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remains victory

BY MARY MAGUIRE LERMAN

( :hildren who were raised without a
family gardening background may
figure that vegetables come from

the shelves under the mist sprayers in the
supermarket. However, get them involved
in gardening and they will learn not only
where vegetables are cultivated, but how to
cultivate a community.

That's what has been happening for the
last 75 years at the Dowling Community
Garden in Minneapolis’ Longfellow neigh-
borhood. The garden, located just west of

Jeffrey Loesch and Jerry Foley tend to a burgeoning squash vine at the 75-year-old
Dowling Community Garden in Minneapolis. pHoto sy BRAD STAUFFER

After 75 years, Dowling Garden

for Longfellow

Dowling Environmental School at 46th Av-
enue and 39th Street South, is believed to
be one of only two surviving World War II
Victory Gardens in the U.S.

The public is invited to join the gardeners
in celebrating the Dowling Gardens mile-
stone from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, August
18. The free event will feature tastings of
heirloom tomatoes, exhibits of vegetables
grown in the garden and a chance to ques-
tion Master Gardeners. There also will be
music, refreshments and tours of the plots.

DOWLING GARDEN »>2

60,000 COPIES

Ryan Cos. to unveil
redevelopment plan

for Ford Plant site

Developer discusses possible
modifications to master plan

BY JANE MCCLURE

yan Companies will unveil its plan for redevel-

Rgping Ford Motor Company’s former assembly

lant in Highland Park at a public meeting from

7-9 p.m. Thursday, August 16, in the auditorium of
Highland Park Middle School, 975 S. Snelling Ave.

Members of Ryans Ford redevelopment team dis-
cussed the site plans with close to 150 people at a July
31 meeting at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. There,
Ryan heard excitement about the possibilities of rede-
velopment along with concerns about density, traffic
and parking congestion and how the new develop-
ment will fit into the surrounding neighborhood, ac-
cording to Tony Barranco, Ryan Companies’ senior
vice president.

Since being chosen by Ford as lead developer for the
site in June, Ryan officials have immersed themselves
in the city’s zoning studies and master plan for the 135-
acre site, poring over public comments and the work
of the city’s Ford Site Planning Task Force.

“We've looked at everything from building design
to how we can incorporate pieces of the original Ford
Plant into public spaces,” Barranco said. “Ford had a
long history in Highland, and the weight of that his-
tory isn't lost on us. But community feedback is impor-
tant to us. After all, it's community members who have
the day-to-day experiences we can draw from.”

Ryan hopes to begin work on new infrastructure
on the Ford site a year from now with construction it-

FORD REDEVELOPMENT »3

Mayor proposes 7.6% increase in spending in ’19
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$606M city budget comes
with 11.5% tax increase

By JANE MCcCLURE

$606 million city budget for 2019 with new

or expanded initiatives in the areas of hous-

ing, youth programs, immigrant support, street

repair and public safety. The proposed 2019 city

budget is 7.6 percent higher than the 2018 bud-

get, and it comes with an 11.5 percent increase in
the city’s portion of the property tax levy.

“We're in a critical moment in our city;” Carter

said in his budget address on August 9. “We're

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter has proposed a
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growing, and were changing fast. And as we con-
tinue to emerge as a 21st-century global commu-
nity, we must work together to build a city that
truly works for all of us”

Citing the gaping political divide nationally,
Carter spoke of local unity and building a city
that reflects the local values. The mayor had
held a series of budget workshops in the neigh-
borhoods this summer. Out of those sessions,
he said, three investment priorities emerged:
affordable housing, free recreation center pro-
grams and support for small businesses.

Almost 55 percent of St. Paul’s annual budget
goes to the police and fire departments. Earlier
this year, Carter rejected Police Chief Todd Ax-
tell’s request for 50 additional police officers, say-
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ing the $5 million additional cost per year would
not leave much room for other initiatives. Carter
has proposed maintaining the current number
of 626 police officers. Their salaries will increase
by 11 percent over the next three years as pro-
vided in the contract approved in June by the
City Council.

Working with Axtell, Carter is supporting the
continuation of the $500,000 being spent annu-
ally on a mental health responder program that
has social workers and mental health profession-
als working more closely with police in mental
health crises. Carter’s budget also provides for
the assignment of four more investigators in the

2019 CITY BUDGET »2
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Carter answers council’s call for more spending on housing

By JANE MCCLURE

posed investing more than $71 million

over the next three years in the promo-
tion of new housing options citywide. Carter’s
proposal, which draws on various city, state
and federal sources, was applauded by the
City Council, which had passed a resolution
on July 18 calling for a larger investment in
housing.

“This is a bold and much-needed invest-
ment;” said Ward 3 City Council member
Chris Tolbert, who chairs the city’s Housing
and Redevelopment Authority (HRA). “More
housing, especially affordable housing, is
needed in every neighborhood in the city”

Carter proposed the new spending as part
of his 2019 city budget address. It includes a
one-time infusion of $10 million plus $2 mil-
lion in annual investments to address what
has been described as a housing crisis in St.
Paul.

The mayor has recommended several strat-
egies to tackle the housing crisis, including the
construction of new rental units targeted to
households making 30-50 percent of the area
media income, down-payment assistance for
first-time homebuyers, and pilot programs to
reduce housing production costs and increase
density. The mayor wants the city to acquire
and rehabilitate vacant homes to promote
“naturally occurring” affordable housing and
work to preserve existing rent- and income-
restricted buildings with expiring terms.

f ;t. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter has pro-

The mayor is also pushing for the city to
provide property tax incentives for land-
lords who keep rents affordable. Under the
so-called 4d Policy, apartment owners who
rent at least 20 percent of their units at an af-
fordable rate may be eligible for property tax
reductions through a Minnesota Housing Fi-
nance Agency program.

Investments in emergency housing assis-
tance and winter shelter, policies to reduce
the impact of credit and criminal background
checks on prospective tenants, and a new tool
to encourage housing code compliance with-
out displacing tenants or criminalizing prop-
erty owners are also proposed.

The mayor’s proposals were drawn from a
series of City Council policy sessions on the
housing crisis. St. Paul is dealing with a low,
2.4 percent vacancy rate in rental housing.
Rents have been on the rise for several years
and so has the incidence of homelessness.

The City Council, in its July 18 resolution,
called for the creation of a city advisory com-
mittee dedicated to housing stability with its
membership drawn from housing experts,
landlords, tenants, tenant advocates and
homeowners.

The city already has several housing ini-
tiatives in place, including tax credits for the
building and preservation of low-income
housing, emergency housing funding, a zon-
ing study regarding the building of accessory
dwellings on single-family lots, an emergen-
cy housing plan to support tenants who are
displaced from substandard housing, and a

citywide study to consider ways to “upzone”
properties for increased density.

The upzoning study, which is scheduled
to be completed by the end of 2019, was ini-
tially proposed as a citywide study by outgo-
ing Ward 4 City Council member Samantha
Henningson, but was scaled back to include
only transit corridors and 56 “neighborhood
nodes” as designated in the city’s draft 2040
Comprehensive Plan as potential locations for
higher-density mixed-use development.

City Council member Jane Prince intro-
duced the amendment scaling back the zon-
ing study. Her East Side ward wound up with
many more absentee landlords as the result of
the housing foreclosure crisis a decade ago,
and she was concerned that it would become
too easy for absentee landlords to add new
units to their rental properties.

Prince asked that the city set a goal for the
number of new housing units to be created.
She also asked that the city focus on sites that
are ready for redevelopment. According to
her, there are several sites on the East Side that
are primed for new higher-density housing.

The City Council has asked city staff to
study other possible housing programs. One
is a proposed tenant protection ordinance
that would provide for advance notification
of the sale of rental property, just-cause evic-
tion, the right to counsel in housing court,
and condemnation assessments on landlords.

Another study would bring forward ordi-
nances to reduce barriers for tenants, includ-
ing a ban-the-box measure to free people

from having to divulge their criminal history,
limiting rental application fees and increasing
the acceptance of housing choice vouchers.
The City Council would also like St. Paul to
enact inclusionary zoning to promote some
level of affordable housing in new develop-
ments.

One potential hot button is a study of
how the city defines a family for purposes
of housing and an increase from four to five
in the number of unrelated adults allowed in
a dwelling with more than four bedrooms.
While these changes could lead to better
use of some of the city’s larger single-family
homes, they raise red flags in neighborhoods
around colleges where students often crowd
into off-campus rental houses.

The City Council resolution on July 18 es-
tablished an ambitious goal of making a third
of all new housing units built in St. Paul over
the next 10 years affordable to households
earning 30-50 percent of the areas median
income. The resolution also recommended
including Section 8 training in the Landlord
101 course required for all new certificate of
occupancy holders.

Additional policy changes recommended in
the council resolution will take more time to
sort out. One is a proposal to use low-income
housing tax credits to provide more senior
housing. Another is a proposed requirement
that all housing projects receiving funding di-
rectly from the city or passed through the city
from state and federal sources accept Section
8 vouchers.

142019 CITY BUDGET

areas of violent crimes and sexual assaults
and two more commanders, one to lead the
sex crimes division and another to focus on
downtown.

About $1 million in additional spending
is proposed for the Fire Department. Part of
that increase would go to expanding non-
emergency medical services. Carter noted
that about 95 percent of fire calls are for para-
medic services, and nearly half of those are for
less serious medical assistance. He proposes
spending more than $500,000 to create basic
life support response teams at three fire sta-

tions to handle such calls, freeing up firefight-
ers and paramedics for more serious calls.

Citing the recent apprehension of an illegal
immigrant by federal Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement officers at City Hall, Carter
is asking the City Council to amend the 2018
city budget to establish a $100,000 immigra-
tion legal defense fund to keep immigrant
families safe and together. For 2019 he is pro-
posing the hiring of a full-time immigration
support services attorney in the City Attor-
ney’s Office to provide outreach, engagement,
support and advocacy to immigrants and
refugees in the city.

Carter’s budget includes $500,000 for the

interim implementation of the Capital City
Bikeway downtown, to fill some gaps in the
city’s bike network and to beef up the mainte-
nance of bike lanes citywide.

For the Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions, Carter has proposed hiring three more
inspectors and making technology improve-
ments to address a backlog in permits.

Other budget highlights include $3 million
for the first year of a three-year mill and over-
lay program for downtown streets, increas-
ing from $1.25 million to $2.5 million the
expenditure on neighborhood street work,
increasing from $1 million to $2.5 million the
expenditure on addressing the devastation of

the emerald ash borer, and increasing from
$100,000 to $300,000 the expenditure on free
recreation center programs for children.

To help pay for the budget increase, Carter
has proposed raising the city’s property tax
levy from about $142 million to $158 million.
That would increase the annual property tax
on a median-value, $186,200 home by about
$76. That figure does not include any increas-
es in property taxes levied by Ramsey County
and the St. Paul Public Schools.

The City Council will begin its review of
the mayor’s budget on August 15 with the goal
of adopting a final city budget and tax levy for
2019 in December.

1<« DOWLING GARDEN

A history book on the garden will be available
for purchase.

Victory Gardens were first cultivated dur-
ing World War I in reaction to food shortages
in the U.S. and Europe. When “the war to end
all wars” did not live up to expectations and
World War II broke out, Victory Gardens re-
turned. In fact, less than two weeks after the
bombing of Pearl Harbor, gardeners through-
out the country organized the American Vic-
tory Garden campaign patterned after the
World War I version.

The history of the land where the Dowling
Garden sits is as rich as the soil. Native Ameri-
cans protected the land for thousands of years.
With the coming of the white man it became
part of the Fort Snelling Military Reserve and
later changed hands several times.

Minneapolis Mayor William Eustis bought
the land in 1923 and donated 21 acres to
the Minneapolis Public Schools for a facility
to aid “the physical, intellectual and moral
well-being of crippled children” He made an
additional gift of $1 million to build Dowl-
ing School, which opened there in 1924. He
gave a portion of the land to the University
of Minnesota to build a hospital for children
with special needs. However, the hospital was
never built.

That land was still available at the start of
World War II and in 1943 the Victory Gar-
den was developed at a time when the war
was causing unprecedented shortages of food.
Elon and Rose Pearson were the first coordi-

Charlie Rieland, 2, munchies on freshly picked cherry tomatoes near a stand of dahlias
on his family’s plot at the Dowling Community Garden. pHoTo By BRAD STAUFFER

nators of the garden.

By 1944 about 40 percent of all vegetables
in Minnesota were being grown in Victory
Gardens. Numerous organizations promoted
them, including the Minneapolis Tribune via
columnist George Luxton.

The Dowling Garden encompassed nearly
20 acres at one point. After the war, it shrank
to just the northern portion of today’s garden.
It slowly expanded beginning in the 1960s
and into the 21st century, when it reached its

current 185 plots on roughly 3 acres of land.
The site is owned by the school district and
leased to the all-volunteer Dowling Garden
Committee, which in turn rents the plots to
individuals. Teachers at Dowling School also
use the garden as a learning space for their
students.

No pesticides are allowed at the garden and
each gardener must donate four volunteer
hours each season. Duties include filling the
water drums, cleaning the tool house, main-

taining the special garden plots and delivering
extra produce.

Since 2003, two tons of produce from the
garden have been donated each season to lo-
cal food shelves. The garden includes special
plots for children, for growing herbs and pol-
linators, for those in wheelchairs and for those
who can no longer bend but enjoy gardening
while standing. There are also straw bale gar-
dens and two gardens for local food shelves.

Specialty crops are also grown at the gar-
den. Jerry Foley has grown Beauregard Sweet
Potatoes there for many years. He starts the
sweet potato vines indoors each March, then
transplants them outdoors in mid-May. Other
gardeners, mentored by Foley, have added the
beta-carotene- and fiber-rich potatoes to their
plots.

Changes have improved the garden over
the years. Water is now available within 100
feet of all plots, which are now tended by
around 300 gardeners. Bird houses, benches
and a planned beehive invite even more par-
ticipants. Each year, gardeners donate extra
seeds and plants to other gardens and help
maintain the heirloom gardens at the John H.
Stevens House in Minnehaha Park.

Participants at Dowling learn gardening
as well as community-building skills, such
as grant writing, political organizing, and
teaching and demonstrating how to grow and
preserve food, all while making friends with
other gardening enthusiasts.

For more information on the garden and its
75th anniversary celebration, visit dowling-
communitygarden.org or call 612-467-9545.
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self starting in 2020. The company
expects the redevelopment to take
shape over the course of a decade
or longer, and new development
partners are likely to be announced
in October or November. Barranco
said that while Ryan has an impres-
sive record in retail, housing and
mixed-use construction, develop-
ments such as senior housing will
require partners.

The development team hopes to
schedule a series of meetings soon
to provide regular updates on the
project. Also getting underway this
year will be a mandatory environ-
mental study, called an Alternative
Urban Areawide Review, to outline
the likely impacts of the develop-
ment, including traffic, parking and
noise.

No date has been announced for
the transfer of ownership of the land
from Ford. Ryan has been in close
contact with the Dearborn-based
motor company about various is-
sues, including ongoing pollution
cleanup on the site and the future of
the Ford property that lies between
the Mississippi River and Mississip-
pi River Boulevard—acreage that is
not part of the master development
agreement.

Ryan has also met with officials
of Canadian Pacific Railroad, which
still owns the former 13-acre rail-
yard within the Ford property. That
land will also have to be cleaned up.

The Ryan team is well aware of
the longstanding dispute over the
Ford redevelopment between Sus-
tain Ward 3 and Neighbors for a
Livable St. Paul. Sustain Ward 3
members have embraced the city’s
high-density plan for as many as
4,000 new housing units on the
site, while Neighbors for a Livable
St. Paul have advocated a scaled-
back development that blends into
the surrounding neighborhood of
largely single-family homes and ad-
dresses their concerns about density
and traffic congestion.

“We're trying to reframe the nar-
rative,” Barranco said. “This is going
to be a phenomenal site when it’s
developed with outstanding public
amenities, including parks and a
central water feature. Those spaces

833 Holly Ave: Gorgeous,
loaded witK woodwork, antique
detail & modern amenities: cen-
tral air, mud room, master suite
& open kitchen-to-family room.
Steps from Grand Avenue!

Marcy Wengler e51 238-7434 $575,000
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MOVE RIGHT IN!
No work to do with this 4
% BR, 2 bath gem. Hardwood
T | floors, gas fireplace, granite
o @ counters, master bath, 3-sea-
son porch. 1369 Cleveland
Ave. Steps to the river.

Phyllis Salmen 612 750-3478  $439,900

will be unbelievable”

The Ford site presents new chal-
lenges for the Minneapolis-based
construction company. Typically,
when Ryan takes on a development
project, it comes with a blank slate.
“We have a site, we think through a
business plan and we bring forward
ideas,” Barranco said. With the Ford
site, the developers are working
with a city-approved master plan
that includes a street grid, public
spaces and six new zoning districts.

People should not expect a lot
of changes to the approved master
plan, according to Barranco. “We
think the master plan is outstand-
ing,” he said. “We think the work on
the master plan was time well spent,
and our goal is to deliver a project
based on the vision of the master
plan”

However, some modifications are
being considered. A strong prefer-
ence is being heard for new row-
houses or townhouses on the east-
ern portion of the site as a housing
option for young families as well as
empty nesters, according to Barran-
co. “There’s a lot of demand for that
type of housing, and there are a lot
of possibilities here,” he said. “We’re
playing with how that could work?”

The desire for more housing
options was evident at the July
31 meeting at Gloria Dei. As one
woman said, “Everyone who wants
to downsize is now ending up in
Mendota Heights?”

Another issue that is being re-
viewed are the building heights
recommended in the master plan.
With setbacks, those heights top out
at 10 stories. “Ten-story buildings
feel a bit out of scale to us,” Barran-
co said, “and that's something we’re
looking at”

That is not to say that the rede-
velopment will not be high-density.
The master plan calls for as many
as 4,000 new housing units with 20
percent affordable for households
earning from 50 to 60 percent of the
area’s median income.

“Density has been an interesting
balancing act;” Barranco said. “You
need density to provide ameni-
ties such as parks and open spaces.
Density is also an important driver
when you're investing in infrastruc-
ture” However, a development that

MAC-GROVELAND CHARM!
1319 Fairmount Ave: You'll love
this storybook Mac-Groveland
home. Coved ceilings, HDWD
floors, living room fireplace & de-
lightful upstairs master. Finished
basement & backyard with fire pit!

Marcy Wengler 651 238-7434 $400,000

HOME AND EXTRA LOT!

3 story home with beamed
ceiling, built-in buffet, hard-
wood floors and Flenty of
potential. Extra buildable lot
included. 3228 Portland Ave.
Mpls

Phyllis Salmen 612 750-3478

5

7

$355,000

The city of St. Paul’s master plan for redeveloping

the 135-acre Ford Site in Highland Park lays out new
streets and park spaces along with six zoning districts
for various residential and commercial uses. The key at
right indicates the zoning districts and the maximum
building heights in each of those districts. Higher
heights are allowed in some districts with the pro-

vision of more park space.

fits into the surrounding neighbor-
hood is another consideration, with
architecture that complements ex-
isting structures, he said.

“We've heard significant concerns
about the development needing
to feel like part of the surrounding
community and not create a situa-
tion where you cross a street and—
boom!—there’s a big new develop-

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

CLOSE TO PARK!

70 Morningside Dr: 3 BD, 2
BR split-level in a quiet neigh-
borhood 1 block from Battle
Creek Regional Park. Two
separate family room spaces,
loaded with potential!

Marcy Wengler 651238-7434  $209,900
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UNIQUE AND WONDERFUL!
265 Woodlawn: A treasured
architectural gem on glorious
90 x 208 lot, 1 block to Missi-
ssippi. Porch, balconies, 4BR,
5 baths, solid steel construc-
tion, mint condition.

MaryHardy 612751-0729  $735,000
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. Residential Mixed Low (55" Max)
- Residential Mixed Mid (65 or 75’ Max)'
B Residential Mixed High (75" or 110’ Max)?
I Business Mixed (75" Max)
- Gateway (65" Max)

ment there;” Barranco said.

The development team has also
given serious consideration to re-
taining the Little League fields, the
use of which was given over by
Ford 65 years ago. Many people
have called for the three ballfields
to be saved, but how they would be
retained and who would own and
manage them are open questions.

“It doesn’t help that some Major
League all-stars played there,” Bar-
ranco joked.

Another concern is the retail-
residential mix. According to Bar-
ranco, the intent is to not have too
much retail and to maintain a pref-
erence for locally owned businesses
over national chains.

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland - ¢s1698-2434

CHARMING CROCUS HILL!
757 Fairmount Ave: 1890s
home with gracious IivinP spac-
es and stunning original detail:
Woodwork, leaded glass, high
ceilings & natural light. Potential
to expand in attic & basement!

Marcy Wengler 651 238-7434 $775,000

WORLD CLASS LUXURY!
834 Summit Ave #1: One of
the most beautiful condos
in the Twin Cities! A David
Heide Design masterful
renovation, 3 BR, 2-car at-
tached garage.

MaryHardy 612751-0729 $1,190,000

7| ONE LEVEL LIVING!
% | 112 Western Ave N: Beautiful
1| main floor condo in historic
=¥ building in heart of Ramsey Hill.
. " 2BR, T BAloaded with original
L | charm & wonderful updates.
Private deck, garden and GA.
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VICTORIAN LOFT CONDO!
Updated condo in historic Castle
.| House offers loft style living in the
- | heart of Ramsey Hill. Private pa-
| tios, garage with extra off-street
parking, newer kitchen & closets.

One-of-a-kind!
Bryan Bedesseme12 382-8415  $220,000
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Hearing set Aug. 15 on allowing accessory dwellings citywide

By JANE McCLURE

ew regulations that would
‘ \ ‘ allow an accessory dwelling
on single-family properties
throughout St. Paul will be reviewed
by the City Council in a public hear-
ing at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, August
15, at City Hall. Three more dis-
trict councils weighed in on the
regulations in July—the Highland,
Summit Hill and Summit-Univer-
sity councils—and their comments
were mixed.

ADUs are being promoted as a
way for extended families to live
near each other while maintaining
some privacy. They are seen as a
way of promoting new and denser
housing options in the city.

Under the proposed regulations,
an accessory dwelling unit (ADU)
could be built inside or as an addi-
tion to an existing home, above a
garage or in a new building in the
backyard. The ADU would need to
have a separate entrance, separate
water and sewer service, and its own
kitchen and bathroom. They would
only be allowed on lots of 5,000 or
more square feet unless they are
built within an existing home, in
which case there would be no mini-
mum lot size. ADUs that are not
within an existing home could be

no larger than 800 square feet and
no higher than the existing house.
ADUs in the upper story of a house
or garage would not be allowed to
have exterior staircases in front. The
property on which the new units are
built must be owner-occupied and
have a deed restriction to ensure
that the property remains owner-
occupied as long as the ADU is
maintained.

Several of the city’s 17 district
councils have voted to support the
ADU regulations as proposed, in-
cluding the Union Park District
Council and the Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council. The
West Seventh/Fort Road Federation
has not taken a position, nor has the
CapitolRiver Council, which has no
single-family zoning in the down-
town area it serves.

The Highland District Council
(HDC) voted to support the regu-
lations on July 19. That same night,
the Summit Hill Association (SHA)
Zoning and Land Use Committee
voted 3-1 to recommend that ADUs
not be allowed in Summit Hill.

About three dozen people attend-
ed the SHA committee meeting,
and they were evenly divided for
and against. SHA committee mem-
bers said they would like to learn
more about the regulations and the
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Detached ADU

experience of ADUs in other neigh-
borhoods before encouraging them
in the neighborhood.

The Summit-University Plan-
ning Council (SUPC), which held a
neighborhood forum on the issue in
July, decided not to make a recom-
mendation on the regulations at its
meeting on July 24. “There’s a need
for much more robust outreach
and discussion on this;” said SUPC
Neighborhood Development Com-
mittee chair Mary Morris. “We're
only hearing from a very small sub-
set of people”

St. Paul currently allows ADUs
on single-family properties within
a half-mile of the light-rail Green
Line between Lexington Parkway
and the western city limits. ADUs
are also allowed on properties that
have had carriage houses or ser-

vants’ quarters in the past.

Minneapolis has allowed ADUs
for the past two years and now has
close to 100 of them. However,
about half of those were existing
units that have since been legalized,
according to Jamie Radel, a senior
city planner for St. Paul.

Although only one ADU has
been built in St. Paul since the
Green Line district was established
in 2016, interest has been high in
other neighborhoods. When sev-
eral district councils asked if their
neighborhoods could be included
in the ADU area, the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission voted to recom-
mend that ADUs be allowed city-
wide.

So far, the most contentious dis-
cussion on the issue occurred be-
fore the SHA committee on July

19. Summit Hill residents who sup-
ported the ADU regulations talked
of the advantages of having an adult
child or an elderly parent living
nearby. “I don't think we'll see a lot
of these built, but having the option
does give people some flexibility;
said SHA committee member Sonja
Mason.

Others were worried about added
density and the congestion ADUs
might create. Some residents asked
how the city would guarantee that
ADUs do not become part of larg-
er rental properties. A few people
wondered if the neighborhood
would be going back to the days
when larger homes were subdivided
into small apartments or rooming
houses. Parking congestion and the
effects on property taxes were other
concerns. Radel said the city has not
looked at the impact on property
taxes.

Lori Brostrom, who chairs the
SHA committee, was not convinced
of the benefits of ADUs. “These
are permanent changes to homes,”
she said. “We were surprised when
the Planning Commission recom-
mended that they be allowed city-
wide” Brostrom also objected to the
lack of a neighborhood notification
requirement before an ADU could
be added.

Redesign of Starbucks’ drive-thru OK'd at Marshall-Snelling

BY JANE MCCLURE

designed yet again in an effort to improve

Starbucks’ drive-through lane has been re-
traffic safety around the coffee shop at

Marshall and Snelling avenues.

The St. Paul Planning Commission voted
11-2 on August 10 to approve the new de-
sign, which increases the capacity of the
drive-through lane from nine to 12 vehicles,
or enough to eliminate traffic backups on
Marshall even at peak periods, according to
engineering consultants from the firm Kim-

ley-Horn.

Two customer parking spaces will be re-
moved to make room for the longer drive-
through lane, reducing the total to 10. The
total cost of the redesign is about $100,000,

which will be covered by Starbucks.

The Planning Commission attached two
conditions to its approval of the new design.
The coffee shop must employ a traffic control
officer during morning rush hours. Starbucks
also must install collapsible plastic tubes in the
middle of the Marshall right-of-way. Pending
the approval of county and state transporta-
tion officials, the tubes will act as a median to
prevent left turns. They will be removed in the
winter to allow for snow removal.

Long lines in Starbucks’ drive-through lane
have vexed local residents since the coffee
shop first opened more than a year ago. Dur-
ing peak periods, the line extends into Mar-
shall, blocking bike and traffic lanes.

The Planning Commission's Zoning Com-
mittee held a public hearing on the drive-
through’s redesign in July, but laid the matter
over when it became clear it did not have the

provement.”

votes to make a recommendation.
Planning Commission chair Betsy Reveal
called the design changes “a marginal im-

Commissioner Cedrick Baker said that
while he does not believe the design changes
will address many of the neighborhood’s con-
cerns, they are better than doing nothing.

“My attitude is that the city screwed up in
granting the (drive-through) permit in the
first place,” said commissioner Kris Fredson.

Starbucks would like to make other traffic
safety improvements, according to its attor-
ney, William Griffiths. In a letter to the Plan-
ning Commission, Griffiths stated that Star-
bucks has been working with Ramsey County
on “several proposed improvements to the
Marshall right-of-way” These include strip-
ing a parking lane next to the curb for about

nine vehicles and moving the bike lane to the
left side of the parking lane. However, the plan
has raised objections from bicyclists.

In fact, the redesign of the Starbucks drive-

through has drawn 43 letters in opposition.
The Union Park District Council (UPDC)
recommended denial of the redesign. UPDC
board members have pushed for the city to
revoke the conditional use permit for the
Starbucks drive-through, as has the St. Paul
Bicycle Coalition.

St. Paul requires conditional use permits for
all drive-throughs, whether they are at coffee
shops, restaurants, banks or other businesses.
Conditions may be attached to the permits to
address concerns about traftic flow and excess
noise. The public may request that a permit
be revoked, Reveal said, but only if the permit
conditions are being violated.
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An artist’s rendering of the south side of the O’Gara’s project looking toward the north-
west and showing the second-story deck and pool above Hague Avenue.

Rezoning OK'd for new 5-story
building on site of O’Gara’s Bar

BY JANE MCCLURE

r I the St. Paul City Council unanimously
approved the rezoning of four proper-
ties where a new five-story apartment

building is planned on the southeast corner of
Selby and Snelling avenues. Pending the city’s
approval of a site plan and traffic management
plan for the development, demolition may be-
gin of O'Gara’s Bar and Grill and the three ad-
jacent houses on Hague Avenue to make way
for the new building.

The O’'Gara family has been working with
Ryan Companies on the redevelopment
project. Construction is expected to begin
later this year and take about a year. When
completed, the building will house a smaller
O'Garas Bar & Grill and a small co-working
space on the first floor and 163 apartments on
the first through fifth floors. Parking will be
provided underground and on the first level.

A third-generation family business,
O'Gara’s has been operating at 164 N. Snel-
ling Ave. since 1941. The redevelopment will
reduce the bar and restaurants space from
about 20,000 to 4,100 square feet.

The project has the support of the Union
Park District Council (UPDC), the Midway
Chamber of Commerce and the Selby-Snel-
ling Area Business Association. However, the
owners and residents of homes east and south
of the site continue to raise concerns about the
height and design of the building, which they
fear will impinge on their privacy and peace
and quiet.

Tony Barranco of Ryan Companies and
O'Gara’s co-owner Dan O'Gara said they will
continue to work with neighbors on building
design and traffic issues. “We're committed to
staying engaged with the neighborhood,” Bar-
ranco said.

Hague Avenue residents are concerned

about a patio and pool planned for a second-
story deck on the south side of the building.
According to Barranco, the building’s upper
floors will be stepped back from the Hague
Avenue property line to reduce the building’s
mass and the second-story deck will be land-
scaped to muffle any noise.

“I'm very much in support of the project,”
said Pete Clasen, who owns a building on
Hague across from the proposed deck, “but I
feel like we got misinformation.” According to
Clasen and Hague Avenue resident Sue Roh-
land, plans for the deck and pool should have
been shared with neighbors sooner so they
could have their concerns about late-night
parties on the deck addressed in advance.

Clasen said the final building plans were
not available until just before a UPDC Land
Use Committee meeting in June, and he had
been told there would not be a pool. “If I'd
known about (the deck and pool), I would've
hesitated to sign the consent petition,” he said.

Rohland is concerned that the new build-
ing will add to the neighborhood’s parking
crunch. “Traffic and parking on Hague are
bad now;” she said, “and its going to get so
much worse”

The O'Gara’s buildings and the three houses
at 1551-59 Hague Ave. have been rezoned to
Traditional Neighborhoods (TN) 3. O’Gara’s
property had been zoned for TN2 and the
houses had been zoned for townhouses. TN3
zoning further relaxes the off-street parking
requirements and allows for heights of up to
55 feet. However, a conditional use permit
approved for the project earlier this summer
by the St. Paul Planning Commission will al-
low for a height of up to 63 feet. The develop-
ers have indicated that they do not think the
building will be taller than 60 feet, but they
wanted the flexibility of three additional feet.

By BiLL WAGNER

reg’s Auto Repair, a fixture at 4737
GMinnehaha Ave. S. in Minneapolis

for the last 43 years, closed its doors
last month. Owner and operator Greg Her-
dina has decided to hang it up following the
signing of a purchase agreement earlier this
year with Lander Group, a South Minneap-
olis developer that specializes in urban infill
and mixed-use projects.

The company plans to construct a four-
story apartment building on the site with
a mix of 37 studio, one-bedroom and two-
bedroom units. The property is located just
north of Minnehaha Park and includes the

Lander Group to build 37 apartments
on site just north of Minnehaha Park

site of Greg’s Auto Repair as well as an ad-
jacent double bungalow. Lander Group rep-
resentative Tony Kriha did not respond to
inquiries to discuss the development.

Herdina, 68, said it was time for him to
move on. The former South Minneapolis
resident said he would continue to work on
vehicles elsewhere but on a part-time basis.

“It’s hard to go to work for someone else
when you've been working for yourself all
these years,” he said.

The Lander Group also is currently de-
veloping the 38th Street Station, which will
include new apartments along with retail
and office space on East 38th Street and Hi-
awatha Avenue South.
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Ramsey County proposes 4.3% increase in tax levy for 2019

BY JANE MCCLURE

amsey County is eyeing a 4.3 percent
Ri7ncrease in its property tax levy and a
.8 percent hike in its regional rail au-
thority levy for next year. The County Board
got its first look at the proposed 2019 budget
on August 7. The review process will continue
until December 11 when the budget and lev-
ies will be adopted.

The budget was presented by new county
manager Ryan O'Connor, a Snelling-Ham-
line resident. He described the budget as a
“residents-first approach,” with a focus on
investments that will improve programs and
services.

The county is proposing a 3.3 percent total
budget increase of $23.8 million in 2019. The
4.3 percent hike in the property tax levy, or
$13.3 million, is the same percentage as this
years.

The total proposed 2019 budget is $737.8
million. That is $1.5 million higher than the
amount that received preliminary approval in
December 2017 when the county set its 2018-
2019 biennial budget. The increase will be
covered with grants and budget reserves.

O’Connor said no new or significant chang-
es are proposed in the 2019 budget from what
was envisioned a year ago. Property taxes

Gentlemen, start your...scooters

make up 42 percent or $312.4 million of the
budgets financing. The remaining revenue
comes from state and federal funds, charges
for services and other sources.

“This proposed budget keeps us on track
with the direction established last year in the
2018-2019 budget,” O’Connor said. “We con-
tinue to balance fiscal restraint with invest-
ments in our resident-first priorities to im-
prove and modernize service delivery.”

O’Connor described how part of the budget
focuses on looking toward the year 2040. He
also outlined the challenges the county faces.
One is an expectation for responsive, high-
quality services delivered quickly. Another
is poverty. Of the Twin Cities metropolitan
area counties, Ramsey County has the highest
share of neighborhoods experiencing poverty.
Other challenges include rising inflation and
labor costs.

The county recently restructured its de-
partments into broader service teams, and
the 2019 budget reflects that approach. Three
areas take up most of the budget expendi-
tures. They include health and wellness at 49
percent or $363 million, safety and justice at
18 percent or $134.6 million, and economic
growth and community investment at 18 per-
cent or $128.7 million.

The regional rail authority, which was sepa-

rate for many years, was merged into econom-
ic growth and capital investment three years
ago. It has its own levy authority. Regional rail
has levies of $22.5 million for 2018 and $24.4
million for 2019.

One key focus of the 2019 budget in the area
of community services is to reduce homeless-
ness by moving long-term shelter users into
transitional housing. Other needs are to ad-
dress higher foster care placement costs, and
to increase public health services from nurses
and family health educators.

In the area of public safety, the budget al-
lows the county to sustain a full staff and to
update security at the Adult Detention Center
in downtown St. Paul. The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment portable and mobile radios will be re-
placed and updated, court security and safety
will be improved, and the “Start by Believing”
criminal sexual assault prevention initiative
will be expanded.

Riverview Corridor transit planning is one
of the priorities in the county’s capital invest-
ments. Riverview would extend from the St.
Paul's Union Depot through the West End
and Highland Park neighborhoods to Min-
neapolis-St. Paul International Airport and
Mall of America. Other transit corridors eyed
for planning are the East Side’s Gold Line and
Rush Line.

Additional capital investments for 2019
include expanded county road and bridge
maintenance and construction projects; ice
rink improvements for the Aldrich, Shorev-
iew and White Bear Lake arenas; and contin-
ued work on facility planning.

The county also wants to enhance resident
services in 2019. That includes expanding
early voting and election services, improv-
ing property appraisal services, and updating
county technology systems for property valu-
ation, financial and human resources man-
agement, and related staff support.

The County Board will hold budget hear-
ings by department from August 13-28, with
a public hearing set for 1 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11, at the Courthouse, 15 W. Kellogg
Blvd. Commissioners will adopt a maximum
property tax levy on September 18.

The Joint Property Tax Advisory Commit-
tee will adopt an overall maximum levy for the
city, county and school district on September
24. The annual truth-in-taxation notices will
be mailed out starting November 10. A sec-
ond public hearing on the county budget is
tentatively set for 6 p.m. Monday, November
26, at the Union Depot, 240 E. Kellogg Blvd.

More details on the county’s 2019 budget
are available at ramseycounty.us/budget.
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Council regulates
new way to get
around St. Paul

BY JANE MCCLURE

he St. Paul City Council vot-
Ted on August 1 to approve a

pilot program for electronic
scooters on city streets that will run
until November 30 or the first mea-
surable snowfall.

The program sets guidelines for
use of the city right-of-way, spells
out where scooters may park and
sets @ maximum number of scoot-
ers per company. It also outlines
fees, liability insurance and other
regulations. The program will be
evaluated after the trial period. A
permanent process is expected to be
rolled out in 2019.

The electronic scooter or e-scoot-
er companies are already rolling
into the city. The first legal scooters
were placed on city streets on Au-
gust 7 by Lime, a company that is
based in San Mateo, California.

Lisa Hiebert, the spokesper-
son for the St. Paul Department
of Public Works, said the city also
anticipates signing a contract with

San Diego-based Bird Rides, which
vexed officials earlier this summer
when it deposited scooters on side-
walks without prior city approval.
St. Paul ordered Bird to pick up its
scooters by July 20 or have them
confiscated.

Bird and Lime appear to be the
main e-scooter vendors, although
city officials said they would not
be surprised to hear from oth-
ers. Under the pilot program, each
company can provide a maximum
of 150 scooters in St. Paul, though
that number can be adjusted at the
discretion of Public Works director
Kathy Lantry.

Mayor Melvin Carter announced
the creation of the pilot program af-
ter Bird swooped in with about 200
scooters scattered around the Twin
Cities. While some residents and
business owners were annoyed by
the scooters left on random street
corners, others said they welcomed
the new mode of transportation.

“St. Paul is open for business and
a place where innovative compa-
nies can start up, grow and thrive,”
Carter said. “This scooter-share pi-
lot program will provide residents
with access to this new way of get-
ting around our city”

St. Paul officials decided this

summer to tie the scooter program
in with the upcoming rollout of a
shared-use, dockless bicycle sys-
tem. The city has utilized the Nice
Ride bike-sharing program for sev-
eral years, but the bicycles must be
docked at specific locations. Dock-
less bikes could be placed anywhere.

The agreement with the e-scooter
companies defines the vehicles as
motorized foot scooters with han-
dlebars, designed to be stood or sat
upon by the operator, and powered
by a gas engine or electric motor.
The scooters can have no more than
two 12-inch or smaller wheels and
reach a maximum speed of 15 mph
on a flat surface.

Vendors must carry insurance
and pay the city $1 per day per
scooter, with payments and reports
due monthly. They also must reim-
burse city staff $35 per scooter that
has to be relocated when not left on
sidewalks.

The scooters must be kept in good
working condition, have front and
rear lights, and identification num-
bers and customer contact informa-
tion. They cannot be parked in bike
racks, along streets, in driveways or
outwalks, or in other specified ar-
eas. Scooters must be left standing
up when the riders are done.

Andrea Smith and Matt Duea tour downtown St. Paul on electronic
scooters on a warm Sunday afternoon. proto By Lou MicHAELS

Anyone can find an available
scooter with a smartphone app.
Riders typically pay $1 to unlock a
scooter for half an hour and then 15
cents per mile.

Riders must follow the same state
laws as bicyclists. They can ride
scooters on the right side of the
street or in a bike lane, but not on
sidewalks.

City requires landlords to inform tenants how to register to vote

By JANE MCcCLURE

!’ I the St. Paul City Council voted 5-1 on
August 8 to require all landlords in the
city to distribute voter registration in-

formation to new tenants moving into their
buildings. The new ordinance was hailed by
some as a way to increase voter turnout at the
polls. It was opposed by about a dozen land-
lords who voiced their displeasure with yet
another city mandate.

“Whats going to be next?” asked landlord
Richard Grogan. He and other landlords said
that despite their best efforts to give tenants
the information they need, some tenants do
not even read their leases.

Tim Harwig, whose family owns a triplex

in Merriam Park, raised the possibility that
landlords who are required to distribute vot-
er registration information could use that to
influence tenants as to who and what to vote
for. “The job of encouraging people to vote is
better left to yourselves,” Harwig told the City
Council.

Harwig and other landlords said they
would be happy to hang up posters in their
buildings about voter registration, but they
would rather not have to distribute that infor-
mation to their tenants’ apartments.

“I treat my tenants as adults,” said Alisa
Lein, whose family owns properties with
more than 180 tenants. “I'm not their mom?”

That sentiment was echoed by other land-
lords, including Brian Kelly, who asked the

City Council in an email, “Really? Should I
notify my tenants in writing that they should
file their income taxes by April 15, that they
should get a dental cleaning every six months,
that they should do a free credit check once a
year and renew their drivers’ license when it
expires? These are adults were dealing with.
Landlords are not tenants’ parents””

City Council member Jane Prince cast the
sole vote against the proposed ordinance
(council member Dan Bostrom was absent).
While she fully supports efforts to encourage
renters to vote, Prince said, there are other
ways to do that. She also questioned how the
ordinance would be enforced.

According to City Council member Rebec-
ca Noecker, the additional burden on land-

lords is “minimal”

City Council member Amy Brendmoen
called it a “small request””

Minneapolis has had a similar requirement
since 2015.

The new regulation will affect about 15,000
landlords, who will be notified about the or-
dinance by mail before it takes effect in early
September. Failure to comply will be a petty
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to
$300.

The mandate has the support of Ramsey
County elections manager Joe Mansky. He
told the City Council at an August 1 public
hearing that “certain parts of the community
are chronically underrepresented” at the polls,
including young adults and renters.
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Citizens unhappy with new organized
trash system give City Council an earful

By JANE MCCLURE

s St. Paul prepares for the October roll-
A:)ut of organized residential trash col-

ection, city officials continue to hear
from residents who are disgruntled with the
mandated program. Owners of small multi-
family properties and zero-waste advocates
are also protesting the city’s new trash collec-
tion system because of the higher costs, the
proliferation of trash carts and the inability of
homeowners to share carts.

Several people testified against the pro-
gram at an August 1 public hearing, asking
the city to renegotiate its five-year contract
with garbage haulers. The public hearing on
the city ordinance that outlines the provisions
of the new program will continue at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 22. City Council mem-
bers said that though they understand resi-
dents’ concerns, the contract has been signed
and cannot be changed.

“This was a really frustrating hearing’
said Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca
Noecker on August 1. She and other council
members said they are aware of the issues
faced by the owners of duplexes, triplexes and
fourplexes and will continue to monitor the
program for possible changes in the future.

Meanwhile, a group called St. Paul Trash
has organized a petition drive, seeking 5,000
to 6,000 signatures to put the question of or-
ganized trash collection on a future city bal-
lot. Members of another group called St. Paul
CARTless (for Community Action to Reduce
Trash) were out in local neighborhoods last
weekend and on National Night Out also
seeking signatures.

The city has already assigned neighbor-
hoods to a specific private hauler and trash
collection day and recently mailed out a bro-
chure to residents with information on the
new program. Under the program, trash and
recycling days will be the same in most neigh-
borhoods, and after the first 90 days residents
will be able to change the cart size they select-
ed earlier this year.

Complaints about the new program have
been most prevalent among the owners of
small rental buildings.“There are more is-
sues here than meet the eye,” said Khalid el-

News Briefs

Effendi, a Ramsey Hill resident who shares
a three-unit building with two other house-
holds. El-Effendi has been a proponent of
organized collection, but he objects to the
city program. The garbage disposal costs for
his building will double, he said. Currently,
he and his neighbors fill one small trash cart
each week and they lack the space for three
new trash carts in addition to their recycling
carts. “Were going to have carts all over the
place,” he said.

Kate Leisses and her family, who own a tri-
plex in Merriam Park, have worked to reduce
their trash volume over the years and do not
even fill a 64-gallon cart each week. Neverthe-
less, her trash disposal costs will triple under
the new system, she said.

Landlord Alisa Lien showed the City Coun-
cil photos of the two adjacent four-plexes her
family owns on Milton Street. The buildings
currently share one dumpster, but soon will
have to place eight trash carts alongside their
six recycling carts. “Space-wise, its crazy;,
Lien said. Her tenants will lose their off-street
parking, she said, and her trash disposal costs
willincrease 317 percent. She plans to increase
her tenants’ monthly rent by $20 per unit to
help cover the cost increase. “Its just not fair
for tenants to have to absorb the costs,” Lien
said. She urged the city to delay the program
until a solution can be found for small rental
buildings.

Some property owners have found that
their homes have been improperly classified
by the city. Jason Worden has owned a home
in the Snelling-Hamline neighborhood since
1996. It once was a duplex, but has been a
single-family home for more than a decade.
Nevertheless, his family is being required by
the city to have two trash carts. Unless he can
iron that problem out, he stated, his annual
trash collection costs will increase from $344
to $768—for just two individuals.

“The per-unit assessment of this ordinance
needs to be corrected as it penalizes, and is
significantly unfair, to many residents,” Wor-
den said. “The service should allow for the
sharing of trash carts or be assessed on the
basis of the number of unrelated families re-
siding on a property”

For information, visit stpaul.gov/garbage.

St. Paul approves variance for
relocation of Big Top Liquors

The St. Paul City Council on August 1
granted a variance from liquor store distance
requirements to the Applebaum Company
doing business as Big Top Liquors. The ap-
proval allows the longtime Midway Cen-
ter business to occupy the former Midway
Perkins site at 1544 University Ave.

The council also waived the 45-day wait-
ing period for the liquor license change and
approved the move of Big Top's tobacco sales
license.

Earlier this year, the City Council amended
the distance requirements for off-sale liquor
stores. The city requires a half-mile space
between liquor stores. Big Top was grandfa-
thered in, but the move to a new location put
it out of compliance. Its current building is
being torn down to make way for an interim
parking lot and ultimately redevelopment ad-
jacent to the new Allianz Field Major League
Soccer stadium.

The move also puts the new store within
300 feet of a protected use, so that distance re-
quirement also had to be amended. Schools,
places of worship, child care centers and resi-
dentially zoned properties are among protect-
ed uses in St. Paul. City staff agreed to waive
that condition after no objections were raised
by immediate neighbors.

The Union Park District Council supported

Big Top's requests. The business owners also
were able to obtain 78 percent support from
the owners of nearby residential properties.

Pawn America gets license
to reopen at University-Fry

The St. Paul City Council decided on Au-
gust 1 that Pawn America can return to its
former Merriam Park location. The pawn
shop had operated at 1636 University Ave.
since 1997, but closed during bankruptcy
and reorganization. Since the shop had been
closed for less than a year, city staff said it did
not have to seek a new conditional use permit
to reinstate its license.

Rixmann Companies, which owns Pawn
America, told city officials at a July licensing
hearing that the store will have 15-18 employ-
ees when it reopens. Although city officials
received several letters and emails objecting
to the pawn shop, no one appeared at a July
legislative hearing to address the license re-
quest. The Union Park District Council took
no position.

The pawn shopss license was approved with
two conditions: that temporary signs not cov-
er more than 30 percent of the window area
and block views into the cashier station, and
that Pawn America comply with all local, state
and federal laws.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.
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570 Selby Avenue #2 - Completely updated top floor
condo featuring b'ful kitchen w/SS appliances & stone
c-tops. Large BR & full BA, 1 garage stall, free laundry, &
pets/rentals allowed!

i . ):. - - R e,
2196 St. Clair Avenue - Inviting Cape Cod with many ar-
chitectural features. Beautifully maintained and updated
throughout. Chef's kitchen, main flr family room, 5 BR’s, 3

BA’s, Double garage. $699,000 $174,900

1595 Berkeley Avenue - Charming 1.5 story in demand lo-
cation! Large LR/DR, main floor master with % bath. Three
bedrooms up. Newer 2 car garage. $319,900

2091 Bayard Avenue - Handsome English Tudor just blocks
to the Village & the River! Perfectly maintained with new win-
dows throughout, kitchen/family room combination. B'ful
floors & natural woodwork. New Price! $424,900

1619 Scheffer Avenue - Hansel & Gretel Tudor style! This
story book 2 story is stunning! Architect designed kitchen,
nooks & crannies, hardwood floors, beautifully finished lower
level, 3 BR's, 2 BA's. A show stopper!! Now $435,000

1883 Selby Avenue - Coming Soon! Big, bright & spacious!
4 BR's — Lots of possibilities to increase your equity
quickly. Put your blue jeans on and get your hammer and
paint brush ready! Mid $300's

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE. I
bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116
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SUMMER ON THE PATIO!

Take in the beautiful summer weather outside on
the patio while you enjoy a cold beverage or one
of Sweet Pea’s signature selections.

DELIVERY FEE LOWERD TO
$2.99 THROUGH AUGUST!

Can’t get to our place?
Get it delivered through our

squcd partner, Bite Squad.
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RANDOLPH AND SNELLING * 651-698-0100 - SWEETPEASPUB.COM

v $100

¢ s SIGNING
DRAFTPARTY | BONUS

FOR DRAFT PARTIES
o OF 8 OR MOREY"

time Pick Green Mill for your football fantasy draft party headquarters. For draft parties of
8 or more we'll even throw in $100 in bonus cards to be used for future visits**
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57 SOUTH HAMLINE  ST. PAUL » 651-690-0539 « GREENMILL.COM

*Reservations are required for the $100 signing bonus. **Bonus cards are given in $10 increments.
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Viewpoint

St. Paul deprivatized
recycling 30 years ago
and we’ve been paying
for it ever since

By KATHLEEN DEMING

system. It's not a legitimate function of government. Nor

has it anything to do with wear and tear on the alleys. It's
all another money grab by the city, and it’s going to cost many
people higher fees for trash collection.

Take a look at your property tax statement and see what
you're paying for weekly recycling pickup. Before the city
took it over in the mid- to late 1980s, recycling was largely
free, provided citywide by Recycling Unlimited, a private
company started by a Merriam Park family. Papa Carroll
Nelson was a general contractor. Mama Joann Nelson took
care of the business details. And there were two sons, the
older of whom, Brant Nelson, was a Boy Scout who needed a
project to earn his Eagle Scout award.

The family put out notices that on one Saturday each
month they would accept bundled newspapers for recycling.
People could drop off the bundles in their alley, and the
family would haul them away for sale to paper recyclers. The
service became so popular that the newspapers began to
be accepted every Saturday and the collection expanded to
include steel and aluminum cans and glass bottles and jars.

The Nelson family moved to Macalester-Groveland, and
new recycling dropoff sites were established at neighborhood
locations, such as the Red Owl (now Kowalski’s) supermarket
on Grand Avenue. Carroll began working full time in
recycling. What had begun as a Scout project became a
private nonprofit organization. Trucks were purchased and
regular alley pickups began. A processing plant was acquired,
and more people were hired as the business continued to
expand.

Recycling Unlimited’s trucks had 12-foot boxes with
bins on the sides. Each truck was staffed by a driver and
two men on the back who worked both sides of the alley
simultaneously. Many of the organization’s employees were
entry-level, people who needed the job to learn new skills and
develop a solid work ethic.

I followed Recycling Unlimited’s expansion for quite some
time and would call Joann periodically to see how things
were going. In 1982 when I began to appear occasionally as
the Home Expert on KSTP-TV’s “Good Company; Joann
asked me if Id like to join Recycling Unlimited’s board.
Absolutely.

At our board meetings we discussed what was going on
in St. Paul. We knew that consultants from the Institute for
Local Self-Reliance in Washington, D.C., had been hired
to advise the city—about what exactly we didn’t know. We
thought they might have aims as green as ours, though
their green appeared to be more about money than the
environment.

In the fall of 1982, one of those consultants, David
Morris, spoke at Recycling Unlimited’s first awards dinner.
Afterwards, I drove him back to his Minneapolis hotel and
we agreed to get together to talk about recycling and other
green ideas. Shortly thereafter, it became apparent that Morris
was taking ideas gleaned from other people and feeding them
to the city, which was breathing down Joann’s neck wanting
to know who our outsources were. The city, it seemed,
wanted to get in on the action.

Recycling Unlimited board meetings became largely
discussions of how hard the city was pushing to get
information on the sources of our sales, as millions of dollars
were entering the federal pipeline to get cities involved in
recycling.

As Recycling Unlimited reached the point of weekly
collections in all but one section of the city, things began
to happen in rapid succession. The Recycling Unlimited
business office was broken into. Only business files were
taken, and fortunately we had backups. A brake line was cut
on one of the trucks. On another truck, the lug nuts were
loosened on a front wheel, which fell off at highway speed.

f ;t. Paul doesn't need a city-mandated trash collection
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High cost of organized trash

I just received my information for the new trash
collection system. I have a duplex, and I was assigned two
medium carts, although I had asked for one small cart for
the two homes. My tenant and I are devoted recyclers and
composters, so our trash never even fills up one cart. My two
medium carts will cost me $192.18 per quarter or $768.72 per
year, a $426.56 increase over my previous trash-hauling costs.

How is an increase like this possible? There have been no
significant increases in wages recently, nor an increase in
gas prices. My trash hauler, as far as I know, was making a
profit. I emailed the St. Paul Department of Public Works
and was told the city negotiated a five-year contract with the
trash haulers. No options or choices are permitted for fixed-
income, low-income homeowners such as me. I am retired. I
have a duplex but I cannot raise the rent because my tenant is
also low-income.

I am just stunned that these negotiations took place
apparently without including homeowners and building
owners. [ agreed that this new system probably makes more
sense, although I did not want to lose my very good trash
hauler. But I cannot imagine what would cause such an
enormous increase in cost and why the community was not
brought into the negotiations.

Virginia Martin
Summit-University

Workers and the minimum wage

There have been several letters to the Villager Inbox
advocating for a minimum wage of $15 in St. Paul.
Supporters believe this is good for the economy and will lift
everyone up. The sad truth is, it will lead to more automation
and less employment for low-income people.

Jobs most susceptible to automation are physical ones
in predictable environments. These include workers who
operate machinery, prepare fast food, collect and process
data, originate mortgages and do paralegal and accounting
work. Automation has begun to accelerate as businesses look
to cut labor costs and benefits.

The Globe and Mail reported recently that New England-
based Symbotic LLC has made autonomous warehouse
robots that fulfill orders far faster and more efficiently than
employees, cutting labor costs by 80 percent while filling the
same number of orders in a space 25 to 40 percent smaller.
Pasadena-based Miso Robotics is rolling out a “robotic
kitchen assistant” called Flippy that can flip 2,000 hamburgers

a day for a fast-food restaurant. Hadrian X, a robot named
after the second-century Roman emperor who built Hadrian's
Wall, may soon be laying bricks far faster and more cheaply
than any human can. Once commercially available, this robot
will be capable of laying approximately 1,000 bricks per hour.
This means that it could build the entire shell of a building in
just two days rather than the four to six weeks needed for a
human crew to complete the same task.

Jobs safest from the effects of automation involve managing
people, high-level expertise and unpredictable environments.
These include engineers, scientists, health care providers,
educators and IT professionals, as well as gardeners,
plumbers and elder care providers. To grow the economy, our
society will need to focus on educating workers to manage
these more complex jobs. We should focus on developing a
partnership between government and industry to make sure
the U.S. economy has properly trained workers. We shouldn’t
be focused on driving up labor costs for dying jobs like
trucking, manufacturing, mining and burger flipping.

Jim Piga
Highland Park

Back to the basics in education

Let’s put a stop to misbranding adequate nutrition,
housing, and physical and mental heath services as education.
I also have trouble with “wrap-around services,” which
apparently include nurses, counselors and social workers.
And what is this about relationships, timely feedback and
differentiated learning experiences? A lot of fancy word fluff.
What happened to the idea that the job of the teacher is to
teach and the job of the student is to learn?

Yes, teachers are underpaid. Yes, teachers are under
stress (I believe primarily because they have been left with
no control over students). I know of teachers who have left
the St. Paul Public Schools to teach in a private school and
a school operated by a church to get away from the stress,
though they have taken pay cuts to do so.

Eight years ago Governor Mark Dayton promised a
better education system. Look at St. Paul today. We have a
whole building full of administrators who are apparently
dumbfounded when situations arise requiring study after
study by outsiders for handling problems in our schools. Yet
the problems, including violence against teachers, continue
and real education suffers horribly.

INBOX »9
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Let’s properly fund education as education, and let’s properly fund
other services separately. Our teachers deserve a break. They should
be able to teach without worrying about how they’re going to pay for
classroom supplies.

Ilike Erin Murphy. She is the only representative I have who
actually responds to my questions. I hope she will consider separating
the funding for what I call state responsibilities from education.

Roger Anderson
Summit Hill

State of things to come?

I don't have a dog in the fight to be our next governor, but the
advertisements by those who want the job are crazy. One says he'll
see to it that folks getting welfare benefits actually qualify for them.
What a novel idea! Another says he'll “fully fund” the public schools.
What do we currently spend per pupil in the Twin Cities? How much
will we spend if the schools are fully funded? Another candidate will
“fight” the Wall Street banks. Gosh, who doesn’t want a governor
who'll fight Wall Street banks?

Maybe this dude Dayton isn't as dafty as I believed.

T.]. Sexton
Highland Park

Density as destiny in Mendota Hts.

Residents of Minneapolis and St. Paul are convulsed with the
question of the density of development in residential neighborhoods.
In both cities, city leaders are considering 2040 Comprehensive Plans
that call for allowing four-plex units on single-family lots. By state
law, 2040 Comprehensive Plans must receive the approval of the
Metropolitan Council. It is no secret that this body has consistently
advocated support for higher-density development and has
overlooked the increased traffic that such density brings.

Should density be destiny in Mendota Heights? The city’s
preliminary draft 2040 Comprehensive Plan suggests support for this
idea. The four regional development policies it sets forth essentially
replicate those specified in the Met Council’s Thrive 2040 plan. Policy
1 (Orderly and Efficient Land Use) calls for an average residential
housing density in Mendota Heights of five units per acre. Existing
city zoning specifies 2.9 units per acre for single-family lots. Given
that the vast preponderance of residences in the city are single-family,
a reasonable estimate is that approval of the city’s draft 2040 plan
will permit housing density nearly double what is currently allowed.

Accordingly, it can be argued that the advocacy of higher residential
density in Mendota Heights draft 2040 plan is fundamentally
incompatible with the long-standing record of responsible
development in the city.

I believe that many residents of Mendota Heights choose to live
here because they value the special character of the city. The support
of higher-density development by current city leaders should be of
concern to all.

Thomas J. Smith
Mendota Heights

Educating the next generation

Sue Shetka wrote that she doesn’t want to pay increased property
taxes to fund schools (“No excuse for excess school levy; Villager
Inbox, July 18). She writes, “The aging population of St. Paul voters
are already paying more than their fair share of property taxes to
support the school district” What's between the lines here, that people
who don't have kids in school shouldn’t have to pay?

Supporting schools isn't just for parents. Every person in a
community needs an education. That's how a society works. The
generation of kids in school now are eventually going to be running
this place. They’ll be your doctors, bus drivers, construction workers.
So wouldn't you rather have an educated mass in charge? Wouldn't
you rather have an educated mass of new voters, too?

Elizabeth Merritt
Macalester-Groveland

Make your home gun-safe

I ask Villager readers to help make homes gun safe. Ask yourself
these five questions:

1. Is there a gun in the house?

2.Is it locked safely and the key hidden?

3. Is there ammunition in the house?

4. Is the ammunition also locked and hidden?

5. Have you explained to your children that they should never
touch a gun without a parent, and that if they see a gun somewhere
they should leave it and tell an adult?

If your children are spending time away from home, at play dates,
sleepovers or parties, remind them of the rules. This is all information
that we adults need to decide the best ways to keep our children safe.

Gertrude “Googs” Mingo
Macalester-Groveland

8«4 DEMING

Fortunately, no one was injured. A fire in the business office, later
deemed to be arson, caused much damage. By that time, Recycling
Unlimited had an automated processing plant, a large staff and a large
fleet of vehicles. We asked the city for a $10,000 grant to purchase the
final piece of equipment we needed to cover 100 percent of St. Paul.
The money never came.

Shortly thereafter, Carroll died of a massive heart attack. News was
leaked that Joann would never be able to keep the enterprise going.
All along shed been the business guru with the assistance of her son
whose Scout project had started the whole enterprise. The city was

hell-bent on putting us out of business, to grab what wed built plus all
of the federal cash, and there wasn't a thing we could do to stop them.
Due to a family tragedy, I had to resign from the board in 1984, but
I continued to watch as the city muscled in and eventually took over
everything that Recycling Unlimited had.

So now St. Paul residents pay for recycling, a service that had been
free for many years under a system of private enterprise. There is
no end to what the city powers-that-be will do to get their hands
deeper into our pockets. Truly, that government functions best which
interferes least.

Kathleen Deming is a resident of Macalester-Groveland.
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District Council News

Highland Park

highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

Ford site meeting—Ryan Companies has scheduled the
second of four public meetings on its plans for redeveloping
the 122 acres of land formerly occupied by the Ford Motor
Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant. The meeting will be
held from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, August 16, in the auditorium of
Highland Park Middle School, 975 S. Snelling Ave. The meet-
ing will focus on the site’s master plan.

Neighborhood cleanup—Highland Park will host a city-
wide neighborhood cleanup from 8 am.-1 p.m. Saturday,
September 29, on Shepard Road between Alton and Davern
streets. For information on the items accepted and the costs,
check the Highland District Council’s website under “events”
Volunteers are needed to work three-hour shifts and will
receive lunch and a $20 voucher for disposing of their own
items. Those who are interested in volunteering are asked to
call the HDC office.

Movies in the Park—The last two local movies of the sum-
mer presented by the St. Paul Department of Parks and Rec-
reation are Moana at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, August 16, at Sibley
Manor, and The Nightmare Before Christmas at 6 p.m. Friday,
August 17, at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center. The public is
invited to bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy a starlit night
of fun with friends and family. All children under age 10 must
be accompanied by an adult.

Upcoming meetings—Community Development Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 21; Community Engage-
ment Committee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, August 28; and board of
directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, September 6. All of the meetings
will be held at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978
Ford Pkwy. For other upcoming meetings, see the calendar on
the HDC’s website.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org « 651-695-4000

Mac-Grove Fest—The annual Mac-Grove Fest will be held
from 2-6 p.m. Saturday, September 8, at Groveland Park on
St. Clair and Prior avenues. Those who attend can visit local
businesses, organizations and artists at the Mac-Grove Mar-
ketplace; savor local fare from food vendors; and enjoy an af-
ternoon of music by local acts. Participants are encouraged to
walk, take public transit or bike to the festival, and to bring a
blanket. Visit macgrove.org/macgrovefest for more.

Mac-Grove garage sale—The Great Macalester-Groveland
Garage Sale will take place from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, August
25. A map and list of all participating sellers will be available
online and in the community council’s office at the Edgcumbe
Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St., beginning August 21.

Neighborhood cleanup—Volunteers are being sought
for St. Pauls next citywide neighborhood cleanup, which
is scheduled from 8 am.-1 p.m. Saturday, September 29,
on Shepard Road between Alton and Davern streets. Those

SOLAR

NO MONEY DOWN

AllEnergySolar.com

Phone: +1 651 401 8522

1642 Carroll Ave. Saint Paul, MN 55104
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who work a three-hour shift will
receive lunch and a $20 voucher
for disposing of their own house-
hold items. Contact mgcc@mac-
grove.org to learn more.

Get involved—The community

council has openings on its board for

Grid 3 and at-large renter representa-

tives. It also has four standing com-
mittees that meet once a month. Those
who attend three consecutive commit-

tee meetings can become voting mem-

bers. Visit macgrove.org/who-we-are/
board.

Upcoming meetings—No commit-

The district councils

tee meetings will be held in August.

summithillassociation.org - 651-
222-1222

Summit Hill House Tour—Volunteers are
being sought to work three-hour shifts during
this year’s Summit Hill House Tour on Sunday,
September 30. Volunteers will receive a free tick-
et to the tour, as well as a pass that will let them jump
to the head of the line before or after their shift, a T-shirt and
an invitation to a post-tour party. Volunteers also are needed
to serve as house captains, do various jobs as needed, assemble
guest packets and help with packet pickup. Register by visiting
summithillassociation.org/volunteer-sponsor. The SHA has
hosted 22 historic house tours since 1972. The all-volunteer
event is a major fundraiser for the nonprofit organization,
with proceeds used to support its many neighborhood-based
programs and initiatives. Advance tickets start at $30. Visit the
website for more information.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org « 651-645-6887

Ice Cream, Peanut Butter and Jam—The Union Park Dis-
trict Council’s sixth annual Ice Cream, Peanut Butter and Jam
event will be held from noon-4 p.m. Saturday, September 15,
at Merriam Park. Neighbors are invited to enjoy free Izzy’s ice
cream, donate peanut butter to a local food shelf and jam to
local music. There also will be activities for children. Busi-
ness owners, nonprofits and artists are invited to participate as
sponsors, exhibitors or vendors. Donations are being sought
for a silent auction. For details, visit the UPDC’s website.

Annual meeting—The UPDC will hold its annual meeting
on Thursday, October 25, in Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes,
1860 University Ave. The meeting is open to all Union Park
residents and business owners. A social hour will start at 6
p.m. with appetizers, followed at 7 p.m. with a presentation
about board candidates and the work the UPDC has done

in the Villager area

over the past year. Contact
Brandon Long at brandon@
unionparkdc.org for informa-
tion on running for the board.
Applications are due by September 26.
Benefit concert—The third annual
Central Honors Philando benefit concert is
scheduled from 1-5 p.m. Sunday, August 19, outside
the Dunning Recreation Center, 1221 Marshall Ave.
There will be live music, family-friendly activities, food and a
chance to donate money for scholarships in honor of Philando
Castile, a Central grad who was fatally shot by a police officer
in July 2016. For information on helping with the event, visit
bit.ly/chpsignup.

Rethinking I-94—The UPDC is hosting a series of four
summer events to engage neighbors on topics related to I-94,
with support from the Metropolitan Council and Minneso-
ta Department of Transportation. The third event will take
place from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, August 25, at Aldine Park, 1717
Iglehart Ave., on making the Aldine pedestrian bridge more
accessible and aesthetically pleasing. There will be free food
from Tillie’s Farmhouse and interactive musical activities for
parents and children of all ages. Visit tinyurl.com/ycdhpxoo.

Japanese beetles—The UPDC is selling Hb Nematodes to
help combat the Japanese beetles that are attacking peoples
trees and shrubs. The cost is $5 for a packet of 5 million Hb
Nematodes by September 10. They will be ready for pickup at
the Ice Cream, Peanut Butter and Jam on September 15. For
details, check the newsfeed page at unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—Environment and Parks Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Wednesday, August 15, Merriam Park Recreation
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave.; and Committee on Land Use
and Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, August 20,
1821 University Ave., Suite 330.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing alexa@unionparkdc.org.

We had a truly incredible experience with the Braman Brothers
while both selling our home and buying a new one! The Braman
Brothers were professional, capable, responsive, and simply superior
in their field. | cannot think of anything they could improve

upon as all of our needs were met — and then some!

Braman
Brothers

REALESTATE, LLP

—-The McFarlands
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Commission favors plan to
turn church into arts venue

BY JANE MCCLURE

proval of a historic use variance on August 10 that

would allow the former St. Paul's on the Hill Episcopal
Church, 1524 Summit Ave., to be used as an “arts and innova-
tion center.” The request now goes to the City Council for its
consideration.

The commissions Zoning Committee voted 5-1 on August
2 to also support the variance. Commissioner Anne DeJoy,
who cast the sole vote against the variance, said she shares
concerns about late-night noise and parking were raised by
neighbors and wanted to see more specifics on events planned
for the venue.

The committee took the unusual step of extending the
comment period until August 3 so neighbors could share
their concerns with property owner John Rupp. By the time
the request gets to the City Council next month, there more
specifics may be forthcoming on the types of uses allowed at
the site.

If approved, the variance would allow Rupp and his Com-
monwealth Properties to convert the church into the Summit
Center for Arts and Innovation. It would be used for public
performances and events, music and arts-related education,
and for church-related services and receptions, including
weddings and memorial services.

The committee had several technical questions about the
variance and its potential impact, with much of the attention
focused on parking. Senior city planner Bill Dermody said
parking issues would be addressed during the site plan review.
The proposed reuse of the church does not require a formal
city request for a traffic study.

Commissioner Betsy Reveal asked for a parking study, say-
ing there could be “significant issues” if the City Council ap-
proves the reuse variance. She said the Macalester-Groveland
Community Council should monitor the situation and pro-
vide feedback to the commission. That could result in later
modifications of the site plan conditions.

The city’s Heritage Preservation Commission recommend-
ed approval of the variance in June. The community council’s
Housing and Land Use Committee supported it in July, despite
concerns over parking and the center’s hours of operation.

Several neighbors and members of the Summit Avenue
Residential Preservation Association (SARPA) opposed the
variance and the building’s new use, objecting to potential
spillover parking and late-night noise, and to what some saw
as a commercial use on Summit Avenue.

The variance is only available to properties that are classified
as historic. The 104-year-old building is located in the Sum-
mit Avenue West Historic District and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. It was designed by Emmanuel
Masqueray, who also designed the Basilica of St. Mary in Min-
neapolis and the Cathedral of St. Paul.

The Zoning Committee heard from nine neighbors op-
posed to the variance. The currently proposed hours of op-
eration are from 7 a.m.-midnight, with music ending at 11:30
p.m. indoors and 10 p.m. outdoors. Several neighbors said that
is too late.

The property has 12 off-street parking spaces that are shared
with the St. Paul Conservatory of Music, which received a
conditional use permit this spring to move into the former
church’s two-story education building.

“Where did people park when the church was operating?”
asked commissioner Luis Rangel-Morales. Citing a letter that
said the church had 300 members he added, “It seems like that
problem was already present”

Rupp said the historic use variance should be granted, citing
the building’s history and the need to maintain it. He said he
had several letters of support from arts groups seeking perfor-
mance and rehearsal space. “There is a great deal of enthusi-
asm for our plans,” he said.

St. Paul’s on the Hill Episcopal Church closed in 2015. The
space is already being rented by Cities Church, but the build-
ing’s main function will be as an arts center. The building has
long been known for its outstanding acoustics.

Rupp and property manager Harry Chalmiers said they are
mindful of the noise and parking issues and are working to
lease additional parking. Longer-term, they are planning to
serve food and alcoholic beverages at the building.

SARPA members contend that the change would allow
a commercial use on Summit that they had not anticipated
when they purchased their homes. At the very least, they asked
that the event center’s operating hours be shortened and that
a parking plan be developed before the variance is approved.

“This isn’t about a church,” said Summit Avenue neighbor
Phil Martineau. “It’s about a business facility”

“What’s being proposed today is beyond reasonable,” said
SARPA board member Bob Morrison. “This is a full-fledged
events center that would be operating seven days a week”

r I the St. Paul Planning Commission recommended ap-
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The best teacher

Growing number of high school
grads are delaying college for the
experience gained from a gap year

By Mim1 GELLER

en Meley Akpa graduated from
St. Paul Academy in the spring of
2017, she knew she wouldn't be

heading that fall to the University of Minne-
sota where she had been accepted. Instead, she
prepared for a year of travel overseas. Akpa
was part of a growing trend of high school
graduates postponing their postsecondary
education for a semester or two.

The opportunities offered by a gap year are
limitless. High school grads can travel abroad,
take an internship, get a job or pursue other
experiences that might help them in their fu-
ture educational endeavors.

Ethan Knight, founder and executive direc-
tor of the Portland, Oregon-based Gap Year
Association, believes the benefits of a gap year
surpass those of any first-year college experi-
ence. “Students who take a gap year get better
grades in college, are more engaged in cam-
pus activities, more likely to graduate on time,
more motivated in most aspects of their aca-
demic life and more satisfied once they enter
their careers,” Knight said.

Akpa worked hard to raise the money she
needed to pay for her gap year. In the months
leading up to her departure in December
2017, she worked 60-plus hours a week at
Nordstrom in the Mall of America and Oste-
riaI Nonni in Lilydale. “Ever since I was little I
wanted to travel,” she said. “T always asked for
money for birthday and Christmas presents,
and I saved that. Junior year in high school,
my mom really encouraged me to take a gap
year.

Her mother, Michelle Helly, had taken a
gap year in France before enrolling in college,
and Helly believes that year abroad played a
significant role in her personal development.

“My gap year completely shaped where I
went with my career and the rest of my life in
terms of the communities I chose to be a part
of, Helly said. “It influenced my world view
and my values and what I was interested in
dedicating my life to. I gained more from that
one year than what I would’ve gotten from

four or five years of college”

Helly graduated from the University of
Minnesota and earned a graduate degree at
the University of Michigan, then worked for
more than 20 years in public health with the
US. Agency for International Development.

During Akpas seven months abroad, she
worked with the Ghana Scholarship Fund in
a small village in Ghana and traveled to India,
Japan, the Netherlands, France, Spain and the
Ivory Coast. She and fellow SPA grad Mari
Knudson also volunteered on an organic cof-
fee farm in Nepal.

Back in the United States, Akpa now feels
refreshed and ready to start college. “I'm ex-
cited to learn,” she said. “Since I took a year off
of school, it’s exciting to start a new process
rather than just going into an old process in a
slightly different way”

Knudson, who will enroll this fall in the
University of Chicago, spent part of her gap
year with Akpa in India and Nepal, but also
set out on her own abroad. “I was more of a
high-strung student,” she said. “It was good
for me to take a break after four stressful years
of high school before going on to another ed-
ucational environment””

Knudson left the US. for India in January
to meet Akpa. Since then, she has been to Ne-
pal, Israel and Greece. In July she was in Italy
working on a farm that produces balsamic
vinegar. She planned to meet her father in
Norway this month before returning to the
UsS.

The gap year has been a tradition in the
United Kingdom for many years, and it is
gaining popularity in the United States, ac-
cording to the Gap Year Association, with the
number of students engaged nearly tripling
over the past decade. At SPA, the number of
graduates who took or plan to take a gap year
has doubled since 2014, according to a story
in the high schools student newspaper, The
Rubicon.

A 2015 study conducted by Temple Uni-
versity, the Gap Year Association and the Na-
tional Alumni Survey found that 90 percent
of students who take a gap year return to col-

Anna
Morawiecki
welcomes
visitors to
an open
house for
the tiny
abode that
was built
by Central
High School
students
and is cur-
rently up
for bid.

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

Carrying a backpack stuffed with all of her worldly possessions, St. Paul Academy grad
Meley Akpa strolls down a street in Pokhara, Nepal, during her seven months abroad.

lege within a year, and 92 percent report gain-
ing valuable experience and personal growth.

Knudson counts herself among that 92 per-
cent. “During high school, I felt that things
like grades and social events were magnified,”
she said. “The gap year broadened my idea of
what my life could be. I don’t have so much of
a notion that I need to graduate from college
and maybe go to graduate school and then get
a nice, respectable job. I feel like I have more
freedom in what I want to do”

J.J. Wertkin, who graduated from SPA in
May, has been planning a gap year and is
scheduled to leave for Germany this month.
“I think it’s just because right now our coun-
try is in a bit of a hole,” he said. “It’s stressful.
Going to another place, seeing what it’s like, it
gets rid of that stress”

Leo Bukovsan, a 2017 graduate of SPA, had

planned to travel to Germany after working
at Concordia Language Villages in Bemidji
last autumn. However, when the time came
to leave, he decided to stay home, work at a
Target store and apply for another job at Con-
cordia Language Villages.

“It (Germany) didn't seem like a right fit
anymore;” Bukovsan said, “so I came back to
Concordia Language Villages. I realized that I
was discovering myself the most there. It was
where I was in a happy enough position to
learn about myself in a way that was produc-
tive”

This fall Bukovsan will attend New York
University in hopes of pursuing a career in
phycology, a subdiscipline of botany. “There’s
no wrong way to do (the gap year),” Bukovsan
said, “as long as youre doing something. I'm
glad that what I did worked out for me”

Central’s tiny house could spell big reward

Auction to support
students learning
construction trades

By KEvIN DRriscoLL

( :entral High School students
have built a trendy “tiny house”
through the St. Paul Public

schools’ construction pathway program

and are auctioning it off to the highest
bidder this month.

The students began construction on
the 226-square-foot house during the
final semester of the 2017-2018 school
year. Other students with Minnesota
Trades Academy (MTA) internships
finished the project this summer, ac-

cording to Anna Morawiecki, the school
district’s career and technical education
coordinator.

Bids are being accepted through Au-
gust 17 for the diminutive domicile,
with proceeds going to the construc-
tion of another tiny house during the
upcoming school year. The house being
auctioned is 20 feet long, 82 feet wide,
15% feet high and weighs 9,500 pounds.
It can sleep four in a pair of upper lofts,
including one that fits a queen-size bed
and another with a sleeper sofa.

“Though we set the auction reserve
at $30,000 for this first project, we keep
adding things like a deck and stairs, un-
der-sofa storage, etc.,” Morawiecki said.
“We hope with the sale of this house,
we'll be building another tiny house, but
this time taking the whole school year.

The exterior of the tiny house up for
bid features cedar lap siding, energy ef-
ficient windows, a steel roof and a 4-by-
8-foot composite deck. The interior has
pine walls and trim, laminate hardwood
flooring, a projector and an 80-inch
screen. The kitchen features a portable
cooktop, refrigerator, fryer/toaster oven,
butcher block counter, stainless steel
sink with wall-mounted drying rack,
and drop-down dining table and chairs.
The bathroom has a walk-in shower,
mini-water tank, toilet and water-con-
serving sink. The house comes on a cus-
tom steel trailer for transporting.

The cost of materials for the construc-
tion project was funded by several part-
ners, including the Greater Twin Cities

CENTRAL'S TINY HOUSE » 14
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Hundreds gathered for a ceremonial pillar raising on August 2 in remembrance of the fatal explosion that leveled a
portion of Minnehaha Academy’s Upper School exactly a year ago. Pictured below, from left, academy board chair
David Anderson, president Donna Harris, the Reverend Mark Stromberg and Upper School principal Jason Wenschlag
watch the pillar unveiling. pHotos sy 8rRAD sTAUFFER

Pillar of strength

Out of tragedy, new Minnehaha Upper School begins to rise

[ s T

Waldorf

BY ROGER BARR

ne year to the day after a dead-
Oly gas explosion devastated

Minnehaha Academys Upper
School at 3100 W. River Pkwy. in Min-
neapolis, more than 200 people gathered
at the campus on August 2 to mark the
tragedy of the past and look toward the
future.

Students, faculty, trustees and mem-
bers of the public stood alongside Min-
neapolis Mayor Jacob Frey, former May-
or Betsy Hodges and first responders to
sing, pray and listen to words of inspi-
ration. They cheered as a crane lifted
a plywood cover encasing a pillar that
symbolizes a new era in the 105-year-
old schools history as it continues to
rebuild.

In her welcoming remarks, academy
president Donna Harris spoke briefly of
the past. On the morning of August 2,
2017, a natural gas explosion destroyed
a portion of the Upper School, killing re-
ceptionist Ruth Berg and custodian John
Carlson, and injuring several others. In-
vestigators said the explosion occurred
while contractors were trying to move
gas meters from the school’s basement.

“We remember our beloved col-
leagues, Ruth and John,” Harris said
solemnly, as well as the “heroic deeds of
first responders. And we remember how
the Minnehaha community came to-
gether in unity to lock hands and hearts,
to hold one another up and declare that
“Together we rise!”

Mayor Frey praised Minnehaha’s re-
silience and the steps it has already tak-
en on the road to full recovery. He also
praised the city’s first responders and
cited Hodges for her support and lead-
ership in the hours and days following
the explosion.

David Anderson, a 1967 Minnehaha
graduate and the school’s current board
chair, noted that the pillar was “a tes-
tament to this community’s faith and
commitment to bring not just a build-
ing, but our school back to life”

In arestrained, emotional tone, Hodg-
es recalled the events of that tragic day a
year ago and praised academy members

for “faith in a future they couldn’t see”

Danyelle Robinson, who will graduate
from Minnehaha in 2020, recalled how
she was devastated by the tragedy, yet
excited for the future. “We've come so
far in 365 days,” she said. “I can't imagine
where we'll go from here”

The Upper School will be rebuilt in
two phases. Construction in phase I,
which began June 27, includes rebuild-
ing the portion of the school that was
lost in the explosion. The new building
will be 72,000 square feet, 17,000 square
feet larger than what was lost. The build-
ing’s height will remain the same.

The academy hopes to finish con-
struction of the Upper School in time for
students in grades 9-12 to begin classes
there in the fall of 2019. When finished,
the pillar will be visible in the building’s
COmMmMons.

In phase 2, which is still being
planned, school leaders are considering
additional space to move middle school
classes in grades 6-8 to the campus.
That would allow Minnehaha to accom-
modate around 745 students there, or
nearly twice the size of the current Up-
per School student body of around 350.

The pillar raising ceremony capped
a year of rebuilding work that began
immediately after the blast. With the

Upper School unusable, the academy
leased the former Sanford-Brown Col-
lege in Mendota Heights to serve as
temporary classrooms for grades 9-12.
That delayed the start of last years
Upper School classes by three weeks.

Through the fall, trustees wrestled
with the decision of whether the Up-
per School would remain at the north
campus or at a new location. Around
the first of the year, the board decided
to rebuild rather than relocate and re-
tained Cuningham Group Architecture
to work on the design.

Preliminary plans for the rebuilding
were submitted to the city of Minneapo-
lis in mid-March. The plans drew sharp
criticism from some members of the
public, who raised issues about build-
ing heights, parking, traffic flow; and the
impact of the new construction on the
river corridor and bird migration.

Harris insisted that the academy did
not deliberately exclude the public from
the planning process. “Because of our
need to rebuild and return to the cam-
pus by the fall of 2019, the engagement
phase was compressed,” she said. “We
had many productive conversations
with our neighbors, whom we value.
Their comments were incorporated
into our exterior cladding choice, foliage
choice, building height and bird glass
material choice”

The city’s Planning Commission ap-
proved the academy’s plan in April. Two
appeals were immediately filed. The
appeals were considered and the City
Council ultimately approved the plans
in May.

The buildings design reflects the
Scandinavian heritage of the schools
founders and features a brick founda-
tion that complements the familiar brick
across the campus. Brick will also be in-
corporated on the upper two stories. A
memorial space will be created facing
the Mississippi River.

According to the school’s website, the
project will include planting more than
80 trees and maintaining 85 existing
trees on campus. Limited parking space
will be provided as will space for more
than 100 bicycles.
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United Way, the federal Department of
Employment and Economic Develop-
ment (DEED), St. Paul College, Local
455 of the Steamfitters and Pipefitters
Union, Associated General Contractors
and McGough Construction.

“The construction pathway at Cen-
tral started in the 2016-17 school year;’
Morawiecki said, “but last semester was
the first time the capstone course (to
build the house) was offered.

Central junior Millenjum Amha was
part of the first team working on the
house during the school year. “T enjoyed
working individually and as a team,” she
said. “It was super-fun coming in every
day and having a new set of challenges
that we had to overcome.

“After taking this class, 'm more con-
fident about my ability to go into con-
struction,” she said. “I know with the
right training I can have a fulfilling ca-
reer in the trades”

The school districts construction
pathway has partnered with the MTA,
which offers two tracks of courses and
paid internships to introduce students to
the construction trades. It plans to play a
larger role in the next tiny house project
at Central. The ultimate goal is to make
the construction pathway a self-sustain-
ing effort, Morawiecki said.

Lah Htoo, a recent Como Senior High
graduate, was one of the students in the
advanced track working on the house.
He said he has been inspired to stay on
the construction trades path. “The thing
I enjoy most about this project is that I
get to see the finished product,” he said.
“It feels satisfying to see what I've ac-
complished”

Kids at Work, another alliance part-
ner, is a summer experience for students
in grades 4-9 combining science, tech-
nology, engineering and math (STEM)
with activities focused on the construc-
tion trades. Kids work individually and
in teams to learn about construction
concepts and design. They build take-

opportunities

Anna Morawiecki lowers a
projector screen inside
Central’s tiny house as
Trygve Hansen and his
10-year-old daughter Dalila
make themselves at home.
At right, Liz Randall checks

out the compact bathroom.
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

Other construction path-
way alliance partners include
Construct Tomorrow, which
provides hands-on educa-
tional opportunities for high
school students in the build-
ing and construction trades,
and Building Minnesota, an
entry-level, multicraft train-
ing program that provides
for
veterans, minorities and im-
migrant groups to enter the
construction trades, with an
emphasis on such crafts as
electrical work, pipefitting,
plumbing and sheet metal.

women,

tax and a 7 percent auction fee will be
added to the purchase price of the house.

home projects replicating real-world
construction materials and processes.
The experience includes a combination
of guest builders, team competitions,
projects and field trips.

For the upcoming auction, a $50 de-
posit is required for all bids and the
successful bidder must complete the
purchase process and remove the house
from the school by August 31. State sales

Though several public viewings of
the tiny house have ended, interested
parties can make an appointment
through the project’s website at central
tinyhouse.com.

School Notes

Retired Army Colonel Cornelius “Neil” Hetherington has
been named the new commandant of cadets at St. Thomas
Academy. He succeeds retired Army Lieutenant Colonel Mi-
chael DePuglio, who was the academy’s longest-serving com-
mandant. Hetherington was most recently a senior army in-
structor at the General Colin L. Powell Leadership Academy
in Minneapolis. Before that, he was assistant director of train-
ing for the US. Army Reserve at the Pentagon and training
director for the U.S. Army Reserve at Fort Snelling.

Alexis Lipstein of Highland Park High School and Mary
Murphy of Visitation School, both of them juniors and High-
land Park residents, were named finalists for the FIRST Robot-
ics Dean’s List Award that was announced at the FIRST Cham-
pionships in Detroit. The two girls represented St. Paul's FRC
league on the varsity level at the awards luncheon of FIRST
(For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology).
Both girls are considering careers in STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math) after high school.

St. Thomas Academy had two directors honored recently for
their career accomplishments. Middle school director Jamie
Jurkovich received the 2018 Leadership Award from the Min-
nesota Independent School Forum for leading the addition of
6th grade to the middle school in 2017-2018. Innovation Cen-
ter director Mark Westlake was recognized by the Mendota
Heights City Council for being named the 2018 Space Educa-
tor of the Year by the National Space Club and Foundation.

A Minnehaha Academy student-led research project explor-
ing the growth of copper crystals joined research projects from
commercial companies, academic researchers and 24 student
groups from around the world last month to make the journey
from earth to the International Space Station. The purpose of

the project was to determine if copper crystals, which have ap-
plications in medicine and other areas, will grow faster and
stronger in space. Local students involved with the project in-
cluded Daniel Stein, Grace Percich and Mikayla Williams.

Language Arts Academy will open this fall at 1435 Midway
Pkwy. for children in grades preK-3. The charter school pro-
vides individualized academic support for students learning
English, especially those for whom English is not their first
language and those who have hearing impairments. The acad-
emy plans to add a grade each year until the fall of 2021 when
it will have expanded to preK-6. For details, visit LAAmn.org.

AdoptAClassroom.org, a Minneapolis-based nonprofit orga-
nization that raises funds for teachers, was named the 2018
GOLD Halo Award Winner in the education category pre-
sented by Engage for Good for its $1.55 million partnership
with Burlington Stores. The Team Up to Support Teachers
campaign benefited 3,000 teachers and 75,000 students across
the country with funds to purchase classroom supplies.

The University of St. Thomas has received a $1 million grant
from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute to support science
learning for all students. The grant will support the hiring of a
full-time staft member over a five-year period.

The National Alliance on Mental Illness Minnesota, 1919
University Ave., Suite 400, will hold a free class from 10 a.m.-
noon Tuesday, August 21. The class is for educators and par-
ents to learn about mental illnesses in students, the impact on
a student’s success in school and how they can work together
as allies to support these students. The class meets the continu-
ing education requirement for teachers. For information or to
register, call 651-645-2948 or visit namimn.org.
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Theft—Copper wire connecting two city
streetlights was cut and stolen on Homer
Street and Shepard Road between July 29-31.

—Stolen vehicles were reported on Bayard
and Cleveland avenues on July 25-30, on the
1200 block of Edgcumbe Road on August
6 and on the 2000 block of Village Lane on
August 6-7.

—Purses, cellphones and other items were
stolen from at least three vehicles on Edg-
cumbe Road and Montreal Avenue between
6:30-10:20 p.m. Sunday, August 5.

Sex crime—Police received a report of a
possible male prowler taking photos near the
Highland Aquatic Center, 1820 Edgcumbe
Road, at 1:58 p.m. Wednesday; July 18.

—A rape was reported on the 2100 block of
Bayard Avenue at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, July 19.

— A rape was reported on the 1700 block of
Ford Parkway at 8 p.m. Friday, July 20.

Assault—An assault occurred on the 1700
block of Ford Parkway at 5:01 p.m. Sunday,
August 5.

Miscellaneous—A  46-year-old woman
was arrested for drinking in public after po-
lice received a report of a disorderly person in
the street at the corner of Cretin and Eleanor
avenues at 7:08 p.m. Saturday, July 28.

Theft—A 24-year-old woman was arrested
for trying to steal more than $500 in mer-
chandise from the Midway Target at 11:55
a.m. Saturday, July 14.

Assault—A male suffered a gunshot
wound to his left shoulder near Lexington
Parkway and University Avenue at 3:52 a.m.
Friday, August 3. Police were notified after the
victim arrived on foot at St. Joseph’s Hospital.
He was taken to Regions Hospital, where he
refused to talk to police.

Macalester-Groveland

Burglary—Several items valued at around
$2,000 were stolen from a garage on the 1900
block of Berkeley Avenue during the evening
of August 3-4.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1400
block of Grand Avenue on July 27-28, and
on the 1100 block of Randolph Avenue on
August 2.

—A bicycle was stolen from a vehicle on the
1300 block of Berkeley Avenue between July
27-29.

—A 1987 Volkswagen van was stolen on
the 1400 block of Randolph Avenue between
12:01-8:30 a.m. Friday, August 3. It was recov-
ered on the 1700 block of Carroll Avenue.

Miscellaneous—An employee who had
just been fired caused a disturbance at the
French Meadow Bakery & Cafe, 1662 Grand
Ave,, at 10 p.m. Saturday, July 28.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—An attempted burglary of an
occupied house occurred on the 2300 block
of Lexington Avenue at 9:30 p.m. Wednesday,
July 25.

—A home burglary was reported on the
2000 block of Lexington Avenue at 10:21 p.m.
Tuesday, July 31.

Theft—A motorcycle was reported stolen
on the 2300 block of Lexington Avenue at
5 p.m. Thursday, July 19.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 700
block of Highway 110 at 11:30 a.m. Saturday;,
July 21. Police located the vehicle and arrested
a suspect.

—Several items were stolen from vehicles
on the 2000 block of Highway 13 and on the
900 block of Caren Road on Sunday, July 22,
and on the 1000 block of Summit Lane on

ort

Monday;, July 23.

—Surveillance cameras were tampered
with and several items were reported stolen
from several vehicles on the 2000 block of
Lexington Avenue at 6:20 a.m. Sunday, July
29.

Assault—A complainant said a vehicle
almost ran him off the road on I-35E on
Wednesday, July 25. The driver followed
the suspect to his house on the 600 block of
Brookside Lane and started a confrontation at
5:50 p.m. The suspect was gone by the time
officers arrived.

Miscellaneous—A mattress was found
dumped in a city park on the 700 block of
Wentworth Avenue at 8 p.m. Sunday, July 22.

—Eight people were cited for underage
drinking in the parking lot of a closed busi-
ness on the 700 block of Highway 110 at 1:12
a.m. Tuesday, July 24.
MerriamPark

Burglary—A home break-in took place on
the 400 block of North Roy Street between
9 am.-1 p.m. Thursday, August 2.

Theft—A laptop computer was stolen from
a law firm on the 1500 block of Selby Avenue
between July 19-23.

—A backpack and wallet were stolen from
a vehicle on North Mississippi River Boule-
vard and Summit Avenue around 4:30 p.m.
Monday, August 6.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the
400 block of West Lynnhurst Avenue at 2:18
p.m. Tuesday, July 24.

Weapons—A 34-year-old man was ar-
rested for assault and possession of a stolen
firearm at 9:22 a.m. Saturday, August 4, on
the 500 block of North Prior Avenue. Police
received a disorderly conduct report and
learned that the suspect allegedly assaulted a
victim and brandished a firearm. They locat-
ed the suspect and discovered a large maga-
zine for an assault rifle in plain sight inside his
vehicle. The rifle, which was in the trunk, had
been reported stolen in Minneapolis.

Robbery—A man was the victim of a
strong-arm robbery on Asbury Street and
University Avenue at 6:37 p.m. Saturday, July
28. He sustained minor injuries.

Burglary—Police tried to apprehend a
male suspect for possession of burglary tools
at the Midway Walmart at 2:34 p.m. Saturday,
July 28. However, the suspect ran away when
he was ordered to stop by police.

Theft—Drills and a tool pouch were stolen
from a vehicle on the 1400 block of Concordia
Avenue between 2-7 p.m. Sunday, July 29.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1500 block of
Laurel Avenue at noon Sunday, August 5.

—A backpack, three laptop computers and
prescription glasses were stolen from a vehicle
on the 1500 block of Laurel Avenue between
4:45-5:15 a.m. Sunday, August 5.

—A phone and credit card were reported
stolen at T-Mobile, 1460 University Ave., at
4 p.m. Monday, August 6. The company was
able to trace the phone to the 600 block of
Charles Avenue, where it was recovered. A
36-year-old man was arrested for theft and
giving false information to police.

—Four packages of ink toner valued at
$1,454 were stolen from Office Max, 1490
University Ave., at 1:57 p.m. Monday, August
6.

Miscellaneous—A  54-year-old woman
and a 40-year-old man were cited for drink-
ing in public at 5:32 p.m. Saturday, July 28, on
Snelling and St. Anthony avenues.

—A 59-year-old man was cited for drink-
ing in public near the Midway Walmart at
5:01 p.m. Tuesday, August 7.

- it Hill

Theft— An electric piano, laptop computer,

iPod, backpack, clothing, paperwork and art-
work were reported stolen from an apartment
on the 400 block of Grand Avenue at 2:23 p.m.
Thursday, July 26.

—Two cellphones were stolen from the
Sprint store, 1064 Grand Ave., at 7:02 p.m.
Friday, August 3.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on 900
block of Linwood Avenue at 8:03 p.m. Friday,
July 21.

Assault—A man said several males fol-
lowed him from SuperAmerica, 925 Grand
Ave., at 1:31 am. Tuesday, July 31. They
pushed him off his skateboard, took the items
he had purchased, smashed them on the
ground, and started punching and kicking
him. He was able to escape and received help
from a nearby resident. The four suspects
were described as black males ages 16-20,
wearing dark clothing and riding BMX-style
bicycles.

Burglary—A home was burglarized and a
vehicle was stolen on the 600 block of Carroll
Avenue during the evening of July 30-31.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 200
block of North Western Avenue on July 21
and on the 900 block of Carroll Avenue on
July 30-31.

—Several items were reported stolen from
a purse inside a vehicle on the 300 block of
Marshall Avenue at 8:41 a.m. Monday;, July 30.

—A wallet was stolen from a vehicle on the
600 block of Selby Avenue between 1-7 a.m.
Monday, August 6.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the
200 block of Marshall Avenue at 5:49 p.m.
Tuesday, July 31.

—A community notification meeting re-
garding three Level III predatory sex offend-
ers relocating in St. Paul will be held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, August 15, at the St. Paul Police
Department’s Western District Station, 389 N.
Hamline Ave. One of the offenders is Eugene
Paul Glaraton, 49, who has registered to live
on the 200 block of Dayton Avenue. Glaraton
was released last April after serving time for
having sex with a 15-year-old boy. For infor-
mation, contact 651-266-5871.

Assault—Police received a report of a do-
mestic assault at 7:11 a.m. Thursday, July 26,
on the 900 block of Carroll Avenue. A juvenile
said her mother had assaulted her. The victim
was taken to the hospital for a cut on the head
and a puncture wound on her arm. The par-
ents said it was the daughter who attacked
the mother for cutting off her Internet access.
Police later arrested the daughter for aggra-
vated assault.

Weapons—Three spent shell casings were
discovered in an alley on the 500 block of
Summit Avenue at 6:46 p.m. Friday, July 27.

—Gunfire was reported at 7:46 p.m. Sun-
day, August 5, at Carty Park, 705 Iglehart Ave.

—Officers were called to the 700 block of
Portland Avenue on a report of gunfire at
12:55 p.m. Monday, August 6. Once on the
scene, they encountered a large crowd and
a single victim with a gunshot wound to the
chest. The victim was taken to the hospital.

Miscellaneous—A woman said her grand-
son, who she had an order of protection
against, snuck into her house overnight and
was sleeping in the basement at 7:30 a.m.
Monday, July 30, on the 1000 block of Day-
ton Avenue. The suspect was arrested without
incident.

—The windows of two vehicles were
smashed on the 600 block of Hague Avenue
during the evening of August 5-6.

WestEnd

Burglary—McDonalds, 551 Jefferson Ave.,
was entered and the store safe was tampered
with between 5-6 a.m. Thursday, July 26.

—An occupied home was broken into on

the 900 block of Juno Avenue at 2:51 a.m.
Thursday, August 2.

—A home break-in was reported on the
300 block of Duke Street at 10:29 p.m. Satur-
day, August 4.

Theft—The catalytic converter was stolen
from a vehicle on Chatsworth Street and Elea-
nor Avenue between July 11-13.

—A bike light, dart set, sunglasses, safety
glasses and other items were stolen from a
vehicle on Spring and Washington streets
between 1-1:30 a.m. Friday, July 13.

—A bicycle valued at more than $1,000
was stolen from a garage at the Victoria Park
Apartments, 740 S. Victoria St., between July
13-20.

—Several items were stolen from a vehicle
on Otto Avenue and Victoria Street during
the evening of July 14-15.

—Copper wire was stolen from nine street-
lights on the Pleasant Avenue walkway be-
tween Irvine Avenue and Ramsey Street dur-
ing the evening of July 26-27. The streetlights
were also damaged. The loss was estimated at
more than $17,000.

—DMore than $1,000 was reported stolen by
the misuse of a credit card by an employee at
the St. Paul school district offices, 360 Col-
borne St., on Monday, July 30.

—Vehicles were stolen on Erie and Grace
streets on July 31 and on the 900 block of
Duchess Street on August 2-3.

—A glass sculpture was stolen from a ve-
hicle on the 1600 block of West Seventh Street
during the evening of August 6-7.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the
300 block of North Smith Avenue at 9 p.m.
Sunday, July 22.

Assault—An assault occurred at Patrick
McGoverns Pub, 225 W. Seventh St., at 1:30
a.m. Sunday, August 5.

Miscellaneous—Graffiti that covered the
entire side of a metal storage container was
reported outside of the entrance to Cossetta
Eventi, 221 S. Exchange St., at 1:22 p.m. Sun-
day, July 29. The vandalism was discovered
after an employee saw a male jump the fence
and take off.

The following local calls were gathered from

recent reports by the St. Paul Fire Department
and other sources.

Highland Park—Two Port-a-Potties were
set on fire in the ballfield area of Highland
Park High School at 1:13 a.m. Sunday, June
17. Part of a wooden fence also was damaged.
The incident was reported on July 21.

Lexington-Hamline—A juvenile bicyclist
was struck by an SUV on Lexington Parkway
and University Avenue at 2:29 p.m. Friday,
August 3. The victim was taken to the hos-
pital for injuries that were not deemed to be
life-threatening.

Mendota Heights—A bicyclist went to the
hospital after being struck by a garbage truck
on Overlook Road and Lexington Avenue at
10:32 a.m. Tuesday, July 24.

—The driver of a moped suffered minor
injuries after spinning out while accelerating
on Wagon Wheel Trail and Lexington Avenue
at 7:27 p.m. Wednesday, August 1. He was
treated by medics and released.

Merriam Park—A 17-year-old male was
cited for failing to yield after colliding with a
female bicyclist in a crosswalk on Finn Street
and Marshall Avenue at 11:50 a.m. Saturday,
July 28.

Summit-University—Someone  poured
gasoline on the door of an upper-level unit
of a residential building on the 700 block of
Selby Avenue at 9:52 a.m. Thursday, July 26.
Attempted arson was suspected.
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Earn

4x

the national
average!

2.50%

BMO Harris Bank
18-month CD
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(D National Average

The search for a better rate ends here.

Take advantage of our limited-time special
pricing, including 2.50% APY? for an 18-month

" o (D term. That's 4x the national average!
BMO Harris Bank Call us at 651-315-8784 or find a branch

We're here to helpr at bmoharris.com/locations.

" National average Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for CDs with terms of 12 to 23 months is calculated and verified by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and is accurate as of July 23, 2018. Terms, including interest
compounding and crediting, maturity, renewal, grace period and early withdrawal penalties may differ for each of these financial institutions and products, including the CD provided by BMO Harris Bank N.A. You should
review all terms and conditions of each before making a selection.

2$5,000 minimum opening deposit required. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of August 3, 2018 and is subject to change at any time. For current rate information, contact your banker or call 1-888-340-2265.
IRS contributions apply to IRAs. Early withdrawal penalties may apply.

Banking products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC © BMO Harris Bank N.A. (8/18-R1)
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Thursday/August 16

FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES and
bread will be distributed free of charge from
4-6 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center,
1375 St. Paul Ave. The bounty is available
for anyone, though it is especially intended
for the many lower-income families in the
area who do not have easy access to fresh
produce. A collaboration among the JCC,
the Fabulous Friends Club and Second
Harvest Heartland, the free produce will
be available during those same hours every
other Thursday through October 4.

SAFE SUMMER NIGHTS, a barbecue
picnic, will be served up by the St. Paul
Police from 5-7 p.m. at Oxford Community
Center, 270 N. Lexington Pkwy. Get
acquainted with the officers in blue who
work to protect the peace and maintain the
public’s safety in the capital city and enjoy

a free meal and children’s activities in the
company of neighbors.

WANT TO IMPROVE your speaking
skills in a light-hearted and supportive
atmosphere? Join Midway Toastmasters.
The club meets from 6-8 p.m. every
Thursday at Seventh Street Social, 2176 W.
Seventh St. No reservations are necessary.

Saturday/August 18

THE REASON IT IS SO DIFFICULT to
discuss politics with friends and family on
the other side of the aisle will by addressed
by Dean King Banaian of St. Cloud State
University at a breakfast meeting of the
Metro Republican Women at the Pool and
Yacht Club in Lilydale. Breakfast will be
served at 8:30 a.m. and the program will
follow at 9 a.m. The cost is $25 for non-
members and $15 for students. Walk-ins are
welcome, but reservations are encouraged
by visiting metrogopwomen.org.

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will

be accepting blood donations from 11
a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Highland Park
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.
Walk-ins are welcome, but reservations are
recommended. Visit redcrossblood.org or
call 800-733-2767.

EXPERIENCE THE MUSIC, DANCE,
culture and cuisine of Greece in a summer
festival running from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. today
and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday, August 19, at
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 1111
Summit Ave. Dance lessons, children’s
games and church tours will be featured
along with freshly baked moussaka, gyros,
lamb, pork and chicken souvlaki dinners,
flaming cheese and pastries.

INQUIRY NIGHT, an open question-
and-answer session for anyone interested
in the Catholic faith, will be held at 7 p.m.
Saturday, August 18, at O’'Garas Bar &
Grill, 164 N. Snelling Ave. Hosted by RCIA
Encounter, the event will be conducted by
Erika Kidd, director of the Master of Arts in
Catholic Studies program at the University
of St. Thomas; William Stevenson, associate
professor of Dogmatic Theology at St. Paul
Seminary; and the Reverend Humberto
Palomino, pastor of the Church of St. Mark,
2001 Dayton Ave.

Monday/August20

NEED A BUTTON REPLACED,
pants hemmed, hole repaired in a shirt?
Mobile Menders will be offering their

The h@ig ht Of summMmer. Upon reaching the summit, Kenida Jordan, 9,
rappelled down the climbing wall at the Wilder Foundation block party on August
11 near the corner of Lexington Parkway and University Avenue. An unidentified
youngster got her face painted at the event by Kayla Flynn, while Alijah Smith, 8,
swung the big hammer in hopes of ringing the bell. protos By BRAD sTAUFFER

free services from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the
West Seventh Community Center, 265
Oneida St. For more information, email
mobilemenders2017@gmail.com.

Tuesday/August21

GUIDED TOURS of the governor’s
residence at 1006 Summit Ave. will step out
every 10 minutes between 10:30 a.m. and
noon. Admission is free, but visitors are
asked to bring a non-perishable food item
for Second Harvest Heartland. Reservations
are recommended, though walk-ins

are welcome if space is available. Email
residence.gov@state.mn.us.

HAND DRUMMING FOR BEGINNERS
will be taught from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the
Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University

Ave. Learn the patterns and rhythms of
layered pieces. The cost is $10, and the
West African drums are provided. Visit
womensdrumecenter.org.

MERRIAM PARK and Macalester-
Groveland residents are invited to
NeighborFest presented from 5:30-7:30

p.m. on the campus of the University of St.
Thomas. Live music by the Broadfork String
Band, children’ activities and free beverages
and snacks will be featured on Monahan
Plaza just south of the football stadium.
Inexpensive dinner baskets will be available
for purchase. Call 651-962-6123.

A MENTAL HEALTH support group

for adults ages 18-30 meets from 6-7:30
p.m. today and the first and third Tuesday
of every month at Macalester Plymouth

United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. The
group is facilitated by young adults with

a mental illness who are doing well in
recovery. It is sponsored by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness. For information,
call Tess at 507-226-3369.

AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL will be held
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Jewish Family
Service (JES), 1633 W. Seventh St. Enjoy
free ice cream, meet neighbors, make new
friends and learn about such JFS programs
as grief and dementia caregiver support
groups, senior care services, and parent
education classes. Prizes will be awarded.
For information, contact Charlie Levine at
651-690-8938 or clevine@jfssp.org.

Wednesday/August 22

VETERANS FOR PEACE will hold its
International Convention today through
Sunday, August 26, at the Intercontinental
Riverfront Hotel, 11 E. Kellogg Blvd.
Under the theme, “End All Wars and
Reclaim Armistice Day,” about 300 vets
and associates from over 140 chapters
worldwide are expected to attend. The
public is invited. Visit veteransforpeace.org.

Thursday/August23

A FREE SUPPORT GROUP for persons
with anxiety disorders meets from 6:30-

8 p.m. today and the second and fourth
Thursday of every month in Room 108 at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. For more information, call the National
Alliance on Mental Illness at 651-645-2948.

MENTAL ILLNESS and the Victorian
Mind will be explored in a 75-minute
program offered at 7 and 8:30 p.m. at the
Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. Exchange
St. A guided tour of the mansion will feature
excerpts from 19th-century newspapers

and family letters and journals that show
how the Ramsey family handled the mental
illnesses of its members. The cost is $11, $10

for seniors and college students. Call 651-
296-8760 or visit cart.mnhs.org.

Sunday/August26

A WALK UNDER THE FULL MOON
will be taken this evening by the Friends

of Coldwater. All are welcome. Gather at 7
p.m. at the entrance to Coldwater Spring
park, located on the frontage road southeast
of the intersection of Hiawatha Avenue and
54th Street in South Minneapolis. For more
specific directions and parking information,
call 651-293-8432.

Monday/August27

A SUPPORT GROUP for the family
members and friends of people living with
mental illness meets from 6:30-8 p.m. today
and the fourth Monday of every month at
the Wilder Foundation, 451 N. Lexington
Pkwy. The program is sponsored by the
National Alliance on Mental Illness. Contact
Jennifer 507-254-5524.

Tuesday/August28

THE ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather
at 7:30 p.m. at the Highland Park Pavilion,
1200 Montreal Ave., for a three-mile hike

in the neighborhood. New members are
welcome. For information, call Charlotte
Svobodny at 651-455-0052.
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Zait & Zaatar: Middle Eastern
fare the whole famlly can enjoy

s the owner of a local construction
Ajompm% Arafat Elbakri was doing
ome work a couple of years ago above
alittle grocery store on the southeast corner of
Selby Avenue and Fry Street. When the build-
ing’s owner told him the downstairs tenant
wasn't going to renew its lease, the Palestin-
ian-born Elbakri had an idea.

Hed parlay his passion for Middle Eastern
cuisine by opening a restaurant in the ground-
floor space and invite his son, Hassan, to be-
come a partner in the enterprise. The result
is Zait & Zaatar, which opened a little over a
year ago at 1626 Selby Ave. The name means
olive oil and thyme in Palestinian Arabic.

Arafat came to the United States to attend
college and that’s where he met his wife, Adri-
ana. Hassan was born in Minneapolis, but
moved to Dubai with his mother when he was
3 years old. “My father wanted me to grow up
in an Arab country;’ Hassan explained.

While Adriana taught English in Dubai,
Arafat remained in Minnesota to run his con-
struction company. The family was reunited
in Minnesota in 2004 when Hassan was 11.

Apart from a handful of knickknacks and a
dozen photographs that hang on the walls, the

' Hot Dish
‘ By Morgan
Smith

restaurant is fairly barebones with a counter
for ordering, five tables, 20 or so chairs and
some stools lined up at a counter facing the
window. Much of Zait & Zaatar’s business
is take-out, so the minimalist décor works.
However, Arafat is planning to expand the
menu at some point and maybe even offer
cooking classes. For now, customers waiting
for their orders will often sit outside at one of
two tables on the sidewalk.

The carryout traffic is steady, and the food
arrives quickly, hot out of the little kitchen
that can be seen through a pass-through win-
dow. People were ordering Kushari ($5.99),
an Egyptian street food with rice, macaroni,
chickpeas, lentils, fried onions and a spicy red
sauce, or the more familiar Falafel (five pieces
for $3.49), the balls of fried, spiced chickpeas

with tahini sauce.

Customers enjoy a summer evening outside of

the entrance to Zait & Za'atar.

On my first visit to Zait & Zaatar, my
wife Mecca ordered a Mint Lemonade
($2.99), which had been advertised out
front on a sandwich board. “Mmm,” she
smiled after taking a sip. “T like it be-
cause it’s not too sweet.”

I tried it. “Its not sweet enough for
me,;” I told her.

Along with the lemonade, Mecca
ordered the Meat Shawarma sandwich
($7.49)— grilled spiced beef with salad
and tahini sauce wrapped in pita bread.
I went with the Chicken Shawarma
sandwich ($6.49)—grilled spiced chick-
en with French fries (yes, French fries),
pickle and garlic mayo wrapped in pita
bread.

Impressed with her sandwich, Mecca
tried to guess at the spices. Maybe a little
nutmeg, maybe a little cinnamon—she
couldn’t be sure. The only thing we were
sure about was that each of the sand-
wiches had a distinct flavor and they
were both pretty darn good.

The secret, according to Hassan, is
that everything is fresh, including the
spices.

“A cousin back in Lebanon owns a

UPCOMING BOOMERS & BEYOND SECT ION
October 10 Reservations due: October 4

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com
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Zait & Za'atar’s Sampler Platter includes generous servings of hummus, falafel, baba
ganoush, fatoush, tabouleh and olives, and pita bread. protos sy BraD sTAUFFER

mill where he grinds the spices for us;” Has-
san said. Arafat regularly travels to Lebanon
to visit family and he returns with freshly
ground spices. The only things that are kept
frozen at the restaurant are the French fries,
a concession to Hassan's Americanized tastes
and one of the favorites of online reviewers of
the restaurant.

On my second visit to Zait & Zaatar, I was
accompanied by my friends Juan and Dave.
This time I selected the Msakhen Chicken
($8.24 with French fries and a can of soda).
I nibbled on the addictive fries as Dave talk-
ed...and talked. By the time I opened my
foil-wrapped Msakhen Chicken—a piece of
pita bread stuffed with chicken that had been
marinated in olive oil and sumac then grilled
with caramelized onions—it was still piping
hot. And it hit the spot. In fact, I enjoyed it
even more than the Chicken Shawarma.

Juan was equally pleased with his Meat Sha-
warma Plate ($10.24 with a salad and a can of
soda). When you order the plate version, the
Meat Shawarma comes with turmeric rice in

the pita bread. For his salad, Juan chose the
Fatoush, a combination of lettuce, cucumber,
onion, tomato and mint sprinkled with su-
mac and house dressing.

Juan’s son lives in the neighborhood, and
he has high praise for the restaurant he fre-
quents. As he completed his meal, Juan said
he wholeheartedly agreed with his son’s as-
sessment. He said he might even visit his son
more often now as an excuse to return for the
Middle Eastern fare.

Dave enjoyed his Chicken Shawarma sand-
wich as much as I had on my previous out-
ing. He ate it in record time while describing
in great detail a recent road trip he had taken.

Dave’s nephew oversees a highly successful
mobile app dedicated to vegan restaurants in
the Twin Cities. Dave told him about Zait &
Zaatar, and his nephew thanked him profuse-
ly for the recommendation, reporting that it
was “very vegan-friendly”

People say that food has a way of bringing
strangers together. In the case of Zait & Zaatar,
it has a way of bringing families together, too.

Home Imnrovement

1 Z

update/add bathroom paver patio, new
with addition or deck or landscaping
basement space and garden

3 4

add curb appeal kitchen remodel,
with new front door update appliances
or windows or lighting

UPCOMING HOME IMPROVEMENT ISSUES

VILLAGER

BETTER WRITTEN. BETTER READ.

August 29, September 12 & 26
Reservations due August 23, September 6 & 20
For more information, contact 651-699-1462 or

displayads@myvillager.com

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline,
Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of
Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.
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Lively Twin Citian
Curiosity, hard work elevate
Ries to local celebrity status

By BiLL WAGNER

omedian  Jerry  Seinfeld
Cused to say that his popu-

lar TV sitcom of the 1990s
was a “show about nothing?” If that
was the case, then Elizabeth Ries
could say that her show is about
everything.

Ries, 37, who lives in Minneapo-
lis' Longfellow neighborhood, is a
KSTP-TV personality whose relent-
less work ethic, girl-next-door smile
and outgoing personality have com-
bined to elevate her to the status of a
local media celebrity.

She can be hard to keep up with,
but that’s the way she’s built. The
lifestyle stories she brings to “Twin
Cities Live, which she co-hosts
with Steve Patterson weekdays at 3
p.m. on Channel 5, are truly about
everything, which is just how she
likes it.

“I have the creative freedom to go
out and do whatever kind of story I
want,” she said.

In addition to her work on TCL,
Ries has shown a nice touch for tele-
vision commercials. She has been
the local pitch person for a major
bedding retailer, a skin lotion com-
pany and a credit union.

“Sometimes, there aren’t enough
hours in the day;” said Ries, who is

married with two children under
age 4. “There are so many more
things that Id like to do. It takes re-
ally smart scheduling”

Ries has paid her dues as an on-air
personality and has had a lot of fun
along the way. After graduating from
Apple Valley High School in 1999,
she studied journalism at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison. Fol-
lowing graduation, she worked as a
news anchor and reporter at KDLH
in Duluth and WBAY in Green Bay
before moving to Channel 5 News.

She is a big Packers fan like her
father, Dr. Tom Ries, who grew up
in Wisconsin and is now president
of Concordia University-St. Paul.

“Sorry, Minnesota,” she said with
a laugh about rooting for the green
and gold.

Ries joined TCL nine years ago
as a substitute host when Rebekah
Wood was doing the show, and
eventually got the full-time gig.
From an initial disappointment, the
show has become a hit.

“Elizabeth took over the show
and brought it to a different level
said Mandy Tadych, executive pro-
ducer of TCL.

Ries, not one to blow her own
horn, dishes out generous praise
to Patterson, her sometimes zany
cohort who came to TCL in 2014.

4
y
4

Elizabeth Ries, right, shows off her chickens on the edge of her Longfellow garden with the help of cook-
book author Robin Asbell during a taping of “Twin Cities Live.” protos BY BRAD STAUFFER

“Steve is absolutely fantastic,” she
said. “The first time he was ever on
the show, we were doing a story on
bees. Steve took this big bite out of a
honeycomb. It wasn't scripted, and I
laughed and laughed and laughed”

The format Ries and Patterson
use on the show is likely to take
most any shape. A recent day’s TCL
featured segments ranging from
African cooking and how to make
the perfect pork chop to an analysis
of the lyrics of “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and a discussion about

NOW OPEN!

Our new private room addition & outdoor patio
An entire new bar and large outdoor patio
equipped with heated floors and fireplace is ready!

I/
il
W

Indulge. We have str tché

“The Bachelorette” TV dating show.

Although generally a genteel and
bubbly co-host, Ries doesn't hesitate
to drop the hammer when she feels
its appropriate. She blasted Chris,
one of the men vying for the heart
of Minnesota bachelorette Becca
Kufrin, for melting down in a pro-
fanity-laced tirade before getting
kicked oft the show.

“He was a whiny little baby,
snorted Ries.

But she picked right back up after
that, moving the show fluidly into a
look at local ice cream stands and
then the music of Def Leppard. Ries
also has interesting guests, which on
this particular show included Han-
nah and Marissa Brandt, the hock-
ey-playing sisters who competed for
different teams in the 2018 Winter
Olympics.

One of the things that makes Ries’
show effective, she said, is its au-
thenticity. But its also her sincerity.
She seems genuinely interested in
the subject matter she’s researching,
with an almost child-like inquisi-
tiveness.

“You have to be the same on the
air as you are off it Ries said. “Fif-
teen to 20 years from now, I just
want to keep telling stories”

Ries has had to battle through a
couple of trying times during her
stint on TCL. She suffered a miscar-
riage and also lost her beloved West

Highland terrier, Henry.

“It was very difficult she said.
“I always try to keep perspective,
but sometimes there are things
that happen when you least expect
them.”

Ries recently signed a new con-
tract with Channel 5. Although
Tadych declined to reveal details of
the agreement, she did say that Ries
is going to be “with us for a while”

Asked if she would consider a
better opportunity if it presented it-
self in another city, Ries answered:
“I grew up here and I love what I'm
doing here. It would take a lot to get
me out of here”

Her father, who is an ordained
Lutheran minister, said his daughter
has taken her relatively quick rise to
local fame in stride. “We were at
Como Zoo the other day;” he said,
“and we were meeting people who
wanted to stop and get pictures
taken with her. She enjoyed it thor-
oughly. She never gets tired of that”

Ries raises chickens in her back-
yard, grows her own vegetables and
would like to get into bird-watching.
She is into everything. Well, almost
everything.

“I don't golf and I don't hunt,” she
said with a smile.

Well, maybe not, but she could
always do stories about golfing and
hunting. Why not? She has the show
about everything.

The Cub Arcade Pharmacy will be
closed as of Thursday, August 23rd

But this isn’t goodbye! Your prescriptions will be
confidentially transferred to the Cub Pharmacy located at:

Maryland Ave E

Clarence St

10-50% Off Storewide

50% off Stretch Wovens (including silks)
50% off all Linen & 10% off machines
August 23 — Sept 1 10:00 - 5:00

987 SELBY AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MN 55104 651.645.7645 SEWINGLOUNGE.COM

Forest St N

Pharmacy
_ 5

1177 Clarence St
St Paul, MN 55106
Pharmacy: 651.774.7772
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On the Town Briefly

Theater

Hand to God, a comedy that traces the
fragile nature of faith and morality through
the story of a mild-mannered teenager and
his spectacularly foul-mouthed puppet, is
playing through August 19 at the Jungle
Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S. in Minneapolis.
Christina Baldwin directs the Twin Cities
premiere of playwright Robert Askins’
raunchy and irreverent drama about a young
man whose relationships with the town
pastor, the school bully, the girl next door
and his mother are thrown into upheaval
when his puppet takes on an impertinent and
scandalous personality. Riley O'Toole stars.
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets
are $37-$47. Call 612-822-7063 or visit
jungletheater.com.

What I Thought I Knew, a stage adaptation
of Alice Eve Cohen’s memoir about her
journey through a high-risk pregnancy

and the American health care system, will
be performed from August 18-30 on the
Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s stage
at the Highland Park Community Center,
1978 Ford Pkwy. Directed by Jennie Ward,
the heartfelt drama will be performed at

8 p.m. Saturdays, 1 and 7 p.m. Sundays,

1 or 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays. For ticket
information, visit mnjewishtheatre.org or call
651-647-4315.

Books

An open lab for writers to discuss their
current projects with other writers or just
work on their own is offered from 10:30
a.m.-noon every Thursday at the Merriam
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Call 651-
642-0385.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play host
to readings and discussions with authors
Kimberly J. Brown and her book, The
I-35W Bridge Collapse: A Survivors Account
of America’s Crumbling Infrastructure, on
August 16; Jacqueline Bussie and her theo-
logical reflection, Love Without Limits,
August 20; poet and graphic designer Chaun
Webster and his book, GeNtry!fication,
August 23; and Cecilia Konchar Farr and
her book on literary criticism, The Ulysses

D

The great escape artist. sarah Zuber (left), Mark Benzel and Michelle De
Joya star in Houdini, a new play by Sandbox Theatre about the renowned escape artist
of a century ago. Hungarian-born Harry Houdini spent his life in pursuit of escape—on
stage in his legendary shows and offstage as he sought to escape poverty, anti-Semi-
tism and death itself. The drama will be performed on August 15-18 outdoors with live
music and a 24-foot-high aerial rig. Show times are 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Germanic-
American Institute, 301 Summit Ave,, and 7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday at 1966 N.
Chatsworth St. in Roseville. Audience members are invited to bring blankets or lawn
chairs for seating. Tickets, available one hour before curtain, are by donation with $10
suggested for adults and $5 for children ages 12 and older. (The show is not recom-

mended for young children.) In case of inclement weather, the show will be canceled.
For information, call 612-584-1815. pHOTO BY MATTHEW GLOVER

Delusion, August 30. The programs are free
and begin at 7 p.m. Call 651-493-2791 or
visit subtextbooks.com.

Iron and Water: My Life Protecting Minne-
sota’s Environment will be discussed by its

We offer spectacular
apartment homes featuring
expansive floor plans, gourmet
kitchens, spacious closets,

and full appliance packages.
Our community offers the most
convenient senior living in

St. Paul, complete with an
on-site convenience store,
exercise facilities, barber shop
and beauty salon, guest suite,

Graham Place Senior Aparfments!

i

GRAHAM

and beautiful community room! & £
Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying af

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or emaiil us.

www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St.
Paul, MN 55116

author, environmentalist and lawyer Grant
Merritt, in a free program from 7-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 23, at the Ramsey County
Library, 2180 N. Hamline Ave. Merritt
served as commissioner of the Minnesota

Pollution Control Agency from 1971-75
and as a member of the Great Lakes Water
Quality Board from 1972-75. He has also
served as president and a board member of
the Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota.
Call 651-222-0701.

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Nora
Zeale Hurston will be discussed by the
Merriam Park Book Club on Monday;,
August 27. The club meets from 6:30-7:30
p.m. at the Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave. New members are welcome.
Call 651-642-0385.

William Kent Krueger will read from

his latest Cork O’Connor detective novel,
Desolation Mountain, in a free program at 7
p.m. Tuesday, August 28, at Common Good
Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave. Call 651-225-8989
or visit commongoodbooks.com.

Family

Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy.,
will offer the following free programs: baby
storytime, 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday;
Maker Camp, hands-on activities for chil-
dren ages 7-11, 2 p.m. every Wednesday;
Nature Smart, a trading post in natural
history, biology and geology, 4 p.m. Wednes-
days; Createch, high-tech fun for teenagers,
3:30 p.m. every Thursday; Snake Discovery,
an up-close look at one of nature’s most
misunderstood creatures, 6 p.m. Thursday,
August 16; childrens storytime, 11 a.m. every
Saturday and 10:30 a.m. every Monday; GED
class, 5:45 p.m. every Tuesday; Amharic
storytime, 6 p.m. every Tuesday; and Intro to
Watercolor, hands-on instruction in water-
color painting (registration required), 6 p.m.
Tuesday, August 21. Call 651-695-3700.

Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.,
will offer the following free programs: Board
at the Library, games of Clue, Apples to
Apples Jr., chess, checkers and more, 2-4:30
p-m. on Wednesdays; Family Storytime,
10:30-11 a.m. every Friday; and Maker
Camp, hands-on activities for children ages
7 to 11, 3-5 p.m. Fridays and Mondays. Call
651-642-0385.

Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave.,
will play host to the following free events:
Generous Kids storytime with author Caryn
Rivadeneira at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, August
18; and Piano Storytime on the patio at

GRANDe)@SPECTACLE

IFYOU GAN'T SEE PAST THE DISCOUNTS

YOU SHOULD HAVE
YOUR EYES EXAMINED!

Dr. Mark Wellnitz

Call today to schedule your
comprehensive eye exam.

We take your vision very seriously. That’s why we provide the most
comprehensive eye exam you’ll ever get, including depth screenings
for conditions like cataracts and glaucoma. Then we custom craft a
complete eyewear package that is as unique as you and give you a
professional fit — all with our BEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

GRAND
SPECTACLE

GrandSpectacle.com | 764 Grand Avenue, St. Paul | 651.227.8198

We submit to most insurance providers including BCBS, Medica, HP, VSP and more.
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10:30 a.m. Wednesday and Thursday,
August 22 and 23. Call 651-224-8320.

Gibbs Farm, a museum of pioneer
and Dakota Indian life at 2097 W.
Larpenteur Ave., will be serving old-
fashioned ice cream along with the
tours of the farm, garden and prairie
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Sunday,
August 26. The ice cream will come in
special old-fashioned flavors, and it is
included in the admission charge of $8,
$7 for seniors, $5 for children ages 4-16.
Visit rchs.com/gibbs-farm.

Dance

Rhythmically Speaking will present
a program of original dance by
choreographers of local and regional
renown on August 16-18 at the
Southern Theater, 1420 Washington
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Featured will
be works by Gabriel Anderson and
Laura Selle-Virtucio, Leila Awadallah,
Melissa Clark, Brandi Coleman, Karla
Grotting, Jolene Konkel and Emma
Marlar. Show times are 7:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday and 2 and 7:30
p.m. Saturday. A discussion with the
artists will follow the Friday evening
and Saturday afternoon shows. For
tickets, priced at $20 in advance, $24 at
the door, $12 for students and seniors,
visit rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org.

Film

Dream Big: Engineering Our World is
being screened through October 11

in the Omnitheater at the Science
Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg
Blvd. A celebration of human ingenuity
and the compassion and creativity that
drive engineers to create a better world,
the film introduces four people who
make their living as engineers: Menzer
Pehlivan, a geotechnical engineer

from Turkey; Angelica Hernandez, a
Mexican immigrant whose interest

in engineering was sparked by a high
school robotics club; Steve Burrows,

a structural engineer who takes

his inspiration from the marvels of

the ancient past; and Avery Bang,

a young Midwestern woman who
builds footbridges in underdeveloped
countries. Admission is $9.95, $8.95
for seniors and children ages 4-12. Call
651-221-9444 or visit smm.org.

Silent films from the Walker Art
Center’s Ruben/Bentson collection will
be shown with a live score by electro
virtuoso Martin Dosh and the Dosh
Quintet in a free program at dusk on
Thursday, August 16, in the Walker’s
Waurtele Upper Garden, Groveland
Terrace and Lyndale Avenue in South
Minneapolis. Grab a blanket, pack a
picnic supper, and head to the hillside
for an eclectic evening of new music
and century-old avant-garde films,
including Lichtspiel: Opus I, I, III

and IV and Berlin: Symphony of a Great
City by German filmmaker Walter
Ruttmann, Manhatta by American
filmmakers Charles Sheeler and Paul
Strand, and Winsor McCay’s animated
documentary, The Sinking of the
Lusitania.

Bring a blanket or lawn chair and
enjoy the following movies under

the stars compliments of the St. Paul
Department of Parks and Recreation:
Moana, August 16, at Sibley Manor,
1300 W. Maynard Drive; The Nightmare
Before Christmas, August 17, at the
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S.
Griggs St.; and Coco, August 18, at
Hampden Park, 993 Hampden Ave. All

of the screenings are free of charge and
will begin around dusk.

St. Paul filmmaker Phillip McGraw’s
8 Seasons of Art, a groundbreaking
documentary about African-American
painters, musicians and poets who

use their art to respond to social and
economic injustice, racism and violence
and as a means of healing, will be
shown from 7:30-11 p.m. Thursday;,
August 30, at the Amherst H. Wilder
Foundation, 451 N. Lexington Pkwy.
Tickets are $12, and light refreshments
will be served.

Exhibits

“St. Paul ReViewed,” a look at
Minnesotas capital city through the
eyes of its artists, is being displayed
through the summer at Landmark
Center. The show includes three
installations: “Our St. Paul: Celebrating
125 Years of the St. Paul Camera Club”
in the North Gallery; “Explorations,”
photographs by Michelle Daniels

and Brad Daniels, in the second floor
galleria and third floor balcony.

McKnight artist fellowship and
residency recipients Xilam Balam,

Mic Stowell, Eva Kwong, Forrest
Lesch-Middelton, Anthony Stellacio
and Kosmas Ballis are exhibiting their
ceramics through August 26 in the
Northern Clay Center’s Main and Emily
Galusha galleries, 2424 E. Franklin Ave.,
Minneapolis. Call 612-339-8007.

“All About St. Paul,” watercolor
paintings of the capital city by local
artist Jeanne Kosfeld, are being
displayed through August 31 in the
North Gallery at Landmark Center.
Kosfeld is a former newspaper
illustrator and faculty member at the
University of Alaska who led the design
department at the Ordway Center for
the Performing Arts for 18 years. She
will offer a free, two-hour sketching
workshop in downtown St. Paul at 1
p.m. Sunday, August 19. For workshop
reservations, call 651-292-1239 or email
jbrooks@landmarkcenter.org.

“Courage and Compassion,” a
traveling exhibit of the Japanese-
American experience during World
War 11, is on view through September
3 in the Visitor Center at Historic

Fort Snelling. Funded in part by a
grant from the National Park Service,
“Courage and Compassion” covers the
war years, from Pearl Harbor to the
incarceration of Japanese Americans in
camps to the postwar fight for redress.
Fort Snelling was also the site of the U.S.
Military Intelligence Service Language
School where 6,000-plus Japanese
Americans trained as linguists prior
to embarking for the Pacific or China-
Burma-India theaters of the war. The
hours of the exhibit are 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Visit mnhs.
org/fortsnelling.

The paintings of Lorraine Omley
are being displayed through August
26 at the AZ Gallery, 308 Prince St.
The gallery is open from 5-8 p.m. on
Thursdays and Fridays and from 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.
Visit theazgallery.org.

“Somalis in Minnesota,” the story

of the largest population of Somali
immigrants in the United States, is
being told in a new exhibit at the
Minnesota History Center, 345 W.
Kellogg Pkwy. The 2,400-square-foot
show includes a reconstructed nomadic
hut, photos and artifacts augmented

by commentary by Somali-American

historians, and videos and interactive
photo panels that introduce Somali
Americans across the state. Admission
to the History Center is $12, $10 for
seniors, students and veterans, $6 for
children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3000.

Summit Avenue Walking Tours
highlighting the Gilded Age mansions
that line the street and the people
who built them and owned them,

are being offered by the Minnesota
Historical Society on weekends through
September. The 90-minute tours

step out at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.
on Saturdays and noon and 2 p.m.
Sundays from the James J. Hill House,
240 Summit Ave. The cost is $14, $12
seniors and college students, $10 for
children ages 5-17. Visit mnhs.org/
calendar.

Explore St. Paul’s historic downtown
or riverfront areas on free, guided
walking tours beginning at 10 a.m.

on Wednesdays through September.
The Heart of the City Tour will travel
down St. Peter Street past some of the
city’s most famous landmarks and
influential buildings on August 15 and
September 19. The Great River Tour,
highlighting the role the river played
in St. Paul history, will follow the
mighty Mississippi on August 22 and
September 26. The area around Rice
Park will be explored on September 12.
Reservations are required. Call 651-
292-3063 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

“Brush and Pen,” a festival of artists
and authors, will be held from 10
a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, August 18,

at the Blue Harbor Center for the

Arts, 559 Humboldt Ave. Twenty-five
local authors and artists will take part,
introducing their books and artwork. A
meet-and-greet will follow from 5:30-7
p.m. Call 651-955-3673.

Music

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Rod
Stewart and special guest Cyndi Lauper
will perform in concert at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 15, at Xcel Energy
Center. For tickets, call 800-745-3000 or
visit xcelenergycenter.com.

Como Lakeside Pavilion’s Spring Cafe,
1360 N. Lexington Pkwy., will play

host to free concerts by the following
performers, all at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise indicated: Minnesota Band,
August 15; Kith & Kin Chorus, August
17; Como Pops at 3 p.m. and Moonlight
Serenaders at 7 p.m. August 19;
Harmonic Relief, August 20; North Star
Women's Chorus, August 21; jazz artist
Lee Engele, August 23; Good Morning
Bedlam, August 24; Panhandlers,
August 25; Bavarian Music Meisters,

3 p.m. August 26; Brio Brass, August
27; and the LaVelle Jazz Cats Little

Big Band, August 29. Visit stpaul.gov/
musicintheparks.

Mill City Live continues from 6-8 p.m.
on Wednesdays through August in the
courtyard of the Mill City Museum,
704 S. Second St. in Minneapolis. The
schedule includes singer-songwriter
Mary Bue on August 15; the pop rock
of Little Fevers, August 22; and Salsa del
Soul, August 29. Tickets at $6 include
admission to the museum. Call 612-
341-7582 or visit mnhs.org.

Beats in Boyd, a new series of free
concerts, will continue from 5-9

p.m. Fridays in Boyd Park, 335 Selby
Ave. The schedule includes Ivan
Cunningham, the Levi Taple Band and
Joe Schad on August 17; Nuelz and
Longshot & Lazerbeak, August 24; and
Eli Fay and Thomasina, September 7.

Discover the Twin Cities’ best-kept secret!
9 great holes near the MSP airport
5701 Leavenworth Ave, St. Paul 55111

Drop In Monday - Friday
Call 612-230-6523 for tee times Sat-Sun

l $9 off good at 9 hole rate only. Must present coupon for savings. Not good with any I
other offers. Limit 2 golfers per coupon. Photocopies not valid. Expires 8/31/18.

HAPPY HOUR!

Monawy - Feedey
3.00PM - 6.00PM

PATIO SEASON IS HERE

Soak up the sun on our brand new pet friendly patio

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN
NORTHEAST MINNEAPOLIS

www.TC400Tavern.com | 612.455.6311
1330 Industrial Blvd. NE Suite 400

SAINT GEORGE'S

MY GREEK SUMMER
FESTIVAL

AUGUST 18 & 19
(Rain or Shine)
Sat. 11am — 9pm ¢ Sun. 11am - 6pm
Saint George

Greek Orthodox Church
1111 Summit Ave ¢ Saint Paul, MN

FAITH DANCE FOOD
MUSIC FUN!

for more info and to pre-order tickets

WWW.stgeorgegoc.org
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Nobody Cares for Eyes

More Than Pearle

¢ Choose from over 1000 frames
¢ Highest quality of lens materials
¢ Contact lens specialists
* Most insurance plans accepted
* Eye exams 6 days a week by
Dr. Troy Randgaard, Dr. Aaron
Peterson & Dr. Taylor Wolke

PEARLE

VISION

FAMILY OWNED, COMMUNITY
INVOLVED, CLEARLY DIFFERENT

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM AT
PEARLEVISIONHIGHLAND.COM

Highland Shopping Center
2024 Ford Parkway » 651-698-2020
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» Community room with
fireplace & kitchen

» Close to grocery
stores & restaurants

» Outdoor patio seating
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» Theater room, library,
& craft/card room
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» Walk-in closets
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COMMUNITY
FEATURES:

» On-site management

9 foot ceilings

Balcony or patio*

Dishwasher & built-in
microwave included
*In select homes.
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3 MONTHS
FREE RENT

Hurry, Limited Time_Offer*!
Over $4,000 Savings

* On select 3 bedroom homes & 2 months free on
select 2 bedrooms when you move-in by 10/1/18.

24-hr fitness center

Reserve your new home today!

(763) 452-3169

LegendsofCottageGrove.com

6999 E Point Douglas Rd S | Cottage Grove, MN 55016

Heated underground
parking garage
(additional cost applies)

Full-size washer/dryer

Kitchen bar or island

*Restrictions apply. Rents & income limits subject to change.
Please note this community participates in an affordable
housing program. Household Income Limits are as follows:
1 Occupant: $39,660 » 2 Occupants: $45,300
3 Occupants: $50,940 » 4 Occupants: $56,580

Pet-friendly community
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Guitar heroes. world-
class guitarists Iraida Noriega
(left), Sunny War (below) and
Greg Koch (bottom) will be
among those performing at the
free Lowertown Guitar Festival,
running from 2-9 p.m. Satur-
day, August 18, in and around
Como Lakeside Pavilion, 1360 N.
Lexington Pkwy. Also appearing
on the fest’s several stages will
be Dan Kase, Thomas Nordlund,
Mike Michel, Siama Matuzungidi,
Paul Metzger, Duo Onyx and

# Jake Hanson and James Buckley.
Refreshments will be available.

The Smashing Pumpkins, alternative rock
pioneers of the 1990s on their first concert
tour in nearly 20 years, will perform at 7 p.m.
Sunday, August 19, at Xcel Energy Center.
Billy Corgan, Jimmy Chamberlin and James
Tha, who helped found the band 30 years ago,
are playing on the Pumpkins’ Shiny and Oh
So Bright Tour, which is highlighting music
from the groups first 12 years. Longtime
Smashing Pumpkins guitarist Jeff Schroeder
will also take part as the band moves to a
three-guitar lineup. Warming up for the
Pumpkins will be indie rockers Metric.
Tickets are priced from $29.50-$129.50. Visit
ticketmaster.com or call 800-745-3000.

Studio Z, 275 E. Fourth St., Suite 200, will
host the following: New Ruckus Composer
Night featuring new pieces by Seamus
Hubbard Flynn, Michael Reid Winikoff, Ilan
Blanck and Tyler Jameson Pimm at 7 p.m.
Monday, August 20 (admission is free); and
the All-Originals Jazz Series featuring the
sextet Rhythm’s Mama at 8 p.m. Thursday;,
August 23 (tickets are $10). For information,
call 651-755-1600.

The Chin Whiskers Band will perform
in a free backyard concert from 7-10 p.m.
Saturday, August 25, at 1406 S. Cleveland
Ave. The Northbound Smokehouse food
truck will have refreshments for sale from
6-10 p.m.

Rising star of the flamenco guitar, Diego
Rowan-Martin will make the strings sing
at 7 p.m. Sunday, August 26, at Zorongo
Flamenco, 3012 Minnehaha Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. Tickets for his Una Tarde de
Guitarra Flamenca show are $12.

Et cetera

Singers may audition between now and
August 24 for a place in the St. Catherine
University Choral Society, a large mixed-
voice choir composed of St. Catherine
University students, faculty and staff and
experienced singers from across the Twin
Cities area. Performances are accompanied
by a professional orchestra. This fall the
Choral Society will perform Vivaldi’s Gloria,
Mendelssohn's Heilig and Michael FinK’s
Jubilate Deo. Rehearsals begin September
6. For more information or an audition
appointment, contact Patricia Connors at
651-690-6688.

IndiaFest, a celebration of the rich cul-
tural traditions of the Asian country, will

be presented by the India Association of
Minnesota from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday,
August 18, on the grounds of the Minnesota
Capitol. The free event will feature live
performances by the Ananya and Katha
dance theaters, live music, exhibits, cultural
displays, Indian merchandise , a raftle and
the cuisine of eight local Indian restaurants.
Among the activities for children and adults
will be chess, cricket, kite flying, yoga, medi-
tation and henna and face painting.

Auditions for Classics Lost '’ Found
Theater’s October production of Romeo and
Juliet will be held from 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday
and Wednesday, August 21 and 22, at Faith
Mennonite Church, 2720 E. 22nd St. in
Minneapolis. Twenty-five men and women
ages 15 to 70 will be selected for roles. Call
612-724-4539 for an appointment.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Football’s rise is
baseball’s demise

ts mid-August and you know what that means: The lazy,
Ihazy, crazy days of summer are quickly becoming just a

fading memory. For some people, mid-August means a
last trip or two to the lake. For others, it means a trip to the
store for school supplies.

But for a lot of other folks, it means it’s time to hop on the
computer and watch the various networks showing NFL
preseason games. In a few cases, they’re hardcore fans who
want to get a first look at their favorite team and see if things
are looking any rosier this fall. In many other cases, they’re
fans starting to draft their fantasy football teams.

Fantasy football picks start at quarterback and go from
there. The questions come fast and furious. Is Green Bay’s
Aaron Rodgers really healthy? Now that Kirk Cousins has
better wide receivers to work with—or so they say—should
the Vikings’ new QB be an early pick? Detroit usually doesn't
win enough games to make the playoffs, but Matthew
Stafford usually throws for a lot of yards and touchdowns, so
should he be a pick?

The same considerations apply to running backs, wide
receivers and, depending on the particular fantasy league’s
rules, kickers and defensive players. In many locales,
gambling on fantasy football is technically illegal, but the
fact is this cottage industry is a multimillion-dollar diversion
these days.

That wasn't always the case. Until the fantasy football craze
took hold, preseason football games were viewed with what
was once referred to as “dignified indifference” Tickets for
preseason games back then were cheap and easy to come by;
now they’re full price. Few people paid attention to the stats
or to the final score.

Needless to say, all this added attention to preseason
football has hurt Major League Baseball. It used to be that
even in seasons like this one, when the local team has fallen
out of the race, baseball could still command the attention of
the sporting public at least until Labor Day.

No more. Unless your team is in the hunt for a playoft spot,
baseball falls to the bottom of the sporting totem pole at this
time of year. In some areas, the interest is so minimal that
you could hardly be blamed for looking for a listing of the
national pastime in the obituaries. Unfortunately, this is no
surprise. Major League Baseball has been slowly killing itself
for a long time now.

It started with the inane idea that baseball had to mimic
football's marketing ploys. Instant replays came to football as
a way for television, which had handed the team owners gobs
of money, to get in on the act. Instant replay started small, but
now it has brought about several rule changes to the game
and has grown in importance to the point where teams hire
former officials as instant replay advisers.

Officials are now hesitant to make calls on the grounds
that, if there’s a controversy, instant replay can always be
counted on to settle the issue. It makes sense in a way because
the NFL and the Division I colleges have transformed their
football games into television shows that are meant to fitin a
time frame of around 3:15.

Baseball was never meant to be run on the clock. However,
the marketing gurus couldn’t accept that and extended the
time between innings to fit in extra commercials. Seeing an
opening to feel wanted, these same geniuses found a way to
get instant replay into the sport for close calls.

Football had the good sense to send referees under a
hood to quietly review a replay with a supervisor before
announcing a decision. Baseball has umpires stand on the
field with headsets on, but not watching the play in question.
They get their cue from someone across the country and then
make a hand signal as to whether the call was good or should
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Tanner Vavra is congratulated by Rick Tossey (12) after knocking in the St. Paul Capitals’ first two runs with a first-inning
homer in a 12-0 win over Air Freight on August 3 at the Dunning Sports Complex. pHoro 8y BRAD STAUFFER

Hanging tough

Capitals stay alive in state Class A men’s baseball

By BiLL WAGNER

he St. Paul Capitals turned in a

I so-so showing in the state Class

A amateur men’s baseball tourna-
ment at Haddox Field in Bloomington
during the weekend of August 11-12.

It began fairly ugly for the Capitals,
who won the state title in 2014. They
seemed out of sorts in a 10-6 loss to the
St. Louis Park Pirates in the first round
of state. However, they came back with
a vengeance less than 24 hours later with
a 10-2 victory over the Minneapolis
Cobras to keep their hopes alive in the
double-elimination tournament.

The victory means that the Capitals
will play the St. Anthony Hogs at 1 p.m.
Saturday, August 18, in the next round
of state at Haddox. If the Capitals (28-8-
1) win their next three contests, they will
play in the championship game sched-
uled for 1:30 p.m. Sunday, August 19.

Just as the Capitals’ confidence had
been shaken in the 10-6 loss to St. Louis
Park, it re-established itself in a solid dis-
play of all-around baseball against the
Cobras. The opening defeat came about
largely because a different Capitals team
showed up. It round two, it was the real
St. Paul team.

“It was a true team effort,” said the
Capitals’ player-coach Phil McDermott.
“We played really well”

Much of it came on the mound, where
Ty McDevitt showed just how effective
he can be when the season is on the line.
McDevitt hurled eight innings, allowing

just four hits and striking out eight in
logging the victory. The Capitals’ offense
also did its share, putting up three runs
in the first inning,

The Cobras pulled to within 4-2, but
that was all the closer they would get.
The Capitals, who have been tough to
shut down offensively all season, got
good efforts at the plate from all hands.
Aaron Pfaff and Tom Petersen led the
way with three hits each, while Rick
Tossey and Ryan Abrahamson each
drove in two runs.

That leaves McDermott with a tough
decision to make when the team plays
its next game at state. With almost a full
week off between games, he was lean-
ing toward giving the ball to Josh Ku-
bitschek to pitch.

“I think so,” McDermott said about
the hard-throwing right-hander, who
was the losing pitcher against St. Louis
Park, “but we have a deep staff”

McDermott said Kubitschek didn't
pitch that badly in that loss, but was
victimized by some uncharacteristically
shoddy defense.

The coach also said he wouldn't hesi-
tate to go with Jesse Retzlaff in a bullpen
role if needed. He noted that Retzlaff,
who played for Minnehaha Academy
and is now in his rookie season in men’s
amateur baseball, has a bright future
with the Capitals.

McDermott noted just how close the
competition was in this year’s state tour-
nament. The Minnetonka Millers, who
perennially seem to be the team to beat,

also suffered a loss in the first weekend
of play.

“Were still right in there battling
away; he said. “It should be interesting”

The loss to St. Louis Park was more
than disappointing, but in many ways it
wasn't a big surprise. “We expected it to
be a tough game and it was,” McDermott
said.

The Pirates came into the game as a
team that makes good contact at the
plate and delivers quality at-bats. They
did that, hitting several balls solidly and
running the bases well. But St. Louis
Park also got some breaks from the
baseball gods on more than one occa-
sion. McDermott said the Pirates had a
few hits that managed to barely bounce
through the infield.

St. Louis Park jumped out early, so the
Capitals had to battle back. St. Paul got
the deficit down to 6-5, but then the vic-
tors collected four late insurance runs.

“We didn't help ourselves,” McDer-
mott said. “We made some errors that
they took advantage of”

St. Paul went into the St. Louis Park
game on a high note. The Capitals had
made quick work of overmatched Air
Freight in 10-0 and 12-0 blowouts in
their first two playoff games. Those
routs were part of a 12-game Capitals
winning streak. During that stretch, St.
Paul outscored its opponents by a whop-
ping 101-21 margin.

The Capitals, who won this year’s St.

ST. PAUL CAPITALS »24



PAGE 24

VILLAGER

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2018

Minnehaha makes decent run in Legion baseball playoffs

By BiLL WAGNER

P ] innehaha Academy’s American Legion baseball
team, representing Giantvalley Post 234, didn't
get off to the start it wanted this summer. How-

ever, the team regrouped and made a good run through the

Division II East Central playoffs before getting knocked out

of the postseason with a 5-3 loss on July 28 to Sibley East of

Arlington.

Giantvalley had a problem at the outset of the summer; it
just didn’t have enough hands on deck. Whether it was for
family vacations or a player or two needing rest, the team was
undermanned, according to coach Tom Konz.

“We haven't played one game in which we've had all our
players,” he said after going 4-6 during the regular season.

A lot of the absentees were back in uniform by the time
Giantvalley started the 16-team, double-elimination playoffs.
That gave them every reason to be optimistic going into the
sub-state competition that was spread out over the last two
weekends in July in Cannon Falls. The team also was confi-
dent given that Minnehaha’s high school team had won the
consolation crown at the Class AA state tournament a month
earlier.

A rejuvenated Giantvalley motored into the sub-state Le-
gion tourney needing to win six games to go to state. They
opened with a 2-1 loss to Plato, but then reeled off victories
over Kenyon Wanamingo 11-6, Rockford 6-2, Providence
Academy 2-1 and Holy Family 15-10 before being knocked
out of the tournament by Sibley East.

Despite the exit, Konz said it was a pretty good season. “We
had some young guys who were able to gain some experience,”
Konz said. “Those are guys who'll probably play next year and
I think we'll be pretty good next year, too.”

The loss to Plato in the opener overshadowed a sterling
pitching performance by Brett Theissen, who struck out 11
batters. Noah Dehne and Dylan Kiratli each had two hits in
that game.

In the win over Kenyon Wanamingo, Giantvalley had its
hitting shoes on when it needed them. Theissen, Kiratli and
Nick Wang all contributed with two hits. Kiratli started on the
mound and got the win, with Bennett Thurow coming in late
to seal the victory.

Dehne got Giantvalley off and running in the win over
Rockford that first weekend, pounding out two homers.

Konz went into the sub-state tournament saying that Giant-
valley could win if it played up to its capabilities. “We easily

could’ve been 3-0 after the first weekend,” he said.

Brock Brumley delivered a masterpiece on the mound to
start the second weekend, striking out 10 and allowing only six
hits in hurling a complete game against Providence Academy.
He also drove in his team’s two runs.

Giantvalley’s bats really came to life in the win over Holy
Family that went nine innings, with several players contribut-
ing at the plate. Jake McCabe led the parade with four hits and
two RBI. Theissen and Brumley each had three hits, while Ki-
ratli, Connor Johnson and Will Wamre had two hits and two
RBI. Bennett Thurow slapped a two-out, two-run single in the
victory.

The loss to Sibley East was tough to swallow, Konz said,
especially since Giantvalley made three errors and couldn't
come through in the clutch.

“They scored all of their runs in one inning,” he said. “We
just couldn’t get that big run-producing hit”

Against Sibley East, Michael DiNardo and Brumley each
had two hits, and Kiratli logged a nifty three-inning stint on
the mound. Both Giantvalley and Sibley East had nine hits in
the game.

The Minnesota Vikings, in partnership with the Minnesota
State High School League, recently announced that the team’s
newly opened Twin Cities Orthopedics Performance Center
on [-494 between Dodd Road and Delaware Avenue in Eagan
will host five high school football games this coming season.
The inaugural game will be on Friday, September 28, when
Eagan will play its homecoming game there against Farming-
ton. The second regular-season game is Friday, October 12,
when Prior Lake will play host to Lakeville North. On Friday
and Saturday, November 9-10, the center will also be the site
for three games during the quarterfinal round of the state foot-
ball tournament. Matchups are to be determined.

The third annual Twin Cities Walk for Water will be held
from 8-11 a.m. Saturday, September 15, at St. Paul's Upper
Landing Park, 180 Shepard Road. The walk promotes aware-
ness of the global water crisis while raising funds to sustain-
ably provide clean, safe drinking water around the world. Last
year the walk raised more than $130,000. To register for the
event, visit twincitieswalkforwater.org.

The Concordia University-St. Paul volleyball team was
ranked first in the American Volleyball Coaches Association
Division II preseason poll for the third year in a row. Concordia
finished 121 points ahead of second-ranked Southwest Min-
nesota State. The Golden Bears are coming off their second
consecutive Division I national championship and their ninth
title overall. Concordia will once again face a tough schedule
with nine contests against opponents in the top 25. The season
opener is on August 23 against Hillsdale in Michigan. Con-
cordia’s first home meet is on September 8 vs. Winona State.

L

Connor
Hurley
notched
10
strikeouts
for the
Capitals
to get the
win over
Air Freight
in playoff
action on
August 3.
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Paul League title for the seventh time
since the team was established in 2010,
have shown that they really have few
weaknesses and are capable of domi-
nating a game. The team had some
solid pitching depth, with Kubitschek
and McDevitt having firmly estab-
lished themselves as twin aces who can

consistently deliver quality innings.
Petersen had made his reputation as a
shutdown relief pitcher in addition to
his offensive talent.

Offensively, the Caps have what seems
to be the proper mix of power and
speed. Tanner Vavra was hitting .478
and had an on-base percentage of .500.
Also more than capable at the plate are
Tossey, who was hitting .375, Abraham-

son at .369 and Petersen at .328.

Power has been supplied by Abraha-
mson, Vavra, Tossey and Matt Halloran,
who all had all banged out four homers.
The team is also peppered with sev-
eral speedsters, including Pfaff with 11
stolen bases, and Halloran and Derek
Jacobson with seven each.

234 WRIGHT CALL

be reversed. This was supposed to occur in 30 seconds or less,
but that hasn't been the case. As a result, baseball games that
used to run 2:30 or so now regularly extend to over 3 hours.

To see what happens when instant replays and
commercials are not involved, consider this: The MIAC
baseball tournament was played at CHS Field last May. The
teams all played nine innings and averaged just 2:12 per
game. Only one game went over 3 hours and that was offset
by a gem that was played in a nifty 1:46.

Seeing that replays were going long, baseball has added
elements to speed up play, such as limiting trips to the mound
and adding a 20-second clock between pitches. The evidence
is still being compiled, but games have been shortened by
only a minute or two.

Baseball's marketing on a national scale is, in a word,
abysmal. The ESPN Sunday Night game rotates between the
Yankees, Red Sox and Cubs. The defending World Series
champs from Houston get virtually ignored. Up-and-coming
teams such as Atlanta, Philadelphia, Milwaukee and Oakland
are likewise hidden from viewers. Yes, ESPN is having some
great seasons with young, exciting stars, but its market is
shrinking. The same is true for Fox’s Saturday game, which
often gets handed off to Fox Sports 1, an entity not on
everybody’s cable or satellite service. MLB even pushed a few
games to Facebook—the Twins played one of those—thus
limiting the audience even further. And MLB wonders why
its ratings are down.

Macalester’s newly resurfaced field will be a busy place
for football and soccer this fall. pHoto By Lou MicHAELS

The Twins have committed their own faux pas this
year. Last month, Tampa Bay was in town for a Thursday
night game. The weather was threatening and a downpour
drenched Target Field about 5:30 p.m. That was out of the
team’s control, of course, but what happened afterward
wasn't. The Twins flashed a message on the scoreboard
stating that the first pitch had been pushed back to 7:45 p.m.
However, more rain and thunder ensured and it was obvious
that start time wouldn't be happening. Nothing appeared on
the scoreboard and there was nothing over the public address
system until a little after 8:30 p.m. when it was announced

that the game would start around 9 p.m.

On the other hand, some of baseball’s marketing moves
have worked. The Wild Card games, for example, have been a
big hit. Last year, it kept interest up in this part of the country.
Players have gotten more generous about flipping baseballs
into the stands. The mascot races and other between-inning
contests are pleasant diversions. But for a lot of market areas,
it isn't enough once the calendar turns to mid-August.

There are no surefire answers to the problem, but
pretending it doesn't exist isn’t one of them.

New look at Macalester

It's been a busy summer at Macalester College with a pair
of new basketball coaches and an interim athletic director
now on board. It turns out there are on-field changes as well.
Macs football stadium, built in 1964, had new artificial turf
rolled out this summer. It will soon be a busy place, with
five football games and 18 soccer games scheduled to be
played in a two-month period. Soccer kicks things off with a
doubleheader on August 31.

One of the things that has changed at college facilities is
having to set aside money for installing new turf on the fields.
The artificial stuff has a life expectancy of only around 10
years or so, and the cost of putting it in can be more than
$500,000. Of course, spending on lawnmowers, sod and
sprinklers is no longer needed.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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SALES

MAC-GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD
Garage Sale! Saturday, August
25, 8am-3pm. 35+ sales through-
out the neighborhood. Visit
macgrove.org for map after
August 21.

MACALESTER NEIGHBORHOOD
Church (FAUMC) Rummage Sale.
Friday, August 24 & Saturday,
August 25 from 9am-2pm.
1523 Fairmount Avenue.

CRAFT SALES

*CREATIVITY SUPPLIES SALE*
August 16-17, 9am-6pm, August
18, 9am-4pm. Art supplies, cos-
tumes and more! St. Albert’s
Church, East 29th St. at 32nd Ave.
South Minneapolis.

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Signs handmade to order for
gifts, business, sales, weddings,
retirement, etc. Use your logo,
family name, favorite quote...
unlimited possibilities. Wood,
canvas, glass, mirror, chalkboard,
etc. Also custom designed, small
run, t-shirts, hoodies, tanks for
any occasion you are promot-
ing. For more details, text 612-
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

USED STAIR lifts, chair lifts,
wheelchair lifts and ramps. 651-
592-5959.

STUDIO SIZE PIANO. Gulbranson,
$200 cash. Ideal for student.
Buyer moves. 651-423-7450.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler,
2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary,
612-729-3110.

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques,
Furniture, Old Signs, Costume
Jewelry, Gold, Silver. Housecalls.
651-387-8780.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local ref-
erences. License #RR155317.
Insured. Member BBB. Call 651-
690-3956.

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Wallpaper removal. Small
painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs.
Fully insured. Free estimates.
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories & more information available at
www.myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.
All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: August 29

Deadline: August 22

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. “Building
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from
leaky faucets to new additions.
| can save you money on elec-
trical and plumbing. John, 651-
231-5652.

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years;
good references. 651-207-2249 c.
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior. Free
estimates. 651-246-2869;
www.painteral.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co.
All types roofing/gutters. Siding,
windows/skylights. Honesty and
integrity for 50 years! Family
owned, operated. Licensed,
bonded, insured. #BC005456.
Scott, 612-701-2209.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free es-
timates. Steps, sidewalks,
driveways. Experienced. 651-
208-8379.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

CONCRETE WORK: Lawn steps,
sidewalks, patios, driveways.
Tom Seemon, 612-721-2530.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and
column bases replicated plus
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or The
TurningPointWoodworks.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives,
aprons, walks, patios and walls.
Mark, 763-607-3941.

SUNNY SIDE RECONSTRUCTION,
of faith and barter. Painting,
cleaning, foam insulating, car-
pentry, taping to tile. Todd or
Teresa, 651-263-0422.

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great
prices, FREE estimates. Same day
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toi-
lets, tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic
tile. 612-275-9815.

HOME RENOVATION/REPAIR.
Rotting wood, water damage,
wet basements. Decks, porches,
fences, gutters, doors, windows,
egress. Bathrooms and more.
Garage, storage, painting,
light fixtures, fans, switch tim-
ers, water supply lines, toilets.
Smart, quality work, satisfaction.
15+ years, Trusted, long term.
References. Paul, 651-315-9826.

LOCKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

<
Q)
SECURITY CORPORATION /]
o 6 716 SO. CLEVELAND
u
e

651690-4443

Jeff Menard

LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
6514366568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

61 222-8701

Full Warranty NN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Tuckpointing
Chimneys
Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Repair & Rebuild
35 Years Experience

Panian Construction
651-373-1264 )

Lic#BC319518 Insured BBB

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTER REPAIR

95% Dust-free
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 .

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EVERYTHING DRYWALL.
Sheetrock, plaster, textures, skim
coating and painting. Insured.
David, 612-554-3028.

PROFESSIONAL, FULL-SERVICE
DESIGN FOR REMODELS AND
REDECORATING. Your spaces,
designed brilliantly! Expert plan-
ning of kitchens, baths, base-
ments and attic rooms; 2-d and
3-d, concept and construction
drawings; selection and coordi-
nation of finishes and furnish-
ings; contractor liaison services.
Gail Jacobson, Allied Member,
ASID. 612-310-7069. www.fresh
spacedesignlic.com

HOME SERVICES

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,
installed. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373;
651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably
priced. Licensed, insured. We sell
boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/
Insured. 651-387-2955 Light
houseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free es-
timates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair.
29th year in Villager area. Fully
insured for your peace of mind.
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

Continued page 26

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED * BONDED « INSURED

Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746  Frank Gardner Construction LLC

PATE
o~

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Licensed - Bonded - Insured  vic. #grissa17

N

ALL

\SONS

Affordable Rates Year Round
Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service
Stump Grinding

TREE SERVICE Treeé&Shrub Pruning & More
24 HR Emergency Service $ At

651.690.3200 EAD

allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

“>=<=" WWeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobie: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Roger’s
Tree
service

Certified Arborist

ASHTREATMENTS ; “Infuse it or LOSE it"

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974
*Trimming <Removals - Stumps

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

651 699-1022 (c)s12414-9241 YOGErtree.com

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

Lic. » Bonded ¢ Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

SfIESS
LUMBING

HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE

The Villager is seeking an advertising sales representative for our 60,000-circulation,
semi-weekly newspaper. The successful applicant will work with new and existing
advertising clients to spur new revenue growth for the Villager as well as its clients.

Please submit a statement of interest along with your resume to
publisher Michael Mischke at mmischke @ myvillager.com

VILLAGER

757 Snelling Avenue South, St. Paul, MN 55116 ¢ 651-699-1462 ¢ MyVillager.com
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Don Rhoudes Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 i+ v

CONCRETE &
MASONRY

New, Repair & l}eplace

Step Repair
Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

RUNESON
LIC* BC216011 MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN

Y CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
763-482-9464

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings + Painting

Mud Alchemp

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 il

Bonded
Insured

% BOl‘den bordenwindow.com

1= Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping
We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation - Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952-292-2349 ;’

escobarflooring@gmail.com ?ﬂ

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 6514925216

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
=552 Expert Climbers o Professional Service

) Treg Trimming & Removal o Stump Removal

LOCALLY WED 65]'464'33'1 g:r;ﬁirrl:;iiaall

0
& OPERATED  All Major Credit Cards Accepled FREE ESTINWTES

Floyd Anderson

Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair
Foundation Repair ¢ Brick
Tuckpointing ¢ Concrete
Chimney Repair ¢ Glass Block
Windows e Sidewalks & Steps
Remodeling
Painting ¢ Roofing

INSURED | ESTIMATES

ceLL: 651263-6572

Installation and
Refinishing
Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for
a free estimate!
TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Highland Electric
Since 1965
651-690-1551
www.highland-electric.com

Residential/Commercial/Industrial
Licensed * Bonded * Insured  Lic.# EA005943

MERRIAM PARK

PAINTING =

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. -
¢ Wallpapering e

Call Ed, 651224-3660 Y,
www.mppainting.com

LOGKSMITH
SERVICGE

*24/7 Emergency Service
*FREE Estimates

1250 wesT 77H 651-646-6200

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

CONSTRUCTION
AgUaS gTpA D

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988
Free Estimates - References

651-482-0070

AustadConstruction.com
#BC320318

CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR
Lic * Bonded ° Ins
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

PATES
.

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing
Complete Tear Off & Reroof
Hail, Storm & Wind Damage Experts

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and Metro
area for over 25 years.

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - Lic. #RR155317 &4

Rotten Wood?

— 0

HARMSEN
—1"COBERG

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary 651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & AIR

“Your Lbcal Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Interior/Exterior
Serving the Twin Cities for 20 years!
www.IndyPainting.net

612-781-INDY

sDory

Hardscape

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry Fencing
Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Like us on

at TheVillagerMN

& join the conversation.

Continued

ALL AMERICAN One Con-
struction. Licensed plumbers and
electricians working with us.
Stop leaks, hail and storm dam-
age. Everything from basements
to chimneys to garages built.
Additions, kitchens, bathrooms,
all flooring (including hard-
wood), concrete, cement drive-
ways, windows, brick block,
painting, siding and roofs.
Insured. License #BC635082.
Angie’s List! BBB. Free estimates.
Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured
for your peace of mind. Call us
today. Free estimates. Call 651-
287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-
man Services. MN License
#BC665235. 651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All
general repairs, large and small
projects; low rates; quality work.
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*FENCE*
Free Estimates. Call Ed, 763-
786-4691.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again!
Protect your roof and have your
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan,
651-690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New
or repairs. License #BC581059.
Troy's Decks & Fences, 651-
210-1387.

SEASONAL CLEANING or mov-
ing? Miscellaneous debris haul-
ing, recycling, disposal. Let us
help. Fresh Start Services, 651-
307-3337.

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORK-
MANSHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR
PAINTING. STRIPPING, STAIN-
ING. PLASTER, SHEETROCK RE-
PAIR. TEXTURING. DECK AND
FENCE STAINING. SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED. CALL MARTEY
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, 651-
917-7982. FULLY INSURED.

JACKSON'SHANDYMANServices.
Get it fixed right! Specializing in
work for seniors. 651-208-5996.
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY'S LAWN and LAND-
SCAPE. 30+ years. Local/family
owned. Commercial. Residential.
The best full service lawn and
landscaping in your neighbor-
hood. phminc@frontiernet.net
www.MurphysLawnAndLand
scape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping.
Design. Tree, shrub and plant
knowledge, installation, grad-
ing, sodding, beds and gardens.
Paver patios, walks, drives.
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.
com

TIM'S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts,
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Seasonal clean-
ups. Gutter cleaning/repair;
dethatching, tree/bush service.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787;
www.landscapesbyscott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow
Removal. Hedge trimming.
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed.
Insured. Free estimates.
Removals, pruning, stumps.
Brian, 612-735-9110.

KERNLAWN Service/Landscaping.
Since 1984. 651-207-5396. john@
kernlawnservice.com

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*
Summer Specials: cleanups
and lawn service. Call Jim, 612-
245-6932.

*METRO LAWN & SNOW*
Spring cleanups. Weekly cutting.
Gutters. Mark, 651-690-5227.

LANDSCAPE RENEWAL and
Cleanup. Trees and shrubs trim-
ming and removal. Yard and
Landscape cleanup and re-
newal. Sod. Mulch. Weeding.
Debris Hauling. Fresh Start, 651-
307-3337.

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com

WWW.

landscapesbyscott

Livingspace

Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

.com

LANDSCAPES

cHIMN

REPAIR
‘“We Stop Leaky Chimneys”’
Family Owned and Operated Since 1954

e WATERPROOFING CHIMNEYS

* TUCKPOINTING & REBUILDING
* BRICK, FOUNDATION & MASONRY WORK
* BASEMENT WALL REPAIR

Leske Masonry
651699-7089 '} .\ oosszze
www.leskemasonry.com V&%

| o

BUSINESS
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HOUSECLEANING MUSIC INSTRUCTION

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason- GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. ° °

able rates, reliable, experienced. ~ Suzuki/Traditional. Classical/

Estimates available. Ann, 651-  Popular. All Ages. Gene Swanson, ‘;

776-7834. 651-269-6983. /

NICCI MAIDS. Professional ~GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy

Housecleaning Services. Bonded ~ home. Also jazz/blues. Trish, 651- Angi€s list

and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.
com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, per-
sonal touch. 10+ years’ ex-
perience, references. Anna,
612-328-2774.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651-
245-9027.

EXPERIENCED CLEANER has
openings. 763-220-9581, Laura.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

HODGES CLEANING Company.
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs, resumes. 651-690-4779.

COMPUTER/INTERNET

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired
and wireless, installation. Great
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276.
474 Hamline.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers,
invitations, brochures, etc. Fast,
reasonable and local. 25+ years'
experience. Text 612-860-5137 or
visit VelvetElvis.com

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References.
WE CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
highlandtailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT/MUSIC

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular
songs from across the decades;
weddings, private parties; listen
at www.johnmischke.com. Call
651-647-0659.

WEDDING OFFICIANT. 25+ years’
experience. 612-964-0859.
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.

m

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson,
651-699-0812.

651-699-1462

387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

MOHS TAX Service at 1771 Ford
Parkway is hiring office workers
and tax preparers. Please fax re-
sume to 651-699-8638.

CREATIVE LIGHTING, 1-94 and
Snelling Avenue, is looking for
a part-time warehouse person,
to work 20-30 hours a week,
with potential for more hours.
Schedule will vary. Must be able
to be on your feet all day and lift
50-75 pounds. $12/hour. Contact
johnw@creative-lighting.com

LIFEGUARDS WANTED. Flexible
Schedule. Competitive pay.
New Aquatics Center. Swim
Instructors. 651-255-4762.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. Equal housing
opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in
the Highland Park and Crocus
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111
today for rental information on
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

GRAND AVENUE. 1860. Charming
2 bedroom, 2 bath, $1695 plus
heat/electric. No smoking, no
pets. 651-699-8900.

HIGHLAND PARK room for rent.
$500. Call 701-260-9969; 763-
954-9975.

WEINBERG APARTMENTS is ac-
cepting applications for afford-
able housing near downtown
Saint Paul. We offer 45 low in-
come 1-bedroom independent
apartments for adults 62 years
plus. Part of the Shaller Family
Sholom Home East Campus in
Saint Paul, our HUD-supported
senior apartments offer access to
many services and amenities with
the privacy and peace of mind
you deserve! Call 651-925-8000
or email at cbarkdull@sholom.
com to get an application. Equal
Housing Opportunity.

FOR RENT COMMERCIAL

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with
private entrance. Approximately
750 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue.
651-917-9296.

GARAGE/STORAGE

LONG-TIME RESIDENT seeks ga-
rage space to park small car in
Merriam or Mac-Grove. Please
leave message, 763-290-2321.

LIFETIME RESIDENT seeks year
round garage space to park small
boat in local area. Please leave
message, 612-803-4550.

Deadline September 5

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

¢ Additions

¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling Wesk

eConcrete -

e Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.hillesbuilders.com

P e

“One C;all. .. We can do it all!”

Wall & Ceiling Repair

Spray Texture
Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

651-497-9891

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Visit our website Custorn Built Fences
Quarve.com Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Since 1983 Underground Sprinklers
ince Complete Lawncare
MnBCD06016 RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
763-785-1472 20 years exp. m Lic. * Bonded * Ins.
- WES & DAVE'S
\lﬁill'v\e LAWN CARE

651291-1287

FREE ESTIMATES

StccIRoofing Siding.com

REPAIRS | [[2e]Na)

Replace your
Save Thousands windows
Over Rep[acement!
e (@) S o ]
Complete Roofing Services “Providing Effective
Since 1972 Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

VB. Inc.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell

651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

0‘1{651‘01’0{ tion

651-222-5075

s40\,\- house ”/‘e o |nterior & Exterior Painting
'5&\9 \'A 24 e Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
& ﬂ
'\{ ]

® © Wood Stripping & Refinishing
jerry Wing

o Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

o Ceiling Texturing/Repair

METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Mike
MoHs

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights « Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ¢ Gutters

\ Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 30005456)

8-Time Super Service Award Winner

Eanl"
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Floor Sanding
*Sanding  *Install - Refinishing
*Repair > Maintenance

i 612-290-1533
SMALL ENGINE REPAR (20

HONDA
We service most makes and sell NEW!

ECHO
444 N. Prior * St. Paul 55104 « 651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com Established 1989

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
e Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

* Privacy or ornamental fencing ® Shrub & tree planting
* Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

Steigauf Brothers

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

National

Custom design
installation

* Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

Burton's Rain |-
Gutter Service |

e Clean ¢ Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

S TR e
Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured Serving ar;a since 1973
Burton R. Johnson 6:1699-8900

1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651-699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

a )
CHILEEN
PAINTING

612.850.0325

greg@chileen.com

PAINTING

Interior & Exterior

{qées Ared St

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration ¢ Wood Replacement
Carpentry Plus

\ ChileenPainting.com p

L.

Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
e Footings e Foundations
e Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
; * Garage Slabs e Driveways
W7~ -/ Patterned Concrete
 Mortar-less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651 690 = 4710 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED + BONDED < INSURED ﬂ

612.729.7608 « www.buck-bros.com

We design & build
in your neighborhood

Kitchens, Baths, Additions
Restorations —

! = |

K
S

BROTHER!
‘CONSTRUCTION
ENEEEEEEEEEEE

MN license #4593

1




coLbweLL
BANKER

BURNET

Making Dreams Come Home"

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

DAVID DYES, IR. CAROL MORAN

cbburnet.com

REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

T) PIERRET
651-755-6669

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

PATRICK RUBLE
651-230-0903

BRIAN SUNDBERG
612-309-2702

N
MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

DEBBIE WHITAKER
612-532-1490

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

2189 SARGENT AVENUE

Gracious Kings Maplewood home offers
beautiful entertaining spaces! Enjoy gener-
ous room sizes throughout and many original
architectural details. Updated

custom kitchen with a main

floor family room and bath.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264 » $564,900

GREAT RIVER VIEW!
1111 Sibley Memorial Highway #1C is
a large 1050 square foot 1-bedroom,
1-bath main floor condo with fantastic
river views. Clean, with fresh
paint make this easy to move
in to. Nearby parkin? space
means no steps at all!

RICHARD BERGER N
612-710-9502 - $189,900 [N

1789 JAMES
Rare 4 bed, 3 bath under 400K in the
Mac-Groveland neighborhood. The home
has a newer two car garage, central air,
updated kitchen and tons

original charm. Great
rental potential. Walking [§
distance to St. Kate's!

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-275-1343 * $319,900

HISTORIC 251 SUMMIT!

Unbelievable opportunity to live in the Summit
Ave. Historic District! This condo is part of the
Horace P. Rugg Mansion built in 1887 and
boasts 4000 sq. ft. with 3

spacious BR's on one level

with 3 baths and a separate |}

2 car garage. A must see!

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-275-1343 * $775,000

HISTORIC JAMES J. HILL BUILDING!

This fabulous 2BR/2BA condo is open, airy,
sunny and bright. Features include rare barrel
ceilings, arched windows, pristine tile & hard-
wood floors, updated kitchen and

baths, a master BR suite, multiple

walk-in closets, a gas fireplace and

2/C garage. 300 Wall Street.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $525,000

2210 EDGCUMBE ROAD
Classic mid-century modern rambler situ-
ated on over a half acre on prestigious
Edgcumbe Road. This lovely home features
expansive main floor living,
a large eat-in kitchen and
ample entertaining space.
GoodCompanyReallygroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

GOMO TOWNHOME!

3 bedrooms, 2 bath in convenient location.
Wall of windows & 2 decks bring the out-
side in. Open living spaces, SS appliances,
fireplace and a 2 car garage.

1341 Spencer Road West.

MARY KNUDSEN crs
651-335-6619

1709 BOHLAND AVENUE

Sun filled home on premiere Highland Park
street. Only three owners. Grand piano
sized living room with fireplace - large
formal dining room. First floor

family room opens to kitchen.

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245/CALLITEXT

2001 GUSTOM BUILT TWO-STORY!
Stunning four bedroom, four bath in the heart
of Mendota Heights. Updated kitchen with
granite, walk in pantry and stainless steel
appliances. Wonderful entertaining and family
spaces. Unbelievable backyard oasis!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138  $599,900
MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 + $599,900

Sgarkling & spacious up/down duplex, 4BR's,
2BA's on each level. A beautiful blend of original
character & updated beauty. Refinished hard-
wood, gas fireﬁlaces. Backyart

oasis with deck, patio, Pergola,

3-car. 1920 Summit Ave. *click | ==

on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300 « $789,999

ELEGANT AND STATELY HOME!
Historic 9BR, 7BA masterpiece boasts four
finished levels of wonderful living. Gracious
oh)en floorplan with stained glass accents. Sun-
filled eat-in kitchen, formal dining

room. Two+ car, gorgeous set-
ting! 966 Summit Avenue. *click
on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 « $1,100,000

JUST LISTED!!!
4724 Chandler Rd: Immaculate 4BR featur-
ing a stunning open kitchen with granite and
stainless, family room with vaulted ceilings and
floor to ceiling windows, enter-
tainment sized living and dining
rooms, delightful patio and deck,
Moundsview Schools.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $474,900

NEW PRICE!

Wonderful, turn-of-the-century home situated
on large comner lot in Mendota Heights. Enjoy
the charm this home offers with updated
amenities such as maintenance free

siding, new windows & central air.

Entertain family and friends on the

patio this summer!

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 * $274,900

PARK TOWERS!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR,
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated
Earkin . Located in the historic "

ice Park neighborhood with a
short walk to the Ordway and
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $680,000

DANIEL BUCHEN
651-431-8833

GLASSIC PRAIRIE SCHOOL DESIGN!
Sophisticated and  elegant, this architect
designed home features bright, open spaces with
5BR/5BA, master BR suite with fireplace, exqui-
site interiors and quality craftman- :

ship throughout. An artful blend of

maintenance free living and clas-

sic design. 777 Linwood Ave.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $1,150,000

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

¥ |
MORAGHAN DeROSIA JENNIFER DEUTSCH
952-486-3697

J

651-447-9776

G
Truly delightful 2BR, 2BA gemis accented with
gleaming hrdwd flrs, spacious Iivin%dining
room, sun-drenched eat-in kitchen. C/A, patio,
2-car garage, steps to shop-
ping, dining & services. Move-in
ready! 1337 Watson Avenue.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 = $199,900

SPARKLING HIGHLAND GEM!
Beautiful remodeled 3BR, 3BA brick beauty
boasts lovely hrdwd floors, living room with fire-

lace, forma){dining. Spacious kitchen with stain-
less steel appliances, cozy break-
fast nook. Owner's suite, great
location! 1670 Niles Avenue.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667  $425,000

FABULOUS!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq.
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed for
comfortable everyday living
as well. 5 fireplaces, 9 BA's,
and an 8 car heated garage.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $3,999,000

‘
= |

1563 CRAWFORD DRIVE
Situated in a small, quiet development, this one
owner 2007 built town home features an open
concept main level with half BA, large windows,
generous sized BRs, 2nd floor
laundry, and convenient location!
The upstairs loft is wonderful flex
space; great office or play room.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 « $199,900

HISTORIC ROW HOUSE!
This beautiful brick end unit, built in 1882, has been
completely restored. Features include over 3,000
fsf, 3/BR, 3/BA, 2 fireplaces, arched and stained
glass wndws, high-end appls and :

great details. Currently a duplex,
but could be easiy converted to
single family. 198 Kent St.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $725,000

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

651-247-6849

RY McNANEY
KNUDSEN

651-690-8578

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300




