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By Jane McClure

The controversial site plan for a new five-story 
apartment building on the northeast corner 
of Marshall Avenue and Moore Street won the 

unanimous approval of the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission on January 12. After the vote, however, several 
neighbors of the proposed 16-unit building said they 
would appeal the decision to the City Council.

Almost 100 people attended the January 4 public 
hearing on the site plan before the Planning Commis-
sion’s Zoning Committee. The project also generated 
close to 100 letters and emails with over 60 percent of 
them opposed to the project. 

Developer Jon Schwartzman and project supporters 
contend the apartment building will bring badly need-
ed rental housing to the area with three- and four-bed-
room units housing a total of 61 tenants. Neighbors  
opposed to the project are concerned about the effect 
it will have on traffic and parking congestion, public 
safety and the character of the neighborhood. The 

Commission OKs 
plan for five-story 
apartment bldg. 
on Marshall Ave.
Neighbors say they will appeal 
the decision to the City Council

St. Paul debates increase in minimum wage

By Jane McClure

Minneapolis restaurant owners and man-
agers have reported trimming menus 
and cutting staff in response to that 

city’s recent decision to increase the minimum 
wage for all employees to $15 per hour over 
the next six years. Minneapolis’ new minimum 
wage does not include a credit for employees 
who receive tips, and that is causing problems 
for restaurants, the owners and managers told 
members of the St. Paul City Council, which is 
considering raising the minimum wage in St. 
Paul to $15 per hour. 

City Council president Amy Brendmoen, 
Ward 4 council member Russ Stark and Citizens 
League executive director Pahoua Yang Hoff-

man met on January 8 at Sweeney’s Saloon on 
Dale Street with more than 100 bartenders, wait-
ers and other hospitality industry representatives 
to discuss the minimum wage and tip credit.

The comments made at that session will be 
incorporated in a Citizens League report on the 
minimum wage that will be submitted to the 
St. Paul City Council and Mayor Melvin Carter  
following its completion at the end of January, 
according to Hoffman.

Brendmoen, who said she worked her way 
through college as a waitress and bartender, 
urged those present to make themselves heard at 
future meetings on the minimum wage. 

Minneapolis restaurant owners and employ-
ees urged their counterparts in St. Paul to get 
organized early if they want to include a tip 
credit in any new minimum wage ordinance. 
Restaurant owner Tim Mahoney and bartender  
Jennifer Schellenberg said they had been told by 
Minneapolis officials that they voiced their sup-
port for a tip credit too late to have it included in 
the ordinance. 

Under federal law and most state laws, em-
ployers may pay tipped employees less than 
the minimum wage as long as the employees 
get enough in tips to make up the difference.  
Mahoney, who lives in St. Paul, said restaurants 
and other businesses have been dealing with an 
increasing number of local government man-
dates, such as earned sick and safe time. “With 
more mandates and without a tip credit, we can’t 
survive,” he said.

Cool operator. John Culligan of Cuningham Group Architecture presides 
over the construction of the Winter Carnival’s seven-story ice palace in Rice Park. For 
more on the events planned during the 17-day festival, see page 22.
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Several tipped employees on January 8 said 
they do not need an increase in their hourly 
wage because they make a good living from 
tips. Workers in the front of the house can 
earn over $30 per hour with tips at some res-
taurants, they said, and while a $15 per hour 
minimum wage might be fine for back of the 
house employees such as cooks and dish-
washers, waiters and bartenders will take a 
financial hit if a tip credit is not included. 

“Tips are a major source of income for me 
and many others,” said Matt Gray, a waiter at 
W.A. Frost in Ramsey Hill for more than a de-
cade. Tips make up more than 70 percent of 
his annual wages, Gray said. 

Jeff Crandall, a bartender at Eagle Street 
Grill on West Seventh Street, agreed. “For 
people not in the industry to see all of these 
people who are saying we don’t want a raise, 
that has to be pretty striking,” Crandall said.

The Citizens League has been meeting with 
people who have a stake in the minimum 
wage for the past month as it prepares its re-
port for the mayor and City Council. Mayor 
Carter campaigned this fall in support of the 
$15 minimum wage, saying he would like to 
see it approved by this summer.

 The statewide minimum wage is currently 
$7.87 per hour for small employers and $9.65 
per hour for large employers. Under the Min-
neapolis ordinance, the hourly minimum 
wage increased to $10 for large employers on 
January 1. It will increase to $11.25 for large 
employers and $10.25 for small employers 
on July 1, with increases of 75 cents to $1.00 
every year until the $15 minimum is reached. 

The AFL-CIO, ISAIAH, Centro De Traba-
jadores Unidos En Lucha (Center for Workers 
United in Struggle) and $15 Now Minnesota 
organizations have all held large rallies, small 
house parties and informational sessions this 
fall to promote the minimum wage increase 
in St. Paul. 

The debate over the minimum wage is un-
folding at a time of  growing labor shortages 

in Minnesota where the law of supply and 
demand would seem to dictate an increase in 
wages anyway. Several large employers in the 
state recently announced wage increases. For 
example, Target Corporation raised its mini-
mum hourly wage to $11 last fall with plans to 
increase it to $15 by 2020.

Celeste Robinson of $15 Now Minnesota 
said her organization is opposed to the tip 
credit, which she called a tip penalty. With-
out everyone at the same minimum wage, she 

said, tipped workers run the risk of falling be-
hind in wages.

Former Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges, 
who signed that city’s $15 minimum wage 
ordinance last year, called the tip credit an 
affront to hourly workers, saying it could 
subject tipped women workers to sexual ha-
rassment. “It isn’t widely known that tipping 
as an institution is rooted in the history of 
slavery,” Hodges said. “The notion of tipping 
is not native to America, but was imported 
from Europe just as slaves were being eman-
cipated.” 

“The minimum wage issue is complex,” 
Hoffman said. “It affects different people in 
different ways in different employment sec-
tors.” For that reason, she said, it is important 
that the Citizens League reach as many people 
as possible in its study. While much attention 
has been focused on tipped workers, there are 
many other issues to consider, Hoffman said, 
including what effect raising the minimum 
wage would have on low-income people who 

are receiving public assistance for child care, 
housing or health care. 

Some Minneapolis restaurants faced with a 
$15 minimum wage have eliminated tipping 
altogether and instead charge patrons man-
datory service charges to help the restaurant 
cover its bottom line. Other restaurants have 
eliminated wait staff and instead offer remote 
ordering via iPads. 

Graham Messenger, executive chef at 
Fitzgerald’s restaurant in Ramsey Hill, said 
that without a tip credit, chefs would likely 
leave St. Paul for other opportunities, putting 
the Twin Cities’ restaurant industry at risk.

“I don’t want to have to make any more 
cuts,” said Dan Montpetit, co-owner of Gabe’s 
by the Park on Lexington Parkway. “I don’t 
want to cut people because I can’t afford to 
pay them. I also don’t want to raise prices for 
food and drinks.”

Carol March, president of the Madison Res-
taurant Group, which owns eight restaurants 
in and around downtown St. Paul that employ 
more than 500 people, discussed the mini-
mum wage and tip credit in December with 
a group from the Midway Chamber of Com-
merce. “St. Paul could be at the forefront by 
having the tip credit issue outlined fully and 
have it be part of the minimum wage discus-
sions,” March said. “We’re hoping there’s not 
a rush to a decision in St. Paul and that time 
is taken to understand the different impacts 
on different types of businesses. A tip credit 
needs to be part of the discussion.”

No formal groups have emerged in oppo-
sition to the minimum wage increase in St. 
Paul, although the St. Paul Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Minnesota Restaurant As-
sociation and other business groups have ar-
gued for a statewide or nationwide approach 
to the minimum wage issue. 

“City by city labor regulations create a com-
pliance nightmare that can hamper economic 
development,” said B Kyle, president and CEO 
of the St. Paul Chamber. The Chamber would 
rather see inequity and poverty addressed in a 
way that brings people together, she said.

building, which will have 30 under-
ground parking spaces, is expected 
to attract mostly college students. 
The monthly rent will run about 
$850 per bed.

Zoning Committee members 
said they empathized with the con-
cerns of neighbors, but the site plan 
meets all of the conditions of the 
property’s zoning and there was no 
reason to reject it. “Change is re-
ally hard in any neighborhood,” said 
Planning Commission chairwoman 
Betsy Reveal.

The apartment building will be 
replacing two century-old single-
family homes at 1973 and 1977 
Marshall Ave. There is a year-long 
moratorium on development along 
that stretch of Marshall while the 
historic value of the existing homes 
is studied. However, Schwartzman 
submitted his plan for the apart-
ment building before the morato-
rium took effect, Reveal noted, “and 
we have no way of knowing wheth-
er these houses would be designated 
as historic.”

St. Paul city planner Tia Ander-
son recommended approval of the 
site plan, saying it met the provi-
sions of the neighborhood plan 
adopted by the Union Park District 
Council. However, the UPDC criti-
cized Anderson’s findings. 

The UPDC had recommended 
denial of the site plan. According 
to UPDC president Dan Taylor, 
Anderson would have had to “pick 
and choose” sections of the district 
plan to make her case to approve 
the project. Although the neighbor-

hood plan calls for greater housing 
density where appropriate, it also 
calls for the preservation of the 
neighborhood’s character and scale 
of housing, Taylor said.

Anderson testified that Schwartz-
man’s development needed no 
variances. Neighbors disagreed, 
contending that the underground 
parking would extend beyond the 
building’s footprint, rising slightly 
above grade, and for that reason 
required a variance. Neighbors also 
pointed out that the version of the 
site plan submitted before the mora-
torium took effect was not complete 
and therefore the project should 
not be approved. However,   the 
Planning Commission rejected the 
neighborhood’s arguments.

The houses at 1973 and 1977 
Marshall, “though they may be old, 
have not been inventoried and have 
not been designated as historic at 
this time,” Anderson said. Never-
theless, the historic nature of the 
two houses that are to be demol-
ished will be evaluated as part of the 
study underway on Marshall be-
tween Wilder and Wheeler streets, 
according to Aaron Rubenstein of 
Historic St. Paul.

Schwartzman bought the houses 
in 2016-17 with the intent of tear-
ing them down and replacing them 
with “new, modern, upscale apart-
ments,” he said. “There’s a rental 
housing crisis and a great demand 
for housing for students and young 
adults.” The 16 rental units will 

measure around 900 square feet, 
although there will be one unit of 
1,800 square feet.

Schwartzman was supported at 
the hearing by more than a dozen 
young adults who testified about 
the difficulty they have had find-
ing suitable housing in the area. 
According to them, undergradu-
ate and graduate students who rent 
housing are unfairly blamed by 
neighbors for causing problems. 
Many of them said they currently 
live in older apartments owned by 
landlords who take advantage of 
the tight housing market. Several 
said they would prefer to move into 
housing that is in better condition 
and more affordable. 

“Housing is the most expensive 

bill I pay every month,” said recent 
college graduate Greg Reese, who 
lives in Arden Hills but would move 
to St. Paul if he could find an apart-
ment within his budget.

Beau Walker, another recent col-
lege graduate, lives in Roseville but 
works in St. Paul and would like 
to move to the city. “This building 
would fit all of my needs,” he said, 
“and there’s a bus stop in front.”

Lily Hoyt, a junior at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, said she has 
struggled to find affordable off-
campus housing. She said she is 
living in an older building south of 
St. Thomas, but finds the proposed 
apartments attractive.

More than two dozen neighbors 
spoke against the project. Carroll 
Avenue resident Doug Allchin is 
opposed to the size and scale of 
the building. “This is going to be 
humongous,” he said. According 
to him, it would be twice as tall as 
neighboring buildings and the larg-
est apartment building in a square 
mile.

The Reverend Humberto Palo-
mino, pastor of nearby St. Mark’s 
Catholic Church, said he fears for 
the safety of the 179 children who 
attend the parish’s grade school on 
the block directly across Marshall. 
The replacement of single-family 
homes with student housing will 
also drive families out of the neigh-
borhood at a time of growth for the 
parish, he said.

Other neighbors were concerned 
about the safety of students at-
tending Four Seasons Elementary 
School, which is located one block 
north of the development.

Depending on the fate of a possible appeal to the City Council, the construction of a five-story apartment 
building on the northeast corner of Marshall Avenue and Moore Street may proceed as planned.

1b marshall-moore

1b $15 minimum wage

Bartender Katie Essick clears away the dishes of a patron who had left a tip.
Photo by Brad Stauffer

The debate over the 
minimum wage is unfolding 
at a time of growing labor 

shortages in Minnesota 
where the law of supply and 

demand would seem 
to dictate an increase in 

wages anyway.
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By Jane McClure

A decision on how to redevelop High-
land Park’s southern water reservoir 
near Snelling Avenue and Ford Park-

way has been delayed for at least a month. 
The St. Paul Board of Water Commissioners 
decided on January 9 to have all five redevel-
opment proposals first reviewed by city staff 
and Mayor Melvin Carter’s office.

The three City Council members who 
sit on the Board of Water Commissioners 
disagreed on what the next steps should be. 
Chris Tolbert wanted the board to ask the city 
and county parks departments to work to-
gether on a proposal instead of pushing sepa-
rate ideas for recreational uses. He suggested 
giving them 30-60 days to bring in a new joint 
plan.

However, Amy Brendmoen and Rebecca 
Noecker insisted that all five proposals for 
the site—including a Hy-Vee supermarket, 

a Landforms solar array and a Sotaberries 
greenhouse—be evaluated by the city staff and 
mayor. The City Council and Ramsey County 
Board will also be consulted, since either one 
of their proposals would require public re-
sources. That will add at least a month’s delay 
to any decision.

The 18-million-gallon reservoir, which was 
built in the 1920s, has not been used for the 
past few years as city water use has declined. 
It is located on 4.3 acres south of the historic 
Highland Water Tower.

The city is proposing a multiuse field with 
bleachers and a walking track. The county is 
proposing a public engagement process while 
floating such ideas as more rinks and in-
creased parking for its adjacent ice arena.

Tolbert has argued that the space is needed 
for recreational uses since Highland is losing 
fields near the former Riverside School on 
West Seventh Street and Montreal Avenue, 
and may well lose baseball fields when Ford 

Motor Company’s former assembly plant is 
redeveloped.

“Space for active recreational uses is one of 
the most sought-after things in the southwest 
part of the city,” Tolbert said.

Noecker and Brendmoen cautioned against 
what they saw as a rush to make a decision. 
“There are no good reasons to narrow it down 
at this point,” Noecker said. 

Noecker said she was intrigued by the idea 
of attracting new commercial development 
and more jobs to the area. Hy-Vee’s proposal, 
for example, would create as many as 200 jobs 
and result in rent payments of $70,000 a year 
for 20 years.

Noecker and Brendmoen also said they did 
not want a city proposal for the reservoir site 
to affect other planned recreational projects 
that have long been waiting for funding.

Water board member Mara Humphrey said 
another issue that must be considered is the 
area’s parking problem when hockey games 

are played at the Charles M. Schulz-Highland 
Arena. “Parking is an issue already,” she said.

St. Paul Regional Water Services general 
manager Steve Schneider and board chair 
Matt Anfang said the water utility has budget-
ed for the demolition of the reservoir in 2018. 
Demolition may go forward or it could wait 
until a proposal is chosen. “There’s no obliga-
tion that we do anything,” Anfang said. 

Even after a proposal is chosen, Schneider 
said, a prospective developer would have to 
go through the same process any developer 
of private land would face. The Highland Dis-
trict Council, which discussed the potential 
redevelopment last year with water utility rep-
resentatives, would again become involved.

At the very least, a site plan review by city 
staff would be needed. Any zoning changes 
or variances would also have to be approved 
by the city. Tolbert noted that the city’s and 
county’s proposals are the only ones that fit 
the site’s current zoning.

By Jane McClure

The city of St. Paul is continuing to search 
for some entity to occupy and manage 
the former Highland bathhouse on 

Montreal Avenue and Edgcumbe Road. Susie 
Odegard, manager of special services for the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, said a 
couple of proposals are currently being con-
sidered, and a decision on a future occupant 
is possible by the end of January.

Although it would still take a while to get 
the more than 80-year-old building up and 
operating as some kind of public space, the 
report that there were proposals on the table 
was welcome news for the Highland District 
Council on January 4. For the past four years, 
the HDC and the nonprofit group Friends 
of Highland Arts have sought to revitalize 
and reuse the old building, which they have 
dubbed the pool house.

“Fingers crossed that we see something 
soon,” said HDC executive director Kathy 
Carruth.

Friends of Highland Arts, which has hosted 
concerts outside of the building for the past 
two summers, has pushed for it to become a 
year-round public-private arts and recreation 
venue, with a local restaurant offering walkup 

food service and limited seating. The build-
ing has space for art displays and room for 
live music on the lower level, and a commu-
nity room or event rental space on the upper 
level. Seasonal disc golf equipment or cross-
country ski rental could also be offered there. 

The former outdoor pool area could be 
used as an amphitheater for public gatherings 
and performing arts.

Parks staff sought occupants for the build-
ing after a request for proposals last fall yield-
ed some interest, but no formal submissions. 
The building, which was used as a changing 
facility for swimmers, was built in 1936 as 
a federal Works Progress Administration  
project.

The building was constructed with Plat-
teville limestone, but little history remains 
about its origins. It appears on different his-
toric surveys as a potential historic resource, 
but has never received local or national  
historic designation.

The structure was designed at about the 
same time that Clarence “Cap” Wigington, 
the nation’s first African-American municipal 
architect, was working in St. Paul. His projects 
include the nearby historic Highland Water 
Tower, but historians have never been able to 
tie Wigington to the bathhouse.

The building was in use until 1979 when a 
new pool was built south of Montreal Avenue. 
Disc golfers now play in and around the spot 
where the old pool once stood.

The bathhouse has been used by the city for 
storing equipment, but the roof started leak-
ing and the interior began to deteriorate. A 

few years ago, about $25,000 was spent by the 
city to make emergency roof repairs.

For several years, the HDC sought funding 
from the city’s Capital Improvement Budget 
to restore the building. The most recent sub-
mission for $196,000 did not make the cut in 
the 2015 review process.

Board delays picking proposal to lease Highland reservoir

City still seeking manager of 
former Highland bathhouse 

The more than 80-year-old Highland bathhouse on the northeast corner of Montreal 
Avenue and Edgcumbe Road, shown from the back.
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By Jane McClure

A pair of projects in the High-
land Park neighborhood are 
on different paths as part of 

Safe Routes to Schools, a nation-
wide program that promotes physi-
cal activity and aims to make it safer 
and more convenient for children to 
bike and walk to and from school.

The first project in the Randolph-
Hamline area will involve building 
more sidewalks this summer for 
students who attend Expo, Holy 
Spirit, Randolph Heights and Cre-
tin-Derham Hall. The Highland 
District Council (HDC) Transpor-
tation Committee began reviewing 
the project on January 9 and will 
host a neighborhood meeting and 
open house to discuss it further at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 13, at the 
Highland Park Community Center, 
1978 Ford Pkwy.

The second project would benefit 
students attending Horace Mann, 
Highland Catholic and Highland 
Park elementary schools. The St. 
Paul City Council on January 3 ap-
proved an application for funds to 
also plan a Safe Routes to School 
project in that area. 

Ward 3 council member Chris 
Tolbert, who has pushed for both 
Safe Routes projects, said the efforts 
are meant to get the safety improve-

ments in place before the Ford Mo-
tor Company’s former assembly 
plant property is redeveloped.

“Safe Routes to Schools is some-
thing we need in all of our neigh-
borhoods,” Tolbert said. “I’m look-
ing forward to seeing the first 
project completed this year.”

That project was awarded 
$498,400 in 2017 to build sidewalks 
near Expo, Holy Spirit and CDH. It 
is one of two Safe Routes projects 
funded with federal dollars via the 
Metropolitan Council’s Transpor-
tation Advisory Board. The other 
pending project is near Washing-
ton Technology High School in the 
city’s North End.

Parents lobbied for the sidewalks 
in the Randolph-Hamline area after 
a student was hit by a vehicle while 
walking home from school in No-
vember 2015. Residents on some 
blocks have pushed for new side-
walks for years.

The project will fill in missing 
sidewalk stretches on Hartford Ave-
nue between Snelling and Hamline, 
Pascal Street between Randolph 
and Highland Parkway, and Sara-
toga and Warwick streets between 
Hartford and Scheffer avenues. 

Some sidewalks in that area 
abruptly end, while some blocks 
have small sections of sidewalks and 
others have none at all. Students end 

up walking in the street to get to and 
from school.

More than 55 properties will be 
affected by the sidewalk project. 
The federal grant is expected to cov-
er the cost and property owners will 
not be assessed. However, if the cost 
runs higher than anticipated, some 
blocks may be left out.

Elizabeth Stiffler and Al Czaia of 
the St. Paul Department of Public 
Works discussed the project with 
the HDC committee on January 
9. They emphasized that there will 
be tradeoffs to get new 6-foot-wide 
sidewalks, including the removal of 
boulevard gardens and some trees.

Committee members said that 
while their priority is to get the side-
walks built, they do not want to see 
trees and boulevard spaces elimi-
nated unless necessary. There are 
many ash trees in the area that are 
likely to come down soon anyway 
due to the emerald ash borer. 

One block that could be a possi-
ble opt-out from the project is Hart-
ford adjacent to CDH’s south field. 
There is a sidewalk on the south 
side of that street, but some com-
mittee members said there is a need 
for a sidewalk on the north side for 
people attending events there.

Consistency in how sidewalks 
are built was a repeated request on 
January 9. Czaia said that when 

residents along a stretch of Albert 
Street sought a sidewalk in the early 
1990s, the city went house to house 
to hear their preferences. The result 
is a sidewalk that runs along the 
curb in some places and is set back 
in others.

No one is sure why the Ran-Ham 
area does not have sidewalks on ev-
ery block. It may have been due to 

changes in city policy over the years. 
Most homes north of Hartford were 
built in the 1920s, while homes to 
the south were not built until the 
1950s and ’60s. St. Paul currently 
does not allow property owners to 
opt out of having sidewalks.

The City Council will hold a 
hearing on the project at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 21.

Safe Routes to Schools will fill in missing sidewalks for students at-
tending Expo, Holy Spirit, Randolph Heights and Cretin-Derham Hall.

Safe Routes projects surface in Highland

By Jane McClure

A new report from the St. Paul Children’s 
Collaborative (SPCC) is asking city of-
ficials to make early-childhood educa-

tion available to all of St. Paul’s approximately 
9,000 youths ages 3-4. The effort is seen as 
critical for many children whose parents can-
not afford private programs.

The report was presented to the St. Paul City 
Council last month by the SPCC, a collabora-
tion of the city, Ramsey County, St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools and Head Start. If elected officials 
choose to enact such a program, St. Paul would 
become the first city in the state to do so.

The group has explored the idea of provid-
ing access to preschool programs for all chil-
dren for several months, looking at similar 
programs around the United States. Ward 2 

City Council member Rebecca Noecker, who 
works with the SPCC, is excited about the  
47-page report and its possibilities. 

“As a city, we can step up and take respon-
sibility for our youngest residents,” Noecker  
said. “I think the stars are really aligning on 
this one.”

Expanding preschool opportunities in the 
city could cost as much as $115 million per 
year. The report suggests a city sales tax or 
additional taxes on lodging, food and bever-
ages to help pay for the program. The plan 
also suggests that parents pay a sliding fee for  
preschool based on family income.

According to the report, existing preschool 
programs range in price from $3,800-$13,000 
per student annually.  

SPCC co-director Christa Anders said  
providing quality early childhood education 

is critical. “We know so much more about 
children’s brain development than we used 
to,” she said. “We’re not talking about baby-
sitting anymore.”

The report said that too many children in 
St. Paul enter kindergarten without a basic 
academic background and that some of them 
never do catch up with their classmates.

“Right now, we know that half of all chil-
dren are not ready when they start kindergar-
ten,” Anders said. 

According to her, childcare rates in Ramsey 
County are among the most expensive in the 
state, especially for infants and young chil-
dren. When families cannot afford childcare 
or a preschool program, parents sometimes 
must give up work to stay home.  

“We know childcare is very expensive,” 
Anders said. “We need to think of it in terms 

of economic vitality and creating a city that 
young families want to move to.”

The report was developed through a series 
of meetings that began last April involving a 
working group and a citizens advisory com-
mittee. City, county and school district staff 
also weighed in. 

Along with promoting preschool citywide, 
a recommendation in the report that drew 
City Council interest involved having a single 
place for parents to go to get information. An-
ders said the current system is confusing and 
difficult to navigate. Also needed is a better 
system for year-round childcare, she said.

One key question that still must be an-
swered is which local government entity 
would oversee the expanded preschool pro-
grams. For more information about the 
SPCC, visit saintpaulkids.org.

Collaborative wants St. Paul to make preschool education available to all

is in the air!

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

Post a love note to a 
special someone ... be 
romantic, be silly, be 
fun! LOVE NOTES are just 
$1 per word ($10 minimum) 
and must be submitted 
by February 7th for our 
February 14th issue.
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By Jane McClure

Potholes and park programs are typical 
city budget issues. Social services are 
generally left to county and state bud-

gets. However, St. Paul’s 2018 city budget in-
cludes $240,000 to deal with a growing prob-
lem with mental health issues in the city.

While it may not surprise anyone to learn 
that the St. Paul Police Department is doing 
more to deal with people who are mentally 
ill or chemically dependent, the city’s pub-
lic library system will soon be hiring a so-
cial worker practiced in dealing with mental 
health issues.

The city budgeted $21,930 in 2018 to match 
an outside grant for the new mental heath 
practitioner, a position that requires a master’s 
degree in social work and licensing. The hir-
ing was championed by Jane Eastwood, direc-
tor of the city’s public library system director 
under former Mayor Chris Coleman. Though 
Eastwood was not reappointed by new Mayor 
Melvin Carter, the new library administra-
tion will fill the job with the assistance of the 
Wilder Foundation.

During her presentation on the 2018 bud-
get, Eastwood told of the need to address the 
growing problem of library patrons requiring 
the intervention of a social worker. According 
to her, more homeless people are using the 
public libraries as de facto daytime shelters.

Restroom sinks are being used for bathing 
or washing hair, children have been found 
abandoned by their homeless parents, and 
domestic abuse victims have sought refuge  in 
the libraries. Fights have also broken out, re-
quiring the services of a social worker trained 
in de-escalating such situations, Eastwood 
said.

Downtown’s Latimer Library appears to 
have seen the most trouble, but the Ron-
do, Rice Street, Arlington Hills and Sunray 
branches have also had problems.

“These are very difficult issues,” Eastwood 
said. “We have to do something.” 

“We’re seeing unprecedented levels of 
homelessness in the city,” said Ward 2 City 
Council member Rebecca Noecker, who 
chairs the city’s Library Board.

The new mental health practitioner will 
work out of the Wilder Foundation’s Com-
munity Health and Wellness Program. He or 
she will be trained to provide information and 
referral services to address homelessness and 
mental and physical  health problems. The 
social worker will also provide library staff 
with basic training and technical assistance 
on mental health issues.

The St. Paul Police Department is also 
changing the way it deals with people in cri-
sis, requiring additional training for all of-
ficers on mental health issues and adding a 
five-person mental health crisis unit at a cost 
of over $228,000. Two of the officers will be 
stationed downtown where a growing num-
ber of homeless people are congregating. The 
three other officers will be assigned to one of 
the three district offices. 

St. Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell said his 
department is working to be proactive in 
dealing with people in crisis to prevent vio-
lence and the tragedies that can result. The 
specially trained mental health unit and ad-
ditional training for officers “will allow us to 
respond to crises in a way that is appropriate 
for each situation,” Axtell said. 

Helping in this regard will be Vitals App, 
a new smartphone application that provides 
information on vulnerable people. St Paul’s is 
the first police department in Minnesota to 
use Vitals App.

The app will help police respond to situa-
tions where a person may have hidden dis-
abilities, such as mental illness, autism or de-
mentia. The person is registered online with 
the Police Department, then wears a special 
bracelet, button or card that emits a signal. If 
the person comes within 50 feet of an officer, 
the officer will receive a notification about the 
vulnerable person’s diagnosis and how they 
may best interact.

St. Paul invests $240,000 in staff 
training on mental health issues

By Jane McClure

St. Paul’s Capital Improvement Budget 
(CIB) Committee voted on January 8 
to recommend to the City Council 46 

projects totaling almost $3 million in capi-
tal maintenance and improvements in 2018 
and 2019. At the same time, it rejected more 
than 80 projects totaling about $6.3 million.

The CIB requests were submitted by the 
city’s departments of Safety and Inspections 
(DSI), Parks and Recreation, Police, Fire 
and Public Works. The request lists ranged 
from just one proposal from DSI—for new 
doors for the animal control building—to 
more than 80 proposals from Parks and 
Recreation. 

Each department had to rank its own 
proposals. Those rankings were taken into 
consideration by the CIB task force, and the 
CIB Committee was able to address the de-
partments’ most pressing needs, according 
to its chair, Noel Nix.

Among Villager area projects, the High-
land Park Aquatic Center was recommend-
ed for $90,000 in electrical work in 2018. 

The Aquatic Center had to close early last 
summer due to mechanical issues. 

The Merriam Park and Dunning rec-
reation centers were recommended for 
fire and security upgrades of $38,447 and 
$14,000, respectively. The Merriam Park 
center will also have its roof replaced at a 
cost of $72,000 in 2019 if the City Council 
gives its blessing. The CIB Committee also 
recommended the replacement of the Pub-
lic Works Department’s system for treating 
the city’s wintry streets with brine at a cost 
of $199,689 in 2018.

Other CIB requests must wait, including 
$384,620 in heating and air conditioning 
improvements at the Merriam Park Library, 
and $140,000 for heating and air condition-
ing, $47,300 for security cameras, $85,400 
for gym floor replacement and $160,000 for 
field lighting at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center. The Linwood Recreation Center 
was also denied funding for security cam-
eras.

Also missing the CIB Committees cut 
were requests for $200,000 in improved 
lighting at the Groveland and Dunning rec-
reation centers. The Highland Park picnic 
pavilion was denied $119,950 for roof re-
placement, $95,000 for kitchen remodeling, 
and $47,650 for new picnic tables.

Area rec centers are recommended 
for capital improvements in ‘18-19

With age comes wisdom.With age comes wisdom.

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University,  
Summit Hill, West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

UPCOMING bOOMers & beYOND seCtION:    
February 14

Space reservations due: February 8
to reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

(And with our special boomers & beyond section comes a lot of wise customers.)

Social worker will be hired to handle the public 
library’s growing problem with homeless patrons 

$3M budget finances 46 
projects across St. Paul
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St. Paul, MN 55116
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Just a few of the homes we sold in 2017:
- 2215 St. Clair Avenue, St. Paul
- 39 Arundel Street, St. Paul
- 2082 Carroll Avenue, St. Paul
- 1672 Juno Avenue, St. Paul
- 2016 Wellesley Avenue, St. Paul
- 1691 Hartford Avenue, St. Paul

Inventory is low!
Call us today for a free

no-obligation market analysis! 

SOLD

SOLD

1809 Portland Avenue, St. Paul

2238 Riverwood Place, St. Paul

251 Mount Curve Blvd, St. Paul

SOLD

320 Mississippi River Blvd S, St. Paul

SOLD

SOLD OURS

Grand Opening Special! 

By Jane McClure

A new five-acre park on Griggs Street 
between University and St. Anthony 
avenues should have a name by spring. 

The St. Paul Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion is expected to recommend a name on 
February 8 after reviewing the preferences 
of hundreds of St. Paulites who voted on the 
park name earlier this year.

Five names are in the running—Midway 
Park, Mosaic Park, Peace Park, Tiawhe Park 
and Unity Park. Ballot boxes were placed in 
14 locations in November and December 
2017, including Skyline Tower, Gordon Parks 
High School, the High School for Recording 
Arts, Episcopal Homes’ Lexington Commons 
and nearby offices. 

Peace Park emerged as the favorite with 251 
votes, followed by Unity Park with 220, Mid-
way Park with 202, Tiawhe (meaning “family” 
in the Dakota language) Park with 146 and 
Mosaic Park with 77.

The Union Park District Council (UPDC) 
debated the name at length on January 3 be-

fore agreeing to recommend the names Peace 
Park or Unity Park to the parks commission. 
However, the UPDC is considering renam-
ing Iris Park on University and Lynnhurst 
avenues as Union Park, and board members 
wondered whether Union and Unity Park 
sounded too much alike. Peace Park received 
the unanimous support of the UPDC. 

The name recommended by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission will be reviewed by 
the City Council before a final name is cho-
sen. Griggs Park will not be used for the new 
park because the city already has a Griggs 
Recreation Center and playground.

The idea for the park originated several 
years ago among the students and faculty at 
nearby Gordon Parks High School. The city 
purchased three vacant properties for the park 
over the past few years with the help of private 
funds and money from Trust for Public Land. 
Gordon Parks students had suggested other 
names for the park, including Three Ring 
Park, a reference to the property’s former use 
as a camp for the animals and circus workers 
who performed in downtown St. Paul.

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council will hold a 
public hearing on changes to its sus-
tainable energy regulations at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 17, at City Hall. Com-
munity solar installations, or solar gardens, 
would be allowed in the city, a change that 
has been pushed by advocates of sustainable 
energy. 

“The regulations we have don’t cover the 
technology available now,” said city plan-
ner Jake Reilly. The new regulations will not 
change things for people who want to install 
small home solar panels, but they will affect 
newer technology and larger installations.

The changes are meant to bring the city’s 
regulations into compliance with updated 
technologies and with a sweeping package 
of solar energy laws passed by the Minne-
sota Legislature in 2013. The new laws allow 
Xcel Energy to provide power to customers 
from solar gardens. The large arrays of solar 
panels are connected to the power grid and 
have  multiple subscribers who receive a cred-
it on their electric bills for the power that is  
produced. 

The city last updated its solar regulations in 
2011, Reilly said. Wind energy devices sought 
since 2002 have operated under the  same reg-
ulations as cellphone towers. Not long after a 
wind turbine requested by Metropolitan State 
University was voted down by the City Coun-
cil in 2012, the Planning Commission asked 
that new regulations be written.

Currently, community solar installations 
are not allowed in St. Paul. The ordinance 
changes would allow such installations as a 
primary use in all the city’s zoning districts, 
with the approval of a conditional use permit. 
Power generated by the installations could be 
used off-site on the power distribution grid if 
several standards are met. 

An agreement would have to be in place 
with the electric utility whose service territory 
covers St. Paul, meaning Xcel Energy. Power 
and communication lines would have to be 
underground. The facilities would also have 
to meet the height and setback standards for 
buildings within the underlying zoning. 

Any community solar facilities close to air-
ports would have to follow federal restrictions 
on solar panel glare. A decommissioning plan 
would also be required so that equipment is 
removed when it is not used for at least a year.

More than half a dozen people comment-
ed in favor of the changes, most regarding  

community solar. In written testimony, High-
land Park resident Lorraine Delehanty also 
asked that solar energy be considered as a 
principal land use. 

“As a concerned citizen, I believe that it’s 
common sense to decarbonize our energy 
system,” wrote Delehanty, who is co-chair of 
the Care for Creation group at St. Thomas 
More Catholic Community. “The moment is 
now to convert to clean energy. We can be an 
example to other cities. It’ll give hope as we 
transition to wind and solar energy.” 

The only person to testify at a Planning 
Commission public hearing in November 
was Mary Matze of Landform Professional 
Services. The Minneapolis firm works with 
people seeking solar energy systems ranging 
from small local clients to large-scale, national 
developers. Landform recently submitted a 
proposal to place a solar garden on the site of 
Highland Park’s southern water reservoir.

Matze asked the city to make solar energy 
a principal or main use on a property, rather 
than an accessory use. That could accom-
modate solar installations on an interim or 
permanent basis. Solar could also  be used 
on sites that are vacant, but not ready for  
redevelopment.

Matze said it is time for the city to update its 
regulations. “This industry is growing and be-
coming more efficient not only in the United 
States, but on a global scale,” she said. 

The only other topic covered in written 
testimony was how the city’s push for higher-
density housing could affect home owners 
wanting to install solar panels. Hamline-Mid-
way resident Benita Warns asked the city to 
look at how it can guarantee solar access to 
residents who may find themselves living next 
to new, taller buildings that can block the sun. 

Reilly said that the Metropolitan Land Use 
Planning Act and St. Paul’s comprehensive 
plan guarantee access to sunlight.

The proposed regulations would continue 
to have wind and hybrid wind/solar devices 
as accessory uses, but would create specific 
height and setback limits, and spell out the 
differences in technology. The hybrid devices 
are typically small and are tied into vehicle 
charging stations, streetlights or speed limit 
monitors, which would be limited to 25 feet.

A freestanding wind turbine pole in a resi-
dential district could be no more than 125 feet 
high and could not be in a front or side yard. 
Wind turbines on poles in industrial areas 
could be up to 150 feet high and would not 
require a conditional use permit. 

St. Paul to update rules governing 
installation of large solar gardens

‘Unity’ and ‘Peace’ emerge as favorite 
names for new park on Griggs Street
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Work on The Capp expected to 
start soon at 46th & Hiawatha

Oppidan Investment Company has not yet 
found a grocer to anchor The Capp, its pro-
posed $35 million mixed-use development at 
the southeast corner of East 46th Street and 
Hiawatha Avenue in Minneapolis. However, 
project manager Drew Johnson said that 
would have no bearing on plans for breaking 
ground in the next few weeks. 

The Capp is named for the longtime owner 
of a lumber yard that once occupied the site. 
It will include 146 market-rate apartments 
on four floors atop the ground-floor grocery, 
along with two other smaller ground-floor 
retail spaces and a restaurant, all just a short 
walk from the light-rail Blue Line.

Johnson said the large Creative Kidstuff 
building at 3939 E. 46th St. will be torn down 
by the “end of February or the beginning of 
March,” once the materials inside the build-
ing are removed. The Capp will sit on nearly 4 
acres and will include both underground and 
surface parking. Construction is expected to 
take about a year to complete.

While “nothing is imminent,” Johnson 
said that by the end of next month the de-
veloper should know the identity of the new 
45,000-square-foot grocery store. 

Melanie Majors, executive director of the 
Longfellow Community Council, said the 
LCC took an on-line survey of residents last 
February and ranked their grocer preferences. 
The top four were Trader Joe’s, a food co-op, 
Fresh Thyme and Lunds & Byerlys.

Site prepared for apartment 
complex in Mendota Heights

The first phase of Michael Development’s 
$25 million apartment project on Highway 
13 and Acacia Boulevard in Mendota Heights 
is continuing apace despite a lawsuit that has 
been filed against the city, according to Tim 
Benetti, the community development director 
for Mendota Heights.

The lawsuit was filed by residents after 
the Mendota Heights City Council gave pre-
liminary approval last fall to the development 
plan proposed by Michael Swenson, owner of 
the Lilydale-based company. After winning 
formal council approval on a 3-2 vote in No-
vember, and since the lawsuit did not include 
him or his company, Swenson immediately 
began preparing the site.

“Mr. Swenson has razed the old Mendota 

Motel and has begun other activities to clean 
the site for construction,” Benetti said. 

Jim Thomson, the attorney representing 
the city in the case, said there likely will not 
be a settlement because all the plaintiffs want 
is for the project to be stopped. “We go before 
Judge (M. Michael) Baxter on February 16 
for a summary judgment hearing where both 
sides will present their cases and wait for a 
ruling,” he said.

Swenson sought a zoning change and $1.27 
million in tax increment financing from the 
city for the two-phase project, which con-
sists of a pair of three-story, 69-unit luxury 
apartment buildings. The first building is 
scheduled to open this year, and the second 
one in 2019 on the site of the former Larson’s  
Greenhouses.

Hearing set on improvements 
to make Grand Avenue safer 

Grand Avenue pedestrian safety and traffic 
calming improvements, which were the topic 
of a neighborhood meeting on January 4, will 
be discussed at a public hearing before the St. 
Paul City Council at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 21, at City Hall. 

The project involves making changes at all 
intersections on a 1-mile stretch of Grand be-
tween Victoria Street and Hamline Avenue. 
That area has been the site of dozens of ac-
cidents involving pedestrians and bicyclists 
over the past decade.

A total of 147 properties will be affected, but 
no one will be assessed for the work. The proj-

ect includes corner bumpouts and changes to 
traffic signals, including pedestrian count-
down timers, audible push buttons, overhead 
signal indicators and larger signal heads. 

Funding for the project includes a $667,800 
federal grant received in 2015 and a $250,000 
match through the city’s Capital Improve-
ment Budget. Though city officials had hoped 
for an earlier start, the project is set to be built 
during the 2018 construction season.

The project has been sought for several 
years by the Summit Hill and Macalester-
Groveland community councils. They and 
the Grand Avenue Business Association have 
been reviewing the plans. The Summit Hill 
Association has asked for a second neigh-
borhood meeting before the project goes  
forward, but no date has been set.

Transformation continues for 
Midway Center, soccer stadium

The former Midway and later American 
bank building at the southeast corner of Uni-
versity and Snelling avenues began coming 
down in January as part of the work to trans-
form the Midway Center superblock into a 
new shopping area and Major League Soccer 
stadium. 

A permit for the demolition was issued af-
ter Christmas. The building, which has been 
closed since 2013, was eyed as a site for a Wal-
greens. Most recently it was used to house 
public meetings for planning the new Allianz 
Field and Midway Center redevelopment.

The bank was built in 1960 and was the  

second Midway Bank. The original bank was 
to the east of its most recent location. The 
bank was described as an example of Mid-
Century Modern architecture, but it was  
never formally designated for preservation.

The master plan for Midway Center calls 
for a commercial building to be placed there, 
although no specific site plan has been sub-
mitted to city officials. 

Allianz Field, which is currently under 
construction as the new home of Minnesota 
United FC, is now the focus of a sign vari-
ance request. That request goes to the St. Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) at 3 p.m. 
Monday, January 29, at City Hall.

Minnesota United is seeking a 1,200-square-
foot sign variance from the maximum 1,987.5 
square feet that is allowed on the property. 
The proposed 3,187.5 feet of signage report-
edly is needed for building identification, di-
rectional and entrance signs.

Minnesota United also is seeking a variance 
to the zoning code that allows a maximum of 
250 square feet of temporary signage to iden-
tify real estate development and construction 
companies. It is proposing 3,237 square feet 
of temporary signage, for a variance of 2,987 
square feet.

The variance requests will be discussed by 
the Union Park District Council’s Land Use 
Committee at 6:30 p.m. Monday, January 
22, in Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860  
University Ave.

Dixie’s expansion plan to be 
topic of hearing on January 23

A proposal to expand the building that 
houses Dixie’s, Saji-Ya and Emmett’s restau-
rants will be discussed at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan-
uary 23, at Dixie’s, 695 Grand Ave. 

Details of the proposal have not been re-
leased and the owners of the restaurants de-
clined to comment. However, the Summit 
Hill Association has been told it could cov-
ered parking along with housing above the 
businesses. 

It is not known yet if the project would need 
any city variances. The property is zoned for 
community business use and would likely 
need a zoning change to traditional neighbor-
hoods use to add the level of density being 
sought. No application for a zoning change 
has yet been filed with the city.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure, 
Kevin Driscoll and Bill Wagner.

News Briefs

The Capp will feature 146 apartments atop a 45,000-square-foot grocery in Minneapolis.
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Viewpoint
By Roy Magnuson

St. Paul STRONG (SPS) has been following the Ramsey 
County Board’s process for replacing Sheriff Matt Bostrom 
since December 2016 when our organization requested 

that the County Board cease its plan to interview only one 
candidate and instead conduct an open, competitive and public 
hiring process. At the time, then County Board chair Victoria 
Reinhardt said the board’s lone candidate for sheriff would be 
interviewed in a public forum at the Courthouse. Unfortunately, 
the forum did not allow the public to speak, ask questions of the 
commissioners or have any dialogue with the candidate, Chief 
Deputy Jack Serier. The forum ended with the County Board 
appointing Serier as Sheriff Bostrom’s successor.

The County Board’s decision to hire Serier ignored the 
principles of transparency, fairness and inclusiveness. It 
eliminated the possibility of attracting a pool of capable law 
enforcement professionals from which to hire an interim sheriff, 
including women and people of color. It also gave Sheriff Serier 
the upper hand of incumbency in the 2018 campaign for sheriff. 
The comments by county commissioners that Ramsey County 
voters would have an opportunity to assess Serier’s performance, 
while factually true, was politically disingenuous.

Last August SPS sent a letter calling into question the County 
Board’s process for citizen engagement, only giving citizens 
input through phone calls or individual meetings with the 
commissioners. That process eliminates the opportunity for 
robust discussion that can lead to a better understanding of 
any given issue as well as the potential for any unintended 
consequences. If this is an indication of how the County Board 
conducts the people’s business, SPS has serious concerns.

There were several unresolved issues within the Sheriff ’s 
Department that the County Board apparently ignored during 
the process for appointing Bostrom’s successor. These issues 
included staffing in the county jail that the law enforcement 
employees’ union described as being in a “state of emergency” 
and Sheriff Bostrom’s residence in London for more than a 
month while on the county payroll. Now there are serious 
questions about Serier’s residency.

Former Ramsey County Sheriff Bob Fletcher has presented 
evidence that suggests Serier did not live in Ramsey County at 
the time of his appointment. Instead of acting with due diligence 
when these questions surfaced, chair Reinhardt and the rest 
of the County Board dismissed these allegations as politically 
motivated and refused to consider that the evidence may be true. 

Ramsey County’s sheriff is required to reside in the county. 
The Minnesota Secretary of State requires sheriff candidates to 
fill out an Affidavit of Candidacy. This form allows candidates to 
keep their address private. However, candidates are still required 
to fill out a separate Address of Residence form. The very least 
the County Board could have done before appointing Serier 
sheriff was to verify that he met the residency requirement. 
That they did not validate his residency exemplifies a pattern 
of behavior by the County Board that lacks transparency and 
public participation. 

Reinhardt, along with former Sheriff Bostrom, was the catalyst 
for Serier’s appointment as sheriff without the benefit of a public 
process. Reinhardt also dismissed the idea that appointing Serier 
would give him a leg up in the 2018 election by making him the 
incumbent. Now we see that Reinhardt is serving as cochair of 
Serier’s campaign for sheriff.

SPS does not support any candidate in the sheriff ’s race, 
and it is not accepting former Sheriff Fletcher’s allegations 
about Serier’s residency without further evidence. However, it 
is concerned about the series of events that have transpired. It 
also asks the County Board to clearly state how the public can 
have input into its future decision-making and to conduct an 
internal evaluation to make its processes more accountable and 
transparent. 

This process could begin by investigating whether Serier was 
a resident of Ramsey County when he was appointed interim 
sheriff and if he was not, to respond appropriately to that 
information. In either case, the public has a right to know.

 
Roy Magnuson is a teacher at Como Park High School and 

a member of the Steering Committee for St. Paul STRONG, 
a nonpartisan organization dedicated to improving local 
government by encouraging transparency and open processes that 
promote citizen participation.

County Board process is 
lacking in transparency

Inbox
A call to action in St. Paul

What a delight to meet our new St. Paul mayor, 
Melvin Carter III, and other neighbors at a well-attended 
inauguration week event at Coffee Bene on January 5. 

Mayor Carter is young, smart and ready to produce 
results with an agenda heavy on rejuvenating and growing 
St. Paul. He asked us all, as the agents of progress, to answer 
his administration’s call to action in the coming months, 
whether it’s reading to kids in our neighborhood libraries; 
going to City Council, School Board or state Capitol 
meetings to make our voices heard; or taking part in other 
volunteer efforts based on our skills and time.

As Mayor Carter pointed out, his ideas aren’t just random 
things he has thought up, but rather thoughtful plans 
supported by the thousands in St. Paul who resoundingly 
voted him into office. I’m so eager, as a strong advocate 
of our public schools, to see his energy and emphasis on 
our youngest learners. I’m excited to help him continue to 
improve our city, and I hope Villager readers will do the 
same. 

Dr. Cheryl Bailey
Merriam Park

Perplexing policy on Marshall
In researching the 10-year community plan of the Union 

Park District Council (UPDC), I learned something odd 
about its land-use policy. Section 3.2 of the plan indicates 
a desire to “explore opportunities to increase density levels 
and promote new development along key corridors that 
support transit-oriented development, including along 
Snelling Avenue and Marshall Avenue between Snelling and 
Hamline Avenues, and on mixed-use transit routes, while 
maintaining the historic human scale of the neighborhood.” 

I agree that the UPDC should support transit-oriented 
development along Snelling Avenue and on mixed-use 
transit routes. However, it’s perplexing that the plan 
specifically mentions Marshall between Snelling and 
Hamline when that stretch is precisely where Metro Transit’s 
Route 21 bus turns off of Marshall to jog north to University 
Avenue. Why would the neighborhood plan suggest one 
of the only main corridors within its jurisdiction that does 
not have a bus line as a good candidate for transit-oriented 
development?

I suspect the reason may have to do with the fact that 
there are very few houses along that stretch of Marshall, 
and that adding transit-oriented development on that 

stretch wouldn’t meet with as much resistance. However, it’s 
disappointing that the UPDC apparently doesn’t think that 
Marshall west of Snelling qualifies as a mixed-use transit 
route, given its opposition to the development at Marshall 
and Moore Street.   

Jeff Christenson
Macalester-Groveland

Anatomy of a snow emergency
A letter from Sue Shetka regarding the lack of response by 

the city of St. Paul to our first snowfall this winter (“Public 
Works was a no-show,” Villager Inbox, December 20) 
inspired me to want to teach people the challenges involved 
in snow removal. 

As someone who has privately done snow removal for 
many years, I feel that some people don’t quite see the full 
picture. Many people go to bed at 9, 10 or 11 p.m., wake up 
at 7 a.m., see what is on the ground and have no idea when 
the snow fell. Sometimes the snow wraps up at 6 a.m., so we 
would start our plowing route then. It would be impossible 
to have all of our clients plowed and ready by 7 or 8 a.m. 

We love it when the snow stops at midnight. We plow 
all night when the streets are slow and the lots are empty. 
Unfortunately, the weather does not take requests.

The first snowfall this winter saw a thunderstorm with 
heavy rain quickly transition into snow late at night. There 
was no way the city could pretreat the road as it would have 
all been washed away by the rain. We knew the roads were 
going to be a mess when we were out plowing our clients’ 
lots and alleys. It was going to get down to 10 degrees the 
next day, so all that moisture would freeze. 

We were able to get our lots and alleys plowed before it 
froze because we do not have to declare a snow emergency 
to get cars off the streets and we do not have to plow a 
whole city. There are only so many trucks in the Public 
Works Department’s arsenal, and they could not possibly 
get the whole city plowed and salted in the time frame the 
weather gave them. 

Snow, sleet, ice and rain sometime come at un-
opportunistic times. We all try to do our best to get 
everything cleared and ready to go as soon as possible, and I 
am sure that includes the Public Works Department.

Ross Robey
Merriam Park
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Shovel your sidewalk, please
I am one of many St. Paul residents who do not have regular access 

to a car. I rely on walking and public transit to get to work, doctor 
appointments and errands. Even as an able-bodied person, I struggle 
to walk over icy, snowy sidewalks. For people with mobility issues, or 
parents with strollers, it is much harder.

The number of residents who feel they do not have to clear their 
sidewalks of snow is appalling. I do not mean occasionally. I mean 
those houses whose sidewalks stay unshoveled all winter. When 
the property has elaborate Christmas decorations outside—or even 
worse, when a path has been shoveled just from the house to the 
garage— it adds insult to injury. We can see that you are home, and 
that you are able-bodied. Do you feel you are special? That the rules 
do not apply to you?

If you are not at home, or are unable to shovel, you still need to 
keep your sidewalks clear. You can hire a service to do this for you.

Fellow pedestrians, you can download a friendly note from the 
city’s website to remind your neighbors to shovel. You can also find 
the phone number to report a problem property on the same website: 
stpaul.gov/departments/public-works/street-maintenance/snow-
emergency-information/sidewalk-snow-shoveling.

City regulations allow residents 24 hours to get their sidewalk 
cleared of snow. Please do it.

Elizabeth Merritt
Macalester-Groveland

Bicyclists get distracted, too
As a bicyclist, I have a responsibility to obey all traffic control signs 

and signals just as motorists do. My experience is that the majority of 
bicyclists do not adhere to traffic laws. They routinely ride through 
red lights and, if they stop and look, they proceed before the light 
turns green. I observe bicyclists wearing ear buds and using cell 
phones while biking.

I encourage BikeMN to add to its strategy on distracted driving 
(Villager Viewpoint, January 3) an increased focus on what bicyclists 
can do to make roads safer. At present, it is not illegal to text while 
bicycling, nor is it illegal to ride with headsets or earphones. In 
addition to holding bicyclists accountable for obeying the rules of 
the road, let us take steps to ensure Minnesota’s cell phone use and 
texting laws apply to bicyclists as well as motorists. Roads will be safer 
for all when all pay attention and follow the rules.

Grace Schmitt
Highwood Hills, St. Paul

Twisted logic on climate change
A recent letter to the editor about climate change (“Don’t sell your 

winter coat,” Villager Inbox, December 20) follows the same flawed 
reasoning many science deniers use. They refer to past events of 
global cooling in the Little Ice Age and Great Ice Age and say that 
because we’ve cycled to those extremes in the distant past we’re bound 
to do so again. 

What these deniers all rely on for this information is vast scientific 
research that has revealed these past cycles through ice core 
samplings and other methods. They choose to believe these scientists’ 
revelations about past events—many so far distant they precede 
human record-keeping—yet choose not to believe climate scientists 

who are predicting a warmer earth.
You can’t have your logic both ways. You’re only entitled to choose 

your non-scientific opinions, not your scientific facts. Just as past 
scientists honed their skills through trial and error and then adjusted 
their theories, so too have modern climate scientists built their 
ever-refined theories of climate science on the shoulders of their past 
peers.

One thing is certain: Science steadily improves itself. I don’t think 
we can claim the same for human nature.

Bob Brereton
Macalester-Groveland

For senior housing at Ford
We live in some great neighborhoods, with good schools, 

convenient shopping and services, better-than-average public 
transportation, parks, multi-use paths along river road and lots of 
large homes suitable for families who want to take advantage of this 
bliss. Trouble is, I’m 66 and I live in one of those homes and until I get 
some better senior living options, I ain’t leaving!

Where are the plans in the Ford site’s redevelopment for an 
acceptable housing option for me, an active baby boomer, and my 
99-year-old neighbor who needs more help? Let’s put some thought 
into the evolving needs of our neighborhood and its residents and 
make this work for everyone. 

Mary S. Gray
Macalester-Groveland

Return the Ford site to nature
I’ve written to the president of Ford Motor Company, telling him 

what a contentious issue is the proposed plan for its former assembly 
plant in Highland Park, pitting neighbor against neighbor and 
citizens against elected officials who turn a deaf ear to our concerns. 
I suggested to him that when Ford gets an idea of the fair market 
value of the property, it donate the acreage in its entirety to the Nature 
Conservancy and take a huge tax deduction. That way the land will 
revert to nature in perpetuity. Why should the city of St. Paul care 
when it has been so free in giving away large parcels for tax-exempt 
sports stadiums?

K. Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Shine a light on the city’s treasures
During the energy crisis of the 1970s, the craze was to turn off 

lights and turn down thermostats. However, there are some symbols 
of our society that need to be illuminated. In St. Paul these includes 
the three pillars of religion, government and business. 

Our state Capitol and the 1st National Bank sign meet these 
standards. I can get up at night and see these structures shining 
bright. They represent the hope and security of society. Before 
the dome of the St. Paul Cathedral was reroofed, it too was well-
illuminated. However, now when I get up in the middle of the night, 
the Cathedral is dark. There is some lighting, but it’s shut off from 
midnight to 4 a.m. I can’t afford it, but I hope that someone would 
pay to illuminate the Cathedral all night. It’s a world-class treasure.

Lyle D. Nelson
West Side

8b inbox
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Exceptional Academics Distinctively Christian

OPEN HOUSE
GRADE 9-12

JAN 22ND 6:45 P.M. 

PREK-GRADE 8
JAN 25TH 6:45 P.M.

LEARN MORE & RSVP:
MinnesotaPrivateSchool.com

Top Rated PreK-12 College Prep Education
612-728-7722
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New housing for old
Did any of the neighbors who “broke out in loud cheers” 

over the dropped plan to raze two homes on Iglehart Avenue 
(Villager, January 3) offer to pay for the homes’ renovations? 
All of those who were against the new housing proposed 
there need to stop telling other people how to spend their 
money. What is the fascination with all things Mauer? If he 
loved it here, why is he living in Florida?

S.J. Luzum
Macalester-Groveland

What happened to our republic?
As he was leaving the Constitutional Convention in 

Philadelphia in 1787, Ben Franklin was approached by a 
woman on the street who asked him what sort of government 
they had created. He replied, “A republic, madam, if you 
can keep it.” During that convention, Franklin declared that 
this system of government can only end in despotism when 
the people who run it become so corrupted that a despotic 
government is the only one capable of governing.

The current occupant of the White House proved the 
prescience of old Ben 230 years ago. We are no longer a 
republic but have become an oligarchy ruled by a wealthy few 
at the expense of the many. Perhaps it is time we replace the 
word “republic” with “oligarchy” when we say the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Norm Spilleth
Minnehaha, Minneapolis 

Liberty and justice for all
St. Paul’s ex-Mayor Chris Coleman chose to operate 

within the rigid confines of American political orthodoxy. 
Perhaps he did the best job possible within those narrow 
parameters. What America needs are politicians with the  
intellectual competence and moral courage to challenge our 
dysfunctional status quo.

We need politicians who will ask why the American 
economic system is so generous to the corporate and 
economic elite and so hostile to poor, working and middle- 
class Americans. We need politicians with the honesty to 
acknowledge that though there are elements of a free market 

in America, the free market is mostly a myth foisted on the 
people by the ruling class and its collaborators to deflect 
attention from the fact that the economic system is a rigged 
game that endlessly enriches the upper class at the expense 
of the majority. We need politicians who understand that 
America, like every modern nation, has a managed economy, 
and who will manage the economy to ensure that all 
Americans have the basic goods and services needed to live 
meaningful, fulfilling and useful lives.

This is the only way that “liberty and justice for all’ will 
become the guiding force of our nation instead of an empty 
slogan.

Scott Raskiewicz
Macalester-Groveland

Trump’s removal is overdue
Once again we stare in awe as President Trump makes 

up new rules for the office he has dragged to new lows. He 
announces, “I can do what I wish with the Department of 
Justice.” No you can’t, Mr. President.

But there is a truth he needs to keep in mind, namely, 
we the people can elect and support our president or we 
the people can elect and remove our president if he or she 
is given to pathological lying, flighty compulsiveness or 
simple incompetence. In short, anything that renders him 
incapable of making prudent decisions. Thank goodness our 
forefathers envisioned this possibility and allowed for this in 
the Constitution.

It’s not a pretty process, but there are at least two routes 
to get it done: 1) Article 25 of the Bill of Rights allows the 
Cabinet to remove the president; or 2) the Constitution 
prescribes an impeachment process, which is certainly 
more messy and takes longer than the former method, but 
the result is the same. This country has lived through an 
impeachment process more than once when good reason 
justified the action, and we will live through the next one 
because we are at heart a peaceful nation that can change 
leadership without a war.

The removal of Donald Trump from office is overdue. As 
time goes on, he does more damage to fellow members of our 
communities, simply because they were born in a different 
country and came here with a dream or they were born not 
looking like him or, God help us, they were born female.

The president of the U.S. is awash with power that was 
intended by the drafters of the Constitution, but its abuse is 

specifically forbidden and the need for this forbiddance is 
exemplified in the danger to which Mr. Trump has exposed 
our country with his brinkmanship and foolishness in North 
Korea. 

Patrick F. Quinn
Macalester-Groveland

The nature of enforcement
Regarding “Who gets the speeding ticket” (Villager Inbox, 

January 3):
Should we ignore one thief just because another thief 

got away? Hardly. The benefit of stopping speeders is to 
inform every driver that he or she could be the one in 100 
to be ticketed. Without visible enforcement, there is little 
compliance.

John Kaplan
Highland Park

A far-flung partisan smear
I fail to understand the editorial thinking that went into 

printing the letter from the regional press secretary for the 
National Republican Congressional Committee (“The aisle 
is wide,” Villager Inbox, January 3). The letter was a partisan 
smear of two Minnesota Congressmen whose districts are far 
from the Villager’s circulation area in northern and western 
Minnesota. I read the Villager for news of our neighborhood. 
Please keep the gratuitous national partisanship out of our 
community newspaper.

Don Arnosti
Macalester-Groveland,

9b inbox

Do write, won’t you?
The Villager welcomes letters to the editors and 

longer guest editorials. To be considered for pub-
lication, however, all commentary must be signed, 
indicate the neighborhood in which the writer lives 
and include a telephone number for verification 
purposes and. You may email your commentary to 
the Villager at letters@myvillager.com or send it to 
our office, 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116.

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park,  Snelling-Hamline, 
 Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West End and Downtown;  the Minneapolis neighborhoods of  

Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

SUMMER IN THE CITIES SECTIoN:    
January 31

Space reservations due: January 25
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

It might seem like months away—and it is—but local summer camps  
for kids are already accepting registration for programs in academics,  
 music, art, theater, sports and more. The Villager will be highlighting  
      those programs being offered locally with our Summer in the  
              Cities special section in the January 31 issue.

IN THE
CITIES
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Neighborhood Honor Roll—The Highland Park District 
Council has chosen James Farnsworth, Jenny Winkelman and 
Johnny Allen Jr. as its nominees for the city of St. Paul’s 2017 
Neighborhood Honor Roll. The public is invited to join in rec-
ognizing them during a citywide celebration from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Friday, January 26, in the Anderson Student Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. Each year the event recognizes 
outstanding individuals or groups from St. Paul’s 17 district 
councils. Admission is $15 and includes light hors d’oeuvres.  
Tickets are available at 2017neighborhoodhonorroll.brown 
papertickets.com or at the door.  

Home Improvement Fair— There is still time to sign up as 
a sponsor or exhibitor for the 2018 Macalester-Groveland & 
Highland Park Home Improvement Fair that will be held on 
Saturday, March 10, at Cretin-Derham Hall. For information, 
visit the HDC website and look under “events.” 

Upcoming meetings—Community Engagement Com-
mittee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, January 23; board of directors, 7 
p.m.  Thursday, February 1. Both meetings will be held at the  
Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Frost Fest 2018—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council will hold its annual Frost Fest from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, 
January 20, at Groveland Park, 2021 St. Clair Ave. The winter 
celebration will feature free hot chocolate, ice skating, games, 
treats and music. Free skate rental will be provided by the 
Groveland Recreation Center. Visit macgrove.org/frostfest.

Neighborhood Honor Roll—Every year, the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council recognizes outstanding peo-
ple from the neighborhood  and volunteers as part of St. Paul’s 
Neighborhood Honor Roll. A celebration for the honorees will 
take place from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, January 26, in the An-
derson Student Center at the University of St. Thomas. Tickets 
may be purchased in advance on the district council’s website 
or at the door. The Macalester-Groveland honorees this year 
are Sheila Sweeney, Melanie Peterson-Nafziger and the Girl 
Scout Cadettes from Holy Spirit School. 

Mizna Arab Film Fest—Presented by the local Arab Amer-
ican arts organization Mizna, the 2018 film fest will feature 
Arab and Arab American films shown at several local colleges. 
First up will be Those Who Remain at 7 p.m. Friday, January 
26, in Davis Hall at Macalester. The film tells the story of a 60-
year old Christian farmer’s struggle to stay on his land amid 
sectarian tension, fear and hopelessness. For tickets, priced 
from $6-$10 (free for students), visit tinyurl.com/ycs7ybok.

Get involved—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council currently has several openings on its board of direc-
tors, including at-large residential, at-large faith, at-large land-
lord and at-large education representatives. The council also 
has four standing committees that meet once a month. Those 

who attend three consecutive commit-
tee meetings can become voting mem-
bers. Visit macgrove.org/node/341.

Upcoming meetings—Transporta-
tion Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan-
uary 22; Housing and Land Use Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 
24, Groveland Recreation Center; Com-
munity Building Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, February 12; Environment 
Committee, 7 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 15. Unless otherwise noted, the 
meetings will be held at the Edgcumbe  
Recreation Center. 

Summit  Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-
1222

Summit Hill Plan—The Summit Hill Associa-
tion is in the process of revising its neighborhood 
plan, which helps guide decisions regarding such 
topics as zoning, parking and pedestrian safety and is part of 
the city of St. Paul’s Comprehensive Plan. Those who live or 
own a business in the neighborhood are being asked to pro-
vide their input on the plan by taking a survey at summithil-
lassociation.org/comprehensive-plan-update before February 
15. They may also sign up on the website to receive email no-
tifications about the plan and all SHA developments. 

Neighborhood Honor Roll—The SHA will honor its re-
cipients named to St. Paul’s Neighborhood Honor Roll, along 
with those from throughout the city, during an induction cer-
emony from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, January 26, in the Ander-
son Student Center at the University of St. Thomas. All are 
invited to attend. Tickets are $15 and include hors d’oeuvres. 
There will also be a cash bar. For information, email director@
summithillassociation.org.

Historic house tour—The Summit Hill House Tour is set 
for Sunday, September 30. Those who are interested in hav-
ing their homes included on the tour or wish to volunteer 
are being asked to contact Monica Haas at director@summit 
hillassociation.org. 

Keep in touch—Check out the SHA’s new website and 
watch for details about upcoming events, including an eve-
ning with Larry Millett and Carol Carey of Historic St. Paul in 
February and a special dinner with Lynne Rossetto Kasper in 
March. People also can sign up for the association’s electronic 
newsletter and learn how they can volunteer.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Open forums—The Union Park District Council holds 
public forums almost every month and is seeking suggestions 
for future topics, such as preventing crime, planning transpor-
tation during soccer games at the new Allianz Field or dis-

cussing citywide issues with 
St. Paul officials. Email julie@

unionparkdc.org or take the poll 
on the UPDC website.
Neighborhood Honor Roll—Every 

year, the UPDC recognizes three individuals 
or groups for inclusion on St. Paul’s  citywide Neigh-

borhood Honor Roll. The public is welcome to attend a cel-
ebration for this year’s honorees from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, 
January 26, in the Anderson Student Center at the University 
of St. Thomas. For information, email julie@unionparkdc.org. 

Ten-year anniversary—This March marks the 10th anni-
versary of the selection of the Union Park District Council as 
the new name of what had been three smaller district councils. 
The council plans to hold an event to celebrate the milestone. 
Those who are interested in helping out are being asked to 
email michael@unionparkdc.org.

Music and movement—The UPDC has teamed up with 
Playing With Music to offer music and movement classes at 
10 a.m. on Saturdays at 161 N Snelling Ave. for children from 
birth through kindergarten and their caregivers. The 45-min-
ute classes foster music appreciation, along with basic beat and 
pitch competency. A Ukulele Club for children ages 5-8 is also 
being offered at 11 a.m. on Saturdays. For information, email 
marksorvari@gmail.com. 

Historic home project—Those who own historic homes 
in the Union Park neighborhood are invited to purchase an 
engraved plaque for their properties. The cost is $95, which 
includes a $25 tax-deductible donation to the UPDC. For  
information, visit unionparkdc.org/historichome.

Upcoming meetings—Environment and Parks Com-
mittee, 7 p.m. Wednesday, January 17, 161 N. Snelling Ave.; 
Land Use and Economic Development Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, January 22, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 
University Ave.; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, February 12, Episcopal Homes; board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 7, Episcopal Homes.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the UPDC on 
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighborhood 
Matters,” by emailing michael@unionparkdc.org.

District Council News

The district councils 
in the Villager area

UFFDA! It’s ColdUFFDA! It’s Cold
Make sure your heating system is operating at peak performance with our 21 point tune-up.

One call
can solve

it all!

24-Hour
Emergency Service
651-646-7381
Service On All Brands
Emergency Repairs & Installation
Professional, Uniformed Technicians
Repairs Quoted in Advance
Furnace & Boiler Tune-Ups
FREE Estimates on New Equipment

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

651-646-7381
Call FOR an in-hOme eSTimaTe!

national 
Service
award 
Winner

2 00 5  –  2 016

www.snellingcompany.com

$30 OFF    
Furnace

                        Tune-Up
Make sure your Furnace is operating at peak performance

21 POINT MAINTENANCE SPECIAL        

Offer good through 1/31/18 at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of sale.  Not valid with any other offers. 
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Burglary—Highland Park Elementary 

School, 1700 Saunders Ave., was broken into 
during the evening of December 23-24.

Theft—A Gretsch Birch Catalina drum set 
was stolen from a vehicle on the 600 block of 
South Snelling Avenue on December 12-13. 

—Two iPads were reported stolen at Pear-
son’s Candy, 2140 W. Seventh St., at 12:09 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 13.

—A concrete saw was reported stolen at 
Zantigo, 2545 W. Seventh St., on Thursday, 
December 21.

—Building material was reported stolen 
from the construction zone at Horace Mann 
School, 2001 Eleanor Ave., at 6:48 a.m. Thurs-
day, January 4.

—Vehicles were stolen on Finn Street and 
Highland Parkway on January 6, and on 
Edgcumbe Road and Randolph Avenue on  
January 9.

Assault—A student assaulted two teachers 
at River East School, 1845 Sheridan Ave., at 
11:40 a.m. Monday, January 8. 

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—TCF Bank, 459 N. Lexington 

Pkwy., was robbed at 5:01 p.m. Thursday, 
January 4.

Theft—A purse was stolen at the Midway 
Target around 11 p.m. Friday, December 22. 
An iPhone 8 Plus also was stolen at the store 
between 5:38-6:28 p.m. Sunday, December 
24. 

—A wallet was stolen from a purse at the 
Midway Target between 11 a.m.-noon Satur-
day, December 30. The suspect was described 
as a black woman with a big build. She was 
wearing a red coat and using a motorized 
scooter. She left in a light-blue, four-door 
Mercury.

—Two boys were caught on January 2 and 
two girls were arrested on January 6 at the 
Midway Target. In both cases they were try-
ing to steal more than $500 in merchandise.

—A vehicle was stolen at Skyline Tower, 
1247 St. Anthony Ave., between January 4-5.

Macalester-Groveland
Theft—A Cleveland-brand trombone 

was stolen from a vehicle on the 1900 block 
of Summit Avenue during the evening of  

December 19-20.
—A vehicle was stolen on the 300 block of 

South Lexington Parkway during the evening 
of January 3-4.

—A backpack and MacBook Pro computer 
were stolen from a vehicle parked outside 
the Green Mill, 57 S. Hamline Ave., between 
6-7:14 p.m. Friday, January 5.

—A Dell Latitude laptop computer and 
other personal items were stolen from a ve-
hicle on the 200 block of South Cleveland Av-
enue between 4:30-6 p.m. Monday, January 8.

Assault—A 52-year-old man was arrested 
for felony domestic assault of a female at 5:37 
p.m. Monday, January 1, on the 1300 block of 
Berkeley Avenue.

—A female reported being assaulted at 
Ramsey Middle School at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
January 3.

Mendota Heights
Robbery—A woman reported being 

robbed at 12:23 p.m. Monday, January 1, on 
the 1000 block of Northland Drive.

Miscellaneous—A homeowner called po-
lice to report seeing two males going through 
his neighbor’s mailbox at 6:05 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 2, on the 500 block of Hiawatha Av-
enue. Another neighbor said the suspects also 
came to his house, asked for someone who 
did not live there and then left on foot.

Merriam Park
Burglary—Two homes were burglarized  

on the 1700 block of Iglehart Avenue between 
December 21-26.

Theft—A backpack, Apple MacBook Air 
computer and schoolbooks were reported 
stolen at the University of St. Thomas at 5:15 
p.m. Tuesday, December 19.

—Two vehicles were stolen on the 1500-
1600 blocks of Marshall Avenue during the 
evening of December 20-21. 

—Children’s clothing and six car stereo am-
plifiers were stolen from a vehicle at the Days 
Inn, 1964 University Ave., between 12:20-1:19 
a.m. Monday, December 25.

—A purse-snatching was reported at the 
light-rail station on Snelling and University 
avenues at 5:52 p.m. Saturday, December 30.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A car was reported stolen at the 

Midway Cub Foods at 11:22 p.m. Thursday, 
December 21.

—A Dell laptop computer was stolen from 

a vehicle parked outside O’Gara’s, 164 N. Snel-
ling Ave., between 2:45-3:15 p.m. Thursday, 
December 21. 

—Two cars that were left running to warm 
up were reported stolen on the 1400-1800 
blocks of Laurel Avenue at 12:06 p.m. Friday, 
December 29.

—A 32-year-old woman was arrested for 
trying to steal more than $500 in merchan-
dise from the Midway Walmart at 9:58 p.m. 
Thursday, January 4.

—A backpack, iPad and Nike shoes were 
stolen from a vehicle on Snelling and Lincoln 
avenues between 6-6:49 p.m. Friday, January 
5. The total loss was estimated at $900.

—A cellphone valued at around $1,000 was 
reported stolen at the Sprint Store, 1360 Uni-
versity Ave., at 4:36 p.m. Sunday, January 7.

—A man in a black sedan reportedly tried 
to steal packages from the front steps of a resi-
dence on the 1300 block of Summit Avenue at 
9:17 a.m. Tuesday, January 9. When confront-
ed, the suspect dropped the packages and fled.

Miscellaneous—A 20-year-old man was 
arrested for causing significant damage to the 
door of O’Gara’s, 164 N. Snelling Ave., after 
being kicked out of the restaurant at 1:56 a.m. 
Sunday, December 31. 

Summit Hill
Robbery—A woman was the victim of a 

strong-arm robbery at 5:54 p.m. Wednesday, 
January 3, on the 900 block of Goodrich Av-
enue.

Theft—Merchandise valued at more than 
$500 was reported stolen at The North Face, 
799 Grand Ave., at 2:35 p.m. Wednesday,  
December 20.

—A Lenovo laptop computer was stolen 
from a vehicle on the 500 block of Lincoln Av-
enue during the evening of December 20-21.

—A cellphone was stolen from a store at 
Milton Mall, 917 Grand Ave., at 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 21. A wallet also was re-
ported stolen from a purse there at 10:33 p.m. 
Friday, December 22.

—A backpack, Apple laptop computer and 
two bags of clothing were reported stolen 
from a vehicle on Grand Avenue and Victoria 
Street at 8:45 p.m. Friday, December 29.

—An auto theft was reported at the Tavern 
on Grand, 656 Grand Ave., at 8:26 p.m. Sun-
day, December 31. Two vehicles also were sto-
len on the 800 block of Grand on January 3-5.

Miscellaneous—A 42-year-old man was 
arrested for felony damage to property total-

ing more than $1,000 at Fjallraven, 797 Grand 
Ave., at 7:58 p.m. Wednesday, January 3.

—Felony criminal damage to property was 
reported at a residence on the 1000 block of 
Lincoln Avenue the evening of January 3-4.

—Felony damage to property was reported  
to the water heater and boiler at an apart-
ment building on Lexington Parkway and 
Lincoln Avenue at 6:30 p.m. Friday, January 
5. More damage also was reported there the 
next morning. The suspect was believed to 
be a tenant who was angry about an eviction 
notice.

Summit-University
Theft—Vehicle thefts were reported on the 

800 block of Laurel Avenue on December 21-
22, on the 200 block of North Western Avenue 
on December 22, on the 200 block of Dayton 
Avenue on December 23 and on the 700 block 
of Selby Avenue on January 5.

—A backpack, MacBook laptop computer, 
tennis shoes and workout clothes were stolen 
from a vehicle at WA Frost, 374 Selby Ave., 
between 6-7:11 p.m. Thursday, December 22. 

—A brown leather satchel containing sev-
eral books, including one written by the own-
er, was stolen from a vehicle on the 400 block 
of Selby Avenue between 1-2:16 p.m. Sunday, 
January 7.

—The catalytic converter was reported sto-
len from a vehicle on the 700 block of Laurel 
Avenue at 12:27 p.m. Monday, January 8.

West End
Burglary—Someone broke the front door 

and stole cigarettes and lottery tickets from 
Cooper’s Foods, 633 W. Seventh St., during 
the evening of January 2-3.

—A construction site at the former Schmidt 
Brewery on the 900 block of West Seventh 
Street was broken into and tools were stolen 
between January 5-8.

Theft—A vehicle that had been left run-
ning and unlocked was reported stolen on 
the 1000 block of James Avenue at 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, December 21. 

—Other vehicle thefts were reported on 
the 300 block of West Seventh Street on De-
cember 23-24, on the 900 block of Armstrong 
Avenue on December 25, on the 200 block of 
West Seventh Street on December 31, on the 
200 block of South Western Avenue on Janu-
ary 1, on the 600 block of Armstrong Avenue 
on January 5 and on the 200 block of Banfil 
Street on January 8.

Crime Report

New Year - New School
Come see our new building!

Now offering care for infants & toddlers!

Register by February 18, 2018 for 
$500 in tuition savings!

For details visit
misamigospreschool.com/promo

misamigospreschool.com
1194 Randolph Ave at Edgcumbe  |  651-728-3261

Free admission & kids activities! 

Plan a summer

ADVENTURE
12th annual

At Minnesota Parent’s

FairCamp
Saturday, 

February 24th
10am–2pm
Como Park Zoo & 

Conservatory, St. Paul

mnparent.com/campfair
SPONSORED BY

Camp Fair 2018 Villager 3.33x4.94.indd   1 1/10/18   2:51 PM

Challenging Academically
Gifted Learners in a

Diverse School Community

Tours available
at your convenience

560 Concordia Avenue
(Enter the Blue Doors)

For Info Call 651-325-2500

Open House Grades 1 - 8
Thursday, Feb. 1st  6 - 7 pm

capitolhill.spps.org
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Thursday,  January 25
5:30-7:30 p.m.

K-8 progressive education
Quaker values

We provide a liberal arts curriculum in the Jesuit tradition—academics, leadership and service.
Families of all faith traditions are welcome. Preschool - 8th grade. 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
                              CATHOLIC SCHOOL

1065 SUMMIT AVENUE • SAINT PAUL • 651.224.4836 • SCHOOL.MORECOMMUNITY.ORG

WELCOMING HEARTS. INSPIRING MINDS. IGNITING EXCELLENCE. 

SCHOOL VISIT DAY
Fri., Jan.19, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Visit our classrooms in session

OPEN HOUSE
Thur., Feb.1, 5:30-7 p.m.

Enjoy a light dinner, visit 
classrooms and meet faculty

Join us for our winter events!

Education
By Frank Jossi

In the lively halls and classrooms 
of Hiawatha Leadership Acade-
my-Morris Park, student “schol-

ars” were wearing green T-shirts on 
a recent winter day as they moved 
to a gymnasium where a makeshift 
lunchroom served Mexican meals.

Though the scene did not look 
much different from other elemen-
tary schools in the Twin Cities, the 
student body of the K-4 charter 
school is markedly poorer and more 
diverse than many of them. 

In fact, many of the students at-
tending Hiawatha Academies’ 
network of four charter schools in 
South Minneapolis are children of 
color, eligible for free and reduced-
price lunches, and speak a language 
other than English at home. Despite 

those challenges, the schools have 
flourished, with test scores among 
the highest in the state when fac-
tored for poverty.

Awards have flowed as a result. 
The schools have received recog-
nition from the Minnesota De-
partment of Education, Teach for 
America and the Minnesota Busi-
ness Partnership, to name a few.  
So what is their secret? 

“We see our goal as working to 
close the opportunity or achieve-
ment gap by having high expecta-
tions for our scholars and having 
strong support in place for them,” 
said Ambar Cristina Hanson, 
chief external relations officer for  
Hiawatha Academies.

The schools focus on college 
preparation, starting with kinder-
gartners, she said. In the hallway 

at Morris Park, 3810 E. 56th St., 
teachers hang flags or signs with the 
names of universities from which 
they graduated, and students are 
taught college songs to sing on Fri-
day school get-togethers, Hanson 
said.

The strategy is to get students 
thinking early about college, since 
many come from households where 
university degrees are a rarity. The 
hallway posters encourage stu-
dents to “expect more than others 
think possible” and “care more than  
others think wise.”

Students are taught about social 
justice and the importance of ac-
ceptance of others. The curriculum 
concentrates on reading, math, en-
gineering, English and social justice 
and even yoga, Hanson said.

The school also encourages pa-
rental involvement to keep students 
motivated and on track. “What the 
research and data show is that to be 
successful in a lifelong sense, family 
support is critical,” said Morris Park 

principal Catherine Chu Lapiska. 
Toward that end, Hiawatha op-

erates a six-week Family Academy 
that offers resources and tools to 
parents, she said. Other opportuni-
ties for parental involvement occur 
throughout the school year. Fami-
lies “are the primary educators and 
the primary champions in their 
(students’) lives,” Chu Lapiska said. 
“And we learn a lot from families 
because they know a lot more about 
their kids than we do.”

Teachers must be open to chang-
ing their approaches to teaching in 
dealing with a multicultural class-
room, said Laura Harringa, who has 
taught at Morris Park for two years. 
She adapts to the needs of low-
income students who often arrive 
from vastly different backgrounds 
than hers or other teachers. They 
face poverty, food insecurity and 
other challenges, and seek in school 
a place where they can feel safe in 
a trusting and nurturing environ-
ment, she said.

The collaborative approach that 
Hiawatha trumpets applies to teach-
ers, too. “I like that there are people 
here I trust to make me better,” said 
Harringa, who teaches 3rd grade 
and leads an equity work group. “I 
want us to continue to push our-
selves on the equity work and in 
challenging our biases.”

Jordan McNiven was asked what 
he likes about teaching at Morris 
Park. “Too many things,” he said. “I 
love my classes and my kids because 
they work so hard and they care a 
lot about the school.”

Now in its 11th year, Hiawatha 
has grown from 140 students in 
grades K-1 and seven teachers to an 
anticipated 1,600 students and 240 
staff members next year. It moved 
to Morris Park in 2009 and now 
also operates Hiawatha Leader-
ship Academy-Northrop for grades 
K-4 at 1611 E. 46th St., Hiawatha  
College Prep-Kingfield for grades 

First-grade teacher Lindsey Kane works on a project with students Za’Niah Allen and Jordana Palacios 
Hyatt at Hiawatha Leadership Academy-Morris Park in South Minneapolis. Photos by Brad Stauffer

Charting its course
Hiawatha Academies earns high marks as 
it prepares to open its fifth school in Mpls.

Fourth-grade scholar Betzy Martinez gets lost in a good book during 
class at the charter school’s Morris Park location. hiawatha academies c16
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Great Thought 
Inspiring   

Great Thinkers

Intellect,  Character,  and Ideals 
in the Classical  Tradition

Public 
Charter School 

Classical 
Curriculum 

 

1455 Victoria Way    Saint Paul, MN 55102    651.209.6320
www.novaclassical.org

 Tuition-Free 

     Rigorous,

 Accelerated

 Program 

SATURDAY JANUARY 27
9 am - 12 noon

The fair gives students and families 
the chance to interact with school 
administrators and teachers, ask 
questions and learn more about the 
great opportunities and innovative formats 
charter school education offers. 

Meet our community partners as well!

SAINT PAUL COLLEGE
235 Marshall Avenue

Now taking applications for Fall 2018

CREATING A HIGHER STANDARD
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

690 Birmingham Street, St. Paul, MN 55106
651-205-4797 | twincitiesacademy.org

TWIN CITIES ACADEMY

Upcoming Informational
Sessions

Saturday, January 20
10-11:30 am

Thursday, February 15
6:30-8 pm

Saturday, February 24
10-11:30 am

Upcoming Student
Shadow Days

Wednesday, January 10
9:30 am-3 pm

Wednesday, January 31
9:30 am-3 pm

Thursday, February 8
9:30 am-3 pm

Wednesday, March 14
9:30 am-3 pm

CLASS 
SPACE 

AVAILABLE!

Please visit us at www.jenningsclc.org 
or our Facebook page for details  
(651) 649-5403

The World 

We are a unique Twin Cities 
charter school with 
opportunities to explore 
the world and community 
through a progressive 
approach to education. 

Is Our Classroom

•  Personalized learning plans
•  Small classroom sizes
•  Career and college ready focus
•  Work-based learning program
•  Study travel opportunities
•  Self-designed projects by students
•  Post Secondary En•  Post Secondary Enrollment Options 

(PSEO)

We are a unique Twin Cities
charter school with
opportunities to explore the
world and community
through a progressive
approach to education.

• Personalized learning plans
• Small classroom sizes
• Career and college ready focus
• Work-based learning program
• Study travel opportunities
• Self-designed projects by students
• Post Secondary Enrollment Options
   (PSEO)

Please visit us at www.jenningsclc.org
or our Facebook page for details
(651) 649-5403

A place where 
kids can be kids!

Recognizing the uniqueness of each child.

We emphasize the concept of self-worth, as well as
the development of social interaction skills.

Creating a climate for learning that encourages exploration, 
discovery, and creative encounters.

ART • MUSIC • BOOKS • SPECIAL PROGRAMS
1658 L incoln  Ave |  S t  Paul  |  651.698.5472

MacalesterPlymouthPreschool.org

OPEN

HOUSE
Monday Feb. 26th 6-7:30 pm

By Kevin Driscoll

The District 197 School Board 
agreed last month to place a $117 
million ballot question before vot-

ers on May 8. If approved, among sev-
eral other projects, the measure would 
pay for construction of a multisport 
athletic field and track at Henry Sibley 
High School. 

The lighted field would be built on the 
site of the existing track on the north-
west corner of the school property and 
would be used for football and other 
sports. Matson Field, which is located 
about 21/2 miles away, would be retained 
for middle school athletics.

The bonds would pay for renova-
tions and repairs at all eight of the dis-
trict’s school buildings and would take 
22 years to pay off, according to Carrie 
Hilger, communications director for the 
Mendota Heights, West St. Paul and Ea-
gan public schools. It would modernize 
outdated classrooms and educational 
spaces, improve fine arts and athletic 
spaces, and address handicapped acces-
sibility and school parking lot safety.

“Our facilities are aging and despite 
the work of our staff to keep up with 
maintenance, there are updates that 
need to be made to our academic and 
co-curricular spaces,” said School Board 
chair Joanne Mansur. “There are parts 
of the high school, such as the music 
and science areas, that have had little to 
no changes since the school opened (in 
1971).”

Mansur said discussions regarding 
school facilities began 18 months ago 
with a deferred maintenance assessment 
for the district. Last March, the board 
assembled a task force of parents, other 
citizens, teachers and administrators to 
complete a comprehensive review of all 
school buildings and grounds.

Here is a partial list of the improve-
ments being proposed in each of the 
schools:

Sibley High School
Nearly $47 million of the bond fund-

ing would be spent on Sibley. Along with 
the new sports facility, the high school 
would get a new swimming pool to re-
place the one at Heritage Middle School, 
and improvements to its locker rooms, 
baseball and softball dugouts, conces-
sion and ticket booths, scoreboard and 

bleachers. 
There also would be enhancements to 

the school’s performing arts and music 
areas, auditorium, science labs, com-
mons area, school store and office space, 
along with the creation of small group 
break-out spaces, expanded health 
and fitness areas, and improved handi-
capped access.

Improvements also would be made 
to parking lots, landscaping, concrete 
walks, drainage, fencing, lockers, doors, 
elevators, flooring, mechanical systems, 
plumbing, ventilation, lighting and  
public address systems.

Middle schools
Friendly Hills and Heritage middle 

schools would see the expansion of their 
cafeterias, renovation of performance 
and multipurpose spaces, increased 
handicapped accessibility, and upgrades 
to commons, music and media produc-
tion spaces. Both schools would receive 
updated landscaping, concrete walks 
and fencing. Interior improvements 
would be done to doors, locker rooms, 
elevators, flooring and gym equipment. 
Heating and cooling, piping, ventilation, 
lighting and public address systems also 
would be upgraded.

Elementary schools
The district’s five elementary 

schools—Garlough, Mendota, More-
land, Somerset and Pilot Knob—would 
all see handicapped accessibility im-
provements, the resizing of kinder-
garten classrooms and renovations in  
spaces for grades 1-4. 

Garlough, Somerset and Pilot Knob 
would get separate bus and parent drop-
off areas, while Garlough and Somerset 
would get improvements to their kitch-
en and serving areas. Somerset would 

get a new two-story classroom addition, 
along with renovations necessary to pro-
vide handicapped access to a portion of 
a building added in 1936 and the cre-
ation of a dedicated gymnasium.

All of the elementaries would see sim-
ilar interior improvements to lighting, 
public address and fire alarm systems. 
Exterior enhancements would include 
drainage, landscaping, concrete walks, 
retaining walls, tuck pointing, sealants 
and painting. 

Approving the bond issue would in-
crease property taxes by $87 a year on 
a median-priced home of $237,200 
and by $114 a year on a $300,000 home  
(see chart). 

Hilger said a survey that was con-
ducted last June determined that 74 per-
cent of voters would support or at least 
consider voting for a tax increase for the 
district, which currently enrolls 5,013 
students. 

“At that time,” she said, “the facilities 
task force was right in the middle of its 
work, so we were unable to ask any spe-
cific questions about projects that would 
be included in the bond request.”

She said the district plans to contact 
voters before and after the referendum 
(should it pass) for input on planning 
and design for each of the projects.

The district also conducted a survey 
prior to a referendum in May 2014 to up-
grade technology and security and con-
struct a new early-learning center. That 
survey also showed a predominance of 
residents willing to vote in favor, but not 
enough of them showed up at the polls 
and the questions were defeated. 

District leaders scaled back their re-
quests, replaced the early-childhood 
proposal with one to build a new sta-
dium at Sibley and held a referendum 
again in November 2014. The first two 
questions passed, but the stadium fund-
ing was rejected. 

Hilger said that if the current referen-
dum does not pass, the district will re-
group to consider its next steps. “Right 
now we’re simply focused on making 
sure our community is informed about 
the election on May 8,” she said.

The district has tentatively set an open 
house on the bond issue for March 6 at 
Sibley. For more information, call 651-
403-7557, email elections@isd197.org 
or visit isd197.org/about/bond.

Dist. 197 to hold vote on $117M bond

The estimated property tax increase 
by home value if the bond passes.
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Preschool–8th Grade
Open House
  Wednesday, Jan. 24  ~  6-7:30 pm.

Preschool and Kindergarten
Registration
  Wednesday, Jan. 31  ~  1 or 6 pm.

By Kasey McKee

An after-school program that offers stu-
dents ages 14-18 hands-on learning in 
the field of high technology opened in 

mid-December at 1150 Selby Ave. The new 
Teen Tech Center is sponsored by Best Buy, 
the Richfield-based electronics retailer. It is 
operated from 2-7 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays under the management of the local 
nonprofit Keystone Community Services.

Though the year-round center’s opening 
came shortly before schools took their two-
week winter break, students found their way 
to the storefront, which is next door to Key-
stone’s Express Bike Shop on the corner of 
Selby and Dunlap Street.

“We have a nice group of about eight regu-
lars,” said Teen Tech Center coordinator Ted 
Tiffany. “Everybody who’s been coming here 
has come from within a one-mile radius.”

The Teen Tech Center has three distinct 
learning areas—a computer lab, a large con-
ference table with three-dimensional printing 
equipment and a musical recording booth. 
“It’s all state-of-the-art,” Tiffany said. “We 
have computers with Adobe Photoshop and 
Premier, graphic design software, a laser en-
graver and a music studio with ProTools. 

“The tech center is a space to create, not to 
hang out and play video games,” Tiffany said. 
“The music studio is heavily used in other 
teen tech centers, and the idea of free studio 
time is a huge draw. I felt it was important to 
get real instruments, so there are electric and 
acoustic guitars, a bass guitar and a keyboard.”

Tiffany’s job at the Teen Tech Center is to 
offer students help with their projects. Prior to 
being hired by Keystone, he worked with the 
St. Paul Department of Parks and Recreation 
developing “maker spaces” in its community 
outreach program.

Best Buy sponsors the Teen Tech Center 
through a partnership with Clubhouse Net-
work, a Boston-based organization that offers 
connections to more than 100 such facilities 

in 20 countries.
The Selby location is the third Teen Tech 

Center in the Twin Cities for Best Buy. The 
others are at the Central Library and the Brian 
Coyle Center in Minneapolis. Best Buy plans 
to open four more Teen Tech Centers in the 
Twin Cities area over the next three years, 
bringing the company’s total to 60 in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico.

“When we opened our first Teen Tech Cen-
ter four years ago, the idea was to look at the 
needs of low-income and underserved neigh-
borhoods,” said Andrea Wood, a spokesper-
son for Best Buy. “Many of them didn’t have 
access to tech tools and training. We’re trying 
to expose teens to careers in tech, get them 
excited about those careers, and see them en-
rolled in postsecondary education.” 

Wood said that by developing these skills, 
the centers will provide an employee “pipeline 
for Best Buy, but also for businesses across the 
Twin Cities.”

Keystone president Mary McKeown said 
her organization’s partnership in the Teen 
Tech Center was a natural fit. “We’re very 
much committed to helping youths find the 
skills that will help them in their careers,” she 
said, “and technology is a big part of that.”

In keeping with the Clubhouse Network’s 
mission of self-directed learning, the Teen 
Tech Center’s educational program is hands-
on. Rather than following a curriculum, it 
facilitates students’ individual projects. “We 
know from youth development that those are 
best practices,” McKeown said. “Students are 
going to be most successful when they’re do-
ing the work themselves.”

The Selby Avenue center also plans to de-
velop a mentorship program where volun-
teers with expertise in high technology work 
one-to-one with teens. “A mentor is very dif-
ferent than someone just coming in and vol-
unteering,” McKeown said, “so we’re going to 
develop it over time, using a model that has 
worked well at other centers. Given our prox-
imity to Central High School, I think it’ll grow 

fairly quickly.”
Central is located just two 

blocks from the Teen Tech 
Center, and students taking 
part in the high school’s extra-
curricular Program Club have 
been encouraged to visit it. 

“The Teen Tech Center is 
a wonderful opportunity for 
Central students,” said Brian 
Reinhardt, the Central teacher 
who works with the Program 
Club. “The facilities are top-
notch and offer many different 
tools. It provides an oppor-
tunity for hands-on learning, 
much like the bike shop right 
next door.”

Teens learn the latest in high-tech 
at free after-school center on Selby

The right tutor 
 understands Hannah
and her homework
Schedule your family meeting today.

St. Paul
1612 Randolph Avenue
651.209.3095
collegetutors.com  

Coordinator Ted Tiffany shows off the computer lab at the new Best Buy Teen Tech 
Center at 1150 Selby Ave.  photos by brad stauffer

Teen Tech Center’s Ted Tiffany and assistant Mason 
Murph try out the guitars in the facility’s music studio.
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Reggio-Inspired 
Jewish Education 
Welcoming to All 
Small and Nurturing 
Joyful and Hands-On

Schedule your tour today! 
(651)698-8807 or ttsp.org

The Newman School is:

Enrolling ages 33 Months - 2nd grade. 

768 Hamline Avenue S, St. Paul, MN 55116

Education built on Faith, 
Character, and 

Academic Excellence 

Please join us 

January 25th at 6:30 PM
in the school auditorium! 

 Now offering tours for Preschool – Grade 8
1900 Stanford Ave. St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-1311   email: school@nativity-mn.org

Kindergarten Round-Up 2018 

Inspiring STEM Scholars Since 2007
L JA is a tuition-free charter middle school offering a unique STEM-focused,

girl-focused educational experience, grades 5 - 8.

Upcoming 
Open Houses
                  6-8pm

Thursday, January 25
Tuesday, February 6
Wednesday, February 21
Monday, March 5

Learn more at laurajeffreyacademy.org

we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build 
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

5-8 at 3800 Pleasant Ave., and Hiawatha  
Collegiate High School for grades 9-11 at 
4640 17th Ave. S. 

Hiawatha is also planning to open a new 
$27.3 million high school in August in a for-
mer soda bottling plant at 3500 E. 28th St. It 
serves about 300 high school students now, 
but expects that number to grow to 475 in 
grades 9-12 at the new campus next term. 
The current high school will become a middle 
school. 

Hiawatha, which is sponsored by the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, formed the state’s first 
district/charter collaboration with the Min-
neapolis Public Schools to share its best prac-
tices. Its tremendous growth over the past de-
cade came under Eli Kramer, who announced 
in December he was resigning as executive di-
rector. In a press release, he said he felt it was 
best for the organization in its next phase of 
growth to have new executive leadership.

Kramer, who was not available for an in-
terview, attracted kudos from the public in 
a daily newspaper article in December. “Eli 
Kramer is a true community hero who has 
built schools that are some of the most suc-
cessful incubators for nurturing new young 
minds,” said former Mayor R.T. Rybak, now 
president of the Minneapolis Foundation.

Hiawatha’s long-term plan calls for an 
enrollment of more than 2,500, or roughly  
5 percent of all Minneapolis students in 

grades K-12.
Success in confronting educational equity 

issues has been the bases for Hiawatha’s as-
tonishing growth. “I don’t think there’s a silver 
bullet to dealing with inequity,” Chu Lapiska 
said, “but we’re always working to do well and 
pushing ourselves to be even better.”

Applications are currently being accepted 
for enrollment in Hiawatha Academies’ new 
high school that is opening this fall. Tours of 
the current high school are being offered on 
January 17 and February 22. For more infor-
mation, call 612-547-9056.

Morris 
Park 4th-
grader 
Abdirizak 
Ismail 
gets a 
hug  
from in-
structor 
Jordan 
McNiven 
during 
class. 

Photo 
by Brad 
Stauffer

13b Hiawatha Academies

A St. Paul Charter School Fair will be held 
from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, January 27, 
at St. Paul College, 235 Marshall Ave. The 
third annual fair will give students and fami-
lies the chance to meet school administra-
tors and teachers, ask questions, and learn 
more about the opportunities and formats 
that the city’s more than 35 charter schools 
offer. Admission to the fair is free. For de-
tails, contact Nancy Dana at ndana@stpaul 
cityschool.org or Tina Haarbusch at thaar 
busch@tcgis.org.

Highland Catholic School, 2017 Bohland 
Ave., will hold a preschool open house for 
parents to meet teachers and learn about the 
school’s educational programs from 6-7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, January 31. It also will hold 
a roundup with classroom visits and activities 
for future kindergartners from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 6. Personal tours also are 
available. Call 651-690-2477.

St. Thomas Academy will hold entrance ex-
ams at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 20, for 
9th-grade applicants and on Saturday, January 
27, for middle school applicants. Any boy ap-
plying to STA must take the school’s entrance 
exam before being accepted. For information, 
call 651-454-4570.

Horace Mann Elementary School, 2001 
Eleanor Ave., will hold an open house from 
5-6:30 p.m. Thursday, January 25. Those who 
attend will be able to talk with current stu-
dents, staff and parents, and see the current 
state of construction. Call 651-293-8965.

Linwood Monroe Arts Plus will hold the 
following events at its Monroe campus, 810 

Palace Ave.: a staging of The Lion King at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, January 18, and at 10:20 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. Friday, January 19; the premiere 
of the 4th-grade opera at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
February 1, and at 10:20 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, February 2; and 8th-grade Indonesian 
gamelan and dance performances at 10:20 
a.m. and 3 p.m. Friday, February 9. Linwood 
will also hold a 2nd-grade Anishinaabe bead-
ing residency at 3:15 p.m. February 16, at 
its Linwood campus, 1023 Osceola Ave. All 
events are free. Call 651-293-8690 (Monroe) 
or 651-293-6606 (Linwood).

The St. Paul School Board elected the fol-
lowing officers for 2018 at its annual meeting 
on January 9: Zuki Ellis as chair, Steve Mar-
chese as vice chair, Jeanelle Foster as clerk and 
Jon Schumacher as treasurer. 

The Minneapolis School Board elected the 
following officers at its meeting on January 
9: Nelson Inz as chair, Siad Ali as vice chair, 
Jenny Arneson as treasurer and Kim Ellison 
as clerk. Roosevelt High School junior Ben 
Jaeger will serve as the student representative.

The St. Thomas Academy rifle team won 
the state championship in the Civilian Marks-
manship Program and now advances to the re-
gional championship on April 12-14 at Camp 
Perry, Ohio. Team members included seniors 
Seth Olson, Riley Miller and Jack Kotok, and 
junior Kaleb Turgers. Olson shot the second-
highest score of his career, a 553 out of 600 in 
the 3x20 competition. In the sporter category, 
he placed first overall. Finishing third at state 
was the STA rifle team of juniors Peter Corn-
iea and Jackson Marquardt, sophomore Max 
Ilinykh and freshman Michael Driscoll. 

School Notes

A mAgicAl plAce to leArn And grow
Our experienced, loving and dedicated staff focuses on…

   • Social and Emotional Growth • Literacy, Art and Music Education
   • School Readiness • Building Community Since 1979

ROOTS & WINGS ROOTS & WINGS130 North Howell Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104, 646-9603

ROOTS & WINGS ROOTS & WINGS130 North Howell Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104, 646-9603

Half-Day Preschool & Kindergarten • Extended Day Options

pArent FAir
Saturday, January 20, 10am–Noon @ Gloria Dei

open HoUSe
Tuesday, February 6, 6–7pm @ JLCC

jeanlyle.org
651-646-9603
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/January 17
Passion! Betrayal! Vengeance!, 
a four-week lecture series on Verdi’s 
Rigoletto with musicologist Daniel Freeman, 
continues from 10 a.m.-noon today and 
January 24 at House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 797 Summit Ave. The program 
is sponsored by the Friends of the St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra. The cost is $35 per 
session. Visit friendsofthespco.org.

Kids Count, a study that measured the 
well-being of children across the U.S., will 
be reviewed by Representative Dave Pinto 
(DFL-District 64B) and the Children’s 
Defense Fund at 4 p.m. at Carondelet 
Village, 525 Fairview Ave. S. The public 
is invited to attend and discuss state and 
national policies to respond to the study’s 
findings.

The Protestant Reformation is 
being explored in a series of free programs 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesdays at St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900 Summit 
Ave. The sovereignty of God, salvation by 
grace through faith and the priesthood of 
all believers are addressed today. Energy 
and inspiration through an accessible Bible 
will be covered on January 24, and John 
Calvin’s teachings on total depravity and 
predestination on January 31. Call 651- 
224-5809 or visit SPUCConSummit.org.

Thursday/January 18
End of Life Planning is the subject 
of four programs that will be offered at 
7 p.m. today and Thursdays, January 25, 
February 8 and 15, in the Wesley Room 
of Fairmount Avenue United Methodist 
Church, 1523 Fairmount Ave. Susan 
Marschalk of the Minnesota Hospice and 
Palliative Care Association will provide 
recommendations for obtaining hospice 
and palliative care. The public is invited. For 
information, call 651-699-1335.

Saturday/January 20
“Women’s Rights & Modern 
America,” a look back at the 1977 National 
Women’s Conference in Houston that 
endorsed abortion rights, gay rights and 
the Equal Rights Amendment and a 
separate rally across town that launched 
the conservative Pro-Family Movement, 
will be offered from 10-11 a.m. at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. University of South Carolina Professor 
Marjorie Spruill, author of Divided We 
Stand: The Battle Over Women’s Rights and 
Family Values, will conduct the forum. 
Tickets are $16. Visit cart.mnhs.org or call 
651-259-3015.

Sunday/January 21
“Is Pax Americana on the Wane?,” a 
review of the United States’ longtime role 
as world peacemaker and whether or not 
that role has shifted in recent years, will be 
the subject of a Foreign Policy Association 
presentation at 1:30 p.m. at the Waters of 
Highland Park, 678 S. Snelling Ave. The 
free program will feature a 20-minute 
film followed by a discussion. For more 
information, call 651-363-3040.

Have an impact on issues you care 
about. Attend the Advocacy Fair from 
2-5 p.m. at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
700 S. Snelling Ave. Representatives of 
more than 25 organizations active in the 

arts, civil rights, the environment, health, 
safety and transportation will be there to 
connect with prospective volunteers. The 
event is sponsored by state legislators Dave 
Pinto, Rena Moran and Fuong Haw. For 
information, call 651-428-1547.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will gather 
for a five-mile hike along Mississippi River 
Boulevard beginning at 2:30 p.m. at Baker’s 
Square, 2219 Ford Pkwy. New members are 
welcome. For information, call Charlotte 
Svobodny at 651-455-0052.

Monday/January 22
A Prayer Service for Life with 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda will begin at 
10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul. It 
will be followed by the 45th annual March 
for Life sponsored by Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life. The march will begin 
at noon in front of the state Capitol, and it 
will be followed at 12:30 p.m. by a program 
on the Capitol steps. For information, call 
612-825-6831 or visit mccl.org.

A community conversation on 
the contentious issue of immigration will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. at Lumen Christi Catholic 
Community, 2055 Bohland Ave. The free 
program invites people to share their 
personal experiences and discuss Christian 
teachings surrounding immigration and the 
plight of refugees around the world. Call 
651-698-5581

Tuesday/January 23
What makes a good life? Lessons 
from the longest study on happiness will be 

discussed during the monthly Lunch, Learn 
& Laugh program from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. at Episcopal Homes’ Seabury Building, 
1830 University Ave. The cost is $8, payable 
by cash or check, and that includes lunch. 
For reservations, contact Kire at 651- 
379-5102 or kmeyer@episcopalhomes.org.

A Beginners’ class in hand drums 
will be offered from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University 
Ave. The cost is $10. Drums are provided. 
Visit womensdrumcenter.org.

Meeting the challenges of raising 
a child with mental illness is discussed in 
a facilitated support group meeting from 
6-7:30 p.m. today and the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. 
The program is sponsored by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. Call Jonathan 
Wagner at 651-210-9549.

Wednesday/January 24
The Highland Park Library Book 
Club will discuss LAB Girl by Hope Jahren 
at 6:30 p.m. The club meets monthly at the 
library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. New members are 
welcome. Call 651-695-3700.

Thursday/January 25
A free support group for persons 
with anxiety disorders meets from 6:30-
8 p.m. today and the second and fourth 
Thursday of every month in Room 108 at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling 
Ave. For more information, call the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness at 651-645-2948.

End of Life Planning is the subject 
of programs that will be offered at 7 p.m. 
today and Thursdays, February 8 and 15, 
in the Wesley Room of Fairmount Avenue 
United Methodist Church, 1523 Fairmount 
Ave. The Reverend Ed Holland, a Methodist 
chaplain and therapist, will discuss how to 
prepare and update a health care directive. 
The public is invited. For information, call 
651-699-1335.

“Minnesota Caves: History and Lore,” 
a Powerpoint tour of the state’s more notable 
caves, will be led by St. Paul hydrogeologist 
and author Greg Brick in a free program 
from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Ramsey County 
Library, 2173 N. Hamline Ave. in Roseville. 

Saturday/January 27
A RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE will 
be held from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Parish 
Commons of Holy Spirit Church, 515 S. 
Albert St. The American Red Cross is short 
on blood and platelet donations due to 
the weather-related cancellation of more 
than 150 blood drives. Appointments are 
preferred, but walk-ins are also welcome. 
Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.
org and enter sponsor code COHS.

More than 200 cats from the U.S. 
and Canada will compete for the title of 
Best Cat at the Saintly City Cat Club’s 42nd 
annual Championship and Household 
Cat Show from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. today and 
Sunday, January 28, on the lower level of 
Roy Wilkins Exhibition Hall in downtown 
St. Paul. The various breeds of cats will be 
judged in five classes. Admission is $4, $3 
for seniors and children under age 10. To 
enter the competition, contact Susan Kline 
at 801-645-4730 or scklinemn@gmail.com.

political theorist Hannah Arendt 
and her writings on “The Revolutionary 
Tradition and its Lost Treasure” will be 
addressed by Molly Wilbur-Cohen from 
10:15-11:45 a.m. in the Teen Room at the 
Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 
The free program is sponsored by Or 
Emet, the Minnesota Congregation for 
Humanistic Judaism. Visit oremet.org.

Doggie Depot, a celebration of all 
things canine, will be held from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Union Depot in downtown St. Paul. 
Bring your dog to the free event, which 
will feature paws-on activities, rescue dog 
adoptions, a pet products marketplace, 
a Q&A with Katie K9 of radio station 
107.1FM, information on the Twin Cities’ 
most pet-friendly restaurants, and the 
crowning of the St. Paul Winter Carnival’s 
Canine Court (cast your vote by January 23 
at mytalk1071.com). Visit uniondepot.org.

Wednesday/January 31
A RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE will be 
held from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Paul College, 
235 Marshall Ave. The American Red Cross 
is short on blood and platelet donations due 
to the weather-related cancellation of more 
than 150 blood drives. Appointments are 
preferred, but walk-ins are welcome. Call 
1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org.

Thursday, February 1
A worship service for Candlemas 
with incense and music for the Presentation 
of Jesus in the Temple will be held at 7 p.m. 
at St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 
60 N. Kent St. All are welcome.

A respite from all the white. A wrought-iron railing frames the 
Sunken Garden where winter-weary visitors strolled through the Super Bold Flower 
Show on view through March 11 at the Como Conservatory.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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• Smoking • Nail Biting
• Skin Picking • Hair Pulling
Certified Tobacco Treatment Specialist 
by Mayo College of  Medicine

drcherylbemel.com   651.387.2080
Cheryl Bemel – Phd, LP, CTTS

GRAND SPECTACLE
764 Grand Ave • St. Paul • 651-227-8198

GrandSpectacle.com

We submit to most insurances including BCBS, Medica, HP, VSP and more.

At Grand Spectacle, Dr. Wellnitz does it all! You will receive a  
comprehensive evaluation of your eyes including in depth  
screenings for conditions like CATARACTS, and GLAUCOMA, 
along with a PERFECT PRESCRIPTION for your eyeglasses or 
contact lenses. We guarantee you will experience the best vision 
examination you have ever had. Why trust your eyes to just a  
technician with minimal training when you can have the best?

Who ExAmiNED YouR EYES?

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Dr. Mark Wellnitz

That it carries activated-charcoal lemonade at an all-you-
can-drink beverage fountain says a lot about Agra Cul-
ture Kitchen & Press. That the activated-charcoal lem-

onade is its best-selling beverage says a lot about people who 
patronize the new Highland Village eatery. 

The fast-casual restaurant in The Finn at 721 S. Cleveland 
Ave. is owned by Mikael Asp and Aaron Switz. Their philoso-
phy, stenciled on a wall near the cash register, is to serve no 
food containing hormones, antibiotics or refined sugars. The 
restaurant uses organic products for what are known as the 
“dirty dozen” fruits and vegetables that typically come with 
the most residue of harmful chemicals. And in addition to 
vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free and dairy-free selections, Agra 
Culture serves “paleo” foods—the kind of high-protein, low-
carbohydrate foods our ancestors might have enjoyed in the 
Stone Age.

Asp graduated in 1999 from the University of St. Thomas 
with a degree in finance and math. He liked the area around St. 
Thomas so much he bought a house in Highland Park in 2001. 

Asp spent a dozen years working in the world of finance be-
fore realizing that he wanted “to build something of long-term 
value,” he said. Sensing a generational shift in how people eat 
out and believing that diners wanted more transparency and 
higher-quality food from restaurants, he and Switz founded 
Agra Culture in 2014 with three Minneapolis locations—in 
the Uptown neighborhood, at 50th and France and inside the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

The partners signed a lease for the space in The Finn in late 
2016, and their Highland Village restaurant opened in No-
vember 2017. Its shiny tin ceiling, barn-wood walls and wagon 
wheel chandelier are just some of the “signature” interior de-
sign elements that Asp credited to Andrea Switz, Aaron’s wife.

“The general manager at our Highland location was the sec-

ond prep cook we ever hired in the spring of 2014,” Asp said. 
“‘Culture is an important part of our name, and our employees 
are the most important part of that culture.”

That cultural emphasis has paid off with informative, enthu-
siastic workers. I visited Agra Culture twice in December. On 
my first visit with my wife Mecca, I asked about the charcoal 
lemonade. The counter person brought out the activated char-
coal mixture and explained its popularity and health benefits. 
As you might expect, the lemonade is black in color, and it has 
hints of licorice in taste.

On my second visit, my friend Dave ordered the Vegan Cho-
rizo Burrito ($4) and Griddle Cakes ($7). The burrito’s name is 
a little misleading since it is made with organic eggs and ched-
dar cheese. Only the chorizo is vegan. However, there’s a totally 
vegan version of the burrito as well, and that’s what Dave or-
dered. He declared the fist-sized serving “more flavorful than 

most of the vegan burritos” he has tried.
On the same outing, my friend Juan selected a half-version 

of the El Granjero Breakfast Bowl ($6.75), a combination of 
organic scrambled eggs, chorizo, organic peppers, black beans, 
pepper jack cheese, cilantro and pico de gallo. “I don’t usually 
like eggs,” Juan said, “but this is really delicious.”

I ordered the full version of the American Bowl ($9.25), a 
combination of organic scrambled eggs, nitrite-free bacon, 
organic spinach, truffled mushrooms, onion, cheddar cheese 
and parsley. It was about as good as breakfast gets.

My friend Jordan went with the Gouda Hash Burrito ($4), 
a serving of organic eggs, smoked gouda cheese and hash in a 
flour tortilla. By the time I’d gotten around to asking him how 
it was, he’d gobbled it up. “Very nice,” he said.

Jordan’s 2-year-old daughter dug into her bowl of Oatmeal 
($5) with delight. Considering her small frame, she put a re-
spectable dent in the steel-cut oats, organic caramelized ap-
ples, maple syrup and dried cranberries. The smile on her face 
said it all.

Like the rest of us, she also took a few bites of Dave’s Griddle 
Cakes. The three banana pancakes were a bit more dense than 
I prefer, but the four of us were more than happy to help Dave 
tuck them away.

I ordered the Paleo Burger Bowl ($11.25) on my earlier 
visit to Agra Culture. The beef patty came with truffled mush-
rooms, organic peppers, onion, carrots, avocado and chimi-
churri and was very tasty. Equally delicious was the Ala Mexi-
cana Bowl ($10.50) that Mecca ordered—a combination of 
chicken, quinoa, black beans, avocado, cilantro, radish, salsa 
verde and pico de gallo. Mecca’s and my only complaint about 
Agra Culture was that the food was not hot by the time it ar-
rived at our table. However, that may have been partly our fault 
since we sat next to one of the large windows facing Cleveland 
Avenue on a bitterly cold day.

With four restaurants to run, you might think Asp and Switz 
to be plenty busy, but they found the time to partner with 
Highland Catholic to provide the hot lunches for that grade 
school this year. “It’s been a good partnership so far,” Asp said. 
“The kids and parents seem to be happy.”

Asp’s mantra at Agra Culture is “We are your kitchen.” With 
its varied menu of salads and sandwiches, bowls and plates, 
flatbreads and side dishes, smoothies and raw juices, coffee 
drinks, beer and wine, he said, diners  can drop in pretty much 
every day of the week without falling into a dietary rut.

Hot 
Dish
By Morgan 
Smith

The Agra 
Harvest 
Salad 
at Agra 
Culture 
Kitchen 
& Press 
served 
with a 
glass 
of the 
popular-
charcoal-
filtered 
lemonade. 
 
photos by 
brad stauffer

Agra Culture serves 
up a menu to live for

Natural 
light and 
private 
high-
sided 
booths 
grace 
the 
dining 
room 
at Agra 
Culture. 

I ordered the full version of the 
American Bowl ($9.25)…. It was 
about as good as breakfast gets.
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Great Prices!

Local Delivery!

651-291-2655
LeitnersStPaul.com

945 Randolph Avenue
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the art academy
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On the Town

http://oshag.stkate.edu/events

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater
Our Dance, Our Dreams

JAN 27-28

651 699 2442

Highland, Mac-Groveland, Merriam Park,
Crocus Hill, West 7th & Desnoyer Park

BLOCK RATE DISCOUNTS
Family Owned Since 1930

St. Paul automotive
automobile DiagnoStic maintenance & RePaiR Facility
St. Paul automotive

651-298-0956 
910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)

stpaulautomotive.net

Join our
viP oil club

WinteR
car care
Package
$79.95Stop in today for a FRee 

battery & antifreeze check

By Dave Page

Tom Schroeder received 
a home-brewing kit for 
Christmas and began 

making his own beer in a small 
stone structure on St. Paul’s West 
End built by German immigrant 
and stonemason Jacob Amos. Now, 
more than 30 years later, Schroeder 
owns his own microbrewery 
and serves his beer in a bar and 
restaurant he operates in an even 
older Jacob Amos building in the 
same neighborhood just north of 
the High Bridge.

Schroeder is an attorney with 
the Minneapolis law firm of 
Faegre Baker Daniels, and he lives 
in an 1877 Victorian home that 
he restored not far from his new  
Waldmann Brewery and Wurstery 
at 445 N. Smith Ave.

Over the decades, he has gained 
an encyclopedic knowledge 
of early St. Paul, its immigrant 
communities and their drinking 
habits. His research into the history 
of St. Paul’s saloons will be the 
subject of a two-hour program 
beginning at 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 25, at the 
Alexander Ramsey House, 265 
S. Exchange St. In the programs, 
Schroeder will be pouring glasses 
of the classic German lager he 
makes at his Waldmann Brewery 
and Wurstery, 445 N. Smith Ave.

Schroeder was coaxed down the 
path of historical research by his 
friend, West End architect John 
Yust, who has worked on several 
historic preservation projects in the 
Twin Cities. Together, Schroeder 
and Yust became intrigued by the 
limestone residence that houses the 
Waldmann Brewery and Wurstery. 
The building did not appear to fit 
the architectural style of other old 
homes in the neighborhood. When 
the property was put on the market 
in 2008, Schroeder and his wife, 
Ann, purchased it.

In their spare time and with the 
help of an archaeological team, Yust 
and Schroeder literally dug into the 
house and the adjoining properties 
which the Schroeders also 
purchased. They also consulted 
Ramsey County property records 
and the minutes of old St. Paul 
City Council meetings. What they 
discovered in the governmental 

and archaeological records was 
proof that Waldmann Brewery and 
Wurstery is the oldest remaining 
commercial structure in the city.

Apparently, German immigrant 
Anthony Waldmann had operated 
a lager saloon in the building from 
shortly after it was built in 1857 to 
1863. The St. Paul City Directory 
from those years “lists it as ‘Amos’ 
Store,’” Schroeder said. “Everyone 
at that time knew that ‘store’ was 
a euphemism for saloon. In fact, 
Abraham Lincoln’s opponents tried 
to attack him as a ‘store keeper.’” 

Saloons played an important role 
in the founding and early history 
of St. Paul. In 1839-40 the U.S. 
military uprooted the pioneers who 
had settled in the area around Fort 
Snelling and were selling liquor 
to the soldiers at the fort. The 
pioneers were forced to relocate 
several miles from the fort, and 
they founded a new settlement in 
what is now downtown St. Paul. 

Schroeder’s talk on January 25 
will focus more on the decade 
between 1855 and 1865. “There 
was a significant drinking problem 
(in St. Paul) before the Civil War,” 
Schroeder said. “At that time, the 
city had one saloon for every 74 
people. Today, it’s more like one bar 
for every 4,000 residents.”

St. Paul drinking establishments 
in the mid-19th century were the 
customary Yankee grog shops and 
Irish saloons that served whiskey 
and other hard spirits to folks who 

wanted to get drunk, Schroeder 
said. In response to that practice, 
there was a push for the adoption 
of Maine Laws, named after the 
prohibition ordinances that had 
been enacted in that New England 
state. However, in the midst of the 
push for temperance, there arrived 
in St. Paul an influx of German 
immigrants with a recipe for “light, 
effervescent, dry and supposedly 
non-alcoholic lagers,” Schroeder 
said.

The German arrivals served their 
beer in saloons that functioned 
more like social clubs, places where 
men and women could congregate, 
sip the suds and discuss the issues 
of the day. As a result, a coalition 
of German immigrants, kindred 
abolitionists in the new Republican 
Party, and local temperance 
supporters were able to pass an 
ordinance in 1860 that exempted 
lager saloons from the sales taxes 
St. Paul charged in all other liquor 
establishments. At the time, the 
liquor tax was second only to the 
wharfage fee in the amount of 
money it raised for St. Paul’s city 
coffers.

Schroeder realized he would 
need a new city ordinance himself 
if he was to restore his new 
property on Smith Avenue to the 
German lager saloon he claimed it 
used to be. The property was zoned 
for residential, not commercial use, 
so he pushed for the creation of a 
new historic use zoning that would 

allow for the original historic 
use of a structure in any zoning 
district. With the help of former 
City Council member Dave Thune 
and then-Mayor Chris Coleman, 
Schroeder succeeded in getting the 
ordinance adopted in 2015.

Schroeder still needed to 
convince the St. Paul Heritage 
Preservation Commission 
(HPC) that the old stone house 
on Smith Avenue originally 
served as a saloon. Besides the 
gaps in government records and 
the changing of street names, 
Schroeder was confronted by 
the tendency of property records 
to hide the actual tenants of a 
commercial building beneath 
layers of leasees and sub-leasees. 
Fortunately, copies of the rental 
contracts were often submitted to 
the Ramsey County Records Office 
for safekeeping in case of fire. 

Nothing if not persistent, 
Schroeder gathered together an 
inch-thick, double-sided, single-
spaced report to convince the 
HPC of his claim and was granted 

the variance for his wurstery. 
On the adjacent lots, Schroeder 
constructed “an urban barn” to 
enclose the microbrewery, which 
uses horizontal fermentation tanks 
for space reasons and because they 
produce the best flavors in lager 
yeasts, he said. “Most breweries use 
vertical fermentation tanks because 
they’re more efficient and easier to 
clean,” Schroeder said.

Schroeder is passionate about 
history and giving his patrons a 
chance to step back in time and 
experience a German lager saloon 
of the mid-19th century. With its 
wood-burning stove, oil lamps, 
historic photographs of Civil 
War personalities, and tables and 
bars made from reclaimed wood, 
Waldmann Brewery and Wurstery 
comes very close.

Tickets for Schroeder’s talk at 
the Ramsey House are available 
at mnhs.org/ramseyhouse (see 
upcoming special events). The $26 
charge include two drinks, snacks, 
and time to mingle in the mansion.

Waldmann’s Schroeder raises mug 
to the history of saloons in St. Paul

Tom Schroeder greets the morning outside of his historic Waldmann 
Brewery and Wurstery on Smith Avenue.  photos by brad stauffer

Server Laura Carver brings a round of German-style beer to patrons 
on the second floor of the historic Waldmann Brewery and Wurstery.
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The Love Show
Highland Villager
2 col (3.3335”) x 5”   bw
January 17, 31

Tickets $29
651-690-6700  |  oshag.stkate.edu

with Kevin Kling & Friends
Valentine’s Day, Feb.  14
with Kevin Kling & Friends

Travel the world 
without leaving Saint Paul!

International adventures 
supported by: 

January 21: Bulgaria -- February 11: Japan
February 25: Iceland -- March 11: Bolivia

April 15: France

1-3 pm • Free • Family friendly

™

™

Dance
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater will cele­
brate its 25th anniversary with the full-length 
production “Our Dance, Our Dreams” at 7 
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, January 
27-28, in O’Shaughnessy Auditorium at St. 
Catherine University. Over 150 performers 
ages 3-70 will take to the stage to perform old 
favorites and new pieces of Chinese dance. 
Tickets are $20-$25. Call 651-690-6700.

Exhibits
“1968,” a look back at one of the most 
turbulent years in U.S. history, has opened 
a 13-month run at the Minnesota History 
Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. The immersive 
display is filled with the sights and sounds 
of this media-saturated year along with 
artifacts and stories from those who were 
there. It opens with an illustration of how the 
bloodshed of the Vietnam War was broadcast 
into American living rooms, and ends with 
Apollo 8’s iconic image of an earthrise over 
the moon. In between are stories from the 
jungles and rice paddies of Southeast Asia, 
tales of protests on college campuses, the last 
speeches and assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr., the hotly contested presidential 
race, the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, 
and the rise of feminism and Black Power. 
A lecture on Women’s Rights and Modern 
America will be presented at 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Saturday, January 20. Admission is $12; 
$10 for seniors, college students and military 
personnel; $6 for children ages 5-17. Call 
651-259-3000.
“When Home Won’t Let You Stay,” an 
exhibit of portrait photography and first-
person stories highlighting the plight and 
resiliency of refugees in Minnesota, is on 
view through February 6 in the Undercroft 
Gallery at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
2136 Carter Ave. The photos were taken by 
documentary photographer James A. Bowey, 
who will moderate a public conversation 
on answering the needs of displaced people 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Thursday, January 25, at St. 
Matthew’s. Call 651-645-3058.
“Land Body Industry,” an exhibit exploring 
industrial narratives through the work of 
nine artists, is being displayed through 
February 10 in the Katherine E. Nash Gallery 

at the University of Minnesota’s Regis Center 
for Art, 405 21st Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
Drawn from cultural histories, collective 
memory and present-day reality, the works 
by Lamia Abukhadra, Julie Reneé Benda, 
Leslie Grant, Alexa Horochowski, Rini Yun 
Keagy, Alison Malone, Monica Sheets, Nina 
Pessin-Whedbee and Josh Winkler reflect on 
industry’s ability to transform, destroy and 
reinvent individuals, communities and the 
environment. A public reception will be held 
from 5-9 p.m. Saturday, January 20. A panel 
discussion with artists Grant, Horochowski 
and Keagy will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
February 1. Call 612-624-7530.

“Halcyon Daze,” bold and brilliant abstract 
paintings by Rick Pirtle and collage and 
espressionist paintings by Jim Blaha, are 

on view through February 13 at Vine Arts 
Center, 2637 27th Ave. S., Minneapolis. Visit 
vineartscenter.org.

Northern Clay Center, 2424 E. Franklin 
Ave., Minneapolis, is displaying through 
February 25 the sculpture and ceramics of 
Jerome artists Susan Feigenbaum, Autumn 
Higgins, Lisa Truax and Ellie Bryan in the 
Main Gallery and the clay works of Gregory 
Palombo, Gillian Doty, Lily Fein, Valerie 
Ling and Audra Smith in the Emily Galusha 
Gallery. Call 612-339-8007.

AZ Gallery, 308 Prince St., has opened its 
second annual Fire & Ice Winter Carnival 
Art Show. Members of the St. Paul Art 
Collective are displaying more than 100 
paintings, mobiles, photography, collage, 

jewelry and sculpture that depict the beauty 
of winter or the promise of spring. The 
exhibit is on view from 5-8 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays through February 18. Meet 
the artists and John Kocon, designer of this 
year’s Winter Carnival buttons, at a public 
reception from 5-9 p.m. Friday, January 26.

“Bound by Nature,” art inspired by the 
symbiotic relationships found in woodlands, 
will open with a public reception from 
noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, January 21, in the 
American Association of Woodturners’ 
Gallery at Landmark Center. The sculptural 
wool of guest artist Kimber Olson will be 
displayed beside wood sculptures from 
the AAW’s permanent collection. The 
free exhibit will remain on view through 
February 18. Visit galleryofwoodart.org or 
call 651-484-9094.

Books
The Friends of the St. Paul Public Library 
has returned with its Fireside Reading Series 
at 7 p.m. Wednesdays through February 
at Hamline-Midway Library, 1558 Minne­
haha Ave. Minnesota authors will read from 
their latest books in the free program. Hot 
coffee, cider and cookies will be served. The 
schedule includes Miriam Karmel and Subtle 
Variations and Other Stories on January 
24 and Bao Phi and her poetry collection 
Thousand Star Hotel on January 31.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host 
author Bukola Oriola and her books, A 
Living Label and Imprisoned: The Travails 
of a Trafficked Victim, at 7 p.m. January 18; 
Read & Response, an open mic for writers 
to share their work, 7 p.m. January 24; and a 
reading by the Loft Peace and Social Justice 
Writers’ Group from its anthology, Turning 
Points: Discovering Meaning and Passion in 
Turbulent Times, 7 p.m. January 25. Call 651-
493-2791.

British novelist Mick Herron will launch 
his new thriller, This Is What Happened, at 7 
p.m. Monday, January 22, at Common Good 
Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave. Admission is free 
and open to all. Call 651-225-8989.

Star Tribune writer Curt Brown, author 
of Minnesota, 1918, will discuss this monu­
mental year in state history from 7-8 p.m. 

Art on ice. Frozen Lake Harriet in South Minneapolis is being transformed into an 
interactive exhibit of 22 creative spaces and 18 performances that will expand your no-
tions of art and artist. The artist-designed village of Art Shanty Projects will be open to 
the public free of charge from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays from January 20 
through February 11. Audience participation is essential. If by chance the ice is not thick 
enough, the projects will be moved to the area around the Lake Harriet bandshell.  
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FOR RAISING
THE BAR.  
OR JUST 
SITTING AT IT. 

stpaulgrill.com    651.224.7455 Making any occasion a special one.

www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 55116

We offer spectacular  
apartment homes featuring  
expansive floor plans, gourmet 
kitchens, spacious closets,  
and full appliance packages.  
Our community offers the most 
convenient senior living in  
St. Paul, complete with an  
on-site convenience store,  
exercise facilities, barber shop 
and beauty salon, guest suite,  
and beautiful community room! 

Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying at 
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or email us.

Income restrictions apply

Graham Place Senior Apartments
55 & Over Senior Living 

riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

Tuesday, January 30, at the Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. While 
118,000 Minnesotans were serving in World 
War I at home and abroad, local residents 
were subjected to loyalty tests, government 
surveillance, an influenza epidemic and 
a wildfire across 1,500 square miles in 
northeastern Minnesota. Admission is free. 
Call 651-259-3000.

Family
Ta-Da!, a weekly series of puppet shows for 
children, is being presented at 10 a.m. and 
noon on Saturdays through March 10 at 
In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask 
Theatre, 1500 E. Lake St. The schedule 
includes It and Git, Or How Change Makes 
the World Go Round by Theresa Linnihan 
on January 20; Gary’s Garden by Seth Eberle, 
January 27; and Martina the Cockroach and 
Perez the Mouse by Gustavo and Julie Boada, 
February 3. Tickets are $7. A make-n-take 
puppet-making workshop is offered between 
shows at 11 a.m. every Saturday. The cost of 
the workshop is $5 for children, $3 for adults. 
To register, call 612-721- 2535.
Night Trains has returned from 6-9 p.m. 
every Saturday through February 24 at 
the Twin City Model Railroad Museum, 
668 Transfer Road, Suite 8. With the 
lights turned down, dozens of model 
railroad layouts come to life with glowing 
streetlights, miniature holiday decorations 
and vintage passenger trains chugging 
through a fictional town buried in the snow. 
Admission is $15, free for children age 4 
and under. Visit tcmrm.org.
Travel the world without leaving St. 
Paul. Participate in Urban Expedition, a 
series of free programs offered from 1-3 
p.m. Sundays at Landmark Center. The 
music, dance, arts and crafts of Bulgaria 
will be featured on January 21. Visit 
landmarkcenter.org.
Color Your Way: Backyard Critters, a 
relaxing afternoon of coloring with tea and 
treats, will be offered from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
January 21, at Dodge Nature Center, 1701 
Charlton St. and 365 W. Marie Ave. in West 
St. Paul. The cost is $10, materials included. 
For reservations, call 651-455-4531. 
The Chamber Music Society of Minnesota 
will present its annual family concert at 4 
p.m. Sunday, January 21, in Sundin Music 
Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. The program includes 
“The Tale of Peter Rabbit” by Peter Child, 
“Little Red Riding Hood” by Bruce Adolphe 
and other classics. Joining violinists Ariana 

and Young-Nam Kim and cellist Anthony 
Ross will be the Edina Children’s Choir, 
narrator Maria Jette, flutist Greg Millerin, 
clarinetist David Pharris, pianist Mary Jo 
Gothmann and percussionist Bojan Hoover. 
Tickets at $25, $20 for seniors and free for 
children are available at the door or by calling 
651-450-0527.

The wonderful world of words will be 
explored from noon-4 p.m. Sunday, January 
28, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Learn about Minnesota authors 
and poets, create a handmade book to take 
home, or join a story circle and learn about 
A Crack in the Sky: From Somalia to the USA, 
a play about a young man who is inspired by 
poet Maya Angelou. Admission is $12, $10 
for seniors, college students and veterans, $6 
for children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3000.

Film
Omnifest, a collection of five films on 
topics in natural science, is being screened 
in rotation through March 1 on the 90-foot 
domed screen in the Science Museum of 
Minnesota’s Omnitheater, 120 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. The schedule includes Jane Goodall’s 
Wild Chimpanzees, Journey Into Amazing 
Caves, Wolves, The Magic of Flight and Rocky 
Mountain Express. Tickets are $9.95, $8.95 
for seniors and children ages 4-12, with a $2 
discount for the second film on the same day. 
Visit smm.org or call 651-221-9444.

The Twin Cities Arab Film Festival will 
screen Eliane Raheb’s Those Who Remain in 
a free program at 7 p.m. Friday, January 26, 
in the Lecture Hall of the Campus Center at 
Macalester College. Call 612-788-6920.

Music 
Macalester-Groveland lutenists Richard 
Griffith and Rockford Mjos will perform 
solos and duets of medieval, Renaissance and 
contemporary music in concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 18, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 104 S. Snelling Ave. Admission 
is free, but donations are appreciated. 
Refreshments will be served.

Seward Concert Band will play the Sounds 
of Winter at 7:30 p.m. Friday, January 19, in 
the auditorium at Sanford Middle School, 
3524 42nd Ave. S., Minneapolis. The concert 
will feature works by Gabrieli, Bach, Rach
maninoff, Emile Waldteufel, Alfred Reed, 
Eric Whitacre and Gustav Holst. Admission 
is by donation with $6, $5 and $4 suggested 

for adults, seniors and children, respectively. 

Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling Ave., 
will present singer-songwriter Ellis Paul 
in concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, January 19 
(tickets are $20); a family show by Ellis Paul 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, January 20 (free); and 
guitarist Pat Donahue in concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, January 27 ($18 in advance, $20 
day of show). Call 651-645-2647.

Lute-A-Thon, solo performances by local 
lutenists Paul Berget, Richard Griffith, Rocky 
Mjos, Phillip Rukavina and Thomas Walker 
Jr., will be presented by the Minnesota 
Guitar Society at 8 p.m. Saturday, January 
20, in Sundin Music Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. 
Soprano Sarah Jackson will join Rukavina 
in a set of songs by English Renaissance 
composer John Dowland. Tickets are $25. 
Visit mnguitar.org.

Finnish pianist Juho Pohjonen will perform 
the music of Mozart, Bach, Franck and 
Schubert in a Chopin Society recital at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, January 21, in the concert hall of 
the Fine Arts Center at Macalester College. 
Tickets are $30, $15 for full-time students. 
Call 612-822-0123.

“Songs My Mother Taught Me,” works by 
Bohemian composers Dvorak, Martinu, Leos 
Janacek and Pavel Haas, will be performed 
by the Bakken Trio at 4 p.m. Sunday, January 
21, at the MacPhail Center for Music, 501 
Second St. S., Minneapolis. Joining violinist 
Stephanie Arada, cellist Pitnarry Shin and 
pianist Michael Kim will be violinist Sarah 
Grimes and violist Ken Freed. Tickets are 
$25. Call 612-374-3175.

Warm up to the live music of Siama’s Congo 
World Quartet from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
January 21, at the Como Conservatory. 
Admission is free. Beer, wine, pop and light 
snacks will be available for purchase.

Macalester College instructors James Ga
rlick on violin and Becca Albers on viola 
will be joined by violinist Susie Park, violist 
Maiya Papach and cellist Julie Albers in a 
free concert on Sunday, January 21, in Mairs 
Concert Hall in the college’s Fine Arts Center. 
The 7 p.m. program will feature Viola, Viola 
by George Benjamin, Terzetto in C Major 
by Dvorak and Brahms’ String Quintet. Call 
651-696-6808.

Thursday Musical will present performances 
by tuba player Charles Wazanowski, soprano 
Jane Thelen, flutist Beth Blackledge, and 
soprano and Young Artist Scholarship 
Competition winner Olivia Schurke on 
January 25. The music will begin at 10:30 
a.m. in Antonello Hall at the MacPhail 

Center for Music, 501 Second St. S., Min
neapolis. Admission is $15, $6 for students. 
A 10 a.m. reception with free coffee and 
doughnuts will precede the show. Visit 
thursdaymusical.org.

“Hot and Cool Classics” will be performed 
by the St. Paul Civic Symphony in a free 
Winter Carnival concert at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
January 28, in the cortile of Landmark 
Center. 

The Minnesota Chorale will host a sing-
along of the Fauré Requiem at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
January 28, at Hamline Church United 
Methodist, 1514 Englewood Ave. Admission 
is free, though donations will be accepted.

Theater
Rhinoceros, playwright Eugene Ionesco’s 
parable of social conformity and what it 
means to remain human in the face of the 
trampling herd, is being performed at 7:30 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays through January 28 at Theatre in 
the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $22 with discounts for students 
and seniors. Call 612-333-3010. 

A Steady Rain, a harrowing journey into 
moral uncertainty where trust and loyalty 
struggle for survival, is playing through 
February 3 on the thrust state at Gremlin 
Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. Written by 
Keith Huff and directed by Ellen Fenster, 
the drama stars Dustin Bronson and Peter 
Christian Hansen as childhood pals who 
grow up to be Chicago policemen and see 
their friendship put on the line. Show times 
are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays 
and 3 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $28, $25 for 
seniors, half their age for those under 30 and 
whatever you can afford for the additional 
show at 7:30 p.m. Monday, January 22. Visit 
gremlintheatre.org.

Ishmael, a funny, thoughtful and harrowing 
tale about a schoolteacher who signs up for 
a whaling trip with a captain he’s never met, 
is playing through February 4 at the Jungle 
Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Jack Weston, a singer with the band Pert 
Near Sandstone, plays all 12 characters. He 
is joined on stage by three other bluegrass 
musicians. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Tues
days through Saturdays and 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets are $35-$47 with discounts 
for students, local residents and employees, 
and anyone under age 30. Call 612-822-7063.

Grounded, playwright George Brant’s searing 
look at morality and modern warfare, will 
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The 132nd St. Paul Winter Carnival will 
be extended an extra week from Janu-
ary 25-February 10 in connection with 

Super Bowl LII. The “Coolest Celebration on 
Earth” will have more than four dozen activi-
ties and several new attractions to entertain 
local supporters and out-of-town visitors, in-
cluding a 70-foot-tall ice palace in Rice Park. 
The palace will be made of 4,000 blocks of 
ice and will feature six ice spires representing 
each member of the Royal Family.

Most carnival events are free and 
open to the public. Here is a look 
at some of the highlights:

Thursday, January 25
—The Moon Glow Pedes-

trian Parade will open the 
carnival beginning at 401 
Robert St. and ending at Rice 
Park with live music and the 
lighting of the ice palace. Walk-
ers should bring glow sticks, lighted 
hats and gloves, and anything else that 
will help light up the night. Come early and 
enjoy hot chocolate and cookies. The festivi-
ties start at 5:15 p.m., with the parade at 6 p.m.

Friday, January 26
—The new King Boreas, Queen Aurora 

and their court will be announced at the Roy-
al Coronation at 8 p.m. at St. Paul RiverCen-
tre ($15 with a carnival button), followed by a 
free reception.

Saturday, January 27
—Jigsaw Puzzle Contest with adult and 

family brackets from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 
Cortile at Landmark Center ($50 per four-
person team).

—The 33rd annual Securian Winter Run, 
featuring a half-marathon, 10K, 5K and new 
Kids Fun Run from 9 a.m.-noon beginning 
at the Securian Center at Sixth and Jackson 
streets ($40-$55). 

—Doggie Depot from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Union Depot, 214 E. Fourth St. There will be a 
pet products marketplace, pet photos, rescue 
dog adoptions, and the crowning of the third 
Winter Carnival canine king and queen. 

—King Boreas Winter Triathlon at 10 a.m. 
at the Phalen Golf Course. The event will 
include a 5K run, 17K bike ride and 6K ski 
($80). New this year is a duathlon option. 
Visit kingboreaswintertri.com.

—Kids Day hosted by the St. Paul YMCA 
from 2-6 p.m. at Landmark Center, featuring 
live entertainment and interactive activities 

for kids of all ages. 
—King Boreas Grande Day Parade from 

2-4 p.m. along West Seventh Street, beginning 
at the High Bridge and ending at Rice Park. 

—Rock the Palace featuring the Klondike 
Kates at 6:30 p.m. and Bad Girlfriends from 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. at the St. Paul Hotel, 350 Mar-
ket St. ($15 in advance, $20 at the door). Visit 
klondikekates.org. 

—Karneval Euro-Tanzparty featuring disco 
dance lessons, a costume contest, carnival 

games, ’70s hair and makeup booth, 
and music from 7 p.m.-1 a.m. at 

the Germanic-American Insti-
tute, 301 Summit Ave. ($15). 
Buy tickets at gai-mn.org.

Sunday, January 28
—Vulcan Fun Day start-

ing at 9 a.m. at the State 
Fairgrounds, including free 

fire truck rides, celebrity visits, 
a snow treasure hunt and a Polar 

Plunge (noon-1:30 p.m.) to benefit Min-
nesota Special Olympics. 

—UCare Jazz in the Park featuring live mu-
sical entertainment from noon-4 p.m. in Rice 
Park.

Tuesday, January 30
—Frozen Family Fun Night from 4-9 p.m. 

at Rice Park, with costumed characters, food 
trucks, live performers, carnival royalty, the 
St. Paul Mounted Police and more. 

Wednesday, January 31
—Disco Night featuring live entertainment 

from 5-9 p.m. in Rice Park. 

Friday, February 2
—Kids Quarter-Scale Car Races from 5:30-

9 p.m. at the State Fairgrounds.

Saturday, February 3
—Ledermann Boot Hockey Tournament 

from 7 a.m.-noon at Wells Fargo WinterSkate 
in Rice Park.

—Amateur snow-sculpting contest from  
8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the State Fairgrounds.

—Family Day with live music and other en-
tertainment from noon-11 p.m. at Landmark 
Center. 

—Olympic Team USA’s Winterfest from 
noon-8 p.m. in Landmark Plaza. The event 
will include a chance to meet Olympians 
Meryl Davis, Charlie White, Vonetta Flowers 
and Jeremy Bloom, and will include Hershey’s 
S’moresmobile, a Bobsled Boomerang and the 
Oreo Curling Challenge. 

—The first nighttime Polar Plunge from 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Vulcan Snow Park at the 
State Fairgrounds. Proceeds will benefit  
Minnesota Special Olympics.

Sunday, February 4
—Ladies’ Day from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Land-

mark Center, with shopping, fashion shows, 
Designer Purse Bingo, fitness classes and 
more.

Wednesday, February 7
—Fancy Hotdish Competition featuring six 

local chefs going head to head from 4:30-7:30 
p.m. at The Lexington, 1096 Grand Ave. 

Thursday, February 8
—Cinco de Mayo Night from 4-9 p.m. in 

Rice Park, with live entertainment, food from 
the West Side and a jalapeño-eating contest.

Friday, February 9
—Klondike Kate Arctic Sizzle Lunch and 

Show from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the Camp Bar, 
490 N. Robert St. ($25 in advance, $30 at the 
door). Purchase tickets at KlondikeKates.org.

Saturday, February 10
—Vulcan Victory Torchlight Parade at 5:30 

p.m. in Rice Park, followed by the overthrow 
of Boreas at 7 p.m., fireworks at 7:30 p.m., 
and the Vulcan Victory Dance from 7:30-
11:30 p.m. at the InterContinental St. Paul 
Riverfront Hotel, 11 E. Kellogg Blvd. ($20 in 
advance and $25 at the door). For more, visit 
vulcanvictorydance.com. 

Multiple day events
• January 25-February 10—The multi-

block ice carving competition on January 
25-27 in Rice Park, followed by the individual 
competition on February 3, with live ice carv-
ing taking place throughout the carnival. 

• January 26-27—Craft and Vendor Show 
from 5-9 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Double Tree-Hilton Hotel, 411 
Minnesota St. 

• January 26-February 11—Minnesota 
State Snow Sculpting Competition (January 
26-28), Giant Snow Slide, two Polar Plunges, 
Vulcan Snow Day and more at the Vulcan 

Snow Park at the State Fairgrounds.
• January 26-28—Autonomous Snow Plow 

Competition at Rice Park, featuring robotic 
snowplows created by college teams from the 
United States and Canada.

• January 27-28—Saintly City Cat Show 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sunday at St. Paul RiverCentre ($3-$4). Visit 
saintlycitycatclub.org. 

• January 28-29—Orchid Show from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at the Como 
Park Conservatory ($5).

• February 1-4—A Minnesota Made Mar-
ket in Rice Park featuring local products and 
services. 

• January 25-February 10—Winter Carni-
val Memorabilia Display in Landmark Center 
featuring the extensive collection of West End 
resident Marilyn DiMartino.

• February 3 and 10—Tow Up Throw 
Down X Competition from noon-7:30 p.m. 
at the State Fairgrounds. Snowboarders, ski-
ers and snowskaters get towed up the hill and 
thrown down again by bungee to showcase 
their moves. 

• February 9-10—The third annual “Freeze 
Your Bags Off” Frozen Bean Bag Tournament 
from noon-3 p.m. on Friday and Saturday on 
Fourth Street near the James J. Hill Library in 
Rice Park ($25 per team). Visit wintercarni-
val.com/get-involved/competitions/freeze-
your-bags-off-tournament.

• February 9 and 11—Barstool Ski Race 
qualifiers from 7-10 p.m. on Friday and the 
finals at noon on Sunday at the State Fair-
grounds. Participants ride homemade sleds 
constructed of a barstool on skis and race 
down the slope.

• February 10-11—Lawn Mower Races at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday 
at the State Fairgrounds.

St. Paul Winter Carnival buttons are avail-
able for $5 each, or $19 for a collector’s pack, 
at Cub Foods, SuperAmerica and other local 
retailers. For information, call 651-223-4700 
or visit wintercarnival.com.

A seven-story, 4,000-block ice palace in downtown’s Rice Park will serve as the center-
piece for this year’s Winter Carnival, opening January 25. St. Paul’s annual celebration of 
winter has been extended to February 10 to coincide with Super Bowl LII.

‘Super’ 17 days
Seven-story ice palace will tower 
over expanded Winter Carnival

be staged by Frank Theatre from January 
18-28 at Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Hope Cervantes stars as 
a fighter pilot whose career is interrupted 
by an unplanned pregnancy. Reassigned to 
a desk job operating military drones, she 
grows numb as she tracks terrorists by day 
and plays with her daughter at night. As the 
pressure to find a high-profile target mounts, 
the line between her worlds begins to blur. 
Call 612-724 3760 or visit franktheatre.org.
Our House, a new play that peers behind 
the marble facade of the Minnesota Capitol 
to dramatize the inner workings of state 
government, will be performed from January 
19-28 at the Capitol. Directed by Alan Berks 
and Leah Cooper, it stars professional actors 
and actual Capitol employees as bureau
crats, legislators, aides, lobbyists, activists, 
journalists and tour guides. Following a pre
view at 2 p.m. Friday, January 19, Our House 
will be staged at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, January 
20; 1:30 p.m. Sunday, January 21; 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, January 26; 12:30 p.m. Saturday, 

January 27 (ASL-interpreted and audio-
described); and 1:30 p.m. Sunday, January 
28. Tickets are available in advance for $25 
(visit wlproductions.org). Some tickets will 
be available at the door at no charge. For 
information, email info@wlproductions.org.

South Minneapolis comedian Lorna 
Landvik will return with her one-woman 
improvisational Party in the Rec Room at 
7 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, January 19 
through February 17, at the Bryant-Lake 
Bowl, 810 W. Lake St. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $18 in advance, $20 on the day of 
show. Call 612-825-8949.

Frederick Douglass Now, a drama by 
playwright, actor and director Roger 
Guenveur Smith that weaves the story of 
the former slave and 19th-century African-
American orator, journalist and politician 
through a constellation of modern American 
politics, power and promise, will be pre
sented in six performances from January 
25-28 at Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent 

St. Show times are 7:30 p.m., Thursday and 
Friday and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Tickets are $15-$25. Call 651-224-
3180 or visit penumbratheatre.org.

Playwright Hansol Jung’s Cardboard Piano 
will open on January 26 on the thrust stage 
at Park Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh 
Place. It tells of the daughter of an American 
missionary in Uganda and a local teenage 
girl who exchange vows in a secret wedding. 
When civil war encroaches on their fragile 
union, they cannot escape its reach. Adelin 
Phelps, Kiara Jackson, Michael Jemison and 
Ansa Akyea star. Signe V. Harriday directs. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and 1 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday 
through February 18. Call 651-291-7005 or 
visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking, a story 
of grief, grace and redemption, will be 
performed by the Minnesota Opera on 
January 27, 28 and 30 and February 1 and 3 
at the Ordway Music Theater. Based on the 

memoir of Sister Helen Prejean, the opera 
recounts her struggle to provide spiritual 
guidance to a murderer on death row. Seth 
Carico, Catherine Martin and Karen Slack 
star. The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Tuesday and Thursday; 2 p.m. Sunday; and 
8 p.m. Saturday, February 3. Tickets start at 
$25. Call 612-333-6669 or visit mnopera.org.

Et cetera
The Twin Cities Jewish Humor Festival 
will continue on Wednesday, January 24, 
with Books and Brewhaha, an evening 
with writer and artist Eli Valley and his 
anthology Diaspora Boy, a richly satirical 
work that unmasks the hypocrisy behind 
the headlines. The program begins at 7:30 
p.m. at Blackstack Brewery, 755 N. Prior Ave. 
Warming up the crowd will be the improv 
troupe The Chosen Few. A book sale and 
signing will follow. Tickets at $12 in advance, 
$14 at the door, include a free beer.



WEDNESDAY, january 17, 2018 	 VILLAGER	 page 23

Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

No good answers  
to problems with 

Gopher hoops
It has been one of the most troubling stories we have seen 

around here in a long time, and one that has led to a lot 
of unanswered questions. Just what did University of 

Minnesota men’s basketball player Reggie Lynch do? How 
many times did he do it? Why did it take so long for this 
story to be told? Should he be suspended while the process 
unfolds? Does it make sense that he can be suspended from 
games but still be allowed to practice with the team? What 
did head coach Richard Pitino and athletic director Mark 
Coyle know and when did they know it? Why does it take so 
long for the appeals process to work itself out?

And those are just for starters. We are just getting warmed 
up.

If you missed it, Lynch is a college senior from Edina who 
transferred to the U after playing two years for Illinois State. 
He sat out the 2015-16 season and became a key regular for 
the Gophers last winter. He was the Big Ten defensive player 
of the year and set a school record for blocked shots in a 
season while averaging 8.4 points per game. 

This season, he has again been a shot-blocking power (66 
in 16 games) and upped his offense to 10.1 points a game. In 
turn, the Gophers shot out of the gate, winning 13 of their 
first 16 games, garnering some national buzz and NCAA 
tournament consideration. Then the roof caved in on Lynch 
—and perhaps the basketball program.

First, the school’s Equal Opportunity and Affirmative 
Action (EOAA) office concluded that Lynch violated the 
student conduct code on sexual misconduct and rules 
regarding sexual assault, stalking and relationship violence 
related to an incident with a 20-year-old college student in 
his dorm room on April 28, 2016. The EOAA recommended 
Lynch be suspended from school and banned from campus 
until no earlier than August 1, 2020. Lynch immediately 
appealed. A day later, a second assault that had also occurred 
in April 2016 was revealed. The EOAA contended Lynch 
should be expelled from school immediately.

Lynch hired attorney Ryan Pacyga to defend him. Pacyga 
did what attorneys hired for this sort of thing are supposed 
to do. He held a news conference, said the incident did not 
happen and suggested that past accusers may have colluded. 
He pushed for a quicker resolution and offered the theory 
that Lynch is the real victim here. In the process, he added 
several more questions that will take a while to answer. 

While all this is going on, the Gophers still have half a 
season to play. What looked like it might be a winter to 
remember at Williams Arena has quickly turned into one to 
forget. With Lynch gone and guard Amir Coffey sidelined 
with a shoulder injury, the Gophers lost a close game at home 
and got steamrolled by 23 points at Northwestern on January 
10. A record of 13-5 is normally a good thing, but you would 
have a hard time finding anybody smiling in Dinkytown 
these days.

But this too is the just the tip of the iceberg. Men’s 
basketball is a big money sport at the U. That well may 
quickly dry up if the backers think they are throwing money 
at a program that does not come down on student-athletes 
who misbehave. 

Division I athletics have been heading down this rabbit 
hole for a while. The Gopher football program was tinged by 
it a year ago. Some players were later exonerated, but nobody 
walked away feeling good about the process. New head 
football coach P.J. Fleck had a double rebuilding job to do. 
The on-field efforts were only half of the issue. 

Private colleges such as St. Thomas, Macalester and St. 
Catherine also are required to report such incidents if they 

By Bill Wagner 

The Cretin-Derham Hall boys’ 
basketball team can make some 
pretty good opponents look pret-

ty bad. But that can happen when you 
are the No. 1-ranked team among Min-
nesota’s Class AAAA high schools.

The Raiders, who were 10-1 over-
all and 4-0 in the tough Suburban East 
Conference through January 9, have 
been nothing if not impressive so far 
this season. They have beaten several of 
the state’s basketball powers, including 
Orono, Hopkins, East Ridge, St. Cloud 
Tech, Apple Valley and Central. Their 
only loss to date was against Edina, a 
consistent top-10 team that was on top 
of its game in that contest.

CDH’s latest victim was Forest Lake, 
which was off to an 8-2 start and was ex-
pected to challenge the Raiders on Janu-
ary 9. The Rangers led by a point a few 
minutes into the game, but the suspense 
ended there as CDH went on to beat 
Forest Lake 84-48 in a contest that was 
not even that close. 

Time and again the Raiders outran the 
overmatched Rangers. And when they 
were not hitting their shots, the Raid-
ers were outrebounding their opponent. 
Senior Sy Chatman led the way with 25 
points, followed by seniors Daniel Otu-
ru with 19 and Jacob Prince with 13. Ten 
Raiders made it on the score sheet.

The Rangers entered the game with a 
reputation for being good shooters, but 
the toughness and size of CDH’s front 
line made any penetration to the basket 
virtually impossible. The Raiders’ de-
fense played havoc with the Forest Lake 
attack and coach Jerry Kline started sub-
stituting for his starting lineup with 13 
minutes left in the game.

Four days earlier against Mounds 
View, the Raiders exhibited the same 
kind of scoring balance with 14 different 
players contributing. In the 89-59 win 
over the Mustangs, junior Jaeden King 
led CDH with 18 points, followed by 
senior Caleb Davis with 13 and Oturu 
with 12.

The Raiders can go 10-deep in their 
rotation, and as Kline pointed out, they 
have a lineup that includes “a Big Ten 
center and a Division I point guard—
players that you can’t screw up with.”

Kline always has been a defense-
first kind of coach, and as dominant as 
his squad has been thus far he thinks 
there is room for improvement in that 
area. He noted that his team was giving 
up around 69 points a game, which he 
wants to see come down significantly. 

“When we have it all going with our 
defense, we’re a very tough club to han-
dle,” he said. “But defense is an acquired 
taste.”

CDH’s shining cast is led by 6-foot-10  
Gophers-bound Oturu, who can single-
handedly frustrate an opposing attack. 
Oturu had 64 blocks in the season’s first 
nine games, to go along with his 18-point 
average and rebounding strength. “He 
can do it all,” Kline said.

Not far behind is senior power for-
ward Chatman, who is a steadfast de-

fender and averages almost 19 
points an outing. 

Senior Ryan Larson, who goes 
about 6 feet but plays a lot bigger 
and is a Division I-caliber point 
guard, contributes 12 points a 
game. However, the way he pen-
etrates a defense and then zips the 
ball to one of his dunking team-
mates is a work of art. Larson also 
exhibits a feistiness that keeps up 
CDH’s energy level and enables 
them to control a game. “He’s our 
engine,” Kline said.

Guard King averages 16 points 
a game and is a good offensive op-
tion. Small forward Prince, mean-
while, handles a lot of the physi-
cal stuff, whether it is grabbing a big 
rebound or exerting some muscle down 
low. “He’s a glue guy,” Kline said.

And nobody can boast a better bench 
than this year’s Raiders. Davis logs key 
minutes at backup guard and has a nice 
offensive touch. Senior Jaylen Newton 
comes in for spot duty at guard, soph-
omore Amari Carter gets time at the 
small forward slot and senior Charlie 
Dennis is available at backup guard.

Kline said his team’s best game of the 
year was an 86-73 victory against peren-
nial power Hopkins in early December. 
It was made even more notable because 

it came on the Royals’ home court and 
with losing Oturu to a sprained ankle 
just minutes into the game.

“We came out and attacked—hit them 
really hard,” Kline said. “We were getting 
to the rim.”

This year’s Raiders have a lot going 
for them, and it will take an outstanding 
team playing an outstanding game to 
oust them from the playoffs. CDH has 
been to the state Class AAAA tourna-
ment three times since Kline took over 
as coach, including 2011, 2014 and 2017. 
The Raiders took last year’s consolation 
title and have a good shot at returning to 
state this winter.

Holding court
Hoop talent runs deep for top-ranked Raider boys

wright call  c24

Daniel Oturu battles beneath 
the boards during the Raiders’ 

84-48 win over Forest Lake 
on January 9. At right, Ryan 

Larson goes for a lay-up early 
in the game. Photos by Brad Stauffer
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occur. “Each year, Public Safety comes in to talk to us about 
how to handle these issues,” said longtime Tommies athletic 
director Steve Fritz. 

The main difference is that even a successful athletic 
program like St. Thomas’ is not subject to the media glare 
that is cast on Gophers’ athletics. A 2-25 Gopher men’s 
basketball team is still going to get more public attention than 
a 25-2 MIAC team. It is just a fact of life.

The pressure to win at the Division I level is tremendous. 
In the Lynch case, Pitino contended the proper vetting was 
done in advance and there was no way to know that trouble 
was looming when Lynch joined the team. And it is true 
that college students can make mistakes that could not be 
predicted.

But we live in a very public era when any malfeasance by 
a college athlete—whether it be in the classroom, on social 
media or in the dorm—is going to get attention and the 
program itself is going to suffer from it. And coaches will, at 
times, lose their jobs because of it. Just ask former Gopher 
football coach Tracy Claeys.

The face of athletics has changed and schools like 
Minnesota are having to make tough decisions in accepting 

a student who may be a talented athlete but pose a potential 
problem as well.

Highland skiers rounding into form
The state Nordic ski meet on February 15 at Giants Ridge 

in Biwabik is the first of the winter tournaments on the 
Minnesota State High School League’s schedule. Last year, the 
Highland Park boys’ team surprised many people with their 
third-place finish. Head coach Brad Moening had to rebuild 

that team due to graduation the year before.
Judging from the results at the Loppet Invitational on 

January 6, the rebuilding plan is apparently well ahead of 
schedule. The Scots’ won the Loppet event, considered to be 
the biggest invitational in the metro area, with a team effort. 
Ben Earl-Moseley, one of three seniors on the team, came in 
second in the 5K classical event. The tandem of freshman 
Otto Schmidt and senior Joey Temali also took second in the 
sprint relay. “We have a very deep team,” Moening said.

The Highland Park girls’ team, which is one of the 
youngest in the state with four freshmen and four 8th-graders 
on the 11-player roster, also won the Loppet Invitational. The 
freshman pair of Celeste Alden and Maeve Moening won the 
sprint relay. Molly Moening, an 8th-grader, took top honors 
in the 5K skating event, while sophomore Caroline Harding 
was fourth in the classical race. “It’s a unique team,” coach 
Moening said.

Highland’s varsity squads were both ranked in the top 10 in 
the state and were undefeated so far this season. The Section 
3A tournament is right around the corner on February 6 at 
Theodore Wirth Park in Minneapolis—the same site where 
the Scots skied so well at the Loppet Invitational.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

By Bill Wagner 

The Highland Park boys’ hockey team 
just keeps getting better. The Scots, who 
resurfaced in 2010 after not having 

their own varsity hockey program for more 
than two decades, were 10-4 overall as of 
January 13. That included a first-place finish 
in the Waseca Invitational over the holidays, 
where they defeated Austin, La Crescent and 
Waseca by a combined score of 13-4. 

The Scots were also 3-2 in the Two Rivers 
Conference, including a solid 6-1 disman-
tling of Mora/Milaca in mid-December that 
second-year head coach Mark Prokop said 
represented a milestone. “We’d never won in 
Mora before,” said Prokop, whose team won 
16 games last year. “We showed some great 
zone time and some great puck control. We 
took the momentum in that game.”

Prokop said that his players, which also in-
clude Central students for the second year, are 

more and more confident that they can im-
prove on last year’s playoff effort as the season 
unfolds. Last year, the Scots posted their first 
postseason victory with a win over Simley 
in the first round of sections, but were then 
eliminated by St. Paul Academy. 

“I think our players have an idea of what it 
takes (to win in the postseason),” he said. “Our 
goal this year is to be a sixth or fifth seed.”

From the outset of the season, the Scots have 
shown that they can be competitive against a 
lot of teams. Highland lost its home opener to 
Johnson 2-1 as the Governors dominated play 
for much of the game. However, senior goalie 
Jack Branby kept the Scots close.

Branby has been a model of steadiness since 
he first arrived as a Scots regular his freshman 
year. As of this writing, he had made 89 con-
secutive starts and has a .944 save percentage. 
He also logged his first shutout of the season 
in a 4-0 win over Waseca.

Prokop said Branby moves well and can 
make a save even when screened because of 
his good positioning. He described him as a 
thinking-man’s goalie who is always ready 
to play. “I like his preparation,” Prokop said. 
“He’s all business. He’s in the zone.”

Gabe Nelson, a 6-foot-2 senior center, plays 
at one speed—all out. Nelson leads the team 
with 13 goals and 12 assists, including a rocket 
to the high glove side in the team’s only tally 
against Johnson in the home opener.

“It was a great individual effort, but that’s 
the kind of player he is,” Prokop said. “His in-
dividual play is unbelievable. He battles well 
in the corners and he can shoot.”

The left wing on Nelson’s line is manned 
by junior Evan Lindstrom, a strong, physical 
player with great hands and solid playmak-
ing skills who was second in scoring with 19 
points. Senior Alex Fadden is the right-side 
wing with a great shot and had added 15 
points.

On defense, senior Billy Wengler shows a 
lot of grit and knows the value of physical play 
to defend in his own zone. Along with the line 
centered by Nelson, Wengler spends a lot of 

time playing point on Highland’s power plays. 
Wengler has adjusted well after being moved 
back to defense from forward.

As one might expect with a developing 
program, depth is still a concern, and Prokop 
acknowledges that he spends his share of time 
experimenting with various line and defense 
combinations. However, he also noted that 
one can tell just how far the team has pro-
gressed with a total of 38 players on the junior 
varsity and varsity, and a talented group of 
Bantams moving up next year.

“There were 12 freshmen who joined us 
four years ago who are now seniors,” said Pro-
kop, who was an assistant before taking over 
the head coaching duties last season.

There is more evidence of how far the team 
has come these days. Prokop said he used to 
have a hard time scheduling games with a 
lot of teams because they thought Highland 
wouldn’t be challenging enough. But word 
has spread that the Scots have upped their 
game. 

“Now, they call us,” he said.

The St. Thomas Academy hockey team will host a Military 
Appreciation Night during its game against South St. Paul at 
7 p.m. Thursday, January 25, at the school’s ice arena at 950 
Mendota Heights Road. Free admission will be given for those 
with a military I.D. All active members of the military, along 
with veterans, and their immediate families are invited to at-

tend. Contests and activities will be held, and the academy’s 
honor guard and band will participate. Call 651-454-4570.

The Minnesota Sportsmen’s Boat, Camping & Vacation 
Show will be presented from Thursday through Sunday, Janu-
ary 18-21, at St. Paul RiverCentre, 175 W. Kellogg Blvd. The 

48th annual show will feature the newest gear for hunting, 
camping and fishing, along with exotic animals, live whitetail 
deer, a trout pond, and plenty of seminars. Admission is $2.50-
$9, and free for children 5 and younger. For information, call 
651-340-4848 or visit stpaulsportshow.com. 

The Scots’ Samuel Blindt (18) and Charlie Dombrow (9) fight for the puck with River Fall’s 
Braedon Harer in Highland’s 3-2 win at home on January 13. Photo by Brad Stauffer

The Scots pose for a photo after sweeping three games to win the Waseca Invitational 
hockey tournament on December 29. It was the first championship for Highland since it 
brought its varsity boys’ team back in 2010 and its first shutout. Photo by Vineeta Sawkar Branby

Sports Shorts

Upping their game
Wins follow as the Scots become 
more confident in boys’ hockey
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college athlete—whether it be in 
the classroom, on social media 
or in the dorm—is going to get 

attention and the program itself is 
going to suffer from it.
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Classifieds
housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651- 
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651- 
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE, toxic 
free, Feng Shui, organizing, 20 
years’ experience. 651-225-1960; 
www.mbscleaning.com

HOUSECLEANING. SERVING your 
community for over 20 years. 
Molly & Rita, 612-414-9241.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING Service. 
Now Expanding. Mother & 
Daughter Team. Licensed/
Insured. 651-402-9839.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience, ref-
erences. Anna, 612-328-2774.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive Rates. 30+ years. 
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping serv-
ices. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References. www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.
com

THE BEST Residential Snow 
Removal Services. Seasonal 
contracts starting as low as 
$175/month. Bluhm Brothers 
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or 
www.bluhmbrothers.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651-
690-1284.

SNOW/LAWN SERVICE. Sidewalks, 
driveways. Roof tops/ice removal. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn 
Care. Highland resident. Chris, 
651-757-6339.

home service
HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates. 651- 
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construc
tion. #BC635082. Licensed/
Insured. Snow and ice dam re-
moval. Stop leaks. Roofing. 
Total Remodeling: Basements to 
Chimneys. 20% Senior Discount. 
BBB Listed, also Angie’s List. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured 
for your peace of mind. Call us 
today. Free estimates. Call 651-
287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry. 

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 
651-262-9765.

HANDYMAN. CLEAN it, fix it, 
replace it; indoors/out. Insured. 
Chad, 651-274-1532.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All 
general repairs, large and small 
projects; low rates; quality work. 
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

TILING BY James. Quality work, 
reasonable rates, free estimates, 
references. Email: jrmagnuson7@
gmail.com. Cell 612-799-8265.

EXPERT HANDYMAN. Can do just 
about anything! Call Rick, 651-
795-1672.

ª ª ª LOVE NOTES ª ª ª

ª Roses are red, violets are 
blue, this space is just wait-
ing, waiting for you! Check 
here on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14, for Love Notes! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com for 
more information. ª

SPECIAL EVENTS
THE MIDDLE Sister and Urban 
Moon shops at 1048 Selby 
Avenue will soon be closing. We 
will be open every weekend from 
January 5-February 18 with dis-
counts from 20-50%. Open every 
Friday and Saturday 10am-5pm, 
and 12-5pm Sunday.

for sale
*HANDMADE SIGNS & T-SHIRTS*
Wooden signs or wall, car & win-
dow decals/stencils handmade 
to order for holiday gifts, busi-
ness, sales, weddings, retirement, 
etc. Use your logo, family name, 
favorite quote… unlimited pos-
sibilities. Wood, canvas, glass, 
mirror, chalkboard, etc. Also cus-
tom designed, small run, t-shirts, 
hoodies, tanks for business or any 
occasion you are promoting. For 
more details, call 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

TOP CASH PAID! Older furniture 
and miscellaneous items wanted. 
651-227-2469. 

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 612- 
729-3110. 

*ALWAYS BUYING*
Mid-Century furniture, jew-
elry-costume, silver and gold. 
Miscellaneous and unusual items. 
I make house calls. 651-387-8780.

home improvement
WA G N E R  &  L A N G  C O N -
STRUCTION. OVER 25 YEARS OF 
Q U A L I T Y  R E M O D E L I N G . 
SPECIALIZING IN NEW KITCHENS 
AND BATHROOMS. WE KNOW 
OLD HOMES. MN Lic. #20074260. 
Dennis or Steve, 651-224-3565. 
waglang@hotmail.com

JON SCHUFMAN PAINTING. 
Quality painting, interior/exte-
rior, textured ceilings and water 
damage repairs. Local refer-
ences. Free estimates. Insured. 
Jonathan, 651-481-0402. 651-
263-8942.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local references. 
Lic. #RR155317. Insured. Member 
BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

ALL SEASONS Painting/Repair. 
Wood frames/stucco, power 
washing. Gutter cleaning. 
Window glazing. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Small painting jobs wanted. 
612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consulta-
tion. 651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Doors, Windows, 
Basements. Additions, Decks, 
Fences, Porches. Reasonable 
rates. Personal, professional, pro-
ficient. Free estimates. “Building 
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

LARRY’S PAINTING. Over 35 
years. Family owned! Interior/
Exterior. 651-222-4227.

home improvement
RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free esti-
mates.  Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

D A N N E R  P L U M B I N G  a n d 
R E S T O R AT I O N  S e r v i c e . 
Water Heaters/Boilers/Code 
Compliance/Fixtures and Pipes 
replaced. St. Paul licensed. Old 
home specialist. Exceptional re-
model subcontractor. Paul, 651-
263-3623.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky 
faucets to new additions. I can 
save you money on electrical and 
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. Free 
estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; 
good references. 651-207-2249 c. 
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

home improvement
MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, 
windows/skylights. Honesty and 
integrity for 50 years! Family 
owned, operated. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. #BC005456. 
Scott, 612-701-2209.

C A R P E N T RY / S H E E T R O C K . 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Profess ional .  Reasonable. 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toi-
lets, tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic 
tile. 612-275-9815.

home service
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced. 
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. Since 
2004. “A” rating at BBB & Angie’s 
List. Licensed. Insured. John, 651- 
387-2955. LIGHTHOUSEMOVING.
COM

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email wantads@myvillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information available at 

www.myvillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 

5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 

All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
Next Issue: January 31                    Deadline: January 24

Continued page 26

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988

Free Estimates • References
651-482-0070

AustadConstruction.com
#BC320318

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting, LLC
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

is in the air!
So show how much you care!
Post a love note to a special someone ... be romantic, be silly, be fun! LOVE NOTES are just 

$1 per word ($10 minimum) and must be submitted by February 7 for the February 14 issue. 
Call 651-699-1462 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com for more information.

is in the air!
So show how much you care!
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WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN, 
development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, 
invitations, brochures, etc. Fast, 
reasonable and local. 25+ years’ 
experience. 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

entertainment/music
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR LESSONS. Suzuki/Trad-
itional. Classical/Popular. All Ages. 
Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home. 
Great with kids and adolescents. 
Also teach jazz and blues. Trish, 
651-387-0099.

HELP WANTED
FLOWER DELIVERY. Part-time. 
Seeking enthusiastic person to 
deliver flowers and make peo-
ple’s day when they receive a gift. 
Perfect job for retired person. 1-2 
days per week and one Saturday 
per month. Have a flexible sched-
ule being able to work full time 
prior to floral holidays. Great ex-
ercise with a lot of walking and 
meeting people. Must have clean 
driving record and ability to lift. 
Apply in person to: Tom at A. 
Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 
Grand Avenue, St. Paul. 651- 
698-6000.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for a part-
time person as a monitor in a 
condominium building located 
on Youngman Avenue. Position 
involves nighttime and weekend 
hours. Strong interpersonal skills 
required and the ability to work 
independently. Please send re-
sumes to spfeiffer@gassen.com

HIRING: PART-TIME Parking 
Lot Attendant. Monday-Friday, 
4-7pm, $11/hour. Call Rocco 
at Davanni’s, Cleveland and 
Grand: 651-690-4848.

BANKCHEROKEE IS HIRING: See 
our ad on page 4. Teller and Front 
Desk Positions. Flexible Hours.

TRADITIONS Classic Home 
Furnishings is hiring. We have 
openings for a part-time OFFICE 
MANAGER and a part-time 
DESIGN CONSULTANT. Fun envi-
ronment and FLEXIBLE HOURS. 
E-mail your resume to jobs@tra-
ditions.com

C A R E TA K E R  F O R  R i v e r s 
Condominiums, 2221 Youngman 
Avenue, St. Paul. 18 units, 40 
hours/month. Experience re-
quired. 651-775-2545, Alex.

for rent residential
All real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. Equal housing 
opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BR apartment 
homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental 
information on several commu-
nities professionally managed 
by Mid Continent Management 
Corp. 

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery/
Landscape Professional. Living 
Space  Landscapes .  S cot t 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; 
www.landscapesbyscott.com

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. 
Insured. Free estimates. Removals, 
pruning, stumps. Brian, 612- 
735-9110. 10% winter discount.

SNOW REMOVAL, sidewalks and 
driveways. Fall cleanups. Hauling. 
Call Jud, 651-230-2354.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. 
Protect your roof. Ryan, Pates 
Roofing; 651-690-3956

ROOF SNOW & ice removal. 
GUTTER CLEANING. Licensed, in-
sured; #BC126373. Burton’s Rain 
Gutter Service, 651-699-8900.

SNOW REMOVAL. Alleys, residen-
tial, commercial. We come out at 
1 inch, CALL TODAY! Roy, 651-
855-8099.

ACCOUNTING/TAXES
It’s getting to be that time 
again… TAXES! You should be 
the first to get your ad in our 
Accounting & Taxes category.  
Let our readers know you are 
a tax company with experi-
ence and ability to deliver the 
best service possible. Our 
classified ads reach 104,000 
readers! 651-699-1462; email: 
wantads@myvillager.com

CAREER COUNSELING
CAREER COUNSELOR with over 
10 years’ experience with assess-
ments, transitions and advance-
ment. Resume writing workshop 
offered January 31. More info at 
www.vocationpartner.com

computer/internet  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On 
site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HARMONY PC COMPUTER repair, 
instruction. Woman-owned. 651-
605-5804. www.harmonypc.us

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac & PC. Computer Fixx, 
Highland. 651-207-8276. 474 
Hamline.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

office/PROOFREADING
W R I T E  AWAY  C R E AT I V E . 
Transcr ipt ion/Typing/Copy 
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs, resumes. 651-690-4779.

sewing/tailoring
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117. 
highlandtailors.com

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years ExperienceLic. #20155317

PATES Finest in Residential Roofing
651 690-3956

     Serving the Community and
       Metro area over 25 Years
      Licensed    Bonded    Insured

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Lic. #RR155317

651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Continued

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP
We service most makes and sell NEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing LOCKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

Roof snow Removal
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

vB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373
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l LIC# BC636909

FREE ESTIMATES

GNR CONSTRUCTION

651.222.8459
ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

 GARAGES • DECKS

info@gnrmn.com    gnrmn.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Ochun Clean
Janitorial Service
  Residential/Commerical

  Antwoinne
612-209-8413
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Chileen
Painting
612.850.0325
greg@chileen.com

ChileenPainting.com

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration • Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

Plumbing
Service & Repair Specialist

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Mark 651.295.5417  Lic# PM06530

OF  CUS

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM
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SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Lic. #20155317

PATES Finest in Residential Roofing
651 690-3956

     Serving the Community and
       Metro area over 25 Years
      Licensed    Bonded    Insured

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Lic. #RR155317

for rent residential

2 BEDROOM + OFFICE/den, $950 
utilities included. Quiet house, 
Highland. Garage available. 
Large backyard. Small dog ok, no 
cats. No smoking. January 15th. 
651-699-3737.

15XX LINCOLN AVENUE. 2 
Bedroom apartment in desir-
able Mac-Groveland. Skylights, 
hardwood floors, granite kitchen 
countertops, stainless appliances, 
washer/dryer, garage included, 
fenced yard, patios. No smok-
ing/pets. $1500/month. Landlord 
pays all utilities. 612-516-9333.

for rent commercial

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with 
private entrance. Approximately 
1000 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue. 
651-917-9296.

WANTED TO RENT

MATURE COUPLE looking to rent 
a furnished 1 bedroom apart-
ment, condo, or small house. 
Preferred neighborhoods are 
Mac-Groveland, Highland Park, 
Cathedral and Crocus Hills. 
Wanted April 15-July 1. Please 
respond to 651-600-8813.

PARKING/GARAGE
CLEAN 2 CAR garage on Hamline 
in Highland Park. $200/month; 
Scott, 651-428-0600.

PARKING AVAILABLE along 
University Avenue Green Line 
close to Westgate Station. 
Covered and heated or surface 
stalls available. Call Vicki at 651-
999-5537.

VACATIONS/TRAVEL
ESCAPE! Sunny Beaches? 
Snowy Mountains? Quiet 
Winter Cabin? Condos, time-
shares, bed & breakfasts, re-
sorts and hotels! Don’t miss 
the opportunity to reach our 
104,000 readers, advertise in 
the VILLAGER! 651-699-1462; 
email: wantads@myvillager.
com

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE   FREE ESTIMATES

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

SNOW 
PLOWING &
SHOVELINg

Tree TrimminG • Firewood
Pick-Up or Delivered

Call NOW to Reserve!

Wes & Dave’s
LaWN CaRe

651-291-1287LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N
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Want Ad Deadline                                Display Ad Deadline

Villager Publication Date    News Deadline

2018 Publication Dates & Deadlines
Please see our website at MyVillager.com for detailed 
information regarding each upcoming issue.

Like us on 

at TheVillagerMN
& join the conversation.

Custom Projects of all Kinds

Velvet Elvis Design
WHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KINGWHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KING

velvetelvis.com     612-860-5137

Web Work
Print Work
Multimedia

Custom Signs
T-Shirts
Furniture Renovation



 

      

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

cbburnet.com Making Making 

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

phILIp m. WAhLbERg
651-336-2410

JIm buRTOn
651-690-8556

mORAghAn DeROSIA
952-486-3697

pETER DOnOVAn
651-336-8050

mIKE & TOm DISTAD
612-275-1343

hEnRY EDELSTEIn
651-690-8536

AbE gLEESOn
651-329-1990

SuE JOhnSOn
651-329-1264

SARAh KInnEY
651-282-9621

ShAWn LEETZ
651-373-8984

KAThRYn KEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LOLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

mARY mcnAnEY
KnuDSEn

651-690-8578

DAVID nOYES, JR. 
REAL ESTATE gROup

651-233-0748

JOEL uEbEL
651-695-4304

RIChARD bERgER
651-282-9649

JIm SEAbOLD
651-276-8555

pAT mcgILL
651-695-4311

RObbIE gROSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

SuE nIChOLS
651-491-0882

mIChAELA TOOhEY
651-253-6830

ClassiC Ramsey Hill Condo!
First time on the market!  This bright, sunny first 
floor unit has its own private courtyard.  Features 
include a spacious 2750 sq ft, 3BR/2BA, 
formal dining room, den, sun-
room, master bedroom suite, new 
stainless steel appliances and a 
1 car garage.  436 Portland Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $589,000

Coming soon 3BR tudoR!
Maintenance-free stucco with 2 NEW 
baths, master suite, carpet thru-out. 
Refinished hardwood floors, NEW kitchen 
w/granite and stainless appli-
ances. Fireplace, central air, 
2+car garage - Beat the 
Spring Market!

GAry FAbel 
651-334-3659 • $379,900

Home foR tHe Holidays in tHe HeaRt of HigHland!  
1210 Bayard offers stunning new kitchen with 
Bosch appliances, beverage refrigerator, induc-
tion cook top, quartz and stainless, spacious 
main floor space with family 
room, 3 large BRs up and lower 
level fun room, with private 62.5 
wide yard. Call Lolly for details!

lolly MCneely SAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $515,000

CaRefRee living!!!
1101 Sibley Memorial Hwy #510: 
Completely updated Lexington 
Riverside one bedroom plus den. New 
kitchen and two updated 
baths, new flooring, and a 
delightful 3 season porch.

 JiM burton 
651-690-8556 • $209,000

1477 gRantHam stReet, st Paul
Cape Cod home in sought after St. 
Anthony Park - 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
kitchen remodel, sun room, hard-
wood floors, wood burning 
fireplace, and main floor 
office.  Come see!

 AnitA C. Hill 
651-707-6408 • $525,000

CaRefRee living!!!
185 Otis Ave: Handsome 3 bedroom 
Spanish Style home situated on a 
spectacular corner lot just off the River 
Blvd and across the street 
from Eastcliff. The home 
needs extensive decorat-
ing and some renovation. 

 JiM burton 
651-690-8556 • $479,900

1825 selBy avenue   
4 bedroom, 4 bath Merriam Park home, 
professionally designed and restored.  
Original hardwood floors, new chef’s 
kitchen, master en suite and 
main floor bathroom. Finished 
3rd floor and basement!

SHAWn r. leetZ
651-373-8984 • $425,000

 U
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PaRk toweRs!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR, 
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe 
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated 
parking. Located in the historic 
Rice Park neighborhood with a 
short walk to the Ordway and 
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $725,000

sPlendid Renovation!
This Cathedral Hill home features 5/BR, 
4/BA, an updated kitchen, first floor family 
room, a master BR, wine cellar, new 3-car 
garage, a charming 2/BR car-
riage house with a secluded 
courtyard.  All set on a third 
acre lot. 435 Portland Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $1,195,000

ConveRted mansion!
Elegant 3-level condo with panoramic 
river bluff views, original parlor, library 
& dining room all meticulously restored.  
Features include 2,517 sqft, 
2 BR, 3 BA, fabulous com-
mon areas and a 2/c garage. 
302 Summit Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $695,000

ClassiC tudoR!
A stunning restoration/renovation.  
Features include 4/BR, 5/BA, a new kitch-
en, new baths, leaded glass windows, 
gorgeous wdwk, slate roof
and copper gutters. Beautifully
set on a spacious corner lot.
1400 Summit Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $1,199,000

PRestigious summit avenue! 
Tempting 7-bedroom, 9-bath brick beauty boasts 
white oak floors, cherry cabinetry, sunroom. Two 
owner’s suites, family room, 3-car. Zoned R-2, with 
over 4,000 sq. feet on the main 
level + bonus apartment. 1389 
Summit Avenue. *click on www.
teamedelstein.com

toM edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $739,900

stePs to maRket sQuaRe! 
Tantalizing 2-bedroom, 3-bath end unit with 
peaceful pond views. Dream kitchen open to 
family room & breakfast room/sunroom. Gleaming 
hardwood, 10-Foot ceilings, gas 
fireplace, owner’s suite, 2-car.  
1951 Oak Street. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

toM edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $474,900

Just BloCks to lake nokomis!
Two story, 3 bedroom, 2 bath.  This home fea-
tures an updated kitchen with farmhouse sink & 
dishwasher. Main floor bedroom, bath & laundry. 
Formal dining room with hard-
wood floors.  Upper level has two 
bedrooms & a new full bath. Fully 
fenced yard and double garage.

dAniel buCHen 
651-431-8833 • $239,900

magiCal mendota HeigHts!    
Gorgeous 5-bedroom, 4-bath two-story home, 
featuring a remodeled kitchen, fireplace, and a 
lower level family room. Private owner’s suite, 
wonderful and spacious backyard 
with deck and large bonfire pit, 
3-car! 2450 Bridgeview Court. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelStein crs
651-327-0623
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dynamiC all-BRiCk ClassiC! 
Discover this spacious & bright 3-bedroom, 
3-bath, nestled on a 1/3 acre in Mendota 
Heights. Lovely hardwood floors, 2-sided fire-
place, main floor family room, 
owner’s suite. 2-car, across from 
park! 1796 Trail Road. *click on  
www.teamedelstein.com

toM edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $392,900

sPaRkling HigHland Jewel! 
Truly remarkable 3-bedroom, 3-bath in a choice 
Highland Park location is brimming with updated 
beauty! Soaring vaulted & beamed ceiling, toe-
warming fireplaces, deck overlook-
ing the beautiful backyard! 1907 
Hampshire Avenue. *click on  
www.teamedelstein.com

toM edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300
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930 s HigHview CiRCle!
Beautiful Mendota Heights townhome in 
convenient location. Light-filled spacious 
and gracious living! Four bedrooms, beau-
tiful master suite, wonderful 
built-ins, finished lower level 
with bedroom and bathroom.  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • uPPer $400’S
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Home selleR seminaRs!
Is selling a home in your future? Maybe 
in 2018? Come to learn the basics steps! No obliga-
tion! No pressure! Just GREAT information! Saturday, 
January 20, 9-10am OR Wednesday, 
February 7 from 7 to 8 PM. Call 
or email for more information! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264

tHis Home is tRuly move-in Ready!   
Meticulously cared for split entry home 
in Saint Paul Park, close to the River 
and main street. For a free market 
analysis or Buyer consulta-
tion reach out today!”

MArinA lAGunA
612-636-8504


