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Ranked choice voting to challenge Mill City’s resourcefulness

City Hall waylays 
Walgreens’ plan 
for Highland site

By Jane McClure

The plan to build a new Walgreens 
drug store in Highland Village is 
tied up in tra�  c once again. For the 

second time in a month, the Zoning Com-
mittee of the St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion has tabled action on Walgreens’ site 
plan for 2101 Ford Pkwy. to seek further 
information on the impact the proposed 
drug store would have on tra�  c.

The Zoning Committee was initially 
scheduled to vote on Walgreens’ site plan 
on July 16, but laid the matter over until 
July 30 to review a traffic report prepared 
for Walgreens by Wenck Associates. The 
traffic study focused on the intersection of 
Ford Parkway and Finn Street. On July 30 
the Zoning Committee asked Walgreens to 
expand the traffic study to the intersections 
of Ford and Cleveland Avenue and Ford 
and Cretin Avenue and laid the matter over 
until August 13 at the earliest.

The vote to lay the matter over came af-
ter the Zoning Committee split 4-4 on a 
motion to reject Walgreens’ site plan.

Architect John Kohler of Semper Devel-
opment, which is overseeing the construc-
tion plans for Walgreens, agreed to the 
layover if Zoning Committee members be-
lieve additional traffic information is need-
ed. However, he was skeptical. Walgreens 
has already spent a great deal of time on the 

By Frank Jossi

Two years ago, residents of several neighborhoods 
served by the Villager experienced more than 
two months of increased air tra�  c as the Metro-

politan Airports Commission (MAC) rebuilt the south 
parallel runway at  Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport (MSP).

It’s time to bring out the earplugs, turn up the TV 
and ratchet up conversations a notch once again as the 
MAC begins work on a $17.5 million upgrade of the 
north parallel runway this month. Residents in High-
land Park, Macalester-Groveland and South Minneapo-
lis are expected to be especially affected by the increase 
in jet noise. However, it will be quieter over Mendota 
Heights. 

From August 17 and through the end of Octo-
ber, the north parallel runway will be shut down and 
planes will be diverted to the other three runways. 
About 20 percent of the MSP’s arrivals are expected 
to descend over Highland Park, or about 250 a day 
on average, according to MAC spokesperson Patrick 
Hogan. That is a significant increase from the 1.3 percent 
of arrivals that were reported over the same air space in 
May. Departures over Highland Park will increase only 
marginally, from nearly zero to around 3 percent.

“Arrivals are quieter than departures, but residents will 
hear a change in that period of time,” said Chad Leqve, 
manager of aviation noise for the MAC. “It’s going to be 
similar to the impact of two years ago.” 

Leqve could not predict the time of day residents will 
experience the increase in flyovers, since that depends 

MSP prepares to close 
north parallel runway 
Jet noise to increase over Highland, other 
neighborhoods during next two months 

By Kevin Driscoll

St. Paul voters will be asked in November 
whether or not to institute ranked choice 
voting (RCV) in future municipal elec-

tions. Meanwhile, Minneapolis voters will 
learn in November just how well RCV works.

For the first time this fall, Minneapolis will 

skip its primary election and have the races 
for mayor, City Council, Park Board and the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation decided in 
a single general election. When Minneapolis 
voters walk into their precinct polling places 
on November 3, they will be handed a ballot 
that lists all of the candidates in all of the races 
in three columns—one column for their first 
choice, one for their second choice and one 
for their third choice. 

Ideally, RCV ballots include as many col-
umns as there are candidates in a race. This 
year, although there are 11 candidates for 
mayor, as many as seven candidates in some 

City Council wards and five candidates for 
the District 5 seat on the Park and Recreation 
Board, Minneapolis voters will only be able to 
rank their top three choices in each race.

“The equipment we have now can only 
read three columns,” said Pat O’Connor, Min-
neapolis’ interim director of elections. “The 
state of Minnesota requires the use of feder-
ally certified voting equipment, and right 
now there isn’t any certified equipment able 
to handle RCV anywhere. No one’s come up 
with a workable design yet.”

RCV was touted as a way to all but ensure 
that the winners in an election have the sup-

port of a majority of voters. In Minneapolis 
this fall, with a limit of three choices, it is pos-
sible that the winner in any race with more 
than four candidates will not have a major-
ity. However, city officials expect to have the
necessary voting equipment in place for the 
next municipal election.

RCV was also supposed to save the city 
money by sparing it the expense of a primary 
election. However, this fall anyway, the single 
general election is expected to cost Minne-
apolis more than the total cost of its primary 
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on wind direction, but because the MSP 
is not restricted in nighttime operations, 
he said residents may hear more air traf-
fic in the evening.

Residents of South Minneapolis will 
also experience an increase in airport 
flyovers as more planes are directed to 
land on the north-south runway, which 
opened in 2005. If the wind changes, 
more planes may also take off in their 
direction, but Leqve said the difference 
will be marginal since South Minneapo-
lis is already in a departure path. 

Eagan and Bloomington are likely 
to feel the brunt of the greater aircraft 
noise since they sit in the pathway of 
the crosswind runway, which carries 
air traffic leaving and arriving from the 
southwest. 

Still, all areas that will see an increase 
in air traffic will not suffer the way they 
did when the south parallel runway was 
shut down in 2007. Melissa Scovronski, 
public affairs and marketing coordina-
tor for the MAC, said “all operations are 
down this year” compared to 2007 as a 
result of the slower economy.

In May, 11 percent of the MSP’s de-
partures and 23 percent of its arriv-
als flew over Mendota Heights via the 
north parallel runway, according to city 
administrator Jim Danielson. When 
construction begins, Mendota Heights 
residents will hear few if any planes fly-
ing over their homes. 

“(The construction) will impact us, 
but in a good way,” Danielson said. “Two 
years ago it was the other way around.”

The $17.5 million project includes 
reconstructing the 3,800-foot-long cen-
ter portion of the 8,200-foot-long north 
parallel runway. The center portion cur-
rently requires continuous monitoring 
and repairs due to its age and heavy use. 
The runway will be rebuilt with a base of 
three feet of granular material topped by 
12 inches of limestone and another 20 
inches of concrete to handle the weight 
of the planes taking off and landing, 

Leqve said. The reconstruction will ex-
tend the useful life of the runway by at 
least 50 years, according to him.

“It’s almost identical to the construc-
tion project from a couple of years ago,” 
said St. Paul City Council member Pat 
Harris, who serves as the city’s represen-
tative on the MAC. “It’s temporary and 
there are penalties for the construction 
company if it doesn’t complete the proj-
ect on time.”

Two years ago, the MAC “did a really 
good job making sure the construction 
was done on time,” Harris said.  

The project is not expected to change 

the number of flights taking off and 
landing at the airport, Leqve said. Still, 
he said the time of year was chosen to 
avoid disrupting summer vacation plans. 
Late summer and early fall also typically 
produce calm winds in a southeasterly 
direction, which he said allows planes to 
travel over more industrial areas rather 
than residential. 

The runway reconstruction is one of 
the last remaining projects in the air-
port’s 2010 improvement plan. Once the 
project is completed, Leqve said, all of 
the airport’s major runway projects will 
be done.

�b airport noise

By Jane McClure

St. Paul Planning Commission 
members fear that zoning changes 
intended to promote safety around 

Holman Field could bring new devel-
opment in downtown St. Paul and sur-
rounding neighborhoods to a screeching 
halt. They and Mayor Chris Coleman 
weighed in on behalf of the city last week 
to ask the Metropolitan Airports Com-
mission (MAC) to reconsider the pro-
posed zoning changes. The commission 
passed its recommendations on July 24 
and Coleman sent them to the St. Paul 
Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) and 
the MAC prior to a July 30 comment 
deadline. 

More than 60 people attended a public 
hearing at the airport’s main terminal on 
July 23 to discuss the proposed changes, 
which would not only affect downtown 
St. Paul, but the Capitol area, all or part 
of the West Side, West End, Railroad 
Island, Capital Heights, Dayton’s Bluff 
and Payne-Phalen neighborhoods, plus 
West St. Paul and South St. Paul. The 
proposed zoning changes may be found 
at www.metroairports.org.

Three different height and safety 
zones are proposed for areas around 

the airport. One zone allows no new 
structures. A second allows some new 
construction, but prohibits new schools, 
churches, gas stations and stadiums. A 
third restricts heights for a mile around 
the airport.

In the Capitol area, nothing could be 
added above ground, including trees, 
monuments and buildings. Many down-
town buildings would become non-
conforming uses. Variances would be 
needed for new structures or additions 
to existing structures, but the variances 

would be acted on by a group set up by 
the MAC, not the city.

City officials are especially concerned 
that the rezoning could rule out plans 
for a proposed $35 million St. Paul 
Saints baseball stadium in Lowertown. 
At the hearing, Saints general manager 
Derek Sharrer noted that the restrictions 
would affect three of the nine acres be-
ing eyed for the stadium, and that the 
project would not be likely to go forward 

New zoning regulations for Holman Field
City officials fear 
restrictions could 
halt development 

The proposed zoning area around the St. Paul Downtown Airport.

holman field c�

The center of the north parallel runway will get a $17.5 million upgrade.

Open houses to discuss 
airport runway closure

The north parallel runway at 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter-
national Airport will close for 

construction for 21/2 months begin-
ning August 17. The first open house 
to discuss the closure was held on 
August 3 at the Nokomis Commu-
nity Center. Other open houses are 
as follows:

• Wednesday, August 5, Blooming-
ton Civic Plaza, 1801 W. Old Shako-
pee Road.

• Tuesday, August 11, Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

• Thursday, August 13, Eagan 
Community Center, 1501 Central 
Pkwy.

All of the open houses will run 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, visit www.macnoise.com/con-
struction, e-mail info@macnoise.
com or call 612-726-9411.
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Saint Albans Street
Fabulous end unit away from traffic, 
nestled between Grand & Summit 
on a quiet, tree-lined street. Soaring, 
dramatic space. All mechanicals up-
dated. A must see!

651 690-8442 $435,000

Merriam Park Home!
2301 Beverly Rd.: Wonderful home 
on an oversized lot directly across 
from T&C Country Club. Original 
ceramic tiled bath and updated kit., 
newly finished basement w/FP.

651 470-4045 $229,900

Crocus Hill Condo
Wonderful main floor condo. Beautiful 
hdwd. floors, original wdwk. & built-in 
buffet. Updated ceramic bath w/in-
floor heat. Gas FP, 3-season porch, 
in-unit laundry. 42 St. Albans #1.

651 470-4045 $249,900

American Four-Square
1894 Selby Ave.: Stunning reno-
vation of a 2+ story four bedroom 
home in Merriam Park. Stunning 
woodwork, designer kitchen. Visit 
www.BradPalecek.com for tour!

651 225-3923 $589,900

Premier Location!
1936 Dayton Ave.: Stunning renova-
tion in premier Merriam Park neigh-
borhood! Luxury master suite, main 
floor FR, gourmet kitchen. Tour at 
www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $525,000

Beautiful Tudor Style
2087 Hartford Ave.: Bold and beauti-
ful Tudor-style home within walking 
distance of Highland Village! Stunning 
decor, extra large lot. Virtual tour at 
www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $495,000

Brand New Listing!
1652 Hartford Ave.: This is the Tudor 
you've been waiting for! Elegant 
3-BR with master suite, sunroom, 
and heated 3-car garage. Tour at 
www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $309,000

Sold in 7 Days!
1467 Goodrich Ave.: 2-story with 
hardwood floors & built-ins. 4 BRs, 
2 baths, FP, 3-car heated garage has 
been inspected and has home war-
ranty. Your "Saint Small" Realtor.

651 225-3929 $369,000

City Estate on the River Rd.
260 Mississippi River Blvd. S: Truly 
one of St. Paul's most admired 
homes. Stately 6-BR, 6-bath beauty 
with stone exterior, slate roof, and 
leaded windows. 6,650 FSF.

651 225-3921 $1,990,000

Fabulous Setting!
1611 Delaware Ave.: This wonder-
ful walk-out 3-BR, 3-bath rambler is 
nestled on a secluded 1.75-acre lot. 
Incredible views from every window. 
2nd kitchen & 3 FPs.

651 225-3921 $599,000

Spectacular Setting!
476 Woodlawn Ave.: Fabulous family 
home. 4 BRs, 5 baths, 6,080+ FSF, 
spacious room sizes, situated beau-
tifully on 3 lots. Perfect condition!

651 225-3921 $1,295,000

Gracious Colonial
2182 Fairmount Ave.: This fabulous 
3-BR, 2-bath family home is located 
in King's Maple Wood within walking 
distance to the River Blvd. Main floor 
family room & sun room.

651 225-3921 $429,000

Charming Bungalow!
1742 St. Clair Ave.: This spacious 3-
BR home has a cozy front porch, liv-
ing room fireplace, hardwood floors, 
and the upstairs would make a great 
family room or MBR suite.

651 225-3921 $244,900

MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

New Listing!
2096 Juliet: 3 BRs up plus finished 
lower level. New roof in 2007 & Mar-
vin windows in 2005. 

612 747-5071 $279,900

Mac-Grove Cutie!
384 Hamline: This thoughtfully up-
dated 2-story has beatiful interior 
wdwk., tall ceilings, 3 BRs up, 1 bath, 
fabulous front porch & deep gardens. 
CAC & new Andersen windows!

651 485-0104 $242,900

Rare Find in Small Town!
Late Victorian mansion w/Queen 
Anne styling on Farmington's Oak 
Street. Superb value w/lots of updat-
ing, luscious gardens & caretaker 
apartment above 3-car gar.

612 850-0468 $289,900Mary Hardy

Mary Gallivan Mary Gallivan Mary Gallivan

Jeff SimekPhyllis Salmen

Sarah Wilkey

Mary Gallivan

Ted Powell

New Attractive Price
Expensive views at a bargain price. 
This 1-BR unit in The Pointe has 
underground parking, balcony, pool, 
party room and is located in the heart 
of downtown.

612 750-3478 $128,900

Downtown Living...
at its best! Spacious corner unit in 
the Great Northern Building. All new 
inside. Walk to Famer's Market and 
along the river. Fun new restaurants 
to walk to.

612 750-3478 $300,000

Tudor Villa Style
1883 Summit: Here is the perfect 
family home. Sunny, large rooms 
opening to glorious 80x218 fenced 
yard. 4 floors of wonderful space, 
great kit. & baths.

651 225-3903 $984,900

Old Hollywood Glamour
New List! Sumptuous, dramatic Tus-
can-style villa on a spectacular .68 
bluff lot w/views, gardens, woods & 
privacy. Lavishly renovated. 31 Ben-
hill Rd. maryhardyonline.com

651 225-3903 $929,000Mary Hardy

Mary Gallivan

Brad Palecek Brad Palecek Brad Palecek Brad Palecek

The Pihlstroms

NEW PRICE

Phyllis Salmen Janet Leach

Ursula Sailer

Jeff Simek

SOLD

SOLD

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

It’s like sending your rug to a spa™

Savings Coupons at: www.americanruglaundry.com
or Call: 651-646-9641

there with the restrictions in place.
“These regulations could have a major im-

pact on the city if they’re allowed to move 
forward as proposed,” said city planner Allen 
Lovejoy.

Planning commissioners are also worried 
that projects like the Penfield development 
planned for downtown could be in jeopardy. 
“An airport is a critical feature for the city, but 
these regulations need to be done in a bal-
anced way,” said planning commissioner Tony 
Schertler.

The new zoning restrictions would also 
rule out efforts to create a waterfowl habitat 
at the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary just east 
of downtown.

Environmentalists and developers agree 
that the proposed regulations are too onerous. 
The Audubon Society, St. Paul Port Author-
ity, St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, St. 
Paul Building Owners and Managers Associa-
tion, Capitol Area Architectural and Planning 
Board, St. Paul Saints, district councils and 
others are all speaking out against the pro-
posal.

The comments that were received by July 
30 will be reviewed by JAZB, which includes 
representatives of the MAC, St. Paul, West St. 
Paul and South St. Paul, MnDOT and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. They will then 
be sent to MnDOT, which will forward its  

recommendations to the cities so they may 
hold public hearings. 

The MAC is trying to regulate development 
around Holman Field and other regional air-
ports to meet state and federal safety mandates. 
St. Paul and MAC officials have wrangled over 
zoning around the downtown St. Paul airport 
since the 1970s. In 1982, then-assistant city at-
torney Jerry Segall urged city officials to not 
sign a set of proposed zoning regulations, say-
ing it would put the city in a situation of “in-
verse condemnation,” the legal term for when 
government takes private property but fails to 
compensate the property owner. That forces 
the owners to sue for compensation. 

The St. Paul City Council agreed last year 
that the new zoning studies could go forward, 
but only if the MAC agreed to pay all legal 
fees and damages caused by inverse condem-
nation.

�b holman field “These regulations 
could have a major 
impact on the city if 

they’re allowed to move 
forward as proposed,” 

said city planner 
Allen Lovejoy.
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Campaign 2009
St. Paul’s primary ballot is set for mayor and School Board

By Kevin Driscoll

The mayor’s office, three four-year terms 
on the School Board and one two-year 
term on the School Board are up for 

grabs this fall in St. Paul. A total of 15 candi-
dates are in the running, and all three races 
will appear on the primary election ballot on 
September 15.

Mayor’s race
Three candidates are hoping to oust first-

term incumbent Mayor Chris Coleman, in-
cluding Republican-endorsed Eva Ng, the 
CEO of Blanda Inc., an Eagan-based machine 
and specialty tool engineering firm. Ng, 50, 
was born to parents who escaped commu-
nist China. The family immigrated to the U.S. 
when Ng was 10. She moved from Texas to 
Eagan in 1997 and has lived in St. Paul for the 
past four years. A resident of the city’s West 
End, she is married with no children. 

Coleman, 48, who is endorsed by the DFL 
Party, lives on the West Side with his wife and 
two children. An attorney by profession, he 
is also a former City Council member from 
Ward 2.

Also in the running for mayor are perennial 
candidates Sharon Anderson and Bill Dahn. 

The top two vote-getters in the primary will 
advance to the November 3 general election.

Four-year School Board seats
Vying for one of three four-year terms on 

the School Board are Chris Conner, Jean 

O’Connell, Richard James Easton IV, John 
Krenik and incumbents John Brodrick, Elona 
Street-Stewart and Tom Goldstein. 

Conner, 35, has lived on St. Paul’s East Side 
for 15 years. Married with three children, he 
serves as a pastor in the Lutheran Church. 
His oldest child attends Roosevelt Elementary 
School on the West Side.

O’Connell, 56, is a lifelong resident of St. 
Paul. She lives with her husband in the Como 
Park neighborhood and has two daughters, 
one a graduate of Central and the other of 
Cretin-Derham Hall. O’Connell retired from 
3M last October, is currently chairing the St. 
Paul Superintendent of Schools’ Advisory 
Committee on Large Scale System Change, 
and is also a member of the St. Paul Public 
Schools’ Shared Accountability and Transi-
tions Initiative advisory teams.

Easton, 25, a Summit-University resident, 
is married with no children. He works as an 
operations manager for Keefe Co. Parking 
in downtown St. Paul and sits on the board 
of River’s Edge Academy, a St. Paul charter 
school that is scheduled to open in Septem-
ber.

Krenik, 46, a former special education 
teacher in the St. Paul Public Schools, now 
works in adult education and serves on the St. 
Paul Public Schools’ Citizens Budget Finance 
Advisory Committee. A Highland Park resi-
dent, he is married with four children. 

Brodrick, 65, of Frogtown, is running for a 

third term on the School Board. A retired St. 
Paul Public Schools teacher and coach, he is 
a widower with two adult children and two 
grandchildren. 

Street-Stewart, 57, of Summit-University, is 
also running for a third term on the School 
Board. Married with four children and three 
grandchildren, she works for the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A.

Goldstein, 51, of Hamline-Midway, is run-
ning for a second term on the School Board. 
Single with a child who attends Central High 
School, he is a graduate of William Mitchell 
College of Law and works as an internal orga-
nizer and business representative for Service 
Employees International Union Healthcare 
Minnesota.

The DFL Party has endorsed Brodrick, 
Street-Stewart and Goldstein. Easton and 
Krenik are endorsed by the Republican Party. 
The top six vote-getters in the primary will 
advance to the general election.

Two-year School Board seat
Four candidates are hoping to serve the two 

years remaining in the term of School Board 
member Tom Conlon, who resigned earlier 
this summer. The candidates are Vallay Var-
ro of the East Side, Quyen Nguyen of High-
land Park, Pat Igo of Ramsey Hill, and Lucky 
Rosenbloom of Summit-University.

Varro, 33, who is endorsed by the DFL, is 
currently serving as Mayor Coleman’s educa-
tion policy director. Married with two chil-
dren, she is a former teacher in the Prekin-
dergarten Education Center at St. Catherine 
University.

Igo, 67, is a real estate agent for Coldwell 
Banker Burnet. A former chair of the 4th Dis-
trict Republican Party, he is married with six 
grown children.

Nguyen, 43, who could not be reached for 
comment, identified himself in his filing pa-
pers as an electrical engineer who graduated 
from Cretin High School and the University 
of Minnesota before earning a master’s degree 
in electrical engineering from Syracuse Uni-
versity.

Rosenbloom, 52, is a Republican who has 
run for various offices over the years, includ-
ing the Minneapolis School Board and the 
Minnesota Senate from District 61 in Min-
neapolis. He now identifies himself as a Sum-
mit-University resident. 

The top two vote-getters in the September 
primary will advance to the general election.

project, Kohler noted, including redesigning 
its building, studying local traffic and working 
with Pinehurst Avenue neighbors to address 
their concerns about the development.

“If it’s a 4-4 vote today and a 4-4 vote later, 
we don’t know,” Kohler said.

Walgreens’ plan is to build a one-story, 
9,483-square-foot store on the northeast cor-
ner of Ford Parkway and Finn Street. (The site 
is currently occupied by a vacant gas station 
and convenience store and a party supply 
store.) The brick and stone building would 
occupy the eastern portion of the site. A 41-
space parking lot would adjoin it to the west.

Site plan reviews are typically conducted by 
city staff, but controversy over the Walgreens 
project prompted city staff to refer the matter 
to the Planning Commission.

Much of the opposition to the project has 
come from customers and employees of the 
Snyders Drug store immediately to the east of 
the site. Those customers and employees have 
collected more than 3,000 signatures on a pe-

tition against the project. The United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW), 
which represents more than 30 Snyders em-
ployees, also opposes the project. The union 
has gone so far as to bring in its own site plan 
and analysis of the traffic study.

One issue the Zoning Committee debated 
is whether there would be too many pharma-
cies in Highland Village. Snyders, Prairiestone 
pharmacy inside Lunds supermarket, and 
a pharmacy affiliated with Fairview Clinic 
are all within a block of the proposed Wal-
greens. However, according to assistant city 
attorney Peter Warner and city planner Tom 
Beach, city officials may not legally consider 
the type of business proposed if the business 
is permitted under the zoning code, and no 
zoning changes or variances are required for 
the Walgreens. 

The UFCW has argued that the proposed 
Walgreens is inconsistent with the Highland 
Park Plan, which calls for a mix of land uses in 
Highland Village. However, according to city 
staff, that does not preclude a Walgreens.

Another issue is the design of the site. At 

the July 30 meeting, UFCW consultants from 
Biko Associates brought in an alternative site 
plan that put the Walgreens building at the 
corner of Ford and Finn. However, Kohler 
said, that plan would not  allow enough space 
for loading and would put the Walgreens 
parking lot immediately adjacent to Snyders’ 
parking lot, creating a large unbroken stretch 
of parking mid-block.

Most of the debate of late has focused on 
traffic. According to Kohler, Walgreens found 
that its new store would generate 1,169 vehicle 
trips per day. The party supply store and the 
former gas station and convenience store gen-
erated fewer than 1,000 trips per day.

To alleviate concerns about traffic, Pub-
lic Works and Wenck Associates agreed on 
several changes to Walgreens’ site plan, all of 
which would be paid for by Walgreens: Only 
right turns would be allowed in and out of 
Walgreens’ driveway off Ford Parkway. The 
parking lot entrance off Finn would be built 
to discourage alley traffic. Finn would be wid-
ened between Ford Parkway and the alley to 
the north, and parking would be banned on 

the north side of Ford Parkway in front of 
Walgreens.

Public Works had directed Wenck Associ-
ates to study traffic impacts at Ford and Finn, 
the alley to the north and the entrance and 
exit to the Village Mall parking ramp on Finn. 
When Zoning Committee members asked 
why Wenck did not study the traffic impacts 
at Ford and Cleveland and Ford and Cretin, 
Beach and city traffic engineer Monica Bea-
man replied that, for traffic engineering pur-
poses, those intersections are not in the im-
mediate impact area for the site plan.

Zoning Committee member Steve Gor-
don said it was “remiss” not to consider Wal-
greens’ impact on the other two intersections, 
citing the high volume of traffic they carry. 
Commissioner Carole Faricy agreed. “I’m 
extremely concerned about the traffic in the 
neighborhood,” she said.

However, Zoning Committee member Rich 
Kramer questioned the relevance of studying 
the traffic at Cleveland and Cretin. If that 
were required, he said, “then any street in the 
city should be considered.”

�b WaLgReeNS IN hIghLaND
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Local Art & Custom Picture Framing
The FrameWorksThe FrameWorks

Oh golly, I need 
holiday gift 

ideas...

Holiday Sale!
+ bring this ad
       for an extra 

                 $10 off 
framing

Oh golly, how
should I spend

my property
tax refund?

  Bring your project

in now and save 50% 

off the cost of the frame 

on all custom framing 

projects.

FREE*

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

($91 value)
Call Today for an Appointment

*new patients only, please

550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)
651-699-0404 • www.MendesFamilyDentistry.com

Professional
Teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only, please

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

&
4 Bite Wing X-Rays

only
$99*
($199 value)

*new patients only, please

Mendes Family Dentistry

Top Dentists
Award 2009

MN Monthly & Minneapolis St. Paul Magazines

We are second generation dentists
who have lived in and served our community

with care and concern for over 35 years.
                                                               Paul & Charles Mendes

A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

and general election in 2005. Minneapolis’ 
2005 election budget was $963,708, accord-
ing to city clerk Steve Ristoben. The cost of 
the 2009 election has been estimated at $1.3 
million, according to O’Connor, and that esti-
mate might be low, depending on how many 
rounds of counting are required to determine 
the winners.

This fall the city’s voting machines will be 
able to handle the first round of counting, 
which will determine which candidate in each 
race has the most first-choice votes. Subse-
quent rounds of counting, however, will have 
to be done by hand.

Under RCV, if no candidate receives a ma-
jority of first-choice votes in the first round 
of counting, the candidate or perhaps several 
candidates with the fewest number of first-
choice votes will be dropped from contention 
and the ballots of the voters who ranked those 
candidates first will be redistributed to the 
voters’ second choices. 

If, after that second round of counting, no 
candidate has a majority of the votes, a third 
round of counting will be conducted, with 
the candidate or candidates receiving the 
fewest first- and second-choice votes being 
eliminated from contention and the ballots of 
those voters who ranked them first or second 
redistributed to those voters’ second or third 
choices, as the case may be.

This process is usually repeated until a 
candidate receives a majority of the votes. 
However, this year with the limited number 
of choices available, the rounds of counting 
will also be limited and may not culminate in 
a majority winner.

Minneapolis officials expect municipal 
elections in the future to be less expensive if 
certified RCV voting machines can be found. 
Much of the excess cost this fall is due to the 
labor involved in hand-counting, according to 
Ristoben. “We won’t know how much higher 
the cost will be until the day after the election,” 
he said. “We’ll have to have people standing by 
to be hired if the counting gets complicated 
because of close races.”

Minneapolis elections technician Ginny 
Gelms had estimated that with a staff of 50, it 
could take as much as 129 eight-hour days to 
perform the necessary vote counting. “But at 
the time, we were planning on using a calcu-
lator to store data and do basic sums,” Gelms 
said. “We’ve since learned we can use Micro-
soft Excel for those tasks. That’ll help us move 
more quickly and more accurately. Plus, (Ex-
cel) will provide us with a solid audit trail.”

“Our goal is to have all the winners seated 
by January 4, 2010,” O’Connor said.

The vote counting and the threshold for 
winning the election will be different in the at-
large races for the Park and Recreation Board 
and Board of Estimate and Taxation. Where 
three at-large seats are open, a candidate will 
need just over 25 percent of the vote to win. 
Where two at-large seats are open, a candidate 

will need just over 331/3 percent of the vote to 
win. And if a second or subsequent rounds of 
counting are needed to reach those thresh-
olds, those rounds will not only take into con-
sideration the second choices of voters whose 
first choices have been eliminated, but also a 
portion of the second choices of voters whose 
first choices have already been declared a win-
ner and have a surplus of votes.

The Minneapolis Elections Department is 
conducting a sample election this summer 
and fall to familiarize voters with the RCV bal-
lot. That effort began on August 4 at National 
Night Out parties across the city. “We’ve sent 
out sample ballots and informational bro-
chures to as many groups as possible observ-
ing National Night Out,” O’Connor said. 

For more informaton on RCV, visit www.
voteminneapolis.org or call 612-605-8370.

Mayor
Dick Franson
John Charles Wilson
Tom Fiske
R. T. Rybak (inc.) 
Joey Lombard 
Bob Carney Jr. 
Al Flowers
Papa John Kolstad
James R. Everett
Bill McGaughey
Christopher Clark

City Council Ward 12
Brent Perry
Sandy Colvin Roy (inc.) 
Charley Underwood
Rick L. Nyhlen

Park &  Recreation Board District 5
Steve Barland
Dan W. Peterson
McClain Looney
Jason Stone
Carol Kummer (inc.)

Park and Recreation Board At-Large
(three seats)
Tom Nordyke (inc.)
John Erwin
Annie Young (inc.)
Mary Merrill Anderson (inc.) 
John Butler
David Wahlstedt
Bob Fine (inc., now representing Dist. 6)
Nancy Bernard

Board of Estimate & Taxation At-Large
(two seats)
Carol Jean Becker (inc.) 
DeWayne Townsend
Phil Willkie
David Wheeler
James Elliot Swartwood
R. Michaels Martens

(inc.) denotes incumbent

�b RANkED choIcE VotINg
The race is on in Mpls.



page � VILLageR  WeDNeSDaY, auguSt 5, 2009

In your corner.
Around the

corner.

252 So. Snelling         651-698-0783

shirt laundry special
$1.99 per shirt, 2 shirt min.

new seamstress – alterations available 
9am-1pm, tues-wed-thur

                 Roering Auto Body & Glass             
           (651) 221-0919

                       90 N. Dale St. (Dale & Ashland) St. Paul, MN 55102

•   Complete Auto Body Repair
• All Insurance Claims Welcome
• Rental Cars Available
• Detailing Services

• Window Tint
• Free Pickup and Delivery
• Family Owned Since 1982

“No job is ever too small – from a broken mirror to full auto body repair”

We’re your neighborhood
body shop repair specialist

             94

Ashland

   Summit
            Grand

Dale  *

By Nancy Crotti

Michael and Kimberly Miller 
had planted a vegetable gar-
den before they had children, 

but once the Highland Park couple’s 
three kids came along, they knew they 
would be hard-pressed to find the time 
to be able to maintain one. 

The Millers did not want to sign up for 
a share in a community-supported farm 
again after receiving more bok choy one 
year than they could ever hope to eat. 
But they wanted a vegetable garden, 
preferably one that could involve their 
children Audrey, 5, Elliot, 3, and eventu-
ally Isaac, who is 7 months old.

This past spring, they saw a flyer pub-
lished by a new company called A Back-
yard Farm and called the owners, Joan 

James and Coleen Gregor of Macales-
ter-Groveland. James, a teacher at Roos-
evelt High School and a former nanny, 
and Gregor, a former southern Min-
nesota farm girl who now heads a Still-
water adoption agency, started A Back-
yard Farm to help urban families grow  
organic produce with as much or as little 
help as the families desire.

James and Gregor have maintained 
plots in the Eleanor Graham Commu-
nity Garden at Ayd Mill Road and Ham-
line Avenue for the past 15 years and 
had watched sadly as families struggled 
to keep up with the pests, weeding and 
harvesting. Last fall, they went online 
and discovered companies in San Fran-
cisco and Oregon that were planting 
organic gardens in other people’s back-
yards and decided to bring the concept 

to the Twin Cities.
In February, with no customers lined 

up, Gregor started seeds for 1,000 plants 
in a friend’s basement. She and James 
made up flyers and distributed them 
around the metropolitan area. Since 
then they have installed 27 raised gar-
den beds, including 15 in the immediate 
area. Of those 15, A Backyard Farm is 
tending is 10 and its clients are tending 
the rest. (A Minneapolis nonprofit orga-
nization, A Backyard Harvest, provides 
a similar service.)

James builds raised garden beds of 
pine or cedar and lays a weed barrier be-
neath each bed before filling them with 
a mixture of peat moss, vermiculite and 
five to six types of compost. “Every type 

Joan James of A Backyard Farm shows Michael Miller and children Audrey, left, Elliot and Isaac how to get the most out 
of the raised garden beds they have planted in their Highland Park backyard. PHotos By AnnE BrAndrud

Pickers and choosers
Mac-Groveland pair show city dwellers how 
to turn their backyards into miniature farms

 backYaRD faRm c�
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Eye Exams Available  •  6 Days a Week & Evenings.

by Dr. Troy E. Randgaard      651-698-2020

Highland Village
  2024 Ford Parkway

We accept most vision plans.

FREE
Gift Bag With Purchase

GREAT 
PRIZES
Buy a raffle ticket 
for your chance 
to win a BMW!
Proceeds benefit 
Breast Cancer.

$5 COVER

$2 PINTS
& FOOD

LIVE
MUSIC

from 5pm-10pm

Support your small,
neighborhood business
1140 Grand Ave.
651 224-3038

Heather Stadtherr, DVM
Nancy A. Balto, DVM   Ann E. Brownlee, DVM
Kate Freed, DVM   Karen Christopherson, DVM

Grand Ave.
Veterinary Center

Competent,
Compassionate Care.

Parade 
celebrates 

community 
gardens

The fourth annual Parade of Commu-
nity Gardens will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 

22. Forty community gardens from across 
the Twin Cities metro area will be open for 
public viewing during the free, self-guided 
tour. The gardens will feature a variety of 
other attractions, including music, treats 
and an heirloom tomato festival.

Local community gardens on this year’s 
parade include:

• Minnehaha Avenue Community Gar-
den, 3128 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Visitors will learn how to make bee houses 
and sample fresh produce.

• Dowling Community Garden, 46th 
Avenue South and 39th Street East, Minne-
apolis. Tour-goers are invited to share ideas 
about community gardening and enjoy to-

mato tastings and seminars beginning at 
11:00 a.m. 

• Celeste’s Dream Community Garden, 
1884 Randolph Ave. The garden of heir-
loom vegetables and healing herbs and is 
sponsored by Celeste’s Dream: Spirituality 
for Young Adults, a ministry of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet.

• Red River Oxcart Trail Heritage Garden, 
St. Anthony and Raymond avenues. The 
Red River Oxcart Trail is a historical site that 
has been recently improved by neighbors.

• Eleanor Graham Community Garden, 
1335 Ashland Ave.  The garden has grown 
from its 10 original plots in 1982 to more 
than 30 now, and recently underwent a 
major restoration. The garden includes a 
compost system, new fruit and oak trees, 
and a newly planted flower bed around the 
entrance.

• Dunning Community Garden, 350 N. 
Griggs St. Visitors will find garden informa-
tion, vegetables and music at this Lexington-
Hamline neighborhood garden.

• Oxford-Dayton Community Farm, 
1035 Dayton Ave. Stop by for lemonade, see 
examples of successful “square foot garden-
ing” and come pet the live goat.

The gardens will be marked by bright  
orange signs. Details and a map may be 
found at www.gardeningmatters.org or call 
Gardening Matters at 612-492-8964.

of compost brings a different 
nutrient to the soil,” she ex-
plained. “We get our compost 
from major growers. It’s all or-
ganic.”

She and a handful of inde-
pendent contractors visit the 
gardens once a week to weed, 
feed, harvest and plant new 
crops if families want the help. 
The price for the service rang-
es from $200 to $800 for the 
season depending on the size 
of the beds, type of wood used 
to build them and amount of 
service desired. 

“Our job is to teach clients 
who want to learn to garden,” 
James said. “Our job is not to 
have people be dependent on 
us.”

The Millers were concerned 
that hiring a gardener might 
seem bourgeois, but were 
impressed with James’ and 
Gregor’s passion, sincerity and 
eagerness to involve the chil-
dren. They thought that hav-
ing someone work with their 
children in their own back-
yard garden would be a fun 
summer activity.

Thee Millers’ yard now 
holds two 2-by-8-foot raised garden beds, 
one each for Audrey and Elliot. “The kids re-
ally like it, and they really, really like Joan and 
Coleen,” Michael Miller said. “It’s given our 
kids a unique and personal source for gar-
dening and getting excited about agriculture. 
Being city folks, we thought that was impor-
tant.”

Rebecca Abas of Macalester-Groveland 
felt the same way about getting her and her 
husband Bruce’s 4-year-old daughter Bijou in-
volved in gardening. Rebecca also wanted to 
learn gardening and have more control over 
the source of her family’s food.

“I know where it’s coming from,” she said.  
“I know who’s touching it. I know how it’s  
processed.”

Bijou also enjoys the gardeners’ visits. “She 
just loves the garden gals,” Rebecca said.

The Abas family has two raised beds, each 
measuring 3-by-8 feet. James built each of 
those beds pyramid-style to allow potatoes, 
leeks and carrots enough soil depth to grow 
without penetrating the yard. She also con-

structed a trellis system of metal pipes and 
tomato netting to allow the taller plants to 
grow upward and allow the other plants to 
get enough sunlight. Most crops require six to 
eight hours of sun a day, which Gregor said 
can be a challenge in some St. Paul neighbor-
hoods that have many mature trees.

Rebecca Abas is impressed with her family’s 
new gardens, which also grow broccoli, beets, 
lettuce, rosemary, thyme, parsley, cutting cel-
ery, butternut squash, cucumbers and red cab-
bage. It is a far cry from what she laughingly 
described as her “disaster of a tomato garden” 
from last summer.

James and Gregor want to install more gar-
den beds this fall. That way they will be all set 
to begin warming the soil in March with plas-
tic tents and planting the first crops in April. 
(For information, visit abackyardfarm.com.)

“We push Mother Nature as much as we 
can in Minnesota,” Gregor said. “There’s a 
whole spring crop that you can get in before 
everybody else has their garden in. If the  
bed goes in this fall, you can hit the ground 
running.”

�b backyard farm

Audrey Miller, 5, holds some of the morning harvest .
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Viewpoint

Society’s past may have answer for present woes
By Anne Collopy

Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build 
it. Unless the Lord guard the city, in vain does the watchman 
keep vigil.

— Psalm 127

Minding my own business, pushing a squeaky 
grocery cart past the peanut butter and jelly, I 
was momentarily distracted by the sound of glass 

breaking nearby. A girl of about 10 had bumped a jar of 
preserves, which was now a purple splat on the floor. I could 
see a dismayed woman, presumably her mother, whispering 
a plan of action. Perhaps Mom’s subdued response had more 
to do with the presence of a store manager just down the aisle 
than with maternal patience. In any event, the two of them 
rounded the nearest corner and continued shopping as if 
nothing had happened.

Suddenly I saw another little girl, 
this one about 7 years old, coming 
home on a sunny Saturday in 
1953, happily chomping on a wad 
of Dubble Bubble gum until her 
mother asked where she’d gotten it. 
I was that little girl, and I wasn’t 
a very good liar, especially when 
caught lifting something from Bert’s 
penny-candy rack at Public Food 
Market No. 1 on Randolph and 
Hamline avenues.

I don’t recall exactly how I 
answered, but my mother pressed 
the question: “Did you take it from Bert’s?” Tongue-tied, I 
couldn’t formulate an explanation.

Mother dropped everything, went to her coin purse, took 
out a penny, told Grandma we’d be back in a half hour, and 
placed my trembling hand in hers. Now I knew I was in deep 
water. Slowly, Mom walked down the alley with one very 
heavy-footed, very scared little girl. On the way, she told me 
what I already knew: That I was going to hand the penny to 
Bert, our suddenly fearsome, bald grocer, and tell him that I’d 
like to pay for a piece of bubble gum that I’d stolen from him.

To my astonishment, Bert was merciful, even smiling at me 
as he patted my head in a gesture of forgiveness.

On the way home, Mom made sure we stopped by Holy 
Spirit Church so that I could go to confession and wipe the 
slate entirely clean. Father Byrne didn’t sentence me to a 
public flogging—another unexpected relief—and I recall 

feeling much better when I came home to my Ginny dolls 
and our sweet beagle. I was back on good standing with the 
world at large.

It took me another couple dozen years to understand that 
the experience had been more of an ordeal for my mother 
than for me, but I credit Mom with permanently excising any 
desire on my part to ever steal anything for as long as I might 
live.

Indeed, not a year after the bubble gum incident, cruising 
no-handed on my Fleetwing bike, I crashed into a decorative 
white wooden border on a neighbor’s flower bed, breaking it 
and decapitating a few roses in the process. For a moment, I 
stood in a sweaty panic, wondering if anyone had witnessed 
the crime. I seriously contemplated racing off while the 
racing was good. Then I remembered. There was Mom. 
There was Father Byrne. There was God. There was good and 
evil, there was right and wrong. There were consequences 

to my choice—consequences that 
would certainly come to me at some 
future point and probably in much 
greater measure.

I laid my bike on its side and 
walked to the door, my heart 
pounding in my throat. There I 
met an older woman, who looked 
surprised to see a child and even 
more surprised when I told her the 
reason I was calling. Then to my 
utter amazement, she smiled and 
put her hand on my shoulder and 
told me not to worry about it, that 
her husband would mend the fence 

“good as new.” When I remounted my bike, it was with a skip 
and a soaring heart.

My family was, by today’s standards, materially quite poor. 
Mom supported us on a meager teacher’s salary without any 
government assistance. Our entertainment was in Kipling 
and Longfellow and Stevenson, from which Mom read to 
us long before we understood half the words. We didn’t play 
video games. We didn’t watch television (we didn’t even 
have a television until I was over 10 years old) except under 
Mother’s strict supervision and never during Lent or before 
evening prayers. We had a 1949 Ford into the 1960s, and that 
was for Mom to get to her job after my father died, leaving 
her with five young children. When my brothers reached the 
age of 18, they were allowed to get a driving permit, but only 

My family was, by today’s 
standards, materially quite 

poor. Our entertainment was 
in Kipling and Longfellow 
and Stevenson. We didn’t 

play video games. We didn’t 
watch television except under 

Mother’s strict supervision 
and never during Lent or 
before evening prayers.
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Drug Wars, 
Part II

By Michael Mischke

I don’t know whether it’s a testament to the long-standing 
loyalty of Snyders Drug Store patrons, the political 
strength of United Food and Commercial Workers 

(UFCW) Local 789, or the abiding concern for public safety 
of half of the members of the St. Paul Planning Commission. 
Perhaps it’s all three.

However, the lengths to which all three are now going in 
their attempt to thwart the construction of a new Walgreens 
drug store next door to Snyders in Highland Village is as 
remarkable as it is misplaced. (See the front page story in this 
issue of the Villager.)

I get the customer loyalty to Snyders, a business that has 
operated on Ford Parkway for the past 38 years, many of 
whose three dozen employees have worked at the same store 
for decades, and 3,000 of whose customers have signed a 
petition in opposition to Walgreens.

I get the strength of the UFCW, whose director of special 
projects, Bernie Hesse, is leading the effort to preserve the 
jobs of its unionized members at Snyders, both here and 
throughout the six-state region served by the company.

However, I don’t get some Planning Commission 
members’ concern for public safety. That they would lay over 
consideration of Walgreens’ site plan not once but twice due 
to their ostensible overriding concern about increased traffic 
in Highland Village just doesn’t make sense when you look at 
the numbers.

I might be missing something, but I have a hard time 
believing that this tempest in a teapot would be brewing at all 
were Walgreens proposing to open another store anywhere 
else in St. Paul, or in the entire Twin Cities for that matter. 
It certainly didn’t happen in the Summit Hill neighborhood 
when Walgreens opened on Grand Avenue and Grotto 
Street, nor in the Highland Park and Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhoods when Walgreens opened a succession of 
stores at Snelling and Randolph avenues.

You can’t legally make land-use decisions based on 
competitive business considerations. You can’t legally 
make land-use decisions based on union vs. non-union 
considerations. You can legally make land-use decisions 
based on public safety considerations, but in this instance 
public safety isn’t an issue. Anyone who thinks Walgreens can 
be successfully fought on any of these bases is only opening 
the door to a court room.

Besides, in the end this isn’t a fight between Walgreens and 
Snyders for Highland Park customers. It’s a fight between 
Walgreens and CVS Pharmacy for dominance in the local, 
regional and national marketplace.

Those who think they can affect the tide of that battle 
by thwarting Walgreens’ plans for opening a store on Ford 
Parkway have to be taking what those two pharmaceutical 
behemoths are selling.

Beauty and the fleeced

I like art. I was good at it in school and even attempted for 
a while to major in it in college. I especially like art—with 
some hideous local exceptions—that is most accessible to 

the public in parks and on city streets. It generally enlivens 
our urban environment and often opens the book on the 
history of a city.

But it’s more than a little curious to me that the city of 
St. Paul would take this particular moment in its history to 
mandate that at least 1 percent of the budget for any capital 
improvement project paid for in whole or in part by the 
city be spent on public art. (See the story on page 13 of this 
edition of the Villager.) The new ordinance, which was passed 
on July 22 by the City Council, affects work on any structure, 
park, utility, street, sidewalk or parking facility owned by the 
city of St. Paul.

Were St. Paul wallowing in tax revenue at this time and 
not faced with myriad competing—and more compelling— 
interests for what little general fund money it has at its 
disposal, spending the taxpayers’ money on the creation and 
ongoing maintenance of public art might make sense.

As it is, it’s a luxury the city can ill-afford and makes you 
wonder about the priorities of the people in City Hall. 
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5524 42nd Ave S – 3BR, 1BA   
$209,900

149 Stonebridge Rd – 3BR, 3BA   
$849,900

1770 Sutton Ln – 3BR, 4BA  
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2216 Swan Ct – 3BR, 4BA    
$464,900

12 Crocus Hill – 5BR, 4BA   
$819,900

997-999 Fairmount Ave – Duplex  
$499,900

®

OPEN HOUSE SERIES SCHEDULED

Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport

Location information is available on the Web at: www.macnoise.com. Or call 612-725-6455

St. Paul Residents Join Us:

Tuesday, August 11
Hillcrest Recreation Center 

1978 Ford Parkway

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

after they paid the auto insurance with money they had earned at the 
Ford plant, on paper routes and in the local greenhouse fields.

We were encouraged to run errands and do chores for needy 
people without ever expecting any payment. This was every 
Christian’s duty—no questions asked. Mom spanked us when we 
were rude to Grandma or said we hated anyone. She washed my 
mouth out with soap once when I used a swear word. My sisters and 
I wore dresses and veils to church and uniforms to school, and we 
didn’t dream of chewing gum or talking inappropriately in either 
place. We stood up and said “Good morning, (title, name)” or “Good 
afternoon, (title, name)” when an adult entered our classroom. 
Infractions of the rules at school were cause for being sent to the 
principal’s office.

We learned that discipline and accepting responsibility for our 
actions were the keys to happiness, not obstacles. We never thought 
that we should be given cars for high school graduation. A car was 

something we bought when we could pay for it ourselves and assume 
all the costs and responsibilities of driving. We were never taught by 
word or example that we needed designer clothes to be somebody of 
worth.

This country wasn’t built by people who lived for themselves or 
whose gods were ease, comfort and pleasure. But now it may be 
destroyed by them. In the most richly blessed land the world has ever 
known, people murder their parents, their children, their peers and 
themselves. Children are materially spoiled and spiritually emaciated. 
We teach grade-schoolers to use condoms when we should be 
teaching them to read and write and run and play and pray and care 
for those less fortunate.

There is an answer, but we may be too stupefied to accept it. 
Perhaps when we are knocked to our knees, this nation’s healing can 
begin.

A retired Hennepin County records manager, Anne Collopy grew up in 
St. Paul’s Macalester-Groveland and Highland Park neighborhoods.

�b coLLopY

Inbox
betting on light rail

For the business owners dead-set against the Central Corridor 
light-rail line (Villager, July 15), I have a modest proposal:

If, in the long run, the reduction of on-street parking on University 
Avenue, which is never fully utilized anyway, is detrimental to their 
business, they can file for some sort of compensation.

If, on the other hand, their fortunes are boosted by the tens of 
thousands of light-rail users passing their doors every day, not to 
mention more local residents living in what will presumably be dense, 
walkable developments on what are now abandoned used-car lots, 
then they have to somehow compensate the community that has had 
to listen to their whining and deal with their delaying tactics. 

How does that sound? Does anyone want to take that bet?

Ari Ofsevit
Ramsey Hill

Light rail would ruin a great street
Minority groups have filed complaints about the light-rail transit 

line planned for University Avenue in St. Paul (Villager, June 17). 
Personally, I would like to see honest figures about the number of 
people who will use and benefit from light rail. All I have read about 
downtown St. Paul over the last few years is what a wasteland it has 
become. Almost every law firm or accounting firm of any size has 
moved out of St. Paul to Minneapolis and its suburbs. All I have read 
about downtown Minneapolis are the pickpockets, muggers and 
trash-talking people who predominate.

University Avenue has been a blessing to St. Paul since the 
streetcars were removed and the last asphalt blocks replaced with 
good pavement. University easily handles four lanes of traffic with 
few accidents. Merchants of all types have prospered along its entire 
length. There are wide sidewalks and plenty of parking spaces in most 
areas. 

With the coming of light rail, many existing businesses will go 
broke, mainly because of no parking. Many will have their building 

fronts cut off. Sidewalks will disappear or be narrowed to catwalks. 
Many minority-owned businesses will be forced out of business.

Who will be served? No neighborhood will be, because there 
will be a minimum of stops along the route. Residents adjacent to 
University Avenue have been totally misled about the services light 
rail will provide, especially minority residents. So who’s going to ride 
back and forth from downtown St. Paul to a crime-ridden downtown 
Minneapolis? Gangs, drug dealers, people whose driver’s licenses 
have been suspended?

The cost of light rail will be tremendous. They praise the federal 
government’s contribution. Heck, folks, that’s your tax money, too! 
Now is not the time to blow all of our tax money on a project with 
little return. 

A great St. Paul street is going to be ruined forever, turned over to 
expensive rail cars while motorists will have to turn to alternate routes 
for safer driving. 

Norman C. Horton Sr.
St. Anthony Park

A median at cross purposes
Once again, reporter Jane McClure has done a great job of 

providing clarity to an issue. Her article on the proposed Snelling 
Avenue median (Villager, July 15) shows how Macalester College’s 
stated purpose for the median and the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation’s (MnDOT) purpose are at odds. Macalester has 
proposed a large, 10-foot-wide median as a measure to increase 
pedestrian safety. But MnDOT’s insistence that three of the six 
current left-turn opportunities be eliminated shows that MnDOT is 
more concerned with increasing traffic flow rather than pedestrian 
safety. The question is, why is Macalester going along with a MnDOT 
requirement that actually increases traffic and makes crossing 
Snelling more dangerous?

There are many ways to improve pedestrian safety on Snelling, 
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Two Senior Residences, One Great Neighborhood
Your Home. Our Commitment.

The Wellington
Assisted Living
651-699-2664

2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul
www.wellingtonresidence.com

The Alton
Memory Care
651-699-2480

1306 Alton Street, St. Paul
www.TheAlton.com

• Large one & two bedroom apartments
• 24-hour on-site home care staff
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Respite (short-term) available
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker
• Exceptional calendar of activities
• Lifeline emergency response system
• CareSuites for those with higher care needs

• Private living suites in small neighborhood settings
• Staff trained for memory care 24/7
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Creative and Meaningful Activity Program
• Monitored building and resident response system
• Professional nursing staff on-site and on-call
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker

The Wellington is dedicated to providing a 
community of choice and dignity.

A Home-Like Setting
and “Person-Centered” Care

Where Caring Reflects Family.

�e Alzheimer’s Association presents
 "Understanding

Alzheimer’s Disease"
at �e Wellington

August 12th,  2:00 p.m.
RSVP to 651-699-2664.

from basic improvements such as high-visibility crosswalks 
to pedestrian islands to normal-size medians all the way up 
to stoplights and pedestrian bridges. Eliminating parking, 
bus bays and turning opportunities only serves to remove 
impediments to traffic flow and make Snelling less safe for 
pedestrians while hurting local businesses and pushing traffic 
right up against the residential neighborhood.

There is enough room on Snelling Avenue to put in a 
normal-size median for pedestrian safety, keep all of the 
current left-turn opportunities, keep all of the parking on the 
east side of the street and add improvements such as high-
visibility crosswalks that actually enhance pedestrian safety 
without increasing traffic. There is no reason for Macalester 
and MnDOT to push on the neighborhood a project that 
virtually turns Snelling into a limited-access highway and 
then say it’s for pedestrian safety.

 
Brian Ashley

Macalester-Groveland

Snelling median is misguided
I lived on Goodrich Avenue between Snelling Avenue and 

Saratoga Street for the vast majority of my life, until I went off 
to college seven years ago. I have probably crossed Snelling 
more than the majority of people involved in the debate over 
the proposed median on Snelling between Grand and St. 
Clair avenues. I crossed Snelling twice a day when I attended 
Ramsey Junior High School. I crossed Snelling to run over to 
Urban Tennis and to the houses of my friends who lived in 
Tangletown. I crossed Snelling twice every day in high school 
to study in the Macalester College library.

I have never felt endangered crossing that section of 
Snelling because I either cross when traffic stops for me or 
when it isn’t present. If traffic is present during busy hours, I 
take the time to walk two blocks down to either Grand or St. 
Clair where there is a stoplight. This takes maybe five extra 
minutes at the most. There is no need for the median when 
there are two stoplights within a very short walk.

Macalester College put a median on Grand Avenue just 
west of Snelling, and it has encouraged their students to 
jaywalk. Macalester even put up signs telling students that 
cars have the right of way when they are not in the crosswalk, 
and students still cross at that median, causing cars to stop for 
them in the middle of the block. 

If anything, the proposed median on Snelling stands to 
cause more disorganization. We will have cars stopping mid-
block for someone standing on the median who is nowhere 
near a crosswalk. Not only does this raise the risk of auto 
and pedestrian accidents, it will surely cause more traffic 
congestion, which will aggravate drivers. On top of this, the 
plan for the median would require motorists going south on 
Snelling to make a U-turn in order to get to the businesses at 
Lincoln Commons. Since when was requiring people to make 
U-turns on one of the busiest streets in Minnesota a strategy 
for safety? 

So it comes down to this: We end up spending lots of 
money to increase the risk of auto accidents, increase 
jaywalking, make it more difficult to access local businesses 
and cause traffic congestion so that a few pedestrians won’t 

have to walk two streets to a stoplight. 
Macalester College wants to make Snelling more 

aesthetically pleasing to prospective students and staff. 
However, that is not in the best interest of the community. 
The best interest of the community is how well Snelling 
functions as a road and how safe it is for both motorists and 
pedestrians.

 
Brandon Bell

Macalester-Groveland

Median could harm Goodrich
Any median built on Snelling Avenue should open up at 

every block and provide a reasonable method of access to 
Lincoln Commons. If this can’t be accomplished, a median 
should not be built. (For the record, I don’t consider a U-turn 
at Snelling and Lincoln Avenue, a three-point turn on Lincoln 
or a turnaround in the Sherwin Williams or Immanuel 
Lutheran parking lots to be reasonable methods to get to 
Lincoln Commons.) 

During the 2007 test when traffic was redirected as 
though a median were already in place, Goodrich Avenue 
had a stunning increase in traffic issues. An extraordinary 
number of vehicles made dangerous U-turns at the Snelling-
Goodrich intersection. Others made three-point turns at 
the alley or mid-block, and still others chose to speed down 
the block in what appeared to be an effort to more quickly 
reach their destination. The traffic study was flawed because 
the meter on Goodrich was placed at the end of the block at 
Saratoga and didn’t count any of the U-turns or mid-block 
turnarounds and because it was performed while Macalester 
College’s field house was under construction and therefore 
didn’t represent typical traffic. 

In addition to an anticipated increase in traffic from 
motorists wishing to reach Lincoln Commons, Goodrich 
would see an increase in traffic from those wanting to reach 
the residential block of Fairmount that would be cut off from 
southbound Snelling Avenue. (Note that Goodrich already 
gets traffic from those wishing to reach the residential block 
of Lincoln that is a one-way). 

We are horrified at the thought of our block of Goodrich 
becoming a thoroughfare for Lincoln Commons’ business 
traffic and other neighborhood traffic. Ours would go from 
being a relatively quiet residential block to a busy street where 
residents would no longer feel safe letting their children play 
in the front yard. Tom Welna’s oft-cited claim that neighbors 
support a Snelling Avenue median by a 3-to-1 ratio is 
hogwash.

Mr. Welna has a well-funded institution supporting his 
lobbying efforts in favor of a median. He and his staff are 
expending great effort to make sure every supporter’s voice 
is heard. The opponents don’t have a well-funded institution 
spending resources to lobby for our position. We don’t have 
employees attending meetings on our behalf. We don’t have 
the time to write editorials and to lobby those in power. We 
have jobs and families and lives that keep us busy. Please 
do not mistake our lack of an organized lobbying effort as 
support for a median that will damage our neighborhood.

 
Joe Henderson 

Macalester-Groveland

RCV will improve democracy
In his opinion piece on ranked choice voting (Villager 

Viewpoint, July 1), Michael Mischke claims that because 
our current voting equipment in St. Paul can’t count ranked 
choice voting (RCV), this will entail a lot of extra expense. 
This is untrue, since we are scheduled to get new voting 
machines in 2011, when RCV would be implemented. When 
we get the new machines, we can simply purchase ones that 
can tally ranked ballots.

Mischke’s piece asserts that the “weeding out” process of 
the primary election creates clearer choices and stronger 
contrasts between candidates. The argument assumes two 
things: 1) that most voters aren’t smart enough to choose 
from more than two choices; and 2) that the winners of 
the primaries are always the best candidates. The former is 
insulting to voters, and the latter has no basis in fact.

Historically, the “weeding out” process of the primary is 
done by a much smaller percentage of voters than turn out 
for the general election. RCV gives more choices to more 
voters, which creates a more democratic process.

Mischke’s statement that “garbage floats,” to support his 
opinion that marginal candidates would have a good chance 
of winning under RCV, is absurd. For good measure, he 
tosses in a misstatement about finagling the system with 
RCV. Simply put, you can’t cheat the system with RCV. 

Voters who have heard about RCV overwhelmingly 
support it. A very small but vocal group of opponents seems 
to be throwing out every argument that comes to mind, 
hoping something will stick. They say the current voting 
system is pretty good, so why fix it? The bottom line is, they 
are just resisting change. RCV will improve our democracy.

Paul Busch,
Snelling-Hamline

Five counts against ranked voting
With instant runoff voting or ranked choice voting (RCV), 

some people will vote only once for the candidate of their 
choice (like it always was). Some will vote twice, some three 
times or four times (for their top two, three or four choices). 
How fair is that?

At a St. Paul Chamber of Commerce meeting, the question 
of counting came up. The leading proponent of RCV said 
they would leave that for the Legislature to figure out. 
Pushing a new electoral system and not sure of how the 
counting will get done! Isn’t that a fine kettle of fish. 

RCV is very complicated when more than four candidates 
file for a single seat. Machines can count the first round, but 
the second, third, fourth and fifth rounds will need to be 
counted by hand. Four to five months should do it.

Who pays for the 50 people who do the counting? And will 
they get the same benefits as government employees? What is 
wrong with the present system of voting anyway? The voting 
machines presently used are as accurate as can be. Also, RCV 
proposes eliminating primaries, which are the backbone of 
elections.

Gene Cilek
Macalester-Groveland
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Is You
�

At� Twin� Cities� Eye�
Specialists,� we� specialize�

in� helping� you� see� your�
best.�

Whether� you� simply� need� an�
eye�exam�for�glasses�or�contact�
lenses� or� if� you� have� an� eye�
condition�that�requires�medical�or�
surgical� treatment,� we� are�
committed� to� helping� you� achieve�

your�best�results.�

Considering�Lasik?��We�offer�the�latest�
in� Lasik,� including� advanced� wavefront�

laser�vision�correction.�

Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!

The Gopher Chapter of the
Antique Outboard Motor Club

would like to invite you to their

Annual Antique Outboard Motor
Show & Swap Meet

                        held on the Pool & Yacht Club

                                        Parking Lot

1600 Lilydale Road, Lilydale, MN 55118

Saturday, August 8, 2009
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Spectators Free

Entries for Show  $5.00

 1st Place & Runner Up
 Best Original Motor
 Best Restored Motor

  Best Motor and Boat Combo
People’s Choice

Judging by Registered Spectator Ballot

Please make reservations  651-455-3900

RCV won’t eliminate primaries
The folks promoting ranked choice voting (RCV) in St. 

Paul have been making claims that this new system will save 
the city money because it will eliminate primary elections. 
Sorry, folks, this isn’t true. In even-numbered years, you have 
county, state, and national elections that require primaries, 
and in odd-numbered years, you have School Board elections 
that require primaries. 

Gary Fischbach
Highland Park

Don’t tread on Jefferson
After reading Jane McClure’s article, “Jefferson Avenue 

eyed for new bicycle boulevard” (Villager, July 1), I was 
dismayed. There is so much congestion in my area already 
related to the addition of a left-turn lane on Fairview Avenue 
and curb bumpouts on Jefferson.

The changes noted in the article will be expensive 
in spite of grant dollars, and a bicycle boulevard, with 
its concentration of traffic, will have a significant and 
disproportionate impact on Jefferson Avenue homeowners. 
I see no need for any more corner bumpouts, pedestrian 
islands or traffic circles to complicate access to homes and 
impede street maintenance, especially winter plowing.

People already use Jefferson and other area streets 
successfully for errands or to commute, with no added 
price tag to anyone and with unlimited access to the entire 
length of the street. If Transit for Livable Communities 
wishes to promote bicycle travel, there are other practical 
actions, such as wider availability of secure bicycle parking 
areas, that would promote their ideals while being useful to 
homeowners, shoppers and commuters alike. 

 
Jill Stewart

Macalester-Groveland

Enough traffic calming already
I went to the meeting the other night on the Jefferson 

Avenue bicycle boulevard and was surprised not by the new 
details but by the repetition of old complaints about our 
streets (Villager, July 1). I participated in the discussion years 
ago when our streets were reconstructed and listened with 
disapproval at the suggestions that curb bumpouts, a 2-foot 
narrower street and parking on both sides would solve all of 
our traffic problems. 

What surprised me the other night was having to sit 
through a litany of precisely the same problems that were 
supposed to have been solved by the installation of all of 
the above. It seems that none of that worked. Now there 
is a ridiculous suggestion that a traffic circle or a so-called 
roundabout will solve perceived problems at Jefferson and 
Prior avenues. It seems that all we got from the previous 
“improvements” were snowplow hazards and difficulty in 
two cars passing in opposite directions. What will we solve 
with a roundabout on Prior and protruding median strips on 
Fairview?

I am an avid bicyclist and a fan of improvements to bicycle 

paths through our city, but why are we revisiting traffic 
calming now?

Patrick F. Quinn
Macalester-Groveland

Rules of the road for cyclists
I read with interest the article “West End neighbors debate 

merits of Jefferson Avenue bike boulevard” (Villager, July 15). 
For the most part, the article appears to be well-written and 
well-balanced. While the St. Paul Police Department does 
not take a position in this debate, I feel the need to offer a few 
comments, especially in regard to the photo above the article 
of four bicyclists traveling east on Highland Parkway.

It is not uncommon for bicyclists, motorists and 
pedestrians to share the roadway in St. Paul. Regardless of 
your method of transportation, everyone needs to be aware of 
their responsibilities toward others and their rights pursuant 
to our Minnesota statutes.

The photo depicts the bicyclists traveling four abreast. 
Minnesota Statute 169.222, Subdivision 4(c), states: “Persons 
riding bicycles upon a roadway or shoulder shall not ride 
more than two abreast and shall not impede the normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic and, on a laned roadway, shall 
ride within a single lane.”

While the photo appears to depict rather idyllic conditions, 
it also shows a common practice among bicyclists that is 
contrary to their responsibilities and unsafe within a busy 
urban area. As bicycling continues to become more popular, 
those relying on this mode of transportation need to become 
more versed in what is required of them.

Gregory Pye, Senior Commander
St. Paul Police Department

More than a building
As a lifelong resident of St. Paul, an appreciative former 

student of the St. Paul Public Schools from kindergarten at 
Ramsey Elementary School through 12th grade at Central 
High School, a proud former teacher in the St. Paul Public 
Schools and a humble member of the Longfellow Elementary 
School Site Council, I was offended by the use of the word 
“mothballed” in reference to the Longfellow building 
(Villager, July 1). A school is not just a building. A school is 
a community of devoted educators, enthusiastic students, 
committed parents and supportive sponsors and neighbors. 
We do not mothball people. I learned years ago from my 
parents and teachers, it’s not what you say, it’s how you say it.

It is an honor to be a member of the Longfellow School Site 
Council and support the excellence as demonstrated by the 
dedicated Longfellow professionals. Good things have been 
happening and will continue to happen as long as Longfellow 
is in existence. A wonderful and exciting year is planned for 
the students at Longfellow. I encourage readers to visit the 
Longfellow website, www.longfellow.spps.org, to learn about 
the richness of the educational opportunities at Longfellow.

 
Barbara Leaf Sommers

Highland Park
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Abortion protest goes too far
I’d like to give some parallel examples of poster-size 

placards we could be carrying around Highland Village: 
Large, up-close photos of bloody Iraqi children killed by the 
“war on terror” or of a drowning baby polar bear to illustrate 
global-warming issues. Does the abortion protest need such 
violent images to be successful? How appropriate is it for 
a young mother to have to explain abortion to her small 
children? Can we step back and get a little perspective here?

I consider myself a moderate and am reading with 
astonishment the recent letters to the Villager indicating that 
Planned Parenthood’s main purpose is to provide abortion 
services. The purpose of Planned Parenthood’s health care 
is to reduce abortions by providing contraception services. 
Planned Parenthood does a lot of good: testing for sexually 
transmitted diseases, performing pap smears to identify 
women at risk for cervical cancer and providing the only 
health care that is affordable to many low-income women. 

Dr. Tiller and those like him who have been murdered for 
providing legal medical procedures should be on a poster as 
well. I love this country and our freedoms to march, speak 
and hold placards. I just think the message is lost when the 
shock of the image is replaced by the horror of the viewer 
and the perception that those who disagree with abortion are 
simply extremists and should be dismissed. Nobody wins in 
this argument.

L. Stryker
Highland Park

Problem of Planned Parenthood
Whether pro- or anti-abortion clinic, all of the recent 

letters to the Villager have revealed a Planned Parenthood 
problem in our neighborhood. Wouldn’t it be better for 
everyone not to have such a contentious institution here? 
How about a toy store, a school, a museum or a farmers’ 
market instead? In this neighborhood, there are enough 
concerned parents, schools, churches, medical facilities and 
other organizations that Planned Parenthood is not needed. 
I seriously doubt there would be a Planned Parenthood 
here—or in many other places, for that matter—if they were 
not funded with several hundred million dollars of taxpayers’ 
money every year. I think all of us would be happy if Planned 
Parenthood closed its doors.

Matthew James
Highland Park

A casualty of politics
I notice the mainstream media have ceased daily reporting 

and story-line reminders of military death and casualty 
figures for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. These figures 
were common time- and page-fillers when Bush was 
president. But now that Obama is commander in chief, 
these figures have mysteriously lost their appeal. It makes 
me question everything I see, read or hear in the media. I 
also want to mention the local hypocrite who, as soon as 
Obama was elected, stopped painting the death and casualty 

figures on the rear window of his car in Highland Park. You 
obviously used those precious lives as a political tool. Shame 
on you and anyone who supports your political tactics. 

Tom R. Braun
Highland Park

Saying good-bye to Tigger
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful care given 

to our cat, Tigger, by the staff at Grand Avenue Veterinary 
Center. Tigger had been having a rough couple of months 
lately. Last month we brought him to Grand Avenue Vet. 
They were so kind to both Tigger and us. 

As difficult as it was, we knew the choice we had to make 
was one that fit with the kind of cat Tigger was—a cat that 
truly lived to the beat of his own drum.

Tigger came to live with us before the birth of our children. 
He truly shared in our lives. That’s one thing that makes the 
death of a pet so difficult. The care given by Dr. Karen and 
Dr. Heather at Grand Avenue Vet during his life with us 
was always the best. On this particular evening, it was truly 
what our family needed. The entire staff took their time with 
us and gave us every opportunity to ask questions. They 
wanted us to make a well-informed decision. They also let us 
know that it was OK to say good-bye. I cannot tell you how 
comforting that was to hear. 

Our children have already been asking, “When are we 
going to get a kitten?” We don’t know the answer to that 
question. Should we find ourselves with one, we will be back 
at Grand Avenue Vet. Their expertise, kindness and overall 
attitude toward pet care is truly special. We feel very fortunate 
to have had our cat in their care.

When we said our prayers the other night, and after talking 
about Tigger, my daughter said, “We just aren’t us without 
him.” I thought that summed it up pretty well.

Sarah Aamodt and Family
Macalester-Groveland

A league of their own
So Phil Krinkie, president of the Minnesota Taxpayers 

League, thinks the new taxes are terrible (Villager Viewpoint, 
July 15). Mr. Krinkie is paid by a fringe political group 
representing fat cats to say that all taxes are bad. That is, 
unless the taxes pay for a road to their estate in a fourth-
ring suburb. Don’t let them fool you. These people don’t 
care about the little guy. They want only to avoid paying for 
anything government does.

The state gas tax was increased for the first time since 1988 
by a whopping 8.5 cents per gallon, which based on $2.50 per 
gallon is a 3.4 percent increase in the cost of gasoline. Does 
anyone believe the cost of building roads and bridges has not 
increased in all these years? But Mr. Krinkie will tell you it 
will kill the economy.

Then there is the new 3/8 percent sales tax passed by 
statewide vote for the outdoors and arts. People actually 
thought investing in the environment was a good idea. New 
money will be spent on water quality, wildlife habitat to 
improve fishing and hunting, parks and other environmental 
projects. Mr. Krinkie thought it was a bad idea.

Mr. Krinkie says that since new money will be going to 
local parks, we should expect a proportional property tax 
decrease. The money generated from the 3/8 percent sales 
tax is supposed to be new money for these projects, not the 
substitution of one tax for another. Since Krinkie brings up 
property taxes, let’s be clear about recent increases. As the 
state, under Governors Ventura and Pawlenty, has reduced 
aid to cities, cities have been forced to increase property taxes 
to keep up with expenses.

Should citizens watch carefully where tax money is being 
spent? Absolutely, and the Minnesota Taxpayers League says 
that it is looking out for us in that regard. But they really 
aren’t. They’re looking out for themselves.

Vince Graziano
Merriam Park

Jackson deserved better in death
While I’m far from the world’s biggest Michael Jackson 

fan, I feel compelled to respond to Bill Stieger’s mean-spirited 
attack on Jackson and his fans (Villager Viewpoint, July 15).
There’s a great deal we’ll never understand about Jackson, 
but a couple of conclusions can be drawn. Jackson, overall, 
led a life of great sadness and isolation, and it appears he 
never advanced emotionally beyond childhood. The latter 
circumstance explains a lot. With millions at their disposal, 
quite a few 9-year-olds would adopt chimpanzees as pets and 
build amusement parks in their homes.

As for the “child molestation rap” against Jackson, a couple 
of facts might be in order to counter Stieger’s distortions. No 
criminal charges were ever brought against Jackson, and the 
“$20 million…bribe” paid to the family of the alleged victim 
was the result of out-of-court negotiations initiated by the 
father of the alleged victim, who made the infamous charges 
under the influence of a sedative administered by the father. 
(And, incidentally, the resulting civil suit was settled for $22 
million, not $20 million.)

We will almost certainly never know the whole truth about 
Jackson’s dealings with children. Whatever he did or didn’t 
do, he certainly served his time in the prison of public scorn. 
But that doesn’t stop the self-righteous and vindictive from 
dancing on his grave. Given his hatred for Jackson, it wasn’t 
at all surprising to see Stieger condemn anyone who felt 
sorrow at Jackson’s death as “the People Who Have No Life.” 
Whenever a youth-culture hero dies before his time, be it 
Jackson, Kurt Cobain, John Lennon or James Dean, the old 
and out-of-touch react in the same way, by ridiculing those 
who took the deceased’s work to heart.

How sad it must be to have completely forgotten what it’s 
like to be young. 

Dan Heilman
Macalester-Groveland

Viewpoint well taken
Thank you, Bill Stieger, for your guest editorial on Michael 

Jackson (Villager Viewpoint, July 15).
You took the words right out of my mouth.
 

Maggie Cunningham
West End
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

A roof's underlayment is key to keeping water out of the house. 

If you have water leaking in, Garlock-French can help.

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service.

Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details, so you won’t

have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship. Quality, value, and 

craftsmanship have been the hallmarks of Garlock-French for 77 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You need new
Underlayment.

Do you know 
who to call?

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

                    Save… 
…on energy costs. Save on window 
installation. Just replace your drafty 
old double-hung sash with a new, 
energy-efficient Tilt Pac by Marvin.

WINDOW SAVINGS
YOU INSTALL
YOURSELF.

hiawatha
lumber company
“Your full service lumber yard.”

open saturday
8:00a.m.-noon

Monday-Friday
7:30-5:00

612729-2358
3233 e. 40th street

Between Hiawatha & Minnehaha

home
repair
We Have The Building

Materials For Your Repair
& Remodeling Needs.

• materials cut to size
• estimating

• delivery available
garages additions decks

insulation roofing plywood

paneling sheetrock peg-board

replacement windows & doors

cement particle shelving

651-699-6800
tc.moonjumps@yahoo.com  •  tcmoonjumps.com

Reserve Your 
Jump TODAY!

By Jane McClure

St. Paul City Council members may not 
know art, but a majority of them believe 
St. Paul taxpayers are willing to pay for 

it. On a 4-2 vote on July 22, the City Council 
adopted an ordinance requiring that at least 
1 percent of the budget for any capital im-
provement project paid for wholly or in part 
by the city be spent on public art. That will af-
fect work on any structure, park, utility, street, 
sidewalk or parking facility in St. Paul that is 
owned by the city.

The impact of the ordinance may first be 
felt in the city’s 2010-2011 Capital Improve-
ment Budget (CIB). More than 150 project re-
quests for that biennium have been reviewed 
and ranked by the various CIB committees, 
and Mayor Chris Coleman is expected to an-
nounce which projects he would want to see 
funded on August 11 when his city budget for 
2010 is unveiled. The budgets for each project 
that makes the cut will now have to include 
public art.

City Council members Melvin Carter III, 
Dave Thune, Russ Stark and Lee Helgen vot-
ed in favor of the ordinance. The measure was 
opposed by council members Pat Harris and 
Kathy Lantry.

“I’ve really struggled with this,” Lantry said. 
“Who can be against public art?” However, 
Lantry asked, should be city be applying the 
ordinance to capital projects such as street 
paving in which property owners are assessed 
for part of the cost. “I’m getting calls from peo-
ple who can’t afford the assessments already,” 
she said. Having a “manhole cover with a cool 
design” isn’t going to alleviate those concerns, 
she added.

Harris criticized the methodology of the 
ordinance, arguing that it will cause confusion 
when the city issues contracts for capital proj-
ects. “This will create a level of bureaucracy 
that’s very difficult to manage,” he said.

Harris also objected to the use of the city’s 
general fund to support public art. He said he 
would rather see money from the city’s Sales 
Tax Revitalization (STAR) program devoted 
to that purpose. A portion of the STAR fund 
was earmarked for capital arts projects when 
the state statute for the city’s half-percent sales 
tax was approved in 1991. However, state law 
has since been changed to allow that money 
to also support the operating budgets of arts 
groups in St. Paul.

The new policy will ensure that public art 
is incorporated in the planning and design of 
capital improvement projects and not added 
as an afterthought, supporters said.

“These are tough times, but I don’t think 
that’s a reason to vote against this ordinance,” 
Stark said. He cited the public money that 
was spent to build the St. Paul City Hall and 
Ramsey County Courthouse during the Great 
Depression. That building is now on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and has been 
praised for its use of public art.

The public art included in a capital project 
may be a permanent installation or a short-
term performance or event. In the case of 
permanent public art, an additional one half 
percent of the total project cost must be set 

aside for maintaining the public art.
At a July 15 public hearing on the ordinance, 

downtown art gallery owner and former may-
oral candidate Bill Hosko spoke against the 
ordinance. He criticized the lack of public 
participation in the city’s selection of public 
art in the past—a process, he said, that has 
resulted in such less than desirable pieces as 
the “Skygate” sculpture in downtown’s Ecolab 
Plaza, the onion-like sculpture in Lowertown 
and several sculptures in Western Park.

More than half a dozen artists and art sup-
porters turned out at the public hearing in 
favor of the ordinance, including representa-
tives of Public Art St. Paul, which has been 
working with city officials for the past five 
years on the new ordinance. “Virtually every 
city has a mandated set-aside policy for public 
art,” said Public Art St. Paul president Chris-
tine Podas-Larson.

The public art ordinance does not apply 
to Neighborhood STAR projects or projects 
that are subsidized by the city’s Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority. However, when 
consultants are hired for a major land-use 
study, such as the one conducted in the recent  
years for the Ford Motor Company’s Twin 
Cities Assembly Plant, a public artist must be 
included on the planning staff. The first such 
study that will involve a public artist is the one 
for the areas around the proposed Central 
Corridor stations at Hamline, Victoria and 
Western avenues, which will begin this fall, 
according to St. Paul planning administrator 
Donna Drummond.

The ordinance also requires that public art 
be incorporated into the city’s small area plans, 
district plans, master park plans and any plan 
for redeveloping a site of more than 10 acres. 
The ordinance stipulates that the CIB Com-
mittee and the district councils be involved in 
the review and selection of public art. The or-
dinance also lays out a new artist-in-residence 
program and sets up a city artist registry.

The city of St. Paul is appealing the June 
ruling by U.S. District Court Judge Donovan 
Frank that threw out the ban on billboard ex-
tensions which had been adopted by the city 
in 2006. Responding to a lawsuit filed in Au-
gust 2006 by Clear Channel Outdoor, Frank 
ruled that the city did not give any reasons for 
adopting the ordinance and that the decision 
to adopt the ordinance was arbitrary, capri-
cious and unenforceable.

Billboard extensions typically consist of 
lettering or images that extend beyond the 
top, side or front of a billboard. Clear Chan-

nel Outdoor has almost 400 billboards in St. 
Paul, the most of any company. In court docu-
ments, the company called the city’s actions a 
violation of state law and the equal protection 
and due process clauses of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

The city’s appeal will be heard by the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The City Coun-
cil voted unanimously on July 22 to hire the 
law firm of Briggs and Morgan to serve as its 
counsel in the appeal. Compensation of the 
counsel cannot exceed $260 per hour, accord-
ing to city policy on outside attorneys’ fees.

St. Paul adds 1 percent to the cost of 
projects with mandate for public art

The New York Life eagle that now graces 
Lookout Park at the top of Ramsey Hill.

City to defend billboard extension ban
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“I’ve advertised in the Villager for 
22 years.  If it ever stops paying 
o� , I’ll stop advertising.”         
               
       Mike Schumann, Co-Owner

      Traditions Furniture

“Traditions Furniture has been 
in the Villager so long it’s kind 
of a tradition in itself. But 
business is business and there’s 
only one reason Suzanne and 
I keep running ads in the 
Villager: People keep coming 
through the door. Anyone 
in business in this area who 
doesn’t advertise in the Villager
is missing the most e� ective 
way to reach their customer 
base. � eir readers expect 
quality and you don’t stay 
around as long as Traditions 
Furniture and the Villager have 
unless you can deliver it.”

Call 651.699.1462 and put 
your marketing dollars in 

the right place.
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Center for Oral Implantology

Missing Teeth?
Call 651-209-0262

Mendota Heights

Dr. Michael Mallinger
GALLERY
333 Grand Avenue

(Grand, Ramsey & 35E)

651-227-4783

SALE!
30% off

Custom Framing
25% off

Select Artwork
Through August 22nd

St. Paul may revisit a system 
of organized trash collection

By Jane McClure

The city of St. Paul may revisit the idea 
of establishing an organized system for 
garbage pickup in the months ahead. A 

resolution calling for the study of such a sys-
tem will be submitted to the City Council on 
August 5 and is scheduled for a vote on Au-
gust 12.

“I’ve been hearing from a lot of constituents 
who want us to take a look at this issue,” said 
Ward 2 City Council member Dave Thune, 
who authored the resolution. The study would 
be conducted by City Council Research staff 
with help from the St. Paul Department of 
Public Works and the St. Paul-Ramsey Coun-
ty Department of Public Health.

Under an organized collection system, the 
city would either provide the collection ser-
vice directly or contract with private garbage 
haulers to collect trash in specific zones. Ac-
cording to Thune, the study could include the 
pickup of recycling as well.

The city of Minneapolis collects both gar-
bage and recycling, charging property owners 
a fee for those services. St. Paul had organized 
trash collection for many years, but dropped it 
in the 1970s as a cost-cutting measure. Since 
then, property owners have had to hire their 
own garbage collection service.

When city officials considered organized 
trash collection in the past, private haulers 
vehemently opposed it, arguing that it would 
take away a customer’s right to choose his or 
her own hauler. Smaller haulers also feared 
that it would put them out of business.

“Not again,” said Pauline Killian of Pete’s 
Rubbish Hauling, when informed of the 
study. Killian’s family owns the Forest Lake 
firm, which has served St. Paul homes for 
more than 40 years. “This is going to set off 
a firestorm of controversy,” she said. “The city 
and county have tried to do this to us before, 
and the people have said, ‘Stay out of our 
business.’ Customers want a choice. If this is 
implemented, our firm and many other small 
firms will be gone.”

Small, locally owned garbage haulers once 
predominated in St. Paul and its suburbs. 
However, a 2001 city-county public health 
study found that 65 percent of the trash in 
Ramsey and Washington counties was being 
collected by three national companies. That is 
believed to be a result of smaller haulers being 
bought out by the large national firms.

One benefit of organized collection is that 
it would reduce the number of garbage trucks 
traveling through neighborhoods, according 
to Thune. “I hear a lot of complaints about 
the number of trucks on any one street or al-
ley during a week,” he said. Another irritation 
that could be eliminated through organized 
collection, Thune said, is the early-morning 
pickup of garbage, which is more common 
among commercial customers but often dis-

turbs the sleep of residents of nearby homes. 
Other City Council members have voiced 

support for the study. “In my first year and 
a half in office, the idea has come up many 
times,” said Ward 4 council member Russ 
Stark. “We hear a lot of requests for organized 
collection. In parts of my ward, residents have 
organized trash collection themselves, hiring 
a single private hauler for their block. We have 
a very inefficient system right now in the city, 
and that needs to be looked at.”

Another problem that could be alleviated 
through an organized collection system is the 
illegal dumping of trash in parks, vacant lots, 
alleys or private trash containers, possibly by 
people who do not hire their own garbage 
hauler. If the dumped trash cannot be traced 
to a specific person, the city has to pay for its 
disposal.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council and Hamline-Midway Coalition have 
both encouraged residents to take it upon 
themselves to organize their blocks to use a 
single hauler. Todd Seabury-Kolod convinced 
the neighbors on his block of Princeton Ave-
nue several years ago to contract with a single 
hauler. He put together a kit to help other St. 
Paul residents do the same, and since then he 
has seen more than 50 blocks or other small 
areas organize their trash collection.

Thune and Stark said they realize that even 
a study of organized trash collection is likely 
to spark intense debate in St. Paul. In 2001 
and 2002 Ramsey and Washington counties 
studied the idea of organized collection. The 
counties considered establishing zones for the 
collection of garbage, recycling, household 
hazardous waste, yard waste, tree branches, 
large appliances and furniture and contract-
ing with various private haulers rather than 
having local governments own and operate 
the trucks. That study elicited protests from 
private garbage haulers, their customers and 
the Minnesota Solid Waste Association. Pri-
vate haulers rallied their customers to attend 
public meetings to oppose the idea, and coun-
ty officials subsequently shelved the idea.

One of the reasons Ramsey and Washing-
ton counties considered moving toward or-
ganized trash collection in the first place was 
the dropoff in the use of the counties’ facility 
that turns household trash into fuel. When 
the refuse-derived fuel facility in Newport 
was built in the early 1980s, state law allowed 
counties to dictate where their garbage was 
hauled. Though that state law was overturned 
more than a decade ago, the counties are still 
contractually obligated to provide a certain 
amount of trash for the Newport facility. 
However, some haulers have found that it is 
cheaper to take their trash to landfills, and 
because of that the counties have had to of-
fer financial incentives to get the necessary 
amount of trash to Newport.

Correction
Merriam Park artist and advertising execu-

tive Todd Hollingsworth’s wife and partner in 
T&T Designs is Tammy Hollingsworth.

Study would look at public 
collection or plan to divide 
city among private haulers
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

wELCOMiNg LiTURgiCAL wORsHip

Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Healing Service 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF i-94 ON DALE sT.

  1802 St. Clair 651699-2445   224 No. Cleveland 651644-4983

$199

20% Off Dry Cleaning

                                                              REMEMBER: If you want a finely
finished shirt collar, we 
are your only choice!

  

Beautifully Laundered
& Pressed on Hangers

and/or Men’s Shirts

Coupon must be presented with 
incoming order.

 Coupon expires 8/31/09.

- No Limit
on Discount!
(Do the Math)

     Includes Drapes

Super COupON

$199
  F

OR

 SALE
877 Jefferson Avenue

Great
neighborhood

office building.
Victoria & 35E

over 6000 sq ft two floors...26 car parking lot
appraised at 525,000 in August 2005...sold for over 
600,000 in 2006. ASKING 330,000 CD/great terms.

To view call
Patrick Eastwood   218.763.3007

Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Community development—The Highland District Coun-
cil’s Community Development Committee voted on July 14 to 
support a conditional use permit that would allow J&S Bean 
Factory, 1518 Randolph Ave., to continue operating with only 
one public restroom. The recommendation was subsequently 
passed by the full board. Committee members also discussed 
the current zoning in Highland Village and agreed to review 
the Highland District Plan and Highland Village Plan before 
their next meeting at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 18, at the Hill-
crest Recreation Center. City planner Merritt Clapp-Smith 
will be present to discuss zoning recommendations for High-
land Village. 

Walgreens site plan—The St. Paul Planning Commission’s 
Zoning Committee decided on July 16 to lay over a decision 
on the site plan for a new Walgreens drug store on Ford Park-
way and Finn Street until it could look at a traffic study. The 
traffic study was expected to be discussed again at the Zoning 
Committee’s meeting on July 30. 

Community services—The HDC’s Community Services 
Committee will hold its next meeting at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
August 12, at Hillcrest. Tav Buechner of St. Paul Community 
Education will speak about forming a partnership with the 
Capitol Region Watershed District, the HDC and Community 
Education to conduct gardening and rain barrel workshops 
next spring. Big Brothers Big Sisters representatives also are 
expected to speak about their programming in the Highland 
area and their need for more mentors. 

Seniors task force—A task force has been formed to dis-
cuss the district council’s role in creating a forum for discuss-
ing senior services in Highland. Task force members include 
Phil Lederman, Jennifer Taylor James, Tim Puffer and Gary 
Thompson. The group will hold its first meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday August 26, at Hillcrest. A larger public meeting 
will be scheduled for September. For information, call or e-
mail HDC community organizer Kathy Carruth.

Highland issues forum—The HDC’s online neighborhood 
issues forum is now up and running. The purpose of the fo-
rum is to engage in thoughtful discussion about local issues 
affecting Highland Park. Current topics include Walgreens 
and Highland Fest. The forum is accessible by visiting www.
e-democracy.org/highland.

Office closed—The HDC office will be closed from August 
4-7. Messages will be returned starting August 10. 

Mark your calendar—Community Services Committee 
meeting, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 12, Hillcrest; Com-
munity Development Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 18, Hillcrest; Night Owl Classic Bike Ride on Saturday, 
August 22, along Mississippi River Boulevard; Transportation 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 26, Hill-
crest; planning meeting on senior services in Highland, 1:00 
p.m. Wednesday, August 26, Hillcrest; neighborhood cleanup,  
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 1, Ford parking lot.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Groveland Night Out—The annual Groveland Night Out 
will take place at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 12, at Grove-
land Park. The evening’s highlight will be the outdoor showing 
of the animated movie Madagascar 2. Macalester-Groveland 
residents are invited to bring lawn chairs and blankets. (In 
case of rain, the movie will be shown in the Groveland School 
gym.) The evening will also include live music, free root beer 
floats and an inflatable castle. Businesses will hand out free 
samples and coupons, and hot dogs, potato chips and other 
treats will be available for purchase. Residents are also being 
asked to bring donations for the Hallie Q. Brown food shelf. 
For information or to volunteer, call the council office.

Neighborhood garage sale—The Macalester-Groveland 

Community Council is spon-
soring a neighborhood-wide 
garage sale on Saturday, 
August 29. Registered sales 
will be listed on maps that 
will be available at locations 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. The maps will include 
addresses as well as the cat-
egories of goods for each sale. 
On the day of the event, the 
community council will dis-
tribute signs that identify reg-
istered sales. The registration 
fee to participate in the sale is 
$12. Registration forms are 
available on the community 
council’s website or its office 
and are due by August 12.

Native Garden Awards—
Nominations are now being 
accepted for the commu-
nity council’s second annual 
Native Garden Awards. Unlike the council’s Alley Garden 
Awards, in which council representatives walk alleys search-
ing for qualified gardens, the Native Garden Awards are self-
nominating. Award winners will be determined by the end of 
August. For information, contact the council office.

Fall recreation—Registration is now open for the fall youth 
football and soccer programs at the Groveland Park and Edg-
cumbe recreation centers. Other activities also are being of-
fered. Register at www.stpaul.gov/parks or at the centers.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

SHA After Hours—The Summit Hill Association is spon-
soring an SHA After Hours get-together at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, August 12, at Dixie’s on Grand, 695 Grand Ave. Summit 
Hill residents, especially apartment and condominium dwell-
ers, are invited to attend and enjoy a fun, informal evening of 
meeting new people, exploring new possibilities for their vol-
unteer talents and developing networking opportunities. For 
information, call the SHA office.

HealthEast clinic—An agreement has been reached for 
HealthEast to move into vacant space at Grand Place, 870 
Grand Ave., this fall. No special city action or legal agreement 
with the Summit Hill Association was needed, since the base-
ment area will only be used for storage.

Summit Hill cookbook—Summit Hill neighbors are being 
invited to submit recipes for possible inclusion in an upcoming 
Summit Hill cookbook. If selected, the recipes will be printed 
along with those from some of the restaurants on Grand Av-
enue. Recipes may be sent to SHA president Tammy Haas at 
tamarastable@aol.com or at 1037 Lincoln Ave., St Paul, MN 
55105. For more information, call the SHA office. 

MacGrove/Summit Hill Moves—Residents are being re-
minded to turn in their completed log sheets before 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 12, to be eligible to win prizes donated by 
local businesses as part of the MacGrove/Summit Hill Moves 
program. The log sheets may be dropped off in the offices of 
the Macalester-Groveland Community Council, Summit Hill 
Association, Grand Avenue Business Association or any spon-
soring Grand Avenue merchant. Residents may enter up to 
three log sheets and need not be present to win. For informa-
tion, call the SHA office.

Annual meeting and elections—The SHA board of direc-
tors will hold its annual meeting and elections on Thursday, 
October 8, at the Linwood Recreation Center. One-third of the 
board’s seats will be up for election. Candidates must submit a 
short biographical statement about themselves, their interests 
and why they would like to serve as a member of the board. To 
learn more about the benefits and responsibilities of serving as 

a board member, call the SHA office or visit its website.
Board meeting set—The SHA board of directors will hold 

its next meeting at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, August 13, at the Lin-
wood Recreation Center. For an agenda and information, call 
the office or consult the website.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Neighborhood cleanup—Volunteers are needed to help 
with the Union Park District Council’s fall cleanup from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, September 26, at the State Fair-
grounds parking lot off Larpenteur Avenue. Two shifts are 
available—7:00 to 11:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Break-
fast, snacks, beverages, lunch and a voucher for free disposal 
will be provided free to all volunteers. To volunteer, contact 
Julie Oney at julie@unionparkdc.org or call 651-645-6887. 

Board members sought—The Union Park District Council 
is seeking candidates to serve on its board of directors. Candi-
dates must reside, own property or own a business within the 
grid they seek to represent and must file a petition signed by 20 
residents from that area (but only one signature per address). 
Petition forms are available from the council’s office and must 
be returned by September 22. Twelve directors will be elected 
this year: representatives for grids 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 15 and 16; 
at-large residential directors for Merriam Park and Snelling-
Hamline; and at-large directors for nonprofit organizations 
and businesses. Call the district office for more information.

Annual meeting—The UPDC will adopt a “green” theme 
for its annual meeting on Thursday, October 8. The free event 
will include updates from local city representatives, informa-
tion on coordinated garbage hauling, and composting with 
worms. For information, call the district council office.

Smart Trips—The Smart Trips Union Park program is now 
in full swing and there are lots of ways for residents to partici-
pate. Upcoming events include a walk at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, 
August 8, leaving from Trotter’s Café, 232 N. Cleveland Ave.; 
a basic bike repair workshop at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 
12, at Now Bikes & Fitness, 75 N. Snelling Ave.; and a “Get on 
the Bus!” workshop at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, August 15, from 
Snelling and Laurel avenues. Every household in the district 
can order a free Smart Trips Kit, which includes a calendar, 
coupon book, walking and biking maps, a customized transit 
itinerary and a pedometer. Kits may be ordered at www.smart-
trips.org/kit or by calling 651-224-8555, ext. 22. 

Pizzazz in Lex-Ham—The Lex-Ham Community Theater 
will present the comedy Pizzazz by Hugh Leonard on August 
6-9 at O’Gara’s Garage, at Concordia University and again 
at the Minnesota Irish Fair. For information, visit www.lex-
hamarts.org/theater/200908/Show0908.htm.

District Council News

Dan Thiede led a bike ride from the  Merriam Park Library to the Midtown Greenway on 
July 29 to kick off more than a dozen Smart Trips tours and workshops that will be held 
in Union Park through November. PhoTo by ANNe brANDrUD
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ST. PAUL SENIOR COMMUNITIES
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE

Osceola Place
260 Osceola Ave. (St. Clair & 35E)

651-228-1042

Graham Place

Call for
Summer Specials!

1745 Graham Ave. (West 7th & Davern)
651-699-8500

* Income restrictions apply www.aaapartments.com

$850• Exceptional value – rents from
• Residents 55 years and better!

• Resident activity programs
• Beautiful spacious floorplans
• Extensive amenity packages
• Award winning communities

The following calls were gathered from re-
cent Community Watch reports by the Ramsey 
County Sheriff ’s Department. For weekly crime 
reports by neighborhood from the St. Paul Po-
lice Department, visit http://stpaul.gov/index.
asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park 
Burglary—A home on the 1900 block of 

Worcester Avenue was broken into at about 
10:30 p.m. Friday, July 3.

—A stereo and jewelry were taken from 
a home on the 1100 block of South Howell 
Street between noon and 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 7. 

—A laptop computer was taken from a 
home on the 500 block of Montrose Lane 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 8.

—A home on the 1800 block of Munster 
Avenue was burglarized at about 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, July 10. 

—A home on the 600 block of South Griggs 
Street was burglarized between noon and 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 12.

Theft—Two male suspects stole $700 worth 
of food and merchandise from Lunds on Ford 
Parkway at around 9:30 p.m. Friday, July 3.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 400 
block of South Snelling Avenue between 4:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Monday, July 13.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary— Two boys were seen leaving the 

scene of an attempted burglary on the 1100 
block of Ashland Avenue at about noon Fri-
day, July 10. The resident was home when she 
heard a loud noise and saw one juvenile trying 
to lift the air conditioner out of the window. 
The suspects fled on foot, but were appre-
hended by police. 

Theft—A car was stolen at Dunlap Street 
and University Avenue between 11:30 p.m. 
Saturday and 12:15 a.m. Sunday, July 4-5.

—A 42-year-old Minneapolis man was ar-
rested for theft at the SuperTarget on Univer-
sity Avenue at about 5:30 p.m. Saturday, July 4. 
He was also booked for sex offender registra-
tion violations.

Assault—A caller reported that a person 
had been stabbed at Arnellia’s Bar, 1183 Uni-
versity Ave., at about 2:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 8. Police could not locate a victim or sus-
pect. A week later, shots were fired outside the 
bar around 12:30 a.m. and again at 2:00 a.m.

Miscellaneous—A 21-year-old Minneapo-
lis man was arrested for rioting and obstruc-
tion at a soccer tournament at Central High 
School at about 9:30 p.m. Friday, July 3.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Numerous items were stolen 

from a home on the 1500 block of Osceola Av-
enue between 8:30 and 11:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 8. The resident was home at the time. 

—A home on the 2000 block of Palace Av-
enue was broken into between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Friday, July 10.

—A laptop computer was stolen from a 
home on the 1900 block of Goodrich Avenue 
between 1:30 and 3:00 a.m. Saturday, July 11. 
The resident was home at the time. 

Theft—A theft from auto occurred near 
Snelling and Lincoln Avenues between 1:00 
and 4:00 p.m. Monday, July 13.

Merriam Park
Burglary—Numerous items were stolen, 

including several guns, from an apartment on 
the 400 block of North Fairview Avenue be-
tween June 26 and July 3.

—A home on the 1800 block of Dayton Av-
enue was burglarized at about 2:00 a.m. Tues-
day, July 7. 

—A home on the 400 block of North Cre-
tin Avenue was burglarized between 5:00 and 
7:00 a.m. Thursday, July 9.

—Two laptop computers and other items 
were taken from a home on the 1600 block of 

Concordia Avenue between 10:30 p.m. Friday 
and 1:00 a.m. Saturday, July 10-11.

Theft—A car was stolen on the 1800 block 
of St. Anthony Avenue between 9:00 p.m. 
Monday and 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, July 13-14.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 2100 
block of Iglehart Avenue between 10:00 p.m. 
Monday and 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 13-14.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 400 
block of Pierce Street between 8:00 p.m. Tues-
day and 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, July 14-15.

Summit Hill
Burglary—A home on Benhill Road was 

broken into at about 2:30 p.m. Monday, July 6.
—A residence on the 1000 block of Grand 

Avenue was broken into at about 9:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 6. The resident was home at the 
time. The suspect then went to the parking 
garage and stole a bicycle.

—A burglary occurred at the Grand Hill 
Professional Building, 333 Grand Ave., be-
tween noon and 3:00 p.m. Monday, July 6. 

—The University Club, 420 Summit Ave., 
was burglarized between midnight and 6:00 
a.m. Saturday, July 11.

Summit-University
Robbery—A man was arrested for rob-

bery and assault on the 1000 block of Carroll 
Avenue at about 2:00 a.m. Tuesday, July 7. He 
had allegedly robbed and assaulted a woman 
on the 900 block of Concordia Avenue about 
a half an hour earlier.

—AA Avenue Grocery, 682 Selby Ave., was 
robbed at gunpoint at about 10:30 p.m. Mon-
day, July 13.

Burglary—A home on the 400 block of 
North Lexington Parkway was broken into 
between 2:00 p.m. Friday and 5:00 p.m. Sun-
day, July 3-5. 

—Cash was stolen from the register at Solo 
Vino, 517 Selby Ave., at about 4:00 a.m. Tues-
day, July 7.  

—A home on the 900 block of  Dayton 
Avenue was burglarized at about 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 8. 

—Salir A La Luz Gallery, 165 N. West-
ern Ave., was burglarized at about 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 8. 

—Two televisions were stolen from a home 
on the 1000 block of St. Anthony Avenue be-
tween 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 9. 

—Keys were stolen from the home and 
then used to steal the victim’s car on the 400 
block of Portland Avenue between 1:00 and 
3:00 p.m. Sunday, July 12. 

—A home on the 600 block of Portland Av-
enue was burglarized between 7:30 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday, July 13.

Theft—A wallet containing a large amount 
of cash was stolen at the Rondo Library, 461 
N. Dale St., between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 11.

West End
Burglary—Many valuable items were tak-

en from a home on the 100 block of Douglas 
Street between June 29 and July 3. 

—Bicycles were stolen from an under-
ground garage on the 300 block of Spring 
Street between July 5-19, and a condominium 
building was burglarized on the 400 block of 
Spring Street between July 10-13.  

Assault—A man reportedly hit his girl-
friend on the head with a frying pan on the 
700 block of Stewart Avenue at about 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, July 8. He was also wanted 
for sex offender registration violations. 

Sex crime—A 46-year-old St. Paul man 
was arrested for indecent exposure  on the 500 
block of Jefferson Avenue at about 9:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9.

—A man was cited for indecent exposure 
at a laundromat on the 600 block of West 7th 
Street at about 3:30 p.m. Friday, July 10. He 
was waiting with no pants on while the ones 
he had been wearing were in the washing ma-
chine.

Crime Report
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Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10am to 5pm, Sat 10am to 4pm

1399 St. Clair

Food

Let’s get right to the point: My potato salad has had prob-
lems. Lest you think I’m being too hard on myself, you 
should know that I’m not wild about my mother’s potato 

salad either. Or my sister’s. Or my neighbor’s down the street. 
Most restaurant potato salads are adequate at best. And given 
the odds, I might not go nuts over your potato salad, though 
I’m too polite to say so to your face.

Obviously, I’m picky about potato salad. Vinaigrette-dressed 
salads are often too assertive, and mayonnaise-based salads 
can be flat-out dull. I love the taste of onions, but I don’t like 
the texture of raw ones. Without onions, potato salad can be 
bland. With them, it’s like biting into a land mine. A reasonable 
person might throw in the towel. But giving up on potato salad 
would be un-American—like spitting on the flag, or wishing 
Cornwallis had won because the queen looks good in ermine. 

For years I failed to get a great potato salad on my plate, 
though I couldn’t get it out of my mind. My ideal potato salad 
would be creamy but full of flavor, with fresh herbal notes and 
a fair amount of crunch. It would serve as a cool counterpoint 
to rich grilled meats or a smoky BLT. It wouldn’t aim to be the 
star of the meal, but it wouldn’t just lay there either. 

So last summer when I met Debbie Moose, a recipe writer 
whose book on potato salad was about to go to press, I stum-
bled over myself to request a copy. Her book, Potato Salad: 65 
Recipes from Classic to Cool, provides loads of inspiration and 
some ground rules worth repeating: 

• Use waxy potatoes like baby reds or Yukon golds, which 
hold their shape better than russets.

• Cook potatoes in their skins so they absorb less water, and 
cook only until a knife can be easily inserted. (Overcooking 
leads to mealy, crumbly potatoes.)

• Refrigerate the salad for several hours or overnight to al-
low the flavors to meld. 

Had these rules been codified into law, I’d have to plead 
guilty on every count. I’ve used any potato within arm’s reach, 
and I’ve often overcooked them. More important, I’ve short-
changed the time necessary to let the flavors meld. After all, 

on nights when my loftiest ambition was to throw some dogs 
on the grill, I wasn’t likely to have planned a day ahead for the 
side dish. More often than not, the potato salad was an after-
thought. And consequently, it always tasted that way. 

Can a good potato salad be made on shorter notice? A video 
I found gave me hope. After slicing warm potatoes, the cook 
plopped them into a generous bath of vinegar and water. With-
in minutes, the potatoes absorbed the liquid. She then dressed 
them in standard-issue, store-bought mayo, parked the bowl 
in the fridge and declared that in two hours she’d have the ul-
timate potato salad.

Armed with this information, I attempted my first potato 
salad of the season. I boiled a couple of Yukon golds for 20 

minutes or so, and while they were still too hot for any sane 
person to handle, I roughly sliced them, then poured the vine-
gar and water over the heap. The potatoes didn’t absorb all the 
liquid as promised, so after half an hour, I drained the excess, 
added chopped celery and parsley and stirred in a dressing of 
mayo and sour cream spiked with a glob of mustard.

In the time it took to start the grill and blister some brats, I 
served the salad. Though I wouldn’t have given it raves, I cer-
tainly would’ve given it credit. The spuds may not have soaked 
up all the liquid, but they did soak up some flavor. Here was 
a creamy salad with a little pop. With newfound optimism, I 
snagged several bags of red potatoes (the kind sold as “b” size) 
and informed my family that in the coming weeks they’d be 
eating a lot of potato salad. 

Since then, I began to think of the vinegar solution as “brin-
ing” the potatoes, and since brine often includes additional 
flavors, I wondered what other tastes I might infuse. Since I 
like a balance of sweet with sour, I started adding sugar. Dry 
(and sometimes prepared) mustard went into the mix. Since 

Home Fires
By Jo Marshall

Shortcut to sustaining  
an American tradition

A salad made with potatoes brined in vinegar and combined with herbs.  photo by jAnet hostetter
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If potato salad has a pinnacle, I wouldn’t 
say I’ve scaled it. But I can now join the 
ranks of cooks who, when asked to bring 
potato salad to a picnic, needn’t feign a 

sudden lethal allergy to the sun. 
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You’ll have reason to smile more radiantly 
than ever with the advanced dentistry techniques 
now being employed in Highland Park by Dr. R.J. 
Fischbach and his staff.

Dr. Fischbach’s is one of only 3% of all dental 
offices in the nation that are using the latest CEREC 
CAD/CAM technology. The dental restorations Dr. 
Fischbach and his staff perform can now be done in a 
single appointment.

CEREC stands for Chairside Economical 
Restorations of Esthetic Ceramics. CAD/CAM stands 
for Computer Aided Design/Computer Assisted 
Modeling. CAD/CAM dentistry is the process by 
which the dentist first takes an infrared picture of your teeth. The picture 
is transmitted directly to a computer where the teeth are designed right 
in front of your eyes, eliminating entirely the need for uncomfortable 
impressions and temporary restorations. The computer then sends the 
designed teeth by wireless technology to a milling machine, which grinds 
the fillings, crowns or veneers.

The finished restorations are widely regarded by dentists nationwide 
as the most aesthetic, comfortable and long-lasting, and they are far 
superior to composite, silver or gold restorations.

Dental patients today are increasingly asking for metal-free 
restorations. Dr. Fischbach and his staff employ many alternative 
materials in CAD/CAM technology, including Leucite, Ceramic, 
Zirconia, Glass Ceramic, Feldspar Ceramic, Fine Grain Translucent 
Porcelain, and Yttrium-Stabilized Zirconium. The wide range of 
materials allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to select the one that is best suited 
for you. Most other dentists use a technique that fits all patients with just 
one material.

CAD/CAM dentistry was originally developed for making single 
crowns. This technology can now be used to make bridges, inlays and 
onlays (fillings), veneers and even gold crowns. These all can be done 
without impressions and if not fabricated at the appointment, can be 

fabricated in a day or two. CAD/CAM technology 
also allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to save teeth that 
most other dentists would extract.

Dr. Fischbach and his staff are in the business 
of saving teeth, re-establishing function and 
perfecting glowing smiles. They are also in the 
business of educating their patients. Dr. Fischbach’s 
office has movies of almost every dental treatment 
available. The short movies can be burned to a CD 
and given to you to take home and review with 
family members before any decision is made. The 
explanations of the various treatments are also 
available on Dr. Fischbach’s website at

www.fischbachdentistry.com.
Dr. Fischbach, Dr. Susan Olson and their staff of 10 participate in 

almost all insurance Preferred Provider Organizations in order to help 
you control the cost of dentistry.

To learn more about what the leading edge in local dentistry can offer 
you, Dr. Fischbach and his staff invite your inquiries anytime.

	 483 Brimhall Street	 	 651-698-0848
(On the corner of Randolph Avenue and Brimhall Street,

one block east of Snelling Avenue)
www.FischbachDentistry.com

Staff member Tammy explains CEREC

Dr. R.J. Fischbach: the Leading Edge
in Local Dentistry

A perked-up potato salad
I wanted a creamy potato salad with a little more kick. 

And I wanted it fast. 
I got it by slicing boiled potatoes and steeping them 

while still warm in an acidic solution, a technique I came 
to think of as “brining.” Six to eight “b” size red potatoes, 
with the additional ingredients, will serve four gener-
ously. For that quantity, I started with a solution of 1/4 to 
1/3 cup each of vinegar and water. To balance the acidity, 
I added a tablespoon or more of sugar plus a teaspoon of 
salt. Other flavors can also be infused. (Think mustard, 
herbs, wasabi.)

For a lemony potato salad, skip the “brine” and use the 
juice and zest of a lemon. Pickle juice is also worth a try. 
Or simplest of all, just sprinkle the potatoes with a table-
spoon or more of good cider, balsamic or wine vinegar 
straight from the bottle. 

Cut potatoes into quarter-inch slices while still warm. 
To maximize absorption, spread them in a baking dish 
and top them with liquid. Steep them for half an hour or 
more. If there’s a lot of excess liquid, pour it off. To avoid 
crumbling the potatoes, combine the dressing with all 
other ingredients—celery, eggs, onions, pepper, herbs, 
etc.—then gently fold in the potatoes.

Since you’ve infused some flavor into the potatoes, the 
salad won’t require hours in the fridge to be tasty, but as 
with anything containing mayo, it should be chilled until 
serving.  

— Jo Marshall

History Pub Crawls continue to embark at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays this summer from 
the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Next up for the two-hour pub crawls are 
visits to St. Paul’s West End on August 5, down-
town St. Paul on August 12 and the Summit 
Hill neighborhood on August 19. A trolley 
will take participants age 21 and older to the 
pubs. The cost is $20 to $25. Drinks are not 

included, but drink specials will be available 
at participating bars. For more information, 
call 651-259-3000 or visit www.minnesota 
historycenter.org.

“Preserving Summer in a Jar,” a class on 
the basics of canning, will be offered at 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, August 12, at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The 

class will focus on small-batch canning and 
preserving using the hot water bath method. 
Pickling brines for dills, breads and butters, 
and beets will be taught along with making 
jam and salsa. The cost is $10-$15. Register by 
August 10 by calling 651-698-0751.

Ways to preserve fruit and vegetables to 
last through the winter will be presented in 

a do-it-yourself program from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, August 15, at the Art and 
Architecture Building, 3338 University Ave. 
SE. in Minneapolis. Chef Nick Schneider will 
demonstrate innovative recipes for preserved 
food and distribute delectable samples. The 
program is sponsored by the Minnesota His-
torical Society. The cost is $15-$20. For more 
information, call 651-259-3000.

Tidbits

For a quicker way to make a flavorful salad, soak the 
potatoes in a brine of vinegar or lemon juice.

photo by janet hostetter

vinegar tames the bite of raw onion, I started sneaking some 
in, very finely diced. I found that I actually liked it, though my 
daughter, who’s even more adverse to raw onion than I am, de-
clared it “evil on a plate.” So I tried adding large slices of onion 
and fishing them out before composing the final salad. The 
taste was subtle, but it was there.

Additional ingredients varied. Maybe a fistful of chopped 
fresh parsley or chives or a bunch of dill. The crunch of the cel-
ery might be replaced with that of radish or red bell pepper. If 
I felt like it, I added pickle relish. The dressing might be mostly 
mayo or sometimes mayo and sour cream. Often I’d boil eggs 
along with the spuds, but on hot days when the air conditioner 
was already groaning, I’d nuke the potatoes and skip the eggs.

One night when we were having walleye for dinner, I doused 
the potatoes with the zest and juice of a lemon. Later, I found a 
recipe that recommended sprinkling the warm potatoes with 
vinegar alone, which I tried with white balsamic. On both oc-
casions, the results proved tasty. 

Ramsey Hill humorist Garrison Keillor recently penned an 
essay that cited homemade potato salad as an “endangered 
menu item,” lamenting that families gathering around “plastic 
buckets of yellowish muck bought at a convenience store” were 
teaching their children that “accomplishment doesn’t matter.” 

Accomplishment does matter, of course, whether it’s great 
achievements or small things done well.

If potato salad has a pinnacle, I wouldn’t say I’ve scaled it. 
But I can say that I’ve joined the ranks of cooks who, when 
asked to bring potato salad to a picnic, needn’t feign a sudden 
lethal allergy to the sun. For me, that’s an accomplishment.

Let the picnic begin.

17b potato SaLaD
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/August 5
The Lake hiawaTha Neighborhood 
Festival will be held from 5:00 to 8:30 this 
evening at Lake Hiawatha Park, 2701 E. 
44th St., Minneapolis. The wading pool is 
closed, but an inflatable water game will 
be brought in so kids should bring their 
swimming suits. There also will be pony 
rides, a health fair, a caricaturist, canoe rides 
on the lake, kids’ games, hair painting, face 
painting, inflatables, sand castle building, a 
talent contest and a family fitness challenge. 
Vendors will be selling ice cream, walleye, 
pizza and more. Call 612-370-4930 or visit 
www.lhrc.freeservers.com/festival.htm.

a GaraGe SaLe will be held from 7:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today and from 7:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. tomorrow at St. Mary’s Home, 
1925 Norfolk Ave. Enter the building 
through the handicap-accessible entrance 
near the patio.

a FULL MOON waLk around 
the Coldwater Spring area of South 
Minneapolis will be offered at 7:00 this 
evening. The spring is accessible from the 
54th Street parking lot off Hiawatha Avenue 
just south of Minnehaha Park. Visit www.
friendsofcoldwater.org.

Thursday/August 6
aN aNxieTy aNd PaNic support 
group is being offered by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness of Minnesota at 
6:30 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays 
of each month at Gloria Dei Church, 700 
S. Snelling Ave. Call 651-645-2948 or visit 
www.namimn.org.

The LeSSard-SaMS OUTdOOr 
Heritage Council, which is charged with 
making recommendations on how to 
spend the state’s new sales tax to protect 
wetlands and forests, will hold a planning 
meeting from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. today 
in the Minnesota State Retirement Systems 
Building, 60 Empire Drive. Public input 
will be taken during the last hour. It is 
anticipated that about $75 million will 
be available for appropriation during the 
next legislative session. The discussion 
on specific funding requests will begin in 
October. Visit www.lohc.state.mn.us.

Friday/August 7
The GUy exPO will make its debut today 
and tomorrow at St. Paul RiverCentre. The 
expo will feature 13 different themed exhibit 
halls, along with a Guy’d Book to help find 
demonstrations, a wing-eating contest with 
contestants dressed like Elvis, a Miss Guy 
Expo crowning, an Augtoberfest, sports 
team-sponsored contests and giveaways, 
a Best Buy “Man Cave,” a Lowe’s Home 
Improvement Pavilion and more. Hours 
are from 3:00 to 8:00 this evening and 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. tomorrow. Admission is  
$12 for adults and free for children 12 and 
younger. Visit rivercentre.org.

Saturday/August 8
a Free cLaSS on Sharing and Editing 
Digital Photography will be offered from 
1:00 to 3:00 this afternoon at the Central 
Library, 90 W. 4th St. Participants will 
explore Flickr (www.flickr.com) and Picnik 
(www.picnik.com), two popular Websites 
that allow people to edit and share their 
digital photos. Call 651-266-7000, ext. 5, to 
register. 90 W. 4th St.

civiL war weekeNd activities will 
take place from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
today and tomorrow at Fort Snelling. 
The weekend will feature special tours, 
costumed staff, artifact displays, weapon 
firing demonstrations, Civil War re-
enactors, dance and more. Admission is 
$5.00-$10. Call 612-726-1171.

a Free craFT acTiviTy will be 
offered at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
today at Fort Snelling to help participants 
learn about Minnesota’s role in the Civil 
War. The hour-long program is offered 
as part of the fort’s Civil War Weekend. A 
drawing to win a free American Girl doll 
will be held at 4:30 p.m. Children may 
register in person during the craft sessions. 
Call 612-726-1171.

a TiNy circUS ShOw and workshop 
will be offered from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
today at the Minnesota History Center, 
345 W. Kellogg Blvd Participants will 
explore stop motion animation with Carlos 
Ferguson, short animations developer for 
Tiny Circus.  The cost is $15-$20. Call 651-
259-3015.

FOrT SNeLLiNG STaTe Park will offer 
birding for beginners at 11:00 this morning. 
Binoculars and bird guides will be available. 
A program on Minnesota snakes will take 
place at 2:00 this afternoon. Call 612-725-
2724 to register.

Sunday/August 9
FOrT SNeLLiNG STaTe Park will 
offer a program on aquatic invertebrates at 
11:00 a.m., life in ponds from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. and a fish seining program at 2:00 p.m. 
today. Call 612-725-2724 to register.

a FaMiLy PicNic aNd BarBecUe 
will be hosted by the Temple of Aaron Men’s 
Club from 1:00 to 4:00 this afternoon on 

the temple grounds, 616 S. Mississippi River 
Blvd. The all-you-can-eat event includes 
grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, Boca Burgers, 
corn, watermelon and refreshments. The 
cost is $7.50-$12, or a maximum of $35 for 
families. Indoor seating will be available in 
case of rain. Call 651-698-8874.

Tuesday/August 11
The MeNTaL heaLTh Association 
of Minnesota will help celebrate its 70th 
anniversary by hosting “Learning to 
Cope: Managing Stress During Tough 
Times” at 6:00 this evening at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
Dr. Ronald Groat and a guest will present 
and answer questions on managing stress 
and maintaining mental health during the 
recession. There also will be hors d’oeuvres 
and a silent auction to raise money for 
the organization. Tickets are $10-$15 in 
advance or $15-$20 at the door. Call 651-
698-0751 or visit www.mentalhealthmn.org.

The cOMO-Midway La Leche 
League will discuss nutrition and weaning 
during its meeting at 7:00 this evening. 
Current and expectant mothers are invited 
to attend with their babies and toddlers. 
Call 651-659-9527 for location.

a cONverSaTiONaL SaLON featuring 
an open discussion will be held from 6:30 
to 8:30 this evening at the Mad Hatter’s Tea 
House, 943 W. 7th St. The salon is free, but 
donations are requested for the program 
and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

NOOkS aNd craNNieS TOUrS of the 
James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave., will 
be offered at 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. today and 
on Tuesdays, August 18 and 25. Explore the 
back staircases, dust chutes, silver vault and 
more on this 90-minute behind-the-scenes 
tour of the mansion. Visitors will see the 
top-floor attic with original theater, take 

the back stairs to the basement, view the 
coal storage area and take a tour of the gate 
house overlooking Summit Avenue. The 
cost is $6.00-$10. Call 651-297-2555.

The ST. PaUL hikiNG cLUB will meet 
at 7:30 this evening at the intersection 
of Cleveland and Sargent avenues for a 
hike through the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood. Call 651-455-0052.

Wednesday, August 12
The LONGFeLLOw GardeN cLUB 
will meet from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3207 
37th Ave. S., Minneapolis. Simba Blood of 
the Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed 
District will speak on invasive plants 
and the strategies used to combat them. 
Meetings are free and open to the public.

The MeTrOPOLiTaN cOUNciL will 
hold a meeting to discuss construction jobs 
along the Central Corridor light-rail line for 
Hmong business owners at 6:00 this evening 
at Lao Family Community of Minnesota, 
320 University Ave. Call Lu Hang at 651-
645-6777 by August 6 to register.

GrOveLaNd NiGhT OUT will take 
place at 6:00 this evening at Groveland Park, 
2045 St. Clair Ave. The evening will include 
live music, root beer floats, a moon bounce 
and an outdoor showing of the movie 
Madagascar 2. In case of rain, the movie will 
be shown in the Groveland School gym. 
Participants are asked to bring a donation 
for the Hallie Q. Brown food shelf. For 
information, call the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council office at 651-695-4000.

Thursday/August 13
aN eNGLiSh aFTerNOON Tea will be 
held this afternoon, with seatings from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m., at the American Association 
of University Women’s St. Paul Branch, 990 
Summit Ave. The tea will feature three-
course dining and entertainment. The cost 
is $30 in advance and $35 at the door. Call 
651-633-8839.

Friday/August 14
view FOrT SNeLLiNG STaTe Park 
on a bicycle at 2:00 this afternoon. The 
park has miles of trails to explore without 
ever having to climb a hill. Bicycles will be 
available for free use during the program. 
Call 612-725-2724 to register. 

Saturday/August 15
a MiLiTary day caMP will be 
conducted from noon to 4:00 p.m. today at 
Fort Snelling. Kids ages 8-13 will join the 
5th Regiment and learn about the lives that 
were led by U.S. soldiers during the 1820s. 
After the campers “enlist,” they will have 
a soldier’s lunch, march and drill, practice 
loading a cannon, and watch musket and 
cannon firings. The cost is $40-$45. Call 
612-726-1171 

“waLkiNG hOMe,” a fundraiser that 
encourages the public to experience the 
reality of families trying to break the cycle 
of homelessness, will be held from noon to 
3:00 this afternoon at the Family Place, 244 
E. 10th St., and selected sites throughout 
downtown St. Paul. The finish line will 
be at the Cosmopolitan Apartments, 250 

A taste of 
Highland Fest

Johanna Balas, Madeline 
Stein and Jasmine Bolden 

shared a gyros sandwich on 
the opening night of High-

land Fest on July 17. At right, 
the local musical duo Don 

and Doreen entertained on 
the Pinehurst Bank stage. 

PHotoS By BrAD StAuFFer
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dick & tom distad
651-690-8516

Luke waLbert
651-695-3474

sue johnson
651-329-1264
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1226 Wellesley
The sellers of this charming turnkey Mac-Groveland home 
saw the great opportunity in this market to sell and buy up! 
The tax credit for first time buyers is creating opportunities 
for "first time home SELLERS" too! If you would like simi-
lar results with a great marketing plan, give me a call!

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

1364 eleanor ave.
Nicely updated and beautifully maintained home! Spacious 
living room, dining room and kitchen, 3-season porch and 
deck with southern exposure, plus main floor office/den 
space. Updated bath, nicely finished level, 2-car garage, 
many mechanical updates. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

Perfect Paradise!
Over 3 spectacular acres with woods & pond! Elegant 
brick masterpiece boasts fabulous kitchen, main floor 
family room, sparkling sunroom. Luxurious owner's suite, 
lovely views! 7 Roanoke. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $995,000

your best value!
Handsome 3-bedroom, 3-bath in a magical Mendota 
Heights setting! Park-like lot, across from the golf course. 
Walk-out family room, private owner's suite, 2 fireplaces. 
704 Bachelor Ave.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $269,900

Premiere offering!
Classic 3+ bedroom, 3-bath with updated charm! Lovely 
hardwood flooring & natural woodwork. Sunny kitchen 
with granite, skylight, main floor family room, 2 fireplaces, 
location. 1682 Mississippi.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $450,000

Historic englisH gotHic
This 1909-built home on a double lot is rich in architec-
tural detail. Stately & gracious, this 6,000 sq. ft home 
features gorgeous woodwork, leaded glass windows, a 
grand stairway and 6 working FPs. CA, 3-car garage and 
elegant gardens. 495 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,395,000

enjoy carefree living!
Open and spacious 2-level condo with private outside 
entrance, 2+ BRs, 2 baths, underground heated park-
ing, lots of storage space, many upgrades, and a huge 
patio extends living space to the outdoors. 820 Emerald 
St. #123.

bobbi Levitan
651-247-1437 • $229,800

neW Price – crocus Hill
4-BR on lovely lot. Hardwood floors, main floor sunroom, 
fireplace in living room, natural woodwork, large dining 
room w/built-ins, 2-car garage.

aLice dickinson & jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9620 • 651-282-9625 • $435,000

cHarming farmHouse
on 2½-acre lot in Mendota Heights. 4 BRs, 3 baths, 
beautiful 1st floor family room, hardwood floors, updated 
kitchen, large screened porch, 2 fireplaces, majestic 
treets & more.

aLice dickinson & sarah kinney
651-282-9620 • 651-282-9621 • $755,000

gorgeous HigHland 2-story – best buy
Immaculate, 3 huge BRs, fabulous natural wdwk. & floors, 
main floor family room, office/library with ½ bath, sunny 
eat-in kitchen with sliding door to patio, new bath plumb-
ing, many updates, new price! You can't beat this one.

gary fabeL
651-282-9613 • $369,900

just listed!
3 BRs, 2 updated baths and remodeled kitchen located 
just off West 7th. Master suite with porch overlooking the 
yard. Just move in and enjoy.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
612-730-7470 • $184,900

amazing value!
1585 Pinehurst Ave.: This charming 3-bedroom Cape 
Cod features in eat-in kitchen with custom cabinets, enter-
tainment-sized living and dining rooms, sun room, 2 stone 
fireplaces, hardwood floors, and all-new windows.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $329,900

just listed!
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment-sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard and 
double garage.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $369,900

dt urban oasis
Great first time buyers home. Award winning home with 
cityscape views. 100% owner occupied. 15 oversized 
windows, 2 underground garages, private gardens and 
dog friendly park. Corner home offers large loft space and 
a bonus office and large MBR. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $235,500

arcHitectural digest beautiful
This condo home was completely gutted and rebuilt in 
the past two years. NEW EVERYTHING. Top of the line 
kitchen with Jenn-Aire, Miele and LG. Two baths that will 
make you and your guests say "WOW." 1,600 sq. ft. with 
private 2-car garage. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $347,500

live on tHe avenue
Be in the heart of Restaurant Row. Walk to Mango's, 
Frosts's, La Grolla, Cheeky Monkey, and Sweeny's, not to 
mention the Mississippi Co-op. Stunning all-new granite 
& cherry kitchen. 2-car gar., LL could be a MBR or FR, 2 
BRs on main level, 2 baths, FP. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $259,500

Wilder Park end unit
1181 Edgcumbe Rd. #801 is a rare end unit with 1,040 
sq. ft. Gracious living room, spacious dining room, 2 BRs, 
2 baths, 3 great views & lower level garage. 55+ building 
offers party room, guest suite, library, exercise room, hot 
tub, sauna & security building.

Pat mcgiLL crs
651-695-4311 • $108,000

sunfisH lake
Private & serene, this lakeshore property includes a 1980-
built 2,494 sq. ft. Contemporary located just steps to the 
water. An open floor plan, vaulted ceiling, & a wall of glass 
doors provide lovely views. 3 BRs, 3 baths, 4.82 acres. 
345 Salem Church Road.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $900,000

just listed!
Well maintained rambler close to the Village, airport and 
the river! 3 BRs, 2 baths, updated mechanicals and beau-
tiful perennials! See it before it's gone. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
612-730-7470 • $214,900

1736 scHeffer avenue
Classic 1930 Tudor on fantastic block in Highland. 4 BRs, 
2 baths. Excellent condition. Newly renovated kitchen & 
main floor bath. Vintage woodwork and hardwood floors. 
All new windows. Wonderful deck and screened porch.

t. j. Pierret
651-755-6669 • $449,900

1170 fairmount avenue
is one-of-a-kind – you may think you are in a Tuscan chalet 
or Beaver Creek, Colorado – but you will want to see this. 
Exceptional high-end renovation. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
fabulous master suite. Unusually private setting. 

LoLLy saLmen crs • rosemary mcneeLy crs
651-690-8582 • $719,900

stunning uPdates
Wow! Wow! Wow! Look at this gorgeous cherry kitchen! 
Absolutely updated and charming West St. Paul home on 
a quiet street. Spacious flat and fenced backyard, huge 
garage, newly finished upper level, numerous updates! 
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland Park
1991 ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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By Jane McClure

The Zoning Committee of the St. Paul 
Planning Commission voted 5-2 on 
July 30 to rezone the mixed-use com-

mercial and residential building at 841 Grand 
Ave. from BC (business-converted) to B-2 
business. The new zoning would allow the 
property’s owners, East Mall Associates and 
Wengler Family Limited Partnership, to 
have both properties at the northeast corner 
of Grand and Victoria under the same zon-
ing classification. It would also allow for 841 
Grand Ave. to be combined with the Victoria 
Crossing East property.

The rezoning recommendation goes to the 
full Planning Commission on August 7, and 
then to the St. Paul City Council for final re-
view and approval.

City staff had recommended against the re-
zoning, as did the Summit Hill Association’s 
Zoning and Lane Use Committee. City staff 
cited inconsistency with the Summit Hill Plan 
as a reason against the rezoning.

For the SHA, how the property will be used 

in the future was the overriding concern, and 
the committee voted 4-1 against the rezoning. 
The building currently has two apartments on 
the second floor and a retail store on the main 
floor.

SHA executive director Jeff Roy said the lack 
of information on future plans for the prop-
erty was the primary factor in the committee’s 
recommendation to deny the rezoning. “We’re 
extremely uncomfortable with that,” he said. 
“We believe we need to have some type of 
practical project on the plate.”

Attorney Jim Lynden, who represented the 
property owners, said there are no plans for 
the property at this time and that the owners 
do not need to have a plan before a zoning 
change is sought. Besides, Lynden said, there 
are enough zoning controls in place, including 
an East Grand Avenue zoning overlay district, 
to ensure that any future redevelopment does 
not result in a land use that is incompatible 
with the surrounding neighborhood.

According to Bill Wengler, who with his 
brother Jim owns East Mall Associates, the 
rezoning is being sought primarily to have the 

same zoning classification as Victoria Cross-
ing East.

East Mall Associates was created by the 
Wengler brothers when they developed Vic-
toria Crossing East, which opened in Decem-
ber 1980.

“For many years the Wenglers were the 
planning and economic development depart-
ment for Grand Avenue,” Lynden said, not-
ing that the Wenglers “set the tone” for much 
of the redevelopment on Grand during the 
1980s with their conversion of vacant auto 
dealerships

East Mall Associates bought 841 Grand 
Ave. in 2004. The building has parking on its 
north and east sides that it shares with Victo-
ria Crossing East.

For the SHA and city staff, the loss of a 
BC-zoned property on Grand is seen as in-
consistent with the Summit Hill Plan. The 
district plan calls for preserving properties 
zoned BC and discouraging the rezoning 
of properties for more intensive uses. BC  
zoning, former known as B2-C, was created 
in the 1980s to allow for the conversion of 

houses to commercial or mixed commercial-
residential use.

Some Planning Commission members 
questioned whether the district plan’s provi-
sions were intended to mean that there should 
never be rezoning on Grand. “I’m kind of left 
with ‘change nothing’ when I read this,” said 
commissioner Rich Kramer.

Other commissioners said the zoning 
should not be changed. “I’d rather see rein-
vestment in the building,” said commissioner 
Steve Gordon.

A Zoning Committee motion to follow the 
staff recommendation to deny rezoning failed 
3-4, with commissioners Gordon, George 
Johnson and Kathi Donnelly-Cohen for and 
Kramer, Michael Marguiles, Carole Faricy and 
Gladys Morton against. A motion to approve 
the rezoning then passed 5-2 with Kramer, 
Marguiles, Donnelly-Cohen, Morton and 
Faricy for, and Gordon and Johnson against. 
Commission chair Brian Alton recused him-
self from the discussion and vote because as 
an attorney he also represents East Mall As-
sociates on legal matters.

Committee favors East Mall rezoning, despite SHA objections

Filing cabinets and office chairs will 
be replaced by fitness equipment and 
workout space as a result of a 16-space 

parking variance that was unanimously ap-
proved by the St. Paul Board of Zoning Ap-
peals (BZA) on July 27 for the new Crossfit of 
St. Paul, 470 N. Cleveland Ave. The variance 
was granted despite concerns about how the 
fitness center will affect parking in the area. 

Highland Park resident John M. Jones 
wants to open Crossfit on the first floor of 
the building that once housed Hunt’s Office 

Furniture. The furniture store required 14 off-
street parking spaces, and Crossfit requires 
30. City staff recommended approval of the 
16-space variance, as did the Union Park Dis-
trict Council’s Land-Use Committee.

Crossfit will occupy 6,900 square feet of the 
building. Renovation will be needed before 
it can open. No opening date has been an-
nounced.

John Hardwick of the BZA staff noted 
that Crossfit will limit the size of its classes, 
so parking should not be an issue. The fit-

ness club’s clients will only attend sessions by  
appointment.

“I feel confident that we’re not going to 
have issues with parking,” Jones said. Crossfit 
patrons will be able to use off-street parking 
south and east of the building. That parking 
will be shared by Soulflower, an on-line jewel-
er located on the upper floor of the building.

The building and an adjacent one at 461 
Wilder St. are owned by Judd Fulford Proper-
ties. A condition placed on Crossfit’s parking 
variance is that there be a formal easement be-

tween the two commonly owned properties 
to provide better access to the parking space 
on the east side of the building. 

Jones said Crossfit will limit class sizes to a 
maximum of 10. He anticipates that the great-
est demand for classes and parking spaces will 
be in the early morning and late afternoon. 
Personal training will also be offered.

The business will be the first Crossfit in St. 
Paul. The company has more than 1,000 affili-
ates worldwide, with four other centers in the 
Twin Cities.

BZA grants parking variance for Crossfit fitness center in Merriam Park
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1226 Wellesley
The sellers of this charming turnkey Mac-Groveland home 
saw the great opportunity in this market to sell and buy up! 
The tax credit for first time buyers is creating opportunities 
for "first time home SELLERS" too! If you would like simi-
lar results with a great marketing plan, give me a call!

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

1364 eleanor ave.
Nicely updated and beautifully maintained home! Spacious 
living room, dining room and kitchen, 3-season porch and 
deck with southern exposure, plus main floor office/den 
space. Updated bath, nicely finished level, 2-car garage, 
many mechanical updates. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

Perfect Paradise!
Over 3 spectacular acres with woods & pond! Elegant 
brick masterpiece boasts fabulous kitchen, main floor 
family room, sparkling sunroom. Luxurious owner's suite, 
lovely views! 7 Roanoke. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $995,000

your best value!
Handsome 3-bedroom, 3-bath in a magical Mendota 
Heights setting! Park-like lot, across from the golf course. 
Walk-out family room, private owner's suite, 2 fireplaces. 
704 Bachelor Ave.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $269,900

Premiere offering!
Classic 3+ bedroom, 3-bath with updated charm! Lovely 
hardwood flooring & natural woodwork. Sunny kitchen 
with granite, skylight, main floor family room, 2 fireplaces, 
location. 1682 Mississippi.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $450,000

Historic englisH gotHic
This 1909-built home on a double lot is rich in architec-
tural detail. Stately & gracious, this 6,000 sq. ft home 
features gorgeous woodwork, leaded glass windows, a 
grand stairway and 6 working FPs. CA, 3-car garage and 
elegant gardens. 495 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,395,000

enjoy carefree living!
Open and spacious 2-level condo with private outside 
entrance, 2+ BRs, 2 baths, underground heated park-
ing, lots of storage space, many upgrades, and a huge 
patio extends living space to the outdoors. 820 Emerald 
St. #123.

bobbi Levitan
651-247-1437 • $229,800

neW Price – crocus Hill
4-BR on lovely lot. Hardwood floors, main floor sunroom, 
fireplace in living room, natural woodwork, large dining 
room w/built-ins, 2-car garage.

aLice dickinson & jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9620 • 651-282-9625 • $435,000

cHarming farmHouse
on 2½-acre lot in Mendota Heights. 4 BRs, 3 baths, 
beautiful 1st floor family room, hardwood floors, updated 
kitchen, large screened porch, 2 fireplaces, majestic 
treets & more.

aLice dickinson & sarah kinney
651-282-9620 • 651-282-9621 • $755,000

gorgeous HigHland 2-story – best buy
Immaculate, 3 huge BRs, fabulous natural wdwk. & floors, 
main floor family room, office/library with ½ bath, sunny 
eat-in kitchen with sliding door to patio, new bath plumb-
ing, many updates, new price! You can't beat this one.

gary fabeL
651-282-9613 • $369,900

just listed!
3 BRs, 2 updated baths and remodeled kitchen located 
just off West 7th. Master suite with porch overlooking the 
yard. Just move in and enjoy.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
612-730-7470 • $184,900

amazing value!
1585 Pinehurst Ave.: This charming 3-bedroom Cape 
Cod features in eat-in kitchen with custom cabinets, enter-
tainment-sized living and dining rooms, sun room, 2 stone 
fireplaces, hardwood floors, and all-new windows.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $329,900

just listed!
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment-sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard and 
double garage.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $369,900

dt urban oasis
Great first time buyers home. Award winning home with 
cityscape views. 100% owner occupied. 15 oversized 
windows, 2 underground garages, private gardens and 
dog friendly park. Corner home offers large loft space and 
a bonus office and large MBR. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $235,500

arcHitectural digest beautiful
This condo home was completely gutted and rebuilt in 
the past two years. NEW EVERYTHING. Top of the line 
kitchen with Jenn-Aire, Miele and LG. Two baths that will 
make you and your guests say "WOW." 1,600 sq. ft. with 
private 2-car garage. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $347,500

live on tHe avenue
Be in the heart of Restaurant Row. Walk to Mango's, 
Frosts's, La Grolla, Cheeky Monkey, and Sweeny's, not to 
mention the Mississippi Co-op. Stunning all-new granite 
& cherry kitchen. 2-car gar., LL could be a MBR or FR, 2 
BRs on main level, 2 baths, FP. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984 • $259,500

Wilder Park end unit
1181 Edgcumbe Rd. #801 is a rare end unit with 1,040 
sq. ft. Gracious living room, spacious dining room, 2 BRs, 
2 baths, 3 great views & lower level garage. 55+ building 
offers party room, guest suite, library, exercise room, hot 
tub, sauna & security building.

Pat mcgiLL crs
651-695-4311 • $108,000

sunfisH lake
Private & serene, this lakeshore property includes a 1980-
built 2,494 sq. ft. Contemporary located just steps to the 
water. An open floor plan, vaulted ceiling, & a wall of glass 
doors provide lovely views. 3 BRs, 3 baths, 4.82 acres. 
345 Salem Church Road.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $900,000

just listed!
Well maintained rambler close to the Village, airport and 
the river! 3 BRs, 2 baths, updated mechanicals and beau-
tiful perennials! See it before it's gone. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
612-730-7470 • $214,900

1736 scHeffer avenue
Classic 1930 Tudor on fantastic block in Highland. 4 BRs, 
2 baths. Excellent condition. Newly renovated kitchen & 
main floor bath. Vintage woodwork and hardwood floors. 
All new windows. Wonderful deck and screened porch.

t. j. Pierret
651-755-6669 • $449,900

1170 fairmount avenue
is one-of-a-kind – you may think you are in a Tuscan chalet 
or Beaver Creek, Colorado – but you will want to see this. 
Exceptional high-end renovation. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
fabulous master suite. Unusually private setting. 

LoLLy saLmen crs • rosemary mcneeLy crs
651-690-8582 • $719,900

stunning uPdates
Wow! Wow! Wow! Look at this gorgeous cherry kitchen! 
Absolutely updated and charming West St. Paul home on 
a quiet street. Spacious flat and fenced backyard, huge 
garage, newly finished upper level, numerous updates! 
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland Park
1991 ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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Please call or stop by our convenient location
for an informational brochure.

(651) 690-5497

• Experienced Clinician • Personalized Prompt Care
• Affordable • Perfect for Self-Employed
• High Quality Service • Sedation Techniques as Needed

Is your adolescent/teen NOT brushing? 
Ask about “Toothbrush Boot Camp!”

Established 
1983

“Have you seen a TV Smile?”
tv-smiles.com

Alpha
Dental Plan

Fine Dental Care
at a great value!

Dr. Tom’s Unembellished Photo

542 S. Snelling  |  Highland Park  |  St. Paul, MN  |  651.690.5497

10491 165th Street W • Lakeville, MN
(952) 435-1898

1571 Century Point • Eagan, MN
(651) 686-6225

Better Teaching, Better Skills!!
Gear up for Summer by booking a 
session of  Great 8 or Fantastic 5
set of swimming lessons at
Minnesota’s Orginal School of
Aquatic Education.

Visit familyswim.com

• Excellence in Swimming Instruction •

FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL

ROYAL
SHADE &
AWNING

CO.
We measure and install

all    kinds of shades
and awnings.

Specialists in custom-made
decorator shades

FREE
QUOTATIONS

FEATURING
Hunter Douglas

Products
244 So. Fairview

651699-0530

6th St. Participants will be guided to a 
series of locations that families visit to get 
what they need, including medical care, 
legal assistance and clothing, during their 
time of homelessness. The total distance 
will not exceed three miles. Register as an 
individual (raise $100 or more) or as part of 
a team of six (raise $1,000 or more). There 
is a $10 entry fee but no minimum pledge 
requirement for walkers under age 13. Visit 
www.famplace.org/walk.html. 

Story time tourS will be offered at 
10:00 this morning and on Tuesday, August 
18, at the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit 
Ave. Tour the mansion and listen to turn-
of-the-century children’s stories, including 
Rapunzel on the terrace, Puss in Boots in the 
library and more. The program is designed 
for preschool through first-grade children 
accompanied by an adult. The cost is $5.00. 
Call 651-297-2555 

A bike ride through Fort Snelling State 
park will be offered at 10:00 this morning. 
The 9-mile ride will take in the sites of 
former Dakota Indian villages, U.S. military 
camps and railroads, with stops along the 
way. A limited number of bikes are available 
for use. Call 612-725-2724 to register.

NAtioNAl relAxAtioN dAy will be 
celebrated today at the James J. Hill House, 
240 Summit Ave., with a tour focusing on 
relaxation during the Gilded Age at 4:30 
p.m., followed by a relaxation class led by 
life coach Beth Freschi at 5:30 p.m. The cost 
is $12. Call 651-297-2555.

A City of meNdotA walking tour will 
be offered at 10:30 this morning beginning 

at the Sibley House Historic Site in 
Mendota. Walkers will explore the original 
landmarks in one of the oldest towns in the 
state, see historic photographs and hear how 
the town evolved from its beginning as an 
early 19th-century fur trading center. The 
cost is $4.00-$6.00. Call 651-452-1596.

Sunday/August 16
fort SNelliNg StAte PArk will offer 
a program on Geocaching 101 at 11:00 this 
morning. A limited number of GPS units 
will be available. A river fishing program 
will be offered at 1:30 p.m. Participants will 
learn what fish need to survive and how to 
identify them. After practicing casting, they 
will fish from the shore of the Mississippi. 
Call 612-725-2724 to register.

Tuesday/August 18
A CoNverSAtioNAl SAloN will be 
held from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening at the 
Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 943 W. 7th St. 
Karin Winegar, author of Saved: Rescued 
Animals and the Lives They Transform, will 
be the featured guest. The salon is free, but 
donations are requested for the program 
and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

the St. PAul hikiNg Club will meet 
at 7:30 this evening at Highland Pointe 
Condominiums, 1800 Graham Ave. Call 
651-455-0052.

Wednesday/August 19
A ChAt with the librAriAN will 
be held at 2:00 this afternoon in the theater 
meeting room at the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Refreshments will 
be served. Call 651-695-3700.

19b the kIoSk
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Learn to LearnLearn to Learn
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Reading and spelling troubles can be difficult, 
but they don’t have to be permanent! Call

Learn to Learn is a private tutoring center
specializing in the Barton Reading and Spelling

System®, an Orton-Gillingham influenced method
supported by independent scientific research.

Contact us at 651-699-5668 or
info@dyslexicsolutions.com

By Bob Gilbert

River’s Edge Academy, St. Paul’s 
newest charter high school, 
will focus on the city’s great-

est natural resource, the Mississippi 
River, when it opens next month at 
188 W. Plato Blvd., adjacent to Har-
riet Island and just a block from the 
riverbank of America’s longest wa-
terway.

Its college-prep curriculum is 
based on the Expeditionary Learn-
ing Schools Outward Bound model, 
which is used by about 150 schools 
across the United States. The tu-
ition-free school plans to use hands-

on expeditions in conjunction with 
academic studies to tap into the 
extensive learning opportunities 
that come with being so close to the 
river. So far, the school has enrolled 
70 students in grades 9-11. Twelfth 
grade will be added next year. 

“Charter schools are meant to 
have innovative programs and fo-
cused missions,” said River’s Edge 
executive director Meghan Cavalier, 
who has been developing the school’s 
educational programs for the past 
15 months. “The curriculum we’re 
offering is hands-on learning that’s 
engaging and relevant.

“The expeditionary learning 

model we’ve chosen is more than 
just studying; it focuses on char-
acter development and getting to 
know oneself,” she said. “The model 
also instills a sense of community 
that builds relationships among stu-
dents, their families and their teach-
ers.” 

Cavalier, a former secondary 
principal and science teacher at 
Bethany Academy, said she had no 
trouble attracting applicants for the 
school’s four teaching positions.  
All of the teachers have master’s 
degrees and will go through at least  
15 days of professional development 
in expeditionary learning methods 

annually. 
“Everybody who goes through 

expeditionary training says it’s ideal 
and how teaching should be done,” 
Cavalier said. “Our teachers go 
through professional development 
as a team so that students hear the 
same language when they go from 
classroom to classroom.” 

As an independent charter 
school, decisions on hiring staff, 
building design and curriculum are 
made on site. The state funds char-
ter schools just like public schools, 
awarding from $5,000 to $7,000 per 
student based on a formula. Extra 
money is given for kids with special 

needs, English language learners, 
and those who qualify for free and 
reduced-priced lunches. 

River’s Edge is one of 20 schools 
sponsored by the Audubon Cen-
ter of the Northwoods. Located in 
Sandstone, the environmental cen-
ter provides a facility where schools 
may send students for organized 
outdoor experiences. 

Former Central High School bi-
ology teacher Dawn Clawson and 
assistant principal Ken Hanson co-
founded River’s Edge. Their vision 
is to offer a small learning commu-

Education

Down by 
the riverside
Charter school taps learning 
potential along the Mississippi

Samantha Martin, 15, collects snail shells on the banks of the Missis-
sippi while attending a River’s Edge Academy event at Hidden Falls.

RIVeR’S eDge c23

Teacher P. C. Clymer and River’s Edge Academy recruits leave the shores of the Mississippi in Hidden Falls 
Park on July 27 as part of an ice-breaker for staff and students of the new charter school. PHoToS by bRAd STAuFFER
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2051 Larpenteur Ave E, St. Paul, MN

Classes begin August 31.  Apply now!
Contact the Office of Admission, 651-747-5577.

www.moundsparkacademy.org

…an independent,
PreK-12, co-educational,

college preparatory
school in Saint Paul

serving students from
your neighborhood and

across the Twin Cities
area.

Students develop high
ethical standards and

create relationships that
support a community of

high academic
achievement.

nity focused on science, the river 
and the environment in general. 

“At Central, it didn’t take me long 
to realize that the curriculum there 
was teacher-driven rather than stu-
dent-driven,” said Clawson, a High-
land Park resident. “Teachers were 
the font of all the information and 
students were not greatly involved 
in what they were learning.

“College students have to work 
independently and I felt I wasn’t 
preparing my students for that,” 
she continued. “Too many students 
were graduating with D’s. Some-
thing different needed to be done.” 

Jeanne Morris, a Merriam Park 
resident, is sending her 10th-grade 
son, John, to River’s Edge in Sep-
tember. Morris read about the pro-
posed school in a magazine several 
years ago. She attended informa-
tional sessions and chose the school 
because she thinks her son will do 
better at a small high school. 

“Large public high schools are 
not for everyone,” Morris said. “I 
think my son needs more one-
to-one attention. He’s also excited 
about the environmental focus. He 
has a passion for the outdoors and 
hands-on learning suits him better 
than sitting in a classroom.” 

River’s Edge is opening at a time when some 
charter schools have come under fire for low 
tests scores and financial mismanagement. 
However, Cavalier believes that despite some 
problems, charter schools are a good use of 
public funds and are the wave of the future. 

“Standard educational systems were created 
for one type of student and that’s changing as 
more and more immigrant families and peo-
ple of color come into our community,” Cava-
lier said. “Schools like ours meet the needs of 
these students. 

“Charter schools are the direction that edu-
cation is heading because they have innova-
tive curricula and keep things local,” she said. 

With the graduation rate of St. Paul public 
school students below 70 percent, school of-
ficials at River’s Edge aim is to improve tests 
scores and graduation rates with a positive 
school culture. 

The school’s goal also is to have a mix of 
students that reflects St. Paul’s demographics. 
Though school officials were hoping to at-
tract more Hispanic students, especially given 
River’s Edge’s proximity to the West Side, they 
have enrolled a diverse population of white, 
Somali, Hmong, African-American and spe-

cial-needs students. 
The student body includes students who 

have not been successful in the past. School 
officials are banking on the idea that more 
hands-on learning projects will engage them.  

“In the end, it all comes down to a high-
quality education,” Cavalier said. “If you want 
to play football and be on the cheerleading 
squad, this probably isn’t the school for you. 
But this model works because it inspires stu-
dents so they want to learn.” 

River’s Edge Academy will hold an open 
house at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, August 6. Stu-
dent orientation will be held from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Friday, August 21. For more in-
formation, call 651-234-0150 or visit www.
riversedgeacademy.org.

Impromptu fishing gear is scrutinized by Stephen 
Stangl, 14, who baited a found hook and line with 
live bait on the shores of Hidden Falls Park.
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“If you want to play football and 
be on the cheerleading squad, 
this probably isn’t the school 

for you. But this model works 
because it inspires students so 

they want to learn.” 
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fall semester
begins August 24

Saint Paul College is an equal opportunity employer and educator and a member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system.

www.saintpaul.edu
call 651.846.1700 or visit 

th Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

ST. JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL OF MUSIC

450 N. Syndicate St., Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55104

651-690-4364

stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net

Music lessons and classes for all
ages and levels, master teachers, best

value in the Twin Cities.

…where the joy
and spirit

of music are
brought to lives
young and old.
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• Grades 9 - 12 • Small Student/Teacher Ratios
• Minnesota's First Tuition-Free, Public, Co-ed

Military (JROTC) School

JJJJJoin us for our Open Houses:oin us for our Open Houses:oin us for our Open Houses:oin us for our Open Houses:oin us for our Open Houses:
August  5th, 19th, and Sept. 2nd

6:00-8:00 p.m.6:00-8:00 p.m.6:00-8:00 p.m.6:00-8:00 p.m.6:00-8:00 p.m.

KnoKnoKnoKnoKnowledgewledgewledgewledgewledge, Leadership,, Leadership,, Leadership,, Leadership,, Leadership,
DisciplineDisciplineDisciplineDisciplineDiscipline, Character, Character, Character, Character, Character

A charter school preparing the leaders of the future.

33 E. Wentworth Ave.,
West St. Paul MN 55118

651-776-8776
www.vesseyacademy.org

Enroll NEnroll NEnroll NEnroll NEnroll Nooooow!w!w!w!w!

August  5th, 19th, and Sept. 2ndAugust  5th, 19th, and Sept. 2nd

Last January, Longfellow 1st-grader Lanaiia Brown re-
flected on a question posed by teacher Laura Clausen.

Photo By Brad Stauffer

Longfellow comes up short
elementary opens final year as St. Paul public school

By Kevin Driscoll

The St. Paul Public Schools will 
open a new school year on Tues-
day, September 8, but for two of 

its elementary schools it will be the last 
school year. Longfellow Humanities 
Magnet School in Merriam Park and 
Roosevelt West Side School of Excel-
lence will close their doors at the end of 
the 2009-10 term, if not for good, at least 
for the foreseeable future. 

The School Board voted to close the 
two schools on July 21, saving the school 
district about $2 million per year. At the 
same meeting, the School Board voted 
not to close Sheridan Elementary School 
on the East Side, but to give itself anoth-
er 10 months to choose a third elemen-
tary school to close to make up for the 
$500,000 that closing Sheridan would 
have saved.

The school closings are part of the 

school district’s plan for Large Scale Sys-
tem Changes, which was developed over 
the past two years. A related proposal to 
restructure the district’s school choice 
system has been tabled until April 2010. 

The closing of Longfellow and Roos-
evelt is technically only for three years, 
according to school district chief of 
schools Nancy Stachel. However, their 
programs as currently constituted are 
unlikely to be resurrected, she said.

“The future use of those facilities will 
be examined along with any changes in 
the structure of the school choice sys-
tem,” Stachel said. “We want to continue 
working with the Longfellow and Roos-
evelt communities to look at every op-
portunity we have to enrich the lives of 
their students.”

Longfellow, Roosevelt and Sheridan 
had been singled out for closing based 
on the condition of their buildings, the 
number of students they had in rela-

tion to their capacity, and their success 
at meeting state and federal goals for 
academic progress during the 2007-08 
school year. When Sheridan staff and 
parents protested, citing awards for stu-
dent achievement going back nine years, 
district administrators agreed to con-
sider student performance in the 2006-
07 school year as well. By that measure, 
Sheridan fared much better, and the 
School Board voted 6-0 not to close it.

Though the vote to close Longfellow 
was unanimous, School Board member 
Keith Hardy voted against closing Roos-
evelt. “I just think Roosevelt is in a loca-
tion where a viable school should be,” he 
said, “and I’m not comfortable, based on 
many factors, with Roosevelt being one 
of the schools to be closed first.” How-
ever, when Hardy was asked what other 
school he would recommend closing, he 

LoNgfeLLoW’S LaSt YeaR  c26
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By Kevin Driscoll

One of Minnesota’s top-rated charter 
schools, Nova Classical Academy 
has opened a second campus at 426 

Osceola Ave., the former site of Twin Cit-
ies Academy and St. Francis de Sales grade 
school. Nova’s new campus will house grades 
6-9 this year, but over the next three years it 
will expand into a full middle school and 
high school. Moving the 150-plus students 
in grades 6-8 from Nova’s original campus 
at 1668 Montreal Ave. will also free up space 
for some of the 322 students who are on the 
school’s waiting list.

“This is an important milestone for Nova,” 
said Simon Fung, one of the school’s founders 
and a member of its board. “This takes us to 
the next and final level of providing a com-
plete classical education to our students.”

Nova was chartered as a K-12 school when 
it opened in the fall of 2003 with grades K-6. 
The intent was to expand one grade per year, 
but a lack of space and other factors forced the 
school to move more slowly in that regard, 
according to Brian Bloomfield, Nova’s new 
executive director and its former director of 
curriculum and instruction. 

Nova follows a traditional classical educa-
tional structure known as the trivium. The 
first element of the trivium is called grammar. 
Taught in the elementary school, it includes 
components of each subject area and their 
mechanics. Logic, which is the relationships 
among those parts and their organization 
into a whole, is taught in each subject in the 
middle school. Rhetoric, the ability to apply 
that knowledge to solve a problem, express an 
opinion or create something new, is taught in 
the high school.

Nova is leasing the new school building 
from the St. Frances de Sales/St. James Com-
munity at a rate that is “below the state average 
for charter school building rental costs,” ac-
cording to Bloomfield. Nova also saved some 
money in the move to the new campus. “We 
were going to hire professional movers, but 
Governor (Tim) Pawlenty’s unallotments and 
holdbacks led us to find a less expensive way,” 
Bloomfield said. School staff and a group of 
parents and other volunteers performed the 
task between July 6 and 15. “In the meantime, 
we’ve hired new teachers and they’re training 
this summer for the classical style of educa-
tion,” Bloomfield said.

Nova’s returning middle school teachers 
are excited about moving to the new build-
ing, according to Jason Belter, a middle school 
science teacher and board member at Nova. 
With more lab space and new science equip-
ment, Belter said, “we’ll be able to conduct ex-
periments on plant genetics and life cycles.” 

The new campus also has “a real gym,” 
which appealed greatly to the 9th-graders who 
toured the building recently, according to Bel-
ter. “They were 8th-graders last year and were 
frustrated by the pillars in the gym in the old 
building,” he said. “Now there’ll be no pillars 
and there’s a stage, too. Plus, there are bigger 
lockers for the students and just more breath-
ing space. They, and we teachers, are also glad 
to get out of the (portable classrooms) we’ve 
been crammed into for the last two years.”

Nova will have use of the Church of St. Fran-
cis for events, and the school is hoping to take 
advantage of nearby Palace Recreation Center 
to develop an intramural sports program.

Almost all of Nova’s teachers have master’s 
degrees in their respective subject area, and 
the students consistently meet or exceed all 
state and federal standards for achievement. 
Last year 86 percent of Nova students were 
deemed proficient in math and 93 percent in 
reading on state standardized tests. 

The new upper school campus will have a 
total of 190 students in grades 6-9 this year. 
Nova’s lower school has had two classrooms 
and between 40 and 52 students per grade, 
but this fall a third classroom will be added in 
each of grades K-3, according to Belter.

Nova leases the lower school campus from 
the Lumen Christi Catholic Community, 
which has not been interested in selling the 
property or offering Nova a long-term lease 
for it. That building was used by St. Gregory’s 
Church and School for many years. 

Nova and Lumen Christi officials are cur-
rently discussing a new lease for the prop-
erty, according to Bloomfield. Meanwhile, 
the Nova board has assigned a committee to 
search for “land or buildings or other innova-
tive ways to ultimately reconsolidate all of our 
students on one site,” Fung said. “Interaction 
among the grades is a critical component of a 
classical education.”

“We all want eventually to be together as 
a whole school because it better fits our mis-
sion,” Belter said. “But at least the upper and 
lower school campuses are close together, so 
we’ll be able to maintain good contacts with 
each other.”

Nova Classical Academy instructor Susan Whalen led a summer seminar for 9th-graders 
at the new upper-school campus, where reference books had yet to be shelved.

Photo by brAd StAuffer

Nova’s universe is expanding with 
2nd campus for classical academy

The new upper school 
campus will have a total of 
190 students in grades 6-9 

this year. Nova’s lower school 
has had two classrooms and 
between 40 and 52 students 

per grade, but this fall a third 
classroom will be added in 

each of grades K-3.
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5th - 8th Grade
Middle School serving St. Paul’s culturally diverse population

• 15:1 student to teacher ratio in core subject areas
• STEM-focused curriculum integrating Science,

Technology, Engineering & Math
• Great Books shared inquiry methodology

          Call or visit our website for tours,
            application forms or more information.

Now enrolling
grades 5-7 for the 

2009-2010
academic year.

1550 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105
www.laurajeffreyacademy.org
651-414-6000

Are you looking for a smaller, safer
school choice that offers an affordable,

quality faith-based education?

Central lutheran SChool
Preschool-8th Grade

Changing & Shaping Young Lives
One Child at a Time

• Safe, Respectful Environment
• Small Class Size • Financial Aid Available

• Exciting Curriculum Including: Weekly
Science, PE, Music, Art & Computer

• St. Paul Early Childhood Scholarships Accepted
• Sharing the Love of God through Jesus 

in all that we do!

Central lutheran School
775 n. lexington Parkway

651-645-8649 • www.clssp.org

.  Comprehensive K-8 Program with strong Catholic values

.  Educational Specialists in • Art • Music • Performing 
Arts • Spanish • Physical Education • 
Computer • Library Skills

.  Extensive Extracurriculars in Athletics and Enrichment

.  Extra Innings — School Care Program

OPENINGS FOR FALL 2009

By Kevin Driscoll

Governor Tim Pawlenty’s plan 
to delay $1.8 billion in public 
school funding over the next 

biennium has charter schools across the 
state scrambling to secure short-term 
financing. As a way to help balance the 
state budget, Minnesota will be dis-
bursing per-pupil payments in the next 
two fiscal years based on 73 percent of 
those years’ estimated entitlements. The 
remaining 27 percent will be paid in 
smaller increments later in each year.

School districts can tap into property 
tax revenue to make up the difference in 
the short-term. However, that option is 
not available to charter schools, which 
do not receive any property tax money.

“Virtually all 152 charter schools state-
wide are going to have to borrow money 
for the extra funds they need beyond 
the state formula money,” said Eugene 
Piccolo, executive director of the Min-
nesota Association of Charter Schools. 
“That means the holdbacks will cost 
them even more in interest payments 
to the lenders. And they’ll have to tap 
their reserves, too, so they’ll be losing 
the interest they’d earn on that money 
as well.”

“Over the next two years, we’ll have 
to deplete our reserve fund and secure 
credit to pay 100 percent of our bills 
with only 73 percent of our funding,” 
said Nova Classical Academy’s former 
executive director Wendy Swanson-
Choi in a letter to parents last spring. 

According to Nova’s new execu-
tive director, Brian Bloomfield, the St. 
Paul charter school will have to borrow 
$700,000 over the next two years while 
cutting its budget for general supplies 
and new computers, “all at a time when 
we’re just opening our School of Rheto-
ric at a second campus.” 

Avalon Charter School, 1745 Univer-
sity Ave., has “a fund balance to get us 

through the year,” said its program co-
ordinator, Carrie Bakken. “We won’t be 
forced to borrow money from a private 
bank with interest like other charter 
schools.” Nevertheless, the governor’s 
holdback has forced a reduction in 
health benefits for Avalon’s staff, Bakken 
said, “and we will not implement a cost-
of-living pay increase this year.”

“We planned ahead this spring for a 
possible increase in the state holdback,” 
said Alberto Monserrate, who chairs the 
board of Hiawatha Leadership Academy 
in South Minneapolis. Hiawatha negoti-
ated a higher line of credit with its bank 
in anticipation of its increased borrow-
ing needs, but “a 27 percent holdback 
was higher than we anticipated, and it’ll 
increase our borrowing costs substan-
tially,” Monserrate said.

“Obviously, we’d rather use the money 
on teacher salaries and books for the 
kids,” Monserrate said, “but we realize 
we’re in the middle of a recession and 
the state faces a severe budget shortfall.”

Like Avalon, Higher Ground Academy, 
1381 Marshall Ave., has a fund balance 
to weather the delay in state aid, accord-
ing to its director, Bill Wilson. “We were 
fortunate to have a significant increase 
in enrollment this past year, which led to 
a $1 million fund balance,” he said. “But 
we’re still going to lose earned interest 
on that balance, and we’ll have to hold 
teacher salaries at current levels.

“I don’t think Governor Pawlenty was 
aware of the effect this holdback would 
have on charter schools,” Wilson said. 
“School districts have much more bor-
rowing power as public agencies. This 
amount of late payments (of state aid) 
has the effect of outright cuts for charter 
schools.”

“Oh, they knew, they knew,” Piccolo 
said of Pawlenty and his staff. “We were 
in on some of the negotiations prior to 
the governor’s decisions and we told 
his staffers that these holdbacks would 
have a much more significant impact on 
charter schools.”

The Pawlenty administration appears 
to have recognized the need for some 

adjustment to the holdback in state aid. 
In a July 10 memo to all public schools 
in the state, Minnesota education com-
missioner Alice Seagren wrote that, for 
school districts and charter schools in 
statutory operating debt as of June 30, 
2009, and June 30, 2010, the holdback of 
state aid for the ensuing fiscal year will 
be reduced from 27 to 10 percent of es-
timated funding or the amount of their 
debt, whichever is less.

Bill Zimniewicz, director of Jennings 
Experiential High School, 1919 Uni-
versity Ave., welcomed that news. “Our 
school is already in statutory operating 
debt,” he said. “We had to cut staff last 
year, and this year we had to let go of our 
cleaning service and begin cleaning our 
own building.” According to Zimnie-
wicz, Jennings has also cut staff salaries 
for the coming school year. “The lower-
paid staffers took a 5 percent salary cut 
and the higher ones like me took a 10 
percent cut,” he said.

In past years, Jennings led its students 
on extended field trips to Central Amer-
ica and Africa. “Now we stay closer to 
home,” Zimniewicz said. “We recently 
sent a class to Louisiana and Texas to 
help with the continuing effects of Hur-
ricane Katrina.”

Michael Baumann, interim finance 
chief for the St. Paul Public Schools, said 
the school district will not have to bor-
row money or dig into its reserve fund 
to address what he estimates will be $8.6 
million in held-back funds from the 
state for the 2009-10 school year. As for 
the 2010-11 school year, he said it is too 
early to project what the holdback’s ef-
fects will be. 

Meanwhile, the Minnesota Asso-
ciation of Charter Schools is hoping to 
make $12 million to $15 million avail-
able in low-interest loans to charter 
schools, according to Piccolo. “We’re 
surveying which schools need that help 
the most,” he said. “Charter schools can’t 
get state-guaranteed low-interest loans 
like school districts can, but we’re work-
ing to change that since charters are by 
law public schools.”

had no answer. 
The closings of Roosevelt and Long-

fellow saddened Barbara Leaf Som-
mers, a Highland Park resident who sits 
on the Longfellow Site Council. Som-
mers taught in Roosevelt’s Head Start 
program in the summer of 1965 and at 
Longfellow Elementary School in the 
late 1960s. “Both schools have such rich 
histories and serve two great communi-
ties,” she said. 

Sommers said she was particularly 
disappointed that Longfellow’s program 
in classical education will be lost. “Latin 
strengthens students’ English and mem-

orization skills and enriches the teach-
ing of the history of the western world,” 
she said. “Miss Flitch and Miss Smail, 
my two Latin teachers at Central High 
School, made Latin a live language for 
me. It’s my hope that another elemen-
tary school will consider the classical 
method and the teaching of Latin and 
build on the development of those pro-
grams by Longfellow staff.”

Longfellow principal Mark Vander-
steen said he has mixed feelings about 
his school’s eventual closing. “It’s hard 
news to receive, but I understand the 
pickle the school district is in,” he said. 
“The whole country is in it. It just can’t 
be business as usual.”

Vandersteen credited the St. Paul 
School Board for being pragmatic. 
“They were very somber at the July 21 
meeting,” he said. “But they asked the 
most relevant question, too: If not these 
schools, then which ones? Based on the 
criteria they used, Longfellow and Roos-
evelt were high on the list.

“It’ll be a different tone at the school 
this year,” Vandersteen said, “but it can 
still be a beneficial one. I hope we can 
keep the students excited about being in 
school. And they can learn, as anyone 
who has made the transition to middle 
school or high school has learned, that 
change always happens and most often 
it’s for the good.”

24b LoNgfeLLoW’S LaSt YeaR

State holdbacks hit charters hard
Schools have to scramble 
to cover delayed funding
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Learn in small classes    • Free College credit

Get personal attention from caring, well-trained teachers

Participate in a year-round program that helps make up credits

Learn work skills through service learning and real world internships.

Skills for Tomorrow High School
547 Wheeler St. N

St. Paul, MN 55104

If your School doesn’t work,
neither will you!

Now Enrolling Students in Grades 9-12.
For More Infrormation or To Schedule A Visit

Call:
(651) 647-6000

•
•
•
•

651-776-5151 #333
http://cpa.charter.k12.mn.us

• 2007 National Charter
School of the Year

• 2003 National School
of Character

• Academic Program
recognized by US Dept.
of Education

• Peace Education/Ethics
taught and modeled daily

• Music, Art and Choir
• Grades 7-12 Sports
• K-12 Access to Library

and Technology
• All Day Kindergarten
• 3- and 5-day Pre K
• Small Class Size
• Tuition Free

Public Tours:
Wednesday at 9:30 am

Educating mind, body and will for
wholeness and fullness of life for all.

Join us for our...
Oct. 29 .. 15th Anniversary Celebration
Dec. 3 ... Winter Program, 6:30-8 pm
Feb. 25 . 2009-2010 New Student

 Application Deadline
May 20 .. Annual Meeting & Spring

Concert, 6:30-8 pm

Celebrating our 15th Year!

“Concordia Cafe,” a casual evening program to explore the 
full menu of courses for busy adults, will meet from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 12, in E.M. Pearson Theatre at 
Concordia University, 312 N. Hamline Ave. Admission is free. 
For information, visit www.csp.edu/concordiacafe.

Experimental College of the Twin Cities is now accepting 
applications for facilitators for fall 2009 classes. The application 
deadline is Friday, August 21, and most classes will start the 
week of September 28. Call 651-696-8010 or visit www.excotc.
org to learn more.

St. Paul College Continuing Education is now listing 
noncredit courses online, including ones focusing on defensive 
driving, foreign languages and painting as well as career 
certification classes and online learning opportunities. Visit 
www.saintpaul.edu and click on “Classroom Courses” and 
then “Browse Courses.” Copies of the course listings are also 
available by calling 651-846-1783.

Cyber Village Academy in St. Paul has been accredited as 
an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program World 
School. Serving grades 4-8, it is the first charter school in 
the state to receive authorization from the Geneva-based 
organization. The 11-year-old charter school is located on 
Energy Park Drive. It is sponsored by the Minneapolis Public 
Schools. For more information, call David Alley or Lauren 
Odle at 651-523-7170, extension 202.

St. Thomas Academy has promoted 14 juniors to the rank 
of second lieutenant. The new commanders of the school’s 
Corps of Cadets include Danny Abbott, Elliot Badar, Jack 
Clancy, Daniel FitzPatrick, Daniel Freund, John Garry, 
Joseph Graveline, Cody LeMay, Timothy Mannuzza, Conor 
McFadden, Michael Neuberger, Riley Palmer, Michael Riehm 
and Robert Wankel.

Parlez-vous français? You will even better if you take part 
in the weekly French Conversation Circle from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford 
Pkwy. Participants work together on developing their French 
language skills through dialogue, one-on-one conversation, 
reading and quizzes. A native French speaker leads the group. 
All ages are welcome. Call 651-695-3700.

Christian Stokes, a senior at Minnehaha Academy, has been 
named one of Augsburg College’s seven President’s Scholars for 
the incoming freshman class. The scholarships are awarded in 
amounts ranging from $18,500 up to full tuition and are based 
on academics and leadership activities.

Matt Abbott, son of Jane Sevalid and Bruce Abbott of Highland 
Park and a graduate of Highland Park High School, received 
the Allen W. Edson Award from the University of Minnesota-
Morris in recognition of his outstanding contribution to 
campus life at the school, where he graduated this spring with 
a major in biochemistry and a minor in music performance.

COMPAS and Young Audiences of Minnesota merged 
on July 1, forming the state’s largest one-stop shop for arts 
education. The new organization will be called COMPAS, 
with Young Audiences becoming a distinct program within 
the organization. Headquartered at Landmark Center, it 
is expected to serve nearly 600,000 people in 2009-10. Visit 
www.compas.org.

Annie Thompson and Maddy Stella of Macalester-Groveland, 
Elena Ryan of Mendota Heights and Katie Wallick of Apple 
Valley wrapped up taping in July for an episode of the new PBS 
Kids series “SciGirls” that will air nationally in early 2010. The 
episode documents the girls, who are all 8th-graders at Trinity 
School at River Ridge in Eagan, as they investigate turtle 
habitats in Minnesota. Twin Cities Public Television filmed 
the girls at Weaver Dunes in southern Minnesota; the Dodge 
Nature Center in West St. Paul, where they built a floating turtle 
habitat; and Trinity School, where they founded a girls’ nature 
club called BLAZE (Becoming Loyal and Zealous Explorers). 
Other episodes in the series investigate puppet engineering, 
horses, archaeology and dolphins. 

Laura Jeffrey Academy, 1550 Summit Ave., is currently 
accepting applications for students entering grades 5-7 in 
the 2009-10 school year. Call 651-414-6000 or visit www.
laurajeffreyacademy.org.

The Highland Park Senior High School class of 1969 will 
hold its 40-year reunion at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, August 15, at 
the University Club (former St. Paul Athletic Club), 340 Cedar 
St. The cost is $69. Visit www.hphs69.com.

School Notes
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On the Town

  And other                                   good food
656 Grand Avenue   •   651-228-9030

www.tavernongrand.com

Lunch or Dinner
Bring this in to use on any Guest Check of $20.00 or more. Excluding tax & tip.

Valid Sunday thru Thursday, one discount per table. No cash value. Single promotion.
Not valid with happy hour or daily specials.

Expires Sept. 7, 2009 

Gift CertificateOff$5 Off$5

By Judy Woodward

With no end to the recession in sight 
and future cuts to local government 
a virtual certainty, Katherine “Kit” 

Hadley will have plenty of opportunities to savor 
the paradox of more library patrons but fewer 
funds when she starts her new job as director of 
the St. Paul Public Library this week. 

Yet the Macalester-Groveland resident is 
looking forward to the challenge and she has 
some good news for the city’s bibliophiles. 
She said the financial situation facing the St. 
Paul Public Library, though serious, is not as 
grave as the one she faced when she became 
director of the Minneapolis Public Library in 
2003. 

“Minneapolis was in worse shape 
financially, plus the structure of government 
in St. Paul is more conducive to collective 
problem- solving,” said Hadley, 56. According 
to her, St. Paul has another advantage. “I 
think there’s a longer history of support 
throughout the city for libraries,” she said. 
“Discussions and concerns for libraries occur 
among much broader groups of citizens.”

Does that mean that Hadley can guarantee 
that St. Paul residents will not see cutbacks to 
their local libraries during these lean times? 
Probably not, but she believes the pain of 
budget reductions can be eased by embracing 
a strong vision for the library.

For Hadley, developing that vision means 
being fully engaged in all the issues facing 
public libraries. There are the challenges that 
come from running a library in the digital 
age. There is the question of defining what 
the “public” part of the public library means 
in an era where the balance between public 
and private spheres is under debate. And 
there are the special considerations for the 
library in what she called a “community as 
diverse in terms of ethnicity, race, language, 
age, wealth and education as St. Paul.”

With a 2009 budget of about $19 million, 
a staff of nearly 190 full-time equivalent 
employees and almost 180,000 library card 
holders who checked out around 3.3 million 
items this past year, the St. Paul Public 
Library will need a savvy administrator to 
weather the lean times ahead. And Ward 3 St. 
Paul City Council member Pat Harris, who 
chairs the city’s Library Board, believes the 
right person has been chosen for the job.

“I know Kit to be a great leader and 
innovator,” he said. “It’s going to be extremely 

important to think out of the box to maintain 
library hours and materials, and she’s a 
fabulous choice.”

Hadley said it is too early to talk about her 
specific plans for the library, but part of her 
vision may involve redefining the range of 
services it offers. She suggested that libraries 
may move from answering individual 
questions to providing instruction, from 
offering in-person interaction to online 
interaction, from being less passive to being 
more active. 

“Libraries used to simply provide access to 
books,” she said. “Now the library also helps 
strengthen learning and literacy.” 

In the future, Hadley said library services 
may take place in the neighborhood as well 
as in the individual libraries as the city ramps 
up its community partnership and outreach 
efforts. Whatever comes next, Hadley said 
it will include the “physical domain” of the 
public library. Despite the rise of online 
information, she noted, “People are as 
interested in the physical space (of libraries) 
as before. It’s still important to have a public 
space supporting imagination, discovery, 
inquiry. The library is an important part of 
the social cohesion in a community.”

Though Hadley served as the director of 
the Minneapolis Public Library from 2003-
2007 and was widely praised for her role in 
the city-county merger of library services in 
Hennepin County, she is not a librarian by 
training. Most of her professional experience 
has been in legal services and public finance. 

She served as the commissioner of the 
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency under 
two governors and most recently was 
the executive director of Heading Home 
Minnesota, an umbrella organization that 
addresses homelessness. She thinks her 
background gives her advantages in her new 
job. 

“At a big library like the St. Paul Public, 
there are so many wonderful people with 
a deep knowledge of library operations,” 
she said. “I bring experience in leading 

and managing organizations in a political 
environment. That’s a set of experiences 
libraries need more and more as budgets 
get strained and relationships with elected 
officials become more central to the 
(director’s) job.”

Hadley said budgetary pressures only 
increase the importance of making intelligent 
choices in setting priorities for the libraries. 
Is their most important role to function as a 
safe, free, community space, or are they most 
valuable because of the programming and 
services they offer? “Choices in reductions 
depend on the answers to questions like that,” 
she said.

The choices were simpler back in 
Columbus, Ohio, in the ’50s and ’60s when 
Hadley was growing up. She came to the 
Twin Cities in 1977 to attend law school at 
the University of Minnesota and has been 
here ever since. She enjoys weekend getaways 
to a cabin up north, and not surprisingly, 

she loves to read. A recent favorite is Olive 
Kitteridge, Katherine Strout’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel about a cantankerous retired 
math teacher. 

Does she have a favorite book? Hadley 
laughs at the impossibility of making a 
choice, then offers one anyway. “Beloved by 
Toni Morrison is on my top ten list,” she said.

As she looks forward to the challenges of 
her new job, Hadley wants to make it clear 
that libraries, however they may change to 
meet the needs of a changing world, are here 
to stay. To those who think that the Internet 
has made libraries obsolete, she said, “People 
who predict their extinction profoundly 
misunderstand the purpose of libraries. The 
power of the library lies in helping people use 
information they need for jobs, education, 
self-governance and pleasure.

“When we’re all as literate as we need to be, 
maybe then the library will be obsolete,” she 
said, “but we’ve got a long way to go.”

One for the books
Mac-Grove’s Kit Hadley checks in as 
director of the St. Paul Public Library

Kit Hadley, pictured here in the Central branch in dowtown St. Paul, begins a new chap-
ter of leadership for the city’s public library system. PHoto by brad Stauffer

“When we’re all as literate 
as we need to be, maybe 
then the library will be 
obsolete,” she said, “but 

we’ve got a long way to go.”
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FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $395 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 8/31/09
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241

Books
A reading group for teens and ’tweens 
will meet from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Thurs­- 
day, Augus­t 6, in the Hillcres­t Recrea-
tion Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Thos­e 
who are interes­ted in attending are 
invited to pick up a copy of Howl’s 
Moving Castle at the library and read it 
ahead of time, then come and dis­cus­s­ 
the book and watch the animated film. 
Refres­hments­ will be provided. For 
information, call 651-695-3700.

The Central Library Book Club will 
dis­cus­s­ Digging to America by Anne 
Tyler on Augus­t 13. The club meets­ at 
10:30 a.m. on the s­econd Thurs­day of 
each month in the 4th floor meeting 
room of the library, 90 W. 4th St. 
Participation is­ free, and everyone is­ wel-
come. Call 651-266-7000, extens­ion 5.

Students in a creative writing work-
s­hop at the Jewis­h Community Center 
will read their poetry and pros­e in an 
“Afternoon of Reflections­” beginning 
at 2:00 Tues­day, Augus­t 18, at the JCC, 
1375 St. Paul Ave. A reception with 
refres­hments­ will follow the free event.

“Rose Reverie,” a garden poetry work-
s­hop and tea, will be offered from 10:00 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, Augus­t 22, 
at Terrace Horticultural Books­, 503 St. 
Clair Ave. Julie Golds­tein will hos­t. The 
fee of $36.50 includes­ materials­, tea and 
pas­tries­. To regis­ter, call 651-292-8496.

Dance
Cassandra Shore and her Jawaahir 
Dance Company will pres­ent a program 
of traditional and contemporary Middle 
Eas­tern Dance from Augus­t 13-23 at 
the Southern Theater, 1420 Was­hington 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis­. Turath wa Jadid 
(Arabic for traditional and new) will be 
performed to the live accompaniment 
of the Georges­ Lammam Ens­emble. 
Show times­ are 7:30 p.m. Wednes­day 
and Thurs­day, 8:00 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 7:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets­ 
are $29. Call 612-340-1725.

Exhibits
“Minnesota’s Greatest Generation,” a 
6,000-s­quare-foot exhibit that revis­its­ 
the Great Depres­s­ion, World War II 
and the pos­twar boom, is­ on view at 
the Minnes­ota His­tory Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Admis­s­ion is­ $10, $8.00 
for s­eniors­ and s­tudents­, $5.00 for 
children ages­ 6-17. Call 651-259-3000.

“Wolves and Wild Lands in the 21s­t 
Century,” an exhibit by the Interna-
tional Wolf Center on the increas­ingly 
fragmented habitat for wolves­ in North 
America, is­ being dis­played through 
Augus­t 23 at the Bell Mus­eum of 
Natural His­tory, 17th and Univers­ity 
avenues­ in Southeas­t Minneapolis­. 
Admis­s­ion is­ $5.00, $3.00 for s­tudents­ 
and s­eniors­, and free for all on Sundays­. 
Call 612-624-7083.

Painter, photographer and graphic 
des­igner Steven David Clark is­ s­howing 
his­ computer-enhanced lands­capes­ 
through Augus­t 27 at the Jewis­h 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
Admis­s­ion is­ free.

“Intersections: Where Art and Fas­hion 
Meet,” a pairing of art works­ and des­ign-
er fas­hions­, is­ being dis­played through 
November 1 at the Golds­tein Gallery 
in McNeal Hall, 1885 Buford Ave. 
Admis­s­ion is­ free. Call 612-624-7434.

“Minnesota Botanical,” artwork 
that ranges­ from exquis­ite s­cientific 
illus­trations­ to abs­tract interpretations­ 
of natural forms­, will be dis­played 
from Augus­t 8 through 30 at the 
Grand Hand Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. 
Featured artis­ts­ include Paul Bens­on, 
Karen Engelbrets­on, Mark Granlund, 
Joan LaVine, Mary Anne O’Malley, 
Roz Stendahl, Jini Was­hburn, Kevan 
Willington and Jo Wood. An opening 
reception will be held from 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, Augus­t 8. For 
information, call 651-312-1122.

“America’s Best Idea: A Photographic 
Journey Through Our National Parks­” 
will be offered from Augus­t 8 through 
October 4 at the Bell Mus­eum of 

Natural His­tory, 17th and Univers­ity 
avenues­ in Southeas­t Minneapolis­. 
Featured will be panoramic prints­ of 
America’s­ 58 national parks­ taken by 
noted lands­cape photographer Stan 
Jors­tad. Admis­s­ion is­ $5.00, $3.00 for 
s­eniors­ and children ages­ 3-16, free 
to kids­ under 3 and free for all on 
Sundays­. Call 612-624-7083.

Film
Journey 12,460 feet below the North 
Atlantic Ocean and view the wreckage 
of the world’s­ mos­t famous­ s­hipwreck 
in Titanica, being s­hown through 
January 3, 2010, in the Science Mus­eum 
of Minnes­ota’s­ Omnitheater. The IMAX 
film features­ s­tunning images­ of the 
Titanic where it has­ res­ted s­ince April 
1912, when the luxury liner s­truck an 
iceberg and s­ank about 400 nautical 
miles­ s­outheas­t of Newfoundland. 
Detailed images­ of the wreck are 
juxtapos­ed with archival photos­ of 
the s­hip. Tickets­ are $7.50, $6.50 for 
children ages­ 4-12. Call 651-221-9444.
A “Doctor Who” Discussion Group 
will meet from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thurs­-
day, Augus­t 20, at the Highland Park 
Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. The group 
will watch an epis­ode of the TV s­how 
and then dis­cus­s­ it. Call 651-695-3700.

Music
“Nine Nights of Music,” a s­eries­ of free 
concerts­ beginning at 6:30 p.m. Tues­-
days­ on the plaza outs­ide the Minnes­ota 
His­tory Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd., 
continues­ with the Charmin Michelle 
Swing Band on Augus­t 4 and prizes­ 
for concert-goers­ dres­s­ed in the bes­t 
1940s­-era threads­; the Hindus­tani, 
Banglades­hi and jazz rhythms­ of 
Jantri on Augus­t 11; klezmer by Yid 
Vicious­, Augus­t 18; and Cyril Paul and 
the Calyps­o Monarchs­, Augus­t 25. 
Ins­tructors­ from Tapes­try Folkdance 
Center will be on hand to teach the 
appropriate dance s­teps­. Bring a lawn 
chair, pack a picnic s­upper or purchas­e 

The Metropolitan 
Ballet will pay tribute 
to the storied Ballets 
Russes with a pro­
gram of works by the 
revolutionary troupe 
on Friday and Satur­
day, August 7 and 8. 
Dancers Etoile Tatiana 
Berenova, Ramon Thie­
len, Andrei Jouravlev 
and Andrei Vassiliev 
will be featured in the 
classic “Les Sylphides,” 
“Le Spectre de la Rose,” 
“The Fairy Doll,” “Blue 
Bird,” “The Dying Swan,” 
“Polovtsian Dances” 
and the new work, “Ni­
jinski’s Last Dance.” The 
show begins at 8:00 
p.m. in O’Shaughnessy 
Auditorium at the Col­
lege of St. Catherine. 
Tickets are $25, $15 for 
seniors and children 
age 12 and under, and 
$50 for VIP seating. Call 
651­690­6700.
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Please join the students, staff and parents of Highland Park’s Class of 2009
 in thanking these businesses and institutions for their support of our school.

5th Street Poker
A. Johnson & Sons Florist
Arby’s
Associated Dentists
Bakers Square
Bargain Upholstery
Blondie’s Cafe
Brewberry’s Coffee
Bruegger’s
Buffalo Wild Wings - West St. Paul
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Cleveland Wok  
Cooper’s Super Valu 
Culver’s – West St. Paul
DJ Phife - Tyrone Thomas
Great Clips 
Groveland Tap
Happy Faces Entertainment
Highland Café
J & S Coffee Bean
Jimmy John’s
Jerabek’s New Bohemian 
   Coffeehouse and Bakery

La Patisserie
Little Caesar’s
Lund’s
Macalester College
Metropolitan State University
Minnesota Twins
Midway Bowl
Old Country Buffet
Pad Thai
Perkins
Red Balloon Book Store
Regina’s Candies
Rollergarden
St. Paul Saints
St. Catherine University
Sincerely Yours
Starbucks
Subway
Target
TCF Bank
The Villager
White Rock Coffee Roasters
USA Inflatables

Thank You!
On behalf of Highland Park Senior High School’s 
graduating seniors, we would like to thank the 
following businesses and institutions for so 
kindly donating and sponsoring the 
2009 Senior Class Lock-In Graduation 
Event.  With their help we provided a safe, fun 
and festive party for our graduating seniors.  Our 
seniors had a great time and will have lasting 
memories of their graduation night thanks to them. 

food from the Terrace Grill. The museum’s 
galleries are also open to the public free of 
charge on Tuesdays. Call 651-259-3000.

“Mill City Live,” a series of concerts running 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thursdays in the 
courtyard of the Mill City Museum, 704 
S. 2nd St. in Minneapolis, will continue 
with the seven-piece neo-psychedelic First 
Communion Afterparty on August 6 and 
the bluesy Butanes on August 13. Tickets 
are $5.00 and include admission to the 
museum between 4:00 and 9:00 p.m. Food 
and beverages by D’Amico Catering will be 
available. Call 612-341-7555.

Pianist and composer Tom Hiel will cele-
brate the release of his album, “The Road 
Home,” in a solo show at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, 
August 16, at the Lake Harriet Bandshell in 
South Minneapolis.

Newly reunited pop punk band blink-182 
and special guests Fall Out Boy, Panic at the 
Disco and Chester French will perform at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 18, at the Xcel 
Energy Center. Tickets are $29, $39 and $49 
and available at the Xcel box office or by 
calling 1-800-745-3000.

Jason Mraz, the Grammy-nominated singer-
songwriter, and special guests G. Love & 
Special Sauce, K’naan and Bushwalla will 
perform at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, August 20, at 
Xcel Energy Center. Tickets are $25, $35 and 
$45 and available at the Xcel box office or by 
calling 1-800-745-3000.

Second-generation folk musician Andra 
Suchy will perform outdoors from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, August 20, at the 
Village at Mendota Heights, Highway 110 
and Dodd Road. A frequent guest on the 
“A Prairie Home Companion” show, Suchy 
was nominated for the Minnesota Music 
Academy Female Vocalist of the Year award 
in 2004, 2005 and 2006. Admission is free.

Theater
Take a wild romp through France, compli-
ments of the University of Minnesota Show-
boat Players. Is There a Doctor in the House?, 
an adaptation of Moliere’s classic comedy 
The Imaginary Invalid, is being performed 
afternoons and evenings through August 29 
aboard the Minnesota Centennial Showboat 
at Harriet Island. Tickets are $15-$25. Lunch, 
dinner and river-cruise options are also 
available. Call 651-227-1100.

The Most Massive Woman Wins, the story of 
four women who meet at a liposuction clinic, 
is being performed through August 9 in the 
Arena Theater of Rarig Center, 330 21st Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. The curtain rises on the 
Theatre Unbound production at 2:30 p.m. 
August 2, 10:00 p.m. August 4, and 7:00 p.m. 
August 6 and 9. Tickets are $10-$12. Call 
866-811-4111 or visit fringefestival.org. 

Lex-Ham Community Theater will present 
Irish playwright Hugh Leonard’s one-act 
comedy, Pizzazz, on August 6, 8 and 9. 
Directed by Mishia Burns Edwards, it tells 
of two apparent strangers who meet while 
waiting to rent a cabin cruiser on the River 
Shannon. Show times are 8:00 p.m. Thursday 
at O’Gara’s Garage, 164 N. Snelling Ave.; 8:00 
p.m. Saturday at Concordia University’s Black 
Box Theater, 312 N. Hamline Ave.; and 4:00 
p.m. Sunday on the Minnesota Centennial 
Showboat at Harriet Island as part of the 
Irish Fair of Minnesota. Admission is by 
donation. Call 651-644-3366.

Where Egos Dare, a family-friendly musical 
by St. Paul playwrights Chris and Laurie 
Kemp, is being performed through August 
9 as part of the Minnesota Fringe Festival. 
The play tells of a group of college theater 
grads whose production of Romeo and 
Juliet unravels when they discover an L.A. 
talent scout is in their midst. Erin Duffy, 
Abby Fields, Joan Fitch, Timm Holmly, 
Stephen Sporer, Alex Sundvall and Victoria 

Valencour star. Show times are 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday and Friday, 4:00 p.m. Saturday and 
1:00 p.m. Sunday at the Minneapolis Theatre 
Garage, 711 W. Franklin Ave. Visit www.
fringefestival.org for tickets.

Nautilus Music-Theater will perform 
Alice Unwrapped on August 6-8. It tells of a 
15-year-old girl who has to cope with a dad 
who’s missing in action and a mom who 
won’t come out of the bedroom. Written by 
Laura Harrington and Jenny Giering, it stars 
Jill Anna Ponasik. Show times are 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday and 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
on Rarig Center’s Thrust Stage, 330 21st Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $12, $10 for 
students and seniors. Call 866-811-4111 or 
visit www.fringefestival.org.

Comedians Lauren Anderson, Joe Bozic, 
Josh Eakright, Bobby Gardner and Ellie 
Hino battle the world’s evils in an effort to 
redeem their audience’s funny bones in the 
Brave New Workshop Saves the Planet, or Yes 
We Can, But Do We Have To? The comic 
revue is playing through October 31 at the 
Brave New Workshop, 2605 Hennepin Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Show times are 8:00 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays and 7:00 and 10:00 
p.m. Saturdays. Tickets are $24 to $27. Call 
612-332-6620. 

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to storytimes for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues-
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
days. Featured in other free programs will be 
Tony Manselino’s book Dreams Will Come, 
Dreams Will Go storytime with one of his St. 
Paul Saints teammates at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
August 8; and Emilie Buchwald and the 
reissue of her enchanting tale, Floramel and 
Esteban, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, August 15. Call 
651-224-8320.

The Bell Museum of Natural History, 
17th and University avenues in Southeast 
Minneapolis, is offering two programs 
for children: In Nature Tots at 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, August 6, 2- and 3-year-old kids 
and their families will hunt for “Shapes, 
Colors and Numbers in Nature.” To register, 
call 612-624-9050. In Nature Play between 
1:00 and 3:00 p.m. Saturday, August 8, 
children are invited to drop in and learn all 
about the fish that live in Minnesota and 
make a fish print to take home. Admission to 
the Bell Museum is $5.00, $3.00 for seniors 
and children ages 3-16, free to kids under 3. 
Call 612-624-7083.

“Hooray for Kindergarten,” stories and 
songs celebrating this milestone in every 
child’s education, will be presented three 
times in August by the St. Paul Public 
Library. Intended for children who will be 
entering kindergarten in the fall and their 
families, the free programs will begin at 
10:30 a.m. Friday, August 7, at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.; and at 
10:00 a.m. Thursday, August 27, and 6:30 
p.m. Monday, August 31, at the Central 
Library, 90 W. 4th St. For information, call 
651-695-3700. 

“Mike the Baker,” autobiographical tales by 
award-winning storyteller Mike Mann, will 
be featured at 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. Saturday 
August 8, at the Mill City Museum, 704 S. 
2nd St. in Minneapolis. Children are invited 
to sing along to bakery tunes, make music 
with the Bakery Bowl Band and enjoy a treat 
in the museum’s Baking Lab. Admission is 
$12, $10 for seniors and college students and 
$8.00 for children ages 6-17. For information, 
call 612-341-7555.

The Historic John H. Stevens House in 
Minnehaha Falls Park is open for tours from 
noon to 4:00 p.m. every Sunday in August. 
Special events presented at 2:00 p.m. will 
feature Duke Addicks’ tale of “How The 
Americans Buy Land from the Indians” on 
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August 9, paintings by Elizabeth Hupperich 
of Minneapolis parks on August 16, and 
Duke Addicks’ tale of ‘Two White Boys 
Among the Mdewakanton Indians” on 
August 30. Admission is by donation: $3.00 
for adults and $1.00 for children.
The Banjo Dancers will perform in a free 
program at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 11, at 
the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 
Call 651-695-3700.
Stories, fingerplays, rhymes and songs for 
preschoolers and their families will be offered 
at 10:30 a.m. Fridays, August 14, 21 and 28, 
at the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford 
Pkwy. The half-hour sessions are free. For 
information, call 651-695-3700.
“Paw Pals,” a private storytime with a wom-
an and her dog, is being offered for children 
ages 6-11 on Saturday, August 15, at the High-
land Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. Fifteen-
minute sessions are available between 2:00 
and 4:00 p.m. To register, call 651-695-3700.
Tour the historic James J. Hill House at 
240 Summit Ave. and enjoy popular turn-
of-the-century children’s stories beginning 
at 10:00 a.m. Saturday and Tuesday, August 
15 and 18. “Rapunzel” on the terrace and 
“Puss in Boots” in the library will be among 
the attractions in this hour-long program. 
The cost is $5.00, and reservations are 
recommended. For more information, call 
651-297-2555.

Et cetera 
“Sample Night Live,” a cross-section of the 
entertainment available across the Twin 
Cities region, will be featured at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 5, at the History Theatre, 
30 E. 10th St. Brian Sostek will emcee the 
program. G-rated Act 1 will present world 
music by Greg Herriges, the drama Two 
Children Left Behind, little drummer boy 

Marcus Woodard, Ragamala Dance and 
previews of the Square Lake Film & Music 
Festival as well as the IFP Minnesota Cinema 
Lounge. Strutting the floorboards in unrated 
Act II will be clown Noah Bremer, jazz duo 
Arne Fogel and Tanner Taylor, the theater 
of Tedious Brief Productions, spoken-word 
artists Poetic Assassins, improv by Huge 
Theater’s Drum Machine and the band 
Prozac Rat. Tickets are $20, $10 for students, 
$5.00 for children ages 5-10. Visit www.
samplenightlive.com.

“Laugh Camp: 1,000 jokes in 100 minutes,” 
old-school comedy in the tradition of 

Rickles, Youngman, Dangerfield and Bruce, 
is being performed at 8:00 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays through August 16 in the 
Cabaret Theater at Camp Bar, 490 N. Robert 
St. The stand-up acts include no musings 
on travel, no reflections on pop culture, no 
stories—just jokes. The program is emceed 
by Rick Logan, winner of Acme Comedy 
Club’s 2008 Funniest Person in the Twin 
Cities competition. Admission is $10. Call 
651-290-2290. 

Traditional and contemporary Irish music, 
dance, theater, literature and sports, along 
with an array of Irish language, dance, 

genealogy and craft workshops, will turn St. 
Paul’s Harriet Island several shades of green 
from August 7-9. The Irish Fair of Minnesota 
will run from 3:00 to 11:00 p.m. Friday, 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Saturday and 10:30 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. Sunday. Musical headliners include 
the Irish punk rock band Dropkick Murphys, 
the Young Dubliners, Solas, Salsa Celtica, the 
Makem and Spain Brothers. Admission is 
free. Visit www.IrishFair.com.

Circus Juventas is presenting its summer 
show, Yulong: The Jade Dragon, through 
August 16 under the big top at 1270 Montreal 
Ave. Three guest artists from Taiwan will join 
the Highland Park youth circus’ advanced 
students in this high-flying story about a 
peace-loving emperor of ancient China 
and a young woman who disguises herself 
as a soldier to save her elderly father from 
military duty. Musical accompaniment will 
be provided by the CAAM Chinese Dance 
Theatre. Show times are 7:00 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 1:00 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$15 for children and seniors reserved, $15 for 
adults and $12.50 for children and seniors 
general admission or $25 for VIP seating. 
A Family Four-Pack (two adults and two 
children) of tickets for the shows at 1:00 
p.m. Saturday is also available for $50. For 
information, call 651-699-8229.

The St. Catherine Choral Society invites 
local men and women to audition for its 
upcoming season on August 10-14 at St. 
Catherine University. Prospective singers 
should have some experience being part 
of an organized choir. Directed by Patricia 
Connors, the Choral Society is composed 
of St. Catherine students, faculty, staff and 
neighbors. It performs two concerts annually 
accompanied by a professional orchestra and 
guest soloists. Rehearsals are held Thursday 
evenings beginning September 10. To 
schedule an audition, call 651-690-6688. 

Photographs by Highland Park pediatrician Dr. Stanley Leonard that capture the natural 
beauty and complexity of wildlife in remote locales in Florida and Minnesota are on 
view through August 23 at the Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th and University 
avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. Admission is $5.00, $3.00 for students and seniors, or 
free for all on Sundays from noon to 5:00 p.m. Call 612-624-7083.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Local boy makes 
good (again)

Long before Joe Mauer came along winging footballs, 
shooting basketballs and hurling baseballs all over local 
fields and courts, there was another local lad named 

Jeff Loots. He and his wide receiver brother Joe made a 
fearful combination that helped lead Central High School 
to back-to-back 9-1 seasons and City Conference football 
championships in the late 1980s.  

After high school, Loots took a couple of detours through 
Inver Hills Community College and Western Illinois 
University before landing at Southwest Minnesota State in 
Marshall. “It was close to home and I knew I could get my 
degree there,” said Loots, who majored in sports management. 
“My old coach from Inver Hills (Brent Jeffers) was there, too.” 

By the time he was finished at Southwest State, the school’s 
record books had been so thoroughly rewritten that 17 years 
after his last game with the Mustangs, Loots still holds 20 of 
the university’s offensive all-time records. The school thought 
so much of him that they retired his number 11.

Last week, Loots was named to the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) Hall of Fame. But 
throwing passes against defenses stacked against him is one 
thing; speaking in front of a crowd is something else. “I’ll 
come up with something, but I don’t know what it is yet,” he 
said a few days before the induction ceremony in St. Cloud. 
“I’m not much of a public speaker, but I’ll get through it.”

Improvising was always a strength for Loots. Although 
blessed with a great arm and talented receivers, he was a 
quarterback who invented plays on the fly. Until an injury 
ended his career at Southwest State, Loots threw and ran with 
fearless abandon. His Southwest State numbers (10,116 career 
yards, 102 touchdowns) are a testament to what can happen 
when a coach unleashes his most devastating weapon and 
says, “Go get ’em!”

“We were a very offensive-minded team at Southwest. It 
was a place a quarterback could only dream of,” Loots said. 

Mon.–Thurs.: 10-8, Fri.: 10-6, Sat.: 10-5, Sun.: 1-5
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Hamline Purple second baseman Ben Berthiaume thwarts a base-stealing attempt by the Hamline Red’s Brady Whalen 
during 4th District American Legion baseball action on July 17 at Cretin-Derham Hall. PHotos By BRAD stAuffeR

By Bill Wagner

The Hamline Raiders rode into the 
Division I American Legion state 
baseball tournament in New Ulm 

on July 30-August 1 with a 26-5 record, 
third-place ranking and momentum on 
their side.

But their high hopes went for naught 
as the Purple, which were composed 
mostly of current and recently gradu-
ated players from Cretin-Derham Hall, 
bowed to the Rochester Patriots 3-0 in 
the fifth round while trying to make their 
way back through the losers’ bracket.

Prior to that game, Hamline had de-
feated Fergus Falls 15-11, New Ulm 
Gold 14-6 and Grand Rapids 15-4. The 
only other tourney loss came in a 6-5 
heartbreaker to Holy Angels.

“Our bats had really come alive in the 

district playoffs,” said Purple co-coach 
Tony Leseman, “but they just fell silent 
against Rochester. You play all year to 
win the championship, and it’s always 
tough when you fall short. But our kids 
played hard, and we’re proud of them.”

Pitcher Nick Monson threw a solid 
game against Rochester, allowing just 
two earned runs on seven hits in seven 
innings. However, the lack of offensive 
attack proved the Purple’s undoing.

It looked as if Hamline would have 
some good impetus going into the 
Rochester game. Against Fergus Falls, 
Bob Kinne pounded out three triples 
and earned  the specific attention of  
Leseman, a former CDH and University 
of Minnesota player. “I’ve never seen 
somebody hit three triples in a game, on 
any level,” he said. 

There were plenty of other offensive 

sparks, too. Vince Lulic got a home run 
among his three hits, David Bettenburg 
was three for four and Jon Kinsel had 
two walks to go with his three hits. On 
the mound, Nolan Kuenster struck out 
six and allowed only three earned runs 
in six innings.

The Purple opened the competition in 
rock-like fashion as they defeated Grand 
Rapids with a 21-hit attack after fall-
ing behind 4-0 early in the first inning.  
Bettenburg pounded out another three 
hits, James McGuire was three for four 
with four RBI, Lulic had a double and 
batted in three, while Dan McQuillan 
added two hits.

Monson was the starter in the tourna-
ment opener and showed good moxie. 
He gave up the first-inning runs, but 

LegIoN baSebaLL c33

Hamline Purple run out of steam at state
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400 SELBY AVE. 
ON CATHEDRAL HILL

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

Happy
Hour
Daily!

341 Hamline Ave. So.  •  St. Paul  •  651-698-6138
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am  •  Pastor Jay Eberth

Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church
Games, lessons, crafts, songs, snacks!

Join

us a
t...

www.calvarystpaul.org

kids age 4 thru 6th grade
Aug. 10-14 • 6:30-8:30 pm

Lighthouse Haven
Lake Superior Cottage

• Lakeside • Fireplace • Whirlpool
• 5 Mi. No. of Split Rock Lighthouse

Ask about our 
special rates

Beaver Bay, Minn
651-292-9497

www.lighthousehaven.net

The Gopher Chapter of the 
Antique Outboard Motor 
Club will hold its annual An-
tique Outboard Motor Show 
and Swap Meet on Saturday, 
August 8, at the St. Paul Pool 
& Yacht Club, 1600 Lilydale 
Road in Lilydale. Prizes will 
be awarded to the top two 
motors, the most original 
motor, the best restored mo-
tor, the “people’s choice” mo-
tor and the best motor and 
boat combination. Admission 
to the show and swap meet is 
free to spectators, $5.00 for 
show entrants. For reserva-
tions, call 651-455-3900.

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources recently 
announced free fishing in 
many of the state’s parks, in-
cluding Snelling Lake in Fort 
Snelling State Park. The DNR 
is encouraging those who 
have never fished before to 
try it during their state park 
visit. The DNR has also pub-
lished a booklet with details 
on 62 metro-area lakes and 
rivers where kids and fami-
lies can fish from shore. For 
a copy, contact 651-296-6157 
or info@dnr.state.mn.us.

The 14th annual Friends 
of the Orphans Benefit Golf 
Tournament will be held on 
Monday, August 24, at Dell-
wood Hills Golf Club. Check-
in starts at 10:30 a.m. (come 
early for the free driving 
range), with a shotgun start at 
noon and dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
The entry fee is $170 by Au-
gust 17 and $190 thereafter. 
Dinner only is $30. Register 
at friendsoftheorphans.org/
2009UPMGolf or call Susie 
Clayton at 651-482-1703.

PAM-o-rama canoe trips on 
the Mississippi and Minne-
sota rivers will be offered by 
the Preservation Alliance of 
Minnesota at 10:00 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. Saturday, August 
8. Participants will meet at 
Picnic Island under the Men-

dota Bridge, and paddlers of 
all abilities are welcome. The 
cost is $15, plus $5.00 for a 

state parking sticker. Visit 
www.mnpreservation.org or 
call 651.293.9047.

The Highland Park Red team won the girls’ 14 and under 
fastpitch softball city tournament in St. Paul the week-
end of July 18-19 at Dunning Field. Pictured are, from left, 
(front row) Sarah Schroeder, Kate Sandkamp, Elizabeth 
Greenheck, Nicole Nelson; (middle row) Polly Cerkvenik, 
Julia Krieger, Maddie Gergen, Kelly Cullen, Katie Conners, 
Emma Muter; and (back row) coaches Tom Cullen, Pete 
Greenheck, Joel Schroeder and Dan Conners.

The Highland Park Little League girls’ 16 and under team 
qualified this summer to participate in the state fastpitch 
softball tournament. Pictured, from the left, are (front row) 
Brigid Kelly, Emily Caldis, Brooks Mencke, Ellen Weber; 
(middle row) Laura Hamilton, Megan Connelly, Natalie 
Trueman, Lauren Kohlbeck, Alexandra Bishop, Sean McIn-
erney, Sara Russett; and (back row) coach Kevin Mencke, 
Reed Mencke, and coaches Tom McInerney and Dan 
Bishop. Not pictured are Laurel Meir, Carly Spangers, Janie 
Goodson and head coach Patrick Kelly.

Sports Shorts

they were the only ones Grand Rapids got as 
he toughened up and went four innings. Kinne 
pitched three scoreless innings in relief.

Against Holy Angels, Hamline’s loss came 
in the last at-bat. “We had ourselves in a good 
position to win,” Leseman said. “You have to 
give them credit. They got the key hits, and we 
couldn’t finish them off.”

Leseman nominated Bettenburg as team 
MVP. The youngster played a fluid center 
field and was always a tough out at the plate, 
batting around .400 throughout the season. 
“He’s been pretty consistent,” he said.

Several of Purple will now go on to play 
college ball, including Bettenburg at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, where he will play for 
legendary Coach John Anderson. Leseman 
figures Bettenburg will be tagged for duty in 
the outfield for the Gophers.

The CDH connection will continue for 
shortstop Kinsel, second baseman McQuillan 
and pitcher  Matt Johnson. All three will play 
at the University of St. Thomas for former 
Raider coach Dennis Denning.

Lulic and relief pitcher Chris Campmeyer 
will play at St. Mary’s University in Winona.  
Pitcher Max Gregory, who pitched a no-hit-

ter earlier this summer, will play for St. Cloud 
State. Pitcher Monson will attend Bemidji 
State.

32b LEgIoN bASEbALL

Hamline Purple pitcher Ben Ryan goes 
into his windup against the Hamline Red.
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CROCUS HILL  651.291.1683
678 Grand Avenue - corner of St. Albans 
M-F: 6:30am-7pm; Sat: 8:30am-6pm

TOWN SQUARE  651.291.7344
444 Cedar Street - skyway level
M-F: 7:30am-5:30pm; closed 1:30-2pm

W. 7TH STREET  651.224.1391
286 West 7th Street - drive in
M-F: 7am-6pm; Sat: 9am-4pm

www.whitewaycleaners.netOffer good at all White Way locations, expires Aug. 31, 2009

BRING IN 3 SKIRTS, 
PANTS OR SWEATERS,

(any combination) 

GET THE 4TH ONE 
CLEANED 

FREE

Freshen Up Your Wardrobe
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Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398

 Elegant Gift
 Selections:
•��Letts of London
Diaries 2010

•��Quo Vadis
Diaries for 2010

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

“We averaged nearly 400 yards a game and 
we scored a lot of points. We were very 
innovative. There was nothing that we 
wouldn’t try.” 

It worked, too. During Loots’ tenure there, 
Southwest State had a 22-5 record and 
won its only NSIC football title. In 1990, 
the Mustangs even managed to get into 
the National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics playoffs, losing to longtime football 
powerhouse Carson-Newman in the first 
round.

Marshall was not exactly the center of 
professional football’s scouting universe, but 
as Loots discovered, that did not stop the 
NFL from checking out his talented right 
arm. “I knew we were getting NFL looks 
because we’d see the scouts at games,” he said. 

One day, Loots was wandering through 
the former Shinders Book Store in Roseville 
when he discovered his name on a list of 
top-rated QBs who might be drafted. In fact, 
no less a DFL draft guru than Mel Kiper 
had Loots rated higher than such Division 
I stalwarts as Trent Green, Shane Matthews 
and Alex Van Pelt.

That all changed when Loots took off 
against Moorhead State on what would 
become the longest rushing play of his 
career. It ended when Loots was slammed 
to the field by a linebacker he never saw. Just 
like that, the guy who had been named an 
all-American two years running and seemed 
to be on his way to three was done for the 
season.

“It was really too bad because we had a 
game coming up at the Metrodome and I 
knew a lot of scouts would be there to watch,” 
Loots said.

Gone were the dreams of being drafted 
by the NFL. (The trio of quarterbacks 
mentioned above all made it to the league.) 
But there was a lot of other football within 
Loots’ long reach. After recovering from 
surgery, he found it, first at Toronto in the 
Canadian Football League. But he really 
settled in for a long, satisfying career in 
another offensive-minded venue—the Arena 
Football League, which is taking a break this 
year but is scheduled to return in 2010.

Loots spent eight seasons in the AFL, 
playing for seven different teams. “I had 
a lot of fun playing in the league,” he said. 
“Besides, I met my wife while I was playing 
in New York.” 

That would be in 1999, when he 
quarterbacked Albany past Orlando in the 
Arena Bowl championship. The final score 
of 59-48 is not something ever seen in Super 
Bowls, and Loots said being a part of it was 
a blast.

Eventually, Loots returned to civilian life. 
He is now a sales rep for a medical firm and 
a resident of Hugo. He hooks up occasionally 
with his brother Joe, who is still in the 

neighborhood as the director at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center and an assistant football 
coach at Central and Arlington high schools. 
“I also enjoyed coaching a lot and wouldn’t 
mind getting back into it someday, too,” Loots 
said.

His son, Jaden, is now 4. Would dad like 
him to follow in the old man’s footsteps and 
take snaps under center one day? “It’s kind of 
scary to think about that these days,” Loots 
said. “I remember going to the NFL combine 
and running the 40 in 4.8 seconds. Now you 
have linemen who can do that. Still, it would 
be a dream of any father to have his son 
follow him.”

Another Hall gets it right
Kudos to the Minnesota Twins for having 

recently inducting George Brophy, the team’s 
longtime farm director, into its Hall of Fame. 
But what in the world took them so long? 
Brophy was an original cast member of the 
team in 1961 and worked for 25 years for 
the Twins in various roles. After the death of 
Sherry Robertson, he took over the scouting 
and farm director departments. The team’s 
specialty quickly became finding players 
in the damnedest places. Brophy’s official 
dictum to his scouts was simple: Concentrate 
on results first and foremost, and worry 
about how it looks later. As a result, many 
future Twins were never mistaken for Jack 
LaLanne wannabes. 

Brophy had to work within Calvin 
Griffith’s notoriously tight budget constraints 
when it came to signing minor leaguers. Still, 
it was his department that found the nucleus 
that led to a pair of World Series titles.

Inside baseball people knew it, too. One 
day in 1981, Tony Kubek, the longtime NBC 
commentator who recently was inducted 
into the media wing of the MLB Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown, was working a game at 
Metropolitan Stadium. During the broadcast, 
he turned to his partner and said on the 
air, “The Twins are only a couple of years 
away from being a very good team. George 
Brophy tells me that a third baseman named 
Gary Gaetti and a first baseman named Kent 
Hrbek, who grew up near this stadium, will 
be excellent major league players soon. And 
if George Brophy tells you that, you can take 
it to the bank.”

Six years later, Brophy had left the 
organization for health reasons. Depending 
on whom you talk to, it was either because 
Brophy was ill or somebody else was sick of 
him. No matter. It was a whole slew of his 
guys—Gaetti, Hrbek, Kirby Puckett, Frank 
Viola, Steve Lombardozzi and Tim Laudner 
come quickly to mind—who played key 
roles in the franchise’s first World Series 
championship ever. 

Dave Wright may be reached at dwright53@
msn.com.

The Linwood Twins finished the regular season with an 11-1 record and won the Linwood 
Recreation Center’s Intramural Baseball League. Pictured, from left, are (front row) Frankie 
Nayman, Grace Nayman, Sophia Rose, Brandon Hales, Thomas Cleveland, Spirit Ettesvold, 
Matthew Cleveland; (middle row) Cora Greenawald, Todd Greenawald, Elliot Greenawald, 
August Morin, Lilly Greenawald, Isaiah Alstod, Ben Jackson, Kevin Cox, Mat Cousin; and 
(back row)  Ron Cleveland, Ben Jackson.
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Classifieds
home improvementS

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

RIVER CITY HARDWOODS. 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Professional Quality at 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623, 
Paul. 

PAINTING Interior & Exterior. 
Includes powerwashing. Highland 
references. Experienced & reason-
able. Butch BOS 651-308-3410.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING; bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti-
mates; John, 651-808-4055.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Chimney, 
brick repair. Basement floors, 
wall repair. Driveways, walkways, 
steps, patios, retaining walls. 612- 
321-0842.

CONCRETE WORK: Steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

ROOFING, ALL types. Also, sid-
ing, windows, decks, carpentry. 20 
years' experience. Licensed and 
Insured. Brad Hanson Construction 
Services, LLC. 612-978-4499.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

CIRCLE SERVICES, Inc. Custom 
built decks. Room additions. 
Concrete walks. Stamped patios. 
Landscaping. Father and son. 
Licensed. Insured. 651-730-4124.

WOOD REFINISHING. Exterior 
doors/interior woodwork and trim. 
Quality, reliable, local. 30 years' ex-
perience. Pat's Wood Restoration. 
651-646-2633.

home improvementS

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. New 
Additions, Decks, Fences, Porches. 
Reasonable rates. Personal, pro-
fessional, proficient. Free estimates. 
"Building Brocks", 651-285-3237.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish trim work, basements, 
bathrooms, ceramic tile, drywall/
repair; reliable; 20 years; Mike 
Foster, 651-762-4705; www.
FosterCustomConstruction.com. 

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bath-
room/kitchen remodeling. 612- 
275-9815.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

I N T E R I O R  C A R P E N T RY, 
Complete carpentry service. 50 
years' experience and door prob-
lems. Call Dave, 612-282-5431, 
Nice Finish Construction

COLOR ADVICE interior/exterior 
painting/remodeling. Paint dis-
counts.  Beth, 651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING, BACKSPLASHES, floors, 
tub surrounds. Artisan quality.  Lic. 
#20454530. Insured. BBB. 612-
702-0761.

home improvementS

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

home improvementS

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651- 
481-0402.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local references.  
Ask about SPECIAL summer pric-
ing. Licensed. Insured. Member 
BBB. 651-690-3956. www.pates-
roofing.com.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Ceramic tile. Decks. Porches. 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

ALL SEASONS painting/repair. 
Wood frames/stucco, power  
washing. GUTTER CLEANING. 
Quality workmanship. Insured.  
651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR paint-
ing, wallpaper removal; average 
3 rooms, $250; average garage, 
$250. Jim, 651-698-0840.

real eState/land

MICHAEL SHIELDS. Licensed to 
Appraise & Sell. Highland Realty. 
651-690-3018.

SPECTACULAR LOCATION.  
EDGCUMBE ROAD. Charm, ele-
gance, one half acre, lovely garden, 
5 bdrms. plus large family room, 
computer and exercise rooms. Must 
see to appreciate! By owner. 612- 
581-9567.

NO "MAYBE" about selling your 
property! Call Highland Realty. 651-
699-5228.

1181 EDGCUMBE RD. 2 bedroom 
condominium. $58,000. Highland 
Realty, 651-699-5228.

MAC/GROVELAND Beauty. New 
price! 3 bdrm., hdwd. floors, new 
appliances. Move in ready. Quick 
close available. MLS# 3696169.  
Keller Williams Integrity Realty. Lori, 
651-323-7004.

Wanted to BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

TOP CASH PAID! Older Furniture 
and Misc. Items Wanted. 651- 
227-2469. 

OLD '50's-'60's Stereo Equipment 
wanted; need not work; Andy, 651-
329-0515.

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques, 
Furniture, Jewelry, Sterling Silver, 
Hunting & Fishing Items; 651- 
387-8780.

PAYING "TOP CASH" for cos-
tume jewelry. I make house calls.  
Marianne, 612-729-3110.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270; 651-227-0382. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

GEMEINHARDT FLUTE. 6 years 
old, excellent condition, includes 
case and stand, $500. Contact 
Anne, 612-269-8063.

KENMORE SERIES 80 washer 
and dryer, $250, like  new! 651-
698-2834.

garage/moving/miSc.

CONDO-WIDE YARD Sale. Aug.  
8-9, 9-4 pm; 709 Portland Ave., St. 
Paul. A variety of finds. Bring cash.

HUGE SALE/FUND RAISER. 
1796 Bayard Ave., Fri., Aug. 14; 
Sat., Aug. 15, 9-3 pm. Household, 
baby equipment, tools, collectibles, 
electric wall heaters, track lighting, 
vintage jewelry, much more. 

MAC-GROVE Neighborhood 
Garage Sales. Sat., Aug. 22, 9-3. 
Over 80 sales in one neighbor-
hood. Maps available at www. 
macgrove.org, 320 S. Griggs St.  
or each site. 651-695-4000.

663 SO. WILDER St. at Bayard. 
Aug. 6, 7, 8;  8 to 5 pm; computer 
hutch, kitchen hutch, trampoline, 
rugs, toys, misc. household items, 
reasonable & clean.

MULTI FAMILY. Collectibles, house-
hold items, toys, furniture, books, 
DVD's, etc. 7 families participating. 
599 Saratoga So. Sat., Aug. 15, 
9-2. 

BicYcle SaleS/Service

ADVERTISE YOUR BICYCLE 
BUSINESS HERE!

real eState/land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

BANK OWNED, Fixer Uppers. 
Free List with pics. Re/Max Realty 
100. www.VillagerAreaForeclosure 
List.com. 

Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Classifieds
How do I place a 

classified ad?
Phone: 651-699-1462

Fax: 651-699-6501
Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Aug. 19          Deadline: Aug. 12

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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FIRST TIME HOME BUYER TELE-SEMINAR
Intro To Home Buying including data on $8,000. government 
incentive expiring 11/30/09, check www.stpaul-girl.com for 
schedule, Lynn Ritter, RE/MAX Results,  “I        First 
Time Home Buyers”  612-599-0846

Y

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
Ask about our Summer Special on Inset Doors
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

continued page 36
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 For Sale
 Antiques
 garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
  Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income tax & Accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
 professional Services
 �Special Services
 personal Services
 House/pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 piano tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care  
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 garage/Storage�
 Wanted to Rent
  Roommates
  Vacation
 personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):
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Service Directory
Home ServiceS

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
BBB; Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All general 
repairs, large and small projects; low 
rates; quality work; senior discounts; 
free estimates; 651-225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

Home improvementS

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. Move in/
outs. 15 years' experience. Insured, 
reliable, friendly. Husband/Wife 
Team. Jennifer, 651-206-7476. 

SHEETROCK, TAPE, texture, paint. 
Free estimates. Call Dick, 952-888-
0600; 612-889-9228.

LET'S CREATE your new deck, 
pergola, arbor. Design build. Eliot 
Stadler, 651-785-3873.

MISTINT PAINT Clearance. $5 per 
gallon (while supply lasts). Exterior 
house paint, including Benjamin 
Moore and Cabot Stain. Abbott 
Paint & Carpet, 1808 Grand Ave. 
651-698-5518.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years' exceptional experience! 
Martin, 612-729-2487.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install, refin-
ish, repair. Estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 763-444-9048.

B.E.A.R. Carpet, tile, wood, lami-
nate. Wholesaler direct prices since 
1982. Sales and installation. Call us. 
We're right here in the community. 
Pete Walters, 651-399-1664.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, fine 
furniture and cabinetry, painting, tile, 
plaster, minor plumbing/electrical; 30 
years; insured; 651-699-7077.

TUCKPOINTING, CHIMNEYS, 
walls, foundation, steps, stucco re-
pairs, caulking, basement repairs; 
30 years' experience. Curt, 651-
698-4743.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS. Quality 
painting interior and exterior; includ-
ing fences and decks, powerwash-
ing; Andrew, 651-230-0944.

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

 Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404
www.kellerres.com

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

C
H
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E
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T
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Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

KEITH’S
PLASTER
REPAIR

‘‘Plaster Repair Experts”
• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage

•Basement Foundation Walls
SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

Alpha Stucco, Inc.
Stucco • re-daSh

Stucco repair
plaSter repair

(651) 644-4040
www.alphastucco.com
FREE ESTIMATES

MN State lic.#20631292

         Express
     BLACKTOP
      & PAving
Sealcoat, Asphalt
Patching, Repairs
Starting at $99

612-225-7238
Senior Discount

Lic. #20155317

PATES

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Serving the Community and 
Metro area over 25 Years

Residential Repairs/Replacements/Installations

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

continued

Right Where You Live™

Everyone loves 
cheapskates.

And cheapbikes.
And cheapclothes.
And cheapbooks.

And cheapfurniture.
And cheaplawnmowers.

Having a garage sale this spring? 
Let the Villager Classifieds help sell 
your unwanted household items. 
Starting at $12.00, it’s a cheapad at 
.02 cents per copy.

651-699-1462 wantads@myvillager.com

Gutters
Clean • Repair • Install

Licensed & Insured

BIGS
651-426-0729

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

• Additions       • Roofing/Siding
• Kitchens        • Windows/Doors
• Bathrooms • Decks/Porches
• Basement Finish

612.729.6653–Minneapolis www.rpvogel.com
651.489.1110–St. Paul info@rpvogel.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
SUMMER SPECIAL

(EXPIRES 9/30/09)



WEDNESDAY, AuguSt 5, 2009  VILLAgER pAgE 37

Service Directory
Home ServiceS

*PIERRE REPAIR*
I can fix anything! 651-644-1674.

BIGS SEAMLESS Rain Gutters. 
Custom built. Licensed. Insured. 
David, 651-426-0729.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

HANDYMAN OLE, the Norwegian 
Handyman. Fixit, painting, light  
r e m o d e l i n g . G u a r a n t e e d . 
Reference.  651-293-1939.

HouSecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing in 
one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

MB GOES GREEN! MB’s Clean-
ing Service, Feng Shui, clutter 
control. 15 years' experience. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House-
cleaning. St. Paul. Honest, reli 
able, excellent references; 651- 
293-1273.

REASONABLE PRICES, good ref-
erences, detailed and organized; 
10 years of experience. Call Maria, 
651-245-9027.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Services. Residential/Commercial. 
Fami ly  owned. Weekly,  b i -
weekly, one time spring cleaning. 
References. Licensed/Insured. 
651-730-4124.

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. Move in/
outs. 15 years' experience. Insured, 
reliable, friendly. Husband/Wife 
Team. Jennifer, 651-206-7476. 

THOROUGH HOUSECLEANING. 
Experienced, honest, reliable, me-
ticulous. References. Reasonable; 
Sarah, 651-698-4645.

laWn/lanDScaPe/SnoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY'S LAWN AND LAND-
SCAPING. In business for over 
25 years. Family owned and lo-
cally operated. Quality work and 
competitive rates. Commercial/
Residential. Landscaping services 
include grading, sodding, decora-
tive rock & wood mulch gardens. 
Retaining walls, patios, sidewalks 
& driveways. Weekly lawn cut-
ting, weed & feed. Free estimates. 
Licensed. Insured. References 
available upon request. www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com; 
email: phminc@frontiernet.net.

Home ServiceS

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. Lic. #20581059. Troy's 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

*HOUSE REPAIRS*
Visit: www.jimshouserepair.com. 
651-485-5966. Insured. Since 1981. 
References available. 

ROTTEN WOOD? Window 
sills, casings, exterior wood trim  
repaired or replaced. Harmsen & 
Oberg Construction. Gary, 651- 
698-3156.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/ 
gutter cleaning. Chandeliers. 11 
years' experience. Insured, refer-
ences, free estimates. Jeremy, 
SkyBlue Windows, 651-503-0996.

GUTTER CLEANING: www. 
deanbjorkstrand.com. 25 years' ex-
perience. Insured. 612-861-3919.

WINDOW CLEANING: www. 
deanbjorkstrand.com. Experienced. 
Insured. 612-861-3919.

GUTTER CLEANING. It's that time 
of year again! Protect your roof and 
have your gutters cleaned today. 
Call Ryan, 651-690-3956.

SKILLED  HANDYMAN. Repairs 
and new projects. Trustworthy, rea-
sonable rates. 651-492-0899.

WINDOW RESTORATION. Sash 
cords. High-efficiency storm win-
dows. mnwindowrestoration.com. 
612-454-5921.

G U T T E R  C L E A N I N G  a n d 
GUTTER SCREENING. Since 
1990. Call Mike, 651-646-4000.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

CHIMNEY REPAIR/Cleaning; fire-
place work; furnace/duct cleaning. 
Master Chimney Sweep. Tom, 651-
263-2108.

GUTTER/CHIMNEY c lean-
ing. Gutter/downspout flush-
ing/cleanup. Chimneys from $69. 
Fully insured, references. 612- 
823-8291.

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
EstimatesSABO ELECTRIC

Residential-Renovation
Specialist

Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

Furniture. Cabinets.
Repairs.

Careful. Precise
Cabinetmaker for 19 years.
Kerry Hogan, 651-578-6909
IBlameMyTools@pressenter.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
Sanding         Install
Refinishing    Repair

Dustless Recoating

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry, LLC
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates   ■ 30 yrs. Exp.   ■ Excavation Available
612-729-1298

www.sandeenconcrete.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

BOB BRERETON
651-690-5964

Cell: 651-775-7982
MN License #20215516

www.homecustomizers.com

BAY & BOW WINDOWS • DECKS & PORCHES • PATIO DOORS
KITCHENS • ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

Q-B Construction
& Landscape

Retaining Walls / Paver Patios
Walkways / Excavation, Rock 

placement, Demolition
Big or small, we’ll do it all

~ Free Estimates ~
651208-7167 or 651483-8572

Drainage
Problems?

Retaining Walls
Patios – Steps – Walks
651•739•3766

Jeff Menard
LandscapeLandscape

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

Patnode ContraCting Co.
• Tile  • Plastering
• Finished Carpentry 
• Bathroom Specialist
30 years experience in the 

neighborhood.

TOM 651-274-5512

ROYAL
SHADE &
AWNING

CO.
We measure and install

all    kinds of shades
and awnings.

Specialists in custom-made
decorator shades

FREE
QUOTATIONS

FEATURING
Hunter Douglas

Products
244 So. Fairview

651699-0530

continued page 38
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Service Directory
Piano Tuning/RePaiR

QUALITY PIANO Tuning. www.
PapagenoPianoTuning.com. 651-
698-1573 home.

insTRucTion

SUMMER TUTORING Experi-
enced tutor. K-college, ACT/SAT 
prep. References. Lyn, 651- 
235-1955.

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

MANDARIN CHINESE Tutor. 
Conversation, pronunciation, gram-
mar, phrases, culture. David, 651-
690-5850.

Resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

cHiLD caRe wanTeD

AFTER SCHOOL nanny needed 
for the 2009-2010 school year. 
Must be willing to play with kids, 
do light housework, have a car 
and excellent references. 651-
690-2090.

cHiLD caRe

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

LOOKING FOR childcare? Con-
tact a network of about 23 licensed 
home day care providers at 651-
644-0880 or send your information 
to mnhank@juno.com.

LICENSED DAYCARE home,  
7 am-5 pm, food program, stories, 
art. Reasonable rates. Preschool 
kids wanted. 651-698-7333.

enTeRTainmenT/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

PHoTogRaPHY/ViDeo

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651-698-9604 or  
e-mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

music insTRucTion

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. Suzuki; 
pre-school;  651-690-4364; stjo-
seph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO LESSONS with an experi-
enced, successful, patient, encour-
aging, qualified teacher in a cozy 
home studio. Trish, 651-645-1620.

PRIVATE VIOLIN lessons with 
symphony musician. Experienced 
& professional. 651-291-2736.

GUITAR LESSONS. Suzuki/
Traditional, Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
292-4929.

. Piano Tuning/RePaiR

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates.  
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough @aol.com.

PeT siTTing/seRVices

FULL TIME, year round dog walk-
ing/pet sitting service. Call Highland 
Park resident Jacob England, 651-
295-0152 or go to www.doggie-a-
go-go.com.

HeaLTH & FiTness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

*CORE PILATES STUDIO*
A fully equipped neighborhood 
studio. 612-703-8309. www. 
corepilates-us.com.

*BEGINNING MAT PILATES*
Six-week series starts Sept. 8. 
Call 612-387-6787; www.core 
pilates-us.com.

sewing/embRoiDeRY

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 So. 
C leve land . 651 -698 -6117 .  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Zippers, 
hems, pillows/cushions, 40 years; 
651-698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL, LOCAL Seam-
stress, highly skilled, 12 years' 
experience. References. Kim, 651-
233-0075.

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations 
& Custom Sewing. Weddings, 
Custom Suits, Tailored Shirts, 
Monograms and much more. 925 
Selby Ave. 651-646-2117.

ResTauRanTs/caTeRing

GRADUATIONS, WEDDINGS, 
SUMMER PARTIES & MORE! 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE!

Lawn/LanDscaPe/snow

$59.00 STUMP Removal. Insured, 
Professional, U of M grad. Call 
Peter, 612-670-2968.

DIRTFLOWER GARDEN Services: 
design, coaching, maintenance and 
more. Professional Horticulturist, 
Licensed, Insured. 651-260-4699. 
www.dirtflower.com. 

oFFice /aDminisTRaTiVe

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. Typing, 
transcribing, mini-cassette/fax;  
l e g a l  b a c k g r o u n d ;  6 5 1 - 
488-9333.

comPuTeR/inTeRneT

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $45/hour,  
15 years' experience; Eric, 651-
274-4072.

PC COMPUTER Class forming.
Learn basics of Windows and PCs, 
2 hours $35, 760 Grand Ave. Eric, 
651-274-4072.

PeT siTTing/seRVices

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

WAGGLEY TALES. Dog walking. 
Boarding in my wonderful home 
since 1994. Cat visits too. Great 
references. 651-647-9300.

WAGNER'S PETSITTING. Walking, 
vacation day or night pet care. 651-
771-0421.

Lawn/LanDscaPe/snow

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Weekly 
lawn. Edging, hedging & more. Tree 
t r i m m i n g / s t u m p  r e m o va l . 
Reasonable. Now taking new con-
tracts. Commercial/Residential. 
651-775-0248.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serv- 
ing the area for over 20 years.  
Family owned & operated. (h) 
651-699-9315; (c) 651-442-1325; 
HellerLawn@gmail.com. 

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, sod, 
dirt. General hauling/excavating. 
Fence removal. Pressure washing. 
Tree trimming/removal. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. Accept credit 
cards. References. Loren, 651- 
208-6346.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS. Quality 
small landscaping projects, hedg-
ing and tree removal; Andrew, 651-
645-3940.

EXTERIOR DRAIN Tile Systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

GARDEN CLEAN-UP. The Garden 
Lady. Gardening, Rain Gardens, 
Landscaping. Since 1998. Kathy 
Mellin Grubbs. (The only grubbs 
you DO want in your garden!) 651-
260-7885.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Yard Work, 
Brush Removal, Hedge Trimming, 
Tilling, Mowing, Edging. No job too 
small. Call Tom, 651-341-8353.

Lawn/LanDscaPe/snow

THE BEST landscaping services, 
free estimates, design, tree/shrub & 
plant knowledge and installation, 
grading, sodding, beds & gardens, 
paver patios/walks/drives, Versa-
Lok retaining walls & ponds.  Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping, 651- 
227-2584; bluhmbrothers.com.

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Sea-
sonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Gutter cleaning/
repair; dethatching, tree/bush ser-
vice; 651-699-2832. Insured.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John 
612-328-6893.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Residential, Commercial. 
Mowing, lawn edging, hedge trim-
ming. Pet waste removal. Chris, B: 
651-757-6339; H: 651-690-2427.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanups, bushes, trees, gutters. 
651-690-5227.

*LAWN MOWING*
Residential. Reasonable rates. Call 
Mark, 612-382-3047.

LANDSCAPING: www.dean 
bjorkstrand.com. Design & installa-
tion;  25 years' experience; Master 
Gardener, MN Horticulture Society. 
Insured. 612-861-3919. 

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate •Steps
•Patios •Floors •Sidewalks

• Retaining Walls • Footings
•Stone Steps & Walls

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com
Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Hamland Construction Co.
 651-319-3515 Licensed

Bonded • Insured

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Roger’s Tree Service
               Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

                    • Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

           ASh TReATmenTS
Certified Arborist ♦  Licensed ♦  Insured ♦  Free Estimates Cell: (612) 414-9241

( 651 )  699-7022     www.rogertree.com

 Roger Gatz

(612) 870-8884

Service Directory
dba

◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

continued

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg
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Service Directory
CHILD CARE

20+ YEARS; experience. Day care 
mom has FT/PT openings for  
infants and toddlers. Huge fenced 
yard. Excellent references. Sheila, 
651-225-9626.

EXPERIENCED NANNY. Need 
someone you can trust with the 
new baby, fun loving toddler or 
preschooler? Highland resident 
with local references. Specialized 
care in your home. CPR certified, 
nonsmoker, reliable transportation. 
Laura, 651-263-7126.

HEALtH CARE pRovIDER

PRIVATE DUTY. Male. 23 years' 
experience. All levels including  
dementia, Alzheimers, companion-
ship, personal cares, driver, meal 
prep, housework. Outstanding ref-
erences. 651-698-2599; 651- 
757-5448.

TLC ADULT care, PT, references 
and resume. Includes light house 
work if time permits. Prefer Wilder 
Tower, Mac-Grove, Highland only. 
Great rates. Call for information. 
Margie, 651-207-6156.

foR REnt REsIDEntIAL

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $635-$820. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. 
in 50+ locations. Outstanding 
service, professional mgmt. 
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

HIGHLAND  PARK. 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg.; underground heated park-
ing. $663-$824. 651-773-3485;  
www.1480randolphseniorapart 
ments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $720-$905. 1061 
Montreal Ave. Remodeled kitchens 
& bathrooms! www.krcapartments.
com. 651-698-7684.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,350 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. charming 2 bdrms., hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bdrms., 
carpeted, spacious closets; $635-
$655. For appt. call Cindy, 651- 
699-8471. Also offering rent specials. 

ONE & TWO bedroom roomy 
apartments featuring several up-
dated amenities. On bus line, short 
walk to Village. 651-788-0128.

1172 RANDOLPH. Large 3 bed-
room apartment, carpeted, near 
Trader Joe's, off-street parking; 
651-698-4184; 651-688-8180.

MAC-GROVE 1+ BR in garden 
home. Roommate for grad stu-
dent, Sept. 1. Quiet, cozy, washer, 
porch;  $650; 6-month lease. 651- 
695-1065.

1920 SUMMIT. First floor duplex, 
3+ bedroom, 2 full baths, large 
living room/gas fireplace, formal 
dining room, updated kitchen; N/S, 
$1,925/mo. + util. 651-698-3427.

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

• •

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation Services

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios

• Garage Slabs • Driveways
• Patterned Concrete

• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

Serving you since 1998
651-462-4969

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 25 years

Zeller
Plumbing
Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Express
Roofing
Stop any Leak $99

    flat, shake,
  shingle, gravel, rubber

 & torch down roofs
Senior Discount 15-30%

Commercial • Residential
612-225-7238

Rep
air

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Full Service Electrical Contractor
	 • FREE Estimates	 • Service Upgrades
	 • Electrical Maintenance	 • Lighting Conversions

		and Inspections	 • Surge Protection
	 • Generator Backup Systems

Serving the community since 1965
Give us a call today or visit our website

Office/Retail space for rent
Member:
Minnesota Electrical Association                       American Solar Energy
ABC-Associated Builders & Contractors         Longfellow Business Assocation

4165 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota
Ph: 612-724-9500             Fax: 612-729-8549

www.nelsonelectricinc.com

• Installation  • Repair  • Sanding (Dust 
Free)  • Refinishing   • Ceramic Tile

Free Estimates    952-292-2349 BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

Since 1883

Restoration Specialists
688 Hague                         651-292-0124

Plumbing and Heating Co.

Chimney &
Step Repair,

Misc. masonry
      grinding, tuck-pointing
SAM 952-292-0520

foR REnt REsIDEntIAL

SUMMIT AVE. Mansion. AMAZ­ING 
2-3 bdrm. condo. Living, dining, den, 
sitting rooms, wine cellar, workout 
room. New kitchen and bath. Large 
marble bathroom with jacuzzi. Granite 
kitchen. Walk-in California closets. 
Large rooms, amazing woodwork. 
Amazing 800 ft. rooftop deck. Perfect 
location. 2-car garage. $3,000. 
Application required. 651-485-5313.

HIGHLAND RIDGE. Luxury apart-
ment homes in Highland Park. 1-3 
bedrooms. starting at $895. Fitness 
center, business center, indoor 
pool, spa, W/D. 2285 Stewart Ave.; 
651-699-9135; www.stuartco.com.

MAC GROVELAND (Tangletown). 
Lower 2 BR duplex, appliances, 
heated, hdwd. floors, NP/NS; 
avail. Sept. 15/Oct. 1; $895; 651- 
699-8615.

14XX GRAND Ave. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath beautiful house. Natural 
woodwork, hdwd. floors, A/C. Great 
location and fabulous condition. 
2-car garage plus parking space. 
No smoking/pets. $1,500/mo. 651- 
485-5313.

RoommAtEs

MAC-GROVE female housemate 
wanted. 12XX Jefferson Ave. Great 
neighborhood! Charming, clean, 
sunny home with hdwd. floors, w/d, 
off-street parking. Share with PT 
resident/owner; NS/NP; $650+, 
and util. negotiable. Laura, 651- 
690-0406.

SHARE LARGE house. Quiet, 
clean. Historic district. $345 plus 
utilities; 651-414-0545.

foR REnt CommERCIAL

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

HIGHLAND OFFICE space for 
lease. Share 900 sq. ft. office 
with family therapist in Highland 
Village,  670 Cleveland Ave. S. 651- 
698-3828

OFFICE SUITE. 1050 sq. ft. space 
in historic Ramaley Building,  
658 Grand Ave. Includes two of-
fices, conference room, reception 
area. Heat, water, electricity and 
refuse included. $1,995/mo., avail-
able Jan. 1. Contact Mike at 612-
805-7543.

WEST 7TH near I-35. Prime  
offices. Convenient to Highland-
Crocus-W 7th. Free parking; quick 
access downtown St. Paul; airport; 
Minneapolis. Professional small 
offices and 3-4 person suite avail-
able. 2000 sq. ft. CAT-5. craigslist 
1295873029. 651-227-3916.

GREAT OFFICE space. Great  
location. Great price. Jefferson and 
Victoria just off 35E. Free parking. 
Up to 6 months free rent. You pick 
new carpet. 651-592-9067.

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+ 
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $300. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31 or Sue, ext. 32.

ONE OFFICE available with confer-
ence room. Use 24/7. Free parking. 
Busy street. Close to freeway. Short 
or long-term lease. All util. paid. 
651-248-5651.

PROFESSIONAL SPACE: Mac-
Groveland/Snelling; shared re-
ception area; storage; in-space 
bathrooms; utilities; convenient to 
both downtowns; visible, high-traffic 
location; newly remodeled, clean, 
quiet; ADA compliant; excellent for 
therapist or professional person. 
651-699-7096.

vACAtIon/tRAvEL

LUXURY CONDO SCOTTSDALE:  
Professionally designed, fully fur-
nished, 2 BR + Den. Fireplace, two 
decks, two car garage. Gated com-
munity,  in Grayhawk Nor th 
Scottsdale. Heated pool, workout 
room, spa across driveway. Utilities 
included. Close proximity to all, in-
cluding major highways. Virtual tour 
at www.bennett2rentit.com; click 
Scot tsdale and Vintage at 
Grayhawk. $2995/mo. Very luxuri-
ous. Avail. Oct. 1; 623-810-3201, 
Mark Steveken.
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2513 W. 7th St.      SIBLEY PLAZA     St. Paul, MN
TEL (651)690-1333  FAX (651)698-9275  www.asisubway.com

™

50¢ OFF
6” SUB

Not valid with other specials or discounts.

Expires 9/2/09

Sibley Plaza • 2471 W. 7th Street
651-699-1044

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10AM – 8PM    
SATURDAY 10AM – 6PM

EXPIRES 8/5/09

TT Angel Nails
“Good Service is a
Must at Our Salon”

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Facial & Body Waxing

New Customer
Specials!

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Facial & Body Waxing

Sibley Plaza • 2481 W. 7th St. • 651-699-3530

Cooper’s

Pick any 5 packages from the
“Pick 5” section and pay only $19.99!

Save at least $5.00!

European
     grocery and gift store

Kiev Foods
2509 West 7th St. • Sibley Plaza • (651) 690-5655
100% Organic

• sausage
• cheese  • kefir
• farmer cheese

from Russia, Ukraine, Poland, 
Romania, Italy, Finland, Germany,
 Greece, Austria, Israel and others.

10% OFF
from any purchase
with this coupon

Kiev Foods   (651) 690-5655

Christopher Hawley
Jean Pierre Pallais

(651) 696-9096

All your protection under one roof

Sibley Plaza • 2409 W. 7th St.

© 2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 http://www.amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
I N S U R A N C E ®

®All your protection under one roof

PLAZA TOBACCO
sibley plaza  •  next to champps

• We accept all Manufacturer’s Coupons
  • FREE Lighter With Carton Purchase

   2419 West 7th Street   (651) 699-6747
We Match Or Beat Any Competitor’s Prices

10% OFF

armo
LIQUOR STORE

COUPON

10% OFF
Wine bottle(s) of your choice
Sibley Plaza  651-698-0707
2489 W. 7th St. (just west of Cooper’s Super Valu)

Sale items 
not included.

With coupon 
thru 9/2/09.

Hot Summer Specials!

50-80% Off Retail 50-80% Off Retail
Featuring Home Decor, Garden Items
Clothing, Linens, Gifts, Tableware 
Cookware, Toys, Small Furniture
and Small Appliances

2417 W. 7th St.  •  SIBLEY PLAZA  •  (651) 698-1355
(Just west of Champps)   Hours Mon - Sat 10 - 7 • Sun 10 - 6

“Workout on your time, not ours”
• NO more major investments
   • NO more waiting to work-out
      • NO more lines for equipment
         • Access to ANY Anytime Fitness
            • State-of-the-Art Equipment

Join & Receive
1st MONTH FREE

2501 7th Street W. • Sibley Plaza
651-789-1010 Expires Sept. 2nd, 2009

20% OFFCO
UP

ON

2467 W. 7th St. • SIBLEY PLAZA
O P E N 7  D A Y S

LaHaciendaLaHacienda FAST  FOOD
Restaurant
(651) 699-3213

LLLLLLLLLL
Mexican

Any purchase
w/coupon . expires 9/2/09

Nile Chiropractic Clinic
Specializing in auto

and work-related injuries as well as 
headaches, neck and back pain

2421 West 7th Street • Sibley Plaza, St. Paul, MN

Walk-ins welcome. 651-699-1222

®

M - F  9-7     Sat  9 - 5     Sun  11 - 4

Where Fashion Sense Meets Common Sense

2473 W. 7th St. • SIBLEY PLAZA (651) 698.2100

Free Haircut
w/Full Foil

(Long and thick hair extra). Expires September 2, 2009.

LUNCH SPECIAL

One Adult Lunch Buffet
DINE-IN ONLY. With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 9-2-09.  ■  2435 W. 7th St.

BUFFET KING  ■  (651) 695-9605

DINNER SPECIAL

One Adult Dinner Buffet
DINE-IN ONLY. With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 9-2-09.  ■  2435 W. 7th St.

BUFFET KING  ■  (651) 695-9605
2435 West Seventh Street
SIBLEY PLAZA • JUST WEST OF CHAMPPS

Party Room Available – Discounted Meals

Delicious Chinese Food to Take-Out or Eat-In
Szechwan, Hunan &

Cantonese Style

Stores, restaurants 
and professionals

to serve every
member of the family 

year-round.

~ Assorted Fresh Bakery ~ • Egg Breakfast Sandwich and others  • Iced Drinks

5 StarCafe

20%Off
Any Coffee Product

with coupon. Limit one discount per item w/coupon.

     2469 W. 7th St.   Sibley Plaza  651-696-0909
        W R O O C • B A F B D
                             COUPON

Join Us For All 
Vikings/Gophers Games

Lots of Drink Specials!

americana


