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Autumn’s splendor. A runner soaks in the fall colors 
and warm temperature during a midday jog past fallen leaves on 
a wet trail in Crosby Farm Park.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

By Jane McClure

A plan to raise the mini-
mum wage in St. Paul 
to $15 per hour over the 

next five to nine years will be 
reviewed by the City Council 
during a public hearing at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, November 7. 
The $15 minimum wage would 
be phased in beginning in 2020, 
with the full $15 minimum re-
quired by July 1, 2023, for em-
ployers with more than 100 
workers; by July 1, 2025, for em-
ployers with six to 100 workers; 
and by July 1, 2027, for employ-
ers with five or fewer workers.

The city would lead the way, 
phasing in a higher minimum 
wage for its own employees be-
ginning on January 1, 2020, and 
reaching the $15 minimum on 
July 1, 2022.

The proposed ordinance does 
not include a minimum hourly 
wage adjustment for workers 

City Council 
holds hearing 
on proposed 
$15 minimum 
wage on Nov. 7

By Jane McClure

Ryan Companies’ master plan for 
redeveloping Ford Motor Com-
pany’s former assembly plant in 

Highland Park with 3,800 new hous-
ing units, new retail and office space 
and as much as 50 acres of park space 
was greeted with applause from many 
of the 300 people who attended the 
October 10 meeting where the plan 
was unveiled.

The plan presented by Ryan largely 
reflects what the St. Paul City Council 
adopted in 2017, according to Ward 
3 City Council member Chris Tol-
bert. “There’s a lot for people to like,” 
he said. Tolbert was pleased with the 
housing and retail plans as well as the 
parks and other open space. He was 
also happy to see two of the three 
Highland Little League (now High-
land Ball) fields preserved in the mas-
ter plan. 

Ryan Cos.’ 
master plan 
for Ford site 
gets rave 
reviews

Dayton Presbyterian moving out of historic home

By Roger Barr

The members of Dayton Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church have begun saying goodbye 
to the building that has been their spiri-

tual home for the past 130 years. The congrega-
tion hosted an open house on October 13 and an 
emotional worship service on October 14 as the 
leadership continues to search for a new home. 

“We’re openly grieving and celebrating to-
gether,” said the Reverend Gary Titusdahl, the 
church’s pastor for the past two years. “We’re 
saying goodbye to the building, but not to the 
congregation. We billed it as a celebration of the 

memories and legacy of the congregation.” 
During the Sunday worship service, the sanc-

tuary overflowed with emotion. “People didn’t 
just come forward for communion,” Titusdahl 
said. “They milled around and hugged each oth-
er. It was a healing moment.” At the end of the 
service when the final blessing was given, people 
joined hands in a big circle that surrounded the 
pews.

“The Sunday celebration was bittersweet,” 
said Kathleen Vellenga, a Macalester-Groveland 
resident and church member for 52 years. “I’m 
going to miss the building.” Asked if she had a 
favorite memory, she said, “I’d have to choose 
from 1,000.” 

For Kathy Lawhead, the Dayton Avenue 
church has always “felt like home.” Lawhead 
was baptized and confirmed in the church. She 
married her husband, Jim, at the church in 1953 
and had his funeral service there in 1997. “This 

building has been so much a part of my life,” she 
said. “It’s going to be hard not to have it.”

Lawhead served as the church’s treasurer for 
11 years. With fellow members Elaine Olman 
and Sharon Gagner, she also ran the church’s free 
clothing center for 10 years before it closed in 
September. 

The Dayton Avenue church dates back to 1874 
when three Presbyterian congregations bought 
several lots at the intersection of Dayton Avenue 
and Mackubin Street and built a Sunday school. 
The church, which was completed in 1888, was 
designed by renowned architects Cass Gilbert 
and James Knox Taylor. Gilbert also designed 
the addition to the church that was completed in 
1912.

Dayton Avenue Presbyterian had a member-
ship of about 650 in the decades prior to World 
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Looking for a 
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Come talk with us today, we will help you 
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Meet the Sheriff you can trust

DFL & Labor Endorsed

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Jack Serier, PO Box 6802, St. Paul, MN 55106

Jack Serier
“Good character and 
a heart of service is 

the foundation of all 
we do. In every 

interaction, we work 
to earn the trust of 

the communities we 
serve.”

Ramsey County Sheriff
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Great Eyewear • Sunglasses • Contact Lenses
Eye exams with Dr. Matt Anderson

772 Cleveland Ave. So. (at Ford Parkway)
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Valid thru November 30, 2018. Cannot be combined
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arthurwilliamsoptical.com

This is a great chance to get that
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COMPLETE
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$75 off

War II, according to Chuck Neve, the 
church’s minister of administration. 
Membership today is between 40 and 
50, and the congregation can no lon-
ger afford to maintain the building. “It’s 
been evident for a number of years that 
we were withdrawing too much money 
from our endowment fund,” Neve said. 
“We got an estimate for tuck-pointing a 
few years ago. In today’s money, it would 
be about $1.5 million.” 

The church’s governing body, or Ses-
sion, decided to put the church on the 
market in July. In August the Session ac-
cepted an offer from a buyer who plans 
to open a day care center there and of-
fer it as a wedding venue. The sale is 
scheduled to close on December 15. 
The congregation will vacate the build-
ing sometime after that. Currently, it is 
investigating four congregations and ex-
pects to vote to join one of them in the 
months ahead. 

“We’ll continue the congregation 
somewhere else, taking our core values 
with us,” Titusdahl said. 

When the church was built, the sur-
rounding area was a prosperous, mid-
dle-class neighborhood. That changed 
during the Great Depression when in-
comes fell and single-family homes were 
carved up into small apartments. The 
neighborhood became more economi-
cally and racially diverse.

The construction of I-94 in the 1960s 
divided the congregation geographi-
cally even as it decimated the surround-
ing Rondo neighborhood. While some 
nearby congregations elected to relocate 
to more stable neighborhoods, Dayton 
Avenue Presbyterian stayed and ex-
panded its services to the poor and dis-
abled with a variety of mission work. 

Under the Reverend Harry Maghaki-
an, who served as pastor from 1962-73, 
the church took the initiative to create 
affordable housing. Liberty Plaza was 
launched in 1968, and today the com-
plex comprises 15 buildings on a nine-
acre site anchored by a 6,100-square-
foot community center at 291 Arundel 
St. Its 173 units include efficiency, one- 
and two-bedroom apartments as well as 
two- and three-bedroom townhouses. 
The church’s Session served as the board 
of directors of the nonprofit Liberty Pla-
za for many years. 

A second major initiative was started 
in 1969 to address the many homeless 
men in the neighborhood. Maghakian 

invited the men into the church for cof-
fee and learned that many were World 
War II and Korean War veterans who 
were struggling with mental illness, al-
coholism and drug dependency. With 
the support of the congregation, the 
coffee ministry expanded to include 
Thanksgiving dinners and other holiday 
meals.

Dayton Avenue Presbyterian then 
joined with five other congregations to 
form what became People Incorporated, 
a nonprofit social service agency for 
people with mental illness. Now head-
quartered in Mendota Heights, People 
Incorporated has an annual budget of 
$50 million and serves nearly 14,000 
people each year through more than 60 
programs. 

The Dayton Avenue church’s dedica-
tion to mission work is what prompted 
the Reverend David Stewart to accept its 
pastoral call in 1985. “It was an answer 
to my prayers,” Stewart said. “Pulling the 
congregation along was never a problem 
for me. Often, they were ahead of me.” 

Dayton Avenue Presbyterian “was 
always really generous with its space,” 
Stewart said. During his 30-year tenure 
as pastor, the church hosted a variety 
of social service agencies, including 10 
12-step groups for people struggling 
with addiction, a health clinic, adop-
tion agencies and the free clothing 
store.  About 20 years ago, the church 
welcomed a second congregation, the 
primarily Hmong-American House of 
God. “That was one of the most satis-

fying partnerships during my tenure,” 
Stewart said.  

Dayton Avenue was also among the 
first congregations to open its doors 
to members of the developing GLBT 
movement.

Several reasons were cited for the de-
cline in the church’s membership. The 
congregation’s decision in the 1960s to 
remain in the neighborhood “took a 
huge toll on membership,” Stewart said. 

“We’ve also seen that millenials aren’t 
as interested in church attendance as in 
the past,” Neve said.  

Even as they grieve the loss of their 
building, members of the church have 
found reasons to keep the faith and press 
on. “I’m happy that the building isn’t be-
ing torn down,” Lawhead said. “You can 
drive by and remember all those memo-
ries.” 

“My husband and I were so grateful 
that we did this,” Vellenga said about 
joining Dayton Avenue Presbyterian. 
“We started with the church with the 
idea of helping. We found over and over 
that the church gave back more to us.”

1b dayton presbyterian

Leah Robinson and sons Calvin, 5, 
and Ian, 3, reminisced at the October 
13 open house at Dayton Avenue 
Presbyterian Church (right).

Photos by Brad Stauffer
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Ryan’s amendments to the city’s master plan 
must still be approved by the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission and City Council. The de-
veloper hopes to release its traffic studies and 
its alternative urban areawide review for the 
development on November 1. 

“We’ll learn more as the full set of plan 
changes are submitted to the city for review,” 
Tolbert said. He encouraged residents to re-
main involved in the process. Ryan’s next 
neighborhood meeting on the project will be 
held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, November 14, at 
Highland Park Middle School, 975 S. Snelling 
Ave. Comments received at neighborhood 
meetings this summer and fall helped shape 
the master plan that was unveiled on Octo-
ber 10, according to Mike Ryan, the leader of 
Ryan Companies’ north region. 

Ryan’s plan for the 122-acre Ford site 
calls for 3,800 new housing units on 40 city 
blocks, down from the 4,000-unit maximum 
proposed in the city’s master plan. Another 
change, which will require a zoning amend-
ment, calls for about 35 single-family homes 
along Mississippi River Boulevard—an area 
that had been eyed by the city for small multi-
family dwellings. 

Tony Barranco, Ryan’s senior vice president 
for real estate development, said the single-
family homes would be more in character 
with the rest of Mississippi River Boulevard. 
However, that change is likely to be opposed 
by some planning commissioners. Kris Fred-
son, for one, said earlier this month that more 
people should be able to live along the river. 
Members of the Highland District Council 
(HDC) Community Development Commit-
tee said they also expect to hear some push-
back about single-family zoning.

Ryan is planning a variety of housing types, 
from rowhouses and townhouses to multi-
family apartment buildings. About 750 units 
of affordable housing would be scattered 
throughout the site. Higher-density build-
ings would be located closer to Ford Parkway 
and the eastern end of the Ford site. The city-
approved master plan called for buildings as 
high as 10 stories, but no building in Ryan’s 
plan is higher than six stories. 

Ryan is planning about 150,000 square feet 
of retail and office space, which is at the low 
end of what the city proposed in its master 
plan. Ryan’s designs for the new retail, resi-
dential and mixed-use buildings would also 
have a more traditional scale to complement 
buildings in the surrounding area. 

Ryan’s plan retains the open spaces pro-
posed by the city, with larger parks, small 
playgrounds and a few dog parks. Two of the 
three Highland Ball fields would remain. The 

third baseball field would be replaced by an 
extension of Montreal Avenue into the site. 
Who would own the ballfields has yet to be 
determined.

One highlight of Ryan’s plan is the linear 
city park that would extend north and south 
through the site with a stream that leads to the 
waterfall at Hidden Falls Regional Park. The 
developers described the stormwater stream 
and its adjacent walking and biking trails as 
the gem of the project. North of the stream 
would be a small amphitheater and town 
square connected to Ford Parkway and the 
businesses there.

Barranco said one of the first facets of the 
project will be to extend Cretin and Montreal 
avenues into the property. Once those major 
connections are established, the street grid 
will be completed and construction will get 
underway. Ryan officials would like to begin 
construction of the streets next year. They es-
timate that it will take about a decade to build 

out the entire site.
City officials have estimated the Ford site’s 

potential value when it is fully built out at 
$1.3 billion. The site is expected to generate 
about $20 million per year in property taxes, 
according to city officials. However, that is be-
fore tax-increment financing (TIF) is factored 
in, and a new TIF district is expected to be es-
tablished to cover some of the project’s costs.

The HDC is being asked by the city to 
make recommendations on the master plan 
amendments proposed by Ryan. “The HDC 
supported the city’s master plan based on its 
benefits to the community, but throughout 
the planning process we consistently heard 
from people asking for lower building heights, 
less density, more green space, single-family 
homes and the retention of the ballfields,” said 
HDC president Kevin Gallatin. 

“Ryan clearly tried to deliver on all of those 
fronts while staying close to the city’s master 
plan,” Gallatin said. “It’s a great-looking vi-

sion, but we have a lot of details to work out. 
We look forward to working with Ryan and 
other stakeholders to find the best balance.”

The Highland Business Association (HBA) 
will be holding a luncheon this week with 
representatives of Ryan Companies. Accord-
ing to HBA president Becky Kerkow of Pearle 
Vision, Highland business owners are eager to 
learn more about the plans and how they can 
be involved.  

“We’re fortunate to have a local experienced 
developer like Ryan Companies working on 
the project,” said Jennifer Dunn, who with 
her husband Sean owns and operates Dunn 
Realty Group in Highland Village. “It seems 
like they’ve worked hard to craft a plan that 
balances the character of Highland with some 
exciting opportunities for us to be a forward-
looking community.”

Bob Moeller, a Highland resident and pres-
ident of R.F. Moeller Jewelers in Highland Vil-
lage, said he spoke out against the city’s mas-
ter plan for the Ford site “because the density 
seemed much too high.” However, he likes the 
plan amendments proposed by Ryan. “I’m 
pleased that they haven’t gone for the maxi-
mum density.” Traffic impacts continue to be 
a concern for Moeller. He is looking forward 
to what further studies reveal. “I think the de-
velopers have really listened to the neighbors,” 
Moeller said.

Shirley Erstad, executive director of the 
Friends of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul and 
Ramsey County, said she is pleased to see the 
retention of two ballfields, the emphasis on 
access to the Mississippi River and the lower 
building heights, given the proximity to the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation 
Area.

Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul, which 
waged an unsuccessful effort last year to hold 
a citywide referendum on the city’s master 
plan, is still concerned about the density of 
Ryan’s plan and the effect that 7,000 to 8,000 
new residents on the Ford site will have on 
motor-vehicle traffic. “Yes, there are a lot of 
good things in Ryan Companies’ plan, but 
with 3,800 housing units, it’s clear that ad-
dressing the high density and traffic problems 
were not part of it,” Neighbors for a Livable St. 
Paul stated in a social media post.

Sustain Ward 3, a local group that has advo-
cated for more density on the site, stated that 
while it “wishes the site overall was going to 
be home to more people, 3,800 units is still a 
significant number…. We’re encouraged by 
Ryan’s commitment to the city’s affordability 
goals for the site. The recreational features are 
certainly strong at first glance. What remains 
to be seen is the functionality of these fea-
tures, including their impact on sustainability 
and city resources.”

Artist renderings of Ryan Companies’ master plan show the 122-acre Ford site looking 
toward the southeast from the end of the Ford Bridge (above) and the central park with 
the stream running north and south (below).

1b ford master plan
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CHARMING! 220 Marshall Ave #7: Bright, 
sunny condo with private, rooftop deck in shad-
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views & outdoor shower, 900 sq. ft. & assigned 
off street parking.                                 $185,000

STUNNING! 231 Arundel St #3: Selby/
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eled baths, new flooring, in-unit laundry, 
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2153 Jefferson Ave: Not your 
typical new construction! Cus-
tom window treatments, CA 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 3-STORY!
1128 Portland: Handsome 3 
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wide lot. Delightful interior, 
large rooms w/natural light 
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Prime Portland block!
612 751-0729 $525,000
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www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 55116

We offer spectacular  
apartment homes featuring  
expansive floor plans, gourmet 
kitchens, spacious closets,  
and full appliance packages.  
Our community offers the most 
convenient senior living in  
St. Paul, complete with an  
on-site convenience store,  
exercise facilities, barber shop 
and beauty salon, guest suite,  
and beautiful community room! 

Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying at 
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or email us.

Income restrictions apply

Graham Place Senior Apartments
55 & Over Senior Living 

riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

www.isd197.org/enroll  | 651-403-7000

West St. Paul - Mendota Heights - Eagan Area Schools

Every day our highly-qualified, caring teachers:
•	 Personalize each student’s education
•	 Enhance curriculum with the latest technology tools and resources
•	 Challenge students to be creative problem-solvers                       

and critical thinkers
•	 Prepare graduates to be successful in an                                       

interconnected world

Open House!
Henry Sibley 
High School

Learn about enrollment for the 
2019-2020 school year!

Nov. 6 . 6:30-8 pm
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By Kevin Driscoll

Korte’s Super Market at 1326 Randolph 
Ave. and Widmer’s Super Market at 
1936 St. Clair Ave. are being sold to 

Minneapolis-based Oxendale’s Market. The 
sale is scheduled to close on November 1, ac-
cording to buyer Neil Oxendale.

“Neil had been calling me for the past 
couple of years asking if I wanted to sell one 
or both of the stores and I kept saying, ‘Not 
yet,’” said Steve Korte, the owner of Korte’s 
and Widmer’s. “Then as my wife (Lori) and 
I approached 60, we began thinking about re-
tirement. I’ve been in the business for 45 years 
and that’s enough. I loved the job, the work 
and the people. I was just tired of being a boss. 
(Oxendale) called again around the first of 
this year. We decided to explore it and here 
we are.” 

Widmer’s opened on November 1, 1958, 
exactly 60 years to the date of the scheduled 
closing. Korte is most nostalgic about that 
store, where Hank Widmer first hired him to 
work in 1973. 

“I grew up just five blocks away from Wid-
mer’s and live four blocks away now,” he said. 

Korte bought Widmer’s in 1993. He went 
on to buy the former Knowlan’s Super Market 
on Randolph Avenue in 2000 and rename it. 

“I was out hunting like Oxendale is now—
young, eager and wanting to grow,” Korte 
said. “Oxendale is the perfect guy to buy my 
stores because his two stores are also neigh-
borhood-oriented. He treats his employees 
well and respects their viewpoints. He’s a heck 
of an operator and I know he’ll do well with 
Widmer’s and Korte’s.”

Oxendale, 40, already operates two Twin 
Cities markets: one at 5025 34th Ave. S. in the 
Nokomis neighborhood of Minneapolis and 

the other at 374 W. Bernard St. in the Dod-
dway Shopping Center in West St. Paul. 

“I started in the grocery business at the 
Minneapolis store 25 years ago,” Oxendale 
said. That store had been a Jubilee Foods at 
the time. “I worked my way up through the 
various departments and when I heard that 
the couple who owned it wanted to retire, I 
got in touch with them and we made a deal.”

That was in 2007. When the former R.C. 
Dick’s, which later became Jim’s Market, in 
West St. Paul became available in 2014, Oxen-
dale acquired it as a second location. 

“It was another neighborhood-oriented 
store,” he said, “with many of the same fea-
tures we had in the Minneapolis store.”

Oxendale said he will be keeping the exist-
ing features and services offered at Widmer’s 
and Korte’s, while possibly adding some. All 
current employees of both stores will be kept 
on, he said. 

“They all seem excited by the prospect and 
I’ve been asking them for suggestions for how 
we can make the stores even better,” Oxendale 
said.

Retaining the employees is a wise move, 
Korte said, since some of his workers have 
been at the stores for upwards of 25 years. 
“They know the stores like the backs of their 
hands,” he said.

Oxendale said it was the many features 
similar to his own markets that made him in-
terested in buying Widmer’s and Korte’s. He 
also said that he appreciates the level of com-
munity involvement practiced by the St. Paul 
markets. 

“Their relationship with local churches, 
schools and other neighborhood organiza-
tions were exactly what I was looking for,” he 
said. “We have that kind of relationship with 
our neighborhoods, too.”

Steve and Lori Korte will be passing the keys of their two St. Paul markets to a new 
owner next month. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Korte’s, Widmer’s to become Oxendale’s

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council voted 6-1 on 
October 17 to allow accessory dwell-
ing units (ADUs) on single-family 

lots throughout the city. Adoption of the or-
dinance was repeatedly delayed this fall as 
the council sought stronger language on the 
requirement that properties be owner-occu-
pied, and made sure that city staff could weigh 
in on how the units would be inspected. 

The sole vote against the ordinance was cast 
by council member Dan Bostrom, who feared 
that the main houses will be converted to 
rental units. “The long-term unintended con-
sequences are significant as we put additional 
dwelling units on single-family lots,” he said.

Other council members said they believe 
the ordinance has been strengthened and that 
it will give people more housing options. Un-
der the ordinance, the single-family property 
must be owner-occupied and have a deed re-

striction ensuring that if the home is sold, the 
new owner will live on the property or discon-
tinue the occupancy of the ADU. The ADUs 
may not be sold separately.

ADUs can be built inside or as an addition 
to an existing home, above a garage or in a 
new building in the backyard. The units must 
be on single-family properties of at least 5,000 
square feet. They also must meet other condi-
tions, such as building heights and setbacks.

The units were previously only allowed 
in neighborhoods with carriage houses or 
within a half mile of the light-rail Green Line 
between Lexington Parkway and the western 
city limits. 

Supporters contended that allowing the 
units citywide would add housing density and 
allow family members to live together while 
retaining some privacy. Opponents raised 
objections about parking congestion and the 
prospect that the units would add to the city’s 
problems with rental properties.

St. Paul allows accessory dwellings citywide
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ClassiC st. Paul Condo!
Open and airy, sunny and bright. This 
2BR, 3BA condo features spacious 
rooms, hdwd floors, a 4 season sun room, 
butler’s pantry, fireplace and 
fabulous built-ins. Great loca-
tion, close to everything. 56 
Arundel Street.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $360,000

stunning 3rd Floor Condo!
This  delightful  2BR/2BA condo, in the 
historic Horace Rugg house, is open and 
airy with huge windows and fabulous views, 
a balcony, a 1 car garage and 
a building elevator.  This is a 
charming treetop retreat with 
all the amenities.  Must see.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $430,000

SArAH Kiinney 
651-282-9621 • $565,000
ABe GLeeSOn
651-329-1990 • $565,000

CroCus Beauty!
Lovely 4 BR home in the heart of Crocus Hill.  
Features hardwood floors, built-ins, modern kitchen 
and updated bathrooms. Great location, conve-
nient to Linwood Park, Grand Ave shops & restau-
rants and much more.

luxury Condo!
This stunning 2/BR, 2/BA condo features 
contemporary design, an incredible gourmet 
kitchen, a master bedroom suite, two fire-
places, a private rooftop ter-
race with fabulous views and 
underground heated parking.
280 Summit Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $1,265,000

HistoriC James J. Hill Building!
This fabulous 2BR/2BA condo is open, airy, 
sunny and bright.  Features include rare barrel 
ceilings, arched windows, pristine tile & hard- 
wood floors, updated kitchen and
baths, a master BR suite, multiple
walk-in closets, a gas fireplace and
 2/C garage. 300 Wall Street.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $525,000

who receive tips as part of their compensa-
tion. However, it does lower the minimum 
wage for workers in city-approved youth 
training and apprenticeship programs and 
for youth workers in a 90-day training period. 
Employers would also be exempt from paying 
the minimum wage to people with disabilities 
who are working through a state-approved 
employment program. 

Minneapolis officials approved a $15 mini-
mum wage for workers in that city last year 
and are phasing it in between now and 2024. 

With Mayor Melvin Carter and at least six 
of the seven City Council members in support 
of the St. Paul ordinance, the increase in the 
minimum wage is expected to be approved by 
the end of this year. 

The City Council could adopt the ordi-
nance as early as November 14. However, 
many issues still need to be ironed out. For 
example, City Council member Rebecca No-
ecker recently raised the issue of adequate 
funding to implement and enforce the ordi-
nance. Carter’s proposed city budget for 2019 
includes $100,000 for minimum wage ordi-

nance education and outreach, a sum Noecker 
and other council members have questioned. 

The St. Paul City Council has looked to 
Seattle as a model for a $15 minimum wage 
mandate and sent Ward 1 council member 
Dai Thao there to see what it has done. Se-
attle, which has a population more than twice 
St. Paul’s, has a 23-person Office of Labor 
Standards that is charged with enforcing the 
minimum wage. That office has more than 
$2.3 million per year earmarked for mini-
mum wage education and enforcement.

Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tol-
bert, who is the lead author of the minimum 
wage ordinance, said amendments are likely 
to be brought forward as council members 
scrutinize the measure. The City Council 
continues to meet with wage advocacy groups 
and representatives of the city’s various em-
ployer and employee groups. “We need to 
hear as many voices as possible,” Tolbert said. 

The minimum wage ordinance was the 
focus of two earlier Citizens League studies, 
one of which involved a task force with rep-
resentatives of the city’s various employer and 
employee groups. According to Tolbert, there 
are still concerns that many affected employ-

ers have not weighed in, especially small busi-
nesses. 

The ordinance does not affect workers 
whose wages are set through collective bar-
gaining agreements or contracts with specific 
language to waive the ordinance. That ex-
emption applies to the St. Paul Saints baseball 
team, which had asked for such an exemption. 
The ordinance also does not cover contract or 
freelance workers. 

Objections to the proposed ordinance have 
come from various quarters. Laura Scharn-
horst, who heads up labor management 
policy for the Minnesota Chamber of Com-
merce, called local government wage man-

dates “troublesome. They create administra-
tive headaches, especially for those businesses 
that operate in multiple locations.”

St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent and CEO B Kyle has questioned several 
aspects of the proposed ordinance, including 
the lack of a tip adjustment and how the ordi-
nance accounts for employers “whose funding 
comes from sources beyond the control of the 
city,” such as home health care providers who 
rely on federal Medicaid reimbursements.

The Minnesota Licensed Beverage Asso-
ciation, which represents bars and restaurants 
that sell liquor, issued an eight-page statement 
earlier this month with objections ranging 
from the lack of an adjustment for tipped 
workers to an allegation that the 21-member 
Citizens League task force had a dispropor-
tionate number of labor union representa-
tives.

The Restaurant Workers of America also 
objected to the lack of a tip adjustment.

Meanwhile, the $15 Now! Campaign, 
which supports the city-mandated minimum 
wage, has objected to any exemptions or so-
called “carve-outs” from the $15-an-hour 
minimum.

1b $15 minimum wage Seattle has a 23-person 
Office of Labor Standards 

… that has more than 
$2.3 million per year 

earmarked for minimum 
wage education and 

enforcement.
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WE’VE LOST OUR LEASE 
IN BURNSVILLE!

From now until Nov. 17th race out to the 
Burnsville Center Mall where all of our 
in-stock frames are selling for just $59. 

Burnsville store only | Must purchase prescription lenses

By Jane McClure

A petition to hold 
a citywide ref-
erendum on 

the city’s new orga-
nized trash collection 
system was submitted 
to Ramsey County of-
ficials last week. With 
6,457 signatures, the 
petition appears to have 
well over the 5,000 valid 
signatures needed for 
a referendum, which if 
successful would repeal 
the program and return 
the city to the former 
trash collection system 
that allowed residents 
to hire their own private 
trash hauler.

Last week’s petition was actually the second petition aimed 
at repealing organized trash collection. The first petition sub-
mitted in September was verified by county officials earlier 
this month as having the necessary 5,000 valid signatures.

Each petition addresses one of the two city ordinances that 
established the organized trash collection program that be-
gan on October 1. According to City Council president Amy 
Brendmoen, organized collection can continue even if the or-
dinance targeted by the first petition is repealed—not so the 
ordinance targeted by the second petition.

The City Council accepted the first petition on October 17 
on the advice of the City Attorney’s office. “We plan to repeal 
that ordinance,” Brendmoen said. She called that ordinance 
“procedural” and not essential to the operation of the program.

As for the second petition, Brendmoen said that she and her 
colleagues on the City Council have heard the concerns about 
organized trash collection. While the program has ensured 
that the owners of all single-family homes, duplexes, triplexes 
and fourplexes in St. Paul have trash service, it has raised the 
trash collection costs for many people—dramatically so for 
those who shared trash carts in the past or who practice “zero 
waste.”

The owners of multi-family buildings have also seen their 
trash collection costs increase dramatically. Where they and 
their tenants could share one large trash cart in the past, un-
der organized collection they have to pay for one cart for each 
dwelling.

“We’ve gone through a huge system change in the last 
month,” Brendmoen said. Although the program got off to a 
successful start, she said, the citizens who signed the petitions 
have legitimate concerns and there may be ways to address 
those concerns, including the issue of cart-sharing.

“We hear you and we acknowledge that there are challeng-
es,” she said.

The City Council voted last November to set up an orga-
nized trash collection system by negotiating with the 15 pri-
vate trash haulers that served residences across the city. The 
new system split the city into zones, one for each hauler, that 
matched the hauler’s share of the St. Paul market. However, 
since the system was approved by the City Council, about half 
of the haulers have sold their market share to the remaining 
haulers.

Ramsey County officials have 20 days to review and vali-
date the signatures on the second petition, which was more 
than 750 pages long. The 6,457th and last signature was that of 
Catherine Ryan, a Highland Park resident who had been at the 
election office voting early when the petition was submitted. 

“I want to vote on this,” said Ryan. She said she is on a fixed 
income and has to pay an additional $22 every three months 
for trash collection under the new program. 

Alisa Lein, who helped lead the petition drive and whose 
family owns rental properties in St. Paul, said she was con-
fident the second petition has well over the necessary 5,000 
valid signatures. “We’ve been really pleased with the response,” 
she said. Her hope is that the City Council agrees to repeal 
the program or let the voters decide whether to repeal it in a 
referendum. 

Ramsey County officials said the signatures on the second 
petition should be verified by the end of October.

Correction
Contrary to a story in the October 10 Villager, Krupenny 

and Sons Disposal Service was the St. Paul trash hauling ser-
vice that was bought out by Highland Sanitation.

I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  o n e  b l o c k  f r o m  h e r e !

16 years as Ramsey County Sheriff 

Former Saint Paul City Council 
Member and Police Commander 

Lifetime Ramsey County Resident 
Born in Highland Park

Prepared and Paid for by the Bob Fletcher for Sheriff Committee, P.O. Box 4125, St. Paul, MN 55101

Bob Fletcher for Sheriff

www.FletcherForSheriff.com

A Sheriff who is part of our community!

Petitions seeking repeal 
of organized trash system 
surpass 5,000 signatures
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By Jane McClure

Emotions are running high on both sides 
of the debate over rezoning Marshall 
Avenue from Hamline Avenue to the 

Mississippi River. The St. Paul City Council 
held a public hearing on October 17 on sever-
al amendments to the rezoning plan that were 
introduced at the last minute by newly elected 
Ward 4 City Council member Mitra Nelson. 

Nelson’s amendments, which came at the 
conclusion of a 14-month neighborhood and 
Planning Commission review process, were 
also discussed on October 15 by the Union 
Park District Council (UPDC) Land Use 
Committee. The committee voted 7-4 not to 
endorse Nelson’s changes. 

The intent of the rezoning plan that was 
recommended in August by the Planning 
Commission was to retain Marshall as a street 
with a wide range of housing types, from 
high-density apartments to single-family 
homes, and to incorporate Traditional Neigh-
borhoods (TN) mixed-use zoning at busy in-
tersections and in parts of the industrial area 
east of Snelling. The overall effect, according 
to principal city planner Allan Torstenson, 
was to increase density at key intersections 
while preserving low-density housing on 
the six blocks between Wheeler and Wilder 
streets.

Nelson’s amendments would allow for 
added density all along the avenue by zoning 
for three-story buildings where single-family 
homes are now and five-story buildings at 
major intersections.

That did not sit well with many Merriam 
Park neighbors, who argued that the amend-
ments would not only strip protections for the 
many historic homes on Marshall, but open 
the door to large-scale redevelopment that is 

out of character for the neighborhood.
Both the City Council and district council 

meetings grew heated. Merriam Park resi-
dent Mary Morse Marti declared on Octo-
ber 15 that local residents who were against 
increased housing density were being “racist,” 
a comment that drew strong objections from 
several of the two dozen people present. 

Nelson told the UPDC Land Use Com-
mittee that she was elected in August with a 
mandate to add housing density in Ward 4. 
She said she was aware of all of the work done 
by city staff and Merriam Park neighbors in 
drafting the Marshall rezoning plan, but did 
not think the UPDC included enough renters 
in the planning process. Meanwhile, the Ward 
4 office has heard from “dozens and dozens” 
of young people, people of color and renters 
who want more housing density on Marshall, 
according to Nelson’s legislative aide, Matt 
Privatsky.

People need to think about “young folks 
and people of color who want to live in the 
community,” Nelson said. “The process was 
not fully inclusive.” She urged local residents 
to think beyond who is living on Marshall 
now to who could be living there in the future.

Ward 7 City Council member Jane Prince, 
who served as a legislative aide for former 
Ward 4 City Council member Jay Benanav, 
said she was troubled by the rancor on both 
sides of the debate. She urged everyone in-
volved to see if there is a way to compromise. 
“I know that’s hard when people’s positions 
are so passionately held,” she said.

Several neighbors argued that Nelson’s 
amendments do not guarantee that the new 
housing will be affordable. Some asked Nel-
son to withdraw at least some of the changes 
and bring them back at a later date.

One of Nelson’s amendments would alter 

the proposed rezoning of properties on the 
southwest corner of Marshall and Cretin Ave-
nue and the southeast corner of Marshall and 
Cleveland Avenue from TN 2 to TN 3 zoning, 
raising the maximum height from three to 
five stories without a conditional use permit.

Both of those properties are owned by the 
Kvasnik family. David Kvasnik, who is a life-
long Merriam Park resident, said his family 
would like to construct high-quality mixed-
use buildings on those corners that would 
appeal to young professionals and empty-
nesters. He denied that he was interested in 
building student apartments, calling the cur-
rent trend for new student apartment build-
ings around the University of St. Thomas a 
“flash in the pan.”

Kvasnik said the rezoning study—launched 
in the wake of a proposed five-story student 
apartment building that is now under con-
struction at Marshall and Moore Street—was 
initiated by “a small group of local residents 
who wanted to keep people from moving in.”

UPDC board president Dan Taylor criti-
cized Nelson’s amendments for a lack of trans-

parency and a lack of neighborhood engage-
ment. Taylor took issue with Nelson’s claim 
that she was elected to add housing density, 
saying her 53.7 percent majority in the August 
special election was not a mandate.

Marshall resident Steve Levin objected to 
Merriam Park residents being described as 
“anti-renter, anti-growth and anti-density. I 
dislike the kind of we-versus-them thing this 
has become,” he said.

“These are not minor amendments,” said 
Carroll Avenue resident Douglas Allchin. 
“This is a replacement” (of the rezoning plan) 
approved by the Planning Commission, and 
it would add significant density on Marshall.

Planning commissioners Bill Lindeke 
and Adrian Perryman appeared at the City 
Council hearing to point out that the Plan-
ning Commission recommended the origi-
nal Marshall Avenue rezoning plan on an 
extremely close vote and that they support 
Nelson’s amendments. Perryman, who is also 
a UPDC board member, said that if people 
want to live in older homes that need regular 
repair, “the city has plenty of that.”

Neighbors protest 11th-hour change 
to Marshall Avenue rezoning plan An artist’s 

rendering of 
the five-story 
apartment 
building now 
under construc-
tion at Marshall 
Avenue and 
Moore Street—
the project 
that prompted 
the proposed 
rezoning of the 
two-mile stretch 
of Marshall 
west of Hamline 
Avenue.
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Viewpoint
By Stephen M. Levin

St. Paul City Council member Mitra Jalali Nelson and I spoke 
cordially and candidly by phone about amendments she had 
proposed to the consensus Marshall Avenue rezoning plan. 

We agreed that there is an affordable housing shortage in St. 
Paul for people in their 20s and 30s and that increased housing 
density is at least part of the solution.

We also agreed, or so I thought, that zoning changes should 
not inadvertently destroy vital neighborhoods or enrich 
outside developers at the expense of individuals and families 
who have served as anchors of the community. So imagine my 
disappointment upon learning that council member Nelson 
subsequently jettisoned the consensus plan and supplanted it 
with a hasty, extreme and likely harmful alternative. Besides the 
disrespect this unilateral action shows towards the city staff and 
community leaders who worked for a year on the rezoning plan 
that was recommended by the St. Paul Planning Commission 
on August 10, Nelson’s proposal shows little consideration for 
neighborhood consequences. I genuinely believe it is unlikely to 
help the up-and-coming young people she wishes to champion.

I and many others in Ward 4 support meaningful, effective, 
and reasonable increases in housing density. The consensus 
plan achieves these goals by permitting 300 to 400 percent 
increases in density while preserving the character and livability 
of Marshall Avenue. Council member Nelson’s proposal, with its 
call for precipitous five-fold increases in density, is more likely 
to destroy the linchpins of the neighborhood and to promote 
reckless changes that will make the neighborhood undesirable or 
unattainable for Nelson’s target constituents.

Nelson’s proposal would create a continuous swath of three-
story apartment buildings along Marshall, displacing nearly 
all single-family houses, while it inserts five-story apartment 
buildings at critical locations. Though the intention of the 
plan may be to provide affordable housing for middle- and 
low-income renters, this vision ignores the economics of 
urban development. Several studies show that, given current 
construction and maintenance costs and the prevailing housing 
market, only two architectural styles yield the profitability 
required by the developers of large multifamily structures. 
Neither style serves the needs of Nelson’s target constituents.

The first feasible style is cut-rate, minimum-amenity 
structures with as many small units as possible to maximize 
rental income. The second, and today more prevalent, style is 
the large, highly accessorized apartments that appeal to affluent 
renters. 

The outcomes of either of these development styles are dismal. 
In the first case, the inevitable drop in local property values will 
generate homeowner flight, as owners sell their homes as quickly 
as possible to cut their losses. Any potential property tax gains 
from new high-rises on Marshall will be more than offset by 
property tax losses from the reduced value of the surrounding 
area. And those seniors and retirees who cannot afford to sell at 
a loss, since their life savings are entirely tied up in their homes, 
will be left behind. 

In the second case, the new apartments will rent at prices 
far above what students, single adults and young couples and 
families can afford. Such developments will most likely attract 
high-income empty-nesters as they downsize from single-family 
houses. The demand for such apartments is growing as the huge 
demographic of baby boomers wind down their careers.

I am a former New Yorker, and I fear Nelson’s plan has too 
great a chance of turning the Marshall Avenue corridor into a 
local version of the Bronx or a gentrified enclave like the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan. In either case, the middle-class loses, 
the developers win, and the historic Victorian charm of the 
neighborhood vanishes.

I respectfully request that council member Nelson retract 
or greatly delay her well-intentioned but damaging and 
almost certainly ineffective proposal. Instead, revive the 
consensus zoning plan recommended by the St. Paul Planning 
Commission and the Union Park District Council. 

I and others in the neighborhood are ready to work with Ms. 
Nelson on more reasonable and effective ideas—such as small, 
affordable units for purchase rather than for rent—that address 
the housing needs of her constituents while preserving a vital 
and valued neighborhood.

Stephen Levin lives on Marshall Avenue in Merriam Park.

Radical rezoning would 
ruin vital, valued avenue

A model development at Ford
The recent United Nations report on global warming 

carries life-or-death implications for all of us, and I, for one, 
am shaken. The following day, plans for the Ford site were 
announced, and in them I see a path forward. I know many 
of my neighbors have a not-in-my-backyard mentality 
related to high-density living, yet that model is a good one 
for the future. 

With the Ford redevelopment, Highland Park has the 
opportunity to be a world leader in implementing low-
carbon energy solutions and high-efficiency building. 
Instead of thousands of gas guzzling cars, this new village 
could be home to electric vehicles, mass transit, bicycles and 
pedestrians. As someone who hopes to be a resident of this 
new neighborhood, that appeals to me. So does the 50 acres 
of public space—with lots of trees, please. They do much to 
reduce our carbon footprint.   

I urge Highland Park and Ryan Companies to rise to the 
challenge. 

Teresa Morrow 
Macalester-Groveland 

Play ball!
Thank you, Ryan Companies, for saving the Ford Fields.

Gavin and Isaac Roberts
Thomas and Jack Bradford

Highland Park

Pro-growth in Mendota Hts.
The tone of three letters about candidates in Mendota 

Heights’ upcoming election reflects the unfortunate lack of 
civility and divisiveness that we see everywhere these days 
(Villager Inbox, October 10). 

Two of the letter writers are members of the group We 
Love Mendota Heights, as are all three of the candidates 
supported by the letter writers. The group’s current focus 
has been the apartment complex being built on Highway 
13. The group doesn’t like it. In fact, it sued the city to stop 
construction—a suit that the city won. The group is now 
appealing, forcing the city into further costly litigation that 
will be paid for by Mendota Heights taxpayers. 

The group decries the council’s action with respect to the 
new apartment building at Highway 62 and Dodd Road. 
Remember that, in addition to new apartments, the City 
Council has attracted a new hotel and a large office building 

to the city. All these developments will add to the city’s tax 
base. 

Finally, the letter writers blame the City Council for 
traffic congestion, particularly the congestion on highways 
62 (formerly 110) and 149 (Dodd Road). These are state 
highways over which the city has no control. Where traffic 
problems are concerned, Mendota Heights can only argue 
its case and then negotiate with the state. 

If you seek an unaffiliated, independent candidate in 
Mendota Heights, four are running: Neil Garlock, Liz 
Petschel, Rachel Quick and John Mazzitello. 

Linda Feist
Mendota Heights

An unaffordable tax hike
St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter seems to be striving to 

make St. Paul more like Boston with its unaffordable, high 
cost of living. Following former Mayor Chris Coleman’s 
footsteps, Mayor Carter wants to sock us with another 
double-digit (11.5 percent) property tax levy increase for 
2019 and raise city spending by 7.6 percent. 

Skyrocketing, out-of-control, outrageous and 
unaffordable property tax increases have already eliminated 
affordable housing for low-income folks and families with 
children, creating more homelessness. Middle-income folks 
and families with children will be joining homeless shelters 
and encampments sooner than you think with continued 
unaffordable and unacceptable property tax increases.

Now is the time to contact Mayor Carter (651-266-8510) 
and your City Council member to protest double-digit 
property tax increases and demand a double-digit property 
tax decrease.

Sue Shetka
Macalester-Groveland

Petschel has served faithfully
We are compelled to set the record straight on several 

misleading and downright false statements made by letter 
writers who disparaged Mendota Heights City Council 
member Liz Petschel (Villager Inbox, October 10). 

It is accurate that Ms. Petschel voted in favor of the 
development of the Reserve, an apartment building adjacent 
to Mendota Plaza. The luxury apartments provide an 
attractive rental option for residents, such as those who are 
downsizing from large family homes and want to stay in the 

Inbox

inbox  c9
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city. The building is over 80 percent rented, indicating a real desire for 
such housing. 

The redevelopment of two blighted properties on Highway 13 is 
long overdue. Two apartment buildings have been approved, but 
no commercial buildings are part of that project. Environmental 
concerns have been addressed at that site, including the first drainage 
plan for Lake Augusta. Those apartment buildings are also high-end 
units, replacing an abandoned greenhouse and a rundown motel that 
generated repeated police calls for a variety of illegal activities. 

These projects have received careful and thoughtful consideration 
and meet a long-expressed need for our city. They do not signal 
a trend for high-density housing, because the only sites left for 
development in the city are several small lots in the Village owned by 
the city and the Bourne property off of Highway 13 that is also owned 
by the city and has been graded and will be planted with pollinator-
friendly flora. Mendota Heights will remain spacious.

And the charge of nepotism? That is just plain ridiculous and so 
unfair. For the record, Ms. Petschel’s son is a successful electrical 
engineer and brings that important skill set to the Planning 
Commission. He was nominated by council member Ultan Duggan 
and supported by the entire previous council. Ms. Petschel also 
recused herself from voting.

We support the re-election of Liz Petschel to the Mendota Heights 
City Council. She has served the city faithfully and truly listens to 
residents.

Greg and Mary Anne Bailey
Mendota Heights

Elect Petschel and Mazzitello 
I served on the Mendota Heights City Council for 12 years with 

council member Liz Petschel and city engineer John Mazzitello. Liz 
and John are the best-qualified candidates for council this year.

Council member Petschel has done more to address airport 
noise in Mendota Heights than anyone in city history. She drafted 
a nationally recognized document that protects the city from FAA 
actions that would adversely affect residents during noisy aircraft 
departures. She also lobbied for and got a change in aircraft arrival 
procedures that drastically cut carbon emissions over the cities at the 
ends of Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport’s runways.

John Mazzitello, a licensed civil engineer, served as our city 
engineer for eight years and on our Planning Commission for two 
years. He also served in the Air National Guard with five military 
deployments and retired recently as a colonel. John will bring sound 
fiscal and planning experience to the council.

Jack Vitelli
Mendota Heights

Re-elect Judge Hilgers
I enthusiastically encourage the people of Ramsey County to re-

elect Ramsey County Judge DeAnne Hilgers this November. I have 
known Judge Hilgers for 20 years, both professionally and personally, 
and am proud to support her re-election.

Judge Hilgers is an exceptional person. She distinguishes herself 
as a public servant by showing authentic compassion toward people 
of all backgrounds. In her courtroom, you will be treated fairly and 
respectfully. Judge Hilgers has extensive legal experience and has 
proven herself to be smart, hard-working and thoughtful. Further, she 
consistently demonstrates her ability to preside over complex legal 

matters with fairness and a deep understanding of the law.
Judge Hilgers has been repeatedly recognized as a leader in the 

legal community, has served in leadership positions on various 
boards and has worked as a volunteer to help children, immigrants 
and people struggling with mental illness and addiction. We need 
DeAnne Hilgers on the bench in Ramsey County. Please vote to 
support an exceptional person and judge. 

Melissa Crawford Kestner
Highland Park

Elect Chutich to Supreme Court
If you are like me, you often get to the judge section of the ballot 

and wonder which judge you should choose. I encourage voters to 
elect Justice Margaret Chutich to the Minnesota Supreme Court on 
November 6.

I was able to meet Judge Chutich in person. A native Minnesotan, 
she is fair and hard-working and believes the concerns of all parties 
appearing before her should be heard and carefully considered. 
Justice Chutich served on the Minnesota Court of Appeals and 
in 2016 was appointed to the Supreme Court. Justice Chutich is a 
respected, experienced judge and the most qualified candidate. 

Wendy Lutter
Highland Park

Wardlow for Attorney General
Doug Wardlow is running a strong, issues-based campaign for 

Minnesota Attorney General. Recent polling shows the race tied with 
a significant number of undecided voters. You have the chance to stop 
the further politicization of this office by voting for Wardlow.

The primary role of the Attorney General is to protect Minnesotans 
by enforcing the law, regardless of his or her personal opinion about a 
given law. Keith Ellison says he won’t honor that proviso. Instead, he 
views the office as a kind of super-legislature. 

Doug Wardlow is a seasoned attorney with wide-ranging legal 
experience and the background to be an excellent Attorney General. 
Unlike Ellison, Wardlow won’t apply a litmus test to decide if a law 
should be enforced or not. Doug will protect seniors, fight for lower 
prescription drug costs, enforce more consumer protections, rebuild 
the Attorney General’s criminal law division in order to combat 
the opioid epidemic and human trafficking, and advocate for all 
Minnesotans.

Lynn Varco
Highland Park

A top-down leader in Ward 4
I voted for Mitra Jalali Nelson for City Council from Ward 4. 

I’m now furious that she has decided to just throw out all of the 
community work we have been actively engaged in for months to 
develop a consensus plan while preserving the scale and character of 
Merriam Park.

The Marshall Avenue rezoning plan recommended by the St. 
Paul Planning Commission on August 10 is now all for naught. On 
October 3, Mitra Nelson submitted a substitute amendment that 
opens the way for an uninterrupted swath of three-story apartment 
buildings between Cretin and Snelling avenues. In addition, she has 
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designated two corners of Marshall—at Cretin and Cleveland 
avenues—for large five-story structures. There is no longer 
any allowance for historic preservation in the rezoning plan. 
There are no conditions on affordability. She has simply sided 
with one developer who has pushed to profit on his own 
projects.

Even though Mitra Nelson was elected our City Council 
representative, she is pretty much unknown to most and 
obviously doesn’t know us. We believed her campaign 
promises. However, when you work in a community that 
is not your own, or that you are just beginning to know 
and lead, you need to be respectful of the wisdom and 
understanding of the insiders and residents. Mitra Nelson 
is proving to have a very top-down leadership style. We 
thought she would care about the community and hold true 
to democratic values. What a disappointment.

Deborah McLaren
Merriam Park

An undemocratic amendment
I’m incredibly disappointed and dismayed at Ward 4 City 

Council member Mitra Jalali Nelson and her amendment 
to the Marshall Avenue rezoning plan (Villager, October 
10). How can someone just disregard all the hard work and 
compromise that has occurred over the last six months? It 
is undemocratic and just wrong. Mitra’s legislative aide said, 
“She wasn’t involved in those discussions.” When you’re a 
new City Council member, it’s your responsibility to learn 
what’s been done before you, not disregard it. The other City 
Council members need to step up and correct this. 

Countless hours were spent listening, understanding and 
making a thoughtful proposal that all could agree on. For 
all that work to be disregarded is irresponsible. City Council 
members are supposed to listen and represent the voice of the 
people in their ward, not drive a personal agenda or follow 
the special interests of a few. Clearly, fair and democratic 
representation is not happening here.

I’m all for thoughtful, well-planned and organized density 
that fits with the current architecture and scale of the 

neighborhood—not density for density’s sake, not tearing 
down beautiful, century-old homes. I’m all for affordable 
housing, not for developers to come in and charge students 
upwards of $3,600 a month per bedroom. 

The student overlay district around the University of St. 
Thomas is working. The development being proposed will fly 
in the face of the overlay district. This proposal will push out 
neighbors who have lived here for 15, 20, 30 or more years 
and who have cared for this neighborhood and their homes 
and have been active in the community. 

Kelly Vinson-Taylor
Merriam Park

Zoning change violates policy
I’ve owned a home on Marshall Avenue for 20 years and 

love my historic neighborhood and the vibrant community 
of homeowners, students and local businesses. I’ve enjoyed 
the growth of small independent businesses like Kopplin’s, 
Izzy’s and Tillie’s Farmhouse that foster community in 
revitalized structures. I had an opportunity to sell my home 
in 2010 and stayed because I love the neighborhood and its 
lively atmosphere. I urge the City Council to preserve this 
by endorsing the consensus Marshall Avenue rezoning plan 
approved by the Planning Commission on August 10.

My friends and neighbors fiercely oppose the October 
3 amendment to rezone all of our single-family homes to 
what could eventually become a sterile row of three-story 
apartment buildings. The neighborhood is not opposed 
to development—we welcome it. However, the city must 
consider the voices of those who are impacted. We care about 
supporting housing through increased density, yet this must 
be done in a manner that preserves the historic scale and 
character. A dramatic three- to four-fold increase in density 
doesn’t just violate this balance, it violates the city’s own 
policy guidelines for a residential corridor.

We care about our beautiful historic neighborhoods, 
including rehabilitating housing stock and developing multi-
unit options that don’t jeopardize the long-term health and 
sustainability of our neighborhood. Why should single voices 
be allowed to overthrow a year-long study commissioned 
by the City Council and disregard extensive community 

involvement by those who own property and live in the 
neighborhood? Why should City Council member Mitra 
Jalali Nelson have an opinion that is worth more than the vast 
population of owners and renters around her?

We on Marshall Avenue oppose the October 3 Traditional 
Neighborhoods 3 rezoning plan because while it promotes 
density, it doesn’t promote affordability. It emphasizes 
growth without respect for historic preservation. It 
disregards community by allowing individuals who have 
not been involved in the consensus process to intervene. It 
favors excessive, sudden and vast changes in density over 
the gradual evolution that would maintain the scale and 
character of neighborhoods.

Sheila M. Stewart
Merriam Park

Needed amendment on Marshall
St. Paul City Council member Mitra Jalali Nelson has 

switched things on the Marshall Avenue rezoning proposal 
—and for the better. Her amendment more appropriately 
addresses the problems St. Paul faces right now, like rising 
rents and student housing shortages. It also more accurately 
reflects the historical nature of the Marshall corridor’s zoning 
and lived experience. Marshall Avenue is a busy corridor 
that leads easily to Minneapolis and downtown St. Paul. This 
amendment addresses the needs of the community, not just 
the wants of a few single-family homeowners.

Tom Basgen
Highland Park

Disregard for inclusive process
By rejecting the community consensus for rezoning 

Marshall Avenue, St. Paul City Council member Mitra Jalali 
Nelson’s sweeping action seems to be under the influence 
of city government decision-makers who also appear 
to be doing their own thing and disregarding a diligent, 
transparent, inclusive process (Villager, October 10).

Council member Nelson, who are you really representing?

Chillon Leach
Merriam Park
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Vote ‘yes’ for the school levy
One of the proudest moments of my life occurred this 

spring when my daughter walked across the stage to receive 
her diploma from Highland Park Senior High School. She 
left Highland smart, confident and ready to take on college. 
With that, my wife and I ended an 18-year run as parents of 
students in the St. Paul Public Schools. But that doesn’t end 
our need for strong and effective public schools. And that’s 
why I’m voting “yes” on the St. Paul Public School’s excess 
levy referendum on November 6.

St. Paul public schools are responsible for educating more 
than 37,000 children. They welcome every child who comes 
to their door. Whether those children are yours or mine 
doesn’t matter. If we care about St. Paul being a successful city, 
we must care about the success of the St. Paul Public Schools. 
If we care about there being people to do the work in the 
future, we must continue investing in our public schools.

Legislative wrangling over state funding for schools has 
made the district’s largest source of funding unpredictable 
at best. Federal and state governments have imposed 
requirements on school districts for testing and special 
education without providing full funding to meet these 
requirements. Public schools are also responsible for 
providing special education services for students who attend 
private schools and charter schools in St. Paul. And, like all 
businesses, our public schools have had to deal with increased 
fuel, labor and health care costs.

This school year the school district cut $17 million from 
its budget. It cut $50 million over the previous three years. 
Those cuts have shown up in the classrooms and in areas 
such as music, theater and athletics. Despite this, none of us 
has reduced our expectations of our public schools. In fact, 
we have been demanding better results. Please join me in 
voting “yes” for St. Paul’s kids. 

Ted Davis 
Highland Park

When is enough enough?
Vote “no” on November 6 on the St Paul Public School’s 

excess levy referendum. For the 2018-19 school year, the 
school district has a budget of $731 million, an enrollment 
of 37,040 students and a staff of 5,557. That works out to 
$19,735 per student per year. When is enough enough? Let’s 
fix the problems and not keep feeding an insatiable system. 

 
Tom Kreuzer

Highland Park

Editor’s note: According to the St. Paul Public Schools website, 
about 20 percent of the school district’s $731 million annual 
budget is committed to long-term construction projects, long-
term debt, food service and community education programs. 
The remaining $585 million general fund, which pays for the 
core of education in the school district, represents about $15,800 
per student.

Return to basics in education
I can’t guess how throwing more money at a school system 

that’s producing profoundly inadequate results is going to 
improve anything. What we need can’t be fixed with money. 
We need students who are motivated by parents to learn and 
to think. We need teachers who can teach.

St. Paul Superintendent of Schools Joe Gothard wrote: 
“We need to prioritize how we spend our limited resources 
and focus on achieving the long-term student outcomes 
outlined in our strategic plan. Additional funding would help 
us do these things” (Villager Viewpoint, October 10). That’s 
a non sequitur if I ever saw one. Thinking costs nothing. 
Sitting around doing nothing while Rome burns is costing 
us incalculable losses in the ability of our graduates to know 
basic life skills.

In the last three months, I’ve encountered the following: 
• A high school sophomore and senior and a college 

graduate who printed notes to me because they no longer 
learn cursive writing in school, although it has been shown to 
be integrally related to brain development.

• Students who are using calculators in grade school to do 
basic math. Calculators should be outlawed until the basic 
skills of arithmetic have been mastered.

• A sign posted in a college postal facility to show students 
how to address an envelope. I learned that in third grade.

• Students who can’t spell because of all the abbreviations 
they use when texting and who would be rendered speechless 
if the word “like” was removed from their vocabulary.

Parents and taxpayers should be screaming for redress. 
Things are seriously wrong with the educational system here 
in river city, and it’s past time to try new tactics. We need to 
take away electronic gadgets from students until about fifth 

grade, put pencils and pens and papers in students’ hands, 
enforce on them the quiet time to think and give them the 
opportunity to make observational discoveries.

I don’t think throwing more money at the deficiencies of 
the educational system will help anything. I think a return to 
basics and more parental discipline and expectations might.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

A levy request with few specifics
The St. Paul School Board has failed to convince me that 

the $18.6 million per year being sought in the school district’s 
upcoming excess levy referendum will be well-spent. As a 
result, I will be voting “no” on November 6.

We are given only general descriptions of what the 
funds will be used for: Invest more in schools and student 
needs, implement the district’s strategic plan to increase 
achievement for all students, increase mental health and 
social-emotional learning support for students, create middle 
schools designed to meet the academic and developmental 
needs of this age group, and limit additional budget cuts. 
Nowhere in its campaign materials is the board specific about 
its plans or their costs.

If that carrot is not enough, the board pulls out a big stick. 
We are told that if the levy is not approved, the “likely result” 
will be cuts to programs that help students who struggle with 
basic academic skills; cuts to staff and academic programs in 
all schools; cuts to the number of administrators, classroom 
aides, clerical, custodial and other support staff throughout 
the district; and a severe limit of the district’s ability to 
implement its new strategic plan.

It is not too much to ask that the board tell voters how 
it intends to accomplish these goals and what it intends to 
spend on these efforts.

James M. Hamilton
Macalester-Groveland

The value of a public education
The benefits of a well-funded and community-supported 

public K-12 education have been extensively documented. 
I have had the great fortune to receive a quality public K-12 
education that enabled me to develop critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills and prepared me to succeed in college. 
It provided me with the opportunity to learn responsible 
citizenship and develop life-long learning skills to contribute 
to the civic life of St. Paul. 

Research has demonstrated the positive impact quality 
public education has on income levels, economic growth 
and the health of communities. Research has also shown 
the negative impact and decline in communities when 
investment in public schools diminishes. Current funding is 
not keeping pace with St. Paul students’ educational needs. I 
will be voting “yes” on November 6 to increase the district’s 
operating levy and enable the St. Paul Public Schools to 
provide a quality public education.

Leah Harris
Macalester-Groveland

A good education begins at home
St. Paul Superintendent Joe Gothard began his guest 

editorial by claiming, “Everyday more than 37,000 students 
come to the St. Paul Public Schools ready to learn” (Villager 
Viewpoint, October 10).  If only that were true. I know it 
isn’t true because I spent 17 years as a substitute teacher in 
the school district. I had many wonderful experiences with 
staff and the grade-schoolers with whom I worked. But I also 
witnessed behavior and language that would shock those 
unaware of how troubled so many public school children are.

The number of problems facing many public school 
students—poverty, homelessness, hunger, lack of health care, 
lack of love, discipline and proper role models at home—is 
heartbreaking. With so many children born to parents 
lacking the financial and emotional resources or the time 
to be loving and effective parents, not all children come to 
school “ready to learn.”

The first lesson of the day for our public school students 
is not reading or math or any other subject. The first lesson 
of the day is that school is where they go for breakfast. Many 
children come to school not ready to learn; they come 
ready for breakfast. If our society cannot figure out a way 
for parents to provide a good breakfast at home and set 
expectations for the day as was generally done until a few 
years ago, then there may not be much hope for our nation.

Public schools, no matter how well-funded, can seldom 
make up for what is missing at home.

Scott Raskiewicz
Macalester-Groveland

Readers debate efficacy of schools’ excess levy 
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Voters across the Villager area will head 
to the polls on Tuesday, November 6, 
to choose among candidates for fed-

eral, state and local offices and to weigh in on 
several ballot questions.

Minnesotans have not seen a midterm elec-
tion with this much riding on it in quite some 
time. In addition to choosing a new governor, 
Attorney General, state auditor and secretary 
of state, voters will elect two U.S. senators and 
a U.S. representative, helping to determine 
whether Republicans or Democrats will con-
trol the two houses of Congress over the next 
two years. Ballots statewide will also include a 
race for state Supreme Court associate justice 
and Court of Appeals judge. Local ballots will 
include races for state representative; county 
commissioner, attorney and sheriff; and dis-
trict court judges.

St. Paul ballots will include a referendum 
on a $475 per pupil expansion and 10-year 
extension of the school district’s excess prop-
erty tax levy. 

Mendota Heights voters will choose a may-
or and two City Council members. Lilydale 
voters will choose two City Council members.

Minneapolis ballots will include a referen-
dum on two school district property tax lev-
ies—one for a $490 per pupil expansion and 
seven-year extension of the school district’s 

excess levy and the other for a seven-year, $84 
million capital improvement project. Minne-
apolis voters will also decide on two at-large 
positions on the School Board and a referen-
dum on whether to remove the city’s distance 
requirement between establishments with  
liquor licenses.

To help voters decide among the candidates, 
the Villager is publishing this four-page Voters 
Guide. The guide includes the sample ballots 
below listing the candidates in all contested 
races along with the various ballot questions. 
A legislative candidates survey that poses four 
questions to each of those running for the 
state House of Representatives in Districts 52, 
63, 64 and 65 appears on pages 13-15. A story 
on the race for Ramsey County commissioner 
in District 5 appears on page 15.

The polls will be open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, November 6. Voters who are not 
yet registered in their respective precincts may 
register at the polls by showing their Minne-
sota driver’s license, learner’s permit, ID card 
or tribal ID card that includes a photo and 
their current address. If their ID cards have 
a previous address, they may still register by 
showing that ID, a U.S. passport, a U.S. mili-
tary ID card or a Minnesota college student 
ID card along with a current utility bill that 
includes their name and current address. 

Voters who do not have the proper ID may 
still register at the polls by having a registered 
voter living in the same precinct vouch for 
their residency.

For information on absentee ballots or 
other election issues, call 651-266-2171 in 

Ramsey County, 612-348-5151 in Hennepin 
County or 651-438-4380 in Dakota County. 
Election information is also available by visit-
ing the three counties’ respective websites or 
the Minnesota Secretary of State’s website or 
by calling 1-877-600-VOTE.

Voters Guide

The sample ballots below include the 
candidates and questions that will ap-
pear on the ballots of Villager area 

voters in the general election on Tuesday, 
November 6. The first section includes the 
federal and statewide races that will appear on 
all ballots. Following that are the local races 
and questions that will appear on ballots in St. 
Paul, Minneapolis, and Mendota Heights and 
Lilydale, respectively. Only the candidates in 
contested races are included. An asterisk (*) 
after a name denotes the incumbent in that 
race.

ALL BALLOTS
U.S. Senator, six-year term—Amy Klobu-

char*, Jim Newberger, Paula M. Overby, Den-
nis Schuller.

U.S. Senator, two-year term—Karin Hou-
sley, Tina Smith*, Jerry Trooien, Sarah Wel-
lington.

Governor and Lieutenant Governor—Jeff 
Johnson and Donna Bergstrom, Tim Walz 
and Peggy Flanagan, Josh Welter and Mary 
O’Connor, Chris Wright and Judith Schwartz-
backer.

Secretary of State—William Denney, John 
Howe, Steve Simon*.

State Auditor—Julie Blaha, Chris Dock, 
Michael Ford, Pam Myhra.

Attorney General—Keith Ellison, Noah 
M. Johnson, Doug Wardlow.

Supreme Court Associate Justice 2— 
Margaret Chutich*, Michelle MacDonald.

Court of Appeals Judge 2—Anthony L. 
Brown, Lucinda Ellen Jesson*.

ST. PAUL BALLOTS
U.S. Representative District 4—Betty Mc-

Collum*, Greg Ryan, Susan Pendergast Sindt.

State Representative District 64A— 
Patrick JD Griffin, Kaohly Her.

State Representative District 64B— 
Dave Pinto*, Alex Pouliot.

State Representative District 65A— 
Monique Giordana, Rena Moran*.

State Representative District 65B— 
Carlos Mariani*, Margaret Mary Stokely.

County Commissioner District 5—James 
Jaeger, Rafael Ortega*.

County Sheriff—Bob Fletcher, Jack  
Serier*.

County Attorney—John J. Choi*, Luke 
Kyper Bellville.

Second District Court Judge 2—Thomas 
Andrew Handley Jr., DeAnne Hilgers*.

Second District Court Judge 11—Scott 
Michael Flaherty, Adam Yang.

Second District Court Judge 14—Marcus 
L. Almon, Robyn Ann Millenacker*.

Second District Court Judge 20—G. Tony 
Atwal*, P. Paul Yang.

Second District Court Judge 28—Elena L. 
Ostby*, Calandra Revering.

St. Paul Public Schools Excess Tax Levy—
The St. Paul School Board has proposed to 
revoke the school district’s existing operating 
referendum revenue authorization of $704.52 
per pupil and to replace that authorization 
with a new authorization of $1,179.52 per 
pupil. The proposed referendum revenue au-
thorization would increase each year by the 
rate of inflation and be applicable for 10 years, 
beginning with taxes payable in 2019, unless 
otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by 
law.

Shall the St. Paul Public Schools’ existing 
operating referendum revenue authorization 
be revoked and the increase in revenue pro-
posed by the School Board be approved? Yes 

or No. By voting “yes” on this ballot question, 
you are voting for a property tax increase.

MINNEAPOLIS BALLOTS
U.S. Representative, District 5—Ilhan 

Omar, Jennifer Zielinski.
State Representative, District 63A—Kyle 

Bragg, Jim Davnie*.
State Representative, District 63B—Frank 

Pafko, Jean Wagenius*.
County Commissioner District 4— 

Angela Conley, Peter McLaughlin*.
County Sheriff—Dave Hutch, Rich 

Stanek*.
County Attorney—Mark Haase, Michael 

Freeman*.
Mpls. School Board Member At Large 

(vote for up to two)—Sharon El-Amin, Kim-
berly Caprini, Rebecca Gagnon*, Josh Pauly.

City Question: Remove Area and Spacing 
Requirements for Liquor Licenses—Shall the 
Minneapolis City Charter be amended to re-
move the area and spacing requirements per-
taining to liquor licenses? Yes or No.

School District Question 1: Approval of 
School District Referendum Revenue Au-
thorization—The Minneapolis School Board 
has proposed to increase its general educa-
tion revenue by $490 per pupil. The proposed 
referendum revenue authorization would in-
crease each year by the rate of inflation and 
be applicable for seven years beginning with 
taxes payable in 2019, unless otherwise re-
voked or reduced as provided by law. Shall 
the increase in the revenue proposed by the 
Minneapolis School Board be approved? Yes 
or no. By voting “yes” on this ballot question, 
you are voting for a property tax increase.

School District Question 2: Approv-
al of School District Capital Project Levy 

Authorization—The Minneapolis School 
Board has proposed a capital project levy au-
thorization in the amount of 2.249% times 
the net tax capacity of the school district to 
provide funds for the purchase, installation 
and maintenance of software applications and 
technology equipment, and for training and 
directly related personnel costs. The proposed 
capital project levy authorization will raise ap-
proximately $12 million for taxes payable in 
2019, the first year it is to be levied, and would 
be authorized for seven years. The estimated 
total cost of the projects to be funded over that 
time period is approximately $84 million.

Shall the increase in the revenue proposed 
by the Minneapolis School Board be ap-
proved? Yes or No. By voting “yes” on this bal-
lot question, you are voting for a property tax 
increase.

Mendota Heights/ 
Lilydale ballots

U.S. Representative District 2—Angie 
Craig, Jason Lewis*.

State Representative District 52A—Beth 
L. Arntson, Rick Hansen*.

State Representative District 52B— 
Regina Barr*, Ruth Richardson.

Mendota Heights Mayor— Neil Garlock*,  
Jill Smith.

Mendota Heights City Council (vote for 
up to two)—Ultan Duggan*, John R. Mazz-
itello, Elizabeth Petschel*, Rachel Quick, 
Chadwick Vandarious, Jonathan Zagel.

Lilydale City Council (vote for up to 
two)—Jay Budge, John E. Diehl*, Daniel 
Gore, Anita Pampusch*.

First District Court Judge 2—Martin 
“Marty” Judge, Arlene M. Asencio Perkkio*.

What’s on your ballot: The candidates and the questions 

Let the people decide
Voters head to the polls on Nov. 6 
to elect federal, state, local officials 
and answer several ballot questions

52B
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House District 65B
Carlos
Mariani
Age: 61
Party: DFL
Education: B.A., 
Macalester College.
Occupation: Execu-
tive director, Minne-
sota Education Equity 
Partnership.
1. Education: Yes. In fact, I was the lone 
Democrat on the House Finance Committee 
who voted against the initial Republican K-12 
Finance bill this year, precisely because it con-
tinued underfunding our schools. As we did 
several years ago, I would target the income 
tax for the most wealthiest people in our state 
to cover needed funds for our schools.
2. Transportation: Yes. Our infrastructure is 
older and in need of rebuilding. Minnesota 
should invest in alternative transportation 
options like light rail, buses, bicycle routes, 
etc., as a way to alleviate the expensive depen-
dency on auto transport while also updating 
our roads and bridges. The money should not 
come from the state general fund since that is 
used to fund other vital things like schools, 
hospitals, police, etc. We need different sales 
taxes related to transportation use and servic-
es. There really is no “free” money to do the 
right thing.
3. Legislative gridlock: For laws to be re-
spected and followed, the Legislature needs 
to be transparent about them. That means we 
should not do the unreadable single omnibus 
bills. I have tried to get our leadership to do 
the right thing on this for years. Frankly, parti-
san gridlock is something my Republican col-
leagues count on so as to coerce a Democrat 
governor to agree to their legislation. We did 
not have gridlock when the DFL controlled 
the Legislature and the governorship. We 
were efficient, finishing on time and produc-
ing strong laws to serve the people, like raising 
the minimum wage and equalizing marriage.  
4. Qualifications: I am the son of working-
class immigrants who valued hard work and 
educational attainment. I benefited from gov-
ernment programs that provided opportuni-
ties for me and my family to earn a good living 
and have access to college. I raised three won-
derful kids and have three amazing grandchil-
dren, so I know the value of strong families. I 
have successfully passed laws expanding op-
portunities for workers, low-income people, 
immigrants, children and the environment, 
and I’ve secured state funds for our schools 
and for vital local services like the Children’s 
Museum and the new Higher Ground resi-
dence for homeless people.

Margaret 
Mary Stokely
Age: 69
Party: Republican
Education: 180-plus 
hours of college.
Occupation: Retired 
Jack-of-all-trades.
1. Education: Appearances can be deceiving. 
We already spend over 40 percent of the state 
budget on K-12 education, approximately 
$25,000 per student yearly. Only 53 percent of 
third-grade students read proficiently. Home 
mentoring is one solution. Public education 
is dysfunctional to an unacceptable degree.  
Education and children are being used to cre-
ate an impression of social justice. This is not 
working out in either case. Now Minnesota 
schools are being forced to segregate children 
by skin color.  How is busing children for 
hours to distant schools going to improve 
their learning abilities? For starters, focus on 

the three R’s.
2. Transportation: Additional funding com-
mensurate with review of priorities. Roads 
and bridges must be adequately maintained 
to ensure public safety and commerce. More 
bus lines are the best and least costly solution 
for mass transit.  The money is there, but is it 
properly managed?
3. Legislative gridlock: Legislators should 
volunteer their time; no salary or per diem. 
Result? No more gridlock grandstanding. I 
support legislative reforms that would pro-
hibit consolidating multiple subjects into a 
single omnibus bill as long as the “cure” isn’t 
worse than the “disease.”
4. Qualifications: My personal background 
has qualified me to file for this office and to 
be endorsed by the Minnesota GOP. Voter in-
quiries are always honored. Voters will elect to 
vote for me because I will faithfully represent 
them.

House District 65A
Rena Moran
Age: 58
Party: DFL
Education: B.S., Early 
Childhood Education.
Occupation: Director 
of parent leadership, 
Minnesota Communi-
ty Caring for Children.
1. Education: I support 
more state funding for PreK-12 education. 
Under a Democrat Governor Dayton and 
Legislature, we were able to invest in Minne-
sota schools. We saw historical investment in 
free all-day kindergarten, expanding access to 
early learning opportunities, and increasing 
funding for K-12 schools. We were able to in-
vest because we tax the top 3 percent and to-
bacco companies, and thus the state incurred 
a surplus. The Republicans through their 
leadership gave the tax break back to big cor-
porations and the tobacco industry, and now 
there’s a shortfall in school funding. Solution: 
Tax the rich so they are paying their fair share.
2. Transportation: I support more funding 
for the maintenance and building of transit, 
roads and bridges. One area for funding this 
are the sale taxes paid on auto-related activi-
ties. In 2017, a bill was passed into law that 
statutorily dedicated a portion of those taxes 
to roads and bridges, injecting needed fund-
ing into the system. We now need to increase 
that portion and extend that funding to tran-
sit.
3. Legislative gridlock: I would absolutely 
prohibit consolidating multiple subjects into 
a single omnibus bill. As with the last ses-
sion, this is what the Republicans forced on 
the Legislative body. There were bills that 
were good for Minnesota, but also a lot of 
bad bills that would have harmed families and 
our state. Consolidated, these bills prevented 
the Legislature from responding to the opiate 

crisis and senior abuse, to name a couple. To 
change the partisan gridlock, maybe we need 
to rethink the number of votes needed to pass 
a bill. Otherwise, the majority doesn’t consid-
er the minority.
4. Qualifications: I’m a mother, neighbor 
and organizer who has connected commu-
nity members to the Capitol and the Capitol 
to the community, who brought the voices 
of my district to move legislation and dollars 
into our district. I’ve been a strong advocate 
for education (chief author of Promise Neigh-
borhood, which brought more money to sta-
bilize families with housing, support the fam-
ily and create better educational outcomes for 
children). The relationships and knowledge 
I’ve acquired have allowed me to be strong 
on health care, jobs, job training, gun reform/
safety, housing/homelessness, racial justice 
and eliminating opportunity gaps. I’ll con-
tinue to fight for our values.

Monique
Giordana

Party: Republican
Monique Giordana did not respond to the 

Villager’s candidate questionnaire.

House District 64B
Alex Pouliot
Age: 28
Party: Republican
Education: University 
of Alabama.
Occupation: Minneso-
ta House of Represen-
tative, sales for HOM 
Furniture.

1. Education: This year there was a $1.4 bil-
lion increase to education spending. The 
Republican majority increased the funding 
formula by 2 percent. Under the Republican 
Majority, there has been a 20 percent increase 
in education funding over the last four years. 
School districts need to be held accountable 
for how they spend their money.

2. Transportation: I support a constitutional 
amendment that would dedicate all auto parts 
and auto sales taxes to roads and bridges. With 
technology moving away from gas, it’s time 
we commit to a long-term funding source.

3. Legislative gridlock: I think there is a lot 
more that unites us than divides us. People 
would be surprised to hear that there was bi-
partisan support for 96 percent of the legisla-
tion passed this year. We need to make sure 
that all Minnesotans are able to participate in 
our democracy.

4. Qualifications: I work two jobs in order to 
pay off my student loans. I am like most col-
lege graduates in Minnesota. I know what it is 
like to have to work hard. I believe it is time 
for the next generation of Minnesotans to 
take control of our state’s future.

Dave Pinto
Age: 46
Party: DFL
Education: B.A., Har-
vard University; J.D. 
and MBA, University 
of Virginia.
Occupation: Ramsey 
County prosecutor.

1. Education: When adjusted for inflation, 
public schools receive much less state fund-
ing per pupil than they did 15 years ago and 
far, far less than they did when I was in the 
public schools in the 1980s. In that time, the 
challenges faced by our public schools have 
only increased. St. Paul’s school district alone 
serves more than 700 students experiencing 
homelessness. The Minnesota Miracle of the 
early 1970s provided us with the best public 
education in the country by ensuring strong 
state funding for schools. It’s time to get back 
to that formula.
2. Transportation: More funds are clearly 
needed. Our state road system has an annual 
funding shortfall of $885 million, and transit 
another $100-plus million for existing lines 
(and more for the new lines required to sup-
port our growing population). Diverting ex-
isting funds cannot be the whole solution; it 
is wrong to fill potholes with school supplies, 
medical care or the other products and ser-
vices purchased with the state’s general fund. 
We need a long-term, sustainable and dedi-
cated revenue stream. We are living off of the 
investments made decades ago. We owe it to 
our children to make these investments now.
3. Legislative gridlock: The legislative pro-
cess has become increasingly opaque and 
unaccountable, culminating last session in a 
995-page bill that comprised a vast array of 
subjects, was rushed through at the last min-
ute, and included provisions that had never 
even received a hearing. Our state Constitu-
tion already requires that each bill incorporate 
only one subject—to allow real debate and 
public accountability. Yes, we should give full 
effect to that requirement and pursue other 
reforms as well: sufficient notice of confer-
ence committee hearings, no provisions add-
ed in conference committee that had not been 
heard in the House or Senate, etc.
4. Qualifications: I’ve dedicated my life to 
public service. I work as a prosecutor of do-
mestic and sexual violence, protecting the 
most vulnerable in our community. At the 
Capitol, I’ve been a leader on issues of early 
childhood, founding the award-winning 
Prenatal to Three Policy forums, and public 
safety, especially in the fight against gun vio-
lence. I was chosen by my peers as a leader in 
the DFL caucus. Abby and I are longtime resi-
dents of the neighborhood with kids in the 
public schools. We love this community. I am 
honored to serve it at the Capitol.

House District 64A
Patrick JD
Griffin
Age: 22
Party: Republican
Education: B.S. in 
Genetics and Plant 
Biology, University of 
Minnesota.
Occupation: Data 
analyst with CHS.

1. Education: Spending should only be in-
creased if that money goes to programs and 
reforms that are statistically shown to im-
prove student outcomes. These programs are: 
1) Making investing in quality teachers the 

Legislative candidates questionnaire
Questions for the candidates
1. Education: K-12 public schools across the state appear to be short on 

funding. Do you support more state funding for K-12 education? How would 
you pay for it or otherwise resolve this problem?

2. Transportation: Do you favor more state funding for the maintenance 
and building of roads, bridges and transit lines? Why or why not? If yes, from 
where should this money come?

3. Legislative gridlock: What measures do you support to reduce partisan 
gridlock and increase transparency in the legislative process? Do you sup-
port a prohibition on consolidating multiple subjects into a single bill?

4. Qualifications: Briefly summarize your personal background and qual-
ifications for the office you seek. Why should voters elect you?

patrick jd griffin  c14
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priority. Good technology makes little differ-
ence if there isn’t an effective teacher in the 
room. 2) Aligning school schedules with par-
ent schedules and offering structured before- 
and after-school programs to do this. 3) Col-
lecting data based on student outcomes. We 
are woefully short on data as to what actually 
works, and without data we will never truly 
know how to solve our education issues.
2. Transportation: Simple observation shows 
that our current transportation system is fail-
ing, both in quality, quantity and longevity. 
While public money should be spent judi-
ciously and carefully, this is clearly an area in 
which we must invest, even if that money has 
to come from other programs. I think tying 
the level of funding for road-related infra-
structure to auto and auto parts sales would 
be a useful way of introducing funding that 
scales to the level of need. As our population 
grows, so will the demand for transit; this de-
mand must be met.
3. Legislative gridlock: I absolutely support 
enforcing the single-subject clause of our 
Constitution to prohibit omnibus bills. Gov-
ernmental honesty and transparency is one 
of the most important reforms that we need 
right now, and this would be one of the sin-
gle greatest measures to make our legislation 
more germane and publicly understandable. 
The next area for improvement of the Legisla-
ture would be the re-instantiation of subcom-
mittees, not just as a means of moving bills 
into their relevant domains and resolving ma-
jor issues more quickly, but also of balancing 
control back towards the broader Legislature 
and away from the party leadership.
4. Qualifications: I am a recent graduate of 
university, and I come with an important 
perspective on the challenges facing younger 
generations, as well as the duty we all have to 
communicate across generations. I also bring 
a scientific background and education and 
am very interested in how we can use data to 
create better legislation, both in its efficiency 
and effectiveness. I am primarily interested in 
what actually works in governance, not just 
now, but in the longest possible term, and I 
think that approaching government with a 
focus on data and long-term results will pro-
duce better outcomes for every citizen.

Kaohly Her
Age: 45
Party: DFL
Education: BBA, 
Finance; MBA.
Occupation: Policy 
director, city of St. Paul.

1. Education: Educat-
ing our children must 
be a priority. I will work to secure greater in-
vestments in early childhood education and 
fight to restore funding for public education 
to pre-recession levels.  The state is project-
ed to have a surplus of $329 million for the 
2018-2019 biennium. This positive outlook 
is expected to continue into the 2020-2021 
biennium as well. I believe the best first step 
is to allocate portions of the surplus to K-12 
education.
2. Transportation: I support state funding 
for transportation needs. Revenue for fund-
ing infrastructure is generated via the gas tax. 
We do not generate enough revenue from this 
tax to keep up with maintenance of our roads, 
bridges and transit. I support increasing the 
gas tax in order to adequately fund Minne-
sota’s transportation infrastructure and to 
expand it.
3. Legislative gridlock: We live in a time 
when people are more invested in winning 
a position or agenda than problem solving. 
Finding solutions requires getting to know 
each other, understanding another’s perspec-
tive, and investing in finding commonalities 
for a base to work from. I would support any 
measure that does this and reduces partisan 
gridlock.

4. Qualifications: I have a wide but deep 
breadth of experience. I have a BBA in Fi-
nance, an MBA and am currently pursuing 
my doctorate in Education Leadership. I have 
over 20 years of leadership experience in the 
private and public sectors spanning financial 
services and business consulting to education 
administration and public policy. In between 
all of this, I found time to hold the most im-
portant position of my life, being a stay-at-
home mom to my two girls and caring for my 
aging parents. My education and life experi-
ences make me uniquely qualified to repre-
sent the residents of House District 64A.

House District 63A
Kyle Bragg
Age: 47
Party: Republican
Education: B.A., Busi-
ness Administration.
Occupation: Lease 
marketing specialist, 
Loffler Companies.

1. Education: I sup-
port increases in state 
funding for K-12 schools. The state funds 
schools from income and sales taxes. Local 
school boards need to continually monitor 
their budgets to find ways to maintain good 
fiscal responsibility. The school boards also 
need to ensure that all students are getting 
a good education in order to graduate from 
high school. Educating our youth to become 
tomorrow’s outstanding leaders is very im-
portant to Minnesota.

2. Transportation: I favor more state funding 
for maintenance and building of roads and 
bridges but not transit lines. Federal, state and 
local money paid for the building of our local 
transit system, and now it should be primarily 
maintained through usage fees by the people 
who utilize it. State, county and local govern-
ments receive money from the state gasoline 
tax for roads and bridges, many of which have 
become old and are in need of repair. We need 
to rebuild and maintain our roads and bridges 
to ensure that Minnesota farm products and 
manufactured goods get to market safely and 
efficiently. 

3. Legislative gridlock: Partisan gridlock 
has become an increasingly challenging issue 
every legislative session. We must stop con-
solidating multiple subjects into a single bill.  
That may make it more difficult to pass leg-
islation, but it is necessary. To break the grid-
lock, we need our legislators to be more in-
terested in passing good bipartisan legislation 
for Minnesotans than in getting re-elected. I 
am running for the state House of Represen-
tatives because I am interested in working 
together with legislators who are Republican, 
Democrat and independent for the good of all 
Minnesotans.

4. Qualifications: I am a 20-year resident of 
South Minneapolis and am running for the 
House of Representatives to offer an alterna-
tive to the “politics as usual” status quo. I have 
worked in small and mid-size companies in 
the private sector for 23 years, and in that time 

I have learned to build rapport with people of 
various personalities and almost all walks of 
life. I would bring that same approach to the 
Capitol and work to create an environment 
where legislators would find common ground 
and make reasonable compromises to put our 
constituents ahead of personal ideologies.

Jim Davnie
Age: 59
Party: DFL

Jim Davnie did not respond to the Vil-
lager’s candidate questionnaire by deadline.

House District 63B
Jean
Wagenius
Age: 77
Party: DFL
Education: B.A., 
George Washington 
University; J.D., Wil-
liam Mitchell College 
of Law.
Occupation: State legislator.

1. Education: Minnesota’s economy is strong. 
We have enjoyed budget surpluses. Yet in the 
past four years with Republican control, the 
Legislature did not fully fund K-12 education 
but used the money for tax cuts. Our schools 
still are not funded to the level they were in 
2002. I support additional funding for K-12. 
It’s my first priority for budget surpluses. We 
must strengthen educational opportunities so 
all children can succeed. I support universal 
pre-K so children get the best start possible. I 
want to make sure that college and technical 
schools are affordable and that student loan 
debts are reduced. 
2. Transportation: Minnesota needs a com-
prehensive transportation funding package 
that is balanced, forward-looking and works 
for everyone. I don’t support proposals that 
take money from the already tight funds that 
support education and health care. The only 
viable alternative is a small gas tax increase to 
fund roads and bridges. A balanced package 
includes transit. Our metro area is far behind 
similar metro areas in providing transit. So 
not only are we failing citizens who need to 
commute by transit, we are rapidly becom-
ing noncompetitive. Our bus fleet must be 
increasingly electrified to reduce air pollution 
and minimize carbon emissions.
3. Legislative gridlock: The root of partisan 
gridlock is fundamental policy differences, 
which are not easily remedied. Extreme in-
equality and climate change are defining is-
sues of our time. Economists and educators 
agree that getting children off to the best start 
possible with universal pre-K would help 
close the achievement gap, a strong DFL posi-
tion. Republicans preferred to spend money 
on tax cuts. Similarly, there’s a stark difference 
between DFLers and Republicans on energy 
issues. Republicans deny climate change. Vot-
ers and their choices will break these grid-
locks. Minnesota’s constitution requires sin-
gle-subject bills.

4. Qualifications: I am a legislator of sub-
stance with a record of leadership on difficult 
issues. I am very accessible. In addition to the 
forums that I host with Representative Jim 
Davnie and Senator Patricia Torres Ray, I hold 
an open-door meeting from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
on the second Saturday of each month from 
September to May at Mayflower Church, I-
35W and Diamond Lake Road.

Frank Pafko
Age: 65
Party: Republican
Education: B.S., 
Fisheries, University of 
Minnesota.
Occupation: Retired 
after 34 years in state 
Department of Trans-
portation.

1. Education: Minnesota has greatly increased 
funding to public schools, inflation-adjusted, 
over the last 50 years. This increased funding 
has resulted in lower test scores, lower gradu-
ation rates, and an increasing achievement 
gap for students of color. Rather than throw-
ing more tax dollars at a failing system, we 
must do something different. Allow educa-
tion choice. Let parents and students choose 
the school that best fits their individual needs. 
State funding would follow the student, not 
the school system. Reduce state mandates so 
more funding goes to the classroom, not ad-
ministration. Allow tax credits for donations 
to PreK-12 tuition.
2. Transportation: Roads and bridges need 
more investment. Rather than raise the re-
gressive gas tax, let’s transfer transportation-
related taxes such as sales taxes on auto parts 
and auto repairs to the Highway User Trust 
Fund. Pay back the unconstitutional diver-
sion of $500 million in fuel taxes used by 
the MPCA. Sales taxes on electricity used to 
recharge vehicles need to go to roads. Use 
sales taxes on bicycles and equipment to fund 
bike lanes. Transit needs to pay its fair share 
of road projects and maintenance. Trains are 
outmoded, inflexible and hideously expen-
sive. Use dedicated transit dollars to fund an 
expanded bus system.
3. Legislative gridlock: Political gridlock isn’t 
necessarily bad. Government is best that gov-
erns least. You need to listen to other view-
points, explain what is and is not acceptable, 
and pass what is doable, not just what one side 
wants. Bipartisan bills were passed, only to be 
vetoed by DFL Governor Dayton because he 
didn’t get everything he wanted, even if he 
hadn’t made that demand before. Negotiate 
honestly. The Constitution mandates single-
subject bills. We need judges who follow the 
Constitution, not make new legislation.
4. Qualifications: I worked for 36 years for 
the state, 34 years with the Department of 
Transportation. I know government, govern-
ment bureaucracy, and what can be done to 
streamline and improve services and regula-
tions. During my career, I developed major 
transportation projects, a statewide wetland 
mitigation banking program, helped to ad-
vance the Hiawatha Avenue and light-rail-
transit project, and when the I-35W Bridge 
collapsed, I delivered environmental docu-
ments and permits to advance the new bridge 
in nine days.

House District 52B
Regina Barr
Age: 53
Party: Republican
Education: BBA, 
MBA, M.A.
Occupation: Owner, 
corporate consulting 
and executive coaching 
firm, state legislator.

1. Education: During my first term, I’m 
proud to have fought to ensure our schools 

regina barr  c15
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Questions for the candidates
1. Education: K-12 public schools across the state appear to be short on 

funding. Do you support more state funding for K-12 education? How would 
you pay for it or otherwise resolve this problem?

2. Transportation: Do you favor more state funding for the maintenance 
and building of roads, bridges and transit lines? Why or why not? If yes, from 
where should this money come?

3. Legislative gridlock: What measures do you support to reduce partisan 
gridlock and increase transparency in the legislative process? Do you support 
a prohibition on consolidating multiple subjects into a single bill?

4. Qualifications: Briefly summarize your personal background and qual-
ifications for the office you seek. Why should voters elect you?
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were fully funded and received their fair share 
of education spending. In 2017 I co-authored 
a bill to increase the per pupil basic formula 
allowance by 2 percent per year. In 2018 I 
voted to make $225 million more available to 
schools, nearly $100 million more than Gov-
ernor Dayton’s request. I voted to ensure we’re 
helping all Minnesota kids enter kindergarten 
prepared for lifelong learning with targeted 
investments to help low-income families ac-
cess early learning programs.
2. Transportation: One area that we are 
constitutionally required to fund is trans-
portation. During my first year, on the eve 
of the 10-year anniversary of the collapse of 
the 35W bridge, I learned that our roads and 
bridges were considered deficient. Recently, 
the American Society of Civil Engineering 
gave Minnesota’s roads and bridges a “C.”  
That’s why I’m proud of the bipartisan work 
we completed to successfully deliver the larg-
est investment in roads and bridge infrastruc-
ture in state history without a gas tax increase, 
and why I support dedicating certain motor 
vehicle-related sales tax revenues to funding 
road and bridge construction.
3. Legislative gridlock: We need to work to-
gether across the aisle, and I’m proud to say I 
have an 84 percent bipartisan voting record. 
I’m a member of the Civility Caucus, which 
meets regularly during session to bring elect-
ed officials, both Democrats and Republicans 
in both the House and Senate, together on 
a regular basis to find common ground and 
policy we can work on together. I believe ef-
fective leaders prioritize results over partisan-
ship. If re-elected, I will continue fighting for 
our community and work hard to put the ci-
vility back into our discourse.
4. Qualifications: My business background, 
extensive nonprofit experience, and a solid 
first term as state representative delivering re-

sults for our community, like tax relief, fully 
funding our schools and lowering health in-
surance costs. At a time when many are disil-
lusioned by politics and our elected officials, 
I feel it is important that every day, common-
sense folks like me step up to lead our state. I 
will work to bring all of our visions together. 
I will work together to get things done. I will 
work to move the Legislature in a fresh, new 
direction—a direction that respects you, the 
taxpayer.

Ruth
Richardson
Age: 42
Party: DFL
Education: J.D., Wil-
liam Mitchell College 
of Law.
Occupation: Attorney.
1. Education: In order to build strong com-
munities with opportunity for all, we need to 
invest in our public schools. When we invest 
in students and public schools, there are ben-
efits for the community overall. The quality of 
schools in communities can influence prop-
erty values. Also, more businesses are evaluat-
ing the quality of schools in the areas they are 
considering. Businesses want to ensure that 
they will have access to a work force of well-
educated students. Schools need to continue 
to look for efficiencies, and it will be impor-
tant to analyze how the formulas are calcu-
lated for state funding.
2. Transportation: I am in favor of investing 
in roads, bridges and transit as a core need 
and service for every community across the 
state. Poorly maintained roads cost motorists 
more in vehicle repairs. Ensuring our bridges 
are properly maintained is a known safety is-
sue. Investing in transit is key to ensuring the 
state is economically competitive as well. We 
need to continue the work to look for efficien-
cies and cost-saving measures. We also need 

to actively work to meet budget deficits and 
shortfalls. This will require analyzing various 
funding sources such as the general fund and 
tab fees.

3. Legislative gridlock: A common theme 
we are hearing in this campaign is the frus-
tration with partisan gridlock. There are also 
concerns about transparency when unrelated 
legislation is bundled together in violation of 
the Minnesota Constitution. I support follow-
ing the Minnesota Constitution, which states: 
“No law shall embrace more than one subject, 
which shall be expressed in its title.”

4. Qualifications: I earned my law degree 
from William Mitchell and have experience 
working in senior leadership positions in the 
government, nonprofit and private sectors.  
I’ve worked as a business attorney, in dis-
ability rights, and to support small, minority- 
and women-owned businesses. I’ve worked 
with bipartisan groups to support homeless 
veterans, people with disabilities and foster 
families. I have served as a community fac-
ulty member for Metropolitan State Univer-
sity. Also, I serve on the Minnesota Judicial 
Branch’s Committee for Equality and Justice, 
the Department of Human Services Behav-
ioral Health Planning Council, and the De-
partment of Health’s Healthy Equity & Lead-
ership Advisory Committee.

House District 52A
Rick Hansen
Age: 55
Party: DFL
Education: M.S., Soil 
Management, Iowa 
State University.
Occupation: Small-
business owner, state 
legislator.

1. Education: I support increased funding for 

public education paid for with the increased 
revenue the state has been receiving through 
general taxes. I support levy and debt equal-
ization efforts to bring fairness to districts 
like South St. Paul Special District 6. I have 
requested a legislative audit to look at equal-
ization, and that report should be done early 
next year.
2. Transportation: Yes. I have and will sup-
port increased gas taxes to provide for roads 
and bridges. Transit, bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure improvements are also needed 
and should be supported with general tax dol-
lars. I also support river port improvements 
and railroad safety efforts through bonding 
funds.
3. Legislative gridlock: I have been a leader 
on transparency efforts through my days at 
the Capitol, public meetings and email up-
dates as well as social media. I have called out 
mega-omnibus bills being passed in the dark 
of night as bad policy and practice. We need 
to make sure finance bills are available for re-
view for a minimum of 24 hours before voting 
for the general public and legislators. We need 
to consider fundamental changes in how the 
Legislature does business for Minnesotans.
4. Qualifications: I ask for your vote for state 
representative. I have the experience as a 
small-business owner, local government of-
ficial, state employee and farmer. As your cur-
rent state representative, I have listened and 
learned to develop the experience to serve the 
district well. We have a lot of work to do, and 
my ability to work on tough subjects and pro-
vide solutions is needed. Problem solving is in 
short supply. I ask for your support to apply 
my knowledge, skills and abilities for you at 
our Capitol.

Beth Arntson
Party: Republican

Beth Arntson did not respond to the 
Villager’s candidate questionnaire.

By Kevin Driscoll

Political newcomer James Jae-
ger is taking on six-term in-
cumbent Rafael Ortega for 

commissioner in Ramsey County’s 
5th District. The 5th District arcs 
across the southern end of the 
county and includes all or most 
of the Highland Park, West End, 
downtown, West Side and Dayton’s 
Bluff neighborhoods of St. Paul.

Jaeger, 51, who is married with no 
children, lives in the Cherokee Park 
area of St. Paul’s West Side. A life-
long resident of Ramsey County, he 
earned a B.A. degree in marketing 
management at Concordia Univer-
sity-St. Paul and an AAS degree in 
civil engineering at St. Paul College. 
He was employed most recently as 
the manager of product marketing 
for Farmers Union Industries in 
Redwood Falls. After finishing that 
project, he began a job search but 
suspended it to run for office.

Jaeger said his marketing career 
has taken him “through many dif-
ferent industries, from develop-
ment engineering, product design 
and alternative energies to product 
marketing, budgeting and forecast-
ing.” He hopes to bring those ex-
periences and skills to the Ramsey 
County Board in order to expand 
the county’s potential for economic 
development, advance its transit 
options, and improve its environ-
mental stewardship and operational 
efficiency.

“It’s time to have a fresh perspec-
tive on the county’s operations, ser-

vices and overall functions,” Jaeger 
said. “As my dad once told me, ‘It 
never hurts to have another set of 
eyes looking at the problem.’ I’m 
a pragmatic thinker with a strong 
sense of what’s right and what’s 
wrong, along with the skills, experi-
ence and courage to do the job.

“My experiences in the private 
sector, along with my ability to lis-
ten to people’s needs, wants and 
struggles, make me a better choice 
(for county commissioner),” Jaeger 
said. “Some long-term commis-
sioners lose track of why they first 
decided to run for office, which is to 
serve, listen and make things better. 
After 24 years (of Ortega represent-
ing Ramsey County’s 5th District), 
now is the time for a new vision.”

Rising property taxes are a major 
issue for Ramsey County residents, 

according to Jaeger, and the County 
Board has proposed another 4.3 
percent increase in the property 
tax levy for 2019. “My approach to 
this issue will be to review all areas 
of county operations and see where 
services, programs and facilities can 
be more efficient and streamlined,” 
Jaeger said, “all while providing the 
necessary services taxpayers expect. 
I hear from neighbors who are on 
fixed incomes how hard it becomes 
to pay for these tax increases year 
after year. So this issue will be front 
and center for me if elected.”

Economic development is anoth-
er major issue for the county, Jaeger 
said, and on that he will “engage the 
business community through regu-
lar listening events to understand 
first-hand how the county can play 
a part to encourage, support and 

promote a strong economy.
“Transit is a large-scale issue that 

needs input from citizens, business-
es and local, state and federal agen-
cies, of which I feel the most im-
portant element is the voice of the 
community,” Jaeger added. “On this 
issue, I promise to explore all forms 
of transit with an open mind to 
ensure there is value for the whole 
community.”

Ortega, 66, who is divorced and 
the father of two grown children, is 
a former West Sider who has lived 
in downtown St. Paul for the past 
15 years. He earned a B.A. degree in 
history at Fordham University and a 
master’s in social work degree at the 
University of Minnesota. 

“I’m running for re-election to 
continue the important work of in-
creasing access to services through-
out Ramsey County,” Ortega said. 
“I want to continue to increase the 
county’s tax base by fully developing 
our brownfields, to build a strong 
regional transit system that will 
connect people with jobs and health 
services throughout the metro area, 
and to advocate for services for peo-
ple with mental illness.” 

A former director of the non-
profit social service agency Comu-
nidades Latinas Unidas en Servicio, 
Ortega said his experience in the 
private sector and public sector 
addressing challenging issues and 
working with all parties to achieve 
optimal results makes him the bet-
ter candidate. “I’m proud of my re-
cord of engaging the community in 
my decision-making, whether it’s 

talking to businesses, local govern-
ments or district councils,” he said.

Ortega promises to continue 
working to build “a complete re-
gional transit system, including the 
Riverview Line from the Union De-
pot to MSP Airport and the Mall of 
America, the Gold Line to Wood-
bury and the Rush Line to White 
Bear Lake.” Having served on the 
management committees for both 
the light-rail Blue and Green lines, 
Ortega said he understands what 
it takes to get that work done. “I’ve 
worked to reach out to business 
owners and residents up and down 
the lines to know and address their 
concerns,” he said.

Redevelopment is also high on 
Ortega’s agenda. “Ramsey County 
is a fully developed county,” he said. 
“That means we have to be aggres-
sive and creative in developing (for-
merly industrial) brownfields. I’ve 
worked tirelessly to redevelop the 
Twin Cities Army Ammunition 
Plant (in Arden Hills) and the for-
mer West Publishing site in down-
town St. Paul to create jobs and 
housing and expand our tax base.”

Ortega said he would also like to 
“find sustainable solutions to home-
lessness. In the past year, Ramsey 
County partnered with the Doro-
thy Day Center to add counseling 
services at the homeless shelter in 
downtown St. Paul. I’m proud to 
partner with the community and 
I appreciate their thoughtful ap-
proach and their desire to be part of 
the solution.”

14b regina barr

Jaeger challenges Ortega for District 5 County Board seat

Rafael Ortega James Jaeger
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38 S Snelling Ave S at Grand

651/225-8989

M-Sat   9am - 9pm  ~  Sun  10am - 7pm

10%
OFF
 Any purchase
 w/this ad ~ expires 10/31/18

Live Local, Read Large

Fashion Show Fun
You’re invited to a double-feature trunk show! 
MOSCOT and AHLEM join us for hors d’ouvres, 
beverages, and to show the latest from these 
legendary design houses.

FRIDAY NOV. 2 10:00 - 7:00
4318 Upton Ave S, Minneapolis

SATURDAY NOV. 3 10:00 - 5:00 
1589 Selby Ave, St. Paul
owloptical.com

$75 OFFframe and lens package during event

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952

 651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

• “I’m amazed at what you did!”
• “ The only good thing about this  

accident is that I got to meet 
you and your law firm.”

• “ My friend needs a good lawyer, 
naturally I thought of you.”

• “You’re a Saint.”
• “You are awesome!”

No fee unless I collect for you!

 Client Comments:

25 years experience representing adults & children  
injured in accidents from motor vehicles, boats, motorcycles, 

work place injuries, wrongful deaths & dog bites.

Katherine A. Brown Holmen

 “…the best attorney in town!”

Ask 
about our 
new client
discount

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Ford site presentation—Ryan Companies will hold its fifth 
meeting regarding its plans for redeveloping the 122-acre 
site of Ford Motor Company’s former assembly plant from  
7-9 p.m. Wednesday, November 14, in the auditorium of 
Highland Park Middle School, 975 S. Snelling Ave. 

Board meeting set—The Highland District Council’s board 
of directors will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, November 15, at the 
Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The 
agenda will include a presentation by the Highland Heritage 
and Ford Legacy Committee as well as plans for replacing the 
Treasure Island playground at Expo School.  

Let your voice be heard—A Voices of Our Community  
session on “Smart Government” will be held from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, November 8, at the Highland Park Library, 
1974 Ford Pkwy. For information, visit stpaul.gov/voices.  

Upcoming meetings—Renovation of the Highland Disc 
Golf Course and a proposal to install solar panels on High-
land’s north water reservoir will be addressed at the next Com-
munity Development Committee meeting. There will also be 
a presentation on pedestrian safety research by the University 
of Minnesota at the next Transportation Committee meeting. 
The meetings will be held at 6:30 and 7 p.m., respectively, Tues-
day, November 13, at the Highland Park Community Center. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Calling all creative types—The Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council is looking for people to submit T-
shirt designs that represent the neighborhood. The submis-
sion deadline is December 31. For full contest details, visit  
macgrove.org/2019tshirt.

Holiday gifts for the home—The owners of homes and 
businesses in the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood that 
will be 100 years old or older by 2022 are still eligible to pur-
chase plaques for their buildings. Those who order by Novem-
ber 30 will receive the plaques in time for the holidays. Visit 
macgrove.org/100years to learn more.

Science of saving—Families can save on visits to the Sci-
ence Museum of Minnesota by signing up at the community 
council’s office in the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. 
Griggs St. Office hours are from 3-6 p.m. Mondays and noon-
3 p.m. Thursdays. 

Join a committee—The community council has four stand-
ing committees that meet once a month and focus on differ-
ent aspects of making Macalester-Groveland a great place to 
live, work, learn and play. Those who attend three consecutive 
committee meetings can become voting members. 

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Commit-
tee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 24, Groveland Recreation 
Center; Community Building Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday,  
November 12, Edgcumbe Recreation Center; and Environ-
ment Committee, 7 p.m. Thursday, November 15, Edgcumbe.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Annual meeting—The Union Park District Council will 
hold its annual meeting on Thursday, October 25, in Otto Hall 
at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University Ave. The meeting will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with a social hour and appetizers, followed 
by a restorative justice forum, presentations and board elec-
tions. All Union Park neighbors are invited to attend and vote. 
Visit the UPDC website for more information.

Give to the Max Day—As a small, independent nonprofit 
organization, the UPDC relies on grants and donations to help 
build a better neighborhood for all. The 10th annual Give to 
the Max Day is Thursday, November 15, a day for people to 
give back to the organizations that mean the most to them. 
Visit unionparkdc.org/donate for information. 

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, November 7, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 Univer-
sity Ave.; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, No-
vember 12, 1821 University Ave., Suite 127; and Environment 
and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 21, 
Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. 

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing alexa@unionparkdc.org.

West 7th
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—At its October 8 board meeting, the West 
Seventh/Fort Road Federation supported a request for a wine 
and beer license and outdoor patio for a new bakery and cafe 
in the neighborhood. The board also heard a presentation by 
Dave Higgins of McGough Development on conceptual plans 
for a micro-unit, market-rate apartment building on Smith 
Avenue and West Seventh Street. Board members discussed 
the concept, but took no action. The board’s next meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, November 12, at the Fort Road  
Federation office, 974 W. Seventh St. 

Garden tour sites—The 2019 West End Neighbors’ Garden 
Tour will be focused on the area bounded by the Mississippi 
River, West Seventh Street, Homer Street and Jefferson Ave-
nue. Those who are interested in having their garden included 
in next year’s tour or would like to nominate one are being 
asked to email Emily Northey at emily@fortroadfederation.

District plan volunteers—The board took initial steps to 
update its district plan with a brief survey this summer. Those 
who would like to help draft chapters of the plan are asked to 
email emily@fortroadfederation.org. The plan will articulate  
a vision to guide growth and investment in the West Seventh 
area and guide the city in decision-making on a neighborhood 
level. 

Stay in touch—Neighbors are invited to “like” the West 
Seventh/Fort Road Federation on its Facebook page and  
subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website. 

District Council News
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Robbery—Two male suspects used a bolt 

cutter to steal four Apple iPhones from Veri-
zon Wireless, 2034 Ford Pkwy., at 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 6. The caller reported that 
the suspects also threatened to cut him. 

—A robbery at knifepoint was reported 
at Walgreens, 2099 Ford Pkwy., at 7:04 p.m.  
Sunday, October 7.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported at 
the AT&T Store, 2132 Ford Pkwy., at 4:07 p.m. 
Friday, October 12.

Burglary—St. Paul Academy, 1712 Ran-
dolph Ave., was broken into between Septem-
ber 29-October 1.

—Charlie & Violet Photography, 2075 Ford 
Pkwy., was broken into between October 9-11.

—A safe and two vehicles were stolen from 
a residence on the 600 block of South Lexing-
ton Parkway between October 13-16.

—Sakana Sushi & Asian Bistro, 740 S. 
Cleveland Ave., was broken into during the 
evening of October 14-15.

—An apartment break-in was reported on 
the 1200 block of Edgcumbe Road at 6:19 
p.m. Monday, October 15.

—Cold Front, 490 S. Hamline Ave., was 
broken into at 3:30 a.m. Tuesday, October 16.

Theft—A purse was reported stolen at 
the Nook, 492 S. Hamline Ave., at 2:11 a.m.  
Saturday, October 6.

—A backpack, iPad and cellphone were 
stolen at Highland Park High School between 
2:30-4 p.m. Wednesday, October 10. 

—The catalytic converter was stolen from 
a vehicle on the 1300 block of East Maynard 
Drive between October 12-13. 

—A wallet was stolen from a vehicle on 
the 1700 block of Graham Avenue between  
8:10-11:38 p.m. Saturday, October 13.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 2200 block of 
Stewart Avenue between October 14-15.

Weapons—A girl was found to be in pos-
session of an edged weapon at Highland Park 
Middle School at 8:20 a.m. Friday, October 5. 

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—Wilder Center, 451 N. Lexing-

ton Pkwy., was burglarized during the eve-
ning of October 8-9.

Theft—An iPhone, laptop computer, 
handbooks, wallet and other items were sto-
len from a vehicle at Central High School be-
tween 8:33-9:22 p.m. Monday, October 8.

—A 32-year-old man was arrested for 
felony theft of two cellphones at the Midway  
Target at 12:11 p.m. Monday, October 8.

—A purse was stolen from a vehicle at Cen-
tral High School around 9:45 p.m. Thursday, 
October 11.

—A 23-year-old woman was arrested for 
auto theft and a misdemeanor warrant after 
officers stopped a stolen vehicle on Univer-
sity Avenue and Dunlap Street at 3:12 a.m.  
Sunday, October 14. 

Assault—A man was arrested for assault 
and burglary at 1:02 p.m. Friday, October 12, 
at an apartment on the 300 block of North 
Lexington Parkway. A woman reported that 
after she found a $10 bill in the hallway, the 
suspect claimed it was his, entered her apart-
ment uninvited and assaulted her before  
taking  the money.

Weapons—Police were called to Central 
High School regarding a folding knife that 
was recovered from a student at 1:12 p.m. 
Thursday, September 27.

—Gunfire was reported near Central Av-
enue and Dunlap Street at 4:36 p.m. Monday, 
October 8.

Miscellaneous—A male panhandler be-
came verbally aggressive because people were 
not giving him money outside SuperAmerica, 

399 N. Lexington Pkwy., at 1:52 p.m. Sunday, 
October 14. The suspect was banned from the 
store for a year.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Three suspects snatched a 

woman’s purse on the 1500 block of Lincoln 
Avenue at 7:55 p.m. Monday, October 15.

Burglary—Kinderberry Hill, 1457 Grand 
Ave., was burglarized between 10:52-11:30 
p.m. Thursday, October 4.

—A residence on the 2000 block of James 
Avenue was broken into between 11-11:33 
a.m. Monday, October 8.

—Spyhouse Coffee, 420 S. Snelling Ave., was 
broken into at 3:57 a.m. Friday, October 12.

—A garage was broken into and a vehicle 
was stolen on the 100 block of South Snelling 
Avenue during the evening of October 13-14.

—Caribou Coffee, 1817 Randolph Ave., 
was broken into at 4:53 a.m. Monday, Octo-
ber 15.

—The Green Mill and Colossal Cafe on 
Grand and Hamline avenues were broken 
into between 1-4 a.m. Tuesday, October 16. 

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 1800 
block of Lincoln Avenue between October 1-2.

—A laptop computer, glasses, wallet and 
backpack were reported stolen from a vehicle 
on Summit Avenue and Mississippi River 
Boulevard at 11:18 a.m. Friday, October 12.

Mendota Heights
Theft—Items were stolen from three vehi-

cles on the 1000 block of Highway 13 between 
7:07-7:30 p.m. Friday, September 28. Several 
thefts from vehicles also were reported in that 
area the evening of October 8-9.

Miscellaneous—A driver who was stopped 
for speeding admitted to not having a driver’s 
license at 3:07 a.m. Tuesday, October 3, at the 
Super-America on Dakota Drive and Lexing-
ton Avenue. The officer allowed the suspect 
and a passenger to wait for a licensed driver, 
but later observed the suspect driving away 
from the station and arrested him for driving 
after revocation.

—A boy was cited for driving without a 
license and a curfew violation after police 
stopped him for speeding at 1:31 a.m. Sat-
urday, October 6, on Sylvandale Road and  
Woodridge Drive. The owners of the vehicle 
said the boy was supposed to be sleeping over 
for the night and they had no idea he had left 
the residence or taken the vehicle.

—A driver found asleep at the wheel of 
a vehicle that was stopped in the road was  
arrested for DWI at 12:07 a.m. Thursday,  
October 11, on Highway 13 and D Street.

—A wild turkey with an arrow stuck in its 
back has been seen around the city for several 
months. Police said some residents believe the 
turkey should be put out of its misery, while 
others said it was getting along just fine. Police 
decided to let the bird be.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A purse snatching was reported 

on the 1800 block of University Avenue at 
10:20 p.m. Sunday, October 7.

—A robbery at gunpoint occurred on the 
400 block of Lynnhurst Avenue at 10:19 p.m. 
Thursday, October 11.

Burglary—A vehicle was stolen from a 
garage on the 2100 block of Selby Avenue  
between October 7-12.

—A home was burglarized on the 2100 
block of Dayton Avenue between 2:15-3:15 
p.m. Tuesday, October 9.

—A 34-year-old man was arrested for 
burglarizing an occupied apartment on the 
1900 block of University Avenue at 3:35 a.m. 
Thursday, October 11.

—The Black Coffee and Waffle Bar, 2180 
Marshall Ave., was burglarized at 8:08 p.m. 
Friday, October 12.

Theft—A car stereo, prescription glasses 

and sunglasses were stolen from a vehicle on 
the 1700 block of Portland Avenue during the 
evening of September 29-30.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
1800 block of St. Anthony Avenue at 10:17 
a.m. Wednesday, October 3.

—A rape was reported on the 2100 block of 
Selby Avenue at 4:21 p.m. Monday, October 8.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—The Dollar Store, 1420 Univer-

sity Ave., was burglarized during the evening 
of September 30-October 1. Police said the 
suspect hid in a back room until the store 
closed and tried unsuccessfully to open the 
safe.

Theft—An iPhone, medication and cash 
were stolen from a vehicle at the Midway Cub 
Foods between 2-6 a.m. Thursday, October 4.

—An employee was suspected of stealing 
more than $1,000 in items from the Midway 
Walmart at 6:55 p.m. Friday, October 5.

—Theft of items valued at more than $500 
was reported at Office Max, 1490 University 
Ave., at 10:36 a.m. Sunday, October 7.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1300 block of 
Laurel Avenue between October 12-13.

Summit Hill
Burglary—An occupied residence was 

broken into on the 700 block of Osceola Av-
enue at 11:04 p.m. Friday, October 5.

—An apartment was broken into on the 
100 block of South Oxford Street between 
2-9:30 p.m. Saturday, October 13.

Theft—A 47-year-old man was arrested for 
driving a stolen vehicle on Grand Avenue and 
Milton Street at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 2.

—A woman reported on Tuesday, October 
2, that the decorative grill for her teeth was 
stolen from her apartment on the 300 block 
of Grand Avenue.

—More than $500 in merchandise was  
stolen from Fjallraven, 797 Grand Ave., at 
1:10 p.m. Tuesday, October 2.

—A male suspect stole 30 bottles of body 
wash and fled CVS Pharmacy, 1040 Grand 
Ave., at 12:19 p.m. Thursday, October 4.

—A purse was stolen from a vehicle at 
Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., between 
8-10:25 p.m. Sunday, October 7.

—An enclosed trailer was stolen on the 
1000 block of St. Clair Avenue between  
5 a.m.-2:03 p.m. Tuesday, October 9.

—A laptop computer was stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1000 block of Grand Avenue 
around 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 16. 

Summit-University
Burglary—An apartment was broken into 

at Dale Street Place, 313 N. Dale St., between 
2:18-3:33 p.m. Tuesday, October 2.

—A home break-in was reported on the 
700 block of Selby Avenue at 6:18 p.m. Satur-
day, October 13.

—Hand and power tools were stolen from 
a garage on the 500 block of Ashland Avenue 
during the evening of October 14-15.

Theft—Packages were stolen from resi-
dences on the 400 block of Summit Avenue 
on September 29, the 400 block of Portland 
Avenue on October 5 and the 400 block of 
Holly Avenue on October 5.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 200 block 
of Mackubin Street on October 2 and on the 
1000 block of Selby Avenue on October 16.

—A credit card, change and sunglasses 
were stolen from two vehicles on the 300 
block of Pleasant Avenue between 1-2 a.m. 
Saturday, October 6.

—Two Bose speakers were stolen from the 
100 block of Summit Avenue between 5:30- 
6 p.m. Saturday, October 6.

—Money, CDs and other items were stolen 
from a vehicle on the 300 block of Ramsey 
Street during the evening of October 7-8.

—Laptop computers, paperwork and files 

were stolen from two vehicles at the Happy 
Gnome, 498 Selby Ave., between 4-8:07 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 9. A laptop also was report-
ed stolen from a vehicle there between 6-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, October 11.

West End
Robbery—A carjacking at gunpoint was 

reported on the 300 block of West Seventh 
Street at 8:59 p.m. Saturday, October 6.

—A robbery at knifepoint occurred outside 
the Salvation Army, 401 W. Seventh St., at 
8:25 p.m. Sunday, October 14. The victim said 
an unknown male asked him for money for 
bus fare and then demanded all of his money 
and stabbed him in the neck with a switch-
blade when he refused. The victim walked to 
United Hospital with injuries that were not 
life-threatening.

Burglary—A garage was broken into at 
Oxbo Apartments, 202 W. Seventh St., be-
tween 1-1:47 a.m. Friday, October 5. Four 
bicycles also were stolen from that location 
between October 1-9.

Theft—A wallet and gym bag with clothes 
were stolen from a vehicle at Victoria Park 
Apartments, 740 S. Victoria St., between 
10:54-11:38 p.m. Monday, October 1.

—A phone and debit card were stolen on 
the 900 block of Juno Avenue between noon-
3 p.m. Wednesday, October 3.

—A laptop computer and Garmin GPS unit 
were stolen from a vehicle on the 300 block of 
South Osceola Street during the evening of 
October 8-9.

—Vehicles were stolen on October 11-12 
on the 900 block of West Seventh Street and 
the 900 block of Armstrong Avenue.

—A laptop computer and hard drive were 
stolen from a vehicle on the 200 block of West 
Seventh Street between 5-8:50 p.m. Monday, 
October 15.

Assault—A felony assault occurred at Jour-
ney’s School, 90 S. Western Ave., at 12:11 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 2.

Miscellaneous—A suspect in a vehicle was 
impersonating an officer and flashing red and 
blue lights at other vehicles at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
September 30, on I-35E and Shepard Road. 
The driver and passenger were arrested by 
State Patrol on multiple charges.

—A badly decomposed corpse was discov-
ered in a drainage ditch near Randolph Av-
enue and West Seventh Street at 5 p.m. Mon-
day, October 8. The body was identified as 
Joseph Paul Bobo, a homeless man who had 
been missing since April. 

Crime Report

The following local calls were gathered from 
recent reports by the St. Paul Fire Department 
and other sources.

Lexington-Hamline—Bobby Ray Bow-
man, 60, of Columbia Heights was struck 
and killed by a westbound Green Line train 
while trying to cross the tracks at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, October 8, at University Avenue and 
Syndicate Street. Bowman was crossing with 
another man, who was unhurt. Bowman was 
taken to the hospital, where he died shortly 
thereafter.

Merriam Park—A woman was taken to 
the hospital suffering from life-threatening 
injuries after being struck by a vehicle while 
crossing east on Snelling at Laurel Avenue at 
9:55 p.m. Saturday, October 13. The 76-year-
old man driving the vehicle was cited for fail-
ing to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk. 

Snelling-Hamline—A female pedestrian 
was injured in a hit-and-run accident at 1:12 
p.m. Monday, October 1, on Simpson Street 
and University Avenue. A female pedestrian 
also was struck in the hand by a vehicle while 
crossing there at 5:04 p.m. Friday, October 5.

Fire Calls
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Schedule a visit today at HomeEnergySquad.net  
or call 651-328-6220.

If you haven’t had a visit from the Home Energy Squad, chances are your 
home is leaking money. Call us, and we’ll deliver customized energy-savings 
solutions to your front door…and your showerhead, faucets and thermostat. 
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much we can get done in two hours, and your new, more energy-efficient 
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In St. Paul
   we have a long, proud history
   of investing in our kids.

Our challenge is to make sure that every child of every race, gender and 
ability has access to a strong education that prepares them to thrive.

Vote Yes on the Saint Paul Public Schools referendum to: 
	 •Prepare	our	students	for	college	and	career
	 •	Improve	our	middle	schools	to	meet	the	academic,	social,	emotional	and	

developmental needs of students
	 •Increase	counseling	support	for	students
	 •	Bridge	the	funding	gap	in	Special	Education	&	English	Language	Learner	

(ELL)	services

Vote Yes for St. Paul kids on November 6!

www.voteyesforstpaulkids.net Disclaimer: Prepared and paid for by Vote Yes for Schools, 
847	Cook	Avenue	East,	Saint	Paul,	MN 55106.

By Jane McClure

A survey of about 400 neighbors indi-
cates overwhelming support for the 
University of St. Thomas to build 

more on-campus student housing. That was 
not a surprise to members of the West Sum-
mit Neighborhood Advisory Committee 
(WSNAC) who reviewed the survey results 
on October 9. 

However, members of the committee and 
university administration clashed over how 
the housing options were presented in the 
survey. The questions focused on a potential 
mixed-use building at the northwest corner of 
Grand and Cleveland avenues, and not on on-
campus student housing elsewhere. 

Marc Manderscheid, who represents the 
Macalester-Groveland Community Council 
on WSNAC, said constructing new student 
housing elsewhere on campus would allow 
higher building heights and more beds. He 
and others contended that by focusing only 
on one area, the survey was flawed.

“Why are we talking about housing built on 
the perimeter of campus and not closer to the 
traditional center?” asked Union Park District 
Council representative Kyle Dukart. 

St. Thomas officials pushed back, saying 
that the survey’s design was valid and that the 
focus on the Grand block was needed. 

“The university is interested in knowing if 
there is a way, on that block, to make housing 
affordable,” said Janet Swiecichowski, the uni-
versity’s director of public relations. 

St. Thomas’ 2016 campus master plan 
shows two new student apartment buildings 
north of Grand Avenue between Cleveland 
and Finn Street. One would have first-floor 
retail and 112 beds, and the other would have 
140 beds and no retail. This summer, univer-
sity officials said they have not yet decided if 
there would be one building or two.

The survey included specific questions 
about building heights and setbacks for new 
on-campus student housing on that block. 
The university’s 2004 conditional use permit 
that allowed the campus to expand onto the 
two blocks bounded by Summit, Cleveland, 
Grand and Cretin avenues set a minimum 25-
foot setback and maximum three-story height 
for new buildings. However, a 2013 city zon-
ing study resulted in allowing building heights 
of up to four stories just across the street on 
the south side of Grand west of Cleveland. 

Survey respondents were split 55-38 per-
cent on allowing no setbacks for on-campus 
housing north of Grand, with more people 
in support if a building included first-floor 
retail. Sixty-two percent favored a 19-foot set-
back and 55 percent liked the 25-foot setback. 
The response to allowing a five-story building 
for student housing there was split 57-36 per-
cent. A majority favored first-floor retail and 
dining options for a mixed-use building.

The survey follows up a recent directive 
from St. Thomas president Julie Sullivan and 
the university’s board of trustees to explore 
additional campus housing options. 

“The neighborhood really wants to see  
St. Thomas build more housing,” said the 
president’s chief of staff, Amy McDonough. 

She said it is an “immediate priority” to 
have more students living on campus, and 
moving juniors and seniors into new housing 
would free up space in Flynn and Morrison 
halls for sophomores.

“There’s no question that a large number 
of people want the university to build more 
student housing,” said Mark Mellman of the 
Mellman Group, which conducted the survey. 

Seventy-four percent of survey respondents 
said St. Thomas should build more housing. 
That increased to 82 percent if more off-street 
parking was provided in conjunction with the 
housing. 

UST survey says: Build student housing
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By Jane McClure

Patience is wearing thin for the people 
living on Mount Curve Boulevard after 
a summer and fall of street reconstruc-

tion and temporary water service. Residents 
of the stretch between Jefferson and Ran-
dolph avenues may not know until this week 
if the underground water main is safe to use 
again. And even if the water main passes bac-
teria tests, residents will still have to wait sev-
eral days for water service to be restored and 
the street to be repaved.

With temperatures already dipping below 
freezing at night, neighbors are worried about 
the water flowing through the temporary hos-
es that are strung along the right-of-way. They 
are wondering whether their street and side-
walks will be restored before winter sets in.

Representatives of St. Paul Regional Water 
Services and the St. Paul Department of Pub-
lic Works said they are doing all they can to 
make sure the water line is safe before com-
pleting the street project. After the water main 
failed a seventh water quality test on October 
16, an eighth test was conducted and the re-
sults of that test were due late last week after 
the deadline for this Villager.

“We understand your frustration that the 
work is not yet completed,” St. Paul Regional 
Water Services stated in a letter to neighbors. 
“However, it is absolutely paramount that the 
main passes water quality tests before it is 
placed back into service.”

Staff from Public Works, the water util-
ity and street project contractor Forest Lake 
Contracting met on October 16 to discuss 
the next steps to be taken. A more aggressive 
form of water-line sanitizing was initiated on 
October 17. Water utility staff also sent a de-
vice called a “pig” through the line to aid in 
the cleaning process.

The four blocks of Mount Curve Boulevard 
have been torn up since June. The project 
started under a cloud last year when bou-
levard ash trees in the area were clear-cut in 
anticipation of the project. 

“It’s getting pretty tiresome,” said Adam 
Schletz. His family, which includes four chil-
dren age 11 and younger, have had to park 
their car on another street for many days. Not 
being able to use their own driveway resulted 
in a vehicle break-in one night. The family has 
also had trouble getting trash and recycling 
picked up.  

“It’s been a very difficult summer and fall,” 
said Mount Curve resident Padraic McGuire. 
Heavy rains have wreaked havoc with the 
street work, dislocating a section of curb at one 
point. Vehicles have also gotten stuck in the 
mud. “It’s just been one thing after another,” 
McGuire said. “People are sick of it.”

“It’s bad enough to have old sewer pipes and 
bricks sitting in our yard for long periods of 
time, but we really worry that the work won’t 
get done before cold weather sets in,” Schletz 
said.

The reconstruction of Mount Curve is part 
of phase one of the two-year Woodlawn-
Jefferson residential street reconstruction 
project. Other streets in the first phase are al-
most done, according to Public Works project 
manager Barb Mundahl. The city’s contract 
with the construction company ends on Oc-
tober 31, Mundahl said, and the four-block 
stretch of Mount Curve is the only area where 
a water main has not passed muster.

When a new water main is installed, it is 
flushed with a chlorinated solution, according 
to Graeme Chaple of the St. Paul water utility. 
Then water is run through the line and tested. 
The water must pass 12 of 12 bacteria tests, 
or the water main cannot be put into service.

Most water mains are deemed safe after one 
or two flushing processes and tests, “but every 
year we seem to have one water line that needs 
a number of tests,” Chaple said. 

It is not clear what is causing the problems 
for the Mount Curve water main. “There can 
be a lot of variables,” Chaple said. The water 
utility takes the utmost precautions when 
installing water mains, he added, including 
capping the ends of pipes. However, Mount 
Curve neighbors wonder whether mud got 
into a piece of pipe during one of the rain de-
lays. 

The work should move quickly once the 
water main passes its test, according to Mun-
dahl. It will then take a few days to connect 
every home’s water service. The street will 
then be graded, curbs poured, more utility 
work done and the street paved. 

The city intends to restore driveway aprons 
and sidewalks before winter. That work 
should be done by October 31, but it could 
extend until Thanksgiving. If concrete can-
not be poured, temporary asphalt aprons and 
sidewalks will go in, Mundahl said. The new 
boulevard trees and sod will be planted next 
spring.

Mount Curve repaving project 
runs up against winter deadline
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/October 24
a Chili Fundraiser for the benefit 
of the firefighters of Station No. 19 will be 
held from 4-6 p.m. at Highlands of St. Paul, 
1925 Norfolk Ave. Enjoy several of the 
best chili recipes around along with fixin’s, 
cornbread, fruit and dessert. The cost is $5. 
For reservations, call 651-699-4038.

A turkey dinner with all of the fixin’s 
will be served at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 700 Wesley Lane in Mendota 
Heights. Roast turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, green beans, coleslaw, fresh 
rolls, cranberry sauce and pie will be served 
with seatings at 4:30, 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
Meal tickets are $14, $6 for children ages 
3-10. Take-out dinners may be ordered for 
pickup at 5 and 6 p.m. Reservations are a 
must. Call 651-452-5683.

“Challenging Islamophobia” 
will be addressed by Council for American-
Islamic Relations executive director Jaylani 
Hussein in a free program at 6:30 p.m. on 
the lower level of St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 60 N. Kent St.

A full moon walk through the park 
to Coldwater Springs will be led by the 
Friends of Coldwater beginning at 7 p.m. in 
the parking lot just east of the intersection 
of Hiawatha Avenue and 54th Street in 
Minneapolis. Visit friendsofcoldwater.org.

Thursday/October 25
WORLD WAR I and how the strategic 
mistakes of the victorious allies laid the 
foundation for World War II will be 
discussed by author Geoffrey Wawro in 
a history roundtable from 7-9 p.m. in the 
Visitor Center at Historic Fort Snelling. 
Admission is $5, free for students and 
veterans. Call 612-726-1171.

Friday/October 26
Household Hazardous Waste 
will be collected free of charge by Ramsey 
County from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. today and from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday, October 27, in 
the parking lot of the Highland Ice Arena, 
800 S. Snelling Ave.

St. Mark’s will celebrate Oktoberfest 
from 5-7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of the 
Catholic grade school on Dayton and Prior 
avenues. A supper of traditional German 
food will be served. Craft beer and wine will 
be available. Games will be played in the 
gym, and a costume contest for children will 
begin at 7 p.m. Visit markerspride.com.

Saturday/October 27
St. Luke Lutheran will present its 
34th annual Fall Bazaar from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
at the church, 1807 Field Ave. Featured 
will be a rummage sale, craft and bake sale, 
raffle and refreshments. Call 651-698-9443.

The Nautical Model Shipbuilders 
Society will hold its 12th annual show from 
11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Merriam Park 
Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Models of ships 
from various periods in maritime history 
will be displayed, including an intricately 
carved replica of the 1628 Swedish warship 
Vasa. Admission is free.

A booya will be served from 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. at the Mendota VFW Post 6690, 1323 
Sibley Memorial Hwy. Hot dogs and pie will 

also be sold, and a book and bake sale will 
be held throughout the day.

Sunday/October 28
The American Red Cross will 
be accepting blood donations from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Temple of Aaron, 
616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. Walk-
ins are welcome, but reservations are 
recommended. Visit redcrossblood.org or 
call 800-733-2767.

An Octoberfest Luncheon of 
schnitzel, sauerkraut, spareribs, German 
potato salad, Black Forest cake and more 
will be served at 1 p.m. at the Virginia Street 
Church, Selby Avenue and Virginia Street. 
Meal tickets are $8, $5 for seniors and 
children under age 12. Call 651-774-4149.  

The St. Paul Hiking Club will gather 
for a five-mile hike stepping out at 2:30 p.m. 
from the Tavern on Grand, 656 Grand Ave. 
New members are welcome. Call Sharon at 
651-207-5926.

Tuesday/October 30
Parenting classes for moms and 
dads and their children, infants to 5 years 
old, will meet from 9-11 a.m. on Thursdays, 
today through December 18, at St. Mark’s 
School, 1983 Dayton Ave. The Early 
Catholic Family Life sessions begin with 
play time with faith-related objects that fit 
the weekly theme. At snack time, parents 
attend a separate facilitated discussion about 
family life. For more information, contact 
Emily Overhaug at 651-644-5030 or emily.
overhaug@markerspride.com.

Pax Conversational Salon will 
revisit the trial of Roger Cuthbertson and 
Molly Wetherall for protesting the killing 
of Philando Castile from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
Mississippi Market, 1500 W. Seventh St. 
Cuthbertson will be there to tell about the 
trial, their acquittal and his thoughts on 
justice. Admission is free, though donations 
are welcome. Call 651-227-3228.

Friday/November 2
Fare for all will distribute fresh 
produce and frozen meat from 10 a.m.-
noon at the West Seventh Community 
Center, 265 Oneida St. Holiday packs with 
a variety of meat, green beans and apple 
pie will be available for $30. Cash, credit 
or debit cards are accepted. Volunteers are 
needed to help load boxes in customers’ 
cars. Call 651-298-5493.

The First Friday Luncheon at 
the University of St. Thomas will feature 
talks by former gubernatorial candidate 
Tom Horner and TPT political reporter 
Mary LaHammer. The program begins with 
registration at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch 
at noon in Woulfe Alumni Hall in Anderson 
Student Center. Tickets are $35, parking 
included. Visit alumni.stthomas.edu.

Emotions Anonymous, a 12-step 
program for people who are seeking help in 
dealing with daily stress, is offered at 7 p.m. 
today and every Friday at the Twin Cities 
Friends Meetinghouse, 1725 Grand Ave. 
Everyone is welcome. There are no required 
fees. For information, call Paul at 651-402-
6774 or visit emotionsanonymous.org.

Saturday/November 3
A Fall Makers Market, an art and 
craft sale featuring local vendors, will take 
place from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Henry Sibley 
High School, 1897 Delaware Ave., Mendota 
Heights. Admission is free.

The Ku Klux Klan and the American 
Political Tradition will be discussed by New 
York University history professor Linda 
Gordon in a 90-minute forum beginning at 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. today at the Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd.  
Author of The Second Coming of the KKK, 
Gordon will focus on the racial terrorist 
group that rose up in the early 1920s and 
eventually numbered 4-6 million members. 
Tickets are $16. For more information or to 

register, visit cart.mnhs.org or call 651- 
259-3000.

Sunday/November 4
The St. Paul Hiking Club will gather 
for a five-mile hike stepping out at 2:30 p.m. 
in Hidden Falls Park. New members are 
welcome. For more information, call Sharon 
at 651-207-5926.

The Lex-Ham Neighborhood will 
hold its annual meeting and potluck supper 
from 6-8 p.m. at St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church, 1111 Summit Ave. Local residents 
are invited to bring a dish to share and join 
in a celebration of the past year. New board 
members will be elected, neighborhood 
awards presented and a silent auction and 
raffle held. Visit lexham.org. 

Tuesday/November 6
The St. Paul Camera Club will hold 
its monthly salon, critiquing color prints 
and photojournalism, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. in Otto Hall of the Gardens building at 
Episcopal Homes, 1860 University Ave.

“Beyond Multiculturalism: 
Educational Justice for a Pluralistic Society” 
will be addressed by Professor Emerita 
Christine Sleeter of California State 
University in a free program at 7 p.m. in the 
ballroom of Kagin Commons at Macalester 
College. Call 651-696-6302.

Wednesday/November 7
World War I’s impact on the law 
will be explored by Marshall H. Tanick of 
the Minneapolis law firm of Meyer Njus 
Tanick from noon-1 p.m. in Courtroom 
430 at Landmark Center. Guests are invited 
to bring a bag lunch. Light refreshments 
will be provided. Admission is free, but 
reservations are required. Call 651-292-
3063 or email fsmith@landmarkcenter.org.

Freedom Song, an original musical 
that examines the impact of addiction on 
families, will be performed by current and 
past residents of Beit T’Shuvah, a Jewish 
treatment program in Los Angeles, from 
7-8:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
Sponsored by the Jewish Family Service of 
St. Paul (JFS), the production also provides 
an inside look at the process of recovery. A 
discussion with the cast will follow. Tickets 
are $10. Visit jfssp.org or call 651-698-0767.

Thursday/November 8
Historic St. Paul will celebrate 20 
years of accomplishments and the people 
who helped make it happen from 6-8:30 
p.m.  at the University Club, 420 Summit 
Ave. The benefit will include a live auction. 
Tickets are $50, which includes appetizers 
and beverages. Visit historicsaintpaul.org.

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter will 
hold a neighborhood forum on smart 
government and the city’s work toward 
equity from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Highland 
Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 

The Plots to Assassinate Hitler 
will be discussed by author Danny Orbach 
in a World War II history roundtable from 
7-9 p.m. in the Visitor Center at Historic 
Fort Snelling. Admission is $5, free for 
students and veterans. Call 612-726-1171.

A treat for all ages. William Thomas, 1, dressed up for a Halloween story 
and play hour on October 16 at the Minnesota Veterans Home in Minneapolis. Shown 
behind him are residents Tony Kartes and Doug Muesling. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Gateway Bank’s 13th annual

745 Market Street 
Mendota Heights, MN 55118 
(651) 209-4800

4530 France Ave. S., 
Edina, MN 55410 
(952) 465-3890www.gateway-banking.com

Saturday, October 27th 9 a.m. - Noon
Fall Festival

at Gateway Bank in Mendota Heights.

Free pumpkins, face painting, JoJo the 
balloon guy, treats and more!

While supplies last*

*

%
APY

**

15 MONTH CD
2.00

18 MONTH CD

%
APY2.25 **

FALL CD SPECIALS

** Annual Percentage Yield for the certificate of deposits on daily balances of $1,000 or more. Minimum balance of $1,000 to open the certificate. 
Penalty for early withdrawal. APY is accurate as of 10/22/2018.  Rates are subject to change. Fees could reduce earnings on account.

Thursday, November 1, 7–9 p.m.
Carol P. Christ: “Sophia, Goddess and  

Feminist Spirituality: Imagining a Future” 
Hamline University, Anderson Center

Friday, November 2, 7:30–9 p.m.
Judith Plaskow: “Jewish Feminism  

in a Post-Feminist Age”
Mt. Zion Temple, Saint Paul 

Saturday, November 3, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
25th Anniversary of Re-imagining

Carol P. Christ and Judith Plaskow:  
“Reimagining Goddess and God in the World”

Hamline University, Anderson Center

Register: hamline.edu/Mahle18

MAHLE LECTURE SERIES 
25th Anniversary of  
Re-Imagining

Those who are still looking for some-
thing to do this Halloween may want 
to check out these local events:

Gangster Ghost Tours will return from 
6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 24, at Land-
mark Center. Tickets are $10 and space is  
limited. Register at 651-292-3063.

The Horace Mann Boo Bash will be held 
from 5-8 p.m. Thursday, October 25, at the 
school, 2001 Eleanor Ave. Enjoy games, re-
freshments, a “bootique,” neon funhouse and 
haunted house. Parents can bring smaller 
children between 5-6:30 p.m. for a lighter 
fright. Email hmboobash@gmail.com.

Heist, a performance of mystery and magic 
about the secrets we keep and the stories we 
tell, will be staged by Sparkle Theatricals at 
6:30 and 8 p.m. October 25 through Novem-
ber 3 at the Off-Leash Art Box, 4200 E. 54th 
St., Minneapolis. Tickets for the 50-minute 
show are $15-$30. Visit sparkletheatricals.org.

Shadows and spirits will stalk the halls of 
the state Capitol during tours on the half-hour 
from 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, 
25-27. The cost is $12-$15. Call 651-259-3015.

Victorian seances will be explored dur-
ing programs on the hour between 8-11 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday, October 25-27, 
at the Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. Ex-
change St. The program is suitable for those 
ages 16 and older. The cost is $20-$22. Call 
651-296-8760.

The Barebones Halloween Outdoor Pup-
pet Extravaganza will be presented for the 
25th year at 7 p.m. October 26-28 and 31 in 
Hidden Falls Park. The shows feature illumi-
nated puppets, stilt walkers, fire performers, 
aerialists and a live orchestra. Donations are 
suggested. Visit barebonespuppets.org.

Trick-or-Treat in Highland will be held 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, October 26, in 
Highland Village. Kids are being encouraged 
to dress in costume and visit businesses that 

will be handing out treats. Call 651-699-9042.
Halloween parties will be hosted by the St. 

Paul Department of Parks and Recreation on 
Friday, October 26, from 6-8 p.m. at the Pal-
ace Recreation Center, 781 Palace Ave., and 
from 6-9 p.m. at the Merriam Park Recreation 
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. Kids are invit-
ed to come in costume and celebrate Hallow-
een with games, crafts and more. Admission 
is free. Visit stpaul.gov/halloween.

Gateway Bank, 745 Market St. in Mendota 
Heights, will give away pumpkins and treats, 
and entertain kids with face painting and bal-
loon animals, during its 13th annual fall fes-
tival from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, October 27. 
Call 651-209-4800.

The Monster Dash half-marathon and 
10-mile run will begin at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
October 27, from the Cathedral of St. Paul. A 
10K and 5K will also take place at 8:30 and 
9:30 a.m., respectively, at CHS Field in Low-
ertown. Entertainment and costume contests 
are included. Visit minnesotamonster.com. 

The Great Pumpkin Halloween Celebra-
tion will take place from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Oc-
tober 28, at Landmark Center. The free fam-
ily festival will include a kids’ DJ, Brodini the 
magician, crafts, treats and a costume parade. 
Call 651-292-3063.

Pearson’s Candy Company, 2140 W. Sev-
enth St., will hold its seventh annual Hallow-
een Bash from 4-7 p.m. Tuesday, October 30. 
There will be Halloween crafts and games, a 
photo booth, balloon artists, face painters and 
a giant slide. Candy will be sold by the pound 
to support the Ronald McDonald House.

The Mendota Heights Halloween bonfire 
will be held from 7-9 p.m. Wednesday, Oc-
tober 31, in the vacant lot behind the Men-
dota Plaza Shopping Center. Oak pallets from 
nearby developments will be used for the 
bonfire, so people will not be allowed to bring 
brush to the site this year.

Scare up a little Halloween fun
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On the Town

Roseville Skating Center
NOVEMBER 3-11, 2018

Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4, M-F 10-8:30

  •  •  FR E E •  150 Artists •  Easy Parking •  •
peggysholidayboutique.com

Peggy’s Holiday
Fine Arts & CrAFt show

  
Coupon

OFFER EXPIRES 11/8/18 

Cleveland at St. Clair

651690-1846
snuffysmaltshops.com

Buy One, Get One

Regular Size Burger         
$3 off$3 off

All aboard the Union Depot Bar & 
Grill. The St. Paul restaurant opened 
in June in the head house of the 

historic railroad station at 214 E. Fourth St., 
and though business has been picking up, 
according to manager Molly Ruhoff, there’s 
room for more. 

My wife Mecca and I and our friend Mike 
stopped by on a recent Thursday during the 
Union Depot’s 3-6 p.m. happy hour, and 
there were only nine other diners taking 
advantage of the bar and grill’s “$2 off apps, 
taps & rails.” Although the atmosphere was 
less than intimate, sitting as we were in the 
middle of the cavernous head house, the 
quality of the food and the enthusiasm of the 
servers warranted a steady stream of patrons, 
especially from those who are looking for a 
quick and economical snack and beverage 
after work. 

Kaskaid Hospitality signed a deal with the 
Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority 
to provide food service at the Union Depot 
in August 2016. Christos Greek Restaurant 
had closed its operation there three months 
earlier, so diners had to wait a full two years 
for sit-down service to return to the head 
house. Meanwhile, Union Depot Bar & 
Grill’s kitchen and mezzanine underwent 
$2 million in renovations and Kaskaid 
Hospitality got its Crave Catering and Events 
operation up and running at the depot’s five 
indoor and two outdoor event venues. 

St. Paul’s majestic Union Depot first 
opened in 1926, and in the years before the 
Great Depression and during World War II 
more than 20,000 railroad passengers and 
close to 275 trains passed through it each 
day. However, the neoclassical building was 
practically vacant when the last passenger 
train left the station in 1971. Since then, 
a long list of restaurants tried and mostly 
quickly failed to find a steady clientele in the 
head house, including Spazzo, the Criterion, 
Gordon’s, Big Daddy’s and Leeann Chin.

Christos was an outlier. Its owner, Gus 
Parpas, recognized that the restaurant was a 
sideshow. Most of his business would come 
from the various spaces in the building that 
hosted events. His vision kept Christos in 
business at Union Depot for 20 years.

Ramsey County’s $243 million 
renovation of Union Depot in 2012 and 
its transformation as a transit hub serving 
Amtrak, several Metro Transit bus routes, 
the light-rail Green Line, and Greyhound, 
Megabus and Jefferson Lines long-distance 
bus service has not tipped the balance in 
favor of restaurant operations. However, as 
long as the catering business thrives, that 
probably won’t matter.

“Catering is going very well,” Ruhoff said. 
“We have events every weekend.”

Our supper at the Union Depot began with 
the dry rub Grilled Chicken Wings appetizer 
(normally $13.95). The nine drummies and 
wings came with dressing and a garnish 
of carrots, celery and onions. Mike and I 
thought the wings were excellent: crisp on 
the outside, moist on the inside and nicely 
seasoned.

For his entrée, Mike ordered the Steak 
Frites ($19.95), three large medallions of 
beef with béarnaise sauce, fries and grilled 
asparagus. He was very pleased with his 
steak, which he ordered medium rare. 
I shared a piece. It was tender and tasty. 
However, the big surprise were the fries. The 
generous portion arrived in a large metal cup 
set on Mike’s platter. He said they were so 
scrumptious he didn’t need any ketchup.

“Blasphemy!” I shot back, before trying 
some without the sauce. 

Mike was right. The fries had a slight 
sour cream and onion flavor and just the 
right amount of salt. In fact, they were the 
best fries I’ve had this year, and I’ve had 
some highly touted ones. The Union Depot 
Bar & Grill offers Truffle Fries ($5.95) as 
an appetizer. At $2 off during happy hour, 
they’re well worth the calories.

Mecca went with the Union Salmon Salad 
($16.95), a combination of grilled salmon, 
mixed greens, smoked gouda, fennel, 
candied nuts and apple cider vinaigrette. She 
mentioned how much she liked the fennel, 
but I was impressed with the size and flavor 
of the salmon. It tasted as though it had just 

come from off a beach in Washington state.
My Asian Grilled Chicken Salad ($16.95) 

was as pretty as a Christmas tree with Asian 
slaw, green onions, red peppers, shredded 
carrots, chopped peanuts and a sesame 
miso vinaigrette. Maybe it was how much 

I liked the other entrées, but mine paled in 
comparison. The chicken tasted a tad too 
processed and the dressing needed a boost.

I ordered a bowl of the Tomato Basil Soup 
($5.95) as well. It was fine, but nothing to 
get excited about. The soup may have even 
been too thick, if you can believe that. Mecca 
concurred.

On the other hand, the Chocolate Mosaic 
Cake ($8.95) was amazing. Though it 
wasn’t made in house, the light and crunchy 
layers of cake with raspberry whipped 
cream was delightful. After several recent 
disappointments in the dessert department, 
it restored our faith in humankind’s ability to 
tempt us with sugar.

Ruhoff favors the Pork Dumplings ($6.95) 
as an appetizer and the Impossible Veggie 
Burger ($14.95) as an entrée. “I’m not a 
vegetarian,” she said, “but I think it’s great.”

I’ll take Ruhoff ’s word on the veggie 
burger, but that won’t bring me back to 
the Union Depot Bar & Grill. The Pork 
Dumplings, on the other hand, easily could, 
especially during happy hour.

Grandeur for gourmands: Make 
tracks for Union Depot Bar & Grill 

Hot Dish
By Morgan 

   Smith

Union 
Depot 
Bar & 
Grill lies 
at the 
heart 
of the 
majestic 
head 
house of 
St. Paul’s
historic
railroad
station.

Union Depot Bar & Grill’s Tomato Avocado Flatbread, with a pint of lager to wash it down 
during happy hour.  photos by brad stauffer
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Theater
The Agitators, a play by Mat Smart about 
the tempestuous friendship of civil rights 
activist Frederick Douglass and women’s 
rights advocate Susan B. Anthony, will be 
performed at 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, October 25-28, 
on the proscenium stage at Park Square 
Theatre, 20 W. Seventh Place. Emily Gunyou 
Halaas and Mikell Sapp star. Tickets are 
$25-$60 with discounts for seniors, military 
personnel and those under age 30. Call 651-
291-7005.

The Great Society, part two in playwright 
Robert Schenkkan’s trilogy about the turbu
lent presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson, will 
be performed at 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday, October 25-
28, at the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. 
The drama revisits the war on poverty, the 
conflict in Vietnam and the struggle for civil 
rights for an exhilarating portrait of political 
power, morality and societal change. Tickets 
are $25-$56 with discounts for seniors and 
students. Call 651-292-4323.

The Last Schwartz, a comedy-drama by 
Deborah Zoe Laufer that explores Jewish 
identity and cultural continuity in a 
family of four siblings, is playing through 
November 11 on the Minnesota Jewish 
Theatre Company’s stage at the Highland 
Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
Directed by Warren C. Bowles, the play stars 
Laura Stearns Adams, Matt Sciple, Heidi 
Fellner, Corey Dinardo, Damian Leverett and 
Emily Dussault. The curtain rises at 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, 1 p.m. Sundays, and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Tickets are $23-
$38. Call 651-647-4315.

The Candidate, a madcap farce about the 
absurdity of politics today, will be performed 
by Dangerous Productions at 6:30 p.m. 
Sundays, October 28 and November 4, at 
Can Can Wonderland, 755 N. Prior Ave. 
The interactive comedy centers around the 
campaign of a city council candidate and the 
dangers of dark money and a homogenous 
voting base. Tickets are whatever you feel 
they are worth plus a $2 cover charge. Visit 
dangerousproductions.org. 

Books
Happiness Is A Choice You Make: Lessons 
From a Year Among the Oldest Old will be 
discussed by its author, John Leland, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 24, at Temple of Aaron, 
616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. A reporter 
for the New York Times, Leland spent a year 
with six very elderly people, an experience 
that upended his attitude about aging. The 
program is free and open to all. Musical 
guests Sanford Moore and Dennis Spears will 
perform before Leland’s talk.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play 
host to free readings and discussions with 
Gretchen Anthony and her debut novel, 
Evergreen Tidings from the Baumgartners, 7 
p.m. October 24; poets Charlie Bondhus, 
Kris Bigalk, James Cihlar and Roy Guzman, 
7 p.m. October 27; and Jeffrey Brown and 
book three in his graphic novel series, Lucy 
and Andy Neanderthal: Bad to the Bones, 1 
p.m. October 28. Call 651-493-2791.

Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave., 
will play host to free readings and discussions 
with authors Gary Eldon Peter and his short-
story collection, Oranges, 7 p.m. October 26; 
Lindsay B. Nauen and her book, No Quick 
Fixes: A Fitness Journey for the Real World, 7 
p.m. October 27; Larry Millett and his book, 
Metropolitan Dreams: The Scandalous Rise 
and Stunning Fall of a Minneapolis Master­

piece, 7 p.m. October 30; and Gary Lindberg 
and Letters from Elvis, based on hundreds of 
letters Presley wrote to his spiritual guide, 7 
p.m. November 7. Call 651-225-8989.

The impact of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
since the novel’s publication 150 years ago 
will be addressed on October 29-31 with 
a film, two lectures and a reading at the 
University of St. Thomas. Free and open to 
the public, the series includes a screening and 
discussion of the film Spirit of the Beehive at 
5:30 p.m., Monday, October 29, in the 3M 
Auditorium of Owens Science Hall; a lecture 
by Dr. Jerry Husak on “The Biology Behind 
and Ahead of Frankenstein” at noon Tuesday, 
October 30, in the Iversen Hearth Room 
in Anderson Student Center; “Reflections 
on Frankenstein, Film and Black Atlantic 
Autobiography” with Dr. Joel Pace at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 30, in the Iversen Hearth 
Room in Anderson Student Center; and a 
reading of Frankenstein in its entirety from 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday, October 31, in the 
O’Shaughnessy Room of O’Shaughnessy-
Frey Library. Call 651-962-5600.

Twin Cities author and photographer 
Wing Young Huie will discuss his new book, 
Chinese-ness: The Meanings of Identity and 
the Nature of Belonging, in free programs 
from 7-9 p.m. Tuesday, October 30, at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd., and from 7-8 p.m. Monday, November 
5, at Open Book, 1011 Washington Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. New photography by Huie 
that explores his identity as a Minnesotan of 
Chinese descent is being displayed through 
November 11 at the Minnesota History 
Center (651-259-3000).

“F. Scott Fitzgerald, the Great War and 
American Memory” will be addressed by 
historian Laura Iandola in a free program at 
4 p.m. Sunday, November 4, at the University 

Club, 420 Summit Ave. Hosted by Fitzgerald 
in St. Paul, the FitzFirst@Four program will 
mark the 100th anniversary of the Armistice 
ending World War I, a conflict that the St. 
Paul author recounted in his 1936 short story, 
“I Didn’t Get Over,” among others.

Music 
Not Just Dvorak: The Composers of 
Bohemia will be addressed in a four-week 
lecture series offered from 10 a.m.-noon on 
Wednesdays, October 24 through November 
14, at House of Hope Presbyterian Church, 
797 Summit Ave. Sponsored by the Friends 
of the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the 
sessions are taught by musicologist Daniel 
Freeman. The cost is $35 per class or $120 for 
the series. Visit friendsofthespco.org.
“Things That Go Bump in the Night,” four 
nights of haunting music, bone-chilling 
commissions and spine-tingling stories, will 
be presented by the Zeitgeist new music 
ensemble on October 25-28 at Studio Z, 275 
E. Fourth St., Suite 200. Highlights of the 
Halloween festival include the premieres of 
new compositions by Daniel Nass, Dameun 
Strange and Doug Opel; ghost stories told by 
Loren Niemi, Debra Ting and Laura Packer; 
electronic music sets by Queen Drea, DeVon 
Russell Gray and Dameun Strange; the 
screening of a horror film with a live score; 
and the return of the musical “Crocus Hill 
Ghost Story.” Tickets are $15 and $10 per 
night, $40 for a festival pass. Call 651- 
755-1600 or visit zeitgeistnewmusic.org.
Israeli-American cellist Amit Peled will 
join the Minnesota Sinfonia in two free 
concerts at 7 p.m. Friday, October 26, at First 
Covenant Church, 1280 Arcade St., and at 
2 p.m. Sunday, October 28, at the Basilica 
of St. Mary in Minneapolis. The program, 

titled “My Jewish Journey,” will feature David 
Popper’s Hungarian Rhapsody, Joachim 
Stutschewsky’s Hasidic Suite and Max Bruch’s 
Kol Nidrei along with the world premiere 
of Sergey Khvoshchinsky’s Polechka “Little 
Polka,” Hadyn’s Symphony No. 96 “Miracle,” 
and Sinfonia conductor Jay Fishman’s 
“Yizkor for Mom.”

Pianist Ivan Konev will celebrate the release 
of his first solo CD, “Bridges,” in recital at 7 
p.m. Saturday, October 27, at Sundin Music 
Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. The program of 
classical music will feature personal favorites 
by American and Russian composers of 
the 20th and 21st centuries, including 
Ned Rorem, John Corigliano and Igor 
Yakushenko. Tickets are $8 and $15. Visit 
hamline.edu/konev or call 651-523-2459.

Broadway giants Adam Pascal and Anthony 
Rapp will share the stage on Saturday, Oc
tober 27, in an acoustic show featuring the 
Broadway and pop hits that have influenced 
their lives. The music will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Ordway Concert Hall. Capping the 
evening will be a few hits from Rent, where 
their 20-year friendship began. Tickets are 
$44-$85. Call 651-224-4222.

“Goblins and Ghouls,” a hair-raising concert 
for the whole family, will be presented by the 
Seward Concert Band at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
October 27, in the auditorium of Sanford 
Middle School, 3524 42nd Ave. S. in Min
neapolis. Admission is by donation with $6 
suggested, $5 for seniors, $4 for children. A 
costume contest will be part of the fun.

Capital City Brass Quintet will present “The 
Singer’s Heart,” a program of brass music 
rooted in song, at 3 p.m. Sunday, October 
28, at Olivet Congregational Church, 1850 
Iglehart Ave. Works by Puccini, Calvert and 
Freddie Mercury will be played along with 
arrangements of folk songs, spirituals and 
rock classics. Admission is free.

The University Singers will be joined by 
British countertenor Ryland Angel and 
guitarist Nels Cline of the band Wilco in 
concert at 4 p.m. Sunday, October 28, in 
Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 S. 4th St. in 
Minneapolis. The program includes the 
premiere of “The Call,” a multi-movement 
work by Angel and Cline that explores the 
roots of human cooperation, and Jonathan 
Dove’s “The Passing of the Year” with guest 
pianist Paul Shaw.

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale and 
orchestra will perform Mozart’s Requiem 
Mass for All Souls’ Day on Friday, November 
2. The music will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Church of St. Agnes, 535 Thomas Ave. Visit 
catholicchorale.org.

Mother Banjo, South Minneapolis artist 
Ellen Stanley’s Americana band, will cele
brate the release of its new album, “Eyes on 
the Sky,” at 7:30 p.m. Friday, November 2, 
at Hook & Ladder Theater & Lounge, 3010 
Minnehaha Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Sharing 
the stage will be Minneapolis songwriter 
Vicky Emerson, who will be releasing her 
new album, “Steady Heart.” Special guest is 
Hayley Rydell of the Lowland Lakers. Tickets 
are $12 in advance, $20 on the day of show. 
Visit ticketfly.com.

Richard Marx, the Grammy-winning pop-
rock musician, will bring his national “Dance 
With My Father” tour to St. Paul’s Fitzgerald 
Theater for one show at 8 p.m. Saturday, 
November 3. Tickets are available at the 
Fitzgerald box office at 10 E. Exchange St., by 
calling 800-514-3849 or visiting etix.com.

The Bakken Trio will perform “Three B’s” at 
4 p.m. Sunday, November 4, at the MacPhail 
Center for Music, 501 S. Second St. in 
Minneapolis. The program includes Bach’s 
Sonata for Violin and Piano in A Major, 

Bright lights, small town. Grand Opening, an adaptation of Jon Hassler’s 
novel about the light and dark sides of small-town life, is playing through November 4 
at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The most autobiographical of 
Hassler’s works, the story opens in 1945 when a family moves from Minneapolis to rural 
Minnesota to run a grocery store. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturdays and 2 
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $22 with discounts for seniors and students. Call 612-333-3010.
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Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult

The Art Academy
651-699-1573 • theartacademy.net
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Naturally Beautiful
Flowers & Plants

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

651-291-2655
LeitnersStPaul.com

945 Randolph Ave St. Paul

SelbyatSnelling.org

Experience the specials in fashion, vintage, florals, 
gifts, sports, snacks, beverages, dinners, & more 
on this fun evening. Dozens of neighborhood 
shops on Selby Avenue from Fairview to Dunlap, 
and on Snelling Avenue from 
Hague to Dayton.

SelbyatSnelling.org

SHOP BY CANDLELIGHT is coming!
Thursday, November 8, from 5 to 8 pm  

Selby at Snelling neighborhood

Experience the specials in fashion, vintage, florals, 
gifts, sports, snacks, beverages, dinners, & more  
on this fun evening. Dozens of neighborhood shops  
on Selby Avenue from Fairview to Dunlap, and on
Snelling Avenue from Hague to Dayton.

Mark your calendar.  
Bring your friends.

SelbyatSnelling.org

SHOP BY CANDLELIGHT is coming!
Thursday, November 8, from 5 to 8 pm  

Selby at Snelling neighborhood

Experience the specials in fashion, vintage, florals, 
gifts, sports, snacks, beverages, dinners, & more  
on this fun evening. Dozens of neighborhood shops  
on Selby Avenue from Fairview to Dunlap, and on
Snelling Avenue from Hague to Dayton.

Mark your calendar.  
Bring your friends.

Joint U.S. Premiere 

THE GREAT WAR SYMPHONY
by Patrick Hawes

Jennifer Olson, soprano
Nicholas Chalmers, tenor

Oratorio Society of Minnesota Chorus
University of Minnesota Men’s and Women’s ChoirsUniversity of Minnesota Men’s and Women’s Choirs

Symphony Orchestra 
Helen Jensen, organ

Matthew Mehaffey, conductor

Additional works for U of M Wind Ensemble, chorus, 
orchestra and organ by Rob Wiffin, David Zabriskie, 

Marcel Dupré, Ralph Vaughan Williams 
and Gustav Holst (arr. Geoff Knorr)and Gustav Holst (arr. Geoff Knorr)

Oratorio Society of Minnesota, 
U of M School of Music, and Northrop Present

World War I Armistice Centenary Concert
Presented in collaboration with the U of M 
Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost

Sun, Nov 11, 4:00 pm
Tickets:  northrop.umn.edu

LEST WE FORGET
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Medica. The first word in Medicare.
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»  NO SURPRISES –  Predictable medical coverage costs and benefits that don’t change 

from year to year
»  AFFORDABILITY – Competitively-priced premiums for the value you need
»  HEALTHY LIVING BENEFITS – fitness center membership, 24/7 Nurseline and more

Medica has a Medicare plan that’s easy to use no matter 
where you are. Call me to learn more.

CHA53143-700218A

612-840-0785
9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Monday thru Friday

Esa Katajamaki
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Licensed Insurance Agent
esa@personalizedinsuranceconsulting.com
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authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
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Design/Build 
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

Beethoven’s String Quartet No. 13 and 
Brahms Sonata for Cello and Piano No. 
1 in E minor. Tickets are $15-$25. Visit 
bakkentrio.org.

Exhibits
“Phone Photography 101,” original 
photography by members of the 
Highland Friendship Club, will be 
displayed during a public reception 
from 5-8 p.m. Wednesday, October 
24, at Film North, 550 N. Vandalia St., 
#120. Admission is free. Refreshments 
will be provided. Highland Friendship 
Club is a nonprofit organization based 
in St. Paul that serves people with 
disabilities ages 14 and older.
Handcrafted fiber works by more 
than 100 artists will be featured for 
show and sale from November 1 
through December 24 in the Holiday 
Gallery Shop at the Textile Center, 
3000 University Ave. SE in Minnea
polis. From one-of-a-kind wearable 
art to home décor, the pop-up shop 
will have a plethora of potential gifts. 
Artist demonstrations, trunk shows 
and workshops will be offered between 
11 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturdays. 
The schedule includes Wet Felting, 
November 3; Yarn Fest, November 10; 
Needle Felting, November 17; Weave 
Fest, Friday, November 24; Stitch 
Fest, November 25; Fiber & Dye Fest, 
December 8; and Textile Machine Fest, 
December 15. Call 612-436-0464 or 
visit textilecentermn.org.
“Roots and Fruits,” an exhibit of more 
than 50 works by more than three 
dozen past and present members of the 
Women’s Art Registry of Minnesota, 
will open with a public reception from 
6-8 p.m. Saturday, November 3, in 

the Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at 
St. Catherine University. The exhibit 
explores the evolution and impact of 
WARM with art works and archival 
material that trace pivotal moments in 
WARM’s history and the history of the 
gallery, journal and arts programs it 
inspired. Memories of WARM will be 
recorded at an oral history booth at the 
reception. The exhibit will remain on 
view through December 15. Admission 
is free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

Dance
TU Dance will open a new season 
with a retrospective of its previous 
15 seasons at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
October 27, at the Ordway Music 
Theater. The program will include 
“With Love” (2011), inspired by the 
paintings of African-American artist 
Ernie Barnes and set to the music of 
Donny Hathaway, and “Salve” (2017), a 
meditative work for eight dancers set to 
the music of Gavin Bryars. TU Dance 
artistic directors Toni Pierce-Sands and 
Uri Sands will take part in a concert 
preview at 6:30 p.m. and a post-show 
discussion in the Ordway atrium. 
Tickets are $22-$42. Call 651-224-4222.

Zorongo Flamenco Dance Theatre, 
singer José Cortés Fernández, guitarist 
Juanito Pascual and dancer Jesús 
Muñoz will demonstrate the emotional 
range of flamenco in music, song and 
dance at 8 p.m. Saturday, November 3, 
at Park Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh 
Place. The “Gritos Y Suspiros (Cries 
and Whispers)” program will feature 
new choreography by Jeanne d’Arc 
Casas along with pieces by Omayra 
Amaya and Antonio Arrebola. 
Admission is $25. Zorongo will also 

perform evocative flamenco music and 
dance at 7 p.m. Sunday, November 4, 
in the intimate setting of the Black Dog 
Cafe, 308 E. Prince St. Admission to 
Sunday’s show is by donation.

Film
Amadeus, the director’s cut of this 
Academy Award-winning film of 1985 
about the groundbreaking Austrian 
composer (1756-1791), will be shown 
free of charge at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
October 31, in Best Buy Theater at 
Northrop Auditorium. 
More Than a Word, a documentary 
analyzing the impact of the name of 
the Washington Redskins football 
team, will be screened at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, November 1, in the Lecture 
Hall of the Campus Center at Macal
ester College. Filmed by Standing 
Rock Sioux brothers John and Kenn 
Little, the documentary examines the 
history of American Indian cultural 
appropriation. Admission is free. The 
screening will be followed by a Q&A 
with John Little. Call 651-696-6376.
Rondo: Beyond the Pavement, a new 
documentary about the largely African-
American neighborhood of St. Paul 
that was decimated by the building of 
I-94 in the 1960s, will be shown at 4:30 
p.m. Saturday, November 3, at SPNN 
studios, 550 N. Vandalia St., Suite 170. 
Cosponsored by St. Paul Almanac, 
the film was made by 10 youths from 
the Summit-University neighborhood 
under the tutelage of Emmy award–
winning filmmaker Bianca Rhodes 
of SPNN and audio-maker Katharine 
DeCelle of Frogtown Radio. The 
30-minute film will be followed by a 
Q&A, and refreshments will be served. 
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Make your holiday reservations today!    stpaulgrill.com |  651.224.7455

MAKING ANY OCCASION
A SPECIAL ONE.

Admission is free, but reservations are 
required. Visit tinyurl.com/yc9b4e72.

Buoyancy, South Minneapolis writer 
Jeannie Piekos’ story about her journey 
from a life-threatening cancer diagnosis 
through treatment and its side-effects to a 
yearning for acceptance and recovery, will 
be launched with a reading and screening 
beginning at 6 p.m. Sunday, November 4, 
at the Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Will Hommeyer’s film 
by the same name about Piekos’ courage as 
she stumbled down the rabbit hole of cancer 
treatment will be shown. Tickets at $10 are 
available at the door and in advance. Visit 
theparkwaytheater.com. 

Family
“Owl Prowl,” an introduction to the flying 
hunters of the night, how they search for 
prey, digest food and communicate with 
each other, will be offered by the St. Paul 
Department of Parks and Recreation from 
7-8:30 p.m. Friday, October 26, at the Como 
Streetcar Station, 1224 N. Lexington Pkwy. 
Dissect an owl pellet, practice your owl 
calls and take part in a hike to listen and 
look for owls. The cost is $5 for children 

age 5 and older accompanied by an adult. 
Reservations are required. Visit bit.ly/
owlprowl18.

Tra Ti Ti Tran Tran Toro, a puppet show 
choreographed by Susana di Palma of the 
Zorongo Flamenco Dance Theatre, will 
be presented at 2 p.m. Sunday, November 
4, at the Black Dog Cafe, 308 E. Prince St. 
Dancers, a singer and musicians will bring 
to life this story of Minnesota farmer Olie 
Olson, glamorous dancer Carmencita and 
her pet bull Torito. Admission is free, though 
donations will be accepted. 

Mini-Masterpieces, an Artrageous 
Adventure for preschool children, will be 
offered at 10 a.m. Monday, November 5, 
at the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford 
Pkwy. The free workshop will encourage 
creativity and foster artistic confidence for 
preschoolers. Call 651-695-3700.

Preschool children and their caregivers are 
invited to stop by SteppingStone Theatre 
at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays for 30 minutes 
of stories, songs and creative play and 30 
minutes of hands-on experience in creative 
dramatics and art making. The drop-in 
program runs weekly through December 19 
at Steppingstone, 55 N. Victoria St. The cost 
is $10 per family. Call 651-225-9265.

Saturday, October 27th 
10am-2pm

Trick or Treating in Highland

   *Only until open until noon

  **College+Nannies+Sitters+Tutors will be a
     Photo stop on the corner of Ford
     Parkway & Cleveland Ave.

***Downing Family Farms & their pumpkins
    will be at the Water Tower  

Alchemy & Passionflower
Allina Clinic
Arthur Williams Optical
Bank of America
Block Advisors
Bruegger’s Bagels
Chuck & Don’s Pet Food Outlet
Coldwell Banker Burnet
College Nannies + Sitters +Tutors**
Dentists of Highland
Downing Family Farms***
DQ Grill & Chill
Edina Realty
Eriks Bike, Board & Skis
Fairview Clinic
FrameWorks Gallery
Half Price Books
Highland Cafe & Bakery

Highland Grill
Jimmy John’s
Kids Hair
Langford & Karls Chiropractic*
Leeann Chin
Lunds & Byerlys
Menchie's Frozen Yogurt
Pacifier
Panera Bread
Patina
Pearle Vision
Pieology
PostNet
Punch Pizza
Quixotic Coffee
Red Robin Cleaners
Refined Homes
R.F. Moeller Jeweler

Salon 760
Schuler Shoes
Skyline Cleaners
Sport Clips
Starbucks
Stephanie's
Target Express
TeaSource
Tiffany Sports Lounge
TruStone Financial*
The UPS Store
US Bank
Verizon Wireless Zone
Visonworks
Waxing the City
Wells Fargo Bank
Wild Birds Unlimited

Highland Business
Association 

Brought to
you by the 

www.highlandba.com
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Central boys head 
to soccer tourney

There are a lot of routes to the boys’ state soccer 
tournament. Central High School picked a little-
traveled one—let your opponent do the scoring. 

That’s what happened on October 16 when Eastview 
accidentally kicked a ball into its own net in the seventh 
minute of play. It proved to be the only goal in 1-0 win that 
gave the Minutemen the Section 3AA title and a trip to the 
state tournament that starts this week.

If you weren’t there, you might think the Minutemen 
benefited from a stroke of luck. Head coach David Albornoz 
would beg to differ. Like a lot of such goals in soccer, this one 
came about, in part, because the Minutemen were pressing 
the Lightning from the start of the contest. 

“That’s always our goal—to be aggressive. I told them to 
come out strong,” Albornoz said. “We forced a mistake on 
their part, and it happened because of our pressure.” 

The Minutemen (17-0-1) have some very talented attackers 
on offense in Daniel Barrett (14 goals), Max Hand (seven 
goals, 11 assists) and Mac Staloch (seven goals). But by 
halftime, Albornoz was confident that the lone goal could 
stand up if his team changed tactics slightly. Central went into 
a defensive mode and stymied the Lightning so effectively 
that Eastview was able to get just one shot on goal in the 
second half. 

“I tell our guys all the time that offense is necessary, but 
defense wins championships,” Albornoz said. “In the second 
half, we controlled the midfield.”

Central goalie Owen Brooks was credited with three saves 
against Eastview. The win capped a three-year plan that 
Albornoz had since he grabbed the coaching reins from Jorey 
Erickson at the start of the 2016 season. 

Though the Minutemen have more league titles (14) in 
boys’ soccer than any school in the St. Paul City Conference, 
they have won one since 2015. They came in second in each 
of the past two seasons. In 2016 they lost in the section final 
to Burnsville, but last year they were knocked out in the first 
round of sections by Rosemount.

The memory of that game may have been in the back 
of everyone’s mind as the Minutemen roared through the 
conference this fall with a 12-0 mark and then dominated in 
the section as well. 

Sibley looking forward to new stadium
Residents in School District 197 voted last May to 

authorize $117 million in bonds for construction projects at 
all eight of its schools, including Henry Sibley High School. 
There are a lot of projects planned, but the most notable 
one is likely to be a new stadium on the northwest corner of 
Sibley’s campus.

“We’re looking to break ground in the spring,” said Carrie 

By Matthew Davis

Nova Classical Acad-
emy, which has been 
on the brink of mak-

ing the Class A state high 
school volleyball tournament 
in each of the past two years, 
has a new spark in its coach-
ing this fall.

Patrick Waters, a senior 
student manager and son of 
first-year head coach Sara 
Waters, has been helping 
out in an informal assistant’s 
role. Waters, who plays boys’ 
high school club volleyball, 
has brought that experience 
to the Knights in helping the 
girls to a 24-5 regular-season 
record. He assists at prac-
tices and offers input during 
matches.

“He’s developed into a re-
ally good player, and he has 
good volleyball IQ,” coach 
Waters said.

Nova has put together a 14-
game winning streak since 
losing 2-0 on September 15 
to Glencoe-Silver Lake. The 
Knights also haven’t lost a 
three-set match all season.

“We’ve just figured out a 
rhythm between all the play-
ers on our team,” said junior 
captain Elisia Ball. “We really 
know how to work together. 
We have such a small team 
that we’re able to have a per-

sonal relationship with each 
member. We know how to 
communicate, and how to 
start to pick ourselves back 
up if we’re losing.”

Nova only has 10 players 
on the roster, and Waters al-
ready knew most of the play-
ers, having coached them in 
middle school at Nova.

“She knows how we  
play,” said Knights senior 
captain Maggie Jones. “The 
eagerness and enthusiasm 

she brings is really energizing 
for the entire team.”

Nova rolled through the 
Twin Cities Athletic Confer-
ence with a 7-0 record. The 
Knights also are 11-0 against 
section teams and have 
the top seed in the Section 
4A playoffs that run from  
October 22 through Novem-
ber 3.

“We have a very strong 
offense, especially in the 
middle,” Ball said. “They do a 

wonderful job of controlling 
the ball and making it easier 
for the back row to pass it up.”

It starts with Jones, a 6-foot 
middle hitter who leads the 
squad with 319 kills. She also 
leads the team with 81 block 
aces and 54 digs.

Junior 6-foot-1 middle hit-
ter Callie Hohenhaus has also 
been a force with 249 kills, 44 
block aces and 25 digs.

Nova serves very well and 
Ball has done her part with 
a team-high 87 aces. The 
5-foot-8 setter also leads in 
assists with 742 and is second 
on the team in digs with 144.

Five-foot-6 junior libero 
Serafina Rivera leads the 
Knights in digs with 249 and 
has 37 service aces.

Nova has four players with 
100 or more digs overall. In 
addition to Ball and Rivera, 
junior right side hitter Ga-
briella Garcia has 111 digs 
and freshman outside hitter 
Giovanna Waters, the coach’s 
daughter, has 105.

The Knights won 23 and 
25 games the previous two 
seasons and reached the  
section championship game 
both times.

“We had a strong season 
last year, but (we’re) feeling 
like this one might take us 
further than we ever have  
before,” Jones said.
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Nova continues to shine in volleyball

Nova’s Elisia Ball and Callie Hohenhaus (14) go for a block 
against Avail Academy on October 13. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Minutemen advance, Blazers fall in soccer
By Bill Wagner 

For the first time in 15 years, Central 
High School is heading to the state 
boys’ soccer tournament. The Min-

utemen earned their berth with a 1-0 
win over Eastview in the Section 3AA 
final on October 16. 

Undefeated Central is seeded third 
and will face St. Cloud Tech in the 
first round of state on October 25 in 
St. Cloud. If the Minutemen win, they 
would play Stillwater or Lakeville North 
on Halloween at U.S. Bank Stadium. 
The last time Central went to state was 
in 2003, when it finished second to Rob-
binsdale Armstrong. 

The Minutemen have been simply 
dominating this fall, scoring over 50 
goals more than they have allowed.  
Before facing Eastview in the finals,  

Central had blanked Burnsville 6-0 and 
Apple Valley 2-0 in the first two rounds of  
sections. 

Central coach David Albornoz likes 
the way his team has been playing, espe-
cially lately. “I’m so proud of these kids,” 
he said. 

The state tourney berth was some-
thing he had predicted two years ago 
after Central lost to Burnsville in the 
section finals. “I said, ‘We’ll be back,’” he 
recalled. And so they are. 

The 1-0 score made it seem like a 
close one between top-ranked Central 
and second-seeded Eastview, but the 
Minutemen actually outshot the Light-
ning 11-2. Central got its sole goal in the 
first half from junior Max Hand and the 
team protected the lead zealously. 

Eastview had a great scoring oppor-
tunity in the second half, but Central 

junior goalie Owen Brooks made a 
sprawling save on a shot that appeared 
headed for the lower corner of the net.

Hand’s goal came after some domi-
nating pressure from Central that kept 
the ball in the Eastview zone for quite 
some time. Hand was credited for the 
score when a Lightning defender ac-
cidentally tapped the ball into his own 
net. Albornoz hastened to point out that 
Hand was rewarded for exerting solid 
pressure in the Eastview end. 

“There’s no such thing as luck,” he 
said. “You make your own ‘luck.’”

In the second half, Central erected 
impassable barriers in its own end to 
keep the Lightning from striking. 

“They couldn’t get past our midfield,”  
Albornoz said. “We packed it with good 

soccer playoffs c28
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Vote Tuesday,
November 6Th!

elecT Judge
g. ToNy aTwal

elecT Judge g. ToNy aTwal

Judge g. ToNy aTwal’s
disTiNguished
legal career

Ramsey County Judge

Experienced & Dedicated to Equal Justice
Judge G. Tony Atwal was appointed by Governor Mark Dayton to the Ramsey
County District Court in 2016, and has earned a reputation for integrity, fairness,

respectfulness to all, and a thorough knowledge of Minnesota law.

Judge Atwal is supported and endorsed by former judges, lawyers,
law professors, and community leaders throughout Ramsey County.
Judge Atwal is a 2003 graduate of Mitchell Hamline School of Law.

• 2016 – present: Judge of Ramsey County District Court

• 2009 – present: Adjunct Professor of Law, Mitchell Hamline School of Law,
Awarded 2016 Professor of the Year

• 2013 – 2016: Private law practice, Licensed to practice law in United States
Supreme Court, US Federal and State Courts

• 2004 – 2012: Public law practice, Argued over 120 cases before the
Minnesota Supreme Court and Minnesota Court of Appeals

• 2003: Law clerk at Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi

• 2001 – 2003: Law clerk for two Ramsey County Judges

See more about Judge G. Tony Atwal at

Judgeatwal.com or at Judge G. Tony Atwal

Prepared and paid for by
Judge Atwal for Ramsey County Judge 2018

P.O. Box 4727, St. Paul, MN 55101

GRAND SPECTACLE
764 Grand Ave • St. Paul • 651-227-8198

GrandSpectacle.com

We submit to most insurances including BCBS, Medica, HP, VSP and more.

At Grand Spectacle, Dr. Wellnitz does it all! You will receive a  
comprehensive evaluation of your eyes including in depth  
screenings for conditions like CATARACTS, and GLAUCOMA, 
along with a PERFECT PRESCRIPTION for your eyeglasses or 
contact lenses. We guarantee you will experience the best vision 
examination you have ever had. Why trust your eyes to just a  
technician with minimal training when you can have the best?

Who ExAmiNED YouR EYES?

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Dr. Mark Wellnitz

November 1st, 2018 at 6:00pm Angala Borders-
Robinson, M.D., 
Lake Elmo, MN

PEP-07833

W.A Frost
374 Selby Avenue Saint 
Paul, MN 55102

1-877-895-1136 
 RMSjourney.com 

November 1st, 2018 at 6:00pm Angala Borders-
Robinson, M.D., 
Lake Elmo, MN

PEP-07833

W.A Frost
374 Selby Avenue Saint 
Paul, MN 55102

1-877-895-1136 
 RMSjourney.com 

Hilger, director of communications for the 
school district. “As soon as the ground thaws, 
we’re getting out there.”

Sibley has been playing its football games 
for years at Charles Matson Field, a charming 
place but located a couple of miles away near 
Heritage Middle School. Being able to walk 
to practices and games can only be a boon to 
the Warriors’ athletic program.

The lighted stadium is slated to hold 
roughly 2,000 fans. In addition to football, 
the school’s soccer, lacrosse, and track teams 
will call the stadium home. If all goes well, 
Hilger said the Warriors should be able to 
play football and soccer there next fall.

Whenever a school builds a stadium 
like this, the neighbors worry about noise, 
parking and lights when games are played at 
night. To partially solve the latter problem, 
Hilger said Sibley will use LED lights, which 
are not cheap but tend to last longer and 
project a softer glow. 

Money is also being allocated for new 
dugouts for Sibley’s softball and baseball 
fields as well as a new swimming pool to 
replace the one at Heritage.

Sibley won the state Class AAA baseball 
title in 2016, but has struggled in several 
sports in recent years. However, its sports 
facilities are not the only reason for that. 
For example, football is a tough sport for 
the Warriors because they are bunched in a 
district with St. Thomas Academy, which is 
one of the best teams in the state this year; 
Hastings, whose only loss was to STA; Park 
and Apple Valley. The Warriors’ football 
roster has 54 kids listed. It’s a workable 
number, but one that leaves head coach Tom 
Orth and his staff with little margin for error 
in case of injury.

Having a new stadium on campus isn’t a 
guarantee of future success. However, teams 
that can’t play on campus often struggle to 
keep students interested. The scheduled work 

at Sibley is long overdue in order for its teams 
to stay up to speed with the competition. 

The anti-Whalen/Mauer 
It was noted here a while back that we have 

a couple of wonderful role models for young 
athletes to emulate in Lindsay Whalen and 
Joe Mauer. But if I remember my high school 
science classes correctly, for every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction. 
Consider exhibit A: Jimmy Butler of the 
Minnesota Timberwolves.

There’s no doubt about Butler’s skills on 
the court. All you had to do was watch the 
team’s season opener in San Antonio to 
appreciate his shooting and passing ability as 
well as his passion for the game. In the 21st 
century, however, playing ability is only part 
of the package. If you’re a jerk who clearly is 
only interested in himself, you’re eventually 
going to bring your team down with you. 
Butler held up the team in training camp, 
made only a couple of practices, did an odd 
interview with ESPN and didn’t play in any 
games. 

In the season opener, he acted as if missing 
most of training camp was no big deal and 
spun the 112-108 loss as best as he could 
with statements like: “We came up short. 
You learn from these. We got to lock in 
tomorrow.” 

Money may motivate a lot of folks, but the 
game is still played by humans with feelings. 
If they feel the guy with the ball is in it only 
for himself, they’ll have a hard time working 
with him when a game is on the line.

The options aren’t pretty here. Either keep 
Butler, who’ll be the focus of the media at 
every game, even when he doesn’t play, or 
jettison him for what you can get and risk a 
losing season and likely losing fans. 

It makes you appreciate the Whalens and 
Mauers of the world all the more.

Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.

27b wright call

ballhandlers and they couldn’t get through.”
Against Apple Valley in the section semi-

finals, the Minutemen again showed how they 
can impose their will on an opponent. The 
Eagles got only two shots on goal all night, 
while the Minutemen got goals from seniors 
Aiden Cavanaugh and Danny Barrett that 
proved to be more than enough.

Albornoz took the opportunity to tout the 
talents of Cavanaugh, a midfielder who the 
coach said did not get sufficient consider-
ation for Mr. Soccer honors this fall. Still, he 
said, anyone who has played with or against  
Cavanaugh realizes just how good he is.

Visitation loses
The Visitation soccer team’s season ended 

with a 2-1 loss to Holy Angels in the Section 
3A final on October 18.  The top-seeded Blaz-
ers were hoping to sustain some momentum 
after besting South St. Paul 2-1 in the semi-

finals. They also defeated Burnsville 2-0 in 
the previous round on Ella Hinkemeyer’s two 
goals with assists from Katherine Jones, and 
Sarah Strub’s four-save shutout. 

In the final, the Blazers managed 11 shots 
against Holy Angels goalie Greta Forseth, but 
she held them to just one goal despite a late-
game push to tie the score.

Visitation took third place in last year’s state 
Class A tournament and started this year with 
an eight-game winning streak.  Its only losses 
heading into this fall’s sections were 2-1 to 
Holy Angels and 3-2 to DeLaSalle.

Other section playoffs
The Cretin-Derham Hall girls lost in their 

Section 6AA title match, dropping a tough 
1-0 game to top-seeded Wayzata on October 
16.  The Raiders had a great turnabout season 
after finishing with just five wins in 2017.

St. Thomas Academy also fell short in its at-
tempt to return to state with a 3-1 loss to Holy 
Angels in the Section 3A final on October 18.

27b soccer playoffs
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Classifieds
IT’S QUITE HARD TO FIND A 
PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE 
THESE DAYS! Advertise gift 
ideas from ice skates to home 
decor, gift certificates for spa 
services, favorite restaurants, 
retail stores and much more 
under the HOLIDAY GUIDE spe-
cial category of the VILLAGER! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for 
holiday gifts, businesses, sales, 
weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details, text 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.
com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run, t-
shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for 
holiday gifts or any occasion you 
are promoting. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

HOLIDAY SERVICES
CITY SIDEWALKS,  BUSY 
SIDEWALKS DRESSED IN 
HOLIDAY STYLE... Holiday ser-
vices, catering, entertainment, 
seasonal planters, decorating, 
tree lighting? Advertise your 
holiday business in the 
VILLAGER! Call 651-699-1462 
or email WantAds@MyVillager.
com

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information available at 

www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 

10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 
All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: November 7                Deadline: October 31

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUES
’TIS ALMOST THE SEASON TO 
BE JOLLY! Are you planning a 
holiday boutique, bazaar, craft 
sale or special holiday event? 
Advertise in the VILLAGER! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

HUGE SWEATER and Gift Sale. 
Saturday, November 10, 10am-
5pm. (New Location) St. Albert 
the Great Church, 2836 33rd 
Avenue South, MPLS. Cash only 
please. Partial proceeds to charity.

SCANDINAVIAN FLEA MARKET. 
October 26-27-28, 9am-5pm. 1607 
E. Lake St., Minneapolis. Full sale–
and more added daily.

A TASTE OF CHILI! Craft & Bake 
Sale. Saturday, November 3, 10am-
3pm. $8. Enjoy many varieties of 
chili with all the fixings. Camphor 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church. 585 Fuller Avenue, 
St. Paul. 651-224-0341. Interested 
in being a vendor? Call us.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
MOBILE EMERGENCIES: JUMP 
START, FLAT TIRE, OUT OF GAS 
and more. Excellent rates. Fast 
Service. Locally owned. 651- 
242-7914. www.fixnagogo.com

for sale
MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% 
oak, 2-year seasoned; stacked 
solid 4’x8’x16”, $145, unless big-
ger quantity. Call Mark, 320- 
980-1637.

for sale
*ANTIQUE PEDESTAL TABLE*

Early 1900s round, oak (45 inch 
diameter) with 3 leaves. Beautiful 
condition. $400. 763-786-5296.

USED TRAILER for small boat. 
1-7/8” hitch. 612-247-1462.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and 
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

wanted to buy
HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110. 

TOP DOLLAR! Old furniture, jew-
elry, old records, advertising and 
more. 651-387-8780.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references. 
License #RR155317. Insured. 
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. 
Free estimates. 651-246-2869; 
www.painteral.com 

home improvement
PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small 
painting jobs, wallpaper removal. 
612-202-5514.

CONCRETE WORK: Lawn steps, 
sidewalks, patios, driveways. Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

PROFESS IONAL  INTER IOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING,  CEIL ING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING.  ED,  651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, proficient. 
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”, 
651-285-3237.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky 
faucets to new additions. I can 
save you money on electrical and 
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; 
good references. 651-207-2249 c. 
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

C A R P E N T R Y / S H E E T R O C K . 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Profess ional .  Reasonable . 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

home improvement
BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and 
column bases replicated plus 
other woodturning and wood-
working.  612-940-7591 or 
theturningpointwoodworks.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
aprons, walks, patios and walls. 
Mark, 763-607-3941.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free es-
timates. Steps, sidewalks, drive-
ways. Experienced. 651-208-8379.

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great 
prices, FREE estimates. Same day 
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free 
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

E V E R Y T H I N G  D R Y W A L L . 
Sheetrock, plaster, textures, skim 
coating and painting. Insured. 
David, 612-554-3028.

Continued page 30

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      ROGERS MaSOnRy

651224-6985
www.Rogers–Masonry.com

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

35 Years Experience
Repair & Rebuild

651-373-1264
Lic#BC319518             Insured

Panian Construction

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist Licensed • Bonded • Insured      Lic. #RR155317 ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing
651-690-3956

Its Party Time!,Its Party Time!,
Are you a Party Planner? 

Decorator? Banquet Hall? Caterer? 
Chef? Baker? Florist? Bartender? 

Photographer? Musician?

Autumn is a wonderful time to entertain! Football parties, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving and the Holiday season are 
right around the corner! Advertise your services in our 
economically priced Classified Ads and our 106,000 

readers will know just who to call!

November 7 
Deadline October 31

November 21 
Deadline November 14

December 5 
Deadline November 28

December 19 
Deadline December 12

651-699-1462 
WantAds@MyVillager.com
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home improvement

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consultation. 
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle 
bathrooms.com

PROFESSIONAL, FULL-SERVICE 
DESIGN FOR REMODELS AND 
REDECORATING. Your spaces, de-
signed brilliantly! Expert planning 
of kitchens, baths, basements and 
attic rooms; 2-d and 3-d, concept 
and construction drawings; selec-
tion and coordination of finishes 
and furnishings; contractor liai-
son services. Gail Jacobson, Allied 
Member, ASID. 612-310-7069. 
www.freshspacedesignllc.com

LANDEEN DRYWALL and plaster 
repair. Finishing and specialized 
spraying. Dennis, 952-220-1233.

home serviceS   
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced. 
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul 
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better 
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured. 
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates, 651- 
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Con-
struction. Licensed plumbers and 
electricians working with us. 
Stop leaks, hail and storm dam-
age. Everything from basements 
to chimneys to garages built. 
Additions, kitchens, bathrooms, 
all flooring (including hardwood), 
concrete, cement driveways, win-
dows, brick block, painting, sid-
ing and roofs. Insured. License 
#BC635082. Angie’s List! BBB. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for 
your peace of mind. Call us today. 
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry. 

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-man 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All 
general repairs, large and small 
projects; low rates; quality work. 
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! 
Protect your roof and have your 
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 
651-690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or 
repairs. License #BC581059. Troy’s 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

SHOWCASE HOME Painting. 
Meticulous, quality work-
manship. Exterior, interior 
painting. Stripping, staining. 
Plaster, sheetrock repair. 
Texturing. Deck and fence 
staining. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. Call Martey for a 
free estimate, 651-917-7982. 
Fully insured.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush re-
moval, light tree trimming, roto-
tilling. Jud, 651-230-2354.

home serviceS   
*CHAIRS RE-GLUED*

by Cilek, 651-699-4022.

WILLIE’S RUBBISH hauling/small 
demolition. Garage/basement 
cleaning. Seasonal cleanups 612-
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping ser-
vices. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References. phminc@
f ront ie rnet .ne t  o r  www.
MurphysLawnAndLandscape.com

THE BEST Residential Snow 
Removal Services. Seasonal 
contracts starting as low as 
$210/month. Bluhm Brothers 
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or 
www.BluhmBrothers.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651- 
690-1284.

SNOW REMOVAL. FALL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS.  I  can 
help you install. Horticulture 
Degree, U of MN. Certified 
Nursery/Landscape Professional. 
Living Space Landscapes. Scott 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn 
Care. Hedge trimming. Highland 
resident. Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SNOW SHOVELING. Holiday/
Vacation rates. Snelling-Grand 
area. Jim, 612-202-5514.

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*
Fall cleanup specials and lawn ser-
vice. Call Jim, 612-245-6932.

LEAF & SNOW Removal. Highland 
Park. Reasonable rates. Marv, 651-
699-6472.

housecleaning

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651- 
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651- 
253-5561.

MB’s  CLEANING SERVICE , 
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651- 
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and 
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651- 
245-9027.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience. 
References. Anna, 612-261-9835.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
HODGES CLEANING Company. 
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
C O R B E T T  PA I N T I N G  L L C . 
Experience in interior/exterior, 
wood finishes, wall repair, and 
wall paper removal. References 
available. Not willing to cut cor-
ners. Call or text 651-246-7980.

PERSONAL SERVICE
A SYMPATHETIC EAR. Rate $15/
half-hour. Call Shawn, 815- 
250-8415.

office/PROOFREADING

W R I T E  AWAY  C R E AT I V E . 
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing. 
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.

Continued

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

                                                  
Don Rhoades Electric                                                  

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
39 years exp. -  free estimates
 612-386-7366 lic# EA000530

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

Over 35 years experience

 651-341-8728 Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Highland Electric
Since 1965

651-690-1551
www.highland-electric.com

Residential/Commercial/Industrial
   Licensed • Bonded • Insured      Lic.# EA005943

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

&
Chimney Sweep

  Inspections
  651699-3373
for over 35 Years

www.londonairechimneyservice.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

❖
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H
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Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
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Chileen
Painting
612.850.0325
greg@chileen.com

ChileenPainting.com

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration • Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988

Free Estimates • References
651-482-0070
AustadConstruction.com

#BC320318

ADVERTISING SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

The Villager is seeking an advertising sales 
representative for this 60,000-circulation, 
semi-weekly newspaper. The successful 
applicant will work with new and existing 

advertising clients to spur revenue growth for 
the Villager as well as its clients. 

HELP WANTED!

757 SNELLING AVE. S., ST. PAUL, MN 55116
651-699-1462 • MYVILLAGER.COM

Please
submit a statement of

interest along with your 
resume to publisher
Michael Mischke at 

mmischke@myvillager.com  
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HELP WANTED
MOHS TAX Service at 1771 Ford 
Parkway is hiring office workers 
and tax preparers. Please fax re-
sume to 651-699-8638.

CREATIVE LIGHTING, I-94 and 
Snelling Ave, is looking for a full 
time warehouse person. Must be 
able to lift 50-75 pounds and be 
on your feet all day. Hours include 
working Thursday until 8pm and 
Saturdays 9-5pm (you will get a 
day off during the week). We are 
closed on Sundays. $14.50/hour 
plus benefits. Contact johnw@
creative-lighting.com

for rent residential
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of 
the law. Equal housing opportu-
nity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM 
Apartment Homes available in 
the Highland Park and Crocus 
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111 
today for rental information on 
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent 
Management Corp. 

GRAND AVENUE. 1860. Charming 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, $1695 plus 
heat/electric. No smoking, no 
pets. 651-699-8900.

1740 VAN BUREN. Newly refur-
bished 3 bedroom duplex, unfin-
ished basement and attic. $1350 
plus utilities. Trash is paid. Please 
contact Mary Molin-Thomas, 651-
442-9069.

1 BEDROOM + DEN/$1050. 
Charming, updated garden view 
apartment in Crocus Hill. Great 
location at Grand & Dale and 
amazing value! Well-maintained, 
classic, turn of the century 
building. Approximately 900 
sq. ft., exposed brick. Secured, 
quiet building, Non-smoking. 
No pets. Direct inquiries to: 
Apartmentsatmbca@gmail.com

WILDER PARK Association. Rarely 
available deluxe 2 bedroom, 2 
bath, 1300 plus square foot condo. 
Includes in-unit laundry, one en-
closed parking space. Tenant pays 
utilities. Quiet, 55 plus commu-
nity located in the heart of Mac-
Groveland.   Background check 
and security deposit required. 
No smoking/pets. $1250/month. 
Available now. 651-675-9512.

1331 LINCOLN AVENUE. 3 bed-
room, 1 bath, upper duplex. 
$2100. Built-ins, den, sunroom, 
eat-in kitchen, formal dining 
room, balcony, laundry, garage. 
651-285-3034.

1330 ST. CLAIR AVENUE. 2 bed-
room, clean, quiet building. No 
pets. $800/month. 651-698-0771.

ROOMS FOR RENT
HIGHLAND PARK. Room for rent. 
$550. Call 701-260-9969; 763- 
954-9975.

for rent commercial
OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with 
private entrance. Approximately 
750 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue. 651-
917-9296.

BRIGHT, SUNNY, 2nd Floor Office 
Suites. West 7th/Randolph area. 
Five offices plus storage room. 
Remodeled, private restroom, in-
cludes utilities. $1750/month. 651-
227-6536.

WANTED TO RENT
WANTING TO rent a garage in the 
vicinity of Riley Row in Cathedral 
Hill. 612-360-8541.

VACATION/TRAVEL
AHHH—THE SMELL OF FALL IS 
IN THE AIR. Quiet lakes, fish-
ing, boating, country roads, 
bonfires ,  and s ’mores! 
Advertise your Fall Events and 
Rental Properties in Villager 
Classifieds so readers can plan 
their fall getaways with you! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
SAY CHEESE! Cozy family por-
traits for holiday cards. 
Wedding, Anniversary, Bar/Bat 
M i t z v a h ,  G r a d u a t i o n . 
Advertise in the Villager to 
snap up your next client. Call 
651-699-1462 or send an email 
to WantAds@MyVillager.com

computer/internet  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On 
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware 
removal, networking wired and 
wireless, installation. Great rates. 
10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full service 
Mac and PC. Computer Fixx, 
Highland. 651-207-8276. 474 
Hamline.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN, 
development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs, 
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable 
and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
Text 612-860-5137 or vis it 
VelvetElvis.com

weddings
WEDDING OFFICIANT. 25+ years’ 
experience.  612-964-0859. 
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.
com

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

music instruction  
Piano, guitar, clarinet, violin, 
flute, etc. Advertise now! 
Villager readers are the pitch-
perfect clientele for you! 651-
699-1462; email: wantads@
myvillager.com 

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy 
home. Also jazz/blues. Trish, 651-
387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? 
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger, 
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered 
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

PET CARE/SERVICES  
VILLAGER READERS are look-
ing for you! Advertise your 
services for grooming, walk-
ing, housesitting, etc. 651- 
699-1462; email: wantads@
myvillager.com 

RIVER BIRCH Bark Dog Services. 
Training, Behavior, Consulting. 
651-605-5804. RiverBirchBark.com

sewing/tailoring

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South 
C leve land .  651 -698 -6117 . 
HighlandTailors.com

HEALTH & FITNESS
NIELSHEALS on WHEELS. Healing 
your Mind, Body, Soul, Spirit. 
Certified. House calls or your call. 
612-306-7515. nielsbillund@gmail.
com

home/health provider

IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

NEW PHONE NUMBER. Home 
Health Aide available for elderly 
in your home. Personal, profes-
sional, happy to do for you what 
it is you need. Reasonable rates. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 651- 
247-9308.

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690
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www.nillesbuilders.com651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Like us on 

at TheVillagerMN
& join the conversation.

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP
We service most makes and sell NEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

SNOW 
PLOWING &
SHOVELINg
Tree & Stump

Removal

WDS
Landscaping

651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

Call NOW to Reserve
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cbburnet.com Making Making 

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miKE & tom DiStAD
612-275-1343

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SuE JoHnSon
651-329-1264

SArAH KinnEY
651-282-9621

SHAWn LEEtZ
651-373-8984

KAtHrYn KEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

mArY mcnAnEY
KnuDSEn

651-690-8578

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

riCHArD bErGEr
651-282-9649

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

SuE niCHoLS
651-491-0882

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

KriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

1711 Bayard
Wonderful 2400 sq. ft. Highland Park 
home with a beautifully remodeled 
kitchen, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, plus a 
three season porch, office 
and a finished basement! 
www.katielearyhomes.com

kAtie leAry 
651-600-5604 • $400,000

Perfection!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq. 
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed for 
comfortable everyday living 
as well. 5 fireplaces, 9 BA’s, 
and an 8 car heated garage.  
          Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $3,999,000

Just Listed!!!
2523 Sumac Ridge: Impeccable 2BR town-
home offering a main floor bedroom and bath, 
a delightful sunroom, 2 new BA’s, and a king 
sized master bedroom on 2nd 
floor. All new flooring and a 2 
car garage with generous stor-
age shelving.  
          Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $245,000

on PLeasant LaKe in nortH oaKs!    
Stunning contemporary home on the 
island of North Oaks with 200’ of lake 
shore! Gourmet kitchen and luxurious 
main floor master suite has 
it all. Fabulous entertaining 
spaces both inside and out!
www.NorthOaksIsland.com    

kristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,490,000

LaKesHore Living in LaKe eLmo!    
Wide, sweeping views of Lake Olson can be 
seen from the picture windows that face east 
– perfect for enjoying the sunrise. This 2/3 acre 
property is within 15 minutes 
from downtown St. Paul. Sandy 
beach. Dock & boat included.
www.LakeShoreListing.com

kristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $650,000

LaKesHore in ideaL Location!    
Privacy abounds at this architecturally 
designed and updated Lake Johanna home! 
Gourmet kitchen with high end appliances 
and custom details through-
out. Lakeshore frontage with 
multiple patios.
www.LakeJohannaHome.com

kristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $945,000

938 tuscarora avenue
Situated on a double lot, this 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home is completely renovated! Outside you will 
be impressed with the large paver patio perfect 
for entertaining friends & family. Enjoy
all this highly-desired West Seventh
neighborhood has to offer including
local eateries, shops, parks & schools! 

    morAGHAn DerosiA
  952-486-3697 • $299,900

1266 cLeveLand
Welcome Home to this well maintained Highland 
Park rambler! Featuring 4BR’s, 2 BA’s & 2+ gar. 
This home has many updates including newer  
windows, furnace, A/C, W/H &
kitch appls! Convenient location
for walking to the River or restau-
rants/shops in the Village!  

    morAGHAn DerosiA
  952-486-3697 • $299,900

693 smitH avenue soutH  
Beautifully renovated duplex within minutes 
of downtown, eateries and more! All new 
kitchens, floors, carpet, landscaping - 
same owner for over 40 
years! Call Lolly for details 
and when it will be available.

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $259,900

2001 custom BuiLt two-story!  
Stunning four bedroom, four bath in the heart 
of Mendota Heights. Updated kitchen with 
granite, walk in pantry and stainless steel 
appliances. Wonderful entertaining and family 
spaces. Unbelievable backyard oasis! 

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $599,900
morAGHAn DerosiA
952-486-3697 • $599,900

Perfect 1930 exPansion BungaLow! 
Located in the heart of Mac-Grove. One level liv-
ing with huge unfinished expansion. Everything is 
new from the roof, stucco, landscaping, beautiful 
30’s charm with formal living and 
dining rooms all new kitchen, two 
fireplaces, custom bath, California 
closets. Stunning!! 1238 Berkeley.

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $345,000

Heart of macaLester groveLand!  
4BR, 2BA American Four Square is now 
available! Loved by current owner for the 
past 30 years! All the charm of era you would 
expect plus many updates & all 
in demand Mac Grove! Kitchen 
and master addition, beautiful 
hrdwds & corner cabinets await!!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $379,900
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1835 JuLiet avenue
Stately English Tudor on beautiful street in 
prime Macalester Groveland. Wood burning 
fireplace with wall of built ins-hardwood floors, 
formal dining room and kitchen
with updated counter tops cute
eat-in area. Finished 3rd floor office
& basement basement rec room.   
        kAren kelJik
612-414-3245/CAll/text

1789 James    
Rare 4 bed, 3 bath under 400K in the Mac-
Groveland neighborhood. The home has a 
newer two car garage, central air, updated 
kitchen and tons of original 
charm. Great rental poten-
tial. Walking distance to 
St. Kate’s! 

mike & tom DistAD 
612-275-1343 • $289,900

20 HingHam circLe 
4BR, 3BA in beautiful setting w/hrdwd floors, spa-
cious kitchen, & main floor FR w/fplace w/views of 
expansive byard. Holiday dinners are easy in formal 
DR or game nights in finished LL! 4 
BDs grouped on second flr. 2-car GA 
will keep your cars safe year round. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $389,000

stunning cLarence JoHnston Home!
Architecturally inspired 4BR, 3BA home with hrdwd 
flrs, sunroom, woodburning FP, gorgeous kitch w/SS 
appls & glass-subway tile, & private byard on a triple 
lot. Finished lower level, office, and 
a 2-car GA! Don’t miss seeing this 
beautiful home. 9 Benhill Rd. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com 

tom eDelstein CRS, ABR
651-270-1667 • $839,000

treetoP views of motHer nature!!    
Exceptionally spacious 4BR, 2BA is brimming 
with updates! Newer furnace & AC, lovely 
hardwood floors. Sparkling sunroom, main floor 
family room & owner’s suite. W/O 
lower level, 2 fireplaces, deck. 
821 Hilltop Road. *click on www.
teamedelstein.com

tom eDelstein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $398,700 
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503 warwicK street  
You will want to make this house your 
home!! Perfect condition throughout, featur-
ing hardwood floors, natural woodwork, built-
in buffet, porch, eat-in kitchen, 
oversized two car garage and a 
fenced-in yard perfect for sum-
mer entertaining.

nAnCy k mAAs
651-235-8581 • $275,000
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Home for tHe HoLidays!
You’ll fall in love at the front porch! This rare 
Summit Hill beauty features amazing enter-
taining spaces with original woodwork built-
in buffet and more! Spacious 
kitchen, 4+bedrooms, third 
level finished!   928 Linwood. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri

651-329-1264 • $549,900

tHree car garage!
Amazing home with many updates! Newer 
kitchen, main floor half bath, upper level bath-
room, newer siding, gorgeous hardwood floors 
and original woodwork, origi-
nal stained glass windows and 
much more! 435 Herschel. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri

651-329-1264 • $254,900


