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Loving a snowy day. Friends Neil Rohr, Max Frasch, Julian Glaser Allen
and Alison Frasch fall head over heels for winter while playing on the snowbanks of the
Town & Country Club in Merriam Park. proto BY BrRAD STAUFFER

Second six-story
building eyed for
site near stadium

Plan includes market-rate
apartments and restaurant

BY JANE MCCLURE

Avenue across from the new Allianz Field

soccer stadium were unveiled last month
by Scannell Properties. The Indianapolis-based
developer will return to the Union Park District
Council's Land Use Committee on February 18 to
seek its support for a conditional use permit and
floor area ratio variance for the building, which
would house a restaurant on the first floor and
120 market-rate apartments above.

The property is zoned for traditional neighbor-
hoods 3, which allows building heights of up to
55 feet without a conditional use permit. A height
of about 75 feet is being proposed, and the great-
er height creates the need for a floor area ratio
variance.

Plans for a six-story building on Snelling

SCANNELL DEVELOPMENT »2

Citizens debate future direction of St. Paul

Commission sifts through
over 1,000 comments on
2040 Comprehensive Plan

By JANE McCLURE

itizens have had a lot to say about St. Paul’s
C204O Comprehensive Plan. The proposed

blueprint for development over the next
20 years is headed for a St. Paul Planning Com-
mission vote early this spring and a public hear-
ing and vote by the City Council in June. Howev-
er, the Planning Commission must first complete
its review of more than 1,000 comments, includ-
ing the testimony received at a January 11 public
hearing.

The testimony was mostly favorable, although
there were calls for more housing density, more
affordable housing, new protections for parks
and open spaces, a stronger emphasis on eco-
nomic development and multi-modal transpor-
tation, and new provisions for addressing gaps in
racial and economic equity.

The 2040 Comprehensive Plan will guide pri-
vate developers and the city in seeking future
zoning changes and awarding capital improve-

489 Grand Hill, St. Paul, MN
$2,290,000 | 489GrandHill.com

ment funds and tax-increment financing. Six of
the plan’s chapters are undergoing final Planning
Commission revisions, including those on land
use; transportation; housing; heritage preserva-
tion; water management; and parks, recreation
and open spaces. The seventh and final chapter,
covering the Mississippi River Corridor Critical
Area, also needs more work and will have a sepa-
rate public hearing later this year.

Some of the speakers on January 11 wanted
St. Paul’s plan to be similar to the comprehensive
plan adopted by the Minneapolis City Council
earlier this winter. Unlike the Minneapolis plan,
which calls for the upzoning of single-family
properties across the city, St. Paul's plan desig-
nates 56 neighborhood nodes and 30 larger op-
portunity sites where more dense commercial
and residential developments are encouraged.

Designated as opportunity sites are the old
Ford Plant and the vacant Johnson Brothers
property in Highland Park, Island Station on the
West End, the former Amtrak station and Wey-
erhaeuser lumberyard in the West Midway, the
Goodwill parking lot at Fairview and University
avenues, the lots north of the Midway SuperTar-
get, UniDale Mall, the Sears site, Seven Corners,
Wabasha Court and the West Publishing site.

Every Green Line station area is identified as

NORTON REALTY

To learn more, call or visit us at:
651.760.8370 | NortonRealty.com

a neighborhood node. So are the intersections
of Selby Avenue with Western, Dale, Milton and
Snelling avenues; Grand Avenue with West Sev-
enth, Victoria and Fairview avenues; Cleveland
Avenue with Marshall and St. Clair avenues;
West Seventh Street with Kellogg Boulevard, St.
Clair, Randolph and Maynard Drive; and Ran-
dolph and Hamline avenues.

Being identified as a neighborhood node or
opportunity site does not constitute a rezon-
ing nor ensure that development will happen.
However, it does send a signal to developers that
these are places where St. Paul would welcome
redevelopment, according to city planner Anton
Jerve.

City officials will be pursuing a separate study
of whether or not to allow more triplexes and
fourplexes in single-family zones. However, the
proposed 2040 Plan does address the so-called
“missing middle” in housing by recommending
ways to add buildings of between four and 20
apartments.

The city has held close to 70 listening sessions
on the plan over the past few years. Its Advisory
Committee on Aging was extensively involved in
the planning process. Recommendations from
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1<« SCANNELL DEVELOPMENT

Scannell plans to demolish the two
buildings at 441 and 453 N. Snelling
Ave., which housed a Furniture Barn
store for many years. One of the build-
ings is now vacant and the other is being
used temporarily by Mortenson Con-
struction, lead contractor on the Major
League Soccer stadium. A small retail
building that houses World of Wireless
at 457 N. Snelling Ave. is not part of the
development.

Scannell presented its plans on Janu-
ary 28 at a meeting of more than 40 lo-
cal residents and congregants at Central
Baptist Church, which is located south-
west of the proposed development at
420 N. Roy St. The project will mean
big changes for Central Baptist as well as
Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 436 N.
Roy St., which would share an alley with
the new building.

Bethlehem Lutheran is the home of
two congregations and Open Hands
Midway, a social service program. Scott
Simmons, interim pastor at Bethlehem
Lutheran, noted that both churches do
a lot to serve the Midway area’s low-in-
come and homeless populations. Open
Hands Midway operates a food shelfand
clothing closet and serves meals each
week to the poor. “We have a significant
homeless population in this area,” Sim-
mons said, “and the homeless are not
going away.’

Concerns were raised at the meeting
about spillover parking from the devel-
opment and increased traffic conges-
tion. “I don't know where people are
going to park,” said Bethlehem Luther-
an member Steve Hendricks. Church
members and local residents are already
concerned about the parking impact
from the soccer stadium, which will host
its first game this spring.

Traftic on Snelling is another concern.
The turn lane for vehicles moving from
northbound Snelling to westbound
Shields Avenue is relatively short, and
traffic already backs up there. Scannell

An artist’s rendering of Scannell Properties’ plan for 120 market-rate apart-
ments on the northwest corner of Snelling and Shields avenues.

has hired Wenck Associates to conduct
a traffic study, and hopes to be able to
address the neighborhood’s traffic con-
cerns.

Simmons and church members ques-
tioned the construction of market-rate
housing, saying the area needs more
housing that is affordable for people
with low incomes. They would like
Scannell to include at least a few apart-
ments for low-income residents.

John Lassaux, development manager
for Scannell, said the company will work
with the churches to address the impact
of the new building. Scannell is also
working with Wellington Management,
which is developing a six-story build-
ing immediately to the south (see story
below).

Scannell has offices across the coun-
try, including one in Minneapolis. The
51-year-old firm specialized in indus-
trial and office development for many
years before taking on multifamily and
mixed-use developments four years ago.
Since then, the company has built about
1,200 housing units.

In the Twin Cities, Scannell has in-
vested more than $150 million in devel-
opments. Recent projects include 700 on
Washington, a six-story mixed-use stu-
dent apartment building near the Uni-
versity of Minnesota East Bank campus,

and the Landings, a hotel, condomini-
um and restaurant complex in Wayzata.

Scannell is working with Cuningham
Group architects on the Snelling project.
The building would have underground
parking, five floors of apartments and
about 5,700 square feet of commercial
space on the first floor, including a res-
taurant and lobby at the corner of Snel-
ling and Shields.

The apartments would be small and
standard-size studio, one-, two- and
three-bedroom units with rents starting
at around $1,100. Seventy-two parking
spaces are planned for tenants and 15
parking spaces for business employees
and customers.

According to Lassaux, the apartments
will be marketed to people who do not
own cars. Tenants will be encouraged to
bicycle and use mass transit. Bike park-
ing, bike rental and a “bike lounge” are
among the planned amenities.

The proposed building is located just
a block south of the Green Line light-rail
and A Line bus-rapid transit stations.
Tenants would be given a one-time bus
pass when they move in, according to
Lassaux. Scannell would also like to
eliminate the seven parking meters on
Snelling in front of the proposed build-
ing and improve the streetscape there,
he said.

Wellington scales back six-story housing project

MnDOT parcel deemed
too costly by developer

By JANE MCCLURE

igher than anticipated costs for
Hstate-owned property on the

northwest corner of Snelling
and St. Anthony avenues have forced
Wellington Management to scale back
its proposed mixed-use development
across from the new Allianz Field soccer
stadium. The developer is still planning
a six-story building with a required con-
ditional use permit and continuation
of a nonconforming use from the city,
but only for the parcel now occupied by
Bremer Bank at 427 N. Snelling Ave.

Wellington had hoped to include
the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) property south of
Bremer Bank, but the purchase price
was too high, according to Wellington
development associate Casey Dziewec-
zynski.

MnDOT did not respond to requests
for comment. The property is listed on
the MnDOT website for a minimum bid
of $1.15 million. It was purchased by the
state in the early 1960s when 1-94 was
built and has been vacant ever since.

The Union Park District Council
(UPDC) land use committee will review
Wellington's new plans on February 18
before making a recommendation on
the city permit requests. Wellington
hopes to begin construction this year

and complete the project in 2020. The
developer has not ruled out adding the
MnDOT parcel in the future, “but we
don’t wish to wait,” Dzieweczynski said.
“That could be a phase two of the proj-
ect”

With the smaller site, Wellington has
reduced the size of the building. Instead
of 200, it would have 156 micro, studio,
one- and two-bedroom apartments. The
first floor would include a 2,500-square-
foot Bremer Bank and additional com-
mercial spaces of 10,000 and 2,200
square feet. Wellington is in talks with
Walgreens for leasing the larger space.
The plan is to have two levels of below-
grade parking.

The redevelopment site is zoned for
traditional neighborhoods 3, which has
a maximum height of five stories with-
out a conditional use permit. Wellington
also needs city approval for Bremer Bank
to continue to provide drive-through
service. If Walgreens moves in, it too is
likely to want drive-through service.

Dzieweczynski informed the UPDC
land use committee about Wellington’s
revised plans on January 28. The new
apartments would be market-rate, start-
ing at about $1,100 per month. That met
pushback from some of the four dozen
people at the January 28 meeting.

Dzieweczynski agreed with the need
for affordable housing. However, he
added, Wellington’s building would
represent some of the first market-rate
housing to be built near University Av-
enue since the light-rail Green Line be-

gan operations. Almost all of the new
housing from downtown St. Paul to
Fairview Avenue has been subsidized
for low-income residents, he said.

Representatives of Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church at 436 N. Roy St. said
they are concerned about the lack of
affordable housing in Wellington's plan
as well as Scannell Developments plan
for a six-story apartment building just
to the north (see story above). Monthly
rents would be about $1,600 for a one-
bedroom and $1,800 for a two-bedroom
apartment.

Market studies have shown that apart-
ments at the rents proposed by Welling-
ton and Scannell are in demand in the
area, Dzieweczynski said. He cited the
regions very low apartment vacancy rate
of around 2 percent.

According to Dzieweczynski, Welling-
ton is interested in participating in a city
program that is now under discussion
that would offer incentives for landlords
to hold down rents. Like Minneapolis
4d Affordable Housing Incentive, the St.
Paul program would offer property tax
reductions to the owners of apartment
buildings who keep 20 percent or more
of their rental units affordable.

Wellington will work with Central
Baptist Church on a new parking lot to
replace the off-street parking spaces that
the church is now sharing at Bremer
Bank. The church and developer are also
working on plans to vacate the portion
of the north-south alley that lies directly
between their properties.
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Council delays vote on Concordia U purchase

City officials hesitant
to let Midway bldg.
become tax-exempt

BY JANE MCCLURE

oncerns about the loss of prop-
‘ erty taxes and allowing a cam-

pus expansion without a formal
boundary change have for the second
time in three weeks postponed a vote
by the St. Paul City Council on Concor-
dia University’s purchase of the Central
Midway Building at 393 Dunlap St. A
council decision on Concordia’s request
for a $5.5 million conduit revenue bond
is now scheduled for February 20.

Concordia is located directly across
I-94 from Central Midway, which is the
former Central Medical Building, and it
is now leasing 3% of the building’s nine
floors.

Conduit revenue bonds are routinely
issued to nonprofit organizations by lo-
cal units of government acting as a fi-
nancing pass-through. St. Paul has used
up its annual conduit bonding alloca-
tion, so Concordia approached the St.
Paul Port Authority. The Port Author-
ity board approved the bond issue on
January 22, but City Council approval
is also needed. The request would then
go to the Minnesota Department of Em-
ployment and Economic Development
(DEED) for final action.

The City Council in January laid over
Concordias request, citing concerns
about more commercial property being
removed from the city’s tax rolls. Coun-
cil members also criticized the Port Au-
thority for late notice on the request and
for not getting them all of the informa-
tion they need to make a decision.

Ward 7 council member Jane Prince
cited the city’s large investment in the
light-rail Green Line less than a quarter-
mile away and the promise of a larger
property tax base in that transit corridor.

“The tax potential of (the Central Mid-
way) parcel is not going down,” she said.
“We need to get real”

According to Concordia president
Tom Reis, the portion of the Central
Midway Building that the university is
currently leasing will become tax-ex-
empt if and when Concordia purchases
the building. However, the portion of the
building that will continue to be leased
to private for-profit businesses will stay
on the tax rolls, and that provides about
$40,000 in revenue each year for the city
alone.

Central Midway has a market value of
$5.26 million, but Reis said the universi-
ty will be investing much more than that
in the building. “Were extremely aware
of the tax consequences and the impacts
on city revenues,” he said. However, he
added, if the building should see a “sig-
nificant” increase in market value, the
higher property taxes the city receives
from the for-profit entities in Central
Midway could make up the difference.

“Somehow we have to pay the bills,”
said City Council president Amy Brend-
moen. Although universities and other
nonprofit organizations add vibrancy
and good-paying jobs, those benefits
have to be weighed against property tax
impacts, she said.

“There are no assurances on what this
means going forward,” said Ward 2 City
Council member Rebecca Noecker. She
and other council members pressed for
information on the number of for-profit
tenants the building will have.

Concordia began leasing space at
Central Midway four years ago, and it
has moved its doctor of physical therapy
and nursing programs, several faculty
offices and its offices of advancement
and alumni relations into the building.
The university has seen an 80 percent
growth in enrollment in recent years
and now has close to 5,000 students,
Reis said.

According to Reis, Concordias in-
tent is to occupy about half of Central

Midway’s floor space. Existing for-profit
tenants will remain, and more could be
added, he said. The university would
like to enhance its health curriculum by
having students work with outside clin-
ics in the building, he added.

Concordia could choose to buy the
building without the bond issue, but
using the bonds would save the univer-
sity about $60,000 per year in interest.
Among St. Pauls colleges and univer-
sities, “were a bit unique in that we’re
poor,” Reis said. The university has a rel-
atively small endowment and is tuition-
dependent, he added, but it is growing
and needs more space than what is avail-
able on the main campus.

Prince pressed Reis to consider the
possibility of a payment to the city in
lieu of property taxes. The owners of
tax-exempt property in St. Paul do pay
for some city services, but not as much
as they did several years ago when the
city had its larger right-of-way mainte-
nance assessment program. Those fees
were greatly reduced following a suc-
cessful legal challenge by several tax-
exempt organizations.

Reis did not rule out payments in lieu
of taxes in the future, but said that two
weeks was not enough time for Concor-
dia officials to answer that question.

Prince raised the issue of Central
Midway’s location outside of Concor-
dias city-approved campus boundary.
The University of St. Thomas and Ham-
line University have clashed with neigh-
bors in recent years over the purchase
of property outside of their boundaries.
“A campus expansion requires a condi-
tional use permit process;” Prince said.
“It’s a big deal”

Peter Klein, the Port Authority’s vice
president for finance, informed the City
Council in January that delaying the
building purchase may cause a hardship
for Concordia. Reis said there is no set
timeline for the purchase, but the uni-
versity needs to act soon.

1< ST. PAUL'S 2040 PLAN

the committee’s recent Reframing Aging
report were added to the plan, including
strategies for making it easier for people
to age in their neighborhoods.
Highland Park resident Rick Varco
urged the Planning Commission to fol-
low Minneapolis’ lead and eliminate
single-family zoning. “We’re a prosper-
ous city, but too much of that prosperity
is confined to certain sections of the city
and certain colors of people;” Varco said.
Rezoning for higher density can open up
neighborhoods to everybody, he added.
St. Paul’s proposed 2040 plan reduces
the off-street parking requirements for
new construction. Hamline-Midway
resident Zack Messinger spoke for

eliminating the parking requirements
entirely. Parking lots, he said, are “an
inefficient land use,” and the city has an
abundance of parking spaces that are
not used.

Summit Avenue resident Tom Darling
said the city needs to protect its historic
areas. He wondered how the plan’s push
for more housing density would affect
that. “Summit Avenue is a special place,
and it needs protection,” Darling said. “I
worry that we may throw the baby out
with the bath water and lose the things
that make St. Paul special if we aren’t
very careful”

Peter Berglund of Macalester-Grove-
land spoke for an increased emphasis
on mass transit, more sidewalks and
bus shelters. “One of the worst things is

standing out in the rain and the cold and
the wind waiting for a bus,” he said.

Shirley Erstad, executive director of
Friends of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul
and Ramsey County, said the plan needs
stronger protections for city park lands.
She noted that the city has no specific
zoning category for parks, even though
that has been discussed for many years.
According to Erstad, the plan needs to
spell out the provision in the city charter
prohibiting development from causing a
net loss in park land.

Following its adoption by the City
Council, St. Paul's 2040 Comprehensive
Plan will be forwarded to the Metropoli-
tan Council for inclusion in the regions
2040 plan.
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Public sounds off on Crosby-Hidden Falls Park master plan

By JANE McCLURE

he St. Paul Department of Parks and Recreation has

unveiled a master plan for improving Hidden Falls and

Crosby Farm parks that includes better trails for pedes-
trians and bicyclists, a nature-themed play area, more kayak
and boat launching areas, a new environmental learning cen-
ter and more gathering places with fire pits.

More than 80 people squeezed into a meeting room at the
Jewish Community Center on February 6 to view the plans
and weigh in with comments. They were invited to cast votes
on which of the improvements they would like to see first, in-
cluding improved vehicle access, more signage, better rustic
trails and more space for cultural events. The city has $500,000
to spend on improving the parks in 2019 and 2020.

Public comments on the parks’ master plan may be submit-
ted between February 22 and March 22. For information, visit
tinyurl.com/y9o5whes. The city’s goal is to have a plan for the
St. Paul Parks and Recreation Commission and City Council
to approve this spring, according to Anne Gardner, project
manager in the Parks and Recreation Department. Because
Hidden Falls and Crosby Farm are regional parks, the final ap-
proval of the Metropolitan Council is also required. The Met
Council requires all regional parks in the Twin Cities” seven-
county area to have a master plan in place in order to qualify
for regional parks funding.

Hidden Falls and Crosby Farm have never had a master
plan. They get about 382,000 visitors per year. “Its a compli-

Johnny, 9, and Taylor Gaertner, 14, romped at the picnic
grounds at Hidden Falls Park on October 2, 2010, as the
flooding of the Mississippi River reached its crest.

cated site with many users and needs,” Gardner said.

The recreational trails and parking lots in the parks are in
poor condition. Bluff erosion is a growing problem. Some
of the facilities are not accessible to people with disabilities.
Signage is also in need of improvement. The fishing pier and
boardwalk at Crosby are in poor condition. The periodic

flooding of the Mississippi River has taken a toll on facilities
as well as plant life, Gardner said. A natural resources inven-
tory showed that while some areas are faring well, various spe-
cies are threatened in the parks, including paddlefish and the
freshwater mucket and purple wartyback mussels.

Among the improvements recommended in the draft plan
are trail restoration, a new cross-country ski trail, new trails
that can withstand flooding and better connections to local
bike and pedestrian trails and to nearby Victoria Park. A pump
track or off-road BMX bike park is recommended for Hidden
Falls Park along with the reconfiguration of one of the parking
areas. Better ways to accommodate groups and cultural events
are suggested along with ways to recognize the heritage of lo-
cal American Indian tribes.

The master plan addresses a wide range of maintenance
concerns, from controlling invasive species and the problems
caused by free-running dogs to vehicle break-ins and the need
for additional security measures. Safety improvements for
bicyclists and pedestrians at the parks’ entrances are recom-
mended. The master plan also refers to the possible expansion
of Hidden Falls Park through the reuse of Ford Motor Com-
pany’s former assembly plant property.

Hidden Falls Park encompasses 131 acres, and Crosby Farm
has 481 acres when the lakes and wetlands are included. A
task force began work on the master plan for the parks last fall
with help from focus groups and an online survey. City staff,
the National Parks Service and Great River Greening were all
involved in the study.

Watergate boaters fear park improvements will infringe on marina

boats,” one woman said. “We have a lot of

By JANE MCCLURE

got their first look at the proposed
master plan for Hidden Falls and
Crosby Farm parks on February 6, and they
are concerned about the effects the changes
could have on marina operations.
About 160 boats are docked at Watergate.
Allied Management, which operates the

Boaters who dock at Watergate Marina

marina, had a representative on the parks
master plan task force, but some boat own-
ers were not aware of the planning process. “I
feel that our input has been missed,” said Vir-
gil Amsden of Highland Park, commodore
of the Watergate Yacht Club.

Amsden said that while everyone can
agree that Hidden Falls and Crosby Farm
parks need improvement, the improvements
need to be made in a way that does not in-

fringe on the marina or boaters” property.
The Yacht Club is especially concerned about
the proposed environmental learning center.
“That could bring in a lot of visitors and a lot
of traffic;” Amsden said.

Some boaters sleep on their boats in the
marina during the summer, and they worry
about their safety. Theft from boats is a fre-
quent problem.

“We have a lot of money tied up in our

problems already. It would be very worri-
some to bring more of the public in”

Anne Gardner, who is managing the mas-
ter plan project in the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department, said city officials will
take into account boaters’ concerns with the
parks plan, including the possible placement
of trails near the marina. As for security, that
is a problem in all city parks, she said.
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SRR e | RN

2238 Dayton Ave - Just blocks to the river, large 2+
story with 4 BR’s, hardwood floors, fireplace, updated
kitchen and huge front porch on large corner lot.

RE/MAX
RESULTS

www.reidellestey.com
651-696-0855

1887 Ashland Avenue - Inviting Merriam Park Classic filled
with beautiful woodwork, gleaming wood floors, fireplace,
sun room and large main flr family room.

$397,500

B N O O 7 T . -

583 Otis Avenue - Impeccable walk out rambler in
heart of Desnoyer Park! Beautiful lot, 1 Block to the
river, 4 BR/ 3 BA’s. Open concept living, be the first
to see!

Low $500's

o

2091 BayardAAve‘hu<e - Premium Neiéh orrhro‘od,

remium
Value! Clean & neutral décor throughout! 3 large BR's, beauti-
ful woodwork, gleaming wood floors, new windows, excellent

condition, just needs your style and pizzaz! $399,900

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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A GRAND Dnidal FAIR

& FASHION SHOW

FREE and open
to the public!

Runway shows at 11 a.m. & 1 p .m.

(by reservation only )

LOCATION:

The long hall and lounge area of the

West Mall/Victoria Crossing building
(867 Grand Avenue)

BRIDAL FASHION SHOW: enjoy a cup of tea with your besties while viewing
some of this year’s outstanding bridal fashions from My Darling Bridal.
Space is limited for the fashion show, so please register early at:

agrandexperience.com/eventsnews

MEET local wedding vendors to get ideas or assistance in planning your big
day. From bridesmaids’ gifts to groom’s dinner ideas, you’ll find everything

wedding at Grand and Victoria.

Visit WWW.AGRANDEXPERIENCE.COM for a full directory, outing ideas + more!
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Proposed rezoning for
new tea house stirs up
controversy on Grand

BY JANE MCCLURE

controversial request to rezone the property at 770
AGrand Ave. from community business-converted (BC)

to traditional neighborhoods 2 (TN2) will be reviewed
by the St. Paul City Council in March. The St. Paul Planning
Commission recommended the rezoning with a 10-2 vote on
February 8. That followed a 3-2 vote by the Summit Hill As-
sociation (SHA) Zoning and Land Use Committee in support
of the rezoning.

Both votes followed heated debates between the family
who owns 770 Grand and the family who owns the adjoin-
ing Grand Ole Creamery and Grand Pizza at 750 Grand. The
converted house at 770 Grand had been used as a hair salon
and upstairs apartment since 1993. Longtime occupant Rosie’s
Salon & Day Spa closed in 2017, and the Shakibi family, who
owns the building, has had a hard time finding a new tenant.

Siblings Arash and Shem Shakibi said they have tried to
lease the space for many months, and most of the inquiries
they have received were from restaurants and coffee and tea
houses, which are not allowed in a BC zone. The Shakibis
would now like to lease the space to Treats, a tea house that
sells hot beverages, ice cream and other treats.

Vorak Seng and Trisha Dinh, the husband and wife who
own Treats, live in Shakopee but hope to move into the up-
stairs apartment at 770 Grand. They are partnering with Se-
bastian Joe’s ice cream on their prospective shop. Their family
also owns the Jamba Juice at Grand and Snelling avenues and
Waffle Bar Desserts & Tea in Minneapolis.

The Huffman family, which has owned and operated Grand
Ole Creamery for 35 years, objected to the competition posed
by another ice cream shop on the block. However, the Shaki-
bis’ request has also raised concerns about spot zoning, which
is illegal under state law, and the potential for the rezoned
property to be redeveloped in the future with a larger mixed-
use structure.

Chuck Repke, who represents the Huffman family, con-
tends that the prospective change to TN2 constitutes spot zon-
ing. He asked the Planning Commissions Zoning Committee
to consider the long-term effect of rezoning, not just the needs
of a prospective tenant. Instead of rezoning one BC property,
Repke urged the Planning Commission to undertake a larger
study of BC zoning.

The BC zone was created in the 1980s to allow single-family
houses on Grand to be used by less intensive businesses while
retaining their appearance as homes.

“Traditional neighborhoods is not as narrow in scope as
the BC zone and would allow many more types of uses,” said
Repke, who is a former member of the Planning Commission.
BC zoning has been used to protect the look and feel of Grand
Avenue, he added, “and the property owners are asking you to
tear that apart”

Allan Torstenson, a city planner, argued that the change to
TN2 does not constitute spot zoning because the new uses that
would be allowed by the rezoning are similar to other uses in
the area. The rezoning is also compatible with the city’s com-
prehensive plan, he said.

The Planning Commissions Zoning Committee debated
the rezoning request at length on January 31 before recom-
mending its approval on a 7-1 vote. Several planning commis-
sioners said the rezoning makes sense if it is the only way to
allow a restaurant to locate there.

However, Zoning Committee chair Daniel Edgerton, who
cast the sole vote against the request, contended that it consti-
tutes spot zoning. “I understand and appreciate what the ap-
plicant wishes to do,” Edgerton said, “but I also see that this
could be detrimental to the future of BC zoning.” Businesses
that are allowed in BC zones “were selected for that zoning for
areason, he added.

Grand Ole Creamery co-owner Heather Huffman said her
family is worried about the upzoning of 770 Grand and the
potential for more intensive land uses there. If 770 Grand and
similar properties on the avenue were torn down and rede-
veloped with more intensive uses, “it would really change the
character of Grand,” she said.

Adding another food-related business would overwhelm a
block that already has nine other food-related businesses, ac-
cording to Grand Ole Creamery co-owner Gary Huffman.
Grand and the alley between Grand and Lincoln Avenue are
congested now, he said.

Gary Huffman and other opponents of the rezoning also
objected to the lack of notice of the rezoning request. They
complained that the SHAs Zoning and Land use Committee
meeting and vote were held on a Sunday and at the Palace
Community Center, which is outside the neighborhood.
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Like us on )
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Attorneys and Counselors Since 1952

“We get results. Our firm has represented

thousands of individuals who incurred

serious and complex injuries, even death,

due to motor vebicle accidents, falls, dog

bites and other mishaps that were not

their fault. We have the experience to help
you through the medical and financial

needs that arise as a result. We bave been very successful
in resolving these matters quickly and to the satisfaction of
our clients.” — Joe Dudley

CrLiENT COMMENTS:

«“Pm amazed at what you did!”

Any purchase

w/this ad ~ expires 2/28/19

+ “The only good thinF about this accident is that I got to
meet you and your [aw firm.”

« “My friend needs a good lawyer, naturally I thought of you.”

DS Common Good Books

Live Local, Read Large

Dudley & Smith, P.A.

) - | ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952 [ - 4

651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com ’3‘

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

38 S Snelling Ave S at Grand

651/225-8989
M-Sat 9am - 9pm ~ Sun 10am - 7pm
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It’s 2 days, Thursday & Friday,
February 14 & 15.

50% off

a complete pair of eyewear.

Frames and lenses. Up to $100 on frames and
up to $100 on lenses.

Don't forget to schedule an eye exam with our own Dr. Matt Anderson.

At P i iarres

OPTICIANS

Highland Park ¢ 772 Cleveland Avenue S.
St. Paul, MN 55116 * 651-224-2883

www.arthurwilliamsoptical.com

&

Save up to $100 off the frames and up to $100 off the lenses. No other discounts apply,
\ no refunds on previous orders, cannot be combined with insurance benefits. Add-ons
and some specialty lenses cost extra. No discounts on glass lenses, Plano
Sunglasses, Maui Jim Sunglasses or Ready-Made Readers.

00D
COUPLE

TEAM

KELLERVVILLIAMS
INTEGRITY REALTY

OFFER ACCEPTED

COMING SOON JUST LISTED
700 Cretin Ave 1710 Saint Clair Ave 1990 Portland Ave
3 BD, 3 BA 2 BD, 2 BA 4 BD, 3 BA

If you have considered selling your home, contact us today to get a
FREE, NO OBLIGATION MIARKET ANALYSIS!

651.492.6423 ¢ TheOddCoupleTeam.com
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DFLs early ward conventions deter challengers, stifle debate

By DAVID DURENBERGER, SHIRLEY
ERSTAD AND JOHN MANNILLO

j nyone who has been around St. Paul politics for long

recognizes that for all intents and purposes it is a one-

party town dominated by the DFL. This year all seven
City Council seats and four School Board seats will be on the
ballot. However, St. Paul's DFL leadership has manipulated
the endorsement schedule to limit public input and pick
favorites. This is unhealthy for democracy.

The DFL has chosen Sunday, March 10, as the date for all
precinct caucuses across the city. The purpose of the precinct
caucuses is to conduct party business, consider resolutions
to be included in the party platform, and elect delegates to
the ward conventions where City Council candidates will be
endorsed.

In Wards 2, 3 and 4, DFL leaders have scheduled the ward
conventions to immediately follow the precinct caucuses on
March 10—and worse yet, at 5:30 on that Sunday evening.
When has any important public meeting ever been scheduled
on a Sunday night? With no DFL challengers to the City
Council incumbents in Ward 2, 3 and 4 at this point, they are
virtually guaranteed the party endorsement.

In Wards 1, 5, 6 and 7, the St. Paul DFL has scheduled
the endorsing conventions from six to eight weeks after the
precinct caucuses. In these wards, it is conceivable that new
candidates will emerge in the intervening weeks, requiring
all candidates to work hard to court delegates and weather
debate and discussion. What delegate does not welcome the

opportunity to get to know candidates better and make more
informed choices?

The DFL has made a decision to protect its incumbent City
Council members in Wards 2, 3 and 4, seemingly reluctant
to expose them to potential new candidates and the shifting
loyalties of demanding delegates. In fact, a prospective City
Council candidate in Ward 4 deployed to the Middle East
asked the DFL city chair if that ward’s convention could be
delayed until after he returns from active duty. The answer
was “no”

Coincidentally, the residents of Wards 2, 3 and 4—the
wards with the highest voter turnout in the city—have
confronted vitally important and controversial issues over the
past four years, including the selection of a modern streetcar
as the preferred alternative in the proposed Riverview transit
corridor, the approval of a master plan for the Ford site, the
override of a two-year Marshall Avenue rezoning study,

a study of the repurposing of the Highland 9-Hole Golf
Course, the rezoning of Snelling Avenue and the building of
a Major League Soccer stadium and proposed redevelopment
of the adjacent Midway Shopping Center. These issues are
redefining life in Wards 2, 3 and 4 and reshaping the city’s
future. And the three incumbents are going to be spared a
process that would steel and toughen them and hold them
accountable to the public?

The DFL is, in effect, tipping the scales in support of three
incumbents and denying citizens any meaningful discussion
of these huge and transformative community decisions. In
a one-party town, the DFL endorsement almost guarantees

election, giving the endorsed candidate party voter lists,
money, volunteers, events, publicity, mailings and more.
A City Council candidate needs to raise $100,000 to be
competitive today, and access to DFL Party resources is a
major advantage.

Why is the St. Paul DFL leadership curtailing its own
process and picking winners? Over the years, the DFL
has fallen into this trap a number of times, trying to limit
access to the process for candidates and newcomers so that
incumbents are guaranteed re-election.

Paul Wellstone was the force in 1990 who blew the hinges
off the doors of the DFL, bringing in party newcomers from
all over Minnesota to make the DFL “the party of the people
who show up” In 2008 Barack Obama did the same thing,
advertising Minnesota DFL caucuses on TV while Clinton
supporters in the state party, in hushed tones, counted on the
party faithful to endorse their chosen candidate.

Foreclosing the democratic process, or the DFL Party
process, is ultimately a prescription for the party’s irrelevance.
This is the capital of Minnesota. St. Paul should lead the way
in reminding folks what democracy looks like. The words
“inclusion” and “diversity” should mean something, and the
DFL should walk their talk.

This guest editorial was signed by Durenberger, Erstad,
Mannillo and the other members of the steering committee
of St. Paul STRONG, a nonpartisan organization dedicated
to improving representative government in St. Paul by
encouraging open and transparent public processes in City Hall.

Inbox

Pedestrians, be wary

“He came out of nowhere” is a phrase we so often hear
from the driver or the victim in an auto accident. It actually
happened on a recent morning when a runner came within
inches of my left headlight just as I touched the gas to leave
the intersection of Highland Parkway and Davern Street.

It was dark at 6:15 a.m. Stopped at the stop sign, I looked to
the right and saw no one. I then looked left and saw no one.
AsTlooked forward, a person wearing dark clothing darted
in front of my car from the right, barely clearing my left
headlight. That intersection would have been the scene of a
“911” incident just a second earlier.

Highland Parkway is a regular running and walking route
in the early morning. People often walk in the middle of the
street. Many do not wear reflective clothing. For drivers,
the path is narrow with cars parked on one side and the
boulevard in the center. So it’s safer for pedestrians to wear
protective clothing, stay out of the middle of the street and
keep an eye peeled for cars when you cross at an intersection.

Judith Erdmann
Highland Park

A reprieve for our ash trees?

I hope the city of St. Paul will consider putting a few
brain cells to work this spring to determine if the continued
execution of ash trees is really necessary given the extremely
cold weather were experiencing this winter. Before
proceeding as planned, perhaps we should pause. The
extremely cold weather may be mother nature’s solution to
these pesky invaders. Cutting down many centuries’ growth
of ash trees could be a waste of government resources when
saving these valuable green canopies is possible.

Jean Hoppe
Highland Park

A roundabout way to reroute

Regarding “Funding lines up for Lexington Pkwy. reroute”
(Villager, January 30), might the Metropolitan Council and
Highland District Council consider swapping out the current
plan and opt instead for a roundabout at the intersection
of Montreal Avenue, Lexington Parkway and West Seventh
Street?

With the inclusion of some impressive landscaping or
architecture in the center of the roundabout, it would provide
an excellent opportunity to create a landmark entrance into

the city. The roundabout would eliminate the awkward turns
from eastbound West Seventh to Montreal and Lexington.
The streets involved are no more than two lanes in any
direction, so the learning curve would be short, thanks
in great part to the numerous two-lane roundabouts that
exist elsewhere in the Twin Cities. Perhaps most important,
though, this would present St. Paul with a golden opportunity
to do something innovative and bold.

Skeptical? One could set up a temporary roundabout to see
how it goes for a few months. And as for the landscaping or
architecture at the center, I have two words: design contest.

Michael Gottsacker
Macalester-Groveland

Hockey tourney thanks

A great big thank you to all of the organizations that
helped make our annual St. Paul Cup High School
Hockey Tournament a huge success. The tournament was
a fundraiser to support Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey.
Thanks especially to Mayor Melvin Carter, the St. Paul Police
Department, the St. Paul Fire Department, the Minnesota
Wild Blind Hockey, Tria Rink facilities and our wonderful St.
Paul Scots and St. Paul Johnson coaches, players and families.
We couldn’t do it without all of your enthusiastic support.

A huge thank-you to our fabulous sponsors: Thrivent
Financial, Hiway Federal Credit Union, Strauss Skates and
Bicycles, Chick-fil-A, Jimmy John's, Randstad Professionals,
Trustone Financial, Play It Again Sports, Kell Architects,
Warners’ Stellian, Bad Weather Brewing, ReMax Results,
Value Plus Flooring and DeGidios.

Heidi Sturm, Member
Scots Hockey Booster Club

Love our neighbors

I was sad to read the guest editorial by Kathleen Deming
(“Where have all the neighbors gone? Turning inward
everyone, Villager, January 30). Sometimes perspective is
everything. She states that neighbors are not as neighborly
as they once were in the Macalester-Groveland area. My wife
and I also live in Macalester-Groveland, and though we don't
have the history in it that she has, we have been here going on
32 years. At 73, we are just a year younger than Ms. Deming,
yet we probably interact with our neighbors now more than
we ever have.

In a world of electronic gadgets, people are less inclined
to interact, but that world is not going away. In our
neighborhood we have started sharing happy hours through
the summer, and we still make a point of inviting any new
neighbors each time. Those names are also added to our

Christmas party list each year. Also, often when we go on
vacation, it’s not surprising to see our lawn mowed, leaves
raked or snow shoveled without any asking. Tools are
swapped and help is shared.
Ms. Deming regrets that she has to reach out to
the Neighborhood Network for Seniors for help or
companionship, asking, “What's wrong with our culture that
we must have organizations to look out for our elders?” Why
is this a problem? These might be the same people from
whom she is looking for help and they are taking the time
and effort to do so.
Mike Casey
Macalester-Groveland

Licensing illegal immigrants
Regarding the letter “Giving the vote to illegals” (Villager
Inbox, January 30): As a landscaper in the Twin Cities, I work

with many crew members from Central America. They are
the most courteous, hard-working, intelligent and skilled
people I have ever known. They are not illegal. They have
H2B visas, designed to enable seasonal workers to come to
the United States and return to their families in the offseason.

The reason to allow undocumented immigrants living
and working in the United States to get driver’s licenses is
so that they will take the test and pass the driving exam,
making them better drivers. Otherwise, they are forced to
get false licenses in order to work. Those documents have no
training requirements. The letter writer claims that giving
noncitizens an ID or driver’s license would entitle them to
vote. Noncitizens are not allowed to vote in any federal or
statewide election even with a legal ID.

I worked at a different landscaping company that
unknowingly hired undocumented immigrants who had
false papers. I tried to help those workers get unemployment
benefits in the offseason and discovered that their Social
Security numbers were not valid. This meant that they were
paying Social Security taxes but would never receive the
benefits. These kind, dedicated workers lived in fear of being
discovered. They led upstanding lives, contributing to society
here in Minnesota.

Meg Arnosti
Macalester-Groveland

Socialized services fall short

Socialized trash collection has come to St. Paul. My
recycling hasn't been picked up for three of the last four
weeks. My trash wasn't picked up last week. Thanks a lot to
our Democratic friends at City Hall.

Vernon Jorgensen
Macalester-Groveland



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2019

VILLAGER

PAGE 7

MH to get upgraded, expanded fire station

By KEvIN DRiscoLL

r I the city of Mendota Heights™ only fire
station is going to be expanded and re-
modeled for the first time since it was

built in 1984, according to City Administrator

Mark McNeill. A limit of $7 million has been

allocated for improving the station, which is

located on Dodd Road south of Highway 62.

“That figure was lower when research and
development began in 2015, McNeill said,
“but construction costs have forced it up so
the City Council put a cap on it last August”

Last month, the council authorized adver-
tising for bids for the project. McNeill said the
bids are scheduled to be opened on February
20 and the hope is to have the council award
the contracts on March 5.

“We've hired our own construction man-
ager rather than a general contractor;” he said,
“with an idea of keeping a closer tab on costs.
We want to break ground in mid-April”

The expansion and remodeling will be fi-
nanced with capital improvement bonds over
15 years. That will increase taxes by about
$91 per year on a median-priced home of
$356,000 in Mendota Heights and around
$129 a year on a $500,000 home.

About $5.9 million of the bond issue will
go toward construction, McNeill said, and the
rest will pay for architectural and construc-
tion management fees and bond insurance.

“If the cost goes any higher, we'll have to
find more funding sources or reduce the
scope of the project,” McNeill said.

Fire Chief Dave Dreelan, who has been

Mendota Heights plans to nearly double the size of its fire station on Dodd Road.

“If the cost goes any higher,
we’ll have to find more
funding sources or reduce
the scope of the project,”
McNeill said.

with the department since 1991 and was
promoted to chief in 2017, said the current
18,000-square-foot station operates with a
total staff of 36, including officers and fire-
fighters, and houses two fire engines, one
ladder truck, one tanker, one rescue truck
and several support vehicles. Two HealthEast
ambulances are left parked outside.

“Were pretty tightly squeezed in there;
Dreelan said. The project will add a total of
nearly 15,000 square feet to three areas of the
existing building.

A large addition to the north of the current
station will be used to expand the apparatus

bay and add a mezzanine to “allow us some
breathing and moving space,” Dreelan said.
“We'll also be adding a new training facility,
new classroom, gear washing and equipment-
decontamination facilities, upgraded heating
and air conditioning equipment, and com-
plete upgrades of all information technology
equipment.”

The project also will provide new admin-
istrative offices, a day room, dining area,
kitchen, dorm rooms, restrooms, laundry and
locker room.

Two smaller additions southeast and south-
west of the existing station will provide space
to display the stations history and original fire
truck, and garage bays for the two HealthEast
ambulances.

The Mendota Heights Fire Department,
which has been in existence since 1947, also
serves Lilydale, Mendota and Sunfish Lake. It
handles about 300 service calls a year, accord-
ing to Dreelan.

Mendota Heights puts finishing touches to 2040 Plan

By KEvIN DRriscoLL

r I the Mendota Heights Planning Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on
the citys 2040 Comprehensive Plan

at 7 p.m. Tuesday, February 26, at City Hall,

1101 Victoria Curve in Mendota Heights. The

hearing will be the third and likely final public

hearing on the plan, which could be approved
by the Mendota Heights City Council as early

as March 5.

A blueprint for development over the next
20 years, the 2040 Plan recommends courses
of action in the areas of land use, transporta-
tion, housing, economic development, parks
and trails, natural resources and the Missis-
sippi River Corridor Critical Area.

Several changes to the plan were made in
response to comments received at a January

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

—~ =
—_

22 Planning Commission hearing. The big-
gest change was in the Natural Resources
section, which according to master gardener
Cindy Johnson was not “anywhere near ready
for presentation to the City Council” An-
other heavily changed section is the one for
the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area,
according to planning commissioner John
Mazzitello.

Also changed was a provision calling for
the creation of two new zoning districts with
minimum lot sizes of 5,000 and 9,000 square
feet, respectively. The minimum lot size in
Mendota Heights is currently 15,000 square
feet. Although the above provision would
have only applied to two areas of Mendota
Heights where the smaller lots already existed,
residents were concerned that it would allow
property owners across the city to subdivide

A

*30 OFF

larger lots, according to Planning Commis-
sion chair Litton Field Jr.

Nevertheless, the Planning Commission
removed the provision and instead will rec-
ommend that the City Council pass an ordi-
nance relieving those who own lots of under
15,000 square feet from having to pay fees for
zoning variances when they want to build an
addition.

If the Planning Commission approves the
plan on February 26, it will be presented to
the City Council on March 5 for final ap-
proval. The plan will then be forwarded to the
Metropolitan Council for inclusion in the re-
gion’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

For more information on the 2040 Plan,
contact Mendota Heights Community Devel-
opment director Tim Benetti at 651-452-1850
or timb@mendota-heights.com.
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Boomers & Beyond s
Caravan of mercy

Rice makes his 19th annual mission trip
to Honduras with the Int’l Health Service

By ANNE MURPHY

teve Rice spent the early part
of February packing for his an-

nual excursion to the tropics.
The three-week trip is not a winter
vacation in the usual sense. He left
for Honduras on February 10 as
a volunteer with the International
Health Service of Minnesota (IHS-
MN).

Rice, 76, serves as a Spanish inter-
preter for the medical professionals
who volunteer with the IHSMN. He
has been making the trip every year
for the past 19 years, since before
he retired as a mortgage counselor
for the city of St. Paul, and he now
serves as a member of IHSMN’s
board of directors.

IHSMN was founded in 1982 by
Knute Panuska, Don Watson and
Jim Alexander, two dentists and a
pharmacist, respectively. “Thirty-
seven years later, IHSMN organiz-
es 50 to 100 volunteers each year
to work in Honduras,” Rice said.
“They provide free medical, den-
tal and eye care services in areas as
remote as Minnesotas Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness”

Rice became an IHSMN volun-
teer in 2001. “My wife and I had
worked in the Peace Corps in a
remote section of Honduras from
1973 to 1976, he said. “We had
grown to appreciate and respect
the Honduran people who lived in
extremely difficult circumstances.
They were very self-reliant and
humble, hard-working people.

“People are hurting
(in Honduras),” Rice
said.... “Many of the
patients are Miskito
Indians and as such

are largely ignored

by the Latino
power structure.”

“I had learned of IHSMN by acci-
dent at a booth at a Midwest Moun-
taineering tent sale in downtown,”
Rice said. “The proprietor had just
run a whitewater rafting trip down
one of the rivers where my wife and
I had done our Peace Corps work. I
had the cash and the vacation time
available and so I decided to give
the group a try. I came home thor-
oughly impressed. THSMN actually
benefitted the people. They were
well organized. And the volunteers
carried the attitude of being hum-
bled by the opportunity to make a
positive difference in the lives of the
people they served. IHSMN vol-
unteers tell me the experience has
changed their lives for the better. In
any given year, there is a 50 percent
return rate of volunteers.”

THSMN sends teams twice a year
to Honduras—in the fall to identify
locations where help is needed and
in February to provide the care, ac-
cording to Dr. Joseph Tombers, the
organization’s medical director. All
of the trips are to the remote La

St. Paul native, Nick Diffatte, has won multiple |
national awards for both magic and comedy. At only
23, he's already headlined on the Las Vegas strip,
at the famous Magic (astle in LA, and on the
Late Late Show with James Corden

Nick views the world through his

Spectacle Shoppe glasses.
...Even as he makes some of it disappear.

f\

@

3pectac|€ Shome

See Different

Uptown, New Brighton, and Grand Avenue :

Mosquita region where the need for
medical and dental care is especially
great. “I felt obligated to reach out
and help. We all do,” said Tombers,
a retired Twin Cities physician who
began volunteering with IHSMN 20
years ago.

The desire to help the Honduran
people is also why IHSMN board
member and project director John
Pope became involved. An IT spe-
cialist at a large Twin Cities corpo-
ration, Pope started volunteering
for IHSMN in 2005. “When I first
contacted them, they said they
didn’t have a need (for a radio op-
erator) at the time,” Pope recalled.
“But they said if I spoke Spanish, I
could go as a translator. I did, and I
ended up helping as a radio opera-
tor, too.”

As project director, Pope focuses
on trip logistics. This includes mak-
ing arrangements for equipment
as well as communicating with the
volunteers. Mike Stapp, a project
manager with US. Bank in St. Paul,
also became an THSMN volunteer
out of his interest in ham radio op-
erations. That was nine years ago,
and he has traveled to Honduras ev-
ery February since. Now he is part
of the team that provides eye care
and eye glasses to the Hondurans.

“Many of the volunteers are at re-
tirement age,” Stapp said. “I'm not
there yet, but I'm fortunate to work
for an employer that supports vol-
unteerism. I use vacation time, but
they’re always delighted that I'm

going”

-

Steve Rice will wear the hat of an International Health Service volun-
teer in Honduras this month. pHoto By BRAD sTAUFFER

“Minnesotans have always been
known for a high level of volun-
teerism and supporting volun-
teerism,” Tombers said. “Our or-
ganization reflects Minnesotans’
desire to help those who don't have
what we have. Going to Honduras is
a life-changing experience”

“We always ask ourselves, ‘Does it
make a difference?” Rice said. “Be-
ing able to see a doctor or dentist or
getting a pair of glasses to help you
see is a big deal when the alternative
is no dentist, no doctor or impaired

vision.

“People are hurting (in Hondu-
ras), Rice said. “They suffer from
infections, cuts, parasites, burns,
malnutrition and a host of other
maladies. Many of the patients are
Miskito Indians and as such are
largely ignored by the Latino power
structure. Our American, Canadian
and European volunteers show up
yearly and attend to their needs. It's
an affirmation of their importance

STEVE RICE »10

" LEITNER’S

GARDEN CENTER

FRESH FLOWERS %\/d@

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

N
Naturally Beautiful
Flowers & Plants

651-291-2655

LeitnersStPaul.com
945 Randolph Ave St. Paul

Vg

REAL WOMEN, REAL STORIES
651-292-4323 « historytheatre.com « 30 E. 10th St, St. Paul

FROM JAN-JUNE 2018,
‘f“ HISTORY THEATRE BECOMES

"l herstory theatre

JAN-JUNE 2019



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2019

VILLAGER

PAGE 9

June Peterson holds one of the hundreds of baby blankets she has made for Ramsey
County’s Mothers First program. She is shown with other volunteers who have regularly
convened at her Minneapolis home over the years to assemble layettes for newborns of

moms struggling with substance abuse. pHoto Y BrRAD STAUFFER

A helping hand for Mothers First

By IrRiCc NATHANSON

une Peterson has lost track of the num-

ber of baby-sized flannel blankets she has

made over the years. “People keep telling

e that I've made over 1,000, but I think the
real number is closer to 700, said the South
Minneapolis resident.

Petersons blankets are a labor of love for
Mothers First, a Ramsey County program
that helps women struggling with substance
abuse have successful pregnancies. Her blan-
kets are included in layettes assembled by a
group of volunteers.

Tina Fahnestock, a Highland Park resident
and longtime Mothers First volunteer, said
she and a group of friends, many of them
from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, first came
together in 2006 when they learned that the
county needed layettes for the women in
the program. The group is now chaired by
Gretchen Cudak, one of the original members
from Gloria Dei.

“We get together every January to put to-
gether about 60 layettes, Fahnestock said.
“Each one includes baby products, infant care
books and a gift for the mother. We always in-
clude one of June’s lovely handmade blankets.

“Often our layettes are the only gifts the
moms have received while theyre in the hos-
pital or after they've come home with their
babies”

Peterson is retiring this year from making
the blankets, but she still plans to stay in-
volved with Mothers First. On January 22, her
work was recognized at a celebration hosted
by her fellow volunteers at the Becketwood
senior cooperative where she lives.

Peterson said her involvement with Moth-
ers First has been very fulfilling. “T've had a
chance to work with and get to know some
very capable women who come back year af-
ter year to assist in this worthwhile effort,” she
said.

Peterson and the other volunteers make
their contributions anonymously, so they do
not get to meet the women and children who
receive their layettes.

“Itd be difficult for us to connect with the
families directly, knowing all the challenges
they’re facing” Peterson said, “but Ramsey
County does forward the thank-you letters
from the mothers, so we know were helping
them in a very tangible way.”

Petersons husband, Gene, often had a
chance to help with her blanket-making. The
two of them would work as a team when Jo-
Ann Fabrics put its bolts of flannel on sale the
day after Thanksgiving.

“Wed get to the store at 6 a.m. so we could
be in the front of the line when the doors
opened,” Gene said. “Id get a number for us,
while June went searching for the best mate-
rial before it got picked over. It was always
something of a madhouse on Black Friday,
but people were good-natured and there
weren't a lot of sharp elbows trying to push in
front of us”

While June Peterson will no longer be con-
tributing to the layettes on a regular basis, she
is passing her blanket-making mantle to sev-
eral new volunteers. “It’s the right time for me
to stop, knowing that the work will continue;’
she said.

Judith Maddux, one of the newer Mothers
First volunteers, lauded Petersons contribu-
tion to their cooperative effort. “She’s so com-
passionate and she’s always ready to give of
herself. We're all so lucky that she’s been part
of our group for so long,” Maddux said.

Fahnestock, a speech pathologist with the
St. Paul Public Schools, said the volunteers get
alot of joy from coming together to assemble
the layettes. “We've been able to celebrate our
own time as mothers and now we're able to
help those expectant moms who may not have
had the support and friendship we received,’
she said. “Many of us are educators, and we
understand how important it is for children to
come into the world chemical-free”

Nikki Miller, program manager for Moth-
ers First, said she knows the programs work
has a significant return on the investment the
volunteers make.

“If we can help mothers give birth to
healthy, substance-free babies, we can head off
significant expenditures later on by Ramsey
County and other public agencies;” Miller
said. “Those of us on the staff here at Ramsey
County, along with our clients, are so appre-
ciative of the work done by June Peterson and
her volunteer group. They've been with us
over the long term. That’s particularly heart-
ening to those of us who work with Mothers
First on a day-to-day basis””

Miller added that Peterson’s blankets are re-
ally appreciated. “Because they’re handmade,
they mean so much to our clients who are fac-
ing serious challenges during their pregnan-
cies;” she said. “All of us in the program owe
June a vote of thanks for the contributions
she’s made over so many years”

Mothers First has assisted women strug-
gling with substance abuse since 1988. The
program provides prenatal, nursing, chemi-
cal health and case management services. For
information, call 651-266-7820 or visit the
office at 1919 University Ave., Suite 112.

6neeiing
ake plans today...

Now is the time to make plans for carefree living with a move to

Nokomis Square Cooperative. Enjoy independent living and leave
the rest to us. Amenities include: a fitness center, beauty/barber
shop, Fountain View Dining Room, underground parking, direct

TV and WiFi access in every unit. We're ideally located
in a comfortable Minneapolis neighborhood. You'll be just 7
minutes from the airport, downtown and Mall of America. & ——
Compare the advantages of membership with an easy gg%%wll{l]%
COOPERATIVE
612.721.5077

@ Equal Housing Opportunity

worksheet on our website, or call today:

www.NokomisSquare.com
5015 35th Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417

“Without Sholom Aquatic Therapies
my trip to Italy wouldn’t
have been possible.”

—Joanne George

Joanne had Sholom’s warm
water pool therapy prior

to and after knee surgery.
Today she raves about how
she spent two weeks in Italy
walking almost five miles

a day and completing the
Spanish steps with

no difficulties!
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Sholom Outpatient and Warm Water Pool
Therapy... available when you need it!

Call Megan today!
651.328.2050

msnyder@sholom.com

Sholom

www.sholom.com &

740 Kay Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55102
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District Council News

Summit Hill

Highland Park

highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

Ford site master plan—Ryan Companies’ amendments to
the city of St. Paul's master plan for Ford Motor Company’s
former assembly plant will be discussed by the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commissions Comprehensive and Neighborhood Plan-
ning Committee from 4:30-6 p.m. Wednesday, February 20,
on the 13th floor of the City Hall Annex, 25 W. Fourth St.

Upcoming meetings—Community Development Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 19; and Community
Engagement Committee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, February 26.
Both meetings will be held at the Highland Park Community
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

macgrove.org « 651-695-4000

Get involved—The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council currently has an opening for a Grid 5 residential rep-
resentative on its board of directors. The board also has three
standing committees that meet once a month. Those who at-
tend three consecutive meetings can become voting members.
For information, visit macgrove.org/committees.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 6:30
p.m. Monday, February 25, Edgcumbe Recreation Center;
and Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
February 27, Groveland Recreation Center.

summithillassociation.org « 651-222-1222

Book club series—The second book for the Summit Hill
Association Book Club is White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo.
The book club will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, February 19, at the
Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. A pizza dinner
is provided and childcare is available. Register by emailing di-
rector@summithillassociation.org.

Join the team—The SHA has openings for volunteers and
board members. People can apply on its website, by emailing
info@summithillassociation.org or by calling Monica Haas at
651-276-2688.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org « 651-645-6887

Board openings—The Union Park District Council has
seats open on its board of directors in Grids 1 and 7. Anyone
who lives in a grid can apply. The council is especially interest-
ed in attracting more renters and improving the board’s racial
and gender diversity. For information, including a grid map,
visit unionparkdc.org/our-work/our-board. Applications are
due by February 26. Those interested in applying should email
brandon@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—Committee on Land Use and Eco-
nomic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, February 18, at 1821
University Ave., Suite 330; Environment and Parks Commit-

tee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 20, at the Merriam Park
Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave; and Neighborhood
Involvement Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, February 25, at
the Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.

West 7th
fortroadfederation.org « 651-298-5599

Board update—At its meeting on January 14, the West
Seventh/Fort Road Federation’s board of directors approved
supporting increasing the legal age for tobacco sales from 18
to 21 years old in St. Paul. They also discussed amendments to
the Ford site master plan and reiterated the position that the
Canadian Pacific Railroad spur line should be used for pedes-
trian and bike use, not motorized vehicles.

Board candidates—Informational sessions for people who
are interested in running for a seat on the federation’s board of
directors will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, February 16, and at
6 p.m. Thursday, February 21, at the federation office, 974 W.
Seventh St. For information and to register, call the office or
email Emily Northey at emily@fortroadfederation.org.

Answers sought—A discussion on “What Does an Im-
proved West Seventh Mean to You?” has been rescheduled
for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, February 28, at the Palace Recreation
Center, 781 Palace Ave. A task force of the West Seventh Busi-
ness Association and Fort Road Federation identified nine op-
erating principles related to improved transit on West Seventh
and is inviting neighbors to participate in the discussion.

A volunteer
nurse from
the Interna-
tional Health
Service of
Minnesota
tends to an
ill child at
aclinicina
rural area of
Honduras.

8« STEVE RICE

and a source of hope.

wondering how much time I was spending on the
beach with a rum and Coke. It isn’t by accident that a

“Our nurses provide training on simple hygiene
issues and tend to a myriad of health issues,” Rice
said. “We stock tiny regional hospitals with medical
supplies that may not otherwise be available. We see
needs, and then we return with donated equipment
those hospitals don’t have”

“T've been to Honduras with my wife, my sister
and my daughter when she was in medical school
and her residency;” Rice continued. “My wife and

Minnesota-based group goes to Honduras in Febru-
ary. But by doing good for others, we also do good
for ourselves. That applies to us individually and to
our country. The challenge of the future is to dem-
onstrate our importance as a nation by modeling as-
sistance and generosity to others.”

According to Rice, IHSMN has an ongoing need
for volunteers, including medical, dental and sup-
port personnel and especially surgical nurses. For
more information, visit ihsmn.org.

sister probably wondered why I kept returning,

IN HOME
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Lexington Landing is a new senior
community in Saint Paul that’s designed
for life. Residents will enjoy an active,
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Wednesday/February 13

“THE UNIVERSE BENEATH Our Feet:
Restoring Soil Ecosystems” will be discussed
by the Longfellow Garden Club at 7 p.m. at
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3207
37th Ave S. Minneapolis. Kassie Brown

of Renaissance Soil will explain how to
promote healthy soil in a garden. Visit
tinyurl.com/LGCminnesota.

Thursday/February 14

THE WASHINGTON WAR author James
Lacey will discuss the struggle among FDR’s
advisers regarding the efforts to pay for
World War I in a history roundtable from
7-9 p.m. in the Visitors Center at Historic
Fort Snelling. Admission is $5, free for
students and veterans. Call 612-726-1171.

PREVENTING SUICIDE by using the
question, persuade and refer approach will
be taught in a free class from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
at the National Alliance on Mental Illness,

1919 University Ave., Suite 400. To register,
call 651-645-2948 ext. 198.

Saturday/February 16

MIDDLE EAST PEACE NOW president
Janet Tollund will tell about her recent tour
of the Yasser Arafat Museum in Ramallah
from 10 a.m.-noon at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. The museum
pays tribute to the Palestinian struggle for
freedom and recognition. Admission is free
and open to all.

ENDING CHILDHOOD MARRIAGE
will be addressed in a free program from
1-2:30 p.m. at the Highland Park Library,
1974 Ford Pkwy. Abigail Henchek, Chloe
Morse, a Benjamin B. Ferencz Young

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom
Remodeling

WE KNOW THE
WAY HOME

AUTHENTIC
Visit:
740 Grand Ave

MN LICENSE #BC005210

VILLAGER

Readership
Survey

Dear Villager readers, please
take our short online survey
at the link below and let us
know what we can do to

help serve you even better.

research.net/r/013227

Fellow and Ellen Kennedy will speak about
the practice, a bill to end it in Minnesota
and policies to reduce discrimination and
violence against women. Call 651-695-7621.

Sunday/February 17

“THE MIDDLE EAST: A Region in
Turmoil” will be addressed in a Great
Decisions program at 1:30 p.m. at the
Waters of Highland Park, 678 S. Snelling
Ave. S. Free and open to all, the program
will open with a 20-minute film followed by
a discussion of the Trump administration’s
diplomacy in the region and the threat of
war with Iran. Call 651-363-3040.

Monday/February 18

PLANT PROPAGATION will be discussed
by St. Cloud State biology professor William
Cook during a meeting of the Garden

Club of Ramsey County at 7:25 p.m. at St.
Luke Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave.
Admission is free and open to all.

Tuesday/February19

“ABORTION, RACISM and the Black
Community: Dismantling Planned
Parenthood” will be discussed this evening
by the Argument Club for Women at the
Church of St. Mark, 2001 Dayton Ave.
EWTN radio host Gloria Purvis, chair

of Black Catholics United for Life, will
speak. Dinner will open the affair at 6 p.m.,
followed by the program from 6:45-9 p.m.
Tickets are $15 at the door, $10 in advance
at https://acw_gloria.eventbrite.com.

THE ST. PAUL CAMERA CLUB will
meet at 6:30 p.m. in Otto Hall in the
Gardens building at Episcopal Homes, 1860
University Ave. Photographer Alec Johnson
will give a presentation on “Light Painting”
Visitors are welcome.

651.228.9102
o

authconst.com

Wednesday/February 20

WANT TO LINE DANCE? Veteran
teacher Dariel Allen is offering an hour-
long class at 10 a.m. every Wednesday at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. Drop in any week. The cost is $5.

THE OPTIMIST CLUB of St Paul will
hold a Welcome New Members dinner
and informational meeting for prospective
members from 6-8 p.m. at Joseph’s Grille,
140 S. Wabasha St. For reservations, call
Terry Gorman at 651-690-4576.

Thursday/February21

ST. MARK’S, a PreK-8 grade school at 1983
Dayton Ave., will hold an open house for
prospective students and their families from
6-7 p.m. Meet the teachers and staff and
learn about the classical Catholic education
offered at St. Mark’s. Call 651-644-3380 or
visit markspride.com.

THE PERSECUTION of religious
minorities in Syria, Myanmar and China
will be addressed in a World Without
Genocide program from 7-9 p.m. in the
Conservatory at Mitchell Hamline School of
Law, 875 Summit Ave. Admission is $10, $5
for students and seniors. Call 651-695-7621.

COME AND SEE THE CSJ WAY, an
informational program on the Sisters of

St. Joseph of Carondelet, consociates and
friends will be held from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at
the Carondelet Center, 1890 Randolph Ave.
A two-day overnight retreat is optional. For

more information or to register, visit https://
bit.ly/2qIRzgr.

WHAT CAN BE LEARNED from
Fiddler on the Roof will be discussed this

evening at a meeting of the Institute of
Theological and Interdisciplinary Studies

in the Weyerhaeuser Building at Macalester
College. The film will be screened at 6 p.m.
Admission is free and so is the buffet dinner
that will be served at intermission. For
dinner reservations, call 651-430-0361.

Saturday/February23

ST. PAUL MAYOR Melvin Carter will
host a community conversation on the
challenges and opportunities faced by
local citizens from 1-2:30 p.m. at Plum’s
Neighborhood Bar & Grill, Randolph and
Snelling avenues.

Monday/February25

NEED A BUTTON REPLACED? A
hole patched? A pair of pants hemmed?
Bring your clothing to the West Seventh
Community Center at 265 Oneida St. and
Mobile Menders will fix it free of charge
between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. For more
information, visit mobilemenders.org

Tuesday/February26

THE MAKE IT O.K. CAMPAIGN
encouraging open conversations about
mental illness will be the topic of a Lunch,
Learn & Laugh program from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. at Episcopal Homes Seabury building,
1830 University Ave. The seniors program
includes a lunch of baked ziti, mixed salad
and bread sticks. The cost is $8 (cash or
check). For reservations, call 651-379-5102.

Wednesday/February 27

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will be
accepting blood donations from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at the University of St. Thomas. To
make an appointment, visit redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-733-2767.

Give us 5 minutes and we’ll give you

a Villager that serves you even better!
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery occurred
at 9:10 a.m. Tuesday, January 22, at BMO
Harris Bank, 522 S. Snelling Ave. The suspect
handed the teller a note demanding money.

—A robbery at gunpoint occurred at U.S.
Bank, 711 S. Cleveland Ave., at 12:39 p.m.
Thursday, January 24.

Theft—Two pool cues, a case and a handi-
cap sign were stolen from a vehicle on the
2100 block of Pinehurst Avenue on Saturday,
January 19.

—Hand tools and power tools were stolen
from a work van on the 1700 block of Colvin
Avenue during the evening of January 20-21.

—Two flatbed carts were stolen from
Seventh Street Storage, 2060 W. Seventh St.,
between January 24-26.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1300 block
of West Maynard Drive on January 27 and
on February 3, and on the 2000 block of
Saunders Avenue on February 1.

—Camera equipment was stolen from a
vehicle on the 1700 block of Graham Av-
enue during the evening of January 28-29.
Several items also were stolen from a vehicle
on Davern Street and Graham between 2:05
a.m.-1:05 p.m. Tuesday, January 29.

Weapons—An assault with a gun was re-
ported on the 1400 block of Randolph Avenue
on Friday, January 18.

—An assault with a dangerous weapon oc-
curred on the 1700 block of Graham Avenue
at 10:28 a.m. Tuesday, January 29.

Burglary—Suspects tried to steal a moun-
tain bike from a garage on the 1200 block of
Portland Avenue at 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 22. They were driving a stolen vehicle and
fled after damaging the garage door.

Theft—A 29-year-old man was arrested for
trying to steal more than $500 in merchandise
from the Midway Target at 4:59 p.m. Friday,
January 18.

—A MacBook computer was reported sto-
len on the 1200 block of Concordia Avenue at
2:26 p.m. Wednesday, January 23.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1100 block of
Dayton Avenue on January 19, on the 1200
block of St. Anthony Avenue on January 29
and on the 1100 block of Marshall Avenue on

ort

February 2.

Weapons—A student brought a weapon to
Gordon Parks High School, 1212 University
Ave., at 10 a.m. Friday, January 18.

—Gunfire was reported near the Lexington
Parkway light-rail station at 1:26 p.m. Sunday,
January 20.

—A tenant armed with a knife tackled an-
other male to the ground around 2:28 a.m.
Thursday, January 24, on the 100 block of
North Lexington Parkway. Police transported
the victim from the scene, but were unable to
contact the suspect.

Macalester-Groveland

Robbery—A woman was robbed of her
cellphone, backpack, work shoes and sketch
book by two suspects on the 1600 block of
Grand Avenue at 1:15 p.m. Saturday, January
26. She was treated at a hospital for head, rib
and hip injuries.

Burglary—An apartment was broken into
on the 2100 block of Grand Avenue during
the evening of January 25-26.

Theft—A Schwinn bicycle, two toolboxes,
checkbooks, glasses and other items were sto-
len from a garage on the 1500 block of Osceola
Avenue during the evening of January 21-22.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700 block
of Sargent Avenue on January 25, on Lincoln
Avenue and Wheeler Street on January 29, on
the 1500 block of Grand Avenue on February
2, and on Cleveland and Grand avenues on
February 3.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—A business was broken into on
the 1000 block of Northland Drive between
January 11-14.

Theft—Several items were reported stolen
from an underground garage on the 1300
block of Riverside Lane at 11:57 p.m. Satur-
day, January 12.

—Around $2,900 in lumber and tools were
stolen from a construction trailer on the
2300 block of Lexington Avenue during the
evening of January 17-18.

MerriamPark
Robbery—Two suspects stole a cellphone
and cash from the front desk at the Days Inn,
1964 University Ave., at 8:04 p.m. Wednesday;,
January 23.
Burglary—A cash register and two laptop

computers were stolen from Play It Again
Sports, 145 N. Snelling Ave., around 8:10 p.m.

The Braman Brothers are members of Coldwell
Banker Burnet's elite Distinctive Homes group as well
as the International Diamond

Society and the International

Sterling Society. Over the
past 2 years, they have
sold over 120 homes.

Visit BramanBrothers.com

coLDWELL
BANKER O

BURNET

Braman
Brothers

REAL ESTATE, LLP:

CHARLIE & JOE BRAMAN
612.643.5533

Ra

Sunday, January 27.

—Break-ins were reported during the
morning of Wednesday, January 30, at Izzy’s
Ice Cream, 2034 Marshall Ave.; Kim’s Chow
Mein, 2048 Marshall Ave.; and Choo Choo
Bob’s, 2050 Marshall Ave.

Theft—Attempts were made to steal the
catalytic converters from two vehicles on
the 1700-1900 blocks of Iglehart Avenue on
January 19-20.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700 block of
Ashland Avenue on January 23, on the 1900
block of St. Anthony Avenue on January 24,
on the 300 block of Dewey Street on January
25, on the 1900 block of Iglehart Avenue on
January 25, on the 1800 block of St. Anthony
Avenue on January 25, and on the 100 block
of Exeter Place on January 29.

Burglary—Two males tried to enter an oc-
cupied residence on the 1400 block of Carroll
Avenue at 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 23, but
were scared off and fled before police arrived.

Theft—Two boys pulled the cash register
drawer out in the sporting goods department
of the Midway Walmart and fled with the cash
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, January 23.

—Four juveniles were apprehended for
trying to smash a cash drawer and steal sev-
eral items at the Midway Walmart at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, January 30.

Assault—A 52-year-old man was arrested
for making felony threats on the light-rail
train near the Hamline Avenue station at 8:41
p.m. Sunday, February 3.

S it Hill
Theft—A laptop computer was stolen from

avehicle at Palm Beach Tan, 1059 Grand Ave.,

between 4:30-5:15 p.m. Friday, January 18.

—A wallet and iPhone were reported sto-
len on the 800 block of Grand Avenue at 10:30
p.m. Wednesday, January 23.

—Backpacks containing iPads were stolen
from three vehicles at Punch Pizza, 769 Grand
Ave., between noon-1:35 p.m. Thursday, Jan-
uary 24.

—Jewelry worth more than $1,000 was
stolen from a residence on the 600 block of
Grand Avenue between January 25-27.

—An iPhone was stolen from a vehicle on
the 1000 block of St. Clair Avenue at 12:09
p.m. Sunday, January 27.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 800 block
of Osceola Avenue on January 30 and on the

1000 block of St. Clair Avenue on January 30.

S it-Uni it

Robbery— A robbery at gunpoint occurred
on the 700 block of Iglehart Avenue at 2:30
p-m. Wednesday, January 23.

Burglary—Break-ins were reported at
Revival restaurant at 525 Selby Ave. and
Great Harvest Bread Co. at 534 Selby Ave. on
January 25-26.

Theft—Two bicycles valued at more than
$1,000 were stolen on the 300 block of Mar-
shall Avenue between January 17-26.

—A guitar and Nintendo Switch game
console were stolen from a vehicle on the 300
block of Dayton Avenue between 1-9 a.m.
Sunday, January 20.

—A laptop computer was stolen from a
vehicle on the 600 block of Selby Avenue be-
tween 5:30-7:22 p.m. Wednesday, January 23.

—A pizza delivery driver left his vehicle
running and came out to find it stolen on
the 900 block of Carroll Avenue at 10:29 p.m.
Sunday, January 27.

—A running vehicle was stolen at the Mar-
tin Luther King Center, 270 N. Mackubin St.,
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 29. The suspect
was described as an African woman in her
late teens to early 20s wearing a dark-colored
hijab.

—Vehicle thefts were reported on the 300
block of Ramsey Street on January 29 and on the
700 block of Marshall Avenue on January 30.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on Grotto
Street and St. Anthony Avenue at 5:35 a.m.
Saturday, January 19.

WestEnd

Burglary—Cash was stolen from JR Macs,
1420 W. Seventh St., around 6 a.m. Friday,
January 18.

Theft—About $25,000 worth of wedding
dresses were stolen from a U-Haul at the
Wedding Shoppe warehouse, 325 Randolph
Ave., during the evening of January 20-21.

—A handgun was stolen from a vehicle
on the 500 block of View Street on Monday,
January 21.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 800
block of Scheffer Avenue at 2:07 p.m. Sunday,
January 27.

Weapons—An intoxicated 66-year-old
man was arrested for assaulting his room-
mate and pointing a handgun at him on the
400 block of Daly Street at 8:11 p.m. Saturday;,
January 19.
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On the Town

Love songs of 1600s

Ladyslipper Ensemble plucks at
the heartstrings of French Baroque

By JANET LUNDER HANAFIN

Ladyslipper Ensemble will celebrate

the season of romance on Thursday,

February 21, with French love songs
of the 17th century performed on period
instruments. The program “FinAmor”
(Refined Love) promises “a whirlwind of an
evening of joy, bliss, passion, anguish and
madness” beginning at 7:30 at the newly
christened Summit Center for Arts and
Innovation, 1524 Summit Ave. Featured
artists include mezzo
soprano Sahar Hassan,
lutenists Paul Berget and
Phillip Rukavina, and viola
da gamba players Mary
Burke and Julie Elhard.

“We're excited to share

some beautiful gems and
rarely heard music,” said
Hassan, Ladyslipper’s
founder and artistic
director. “We enjoy

Like the music, the
setting for “FinAmor”
is also historic. The
Summit Center for
Arts and Innovation
is the former St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church
on the Hill designed

Modern lutes may have nylon or faux
gut strings, which are easier to tune. The
instrument sounds like a quiet guitar, “but it
pops more,” Rukavina said. In the upcoming
concert, he will also play a bass lute or
theorbo.

The viola da gamba, which is akin to a
modern cello, first appeared in the late 15th
century and became popular in ensemble
music during the Baroque and Renaissance
periods. The instrument has seven strings
and frets on a fingerboard or neck.

Elhard, a guest artist with
Ladyslipper and a resident
of St. Paul’s West End
neighborhood, will also
play a lirone on February
21. The bass cousin of the
viola da gamba, the lirone
was popular in the late 18th
and early 19th centuries.

It also has a fretted neck,
nine to 16 strings, and is
held between the legs and

connecting with our by Emmanuel played with a bow.
listeners, telling them about Masauerav. the “FinAmor” is part of
the music and transporting hq y ’ h the New Lute Cafe, a new
them to another time and arcnitect Of tne series of concerts at the

place”

The ensemble is unique
in having a singer perform along with the
period instruments. As a vocalist, Hassan
said, “T take into consideration the colors the
composer paints with musically and let that
guide me. My ultimate goal is to do the music
justice”

Lutes, like nearly all plucked stringed
instruments, are descended from the Middle
Eastern oud. They have a round, hollow body
with a flat front and a long neck. Depending
on the era, they may have as many as 14
strings made of sheep gut, according to
Rukavina, who lives in St. Paul’s Macalester-
Groveland neighborhood.

St. Paul Cathedral.

Summit Center. It is a
spinoff of the Lute Cafe,
which Rukavina founded a dozen years

ago. The monthly concert series featured
various configurations of the 10 or so lute
players living in the metropolitan area. Since
Rukavina and Berget are both members of
Ladyslipper, featuring that ensemble in a
New Lute Cafe program was a given.

Hassan founded Ladyslipper Ensemble in
2011 with friends who were passionate about
early music. “Chamber music is what I love
to do the most,” said Hassan, an Egyptian
American who moved to the Twin Cities 12
years ago. “I love the interaction between the
musicians and the repertoire”

Romance isn’t dead.
We malkie it daily.
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Ladyslipper members Paul Berget, theorbo; Mary Burke, viola de gamba; Sahar Hassan,
mezzo soprano; Julie Elhard, viola de gamba; and Phil Rukavina, lute. prorto sy BrAD sTAUFFER

Finding lost works and rarely heard
compositions for Ladyslipper requires some
intensive sleuthing, Hassan said. Early
music was often played in many different
arrangements and with as many players
as were available at the time. Ladyslipper
members have often had to write out their
parts in different keys. “It’s almost like the
jazz world,” Hassan said.

“Some of the music in this next concert
you can't find except for facsimile script or
notes,” she said. “It’s not that easy to come
by, and it isn't that readable. My colleagues,
who are good at early music, make it
comprehensible”

Ladyslipper Ensemble took its name from
the Minnesota state flower. Although it is
primarily a Twin Cities consort, the members
hope to perform in other areas of the state
as well and they wanted a name that was
memorable and easy to pronounce.

Ladyslipper is known for its performance
of early music. However, several years
ago it added musicians who play modern
instruments and branched into more
contemporary music. It has seven core
members, and guest artists are used as the
need arises.

“I didn’t want the group to be pigeon-
holed,” Hassan said. “We offer variety
on stage. We like to do a whole bunch of
combinations in the group. With the modern
group we do classical cabaret programs,
Gershwin, Kurt Weill. We're looking to
do repertoire that isn't your mainstream
chamber music”

“We do as much music as possible that
isn't done very often or that people haven’t
heard of or that isn't readily available,”
Rukavina said. “It’s a really fun group, very
accomplished”

Like the music, the setting for “FinAmor”
is also historic. The Summit Center for
Arts and Innovation is the former St. Pauls
Episcopal Church on the Hill, built in 1912
and designed by Emmanuel Masqueray,
the French-born architect of the St. Paul
Cathedral and Basilica of St. Mary in
Minneapolis. It offers exceptional acoustics
in a space that seats up to 500.

New Lute Cafe concerts, which last about
80 minutes, tend to be informal, Rukavina
said, and include coffee and cookies. Tickets
will be available at the door for a suggested
donation of $15.

For more information, call 651-699-1808.

WHAT WOULD YOU BE
WILLING TO DIE FOR?

A COMEDY OF
EPIC PROPORTIONS!

PARK SQUARE THEATRE
651.291.7005 / parksquaretheatre.org
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Music

“Music from the Heart,” a Valentine’s Day
edition of Thursday Musical, will feature
performances by clarinetist Karen Hansen,
flutist Jennifer Kennard, pianist Jeana Ogren
and soprano Meghann Schmidt at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, February 14, in Antonello Hall at
the MacPhail Center for Music, 501 Second
St. S. in Minneapolis. Admission is $15, $6
for students. A reception with free coffee and
doughnuts will precede the show at 10 a.m.
Call 612-333-0313.

The OK Factor, the genre-bending duo of
cellist Olivia Diercks and violinist Karla
Colahan, will perform from 6-8 p.m.
Thursday, February 14, in the Ratskellar
at Summit Brewing, 910 Montreal Circle.
Admission is free.

“Music from the Land of Three Faiths,”
early sacred, secular and folk songs of the
Jews, Christians and Muslims of the Medi-
terranean, will be performed by the Rose
Ensemble at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February
14, at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St.
Paul Ave. Guest artists include soprano Nell
Snaidas and Palestinian instrumentalist Zafer
Tawil. Admission is free, but reservations are
requested. Call 651-255-4753.

Grammy Award-winning songstress Kelly
Clarkson will bring her sensual soul-inspired
pop to Xcel Energy Center at 7 p.m. Saturday,
February 16. Special guests include Kelsea
Ballerini and Brynn Cartelli. Call 800-745-
3000 or visit ticketmaster.com.

The J.C. Sanford Quartet featuring Zacc
Harris, Chris Bates and J.T. Bates will play
jazz at 7 p.m. Saturday, February 16 in Studio
Z,275 E. Fourth St., Suite 200. A master class
will precede the show at 6 p.m. Tickets are
$12 in advance, $15 at the door. Call 651-
755-1600.

Black poetry and song composed by Samuel
Coleridge-Taylor, Florence Price, Margaret
Price, H. T. Burleigh and Moses Hogan will
be featured in a free Black History Month
concert by Macalester College students and
staff at 3 p.m. Sunday, February 17, in Mairs
Concert Hall of Mac’s Fine Arts Center.

“Love Resounding,” works by Kim D.
Sherman, Michael Ching, Moshe Knoll and
Victoria Malawey, will be performed by the
ARK Trio at 8 p.m. Thursday, February 21,
in the Concert Hall of the Fine Arts Center

Renaissance woman. roet, playwright, artist
and composer, Russian-born pianist Lera Auerbach will
perform Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition and her own
Labyrinth for Piano at 3 p.m. Sunday, February 24, in the
concert hall of the Fine Arts Center at Macalester College.
Tickets for the Chopin Society recital are $30, $15 for full-
time students. Call 612-822-0123. pHoTo BY N. FELLER

at Macalester College. The trio includes
soprano Allison Charney, pianist Reiko
Uchida and cellist Kajsa William-Olsson.
Admission is free.

World-class guitarists, the duo of Goran
Ivanovic and Fareed Haque will perform in
a Minnesota Guitar Society concert at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, February 23, in Sundin Hall,
1531 Hewitt Ave. The program includes
original compositions inspired by jazz,
classical, flamenco and Balkan folk music.
Tickets are $10-$25. Visit mnguitar.org.

Songs of love from the Jewish tradition
will be performed by the River Heights

whatever you heec
Call or stop by today to get started.

745 Market Street, Mendota Heights - 651.209.4800
W

GATEWAYBANK /I ;

www.gateway-banking.com
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Chorale, the Mount Zion
Temple adult choir and the
women’s a cappella group
Shir Harmony at 7 p.m.
Saturday, February 23, at
Mount Zion, 1300 Summit
Ave. Admission is free,
though donations will be
accepted for the chorale’s
scholarship fund.

Books

SubText Books, 6 W.

Fifth St., will play host

to poets Adrienne Novy,
E.J. Schoenborn and

Valin Paige reading from
their verse on February

14; author Sarah Stacke
discussing Photos Day or
Night: The Archive of Hugh
Mangum, her book about
the life and work of early
20th-century photographer
Hugh Mangum, February
20; an open reading by
local writers, February 21;
Maryse Meijer reading from
her short story collection,
Rag, February 26; and
author Raymond Strom
reading from his debut
novel, Northern Lights, Feb-
ruary 27. The programs are
free and begin at 7 p.m. Call
651-493-2791.

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
the old-fashioned way
from 7-8 p.m. Thursday;,
February 14, by listening to
classic 19th-century poetry
in the drawing room of the James J. Hill
House, 240 Summit Ave. Dressed in 1890s
evening wear, actors Craig Johnson, Laura
Salveson and Ann Daly will recite poems

by Dickinson, Poe, Longfellow, Browning
and others that deal with love, romance,
temperance, sports and war. Patrons may
bring a short Victorian poem of their own to
recite. The cost is $12, light refreshments and
tours included. Call 651-285-7550.

Diesel Heart, the autobiography of former
St. Paul police officer Melvin Carter Jr., who
grew up in the old Rondo neighborhood and

HOME!
EPISCOPAL

OMES £1894

As we see it, the biggest problem with
conventional “nursing homes”is that they
are more about “nursing” than “home.”
The Gardens at Episcopal Homes
employs the GREEN HOUSE® Model of
Care. It's a proven “person first” model of
care that you can feel good about.

Come experience Minnesota’s first
GREEN HOUSE® Home in person. You
will come away understanding why we
say they're not just “home-like,” they’re

is the father of Mayor Melvin Carter III, will
be launched from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday,
February 20, at the Hallie Q. Brown Com-
munity Center, 270 N. Kent St. The free
celebration will feature live music.

Dance

Contempo Physical Dance and Brazilian
choreographer Nildinha Fonseca of Balé
Folclérico da Bahia join forces in a program
of contemporary Afro-Brazilian dance at
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, February 22
and 23, in the O’Shaughnessy at St. Catherine
University. The program will feature the
world premiere of Fonsecas “Agbara Obirin”
(“Strong Women”). Tickets are $27 with
discounts for students, seniors and military
personnel. Call 651-690-6700.

Exhibits

“Winter Nights/Summer Light,” a solo
show by botanical printmaker Linda Snouffer
featuring images of the brilliant days ahead,
is on view through March 3 in the Cloister
Art Gallery at House of Hope Church, 797
Summit Ave. A public reception for the art-
ist will be held from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 3. Call 651-227-6311.

A retrospective of the works of book artist
Jody Williams is being featured through April
21 in the Literary Commons on the second
floor of Open Book, 1011 Washington Ave.
S.in Minneapolis. A public reception with a
presentation by the artist will be held from
6-8 p.m. Thursday, February 21. Williams

is the winner of the 2019 Minnesota Book
Artist Award for “For Now;” a combination
book, box and puzzle.

The League of Lonfellow Artists will
present its second Winter Fine Art
Exhibition show and sale on February 16-
17 and 23-24 at Squirrel Haus Arts, 3450
Snelling Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The weekend
event will run from noon-5 p.m. each day.
Artist demonstrations and craft activities for
children and adults will be featured every
day. An opening reception with a deejay and
wine, beer and snacks will be held from 5-7
p-m. Saturday, February 16. Admission is
free. Visit lolaartcrawl.com.

“Mingeisota: Merging Nature and Culture,”
functional pottery by Lee Love and pottery,

Th
Gardens

INNOVATIVE CARE
WITH COMFORTS
LIKE HOME

PLAN ATOUR!
651-632-8801

www.EpiscopalHomes.org
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murals and sculpture by Matthew Krousey,
will be displayed from February 18 through
April 19 at Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761
Raymond Ave. An opening reception will
be held from 5-9 p.m. Friday, March 29. For
gallery hours, call 651-644-9200.

“Lest We Forget,” visual art by Sandra

Brick inspired by Minneapolis resident Fred
Amram stories about his early life in Nazi
Germany and as a refugee in the U.S., will

be displayed from February 26 to May 21 at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. Admission is free. For gallery hours, call
651-699-1378.

Film

Mr. Soul! (2018), a documentary about
black talk show host Ellis Haizlip and his
public-television variety show, “Soul!,”

will be screened by Sound Unseen at 7

p.m. Wednesday, February 13, at Trylon
Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St., Minneapolis. Also
produced by the enigmatic Haizlip, “Soul!”
ran from 1968-73, offering an unfiltered
and uncompromising exploration of black
literature, poetry, music and politics. Tickets
are $10 in advance, $12 at the door. Visit
soundunseen.com.

Anna Karenina, the 1935 film version of
Tolstoy’s tragic tale of passion, revenge and
social status in 19th-century Russia, will be
screened at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, February
20, in Best Buy Theater at Northrop Audi-
torium. Greta Garbo, Fredric Marsh and
Basil Rathbone star. Admission is free. Call
612-625-6600.

Theater

Not in Our Neighborhood, a historical play
by Tom Fabel and Eric Wood that recalls

the bigotry that black homeowners William
and Nellie Francis faced upon moving into a
new house in Macalester-Groveland in 1924,
will be performed at 7 p.m. February 14-16
and 22-23 in Weyerhaeuser Auditorium at
Landmark Center. For tickets, priced at $10,
call 651-292-3063.

Benevolence, a sequel to Ifa Bayeza’s drama
about Emmett Till, the black teenager whose
1955 lynching in Mississippi sparked the
civil rights movement, will open on February
14 at Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent St.
Directed by Talvin Wilks, the drama tells of a
small town in the South that is turned upside
down when a young boy from Chicago
visits. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays
and Fridays, 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays, 2
p-m. Sundays, and 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays through March 10. For tickets,
call 651-224-3180.

Isaac’s Eye, Theatre Pro Ratas production

of a drama by Lucas Hnath about science,
ambition and an imaginary meeting between
British scientists Isaac Newton and Robert
Hooke, will close with performances at 7:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 3 p.m. Sunday,
February 15-17, at the Gremlin Theatre, 550
N. Vandalia St. Tickets are priced on a sliding
scale from $14-$41. Call 612-234-7135.

Line of Sight, a new play by Shannon Kearns
that confronts the gun culture in America
head-on, will be staged from February 15
through March 2 by Uprising Theatre Com-
pany. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays and 1:30 and 7:30
p.m. Saturdays at the Off Leash Area Art
Box, 4200 E. 54th St. in Minneapolis. Tickets
are $20. Call 612-520-1230.

The Government Inspector, Jeftrey
Hatcher’s adaptation of the classic farce by
Nikolai Gogol, will open on February 15
at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S.
in Minneapolis. The drama demonstrates
that the comic potential of government
bureaucracy is timeless. Show times are
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.

Sundays through March 10. Tickets are $22.
Call 612-333-3010.

Actually, an edgy new drama about sexual
consent, will open on February 16 on the
Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s stage
at the Highland Park Community Center,
1978 Ford Pkwy. Written by Anna Ziegler
and directed by Harry Waters Jr., it stars
Miriam Schwarz and JuCoby Johnson as
college students who must recount their
intimate evening together for a university
panel charged with determining whether

a sexual assault took place. Sixteen perfor-
mances are scheduled on afternoons and
evenings through March 10. Tickets are $23-
$38 with discounts for students and those
under age 40. Call 651-647-4315.

The Lincoln Center Theater Broadway
production of Falsettos will be presented at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 2 and
7:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, February
19-24, at the Ordway Music Theater. The
hilarious and poignant musical by William
Finn and James Lapine revolves around a
charming, neurotic gay man, his wife, lover
and adolescent son, and the lesbians next
door. It stars Nick Adams, Nick Blaemire,
Eden Espinosa, Max von Essen, Audrey
Cardwell and Bryonha Marie Parham. Visit
ordway.org or call 651-224-4222.

Family

Musical Storytime, a program of move-
ment and crafts, a reading of Gene Baer’s
story “Thump, Thump, Rat-a-Tat-Tat” and a
playing of Copland’s “Fanfare for the Com-
mon Man” and Sousas “The Washington
Post March,” will be offered from noon-12:45
p.m. Saturday, February 16, at St. Joseph's
School of Music, 450 N. Syndicate St., Suite
350. The free session is intended for families
with children ages 3-8. For reservations, call
651-690-4364.

“The Supercilious Ways of Walter Wading,”
a free workshop and show that introduces
children ages 3 and older and their families
to theater and dance, will be offered by the
Spark Theater on Saturday, February 16,

at Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. The workshop will begin at 10
a.m. followed by the 40-minute show at 11
a.m. Visit sparktheater.com.

History and science come together in family
activities focused on the role of science, tech-
nology, engineering and math in industry
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, February 16,
at the Mill City Museum, 704 S. Second

St. in Minneapolis. Learn about kitchen
chemistry, experiment with hydroelectricity
and mechanical waterpower and discover
the simple machines of the milling industry.
Scientists and engineers from the National
Park Service and the Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization will be on hand
to answer questions. Admission is $6-$12.
Call 612-341-7555.

Balkan Fest, a celebration of the cultures
found on the Balkan Peninsula of Eastern
Europe, will be hosted by the Ethnic Dance
Theatre from noon-5 p.m. Sunday, February
17, at Landmark Center. Featured will be the
live music and dances of Albania, Bosnia,
Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Macedonia, Slo-
venia, Greece, Turkey and Bulgaria. Arts and
crafts of the Balkans will be displayed and
demonstrated, and the foods of the region
will be available for purchase. Admission is
$6, $4 for children ages 6-12.

Teddy Bear Story Time will be held from
10:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 19, at
the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave.
Presented in honor of President Theodore
Roosevelt, for whom the beloved stuffed
animal was named, the event will include a
tour of the mansion tailored for preschool
through 1st-grade children accompanied by
an adult. The cost is $6 for ages 2 and up.
Call 651-297-2555 or visit cart.mnhs.org.

Engineering, art and
technology workshops
for ages 6-17. All year.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Feeling the onset
of playoft fever

r I this is the most wonderful time of the year for winter
prep sports. The state high school skiing and dance
team tournaments are this week, followed by the state

girls’ hockey tournament and gymnastics meet on February

20-23. In rapid-fire order, state wrestling, boys’ swimming,

boys’ hockey, and girls’ and boys’ basketball all follow.

The state tournaments are always the big shows. However,
the section playofts are often where the more thrilling
encounters take place. Jim O’'Neill couldnt possibly count
how many section games he has coached during more than
three decades of leading the Cretin-Derham Hall boys’
hockey and baseball teams. One thing he does know is that
the section playoffs were more nerve-racking to prepare for
than the state tournaments.

“Once you get to state, itss all a bonus,” O’Neill said.
“Getting there is tough though. There are so many little
things that can go wrong”

O’Neill took three Raider hockey teams to state. The first
of those was in 1988 and followed a memorable comeback
win over South St. Paul in the section final. The Packers
broke a 2-2 tie with 20 seconds to play. Not to be outdone,
CDH came back down the ice, tied the game with a couple of
seconds left and then won in overtime.

In 2006, the Raiders demolished Grand Rapids 7-0 for the
state Class AA title. Those are fond memories, but they often
get blocked out by the ones that got away.

“We lost so many section games in overtime. I remember
one against Woodbury. We led 2-0 in the third period and
even got a penalty shot. We missed it and they came back to
beat us,” O’'Neill said with a sigh.

This year, he can enjoy the games from the stands and sleep
better at night. The Raiders were 14-7-1 through February
9 under first-year head coach Matt Funk. After a 3-4 start,
CDHs only setbacks have been to St. Thomas Academy,
White Bear Lake and Stillwater. It helps when you have a
sniper like Raider junior Matt Gleason, a Colorado College
commit who already has 31 goals this season.

CDH will face some heavy lifting when the playoffs
begin next week in Section 6AA, which contains Edina and
Wayzata. Both of those teams beat the Raiders in December.
Still, the beauty of section play is that hope springs eternal.

St. Paul United may face familiar foe

This may not have been the way St. Paul United girls’
hockey coach Mark Johnson planned it, but his players got a
feel for what section hockey might be all about on February
2 when they defeated South St. Paul 5-3 at Drake Arena. The
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A worthwhile pursuit

Highland’s well-balanced Nordic teams return to state

By BiLL WAGNER

Highland Park High School Nordic

ski coach Brad Moening as both his
girls’ and boys™ teams took the Section
3 championships by storm at Theodore
Wirth Park on February 5.

Both squads now advance to the state
meet on February 14 at Giants Ridge in
Biwabik. The top two teams and the top
six individuals from each section qualify
for state.

Last winter, the Highland girls fin-
ished seventh at state, while the boys
were 11th. “Both of our teams are much
improved over last year;” Moening said.

Moening, who has coached Nordic
skiing at Highland for 17 seasons, was
almost at a loss to explain how well his
two squads did at sections this time
around. So he came right to the point:
“We pretty much dominated”

The Highland girls scored a perfect
394 that easily outdistanced second-
place Central's 347. The Scots were
competing in several inches of fresh
snow that day, which was somewhat of a
novelty for them.

“Wed been skiing in manmade snow
all season,” Moening said. “I think (the
fresh snow) slowed things down.

The Scots left little doubt from the
outset who would win the section meet.
The girls placed all seven of their ski-
ers in the top nine, starting with fresh-
man Molly Moening winning the event
by more than a minute with a pursuit
time of 33.59. Highland sophomore
Celeste Alden finished second, sopho-
more Anna Schmidt was third, junior
Caroline Harding was fourth, freshman
Rayna Axelson was fifth, freshman Ad-
die Fabel was seventh and sophomore
Maeve Moening was ninth. Highland
had such a tight-knit group that they all
finished with less than a 5-minute gap
between them.

This potent lineup gives coach Moe-
ning ample reason for great optimism
going into state. Though Armstrong is
rated as the favorite to win, he likes his
two top guns in daughter Molly and
then Alden, and the way the supporting
cast can come through.

“The numbers two through five
(team) spots could really be up for
grabs,” coach Moening said.

It couldn’t have been a better day for
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VITAMINS, MINERALS, SUPPLEMENTS, HERBS,
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Members of Highland’s highly successful varsity girls’Nordic ski team, from
left, include: (front row) Silja Earl-Tornainen, Rayna Axelson, Molly Moen-
ing and Celeste Alden; (back row) Caroline Harding, Maeve Moening, Anna
Schmidt and Claire Temali. Not pictured is Addie Fabel. p1oto sy BrAD STAUFFER

Molly Moening and Alden comple-
ment each other in terms of style, which
make the Scots so hard to beat. “Celeste
is more of a strength skier, while Molly
goes more with finesse,” said the coach.

At press time, Molly Moening was
rated fourth individually in the state,
while Alden was 10th. “We haven't really
had that kind of a one-two punch here
before,” coach Moening said.

In addition to Armstrong, he tabbed
Stillwater and Wayzata as threats to be
reckoned with in state.

Visitation sophomore Margaret Dals-
eth finished first among those who
qualified for state as individuals with a
pursuit time of 38.33.

Nordic boys’ meet

Whereas the Highland girls’ team was
figured to be a solid contender to make
state at the start of the season, the Scot
boys have proven to be more of an over-
achieving bunch. The boys topped the
field at the Section 3 meet with a score of
390. They placed all seven of their skiers
in the top 10 while outlasting second-
place Minnehaha Academy (346).

The Highland boys had a pretty good
grouping of their own as there was only
a 1.18-minute difference between senior
Nathaniel Alden, who came in second

overall with a pursuit time of 29.39, and
junior Cole Johnson, who finished 10th
overall at 30.57. Highland sophomore
Otto Schmidt was third overall, junior
Calvin Boone was fourth, senior Ian
Boylan was fifth, junior Conor Gregg-
Escalante was sixth and eighth-grader
Davis “Dolly” Isom was ninth.

Coach Moening said Davis is rarely
called by his first name. He got the Dolly
nickname after Bjorn Dolly, a promi-
nent European skier.

The coach had great things to say
about the role of Boylan in organizing
the off-season training regimen for both
the boys’ and girls’ teams and just gener-
ally being a great teammate.

“He’s hands down the best captain
I've had here,” coach Moening said. “His
leadership has been at the core of our
(conditioning and preparation). He's the
lynchpin”

Among those who qualified for state
as individuals was St. Paul Academy se-
nior Peter Moore, who topped the field
by a two-minute margin with a pursuit
time of 27.32. St. Thomas Academy se-
nior Joey Motzel finished third among
individuals at 30.54, Henry Sibley senior
Ben Church was fourth at 31.19 and
Central junior Aidan Finnegan was fifth
at 31.26.

Cléttager Coupon

10% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
ORDER!*
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Davis keeps Central clicking in boys’ hoops

By BiLL WAGNER

Scott Howell really appreciates just how

talented senior guard Daveonte Davis is.

“He’s our leading scorer, but he’s also

an all-around player;” said Howell, the head

coach of the Central High School boys’ bas-
ketball team. “He gives us so much?”

Davis was averaging around 20 points per
game for the Minutemen, who were 14-5
overall and 7-0 in the St. Paul City Confer-
ence through February 6. When the ball’s in
his hands, he’s a threat to score from nearly
anywhere on the court. He can pull up and
shoot a jumper, he has a nice touch from
three-point range and he’s tenacious when he
drives to the hoop.

He also has a nose for hitting the boards,
averaging about 11 rebounds per game, and
he adds about a half-dozen assists.

“I like to bring a lot of energy to my game;’
Davis said. “And I like to get everybody in-
volved—whatever it takes to win”

Howell said that for Davis that includes
playing shutdown defense. Davis can be

relied on for tough man-to-man coverage all
game long. “He takes great pride in his de-
fense,” Howell said.

“Ijust have that kind of mentality—to shut
people down,” Davis said.

He’s also very durable and doesn't like to
come out of a game, even for a short breather.
“I've played whole games,” he said. “ I dont
get tired”

Davis can fill the role of either a shooting
guard or a point guard. He said he prefers
the former and gave a shout-out to classmate
Ronnell Porter, who complements him in
the backcourt and scores around 14 points a
game. “Ronnell is a great point guard,” Davis
said.

Central, which finished 16-10 last season,
now has a senior-laden team that continues
to grow in experience. Davis thinks that the
Minutemen are much better than a year ago,
and that “we have a really good chance for a
run at state;” he said.

Howell said what he likes most about Da-
vis is the way he seems to turn in his best per-
formances at crunch time. In a 70-64 victory

over Lenox in South Dakota in early Janu-
ary, Davis was a huge presence, both on the
scoresheet and on the boards.

“He just took it over down the stretch,
Howell said. “We also had a close game
against Osseo (in December) when he did
the same thing”

Davis, who is 6-foot-3 and has a special
talent for grabbing offensive boards, said re-
bounding requires great anticipation in addi-
tion to athleticism.

“You need to get good position and be
strong on the ball) he said. “You have to
really want it”

Where Davis is particularly dangerous is
in putting the ball on the floor and attacking
the basket. He’s very hard to thwart on the
drive, and even teams that manage to keep
him from scoring from the field will probably
send him to the free throw line.

“That's my strongest point—going to the
hoop,” he said.

At this point Davis isnt sure where helll
end up playing next year, but Howell said he’s
getting looks from several college programs.

Central’s Daveonte Davis goes up against
Highland’s Abdalla Mohamed in a win by the
Minutemen on February 5. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER
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United jumped to a 3-1 lead after one period. The Packers
came back to within a goal twice, but each time the United
countered with a tally of their own. United goalie Kenzie
Giese had 30 saves to help seal the win.

The United finished the regular season 10-13-2 overall.
Now it’s on to Section 4A play. The United earned the second
seed and were set to face Mahtomedi on February 12 at Woog
Arena. Top-seeded South St. Paul will face either Henry
Sibley or Simley that evening, with the section final to be
played on the Packers home ice two nights later.

None of this appears to faze Johnson, whose team
combines players from Visitation and St. Paul Academy. “It
took a while for everyone to get together;” he said. “They all
come from different programs. They had to get used to me
and I to them. We did a lot of moving folks around until we

summer at

SPA

LEARN eEXPLORE*CREATE

www.spa.edu/summer

found who fit best together. They’re getting it now.”

Tommies dominate MIAC winter sports

The winter sports season is rapidly drawing to a close
for the Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. The
University of St. Thomas” new athletic director, Phil Engen,
is witnessing what predecessor Steve Fritz often did as the
Tommies sit atop most of the league’s standings. Both the
UST women’s and men’s basketball teams are among the top
five in Division III in the country. The women held a two-
game lead over Augsburg with two games to go and the men
had a two-game lead over St. John's with two to play.

The Tommie men and women also are the defending
champs and favorites to repeat at the MIAC swimming and
diving championships on February 13-16 at the University of
Minnesota Aquatic Center.

St. PAUL ACADEMY AND SUMMIT SCHOOL

UST women’s hockey has been in a tight race with Hamline
all season. Both teams are ranked in the top five in the
country and will face each other in the season’s final series
on February 15-16. UST men’s hockey ranks second in the
conference to defending champ Augsburg.

The Tommies will likely be favored as well when the
conference’s track and field teams get together on February
21-23 at St. Olaf College.

MIAC basketball and hockey have playoffs that start the
third week of February. Even if St. Thomas should falter
in the conference basketball tourneys, its teams have good
enough records to easily get into the playoffs as at-large
berths. Hockey is a different story. Since not as many Division
III schools play hockey, at-large spots are hard to come by
and the tendency has been to lean toward Eastern schools.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

SPA’s summer enrichment workshops are where the fun is this summer! Visit
www.spa.edu/summer for full workshop details and secure online registration.

ArtMarks: Fantastic Fibers, grades 3-5

ArtMarks: Cooperative Creations,
grades 3-5

ArtMarks: Drawing and Painting
with Pizzazz, grades 3-5

Rockets, Rockets Everywhere,
grades 4-6

The Science and Art of Candy Making,
grades 4-6 Workshop full!

Amazing Mazes, grades 4-6

Rube Goldberg Machines, grades 5-8
Space limited!

Arduino Programming and Making,
grades 6-8

Creative Science, grades 6-8
Advanced Creative Science, grades 6-8

Film and Frolic: Moviemaking,
grades 6-9 Space limited!

Board Game Design, grades 7-11

Intro to Programming in Processing,
grades 8-12

Maker Camp: Wood Shop, grades 9-12

Maker Camp: Screen Printing,
grades 9-12

Life of a Story: Writing Workshop,
grades 9-12

Debate Institute, grades 9-12
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LRW. | thank my lucky stars that
we met and love you more every
day. How wonderful my life is
with you in the world. Te amo. ¥
Jcw

GRH. You make me nuts but | love
you anyway. ¥ JAG

YOU ARE MY sunshine, my dear
little girl. Your curly brown hair
is fuzzy and cute. And, my oh my
how you like your birthday suit. |
will love you forever and ever. You
mean the world to me, Sending
love from your Grandmary. ¥

“STUPID CUPID"” is a great old
song, But today that style is just
plain wrong. Cupid keeps on cuz
he's no quitter, And works his
magic by Zoosk and Twitter. ¥
ANON

DEAR MARY, | ask God to bless
you as a woman of strength
who understands how much
your work, your gifts, and your
influence make a difference to
those around you—including me
and our family. As a wife and a
mother you are loved more than
you know! Renew her with health
and strength...hold her steady...in-
spire her mind with hope...guide
her footsteps...Bless her day with
happiness and laughter! Thank
you for her! All my love!! ¥ C.S.

ROSES ARE RED, Violets are blue. |
love my Finn and kalakukko, too.
¥ ANON

EUREKA! What a garden she
grows! Sips her G & T while ad-
miring her yard. Jamie at her feet.
Sending love and birthday wishes.
Will Baklava be the special treat?
Happy Birthday singing doo-
dodd---doo-dodd---singing doo-
dodd all the day! ¥ Your friend,
MH

MOM & POPS, You two are great,
you two are fun, thanks for the
hips cuz now | can run! ¥ JAG

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for
holiday gifts, businesses, sales,
weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details, text
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.
com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run,
t-shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for
holiday gifts or any occasion you
are promoting. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

8x10 SLED BED snowmobile trailer
with salt shield. Excellent condi-
tion, $1000. 651-646-5175.

WANTED TO BUY

BEST PAYOUT! OId furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and
more. 651-227-2469.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry.
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. | make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references.
License #RR155317. Insured.
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.
PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small
painting jobs, wallpaper removal.
612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, proficient.
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”,
651-285-3237.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky
faucets to new additions. | can
save you money on electrical and
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior.
Free estimates. 651-246-2869;
www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 30+ years;
good references. 651-207-2249c.
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Attention
to detail. Call Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

PATES
=

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

PatesRoofing.com
Lic. #RR155317

SFIESS
LUMBING

RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Lic. » Bonded ¢ Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

Repair ® Remodeling

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

== |Neaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring

Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

CLICK THROUGH OUR

CLASSIFIED ADS AT

MyVillager.com

( g
-\

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories & more information available at
www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.
All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: February 27

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and col-
umn bases replicated plus other
woodturning and woodworking.
612-940-7591 or theturningpoint
woodworks.com

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great
prices, FREE estimates. Same day
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair,
creation and remodeling. Great
savings! Call for free consultation.
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle
bathrooms.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile.
612-275-9815.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL.
Sheetrock, plaster, textures, skim
coating and painting. Insured.
David, 612-554-3028.

*) OF L SERVICES*
Remodel, renovation, restora-
tion plus new construction. Decks,
doors, baths and more. 651-
276-8233.

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes.
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured.
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

Call NOW to Reserve

NOW

PLOWING &
SHOVELING

Tree & Stump
Removal

I EXEXE
WDS _
Landscaping
651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

Deadline: February 20

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th
year in Villager area. Fully insured
for your peace of mind. Call us
today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured.
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling:
Basements to Chimneys. 20%
Senior Discount. BBB Listed, also
Angie’s List. Free estimates. Jeff,
651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for
your peace of mind. Call us today.
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman
Services. MN License #BC665235.
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All
general repairs, large and small
projects; low rates; quality work.
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CHAIRS RE-GLUED*
by Cilek, 651-699-4022.

LANDMARK TILE & Stone.
Certified Tile Installer and
Member of the National Tile
Contractors Association. Free
Estimates. Insured. Contact Tim,
651-260-9325 or tim@landmark
tradesmn.com

HOME HANDYMAN. Retired
teacher. House repairs, carpentry,
tiling, painting, flooring. Prompt,
reliable, reasonable rates. Dan,
612-388-3946.

HANDYMAN SERVICES by
Merriam Park Painting. Small
house projects done right! Sash
cords, torn screens, sticking doors,
pictures hung and more. 651-
224-3660.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

THE BEST Residential Snow
Removal Services. Seasonal con-
tracts starting as low as $210/
month. Bluhm Brothers
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or
www.BluhmBrothers.com

P N
DON'T

Replace your

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

*PH.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul.
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE.
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete
hardscaping/landscaping ser-
vices. Free estimates. Licensed.
Insured. References. phminc@
frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnAndLandscape.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651-
690-1284.

SNOW/LAWN SERVICE. Sidewalks,
driveways. Roof tops/ice removal.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn
Care. Hedge trimming. Highland
resident. Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ROOF SNOW, ice removal
and snow shoveling. GUTTER
CLEANING. Licensed, insured;
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter
Service, 651-699-8900.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect
your roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956.
PatesRoofing.com

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced.
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years' experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Personal
touch. 10+ years’ experience.
References. Anna, 612-261-9835.

HOUSECLEANING. SERVING your
community for over 20 years.
Molly & Rita, 612-414-9241.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

HODGES CLEANING Company.
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

DOMESTIC SERVICES.
Housesitting, organization, er-
rands, spring cleaning, party assis-
tance and more! Carrie,
612-703-6868.

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

621 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

MOBILE EMERGENCIES: JUMP
START, FLAT TIRE, OUT OF GAS
and more. Excellent rates. Fast
Service. Locally owned. 651-
242-7914. www.fixnagogo.com

BEAUTY PRODUCTS

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

COMPUTER/INTERNET

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware
removal, networking wired and
wireless, installation. Great rates.
10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276.
474 Hamline.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing.
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs,
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable
and local. 25+ years' experience.
Text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular.
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651-
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my cozy
home ... or yours. Trish, 651-
387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
HighlandTailors.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTERREPAIR

95% Dust-Free r
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
~s Since 1986 ..

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

o,

Babcock & Son\

x
@ SECURITY CORPORATION /]
O A 716 SO. CLEVELAND

u

-

651690-4443
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FREE WEDDING Officiant. 25+
years' experience. 612-964-0859.
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.
com

HELP WANTED

WE WANT YOU! At Home
Apartments is hiring Maintenance
Technicians. Full or Part Time.
Maintenance experience not re-
quired. Great benefits: medical/
dental/vision, retirement savings,
PTO and more. Contact Garth
Mann at 651-209-8317 for more
information.

OFFICE MANAGER. St. Anthony
Park United Church of Christ seeks
Office Manager. 16 hours/week,
Tuesday-Friday. $16,640 annual
salary. Visit www.sapucc.org for
position description and applica-
tion details.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of
the law. Equal housing opportu-
nity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in
the Highland Park and Crocus
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111
today for rental information on
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

1331 LINCOLN AVENUE. 3 bed-
room, 1 bath, upper duplex.
$1950. Built-ins, den, sunroom,
eat-in kitchen, formal dining
room, balcony, laundry, garage.
651-285-3034.

GRAND AVE, 1860. Charming 2
bedroom, 2 bath. $1695 plus heat/
electric; no smoking/pets. 651-
699-8900.

FOR RENT - ROOMS

HIGHLAND PARK. 1561 Scheffer.
Call Fred, 701-260-9969 or 763-
250-3301.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

GRAND AVENUE. Prime 1 and 2+
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants,
therapists, body work, etc.
Adjacent shops and parking. From
$350. Contact Sue @ 612-
824-7000, extension 32.

PERSONALS

ST. JUDE'S NOVENA. May the
Sacred Heart of Jesus be Adored,
Glorified, Loved and Preserved,
throughout the world, now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus,
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help
of the hopeless, pray for us. T.0.C.

MikEe
MoHs

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

_ N\

ALL STAR

PLUMBING « REPAIR *+ REMODELING

Master Plumber

Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates ¢ 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369

~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List
Jack Stodola  MN #003414 PM

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence

Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers o Professional Service
Tree Trimming & Removal  Stump Removal
Residential

gy oweo 691-864-3317 Eomerca

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted FREE ESTIMATES

Service Directory

Don Rhoades Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 lic# EAD00S30

MERRIAM PARK

PAI NTI NG Estfmates

* Interior-Exterior Painting
¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. N
* Wallpapering gt

Call Ed, 651224-3660 <,
www.mppainting.com

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation < Repair < Refinishing
* Sanding (Dust Free) - 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952:292:2349

escobarflooring@gmail.com BB8-

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings - Painting

MAud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Speclallzing since 1992 Free Estimates

L .
o«
HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & A!F%

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

o Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

iMORAN’sq
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing
Licensed, bonded & insured

Call today for
a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

WINTER IS
THE TIME!

to prune oak, apple and most

other trees and shrubs

Certified Arborist

691-699-1022

I T
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights ¢ Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ° Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209 i vic. scussss J

.@ Bgrden bordenwin';:‘;.n;l:;:
Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tift-in windows—for less!

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture
Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

651-497-9891

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

/\—
METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/isit our website
Quarve.com

Since 1983
MnBC006016

763-785-1472

\\./7
A<

T R m—
Electrical Service

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 v

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

Steigauf Brothers

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

e Clean ¢ Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 OhIO St.

e Additions

¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
*Concrete "
* Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.nillesbuilders.com

—_ qop———
Save Thousands

Over Rep[acement!
—_— <«o>———

ROOF SNOW REMOVAL
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INc.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson

1864 Grand Ave.
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

&h.l'
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Floor Sanding
*>Sanding > Install > Refinishing
‘%‘Repair > Maintenance

it @] 2=-290-1533
SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP_ @

We service most makes and sell NEW! El.'llﬂ

444 N. Prior ¢ St. Paul 55104  651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com  © Established 1989 +

Serving area since 1973

651699'8900

MN ID#BC126373

Angies list

National

o Interior & Exterior Painting
"60 e Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
%3 e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
o Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
e Ceiling Texturing/Repair
METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES
(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

Jour house like

& = B
{ painting by

p:oa

STOP ICE DAMS

o/ CHECK DUR REVIEWS.
Angies list

’ ACCREDITED
I
B‘E‘B BUSINESS

FREE ESTIMATES

IceDamSolutionsMinnesota.com

Gutter

Heated Gutter Guards
Heated Eaves & Valley Panels for all Roofs

651-955-6207

Fglove’

WWW.
landscapesbyscott
.com

me?pace

LANDSCAPES
612.868.7787

Scott Solomonson'’s cell:

7~ N
\WAdy
\\\ N P4,/ CHILEEN
~y »— PAINTING
I 2~ 612.850.0325
0 o g
— « — greg@chileen.com

ater Damage Repair
Historical Restoration ¢ Wood Replacement
Carpentry Plus

\ ChileenPainting.com y

Interior & Exterior

&

Like us on

at TheVillagerMN

and join the conversation.

612.729.7608 « www.buck-bros.com

We design & build
in your neighborhood

Kitchens, Baths, Additions
Restorations

BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION

MN license #4593




coLbweLL
BANKER O

BURNET

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

\
KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

RICHARD BERGER
651-282-9649

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-275-1343

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

cbburnet.com

HOME SELLER SEMINARS!
Issellingahomeinyourfuture? Maybein20197?
Come to learn the basics steps! No obligation!
No pressure! Just GREAT information!
Tuesday, February 26, 7-8pm

OR Saturday, March 2, 9-10am.

Call or email for more information!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

WELCOME HOME TO 1347 WHEELER STREET
This two-story home features, original wood-
work, three bedrooms on one level, wood
burning fireplace and main floor den/family
room. Situated on a comer double lot, =

this is a unique private setting in

convenient Highland Park location.

Newer mechanicals and roof.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 « $285,000

LOGATION, LOCATION...!
In the heart of Macalester Groveland is this
charming 20's built 3BR, 2BA, 2-story. All new
windows, gleaming hrdwd floors, granite and
maple kitchen, updated baths,
finished lower level, large back
porch and conveniently located
to everything! Call Lolly for details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

TWO STORY BRICK COLONIAL!
Home features custom patterned hardwood
floors, curved staircase, a wonderful mix of natu-
ral and enameled woodwork. Grand entertaining
spaces. Brick paver driveway &
heated garage. Newer windows
throughout. Finished lower level.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $1,175,000

SUNNY 2ND FLOOR GONDO!

This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo has
fabulous views. Harwood floors, wood
burning fireplace, 3rd floor guest suite.
302 Summit Ave unit F. -

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 « $392,000

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

By combining a customized market-
ing plan with knowledge of the cur-
rent market, we helped these sellers
achieve success! Let us
put our knowledge & exper-
tise to work for you, too!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON cgs, cri
651-329-1264

CORNER LOT CHARMER

Full of updates, this beautiful home is located
in a sweet pocket of Hamline-Midway at 1282
Seminary. 4 BR/2BA with central arr, finished
basement, updated kitchen and more!

MICHAELA TOOHEY
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-282-9617
$299,000

Making Dreams Come Home"

R i =3
DESIGNED WITH DISTINGTION!!
Enticing 3BR, 3BA two-storif accented with fabu-
lous amenities throughout. Living room with fire-
place, sun-drenched sitting room, fabulous kitchen
with granite. Luxurious owner's suite
with whirlpool. Private wooded oasis
in the city! 2410 Edgcumbe Road.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $395,000

HISTORIC ELEGANGE ON SUMMIT AVENUE!
Truly stunning 7BR, 6BA country estate is nestled
on 2/3 acre of lush, manicured” beauty. Character
abounds with the beautiful brick exterior, lovely hrdwd,
rich milwork. Enjoy sparking sun-

rooms, modern kitchen, owner’s suite,

2FPs, 2-car gar. 952 Summit Avenue.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $1,225,000

. il

456 SUMMIT AVENUE #208

Affordable association living on Summit!
Condo facing the Avenue with new floor-
ing, carBet, and stainless steel appli-
ances. Unit is 1-bedroom,

1-bath, storage unit, and a

1-car garage. HOA includes

heat.

RICHARD BERGER \
612-710-9502 » $150,000 P e

COMING ATTRACTION!!

In the heart of famed “Tangletown” near
Macalester College is this authentic arts
and crafts themed bungalow with beautiful
state of the art kitchen and

adjoining family/sun room. All

the charm of the era! Call Lolly

for price and details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

ON PLEASANT LAKE

Stunning contemporary home on the
island of North Oaks with 200’ of lake-
shore! Gourmet kitchen and luxurious main
floor master suite has it all.

Fabulous entertaining spaces

both inside and out!
www.NorthOakslsland.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $1,475,000

STUNNING 3RD FLOOR CONDO!

This delightful 2BR/2BA condo, in the
historic Horace Rugg house, is open and
airy with huge windows and fabulous views,
a balcony, a 1 car garage and :

a building elevator. This is a

charming treetop retreat with

all the amenities. Must see.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $415,000

e —

EXPECT TO BE ENVIED!!

743 Goodrich Ave: Stunning 5 bedroom brick
home designed by Clarence Johnson with a
recent addition and kitchen complete renovation
designed by Charlie Simmons

and constructed by John Kraemer.

Amazing home for entertaining as

well as every day living.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $1,600,000

Il

COMFORTABLE ITALIAN FARMHOUSE

Interior Designer's home that has been featured in
many publications including Perspectives in Design
& built by Cates Fine Homes. This Italian Farmhouse
is detailed beyond compare & sits

just off Deep Lake and features an

open floor plan with abundant light.
www.NorthOaksPrivateEstate.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 « $1,495,000

EAGAN MASTERPIEGE!

Pampered 5BR, 4BA is brimming with updates and is
set on a paradise half acre. Discover soaring vaulted
ceilings, luxurious owner's suite, 3 fireplaces, lovely
hardwood floors. Walk-out lower level

with complete in-law suite. Patio, deck,

6 garage stalls! 853 Great Oaks Tral.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

ROOM TO ROAM!!!

4513 Alicia Drive: Stunning 4+ bedroom
with high end upgrades and enhanced
with vaulted ceilings and open floor
plan. Gourmet kitchen with

center island, king sized

master bedroom and deluxe

bath, landscaped yard.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $424,900

JUST LISTED - 4BR, 4BA!

Wonderful, updated, maintenance-free
two-storr on huge, privacy fenced cul-
de-sac lot in Mendota Heights, near
Mendota Elementary. Main

floor laundry, den/office,

and family room.

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659 * $399,900

HOME OF FRANK B. KELLOGG!

This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000
sq ft, breathtakin% interiors, inlaid and Fegged
floors, a 2 acre lot with reflecting pool and a
carriage house. This was an ASID

showcase home in 2004 and is

a designated National Historic

Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

SARAH KINNEY A
651-282-9621 « $2,295,000

ABE GLEESON
651-329-1990

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

SUE JOHNSON
651-329-1264

HISTORIG JAMES J. HILL BUILDING!

This fabulous 2BR/2BA condo is open, airy,
sunny and bright. Features include rare barrel
ceilings, arched windows, pristine tile & hard-
wood floors, updated kitchen and

baths, a master BR suite, multiple

walk-in closets, a gas fireplace and

2/C garage. 300 Wall Street.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $525,000

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

DAVID NOYES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

SUE NICHOLS
651-491-0882

< R
MARY McNANEY
KNUDSEN
651-690-8578

SHAWN LEETZ
651-373-8984

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621






