, 
art, food, demonstrations and activities for 
children.

Free, hour-long workshops will be offered 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on both days. 

This year’s Expo will cover the following 
topics led by nationally recognized keynote 
speakers:

 Saturday, May 3
“Green Government: What is Yours Do-

ing and How Can You Get Involved?” at 
11:00 a.m., presented by Dan Beard, chief 
administrative officer for the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Federal, state and local gov-

ernmental leaders will discuss the initiatives 
and processes of green government and how 
citizens can get involved in the process.

“Stories From the Reservation: What Na-
tive People Can Teach Us” at 12:30 p.m., pre-
sented by educator Kent Nerburn. American 
Indians lived in Minnesota for centuries be-
fore the arrival of other cultures. What they 
learned can help others live more humane, 
respectful and balanced lives.

“A Low Carbon Future: Global Warm-
ing Solutions for Minnesota” at 2:00 p.m., 
presented by J. Drake Hamilton of Fresh 
Energy. The latest science and what can be 
done to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
in Minnesota will be explored. Participants 
will learn about Minnesota’s next steps on 
the path to global climate solutions.

Sunday, May 4
“Sustainability 101: Everything You Al-

ways Wanted to Know” at 11:00 a.m., pre-
sented by Terry Gips, president of the Alli-
ance for Sustainability. Participanmts will 
learn how sustainability can save money and 
time, in addition to improving their health 
and the earth. Several approaches will be de-
scribed, including Natural Step Framework, 
Natural Capitalism and Cradle to Cradle.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
leads the collaborative effort of governmen-
tal, nonprofit and business organizations to 
produce the Living Green Expo. Admission 
is free. For information, visit www.Living 
Green.org.
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Celebrating
Our 26th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
1272 GRAND AVENUE (ACROSS FROM KOWALSKI’S)

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 A.M. –5 P.M.

30% off
Free Consultation • Free Installation

Come See Us at the Fair

651.204.6526

Gregies
Small Engine Repair & Welding

472 South Griggs
*Last Repair Shop in Highland

       651-690-0615
                                      Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-5:30, Fri. 8:00-5:00, Sat. 9:00-1:00

RANDOLPH

472 S. GRIGGS472 S. GRIGGS
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Still Here!  Sunrise
Design ~ Build ~ Remodel

� inking of remodeling?
Finding it hard to come up with the right ideas, at the right price?

You owe it to yourself to call us.
We know how to work with you to give you a superior product.

Let us demonstrate how our dra� ing program allows you to
view every feature of your home. See it before it is built!

Dan Jozefow  651-303-9000    Mark Leigh  651-303-7753
Exceptional Design — Fine Cra� smanship — Personal Service — Lasting Value

MN License #8964    www.SunriseDesignBuild.com

By Dave Page

Sherry and Don Ladig first opened their 
residence for the Minneapolis & St. Paul 
Home Tour in 1995, just a year after they 

had purchased it. They had accomplished a 
lot in that time, including stripping the paint 
from all the interior woodwork of their 1908 
home at 1793 Ashland Ave. However, most of 
the upgrades—a new roof, furnace and insula-
tion—were not visible from the street. In fact, 
during the tour Sherry posted a sign out front 
that read, “It looks a lot better on the inside.”

“We probably shouldn’t have put the house 
on the tour in 1995,” Sherry said. “We realize 
now that people probably want to see some 
structural changes, such as a new kitchen or 
bath. We didn’t have anything like that.”

To mark their home’s centennial, the Ladigs 
have signed up again for the 21st annual tour, 
which will feature 50 residences that will be 
open to the public on Saturday and Sunday, 
April 26-27. This time, the Ladigs will be 
showing off a new front porch, a downstairs 
half-bath, a remodeled kitchen and a rear ad-
dition. As the owners of the tour’s Historic 
Preservation Alliance house, they want to 
show their guests what can be done with sal-
vaged and reused materials.

Tour-goers will immediately be drawn to 
the front porch. When the Ladigs purchased 
the house, the porch had jalousie windows 
along the entire front. Wanting to recapture 
the more open feel of the original porch, the 
couple tore out the windows. Don, a profes-
sional garden designer, created his own porch 
details, including trefoil designs as an homage 
to the Ladigs’ Irish heritage.

The couple also removed the home’s con-
crete siding to reveal the original redwood 
underneath, which was in almost pristine 
condition. “It had been painted at most twice,” 
Don said, “so it was easy for the painters to 
sand it back.”

One thing visitors will notice as they make 
their way to the new addition in back is the 
stained-glass window in the dining room. 
Three days before the Ladigs were going to 
host a wedding reception for their niece, Don 
was taking the wood stoppers out of the win-
dow to sand them when he took a break to 
watch This Old House and get a bite to eat.

“The show was about restoring stained-glass 
windows,” Don said. “I was sitting there when 
a freak wind blew out the window. It smashed 
into a hundred pieces on the radiator.”

The old window was replaced and the bro-
ken pieces of glass were used to create a new 

window that was installed on the east side of 
their new addition. “We wanted something 
from the old house in the new part,” Sherry 
said.

Another thing to notice are the doors on 
the buffet. Don found them in the rafters of 
the garage. “They were the only part of the 
buffet that hadn’t been painted,” Sherry said.

The new back den was designed by Don 
and contractor Ed Sheridan. A large window 
was added to provide a view of the backyard 
and bring in northern light. “We wanted to 
give the room the kind of scale we saw in sit-
ting rooms in Ireland,” Don said. “Nothing 
big, just comfortable.”

“Many of those rooms were painted a glossy 
yellow, because the country has so many 
dreary days,” Sherry said. “We wanted to try 
to capture that as well.”

They also installed a new gas fireplace with 
a surround that they purchased at Guilded 
Salvage. 

The half-bath off the den features a marble 
sink that was being given away on the street. 
The base is an old sewing machine cabinet. 
“They’re going to have to take me out of this 
home feet first,” Sherry said, “so we added a 
stool with a hand rail and raised the sink so we 
don’t have to bend over to wash our hands.”

The sliding doors in the addition are also 
salvaged, some from jobs Don has taken on as 
a handyman and some from salvage shops the 
couple haunt. “Dorothy at Northwest Salvage 
is great,” Sherry said, “and her son John does a 
terrific job restoring light fixtures.”

Before the tour, the Ladigs hope to install 
room-divider columns to replace those that 
were taken out in the 1950s. They also plan 
to put in custom-made trim around the new 
back window and a granite countertop in the 
kitchen. The cabinet doors in the kitchen were 
saved from the trash collector. 

“We’ve lived in Merriam Park for 22 years,” 
Sherry said. “We love it here and we don’t plan 
to move. When we’re finished restoring this 
house, we’re going to have a big garage sale of 
all the things we’ve found, bought or salvaged 
so those items can find a new use as well.”

Other homes on this year’s tour include:

St. Paul
1618 Juliet Ave.—This house features solar 

heating, a second-story addition, a new front 
entry and office, and a play room made out 
of a spare bedroom. The former family room 
addition is now a dining room and the base-

Don and Sherry Ladig enjoy the recently built Irish sitting room in the back of their 100-year-old Mer-
riam Park home, one of 50 to be featured on the April 26-27 tour. Photos by Brad Stauffer

home tour c45

Celebration 
of city living
Local residents put out welcome 
mat for Mpls. & St. Paul Home Tour

The rear 
addition 

seamlessly 
blends in 
with the 

rest of the 
Ladigs’ 
home.
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Pella® Windows…
The best double-hung 
replacement windows 

on the market!
Buy 6 or more Pella® Windows
at the same time and receive a 

$70 per window rebate
         Good thru April 25, 2008

MN License # 20215516

Home Customizers, Inc.
(651) 690-5964

Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10am to 5pm, Sat 10am to 4pm

1399 St. Clair

ment staircase was reversed to open to the liv-
ing room. Many green products and finishes 
were used in the remodeling.

2146 Juliet Ave.—Designed and built by an 
architect for his family of four, this house was 
radically transformed to create a spacious, 
modern house out of a cramped 1926 bunga-
low. The main-level living spaces were moved 
upstairs into a new light-filled loft, and the 
original living and dining rooms were turned 
into a master bedroom suite.

525 Mount Curve Blvd.—This house fea-
tures a new family room with laundry area, 
powder room and foyer. The upstairs master 
suite was remodeled, and in-floor heat, en-
ergy-efficient windows and elegant built-ins 
were added throughout.

1806 Saunders Ave.—This 1948 rambler 
received a spa–inspired bathroom remodel-
ing, a vaulted addition near the back door and 
new landscaping.

1324 Bohland Place—The owners of this 
remodeled 1954 Ranch home enjoy light-
filled rooms, an open floor plan and new 
landscaping, including a pond and pergola.

95 Mackubin St.—This updated historic 

Victorian home features geothermal heating 
and cooling, new insulation and windows, 
energy-efficient appliances and lighting, re-
cycled floors and reused lumber.

Minneapolis
3204 43rd Ave. S.—The owner of this 1922 

stucco bungalow remodeled the kitchen, 
main floor and lower-level bath and installed 
an Arts and Crafts fence. 

3641 47th Ave. S.—Green remodeling fea-
tures were used in adding a basement office 
to this 11/2-story home, finishing the upper 
level with two bedrooms and a bath, building 
three small dormers, adding onto the kitchen,  
building a two-car garage and installing new 
siding.

***
The free, self-guided tour will include 35 

homes in Minneapolis and 15 in St. Paul. The 
homes will be open for viewing from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 26, and from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, April 27.

Home tour guides are available at all Twin 
Cities libraries and may also be picked up at 
any of the homes during the tour. For more 
information, call 612-673-5140 or visit www.
MSPHomeTour.com.

Joe and Joan McLeod enjoy their updated kitchen on Bohland Place. Photo by Scott Amundson

44b home tour

Michael Roehr and Elisa Bernick, with children Cleome and Asher, spend time in their 
spacious and very modern home on Juliet Avenue. Photo by Scott Amundson
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Architectural
Millwork

enduring Design

Neighborhood
Friendly

PaintingContractor
established 1992

Schnitzer

2 Time

HenrySchnitzer.com
651-224-4525

2 Time
Historic Award Winner

Interior • Exterior

Pates Roofi ng

BBB
®

• Standard     • Timberline
        (3-tab shingle)                  (Architectural shingle)

The Finest in Residential Roofi ng

651-690-3956
Serving the Community for 25 Years

•Licensed •Bonded •Insured
STATE LIC.#20155317

When walking through the cleaning 
product aisle of a grocery or dis-
count store, most people are just 

looking for products that will keep their home 
clean—but have they thought about products 
that also can help keep their home “green”? 

Until recently, exposure to harmful chemi-
cals has been largely overlooked as a source 
of indoor air pollution. However, studies have 
shown that chemicals in indoor air may ex-
ceed the standards set by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. You can help avoid 
such levels in your home by buying and us-

ing products that are free of toxic chemicals 
whenever possible.

Reducing toxic chemicals inside your house 
can be as simple as looking for a few key words 
or ingredients. Look for products that appear 
to disclose all ingredients and avoid ones that 
contain petroleum, phosphates, phthalates, tri-
closan and benzalkonium chloride. The words 
“caution,” “warning” and “danger” indicate that 
the product’s ingredients can be harmful. 

There are wide varieties of alternatives as  
the market for nontoxic household products 
grows in response to consumer demand. 
Greener alternatives are prepared with plant-
based materials such as oils made from citrus, 
seed, vegetable or pine. These products are 
biodegradable, generally less toxic and are 

made from renewable resources. 
Another alternative is to make your own 

solutions using common, single-ingredient 
household materials, such as baking soda, 
vinegar or plant-based soaps and detergents. 

Madalyn Cioci, source and toxicity reduc-
tion specialist with the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, has cleaned with nothing 
but water, baking soda, vinegar and a dab of 
a citrus-based spot remover for years. “I use 
non-chlorine, phosphorus-free dishwashing 
cleaner and have been refilling the same laun-
dry bottle with laundry soap for at least two 
years,” she said. “Not a single box or bottle has 
come out of my laundry room in that time.”

Basic soap and water has been shown to 
keep surfaces as free of bacteria as antibac-

terial soaps. Baking soda works well to clean 
sinks, tubs and toilets. Vegetable oil with a 
little lemon juice works wonders on wooden 
furniture. Use vinegar and water in a pump 
spray bottle for cleaning mirrors and shining 
chrome.

Simple changes in our everyday routines, 
including how we choose the products we buy 
and the way we clean our houses, can reduce 
our long-term exposure to low levels of po-
tentially harmful substances.  

For more information on reducing house-
hold toxins, additional recipes for making 
your own non-toxic household cleaners and 
other ways to reduce household waste in gen-
eral, visit www.reduce.org or www.pca.state.
mn.us/waste/hhw/.

Take steps so spring cleaning doesn’t dirty the environment
MPCA offers alternatives to 
hazardous cleaning products

By the Minnesota Nursery and  
Landscape Association

If you have ever escaped from the blazingly 
hot sun to a shady spot beneath a tree, you 
know how these natural air conditioners 

can make you feel more comfortable. In fact, 
trees in a parking lot can reduce air tempera-
tures by up to 25 degrees compared to nearby 
blacktop. 

But beyond comfort, planting trees around 
your home is a great way to lower summer 
energy bills, beautify your yard and increase 
your home’s value. According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, adding three trees in 
the proper spots west, north and east of your 
house can save the average household up to 
$250 a year. Add a full landscape of trees and 
shrubs, and you can cut your utility bills 25 
percent to 50 percent. Trees cool the house in 
the summer and protect from harsh winds in 
the winter, and their photosynthesis releases 
beneficial water vapor into the air. 

Before designing an energy-efficient land-
scape, the Solar Energy Research and Educa-
tion Foundation says you need to appreciate 
your home’s orientation to the sun as well as 
the intensity and the prevailing direction of 
the wind around your property. The founda-
tion recommends planting trees and shrubs 
that shade as much roof, wall and window 
area as possible on the east and west sides of 
your home. Deciduous trees, which lose their 
leaves in the autumn, offer the double benefit 
of allowing warm sunlight into your home in 
the colder months. 

When picking out shade trees, the Califor-

nia Energy Commission (CEC) suggests se-
lecting those with the height, growth rate and 
shape that will provide the shade you need. 
A less dense tree that shades a larger area is 
better than a more dense tree with a smaller 
shade area. 

In addition to planting large shade trees, 
the CEC also advises planting smaller trees 
and shrubs a few feet from your home to di-
rect cooling summer breezes indoors. Plant-
ing shrubbery next to your foundation re-
duces both soil and wall temperatures. Since 
gravel and paved areas store and reflect heat, 
place shrubs and grass around your patio and 
driveway to offset the hotspots. 

But trees do not just make a difference in 
the summer. To cut winter energy costs, the 
most common approach is to plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs on the north and northwest 
sides of your property. These wind barriers 
can dramatically channel winds away from 
your house and cut the cold. In addition, 
shrubs, bushes and vines planted next to a 
house can help insulate the home in the win-
ter and summer.  

Beyond energy savings and beauty, hom-
eowners who take care of their trees and keep 
manicured yards find the value of their prop-
erties increase. A research study at Clemson 
University lists maintaining landscaping as 

a cost-efficient way to increase the value of 
a home. In a comparison of house prices to 
house characteristics, location and landscape 
quality, the study showed homeowners who 
that received an “excellent” landscaping rat-
ing from a local landscaping professional 
could expect to sell at a price 6 to 7 percent 
higher than equivalent houses with a “good” 
landscaping rating. Improving landscaping 
from “average” to “good” resulted in a home 
premium about 5 percent. 

Homeowners who are looking for someone 
to assess their landscaping and make recom-
mendations for energy savings should consult 
a professional arborist. When you meet with 
the arborist: 

• Ask to see current certificates of liability 
and workers’ compensation insurance, if ap-
plicable. Ask for references and check on the 
quality of their work. Do not be rushed by a 
bargain, do not pay in advance and do get an-
other estimate or opinion of the needed work. 
Get estimates in writing. Agree to a written 
work order. Insist on a signed contract as to 
cost, dates when work is to be performed, and 
exactly what is to be done. Ask about ANSI 
Standards. A professional arborist will be 
aware of the current safety, pruning, fertiliz-
ing and cabling standards.

• Insist that climbing spikes are used only 
if the tree is to be cut down, as spikes damage 
the tree. 

To locate a tree care professional in this 
area, visit www.GardenMinnesota.com and 
click on “Locate an Expert.” More informa-
tion about tree care is also available online at 
www.treecareindustry.org.

Be a friend, plant a tree

Friends of the Parks and Trails is hold-
ing its annual tree sale. Trees and 
shrubs may be purchased to plant in 

private yards or in area parks of the donor’s 
choice. 

Big trees include sugar maple, northern 
red oak, river birch and Black Hills spruce. 
Small trees include honeycrisp apple, Japa-
nese tree lilac and royal beauty crab. Shrubs 
include regent serviceberry, Chippewa and 
northern blue blueberry, wonderblue li-
lac, blue muffin viburnum, Ames Kalm St. 
Johnswort and Champlin shrub rose. Prices 
range from $15-$45. 

Prepaid orders will be taken until April 
18. Trees will be available for pickup from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 3, at the 
Highland Park Pavilion. Donated trees will 

be picked up by park personnel. 
Visit www.friendsoftheparks.org or call 

Peggy Lynch at 651-698-4543.

Made in the shade: Trees are nature’s air conditioners

The sugar maple’s fall foliage.
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3233 East 40th St.
612729-2358
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00

Just across the 
Ford Bridge in Mpls.

FIX-UP TIME
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

• ROOFING • PANELING
• INSULATION • GARAGES
• DECKS • CEMENT
• FENCING    PRODUCTS
• ROOM • MOULDINGS
   REMODELING • SHELVING
• HOME • COMBINATION
  ADDITIONS    DOORS

WE HAVE THE BUILDING
MATERIALS FOR YOUR REPAIR

AND REMODELING NEEDS.
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SATURDAY 8:00 - Noon

MENTION THIS AD FOR
$75.00 off /100 ft. installation
FREE Cleaning and Gutter Repair

We’re so confident in this
product that we offer you...

SENIORS

DISCOUNT
FREE

ESTIMATES9 Month Money
Back Guarantee

20 Year No Clog
Guarantee

Call Dan Corley today! 651-291-1985
www.dcgutterfilter.com

STOP
CLEANING

your
GUTTERS!

rrs TM

Protection So Advanced, It’s Simple.

 MERRIAM PARK PAINTING
  Call Ed at 651-224-3660 or Norm at 651-208-7294   

Ed        Norm

Immediate
Availability Interior & 

Exterior Painting
Specialists

                 25 Years in Business
        Certified Lead Removal Firm
        Carpentry & Wood Repairs

    www.mppainting.com
            Licensed, Bonded & Insured

• Free Estimates •

INC

SPRING CLEANUPS
                        • Weekly Mowing Contracts
                                         • Fertilizing
                                      • Landscaping

                                 Gallagher Property
                            Maintenance, Inc.

                               “EXPECT THE BEST”

                                           651-690-471017 years experience

SPRING
                        • Weekly
                                         • 
                                      • 

                                 

FREE
Spring Clean-up

with seasonal
contract

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

Design/Build Remodelers
Additions  ~  Restorations

Baths  ~  Kitchens

Remodeling finer homes
for over 20 years

612/729-7608                651/698-5618
License #4593

May is National Home Improve-
ment Month, and with the 
approach of warmer weather 

in a softer economy, the National As-
sociation of the Remodeling Industry 
(NARI) is reminding homeowners to be 
especially wary of unscrupulous people 
posing as remodelers.

One common problem that exploited 
homeowners have run into is having to 
pay both the contractor and his or her 
subcontractors. (The homeowner’s fi-
nancial obligation should only be to the 
contractor.)

Some dishonorable contractors have 
been known to collect large, up-front 
payments. When the work has been 
completed, it turns out that instead of 
paying the subcontractors, the dishonest 
business owner instead has purchased 
property with the prepayment. This pre-
dictably leaves subcontractors without 
paychecks and forces them to put me-
chanic’s liens on the customer’s property 
to secure payment.

The subcontractors may secure pay-
ment for their work from the customer, 
but that means the homeowner has paid 
almost twice for the remodeling project. 
Since subcontractors have 90 days to 
file mechanics’ liens, it could take that 
long for homeowners to realize they 
have been defrauded. Residents should 
note that these types of liens will pay the 
subcontractors before the homeowners 
when and if they ever sell their proper-
ties.

To avoid these circumstances and en-
sure that you only pay the cost of a proj-
ect once, the NARI suggests you take the 
following steps:

• Be sure you hire an experienced 
remodeler and not a fly-by-nighter  
waiting for the building industry to pick 

up again.
• Contact state or local licensing agen-

cies to ensure a contractor meets all  
requirements.

• Check with your local NARI chap-
ter, the government Consumer Affairs 
Office or the Better Business Bureau to 
ensure the absence of any adverse files 
on record for the contractor.

• Ask to see a copy of the contractor’s 
certification of insurance or for the 
name of his or her insurance agency to 
verify coverage. Most states require a 
contractor to carry worker’s compen-
sation, property damage and personal  
liability insurance.

• Verify that the contractor’s insurance 
coverage meets the minimum require-
ments. If homeowners request estimates 
from several different contractors, they 
should confirm that they are bidding on 
the same scope and quality of work. Dis-
cuss any variations in bids and beware 
of any bid that is much lower than the 
others.

• Draw up a contract before a remod-
eler begins work that includes the con-
tractor’s name, address, and phone and 
license numbers. The contract should 
also include details about what the con-
tractor will and will not do. The agree-
ment should offer a detailed list of ma-
terials for the project, with information 
such as size, color, model, brand name 
and product. The contract should in-
clude approximate start and completion 
dates.

• Study the design plans carefully. 
Before any work begins, homeowners 
should insist that they approve the plans 
and that the contractor identify the de-
sign plans in the written contract. Fed-
eral law requires a contractor to provide 
a homeowner with written notice of the 

resident’s right to cancel a contract with-
out penalty within three business days 
of signing it, provided it was solicited at 
some place other than the contractor’s 
place of business or appropriate trade 
premises.

• Verify that you share an understand-
ing of financial terms with the contrac-
tor and that the contract explicitly states 
them. The total price, payment schedule 
and any cancellation penalty should be 
clear. The contract should include a war-
ranty covering materials and workman-
ship for a minimum of one year, and 
identify the warranty as either “full” or 
“limited.” The contract must identify the 
name and address of the party that will 
honor the warranty, namely the contrac-
tor, the distributor or the manufacturer. 
Homeowners should make sure the 
document specifies the time period for 
the warranty.

• Be sure to check for a binding arbi-
tration clause in the event of a disagree-
ment. Arbitration may enable the home-
owner to resolve disputes without costly 
litigation.

• Review the contract and confirm that 
you understand it before signing. Con-
sider the scope of the project and verify 
that the contract includes all requested 
items. If the agreement lacks any men-
tion of a specific, discussed item, consid-
er it excluded. Never sign an incomplete 
contract, and always keep a copy of the 
final document for future review.

The members of NARI voluntarily 
subscribe to a strict code of ethics. For 
more information, call the NARI hotline 
at 1-800-611-NARI and request a free 
copy of the brochure, “How to Select a 
Remodeling Professional,” or visit www.
RemodelToday.com and click on the 
homeowner’s guide.

Warm weather can bring out con artists 
Tips for homeowners to avoid home improvement scams

Ramsey County’s seven compost 
sites are now open for the sea-
son. Leaves, grass clippings and 

other soft-bodied plant material may be 
dropped off at the sites from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Sunday, and 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The 

sites will be closed on Memorial Day, 
Independence Day and Labor Day. 

The Summit Hill compost site is lo-
cated at 848 Pleasant Ave., just below 
the St. Clair Avenue hill. The Midway 
compost site is located at 2013 Pierce 
Butler Route.

Proof of residency in Ramsey Coun-

ty is required to drop off items at either  
compost site. County residents also 
may pick up compost and wood-chip 
mulch free of charge, when available.

For more information, call the 
24-hour county compost hotline at  
651-266-1155. To speak to a warm 
body, call 651-633-3279.

Ramsey County sets compost site hours for 2008



MACALESTER GROVELAND & HIGHLAND PARK

16�  ANNUAL HOME
IMPROVEMENT 

FAIR
SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 2008

10 AM – 3 PM
CRETIN DERHAM HALL

550 S ALBERT ST

REMODEL ING

• Energy Improvements 
For Older Windows 

• Home Improvement 
Financing Options 101

• Creating a Family 
Friendly Kitchen

• Understanding the 
Minnesota GreenStar 
Program

• Designing Your 
Remodeling Project from 
an Architect’s POV

• Solar Options

• Rain Barrels 101*
(* Must pre-register at

www.verdestrategies.com)

• Updating Your Kitchen 
Without Breaking the 
Bank

• Green Living Lifestyles– 
Your Remodeling Project

• Be a “Green” Gardener

• Practical Solutions for 
Green Remodeling

• How to Lower Your 
Energy Bill & Be More 
Comfortable Year Round

• How to Choose a 
Contractor: 25 Factors

• Low Input & Organic 
Lawn Care

• Window Replacement 
Options

75 EXHIBITORS
15 WORKSHOPS

SPONSORS
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