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By Jane McClure

The discovery of the emerald ash borer 
in St. Paul has sparked a search for the 
pest that has extended into the Mer-

riam Park and Macalester-Groveland neigh-
borhoods. A plan to slow the spread of the 
insects could be released as early as this week.

The insects’ presence has sparked a flood of 
calls to city and state officials. More than 80 
people turned out for a meeting on May 20 in 
St. Anthony Park to discuss the extent of the 
problem. State and local officials are asking 
property owners with ash trees to hold off on 
removing the trees until a disposal plan is in 
place. It is likely that much of the wood will be 
burned by District Energy for its downtown 
heating and cooling system.

Meanwhile, transportation of firewood has 
been banned in Ramsey and Hennepin coun-
ties, and Ramsey County compost sites are no 
longer giving away wood chips.

The emerald ash borer, which is about a 
half inch long and named for its iridescent 
green color, was discovered in mid-May in the 
Hampden Park area of the St. Anthony Park 
neighborhood, northeast of I-94 and Highway 
280. That prompted a search within a two-
mile radius by inspectors from the Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture, Department of 
Natural Resources, Extension Services and St. 
Paul Parks and Recreation. The search began 
on May 19 and was to wrap up last week with 
a tree survey and the trapping of insects. Af-
ter the area is surveyed and the extent of the 
problem is determined, the next steps will be 
outlined. A total of 59 infested trees had been 
discovered in St. Paul as of May 28. 

“We know we can’t stop it,” said Minne-
sota Department of Agriculture entomologist 
Mark Abrahamson. “It’s impossible to stop it 
in its tracks.”

City officials are bracing themselves for a 
repeat of the 1970s, when Dutch elm disease 
devastated many of the trees on St. Paul’s bou-
levards and in its parks. “This is probably go-
ing to change my life for the next five years,” 
said Rich Lallier, operations manager for St. 
Paul Parks and Recreation.

The insects were first discovered by a pri-
vate tree service, said Geir Friisoe, director of 
the Department of Agriculture’s Plant Protec-
tion Division. That surprised state officials, 
whose focus has been in southeastern Minne-
sota because the insects are already in western 
Wisconsin. 

Still, Friisoe said state and local officials are 
ready.  “We’ve been planning for this day for 
many, many years,” he said.

Emerald ash borers have killed millions of 

By Jane McClure

Many area residents apparently op-
pose the idea of a new Walgreens 
being built in Highland Village, but 

there may be little they can do to stop it. That 
was the message more than 100 people heard 
during a meeting of the Highland District 
Council’s Community Development Com-
mittee on May 19.

A campaign initiated by Snyders, 2083 Ford 

Pkwy., drew many Walgreens foes to the meet-
ing, about half of them from across the Ford 
Bridge in Minneapolis. Snyders employees 
have gathered more than 2,500 signatures on 
a petition protesting the Walgreens project. 

Walgreens wants to demolish the building 
housing Party City and the now-closed Oasis 
Market at the northeast corner of Ford Park-
way and Finn Street. In their place, Walgreens 
wants to build a 9,483-square-foot store. The 
new store would abut Snyders’ parking lot. 

Three site plans were presented at the meet-
ing by Walgreens’ architect, John Kohler of 
Semper Development. All had the new store 
on the east side of the property. One plan had 
a separate, 450-square-foot retail building at 

Ford and Finn, while the other two had a bus 
shelter at that corner. Having the retail build-
ing would require a parking variance, Kohler 
said. Without it, there would be room for 43 
parking spaces, which would not require a 
variance.

The new store would be less than half the 
size of other local Walgreens, Kohler said. 
Walgreens has a purchase agreement for part 
of the property and a long-term lease-to-buy 
agreement for the rest.

Some of those who attended the meeting 
asked why Highland Village needed a Wal-
greens and expressed concern that it could 
drive Snyders out of business. Snyders, a re-
gional chain based in Minnetonka, has been 

in business since 1928. The company has 
struggled recently, announcing in February 
that it would close or sell 19 of its 47 corpo-
rate stores. Snyders also has 30 independently 
owned stores. The Highland Village store is 
corporately owned and has been located at 
two different sites on Ford Parkway for the 
past 38 years.

Walgreens was founded in 1901 in Chicago 
and has 6,629 stores nationwide, including 
one at Randolph and Snelling avenues and 
another at 46th Street and Hiawatha Avenue. 
According to Walgreens’ website, the compa-
ny plans to have 7,000 stores by 2010.

Grand Old Day is here again
Sisters Kaylie, 6, left, and Annika Youngberg, 4, cooled off with frozen strawberry 
smoothies at last year’s Grand Old Day. For information on the 36th annual celebration 
of summer, see the eight-page special section beginning on page 33. photo by brad stauffer

Local officials brace for battle 
against destructive ash borer
Hard-to-stop pests already 
found in 59 trees in St. Paul

Residents object to Walgreens’ plans for Ford Parkway corner
Opponents fear new 
store could drive nearby 
Snyders out of business
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Cleaning and Restoring Oriental Rugs Since 1895.

No other discounts apply

*Offer applies to pre-paid orders 
dropped off and picked up by 
customer. 

25% Off 
on Cleaning*

SALE ENDS
Sat. May 30

Hours: M-F: 8-5, Sat: 8-1
651-646-9641

V

Plant location: across Marshall Ave.
Bridge at 43rd and E. Lake St.

www.americanruglaundry.com
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FREE Cleaning and Gutter Repair
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product that we offer you...
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Back Guarantee
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Guarantee

Call Dan Corley today! 651-291-1985
www.dcgutterfilter.com
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Protection So Advanced, It’s Simple.

By Jane McClure

Despite the protests from several 
cultural groups, the St. Paul City 
Council voted 4-2 on May 26 to 

use $178,000 in the city’s Cultural Sales 
Tax Revitalization (STAR) dollars to bal-
ance its 2009 library budget.

The shift was outlined in the city’s 
2009  budget adopted last December, but 
has become an issue as council members 
and the mayor’s administration struggle 
to balance both the 2009 and 2010 city 
budgets.

Council members Lee Helgen and 
Dave Thune, who voted against the 
shift, led an unsuccessful effort to find 
another source of funding for the library. 
Thune then tried to take $25,500 out of 
the library allocation and redistribute 
it to other Cultural STAR projects, but 
that effort also failed and the allocations 
were approved as proposed by the may-
or’s administration.

The city doles out about $1.5 mil-
lion in STAR grants to art and cultural 
groups each year in biannual funding 
cycles. The money comes from St. Paul’s 
extra half-percent sales tax. 

Joe Spencer, who oversees cultural 
programs for Mayor Chris Coleman, 
said the spring 2009 funding cycle for 
cultural programs was one of the most 
competitive he has seen. The Cultural 
STAR board received 54 requests total-
ing $2.43 million and recommended 33 
projects worth $567,966.

The $178,000 library allocation was 
proposed by Coleman. He also trimmed 
many of the board’s recommendations, 
bringing the total approved by the City 
Council to $655,091.

Helgen and Thune said using STAR 
money to balance the library budget 
hurts the cultural groups that rely on it. 
“The problem is, some of these organi-
zations are so small, a 10 to 20 percent 
cut could kill them,” Thune said. “This 

will put some of the smaller organiza-
tions out of business.”

The use of Cultural STAR money for 
the city’s libraries was opposed by the 
Arts and Culture Partnership, which 
includes several organizations and was 
formed in 2007 to raise more than $50 
million to provide an endowment for the 
Ordway and rebuild its 306-seat McK-
night Theatre. Last fall, the City Council 
approved $300,000 per year for the next 
10 years in Cultural STAR funds toward 
that effort.

“We’re pleased that our voice was 
heard (by Thune and Helgen),” said 
SteppingStone Theatre managing direc-
tor Ross Willets, who is a member of 
the partnership. He said the group will 
continue to advocate against the use of 
STAR money to balance the city’s gen-
eral fund. “We think that sets a bad prec-
edent,” he said.

Use of Cultural STAR money for city 
operations is troubling, Thune said, be-
cause of the promises made to cultural 
groups when the extra half-percent sales 
tax was first proposed in 1991. The city 
already uses $3.5 million per year in 
Neighborhood STAR money to pay for 
capital improvements. Thune said the 
May 26 vote was a continuation of the 
trend to raid STAR for city operating 
expenses.

“There will be no STAR money com-

ing back to the community—period,” 
he said. “That’s not what we created the 
STAR program for. This money was 
never to be used to balance the city bud-
get.”

Other council members said the city’s 
intent was clear when the 2009 budget 
was adopted, adding that they have few 
other options. “We’re in very, very diffi-
cult budget times and we need to main-
tain flexibility,” said council member 
Russ Stark.

“Honestly, there has to be some recog-
nition of the reality we’re in these days,” 
said council member Kathy Lantry.

Of the 54 Cultural STAR grant re-
quests, only a handful came from the 
area served by the Villager. The CSPS 
Hall on West 7th Street received $18,480 
toward a fire sprinkler system. The 
Highland Business Association received 
$5,460 to bring the Naked Stage the-
ater company to this summer’s High-
land Fest. Penumbra Theater received 
$21,000 for theater renovations. The 
Selby Area Community Development 
Corporation received $6,300 for its an-
nual jazz festival. SteppingStone Theatre 
received $10,080 toward a collaborative 
project with a dance theater group.

Local requests for Cultural STAR 
funds that were turned down include 
those from ArtStart ($10,000) and the 
Highland Friendship Club ($15,224).

By Jane McClure

More than 70 people attended 
a public hearing on May 26 
to hear the St. Paul Capital 

Improvement Budget (CIB) Commit-
tee present its rankings for 150 projects 
competing for funding in 2010-2011. 
The committee will vote on its final rec-
ommendations on June 8 before sending 
them on to Mayor Chris Coleman and 
the City Council for review as part of the 
city’s 2010 budget process.

Much of the testimony at the public 
hearing came from people who oppose 
the city’s plans to replace the Como Park 
Pool and from people who want to see 
a combined community center and li-
brary in the Payne-Maryland area. More 
than a dozen people also showed up to 
support funding for Fitzgerald Park in 
downtown St. Paul. The pool replace-
ment and Payne-Maryland project failed 
to make the cut. Fitzgerald Park is in line 
to get $2.1 million.

The CIB Committee is recommend-
ing support for 57 projects as well as 40 
annual maintenance programs. At this 
point, it appears that only 10 projects in 
the area served by the Villager are in line 
for funding.

Three of the projects relate to the Cen-

tral Corridor light-rail transit line. They 
include streetscape improvements (tied 
for sixth), with $500,000 recommended 
in 2010 and $1.5 million in 2011; com-
pletion of north-south sidewalks link-
ing to the Central Corridor (tied for 
seventh), with $175,000 in 2011; and 
off-street parking improvements (tied 
for eighth), with $175,000 in 2010 and 
$175,000 in 2011.

Here is how the other area projects 
were ranked by the CIB Committee:

• Hamline Avenue Bridge replace-
ment over Ayd Mill Road (tied for sec-
ond) would receive $450,000 in 2010 
and $450,000 in 2011. The city would 
also seek other funds for the $4.9 mil-
lion project.

• Palace Recreation Center’s renova-
tion and expansion (tied for eighth) 
would get $150,000 in 2010 and $215,000 
in 2011.

• Bicycle lanes and other bike-related 
improvements on Prior Avenue in Mer-
riam Park and Hamline-Midway (tied 
for 14th) were recommended to get 
$53,000 in 2011.

• Planning for future improvements 
to Merriam Park (tied for 15th) was 
penciled in for $64,000 in 2010.

• Bike lanes on Jefferson Avenue in 
Macalester-Groveland and the West 

End (tied for 15th) would get $250,000 
in 2010. Transit for Livable Communi-
ties has offered to match that amount.  

• Reconstruction of Fairview Avenue 
from Randolph to St. Clair avenues 
(20th) was recommended to get $1.6 
million in 2010 and $525,000 in future 
years.

• Reconstruction of Fairview Avenue 
from St. Clair to Summit avenues (24th) 
would get  $1.6 million in 2010 and 
$525,000 in future years.

Local projects that were not recom-
mended include continued renovation of 
the Highland Park Pool and bathhouse, 
renovation of the Highland Pavilion 
and the Highland National Golf Course 
clubhouse, streetscape improvements 
on Western Avenue, West 7th boule-
vard trees, renovation of the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center/Highland Library, 
Marshall Avenue median work in Mer-
riam Park, off-leash dog parks, Shepard 
Road reconstruction between I-35E and 
Highway 5, improvements to the Elway 
Street entrance to Crosby Farm Park, re-
construction of the Grotto Street stairs, 
Grand Avenue traffic calming and street 
lights, and Selby Avenue streetcar tunnel 
restoration.

Protests sound over Cultural STAR allocation
Council shifts dollars 
earmarked for arts to 
balance library budget

Local capital improvement projects ranked

John Raymond lit up the stage with his trumpet during the Selby Jazz Fest, 
which is recommended to receive Cultural STAR funds. PhoTo by bRAd STAuFFeR



WEDNESDAY, juNE 3, 2009  VILLAGER pAGE 3

trees in eastern U.S. states since being 
discovered in Michigan almost a decade 
ago. The insects are believed to have 
been transported here from China in 
shipping crates.

The condition of the diseased trees 
here indicates the borers could have 
been here for five years, Abrahamson 
said. “The insect is hard to find and you 
never quite know where it is,” he said. It 
is the borer’s larvae that actually kill the 
trees.

State officials estimate that there are 
about 900 million ash trees in Minne-
sota. It is unclear how many of them are 
in the two-mile radius or in the St. Paul 
as a whole. Cy Kosel, natural resources 
manager for St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation, figures that about one-third of the 
city’s 40,000 boulevard trees and one-
fourth of the 100,000 trees in city parks 
are ash. An unknown number of ash are 
on private property.

The day before the borers were dis-
covered in St. Paul, the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission discussed 
the insects and the city’s control plans. 
Though the control plans are current 
and being coordinated with the state, 
the city’s overall tree plan has not been  
extensively update since the 1970s. That 
update has started and may be acceler-
ated due to the discovery of the emerald 
ash borers.

“Starting in the 1970s, ashes were 
widely planted as an alternative to elms,” 
Kosel said. However, the city stopped 
planting ash trees about five years ago 
due to concerns about ash borers, said 
city forester Chris Bache. “In that way, 
we’re ahead of the game, he said.

Still, he and retired city forester T.K. 
Walling said that there are entire areas 
of the city where the boulevard trees are 
ash, including areas in Highland Park, 
Como Park and the East Side. Many of 
those trees are near the end of their lives, 

making them more vulnerable to pests.
The challenge for St. Paul and other 

cities is to deal with the emerald ash bor-
ers at a time of tight resources, said Parks 
and Recreation director Mike Hahm. “If 
there’s a bad outbreak, we’ll pretty much 
have to cease doing everything else” to 
deal with the diseased trees, he said. 
The city will have to weigh whether it 
is more cost-effective to treat the  trees 
or cut them down. Either way, Hahm 
warned, the costs could overwhelm city 
resources.

The 2009 Minnesota Legislature did 
approve $2 million to help cities ad-
dress diseased trees, said Senator Ellen 
Anderson. The money comes from the 
Legacy Act. 

Another worry is that the borers will 
attract another kind of pest—people 
trying to make a profit from the prob-
lem. Bob Fitch, director of the Minne-
sota Nursery and Landscape Associa-
tion, said area residents should not deal 
with people who sell trees or offer tree 
removal and insect treatment services 
door-to-door. 

“Whenever we see a pest outbreak 
like this, we see the woodies,” Fitch said, 
referring to people who go to woods, 
dig up trees and try to sell them, which 
further increases the risk of spreading 
insects and disease.

Several of those attending the meeting 
on  May 20 asked about protecting ash 
trees from the borers. Treatments can 
cost $50 to $200 per application, Fitch 
said, depending on the size of the tree. A 

tree professional will know if a tree can 
survive longer with treatment or if it is 
already too late.

Lallier said the city has not decided 
whether it will treat its ash trees or 
will allow home owners to inject ash 
trees on their boulevards, which has 
been allowed with elms. However, state 
officials warned that injections will only 
slow the disease, not eradicate it

Emerald ash borers attack green, 
white black and blue ash trees, with the 
green and white varieties being the most 
common in Minnesota. Mountain ash 
and prickly ash are not true ash trees and 
will not fall victim to the borer.

One of the easiest ways to recognize 
mature green or white ashes is by their 
diamond-patterned bark. Ash trees may 
also be recognized by their compound 
leaves, with as many as 11 leaflets on one 
stem. The leaves may or may not have 
toothed edges. 

Because the borers infest the trees 
beneath the bark, they are hard to see 
at first. One sign of infestation is thin-
ning leaves at the tree’s top, before the 
tree loses all of its leaves. Cracks in the 
bark and the presence of woodpeckers 
are another sign, as is a tiny D-shaped 
hole where borers enter the bark. When 
the bark of an infected tree is peeled off, 
squiggly patterns left by the larvae can 
be seen on the trunk. . 

For more information, visit the De-
partment of Agriculture website at www.
mda.mn.us or call 651-201-6684.

Grand Hill Cass Gilbert
Brick Queen Anne on private, classy 
Grand Hill. Cass Gilbert designed 
w/exceptional quality and character, 
glorious 3-story staircase, 6 BRs, 3 
FPs, 5 baths, CA. Exceptional!

651 225-3903 $1,149,000

Summit Ave. Duplex
977 Summit: Intriguing stucco duplex 
with tile roof on gorgeous .71-acre 
lot. 2,800+ sq. ft. each floor w/3 BRs, 
sunroom, beatiful LR, DR & master 
suites, CA, 4-car gar. & huge attic.

651 225-3903 $999,900

Family-Friendly Victorian
716 Goodrich: Sunny, cheerful Victo-
rian w/elegant staircase, tall ceilings, 
spacious rooms, 6+ BRs, 5 baths on 
wonderful alley w/children of all ages 
& friendly neighbors..

651 225-3903 $749,900

Wonderful Highland Home
1804 Hillcrest Ave.: Completely up-
dated 4-BR, 3-bath Tudor w/red tile 
roof on 60' lot. Fabulous new kit. 
w/pantry & island. Main floor SR, FR, 
laundry & ½ bath. 

651 234-5708 $749,900

7609 Bennett Court
Beautiful custom-designed 2-story 
four square. 4 BRs, 4 baths, wrap-
around porch and natural environ-
ment. Excellent value & location!
www.carianncarter.com

651 690-8437 $474,900

Spectacular Setting!
476 Woodlawn Ave.: Fabulous family 
home. 4 BRs, 5 baths, 6,080+ FSF, 
spacious room sizes, situated beauti-
fully on 3 lots. Perfect condition!

651 225-3921 $1,295,000

City Estate on the River Rd.
260 Mississippi River Blvd. S: Truly 
one of St. Paul's most admired 
homes. Stately 6-BR, 6-bath beauty 
with stone exterior, slate roof, and 
leaded windows. 6,650 FSF.

651 225-3921 $1,990,000

Charming Bungalow!
1742 St. Clair Ave.: This spacious 3-
BR home has a cozy front porch, liv-
ing room fireplace, hardwood floors, 
and the upstairs would make a great 
family room or MBR suite.

651 225-3921 $244,900

Gracious Colonial
2182 Fairmount Ave.: This fabulous 
3-BR, 2-bath family home is located 
in King's Maple Wood within walking 
distance to the River Blvd. Main floor 
family room & sun room.

651 225-3921 $439,000

New Price, Great View!
All-new kitchen appliances add to 
the convenience of this 1-BR condo 
with fabulous views from the balcony. 
Includes in-unit laundry, pool & many 
more amenities.

612 750-3478 $137,400

MLS
Grand Avenue Office

700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321
Highland Park Office

735 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

New Home in Crocus
890 Linwood Ave.: Stunning! Built in 
2005, this high quality 2-story home 
features quarter-sawn oak wdwk., 
fabulous gourmet kit., open floor plan, 
3 BRs w/spacious MBR & 4 baths.

651 225-3970 $697,500

Come Downtown!
300 Wall St. #101: Enjoy a fun urban 
lifestyle in this immaculate 1,500 sq. 
ft. historic Great Northern Loft. Come 
& explore the river & farmer's market 
just 1 block away.

651 225-3970 $274,900

Summer Entertaining
1881 Hampshire Ave.: Wow! Private 
½-acre lot w/backyard patio, 2 party 
rooms, service kit., 5 BRs including 2 
MBR suites, 4 baths & 6,000 sq. ft.

651 225-3970 $795,900

Upper Landing Beauty
312 Spring St. #304: Spacious 1,700 
sq. ft. 2-BR/2-bath condo w/bonus 
den, balcony & 2-car garage. Sunny 
unit w/beautiful bluff & partial river 
views. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $439,900

Stroll to the River & Park
600 Desnoyer Ave.: Rock-solid 4-BR, 
2-bath in the heart of Merriam Park 
on a quiet street. Spacious LR, large 
eat-in kit., new deck & large fenced 
yard. 2-car gar. Estate – sold "as-is".

651 485-0104 $264,900
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Our welcome mat
never wears out.  

FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $395 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 6/30/09
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241

�b EmERALD ASh boRER The emerald ash 
borer (pictured) is 
about a half inch 
long and named 
for its iridescent 
green color. Its 
larvae kill ash 
trees by tunnel-
ing under the 
bark. 
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At� Twin� Cities� Eye�
Specialists,� we� specialize�

in� helping� you� see� your�
best.�

Whether� you� simply� need� an�
eye�exam�for�glasses�or�contact�
lenses� or� if� you� have� an� eye�
condition�that�requires�medical�or�
surgical� treatment,� we� are�
committed� to� helping� you� achieve�

your�best�results.�

Considering�Lasik?��We�offer�the�latest�
in� Lasik,� including� advanced� wavefront�

laser�vision�correction.�

Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!

WE HAVE THE BEST BIRTHDAY
PARTY ROOM IN TOWN!

Celebrate Your Child’s Birthday
in our Private Party Room!

Six Play Tables and Operating Train Layouts will help
make that Birthday Party Really Special!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

New Story Times with Engineer Paul!
Tues June 9     Sat. June 13
Tues. June 23    Sat. June 27

Story Time always starts at 10:00 am
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2050 Marshall Ave.   St. Paul    651-646-5252
M-F 10-8   Sat 10-6    Sun 11-5

By Kevin Driscoll

Minnesotans will have to 
wait to find out just how 
the state will spend its 

money over the next two years. Af-
ter close to five months of debate, 
the DFL-controlled House and 
Senate approved a biennial budget 
bill on May 18 that Governor Tim 
Pawlenty promptly vetoed. It was 
an acrimonious end to what seven-
term incumbent Representative 
Michael Paymar called “the most 
challenging session I’ve ever expe-
rienced.”

“We began the session knowing 
that budget cuts would have to be 
made,” said Paymar (DFL-District 
64B), referring to the $4.8 billion 
state budget deficit projected for the 
two years beginning July 1. “But we 
also had hoped for a balanced ap-
proach, including some tax increas-
es, government reform and budget-
ary changes that provided a stable 
source of revenue in the future.”

Paymar accused the Republican 
governor of refusing to compro-
mise with the DFL majority in the 
House and Senate. Pawlenty, for his 
part, had warned DFLers that he 
would not accept any tax increases, 
especially in these tough economic 
times. 

The budget bill passed by the 
House and Senate contained nearly 
$1 billion in tax increases, including 
a new 9 percent tax bracket for cou-
ples with annual incomes of more 
than $250,000, an increased tax on 
alcohol and a new tax on credit card 
companies charging interest rates of 
more than 15 percent. The idea, ac-
cording to Senator Richard Cohen 
(DFL-District 64), was to make up 
through new taxes the $1 billion 
in revenue that Pawlenty proposed 
raising by selling bonds that the 
state would have to pay back over 
the next 20 years.  

This isn’t the first time the Leg-
islature has adjourned without a 
balanced budget. However, this 

time, Pawlenty said, there will be no 
special session to overcome the im-
passe. Instead, he said, he will bal-
ance the budget through line-item 
vetoes and unallotment, unilaterally 
cutting money from various pro-
grams already appropriated by the 
Legislature.

“The basic responsibility of the 
Legislature is to responsibly pass 
a balanced budget,” Pawlenty said 
on the day after the session ended, 
“and the DFL failed. They spent $34 
billion when they only had $31 bil-
lion available. But politics as usual 
around this place is over. We’re not 
going to have a special session or a 
state government shutdown.”

Pawlenty used his unallotment 
authority in January when he cut 
$271.4 million from various appro-
priations to help address a $426.4 
million shortfall in the state’s 2008-
2009 budget. The cuts affected lo-
cal government aid to cities and 
counties, various human service 
programs, higher education and 
various funds not yet spent by state 
agencies. Those entities can expect 
more of the same for the 2010-2011 
biennium, according to Cohen.

Pawlenty spokesperson Brian 
McClung denied that the governor 
has any preconceptions of where his 
budget axe will fall. “The governor 
has said he will use executive ac-
tions to bring the state budget into 
balance,” McClung said. “That in-
cludes the governor’s unallotment 
authority. Our administration will 
be looking across state government 
to find areas that can be reduced.”

Pawlenty vetoed 30 of the 179 
bills passed by the Legislature this 
session (22 full vetoes and eight 
line-item vetoes ), according to Mc-
Clung. Among the vetoed bills were 
sweeping changes to state election 
procedures, including more early 
voting, revised absentee balloting 
and an August primary election; 
an enhanced anti-bullying measure 
for public schools; the legalization 
of marijuana for medical purposes; 

and the funding of a new mediation 
process between homeowners and 
lenders prior to mortgage foreclo-
sure proceedings.

Pawlenty did sign a bill this ses-
sion that protected health care cov-
erage for 113,000 Minnesotans on 
MinnesotaCare, according to Co-
hen. However, 35,000 others, “in-
cluding many who are on welfare 
or can’t afford MinnesotaCare, will 
lose their health care coverage,” Co-
hen said, “and state nursing home 
facilities will see severe cuts.” 

Due to Pawlenty’s veto of the 
higher education bill, “we’ll see 
higher tuition rates at the University 
of Minnesota and state colleges and 
universities,” Cohen said. However, 
thanks to federal stimulus funding, 
the budget cuts will be a relatively 
modest 2 percent at the University 
of Minnesota and 1 percent for the 

Minnesota State Colleges and Uni-
versities system. 

Despite the budget impasse, state 
legislators across the Villager area 
chalked up some successes for the 
2009 session.

Paymar was the chief author of 
a public safety finance bill that the 
governor signed. Though the state 
deficit forced $60 million in cuts to 
that appropriation, Paymar said, “we 
did provide needed funding for the 
courts and public defenders, a small 
increase to the state Department of 
Corrections…and we shielded bat-
tered women’s and sexual assault 
programs and the Department of 
Human Rights from big cuts.” Pay-
mar also authored a bill increasing 
penalties for sex traffickers that the 
governor signed.

Representative Rick Hansen 
(DFL-District 39A), one of two 

House members on the Lessard 
Outdoor Heritage Council, helped 
draft a plan for spending revenue 
from the new Legacy Amendment 
and its 0.375 percent sales tax ap-
proved by voters last fall. 

The statewide sales tax is expected 
to raise $398.5 million in the coming 
two years for the state’s natural and 
cultural resources, including $65 
million for a Parks and Trails Fund, 
$87.5 million for an Outdoor Heri-
tage Fund, $151 million for a Clean 
Water Fund and $95 million for an 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Hansen also helped shepherd a 
bill into law this session that directs 
the state Department of Natural Re-
sources to draft new rules to govern 
redevelopment along the metropol-
itan stretch of the Mississippi River 
from Dayton to Hastings.

Senator Patricia Torres Ray 
(DFL-District 62) chaired the Leg-
acy Amendment’s Parks and Trails 
Subcommittee this spring. “I truly 
believe we crafted a fantastic piece 
of legislation that will really make 
Minnesotans proud,” she said.

Representative Carlos Mariani 
(DFL-District 65B) called the pas-
sage and signing of the K-12 educa-
tion bill “a big story because, even in 
the present economic circumstanc-
es, we didn’t cut school funding.”

Representative Erin Murphy 
(DFL-District 64A) authored sever-
al bills that became law this spring, 
including a measure addressing the 
licensing and accessibility of flu 
vaccines and the creation of a state 
Department of Revenue electronic 
citizen notification system for any 
changes in sales and use taxes. 

Murphy acknowledged Pawlen-
ty’s constitutional authority to make 
unallotments. However, she added, 
“I think his use of unallotment in 
this way is an expansion of guberna-
torial authority. If allowed to stand, 
it will erode the balance of power 
between the executive and legisla-
tive branches of state government.”  

According to Murphy, Pawlenty’s 
unilateral approach begs the ques-
tion, “Why would any governor 
work with the legislative branch to 
balance the budget?”

Governor leapfrogs legislative impasse over state budget

A view of the state Capitol from inside the Minnesota History Center.

Pawlenty rejects DFL plan for tax increases, 
says he’ll cut spending through unallotment
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By Kevin Driscoll

The 50 parents and teachers who attend-
ed a May 20 meeting at Longfellow El-
ementary School appeared resigned to 

the imminent demise of the 126-year-old in-
stitution. The school at 318 Moore St. in Mer-
riam Park is one of three elementary schools 
slated for closing at the end of the 2009-10 
school year as part of a proposed plan for 
Large Scale System Change in the St. Paul 
Public Schools. Roosevelt on the West Side 
and Sheridan on the East Side are the others 
that were chosen for closing based on the con-
dition of their buildings, their academic per-
formance and their enrollment in relation to 
the size of their buildings.

Longfellow’s enrollment in grades pre-K to 
6 has dropped from 412 in the fall of 2001 to a 
projected 200 students in the fall of 2009. The 
school has the capacity for 504 students. 

Enrollment has been declining across the 
school district over the past decade, from a 
high of 45,000 students in 1998 to 38,500 in 
2008-09. That trend is expected to continue 
for at least the next four or five years, accord-
ing to Sharon Freeman, the school district’s 
director of elementary education. 

By closing the three schools, the school dis-
trict could save nearly $2.5 million per year, 
Freeman said. Longfellow’s portion of those 
savings would be $586,522. “That may not 
seem like much,” she said, “but the projected 
budget for all three schools for the next two 
years is $8 million—for an estimated enroll-
ment of fewer than 1,000 students. That’s 
money that could be spread out over the other 
elementary schools in the district.”

Longfellow was planning to introduce clas-
sical studies and Latin to its humanities pro-
gramming this fall. Why, asked a Longfellow 
parent and site council member, would the 
school district do away with its only classi-
cal program when other elementary schools 
have also been experiencing declining enroll-
ments? 

It could be that the other elementary schools 
have a better record of meeting state goals for 
adequate yearly progress (AYP) in academics 
under the federal No Child Left Behind Act, 
replied district chief of schools Nancy Stachel. 
Longfellow has failed to meet its AYP goals in 
each of the last three years. The results for the 
2008-09 school year are not yet available. 

Freeman said she knows “how difficult and 
emotional this is for those who have worked 
to instill the classical approach to study at 
Longfellow, and we really appreciate your 
hard work.” She said the school district hopes 
to establish a similar program at other schools 
in the district.

Longfellow has also created a new Positive 
Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) 

system to serve as a model for the entire 
school district. “Why can’t we stay open to be 
that model?” asked Longfellow kindergarten 
teacher Patti Nelson.

“Longfellow is a model for PBIS,” Stachel 
said. “So good a model that we plan to take 
that program and expand it throughout the 
district. In fact, many of the programs at 
Longfellow are excellent ones that we plan to 
emulate. But unfortunately, it’s the other fac-
tors that influenced our recommendation to 
close it.”

The St. Paul School Board will hold a public 
meeting on the proposed school closings at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, June 15, at the school dis-
trict’s administration building, 360 Colborne 
St. The board is expected to vote on the plan 
for Large Scale System Change as well as the 
school district budget for 2009-10 at its regu-
lar meeting on June 16. 

If the School Board decides to close Long-
fellow, Stachel said, school district staff will 
meet several times over the next year with 
Longfellow parents to discuss where they 
prefer to move their children and the logistics 
necessary to make that happen. 

A lot depends on the future disposition of 
the plan for Large Scale System Change. As 
part of that plan, the School Board is con-
sidering changing the district’s school choice 
program by dividing the city into three re-
gions. With a few exceptions, free transporta-
tion would only be available to students who 
live more than a half-mile or possibly a mile 
from school and then only if that school is in 
the same region in which they live.

Students could still choose to attend a school 
outside their region, but unless it is one of the 
seven magnet schools that would retain their 
citywide enrollment status, they would have 
to provide their own transportation. “Popular 
and successful magnet programs would be 
replicated in each of the three regions,” Sta-
chel said.

Longfellow is currently a citywide option 
school open to students living anywhere in 
St. Paul. Though more than 700 school-age 
children live in Longfellow’s attendance area, 
only 35 of them are among the 214 students 
currently attending Longfellow, according to 
school district data.

One parent asked, “What can we do to pre-
vent the closing of Longfellow?”

“None of this is set in stone,” Stachel replied. 
“You can continue to make your feelings 
known to the School Board. If anyone has 
a better idea on how to deal with the school 
district’s structural deficit, achievement gap 
and ongoing financial problems, we want to 
hear it. We don’t pretend to have all the an-
swers, much less the right ones. This proposal 
was based on all of our research and feedback 
from several public meetings beginning last 
September.”

For more information on the school dis-
trict’s plan for Large Scale System Change, 
visit www.spps.org or call 651-767-8100.

Longfellow parents are briefed 
on proposed closing of school
School district officials 
answer a lot of what-ifs

With help from teacher Hannah Edwards, Longfellow kindergartner Chanella Eason and 
her classmates are tutored in the computer lab using Kidpix.  pHoto by brad StauffEr
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Two Senior Residences, One Great Neighborhood
Your Home. Our Commitment.

The Wellington
Assisted Living
651-699-2664

2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul
www.wellingtonresidence.com

The Alton
Memory Care
651-699-2480

1306 Alton Street, St. Paul
www.TheAlton.com

• Large one & two bedroom apartments
• 24-hour on-site home care staff
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Respite (short-term) available
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker
• Exceptional calendar of activities
• Lifeline emergency response system
• CareSuites for those with higher care needs

• Private living suites in small neighborhood settings
• Staff trained for memory care 24/7
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Creative and Meaningful Activity Program
• Monitored building and resident response system
• Professional nursing staff on-site and on-call
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker

The Wellington is dedicated to providing a 
community of choice and dignity.

A Home-Like Setting
and “Person-Centered” Care

Where Caring Reflects Family.

An evening of conversation…
Cathie Hartnett – FM 107

radio personality (�e Polichicks)
Lori La Bey – author and lecturer

(“Come Play in My Playground”
and “As �e Cookie Crumbles”)

�ursday, June 18
hors d’ouevres 6 pm, speakers 6:30pm

Free, RSVP or questions call 651-699-2664
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“It’s extremely important to us to not 
have this Walgreens here,” said Dave 
Leonard, president of Snyders. “It would 
be difficult to have two drugstores so 
close together.”

Many of those attending the meeting 
demanded that the Highland District 
Council and Ward 3 City Council mem-
ber Pat Harris stop Walgreens from com-
ing to the Village. However, HDC com-
mittee chair Shawn Bartsh and Ward 3 
legislative aide Dennis Rosemark said 
they do not have that power.

“The city doesn’t get to choose who 
comes to the neighborhood,” Rosemark 
said. The site is already zoned for busi-
ness use and there are no special licens-
ing requirements that prevent Walgreens 
from coming in.

“I’m as frustrated about this as you 
are,” Bartsh told the crowd, “but there 
isn’t a lot we can do about it.” 

Bartsh, who represents the Highland 
Business Association on the district 
council, drew groans when she noted 
that CVS Pharmacy also has sought a 
Highland Village spot for some time. 

Several speakers said Walgreens 
would hurt Snyders and other exist-
ing businesses in Highland Village, but 
Bartsh noted that the economic impact 
on nearby businesses are not considered 
a factor in city officials’ decision to ac-
cept or reject a site plan.

The site plan Walgreens ultimately 
chooses will be reviewed by city staff to 
see if it meets certain conditions, such 
as those involving motor vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic, storm and sanitary 

sewer capacity, landscaping, lighting, 
fencing and access for disabled people. 

Site plan reviews also may be sent to 
the St. Paul Planning Commission for a 
public hearing. The commission’s deci-
sion is final unless it is appealed to the 
City Council. Because of the possibility 
of an appeal, Harris cannot take a posi-
tion on the issue lest he have to recuse 
himself from a council vote.

Some neighbors were frustrated that 
their concerns about the site plan got 
drowned out in the opposition to Wal-
greens in general. Neighbors to the north 
had specific concerns about traffic, pe-
destrian safety, parking and lighting. 
Pinehurst Avenue resident Mat Hollin-
shead said Finn Street, which dead-ends 
at the Ford-Pinehurst alley, should be re-
striped with a turn lane for southbound 
vehicles. “Give me a bucket of paint and 
I’ll do it tomorrow,” he said.

Others spoke for banning parking on 
Finn, making physical changes to deter 
wrong-way traffic in the alley and mak-
ing safety improvements for pedestrians 
who use a north-south walkway from 
Pinehurst to the alley. Kohler said Wal-
greens would work with neighbors, the 
city and the HDC to improve the traffic 
conditions in the vicinity.

Highland Parkway resident Rick Da-
genais called the Walgreens plan “an 
antiquated design.” The building would 
be brick and precast stone, like the one 
at Randolph and Snelling. He urged the 
HDC to hold out for a more attractive 
design.

The Community Development Com-
mittee has scheduled a meeting for 
neighbors to meet with Kohler about 
design changes for Walgreens at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, June 3, at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

PROPOSED WALGREENS
2111 FORD PARKWAY
ST PAUL, MN

COLOR SITE PLAN

By Jane McClure

Planning for the areas around three 
proposed Central Corridor infill 
light-rail transit stations on Uni-

versity Avenue will begin this summer. 
The St. Paul Planning Commission voted 
unanimously on May 22 to initiate plan-
ning for the stations at Hamline Avenue, 
Victoria Street and Western Avenue. 
The intent is to come up plans for future 
transit-oriented development plans for 
those areas, including everything from 
new commercial and residential uses to 
new parks and trails connecting to the 
light-rail line.

A citizen committee will start meeting 

in September. The goal is for the com-
mittee to meet through the fall and win-
ter, host open houses to review the plans 
and have the plans ready to adopt by the 
Planning Commission next January, and 
by the City Council next spring.

The city is responsible for land-use 
changes  along the light-rail line, which 
will connect the downtowns of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. Plans have already 
been completed for the areas around the 
other Central Corridor stations from 
downtown St. Paul to the city’s western 
boundary.  

Residents and business owners along 
University Avenue pushed for the three 
additional stations to reduce the dis-

tance between stops for transit riders. 
The other rail stops on University Av-
enue are at the Capitol, Rice Street, Dale 
Street, Lexington, Snelling, Fairview, 
Raymond and Westgate.

In 2008 the Metropolitan Council 
agreed to add the three infill stations to 
the Central Corridor plans, with the idea 
of providing the infrastructure for them 
when the rail line is built. The stations 
themselves would be added as funding 
is available. 

Some utility work has already started 
in downtown St. Paul in anticipation of 
the light-rail line. Full construction will 
not begin until 2010, with completion 
slated for 2014.

Hamline, Victoria, Western station area planning begins 

�b walgreens

One of three site plans for a new Walgreens at Ford Parkway and Finn Street.
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

At Garlock-French, our friendly,
reliable staff will take care of 
all the details, so you won’t
have to. And, we  guarantee 
our workmanship.

A Garlock-French roof will not only give you years of trouble-free
 service. We can also help you with  Roof Repairs, Chimney, Custom
Sheet Metal, and Gutter projects.

You can expect more from us because quality, value, and craftsmanship
have been the hallmarks of Garlock-French for over 77 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.
To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You can
expect
more

from us.

A Quarter Century of Helping Homeowners
           • Shingle & Flat Roof
                          • Siding & Gutters

                                     • Exterior Restoration
                                                                 Free  Estimates, Many References
                                                                licensed, bonded & insured

MN Lic. #20320318
www.austadconstruction.com

AUSTAD CONSTRUCTION
Residential & Commercial

Dave

GAF
GAF MATERIALS
CORPORATION

®

TM

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

C E R T I F I E D

GAF
GAF MATERIALS
CORPORATION

® 182A Ryan Lane
 651-482-0070     St. Paul

Long-serving Tom Conlon 
resigns from School Board

After 17 years, Tom Conlon will be resign-
ing from the St. Paul School Board to oper-
ate a historic inn he recently purchased in 
Asheville, North Carolina. The longest serv-
ing member of the School Board and its only 
Republican, Conlon will step down on July 6, 
the day before candidate filings open for the 
2009 election.

Four seats on the School Board will be open 
this fall, three of them for four-year terms be-
ginning January 1 and one for the remaining 
two-plus years in Conlon’s term. The School 
Board has not announced whether it will ap-
point someone to replace Conlon for the four 
months between his resignation and the No-
vember 3 general election. 

A Macalester-Groveland resident, Conlon 
graduated from Highland Park High School 
in 1978. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps 
from 1978-82, earned a B.A. in journalism 
and political science and an M.A. in public 
administration at the University of North 
Carolina, then worked for three years in Dal-
las before moving back to St. Paul in 1989. 

Conlon will say goodbye to friends, associ-
ates and constituents at public receptions from 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. Monday, June 8, and 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Sunday, June 14, in the basement of 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, 1849 Mar-
shall Ave. Entertainment will be provided by 
caricature artist Carol Sue O’Malley and Min-
nesota Companion Bird Association presi-
dent Julie Sands and her parrots.

The St. Paul Republican City Committee 
invites the public to join them in honoring 
Conlon for his years of public service at a 
free event at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 10, at 
O’Gara’s Bar and Grill, 164 N. Snelling Ave.

Council OKs ‘winter bond sale’ 
for upcoming capital projects 

St. Paul’s 2009 capital improvement proj-
ects can move ahead following City Council 
approval of several bond issues. The May 20 
vote ended weeks of certainty over whether 
the projects would be canceled or scaled back 
in light of the city’s financial situation.

The bonds are typically sold earlier in the 
year and are known as the “winter bond sale.” 
The sale had to be delayed so that the city 
could make spending cuts and replenish its 
financial reserves, which it had to dip into in 
late 2008 after Governor Tim Pawlenty unal-
located state funding. The city’s efforts to hold 
the line on spending have included a hiring 
freeze, early retirements and holding off on 
major purchases. That helped city financial 
staff replenish the city’s funding reserves and,  
in turn, improved the city’s bond rating.

The council approved the sale of $4.5 mil-
lion in capital improvement bonds, $11.2 mil-
lion in street improvement bonds, $9 million 

in sewer revenue bonds and $15.1 million in 
bonds for the new fire station and fire admin-
istration building now going up at Randolph 
Avenue and West 7th Street. The city used an 
internal loan to get the fire station started. 

All of the planned 2009 projects are expect-
ed to go forward. The lone exception could be 
the West 7th Street/Douglas Street Residen-
tial Street Vitality Project, one of four street 
paving projects slated for 2009. Paul Kurtz 
of the St. Paul Department of Public Works 
said that if construction bids come in higher 
than anticipated, the West End project would 
be bumped to 2010. The status of the project 
should be known in the next few weeks.

Another street paving project planned 
for this year is in the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood. Residents of Goodrich Avenue 
between Cretin Avenue and South Mississippi 
River Boulevard convinced the city to rebuild 
their stretch of street with bricks, which will 
add about $480,000 to the project’s cost. The 
added cost will be split between the property 
owners and the city. Ninety percent of prop-
erty owners on three blocks signed a petition 
in favor of the bricks.

St. Paul adds extra fee for bars 
that stay open until 2:00 a.m.

St. Paul bars with a 2:00 a.m. closing license 
will have to pay an extra $50 annual fee for 
that privilege, the St. Paul City Council unani-
mously decided on May 27. Although bar and 
restaurant owners throughout the city have 
balked at increased fees in the past, no one 
attended a public hearing the week before to 
speak against it.

Six years ago, the Minnesota Legislature 
passed a law allowing bars to stay open until 
2:00 a.m. at the request of the state’s hospitality 
industry. The additional hour was opposed by 
activists from several neighborhoods where 
bars have been a problem, including the West 
End and Summit Hill.

The city had the option of passing its own 
2:00 a.m. closing license at the time, but 
opted not to. One challenge for city officials 
since then has been tracking which bars have 
licenses to close at 2:00 a.m. and to keep up 
with the requests that go to the state.

The new license and fee were introduced at 
the request of the city’s Department of Safety 
and Inspections. Not only do the licenses give 
city staff the ability to track which bars and 
restaurants are open until 2:00 a.m., it makes 
it easier for the city to attach penalties in the 
event of any license violations.

The City Council also adopted an ordi-
nance change that will allow a revoked liquor 
license to be issued for the same location after 
15 years has elapsed. Previously, when a liquor 
license was revoked, another one could never 
be issued for those premises again. 

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and Dale Mischke. 

News Briefs

Nobel Peace Prize winner, former United Nations Secretary General and 1961 Macalester 
College graduate Kofi Annan returned to Macalester on May 20 for the unveiling of a 
bronze bust of his likeness. The sculpture by Elizabeth Jones is displayed in the college’s 
new Institute for Global Citizenship on Snelling and Grand avenues.  photo by Chas Jensen
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Viewpoint

Snelling redesign divides neighborhood

By Gena Berglund, Sarah 
Dirksen and Tom Welna

After three years of careful consideration, the Macales-
ter-Groveland Community Council voted to support 
the construction of a 10-foot-wide landscaped median 

on Snelling Avenue between St. Clair and Grand avenues. Its 
goals were pedestrian safety, accident reduction, traffic calming 
and beautification. The Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT) and the St. Paul Department of Public Works, 
along with Macalester College and the Macalester-Groveland 
Council, worked in a public process to consider and revise a 
plan for a safer Snelling. 

Accommodating neighbors’ and business’ concerns has 
been a priority at every step in the process. Important changes 
have been incorporated that were not part of the initial plan: 
A parking bay has been added at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
for limousines and hearses. Homeowners’ driveways that front 
on Snelling will be reoriented to alley entrances. A bus bay has 
been added near Macalester’s athletic facility. A large parking 
lot has been added at Macalester. New lighting is minimized to 
avoid unnecessary glare for residents, and a landscaping and 
tree plan has been carefully developed to beautify the corridor 
while maintaining visibility.

The biggest challenge has been to maintain safe access to the 
businesses at Lincoln Commons. During a test in September 
2007, Lincoln Commons customers were frustrated by the re-
strictions on left turns from southbound Snelling. Goodrich 
Avenue residents were suddenly inundated with motorists us-
ing their street to turn around. Immanuel Lutheran members 
had to drive on Goodrich then through an alley to reach the 
church parking lot.

To address these concerns, traffic engineers have significant-
ly re-engineered the plan. A break was added in the proposed 
median with a left-turn lane from southbound Snelling onto 
Lincoln Avenue. Lincoln, currently one-way from Saratoga to 
Snelling, would be opened to two-way traffic for the nonresi-
dential section on the west end of the block. This solution isn’t 
perfect, but it addresses the concerns that were initially raised. 
Church members could access their parking lot from Lincoln. 
Customers would have several ways to reach Lincoln Com-
mons from the north without disrupting a residential street: 
They could turn around by using one of the driveways on Lin-
coln, make a three-point turn on Lincoln or simply make a 
U-turn on Snelling.

MnDOT engineers were asked to consider leaving the left-
turn lanes as currently configured, starting the median south 
of Lincoln. They said no. Here’s why: From 2004 to 2007, there 
were 100 accidents on Snelling between St. Clair and Grand, 

Median removes hazards 
for pedestrians, cars alike

Median is mere cosmetic 
that won’t cure traffic ills

By Philip Jacobs

It’s getting to be like Whack-A-Mole with the pro-Snelling 
Avenue median folks—a process of endurance and ex-
haustion that must have been modeled after the stadium 

debates. Recently their tactics have turned dirty, such as call-
ing St. Paul City Council member Pat Harris an obstructionist 
for listening to the concerns of people who actually live near 
the proposed median and those of local business people who 
would be cut off.

A recent guest editorial in the St. Paul Pioneer Press by three 
members of the Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s 
Transportation Committee cited 100 vehicle accidents on Snel-
ling Avenue as justification for the median, even though the 
median has always been proposed as a pedestrian-safety issue. 
Only three of the 100 accidents they cited involved pedestri-
ans, but would the median prevent these, especially if they oc-
curred near an intersection where the median stopped?

And if the Macalester-Groveland Transportation Commit-
tee is so concerned about traffic safety, why are they focused 
on only the short stretch of Snelling that adjoins Macalester 
College? Why not champion a Snelling median from the exist-
ing median near Highland Park High School to the existing 
median north of I-94? Could it be a lobbying effort by Ma-
calester College and its High Winds Fund that encouraged 
a letter-writing campaign to sway opinions and to ask for an 
up-or-down vote by the full City Council? And isn’t the Trans-
portation Committee trying to use its weight in the process 
while casting disparaging remarks about Harris for fulfilling 
his duties as a City Council member?

The Macalester-Groveland Transportation Committee 
members cited a margin of 53 approving comments to 20 
opposing comments—after 79 non-residents of Macales-
ter-Groveland were filtered out—as proof of overwhelming 
support for the Snelling median. But even these respondents 
mentioned pedestrian safety as a key concern, not the 97 other 
vehicular accidents the editorial cited.

Council member Harris has taken the time to meet face to 
face with area residents, and does not require attending three 
meetings over a period of months in order to express an opin-
ion or to be allowed to vote on an issue. He is doing his job by 
representing these people and their concerns in this process, 
not just swooning at pretty architectural drawings.

Snelling Avenue traffic is a difficult problem, partially due 
to its being one of the few major north-south routes connect-
ing Bloomington, Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
and I-494 to I-94, the state fairgrounds, Roseville and I-694. 
There is a limited amount of space on Snelling, and inserting 
a 10-foot-wide median will not reduce traffic and parking, but 
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Another nice mess 
in Minnesota

By Phil Krinkie

An exasperated Oliver Hardy would often say to Stan 
Laurel in the midst of one of their comedic dilemmas, 
“Well, here’s another nice mess you’ve gotten me 

into.” House Speaker Margaret Anderson Kelliher might well 
have said the same thing to Senate Majority Leader Larry 
Pogemiller at the conclusion of the 2009 legislative session.

Only it wouldn’t have been funny.
If you watched the final minutes of the House or Senate 

debate that night, you too might have asked: How did they get 
us into this nice mess?

Rewind to the end of the ’08 legislative session. Minnesota 
legislators didn’t really balance the budget last year, but 
merely pushed the budget problem into the ’09 session. 
Nearly a quarter of this year’s budget problem—$1 billion—is 
due to overspending last year. 

Between June and November of ’08, the bottom dropped 
out of the national economy. Last November’s state budget 
forecast showed the state with a projected $4.8 billion deficit 
for the 2010-2011 biennium—roughly a 12 percent shortfall. 
And with this year’s March budget forecast, the budget 
problem grew worse—a $6.4 billion shortfall. Only with the 
infusion of federal money was Minnesota’s budget deficit now 
calculated to be $4.6 billion.

At the outset, Governor Pawlenty stated that he was 
committed to balancing the state budget without raising 
taxes, and he presented a proposed budget in late January 
reflecting that commitment. The response by the DFL was 
to mount a “Misery Tour” around Minnesota to bash the 
governor’s budget, even though they had no alternative 
budget proposals of their own.

Finally in April, the Democrats revealed their plan: massive 
tax increases and relatively small spending reductions. The 
House passed a $1.5 billion tax increase and the Senate a 
hefty $2.2 billion tax increase. The stage was set from that 
point for a showdown.

Just 10 days before the constitutional deadline for 
adjournment, the Democrats rushed through the legislative 
process a smaller $1 billion tax bill. But even if they’d been 
able to entice the governor to support that version, it still 
would have left a $2 billion budget gap.

Pawlenty’s response was swift. He vetoed their tax bill at 
3:00 a.m., just hours after the bill had passed.

On May 13, the Legislature completed its work on all 
major finance bills and sent the final appropriation bills to 
the governor. The expectation was that Pawlenty would veto 
several large spending bills and Round 2 of the budget battle 
would begin, probably necessitating a special session.

Instead, Pawlenty announced he would sign all of the 
Democrats’ spending bills, the catch being that if the 
Legislature could not complete its budget-balancing through 
shifts and spending cuts before adjournment, the governor 
would execute line-item vetoes and “unallotments” to 
unilaterally balance the budget. The Democrats had passed 
spending bills totaling $34 billion and could account for only 
$31 billion in revenue, leaving a $3 billion budget hole.

The DFL leadership was torn over how to spend the 
remaining days of the session, with some legislators wanting 
to propose further cuts and others wanting to blame the 
governor for the spending reductions. In the final moments 
of the session, the Democrats heaved one last Hail Mary, 
passing a $1 billion tax increase along with a K-12 accounting 
shift. That bill, too, earned a gubernatorial veto. 

So with state lawmakers now at home, the burden of 
balancing the state budget lies with the governor. While it 
ended in a more abrupt, and certainly more timely, fashion 
than many had anticipated, the outcome of the session was 
obvious from the outset. Pawlenty was not going to raise 
taxes, there would not be three Republican House members 
willing to override the governor’s vetoes, and the Democrats 
would not bring themselves to reduce spending.

The 2010 legislative session is likely to be a replay of ’09, 
with the Democrats pushing for more unsustainable levels of 
spending, creating another nice budget mess in Minnesota.

Phil Krinkie is a former Republican state representative and 
current president of the Taxpayers League of Minnesota.
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Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Call Kitchen Comfort -
Combining Coziness with Luxury

Kitchen & bath design for
an existing or new residence.
We specialize in renovation work.

651.698.4949
www.kitchencomfort.net

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10am to 5pm, Sat 10am to 4pm

1399 St. Clair

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

‘‘Mr. Highland”
®

Results

Call Dick Voss for showing!

Location! Location! Location!
Exquisite Elegance with “Built in Dining Room Buffet” grace 

this home. Great curb appeal! Superb condition throughout. 
New exterior and interior paint. Handicap

accessible with “lift”. Five large bedrooms,
two baths, with gleaming hardwood floors.

Live here and run your business.

944 Grand Ave.

A redundancy of pharmacies
A recent letter to the Villager welcomed a proposed Walgreens to 

Ford Parkway and Finn Street. Although it is great to embrace a new 
business in our area, Walgreens is not a new business. A redundancy 
of pharmacies is as unwelcome as a Caribou across from Brewberry’s. 
Why don’t we welcome something with some vibrancy and vitality? I 
have lived in Highland for six years—not as long as most—and I can 
see this area needs more than the same old same old.

Be smart, Highland, and invite greater business to this fabulous 
area. Let Walgreens go into the new megaplex that will fill the Ford 
Plant someday.

Johnny Hagen
Highland Park

Where’s the outrage over abortion?
Emotions are running high regarding the family whose mother 

whisked away her 13-year-old son to avoid potentially life-saving 
chemotherapy treatments. Many are angry at her for denying her son 
this treatment. I have overhead, “If her son dies, she should be put in 

jail,” and worse. Every single day in America, a mother and a father 
have the legal right to decide if their child will live or die. It’s called 
abortion. Where is the outrage over this injustice?

Ann Redding
West St. Paul

Outrageous images in Highland
Can anything be done about the increasingly frequent 

photographic display of bloody decapitated baby’s heads in front of 
the Planned Parenthood clinic on Ford Parkway? I get free speech, 
but are there limits? Doesn’t Highland Village want to be a place 
where families can gather at the Dairy Queen, library, rec center or 
day care without fear of subjecting children to violent images? Why 
does the city permit this?

Could the image of a bloody decapitated adult head be displayed? 
Could I show a porn movie on the baseball field? Could we show 
photos of genital warts? Why don’t the surrounding businesses make 
this an issue?

Inbox

according to city traffic engineers. Of those, an astounding 60 acci-
dents occurred in the 300-foot section of Snelling between Grand and 
Lincoln. Seven resulted in injuries, and three involved pedestrians. In 
2008 two Macalester students and three staff were hit while walking 
on Snelling near Grand Avenue. 

The indisputable fact is, the two left-turn lanes between Grand and 
Lincoln don’t meet state safety standards. The short left-turn lane into 
Lincoln Commons barely accommodates two cars. The left-turn lane 
from northbound Snelling to westbound Grand is also substandard 
and presents serious safety issues, but it cannot be lengthened as long 
as the left-turn lane into Lincoln Commons remains. 

Based on the analysis of traffic flow and traffic accidents as well as an 
assessment of future risk, MnDOT is insisting this unsafe situation be 
corrected. Since improving safety has been the first priority of all of the 
partners, leaving the very dangerous left turn into Lincoln Commons 
is not an option. Direct access to Lincoln Commons from southbound 
Snelling was a mistake. It needs correction. Given the public’s focus on 
the problem, it’s likely to be removed by MnDOT anyway.

In a recent meeting, Lincoln Commons’ owner argued that busi-
nesses in the shopping center such as Coastal Seafoods are “impulse 
retail.” As regular customers of the business, we cannot disagree more. 
Coastal Seafoods is destination retail. For product quality and fresh-
ness, there is no other option nearby. No doubt, there will be a period 
for customers to get reoriented, but they won’t stop patronizing this 
great store. In fact, there may be an uptick in pedestrian traffic from 
the construction of a pedestrian-friendly median. Businesses in High-
land Village thrive with medians and restricted access. So, too, will the 
businesses near Snelling and Grand.

Tom Welna is director of the High Winds Fund at Macalester College. 
Gena Berglund is vice president of the Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council. She and Sarah Dirksen live in the neighborhood just east of 
the proposed Snelling Avenue median.

squeeze it onto and through adjoining neighborhood streets.
I live a few hundred feet from Snelling, its traffic and its noise, and I 

would love to see it calmed, but the proposed median is a cosmetic so-
lution aimed more at enhancing the appearance of the new Macalester 
athletic facility than addressing vehicle collisions. If we really want to 
address the Snelling traffic issue, we need to look at solutions that ad-
dress the root causes, such as traffic volume and traffic enforcement. 
Traffic can only be reduced on Snelling if it is redirected onto other 
routes. I do not see the Transportation Committee calling for a city-
wide up-or-down vote on the proposal to open up an Ayd Mill Road 
connection between I-35E and I-94, which would take truck traffic off 
of Snelling Avenue from Montreal Avenue all the way to the Midway 
area. This proposal is unpopular with residents of that part of the city, 
but a no-brainer to most of the rest of us.

Traffic medians do not enforce traffic laws, and cars routinely exceed 
the speed limit in this area, drive through red lights and ignore pedes-
trians. Increased enforcement is a simple, administrative control that 
is much less expensive than a multimillion-dollar median financed 
with money that comes from taxpayers regardless of whether it is at 
the federal, state or local level. This enforcement approach must also 
apply to pedestrians who cross Snelling Avenue midblock to access 
the Macalester athletic facilities and to bicyclists who seem to make up 
their own rules as they pedal along.

If we solve these fundamental issues and then want to pursue the 
median for aesthetic purposes, we need to address the potential for 
having to take several feet of boulevard from each side of the street 
along with many mature trees.

Macalester College must also commit to increased responsibility 
for its parking pressures on the neighborhood by building an 
underground or low-rise parking ramp near the athletic complex 
or on the west side of campus. This should include capacity for its 
students, faculty and visitors, reducing the need for people to park on 
the east side of Snelling and walk through traffic.

�b for snelling median �b against snelling median
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	 3233 East 40th St.

	 612-729-2358
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00

BETWEEN HIAWATHA & MINNEHAHA ON 40TH ST.

SATURDAY 8:00 - Noon
ON 40TH STREET BETWEEN HIAWATHA & MINNEHAHA

Featuring:

                                          WINDOWS
  • Replacement   • Remodeling

Hiawatha Lumber
Across the river but in 
your neighborhood.

Convenient and closer than you think.
Quality Building Materials
For Your Building Projects.

David
Rischall DDS

1845 Grand Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105

651-690-5262

Regardless of personal beliefs, we pay a premium to live 
in this neighborhood. I’d love to patronize local businesses 
with my young nieces without being apprehensive about 
subjecting them to gruesome images.

Jennifer Duda
Highland Park

 

Time to update river protections
All of us in the Twin Cities metropolitan area are indebted 

to Representative Rick Hansen (DFL-District 39A) for his 
remarkable work this past legislative session to update the 
Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area legislation (Villager, 
May 6). This program was originally established in 1979 
to ensure that the Mississippi River corridor from Dayton 
to Hastings was managed in a way that did not damage or 
destroy this resource of statewide and national significance. 
After 30 years, it is time to modernize its framework.

Representative Hansen’s bill (HF424) is the result of three 
years of study with business groups, citizens and government 
working together. The resulting legislation strikes a balance 
among diverse interests, so that decisions about regulation, 
plans and variances can be made at the local level, but with 
more clarity for everyone involved. It has been a long and 
difficult process, but because of Representative Hansen’s 
commitment and leadership, we now have a Mississippi River 
Corridor Critical Area reform bill that will help ensure that 
the river is protected for future generations.

 
Kathleen Stack
Highland Park

Highland deserves better
I attended my first Highland District Council meeting on 

May 19. What a disappointment. I found the council to be 
a group of do-nothing, know-nothing people. They are not 
working on behalf of the residents of Highland Park. The 
chair of the group was rude, did not give any constructive 
suggestions as to ways we could proceed and treated 
numerous questions by brushing people off, especially if 
they were persistent in wanting their questions answered. “I 
don’t know” and “There is nothing we can do” were repeated 
answers.

Why have a council if they do nothing? Why was there 
a meeting if no one was going to listen and give some 
guidance? Write to Pat Harris? Why isn’t he at these meetings 
if he is our City Council member?

Our neighborhood deserves more. Snyder Drug is an 
established and caring business. It would be nice if our 
businesses had the backing of the district council. It appears 
you have to have a name and clout to get any place. If a 
jewelry store was planning on building next to Moeller’s, I 
know action would be taken by the council. That is just one 
example.

M. Miller
Highland Park

Memories of the McQuillans 
As someone who was baptized in the Church of St. Luke 

and graduated from St. Luke’s School, I read with interest 
Lisa Heinrich’s article on the newly named St. Thomas More 
church and school (Villager, May 20). My family’s connection 
to St. Luke’s goes back to the church’s earliest days. Ms. 
Heinrich mentions that Anna McQuillan, my paternal 
grandmother, served as the organist in the original church on 
Summit Avenue and Victoria Street and that she was the aunt 
of F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Anna was the daughter of plumber James F. McQuillan 
(today’s McQuillan Brothers plumbing company was built 
on his work), an alumna of the Academy of St. Joseph and 
an accomplished musician. She played piano and organ until 
the day she died in her 90s in 1976; taught her children and 
grandchildren to love music, sing and play instruments; and 
accompanied her husband, Henry C. Soucheray, a vocalist, in 
many churches in the St. Paul area.

Anna McQuillan undoubtedly played the organ at St. 
Luke’s, her parish church, but she was F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
second cousin. Their common great-grandparents were Mary 
and James McQuillan. F. Scott’s grandfather Philip and Anna’s 
grandfather John were brothers. Our family is grateful to Pat 
and Mary McQuillan of St. Paul for creating a McQuillan 
family tree in 1991.

Thank you for all you do to keep the Villager coming to our 
doorsteps. In this day and age, we need a local newspaper as 
part of our many news sources.

 
Melenie A. Soucheray
Macalester-Groveland

Scots salute
On February 28, the Highland Park Senior High School 

PTA hosted its first annual Silent Auction Gala at O’Gara’s 
Bar and Grill. The entertainment featured student musicians 
representing the high school’s orchestra and jazz band and 
the student band the Docks of Bristol. Proceeds from the 
event funded technology for our school.

The Highland Park Senior High PTA would like to 
acknowledge the merchants of Highland Village and the 
surrounding area whose generous donations made the 
evening a success. We also extend our thanks to the dedicated 
parents, teachers and students who donated their time, talent 
and auction items.

Missy Bruber, Claire Olson, Missy Struve, Co-Chairs
Highland Park Senior High PTA Silent Auction

Supporting families in need
Thank you, Pat Harris, Melvin Carter III and the St. Paul 

City Council, for supporting Minnesota families. Especially 
in today’s challenging economy, the illness of a child creates 
an even more stressful financial, not to mention emotional, 
situation. This forces families to make the difficult choice 
between working to pay their bills or being at the hospital 
with their child, potentially risking losing their home.

St. Paul City Council member Pat Harris understands this 
difficulty, which is why we want to thank him for drafting 
the proclamation to make May 4 Spare Key Day in the city 
of St. Paul. We also want to thank Melvin Carter III for his 
endorsement and the entire St. Paul City Council for passing 
the resolution.

Because of this support, Spare Key expects to serve 
even more Minnesota families, providing assistance to 
homeowners with seriously injured children by making a 
mortgage payment on the family’s behalf, allowing them to 
spend time with their child. Over the past 12 years, Spare Key 
has helped almost 1,000 families and hopes to reach its goal 
of raising $25,000 by June 1 to help even more.

We appreciate the efforts of the St. Paul City Council to 
raise awareness to assist local families, and we are confident 
that this work will enable Spare Key to achieve its goals.

Amy Kamenick                                                  Rae Thiede
University of St. Thomas                    Executive Director                                
Opus College of Business                                   Spare Key

How to help Haiti
Regarding “Summit Hill couple build support for children’s 

clinic in Haiti” (Villager, May 6):
My wife and I have been traveling to Haiti every year since 

1995 and recognize the plight of the Haitian people. I applaud 
the desire of Michelle and Jeff Boston to do something in 
Haiti to alleviate the suffering. There are so many things one 
can do to make a difference in the lives of Haitians, it can be 
hard to decide what to do or find the best way to help.

On the surface, building a hospital, especially for children, 
seems like a good idea. No doubt children are suffering 
needlessly for a lack of care. But Haiti is flooded with 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and missionaries 
doing good. Although there have been individual cases of 
success, as far as I can tell Haiti is no better for it.

Haiti itself has no economy. Of its $6 billion gross domestic 
product, roughly $2 billion comes from ex-patriates in the 
U.S. and $2 billion from foreign aid. The rest is generated 
by their economy—a paltry sum. Sadly, efforts like the 
Bostons’ undermine the economy. They import most of what 
they need instead of buying from local Haitians. Even the 
international community undermines Haiti’s efforts to grow 
an economy by dumping rice on the dock in Port-au-Prince, 
forcing local rice farmers out of business. Collaborating with 
existing Haitian enterprises and Haitian partnerships is the 
only way to make headway in the absence of an economy.

It’s time that Haiti, the international community and 
the NGOs and missionaries come together to develop a 
comprehensive plan for Haiti that encourages an economy 
to grow. Handouts and other “good deeds,” however well-
intentioned, don’t help. Charity without involving Haitian 
input prolongs Haiti’s agony.

Greg Erickson
Summit Hill 
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Do write
The Villager welcomes letters to the editors. In fact, the 

more the merrier. To be considered for publication, howev-
er, letters must be signed and include a telephone number 
for verification purposes. You may send your letter to the 
Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116, e-mail 
it to editors@myvillager.com or fax it to 651-699-6501.
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In the autumn of 1834, a small group of 
men on horseback rode over a hill and 
looked down on the modest cluster of log 

buildings that was their destination. In the 
distance loomed a large fort, and below it an 
island at the junction of two rivers, a site called 
“Mendota” in the Dakota language. 

The fort was Snelling, the island was Pike, 
and the rivers were the Mississippi and Min-
nesota. The band of riders included Henry 
Hastings Sibley, who was to take over as the 
manager of this important trading post for the 
American Fur Company and would go on to 
become one of the most prominent men in 
what 24 years later would become the state of 
Minnesota. 

Sibley was only 23 
when he arrived at what 
is now the village of 
Mendota. The local fur 
trade was thriving and 
his post was the only 
one for miles where 
traders could come to 
stock up on provisions.

Born into a promi-
nent family in Michi-
gan, Sibley studied law 
for two years before leaving home and work-
ing as a clerk in a sutler store and then at the 
American Fur Company on Lake Huron. In 
1832 he became a purchasing agent for the 
company and when it was reorganized he was 
assigned to the post across the river from Fort 
Snelling. 

Though he was impressed by the pictur-
esque setting, Sibley was disgruntled by the 
lack of civilization when he arrived in Men-
dota. “When I descended into the amphithe-
ater where the hamlet was situated I was dis-
appointed to find only a group of log huts,” he 
said in R.S. McCourt’s The History of the Old 
Sibley House. 

Sibley soon remedied the situation by 
building the first permanent, stone home in 
Minnesota in 1838. The Sibley House was 
built by local trappers, hunters and Indians. 
Its hand-hewn beams were held together 
with wooden pegs, the limestone exterior was 
quarried from nearby Wakan Island, and the 
roof was covered with hand-split shingles. 
Though the interior walls were later covered 
with plaster, some walls inside the house have 
been exposed to reveal the original construc-
tion material of willows wrapped in hay and 
fastened with wooden cleats. 

Sibley prospered at Mendota and, accord-
ing to McCourt’s account, became an author-

ity on the geography, resources and inhabit-
ants of the Northwest Territory. He spoke 
French and the Dakota language fluently, and 
often slept in Indian lodges. He had an Indian 
wife who died a few years after their daughter 
was born. Sibley provided for his daughter’s 
upbringing and kept in contact with her over 
the years. 

Sibley then married Sarah Steele in 1843, 
and their house changed quite a bit after that. 
It was soon decorated with fine furniture, 
paintings and rugs. A parlor was created and 
an office was added. The second story, which 
had been built with an outside staircase so  
Indians and trappers could spend the night, 
was turned into family rooms. The house be-
came known as the Mount Vernon of Min-
nesota.

Sibley was a prolific writer who introduced 
eastern Americans to life in the western ter-
ritories under the pseudonym of Hal. A. Da-
kota as well as his actual name. However, he is 
best known for his political leadership. 

Sibley’s political career began in 1838 when 
he was appointed the first justice of the peace 

west of the Mississippi River. He was elected 
in 1848 as a delegate from the Wisconsin Ter-
ritory to the U.S. Congress, where he worked 
to ensure passage of an act recognizing the 
Minnesota Territory. He insisted that his ad-
opted home be named Minnesota rather than 
Itasca, the name preferred by the territorial 
bill’s sponsor, Stephen A. Douglas.

According to McCourt’s history, lawmakers 
in Washington were surprised when they first 
saw Sibley. They expected to see a “wild and 
woolly cowboy with a revolver in each hip 
pocket,” but instead found a cultured gentle-
man dressed in Europe’s finest threads.

Sibley was re-elected twice and helped 
ensure that St. Paul became the capital of 
the new territory. He became the state’s first 
governor in 1858 and led the U.S. Army 
troops that quelled the Dakota U.S.-Con-
flict in 1862. For his efforts, President  
Abraham Lincoln made him a brigadier gen-
eral. 

Two years earlier, the Sibleys had moved to 
St. Paul and sold their Mendota house to the 
Church of St. Peter. The house was used as a 
school and in 1905 was rented to Esdras Ber-
nier, who ran a general store on Main Street 
and introduced the locals to onion farming. 
The area came to be called the Onion Capital 
of the U.S. and Bernier its Onion King. 

In 1901, Bernier bought the adjacent home 
of fur trader turned hotelier Jean-Baptiste 
Faribault and used it and the Sibley House to 
store his onions and other goods. He also ar-
ranged for a new railroad siding there to make 
loading easier.  

The condition of the houses declined over 
the years and Bernier stopped using them 
for storage. The Daughters of the American 
Revolution bought the Sibley House in 1910 
and began restoring it. The site also included 
a fur company cold store and a house built 
by Hypolite DuPuis, Sibley’s secretary, which 
the DAR used as a tea house for many years. 
The funds raised by the tea house paid for 
the restoration and upkeep of the remaining 
limestone buildings until the DAR started 
running deficits in the 1980s. The ownership 
of the property was transferred to the Min-
nesota Historical Society in 1996. The DAR 
had formed a group called the Sibley House 
Association, which managed the site until 
2004, when the Historical Society took over 
that task.  

“My favorite aspect of the Sibley House is 
that all who come for a tour walk away with a 
sense of history,” said site manager Ted Bores. 
“You can feel it come alive around you.”

The Sibley House Historic Site is open from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays and 12:30 
to 4:00 p.m. Sundays. For more information, 
visit www.mnhs.org/places/sites/shs.

Mount Vernon of MN
Sibley House Historic Site stands 
at the epicenter of state’s history

Close to Home
By Lisa Heinrich

Site marks its 99th year

The Sibley House Historic Site, 1357 
Sibley Memorial Hwy., Mendota, 
will celebrate the 99th anniversary of 

its opening to the public from noon to 4:00 
p.m. Sunday, June 14. 

In 1910, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, seeing the need to preserve the 
home of Minnesota’s first governor, held an 
opening day celebration that included mili-
tary music and speeches. 

For the 99th anniversary celebration, visi-
tors will be able to view early 19th century 
cars, play games, take tours of the site and 

enjoy birthday cake. 
Admission is $4.00-$6.00. For informa-

tion, call 651-452-1596.

Jean Hewlett-Moline (second from left) portrayed Mrs. Sibley during a recent spring tea 
and tour of the Sibley House Historic Site in Mendota. The life-size portrait is of Henry 
Sibley’s favorite hunting dog, Lion.  PHoToS above and beLow by anne brandrud

Henry Sibley
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

The following calls were gathered from re-
cent Community Watch reports by the Ramsey 
County Sheriff ’s Department. For weekly crime 
reports by neighborhood from the St. Paul Po-
lice Department, visit http://stpaul.gov/index.
asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park 
Robbery—Two women were robbed at gun-

point on the 600 block of South Cleveland Av-
enue at about 12:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 29.

—A male juvenile was arrested for rob-
bery at Highland Park Senior High School 
on Monday, May 4. The robbery occurred at 
about 2:00 p.m. Friday, May 1. 

Burglary—A home on the 500 block of  
Montrose Lane was broken into between 8:30 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Thursday, April 30.

—A home on the 1000 block of Colette 
Place was burglarized between 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday and 1:30 a.m. Friday, April 29- 
May 1. 

—A laptop computer, two digital cameras 
and jewelry were taken from a home on the 
2100 block of Edgcumbe Road between 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 20. 

—An attempted burglary occurred on the 
1600 block of Niles Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 20. 

Theft—A large aquarium was stolen from 
Petco, 2277 Ford Pkwy., at about 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, May 4. The suspect left when a store 
employee confronted him. 

—Two counterfeit $20 bills were passed at 
Kiev Foods, 2509 W. 7th St., between 6:00 and 
7:00 p.m. Monday, May 4. 

—Fifty-six books of stamps were stolen from 
Sincerely Yours, 2140 Ford Pkwy., between 
11:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Friday, May 15. 

—A theft from auto occurred at Crosby 
Park between 10:00 a.m. and noon Sunday, 
May 17. 

—Two women were arrested for trying to 
pass worthless checks at Mississippi Market, 
1810 Randolph Ave., at about 3:30 p.m. Tues-
day, May 19. 

Miscellaneous—A man was arrested for 
assault on the 1500 block of St. Paul Avenue at 
about 1:30 a.m. Wednesday, May 20. He had 
come home intoxicated and hit his sleeping 
roommate in the head with an iron pot. 

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—An attempted burglary oc-

curred on the 1300 block of Laurel Avenue at 
about 1:00 p.m. Thursday, April 30. The win-
dow on the back door was broken out and the 
resident was home at the time. 

—A home on the 1100 block of Ashland 
Avenue was burglarized between 9:30 and 
10:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 20.

Theft—A computer was stolen at Concor-
dia University between 10:00 and 11:00 a.m.  

Tuesday, May 5.
—A man’s wallet was stolen at Dunning 

Field at about 9:00 p.m. Thursday, May 14. 
Assault—Juveniles were assaulted at Dun-

ning Field at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 16. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Two homes on the 1500 block 

of Grand Avenue were burglarized at about 
10:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 29. 

—An apartment on the 1500 block of 
Grand Avenue was broken into between 1:00 
p.m. Wednesday and 9:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 29-30. A man was arrested in an alley at 
Grand and Snelling avenues for possession of 
burglary tools at about 11:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 30.

—A home on the 100 block of Woodlawn 
Avenue was burglarized between 11:00 p.m. 
Friday and 7:00 a.m. Saturday, May 1-2.  

—A home on the 2000 block of Jefferson 
Avenue was broken into between 10:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 5.

—Cash was stolen from Complete Chi-
ropractic Health Services, 1526 Grand Ave., 
between 7:00 p.m. Wednesday and 7:00 a.m. 
Thursday, April 29-30. Entry was forced 
through an office window. 

—Multiple items were taken from a home 
on the 300 block of Warwick Street between 
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 20. 

—An attempted burglary occurred on the 
1300 block of Grand Avenue at about 4:30 
a.m. Tuesday, May 19. 

—The back-door lock was damaged in an 
attempted burglary on the 400 block of South  
Cretin Avenue between 10:00 a.m. Monday 
and 1:00 p.m. Thursday, May 18-21. 

Theft—A black valise containing assort-
ed equipment was recovered at the side of a 
home on the 1200 block of Jefferson Avenue 
on Monday, May 4. 

Arson—A trash can was set on fire in the 
middle of Summit Avenue and Mississippi 
River Boulevard at about 2:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, May 20.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A man was robbed at gunpoint 

and assaulted on the 1700 block of University 
Avenue at about 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 19. 

Burglary—A television was stolen during 
a break-in at the Blue Door Restaurant, 1811 
Selby Ave., between 2:30 and 7:30 a.m. Tues-
day, April 28. 

—A home on the 2100 block of Marshall 
Avenue was burglarized between 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday and 9:00 a.m. Thursday, April 28-30. 

—A home on the 1600 block of Concordia 
Avenue was broken into between 11:00 p.m. 
Wednesday and 4:30 a.m. Thursday, May 20-
21. The resident was asleep at the time. 

Theft—A car was stolen on the 400 block 

of North Fairview Avenue at about 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 2. 

—A moped was stolen on the 200 block 
of North Cretin Avenue between 11:00 p.m. 
Sunday and 7:30 a.m. Monday, May 3-4. 

—Two computer monitors were stolen 
from an office suite on the 1600 block of Selby 
Avenue between 9:00 and 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
May 5. A computer also was stolen from the 
Livesay Law Office, 1599 Selby Ave., around 
the same time.

—A white 2001 GMC Denali was stolen 
from Bonded Transmission, 1790 University 
Ave., on Friday and Monday, May 15-18. 

—Police were called to Cretin and Dayton 
avenues on reports of people breaking into 
cars at about 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 19. Two 
suspicious vehicles were stopped, but the sus-
pects fled on foot and could not be located. 
One of the vehicles had been stolen from the 
2100 block of Marshall Avenue.  

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—Three apartments on the 1500 

block of Portland Avenue were broken into  
between 6:00 and 10:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 29. In one of the instances, an elderly 
resident awoke to see a stranger standing in 
her bedroom door with a flashlight. The sus-
pect fled without taking anything. Entry was 
gained by cutting the kitchen window screen. 

Theft—Stolen property was recovered on 
the 1500 block of Iglehart Avenue at about 
3:30 a.m. Thursday, April 30. The property 
was found in a pile near where the suspect 
was standing.

Summit Hill
Burglary—The front door was kicked in 

and many items were stolen from a home on 
the 1000 block of Grand Avenue between 7:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 28.  

—A home on the 500 block of Lincoln Ave-
nue was burglarized between 9:00 p.m. Thurs-
day and 6:30 a.m. Friday, April 30-May 1.  

—A garage was broken into on the 700 
block of Lincoln Avenue at about 3:30 a.m. 
Monday, May 4. Officers spotted two men 
with backpacks running through yards in the 
area and arrested them for burglary. 

Theft—A laptop computer was stolen on 
the 100 block of South Chatsworth Street at  
about 7:30 a.m. Sunday, May 3. After a foot 
chase, police arrested a 28-year-old man for 
theft, fleeing police and possession of mari-
juana. He was also wanted on warrants for 
obstruction. 

Miscellaneous—Police responded to a re-
port of a man breaking car windows near St. 
Albans Street and Goodrich Avenue at about 
6:30 p.m. Friday, May 15. Officers stopped the 
suspect, but the Summit Hill resident refused 
to follow police orders. He was Tazed and ar-

rested for obstruction.

Summit-University
Robbery—A man was robbed at gunpoint 

in his home on the 700 block of Carroll Av-
enue at about 9:00 p.m. Saturday, May 2. 

Burglary—A Summit-University man was  
arrested for possession of stolen property on 
the 800 block of Selby Avenue at about 8:00 
p.m. Thursday, April 30. He was carrying 
credit cards that were reported to be in a car 
that was stolen in Minneapolis. Police found 
the stolen car near the suspect’s home. 

—Two homes on the 100 block of Macku-
bin Street were burglarized between 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday and 9:30 a.m. Thursday, May 20-
21. The residents were home in one case. 

Miscellaneous—A picture window was 
broken at the Louisiana Cafe, 613 Selby Ave., 
at about 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 29.

—Two couples were playing cards at a resi-
dence on the 600 block of Dayton Avenue 
when one of the men became angry and 
stabbed the other man at about 9:00 p.m. Fri-
day, May 15. He also cut one of the women. 
The victims were taken to Regions Hospital. 

West End
Burglary—A home on the 900 block of 

Otto Avenue was broken into between 7:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday, April 27. 

—A home on the 800 block of Palace Av-
enue was broken into between 7:00 a.m. and 
2:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 28.  

—Tavern on the Avenue, 825 Jefferson 
Ave., was burglarized at about 4:45 a.m. Tues-
day, May 19. 

Theft—Cash was stolen from an office desk 
at Adams School, 615 S. Chatsworth St.,  be-
tween 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 30, and 7:30 
a.m. Friday, May 1. 

—Ten kegs of beer were stolen from Sum-
mit Brewing Company, 910 Montreal Circle, 
between 10:00 p.m. Friday and noon Satur-
day, May 1-2. 

—A counterfeit bill was passed at Cooper’s 
SuperValu, 633 W. 7th St., at about 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with weap-
ons occurred on the 800 block of Juno Avenue 
between 9:00 and 10:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 
20. A woman and a group of men forced their 
way into the upper unit of a duplex. One 
suspect hit a victim with a brick. The victim 
grabbed a knife to defend himself and the 
fight spilled out onto the street. The intruders 
fled after police were called. 

Miscellaneous—A student brought an air 
gun in his backpack to Monroe Community 
School, 810 Palace Ave., on Monday, May 18. 
He was suspended from school and the gun 
was confiscated.

Crime Report
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Cooper’s

Sibley Plaza • 2471 W. 7th Street
651-699-1044

Monday - Friday 10aM – 8pM    
Saturday 10aM – 6pM

expires 7/1/09

TT Angel Nails
“Good Service is a
Must at Our Salon”

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Facial & Body Waxing

New Customer
Specials!

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Facial & Body Waxing

Christopher Hawley
Jean Pierre Pallais

(651) 696-9096

All your protection under one roof

Sibley Plaza • 2409 W. 7th St.
© 2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 http://www.amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
I N S U R A N C E ®

®All your protection under one roof

®

Free Delivery
for all graduation partiesall graduation partiesall graduation parties

americana

CO
UP

ON

®

armo
LIQUOR STORE

Sale items 
not included.
With coupon 
thru 7/1/09.

Stores, restaurants and
professionals to serve every member 

of the family year-round.



Bob Reidell

Search for your new home at
www.bobreidell.com

651.696.0855

® Results®

BOB REIDELL

600 High Ridge Circle Attractive 2-story with 4BRs, 
3BAs, great floor plan, beautiful master suite, in demand 
Mendota Heights neighborhood.  $625,000

2216 Swan Ct. 3BRs, Pristine 2-story w/3BRs 4BAs, 
completely updated top to bottom, stunning kitchen, 
wonderful family room & more! $479,900

1271 Sylvandale Ln. Gorgeous contemporary with 
gourmet kitchen, 3BRs,  4BAs, beautiful gardens on ½ 
acre lot overlooking the creek. $699,900

997-999 Fairmount Ave. Superbly maintained duplex 
with hardwood floors 4-car garage, new windows, 
large patio, 3BRs 1BA/unit      $499,900

784 Linwood Ave. Stunning  French style 3-
story, 5BRs, 5BAs, in-ground pool, 6-car 
garage, luxurious master suite.     $1,695,000

1009 Summit Ave. Meticulously renovated mansion 
w/5BRs,  4BAs, incredible character, wonderful porch 
overlooking the Governor’s mansion.      $2,150,000

1468 Carroll Ave. Spacious 2-story with 3BRs, 3BAs, 
updated kitchen, main floor family room, 3-season porch, 
hardwood floors.      $199,900

2000 Carroll Ave. Superb duplex near Merriam Park with 
gleaming hardwood floors, large lot, first time offered in 
40+ years! $299,900

2097 Iglehart Ave. Pristine English Tudor in excellent 
condition! 5BRs 3BAs hardwood floors, newer kitchen 
& baths, roof & exterior.     $829,900

777 Ashland Ave. Classic 2-story with hardwood 
floors, beautiful woodwork, 3BRs, updated kitchen, 
2-1/2 car garage.     $259,900

225 9th St E #403 Fabulous loft with 11 ft ceilings, 
create your own space! Superb kitchen with stainless 
appliances, 2-car heated parking.   $274,900

2202 Marshall Ave.  Charming 2+ story with beautiful 
hardwood floors & woodwork, 3BRs, 2BAs, overlook-
ing Town & Country Golf Course.    $284,900

378 Mississippi River Blvd N. Grand 8BR estate on 
one of St. Paul’s most beautiful lots. Completely 
renovated, numerous amenities.   $2,895,000

519 Raymond Ave. A gardener’s paradise! 4BRs 2BAs 
hardwood floors, fireplace, 4-season porch, 2-1/2 
car garage. $349,900

1822 Goodrich Ave. Handsome Arts & Crafts with 
5BRs 4BAs, incredible master suite, hardwood floors, 
beautiful updates. $495,000

1575 Summit Ave. Beautiful Summit Ave. mansion has 
been carefully updated, including a 4-car garage w/ base-
ment plus 2-car carriage house!   $1,499,000

1530 Edgcumbe Rd. Classic Colonial with 7BRs, 5BAs, 
elegant spaces, 3 fireplaces, overlooking the bluffs on 
wonderful 2 acre lot. $1,595,000

1594 Edgcumbe Rd. Versatile 7,000 sq ft executive 
home with 4BRs, 7BAs, private pool & spa, lovely 
setting, prestigious street.      $1,175,000

1796 Mississippi River Blvd S. Picture perfect Cape Cod 
overlooks the Mississippi River w/5BRs 5BAs, completely 
updated & beautifully landscaped.   $674,900

1852 Pinehurst Ave. Immaculate Colonial with 4BRs 
3BAs, gleaming hardwood floors, wonderful spaces 
for family living! $495,000

1155 St. Paul Ave. Three finished levels! Darling 1-1/2 
story w/3BRs 2BAs, beautiful décor, hardwood floors, 
2-1/2 car garage. $259,900

2023 Jefferson Ave. Charming cottage style with 
4BRs, 2BAs, 3 finished levels, porch, and beautiful 
gardens. $319,900

2138 Edgcumbe Rd. Fantastic family home just steps to 
Highland Park Golf Course. 5BRs 4BAs, gourmet kitchen, 
huge deck o’looking a lovely lot. $679,000

1917 Summit Ave. #2 Condo. Fabulous 5BR, 3 BA Con-
do on prestigious Summit Ave. $649,900

Presents

Emmy Decker Byrne David Noyes Yvonne Hanson
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Center for Oral Implantology

Missing Teeth?
Call 651-209-0262

Mendota Heights

Dr. Michael Mallinger252 So. Snelling         651-698-0783

shirt laundry special
$1.99 per shirt, 2 shirt min.

new seamstress – alterations available 
9am-1pm, tues-wed-thur

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

wELCOMiNg LiTURgiCAL wORsHip

Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Healing Service 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF i-94 ON DALE sT.

Wednesday/June 3
A NATIONAL NIGHT OUT kickoff 
picnic will be held from 6:00 to 7:30 this 
evening at the Como Park Midway Pavilion 
across from the Como Park Pool. All St. 
Paul residents are invited to the fourth 
annual event, which will feature free food 
and beverages, door prizes, balloons, face 
painting and information on planning for 
National Night Out on August 4. Call Pam 
McCreary at 651-266-5455. 

THe OLd WAGON ROAd TRAIL off 
of North Mississippi River Boulevard 
in Merriam Park will be spruced up 
with native plants from  6:00 to 8:30 this 
evening by Friends of the Mississippi River. 
Volunteers are needed to help place native 
plants along the path. Tools and gloves 
will be provided. Supervised children are 
welcome. Contact Sue Rich at srich@fmr.
org or 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

Thursday/June 4
“MINNesOTA PRINTMAkING: Past, 
Present and Future” will be presented at 
7:00 this evening at the James J. Hill House 
240 Summit Ave. Refreshments and a tour 
of the mansion will follow. Admission is 
$5.00-$7.00. Call 651-297-2555.

Saturday/June 6
“MARveLOUs MUsHROOMs,” 
everything there is to know about the edible 
fungi, will be covered at 10:00 this morning 
at the Dodge Nature Center, 365 W. Marie 
Ave. in West St. Paul. The cost is $7.00 per 
person or $20 per family. For reservations, 
call 651-455-4531.

A TRANsIT TO GReeN sPAce tour will 
be held at 10:30 this morning beginning 
at Rice Park in downtown St. Paul. 
Participants are encouraged to bus, walk 
or bicycle to the park for a free tour that 
will take in Wacouta Commons, a potential 
park-and-bike facility and Bruce Vento 
State Park. Bob Spaulding, a member of the 
St. Paul Planning Commission, will be the 
guide. Call 612-659-9124. 

Sunday/June 7
THe ALexANdeR RAMsey HOUse, 
265 S. Exchange St., will hold an open house 
from noon to 3:00 p.m. today. Enjoy a free 
tour of the three-story mansion lead by a 
costumed interpreter. Visitors will meet the 
Ramseys’ cook and sample a cookie baked 
in a wood stove. Call 651-296-8760.

THe JAMes J. HILL HOUse, 240 Summit 
Ave., will hold a free open house from 1:00 
to 4:00 this afternoon. The mansion will be 
open for self-touring and period music will 
be played while visitors view the current art 

exhibit “Minnesota Prints and Printmakers, 
1900-1945.” Call 651-297-2555.

THe MINNesOTA HIsTORy ceNTeR, 
345 W. Kellogg Blvd., will hold a free 
open house from noon to 5:00 p.m. today. 
Explore the new exhibit “Minnesota’s 
Greatest Generation: The Depression, 
The War, The Boom” and participate in a 
History HiJinx craft activity of making a 
take-home World War II-era glider out of 
paper and wooden wheels. Call 651-259-
3000.

A FULL MOON WALk through 
the Coldwater Spring area of South 
Minneapolis will be held at 7:00 this 
evening. To reach the spring, take Hiawatha 
Avenue and turn east at 54th Street, take an 
immediate right past the parking meters, 
through the cul-de-sac and the gates. Visit 
www.friendsofcoldwater.org.

THe sT. PAUL HIkING cLUb will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon at Coopers SuperValu 
in Sibley Plaza for a hike around Fort 
Snelling. Visit www.stpaulhike.org.

THe sT. PAUL Red cROss will hold a 
blood drive from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
today at 791-799 Grand Ave. during Grand 
Old Day. Call 1-800-448-3543.

Tuesday/June 9
THe cOMO-MIdWAy LA LecHe 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening to 
discuss “Baby Arrives: The Family and the 

Breastfed Baby.” Current and expectant 
mothers are invited to attend with their 
babies and toddlers. For meeting location, 
call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

THe HIGHLANd FRIeNdsHIP cLUb 
will hold its third annual Summer Pizza 
Night from 4:00 to 8:00 this evening at 
Davanni’s on Grand and Cleveland avenues. 
Davanni’s will donate 20 percent of eat-in 
or take-out food orders during those hours 
to the club, which serves young adults with 
disabilities. A coupon is required. Call Mary 
McKeown at 651-698-4096.

 Wednesday/June 10
vOLUNTeeRs ARe Needed to help 
tend the demonstration prairie at Crosby 
Farm Park from 6:00 to 8:00 this evening. 
The 3-acre area includes 1,000 native prairie 
plants. Tools and gloves will be provided. 
Children accompanied by a parent or 
guardian are welcome. Contact Sue Rich at 
srich@fmr.org or 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

THe LONGFeLLOW GARdeN cLUb 
will meet from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3207 
S. 37th Ave., Minneapolis. Master gardener 
Theresa Rooney will present information on 
growing fruits and vegetables in city yards. 
Club meetings are open to the public.

A HIsTORy PUb cRAWL in downtown 
St. Paul will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 this 
evening beginning at the Minnesota History 
Center, W. 345 Kellogg Blvd. A trolley will 

take participants to the pubs, which are 
restricted to those age 21 and older. The 
cost is $20-$25. Drinks are not included, 
but drink specials will be available at 
participating bars. Call 651-259-3015 or visit 
www.minnesotahistorycenter.org.

Friday/June 12
MINNesOTA bIObLITz 2009 will be 
held from 5:00 p.m. today through 5:00 p.m. 
tomorrow at Crosby Farm Park. The free 
event brings together citizens and scientists 
to count as many species of plants and 
animals as possible in a 24-hour period. 
Armed with sonar detectors, bug lights, live 
traps and laptops, volunteers will explore 
a section of the Mississippi National River 
and Recreation Area that runs through 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. The base camp 
is at Crosby, which will feature a floating 
laboratory on the Jonathan Padelford. 
Tonight’s surveys will include bats, owls, 
frogs and insects. Tomorrow’s events will 
include a bird hike at 6:00 a.m.; a mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians survey at 8:00 a.m.; 
a Padelford birding trip at 8:00 a.m. (cost 
is $15, call 651-227-1100); a fish survey 
with viewing from the Padelford at 10:30 
a.m.; wetland sampling at 1:00 p.m.; and a 
prairie plants survey at 2:00 p.m. Visit www.
bellmuseum.org/bioblitz.

Saturday/June 13
A WORLd WAR II WeekeNd 
to learn about Minnesota’s role in battle and 
at home will take place from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. today and tomorrow at Historic 
Fort Snelling. Historical displays, weapon-
firing demonstrations and an encampment 
of WWII reenactors will be featured along 
with period crafts, games and an obstacle 
course. Winning films from the 2008 
Greatest Generation project will be shown 
in the Visitor Center.Admission is $5.00-
$10. Call 612-726-1171.

Monday/June 15
A FINIsHING scHOOL for young 
ladies will be offered from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. today through Friday, June 19, 
at the Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. 
Exchange St. Girls ages 9-13 will  focus on 
a different Victorian-era theme each day: 
fashion, etiquette, handcrafts and personal 
expression, all culminating in a debutante 
tea party on the front porch. Each young 
lady will make a parlor fan and a take-home 
journal. The cost is $160-$175. A second 
session will be offered on June 22-26. Call 
651-296-8760.

THe GARdeN cLUb of Ramsey County 
will meet at 7:25 this evening at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Visit 
www.ramseygardeners.org.

The Kiosk

Mary Jo Culbertson, shown here helping student Sophie Black practice her matching 
skills, is retiring after 25 years of directing the Edgcumbe Recreation Center’s preschool 
program.  An open house in her honor will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 10, at Edgcumbe, 320 S. Griggs St. Photo By AnnE BRAndRud
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Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Community Development update—The Highland Dis-
trict Council’s Community Development Committee will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 3, at the Hillcrest Recre-
ation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The committee will discuss a 
parking variance for Massage Envy to locate in the former Act 
One Too photography studio at 2073 Ford Pkwy. Architect 
John Kohler also will go over design changes for a proposed 
Walgreens on Ford Parkway and Finn Street.

Railroad corridor cleanup—Volunteers are needed to help 
clean up the Canadian Pacific Railroad corridor at 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, June 13. Those who are interested in helping out are 
asked to contact the HDC office.

Highland Block Nurse Program—The Highland Block 
Nurse Program has volunteers who provide senior citizens 
with transportation to medical appointments, grocery shop-
ping, paperwork assistance and friendly visiting. In-home 
nursing and home health aide care also are offered on a sliding 
scale. Call 651-696-8425 or visit www.franciscancare.org.

Mark your calendar—Community Development Commit-
tee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 3, Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.; National Night Out kickoff picnic, 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 3, Como Park Midway Pic-
nic Pavilion; HDC board meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 4, 
Hillcrest; Community Services Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 10, Hillcrest; Canadian Pacific Railroad cor-
ridor cleanup, 9:00 a.m. Saturday, June 13; and Community 
Development Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 16, 
Hillcrest.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Teen Battle of the Bands—The annual Teen Battle of the 
Bands will be held from noon to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, June 7, on 
Grand Avenue and Macalester Street. Volunteers are needed 

for judging, setup, cleanup and staffing the information table. 
To volunteer, contact the council office. Food shelf donations 
will be accepted at the event.

Paint the Pavement—The Macalester-Groveland neigh-
borhood will organize its first Paint the Pavement project out-
side the Edgcumbe Recreation Center beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, June 13. The rain date is June 20. Contact Karmann 
Peters at the council office.

Get moving—Join MacGrove Moves to get fit and help re-
duce traffic congestion and gas emissions. Participants are be-
ing encouraged  to leave their cars at home and to walk, jog or 
bike to their destinations at least 15 times before August 12. 
Those who complete a log sheet of their trips will be entered 
in a drawing to win prizes donated by area businesses. For a 
log sheet, visit the council’s website or pick one up at the Edg-
cumbe or Groveland recreation centers.

Mark your calendar—Grand Old Day on Sunday, June 
7;  board of directors meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 11, 
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St.; Beautification 
Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. Monday, June 15, Edgcumbe; 
KidsPark Advisory Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
June 15, Desnoyer Recreation Center, 525 N. Pelham Blvd.; 
and Community Outreach Committee/neighbor rep meeting, 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 16, Edgcumbe.
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www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Plant & Prairie Party—The SHA’s Environment Commit-
tee’s will host a Plant & Prairie Party from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Saturday, June 13, at the Linwood Recreation Center, 860 
St. Clair Ave. A neighborhood plant exchange will be held on 
the front lawn to kick off summer. Master gardeners will be on 
hand and information will be available on native plants, rain 
gardens, urban farming and more. There will also be a presen-
tation on plans to restore the Sam Morgan Prairie.

Bike racks on Grand—New bike hitches will be installed 
this summer at several Grand Avenue locations between Dale 
Street and Cleveland Avenue. Grey metal hitches and racks 

shaped like bikes are being installed to encourage bicycling to 
the avenue’s businesses. The project is a collaboration of Grand 
Avenue property and business owners, and the Summit Hill 
and Macalester-Groveland district councils.

New to the neighborhood?—Stop by the SHA office in the 
Linwood Recreation Center and pick up a copy of the asso-
ciation’s new welcome booklet to help new neighbors get ac-
quainted with the many resources available in Summit Hill.

Dates to remember—Grand Old Day on June 7, SHA Com-
munications Committee meeting on June 9, SHA board of di-
rectors meeting on June 11, and the Plant & Prairie Party on 
June 13. Most SHA meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Linwood 
Recreation Center. For details, call the SHA office.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Paint the Pavement—A Paint the Pavement project will be 
held from 9:00 a.m to 4:30 p.m. Friday, June 5, at Iglehart Av-
enue and Moore Street. The program uses street painting to 
promote calming traffic and creating a neighborhood identity. 
Painters should bring sunscreen, a water bottle, paint brushes 
and rags. Coffee and baked goods will be provided by Trotter’s. 
A pizza lunch will be served and there will be a potluck supper 
at 4:30 p.m. Potluck participants are asked to bring a dish to 
share and a chair or blanket. Paper goods and beverages will be 
provided. To register, call Pat Trotter at 651-644-9867.

Recycling bins available—Recycling bins are distributed 
free of charge from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at the Merriam Park Recreation 
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. The next pickup dates are June 
3 and 17.

Union Park news—The Union Park District Council’s board 
of directors will hold its next meeting at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 3, in Concordia University’s Library Technology Center, 
1282 Concordia Ave. Residents are still being sought to join 
the Neighborhood Issues, Parks and Recreation, Land Use, 
and Internal Affairs committees. For information, contact the 
UPDC office or visit its website.
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...in multiple offers
By combining my customized marketing plan with knowl-
edge of the current market, I helped these sellers achieve 
success! Current buyer incentives are creating great 
opportunities for sellers too! Let me put my experience and 
market knowledge to work for you too!

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

fabulous duplex
Up/down duplex in really great shape! Close to Univ of St. 
Thomas! Sunny, open layouts with high ceilings, beautiful 
hardwood floors, updated maple kitchens with newer 
appliances and updated baths. Newer 2½-car garage 
plus 4 off-street spaces! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

spectacular sunfish lake
Classic 4-bedroom brick beauty, nestled in nature! 
Gracious space for entertaining, with fabulous kitchen, 
family room & sparkling sunroom. Luxurious owner's suite, 
peaceful pond views. 7 Roanoke.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $1,050,000

dare to dream!
Paradise in the city. Almost 3 acres of wooded splendor! 
Spacious kitchen with granite countertops, vaulted living 
room, private owner's suite, sunroom, porch, 5-car garage! 
1770 Delaware. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $545,000

tantalizing townhome!
Well-maintained 2-bedroom, 2-bath end unit offers two-
story living room with gas fireplace, sharp kitchen, dining 
room, bright loft & 2-car garage. Carefree living! 5460 
Bryce. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edeLstein crs
651-695-4300 • $189,000

sophisticated and spacious
Sunny & bright 4,000 sq. ft. condo in the heart of Crocus 
Hill. 4 BRs, 2 baths, 2-car parking. This historic home is 
an all-brick structure with a slate roof on a beautiful double 
lot. 757 Osceola Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $589,000

historic english gothic
This 1909-built home on a double lot is rich in architec-
tural detail. Stately & gracious, this 6,000 sq. ft home 
features gorgeous woodwork, leaded glass windows, a 
grand stairway and 6 working FPs. CA, 3-car garage and 
elegant gardens. 495 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,395,000

a true treasure
Lovingly renovated, this 3-story home features new kitchen 
and baths, cozy main floor family room, master suite, 3rd 
floor family room, BR & ¾ bath, hardwood floors and 
beautiful woodwork. 691 Goodrich.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $995,000

gorgeous highland 2-story – must see!
Immaculate, 3 huge BRs, fabulous natural wdwk. & 
floors, main floor family room, office/library with ½ bath, 
sunny eat-in kitchen with sliding door to patio, new bath 
and plumbing, many updates, new price! You can't beat 
this one!!

gary fabeL
651-282-9613 • $379,900

wonderful neighborhood
563 Milton: Lovingly cared-for original owner home featur-
ing 4+ BRs, 2 baths, large family room, backyard oasis 
with gazebo, deck, fenced yard & 2-car garage. Walk to 
shopping, schools, dining and bus line. Centrally located 
just minutes from 35E and Randolph.

kim fLanaghan
612-270-9099 • $209,900

just listed!
2019 Stanford Ave.: Spacious 4-BR with stunning oak 
woodwork, gleaming hardwood floors, handsome brick 
fireplace with bookshelves alongside, eat-in kitchen and 
lower level amusement room.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $334,900

you'll be envied!
2217 Riverwood Place: Stunning 5-BR Colonial tastefully 
decorated and updated. It features a family-sized kitchen 
with center island, king-sized master bedroom suite, and 
entertainment-sized living and dining rooms and main 
floor family room.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $649,500

price just reduced!
1608 Hartford Ave.: This charming 3-BR is in impec-
cabvle condition and tastefully decorated top to bottom. 
King-sized MBR, gleaming hardwood floors, 2 new baths 
and a fenced yard with oversized double garage.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $284,900

classic loft living
Two garages, wide open space facing dog-friendly city 
park. All the upgrades and a price that cannot be matched 
anywhere in the city. Award winning, no-rental building, 
great side gardens and roof top deck. See all my listings 
at StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

prime highland home
Classic with period-sensitive redo of kitchen, family and 
master en-suite. Great family home and three full baths. 
Perfect location. New price For private tour call Dennis. 
See all my listings at StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

st. anthony park charmer
Coming soon is this opportunity for a first-time buyer home. 
3 large BRs, big country kitchen, hdwd. floors, huge out-
door deck & a lifestyle that only St. Anthony Park can offer. 
Walk to shops, be a part of a strong neighborhood com-
munity. Easy commute to both cities. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

true penthouse living
This really is the only true penthouse in either city. Why? 
Because of the uncompromising attention to detail, the 
high polish finish, the large outdoor terrace, parking for 3 
cars, caterer kitchen, 4 FPs, 4 baths & skyway connection 
to the best restaurants in the city. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

sold in 5 days!
In this market you need an experienced Realtor with sound 
business practices in order to get your home sold. Forget 
the market analysis, call me and let's discuss how we can 
get your home sold. My experience puts me in the top 4% 
of Realtors in the country. StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

best outdoor living
Desnoyer Park home w/several outdoor living spaces & an 
amazing interior courtyard. New bamboo flooring, updated 
kitchen w/double wall ovens. Large family living is here 
with 5+ BRs, 4 full baths & over 4,400 sq. ft. of living 
space. See more of my listings at StPaulTeam.com

dennis breining
612-759-7984

merriam park!
1752 Carroll Ave.: Sweet 2-BR starter with all the detail 
& charm you expect plus more – large maple kitchen with 
baker's pantry walks out to deck and corner fenced yard. 
Front porch. Call Lolly or Rosemary.

LoLLy saLmen crs • rosemary mcneeLy crs
651-690-8582 • $209,900

2 wiLder Park condos
Over 55 building. Mint 1-BR with balcony $55K. Spacious 
2-BR $58K.Both have underground garage. Enjoy all 
amenities, party room, exercise room, and friendly, well-
maintained building.

LoLLy saLmen crs • rosemary mcneeLy crs
651-690-8582 • $55,000 & $58,000

sweet highland park
Highland Park Tudor expansion w/many updates! Newer 
Renewal by Anderson windows throughout, updated yet 
true to period kit. w/CaesarStone quartz countertops. 
Master suite w/new master bath, walk-in closet. Great back 
deck. Walk to Village. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson crs
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland Park
1991 ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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FREE*

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

($91 value)
Call Today for an Appointment

*new patients only, please

550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)
651-699-0404 • www.MendesFamilyDentistry.com

Professional
Teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only, please

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

&
4 Bite Wing X-Rays

only
$99*
($199 value)

*new patients only, please

Mendes Family Dentistry

Top Dentists
Award 2009

MN Monthly & Minneapolis St. Paul Magazines

We are second generation dentists
who have lived in and served our community

with care and concern for over 35 years.
                                                               Paul & Charles Mendes

“The opportunity
is in feeding 

the community.”
Mike & Ted 

Irish Philosophers

Randolph & Hamline
651-698-4347

Randolph & West 7th 
651-228-9925

We AppReciATe
YouR Business!
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School District 197 will celebrate its 150th 
anniversary of educating students in 
Mendota Heights, West St. Paul and  

Eagan on Saturday, June 6. The festivities are 
being held in conjunction with the annual 
Mendota Heights Parks Celebration, which 
will take place from noon to 3:00 p.m. in 
Mendakota Park off of Dodd Road.

The festivities will then move to the south 
lawn of Henry Sibley High School from 3:30 
p.m. to dusk, where there will be an old-fash-
ioned baseball game, parade of teachers and 
students, picnic, music, games, a history dis-
play and fireworks. 

The district kicked off its year-long an-
niversary celebration with an old-fashioned 
schoolhouse raising last September at Mat-
son Field in West St. Paul. The 150-square-
foot building is a replica of the district’s first 
schoolhouse that was built in 1859, just a year 
after Minnesota was granted statehood. Ini-
tially known as County School 3, the build-
ing was located about 40 yards from Delaware 
and Emerson avenues on the border of West 
St. Paul and Mendota Heights.

According to a history of the district writ-
ten by Gloria Gritz, the school was moved in 
1863 to the site of today’s Somerset School 
on Dodd Road. That school burned down 
in 1899 and was replaced by the new Staples 
School, which in turn was replaced by the 
current Somerset School in 1936. Additions 
were built in 1953 and 1969, and the school 
was recently renovated, but the original part 
of the building is still in use.

School District 197 was officially formed 

in 1957. Garlough Elementary (now an en-
vironmental magnet school) and Mendota 
elementary schools had just opened in Men-
dota Heights and West St. Paul, respectively. 
The district’s other schools have a more recent 
heritage. Moreland Elementary in West St. 
Paul was built in 1964 and Sibley High School 
in Mendota Heights in 1971. The district’s 
fifth elementary school, Pilot Knob, was built 
in 1974 in Eagan. 

Heritage and Friendly Hills middle schools 
were completed in 1997 and serve students in 
grades 5-8. Heritage in West St. Paul is on the 
site of the original Sibley High School and the 
short-lived Grass Junior High. Friendly Hills 
is in Mendota Heights.

The 150th anniversary celebration is free 
and open to the public. Participants are in-
vited to attend in vintage clothing, with cars, 
bikes or buggies. For information, call 651-
452-5179 or visit www.isd197.org.

District 197 celebrates 150 years
june 6 event to feature parade, 
picnic, music, games, fireworks

A replica of the district’s first schoolhouse.
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Leftover magic: From 
salvage to succulence

When I was 6 years old, Mom pulled some strings at 
school and arranged for a weekly treat. Every Fri-
day at lunchtime I was allowed to walk unescorted 

down the block to the old Victorian house of my grandparents. 
It was the high point of my week.

To me, that faded house was a castle, with its wide front 
stairway and narrow back hallways once used by “the help.” In 
the spring and fall, I’d invariably find Grandma hunched over 
her vegetable garden. Beyond the functional plots were rem-
nants of an ancient bench, a crumbling statue and the ruins 
of a small pool. If I squinted, I could imagine it teeming with 
goldfish. 

Grandma was a smiling soul, always happy to put down her 
trowel and lead me to the kitchen. It would be just the two of 
us. On these occasions I didn’t have to share her with parents 
or siblings or cousins, and Grandpa wouldn’t be home until 
later. Noontime invariably found him at the local café with 
other retired farmers, swapping stories about a favored steer 
or their son’s acquisition of another combine.

Grandma’s undivided attention was enough to make these 
occasions special. But, I have to admit, I really looked forward 
to the food. 

It wasn’t that Grandma’s lunches were better than what we 
had at school. This was rural Iowa, long before school cafete-
rias were stocked with industrially produced taco fillings and 
frozen pizza. The food at school tasted pretty much like what 
we ate at home, likely because my mom and a lot of other 
moms took turns working in the school kitchen. 

In fact, neither fresh ingredients nor culinary refinement 
was essential to the magic of Grandma’s cooking. Her lunches 
were enchanting because you never knew what would be in 
them.

Grandma’s chili, for example, was pure serendipity. It may 
have begun as a leftover pot of stew. But once that was on the 
stove, Grandma was back at the icebox, extracting bowls of 
untold ingredients. The chili placed before me might have 
corn or broccoli or green beans from the previous night’s sup-
per, a dollop of fried potatoes, scraps of chicken or chunks of 
ham. I wouldn’t be surprised if, just for flavor, she stirred in a 
spoonful of the bacon grease.

The pleasure of Grandma’s company certainly enhanced the 
flavor. Still, I have a lingering admiration for those mystery 
lunches. Grandma kept eight children amply fed through the 
Depression, crop failures and farm foreclosures, and her ability 
to make much from little never waned. Forget the foams and 
froths contrived by modern chefs. If necessity is the mother 
of invention, Grandma was the most inventive cook I could 
imagine. And, I’m happy to report, her ghost makes frequent 
visits to my kitchen.

It started years back with the guilt brought on by the real-
ization that my enthusiasm for adventurous cooking and gra-

cious entertaining was resulting in far too many food funerals 
hosted by the garbageman. Like a lot of cooks, I began to think 
of repurposing leftovers as a challenge, not a chore. Seamlessly 
working last night’s who-knows-what into tonight’s come-
and-get-it became a pleasure.

By the time grocery prices spiked, I was already well-versed 
in dinner déjà vu. The financial challenges of the current econ-
omy only doubled the dare.

Many of us have well-established strategies for stretching 
food budgets. Just about any scraps of meat are fair game for 
quesadillas. Frittatas gobble up leftover greens and sausage. 
Steamed or baked potatoes get mashed, folded into leftover 
vegetables and topped with cheese for impromptu gratins. 

I take regular stock of the fridge, and whatever is about to go 
south is promptly put to use. I’m also an avid bone collector, 
and not just the bones from major roasts. I have a beef bag for 
whatever came from a cow and a chicken bag for the bones 
from wings and drumsticks. Making stock means going to the 
freezer, not the store.

Cheese rinds get the cryogenic treatment to enrich a fu-
ture stew. Crusty hunks of bread are frozen for crumbs and 
croutons. And those bottom stubs of asparagus that you end 
up with when you bend the spear to snap off the tender part? 
We’re often told to discard them, but they make a perfectly 
flavorful soup. Sure, they’re tough and stringy, but that’s why 
God invented blenders. Since I’m not in the mood for soup 
these days, this spring’s asparagus stubs are being frozen to be 
resurrected in the fall when cream of asparagus soup will be a 
welcome treat. 

And while we’re in the freezer, I’ll reveal another collection. 
Martha Stewart or some such culinary sage once said to throw 

overripe bananas in the freezer to be used for banana bread. 
Great idea, dismal results—for me, at least. Freeze a truly 
blackened banana and its pulp pretty much turns to liquid. 
Maybe it was just bad luck, but various recipes yielded consec-
utive batches of banana bread with insides the consistency of 
pudding. Specimens from my over-the-hill banana collection 
would occasionally get whirled into a smoothie or stirred into 
pancake batter, but supply outpaced demand and the cache 
grew and grew.

Then Grandma’s ghost stopped by for a visit. A couple 
of Sundays ago, I felt like baking a cake and started paging 
through my baking books. Coconut cake sounded good, but 
the pantry yielded no coconut.  

Deflated, I flipped the page. And there it was, as though 
Grandma had placed it there—a stunning banana cake. 

Did I have overripe bananas? I could barely open the freezer 
without having a banana hit my foot. I reasoned that, in a cake, 
that extra moisture might actually be an asset. 

Perhaps I’m delusional, or just overly eager to out my in-
ner grandma, but I swear, we nibbled at that cake all week and 
the last piece was as moist as the first. I like to think that, like 
Grandma’s lunches, there’s magic in that its cornerstone ingre-
dient was resurrected salvage. Anyway you look at it, it was a 
luscious cake. I wouldn’t hesitate to bake it again for guests or 
take it to a party. 

Hmmmm. Now that’s a thought: Repurposing what others 
might throw in the trash, propping it on a crystal platter, and 
marching it right up to the host’s front door. Amid the praise 
that followed, I’d demur, “Oh, it’s nothing, really,” because, in 
fact, that’s what it is. 

Grandma would be proud.

Food
Home Fires
By Jo Marshall

Banana Cake for Grandma
1/2 pound unsalted butter
1 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 cup mashed overripe bananas (2-3 bananas)
1-3/4 cups unbleached all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon table salt
2/3 teaspoon baking soda
5 tablespoons buttermilk (see note)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
cream-cheese frosting (see recipe below)
1/3 cup finely chopped walnuts

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour two 9-
inch round layer pans. Cream the butter with the sugar un-
til light and fluffy. Add the eggs one at a time, beating well 

after each. Add the mashed bananas (if your bananas have 
been frozen, they’ll burst from their skins pre-mashed) and 
mix thoroughly. Sift the dry ingredients together and add to 
the butter-banana mixture. Mix until well incorporated. Add 
the buttermilk and vanilla, mix well and continue to beat for 
an additional minute. Pour the batter into prepared pans and 
bake until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean, 
about 25-30 minutes. Place the pans on a rack to cool for 10 
minutes, then turn the cakes onto the rack and let them cool 
completely. Assemble and frost with the cream-cheese frost-
ing. Sprinkle the walnuts on top of the cake. 

Note: If you don’t have buttermilk on hand, do what Grand-
ma did: Add a little white vinegar to regular milk and let it 
stand for a few minutes to sour. For the purposes of this recipe, 
I added 1 teaspoon of vinegar to four tablespoons plus 2 tea-
spoons of milk. I tested this recipe with both buttermilk and 
soured milk, and both gave good results. 

That said, buttermilk can be successfully frozen, so the but-
termilk you invariably have left after any recipe needn’t go to 
waste. Buying it in plastic screw-top bottles makes for easy 
storage. Cream cheese and butter also freeze well, so thrifty 
cooks replenish stocks when the price is right.

Cream-Cheese Frosting
8 ounces cream cheese (low-fat if you like)
6 tablespoons unsalted butter
3 cups confectioner’s sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Juice of 1/2 lemon (or more to taste)

Bring the butter and cream cheese to room temperature, 
then cream together. Slowly sift in the confectioner’s sugar and 
beat until fully incorporated and free of lumps. Add the vanilla 
and lemon juice and beat until fluffy.

Two or three overripe bananas are the main ingredients for a perfectly moist cake.  phoTo by janeT hosTeTTer
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On the Town

  And other                                   good food
656 Grand Avenue   •   651-228-9030

www.tavernongrand.com

and anyone with him
Father’s Day Sun. June 21

Steak & Lobster $19.95
served 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

8 oz. top sirloin, 5 oz. lobster tail,
with vegetable & rosemary baby reds

Just for Dad…

Reservations
Recommended

Spectr
um

JAZZ     TAP    BALLET

 975 Grand Ave. St. Paul
(Grand at Chatsworth 2 blocks east of Grand & Lexington Pkwy.)

651-224-8951
www.dancespectrum.com

Summer Dance
Class Schedules/Information

•Pre-school
•Youth
•Teens
•Adults
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By Bob Gilbert

There was an old joke among 
the Jews living in Europe 
between the two world wars 

about a conversation among three 
men: 

First man: The Jews and the 
cyclists are responsible for all of the 
problems in the world.

Second man: Why the cyclists?
Third man: Why the Jews?

Karel Svenk, a Czech Jew who 
was being held captive in the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp 
in Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia, 
expanded on that joke in 1943 
when he wrote the play, The Last 
Cyclist. Theresienstadt’s inmates 
rehearsed the satirical comedy 
under the direction of Svenk, but 
it never made it to the stage in 
Theresienstadt. Because the play 
portrayed the Nazis as morons, 
the Council of Jewish Elders in 
Theresienstadt shut it down for fear 
of reprisals.

The play has since been 
resurrected from the memory of a 
Theresienstadt actress who worked 

on the project, and on June 5 it will 
open a three-weekend run in St. 
Paul. 

“This will be the first time The 
Last Cyclist has been staged in 
America,” said Urban Landreman, 
the play’s producer and the director 
of the Lex-Ham Community 
Theatre. “It’s funny and it makes 
you laugh, but then you realize, ‘oh, 
that’s right, these people are in a 
concentration camp.’”

The production is a collaboration 
among the Lex-Ham Theatre, the 
Blank Slate Theatre, the Jewish 
Community Center of St. Paul, the 
Czech and Slovak Cultural Center 
of St. Paul, and Good Samaritan 
United Methodist Church of Edina. 

“This is a community-building 
effort, uniting groups who 
usually don’t talk to each other,” 
Landreman said. “We each come 
to the play from a slightly different 
angle. The Czech groups are 
intrigued by it because it’s written 
by a Czech playwright. The Jewish 
community is interested because it 
involves their history. We picked it 
because it’s a damn good play.” 

Theresienstadt, or Terizen as the 
Czechs called it, was an old walled 

city about 40 miles from Prague. 
During World War II, the Nazis 
forced the 6,000 local residents 
out and moved the Jews in. At one 
point, more than 60,000 Jews were 
living in the compound. Though 
they didn’t know it, they were 
awaiting transfer to one of the Nazi 
death camps. 

About 140,000 Jews in all 
passed through the Theresienstadt 
ghetto. Half of them were Czech, 
and many of them were painters, 
writers, musicians and other artists. 
Only 20,000 survived the war. 
Svenk was not among them; he 
died at Auschwitz. 

The Last Cyclist tells of the 
inmates of an insane asylum 
who take over the world. Their 
dictatorial leader, Ma’am, once had 
a psychiatrist who stuck needles 
in her arms. This psychiatrist rode 
a bicycle, so the former inmates 
figure that if they can only get 
rid of all the cyclists in the world, 
their troubles will be over. The 
protagonist is a persecuted grocery 
store owner by the name of Bořivoj 
Abeles, a Charlie Chaplin-like 

‘The Last Cyclist’
Lex-Ham revives death camp drama from ’43

Adam Dielschneider and Shira Levenson star in the U.S. premiere of 
Nazi Holocaust victim Karel Svenk’s The Last Cyclist.  pHoto by brAD StAUffer‘thE LASt cYcLISt’  c22

By Bill Stieger

Amy Leahy Clark is not one of those 
artists who pines to quit her day 
job. She sees her position as the 

art teacher at St. Peter Claver School as an 
extension of her creative work.

“The kids inspire me,” said Clark from her 
desk in the Summit-University grade school’s 
art room, which is wallpapered with the art 
of her students. “I didn’t have my first show 
until 2005. I began showing my work, in part, 
because I couldn’t tell these kids to be artists 
if I wasn’t one myself. That led to my joining 
the AZ Gallery and finally exhibiting my 
work.”

A lifelong resident of the Macalester-
Groveland neighborhood, Clark will be 
showing her paintings and garden art 
through the end of June at the AZ Gallery 
in St. Paul’s Lowertown. Her exhibit, “When 
the World Breaks Your Heart,” will open with 
a public reception from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
Friday, June 5.

Clark, 44, is an energetic mother of two 
boys who on top of being a teacher and an 

artist works as a volunteer for St. Peter Claver, 
raising funds and performing other duties 
for the school. She is now in the process of 
designing and building a community garden 
for St. Peter Claver. Friends describe her 
as “voracious,” someone who “seizes the 

moment” and “relaxes by remaining active.”
Clark paints in oils and watercolors. Her 

murals have been seen nationally on the 
television show “Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition,” which featured the Swenson-Lee 
family of Minnetonka. Clark painted images 
of France on the walls of 12-year-old Taylor 
Swenson’s bedroom.

“The show’s producers e-mailed me,” Clark 
said. “They’d seen the murals on my website. 
They asked to see more of my work and a 
resumé. They told me they had to look at 
some other artists, so I didn’t expect to hear 
from them. But they called me back and I got 
the job.”

Clark is also an avid gardener, and she 
crafts garden art and garden furniture for 
her clients. A sampling of her work can be 
viewed online at www.amyclarkart.com.

Amy Leahy (her maiden name) had the 
almost stereotypical St. Paul Irish Catholic 
childhood. She attended Nativity Grade 
School, graduated from Visitation High 
School in Mendota Heights, then studied 
for two years at the College of St. Catherine 
before financial circumstances forced her to 

switch to a state college. “I ran out of money 
halfway through my undergrad studies,” she 
said. “I got my bachelor’s degree at Metro 
State in liberal arts.”

The job offers weren’t exactly pouring 
in for liberal arts majors, so Clark studied 
graphic design at Brown College in 
Minneapolis before being hired as a graphic 
designer for Shea Architects, where she 
stayed for 12 years.

“I left Shea in 2000 because I wanted to 
have another child,” Clark said. “Then I 
stayed at home for five years to take care of 
my younger son and worked part-time as a 
care assistant for a disabled child. I’d done 
some volunteer work for St. Peter Claver 
during that period. The principal, Theresa 
Mardenborough, knew of my art background 
and encouraged me to apply for a teaching 
position.”

St. Peter Claver is a small K-8 Catholic 
school located just east of the corner of 
Central Avenue and Lexington Parkway. 
Ninety-five percent of its students are 

Macalester-Groveland’s Clark practices what she teaches

Artist Amy Leahy Clark.  pHoto by brAD StAUffer

AmY LEAhY cLARk  c22
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Theater
The Unexpected Guest, a murder 
mystery by Agatha Christie involv­
ing a dead husband, a penitent wife 
and her unexpected guest who 
isn’t so sure of the wife’s guilt, is 
playing through June 21 at Theatre 
in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. Show times are 
8:00 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2:00 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are 
$20 with discounts for seniors and 
students. Call 612­333­3010.
Ivan the Drunk and His Terrible 
Tale of Woe, a new tragicomedy 
by Off­Leash Area co­directors 
Paul Herwig and Jennifer Ilse, 
will open on June 4 at Open Eye 
Figure Theater, 506 E. 24th St. in 
Minneapolis. Herwig stars as a 
clownish Russian combat veteran 
in a story about the price a soldier 
pays for his patriotism. Show times 
are 8:00 p.m. Thursday thorugh 
Sunday through June 20. Tickets 
are $12­$18. Call 612­724­7372.

Spider’s Web, an Agatha Christie 
whodunit in which the mistress of 
the murder mystery spoofs herself, 
will open on June 5 at Park Square 
Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place. Peter 
Moore directs a cast that includes 
Bob Davis, Allen Hamilton, Steve 
Hendrickson, Bruce Hyde, Michael 
Paul Levin, Carolyn Pool, Amy 
Schweickhardt, Piper Sigel­Bruse 
and Sid Solomon. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday 
through June 21. Tickets are $15­
$39. Call 651­291­7005.
The Enemy: Time, a short play 
written by Tennessee Williams 
in 1952, will receive its world 
premiere from June 13­28 at the 
Gremlin Theatre, 2400 University 
Ave. Directed by Jef Hall­Flavin, 
the dense half­hour drama stars 
Peter Christian Hansen as Phil 
Beam, a fading Hollywood ne’er­
do­well who falls victim to his past 
indiscretions. Williams will be feted 
prior to each show with a Southern 
social featuring live music and 

nonalcoholic refreshments. The 
doors open at 7:30 p.m. June 13­14, 
19­22 and 27­28. A party follows 
each performance at Jay’s Café and 
Bar around the corner. For ticket 
information, call 651­228­7008.
Singin’ in the Rain, one of the 
most celebrated movie musicals 
of all time, will be performed June 
16­28 at the Ordway. Directed and 
choreographed by James Rocco, 
it stars Michael Gruber, Christina 
Saffran Ashford, Tony Vierling, 
Austene Van, Richard Ooms and 
Claudia Wilkens. Show times are 
8:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 
2:00 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets 
are $49–$75. Call 651­224­4222.

Dance
Israeli dance classes for novices 
and experts alike will be taught by 
Shira Schwartz from 7:00 to 8:00 
p.m. every Wednesday, June 3­24, 
at the Jewish Community Center, 
1375 St. Paul Ave. Open dancing 
will follow from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. 
Admission is $8.00. Call Penny 
Schumacher at 651­255­4732.

Ballet of the Dolls will reprise its 
1991 ballet Romiette and Julio from 
June 18­28 in part to explore how 
people’s perspectives may have 
changed over the past 18 years. The 
tale of love, passion and the cruelty 
of judgment examines AIDS, same­

sex marriages and homophobia. 
Show times are 8:00 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday at the Ritz Theater, 345 
13th Ave. NE. in Minneapolis. Call 
612­436­1129.

Exhibits
“Minnesota Prints and Print­
makers,” a showcase of fine­art 
printmaking between 1900 and 
1945, is on view through Septem­
ber 7 at the James J. Hill House, 
240 Summit Ave. Admission is 
$2.00. Cole Rogers of Minneapolis’ 
Highpoint Center for Printmaking 
will discuss “Minnesota Printmak­
ing Past, Present and Future” at 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 4. Admis­
sion to the lecture is $8.00, $6.00 
for seniors and students, $5.00 for 
children. Refreshments and a tour 
of the Hill House will follow. Call 
651­297­2555.
“Interpretations of Faith,” 
paintings, sculpture, drawings, 
prints, paper and mixed­media 
works by eight women working 
in the Judaic or Christian tradi­
tions, is on view through June 28 
on the lower level of the Basilica 
of St. Mary in Minneapolis. The 
gallery is open from 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. Saturdays and from 
7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sundays. A 
reception for artists Robyn Stoller 
Awend, Kirsten Malcolm Berry, 
Joan Bohlig, Carolyn Brunelle, 
Leah Golberstein, Renanah 
Halpern, Lynda Monick­Isenberg 
and Lucinda Naylor and a panel 
discussion will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 11. Admission is 
free. Call 612­333­1381.

“Wolves and Wild Lands,” 
an exhibit by the International 
Wolf Center on the increasingly 
fragmented habitat for wolves, is 
being displayed through August 
23 at the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, 17th and University 
avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. 
Admission is $5.00, $3.00 for 
students and seniors, or free for all 

on Sundays from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
Call 612­624­7083.

“Sinister but Sweet,” the art of 
D.C. Ice, will be shown from June 
6 to July 6 at Frameworks, 2022 
Ford Pkwy. An opening reception 
will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 6.

“Piece Process,” functional art and 
sculpture by Chris Ahalt, Garrett 
Glaser, Mike Larson, Josie Lewis, 
Holly Vrieze Murray, Kyle Osvog, 
Chris Rand and Jason Wismar, will 
be displayed from June 6 through 
August 1 at Vine Arts Center, 2637 
27th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. An 
opening reception will be held 
from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Saturday, 
June 6. Call 612­728­5745.

“Titanic,” a 14,000­square­foot 
display of more than 250 artifacts 
from the ill­fated ocean liner 
recovered from the bottom of 
the North Atlantic, will open on 
June 12 at the Science Museum 
of Minnesota. Visitors to the 
exhibit are invited to assume the 
role of passengers, traveling back 
in time to April 1912, when the 
luxurious Titanic embarked on its 
maiden voyage. They will learn 
about the ship’s construction, 
what life was like on board, the 
famous sinking and the efforts to 
recover the wreckage. They will 
also witness the world’s reaction 
to the disaster and learn of their 
respective passenger’s fate. The 
Titanic exhibit will remain on view 
through January 3, 2010. Tickets 
are $23, $18 for children ages 4­12 
and seniors. For reservations, call 
651­221­9444.

The College of Visual Arts will 
hold its annual Alumni Exhibition 
from June 13 through July 11 in 
the gallery at 173 N. Western Ave. 
An opening reception will be held 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Friday, June 
12. Call 651­757­4000.

“Visual Jazz,” an exhibit of jazz­
inspired art curated by Seitu Jones, 
will open with a reception from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 

Craig Verm and Norah Long star in The Desert Song, one of two light 
operas about love and courtship that will be performed by the Skylark 
Opera in repertory from June 13-21 in Pearson Theater at Concordia 
University, 312 N. Hamline Ave. The other production is Donizetti’s 
Don Pasquale, a comic opera about a disinherited nephew, his effer-
vescent fiancée and wealthy elderly uncle starring Rod Nelman and 
Robb Asklof. The Desert Song will be staged at 8:00 p.m. June 13 and 
18 and 3:00 p.m. June 17, 20 and 21. Don Pasquale plays at 3:00 p.m. 
June 14 and 8:00 p.m. June 19 and 20. For tickets, call 651-209-6689.
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Please call or stop by our convenient location
for an informational brochure.
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Dental Plan
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PAINTING
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17, at Grand Hand Gallery, 619 Grand Ave. 
Live music, wine and hors d’oeuvres will 
be featured. The art will remain on view 
through July 8. Call 651-312-1122. 

Film
Journey 12,460 feet below the North 
Atlantic Ocean and view the wreckage 
of the world’s most famous shipwreck in 
Titanica, opening June 12 (being shown 
through January 3, 2010) in the Science 
Museum of Minnesota’s Omnitheater. The 
IMAX film features stunning images of the 
Titanic where it has rested since April 1912, 
when the luxury liner struck an iceberg and 
sank about 400 nautical miles southeast of 
Newfoundland. Detailed images of the wreck 
are juxtaposed with archival photos of the 
ship. Tickets are $7.50, $6.50 for children 
ages 4-12. Call 651-221-9444.

Books
Local authors Jane Gilgun, Jacqueline 
Mosio and Tom Swift will discuss their new 
nonfictional books at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
June 4, at the Merriam Park Library, 1831 
Marshall Ave. Sponsored by the Twin Cities 
chapter of the National Writers Union, the 
free program will feature Mosio’s Getting a 
Jump on Life: 90 Years of Flying in the Face of 
Obstacles, Overcoming Hardships and Making 
My Own Way, about her coauthor, Aileen 
Fritsch; Swift’s Chief Bender’s Burden, the 
true story of the country’s greatest American 
Indian baseball player; and Gilgun’s On 
Being a Shit: Unkind Deeds and Cover-Ups in 
Everyday Life.
Common Good Books, 165 N. Western 
Ave., will present free readings by the 
following authors: Lynn Freed from The 
Servants’ Quarters at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 4; Jane Hamilton from Laura Rider’s 
Masterpiece, 7:30 p.m. Monday, June 8; 
Michael Stanley from The Second Death of 
Goodluck Tinubu, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 
10; Mary Hayes Grieco from Be A Light: 
Illumined Essays for Times Like These, 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 18. Call 651-225-8989.
Minnesota author George Rabasa and 
soprano Jennifer Baldwin-Peden join in an 
evening of literature and song on Tuesday, 
June 9, to mark the publication of Rabasa’s 
novel, The Wonder Singer. The story of 
a famous diva and an obscure freelance 
writer who seizes his last chance at greatness 
will be introduced at 7:00 p.m. at the Loft, 
1011 Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
Admission is free. Call 612-215-2575.
The Central Library Book Club will discuss 
The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold on June 11. 
The club meets at 10:30 a.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month in the 4th floor 
meeting room of the library, 90 W. 4th St. 
Admission is free and open to all. Call 651-
266-7000, extension 5.
The Bloomsday Society will celebrate the life 
and work of Irish author James Joyce during 
its 24th annual Bloomsday celebration at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday June 16, at the University 
Club, 420 Summit Ave. Reading from Joyce’s 
novel Ulysses, which is set on June 16, will 
be poet Donal Heffernan, Australian writer 
and photographer Michael Bayly, Minnesota 
Historical Society librarian Patrick Coleman, 
poet and actress Molly Culligan, singer and 
peace activist Brigid McDonald, and singer 
and guitarist Michael Ziegahn. Admission 
is free. An optional dinner is served at 5:00 
p.m. For reservations, call 651-222-1751.
World explorer Dan Buettner will speak 
at the second annual Lunch for Libraries on 
Wednesday, June 17, in Kagin Commons 
at Macalester College. The fundraiser for 
the Minnesota Library Foundation will be 
emceed by actress Linda Kelsey. A book 
signing will open the affair at 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch and Buettner’s talk will follow at 

noon. Buettner is the author of The Blue 
Zone: Lessons for Living Longer from People 
Who’ve Lived the Longest, a New York Times 
bestseller. Tickets are $40, or $300 for a table 
of eight. Call Judy Todd at 651-645-5731.

Music
The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra and its 
Anniversary Chorale under the direction of 
Dale Warland will perform Mendelssohn’s 
complete A Midsummer Night’s Dream and 
Schumann’s Quartet in E-Flat at 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday, June 4-6, at the 
Ordway. Tickets are $10-$59 or $5.00 for 
children. Call 651-291-1144. 

“Converging Traditions,” a concert by 
the Zeitgeist ensemble featuring Chinese 
pipa player Gao Hong’s “Seasons” and the 
premiere of banjo player Paul Elwood’s 
“Forty-Four Smokeless,” will be presented 
at 8:00 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, 
June 4-6, at Studio Z, 275 E. 4th St. Hong 
and Elwood will join Zeitgeist in the shows. 
Tickets are $10. Call 651-755-1500.

A free hip-hop concert featuring Doomtree, 
Toki Wright of Rhymesayers and Brandon 
Allday and Medium Zach of Big Quarters 
will be presented on Saturday, June 6, by 
McNally Smith College of Music. Hip-hop 
historian Davey D will open the program at 
6:30 p.m. with an Inside the Hip-Hop Studio 
interview at the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th 
St. Reservations are required. Visit www.
mcnallysmith.edu/hiphopkickoff.

“Summer at Northrop,” a series of free 
concerts from noon to 1:00 p.m. weekdays 
through July 22 on Northrop Plaza at the 
University of Minnesota, will open on June 
11 with Spanish music and dance by Michael 
Hauser. The schedule also includes the New 
Primitives Afro-Caribbean music on June 15; 
garage pop by France Has the Bomb, June 16; 
Summit Avenue pop rock, June 17; and the 
hip hop of Kristoff Krane, June 18. 

One Voice Mixed Chorus, a choir of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight 
singers, will close its season with a musical 
celebration of the environment on June 
13 and 14 at the History Theatre, 30 E. 
10th St. Songs by St. Paul composers Steve 
Heitzig, Abbie Betinis and J. David Moore 
will be featured. The children’s choirs from 
Shir Tikvah, Unity Unitarian Church and 
Mayflower United Church of Christ will join 
in two of the selections. The music begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 3:30 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $18-$25, $10 for students and 
seniors. Call 651-298-1954.

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
will present garden stories for babies at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, June 6; Erin Downing and her 
book for teenagers, Juicy Gossip, at 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 6; and an origami workshop 
with Mary Holland at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
June 13. Admission is free.

“Under the Sea,” an interactive program 
for 2- and 3-year-olds, will be offered from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Thursday, June 4, at the 
Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th and 
University avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. 
Tots and their families can get a close-up 
looks at a shark’s jaw and narwhal’s tusk, 
practice swimming like a fish, listen to a story 
about life under the sea and paint a colorful 
underwater scene. Admission is $5.00, $3.00 
for students and seniors. Registration is 
required. Call 612-624-9050.

The Minnesota Historical Society will hold 
free open houses at all of its museums and 
historic sites on Sunday, June 7. Among the 
special events will be the making of mini-
ature World War II gliders at the Minne-
sota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd.; 
a screening of the film Minneapolis in 19 
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Minutes Flat with comedian Kevin Kling 
at the Mill City Museum, 704 S. 2nd St. in 
Minneapolis; period music played on the 
pipe organ at the James J. Hill, 240 Summit 
Ave.; and stories about Alexander Ramsey 
and his family during tours of their mansion 
at 265 S. Exchange St. Call 651-259-3000.
“Paw Pals,” a free storytime for children ages 
6-11, will be conducted by Catherine Roach 
and her dog Taylor on Saturday, June 6, at 
the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 
Fifteen-minute sessions are available between 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. Call 651-695-3700.
A close-up look at honeybees, their 
various jobs and the physical and behavioral 
adaptations that have made them successful 
will be offered from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Satur-
day, June 13, at the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, 17th and University avenues in 
Southeast Minneapolis. Participants may 
sample honey made by the museum’s bees. 
Admission is $5.00, $3.00 for students and 
seniors. Call 612-624-7083.

Et cetera
The St. Anthony Park Arts Festival returns 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
6, near the intersection of Como and Carter 
avenues. More than 100 artists will be 
showing and selling their works in pottery, 
fiber, painting, jewelry, sculpture and other 
media.  Hands-on activities for children, 
a magic show, live music on two stages, a 
petting zoo, pony rides, food booths, plant 
sale, used book sale and retail sidewalk sale 
will also be featured in the free event.

The new Cretin-Derham Hall community 
theater will hold auditions for its upcoming 
production of Noises Off from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. Monday, June 15, at CDH, 550 S. Albert 
St. The hilarious comedy by Michael Frayn 
tells of the on-stage and off-stage antics of a 
fifth-rate acting troupe. It will be performed 
July 24-26 and July 31-August 2. Contact 
Katie Kreitzer at 651-696-3333.

African American, and many come 
from families with low incomes and 
receive tuition assistance.

A walk through its art-festooned 
hallways can leave a visitor agog. 
The students were friendly and 
inquisitive, and all were polite in 
a manner that can be lost on most 
American students today.

“It’s a very strict school,” 
whispered Clark with a laugh. “But 
the students are given respect as well 
as being required to act respectfully.”

Clark first became interested in 
art at Visitation. “Every artist seems 
to have had that one person who 
encouraged them,” she said. “In my 
case it was Sister Jane Dechante, 
who taught art at Visitation. Sister Dechante 
kept telling me she saw talent in my work. 
She even submitted one of my paintings 
for the St. Paul Jaycees’ Best 100 Juried Art 
Exhibition, and I was chosen.”

Clark works in landscapes and portraiture, 
using mostly oils. She likes stark colors and 
bold strokes, though some are rendered in 
soft pastels as well. There is a religious aspect 
to some of her paintings—children praying 
at Mass or bantering with each other in a 
church pew. She cites as influences Edvard 
Munch, Edward Hopper and the French 
Impressionists.

“I get together and paint with my friend, 
Mary Esch,” Clark said. “She’s also been a real 
inspiration and influence on my work.”

“Amy is a very spontaneous, unapologetic 

painter,” said Esch, who has exhibited at 
the Walker Art Center. “She’s very into the 
moment and not much into editing. She’s 
wild and sweet and spiritual, sort of like an 
eccentric nun. And those are the qualities 
you find in her painting.”

With Clark’s work as a teacher and 
volunteer along with her duties as a mother, 
where does she find the time to paint? “I 
work early in the morning and late into 
the night,” she said. “I have a studio in my 
garage with an old-fashioned jukebox. But 
I wouldn’t want to stay in my studio all the 
time. I enjoy my job as a teacher too much.”

Clark’s art will remain on view through 
June 30 at the AZ Gallery, 308 Prince St. 
Gallery hours are 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Friday, 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
and by appointment. Call 651-224-3757.

character who stumbles through situations 
that expose the absurdity of Nazi laws 
regarding race.

Lisa Peschel, a doctoral candidate in 
theater at the University of Minnesota and 
a Grand Avenue resident, brought The Last 
Cyclist to the attention of the Lex-Ham 
Theater. She discovered the play while 
researching her dissertation on the cultural 
life of Theresienstadt. 

“The key to understanding this work is to 
realize that the actors at Theresienstadt were 
not trivializing their situation,” Peschel said. 
“The inmates were in a dire situation that 
they could not control, and theater was a way 
to overcome their fear of not knowing what 
was going to happen to them from one day 
to the next. Though their comedy was ironic 
and allegorical in form, it allowed Svenk and 
his actors to feel, if only for a few hours, in 
control of their situation and to make the 
Nazis look ridiculous.” 

The Last Cyclist has only been performed 
for the public once before. It had a short 
run in Prague in 1961 as part of the 40th 
anniversary celebration of the Czech 

Communist Party. The play was rewritten 
from the memory of actress Jana Sedova, 
who at the time was the only surviving 
member of the original Theresienstadt cast.

New York playwright Naomi Patz adapted 
the script for the Lex-Ham Theater. The 
current version is a play within a play, 
according to Adam Arnold, who directs the 
14-member cast.

The Last Cyclist will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 5 and 6, and 
at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, June 7, at the Czech and 
Slovak Cultural Center, 383 Michigan St.; at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 11, and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, June 14, at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave.; at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday, June 12 and 13, at Good 
Samaritan United Methodist Church, 5730 
Grove St. in Edina; and at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, June 19 and 20, at the Blank 
Slate Theatre, located in the basement of the 
First Baptist Church at 499 Wacouta St. 

Peschel and Patz will discuss “The Cultural 
Life of the Theresienstadt Ghetto” in a free 
program at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, June 4, at the 
St. Paul JCC.

Tickets for the play are $18, $12 for 
students and seniors. Call 651-222-7333.

19b  ‘the LaSt cYcLISt’
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Amy Leahy Clark and her art.  photo by brAd stAuffer
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

UST wins baseball 
title the hard way 

It should have come as no surprise that the University of 
St. Thomas baseball team stretched its spring season into 
extra innings before claiming the NCAA Division III 

championship on May 26 in Grand Chute, Wisconsin. What 
else would you expect from a team whose head coach held 
the first practice of the season in a field house at midnight on 
February 1, the earliest moment the rules allowed? 

Two days after the Tommies defeated Wooster (Ohio) 3-2 
in 12 innings to win the national title, coach Dennis Denning 
admitted he was a bit tired, but sounded as if he was ready to 
repeat the whole experience. “Most teams were already busy 
recruiting, but we were still playing,” he said. “Nothing’s more 
fun than that.”

It was St. Thomas’ second national title in Denning’s 
15-year tenure at his alma mater. This one came the hard way, 
the Tommies having to play 17 post-season games in 17 days. 
They were shut out twice in that span and were outscored 
27-1 in a ghoulish doubleheader against St. Olaf. Eight of the 
games were elimination affairs—with the MIAC, regional 
or NCAA title on the line—so the tension was ratcheted up 
several notches. 

Through it all, however, the Tommies managed to keep 
their wits about them, finding different ways and different 
people to pull games out of the fire. So when Henry Sibley 
grad Dan Leslie singled home Matt Olson with the winning 
run in the bottom of the 12th inning of the final game, 
Denning wasn’t totally surprised. “We’ve always looked for 
players who want to be in on the action with the game on the 
line,” he said. “Matt Olson was terrific during the post-season 
for us. So was Dan Leslie.”

However, even the ever-optimistic Denning admitted there 
were times when he looked at the box score after a game and 
said to his staff, “How in the world did we win this?”

For example, there was the 17-inning game against 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point that opened up the regional 
weekend in Oshkosh. St. Thomas managed just six hits in 
55 at bats—a less than crisp .109 team batting average. The 
Tommies’ best pitcher, Matt Schuld, threw 12 innings before 
giving way to Kris Edwards, who had only worked six innings 
all season. But Edwards tossed five scoreless frames, keeping 
his team afloat until Taylor Rahm, who didn’t even enter the 
elongated affair until the 14th inning, homered to end the 
game. 

“We have all sorts of expectations of our players,” Denning 
said. “One of them is that they keep battling to find a way to 
win. That’s what we did in that game.”

St. Olaf was in that same regional and beat the Tommies 
two days later. But it takes two losses to go home and St. 
Thomas bounced back to defeat Stevens Point a second time 
and turn the tables on the Oles to move to the region title 
game. With the season on the line, Denning gave the ball to 
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By Bill Wagner

Talk about cutting it close. Min-
nehaha Academy earned its first 
trip to the Class AA state softball 

tournament with a 4-3 victory over St. 
Anthony on a drizzly afternoon at Ham-
line University on May 27. But it was the 
way the Redhawks did it that was nerve-
racking for their fans.

Minnehaha, seeded second in Section 
4AA, entered the championship round 
needing only a single win over St. An-
thony to clinch a state tourney berth. 
At first, it looked as if the Redhawks 
would get the win easily. They jumped 
to a quick 2-0 lead in the first inning on 
sophomore Sarah Winter’s tape-mea-
sure, two-run homer. Minnehaha had 
other chances in that first game, includ-
ing two players in scoring position with 
no one out in the fourth inning. How-
ever, the Redhawks failed to score each 
time. 

Senior ace Emily Engdahl was the los-
ing pitcher after St. Anthony rallied from 
behind on Elaina Hamann’s three-run 
triple in the fifth. Engdahl gave up only 
six hits, but was done in by five errors by 
the Redhawks in the 6-4 loss.

In the second game, Minnehaha had 
to sweat it out right to the end. The last 
out was recorded on a rundown between 
third and home, and the Redhawks fi-
nally had their hard-earned victory.

Senior Liz Mrozek, who usually plays 

shortstop, took the mound for Game 2, 
and answered the call with a three-hit-
ter. Mrozek, who was 3-1 on the year as a 
pitcher, benefitted from some much-im-
proved Minnehaha defense as the Red-
hawks made only two miscues.

Minnehaha’s margin of victory can 
be traced to the third inning against the 
Huskies’ Jyll Tusa, who pitched both 
ends of the doubleheader. In that frame, 
senior Sarah Lucht started things off with 
a walk. Senior AnnaMarie Martino’s sin-
gle put runners at first and second. The 
runners moved up on a wild pitch, and 
then Engdahl executed a suicide squeeze 
bunt before an error and Winter’s single 
finished off the three-run splurge. The 
Huskies threatened to tie it or go ahead 
in the seventh inning, but Mrozek and 
her mates kept their composure.

Minnehaha coach Mike DiNardo was 
pleased with the way his team reacted to 
the early adversity. “It was a rough start 
for us today,” he said, “but we battled 
through it. This team has done that all 
year. We’ve always been able to regroup 
when we had to.”

DiNardo saw some items of concern 
after Game 1 and with a few between-
game words, basically told his athletes to 
relax and enjoy themselves. “Our defense 
broke down,” he said. “St. Anthony is a 
good team that puts a lot of pressure on 
its opponents. They put the ball in play 
any way they can, whether it’s by driving 
the ball or slapping and bunting. But we 

didn’t help ourselves when our defense 
didn’t get the job done. I thought Emily 
pitched well enough to win. Our defense 
played much better in the second game, 
and Liz came through for us.”

The Redhawks’ journey through the 
section playoffs was fraught with dan-
ger. Conference rival Visitation, which 
had beaten Minnehaha during the regu-
lar season, loomed as the No. 1 seed. The 
Redhawks breezed past Edison 17-0, 
DeLaSalle 17-5 and Blake 9-0 in the first 
three rounds to set up a rematch against 
Visitation. This time, Minnehaha had 
the Blazers’ number, topping them 4-1 
to advance to the title game without a 
playoff loss. 

Visitation, which had defeated St. 
Anthony 10-9 in the third round of sec-
tions, lost a chance to face Minnehaha 
again when it fell to the Huskies 14-3 in 
the losers’ bracket final.

“You never know what’s going to hap-
pen in the playoffs,” DiNardo said. “Our 
girls responded. Now we’re looking for-
ward to state.”

Minnehaha (21-5) will open the two-
day state tournament against Mound-
Westonka (18-7) at 1:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 4, at Caswell Park in North  
Mankato.  

The Redhawks head to state with the 
knowledge that Mrozek can back up 
Engdahl on the mound. And they both 
swing good bats out of the Nos. 1 and 2 
spots in the order, respectively.

Senior 
Emily 
Engdahl 
slides 
home 
safely, 
knot-
ting the 
score at 
3-3 as 
her Red-
hawks 
squared 
off with 
St. An-
thony in 
the first 
of two 
games 
for the 
Section 
4AA title 
on May 
27. Photo 

by bRAd 

StAuffER

Redhawks run down state softball berth
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Leslie, whose last pitching performance had been two years 
ago. 

“He was very good for us for two seasons, but then hurt his 
arm,” Denning said. “So we moved him to third base. You do 
long throws from there and his arm slowly got better. But we 
were just trying to patch things together at that point.”

It was one heckuva patch job. Leslie, a senior, threw a walk-
free, seven-hit shutout in a 5-0 decision that sent the team to 
the national tournament. “I knew he’d throw strikes, but the 
interesting thing was he got better and stronger as the game 
went on,” Denning said. “Frankly, if he’d given us just three or 
four good innings, I would’ve been pleased.”

A week later, the Tommies were back in Wisconsin, ready 
for more baseball. After a pair of wins, Leslie returned to the 
mound against Wooster. He pitched fine, giving up three 
runs on nine hits in seven innings, but his teammates were 
unhelpful at the plate, and the game ended in a 3-0 loss.

Thus, the Tommies were in a familiar place—having to win 
or see their season crash and burn. They won one game, then 
needed to defeat Wooster twice to come home happy.

In the first game, against Wooster, it was 4-4 when the 
Tommies came to bat in the top of the ninth inning. Eight 
batters came to the plate and only one of them got the ball out 
of the infield. There were two hits, a sacrifice bunt, a batter hit 
by a pitch and two errors, but it all added up to a pair of runs 
and a 6-4 win.

All that led to the final game that, had it occurred in a 
World Series with marquee players, would be discussed for 
years to come. It was 2-2 after six innings and it stayed that 
way until Olson led off the 12th with a single, was bunted to 

second base and rolled home when Leslie singled to left. It 
was a simple, efficient way to win a game, but Denning has 
always been about playing the game as simply as possible.

“A lot of games are lost when you give things away,” he said. 
“We did a lot of little things well at the end of the season. We 
led the country in defense last year and did so again this year. 
We only made two errors in the World Series games. Two 
of those came after a guy had made a great stop and then 
hurried a throw, so I couldn’t be too upset. One of the things 
I liked the best about the season was that when something 
did go wrong, we didn’t make excuses. We simply got up and 
went back at it again.”

Whether any of the players will move on to the pros 
following graduation is a question for smarter minds. As is 
always the case at Division III championship affairs, there 
were a few scouts around looking for talent. But Denning, 
who played in the minor leagues in the 1960s, doesn’t 
generally concern himself with such matters. He is more 
interested in making sure his players are ready for the games 
and the challenges immediately in front of them—on and off 
the field. 

“The great thing about sports is that it teaches you there 
will be speed bumps along the way,” he said. “It’s how you 
handle them that counts.”

The season that started so early had ended so well because 
of that ability and something else that isn’t always easy to find. 
“Some teams get tired early in the season,” Denning said. “We 
don’t have kids who do that.”

Now that the season is over, Denning is allowing himself a 
little down time. The demands of the media and well-wishers, 
however, were keeping him busy last week. 

“We got back from Wisconsin about 2:30 a.m. the other 

day. I got to bed at 3:30. I was here (at McCarthy Gym) at 
9:00 a.m. to talk to media people and answer congratulatory 
e-mails,” he said. “It’s a nice problem to have.”

No three-peat for Spartans
St. Paul Academy will not get a chance to make it three 

champions in a row in Class A boys’ tennis. The Spartans fell 
to conference rival Blake 4-3 in the Section 4A final on May 
27 at home. The news wasn’t all bad, however. Sophomore 
John Hill qualified for the singles tournament and the 
doubles tandem of junior Harry Whitaker and senior Dillon 
Titcomb also made it through to the state tournament that 
will be held June 2-5.

Prep coaching opportunities
A high school athletic director’s work never seems to get 

done. Visitation School is looking for a tennis coach for the 
fall season that starts in August. Contact athletic director 
Mike Brill at 651-683-1737 if interested. The Blazers were 18-
8 last season and advanced to the Section 3AA finals before 
losing to Simley.

Highland Park is looking for an assistant girls’ soccer 
coach. The application deadline is July 1. Call athletic director 
John Heller at 651-293-8868. 

Arlington High School is searching for a new head boys’ 
basketball coach. The deadline to apply is June 5. Athletic 
director Nancy Galligan is at 651-487-7304.

 
(Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.)
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A Josh Kadrie-Maloney benefit golf tournament will be held 
on Saturday, June 20, at the Highland National Golf Course. 
Kadrie died from metastatic melanoma cancer on June 12, 
2008, and one of his last wishes was to help find a cure for 
melanoma. The tournament will begin with a shotgun start at 
8:00 a.m. The cost is $80 per person and $20 per team for skins 
games. The deadline is June 13. Reservations, e-mail Kathy 
Maloney at stitchabove@comcast.net or make checks to Josh 
Kadrie Cancer Fundraiser and mail to: Kathy Maloney, 2060 
Charlton Street #113, West St. Paul, MN, 55118. A celebration 
of Kadrie’s life will follow at 2:00 .m. at Shamrocks, 995 W. 7th 
St. A $10.00 donation will be asked at the door. There will be 
food, drinks, prizes, raffles and a silent auction. 

The Minnesota Bicycle Festival will be held from Wednes-
day through Sunday, June 10-14. The festival will feature the 
Nature Valley Grand Prix, which is the top-ranked women’s 
and second-ranked men’s professional bicycling race in the 
country. The staged race will open with a time trial at 8:30 a.m. 
beginning under the High Bridge in St. Paul and then travel-
ing through Lilydale Park before ending with a brutal climb 
to the top of the High Bridge. The winner will wear the cov-
eted yellow jersey as the race continues that evening through 
downtown St. Paul. The race will resume in Cannon Falls on 

Thursday, Minneapolis on Friday, Mankato on Saturday and 
Stillwater on Sunday. Spectators are being encouraged to ride 
their bikes to all race and bike corrals will be available at all 
sites for them. Spectator activities, including the Wheaties Fan 
Zone, musical entertainment and bike and fitness expos, will 
also be offered at all five race locations. Free races for children 
12 and younger will take place between the women’s and men’s 
races at each stage this year. Visit www.minnbikefestival.com.

Logan Marks, a Mendota Heights resident and senior at St. 
Thomas Academy, will play for the All-Metro team in the 36th 
annual Minnesota High School All-Star Football Game on Sat-
urday, June 27, at St. Cloud State University. Marks caught 16 
passes for 250 yards and four touchdowns last fall as the start-
ing tight end for the Cadets. He also played defensive end.

The 2009 Freedom Cup, an International Gymnastics Fed-
eration World Cup event, will be held from July 10-12 in Roy 
Wilkins Auditorium. More than 200 gymnasts from around 
the world will compete in the event. The U.S. Acrobatic Gym-
nastics Junior Olympic National Championships will also be 
held from July 12-16 in conjunction with the Freedom Cup. 
Tickets for the Freedom Cup are $50 for an all-session package 
or $15-$25 per day and are available at the Xcel Box Office and 
Ticketmaster locations, or may be charged at 1-800-745-3000 

or www.ticketmaster.com. Tickets for the Junior Olympic Na-
tional Championships will be available on site. Visit www.usa-
gymnastics.org.

A free outdoor practice session of T’ai Chi Chih will be led 
by accredited teachers at 9:00 a.m. every Tuesday in June, July 
and August at Hidden Falls Regional Park. Call Carol Mocko-
vak at 612-729-9040 or Vanjie Bratt at 612-724-1871.

The Highland Park Aquatic Center and Phalen Park beach 
will be open from noon to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 6-7, and will be open daily beginning June 10. The indoor 
pool at the Great River Water Park, 270 N. Lexington Pkwy., is 
open year-round. The Como Pool is closed for the 2009 sea-
son. All of the city’s pools offer free admission when the tem-
perature climbs over 100 degrees. Visit www.stpaul.gov/parks.

The Mississippi River Challenge will be held on Saturday and 
Sunday, July 25-26. The challenge is a one- or two-day canoe 
or kayak event on the Twin Cities stretch of the Mississippi 
River. Participants will be able to paddle through three locks, 
camp at Fort Snelling, enjoy live music and good food, and 
learn about the history, ecology and culture of the river. All of 
the amenities, shuttles and support are covered in one registra-
tion fee. Visit www.mississippiriverchallenge.org.

Sports Shorts



WEDNESDAY, juNE 3, 2009  VILLAGER pAGE 25

Picnic in the park?  
Remember to recycle

You can recycle more than you think.  At Ramsey 
County parks, it’s easier than ever! On your next park 
visit, take a moment to notice the new can & bottle
recycling bins with the bright blue tops.  They’re hard 
to miss and easy to use.

Learn more at RethinkRecycling.com.  
For questions about park recycling bins, 
call Ramsey County Parks & Recreation 
at (651) 748-2500.

Minnehaha Academy catcher Al Johnson couldn’t get his hand on a foul ball as the Red-
hawks struggled against St. Anthony on May 28. Photo by bRAd StAuffeR

By Bill Wagner

If seedings were dropped for the section 
baseball playoffs, that would probably be 
just fine with Minnehaha Academy. Last 

year, the Redhawks were seeded No. 1 in Sec-
tion 4AA, only to succumb to St. Anthony 
twice in the championship and fail to gain a 
berth at state.

That ended the Redhawks’ season, along 
with the team’s hopes for a storybook sendoff 
for now retired coach David Glenn.

This year, Minnehaha was again the top 
seed heading into sections, but lost to St. 
Anthony 5-1 on May 28. The Redhawks will 
have to climb back through the losers’ bracket 
if they want a rematch with the Huskies for a 
chance to make the school’s first trip to state.

Everything was going as planned when the 
playoffs begin on May 21. The Redhawks, 
who boast good pitching depth and a talented 
but young lineup, defeated Minneapolis Edi-
son 10-4, St. Paul Academy 11-1 and Johnson 
7-0. Blanking the Governors was particularly 
impressive, with Redhawk junior catcher Al 
Johnson collecting three hits and sophomore 
hurler Tim Krahn posting the victory to im-
prove his season record to 8-2.

That set the stage for the battle against St. 
Anthony. The Hawks had little trouble with 
the Huskies during the regular season, besting 
them 11-2 in late April. But this time it was 
No. 2-seed St. Anthony’s turn, led by Husky 
pitcher Nicho Roessler’s 12-strikeout perfor-
mance. Minnehaha senior ace Alex Bruneau 
was not really hit that hard. But St. Anthony  
opportunistically bunched its hits together, 
and that proved to be the difference.

Bruneau, who pitched six good innings be-
fore giving way to sophomore Matt Pryor in 
the seventh, had to leave the game when he 
was hit in the pitching hand while taking a 
turn at bat.

The Redhawks approached the St. Anthony 
game with optimism following a great regular 
season. For much of the year, the club’s team 
batting average was just a shade under .340. 
Meanwhile, the team’s pitching, with Bruneau 

and Krahn leading the starters, looked to be 
invincible. But Minnehaha could manage 
only four hits against Roessler, who is only a 
sophomore, and never seriously threatened 
the defending state champions. 

“You have to give the kid (Roessler) credit,” 
said Minnehaha co-coach Josh Thurow. “He 
really threw hard. We beat him earlier in the 
year, but he got it done today.”

This was a little different St. Anthony team 
from the one that started off the year a tep-
id 6-7 and lost to the Redhawks so badly in 
mid-season. The Huskies are now riding an 
11-game winning streak, and it will require a 
good team playing its very best to oust them 
from state.

Even though the Redhawks made it hard on 
themselves with the defeat, Thurow wanted 
his charges to keep their chins up. “We have 
as good a shot (at state) as we’ve ever had,” he 
said. “We just need three great games. That 
(defeat) was a bummer, and the kids are very 
disappointed. They got those two quick runs 
on us, and we were in a chase mode the rest of 
the way. But we have to put it behind us and 
get ready to play again.’’

Minnehaha (18-6) was scheduled to play 
DeLaSalle at 4:30 p.m. Monday, June 1, as 
this issue went to press. The winner will face 
St. Anthony for the section title at 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, June 4, at Midway Stadium. Only 
this time, if the Redhawks pull through, they 
will be the ones having to defeat the Huskies 
twice in order to make it to state.

Thurow noted that Bruneau’s hand was still 
a little swollen, and said he was planning to go 
with Krahn as his starter in the Monday game. 
He was hoping for Bruneau to be ready again 
if the team survives to play St. Anthony. Initial 
reports were that the pitcher was expected to 
mend on time.

Last year, Minnehaha knew there was plen-
ty of talent on the team, but there were con-
cerns about the team’s youth. This season, the 
hopes were a mite higher. Last year’s players 
had gained playoff experience. Even so, the 
Redhawks start six juniors, two sophomores 
and just one senior. 

Top-ranked Minnehaha faces 
uphill battle in section playoffs 
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home improvementS

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restoration. 
Structural and moisture problems 
solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bath-
room/kitchen remodeling. 612- 
275-9815.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

I N T E R I O R  C A R P E N T RY, 
Complete carpentry service. 50 
years' experience and door prob-
lems. Call Dave, 612-282-5431, 
Nice Finish Construction

COLOR ADVICE interior/exterior 
painting/remodeling. Paint dis-
counts.  Beth, 651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. BBB. 612-
702-0761.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

RIVER CITY HARDWOODS. 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

home improvementS

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. New 
Additions, Decks, Fences, Porches. 
Reasonable rates. Personal, pro-
fessional, proficient. Free estimates. 
"Building Brocks", 651-285-3237.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install, refin-
ish, repair. Estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 763-444-9048.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

home improvementS

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Ceramic tile. Decks. Porches. 
Framing. Exterior drain tile systems. 
R e a s o n a b l e  r a t e s .  F r e e  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR paint-
i n g / r e p a i r. Wo o d  f ra m e s /
stucco, power washing. Quality 
workmanship. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR paint-
ing, wallpaper removal; average 
3 rooms, $250; average garage, 
$250. Jim, 651-698-0840.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

WAnteD to BUY

PAYING "TOP CASH" for older cos-
tume jewelry. Call Marianne, 612-
729-3110.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PAT E S  RO O F I N G . F i n e s t  
in residential roofing. Local  
references. Licensed. Insured. 
Member BBB. 651-690-3956. www.
patesroofing.com.

reAl eStAte/lAnD

MICHAEL SHIELDS. Licensed to 
Appraise & Sell. Highland Realty. 
651-690-3018.

LUXURY LIVING. MUST SEE! 
Highland area home. 5 bdrms., 6 
baths, 3 fireplaces. Lovely views, 
landscaped yard on one half 
acre. By owner; no agents. 612- 
581-9567.

NO "MAYBE" about selling your 
property! Call Highland Realty. 651-
699-5228.

SWAP! We are looking to downsize 
by swapping or buying a smaller 
home in SW St. Paul (2500 +/-, up-
dated). Our house is approx. 4000 
sq. ft., 4 BR, 4 baths, first floor FR, 
LR, & DR, A/C and more. Recently 
remodeled, sits on a rare private 
lot, walk to the river. If you are seri-
ously interested, contact us. email: 
SWAP@att.net or 612-940-2988. 
NO realtors please. 

COMING SOON. 2 bedrooms, fire-
place, garage. $94,700. Highland 
Realty, 651-699-5228.

WAnteD to BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

TOP CASH PAID! Older Furniture 
and Misc. Items Wanted. 651- 
227-2469. 

OLD '50's-'60's Stereo Equipment 
wanted; need not work; Andy, 651-
329-0515.

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques, 
Furniture, Jewelry, Sterling Silver, 
Hunting & Fishing Items; 651- 
387-8780.

For SAle

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

STEEL BUILDINGS. Recession 
discount avail. 30 x 40-105x105. 
Call for deal, avail. limited. www.
scg-grp.com Source #19Z. Phone 
651-967-7350.

PIANO STEINWAY Professional 
Upright Model 1098 Ebony Satin. 
Exc. condition, built in humidifier 
system. Personally autographed 
by John Steinway. Must see & play! 
$10,500. 651-338-8355.

gArAge/eStAte SAleS

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 9-1, 247 
Finn St. So. Furniture, patio table 
& chairs, IKEA table, household 
items, baby clothes. All in excellent 
condition.

635 MT. CURVE Blvd. June 4-6, 
(8-3), baby jogger, trail-a-bike, toys, 
table, rugs. 

MOVING SALE. June 6, 8:30 a.m. 
Furniture, art, household, qual-
ity kids gear/toys/clothing, home 
staging items. The more we sell, 
the less we move! See Craig's List 
posting for 1697 Hague Ave.

BicYcle SAleS/Service

ADVERTISE YOUR BICYCLE 
BUSINESS HERE!

reAl eStAte/lAnD

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

BANK OWNED, Fixer Uppers. 
Free List with pics. Re/Max Realty 
100. www.VillagerAreaForeclosure 
List.com. 

Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

FIRST TIME HOME BUYER TELE-SEMINAR
Intro To Home Buying including data on $8,000. government 
incentive expiring 11/30/09, check www.stpaul-girl.com for 
schedule, Lynn Ritter, RE/MAX Results,  “I        First 
Time Home Buyers”  612-599-0846

Y

A-1 Vacuum Cleaner Co.
— Since 1952 —

Sales, Service & Supplies
     666 University Ave. at Dale  651-222-6316

a-1vacuum.com

Classifieds

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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Lic. #20155317

PATES
     Serving the Community and
       Metro area over 25 Years BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

15.60
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25.20

00.00

12.00 minimum

16.80

21.60

26.40

00.00

13.20

18.00

22.80

27.60

00.00

14.40

19.20

24.00

28.80

00.00   Classified ads are $1.20 a word, $12.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
   credit card. Please email, fax or deliver your ad to:  wantads@myvillager.com, 651-699-6501, 757 Snelling  
   Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116.
   To charge your ad, please complete:    Discover             Visa            MasterCard
   Card #  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___    Expiration Date ___  ___  -  ___  ___
   Signature___________________________________________________________  Phone__________________________ 

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

 For Sale
 antiques
 garage/Moving/Misc.
 autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
  Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
 professional Services
 �Special Services
 personal Services
 House/pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/embroidery
 photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care  
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 garage/Storage�
 Wanted to Rent
  Roommates
  Vacation
 personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: June 17        Deadline: June 10
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Service Directory
Home Services

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. Lic. #20581059. Troy's 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

*HOUSE REPAIRS*
Visit: www.jimshouserepair.com. 
651-485-5966. Insured. Since 1981. 
References available. 

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

ROTTEN WOOD? Window 
sills, casings, exterior wood trim  
repaired or replaced. Harmsen & 
Oberg Construction. Gary, 651- 
698-3156.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/ 
gutter cleaning. Chandeliers. 11 
years' experience. Insured, refer-
ences, free estimates. Jeremy, 
SkyBlue Windows, 651-503-0996.

GUTTER CLEANING: www.dean 
bjorkstrand.com. Dean Bjorkstrand, 
Inc. 25 years' experience. Insured. 
612-861-3919.

WINDOW CLEANING: www. 
deanbjorkstrand.com. Dean 
Bjorkstrand, Inc. Experienced. 
Insured. 612-861-3919.

GUTTER CLEANING. It's that time 
of year again! Protect your roof and 
have your gutters cleaned today. 
Call Ryan, 651-690-3956.

SKILLED  HANDYMAN. Repairs 
and new projects. Trustworthy, rea-
sonable rates. 651-492-0899.

WINDOW REPAIR. Sash cords. 
High-efficiency storm windows. 
mnwindowrestoration.com. 612-
454-5921.

G U T T E R  C L E A N I N G  a n d 
GUTTER SCREENING. Since 
1990. Call Mike, 651-646-4000.

CHUCK THE Handyman! Car
pentry, kitchens, baths, tile & paint. 
Free estimates. No job too small. 
651-246-6390.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

home improvementS

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block; 25 years' experience. 
Small jobs ok. Free estimates. 
Insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651-442-
9748.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair. 
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys, 
walls, steps. Restoration quality 
work. Problem solving; cost ef-
fective solutions. Free estimates. 
Insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Professional Quality at 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623, 
Paul. 

PAINTING Interior & Exterior. 
Includes powerwashing. Highland 
references. Experienced & reason-
able. Butch BOS 651-308-3410.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING; bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti-
mates; John, 651-808-4055.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Chimney, 
brick repair. Basement floors, 
wall repair. Driveways, walkways, 
steps, patios, retaining walls. 612- 
321-0842.

CONCRETE WORK: Steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

T & D ASPHALT. Repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, seal coating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimates. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional experience! 
Martin, 612-729-2487.

ENDURANCE HARDWOOD 
Flooring, LLC. Summer floor sand-
ing special, $2.05 per square foot, 
3 coats finish. Free estimates. 651-
332-4202.

ROOFING, ALL types. Also, sid-
ing, windows, decks, carpentry. 20 
years' experience. Licensed and 
Insured. Brad Hanson Construction 
Services, LLC. 612-978-4499.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

CIRCLE SERVICES, Inc. Custom 
built decks. Room additions. 
Concrete walks. Stamped patios. 
Landscaping. Father and son. 
Licensed. Insured. 651-730-4124.

WOOD REFINISHING. Exterior 
doors/interior woodwork and trim. 
Quality, reliable, local. 30 years' ex-
perience. Pat's Wood Restoration. 
651-646-2633.

CONCRETE & LANDSCAPING. 
URBAN CONCRETE. Driveways, 
Patios, Steps, Aprons, Stamped & 
Colored Concrete, Retaining Walls, 
Brick Fronts, Stonework, Pools & 
Decks. FREE ESTIMATE. Jim, 651-
788-0660.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. Move in/
outs. 15 years' experience. Insured, 
reliable, friendly. Husband/Wife 
Team. Jennifer, 651-206-7476. 

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, fine 
furniture & cabinetry, painting, tile, 
plaster, minor plumbing/electrical; 
30 years; insured; 651-699-7077.

TUCKPOINTING, CHIMNEYS, 
walls, foundation, steps, stucco re-
pair, basement repairs; 30 years' 
experience; Curt, 651-698-4743.

Home Services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

 “Every time I run an ad in the 
Villager, I really clean up. 
Sometimes, three stories up.”

                      
                      Dan Corley, Owner

                     DC Gutter Filter

“With all the trees around St. Paul, you’d think advertising 
in the daily paper would have my phone ringing o�  the 
hook. Nope. Guess my ad got lost in the clutter. I tried 
other local papers and got zip. But my Villager ads get 
results!  Maybe because it gets delivered to every single 
house in the market. Or maybe Villager readers are just 
di� erent. � ey really trust their paper. And being in it 
gives you a kind of seal of approval. Or maybe they just 
hate cleaning leaves out of their gutters.”

Call 651.699.1462 and put 
your marketing dollars in 

the right place.
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Low Spring Rates!
BC-20617310

Over 30 Years Experience
 • Driveways • Overlays • Patios
 • Steps • Exposed • Brick
 • Walks • Colored • Stone
 • Floors • Stamped 

Call us for ALL your
concrete needs 651.755.6152

• Licensed
• Insured

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
EstimatesSABO ELECTRIC

Residential-Renovation
Specialist

Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

Since 1883

Restoration Specialists
688 Hague                         651-292-0124

Plumbing and Heating Co.

Continued page 28
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LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY'S LAWN AND LAND-
SCAPING. In business for over 
25 years. Family owned and lo-
cally operated. Quality work and 
competitive rates. Commercial/
Residential. Landscaping services 
include grading, sodding, decora-
tive rock & wood mulch gardens. 
Retaining walls, patios, sidewalks 
& driveways. Weekly lawn cut-
ting, weed & feed. Free estimates. 
Licensed. Insured. References 
available upon request. www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com; 
email: phminc@frontiernet.net.

THE BEST landscaping services, 
free estimates, design, tree/shrub 
& plant knowledge and installa-
tion, grading, sodding, beds & gar-
dens, paver patios/walks/drives, 
Versa-Lok retaining walls & ponds.  
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping, 651- 
227-2584; bluhmbrothers.com.

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Sea-
sonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Gutter cleaning/
repair; dethatching, tree/bush ser-
vice; 651-699-2832. Insured.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John 
612-328-6893.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. Land-
scaping. Year-round maintenance 
services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Residential, Commercial. 
Mowing, lawn edging, hedge trim-
ming. Pet waste removal. Chris, B: 
651-757-6339; H: 651-690-2427.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanups, bushes, trees, gutters. 
651-690-5227.

*LAWN MOWING*
Residential. Reasonable rates. Call 
Mark, 612-382-3047.

*$100 MONTHLY CONTRACTS*
Full service lawn care. Exper-
ienced, reliable; Jeff, cell 651- 
276-4396.

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Spring 
cleanups. Weekly lawn. Edging, 
hedging & more. Tree trimming/
stump removal. Reasonable. Now 
taking new contracts. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

SORENSEN LAWN Care. 21 
years serving St. Paul. Mowing, 
Fertilization/Weed Control, Aeration, 
Spring and Fall Cleanups. Call Jeff 
for a free estimate. 651-695-1230. 
www.SorensenLawnCare.com.

*BEAGLE LANDSCAPING LLC*
Residential/Commercial. Mowing 
contracts, rock/mulch, sod/seed, 
planting/trimming;  651-775-2035.

LANDSCAPING: www.dean 
bjorkstrand.com. Dean Bjorkstrand, 
Inc. Design & installation;  25 years' 
experience; Master Gardener, MN 
Horticulture Society. Insured. 612-
861-3919.

HomE SErviCES

FURNITURE REFINISHING. Fur-
niture repair, stripping & refinishing. 
Quality work, 32 years in business. 
Oak Plus, 612-724-5151.

*GO-JUNK*
Junk removal service. 1-877- 
446-5865. We haul it all!

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

CHIMNEY REPAIR/Cleaning; fire-
place work; furnace/duct cleaning. 
Master Chimney Sweep. Tom, 651-
263-2108.

BRODY PROFESSIONAL Res-
idential gutter cleaning/downspout 
flushing/cleanup. Chimney cleaning 
from $69. Fully insured, references. 
612-823-8291.

HouSECLEANiNg

HOUSECLEANING, specializing in 
one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

MB GOES GREEN! MB’s Clean-
ing Service, Feng Shui, clutter 
control. 15 years' experience. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House-
cleaning. St. Paul. Honest, reli 
able, excellent references; 651- 
293-1273.

SPARKLE & SHINE. General 
Housekeeper, 20 years' experi-
ence. Reasonable rates. 651- 
307-2656, Gaby.

HOUSEKEEPING, $15/hour ; 
cleaning, organizing, laundry,  
ironing, yard work, gardening; 651-
558-8520.

REASONABLE PRICES, good ref-
erences, detailed and organized; 
10 years of experience. Call Maria, 
651-245-9027.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Services. Residential/Commercial. 
Fami ly  owned. Weekly,  b i -
weekly, one time spring cleaning. 
References. Licensed/Insured. 
651-730-4124.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments, fast, reliable; 
or one-time; 651-659-9695; 651-
792-6953.

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. Move in/
outs. 15 years' experience. Insured, 
reliable, friendly. Husband/Wife 
Team. Jennifer, 651-206-7476. 

WE ARE Housecleaning Junkies! 
It's all in the details and we aim 
to please. Excellent references. 
Absolute Cleaning, 651-488-7049.

COME HOME to a clean house. 
Years of reliable experience. 
Excellent references. Kelly, 651-
224-0122.

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

Service Directory

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 25 years

Demolition &
       Excavating
R.C. Concrete

– Since 1975 –

House & Yard Clean-up
Dumpsters Available

651-771-2386

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

(651) 486-0000
or

greatgaragedoor.com

• Same Day Service

• New Doors in a 
Week

• Family Owned 
Since 1982

• Consumer Award 
Winner

• FREE ESTIMATES

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Full Service Electrical Contractor
	 • FREE Estimates	 • Service Upgrades
	 • Home Electrical Maintenance	 • Home Lighting

		and Inspections	 		Conversions
	 • Generator Backup Systems	 • Surge Protection

Serving the community since 1965
Give us a call today or visit our website

Member:
Minnesota Electrical Association                       American Solar Energy
ABC-Associated Builders & Contractors         Longfellow Business Assocation

4165 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota
Ph: 612-724-9500             Fax: 612-729-8549

www.nelsonelectricinc.com

Gardens & interiors
for historic homes

651-695-0297
heritagedes.com

KEITH’S
PLASTER
REPAIR

‘‘Plaster Repair Experts”
• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage

•Basement Foundation Walls
SINCE 1971 651-636-7098
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Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

Landscape 
suppLies

kernlandscaping.com
We Deliver All Products
• Mulches  • Compost

• Top Soil  • Sand
• Decorative Rock

We accept sod & soil, stumps, brush and yard waste.
Pierce Butler & 915 No.Albert

(3 blocks east of Snelling) 651646-1553
M-F 8aM – 5:30pM • Sat 9aM – 4pM

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Roger’s Tree Service
         Serving Highland-MacGroveland Since1974

• Trimming • Removals • Stumps
ASh TReATmenTS Certified Arborist
Licensed ♦  Insured ♦  Free Estimates       Cell: (612) 414-9241

 (651) 699-7022    www.rogertree.com

Continued

Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Hamland Construction Co.
 651-319-3515 Licensed

Bonded • Insured
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LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

EXTERIOR DRAIN Tile Systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

BOECKMAN'S LAWN/Snow 
Service. Serving area over 20 
years. Family owned/operated. 
Weekly lawn cutting. Reason-
able rates. 651-699-2843; 651- 
695-9566.

STONE RETAINING walls, new or 
repair. Free estimate. 25 years serv-
ing Highland & Crocus. Insured. 
651-442-9748.

GARDEN CLEAN-UP. The Garden 
Lady. Gardening, Rain Gardens, 
Landscaping. Since 1998. Kathy 
Mellin Grubbs. (The only grubbs 
you DO want in your garden!) 651-
260-7885.

ROGER'S TREE Service. Caring 
for trees & shrubs in Highland, 
Summit, Crocus neighborhoods 
since 1974. Trimming/removals. 
Ash treatment. Certified Arborist. 
Licensed. Insured. Roger Gatz, 651- 
699-7022.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Yard Work, 
Brush Removal, Hedge Trimming, 
Tilling, Mowing, Edging. No job too 
small. Call Tom, 651-341-8353.

LANDSCAPE DESIGNS: Special-
izing in creating outdoor patio and 
living spaces. I can coordinate the 
installation or you install at your 
own pace. Designing for St. Paul 
and surrounding areas for 16 years. 
Mark McGough @ 651-276-2049.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

DIRTFLOWER GARDEN Ser-
vices: Design, coaching, mainte-
nance and more. Professional 
Horticulturist. Licensed. Insured. 
651-260-4699; www.dirtflower.
com.

SIGNATURE LAWN & Landscap-
ing. Reliable, professional lawn 
service. We provide full residen-
tial/commercial service. Mowing, 
aerating, fertilizing, landscaping, 
weed control & more. Call Chris for 
your spring/fall cleanup today. 651-
775-0856 or cmsignaturelawns@
aol.com.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serv- 
ing the area for over 20 years.  
Family owned & operated. (h) 651-
699-9315; (c) 651-442-1325. 

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, sod, 
dirt. General hauling/excavating. 
Fence removal. Pressure washing. 
Tree trimming/removal. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. Accept credit 
cards. References. Loren, 651- 
208-6346.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient; 
Dean, 651-298-0781.

EXCELLENT LAWN service.  
Since 1981. Thorough cleanup, bag 
clippings; Bob, 651-450-0603.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS. Reliable 
lawn mowing, blowing and trim-
ming; call Andrew, 651-645-3940.

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Residential Repairs/Replacements/Installations

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

Furniture. Cabinets.
Repairs.

Careful. Precise
Cabinetmaker for 19 years.
Kerry Hogan, 651-578-6909
IBlameMyTools@pressenter.com

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
Sanding         Install
Refinishing    Repair

Dustless Recoating

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

33 years experience

 651-341-8728
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

Residential/Commercial
• Remodels

	 • Additions
	 • Repairs
	 • Upgrades
• Data/Phone/Cable

Licensed/Insured

651-224-2585

LAUghLIn
eLeCtRIC

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry, LLC
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates   ■ 30 yrs. Exp.   ■ Excavation Available
612-729-1298

www.sandeenconcrete.com

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

Right Where You Live™

Everyone loves 
cheapskates.

And cheapbikes.
And cheapclothes.
And cheapbooks.

And cheapfurniture.
And cheaplawnmowers.

Having a garage sale this spring? 
Let the Villager Classifieds help sell 
your unwanted household items. 
Starting at $12.00, it’s a cheapad at 
.02 cents per copy.

651-699-1462 wantads@myvillager.com

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

I
Build

GARAGES
OVER 1,000 SINCE 1981

REMODELING ROOFING SIDING

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack Custom Wood

     Mantels Nooks
     Moldings Shelves
     Cabinets Covers
     Built-ins Panels

Window Seats
Firewood Boxes

Etcetera
Create  /  Restore

Paul  612-724-9167

BOB BRERETON
651-690-5964

Cell: 651-775-7982
MN License #20215516

www.homecustomizers.com

BAY & BOW WINDOWS • DECKS & PORCHES • PATIO DOORS
KITCHENS • ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS
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Service Directory
Sewing/embroidery

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL, LOCAL Seam-
stress, highly skilled, 12 years' 
experience. References. Kim, 651-
233-0075.

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations 
& Custom Sewing. Weddings, 
Custom Suits, Tailored Shirts, 
Monograms and much more. 925 
Selby Ave. 651-646-2117.

catering

GRADUATIONS, WEDDINGS, 
SUMMER PARTIES & MORE! 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE!

entertainment/muSic

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

PHotograPHy/Video

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651-698-9604 or  
e-mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

muSic inStruction

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. Suzuki; 
pre-school;  651-690-4364; stjo-
seph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO LESSONS with an experi-
enced, successful, patient, encour-
aging, qualified teacher in a cozy 
home studio. Trish, 651-645-1620.

PIANO & FLUTE instruction by pro-
fessional musician, experienced 
teacher. B.A. in Piano Performance. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

PRIVATE VIOLIN lessons with 
symphony musician. Experienced 
& professional. 651-328-2570.

EXPERIENCED PIANO instruc-
tion. Indiana Univ. Masters. 
Tradit ional, Suzuki. Serving 
Longfellow and Highland. 651- 
314-4582.

. Piano tuning/rePair

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates.  
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough @aol.com.

BALAND'S PAPAGENO PIANO 
TUNING LLC. www.Papageno 
PianoTuning.com. 888-290-5107.

inStruction

SUMMER TUTORING Experi-
enced tutor. K-college, ACT/SAT 
prep. References. Lyn, 651- 
235-1955.

office /adminiStratiVe

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. Typing, 
transcr ibing, mini-cassette/ 
fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

comPuter/internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $45/hour,  
15 years' experience; Eric, 651-
274-4072.

COMPUTER SERVICES: Servicing 
Highland Park, Mac-Groveland and 
Crocus Hill neighborhoods. PC re-
pair, troubleshooting, virus/spyware 
removal, home networking, wire-
less, security. Better rates than Geek 
Squad, same professional service.  
highlandpcservice@gmail.com  
or 651-675-1840; 15+ years'  
experience. 

Pet Sitting/SerViceS

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

*KAJA'S HAPPY TAILS*
Reliable, loving, professional care 
of your animals while you're at work 
or on vacation. Daily dog walks. 
Special needs pets. Established 
1998. Bonded and Insured. 
www.kajashappytails.com; 651- 
644-3162.

HealtH & fitneSS

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

"MAXIMIZED LIVING MAKE-
OVER." You and a partner are 
invited! Learn WHY you can't lose 
weight. Balance your hormones, 
end stress, gain energy, transform 
your life! Sponsored by Aspire 
Chiropractic and Anytime Fitness. 
Sat., June 27, 10-1. Location: 
1059 Grand. $60/team. Call 651-
294-2332 to register. www.maxi-
mizedlivingdrkress.com.

maSSage tHeraPy

PAIN RELIEF MASSAGE for 
Arthritis, Repetitive Stress, Injuries, 
Fibromyalgia, Anxiety. Half Off First 
Appointment. 612-812-3792. 
Heather Burke: Licensed Massage 
Therapist, Nationally Certified.

Sewing/embroidery

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 So. 
C leve land . 651 -698 -6117 .  
highlandtailors.com.

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate •Steps
•Patios •Floors •Sidewalks

• Retaining Walls • Footings
•Stone Steps & Walls

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

Concrete - Masonry
All your needs

from Excavating to Finish

R.C. Concrete
Since 1975    651-771-2386
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Service Directory
for rent residential

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,350 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. charming 2 bdrms., hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bdrms., 
carpeted, spacious closets; $635-
$655. For appt. call Cindy, 651- 
699-8471. Also offering rent  
specials. 

UNFURNISHED 2 BR, 2 BA. 
55+ building on River Rd., So. 
Minneapolis. Washer/dryer, on bus 
line, underground garage, fitness 
center, community dining room.  
$1,400/mo. 1 year lease. View 
extras@becketwood.com or call 
Sharon Platto, 612-746-1008.

GARDEN LEVEL, 2 bdrm., roomy 
apartments featuring several up-
dated amenities. On bus line, short 
walk to Village. 651-788-0128.

1172 RANDOLPH. Large 3 
bedroom apartment, carpeted, 
eat-in kitchen, off-street parking; 651- 
698-4184; 651-688-8180.

1491 PORTLAND. June 1. Large 
2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, with bal-
cony. Nicely appointed with a 
dishwasher, A/C, newer car-
pet, on-site laundry. $895. 651- 
270-0093.

CROCUS HILL. One bedroom 
apartment in a very nice 4-plex, 
spacious, hdwd. floors, $725/mo. 
includes heat. 6XX Lincoln Ave. 
651-398-5222.

W 7TH AREA. 482 Michigan lower 
unit, 2 BR, LR, DR, garage, new 
kitchen and bath, washer/dryer; 
avail. July 1, N/S; $894 including 
heat. 612-961-1861.

MERRIAM PARK. Nice efficiency 
apt.; $475, heated. References. 
651-222-2768.

MAC-GROVELAND duplex. LR, 
DR, kitchen. 1 BR, hdwd. floors; 
$725, heated. References. 651-
222-2768.

TWO BDRM., 1 bath condo, down-
town St. Paul, great amenities; 651-
224-3626.

MAC-GROVE. Lower luxury duplex. 
3+ bdrm., LR, DR, 1.5 baths. Hdwd. 
floors, fireplace, DW/AC, double 
garage. References. $1,300 + Xcel. 
Aug. 1; 651-450-9628.

for rent commercial

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

OFFICE SUITE. 1050 sq. ft. space 
in historic Ramaley Building,  
658 Grand Ave. Includes two of-
fices, conference room, reception 
area. Heat, water, electricity and 
refuse included. $1,995/mo., avail-
able Jan. 1. Contact Mike at 612-
805-7543.

WEST 7TH NEAR I-35. Prime 
offices. Convenient at edge of 
Highland-Crocus-W 7th. Free 
parking; quick access to down- 
town St. Paul; to airport; or to 
Minneapolis. Professional small 
offices and 3-4 person suite avail-
able. 2000 sq. ft. CAT-5. craigslist 
1164285954. 651-227-3916.

Instruction

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

D I G I TA L  P H OTO G R A P H Y 
Classes. Get the most out of your 
digital camera. 651-642-9971.

MANDARIN CHINESE Tutor. 
Conversation, pronunciation, gram-
mar, phrases, culture. David, 651-
690-5850.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

social networking

SOCIAL GROUP for women who 
have no family or no family in the 
area. Share experiences and re-
sources. Ideal for adult only children. 
Contact Elizabeth, 651-698-7019.

CHILD CARE

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

LOOKING FOR childcare? Con
tact a network of about 23 licensed 
home day care providers at 651-
644-0880 or send your information 
to mnhank@juno.com.

health care provider

PRIVATE DUTY. Male. 23 years' 
experience. All levels including  
dementia, Alzheimers, companion-
ship, personal cares, driver, meal 
prep, housework. Outstanding 
references. 651-698-2599; 651- 
757-5448.

CAREGIVER FOR seniors need-
ing help. Honest, experienced, car, 
kind. 612-588-4647.

*IN HOME PERSONAL CARE*
Assistance with activities of daily 
living. Registered Nurse Assis- 
tant. Stephanie McGovern, 612-
729-5700.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $635-$820. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. 
in 50+ locations. Outstanding 
service, professional mgmt. 
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

HIGHLAND  PARK. 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg.; underground heated park-
ing. $663-$824. 651-773-3485;  
www.1480randolphseniorapart 
ments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $720-$905. 1061 
Montreal Ave. Remodeled kitchens 
& bathrooms! www.krcapartments.
com. 651-698-7684.

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

Rotten
Wood?

Gary 651-698-3156
Since 1975

window sills,
casings &
trim replaced.

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

• •

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

Drainage
Problems?

Retaining Walls
Patios – Steps – Walks
651•739•3766

Jeff Menard
LandscapeLandscape

Alpha Stucco, Inc.
Stucco • re-daSh

Stucco repair
plaSter repair

(651) 644-4040
www.alphastucco.com
FREE ESTIMATES

MN State lic.#20631292

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation Services

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

                           Expert Climbers • Professional Service
                           Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

                           The latest in yard friendly equipment
                           Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists 

Residential
Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

VISIONS
1-800-669-TREE

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed &
Insured

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

Complete Tree Service L.L.C.

call martey for a free estimate

651-271-2418
fully insured

SHOWCASE
HOME PAINTING

Concrete Work
25 years experience

Sidewalks, Driveways
Steps, Exposed Aggregate

612-250-0738

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Garage Slabs • Driveways

• Patterned Concrete
• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

Serving you since 1998
651-462-4969

Attic Expansions • New Baths
Kitchens • Basements

Custom Designs Consulting
Custom Cabinetry Woodwork

Complete
Remodeling

Services
T. Sullivan Renovations

Trusted Local Business Since 1981
terry 651-649-4696

State Lic.# 2012885

Lawn Service

Trees, Bushes & Gutters
Metro Lawn and Snow

Mark Zoost 651-690-5227

www.proteampaintingplus.com

651.917.2881



2-Day FREE Appraisal & Buying Event
Fri. June 5...9am to 5pm • Sat. June 6... 9am - Noon
At the US Bank in Highland Village
711 Cleveland Ave South • Saint Paul, Minnesota

ANA Life Member
#3656

Since 2005
Member #604

Turn your
collectibles
into cash!
PMC will be paying fair prices for

• All US & Foreign Gold Coins

• All Silver Coins

• Precious Metals

• Old Currency and Bank Notes

• Coin Collections of Any Size

• Gold Jewelry You Don’t Wear Any more

• Sterling Silver Placesettings

Immediate payment if you

choose to sell!

Selling Old Coins,Currency, 
Sterling or Gold Jewelry 
Shouldn’t Be Left To
Chance...

NOTE:  The PNG is a non-profit organization composed of  the world’s top rare 
coin, paper money and precious metals experts. As numismatic professionals, our 
primary mission is to make the hobby safe for collectors and investors by maintain-
ing rigid standards of  excellence.

Instead, Show Them To 
Someone You Can Trust This 
Week On June 5 & 6
The professionals from Price My Coins & Collectibles (PMC) will be at US Bank in 
Highland Village in St. Paul for a special two-day event. The folks at PMC are life 
members of  the American Numismatic Association and  members of  the Profes-
sional Numismatic Guild which means you’ll be guaranteed an honest evaluation of  
your coins or currency.  If  you or someone you know has any gold or silver coins, 
other old coins, old currency, sterling or gold jewelry now is the perfect time for a 
FREE appraisal.  And if  you choose to sell your collection after the appraisal, you’ll 
get paid immediately.

Well-respected Numismatist, Lee Orr, will be ready to answer 
questions and evaluate your old coins and currency.  He sits 
on the board of the Minnesota Organization of Numismatists 
and with more than 30 years experience, you can be as-
sured that Lee will provide a quality appraisal.

Nationally acclaimed and top-rated PNG Numismatist, 
Richard Melamed will also offer opinions and talk with you 
about your collections.  Richard’s knowledge of the business 
is often sought after by collectors and dealers from around 
the country.  

Get an opinion from two of the best in the numismatic coin 
and currency business.  Or just come by and schedule a private 
evaluation after the event.

2-Day FREE Appraisal & Buying Event

If you’re planning to sell, let us give you a quote:
“I recently sold my dad’s coin collection to PMC.  Instead of just tossing them in a coin counter, they took the time to look at each coin and paid me considerably more than I expected.”

– Nancy H., St. Paul, MN
“After a  careful appraisal, PMC paid me nearly double for my gold compared to what another gold buying company offered me.”

– Michele, Hugo, MN

Special 2-Day Limited Engagement At US Bank in Highland!

Questions? Or to set up an appointment on another date, call:
Lee Orr 612-747-2409 or Louis Melamed 612-759-4678

Price
My Coins &
Collectibles

Knowledge. Integrity. Responsibility

Visit our website....www.pricemycoins.com

*This event is neither sponsored nor endorsed by U.S. Bank.  PMC is solely and fully responsible for this event.

Presented by:
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By Larry Englund

A free Metro Transit pass, bicycle parking 
and increased efforts to reduce waste 
are all part of the 36th annual Grand 

Old Day on Sunday, June 7. The sponsoring 
Grand Avenue Business Association (GABA) 
has also added environmentally friendly ac-
tivities to the Twin Cities’ first rite of summer, 
including a “It’s Grand Being Green” theme to 
this year’s parade.

“A moving company is going to pull its truck 
instead of driving it,” said GABA program di-
rector Jaimee Lucke Hendrikson in describing 
some of the parade entries. “We have a lot of 
participants using the color green. Some are 
using green-themed music. Some are giving 
away plant seeds.” 

GABA executive director David Regan not-
ed that the green theme may be interpreted 
in many ways. St. Paul City Ballet, which won 

the Best of Show trophy last year, is recycling 
costumes and props from its past shows and 
is creating tutus and other items for its pa-
rade unit out of corrugated cardboard and 
reclaimed products.

The green theme also applies to those ar-
riving at Grand Old Day. “It can be walking 
or biking instead of driving your car,” Regan 
said. “This year we’re giving people lots of op-
portunity to leave their cars at home.”

That includes partnering with Metro Tran-
sit. Hendrikson said people may visit www.
GrandAve.com and download a free bus and 
light-rail pass to ride to and from Grand Old 
Day. A bicycle parking lot will be set up on 
the Grand Avenue bridge over Ayd Mill Road, 
and members of the Summit Hill and Macal-
ester-Groveland district councils will be pro-
viding information about the environmental 

Grand Old Day

Grand Avenue will be awash in a river of people during the 36th annual kickoff to sum-
mer on Sunday, June 7, that is simply  known as Grand Old Day. 

Dr. Brenda Kress of Aspire Chiropractic led a unique entry in last year’s Grand Old Day 
parade composed of people wearing a giant spinal column. PhOtOS By BrAD StAuffer

Grand goes green
More environmentally friendly 
festival makes its debut June 7

Local artist and Adams Spanish Immersion Magnet teacher felice Amato smiled from 
behind some of her mixed-media creations for sale at last year’s festival.

todd 
hughes 
added a 
condi-
ment 
or two 
before 
chomp-
ing 
down 
on a 
festival 
staple 
dur-
ing last 
year’s 
Grand 
Old Day.

GRAND oLD DAY c35
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ketchup, mustard, 
beer & ice cream:
grand old stains.

651.291.1683
678 grand avenue     

and nine other Twin Cities locations

www.whitewaycleaners.net

Support your small,
neighborhood business
1140 Grand Ave.
651 224-3038

Heather Stadtherr, DVM
Nancy A. Balto, DVM   Ann E. Brownlee, DVM
Kate Freed, DVM   Karen Christopherson, DVM

Grand Ave.
Veterinary Center

Competent,
Compassionate Care.

By Bill Stieger

After a five-year hiatus, the 
award-winning hip-hop 
duo Eyedea & Abilities (aka 

Micheal Larsen and Gregory Kelt-
gen) are back together again. They 
have a new recording, “By the 
Throat,” and will soon be embark-
ing on a year-long concert tour of 
the U.S. and Europe. But before they 
go, the St. Paul boys-made-good 
will perform at Grand Old Day on 
Sunday, June 7, as the headliners on 
the stage at Dixie’s, 695 Grand Ave. 

Larsen grew up in the Macales-
ter-Groveland neighborhood and 
graduated from Highland Park 
High School. Keltgen grew up in the 
Hamline-Midway neighborhood 
and graduated from Central High 
School. They first met when they 
were 13 years old, and developed a 
friendship around their shared love 
of music. 

As a child, “I was obsessed with 
words and rhyming,” Larsen said. 
“I was improvising raps for like five 

hours a day when I was 12. I’d create 
improvisational exercises for myself 
and go all day. Nothing up until that 
time made me feel that good.”

Keltgen also eventually caught the 
hip-hop bug. He learned electronics 
and became a master at scratching 
the turntable. In the late 1990s, the 
friends formed Eyedea & Abilities 
and entered local rap competitions 
to prove  their talent. The duo even-
tually qualified for slots in the top 
rap competitions in the U.S., and 
emerged as winners of Scribble Jam 
’99, Rocksteady 2000, Blaze-Battle 
Chicago 2000, HBO’s Blaze-Battle 
World Championship New York 
2000 and the 2001 DMC Regional, 
among others.

“Our success at the competitions 
created a kind of duality about our 
music,” Larsen said. “We became 
famous for competitive raps, but 
we never were really into that kind 
of thing. We were just good at it. 
People who came to see us wanted 
to hear the competitive-type raps, 
which made it a bit of a drag, cre-

atively speaking.”  
Despite their success—Eyedea 

& Abilities have around 250 videos 
on YouTube—Larsen and Keltgen 
found themselves on divergent 
paths artistically. Larsen wanted to 
play more guitar and try composing 
music. Keltgen wanted to expand on 
his technical knowledge. They dis-
banded Eyedea & Abilities in 2004 
to pursue their personal goals.

“We learned a lot individually in 
the five years since,” Larsen said. “I 
gigged with Carbon Carousel and a 

trio called Face Candy with bassist 
Casey O’Brien and drummer J.T. 
Bates. I got to play more music with 
those groups and learn a lot about 
other styles, like jazz. Gregory kept 
busy. He really mastered the turn-
table and programming. You can 
hear the changes in our approach 
when you listen to ‘By the Throat.’”

To shake off any rustiness musi-
cally, Eyedea & Abilities “spent a lot 
of time recording ‘By the Throat,’” 
Larsen said. “If anything, we’re 
much better than in the old days. 

Our performances are physically 
demanding, and the best way to get 
in shape for it is to tour. Taking the 
show on the road is what gets you 
and keeps you in shape. And we 
can’t wait to get started.”

At Grand Old Day, Larsen said, 
“our fans will see a show with a 
wider range of music. I’ll be playing 
more guitar. Gregory has some slick 
turntable grooves. And I’ll be do-
ing some singing as well. Hey, we’re 
playing in our hometown. We plan 
on doing a serious show.”

 

The Grand Old Day Entertainment 
District will feature  live music in 
eight festival gardens beginning at 

noon and ending at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 7. Guests must be 21 or older to enter 
the festival gardens and must purchase a 
wristband at one of seven booths within the 
district. The wristbands cost $6.00 each and 
an ID is required. Wristband sales will begin 
at 10:00 a.m., with beverage sales beginning 
at noon. The musical lineup (from west to 
east) includes the following: 

 lavEndEr/U.S. Bank StagE
Grand and Oxford

DJ Red Richard
The Roxxy Hall Band

Far From Falling
High & Mighty

d’amico & SonS StagE
Grand and Chatsworth

Gospel Gossip
Cadillac Kolstad and the Flats
First Communion After Party

Dust and Bones
 

SalUt Bar amEricain StagE
Grand and Milton

Heiruspecs
M.anifest
Golden

Dr. Mambo’s Combo

Billy’S on grand StagE
Grand and Victoria

The Affordables
Arc Flash Hazard 

Orange Whip

Wild onion StagE
Grand and Avon
Dazy Head Mazy

GB Leighton
 

PiEr 1 imPortS lot
Grand and Grotto
Brian David Band

Alison Scott
Tim Mahoney

 
tHE onion/WalgrEEnS StagE

Grand and Grotto
McNally Smith Band

E.L.nO
The Honeydogs

 
dixiE’S StagE

Grand and St. Albans
MC Ben Quam

DJ Strange Love/DJ GigaMesh
Grand Idol competitors

Private Dancer
Solid Gold

Eyedea & Abilities

Unwrapped at 
Grand Old Day
Award-winning duo 
Eyedea & Abilities put 
a new spin on hip-hop

Revamped rappers Eyedea & Abilities return to their hometown for a Grand Old Day gig on Dixie’s stage.

grand old day’s 
live music stages

Tim 
Mahoney 
will per-
form in 
the Pier 1 
Imports lot 
at Grand 
Old Day.
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initiatives they are promoting in those neigh-
borhoods. 

“We’ll have information available about our 
fundraising campaign to bring an HourCar 
hub to Grand Avenue,” said Kate Pearce, chair 
of the SHA’s Environment Committee. She 
added that her district council also is piggy-
backing on the MacGrove Moves program, 
which encourages residents to walk, bike or 
jog to destinations in their neighborhoods 
rather than take a car.

Festival-goers are also invited to challenge 
their friends to take the bus, share a ride, bike 
or walk to Grand Old Day. The Commuter 
Challenge will be videotaping people’s stories 
about the creative ways they got to the festival 
(visit dontlosethechallenge.com).

Regan said GABA is also working with 
Green Gatherings, a group that was started 
to recycle waste from last year’s Republican 
National Convention. “We typically have 22.5 
tons of trash during Grand Old Day,” Regan  
said. “Our goal this year is to reduce that. So 
in the three GABA-controlled festival gar-
dens, we’ve got some solid recycling programs 
and we’ll have recycling containers all along 
the avenue.”

This summer’s Grand Old Day will once 
again step out with the “On the Go” in-line 
skating, walking and running races at 7:45 
a.m. beginning at Grand and St. Albans 
Street. The children’s parade will take place at 
9:45 a.m. beginning at A. Johnson & Sons, fol-
lowed by the Grand Old Day parade at 10:00 
a.m. For the second straight year, the main pa-
rade will begin at Fairview Avenue and make 
its way down Grand to Dale Street.

The avenue will once again be divided 
into five different activity districts. The dis-
trict concept was introduced last year and  
Regan reported that it was well-received. 

“It allowed us to draw a larger, more diverse 
audience,” he said. “The International District 
went especially well and provided entertain-
ment as well as an educational tool for the 
community.” 

This year, the International District will 
include stages at Kowalski’s on Grand and 
Syndicate Street and at Willwerscheid’s park-
ing lot at Grand and Dunlap Street. The enter-
tainment at Kowalski’s will include didgeridoo 
playing and Tibetan throat singing, German 
and Irish dancing, salsa lessons and the music 
of the Tropical Zone Latin Band. “That was a 
huge hit last year,” Regan said. 

The Willwerscheid stage will feature a new 
event sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages.  
“It’s called Drumming for Change Now,” 
Hendrikson said. “From noon to 5:00 p.m. it’ll 
feature a variety of world dancing and drum-
ming.” 

The lineup will include local musicians 
Marc Anderson, Cathy Hawk, the Bottom 40, 
and others performing dancing and drum-
ming styles that will range from African to 
Latin to American. 

Regan said the Sporting District is return-
ing this year on the west end of the avenue 
with even more partners. The district will 
feature professional sport teams that are both 
known and somewhat obscure, from the St. 
Paul Saints, Minnesota Timberwolves and 
Thunder to the St. Paul Rugby Club, Eagan 
Tae Kwon Do and Northern Elite All Stars 
cheer team. 

Though the strong man and woman com-
petition isn’t returning, the Minnesota Roller-
Girls will have scrimmages at 1:00, 2:00 and 
3:00 p.m. Also new to the Sporting District 
will be Mike Schumann of Traditions talking 
about the sport of gliding.

Hendrikson grew especially animated as 
she talked about the Art District, which will 
stretch from Hamline to Snelling avenues. 
“It’ll be so awesome,” she said. “There’s going 
to be an Art Car display and Art Bikes this 
year. They’ll have a paint-by-numbers Art 
Car, so folks can take part in creating it. That’s 
where you’ll find me.”

ArtStart will also give event-goers a chance 
to express their creativity by making flower 

pots and buttons out of recycled materials. 
There will also be live music, street perform-
ers and, as was done last year, an art fair with 
more than 20 artists featuring “everything 
from woodworking to jewelry to painting,” 
Regan said. 

Last year the Family Fun District saw a lot 
of activity, due in part to the change in direc-
tion of the Grand Old Day parade from west 
to east. The goal, Regan said, was to “really 
drive traffic on the west end of Grand and we 
did just that.” It also made it easy for the kids 
participating in the children’s parade to watch 
the big parade and go right to the Family Fun 
Zone at Ramsey Junior High. “Logistically, it 
made it easier on families,” said Regan. 

This year, families can enjoy free pony rides, 
a petting zoo, miniature golf, face painting, 
airbrush tattoos, inflatable rides and games 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Fun Zone. 
The Teen Battle of the Bands will be waged 
starting at noon in the Patagonia parking lot 
at Grand and Macalester Street. 

And, of course, there will be plenty of live 
music from noon to 5:00 p.m. coming from 
eight stages in enclosed festival gardens in the 
Entertainment District on the east end of the 
avenue. “The bands that we’re especially ex-
cited about are the Honeydogs, Tim Mahoney 
and High & Mighty,” Regan said.

The Entertainment District will also in-
clude a display of new Saturn vehicles in the 
Restoration Hardware lot and the Red Cross 
Bloodmobile set up in the Punch Pizza lot.

Festival-goers who do drive to Grand Old 
Day will be able to park in the University of St. 
Thomas ramp on Cretin Avenue for free and 
ride biodiesel shuttles from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. along Summit Avenue between Cretin 
and Dale. 

In reflecting on the changes of the last few 
years, Regan mused, “Last year we added a lot, 
and this year we’re maintaining what we have. 
Next year, we’ll probably stretch ourselves. 
Right now we’re at capacity with what we can 
do given our staffing.” 

“Grand Old Day was really started as a 
community gathering,” he said. “By having all 
these elements, we believe we’re bringing that 
back.”

33b GRAND oLD DAY

Grand Old Day 
by the numbers

Average attendance: 200,000
Percent who have attended before: 73
Percent female: 55
Average age: 37
Average times attended: 8
Average hours spent at festival: 4.5

Volunteers: 300
Festival vendors: over 200
Police and safety personnel: over 100 
Parade entries: 70
Bands performing: over 30 

City blocks: 22 
Shuttle buses: 5 
Information booths: 4

Trash and recycling bins: 1,000 
Portable rest rooms: over 250
Hours to clean up afterward: 12 

(Information provided by the Grand 
Avenue Business Association.)
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Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All 
rights reserved #55878 3/08-6/08

Deborah Young
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7734

Steve Dickie
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
651-205-9505

Julie Claseman
Branch Manager

651-205-5239

Speak with one of our
Home Mortgage Consultants…

you’ll be impressed with our
dedication to your financial needs.

Call or stop by today!
www.wfhm.com/highlandparkbranchmn

610 Snelling Avenue South • St. Paul, MN 55116

Buying?
Refinancing?
We’re in Your Neighborhood…

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Ro Cameron
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-5241

Al MacPhail
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7733

Vern Atwater
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7732

Grand Old Day –
Sunday, June 7

Serving at 3 locations
750 Grand Ave. (in front of store)

Dunlap & Grand Ave., Snelling & Grand
Ask one of our friendly Scoopers for assistance.

RIGHT LIKE YOU REMEMBER IT.
Retail • Gifts • Cakes • Wholesale • Catering

750 GRAND AVE • ST. PAUL, MN 651-293-1655
4737 CEDAR AVE • MPLS, MN 612-722-2261

By Bill Stieger

Grand Old Day will be celebrated 
as a homecoming of sorts for 
Adam Levy. The singer, song-

writer and multi-instrumentalist grew 
up in the Macalester-Groveland neigh-
borhood, and he and his band the Hon-
eydogs will be performing from 3:15 to 
5:00 p.m. Sunday, June 7, on the On-
ion Stage at Grand Avenue and Grotto 
Street.

“I grew up on Saratoga Street,” Levy 
said. “Anytime I’m in Mac-Groveland or 
on Grand Avenue, I feel like I’m home.”

And what better way to promote the 
Honeydogs’ new CD, “Sunshine Com-
mittee,” than at Grand Old Day, under 
sunny skies and before a quarter-million 
people?

The six songs on “Sunshine Commit-
tee” are a departure from the ’Dogs pre-
vious recordings, which addressed such 
themes as poverty, war and social decay. 
The CD “is decidedly more upbeat,” 
Levy said. “I think there’s been a shift in 
the political climate, which in part con-
tributes to the mood of the songs. Across 
the body of my work, I’ve always tried to 
find at least a kernel of hope. While writ-
ing the songs for ‘Sunshine Committee,’ 
I asked myself, ‘What if I tried harder to 
be more positive about things?’ It was a 
challenge, but one that worked out pret-
ty well.”

Levy was drawn to music at an early 
age through hours spent listening to 
his parents’ record collection. He start-

ed playing the guitar while attending 
Ramsey Junior High School, accompa-
nying his younger brother Noah, an up 
and coming drummer. Following his 
graduation from Highland Park High 
School in 1983, Adam studied cultural 
anthropology at the University of Min-
nesota and after college he became a so-
cial worker. However, his interest in mu-
sic never waned. He and Noah formed 
a band called the Picadors in the late 
1980s, and they founded the Honeydogs 
in 1994.

The Honeydogs currently include 
Adam Levy on vocals, guitar and key-
boards; Brian Halverson on guitar and 
vocals; Peter Anderson on percussion; 
Peter J. Sands on keyboards; and Trent 
Norton on bass guitar and vocals. They 
recently added Matt Darling on trom-
bone and Steven Kung on trumpet to 
inject a shot of rhythm and blues to the 
group’s sound.

The Honeydogs’ style is based in 
Levy’s lyrics and his singing voice, which 
is reminiscent of Bob Dylan and John 
Lennon at their punkiest. The group’s 
vocal harmonies are exquisite—think of 
Dylan backed by the Beach Boys. The 
combination can charm an audience.

Levy and Halverson feed off each 
other with dueling guitars. Sands is an 
electronic wunderkind, playing organ, 
clavinet, harpsichord and a host of other 
electronic instruments. Norton’s bass 
puts the jump in the band’s wig, while 
Anderson’s drumming slams along with 
the steadiness of Charlie Watts.

Making a living as a musician has al-
ways been a struggle, but rarely more so 
than at present. In 15 years, the Honey-
dogs have certainly earned their stripes. 
They have a following and perform 
regularly in concerts, festivals and cor-
porate events, but they have yet to make 
their mark financially.

“Friends ask me, ‘Why do you go out, 
keep touring, when there’s no money in 
it?’” Levy said. “It’s a good question. I just 
chalk it up to the mental illness of being 
a musician. I love performing despite the 
troubles. I love making music, both the 
writing and performing. I love the travel, 
the camaraderie of the other musicians, 
the people I meet at concerts.”

Adam and Noah Levy play together 
in the Honeydogs’ cover band, Hook-
ers and Blow, one of the best bar bands 
around and the winner of multiple “Best 
Cover Band” awards from the Minne-
sota Music Academy. Adam Levy also 
teaches at the Institute of Production and 
Recording in downtown Minneapolis, 
and he fronts a band called Bunny Clogs 
that specializes in children’s music.

The Honeydogs have done their share 
of long-distance touring over the years, 
but growing families and a variety of 
other musical projects have its members 
staying closer to their Twin Cities homes 
these days.

“We’ve been busy recording, and we 
all have other commitments,” Levy said. 
“But we’re really looking forward to 
playing Grand Old Day.”

Macalester-
Groveland 
homeboy 
Adam Levy 
(fore-
ground) 
will lead 
his Honey-
dogs back 
to Grand 
Old Day on 
June 7.  

A lighter side of Levy
Honeydogs unveil a more upbeat sound June 7
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Glockenspiel

605 West 7th Street      651-292-9421
1 mile west of Xcel Energy Center  •  Free Parking
Watch Website for Upcoming Events!

www.glockenspielrestaurant.com

Saint Paul’s German Retreat

    Great German Beer
    Brats & Atmosphere

Open Daily at 11 AM

G G

Providing Personalized, Attentive,
Lifelong Care for Women

Obstetrics, Gynecology and Infertility

Kenneth W. Crabb, M.D.
Board Certified

Now accepting new patients for both routine
and specialty problem concerns

Same Day appointments available

Advanced Specialty Care for Women, P.A.
450 Doctors Professional Building Satellite Location
280 Smith Avenue North 880 Blue Gentian Road, #150
St. Paul, MN  55102 Eagan, MN  55122
651-224-4897 www.Advancedcare.com

                 Roering Auto Body & Glass             
           (651) 221-0919

                  90 N. Dale St. (Dale & Ashland)

                 St. Paul, MN 55102

             94

Ashland

   Summit
            Grand

Dale  *

We’re your neighborhood body shop repair specialist

	 •			Complete Auto Body Repair	 • All Insurance Claims Welcome
	 • Rental Cars Available	 • Detailing Services
	 • Window Tint	 •		Free Pickup and Delivery

• Family Owned Since 1982

   Minnesota Law states:
	 You have the right to select your own repair shop –
	 don’t let the insurance company tell you where to repair
	 your car. You don’t have to get multiple estimates,
	 you don’t have to take your car to an insurance
	 claims office. Choose the shop of your choice.

“No job is ever 
too small – from 

a broken mirror to 
full auto body repair”

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~

Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

wELCOMiNg LiTURgiCAL wORsHip

Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Healing Service 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF i-94 ON DALE sT.

Grand Avenue from Dale Street to Fairview Avenue 
will be filled with five different activity districts when 
Grand Old Day marks its 36th year on Sunday, June 

7. The district concept was introduced last year to draw more 
people to the festival and give them more opportunities to 
participate. The districts from east to west are as follows:

Entertainment District 
Dale to Lexington

There will be eight stages with live entertainment in en-
closed festival gardens from noon to 5:00 p.m. Headliners 
will include High & Mighty, Dr. Mambo’s Combo, GB Leigh-
ton, Tim Mahoney, the Honeydogs and Eyedea & Abilities. 
The finalists in the Grand Idol competition will also perform 
on the Dixie’s Stage. Festival garden guests must be age 21 or 
older to enter and must first buy a $6.00 wristband. Wrist-
band sales begin at 10:00 a.m. Beverage sales start at noon.

International District
Lexington to Syndicate

The International District will feature cultural arts, perfor-
mances and family activities. Entertainment on the stage in 
the parking lot at Kowalski’s Market on Grand and Syndicate 
Street will include didgeridoo playing and Tibetan throat 
singing at noon, German dancing at 12:30 p.m., Irish danc-
ing at 1:00 p.m., Native American dancing at 1:30 p.m., salsa 
lessons at 2:00 p.m. and the Tropical Zone Latin Band at 3:00 
p.m. 

Drumming for Change Now will take place from noon 
to 5:00 p.m. in the Willwerscheid parking lot at Grand and 
Dunlap Street. Presented by Ten Thousand Villages, the af-
ternoon will focus on dancing and drumming performances 
from around the world.

Art District
Hamline to Snelling 

The Grand Old Day Art Fair, featuring  regional and local 
artists displaying fine art and jewelry, will run from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. from Saratoga Street to Snelling Avenue. The art 
fair stage at Grand and Snelling will feature live music by the 
Generation Gap from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. There will also be 
Art Car displays and a chance to join in creating a new Art 
Car. ArtStart will coordinate a free, interactive art project at 
Grand and Hamline, where participants will be invited to 
make their own take-home flower pot and button.

Family Fun District
Snelling to Cambridge 

The Family Fun District will offer a free petting zoo, 
pony rides, miniature golf, face painting and inflatable rides 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the grounds of Ramsey Ju-
nior High at Grand and Cambridge. Kids may also check 
out a snowplow, street sweeper and sewer truck from the 
St. Paul Department of Public Works. The annual Chil-
dren’s Parade begins at 9:45 a.m. (registration starts at 9:15 
a.m. in front of A. Johnson & Sons on Grand and Wheeler 
Street.) The Teen Battle of the Bands will be presented by 

the Macalester-Groveland Community Council from noon 
to 4:00 p.m. in the Patagonia parking lot on Grand and  
Macalester Street. 

Sporting District
Cambridge to Fairview 

The Sporting District will feature the Minnesota Roller-
Girls presenting 20-minute all-star scrambles at 1:00, 2:00 
and 3:00 p.m. The district will also include a St. Paul Saints 
speed pitch, Timberwolves basketball shoot, the Minnesota 
Thunder, the Northern Elite All Stars cheer team, Eagan Tae 
Kwan Do demonstrations and the St. Paul Rugby Club.

Festival districts make Grand return

Midway resident Marc Anderson will help provide the 
beat in the International District. Photo by Anne Brandrud
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By Frank Jossi

The theme of this year’s Grand Old 
Day is “It’s Grand Being Green,” a fit-
ting backdrop for several entries in 

this year’s Grand Old Day parade , including 
Todd Seabury-Kolod and his black 2003 Ford 
Ranger XLT—powered entirely by electricity. 

A Macalester-Groveland resident, Seabury-
Kolod, 53, is confident his Ranger will have 
enough juice to complete the 2.5-mile parade 
route without recharging. His Ranger’s engine 
is powered by 1,400 pounds of batteries, three 
under the hood and nine in the cargo area 
hidden from view by a black paneled cover.

Seabury-Kolod’s six-year-old Ranger was 
powered by its original internal combustion 
engine when he purchased it for $3,500 re-
cently. A friend, Stew Roberts, suggested he 
convert the pickup to electric power. A me-
chanic by trade, Roberts did the same thing to 
one of his trucks in 2001. 

Seabury-Kolod had bought his previous 
truck five years earlier for the princely sum of 
$1.00. “I figured I was entitled to spend more 
than $1.00 on my next truck,” he said with a 
smile. “When Stew told me it would probably 
be in the $16,000 to $17,000 range to retrofit 
the 2003 Ranger, I was OK with the expense.”

A committed environmentalist, Seabury-
Kolod first appeared in the pages of the Vil-
lager several years ago when he convinced 
the majority of the residents on his block to 
contract with the same trash hauler as a way 
to reduce costs and truck traffic in their alley. 
The practice became so popular that the city 
of St. Paul now offers information on its web-

site for neighbors who are interested in doing 
the same.

Seabury-Kolod’s first foray into alternative 
automobiles came in 2003 when he flew to 
California to buy a used Toyota Prius hybrid 
for $13,500. “I wanted to get a plug-in Prius, 
but they weren’t available at the time,” he said. 

Spurred on by the Prius purchase, Seabury-

Pioneer pickup
Seabury-Kolod plans Grand Old 
debut for his newly Electric Ranger

Todd Seabury-Kolod crouches beside the nine 12-volt batteries he keeps in the bed of 
his Ranger, which he retrofitted with the help of mechanic Stew Roberts (background). 

eLectRIc RaNgeR   c39

The recharging port for Todd Seabury-
Kolod’s electric Ranger is hidden behind 
the Ford decal on the vehicle’s grille. 
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Sold in a Week
Cozy 2-BR in a great Highland lo-
cation. Properly prepared, profes-
sionally marketed and accurately 
priced, homes are selling quickly! 
Call for details.
651 698-1000 $194,900

Beautiful 4-BR
2538 Haverton Circle, Mendota 
Heights: 4-BRs, 4 bath home on 1/3 
acre offers open floor plan, stainless 
eat-in kit., master suite, 2-story FR. 
Pics at www.obeo.com/497063

651 696-0866

Classic Merriam Park
2+ story with tons of nat. wdwk., 
buffet, stained glass, hdwd. floors, 
main floor FR & bath. Brand-new 
"dream" kitchen, deep landscaped 
lot. www.1830laurel.com

612 599-0846

Brownstone Interior!
528 Laurel Ave. Stunning 3-story 
condo w/exposed brick, lux baths, 
SS & granite kit., decks, 2-car gar., 
2,950 sq. ft. Call 24-hr recorded 
message @ 800-818-0505 x-2065
651 338-1963 $599,900

Stunning West 7th Gem
Don't miss this complete remodel. 
3 BRs, 2 new baths, gourmet kitch-
en w/stainless & granite, main floor 
FR, beautiful wdwk., new furnace/
AC. Near Randolph & W 7th.
651 503-3554 $224,900

SOLD in Two Days!
Is now the time to sell your prop-
erty? Homes can still sell quickly in 
this market. Call me to discuss the 
value of your home, marketing strat-
egies, & see what's out there.

651 442-9353

Bigger Than it Looks
1821 Bohland: Updated home 
– large LR & DR, 3 BRs on main 
level, private retreat on upper level, 
large screen TV in FR included. Lots 
of storage throughout!
651 338-9376 $445,000

Fabulous Townhome!
836 Deer Park: Top quality, craft-
manship & upgrades. Hdwd. floors, 
granite, SS appl., cherry cabinets, 
high ceilings, master suite, attrac-
tive FP & more in this end unit!
651 338-9376 $419,900

Stately Comfort!
5-BR, 4-bath with stunning details 
and character in open floor plan. 
Master suite & family room both 
with fireplaces. SS kit., stained 
glass, open staircase, hdwds.
651 442-9353 $569,900

A Grand Opportunity
Live, work and/or cashflow. Classic 
duplex w/hardwoods, tile, built-ins 
in prime Grand loc. Zoned comm. 
or residential. Sun-filled 2nd floor 
unit, large yard w/ample pkg.
651 442-9353 $249,900

Crocus Hill Office
Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave.
651-251-4800

Highland Office
Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-8006www.minnesotahomes.com

Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results

New to Market
Highland Park close to schools, 
shopping, restaurants! 3 BRs, 2 
baths. Showcase decor, finished LL 
w/FP, 3-season porch, patio, hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchen. Call Sue.

651 256-7400

2077 Eleanor Avenue!
Highland fab location. 3 BRs, 2 
baths, formal LR & DR, FP, hdwd. 
floors, stainless appliances, finished 
LL, huge deck, 2-car garage, CA & 
drain tile! Call Sue for showing.
651 256-7400 $299,900

Sunfish Lake Lakeshore
Rarely available 200' of south-fac-
ing lakeshore. 3+ BRs with the great 
room concept design. In the same 
family since '29. 1½-story walkout 
with room to expand in LL.
651 271-3636 $995,000

Marti Estey Olivia Gerber Olivia GerberMarti Estey Marti Estey

Steve Townley Norm Geiger Lynn Ritter Karen Schlaefer

Sue Drude Noyes Sue Drude Noyes Anita McKeown

S O
LD

Katie Palm

Sue Drude Noyes
President/Realtor

651-256-7400

David Noyes, Jr.
Realtor/Agent
651-233-0748

Real Estate Concepts by Sue Drude Noyes

651-256-7400 651-233-0748

Real Estate Concepts by Sue Drude Noyes

S
D
N

S
D
N

Results

  REAL ESTATE GROUP

If you are planning to buy or sell...
Let the expert team of

Sue Drude Noyes
get you started on the right track!

We offer:
• Various commission packages

• Complementary staging in your home
• 7-days-a-week buyer representative

Call us at 651-256-7400
Sue Drude Noyes

www.sdnrealestate.com

Complete Remodeling Services
Members of the Twin Cities Remodelors’ Council

651-426-1252
www.gpandsonremodeling.com

When your
lifetime

investment
has room for
improvement…
Serving St. Paul & Its 
Suburbs since 1974

BBB
®

MEMBER

GP & Son
Remodeling Co.

MN License # 1088

The life you change might be 
your own.

You can help improve children’s reading skills in St. Paul. 
Get connected and gain great experience: Serve for one 
year in a local school.

 Join Minnesota Reading Corps!

Earn a modest living allowance and an 
education award of up to $4,725 for 
loans or college tuition.
Learn more: www.MinnesotaReadingCorps.org
         Questions? Contact Christine at
cfankhanel@theMLC.org or 651-251-9101.

The Minnesota Reading Corps is committed to the inclusion of all individuals 
regardless of disability, gender, race, religion and sexual orientation. Reason-
able accommodations provided upon request.

Kolod started making calls to the Min-
nesota Electric Automobile Association 
and to Bob Albertson of Alma, Wis-
consin, who had developed a method 
for modifying Ford Rangers as electric 
vehicles.

Seabury-Kolod hired Roberts to 
retrofit his Ranger. According to the 
mechanic, it will cost Seabury-Kolod 
about 15 cents an hour to recharge its 
batteries. The batteries require about an 
hour of charging for every three miles 
driven, Seabury-Kolod said. The operat-
ing cost is roughly equivalent to paying 
$1.50 per gallon of gasoline, he said. The 
truck’s range is about 40 miles between 
charges.

The electric-car technology installed 
in the Ranger was first developed in the 
1980s. It uses oversized lead acid bat-
teries that are about twice the size of a 
typical car battery. Lithium ion batteries 
would have been a better option, Roberts 
said, but they cost significantly more. 

Seabury-Kolod’s Ranger has a stan-
dard, five-speed transmission. Partially 
hidden behind the Ford decal on its grill 
is a standard three-prong electrical plug 
that he connects via an extension cord to 
an electrical outlet at home. 

Roberts and Seabury-Kolod con-
ceded that the U.S. is still a long way 
from having the infrastructure to make 
it convenient for motorists to recharge 
their electric vehicles away from home. 
However, Better Place, a California 
start-up company, is working on creat-
ing a recharging network in Northern 
California and Israel with stations where 
drivers can swap uncharged batteries for 
recharged ones. 

“Electric vehicles have a range of 30 
to 40 miles if you’re lucky,” said Dave 
Peichel, president of the Minnesota 

Electric Automobile Association. How-
ever, the technology that can move elec-
tric cars into the 75- to 100-mile range is 
slowly becoming available.

Electric cars have several advantages 
over internal combustion engines, ac-
cording to Seabury-Kolod. They offer 
drivers a way to wean themselves off 
foreign oil and reduce carbon emissions, 
and the batteries can be recycled. If fed-
eral tax credits were available for conver-
sions to electric cars, more people would 
consider it, he said. 

Seabury-Kolod figures he spent be-
tween $17,000 and $18,000 on his elec-
tric Ranger, including the initial $3,500 
to purchase the truck. Considering the 
new Chevy Volt that is due out next year 
will cost around $40,000, he figures he 

did all right. 
One problem Seabury-Kolod has 

had is finding insurance coverage for 
his pickup. His current insurance pro-
vider would not cover the newly electric 
Ranger. He found an insurance compa-
ny that would, but at twice the rate of a 
conventional pickup truck. 

Seabury-Kolod works about four 
miles from home as a teacher in the St. 
Paul Public Schools’ Early Childhood 
Family Education program at the Rondo 
Education Center. He hopes his electric 
Ranger will spur conversations wherever 
he drives it.

“I want people to notice it and ask 
questions,” he said. “I want to show them 
the vehicle and tell them, ‘Hey, you could 
own one yourself.’”

38b electric ranger

Todd Seabury-Kolod displays his passion on the driver’s side door of his newly 
electric Ford Ranger pickup truck.  Photos by Brad Stauffer.
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