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Council approves
Ryan’s changes
to Ford site plan

Supporters hail changes
for helping preserve the
livability of Highland area

BY JANE MCCLURE

yan Companies plans to construct an
Rzntirely new neighborhood on the site
f Ford Motor Company’s former as-
sembly plant in Highland Park took a big leap
forward with the St. Paul City Councils ap-
proval of a series of amendments to the mas-
ter plan for the site. The City Council voted
6-1 on April 10 to approve Ryans requests
to allow more off-street parking, reconfigure
some streets, and allow for the building of
up to 35 single-family homes on Mississippi
River Boulevard.

The single-family homes are just a tiny
fraction of the roughly 3,800 new dwellings
planned for the 122-acre Ford site. The plans
also include a mix of apartment buildings up
to six stories in height, condominiums, row-
houses and senior housing. Twenty percent
of the housing, or about 750 units, will be
affordable to people making between 30 and
60 percent of the Twin Cities region’s median
income. The plans also include more than 50
acres of parks and other open spaces.

The next step in the process is a review of
the building design standards for the develop-
ment. That review will take place from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 23, at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. A task
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during MN United’s home opener at Allianz Field on April 13. pHoto sy BrAD STAUFFER

Stadium traffic plan passes first test

MN United’s home opener
posed few problems, but
locals are pursuing permits
for resident-only parking

BY JANE MCCLURE

innesota Uniteds first Major League
MSoccer game in its new home at
Allianz Field ended in an inconclu-
sive tie on April 13. Residents of the neigh-
borhoods surrounding the stadium were also
feeling somewhat ambivalent about the game-

day experience. While there was heavy vehicle
traffic at times and some spillover parking on

residential streets, the general feeling seemed to
be more favorable than unfavorable.

Volunteers from the Union Park District
Council (UPDC) Transportation Committee
monitored traffic and parking congestion with-
in five blocks of the stadium on April 13 and
will do the same at Allianz Field’s first evening
soccer game on April 24. They noted soccer
fans parking on residential streets as far south
as Selby Avenue and as far north as Thomas Av-
enue on April 13. However, the fans appeared to
obey the “no event parking” signs in the com-
mercial parking lots in the area.

Traffic backed up at times on the 1-94 ramps
and on Snelling Avenue north and south of the

SOCCER STADIUM TRAFFIC »5

St. Paul takes closer look at assessments for street work

Summit Hill residents join
those protesting high bills

By JANE McCLURE

ajor changes in how and what St. Paul
Mcharges for mill and overlay street re-

pair work have prompted protests
from property owners and a demand for further
scrutiny by the City Council. A decision on as-
sessments for some street projects, including one
in the Summit Hill neighborhood, has been laid
over until May 8. Council members said they
want to look more closely at the work and what

it is costing abutting property owners.

The layover followed a heated public hearing
on April 3, when more than a dozen residents
appeared at City Hall to protest assessments for
mill and overlay work as well as seal coating. The
council on April 10 approved assessments for
projects on Third Street and Western, Franklin,
Prior and Wilson avenues. Assessments for work
done on Victoria and Forest streets and Stryker
and Arlington avenues were laid over.

That disappointed some of those in atten-
dance who wanted all of the 2018 assessments
postponed so the costs could be considered
together. Some of the bills for mill and overlay
projects ranged from $1,200-$8,000.

ADMISSIONS SHOWCASE
‘- WE ARE

SAINT THOMAS ACADEMY
- MIDDLE SCHOOL -

APRIL 30

Register today at
cadets.com/showcase

Mill and overlay projects involve grinding
off the top of the street surface and replacing it
with new asphalt. Seal coating involves spraying
liquid asphalt onto a street and then covering it
with gravel.

A city policy change that became effective
for street projects in 2018 greatly increased the
amount that property owners are charged for
that work. The city also is no longer notifying
property owners of the cost in advance. Instead,
they receive a postcard stating that the project
is coming up and directing them to check a city
website for the rates.
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The Pitch’s six stories OK'd for N. Snelling

Mixed-use apartment
building gets permit
for 2 drive-thru lanes

BY JANE McCLURE

ellington Management's plan
for a mixed-use development
at 427 N. Snelling Ave. is on

track for a fall groundbreaking. The St.
Paul Planning Commission on April
19 approved a conditional use permit
for the project for additional height, a
variance for additional density and a
nonconforming use permit to accom-
modate two drive-through lanes.

Wellington's six-story project, dubbed
the Pitch in reference to the Allianz Field
soccer stadium directly across Snelling,
was one of two mixed-use developments
approved by the Planning Commission
that day. Raymond Station, an 83-foot-
high apartment building with first-floor
retail at 2250-2264 University Ave., was
granted a conditional use permit for ad-
ditional height.

The two projects reflect a growing
trend for mixed-use, market-rate hous-
ing on and near University Avenue. A
third project, Scannell Properties’ six-
story mixed-use building just north of
the Pitch, will be reviewed by the Plan-
ning Commissions Zoning Committee
on April 25 for a conditional use permit
and variance to allow additional height
and density.

The Pitch will be built on the current
site of Bremer Bank, which will relocate
while its new office is built. The Pitch
will include 13,000 square feet of com-
mercial space for the bank and possibly
a Walgreens pharmacy. Wellington had

Wellington Management expects to break ground this fall on the Pitch, a 152-
unit apartment building with ground floor retail at 427 N. Snelling Ave.

hoped to include in the project land
owned by the Minnesota Department
of Transportation just south of the bank
property, but balked at the price. How-
ever, that land could be incorporated
into the Pitch later.

The Pitch will have two levels of un-
derground parking. Its 152 apartments
will be a mix of micro, studio and one-
and two-bedroom units. The rents,
which have not been announced, will
be market-rate, according to Wellington
project manager Casey Dzieweczynski,
to address the demand for apartments
that are midway between luxury and af-
fordable housing.

The development will be privately
funded. It lies within a federally des-
ignated Opportunity Zone that offers
capital gains tax incentives to private
investors. The property is zoned for Tra-
ditional Neighborhoods 3 (TN3), which
allows a height of up to 55 feet, or 90 feet
with a conditional use permit.

The Pitch will be 75 feet tall with a

floor area ratio of 3.97, up from the 3.0
allowed under TN3 zoning. Floor area
ratio is the measurement of a building’s
floor area in relation to its lot size.

The Planning Commissions Zoning
Committee debated the merits of the
two drive-through lanes. Bremer Bank
has two drive-through lanes current-
ly, but committee members were still
concerned about pedestrian safety on
Snelling. Motorists will enter the drive-
throughs and the building’s parking
ramp off of Shields Avenue, but they will
exit onto southbound Snelling.

Wellington Management represen-
tatives have discussed the project with
neighbors and members of the adjacent
Central Baptist Church. Central Bap-
tist, whose congregants have used the
Bremer Bank parking lot on Sundays, is
working with Wellington to move or tear
down two Roy Street houses to make
room for a new church parking lot. The
northern end of the alley between Roy
Street and Snelling will be vacated.

Plans revealed for vacant Lex-Ham parcel

Six-story mixed-use
building eyed near
Lexington-University

BY JANE MCCLURE

epresentatives of Minneapolis-
Ri)ased developer Alatus and about
dozen neighbors met with the
Union Park District Council’s Land Use
Committee on April 15 to discuss the
construction of a mixed-use building on
a long-vacant parcel at 411-417 N. Lex-
ington Pkwy. No timeline for the devel-
opment has been set.

The 2.05-acre site is in the Lexington-
Hamline neighborhood, and borders
the Frogtown, Hamline-Midway and
Summit-University neighborhoods. It
lies just south of TCF Bank and White
Castle and is owned by the Wilder
Foundation, whose headquarters is
located just to the northwest. A new
building would complete the southeast
corner of the site, which was originally
the home of the St. Paul Saints minor
league baseball team before the stadium
was torn down in the 1950s to make way
for a strip mall.

That property has been redevel-
oped over the past decade with an Aldi
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supermarket, TCF Bank, Wilder Center
and Episcopal Homes’ senior living fa-
cility called Carty Heights. An original
retaining wall for the old ballpark is still
in place.

Alatus is considering constructing a
six-story building, with first-floor com-
mercial space and apartments above.
About 250 housing units and an unde-
termined amount of structured parking
spaces are planned.

ESG Architects is working with Ala-
tus on the plans. The property is zoned
for Traditional Neighborhoods 4, which
allows buildings of up to 75 feet tall.

The site is one block south of the light-
rail Green Line and close to several bus
routes, which should make it attractive
for people who use public transit, said
Chris Osmundson, Alatus’ director of
development.

About a dozen neighbors attended
the committee meeting, as did a rep-
resentative of the Aurora-St. Anthony
Neighborhood Development Corpora-
tion. The nonprofit organization has
expressed interest in buying the parcel
for lower-density affordable housing, a
hotel and an ice skating rink.

Committee member Tania New en-
couraged Alatus officials to do exten-
sive outreach to neighbors in planning
the project. “This is an area people feel

ownership of outside of Union Park)
she said.

Neighbors said they were unaware
of the proposal until a few days before
the meeting. “T feel totally behind,” said
Louverne Williams, who lives east of the
site. “We already have a great deal of car
traftic”

The Alatus project could undermine
city plans to extend Fuller Avenue
through the site as a bicycle and pedes-
trian connection to the new Midway
Peace Park on Griggs Street. Osmund-
son said other ways to extend bike and
pedestrian access in the area are being
considered.

The property has been vacant for
more than two decades. While it has also
drawn interest from other developers,
this is the first time in almost three years
that any plan has come forward.

The site was recently placed in a fed-
erally designated Opportunity Zone,
which Osmundson cited as an incentive
for redevelopment. Opportunity Zones
were designated to revitalize economi-
cally distressed areas using private rath-
er than taxpayer dollars. Investors can
benefit from capital gains tax incentives
available exclusively through that pro-
gram. The city just launched an inter-
active guide on the zones at stpaul.gov/
opportunityzones.
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City Council approves $3.5 million resurfacing of Ayd Mill

Vote calls into question
future design of roadway

By JANE MCCLURE

$3.5 million mill and overlay project
Aon Ayd Mill Road is moving forward,
but not without controversy. The St.
Paul City Council voted 5-2 on April 17 to ap-
prove bonding for the project as part of the
$12.5 million St. Paul Streets Program for
2019. City Council members Mitra Jalali Nel-
son and Jane Prince voted against the bond-
ing for Ayd Mill Road. According to them,
the city ought to consider long-range plans for
Ayd Mill Road before spending that amount
on a mill and overlay project.
The split vote recalled the decades-long
debate over Ayd Mill Road, a city street that
was constructed in the 1960s as a future con-

nection between I-35E and I-94. The 1.5-mile
roadway has roiled local neighborhoods since
the 1980s when two city task forces were
formed to study options for rebuilding or
even removing the street. Those options were
cast aside when then-Mayor Randy Kelly or-
dered the south end of the street connected to
I-35E in 2002, primarily to reduce traffic con-
gestion on Lexington Parkway. The north end
still begins and ends at Selby Avenue.

Nelson said that while she does not disagree
with the need to fix the pothole-ridden Ayd
Mill Road, the city should hold off on more
extensive work in favor of a citizen engage-
ment process on Ayd Mill Road’s future.

Prince agreed. When Mayor Kelly made
the decision to connect Ayd Mill Road at
the south end and repave it, “there was no
thoughtful plan as to how Ayd Mill Road
would function,” she said.

The city is looking at four options for re-

configuring Ayd Mill Road and adding new
accommodations for bicyclists and pedes-
trians, according to Kathy Lantry, director
of the St. Paul Department of Public Works.
Those options will be revealed in the next few
months, she said.

Mill and overlay improvements typically
last about 10 years. Other City Council mem-
bers said the project needs to move forward,
whether or not the city studies a future rede-
sign of the roadway.

“You can go on GPS at home and actually
see the potholes,” said Ward 1 City Council
member Dai Thao. “I think it’s important that
we get this work done”

Not making the repairs could force Ayd
Mill Road’s 24,000 vehicles per day elsewhere,
said Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tol-
bert. “We need to be very careful when we
talk about shutting down Ayd Mill Road,” he
said, recalling the years before the south-end

connection when Lexington Parkway was
bumper-to-bumper during rush hour be-
tween [-35E’s ramps at Randolph Avenue and
Ayd Mill's ramps at Jefferson Avenue. “Those
cars will just find another route. Those cars
will be in our neighborhoods”

The mill and overlay of Ayd Mill Road
was originally scheduled for 2021, but it was
moved up when a large street reconstruc-
tion project in Macalester-Groveland was
postponed due to local residents’ opposition
to getting sidewalks where none now exist.
That project was to be the second phase of the
Woodlawn-Jefferson street reconstruction
project.

The city has been spending about $240,000
per year fixing Ayd Mill Road’s potholes, an
amount Lantry called “extremely high” Last
year alone, city crews spent about 1,800 work
hours patching Ayd Mill Road, she added.

1<« STREET WORK ASSESSMENTS

The cost of the work on Victoria Street be-
tween Summit and St. Clair avenues came to
$366,705, with $99,723 assessed to 33 abutting
properties. Property owners were assessed
$44.37 per foot and the city covered the rest.

Public Works Department director Kathy
Lantry said that mill and overlay costs depend
on several factors, including the width of the
street, the depth of the new pavement and the
number of street corners needing to be recon-
structed. Seal coating is done on residential
streets every eight years. Arterial streets re-
ceive mill and overlay work every 10 years.
Assessments can be repaid over a decade.

Several Victoria Street property owners
argued that mill and overlay costs should be
shared by all those who use the street, not just

Edina Realty.
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Start at 132 Nina Street §
and we'll have a list of the |88
other homes open as well. |

adjacent property owners. “Victoria gets a lot
of wear and tear. It carries more than 3,000
motor vehicles per day,” said Michael Bren-
nan, who is facing an assessment of more than
$4,800.

Tina Anderson-Taghioff, whose bill is also
more than $4,800, complained about the cost
and the lack of notice and any means to object
to the project. She presented the council with
59 written complaints from property owners
around the city, noting that some of them are
being charged as much as $58 a foot for mill
and overlay work on their streets.

“We're not responsible for 50 percent of the
traffic stated her husband, Simon Taghioff.
“We all should share the costs of thorough-
fares we benefit from” The couple has created
a website to protest the assessment costs at
victoriastreetassessment.com.

edinarealty.com
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PRIME - CROCUS HILL!

. | 631 Goodrich: Splendid Vic-
torian, beautifully updated front
porch, elegant, spacious rooms,
gourmet kitchen, main floor family
room/mud room, C/A, 4 bath, 2nd
floor laundry. 3 car garage.

MaryHardy 612751-0729  $849,900

URBAN RETREAT!
621 Montcalm Pl: 4+ BR, 3 BA
on 1/3 acre lot one of Highland
Park’s best streets. Built by archi-
tects Cone & Peterson in 1956,
vaulted ceilings, double stair-
case, 4,000+ sq. ft.

Nicole Lettner 651 331-1735  $735,000

651 308-2754

PERFECT FORENTERTAINING! 132 Ni
Street: Sun-filled Victorian, 4 BR, 3 BA, E: Classic Tudor with stunning kitch-
2-car attached GA. Truly a home not to en & bathroom remodel/ addition. 4

“Victoria gets a lot of
wear and tear. It carries
more than 3,000 motor

vehicles per day,” said

Michael Brennan, who is
facing an assessment of
more than $4,800.

Sherri Mortensen Brown is paying more
than $5,500, an amount she called “exorbitant
and incredibly unfair” Brown said that when
she called about her bill, a city staff member
told her to “blame the churches”

Street maintenance costs were originally

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

_ i

EWS! 987 Como Blvd.

covered by the city’s general fund. When the
right-of-way maintenance assessments were
enacted in 2003, all St. Paul property owners
shared in the costs depending on the length
of their street frontage, including nonprofit,
tax-exempt organizations such as religious in-
stitutions, colleges and hospitals.

However, that arrangement was challenged
in 2011 by several downtown churches. That
court case and other related litigation reached
the Minnesota Supreme Court in 2016, which
ruled that the assessments were taxes and not
a specific benefit for a property.

Following the decision, the city winnowed
the services that right-of-way assessment cov-
ers. For mill and overlay projects as well as
seal coating, abutting property owners now
pay directly for a portion of the work. The city
pays the rest out of its general fund.

Highland Park Office

723 S. Cleveland - 651698-2434

SUMMIT TOWNHOME! 556 Summit
Ave: Impeccably built in 1997, feels contem-
porary with open kitchen, owner's suite, pri-

be missed! Yard / Snow removal covered BR, 2 BA, 2-car GA. A gardener’s vate outdoor space and 2 car underground

by HOA fee.

$769,000 backyard paradise!

$465,000

heated parking. 2BR,3BA.  $625,000

. | 777 Linwood Ave: Stunning brick,
architect designed, 5 BR, 5 BA
on a prime block. Top quali_g/ con-

|| struction, heated floors, French
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HIGHLAND BEAUTY!
Sunny and bright 3+ BR, 2
BA in convenient Highland

“¥| location. Spacious rooms with
" | tons of storage. Updated eat-in

e

] TANGLETOWN!

7 | Lovely open floor plan! 4 bed-
room, 4 bath, stunning mas-
ter suite, upéf)er level laundry.
Great mud room, fenced

MaryHardy 612 751-0729

doors to South facing front ve-
randa. Luxurious master suite.

$849,900

kitchen, windows, & furnace.
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yard, 2 car garage. Call for

" W details!
Julie Christensen 651 343-0466  $750,000

Nicole Lettner 651 331-1735

1588 Juno Ave: 3+ BR, 3 BA
centrally located townhouse in
Highland Park. Luxurious over-
sized master suite, high ceilings
and modern open floor plan that
lives like a single family home.

$380,000

Nicole Lettner

BRIGHT AND SUNNY!

2276 Edgcumbe Rd: 3 BR, 2
BA, enjoys elevated views of this
notable street from light-filled liv-
ing room. Lower level walkout
communicates with outdoors and
allows access to attached garage.

651331-1735  $380,000

Phyllis Salmen 12 750-3478

=2t é &

LARGERTHAN ITLOOKS!

Four bedroom, 3 bath home with
sought after main floor bedroom.
Bright sunny southern expo-
sure, screened-in porch, new
landscaping and new steps and
walkways. 1889 Pinehurst Ave.

$540,000

CLASSIC STYLE!
" 2231 Scheffer Ave. has it all,
%. just move in and enjoy. Large
v { addition provides a huge
\? master bedroom suite, main
" 4l floor family room and rec
¥ room. 4BR’s, 3 baths.

PhylisSalmen g1 750-3478  $685,000
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Senior Tour of Homes

Join us for a fun & entertaining tour of local
Senior Living options, from apartment living to
assisted living to higher care options.

Know your options should you ever need them.

Thursday, May 9
Tour starts at 9:15 am from St. Paul JCC
$25 per person/$20 for JCC Members
(Transportation, refreshments & lunch provided)

CCb\oM.@
onnections.
L ffectyle Qptims for Sewior Livhg,

J/ .
Eunice K. Neubauer, CSA

AgeWiseAssisted.com

Call or email to reserve your seat.
Space is limited!

eunice@choice-mn.com 651.261.5379

A free senior placement & referral service

Attorneys and Counselors Since 1952

“We get results. Our firm has represented

thousands of individuals who incurred

serious and complex injuries, even death,

due to motor vehicle accidents, falls, dog

bites and other mishaps that were not

their fault. We have the experience to help
you through the medical and financial

needs that arise as a result. We have been very successful
in resolving these matters quickly and to the satisfaction of
our clients.” — Joe Dudley

CLIENT COMMENTS:

+“Pm amazed at what you did!”

+ “The only good thinF about this accident is that I got to
meet you and your law firm.”

+ “My friend needs a good lawyer, naturally I thought of you.”

No fees unless we collect for you!
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Dudley & Smith, P.A.
) - | _ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952 ] - ¢
651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com e

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

Home Equity Line Of Credit

With rates rising, lock in this low rate for 24 months

Contact BankCherokee today!
651.227.7071 or at BankCherokee.com

BankCherokee

*3.75% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available for Home Equity Lines
of Credit (HELOC) up to 80% LTV (loan to value). The interest rate will be at 3.75% APR
during the 24 month introductory period. Offer is available for applications submitted
from April 1st - June 28th, 2019. After the 24 month introductory period, the APR is
variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with the Prime
Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of March 27, 2019, the
variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit was 5.50% APR, the minimum floor rate.
The rate will not vary ahove 21.75% APR or below 5.50% APR. Minimum loan amount
increase on an existing HELOC is $10,000. Closing costs generally range from $350-
$1,300. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. BankCherokee
checking account required for automatic payment. Property insurance is required
and must be owner occupied. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
interest paid. Other restrictions may apply.

City seeks new powers in imposing fines

Opponents of charter
change ask council to
consider ramifications

BY JANE McCLURE

he St. Paul City Council will vote

I on April 24 on a proposed change

in the city charter that would give

the City Council and all city depart-

ments broad powers in setting and im-
posing administrative fines.

The charter amendment, which was
recommended earlier this year by the St.
Paul Charter Commission, is being pro-
moted by the city’s Department of Safety
and Inspections (DSI) as a more effec-
tive tool for encouraging compliance to
ordinances ranging from animal control
to property codes and a way to impose
civil sanctions in matters where criminal
citations are now the only recourse. The
city has about 100 cases per year of code
violations where a criminal citation is is-
sued, according to DSI director Ricardo
Cervantes. Administrative fines in these
cases could actually be less punitive, he

said, especially when fines are preferable
to a criminal record.

The fines could be a more effective
way of getting compliance in the area
of repeat property code violations, Cer-
vantes added. The city’s current “exces-
sive consumption” ordinances have
escalating fines, but some violators
pooh-pooh these fines of a few hundred
dollars each as just part of the cost of
doing business. With the new adminis-
trative fines, the city could punish land-
lords who do not make needed repairs
without having to force the eviction of
their tenants.

The charter change has the support
of the St. Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce and the St. Paul Business Review
Council. Charter amendments require
the approval of all seven City Council
members. At the April 17 public hearing
on the charter change, three speakers
asked the council not to approve it but
instead put the amendment on the No-
vember ballot and let voters decide. A
petition pushing for the ballot question
is already being circulated.

Opponents of the charter change said
it would give city officials too much

power and could impose fines that are
excessively punitive. Speakers urged the
City Council to move slowly if the char-
ter change is approved and to gather
public testimony before adopting the
ordinance establishing the actual fine
schedules.

“This needs much more review; said
Ramsey Hill resident Colleen Halpine,
who suggested the fines could become
abusive.

“If you think you only need a fly swat-
ter, don't arm yourself with a baseball
bat,” said Patricia Hartman, one of the
leaders of St. Paul Trash, the group op-
posed to the city’s new organized trash
collection system.

St. Paul Trash is concerned that new,
more punitive fines will be assessed
against residents who fail to pay their
trash bills on time. Currently, residents
who are late in paying their trash bills
face late fees and, if still not paid, assess-
ments on their property tax statements.

City staft members have said that un-
til the ordinance is drafted setting up the
fine schedule, it is not known whether
there will be additional penalties tied to
unpaid trash collection bills.

Civilian board reviews police misconduct

77 allegations in 2018
resulted in disciplining
of 22 police officers

By KEvIN DRiScOLL

e St. Paul Police Civilian Inter-

I nal Affairs Review Commission

(PCIARC) announced at its an-
nual summit on April 9 that it reviewed
77 allegations of police misconduct in
2018 but recommended only 19 to Po-
lice Chief Todd Axtell for disciplinary
action.

This was the first time the PCIARC
had held its annual summit in the spring.
The event attracted only 25 citizens, a far
cry from the turnout in previous years.

Two years ago, the make-up of the
PCIARC was changed from a seven-
member body with two police officers to
a nine-member all-civilian board. Over-
sight of the group was also transferred
from the St. Paul Police Department to
the city’s Department of Human Rights
and Equal Economic Opportunity.

The 77 allegations in 2018 involved 70
of the St. Paul Police Department’s 626
officers. Sixteen officers were exonerat-
ed of any wrongdoing, and 26 of the al-
legations were deemed unfounded. One
police officer was referred for supervi-
sory counseling, four were sent for re-
training, nine received oral reprimands,
seven received written reprimands and
one was suspended.

Sixteen of the allegations were com-
plaints of excessive force, seven were
for improper conduct, seven for poor
public relations and two for discrimina-
tion. Forty-four of the allegations were
for improper procedure, which might
involve “failure to write a report, failure
to properly investigate a case and failure
to activate a body-worn camera when
policy requires it according to police
spokesperson Steve Linders.

For the past two years, citizen com-
plaints about St. Paul police officers have
been referred to both the PCIARC and
the Police Department’s Internal Affairs
Division. Internal Affairs investigates
the complaints and then sends its find-

ings to the PCIARC without a recom-
mendation for disposition. The PCIARC
will hold a hearing where the complain-
ant may testify and bring witnesses. The
PCIARC then votes on a recommenda-
tion for disposition and possible depart-
ment policy changes. Complaints that
are sustained by the PCIARC are sent to
Chief Axtell, who makes the final deci-
sion on what if any disciplinary action
will be taken.

The PCIARC holds monthly meet-
ings at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays at neigh-
borhood locations to review cases and
take testimony, among other business.
Seven more meetings are scheduled this
year. Locally, they will be held on June
5 at the Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale
St.; August 7 at the Palace Community
Center, 781 Palace Ave.; September 4 at
the Highland Park Community Center,
1978 Ford Pkwy.; and November 6 at the
Wellstone Community Center, 179 E.
Robie St.

For more information on the
PCIARC, visit stpaul.gov/pciarc or call
651-266-8966.

14 FORD SITE MASTER PLAN

force made up of representatives from
the Highland District Council, High-
land Business Association, Ryan Com-
panies and city staff has been meeting
for the past several weeks to discuss the
design standards, which are required by
the Ford site master plan that was adopt-
ed by the City Council in 2017.

Ward 2 City Council member Rebec-
ca Noecker cast the sole vote against the
Ryan amendments. She objected to hav-
ing any single-family housing on the site
and preferred only multi-family housing
on Mississippi River Boulevard.

Ryan had requested the single-family
option to give it some flexibility in re-
sponding to market demand. The city’s
master plan for the Ford site had re-
quired the developer to construct build-
ings of from two-to six units along the
river road.

City Council member Chris Tolbert,
whose Ward 3 includes the Ford site,
spoke in favor of the single-family op-
tion. He also supported Ryan’s amend-
ments doubling the amount of off-street
parking in the commercial zone and

reconfiguring streets to allow, among
other things, the preservation of two of
the three ballfields operated by High-
land Ball.

When the City Council adopted the
Ford site master plan in 2017, Tolbert
said, it was understood that the plan was
a framework and that the eventual mas-
ter developer would seek some changes.
“I want to be very specific,” he said. “The
amendment adds single-family homes
as an option. Two- to six-unit structures
could still be built along Mississippi
River Boulevard. Theres nothing that
prohibits that”

When Ford Motor Company original-
ly put the old assembly plant up for sale,
no single-family housing was planned.
However, Ryan officials negotiated with
Ford to ensure that some single-family
housing was possible. Ford still owns the
property, but Ryan officials plan to close
on the purchase within months.

Following the City Councils vote,
Ryan Companies President Mike Ryan
said he was going to “savor the moment”
and regroup for the work that lies ahead.
“This is a big win for us,” he said. “We've
been at this for so long”

The public hearing on the master plan
amendments drew a large crowd to City
Hall. Two groups of mostly Highland
Park residents took opposing sides in
the debate. The group Sustain Ward 3 is-
sued this statement: “We're disappointed
the council voted to alter the Ford site
plan. We think those changes dilute the
plans vision and threaten equity and
sustainability on the site” The group
Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul stated
that it “believes these amendments are
one step forward in improving the plan
and preserving the livability of Highland
neighborhoods”

Ryan is now requesting up to $107
million in public assistance for the de-
velopment to help pay for infrastruc-
ture, affordable housing and the parks
and other open spaces on the site. That
request will be reviewed in the months
ahead by the St. Paul Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority and City Council.
If all goes as planned, Ryan would begin
construction this fall on the new sewers,
streets and other infrastructure. The en-
tire redevelopment could easily stretch
out over a decade.
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14 SOCCER STADIUM TRAFFIC

stadium, especially near Selby where one lane
was closed to traffic. However, it appeared
that soccer fans as a whole responded in great
numbers to Minnesota United’s request to
walk, bike or use mass transit or shuttle buses
to get to and from the game.

City, soccer team and Metro Transit staff
met after the April 13 game for a debriefing on
traffic flow, pedestrian safety and neighbor-
hood parking, among other issues. According
to St. Paul Police Department spokesperson
Steve Linders, the first game went smoothly
in terms of traffic. Some changes will be made
before the first night game, he said, but those
changes were not finalized as of press time.

Light-rail and bus riders indicated that ar-
rivals before the game went fairly smoothly.
One hiccup was the closure of one lane of
northbound Snelling near Selby a construc-
tion project is underway. That closure slowed
all traffic, and it will remain in place for sev-
eral more weeks. There were also large crowds
and long waits on Green Line light-rail plat-
forms as trains filled up quickly, and that drew
complaints.

Meanwhile residents in parts of Merriam
Park and Snelling-Hamline are moving ahead
with requests for new resident-only parking
restrictions in their neighborhoods to pre-

vent any stadium event spillover parking. The
UPDC Transportation Committee voted 8-4
on April 8 to recommend the approval of an
expansion of Permit Parking Area 8 just east
of Snelling Avenue and south of 1-94 and the
creation of a new permit parking district just
west of Snelling Avenue and south of 1-94.
Those recommendations will be reviewed by
the full UPDC on May 1 and then forwarded
to the St. Paul City Council.

Nathan
Willar
and Mike
Breiling
tailgated
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State
Fair-
grounds
before
taking a
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to the
Loons’
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openetr.
PHOTO
BY BRAD
STAUFFER

More than 50 residents attended the UPDC
committee meeting to push for permit park-
ing. Elizabeth Stiffler, who oversees permit
parking in the city’s Department of Public
Works, said that while she is not a fan of per-
mit parking, she will work with residents. One
idea she raised, which several residents were
amenable to, is narrowing the scope of the
permits to April through October.

“Everyone here is terrified that were going

to get swamped with parking;” said Don Bra-
beck. He and his family live near Aldine Park,
and Brabeck said his neighbors are hoping
the park does not become a popular spot for
game-day parties.

UPDC committee members had mixed
feelings about expanding resident-only per-
mit parking. “Streets are public property; said
committee co-chair Barb Thoman, and creat-
ing permit parking districts can just push the
problem with spillover parking into adjacent
neighborhoods. “People who are determined
to drive and park are going to do it, and they’re
going to just go to the next street;” said UPDC
board member Scott Berger.

UPDC board member David Rasmussen
and committee member Danette Lincoln
spoke in favor of the permit parking requests.
“We already accommodate a lot of commuter
parking in the neighborhood,” Lincoln said.
She noted that the always-popular University
of St. Thomas-St. John's University football
game will be played at Allianz Field this fall,
and that will also draw large crowds and spill-
over parking.

“These permit-parking requests have been
in the works for a very long time,” Rasmussen
said. “We're supposed to represent the people
of the neighborhood, and I think wed be in-
sulting them if we told them they didn’t know
what they're talking about”

Local projects wishing on Neighborhood STAR grants, loans

Expo School parents again
seek funds for playground

By JANE MCCLURE

I .\ifty-three projects totaling more than

$6.5 million are competing for about
$2.5 million in 2019 St. Paul Neighbor-
hood Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR) funds.

One large recurring STAR request is for a
$100,000 grant, with a $316,470 match, to re-
place the Treasure Island playground at Expo
Elementary School, 540 S. Warwick St. The
schools parent-teacher organization is mak-
ing its second bid for funding after just miss-
ing the cut last year.

The requests were considered by the city’s
Planning Commission on April 19. The
Neighborhood Star Board will conduct its
own reviews in early May and then send its
recommendations to the mayor and City
Council. The council will likely make its deci-
sions in June.

City planning director Luis Pereira said 28
of the projects would support one or more of

the city’s designated “cultural destination ar-
eas” About $1.8 million in new funding for
those areas was included in the 2019 city bud-
get, and a majority of that money went to the
Neighborhood STAR program.

One cultural destination area is the Shepa-
rd-Davern area in Highland, where Sang
Mouacheupao is proposing to convert the
longtime Kruger Wholesale building at 2366
W. Seventh St. into an Ethiopian cultural cen-
ter. A $75,000 grant and a $75,000 loan are
being requested, with a $150,000 match pro-
posed.

Other local projects seeking Neighborhood
STAR funding, which comes from the city’s
half-percent sales tax, include the following:

« Ain Dah Yung Center, 771-785 University
Ave. The center for homeless Native Ameri-
can youths is seeking a $100,000 loan with an
equal match to add a cultural component to
its housing project now under construction.

o ArtStart, 1459 St. Clair Ave. The arts edu-
cation and material center is seeking a $6,000
grant with an equal match to create a mosaic
on the east side of its building.

o Rondo Commercial/Residential Grant

Program. The nonprofit Center for Energy
and the Environment is seeking a $175,000
loan with an equal match for facade improve-
ments to up to 34 businesses and 13 residenc-
es on Selby Avenue between Dale Street and
Lexington Parkway.

o Jibba Holdings, 1328 Grand Ave. The
company is seeking a $25,000 grant and a
$127,475 loan to make improvements to its
building. A $152,475 match is proposed.

o Junior Achievement, 1745 University
Ave. The nonprofit organization is seeking
a $100,000 grant to tuckpoint and repair the
east wall of its new learning center. A mural
also would be replaced. A $120,000 match is
proposed.

o Express Bike Shop, 1158 Selby Ave.
Keystone Community Services is seeking a
$25,000 grant with an equal match to update
exterior signs and bike racks, and make other
improvements inside the youth-run shop.

« Natural Sound Studio, 989 Selby Ave. The
company is seeking a $5,000 grant with an
equal match to improve its windows and exte-
rior. It is also requesting a $50,000 grant with
a $220,000 match to convert the building at

1040 Selby Ave. into a rehearsal studio.

« Rondo Center of Diverse Expression, 315
N. Fisk St. A $100,000 grant is being sought
with an equal match to renovate the build-
ing and make it accessible to people with dis-
abilities.

» Rondo Community Land Trust, 626 Selby
Ave. A $25,000 grant is being sought with a
$50,000 match to construct or rehabilitate 10
owner-occupied houses over two years.

o St. Paul Conservatory of Music, 1524
Summit Ave. A $50,000 grant is being sought
with an equal match for disability-access im-
provements.

o St. Vincent de Paul store, 461 W. Seventh
St. A $50,000 grant and a $50,000 loan are be-
ing sought to repair its building. A $50,000
match is proposed.

o The Coven, 165 N. Western Ave. A
$200,000 grant is being sought with an equal
match to develop co-working space at the
Blair Arcade.

o« YWCA of St. Paul, 375 Selby Ave. A
$177,500 grant is being sought with an equal
match to rehabilitate housing that the Y owns
in the Summit-University neighborhood.

& Where's
Gregie’s

at?
Past Customers Call:

Design/Build
Restoration

651-690-0615
LEITNER’S |

GARDENCENTER /)
eresrLowers £ @

Naturall

Beautifu
Flowers
& Plants

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

1651-291-2655

LeitnersStPaul.com
945 Randolph Avenue
St. Paul

\ Y ¢

Custom Remodeling

WE KNOW THE
WAY HOME

651.228.9102

authconst.com

AUTHENTIC N/ B

CONSTRUCTION ©
740 Grand Ave s

MN LICENSE #BC005210

| owm

N VA S

TheOddCoupleTeam.com ¢ 6

,

FREE COMMUNITY

SHREDDING DAY!

April 27, 2019

10am-1pm e Corner of Grand & Pascal

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot).
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

00D
COUPLE

TEAM

E . £3 SO s
> i rs85852¢2l5 izl XY

'’ = £

KELLERWILLIAMS
_INTEGRITY REALTY . &1

51.492.6423 * 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

| P
SR

A4 2, 7

!

B - SR e L. Y




VILLAGER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019

= :,7;; 4

And with our specia

UPCOMING BOOMERS & BEYOND SECTION:

June 19
Reservations due: Thursday, June 13

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

THE LEGENDS

—— of Woodbury —
SENIOR LIVING

BRAND-NEW 1,2 & 3 BEDROOMS

Independent Senior Apartment Community
Affordable Rents from the Low $1,000s!

L S ‘ 2 ] b ‘
LIMITED TIME SPECIAL OFFER:
PAY NO RENT UNTIL JULY 1!

*Select homes. Call for details.

JOIN us For AN OPEN HOUSE

WITH A SELF-GUIDED TOUR!
Friday, May 3 | 2 pm -4 pm
Tour the 2-story clubhouse & your NEW HOME!

570 Settlers Ridge Parkway | Woodbury, MN 55129
Follow signs for parking instructions.

Reserve your NEW HOME now!
LegendsOfWoodbury.com | (763) 225-4638

570 Settlers Ridge Pkwy | Woodbury, MN 55129 | @&,

*Restrictions apply. Rents & income limits subject to change.

News Briefs

HDC election results in huge
turnover of board members

The Highland District Council will start
the 2019-2020 year with a large amount of
board turnover. Redrawing of the district
boundaries resulted in all 12 grid areas and
two at-large seats being on the ballot during
the HDC’s annual meeting and elections on
April 10 at Highland Park Middle School.

Nine people left the board, with six step-
ping down voluntarily. Two board members,
Frank Jossi and Jack Dobier, had each served
for 10 years. The Grid 11 seat was not filled,
but is expected to be at the board meeting on
May 2, along with two at-large alternates.

With so many new board members, return-
ing board leadership and district council staff
plan additional orientation and training for
them. The turnover also means there will be
new chairs for the board’s Community Devel-
opment and Transportation committees.

The board elected eight new members, in-
cluding a slate of five candidates put forward
by the group Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul.
The group formed a few years ago to combat
high density in the master plan for redevelop-
ment of the Ford site.

Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul has clashed
over the plan with the pro-density group
Sustain Ward 3, which chose not to run a slate
of candidates for the board this year.

St. Paul allows liquor sales
closer to churches, schools

Two of St. Paul’s last remaining blue laws are
no more, as a result of unanimous approval of
the St. Paul City Council on April 17. Liquor
can now be sold within 300 feet of religious
institutions throughout the city. In the down-
town area, liquor can be sold within 300 feet
of a school. The sales apply to liquor stores
and restaurants with on-sale liquor licenses.

The council action strikes down regula-
tions that have been in place since the 1960s.
The changes did not draw public comment
and no one attended public hearings earlier
this month to speak for or against them.

Schools and places of worship have long
had the ability to veto liquor stores or on-sale
liquor licenses within 300 feet of their loca-
tions. Those requests also needed at least five
of seven City Council votes for approval.

Ward 2 council member Rebecca Noecker
brought the changes forward as part of regu-
latory issues she is working on to help make
it easier for downtown businesses to operate.
The liquor regulation centered on places of
worship removes language in city code that
has been found to be unconstitutional.

The changes came forward after a disagree-
ment between the Gray Duck Tavern at 345
N. Wabasha St. and the St. Paul Conservatory
for Performing Artists at 16 W. Fifth St. The
liquor license for Gray Duck was approved in
2017 after an extensive building renovation.
Charter school officials objected last Decem-
ber, noting that they had not been asked to
weigh in on the matter. School officials asked
the city to suspend liquor sales at the restau-
rant, but the city declined to do so.

Storefronts purchased for new
Lunds & Byerlys on Grand Ave.

Grand Avenue is one step closer to having a
Lunds & Byerlys. In mid-April the supermar-
kets parent company Lunds Inc. purchased
the three commercial storefronts at the north-
east corner of Grand and Avon Street for $6
million. Plans call for a 24,000-square-foot
grocery store on the first floor and 69 apart-
ments on four floors above.

Lunds already owns the building at 977
Grand Ave. where Brasa restaurant is located.
Brasa and the other buildings would make
way for the new development. Plans for the
five-story project were presented at a public

meeting in March.

A group calling itself Livable Summit Hill
Coalition is forming in opposition to the de-
velopment, citing concerns with the proposed
building height, potential traftic and parking
congestion, and whether or not the neighbor-
hood needs an additional grocery store.

As of the Villagers deadline, Lunds had not
filed any requests related to the project. A
change from commercial to traditional neigh-
borhoods zoning would be required. Also
needed would be a variance from the long-
standing East Grand Avenue overlay district,
which limits the heights and footprints of new
commercial and mixed-use developments.

Midway Marketplace is sold
to Kraus-Anderson for $31M

Midway Marketplace on University Av-
enue was recently sold to Minneapolis-
based Kraus-Anderson Realty. The company
purchased the center from RVI, an Ohio
company, for $31 million.

The shopping center occupies the block
bounded by University, Hamline and St.
Anthony avenues and Pascal Street. It was
built after the 1996 demolition of Midway’s
longtime Montgomery Ward’s store. Kmart,
Mervyn’s and Cub Foods also were anchor
tenants, but only Cub remains.

Wards was replaced with Herberger’s,
which closed last year. Mervyn’s space is now
LA Fitness and the former Kmart now houses
a Walmart. T.J. Maxx, Discount Tire and sev-
eral smaller businesses also lease space in the
center.

Midway Marketplace is considered to be
the largest, modern-era, ground-up retail de-
velopment on University. During planning for
the light-rail Green Line, it was rezoned for
Traditional Neighborhoods 4, which allows
for high-density, mixed-use redevelopment.

Jeff Hildahl, senior vice president of prop-
erties and leasing for Kraus-Anderson Realty,
issued a statement indicating that existing
leases will be honored, and the tenant mix
will not change. The new owners are look-
ing at ways they can partner with the adjacent
Allianz Field soccer stadium.

Planet Fitness to join Aldi as
new tenants at Sibley Plaza

After Sibley Plaza in Highland Park is reno-
vated this year, new businesses are expected
to open there. Among them will be Planet Fit-
ness, which will be joining a new Aldi’s super-
market at the West Seventh Street shopping
center. Representatives of mall owner Paster
Properties recently presented an update on
plans for the renovated mall to a committee of
the Highland District Council.

The $2.5 million renovation project is
scheduled to begin this month at the 1950s-
era strip mall, according to Mike Sturdivant,
director of development for Paster. Building
permits for the work were pulled in March.

The mall is currently at less than 50 percent
occupancy. Anchor tenant Coopers Foods
closed in late 2017, and other stores have
also moved out. Cooper’s has been especially
missed by residents of the nearby Sibley Man-
or Apartments. The Sibley Manor food shelf
and other food programs have stepped in to
fill the grocery gap.

Tuesday Morning was scheduled to close
its store in the center on April 21, after fail-
ing to reach agreement on a new lease. Planet
Fitness will move into that space and the ad-
jacent space that was occupied by Champps
restaurant for many years.

The remaining tenants reportedly are stay-
ing. Marshalls and T.J. Maxx discount stores
were rumored to be coming to Sibley Plaza,
but Paster representatives said that is not the
case.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.
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Development of Gateway,
riverfront properties are
moving ahead in St. Paul

BY JANE MCCLURE

wo of downtown St. Paul’s
Tmost challenging redevelop-

ment projects—the Seven
Corners Gateway site near Xcel En-
ergy Center and the former West
Publishing and Ramsey County jail
site along the city’s riverfront—are
making headway.

The 24-acre Seven Corners
Gateway is being sold by the city
for $5 million to Kaeding Develop-
ment as a result of a St. Paul Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) vote on April 10. Kaeding
subsidiary Gateway QOZ Ventures
is proposing to build a six-story
apartment building and a five-story
hotel on the site, with ground-floor
commercial space in each of the
buildings.

The apartment building would
have 137 underground and other-
wise enclosed parking spaces, along
with 6,800 square feet of commer-
cial space. The hotel would have at
least 120 rooms and 5,660 square
feet of commercial space, and would
have a long-term lease for up to 84
parking spaces in the nearby Smith
Avenue ramp. A large plaza would
occupy the space between the two
buildings.

The site is bounded by Kellogg
Boulevard, Smith Avenue, West
Seventh and Fifth streets. It is lo-
cated in the downtown commer-
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cial district and is zoned B5. No
zoning changes or variances are
anticipated.

Kaeding will be required to com-
plete the project within 1% years
after closing on the sale of the prop-
erty. The HRA staff report does
not outline any requests for public
subsidies.

On April 9, the Ramsey County
Board launched a six-month due
diligence period with AECOM to
develop the riverfront property
along Kellogg that was once oc-
cupied by West Publishing and
the county jail. The developer is
proposing up to four modernistic
towers of apartments, a hotel, of-
fices, condos and commercial space
above a 1,500-space parking ramp.

The negotiation period gives AE-
COM exclusive rights to develop
the property, though some county
commissioners raised concerns
about the demand for office space
and the project’s lack of affordable
housing. Commissioners also in-
dicated that they do not favor pro-
viding tax increment financing for
the project. In its presentation, AE-
COM officials indicated they would
seek some level of public investment
for the open spaces being proposed.

The initial phase of that devel-
opment calls for the construction
of a parking ramp extending from
Wabasha to Market streets with ac-
cess from Kellogg Boulevard and

Mixed-use projects are planned
for the Seven Corners Gateway
property (above) near the Xcel

Energy Center, and the old West

Publishing and county jail site
along Kellogg Boulevard (right).

Shepard Road. An 8.22-acre public
space would be created along Kel-
logg from Market to St. Peter streets.

The projects first building would
be a tower at Wabasha and Kellogg,
with 80 condos and a 150-room
hotel. A second tower at St. Peter
and Kellogg would have 300 luxury
apartments. The third and fourth
buildings would be between St. Pe-
ter and Market streets and would
provide office space. One building
would have a garden for outdoor
activities.

At least one of the towers could be
as high as 40 stories, which would
equal that of downtown’s tallest
building, Wells Fargo Place.

Public realm zones are planned
between the buildings and along
the top and base of the bluff as part
of the city’s proposed River Balcony
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that is called for in the city’s Great
River Passage plan.

After talks with various develop-
ers fell short, the county spent $17
million to clear the riverbluff prop-
erty of its old buildings and erect a
huge retaining wall. Another de-
velopment proposed for the site fell
through again last summer.

AECOM representative Brian
Dusek told commissioners that the
“true” Class A office vacancy rate in
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downtown St. Paul is currently less
than 4 percent, and little if any large
spaces are available. The Greater St.
Paul Building Owners and Manag-
ers Association, in its most recent
report from six months ago, indi-
cated that downtown has 17.7 per-
cent or almost 400,000 square feet
of vacant office space.

The plan does not include any af-
fordable housing, which AECOM
contends is ample in downtown.
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Kids could do
without a new
sports complex

By ScoTT RASKIEWICZ

any people have commented in these
! \ / I pages on the folly of destroying the
natural beauty of the Highland 9-Hole
Golf Course to make room for a massive and
expensive youth sports complex that may not
be needed after a few years due to demographic
changes. However, there are other arguments
against the multi-sport facility.

Our nation has a variety of serious problems.
Many of them are rooted in a belief that bigger is
always better. Do big banks serve us better than
the smaller banks of yesteryear? Have the bigger
portions of American meals in recent decades
made us any healthier? Has our 24/7 enough-
is-never-enough consumer society made us
happier? Have the gigantic corporations that
dominate our economy and government made
us a better nation?

This pathological desire for bigger, faster,
louder and more that is degrading American
society has an antidote: decentralization. In
terms of youth athletics, it means a return to
neighborhood-based sports.

Yes, there may be a shortage in youth sports
facilities in St. Paul currently. However, that can
be remedied by a wiser use of public lands and
the public use of land owned by private schools,
colleges and religious organizations. If these
private entities dont want to be good neighbors
and share their playing fields and open spaces,
it would be wise to end the direct and indirect
subsidies these organizations get from taxpayers
each year.

Highly organized sports can have a negative
impact on youngsters. I was fortunate to grow
up in a small city on the eastern shore of
Lake Michigan. From 1st through 6th grade,
kids in my neighborhood played football,
basketball and baseball on local playgrounds.
We sometimes rode our bikes to other
neighborhoods to play these sports against
the kids at other playgrounds. (Somehow we
managed this without parental help or email,
cell phones or texting, but that is a subject for
another essay.)

With a few exceptions, middle school is
early enough for highly organized, adult-run
competitive sports. However, for the vast
majority of youths, self-organized or lightly
supervised neighborhood sports played
for fun rather than championships will
properly facilitate their athletic and emotional
development. To quote Marie Montessori, “The
child who has never learned to act alone, to
direct his own actions, to govern his own will,
grows into an adult who is easily led and must
always lean upon others”

Over the past 40 years or so, American
children have not been allowed to fully
explore and enjoy being a kid. From helicopter
parenting to the over-organization of youth
sports and youth activities in general to a
cultural obsession with pop culture, materialism
and the Internet and its gadgetry, many young
people, though technically more savvy, are less
mature than youths of previous generations.

The Highland 9-Hole Golf Course is a small
gem and an irreplaceable community resource.
To destroy it for a massive youth sports complex
is a mistake that must not be made.

Scott Raskiewicz is a semi-retired tennis
teaching professional from Macalester-Groveland.
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Safe firearm storage saves lives

On April 17, something happened that shook my family and me
to our core: A young student brought a loaded gun to Highland
Park Elementary, the school that my three beloved nephews
attend. One of my nephews is in the same class as that student. ’'m
so grateful to the principal, Dr. Nancy Flynn, and all the others
involved in addressing the situation quickly and resolving it safely.
As frustrated and angry as I am with the adult who allowed that
firearm to fall into the hands of a 7-year old, I'm also very grateful
there was a trigger lock in place.

My urgent plea to everyone who chooses to keep a firearm in a
home where children live or visit: Please practice safe storage by
keeping firearms locked and unloaded, with ammunition locked
and stored separately. Just hiding a firearm is not enough. According
to a 2006 study in Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine,

70 percent of children in gun-owning homes reported knowing
where their parents hid guns and 36 percent reported handling guns
without permission.

We've all seen the tragic stories in the news about children
causing injury or death, whether intentionally or not, to themselves
or someone else by using firearms that weren't safely stored. Thank
goodness this particular situation at Highland Park Elementary
didn’t come to a tragic end, as could easily have happened without
that trigger lock.

Keeping children safe from firearms is all of our responsibility.
For more information about safe gun storage and how to talk to
children about gun safety, visit besmartforkids.org, familydoctor.org
or healthychildren.org and search “guns in the home?” Let's make
this the last time one of our local schools makes this kind of news
headline.

Dr. Emily Benzie
Merriam Park

Playing by the rules

Andrew Rorvig asks us to believe that the failure of 11 land-use
appeals in 2018 is proof that the fix is in (Villager Viewpoint, April
10). Despite my antipathy for the way things often are done in St.
Paul, he'll need a great deal more evidence to convince me. What
evidence he did present might just as well be taken to prove that city
staff and lower levels of review have done their jobs and done them
well—so well that only one appeal has succeeded in the past four
years, according to Mr. Rorvig.

In my experience, which is admittedly limited in recent years, the
average resident does not have a good understanding of land-use
law. Public opposition to a project, no matter how widespread or
strenuous, is not a legitimate reason to deny a permit, variance or
rezoning. Each zoning district has its own permitted uses. The city

must follow the standards and requirements of the ordinances it has
adopted. If an application meets the requirements of an ordinance,
generally the city must grant it.

The public should bear in mind that while their opinions on
such matters must be heard, they need not be accepted by the city.
Those who challenge the opinions of qualified city staff on issues
such as traffic, congestion, noise, etc., must be prepared to offer
more than their lay opinions. Without that, they can expect staff
recommendations to continue to be accepted.

James M. Hamilton
Macalester-Groveland

Let’s make a better deal on trash

I write to congratulate the City Council on its decision to have
organized trash collection in St. Paul utilizing 15 private haulers.
This week we received notice that our small hauler had sold its
business to Waste Management. The number of haulers in the
system has now been reduced to seven, and I'm fairly certain that
number will continue to shrink until Waste Management has
control of the entire system.

I'look forward to the cost savings we will see once a single hauler
has control. I'm sure the City Council took this into consideration
when it decided that homeowners would no longer be able to select
their own trash haulers and seek the best competitive price. I look
forward to how the City Council will negotiate costs with our best
interests in mind when it is only negotiating with one firm.

Terri Fishel
Highland Park

Crosswalk law creates safer streets

Barry Riesch writes about his “old school” approach to pedestrian
safety (Villager Inbox, March 27). Its important to note that the
practice he describes is unlawful according to Minnesota Statute
169.21. As a driver, as long as it’s safe to slow down, you're required
to stop for a pedestrian waiting to cross at an intersection. It doesn’t
matter if theres a painted crosswalk or not. If it’s at an intersection,
a driver must stop. Is it really that big of a deal to be delayed 20
seconds while you wait for someone to cross the street? And heaven
forbid they do so at a leisurely pace!

Mr. Riesch goes on to grumble about how we now have a full-
time staff person at the city with a budget to help pedestrians bear
no responsibility for watching out for oncoming traffic before
crossing the street. When our Public Works Department hired

INBOX »9
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pedestrian safety staft a couple of years ago to work on a citywide
pedestrian plan that prioritizes the safety of the elderly as well as kids
traveling to and from school, I was proud of our city. How many city
staff people are devoted to the needs of drivers? I invite Mr. Riesch to
investigate the answer to that question.

While I agree there are some pedestrians who enter the street
without giving drivers ample time to slow down, I believe that for
every one of them, there are 10 drivers who don't obey the law and
stop for pedestrians waiting to cross. I'm glad the city continues to
invest in staff and infrastructure that considers our most vulnerable
road users.

Jimmy Shoemaker
Hamline-Midway

Girl Scouts changed my life

In my experience, if you want to be adventurous, join the Girl
Scouts.

The front-page article in the April 10 Villager quotes a girl who
says, “I wanted to join Girl Scouts, but I didn’t want to do just girly
things”” So she joined the Boy Scouts of Americas new Scouts BSA. It
is unfortunate that she does not know the history and track record of
the two organizations. My experience is a case in point.

At age 8, 71 years ago, I was lucky to become a Brownie Scout. As
a Girl Scout I was encouraged to test and stretch both my mental
and physical abilities. Long before there were opportunities for girls
to participate in sports, the Girl Scouts enabled me to go on canoe
trips in the Boundary Waters, mountain hikes in Wyoming and to a
world camp in England. The Girl Scouts convinced me that I was not
a fat girl nerd, but someone who had value and talent. In many ways
the organization changed my life, so I became a Girl Scout leader, a
member of its board of directors and an advocate.

The Girl Scouts’ mission to embrace groundbreaking programs
included encouraging girls to participate in science, technology,
engineering and math careers in the 1970s. While the Boy Scouts
have been openly anti-gay through much of their history, the Girl
Scouts have been supportive and open.

I encourage parents and girls to look at both organizations
and then choose the one with a long history of providing unique
opportunities to challenge and empower girls.

Judy Mahle Lutter
Macalester-Groveland

Girl Scouts has broad appeal

I was disheartened by the article “Boy Scouts open ranks to troops
exclusively for girls” (Villager, April 10). It quotes a new female Scouts
BSA member saying, “I wanted to join Girl Scouts, but I didn’t want
to do just girly things” That attitude is precisely the problem. It
furthers harmful stereotypes about gender.

What are “girly things”? The reporter ought to have asked the girl
what she wanted to do that isn't part of Girl Scouts. Any scouting
activity can be a Girl Scout thing.

The organization endorses leadership and life skills through a
wide range of programs. It offers a multitude of science, technology,
engineering and math activities and such outdoor activities as
orienteering, climbing, survival skills and more—anything that a
Scout of any gender could want to learn.

Statistics show that it’s crucial to provide girls with leadership
education in a girl-centric environment. This story indirectly

(sometimes directly) disparages the Girl Scouts by implying that they
offer only “girly” activities and that families can find better, more
convenient opportunities for their children through the Boy Scouts of
America.
Jennifer Noice
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: The writer of the article to which our correspondent
refers tried to contact a representative of the local River Valleys Council
of Girl Scouts USA for comment, but her calls were not returned. The
article did include a quote from River Valleys Council CEO Tish Bolger
from the council’s website about the many advantages of Girl Scouts.

Shedding a light on Scouting

The article “Boy Scouts open ranks to troops exclusively for
girls” (Villager, April 10) shed a good light on the Boy Scouts of
America and was spot on. Mr. Dosch was my scoutmaster before
he transitioned to our sister troop at Pilgrim Lutheran Church.
He always encouraged us to set goals for ourselves and to not stop
striving to be the best we can be. I'm glad to see that he’s getting some
well-earned recognition and hope that progress in Scouting keeps
going.
Noah Snyder
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: The writer is a member of Boy Scout Troop 91.

A goose by any other name

I'd like to congratulate the Villager for publishing a groundbreaking
political cartoon by Steve Michaels in the April 10 issue. As this
cartoon touches on nuanced issues in St. Paul politics, I'd like to offer
a guide to the Pulitzer committee or other interested parties analyzing
Mr. Michaels’ subtle allegory.

In the cartoon, a farmer (labeled “City Council”) prepares to stab a
sleeping goose (labeled “Community Business Converted Zone”) with
a large knife (labeled “IN2 Rezoning”). To grasp the sophisticated
satire at play here, it's important to know that the knife represents an
ice cream shop and the goose represents another ice cream shop.

Mr. Michaels is deserving of all the accolades he will surely achieve
for this intelligent addition to our local discourse.

Ryan Ricard
Macalester-Groveland

Promoting turnout in Highland

At the annual meeting of the Highland District Council on April
10, at which the election of a new slate of board members took place,
many comments and questions focused on how the council could
better represent the diverse voices and population in Highland Park.
Much hand-wringing took place over the lack of turnout from Grid
11 and the absence of even a single candidate to represent that area,
which spans the area south of West Seventh Street to the Mississippi
River.

The meeting was scheduled from 6:30-8:15 p.m. At 8:45 p.m.
voting was still taking place for two at-large seats. I suspect the
more than 2%-hour time commitment may have been a significant
factor in the lack of turnout from Grid 11, not to mention the lack of
representation overall.

Kelly Maynard
Highland Park
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District Council News

Highland Park

highlanddistrictcouncil.org - 651-695-4005

Annual meeting—Nearly 240 people braved the snow-
storm on April 10 to attend the Highland District Council’s
annual meeting. Elections were held for all 12 grid seats and
two at-large seats on the board of directors. Representatives
were elected to all seats with the exception of Grid 11, which
will be filled at the board meeting on May 2, along with the ap-
pointment of two at-large alternates. Contact the HDC office
for more information

New board members—Those elected to the HDC board
on April 10 include: Grid 1-Howard Miller, Grid 2-Tim More-
head, Grid 3-Lynn Varco, Grid 4-Kristina Mattson, Grid
5-Paul Langenfeld, Grid 6-Mat Hollinshead, Grid 7-Kevin
Gallatin, Grid 8-Michelle Doyle, Grid 9-James Winterer, Grid
10-Bob Whitehead, Grid-12 Rebecca Reiners, and at-large
members Sally Bauer and Matt McGuire. Leaving the board
are Frank Jossi, Amanda Willis, Nate Hood, Darcy Tinnes,
Tyler Teggatz, Mike Lindsay, Jack Dobier, Nate Hurse and
Brandon Long.

Ford site design—An open house will be held by the city of
St. Paul on Tuesday, April 23, regarding the design standards
being developed for the site of Ford Motor Company’s former
assembly plant. The open house will be held from 6:30-8 p.m.
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave.

Garage Fest—Registration will open on April 24 for the
Highland Park Garage Fest that will take place on Friday and
Saturday, May 31-June 1. The $15 fee covers the cost of pro-
motion, a garage sale sign and a map of all sale locations. Visit
the HDC website for more information and to register.

Tour de Highland—The sixth annual Tour de Highland
will be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 18. Participants
may take part in a 10- or 20-mile bike ride either on their own
or with a guide. There will also be a guided walk to learn about
the history of Highland Park. Visit the HDC website to register.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 2; and Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. Tuesday, May
14. Both meetings will be held at the Highland Park Commu-
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

REIDELL-ESTEY

AND ASSOCIATES

PRESENTS

635 Goodrich Avel
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Lilydale, MN 55118

macgrove.org » 651-695-4000

Mini-grants—The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council is hoping to award two to four mini-grants this
year to increase involvement in activities that benefit the
neighborhood. Applications are due by April 29. Learn
more by visiting macgrove.org/minigrants.

Call for judges—The community council is looking
for judges to help walk the alleys of the neighborhood
from June 20-27 to nominate the recipients of Alley Gar-
den Awards. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for information.

Garden Fest—Garden Fest will be held from 9 a.m.-noon
Saturday, May 11, at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S.
Griggs St. Representatives from A Backyard Farm will be on
hand to talk about gardening in small spaces. There will also
be a plant share, seed swap, Ask a Master Gardener and flower
planting activity for children. For information, visit macgrove.
org/what-we-do/gardenfest.

Call for artists—The community council has received a
grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council for the
2019 Mac-Grove Fest on September 7 at Groveland Park and
is looking for talented people to participate. Performers, artists
and others with creative ideas are asked to contact the council.
Visit macgrove.org/what-we-do/macgrovefest.

Get involved—Macalester-Groveland currently has open-
ings on its board of directors for Grids 2 and 5 and an at-large
business representative. The board also has three standing
committees that meet monthly. Those who attend three con-
secutive committee meetings can become voting members.

Upcoming meetings—Community Building Committee,
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 13, Edgcumbe Recreation Center;
and Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 22, Groveland Recreation Center.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org - 651-645-6887

Union Park micro-grants—Residents of Union Park, either
individually or as small groups, are being invited to apply for
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$499,500

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

District
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grants of $200-$600 to complete improvement projects in the
neighborhood. Applicants are also being encouraged to form
partnerships with other neighbors, businesses and organiza-
tions. The application deadline is May 15. Email microgrant@
unionparkdc.org with questions or visit unionparkdc.org/
micro-grant for information.

Staff addition—Abdulrahman Wako has been named the
new community engagement coordinator for the Union Park
District Council. Wako lives in the neighborhood, having
moved to Minnesota with his family from Lansing, Michigan,
in 2006. He can be reached at wako@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 1, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University
Ave,; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 13,
Room 127 at 1821 University Ave.; Environment and Parks
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15, Merriam Park
Recreation Center, 2000 St Anthony Ave.; Committee on Land
Use and Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 20,
Suite 330, 1821 University Ave.; and Neighborhood Involve-
ment Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 27, Merriam Park
Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter
@UnionParkDC and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.
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Jasper Zarkower (right) poses before the Peterhof Palace outside St. Petersburg in 2016
with his parents David Zarkower and Vivian Bardwell and brother Sebastian.

Russian cohesion

Language study has given Central youth
firsthand experience in foreign relations

By ANNE MURPHY

en he elected to add Russian to
his freshman class schedule at Cen-
tral High School, Jasper Zarkower

didn’t know his decision would take him half-
way around the world and set him on a course
for studying linguistics in college. Zarkower is
now a senior at Central and about to graduate
with a trove of knowledge gained in the class-
room and on the streets of Russia.

A resident of St. Paul's Lexington-Hamline
neighborhood, Zarkower has taken two trips
to Russia. The first was as a freshman when
he and his parents, David Zarkower and Viv-
ian Bardwell, and younger
brother Sebastian partici-
pated in a trip led by Ok-
sana Cox, the Russian lan-
guage teacher at Central.
The second trip was late
last year when Zarkower
and three other American
students competed in the

Students at the
Moscow Olympiada
came from 35
countries. “They
all had a common
language, and it

tional Olympiada at the Pushkin State Rus-
sian Language Institute and compete against
students from throughout the world.

“There were four of us from the U.S. who
went to Moscow, Zarkower said. “Two were
from Baltimore and one was from Philadel-
phia. We were totally outnumbered in the
sense that we were among the only kids with-
out a Russian heritage or background. But
we learned how to speak the language as it’s
spoken there pretty quickly”

Students at the Moscow Olympiada came
from 35 countries. The experience allowed
for the kind of cross-cultural communica-
tion that is so important in today’s world, ac-
cording to David Zarkower.
“The students all had a
common language, and it
wasn't English,” he said.

“Being able to meet
young people from all over
the world was an unforget-
table experience] Jasper
Zarkower said. “There were

International. Olympiada of wasn’t En gll S h’” said some extremely interesting
Spoken Russian in Moscow. ] characters, and people were
“I wasn't thinking about David Zarkower. deeply curious about each

things like that when I first

registered for Russian,” Zarkower said. “Td
taken French, and I had an open class period
because I was taking math at the University
of Minnesota. I went to registration night at
Central and talked to the Russian teacher,
who was very enthusiastic and made Russian
seem like an interesting mix of language, his-
tory and culture”

Russian has been offered at Central for
the past 30 years. It's now part of the schools
Indigenous and World Languages program
that also includes French, Chinese, German,
Latin, Japanese and Spanish. Cox has taught
Russian since 1996, and according to her,
Central is the only public school in Minnesota
to offer the language.

Cox, who is from Russia, is also chair of the
Minnesota Olympiada of Spoken Russian, the
state competition that led Zarkower to the
national competition and eventually to the
International Olympiada in Moscow. His par-
ticipation in the Olympiadas coincided with
his work in the International Baccalaureate
program at Central, a diploma program that
teaches students to relate what is learned in
the classroom to world affairs with an empha-
sis on international understanding.

“Tasper was the top qualifying student at
our 2018 Minnesota State Olympiada of Spo-
ken Russian,” Cox said. However, he still had
to pass a written test and an oral interview at
the national level to qualify for the Interna-

other’s lives, especially ours
since we came from so far away.”

Outside of the formal competition, Zar-
kower had the opportunity to learn much
about Russian history and culture, accord-
ing to David. “It was eye-opening,” he said.
The students attended a play that was written
over 100 years ago and visited the renowned
Tretyakov Gallery. The gallery houses over
1,100 works of Russian art from the 11th
through the early 20th century.

“The value of language study goes beyond
a single marketable skill” David said. “In our
modern world, it's important to be bilingual.
Its important to understand other cultures.
And it's enjoyable to be able to read Russian
literature (in Russian). It gets at the value of
being able to translate”

Asked if he was ever concerned about his
safety in Moscow in the face of strained in-
ternational relations, Jasper said, “I felt safe.
People were welcoming and were curious
about the U.S. The Pushkin Institute had or-
ganized things well and the American Coun-
cil for International Education sorted out
visas ahead of time so there weren't any issues.
We did try to keep quiet about politics, but
that was a matter of courtesy.”

For students at Central who are consider-
ing taking a class in Russian, “Id encourage
it Jasper said. “Being able to study Russian at
Central has solidified my interest in pursuing
linguistics in college”
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Now is the time to spring

into action: Prepare your
yard for season of growth

By MARY MAGUIRE LERMAN

inter is finally over, or so
those of us who are just
itching to get out in the

yard so fervently hope. That means
its time for such early-spring tasks
as raking lawns, pruning shrubs,
cleaning gardens, turning over
compost piles and addressing the
ravages that winter has wrought.

Wait until you can walk on the
lawn without leaving an impression
before you try to clean up your lawn.
Use a bamboo or wood rake to gen-
tly remove last year’s dried leaves.
Don't use a hard-tined rake or you'll
damage the crowns of grass. If you
didn't apply lawn fertilizer last fall,
put down an application of zero-
phosphorus lawn fertilizer now.

Do you have rhubarb? Those
crinkly leaves are emerging. If you
want to divide the plant, now is the
time. Push a spading fork into the
soil in a circle 12 inches out from the
cluster of leaves. Carefully lift the
clump and split it into two or more
clumps. Blend a bushel of compost
and 1/3 cup of 10-10-10 fertilizer
into each planting hole before set-
ting the clump back in place. Then
mulch around the new rhubarb
plant and water thoroughly. After
transplanting, you should wait a
year before harvesting any rhubarb.

Wait for warm temperatures
before cutting down last year’s pe-
rennial flower stems or pulling out
any annual stems. Insects and pol-
linators will winter in stems that
have pith, and they need time at
temperatures above 55 degrees to
develop and leave their winter quar-
ters. If you cut the stems too early,

you'll lose the benefits these insects
provide.

Once your compost pile thaws,
turn it over and spread the brown-
gold compost in a thin layer (1 to
2 inches) over your garden. If you
don’t have a compost pile, now is
a good time to start one with the
soft-bodied plant matter you rake
up. Then get in the habit of taking
grass clippings and fruit and veg-
etable scraps from the kitchen to the
compost pile. Compost provides a
nutrient-rich, slow-release fertilizer
for gardens.

Tulips and daffodils provide early
color. When their blooms are past,
don’t be in a hurry to remove their
foliage. The leaves of these bulbs
should remain until they yellow. En-
ergy from the leaves will feed next
year’s blooms. If the site of the yel-
lowing foliage doesn’t appeal to you,
sow the seeds of colorful varieties of
lettuce as the bulbs emerge in the
spring. The lettuce will grow to hide
the yellowing foliage while provid-
ing you with tasty salad greens.

If you wrapped young trees last
fall or protected them with plastic
tubes or fencing, now is the time to
remove those coverings. Evergreens
can be damaged by heavy snow,
causing them to split or bend. Install
a stake near the main trunk and at-
tach the trunk to the stake with Vel-
cro plant tape or heavy wire or rope
threaded through an old section of
garden hose. Never bind a tree with
bare wire or rope.

Magnolias are dealing with a ma-
jor insect pest these days. Healthy
magnolia bark is gray. If your bark
is black, your plant is likely infected
with magnolia scale, which is indi-

STIVAL
IS

May 2nd - May 5th, 2019
Saint Paul RiverCentre

festivalofnations.com

cated by orange-gold bumps on the
branches. Underneath these bumps
are insects that will suck the life out
of the tree. To remove the scales,
rub a cloth soaked in rubbing al-
cohol along the branches. Place the
scales in a container and toss them
in the trash. Repeat this procedure
monthly.

Deep snow this winter allowed
rabbits and deer to get above pro-
tective fences and chew the bark
and stems off shrubs and small
trees. Directly under the bark is
phloem, plant tissue that transports
nutrients from the leaves to the
roots. When the protective bark is
removed, these transports can no
longer happen and the plants will
die above the damaged area. To save
the tree or shrub, remove the por-
tion of the plant above the damage.

According to horticulturist and
pruner extraordinaire Philippe
Gallandat, now is the best time for
pruning some deciduous shrubs
because there is no foliage on the
stems and it’s easier to see crossing,
rubbing or broken branches that
ought to be removed.

However, early-blooming shrubs
such as lilacs, forsythia, azaleas,
magnolias, rhododendrons, plums
and large-leaf hydrangeas should
not be pruned until after they finish
blooming. These shrubs produce
their flower buds during the previ-
ous growing season, and a thorough
pruning before blooming could
eliminate the flowers.

Pruning provides many benefits
to woody plants. It removes dam-
aged, diseased or infected stems,
provides better air circulation, and
encourages new growth that ben-
efits the plant. To begin, examine
the shrub to determine the various
ages of the stems. It's best to prune
a shrub every year, removing one-
third of the oldest stems. Choose
the oldest stems that may be bend-
ing at angles that cause them to
cross other stems. This way you’ll
encourage vertical growth.

Ut

Celebrate
without
horders.

Using a curved pruning saw, horticulturist Philippe Gallandat removes
rabbit-damaged stems from an ornamental tree. All growth above the
damaged area will eventually die. protos 8v BRAD sTAUFFER

Uncover your roses in the early
spring and prune down to green
stems with an outward facing bud.
If you have large shrub roses that
have swellings along the stems,
prune beneath the swellings to re-
move cane borers.

Some shrubs, known as sub-
shrubs, don’t have strong wood in
their stems. Dwarf spiraeas and po-
tentillas fall into this group. Often,
heavy snow or ice will crush their
branches. In this case, simply cut all
of the stems down to a few inches
above the ground. This may be ter-

*Drawing entries will be accepted between 4/1/19 and 4/30/19. Limit one entry per person. Winner will be drawn
at random on 5/1/19 and contacted at the phone number provided on the drawing slip.
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e
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www.gateway-banking.com
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rifying to do, but the plants will re-
cover and will bloom heavily this
summer when they produce their
flower buds.

If your shrubs haven't been
pruned in many years and the stems
are very large in diameter, you may
want to undertake a major renova-
tion, although this will often delay
reblooming for two or more years.
You can do this with old lilacs that
have thick stems and very few
blooms.

SPRING CLEANUP »13

Hit your project out of the park
with a construction loan!

Stop byin April to enter i<
to win Twins Tickets! 4. ..

745 Market Street
Mendota Heights
(651) 209-4800

Member
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Garden plant sales and swaps
are sprouting up all over area

ardeners hankering for hostas or
Gsearching for sedums will find the

following local plant sales and shares
in full bloom in the next few weeks:

The Summit Hill Association’s Spring
Plant Sale will be held from 5-7 p.m. Friday
and 8 am.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 3-4, at the
Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair
Ave. Individual packs of annuals will be sold.
Contact the SHA at 651-222-1222 or info@
summithillassociation.org.

Mississippi Market, 1500 W. Seventh St.,
will hold its annual spring plant sale from 8
am.-8 p.m. May 3-27. The sale will feature
native plants and locally grown vegetables and
herbs. Master Gardeners will be on hand from
1-3 p.m. each Saturday to offer tips. Topics in-
clude building pollinator gardens on May 4,
gardening with children on May 11, vegetable
container gardening on May 18, and growing
and preserving herbs on May 25. Childrens
gardening activities also will be held during
those hours. Visit msmarket.coop.

Friends School will hold its 30th annual
plant sale on May 10-12 at the Minnesota
State Fair Grandstand. The event will offer
more than 2,450 varieties of annuals and pe-
rennials, climbing plants, water plants, herbs,
trees, shrubs, wildflowers, vegetable plants
and more. The sale will run from 9 am.-8
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 10
am.-2 p.m. Sunday. Parking and admission
are free. Visit friendsschoolplantsale.com.

The annual Garden Fest will be held by the
Macalester-Groveland Community Coun-
cil from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, May 11, out-
side the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S.
Griggs St. Representatives from A Backyard
Farm will be on hand to talk about gardening
in small spaces. The fest will feature a spring
plant share, seed swap, Ask a Master Gar-
dener and planting activities for children. A
donation of $2 per item is suggested for those
without plants to share. In case of rain, the fest
will move indoors. Call 651-695-4000 or visit
macgrove.org/what-we-do/gardenfest.

The Dowling Community Garden, 3901
46th Ave. S., Minneapolis, will hold its annual
plant sale from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, May
11. A variety of heirloom vegetables will be
available, as well as some hybrids and flowers.
Email info@dowlingcommunitygarden.org.

The Mendota Heights Garden Club will
host its annual plant sale from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Saturday, May 11, at 1422 Delaware Ave.,
West St. Paul. There will be perennials from
members gardens, and native ferns, herbs
and more from local growers.

The Association for Nonsmokers-Minne-
sota will hold its 36th annual garage and plant
sale from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
May 17-18, at 1647 Laurel Ave. Heirloom
tomatoes will be available, along with pep-
pers, herbs and a large variety of annuals and
perennials for sun and shade. Call 651-646-
3005 or visit ansrmn.org/garagesale.

The Garden Club of Ramsey County will
hold its annual plant sale from 8-11 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 18, at the Edgcumbe Recreation
Center, 320 St. Griggs St. Choose from hun-
dreds of plants, many plucked from some of
the best gardens in Ramsey County. Included
are perennials, natives, grasses, vegetables and
herbs. Visit ramseygardeners.org.

The Longfellow Garden Club will hold a
plant swap on Saturday, May 18, at Sanford
Middle School, 3524 42nd Ave. S., Minneapo-
lis. People can bring plants beginning at 11
a.m. The swap starts at noon and most plants
are typically gone in 30 minutes. A donation
is required for those without plants to swap.

Ramsey County Master Gardeners will
hold their annual plant sale from 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturday, May 18, at The Barn, 2020
White Bear Ave., next to Aldrich Arena. The
sale will feature native plants and perennials,
tomatoes, hostas, seedlings and more. Master
Gardeners will answer gardening and land-
scape questions. Proceeds will support youth
horticultural programs and University of
Minnesota scholarships. Call 651-704-2080
or visit ramseymastergardeners.org.

The Temple of Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi
River Blvd., will hold a plant sale from 10:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, May 19. A variety of an-
nuals and perennials that are pollinator mag-
nets grown pesticide-free will be available
along with heirloom vegetables, herbs and
disease-resistant basil. Order forms are now
available at the temple office.

A Blooming Plant Sale will be held from
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 25, at Spirit of
Hope Catholic Community on Highway 62
and Charlton Road in Sunfish Lake. The sale
will feature more than 50 varieties of toma-
toes, along with perennials, vegetables and
native plants. Master Gardeners will be on site
to answer questions.

12«4 SPRING CLEANUP

This intense method of pruning should be
done when the plants are dormant or just be-
ginning to emerge in the spring. Cut the large
stems down to 6 to 8 inches above the ground,
leaving the top of the cut slightly angled so
that water will shed. Its important to make
the wound as small as possible and to avoid
tearing the bark. This pruning will result in
numerous new stems developing at the base
of the shrub. In the fall, you can thin the num-
ber of stems to open up the shrub.

Pruning should only be done with clean,
sharp tools to avoid crushing stems. Clean
and sterilize your pruners with 70 percent iso-
propyl alcohol between every shrub to avoid
spreading disease. Always prune just above a
bud and at an angle. The direction the bud is
facing will be the direction of new growth, so
choose buds that face out from the shrub to
allow for better air circulation.

Also remember that every curb on a city
street is the shoreline of a freshwater lake or
river. Anything you rake or blow into the
street will enter the storm sewer.

Discarded leaves and grass clippings are the
biggest source of the phosphorus that pollutes
our rivers, streams and lakes. Do your part to
protect water quality by raking, bagging or
composting grass clippings and other plant
debris.

Philippe Gallandat prunes select stems on
this Ninebark shrub to open it up for bet-
ter light and air penetration.

Editor’s note: Mary Maguire Lerman is a
graduate of the University of Minnesotas De-
partment of Horticulture Science. She directed
horticulture operations for the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board for 32 years and
now helps organize gardening projects at the
Temple of Aaron in Highland Park and the
St. Anthony Park Library.
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Mark Your Calendar!

Join us for our FREE
Community Education Series:

Thursday, May 9, 2019 ¢ 11:00 a.m.
Home and Fire Safety Tips

All seminars will be held at Kessler & Maguire Funeral
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Don’t lose those precious family memo-
ries to time. Bring in your old video
tapes and we will transfer them

to DVD or digital files so they may

be enjoyed for years to come. Now
through April 30th all video transfers
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So grab your tapes and stop in today!
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The following crime incidents were compiled ~ Ave., at 2:20 p.m. Thursday, April 4. drug possession. April 5.

from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Burglary—Cold Front, 490 S. Hamline
Ave., was broken into at 5:03 a.m. Thursday,
April 11.

—A burglary was reported on the 600
block of Montcalm Place at 1:42 p.m. Satur-
day, April 13.

Theft—The catalytic converter was report-
ed stolen from a vehicle on the 1300 block of
St. Paul Avenue at 11:13 a.m. Monday, April 1.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 600 block of
Kenneth Street on April 2, on the 1700 block
of West Seventh Street on April 13 and on the
2000 block of Ford Parkway on April 15.

—Thefts occurred at the T-Mobile and
AT&T stores on Ford Parkway on April 3 and
7, respectively.

—A male ran off with a $300 pair of Beats
Solo 3 headphones at 2:36 p.m. Thursday,
April 11, at the AT&T Store, 2132 Ford Pkwy.

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was
reported on the 1100 block of University
Avenue at 4:05 p.m. Tuesday, April 2.

Burglary—An 18-year-old man was ar-
rested for felony possession of burglary tools
at the Midway Target at 10:35 p.m. Thursday,
April 11.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on Marshall
Avenue and Syndicate Street between 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. Tuesday, April 2.

—Bank bags were reported missing from
the safe at Noodles & Company, 470 N.
Hamline Ave., at 2:09 p.m. Sunday, April 14.

Miscellaneous—A community notifica-
tion meeting regarding five Level III sex of-
fenders who are moving to St. Paul will be
held at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 24, at the
West District Police Station, 389 N. Hamline
Ave. The offenders include Robert Michael
Benike, 47, who has registered to live on the
1200 block of Dayton Avenue.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Dunn Brothers Coffee, 1569
Grand Ave., was broken into at 4:47 a.m.
Thursday, April 11.
Theft—A bronze plaque was stolen from a
statue at Macalester College on April 3-4.
—A male suspect stole a sweatshirt valued
at more than $1,000 from Jibba, 1326 Grand

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1800 block of
Sargent Avenue during the evening of April
4-5, on the 1700 block of Jefferson Avenue
on April 9 and on the 1200 block of Wellesley
Avenue on April 13.

—A laptop computer, lacrosse gear, a wallet
and house keys were stolen from a vehicle on
Grand and Hamline avenues between 8:30-
9:24 p.m. Friday, April 5.

—A cash machine was reported stolen
at the Lexington Hills Apartments, 360 S.
Lexington Pkwy., at 10 p.m. Monday, April 8.

—Two laptop computers were stolen from
avehicle on the 1800 block of St. Clair Avenue
at 12:18 a.m. Tuesday, April 9.

—A womans wallet was stolen at Wal-
greens, 1585 Randolph Ave., between 8
a.m.-noon Tuesday, April 9.

Assault—A male victim suffered a bloody
nose after he was hit in the head by an un-
known suspect on Cleveland and Summit
avenues at 2:57 p.m. Tuesday, April 2.

Miscellaneous—The University of St.
Thomas cancelled classes and evacuated
McNeely Hall at Grand and Cleveland av-
enues as well as surrounding buildings due to
abomb threat that was received on the morn-
ing of Wednesday, April 17. A search was
conducted, but no bomb was found and an
all-clear was issued at 4:08 p.m.

Mendota Heights

Theft—Several items were reported stolen
from a vehicle on the 100 block of E Street in
Mendota at 5 a.m. Tuesday, April 2. Other ve-
hicles in the area also were gone through. A
suspect was in custody.

—Mail was seen strewn across several yards
on Hingham Circle at 4:14 p.m. Friday, April
5. Officers returned the mail to its owner. It
appeared that other mailboxes in the area had
been gone through as well.

Miscellaneous—An officer came across
an unconscious driver whose vehicle was
stopped in the turn lane on Highway 13 and
Victoria Curve at 1:24 a.m. Friday, March 29.
When the officer got out to check on him,
the driver awoke, drove into a sign and was
arrested for DWL

—Police observed a vehicle parked on a
bike trail on the 1000 block of Highway 13
at 7:27 p.m. Sunday, March 31. The driver
apologized for parking there, saying he and
another individual were just stopping to
smoke marijuana. Multiple bags of marijuana
were recovered and the two were cited for

The Braman Brothers are members of Coldwell
Banker Burnet's elite Distinctive Homes group as well
as the International Diamond

Society and the International

Sterling Society. Over the
past 2 years, they have
sold over 120 homes.

Visit BramanBrothers.com

coLDWELL
BANKER DO

BURNET

Braman
Brothers

REAL ESTATE, LLP:

CHARLIE & JOE BRAMAN
612.643.5533

M . Parl

Burglary—A burglary was reported at a
residence at the University of St. Thomas at
11:02 a.m. Monday, April 1.

—An apartment was broken into on the
2200 block of Marshall Avenue during the
evening of April 8-9.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on Cleveland
and St. Anthony avenues on April 1-2.

—A group of around 10 people pretended
to get into a fight and then ran away to avoid
paying the tab at Denny’s, 1664 University
Ave,, at 10:26 p.m. Sunday, April 14.

Assault—A man said he was threatened
with violence by his neighbor for trimming
trees along a property line on the 2000 block
of Dayton Avenue at 7:27 p.m. Friday, April 5.

Weapons—Gunshots were reported near
Herschel Street and University Avenue at
12:45 a.m. Monday, April 8.

Miscellaneous—Police observed a loud
house party on the 2200 block of Selby Av-
enue with 20-40 individuals drinking in
the front yard at 12:20 a.m. Sunday, April 7.
When police approached to tell them to quiet
down, 50-60 people ran out of the back of the
house and another 50 or so left through the
front door. A 19-year-old female was cited for
violating the city’s social host ordinance and
giving false information to police. Two others
were cited for underage drinking.

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported at Whole Foods, 1575 Selby Ave., at
1:20 p.m. Saturday, April 6.

Theft—A 45-year-old woman was cited
for shoplifting at the Midway Walmart at 2:57
p.m. Monday, April 15. Police said it was the
fifth time she had been caught stealing there.
Previous thefts totalled thousands of dollars.

S it Hill

Robbery—A robbery with a gun was re-
ported on the 1100 block of Grand Avenue at
8 p.m. Thursday, April 11.

Burglary—A vehicle was stolen from a
garage on the 800 block of Grand Avenue
during the evening of April 3-4.

—A bicycle was stolen from the basement
of an apartment building on the 800 block of
Grand Avenue between April 4-6.

—A residence was broken into on the 400
block of Grand Avenue at 3:06 p.m. Friday,

Callfo Priing

1746 Scheffer
Highland Park

—A bag of tools was stolen from a resi-
dence on the 900 block of Goodrich Avenue
between April 6-16.

—A vehicle was stolen on Grand Avenue
and Dale Street at 10:09 a.m. Friday, April 12.

S it-Uni it

Burglary—Several items were stolen from
a garage on the 600 block of Holly Avenue on
April 4-5.

—An office at Mitchell Hamline School
of Law, 875 Summit Ave., was burglarized
between April 5-9.

—Spa MD, 165 N. Western Ave., was
broken into at 8:20 a.m. Friday, April 12.

—JLS Consulting, 595 Selby Ave., was bro-
ken into during the evening of April 15-16.

Theft—Suspects stole a cellphone from the
Jimmy Lee Recreation Center and tried to
sell it at a nearby business around 4:05 p.m.
Friday, April 5.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 300 block of
Marshall Avenue on April 6-7.

Weapons—Police received several calls
of shots fired on the 700 block of Marshall
Avenue at 9:54 p.m. Monday, April 1.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on
the 900 block of Hague Avenue at 10 p.m.
Monday, April 1.

WestEnd

Homicide—Matthew Richard Schramm,
33, was found dead inside his home on the
1700 block of Benson Avenue at 4:50 p.m.
Monday, April 15. The case was being inves-
tigated as a homicide, which would be the
seventh in St. Paul this year.

Robbery—BankCherokee, 675 Randolph
Ave., was robbed at 1:48 p.m. Tuesday, April
16.

Burglary—A 34-year-old man was ar-
rested for breaking into the office of the Bay
Street Grill, 731 Randolph Ave., at 6:09 a.m.
Wednesday, April 10. The same suspect re-
portedly broke into Joe & Stan’s Pub, 949 W.
Seventh St., between 5:30-6 that morning.

—A break-in was reported at the Schmidt
Artist Lofts, 900 W. Seventh St., during the
evening of April 12-13.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on
the 200 block of Sturgis Street at 4:30 a.m.
Monday, April 8.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from
a vehicle on the 900 block of Palace Avenue
around 1:50 a.m. Monday, April 8.
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TWENTY YEARS of anti-war protests
will be marked from 5-6 p.m. on the Lake
Street Bridge by those who have taken part
in the weekly bridge vigil. Sponsored by
Women Against Military Madness and the
Twin Cities Peace Campaign, a celebration
will follow at 6:30 p.m. at the Church of

St. Albert the Great, 2836 33rd Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. The program will include a
short video, live music, toasts and a sharing
of stories. All are welcome.

VICTORIAN PALEONTOLOGY, a
two-hour program on the rivalries and
collaborations among gentlemen scientists
and academic trailblazers in paleontology
during the Victorian era, will be offered at
5:30 and 8:30 p.m. at the Alexander Ramsey
House, 265 S. Exchange St. Available for
ages 21 and up, tickets are $26 and include

two drinks and snacks. Call 651-296-8760
or visit cart.mnhs.org.

A TOWN HALL FORUM on education
will be presented by Indivisible St. Paul
from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Hamline-Midway
Library, 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. A panel
will address ways to make St. Paul’s public
schools more equitable and better funded.
Serving on the panel will be Sara Ford of
Education Minnesota and local elected
officials, including School Board members
Steve Marchese and Mary Vanderwert.

FIND BARGAINS on good used furniture,
housewares, clothing, books, CDs, bicycles,
sporting goods, plants and much more

at the spring rummage sale held today
through April 28 in the St. Mark’s Catholic
Church parish hall, 2001 Dayton Ave. The
sale will run from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday and 9 a.m.-noon Sunday.

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY. Shred up
to five boxes of personal and confidential

GREAT 4

NUMBER OVE
GARAGE DOOR CO.

SAME DAY
SERVICE

WHY GREAT GARAGE DOOR

* FREE Estimates
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New Steel Double Door
Installed. Raised Panel or Carrage.

s 8 6 0 Non-Insulated

+ A+ Rated by BBB
 Cerified by IDA

2 SPRINGS

¢ Doors installed in 1 week or less

Don't get stuck with
a $1200 service call!

SAVE ON SERVICE

documents between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in
the offices of the Odd Couple Team, 1460
Grand Ave. The free event is sponsored by
Jason Koenig and Shane Montoya of Keller
Williams Integrity Realty.

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
invites the public to attend the opening

of the exhibit, “A Century of Civic
Engagement: The League of Women Voters
in Minnesota,” from 5-7 p.m. in the North
Gallery at Landmark Center. The exhibit
will remain on view through May 28.
Admission is free.

START SPRING OFF on the right boot:
Take part in St. Paul’s Citywide Cleanup
from 9-11:30 a.m. Volunteers are needed
to help remove a winter’s worth of refuse
from their favorite park. Supplies and
refreshments will be available at several
area parks, including Highland, Dunning,
Linwood and Carty. Take before and after
photos of the area cleaned and enter them
in the trashtag challenge at #trashtagSTP

on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram. Visit
tinyurl.com/y3odbjzp.

ROBOT FASHION SHOW, the third
annual modeling competition by robot
look-alikes clad in at least 25 percent
repurposed electronics, will be held from
6-8 p.m. at Can Can Wonderland, 755 N.
Prior Ave. Sponsored by Tech Dump, the
free event invites spectators to come and
vote for their favorite model and, while

they’re at it, drop off small electronics for
recycling. Visit techdump.org.

WOMEN EMBARKING on a mid-life
journey are invited to another session of the
Next Chapter Series from 10-11:30 a.m. at
the Jewish Family Service, 1633 W. Seventh
St. The free program will include a showing
and discussion of the podcast, “When Your
Loved Ones Don't Get It” For information,
call 651-313-6623.

SERVICE
QUALITY
VALUE

Residential
& Commercial

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will be
accepting blood donations from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at Allina Health’s Highland Clinic,
2120 Ford Pkwy. Walk-ins are welcome,
but reservations are recommended. Visit
redcrossblood.org or call 800-733-2767.

WOMEN’S DRUM CENTER, 2242
University Ave., will offer a class in hand
drums for beginners from 5:30-6:30 pm.
The cost is $10. Drums are provided.
Visit womensdrumcenter.org.

Wednesday/May1

THE CARD CLUB will meet for games of
bridge, 500 and cribbage beginning at 8:30
a.m. at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S.
Snelling Ave. New members are welcome to
join in the competition every Wednesday
at 8:30 a.m. An optional lunch is served at
noon for $10 per person.

WANT TO LINE DANCE? Veteran
teacher Dariel Allen is offering an hour-
long class at 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. Drop in any week. The cost is $5.

IN OUR OWN VOICE, a free educational
program in which two speakers share their
personal stories of living with a mental
illness and achieving recovery, will be
offered from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the
National Alliance on Mental Illness, 1919
University Ave. Suite 400. The program
includes a short video and a question and
answer session. Call 651-645-2948.

Thursday/May2

“SAVING THE PLACES WE LOVE,” a
forum on the latest findings and possible
solutions to climate change, will be held
from 7:15-9:15 a.m. at Town and Country
Club, 2279 Marshall Ave. Sponsored by the
St. Paul Sunrise Rotary Club, the program
will feature MPR meteorologist Paul
Huttner, Alan Anderson of the Northfield

Meet Russell Toscano: Former teacher of art &
drama, former actor & director, currently the artistic

director / floral mentor of Wisteria Design Studio. He
refers to himself as a die-hard theater geek, home
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chef, travel enthusiast, and eyewear freak. We admit
to being unrepentant enablers of his eyewear fetish.

©

Rotary Climate Action Team, Kathryn
Hoffman of the Center for Environmental
Advocacy, St. Paul’s chief resilience officer
Russ Stark and Nicole Rom of Climate
Generation. The cost is $25 with breakfast.

FARE FOR ALLS monthly distribution
of fresh produce and frozen meat will
take place from 10 a.m.-noon at the West
Seventh Community Center, 265 Oneida
St. The food will be available in packages

priced from $10-$25. Cash, credit and debit
cards are accepted. Call 651-298-5493.

Saturday/May4

A RUMMAGE SALE will be held from 7:30
a.m.-2 p.m. at Clement’s Episcopal Church,
901 Portland Ave. Come grab a pastry and
coffee and shop for good used household
items, books, small furniture, clothing and
miscellaneous surprises. Tours of the Cass
Gilbert-designed church will be offered
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Call 651-228-1164.

Wednesday/May8

TIPS ON GROWING tomatoes, peppers,
and potatoes will be offered at a meeting of
the Longfellow Garden Club beginning at 7
p.m. at Epworth United Methodist Church,
3207 37th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. A silent
auction on garden-related goods will be
part of the program. The public is invited.
Auction items should be dropped off by
6:50 p.m.

Thursday/May9

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER,

D-day is recalled by Beyond the Beach
author Stephen Alan Bourque and veterans
of the Normandy landings of June 6, 1944,
in a World War II History Round Table at

7 p.m. in the Visitor Center at Historic Fort
Snelling. Admission is $5, free for students
and World War II veterans. For information,
call 612-726-1171.
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The way you were

‘Marjorie Prime’ confronts meaning of
memory, limits of artificial intelligence

By FRANK JossI

contemplating the memories of her life

has a comforting companion in the form
of a hologram that looks, feels and acts like
her late husband, Walter. The hologram has
resurrected “Walter” through the wonders of
artificial intelligence, and his presence forces
Marjorie and her family to take a closer
look at the meaning of memories and who
controls them.

The play “is really about memory—what
memory means to us and how memory
makes us human,” said Elena Giannetti, who
directs the play for Prime Productions.

A troupe that specializes in plays about
women age 50 and older, Prime will open its
production of Marjorie Prime at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 26, on the thrust stage at Park
Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh Place. Written
by Jordan Harrison, the play was a finalist
for the 2015 Pulitzer Prize and in 2017 was
turned into a movie starring Jon Hamm,
Geena Davis, Tim Robbins and Lois Smith.

The drama is set in a future where
Marjorie, played by Candace Barrett Birk,
contracts for the services of a hologram
that appears as her husband did at age 30.
Marjorie is in the early stages of dementia
and recently moved in with her daughter
Tess (played by Laura Stearns) and her son-
in-law Jon (Andre Shoals).

“The mother-daughter relationship in the
play is dynamic,” Giannetti said. “It deals
with grief. It deals with loss. It asks questions
about humanity. It raises the question of what
we leave unanswered when we don't ask the
right questions”

Walter (James Rodriguez) remembers
only what Marjorie and her children choose
to tell him. Tess and Jon argue over which
memories they should share with the

In Marjorie Prime, an 85-year-old woman

------
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hologram and which memories they should
withhold. The characters also struggle with
their own identities as they are challenged by
the limits of what technology can replace.

Marjorie Prime invites audiences to
consider whether the holograms of deceased
friends or family members would be a
welcome future technological advance.

The play has sparked intense discussions
among the cast about artificial intelligence,
according to Birk, who is a resident of St.
Paul’s Lexington-Hamline neighborhood and
a longtime actor, director, arts administrator
and teacher in California and the Twin
Cities.

Marjorie has come to a point in her life
where she is spending a lot of time recalling
the past and wondering about the future,
Birk said. The idea of a hologram helping her
with memory issues is both astonishing and
disconcerting, she said.

“It’s all about how humanness and artificial
intelligence might meet and how that
would work out,” Birk said. But more than
that, “Marjorie Prime questions how we
remember, what we remember, what are the
stories we remember, who gets to remember
them, who gets to tell them, who gets to say
what's true and what gets passed on,” she
said.

Although the play centers on the mother-
daughter relationship, the two male
characters provide another dimension. Tess’
husband Jon is “a fun-loving guy who's an
instigator in a good way;” said Shoals. Jon
calms Tess, relays messages to their children
and “clearly loves his wife and wants to fix
everything,” he said.

A resident of St. Anthony Park, Shoals
has performed in musical theater for years.
A St. Paul native, he lived on the East Coast
for several years working as a dancer, singer
and actor before returning to the Twin Cities

)
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Candace Barrett Birk plays Marjorie and James Rodriguez is a hologram of her late hus-
band Walter at age 30 in Marjorie Prime, opening on April 26. pHoto Y pEVON cox

nine years ago. “It's been fun to work with a
mature group of actors gifted in their craft,
he said.

Giannetti is a veteran actor who has
concentrated on directing over the past
five years. The Macalester College graduate
formed Prime Productions in 2016 with
actress Alison Edwards and producer and
director Shelli Place. The troupes first show
in 2017 was Little Wars at Mixed Blood
Theatre, followed by Two Degrees at the
Guthrie Theater.

“Those were positive portrayals of women
over 50,” Giannetti said of Prime’s previous
two productions. One was about a famous
literary feud and the other about global
warming. “I grew up in this town, and there’s
an incredible pool of mature female talent
here” she said, “but the plays that get done
don't often represent that”

In many dramas, older women are
marginalized, given minor roles or made the
butt of jokes, Giannetti said. “The biggest

demographic in theater are mature women,
and they don't see themselves represented
on stage very often,” she said. “A lot of the
feedback we get from audiences and actors is
‘thank you for putting us on stage”

Marjorie Prime will be performed at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and at 2
p.m. Sundays through May 19. To stoke the
conversation about artificial intelligence and
memory issues, the theater will offer a series
of postshow discussions.

Professor Maria Gini of the University of
Minnesota Department of Computer Science
and Engineering will lead a discussion about
robotics and artificial intelligence following
the 2 p.m. show on April 28. Marysue Moses
of Ebenezer Memory Care will discuss ways
of treating dementia following the 7:30 p.m.
show on May 11. Minnesota Women'’s Press
will host a guest panel on “Endings” after the
7:30 p.m. show on May 17.

For ticket information, call 651-291-7005
or visit parksquaretheatre.org.

IT'S THE AGE

OF ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE,

and 85-year-old Marjorie has a
handsome new companion who's
programmed to feed the story of
her life back to her. What would
we remember, and what would
we forget, if given the chance?

PRESENTED BY

PRODUCTIONS
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PARK SQUARE THEATRE
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On the Town Briefly

Music

The Palestrina Choir from St. Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral in Dublin will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24, at the Cathedral of St.
Paul. Admission is by donation.

Istanbul-born classical guitarist Celil

Refik Kaya, three-time winner of the Guitar
Foundation of America’s International Guitar
Competition, will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 26, in Sundin Music Hall, 1531
Hewitt Ave. The Minnesota Guitar Society
concert will feature Kaya’s own compositions
and works by Granados, Mangore, Morel
and Domeniconi. Tickets are $10-$25. Visit
mnguitar.org.

Four local bands will take the stage on
Saturday, April 27, for Band Blast, a concert
featuring the local Talking Strings, rock-
and-roller Jim Steinworth, the rockabilly of
Bad Companions and the Brass Messengers.
The music begins at 7 p.m. at the CSPS Hall,
383 Michigan St. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase. Admission is a
suggested donation of $10.

“Reflections of Spring;” a concert of
American folk songs, will be presented by
the River Heights Chorale at 7 p.m. Saturday,
April 27, in St. Paul Reformation Lutheran
Church, 100 N. Oxford St., and at 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 28, at Good Shepard Lutheran
Church, 7600 E. Cahill Ave. in Inver Grove
Heights. Admission is free, though donations
will be accepted.

BandWidth, a six-hour festival featuring
the music of six community bands, will

be held at noon on Sunday, April 28, at
Landmark Center. The free event will feature
jazz, pop and Broadway tunes, marches

and concert band classics by the Capri Big
Band, Northeast Community Band, South
Washington Community Band, Capital City
Wind Ensemble, Century College Concert
Band and the host Lex-Ham Community
Band. Visit LexHamArts.org.

The Bakken Trio’s Stephanie Arado and
Pitnarry Shin will be joined by violinist
Cece Belcher, violist Sifei Cheng, pianist
Wei Yi Yang and singer Momoko Tanno in

a performance of Ravel’s Piano Trio in A
minor and Tan Dun’s Eight Colors for String
Quartet on Sunday, April 28. The music
begins at 4 p.m. at the MacPhail Center, 501
S. Second St. Tickets are $15-$25. Call 612-
584-1967 or visit bakkentrio.org.

Macalester College’s Chorale and Concert
Choir and a professional orchestra will
perform Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms in
a free concert at 8 p.m. Sunday, April 28, in
the Concert Hall of the Fine Arts Center at
Macalester. The public is invited.

Cuban vocalist Omara Portuondo, last
remaining singer from the original Buena
Vista Social Club, will bring her farewell
tour to Ordway Music Theater at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 4. Accompanying her will be
pianist Roberto Fonseca, bassist Yandy Mar-
tinez, drummer Ruly Herrera and percus-

”Step Into Tomorrow.” st paul-based TU Dance will celebrate its 15th
anniversary with shows at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 3-5, in
the O'Shaughnessy at St. Catherine University. The troupe of 10 will be joined by guest
dancers Renaldo Maurice, Demetrius McClendon, Alanna Morris-Van Tassel and Marcus
Jarrell Willis in Alvin Ailey’s wistful and sassy “Night Creature,” Ailey'’s spiritual ballet “Wit-
ness,” Ronald K. Brown’s “Where the Light Shines Through” and Jawole Willa Jo Zollar’s
“Walking With Pearl...Africa Diaries.” Tickets are $34 with discounts for students, seniors
and veterans. Call 651-690-6700 or visit theoshaughnessy.com. prHoto sy micHAEL SLOBODIAN

sionist Andres Coayo. Tickets are $48-$79.
Call 651-224-4222 or visit ordway.org.

Russian-Israeli pianist Boris Giltburg will
present an all-Rachmaninoff recital at 3

p.m. Sunday, May 5, in the Concert Hall of
the Fine Arts Center at Macalester College.
The program includes his complete preludes
for piano. Tickets are $30, $15 for full-time
students. Call 612-822-0123.

Organist Chelsea Chen, artist-in-residence
at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Man-
hattan, will give a solo recital at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7, in Hamline Church United
Methodist, 1514 Englewood Ave. Admission
is free, though donations will be accepted.

Jazz and blues pianist John Sims will
perform from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, May 9,
at Summit Brewing, 910 Montreal Circle,
as part of the Minnesota Music Coalition’s
NoVox series. Admission is free.

Exhibits

“Close to the Edge: The Birth of Hip-Hop
Architecture” is on view through June 15 at
SpringBOX, 262 University Ave. Curated
by Sekou Cooke of the Syracuse University
School of Architecture, the show explores
this new architectural movement through
the work of 25 professionals, academics and

students. Visit aia-mn.org/hip-hop.

The Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at

St. Catherine University is displaying a
retrospective of the paintings and prints
of Professor Emerita Patricia Olson; “No-
stalgic Femininity;” an exploration of the

relationship between nostalgia and gender
in Japanese woodblock prints of the late
19th century; and the work of senior studio
art major Amanda Grove. Olson will give

a gallery talk at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 2.
“Nostalgic Femininity” curator Christina
Spiker will speak at 6 p.m. Monday, May 13.
Admission is free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

The St. Paul Art Crawl, the St. Paul Art
Collective’s twice-yearly tour of galleries and
studios across the city, will return on April
26-28 to more than three dozen venues in 11
different neighborhoods. The multi-media
event will run from 6-10 p.m. Friday, noon-8
p.m. Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday.
Three dozen special events are scheduled
during the crawl. For more information or to
download a free Metro Transit bus and train
pass, visit saintpaulartcrawl.org.

“First Avenue: Stories of Minnesota’s Main-
room” will open with six hours of live music,
live deejays, tours, book signings and art
activities from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, May
4, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W.
Kellogg Blvd. The new exhibit tells the story
of the Minneapolis nightclub where many
of the top musicians of the past half century
performed. Through music, interviews,
images, artifacts and interactive displays,
visitors can relive that history. Admission is
$12, $10 for seniors and college students, $6
for children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3000.

“The Tree Show;” an exhibit of paintings,
drawings, photography, textiles, ceramics,
sculpture and installations inspired by trees,
will be displayed from May 4-25 at Vine Arts
Center, 2637 27th Ave. S. in Minneapolis.
An opening reception with live music and

(651) 699-1431

RePAIR, REFURBISH, REDESIGN

poetry will be held from 6-9 p.m. Friday, May
4. Demonstrations of botanical printmaking
will be offered from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday
May 11. Participating artists will discuss their
works from 6-8 p.m. Friday, May 17. Visit
vineartscenter.org.

“Minnesota Cloudscapes,” a collection of
large-scale abstract impressionist paintings
by Heather Friedli, will be displayed from
May 4-15 in the Landmark Gallery at
Schmidt Artist Lofts, 900 W. Seventh St.

An opening reception will be held from
6:30-9 p.m. Saturday, May 4. The gallery is
open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays. Call 248-660-3771.

FemFair, a feminist art fair sponsored by
Hamline University’s Women’s Resource
Center, will be held from noon-4 p.m.
Sunday, May 5, at Hamline’s Andersen
Center, 774 N. Snelling Ave. Artists and
craftspeople will be showing and selling their
works in painting, photography;, textiles,
jewelry, graphic design, leather and literature.
Live music, spoken word and comedy will be
featured along with refreshments.

Dance

Letters|Home, a dance-theater production
that celebrates the ways in which humans
relate to the notion of home, will be per-
formed on April 25-28 by the Macalester
College Theater and Dance Department.
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday in the
new theater of the Fine Arts Center at Mac.
Tickets are free with a donation of non-
perishable food for the Second Harvest
Heartland food shelf. Call 651-696-6359.

Theater

The Golden Record Project, a combination
drama, art installation and interactive
museum celebrating the time capsules NASA
launched into deep space in 1977, is being
staged through May 4 by Sandbox Theatre,
3109 E. 42nd St. in Minneapolis. Show times
are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Sundays.
For tickets, priced from $10-$30, visit
sandboxtheatreonline.com.

Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower, a
new folk opera by Toshi Reagon and Bernice
Johnson Reagon, will be staged at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 26, in the O’Shaughnessy at

St. Catherine University. A powerhouse
ensemble of 20 singers and musicians will
give musical life to the late futurist’s post-
apocalyptic novel of the same name. Tickets
are $27-$57 with discounts for students,
seniors and military. Call 651-690-6700.

Red Hot and Cole, a musical revue that
traces American songwriter Cole Porter’s
career from Indiana to New York, London
and Paris, will open on April 26 at Theatre in
the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis.
The scintillating mixture of biography and
song is directed by Mary Cutler with musical
direction by Christopher Stordalen and chor-

SPRING FLING

If you like it, renew it. If you hate it, remake it.
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Launch of a IuIIaby. Highland Park
saxophonist and songwriter Rose Duffy will

introduce her first children’s book, | Thank

God for You, at a launch party on Sunday, May
5, at Mancini’s Char House, 531 W. Seventh St.
The bedtime story can be sung as a lullaby,

and it comes in separate versions for boys

and girls. Duffy will sign copies of the book

from 4-5 p.m. Live music with blues artist
Scottie Miller will follow from 5-7 p.m.

eography by Brianna Belland. Show times are
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays through May 19 and at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 16. Tickets are $25. Call 612-
333-3010 or visit theatreintheround.org.

Shul, a new drama by Sheldon Wolf about
the dwindling membership of a synagogue
who must decide what to do with their old
building, keep it, sell it or share it with the
local Sikh community, will open on April 27
on the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s
stage at the Highland Park Community
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Directed by Robert
Dorfman, it stars Raye Birk, Nancy Marvy,
Charles Numrich, Joher Coleman, Avi
Aharoni, Nat Fuller, Paul Schoenack and
Dexieng Yang. The curtain rises at 8 p.m.
Saturdays, 1 p.m. Sundays, and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays through May 19,
and at 7 p.m. April 28 and 1 p.m. April 30.
Tickets are $23-$38. Call 651-647-4315 or
visit mnjewishtheatre.org.

The Gun Show, a high-caliber drama by
E.M. Lewis that aims to bridge the political
divide over gun control, will be performed
from May 3-18 by Uprising Theatre. Lauren
Diesch stars. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fri-
days, 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays, and 7:30
p.m. Mondays and Thursdays at the Off-
Leash Art Box, 4200 E. 54th St. in Minne-
apolis. Tickets are $20. Call 612-520-1230 or
visit uprisingtheatreco.com.

Family

Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy.,
will offer Baby Storytime at 10:15 and 11:15
a.m. Wednesdays; Children’s Storytime, 11
a.m. Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Mondays;
Yarn Night, 6:15 p.m. Thursday, May 2; and
a workshop in basic portrait drawing, 1 p.m.
Saturday, May 4. Call 651-695-3700.

“Raptors, Reptiles and Rocks,” a free family
program, will be presented by the Raptor
Center, the Minnesota Herpetological
Society and the Geological Society of Min-
nesota from 4-6 p.m. Friday, April 26, in
the gymnasium at St. Mark’s School, 1950
Marshall Ave. Call 651-644-3380

Story Pirates, creators of the family podcast
that takes stories written by kids and turns
them into hilarious songs and sketches, will
perform live at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 27,

at the Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave.
S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $15, $12 for
children. Visit theparkwaytheater.com.

Tuck Everlasting, a play by Mark J. Fratta-
roli based on the book by Natalie Babbitt
about aging, dying and what it means to be
immortal, will be staged from May 3-19 by
the Youth Performance Company. Morning,

afternoon and evening performances are
scheduled Thursdays through Sundays at
the Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, 1900
Nicollet Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets
are $7-$15. Call 612-623-9080.

Nan Xia: The Tramping Tiger will be
presented by the Taiwanese troupe
Shinergy Puppet Show from 6:30-8:30
p.m. Friday, May 3, at SteppingStone
Theatre, 55 N. Victoria St. The free show
is suitable for all ages.

Books

West End author Larry Millet will
discuss his new book Metropolitan
Dreams, about the ill-fated Northwestern
Guaranty Loan Building—the tallest,
largest and most splendid commercial
structure in Minneapolis when it opened
in 1890—at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 25, at
the Roseville Library, 2180 N. Hamline
Ave. Call 651-222-0701.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play
host to free readings by Jill Kalz from
her short-story collection, The Winter
Bees, at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 25; and
poets Chloe Clark, Crystal Stone, Donna
Spruijt-Metz and Debra Marquart at 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 4. Call 651-493-2791.

Hmong-American writer Kao Kalia

Yang, author of the award-winning books
Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir
and The Song Poet, will speak and read
from her works at 7 p.m. Monday, April
29, in the library of Central High School,
275 N. Lexington Pkwy. Admission is free.
Refreshments will be served, and child care
will be available.

Historian Charles C. Mann, author of
1491 and 1493, books about the state of the
New World before and after Columbus’
discovery, and The Wizard and the Prophet,
about two 20th-century scientists who laid
the groundwork for today’s environmental
movement, will speak at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
May 7, at the Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave. Admission is free.

The Great Books Discussion Group will
delve into the genre of sudden fiction with
a program on William Maxwell’s “The
Country Where Nobody Ever Grew Old
and Died” and Grace Paley’s “Wants” at 5
p.m. Wednesday, May 8, at the University
Club, 420 Summit Ave. New members are

welcome. Call 651-285-7550.

German author Takis Wiirger will discuss
his novel, The Club, about the dark secrets of
an exclusive group of privileged young men,
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 8, at Common
Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave. Admission
is free. Call 651-225-8989.

Et cetera

Festival of Nations returns from May 3-5 to
St. Paul’s RiverCentre. A celebration of the
history and cultural traditions of more than
90 ethnic groups, the event will run from
3-10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday
and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. Featured will be
cultural exhibits, folk art demonstrations,
live theater, live painting, ethnic foods,
imported gifts, and performances by more
than 300 dancers and musicians on three
stages. Tickets are $11 in advance, $13.50 at
the door, $8 for children ages 6 and up. Visit
festivalofnations.com.

A show and sale of arts and crafts by local
artists will be held from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, May 4, at J&S Bean Factory, 1518
Randolph Ave. Paintings, prints, pottery
and jewelry will be featured along with
works in glass, wood, fiber, beads and paper.
Greeting cards and herbal products will also
be available along with refreshments. For
information, call 651-699-7788.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

All hail Mac’s
national champs

Did you hear the one about the MIAC school in St. Paul

that won its third national championship in a row and

nobody wants to throw it out of the conference? It’s
true. It happened on April 14 in New London, Connecticut.
The school was Macalester College and the sport was
Division III women’s water polo.

The MIAC actually doesn’t sponsor water polo. In fact,
Macalester is the only school in the conference with a varsity
team in that sport. Still, there are other MIAC schools with
club teams in women’s water polo, which is quickly becoming
one of the growing sports in the country.

Scott Reed is the coach of the Scots, who defeated
Austin College 8-5 to win the Collegiate Water Polo
Association (CWPA) championship. It capped a 12-5 season
for Macalester, which defeated Wittenberg 17-6 in the
quarterfinals and Monmouth 13-11 in the semifinals.

“There are currently 22 teams playing at our level,” Reed
said. “We have two new ones coming in next year and two
more in two years. It's definitely a growing sport”

The CWPA is a wide-ranging association that includes
teams from all over the country. Mac rolled through the
conference slate with an 8-0 mark. It also added non-
conference meets against Virginia Military Institute,
Redlands, Chapman College and Cal Lutheran, as well as
against club teams that included St. Mary’s, Carleton and
Augustana (Illinois).

There is Division I women’s water polo with schools mainly
on the coasts. Participants include Harvard, Brown, Bucknell,
Michigan, Indiana and a lot of California colleges. Reed is
perfectly content to stay playing in Division III for now. “We
can't play against Southern California,” he said. “We created
this championship to promote growth in the sport at our
level—and it’s doing just that”

A fellow who knew little about water polo asked if the
sport is like gymnastics, which fans understand but not many
others do—a cult of sorts. “No, not really;’ Reed answered. “I
think we're a larger community than that”

The denizens at the Division III level did their homework
and mapped out a plan to follow what has happened in men’s
volleyball. It took a decade or so, but there is now a NCAA-
sponsored championship in women’s water polo at the
Division I level. When Division III gets enough teams, Reed
hopes the same thing will happen for it.

In keeping with a longstanding tradition, the roster of the
Macalester water polo team is dotted with players from 10
different states. Minnesota is not represented—for now.

“I know it’s unique to this area,” Reed said. “Hopefully,
that’ll change in time”

Macalester has been playing the sport since 2003. Reed
arrived in 2016 and turned things around in a hurry. He had
spent 16 years at George Washington University running
the men’s and women's water polo programs. His first team
at Macalester went 4-20. In his second season, the Scots beat
Washington & Jefferson College 10-9 in overtime to win the
national championship in Macalester’s Riley Pool. His next
team went 17-5 to defend that title, and now this year’s team
has made it a three-peat.

“In a way, this might have been the most satisfying because
we didn't rely on one or two people,” Reed said. “It was truly
a team effort. We played good defense in the championship
game. We had first years who contributed as much as
seniors.”

Senior Lucille Moran led the Scots in scoring with 29 goals
and junior Oriana Galasso added 21. Galasso scored three in
the championship match, as did sophomore Cara Mullery.
Senior goalie Courtney Overland recorded 14 saves and was
named player of the game. She finished the season with an
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Prep baseball preview

Coaches say part of the game is dealing with parents

By BiLL WAGNER

en high school
baseball coaches
compare notes

about the toughest tasks of
their jobs, one topic that’s
always near the top is how
to handle complaints from
so-called “helicopter par-
ents” who are upset that their
youngsters arent getting
enough playing time.

Some coaches say they
haven't had to face such com-
plaints too often, while others
admitted that some parents
have, in fact, been hostile.
They say that it’s sad to see so
many good coaches getting
out of the game because they
cant take the “unfriendly
fire?

Nova baseball coach Scott
Lindholm said he was once
accosted by an angry parent
who threatened to fight him.
Nothing came of it, but Lind-
holm said he has experienced
significant problems in the
past with angry parents. He
said the best way to ward off such situa-
tions is “to be fair and consistent, and to
start the best players.”

Another favored approach is to meet
with parents before and during the
season. “That does seem to work,” said
Roosevelt coach Dan Gynild.

In nine years as a coach, Gynild said
he has only encountered one parent who
came forward to complain. He turned
the matter over to his athletic direc-
tor and the parent soon called him to
apologize.

Central coach Adam Hunkins said
he feels fortunate that the issue hasn't
presented itself in his 14 years of coach-
ing the Minutemen. “I try to let parents
know that ’'m more than willing to talk
to them as long as it has nothing to do
with a player’s playing time,” he said.

One reason for the parental complaint
problem, according to one area coach
who preferred to remain anonymous, is
the growing influence of booster clubs
on the hiring of high school coaches.
“They shouldn’t be doing that, but they
are;” he said.

Parental pressure or not, the high
school baseball season is underway.
Here’s how the local squads stack up:

CENTRAL
League: St. Paul City
Last year’s record: 11-10
Coach: Adam Hunkins

Key players: senior infielder Liam King,
senior infielder Kyle Wichlinski, senior
center fielder Luke McElroy, senior
catcher Eric Winter, senior shortstop
Carl Voigt.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Min-
utemen have good returning infield and
outfield talent, with veterans at all four
infield spots and catcher. They have
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some unproven though talented pitch-
ing and hitting.

Outlook: Hunkins believes Central can
be right up there with Highland Park,
Johnson and Como Park. “T have high
expectations;” he said. “I can see us win-
ning the whole thing”

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Suburban East
Last year’s record: 15-7
Coach: Tony Cicalello

Key players: senior catcher Ben Gal-
laher, senior outfielder/pitcher Danny
Callahan, senior pitcher/third baseman
Brian Williams, senior outfielder/pitch-
er Abe Schwinn.

Team strengths/weaknesses: CDH has
good team speed and some pitching and
hitting skills. Still, it lacks experience on
the mound.

Outlook: Cicalello said it might be
tough for the Raiders to keep up with
Stillwater and perhaps Woodbury and
East Ridge. “We're a work in progress,”
he said. “We have some holes to fill.
We'll have to work hard?”

HENRY SIBLEY
League: Metro East
Last year’s record: 13-9
Coach: Greg Fehrman

Key players: senior shortstop Caden
Christiansen, senior catcher Nick Li-
narte, senior center fielder Anthony
Charles, senior outfielder Kodey John-
son, senior pitcher Blake Krisko, senior
pitcher Logan Woods, senior first base-
man Tommy Buell, senior outfielder Joe
Juliette.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The War-
riors have more experience this year,
which should bode well. Still, Fehrman
is hoping for the team to mature as the

Central senior infielder Kyle Wichlinski takes a cut during drills in preparation for the
start of the new baseball season. proto Y BrRAD STAUFFER

season progresses.

Outlook: The coach thinks his squad is
ready for a good late-season run toward
the top of the conference. “I like our
team a lot,” Fehrman said. “Were pretty
well-balanced?”

HIGHLAND PARK
League: St. Paul City
Last year’s record: 14-8
Coach: Chris Steenberg

Key players: senior right fielder Henry
Norby, senior pitcher Nick Lucken,
sophomore pitcher Aidan Dumond, se-
nior shortstop Benny Hughes.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Highland
has good team defense and depth, along
with some good contact hitters. The
team needs to replace last year’s first five
hitters in the lineup despite the return of
seven seniors.

Outlook: The Scots are one of four clubs
that could win the conference, along
with Central, Como and Johnson. “I
think we'll be OK;” Steenberg said. “We
have a lot of good young talent”

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 18-6
Coach: Scott Glenn

Key players: senior shortstop Noah
Dehne, senior third baseman Bennett
Theisen, senior pitcher Brock Brumley,
senior catcher Nick Wong.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minne-
haha’s pitching and defense are both ex-
cellent, but the hitting needs to improve.

Outlook: In the past three years, the
Redhawks have won two state titles and
a consolation crown. Glenn foresees

BASEBALL PREVIEW »20
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Minneapolis Athena Awards celebrate their 47th year

he 47th annual Minneapolis Athena
Awards will be presented on May 3
to 54 of the top female athletes from

public and private high schools in the greater
Minneapolis area. The two local recipients are:

Taytum Jo Rhoades

Minnehaha Academy
Sports: basketball (6-time letter winner,
captain, 4-time all-conference, 6-time section
champions, 6-time state participant, 2019
state Class AA champion, all-tournament
team, scored 1,000 career points by her junior
year, ); track (2-time letter winner, honorable
mention); cross-country (2-time letter win-

ner, section participant).

Other activities: volunteer at Regions Hos-

pital and Walker Methodist Health Center.
Scholastic achievements: National Honor
Society, Honor Roll every semester.
Post-high school plans: attend the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Duluth on a basketball
scholarship.

Kathleen Grube
Minneapolis Roosevelt

Sports: softball (5-time letter winner,
2-time captain, 2-time conference awards,
2018 Breakdown Sports featured player, start-
ing pitcher in every game for the 2017-2018
season); soccer (4-time letter winner); volley-
ball (two-time letter winner).

Other activities: volunteer at Wilderness
Canoe Base in the Boundary Waters for the

last three years, Math Team, volunteer volley-
ball coach, piano, bowled a 700 series in her
youth bowling club.

Scholastic achievements: National Honor
Society, IB Diploma candidate, class valedic-
torian, Harvard Book Award winner, 2018
National History Day winner, 3-time Minne-
sota History Day winner, scholarship winner
for the 2018 National History Academy.

Post-high school plans: taking a gap
year staying with multiple families in India
through the Rotary Club, followed by attend-
ing college.

%%

The Minneapolis Athena Awards luncheon
will be held at 11:15 a.m. Friday, May 3, at the

Kathleen Grube

Taytum Jo Rhoades

Doubletree Hotel, 7800 Normandale Blvd. in
Bloomington. Girls™ athletic announcer Allie
Cronk will be the presenter. For reservations,
email Pacy Erck at eerck@comcast.net.
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another big year as only one senior gradu-
ated from the 2018 squad and eight starters
return. “We have high expectations, he
said, tabbing Blake and Providence Acad-
emy as the Redhawks’ top competition in the
conference.

NOVA ACADEMY
League: Twin Cities Athletic
Last year’s record: 14-6
Coach: Scott Lindholm

Key players: sophomore shortstop Sam
Hingsberger, junior second baseman Kevin
Tuma, senior pitcher Bill Scheil, senior third
baseman John Hingsberger, junior center
fielder Sam Sheridan, junior left fielder Kevin
Drew.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Nova’s defense
is strong up the middle. Lindholm still wants

to see how well the team’s returning players
perform.

Outlook: The Knights likely will be chal-
lenged by Liberty Classical, but they could
win the conference for a third straight year.
“Were in a good place with our program,
Lindholm said.

ROOSEVELT
League: Minneapolis City
Last year’s record: 4-9
Coach: Dan Gynild

Key players: senior pitcher Dylan Holte,
sophomore catcher Dennis Holte, junior
pitcher/center fielder Loren Griffin, freshman
infielder Randy Pereya.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roosevelt has
good hitting and decent pitching, according
to Gynild, but there is almost no depth and
little speed.

Outlook: The Teddies will probably vie for
the league’s third spot behind Southwest and
Washburn. “It’s a rebuilding year every year,
Gynild said. “We have a pretty decent team,
though. We hope for a .500 season.”

ST. PAUL ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 7-16
Coach: Rob Thompson

Key players: senior pitcher Andrew Johnson,
senior first baseman Ryan Moore, freshman
shortstop Boden Strafelda.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPAs pitching
and defense should both be assets. Its hitting
will need work, at least early in the season.

Outlook: The Spartans had a lot of inexperi-
enced players who started in 2018 and gained
some confidence by the end of the season. “Td
like to think that we could be in the top three
in the league,” said Thompson, who named

Minnehaha and Providence Academy as two
teams to beat.

ST. THOMAS ACADEMY
League: Metro East
Last year’s record: 7-14
Coach: Matt Kelly

Key players: senior shortstop Callan Happe,
senior pitcher Joe Goulet, senior pitcher Jack
Ogle, senior pitcher Duke Coborn, senior
third baseman Patrick Walsh.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Cadets
think they have a good combo of pitching,
hitting and speed, though Kelly wants to see
the team’s baserunning improve.

Outlook: Kelly thinks STA is set to become
a serious conference contender, along with
Tartan and perhaps Mahtomedi. “We're aim-
ing for the top of the league,” Kelly said. “We
have some good seniors to mix in with the

other kids, and we have high hopes”
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excellent 8.30 goals against average and a save percentage of
around 60 percent.

Some sports are a perfect fit for schools. Such would appear
to be the case with water polo at Macalester. The fact that the
Scots are winning national championships is a bonus to be
celebrated. It may even inspire other schools to take it up. All
you need is a pool and some dedicated athletes.

during spring break. While they were there, the 17th annual
Nevis to St. Kitts race, a 2.5-mile cross-channel swim, took
place on March 31. A member of the Central swimming team
who also competes for the Minnesota Flyers, Lucy decided
that would be a good day for a swim.

She won the race in the category for 16-19 year olds with
a time of 1:11.29, which was good for 14th place overall and
fourth among all of the women who competed. The total field
numbered 250 swimmers, including Olympians Keri-Anne

Coach’s conduct still under review

By BiLL WAGNER

High School League (MSHSL) initiated an inquiry into

St. Thomas Academy swimming coach John Barnes
regarding a complaint over alleged improper behavior dur-
ing this year’s Class A state boys’ swimming meet.

STA headmaster Matthew Mohs said last week that the

It is closing in on two months since the Minnesota State

Payne and David Carry.

In an email that Sarah sent on the subject, she quoted her
daughter: “The strong current and waves made it challenging,
but it was so fun and something I've wanted to do for a long
time. I loved the clear water and being able to see turtles,
stingrays, starfish and even a small, nurse shark”

It was a little more than Mallory’s explanation. However,
just like him, Lucy apparently embraces challenges.

school and league continue to review the matter, but did
not specify when that would be completed. MSHSL spokes-
person Tim Leighton and executive director Erich Martens
declined to respond to requests to discuss the matter.

Barnes, who has led the Cadets to 14 state champion-
ships, responded to a phone call last week that he was not at
liberty to comment on the issue As a result of the MSHSL
inquiry, he was not able to coach the Cadets on the final
day of the state meet on March 2.

A different way to spend vacation time

In 1921, George Mallory became one of the first men to
attempt to climb Mount Everest. When asked why he would
do such a thing, his reply was succinct: “Because it’s there”

Mallory came to mind recently with the news of how
16-year-old Central High School junior Lucy Peterson spent
some recent time off. Lucy and her mother, Sarah, decided
to visit relatives on the island of St. Kitts in the Caribbean

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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PLANT SALES

VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS
AND PLANTS! Having a plant
sale this Spring? Check out
how it pays to blossom your
sale for as little as $12 per
issue when you advertise in
the Villager’s special category!
Call us at 651-699-1462 or send
an email to WantAds@
MyVillager.com

FOR SALE

FARM FRESH VEGGIES. Order now
for 16 weeks of chemical-free veg-
gies available June-September
from lush St. Croix River Valley to
Cathedral Hill within hours of har-
vest. Fresh goat cheese also avail-
able April-October. Learn more
about LITTLE FLOWER FARM and
order at www.littleflowerfarmcsa.
blogspot.com Small Farm. Big
Heart.

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for
holiday gifts, businesses, sales,
weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details, text
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.
com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run,
t-shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for
holiday gifts or any occasion you
are promoting. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

ESTATE SALE

MAY 2-3. Thursday-Friday, 8am-
4pm. 619 Lexington Parkway
SOUTH. Five signed guitars includ-
ing one by Bon Jovi! Furniture,
vintage posters, patio furniture,
gas grill, household and more!
Cash and checks accepted.

REAL ESTATE

HIGHLAND REALTY. Celebrating
Our 20th Anniversary! 1.5%
Listing Fee. 651-276-2696.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry.
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified
Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. | make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references.
License #RR155317. Insured.
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.
PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CONCRETE &
MASONRY

New, Repau' & Replace

Step Repair
Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

_—(o——
Save Thousands

Click through the Classifieds at

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
(lassified Categories & more information available at
www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.
All dlassifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: May 8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small
painting jobs, wallpaper removal.
612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, proficient.
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”,
651-285-3237.

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great
prices, FREE estimates. Same day
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 OhIO St.

Deadline: May 1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky
faucets to new additions. | can
save you money on electrical and
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior.
Free estimates. 651-246-2869;
www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 30+ years;
good references. 651-207-2249 c.
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Sidewalks,
steps, patios, driveways. Resurface
walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Attention
to detail. Call Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and
column bases replicated plus
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or
theturningpointwoodworks.com

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair,
creation and remodeling. Great
savings! Call for free consultation.
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle
bathrooms.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile.
Basement bath? 612-275-9815.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foun-
dation, stairs, sidewalks, tuck
pointing, small concrete. Daniel,
651-248-5757.

JOF/
I SERVICES

MyVillager.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free esti-
mates. Steps, sidewalks, drive-
ways. 30 years' experience.
651-500-0980.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co.
All types roofing/gutters. Siding,
windows/skylights. Honesty and
integrity for 50 years! Family
owned, operated. Licensed,
bonded, insured. #BC005456.
Scott, 612-701-2209.

HOME RENOVATION/REPAIR/
WET BASEMENT EXPERT. Decks,
porches, fences, gutters, doors,
windows, bathrooms and more.
Trusted, smart, quality satis-
faction. 15+ years. Paul, 651-
315-9826.

HOME SERVICES

Our Home Services category
offers handyman, moving,
window cleaning, gutter serv-
ice, clean out services, haul-
ing, etc. Advertise YOUR Home
Service in the Villager! Call us
at 651-699-1462 or send an
email to WantAds@MyVillager.
com

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,
installed. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes.
651-488-4808.

Continued page 22

LAWN SERVICE
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Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
¢ Footings e Foundations
e Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
* Garage Slabs e Driveways
* Patterned Concrete

Family Owned Since 1930

SINCE
1930

ROLL OFF

Cttes drea St
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Drainage Problems? Since 1972 * Remodeling e Ceote Tree and Shrub Maintenance
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CHILEEN
PAINTING

612.850.0325

greg@chileen.com

PAINTING

Interior & Exterior

. I\/Iortar less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651 690 = 4710 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED + BONDED < INSURED n

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration ¢ Wood Replacement
Carpentry Plus

Serving ALL of St. Paul
& Surrounding areas

651 435 3192 \

DON’T\BE LAST ON

Place yo r Lawﬁ&\Landscape\Sefv,

ChileenPainting.com p
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WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Chad Arneson

ESON
LIC# BC216011 MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN
CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
BEB,

763-482-9464

Service Directory

Don Rhoades Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 lic# EADD0S30

/
WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Wet Basement?

Call Andrew - Free Estimates

651-987-0015

Dry Basement Guys LLC
|

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 6514925216

MERRIAM PARK  fre

PAI NTI NG Estimates

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. NN
o Walloapering "
Call Ed, 651224-3660 Y,
www.mppainting.com

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation < Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952-292-2349 .’3

escobarflooring@gmail.com B3B8

W

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

651-497-9891

j§ Landscaping

<

1. & Lawn Care
“One Call... We can do it alll”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
20 years exp.w Lic. * Bonded * Ins.

WDS
Landscaping
651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

Flectrical Service

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 v

Bonded
Insured

quden bordenwinzz;vm.ﬁ;:;
! Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service

Expert Climbers e Professional Service
Treg Trimming & Removal  Stump Removal

o 651-064-3317 et

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted FREE ESTIMATES

LOCKSMVITH|

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

\/HSECURITY CORPORATION /]
< 716 SO. CLEVELAND
e 651690-4443

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTER REPAIR

95% Dust-free r
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

501 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Replace your

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

#BC738852

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior
E} e Free Estimates e References

EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454
ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair ¢ Foundation Repair
Brick ® Tuckpointing ¢ Concrete
Chimney Repair ¢ Glass Block

Windows e Sidewalks & Steps
Remodeling ¢ Painting * Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES
e 651263-6572

ROOFING
EXPERTS

— ALL TYPES —

CONSTRUCTION
AgUaS 2TpA D

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988
Free Estimates - References
651-482-0070
AustadConstruction.com
#BC320318

MyVillager
cOm

CONCRETE

Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

Rotten Wood?
[]]
8,
HY DEanD

HARMSEN

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

o |

g

r—

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & AIR

“Your L&al Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

& E-'Fb% 3IR(I)E|§II§IR *Furnace ¢ Boiler ¢A/C
Affordable Rates
Lic » Bonded ° Ins 651'228' 1303
Call Mark Larson www.hindingheating.com
651-642-5090 915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul
IMORANSH (2D
[ORAISY |aDoTY
Tagmood _oomg = Hardscape
Installation and Landscape Design
Refinishing Stone Masonry Fencing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for
a free estimate!
TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Continued

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rating
with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured.
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair.
29th year in Villager area. Fully
insured for your peace of mind.
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage.
Licensed plumbers and electricians
working with us. Everything from
basements to chimneys. Kitchens,
bathrooms, all flooring (including
hardwood), concrete, windows,
brick block, painting. Siding and
roofs. Insured. License #BC635082.
Angie’s List! BBB. Free estimates.
Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for
your peace of mind. Call us today.
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years' experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman
Services. MN License #BC665235.
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All
general repairs, large and small
projects; low rates; quality work.
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

LANDMARK TILE & Stone.
Certified Tile Installer and
Member of the National Tile
Contractors Association. Free
Estimates. Insured. Contact Tim,
651-260-9325 or tim@landmark
tradesmn.com

*SPRING GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again!
Protect your roof and have your
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan,
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

JACKSON’'S HANDYMAN Services.
Get it fixed right! Specializing in
work for seniors. 651-208-5996.
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-
Grouting, Re-Caulking, Sealing,
Tile Repair & Restoration. Call
Alex @ 651-343-0014 or visit
HohnandHohnRestoration.com

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New
or repairs. Lic. #8C581059. Troy's
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW and
Gutter Cleaning. Save 25% when
you book both services! Call today
for a quote. 612-389-9553. www.
metrowidemn.com

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORK-
MANSHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR
PAINTING. STRIPPING, STAINING.
PLASTER, SHEETROCK REPAIR.
TEXTURING. DECK & FENCE
STAINING. SATISFACTION GUAR-
ANTEED. CALL MARTEY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE, 651-917-7982.
FULLY INSURED.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

Few things add more curb ap-
peal than a thick, healthy lawn
showcasing beautifully land-
scaped property. Advertise
your business in the Lawn and
Landscape Classifieds in up-
coming Villagers. Call 651-699-
1462 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts,
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local/family owned.
Commercial/Residential. The
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping.
Design. Tree, shrub and plant
knowledge, installation, grad-
ing, sodding, beds and gardens.
Paver patios/walks/drives. Versa-
Lok retaining walls. 651-227-2584;
www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching,
tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow
Removal. Hedge trimming.
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*

Spring specials: cleanups and lawn
service. Call Jim, 612-245-6932.

AFFORDABLE SEASONAL LAWN
MOWING & GUTTER CLEANING.
This season goes by fast so enjoy
YOUR time making memories
and let us do the WORK for you!
Experienced, insured and afford-
able! Call for free estimates on
lawn care, gutter cleaning, and
clean ups! Stay safe and off of
your roof! Call True Clean Gutters
LLC, 612-223-4137.

*MONTHLY MOWING*

Starting at $110/month. 651-
276-4396. SorensenLawnCare.
com

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years
in St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FREDDIE'S LAWN. Commercial.
Residential. Weekly/bi-weekly.
Mowing, fertilizing, dethatching.
Low rates. Senior discounts. 651-
442-0993. freddieslawnandsnow.
com

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush re-
moval, light tree trimming, roto-
tilling. Jud, 651-230-2354.

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Large or
small. Experienced, reliable and
rea$onable. Terry, 651-647-6078.

SPRING CLEANUPS/MOWING.
1. Property Clean Up. 2. Lawn
Aeration/Mowing. Choose either
option or combo. Call for a quote:
651-983-4071.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced.
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality
Service/Good Pricing. Residential
and commercial cleaning. 770-
837-1333.

TWO SISTERS Cleaning Service.
Honest, dedicated and profes-
sional. Commercial/Residential.
Chelsea & Ruth, 651-447-9084.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651-
245-9027.
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COMMERCIAL CLEANING

HODGES CLEANING Company.
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

BEAUTY PRODUCTS

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware
removal, networking wired and
wireless, installation. Great rates.
10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276.
474 Hamline.

TV & INTERNET cost reductions/
help. Cable cutting, WiFi, startup.
Reasonable. 651-955-9394.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing.
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs,
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable
and local. 25+ years' experience.
Text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

FREE WEDDING Officiant. 25+
years' experience. 612-964-0859.
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.
com

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular.
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651-
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my cozy
home ... or yours. Trish, 651-

w
o
T‘
o
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o

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

NUTRITION

NUTRITION CONSULTATION for
weight management and medical
conditions. Dr. Susan Raatz,
Nutritionist, LLC. 1539 Grand
Avenue. 612-385-2567 or www.
drsusunutrition.com

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be
sure to investigate references. To
obtain a list of licensed day care
providers in the area, call 651-641-
0332.

SUMMER NANNY. College stu-
dent seeking full time position.
Red Cross certified, has car, great
references. Miller, 651-604-7050.

PERSONAL COUNSELING

PERSONAL COUNSELING for indi-
viduals and couples. Free initial
consultation. 333 Grand Avenue.
www.CedarwoodCounseling.com

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
HighlandTailors.com

HELP WANTED

FLOWER DELIVERY. Part-time.
Seeking enthusiastic person to de-
liver flowers and make peoples
day when they receive a gift.
Perfect job for retired person 1-2
days per week and 1 Saturday per
month. Have a flexible schedule
being able to work full-time prior
to floral holidays. Great exercise
with a lot of walking and meeting
people. Must have clean driving
record and ability to lift. Apply in
person to: Tom at A. Johnson &
Sons Florist, 1738 Grand Avenue,
St. Paul. 651-698-6000.

AGE 55+ WORKERS needed for PT
custodial work at the Fort Snelling
State Park. Contact Green View,
651-639-1913.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in
the Highland Park and Crocus
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111
today for rental information on
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

1740 VAN BUREN. Newly re-
furbished 3 bedroom duplex.
Unfinished basement and attic.
$1350 plus utilities. Trash is paid.
Please contact Mary Molin-
Thomas, 651-442-9069.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

GRAND AVENUE. Prime 1 and 2+
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants,
therapists, body work, etc.
Adjacent shops and parking. From
$350. Contact Sue @ 612-
824-7000, extension 32.
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jerry Wing

e

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

o Interior & Exterior Painting

e Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
o Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

o Ceiling Texturing/Repair

METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES

Tuckpointin
Chlj:nneys 9

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

PanianConstruction.com
Repair & Rebuild

CITIES MAs
“w ‘N Custom Brick & Stone o

"Repair Masters"
Chimneys « Steps « Walkways « Patios * Fireplaces ¢+ Retaining Walls

NRY

Owner Operated | www.twincitiesmasonry.com | Bonded & Insured

612-702-9210

Friendly Professional Service

FREE ESTIMATES 35 Years Experience
Licensed, Insured, Interior/Exterior Pani C tructi
Serving the Twin Cities for 20+ years! anian Lonstruction
www.IndyPainting.net 651-373-1264

61 2 -781 - IN DY Est. 1976 #B(319518

“>=<=" Weaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Xiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651 644-6551 Mobie: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Mark Steigauf 651-698-0395

BASEMENT WINDOW GU
Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

0

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

lic. * Bonded * Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

SfIESS
LUMBING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years )

PATES
m PatesRoofing.com

n ﬂ ﬂ FI N E Licensed - Bonded - Insured Lic. #RR155317

-
BBB

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING

® Privacy or ornamental fencing ¢ Shrub & tree planting
* Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

Custom design
installation

® Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways
o Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

Eanl

Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

> Repair

Member

National
@ Wood Flooring
Association

Floor Sanding
*Sanding > Install > Refinishing
>Maintenance

612-290-15335

Hoger’s ASHTREATMENTS ‘"Infuse it or LOSE it"

Tr e e Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

A *Trimming <Removals < Stumps
service

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates
Certified Arborist

651 699-1022 (c)s12 414-9241 FOYEItree.com

Burton's Rain |-
Gutter Service |

e Clean ¢ Repair e Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com k;

= —

Affordable Rates Year Round
Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service

b

ALL )SSONS Stump Grinding
TREE SERVICE Ireeé&ShrubPruning & More
"""""""""" 24 HR Emergency Service @y

allseasonstreemn.com

Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp 651-690-3200 B%B

rating

Tune up your mower NOW! 2

We service most makes and sell NEW! Zonna
ee In business since 1989 -.

ECHO

444 N. Prior ¢ St. Paul 55104 ¢ 651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com  © Established 1989 +

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Mike
MoHs

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com
Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights « Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ¢ Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 50005456)

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

Serving area since 1973

51699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

1932 St. Clair Ave.

KELLY

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Lic. #3575M8

WWW.

landscapesbyscott

Livingspace

Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

.com

LANDSCAPES

Join the more than 6,000
people who follow the
Villager on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

BUILDING THE FUTURE -

RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!

Experts specializing in...
@ Patching
® New Stucco

® Re-Stucco

SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

ah

Aaron Cole
\ EVE !'
&N

Lance Smith



KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

SUE DRUDE NOYES

651-248-2077

DANIEL BUCHEN
651-431-8833

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697

ﬁ. v |
JENNIFER DEUTSCH
651-447-9776

)

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

cbburnet.com

COMING SOON!

Light-filled and charming Mac Groveland
home features newl?/ remodeled gorgeous
kitchen, beautifully landscaped back yard
with spacious deck for summer
entertaining and enjoyment!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, ci
651-329-1264

464 FRONTENAG

Adorable mid century modern that has
been newly renovated. The home features
a new kitchen, two new baths, three bed-
rooms and main floor fam-

ily room overlooking the

private backyard.

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-432-4771 + $399,900

St

MOVE-IN READY TOWNHOME!

This townhome features 3 bedrooms, updat-
ed baths/kitchen, lower level family room, and
a rare private fenced in backyard with patio.
Sun filled rooms and wonderful -
storage. Convenient location!

Contact Moraghan for additional

information.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697 * $199,900

815 CALIFORNIA

Spacious 2 bedroom home. Updated kitchen

and bath. Large family room with fireplace.

Potential for 3rd bedroom in lower level. 2 car

%arage. Convenient Como location. -
ontact Moraghan for additional

information.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697 * $219,900

"
F*._f-;i__l
HOME SELLER SEMINARS!
Issellingahomeinyourfuture? Maybein2019?
Come to learn the basics steps! No obligation!
No pressure! Just GREAT information!
Saturday, April 27, 9-10am AND
Thursday, May 2, 7-8pm. Call
or email for more information!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, ci
651-329-1264

JUST LISTED - TUDOR DUP

Absolutely immaculate, totally ren-
ovated and updated 2 family" home
in heart of Highland Park. Gorgeous
natural woodwork/millwork
throughout. Three new

ceramic tile baths, deck

and patio.

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659 » $484,900

COMING SOON!!!
1929 Sargent Ave: This 3 bedroom,
2 story home offers fabulous potential
with main floor family room, 2 bath on
main floor, fireplace, and
fenced yard. Needs updat-

ing.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 » $299,900

coLbweLL
BANKER

BURNET

Making Dreams Come Home"

PREMIER OFFER!

5BR, 4BA late mid-century gem with all origi-
nality intact and in absolutely mint condition!
Numerous improvements include inground pool,
3 car gar, windows and more!

Majestic bluff views and conve-

niently located to everything! Rare

opportunity! Call Lolly for details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $699,900

HOME OF FRANK B. KELLOGG!

This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000
sq ft, breathtakingi interiors, inlaid and Pegged
floors, a %2 acre lot with reflecting pool and a
carriage house. This was an ASID

showcase home in 2004 and is

a designated National Historic

Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

SARAH KINNEY \
651-282-9621 » $2,295,000

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

FABULOUS HIGHLAND PARK HOME!
Completely renovated 3 bedrooms, 2
bath 2265 sq. ft, hardwood floors,
natural woodwork. New eat-in kitchen.
3 car garage.

SARAH KIINNEY
651-231-2211 » $565,000
DANIEL BUCHER
651-431-8833 * $565,000

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619

SOPHISTICATED SUMMIT AVENUE!
Discover this sun-splashed 2BR, 3BA end unit
townhome, boasting lovely hrdwd, soaring vault-
ed ceilings, 2 fireplaces, inviting den. Owner's
suite with 3/4 bath, walk-in closet. .
Family room, private patio, deck,

2-car. 729 Summit Avenue. *click

on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300  $519,500

SOLD IN 4 DAYS!
Professional staging advice, outstandin
photography, & great marketing helped sell
this 4 BR/T BA Summit Hill home quickly.
Considering selling? We'd love to help you
write your next chapter.
MIGHAELA TOOHEY
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-282-9617
$325,000

JUST LISTED!!

1181 Edgcumbe Rd #106: Affordable
1 bedroom condo freshly painted and
carpeted with in-unit washer/dryer and
one garage stall. Great

building with party room,

library, card room, and

exercise room.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 « $70,000

el
o

TWO BLOCKS TO CHEROKEE PARK!

Sweet updated craftsman with enameled
wood work, granite and stainless - all the
charm of the era with master suite expansion
and 2nd main floor full bath.

Front porch and future expan-

sion possibilities in the lower

level. Call Lolly for details!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

]
GLASSIC CATHEDRAL HILL GONDO!
This classic features 3BRs, 2BA, fireplace, sun
room, hardwood floors & over 1700 finished
square feet in Cochran Park Condominiums. You
will enjoy the sunny & bright open
floor plan with many large windows
on 3 sides and beautiful natural
woodwork.. 436 Holly Ave #3.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $329,000

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.

651-227-9144

CGLASSIC HIGHLAND PARK RAMBLER!!
Location-Location-Location! Vintage 3BR, 2BA,
situated on an exceptional lot. Enjoy fireplace, open
layout between living/dining rooms, owner’s suite,
2-car garage, beautiful setting.

Contact Tom for a private showing!

2177 Upper St. Dennis Rd. *click

on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, agr
651-695-4300

%

ORIGINAL GHARAGTER, MODERN GOMFORT!
Enchanting 3-bedroom, 3-bath two story is
accented with 3orgeous hardwood floors, 2 fire-
places, formal dining, updated kitchen with gran-
ite. Main floor family room, study,
sparkling sunroom, brick patio,
2-carl 2097 Goodrich Avenue.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

EXPEGT TO BE ENVIED!!

743 Goodrich Ave: Stunning 5 bed-
room brick home designed by Clarence
Johnston featuring a spectacular kitchen,
entertainment sized living and

dining rooms, cozy main floor

den, and an amazing 3rd floor

game room.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $1,495,000

JUST STEPS TO THE VILLAGE!
The walk-ability factor is off the charts!!
Two bedroom expansion with new kitchen
and bath with more room to expand in
the lower level - great place
to start and literally be near
everything that is Highland
Village! Call Lolly for details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

HISTORIC COMMODORE CONDO!
Complete renovation in 2016, this
Historic Commodore Condo features
2 bedroom 2 bath and underground
parking, in- unit washer and

drger. Close to shops and

fabulous restaurants.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 « $395,000

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

DEBBIE WHITAKER
612-532-1490

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

?‘K&

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

PATRICK RUBLE
651-230-0903

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

T) PIERRET
651-755-6669

DAVID NOVES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621



