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By Dave Page

The Hi-lex Gnomes will 
celebrate a couple of anni-
versaries during this year’s 

St. Paul Winter Carnival. First, 
it’s the 70th anniversary of the 
creation of the iconic teardrop-
shaped costumes by Asa and Gene 
Eldridge, founders of the Hi-lex 

Company. In 1939, the Eldridges 
constructed about a dozen gnomes 
from chicken wire and papier-
mâché. Their employees wore the 
costumes in the 1940 Winter Car-
nival’s King Boreas Grande Day 
Parade and the gnomes have been 
a part of the festivities ever since. 
That makes them one of the oldest 
units in the yearly parade, which 

will step out at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
January 24.

Second, it is the 60th anniver-
sary of the Boy Scouts from Troop 
13 donning the gnome costumes 
for the parade. Scoutmaster Bill 
Wald, who was a gnome himself 
more than 20 years ago and has or-

By Kevin Driscoll

Following an election marked 
by record high voter turn-
outs and a surprisingly high 

number of rejected absentee bal-
lots, local o�  cials are now seeking 
reforms that would expand the op-
portunities for absentee voting but 
streamline the process for both vot-
ers and election judges.

The proposed reforms, which 
have the support of the Minnesota 
Association of County Officers, the 
Association of Metropolitan County 
Officers and the Minnesota League 
of Cities, were outlined earlier this 
month by Ramsey County elections 
manager Joe Mansky at a hearing 
before the Minnesota Senate’s State 
and Local Government Operations 
and Oversight Committee.

Minnesota elections have long 
been considered among the best in 
the nation, with high percentages 
of eligible voters and few voting 
glitches. That may have changed 
with the November 4 general elec-
tion when the statewide recount in 
the U.S. Senate race between Norm 
Coleman and Al Franken revealed 
more than a few problems. The big-
gest problem in that election, ac-
cording to Mansky and Minnesota 
Secretary of State Mark Ritchie, was 

the number of rejected absentee 
ballots. 

About 300,000 of the 2.4 million 
votes cast in the U.S. Senate race 
were by absentee ballot, according 
to Ritchie. About 12,000 of those 
absentee ballots were rejected by 
precinct election judges for failing 
to meet one of four requirements, 
Ritchie said. However, 1,350 of 
those absentee ballots were wrongly 
rejected and, if not for the recount, 
would never have been counted, he 
added. As it is, 400 of them have 
never been counted due to chal-
lenges by the Coleman and Fran-
ken campaigns, and they will never 
be counted unless the voters who 
cast them choose to file a lawsuit, 
Ritchie said.

A total of 30,786 voters cast ab-
sentee ballots in the general election 
in Ramsey County, Mansky said, 
an increase of 31 percent from the 
2004 presidential election. Mansky 
attributed the increase to an aging 
population and the encouragement 
of the Obama and McCain cam-
paigns to vote early.

Under current state law, Min-
nesotans may not vote by absentee 
ballot unless they will be away from 
their precinct on election day or 

Wally Wescott, left, and son Kurt display the Hi-lex Gnomes and other St. Paul Winter Carnival memora-
bilia outside of Wescott Station Antiques on West 7th Street.  PHOTO BY ANNE BRANDRUD

Drips destined to never be dropped
Carnival marks 70th year of popular Hi-lex Gnomes

By Jane McClure

The 2008 Republican National Conven-
tion (RNC) was generally a success, 
according to a recently released report, 

though it did raise concerns over the level of 
law enforcement presence, the arrest and de-
tention of journalists, and the use of pepper 
spray and other crowd-controlling measures 
during the event. 

Prepared by a seven-member panel chaired 

by former federal prosecutors Tom Heffelfin-
ger and Andy Luger, the 82-page report was 
released on January 14 and was reviewed by 
the St. Paul City Council the same day. It may 
be read on the city’s website at www.stpaul.
gov/RNCreport.

The report was commissioned last fall in 
the wake of mounting criticism of conven-
tion security measures and the conduct of law 
enforcement officers before and during the 
RNC. Mayor Chris Coleman said the report 

will not only be beneficial for St. Paul, but for 
the next city hosting a national political con-
vention.

“People have worked hard to understand 
what happened during those four days,” Cole-
man said. Though “there were a lot of things 
we did right,” he said that city officials need to 
understand what went wrong.

Inside the Xcel, the convention went 
smoothly. Outside was another story. More 
than 800 people were arrested during the four-

day event, including more than 80 journalists. 
The arrests were accompanied by incidents in 
which protesters were sprayed with mace and 
pepper spray or shot with projectiles. At least 
two people have threatened to sue over what 
they claim was law enforcement misconduct. 
The St. Paul Police Department has received 
three internal affairs complaints related to the 
RNC.

Panel reports what went wrong during GOP convention 
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are otherwise unable to get to the polls due to 
illness, disability, religious observance or ser-
vice as an election judge in another precinct. 
Ritchie, Mansky and election officials across 
the state favor doing away with this limitation. 
Even now, Mansky said, a voter’s reason for 
voting absentee “is virtually always accepted 
at face value, because the law otherwise would 
make liars out of some voters.” Mansky does 
not think voters should be placed in that posi-
tion.

In addition to eliminating the need to state 
a reason for absentee voting, election officials 
across the state are proposing that Minne-
sota:

• Allow voters to cast their ballots early by 
mail or in person at regional voting centers. 
“Early voting should last at least a week and 
end on the Saturday before election day,” 
Mansky said.

• Allow more opportunities for voting in 
the evenings and on weekends. 

• Allow voters who are overseas or in the 
military to e-mail their completed ballots to 
their county of residence. “Currently, we e-
mail the ballots to these voters, but they must 
use the regular mail to return them,” Mansky 

said. “We’re proposing that the Legislature 
eliminate the need (for these voters) to have 
a witness and instead create an authentica-
tion process that entails the use of a personal 
identification number selected by the voter 
and provided to the election official when the 
voter applies for the ballot.”

Under current state law, precinct election 
judges decide whether or not to accept an ab-
sentee ballot. An absentee ballot is acceptable 
if the voter’s name and address on the return 
envelope are the same as those on the absen-
tee ballot application; the voter’s signature on 
the return envelope matches the signature of 
the individual who applied for the ballot; the 
voter is registered and eligible to vote in the 
precinct or includes a properly completed 
voter registration application with their re-
turned ballot; and the voter has not already 
voted in that election either in person or by 
absentee ballot.

To avoid the problems of precinct election 
judges wrongly rejecting absentee ballots and 
to further streamline the early voting process, 
local election officials are proposing the fol-
lowing:

• Permit those voting early and in person  
to place their ballot directly into a ballot  
counter.

• Allow counties and cities to process and 
count all ballots cast early at a central loca-
tion.

• Make it possible for voters to check their 
voter registration status and the status of their 
mailed-in ballots online.

In the weeks ahead, the Ramsey County 
Board of Commissioners is expected to con-
sider whether to include the above proposals 
on its legislative agenda for the 2009 session. 
Similar proposals were approved by the Legis-
lature two years ago, according to Ritchie, but 
were vetoed by Governor Tim Pawlenty.

Conservative political organizations have 
generally been wary of initiatives that make it 
easier to vote. One such group is Minnesota 
Majority, which has lobbied for the elimina-
tion of same-day voter registration because of 
the opportunity for voter fraud, according to 
its president, Jeffrey Davis.

Davis said his organization would like the 
state to require voters to show a photo ID at 
the polls in order to vote or to register to vote. 
Minnesota Majority also would like election 
officials to routinely verify a person’s eligibility 
to vote by cross-checking that person’s voter 
registration records with records of the voter’s 
address, criminal status and U.S. citizenship.

However, Davis said his group has no ob-

jection to many of the proposals outlined by 
Mansky, depending on how they are imple-
mented. “We’re mostly interested in making 
sure the electoral process is as transparent as 
possible,” he said. “My instinct is that early 
voting would make that more of a challenge. 
Recruiting and training election judges is dif-
ficult now.”

State Senator Katie Sieben (DFL-Newport), 
who chairs the Elections Subcommittee of the 
State and Local Government Operations and 
Oversight Committee, said several voting re-
form bills are now in the works. “I’ve drafted 
a bill to allow early voting at regional voting 
centers in cities and counties,” she said. “I’m 
also writing a bill to allow no-excuse absentee 
voting, though the voter would still have to 
request the ballot.”  

Senator Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope), who 
chairs the Government Operations Commit-
tee, will be introducing a bill to institute an au-
tomatic runoff election, instead of a statewide 
recount, when the vote totals of the leading 
candidates are within a half percentage point 
of each other, according to Sieben. “And Sena-
tor Terri Bonoff (DFL-Minnetonka) is draft-
ing a bill to move the primary election from 
September to June,” she said.

The council chambers were 
packed with spectators, many of 
whom repeatedly heckled the speak-
ers and council. At one point, coun-
cil president Kathy Lantry threat-
ened to shut down the meeting if 
the audience did not “knock it off.” 
Some council members expressed 
an interest in holding a public fo-
rum on the report’s findings, but no 
date has been set.

Police Chief John Harrington 
said nothing he heard at the meet-
ing came as a surprise. The Police 
Department is conducting its own 
internal review of police activities 
during the RNC and is expected to 
release its findings by mid-month.

Some audience members object-
ed to Luger’s and Heffelfinger’s ef-
forts to differentiate between peace-
ful protesters and anarchists. “If 
there was a loser in this convention, 
it was the people whose voices were 
not heard,” said Luger. According 
to him, the message of the peaceful 
protesters was lost in news coverage 
of the anarchists’ behavior.

One of the findings in the report 

was that St. Paul’s compact down-
town created challenges not faced 
by previous host sites that were sur-
rounded by parking lots. The city’s 
smaller size also necessitated having 
the Police Department call on help 
from 120 other agencies, which led 
to management coordination and 
communication problems. The re-
port called St. Paul’s situation “cum-
bersome and at times unworkable.” 
Mobile police force caravans expe-
rienced communication problems 
and what the report described as a 
“slow and disjointed response.”

Another finding was that the 
threat of violence by anarchists was 
real. Heffelfinger said anarchists 
committed “serious acts” of vio-
lence and property damage in and 
around downtown. One incident 
that was cited was when anarchists 
dropped sand bags and a street sign 
off of the Marion Street Bridge onto 
vehicles traveling on I-94. One of 
the vehicles damaged was a bus of 
delegates from Washington State.

St. Paul took what Luger de-
scribed as “unprecedented” steps to 
accommodate those who wanted to 
exercise their right to free speech, 

issuing a dozen parade permits and 
setting up a free speech area. 

However, the panel found fault 
with the city for not better educat-
ing the public about the potential 
for violence and law enforcement’s  
likely response to that violence. Be-
fore the convention, the public was 
told there would be a “very soft and 
light” police presence, Luger said. 
When it became hard and heavy, 

“people felt betrayed,” he said.
The panel also criticized law en-

forcement officers for using pepper 
spray and mace too freely. A device 
used to shoot paint ball-like mark-
ing devices was also used, which 
drew criticism from the panel.

The panel also noted that protec-
tive police gear obscured the badge 
numbers of officers and the identifi-
cation of which city, county or state 

departments they were from.
In addressing the arrest and de-

tention of journalists, Luger and 
Heffelfinger said a protocol for 
members of the media to follow 
should have been developed and 
agreed upon by law enforcement 
and media representatives before 
the convention.

The panel deliberated for more 
than two days while preparing the 
report. Panel members looked at ev-
erything from public safety planning 
to police conduct during conven-
tion. In preparing the report, panel 
members also held public forums, 
conducted more than 50 interviews 
and reviewed numerous voice mails 
and e-mails. Heffelfinger and Luger 
praised citizens and law enforcement 
officers for speaking candidly about 
their observations and making rec-
ommendations for what should have 
been done differently.

The panel also reviewed thou-
sands of video clips and still photos. 
Heffelfinger quipped that the only 
people who outnumbered the po-
lice and protesters during the con-
vention seemed to be people with 
cameras.

1b eLectIoN RefoRm

1b RNc RepoRt

Mounted police attempt to disperse a group of protesters during the 
Republican National Convention. Photo by LaRRy ENgLuNd
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Downtown Loft – Huge
Large living room, open floor plan, 
corner unit with numerous windows. 
The historic Great Northern Building 
lofts, Farmer's Market and restau-
rants next door.

612 750-3478 $300,000

One Block to River
627 Mount Curve Blvd. is larger 
than it looks. Huge living room with 
fireplace, main floor office and fam-
ily room. One level living, bright and 
open home.

612 750-3478 $449,900

Brownstone Rowhouse
591 Summit classic! 3,500 sq. ft. on 
3 floors. LR w/FP, formal DR, 4 BRs, 
4 baths, hdwd. floors, beautiful nat. 
wdwk., elevator, deck, 2-car garage 
+ 1-BR apt. w/private entry.

651 206-2820 $749,900

Adorable, Affordable!
2+/3-BR near golf course, schools 
& more. Wonderful cond. w/orig. 
vintage kit. & floor. Refinished floors 
on main, nice LL FR, great storage. 
Central AC, new furnace, reduced!

612 723-BENO $215,000

Excellent Opportunity
Available 1/26/09. 4-BR, 3-bath w/
oak floors & new windows. Spacious 
airy home, top condition! FPs in LR 
and FRs, eat-in kit., formal dining. At-
tached gar.. Walk to Trader Joe's!

612 723-BENO $369,900

Fantastic Location!
Want to grow your business? 1.5-
acre corner of Hwy 61 & Buerkle 
Road in Vadnais Heights! 6,800 SF 
building, rental unit w/5-year lease. 
Good retail, service shop, boutique..

612 723-BENO

Crocus Perfection
New list! 743 Goodrich: Magnificent 
Clarence Johnston brick 3-story 
renovated to perfection with every 
amenity from CA & new windows to 
stunning master suite. 6,000 sq. ft.

651 225-3903 $1,275,000

Family Friendly Victorian
716 Goodrich: Sunny, cheerful Vic-
torian with elegant staircase, tall 
ceilings, spacious rooms, 6+ BRs, 5 
baths, on wonderful alley with chil-
dren of all ages & friendly neighbors.

651 225-3903 $749,900

MLS
Grand Avenue Office

700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321
Highland Park Office

735 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434
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By Kevin Driscoll

Hennepin County District Court Judge 
George McGunnigle ruled last week 
in favor of defendants FairVote Min-

nesota and the city of Minneapolis in a lawsuit 
filed by the Minnesota Voters Alliance that 
was intended to block the implementation of 
instant runoff voting in Minneapolis. 

Minneapolis voters approved a 2006 refer-
endum to use IRV in city elections by the fall 
of 2009. The Minnesota Voters Alliance sub-
sequently sued, arguing that IRV is unconsti-
tutional.

In his 29-page ruling, McGunnigle said 
the city’s plans for implementing IRV may go 
forward. “The court finds that there is insuf-
ficient evidence to conclude that IRV causes 
any citizen to be deprived of any rights, privi-
leges or immunities secured by the Constitu-
tion and laws,” he wrote.

Minnesota Voters Alliance executive direc-
tor Andy Cilek said his organization will ap-
peal the decision. “We’re preparing to file an 
accelerated review to the Minnesota Supreme 
Court which, if accepted, would bypass the 
Court of Appeals,” he said. “We feel strongly 
that we will win in the state Supreme Court, 
(but) we’re certainly interested in taking this 
to the federal level if necessary.”

IRV would eliminate the need for a primary 
election when more than two candidates file 

for one office. Instead, all candidates would 
appear on the general election ballot where 
voters would rank them in order of preference 
(i.e., first choice, second choice, third choice, 
etc.) 

With IRV, if no candidate receives a major-
ity of first-choice votes, the candidate with the 
fewest first-choice votes is eliminated and the 
ballots of the voters who picked that candidate 
first are redistributed to their second choices. 
If this redistribution does not produce a can-
didate with a majority of the votes, the candi-
date with the next fewest votes is eliminated 
and the ballots of the voters who picked that 
candidate first or second, as the case may 
be, are redistributed to their second or third 
choices. This process of elimination continues 
until a candidate receives a majority. 

IRV proponents claim that in addition to 
eliminating primaries that invariably attract a 
low percentage of voters, IRV has the poten-
tial to eliminate the “spoiler effect” by allow-
ing the votes of weak independent or third-
party candidates to be redistributed to the 
preferred major-party candidate. Proponents 
say that IRV could help strong third-party or 
independent candidates get elected. Accord-
ing to them, it would also ensure that the win-
ning candidate has the support of a majority 
of voters.

According to Mike Beach of the Minnesota 
Voters Alliance, ranking multiple candidates 
equates to what the Minnesota Supreme Court 
in the 1915 Brown v. Smallwood case called 
“more than a single expression of choice,” 
which the court ruled is unconstitutional. 

That court, Beach said, ruled that preferen-
tial voting diminishes the right of an elector 
to give an effective vote for the candidate of 
his choosing unimpaired by the second, third 
and fourth choices of other voters.

FairVote Minnesota executive director 
Jeanne Massey was pleased with McGunnigle’s 
ruling and said her organization will respond 
to any appeal to a state court. “We believe we 
will prevail there because of Judge McGunni-
gle’s unqualified ruling on each of the issues 
raised by the plaintiffs,” Massey said. “It’s a 
very strong ruling.”

Minneapolis’ efforts to implement IRV have 
been hampered by the lawsuit and by the dif-
ficulty in finding reliable software to execute 
multiple rounds of balloting, according to 
Cindy Reichert, the city’s director of elections. 
“We’re pleased that the district court ruling 
confirms our position and allows us to move 

forward,” Reichert said. “But it’s important to 
keep in mind that this is just one step in a long 
process that is likely to continue for some time 
(given) the other party’s right to appeal.

“In the end, any decisions related to the im-
plementation of IRV in 2009 will be made by 
the City Council,” Reichert said. “In the com-
ing days, city staff and elected officials will be 
having conversations about the next steps for 
discussion and decisions. The city is commit-
ted to implementing IRV, but our first priority 
is to ensure we’re moving ahead responsibly 
so we can continue to ensure Minneapolis 
conducts fair and accurate elections.”

The final disposition of the lawsuit is also 
expected to affect the Better Ballot Campaign’s 
efforts to implement IRV in St. Paul city elec-
tions. Last spring, that group submitted the 
requisite number of signatures to put the pro-
posal before St. Paul voters in the 2008 general 
election. However, the St. Paul City Council 
balked when City Attorney John Choi issued 
an opinion that IRV is more likely than not to 
be determined by a reviewing court to be in 
violation of the Minnesota Constitution.

Last week, St. Paul City Council president 
Kathy Lantry said, “I’ve asked the City At-
torney’s office to take a look at the decision 
handed down (by Judge McGunnigle) and 
give me their thoughts on how the case was 
decided. We’ve heard that it’s likely the plain-
tiffs will appeal the decision to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court. Our resolution stated that we 
would take the matter up again once the case 
is finally decided. I don’t think we’re at that 
point yet.”

District judge turns back challenge to instant runoff voting
IRV opponents say they will 
appeal ruling to higher court

By Jane McClure

A plan for widening and repaving Finn 
Street between Summit and Grand 
avenues was approved last week by 

the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (WSNAC). The project is part 
of the Cretin-Goodrich Residential Street 
Vitality Program that the city of St. Paul has 
scheduled for 2009.

The city typically rebuilds streets like Finn 
to a width of 32 feet. However, that one block 
of Finn will be rebuilt to a width of 36 feet 
to accommodate two-way traffic, parking 
on both sides of the street and a center turn 
lane. According to Jeff Bednar, an engineer 
with SRF Consulting Group, the design will 

allow the street to be easily reconfigured in 
the future if traffic volume warrants it. The 
University of St. Thomas has long-term plans 
for further redevelopment on the blocks on 
either side of Finn.

The St. Thomas campus was expanded 
several years ago to include those two blocks. 
At the time, St. Thomas officials suggested 
closing Finn to all motorized traffic. How-
ever, that was vehemently opposed by nearby 
residents who regularly use the street.

WSNAC member Marc Manderscheid 
argued for banning parking on at least one 
side of Finn Street to improve traffic flow and 
safety, especially in the winter when snow 
piles up and narrows the roadway. Between 
12 and 18 vehicles can park on that stretch of 

Finn at any one time, according to St. Thom-
as vice president Doug Hennes, and a total 
parking ban would result in more motorists 
traversing adjacent residential streets look-
ing for a place to park. Instead, WSNAC suc-
ceeded in pushing through a ban on parking 
at the corner of Finn and Summit to improve 
visibility. 

St. Thomas has 120 underground parking 
spaces below the new McNeely Hall on the 
block east of Finn with plans to expand that 
to 250 or 300 spaces. The college’s condition-
al use permit with the city calls for a total of 
590 underground parking spaces on the two 
blocks.

Another portion of this summer’s Cretin-
Goodrich street repaving project is Goodrich 

between Cretin and Mississippi River Bou-
levard. Part of that street is currently paved 
in bricks. The city’s Department of Public 
Works has told residents that if the bricks are 
to be retained, the entire two-block stretch 
needs to be rebuilt with bricks. 

Fifteen of the 17 homeowners on those 
two blocks have asked the city to rebuild 
the street with bricks at an additional cost to 
them and the city. However, the City Council 
will have the final say on that. The city typi-
cally pays 75 percent of the cost of street re-
construction, with the property owners pick-
ing up the remaining 25 percent. According 
to Public Works officials, repaving Goodrich 
with bricks on these two blocks will cost the 
city an additional $180,000.

St. Thomas advisory committee OKs design for wider Finn Street
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www.cherokeesirloinroom.com

651-457-2729
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West Saint Paul

651-454-6744
4625 Nicols Rd

Eagan

The Cherokee Stimulus Package

Our Customers!

• Top Sirloin $15.95 Complete Meal
• 1/2 Price Bottle of Wine

• All you can eat Shrimp $15.99
• Early Bird 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.

$5.00 off select menu
• Free onion rings with dinner

• Top Sirloin $15.95 Complete Meal
• 1/2 Price Bottle of Wine

• All you can eat
Prime Rib or Walleye $19.99

• Early Bird 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
$5.00 off select menu

• Tini Tuesday – Late Night
Martini Specials

  1802 St. Clair 651699-2445   224 No. Cleveland 651644-4983

$199

20% Off Dry Cleaning

                                                              REMEMBER: If you want a finely
finished shirt collar, we 
are your only choice!

  

Beautifully Laundered
& Pressed on Hangers

and/or Men’s Shirts

Coupon must be presented with 
incoming order.

 Coupon expires 2/28/09.

- No Limit
on Discount!
(Do the Math)

     Includes Drapes

Super COupON

$199

603 West 7th Street, Saint Paul
651-228-9347 • www.chrisandrobs.com

Your Favorite
Chris & Rob’s
From South Mpls.

Now Open in St. Paul!

COLD BEER

Only valid at St. Paul location. $10.00 min for delivery.
Must present coupon. Expires 2/03/09

$1999 2 medium
1-topping

pizzas
thin Crust

ganized the parade unit for the past 15 years, 
said Hi-lex officials first asked Troop 13 from 
St. Columba’s Catholic Church if they’d like 
to wear the costumes in 1948. That was the 
year the heavier papier-mâché gnomes were 
retired in favor of around three dozen lighter 
and more durable plastic costumes, mak-
ing them easier for the Scouts to handle. The 
Scouts first marched in the 1949 Winter Car-
nival and have done so each year since.

However, neither of the two milestones 
would have been reached if it weren’t for  
Rosalie Wescott, the unsung patroness of the 
gnomes.

By 2000, KIK Corporation of Toronto had 
acquired the formerly St. Paul-based Hi-lex. 
In October of that year, a company vice presi-
dent visited the warehouse in Eagan and told 
the employees there to get rid of the gnomes. 
Martin Nistler, an employee and former 
member of Troop 13, tried to explain the his-
toric significance of the outfits, but the vice 
president would have none of it.

“Martin and another employee asked if 
they could take the gnomes,” Wald said, “and 
the vice president said, ‘I don’t care. Just get 
them out of here.’”

Nistler and the other employee managed to 
save the two large gnomes—called “Hi” and 
“Lex”—and nine of the smaller ones, called 
“the Drips.” The rest of the gnomes were de-
stroyed.

The two men each kept a Drip and offered 
the other gnomes to Wally Wescott, who runs 
Wescott Station Antiques at West 7th and 
Chestnut streets. “I planned to sell them,” 
Wescott said, “but then my wife (Rosalie) said 
she thought they’d been in the parade every 
year, including the year before. So I told her I’d 
put them in storage until we found out.”

Meanwhile, Wald’s sister-in-law phoned St. 
Paul Pioneer Press columnist Don Boxmeyer, 
who wrote a piece about the prospects for a 
gnome-less 2001 Winter Carnival parade. 
Boxmeyer’s column, which described the 
gnomes as large “white-wrapped Hershey’s 
kisses,” was instrumental in keeping the 
gnomes in the parade, according to Wald. 
Boxmeyer died on August 10 of last year.

Another former Troop 13 Scout then con-
tacted KIK Corporation CEO David Cyna-
mon, who apologized for the destruction of 
the rest of the gnomes. He sent a $1,000 check 
to the Winter Carnival and pledged to make 
an annual $500 company donation to Troop 
13. The troop uses the money to pay for trans-
portation to summer camp every year.

Once Wescott learned that his wife was cor-
rect, he vowed never to sell the gnomes. He 
contacted Wald to say the few he had would 

be available for the 2001 parade. Every year 
since then, Troop 13 picks up the gnomes be-
fore the parade and returns them afterward.

Before 2001, when there were more gnomes 
than Scouts, Wald asked the kids to bring along 
their friends to march in the parade. Though 
the numbers are now reversed, almost all the 
Scouts in Troop 13 get a chance to participate 
in the parade. It takes four Scouts to carry the 
two banners that are part of the parade unit: 
one that announces the gnomes and another 
that thanks Wescott Station. And though the 
Drips can manage on their own, someone has 
to guide Hi and Lex with ropes—one tug to 
stop and two tugs to start walking again— 
because it’s hard to see out of the costumes.

Every year since his dad acquired the 
gnomes, son Kurt Wescott has spent hours 
erecting a Winter Carnival display in the 
shop’s windows. “Lots of people stop by to 
look,” Kurt said. The Winter Carnival items in 
the window, including one of the Drips, are 
not for sale, but lots of other carnival memo-
rabilia inside the store are, he said.

Wally Wescott recalled a couple of men 

1b caRNIVaL gNomeS

Kurt Wescott hangs a sign identifying the Hi-lex Gnomes and their ownership by Wescott Station Antiques. PHoto by Anne brAndrud

the Hi-lex Gnomes march in the 1949 St. Paul Winter Carnival parade with the help of 
boy Scouts from troop 13. MinneSotA HiStoriCAl SoCiety PHotocaRNIVaL gNomeS c�
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Eye Exams Available  •  6 Days a Week & Evenings.
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651-698-2020

Highland Village

2024 Ford Parkway

We accept most vision plans.

©2007. Pearle, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Use your

new 2009

Vision Benefits or

Flex Spending

New Story Times with Engineer Paul!
Tues. Feb. 3   Sat. Feb. 7    
Tues. Feb 17    Sat. Feb. 21

Story Time always starts at 10:00 am
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Train Movies Are Back
At the Riverview Theater!

Watch Thomas, Buster and all your friends on the Big Screen!
Saturday, Feb. 28 at 11 a.m. at the Riverview Theater.

Free Tickets available at Choo Choo Bob’s!
Bring a Food Item for the Midway Food Shelf!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2050 Marshall Ave.   St. Paul     651-646-5252
M-F  10-8    Sat  10-6   Sun 11-5

Winter Carnival 
highlights

St. Paul will once again play host to 
“The Coolest Celebration on Earth” 
when the 123rd Winter Carnival 

makes its 11-day run from January 22 to 
February 1. Here are some of this year’s 
carnival highlights:

Thursday, January 22—Ice carving 
competitions (through January 25) in Rice 
Park, Royal Coronation at St. Paul River-
Centre,  WinterSkate Ice Rink (throughout 
the carnival) near Landmark Center, Royal 
Coronation at St. Paul RiverCentre.

Friday, January 23—Snow sculpting 
competition (through January 25) at the 
State Fairgrounds, Mixed Curling Bonspiel 
(through January 25) at the St. Paul Curling 
Club, Senior Coronation at the Paul & Sheila 
Wellstone Center, Fire & Ice Pee Wee Hock-
ey Tournament (through January 25) at the 
State Fair Coliseum, Winter Carnival Blues 
Festival at Roy Wilkins Auditorium.

Saturday, January 24—Securian Frozen 
5K and Half Marathon at 6th & Jackson 
streets, Winter Carnival Disc Sports Festival 
(also January 25) at Como Park, Midwest 
Gymnastics Winter Carnival Classic (also 
January 25) at St. Paul RiverCentre, Vulcan 
Coming Out Party at Mears Park, Orchid 
Show (also January 25) at the McNeely Con-
servatory, Winter on the Hill (also January 
25, 31 and February 1) at the James J. Hill 
House, Proex Photo Contest (through Janu-
ary 31) at the Central Library, Grande Day 
Parade in downtown St. Paul, Klondike 
Kates Cabaret at  the Holiday Inn East.

Sunday, January 25—Vulcans Fun Day 
in the Snow at the State Fairgrounds, Keep 
Movin’ at the Como Park Golf Course and 
Ski Hill, art tour at the state Capitol.

Monday, January 26—Showcase St. Paul 
Educational Program (through January 28) 
at the Science Museum of Minnesota. 

Thursday, January 29—New reality show 
in Rice Park.

Friday, January 30—Candlelight tours 
and reading of the Royal Legend (also Janu-
ary 31) at the Central Library, Winter Carni-
val Memorabilia Exhibit (also January 31) at 
the Science Museum, AZ Gallery Kids Art 
Contest (also January 31) at 308 Prince St., 
Family Day (also January 31) at Landmark 
Center, Inflatable Snow Slide (also January 
31) at Rice Park, World’s Toughest Rodeo 
(also January 31) at Xcel Energy Center.

Saturday, January 31—Family Day Green 
Events (also February 1) at Lake Phalen, 
“Fire on Ice” ice racing competition (also 
February 1) at Lake Phalen, Saintly City Cat 
Show (also February 1) at St. Paul RiverCen-
tre, Torchlight Parade in downtown St. Paul, 
Vulcan overthrow of King Boreas near the 
steps of the Central Library, laser light show 
in Rice Park.

Sunday, February 1—Live remote broad-
cast of WCCO Radio at Tom Reid’s Hockey 
City Pub.

Most carnival events are free or offer a dis-
count with a carnival button. Buttons come 
in four different designs and cost $5.00 each. 
They are available at Cub Foods, Super-
America, Snyders and other local retailers. 

For information, call 651-223-7400 or 
visit www.winter-carnival.com.

who stopped by last year. One of them asked 
how much the Drip cost. 

“I told him it wasn’t for sale,” Wescott 
said. “‘Everything’s for sale,’ his buddy said. 
I told them that if they handed me a check 
for $10,000, I’d just hand it back. The guy 
grabbed my hand and said, ‘Good for you. 
I’m glad they’re not for sale. I’m a former Drip 
myself.’”

According to the Wescotts, lots of former 
Drips stop by the shop to reminisce about 
how cold it was or wasn’t inside the costume. 
Wald insists the costumes are plenty warm. 
“Every time someone wears a jacket inside, 
they come out sweating,” he said.

Wald remembers just one parade that 

Troop 13 backed out of—a Torchlight Parade. 
“We used to do both parades,” he said, “but 
the year the ice palace was at Phalen Park 
they wanted us to park blocks away, walk to 
the parade route and then wait around for 
the parade to start. It was minus 20. We went 
home and haven’t done a Torchlight Parade 
since, but we’ve never missed a Grande Day 
Parade.”

Beth Pinkney, the new president and CEO 
of the carnival-sponsoring St. Paul Festival and 
Heritage Foundation, said this year’s Grande 
Day Parade will feature 150 units. The parade 
will step off at East 4th Street and Broadway 
Avenue and make its way down 4th, turn at 
Washington Avenue at Rice Park, and end at 
5th Street and Cedar Avenue. For informa-
tion, visit www.winter-carnival.com.

�b carnival gnomes

by Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council voted on Janu-
ary 14 to require a city site plan review 
for any new single-family homes and 

duplexes built on empty lots in town. The 
council also asked the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission to study potential design guidelines 
and recommend new regulations for such 
construction.

The ordinance and study were requested 
by City Council members Melvin Carter III, 
Dave Thune, Russ Stark and Lee Helgen, 
whose wards have been especially hard hit 
by mortgage foreclosures in recent years. Va-
cant and condemned homes are being torn 
down and replaced with new housing that is 
too large for their respective lots or otherwise 

incompatible with the surrounding neighbor-
hood, the City Council members said.

“They’re just as ugly as can be,” said coun-
cil member Dan Bostrom of some of the new 
homes built in his East Side ward. “They just 
don’t fit into the surrounding neighborhood.”

A manufactured home was recently placed 
sideways on a 40-foot lot on Geranium Ave-
nue on the city’s North End, according to Hel-
gen. The side of the house facing Geranium 
has no windows or doors, just a blank wall. 
New houses need doors and windows facing 
the street as well as setbacks that match other 
houses in the area, Helgen said.

Until now, new single-family homes and 
duplexes in St. Paul did not need a site plan 
review unless a variance was sought to the 
city’s zoning regulations. 

St. Paul requires site plan review 
for any new homes or duplexes
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Bob Reidell & Associates offers your new home!
Visit www.bobreidell.com to view all our properties & more.

BOB REIDELL

Bob Reidell Results

651.696.0855

®

2016 Merriam Ln. Splended Victorian with loads of 
character, wood burning fireplace, hardwood floors, 
4BRs, 2BAs, across from Merriam Park.   $329,900

1575 Summit Ave. This Georgian Rectilinear Mansion has been 
carefully updated offering all new mechanicals, 5BRs, 5BAs, 
4-car garage + 2-car garage carriage house.   $1,800,000

1009 Summit Ave. Stunning mansion has been refurbished 
top to bottom, inside & out with new mechanicals, modern 
amenities & old world charm. 5BRs 4BAs.   $2,150,000

2152 Temple Ct. Incredible 1-1/2 story has been completely 
updated with new mechanicals, garage, & gourmet kitchen. 
Hardwood floors, fireplace, & backyard paradise!   $289,900

1530 Edgcumbe Rd. Distinctive Colonial offers elegant spaces 
for living & entertaining, 3 fireplaces, 7BRs, 5BAs, overlooking 
the bluffs on a spectacular 2 acre lot.   $1,795,000

1964 Marshall Ave. Wonderful owner-occupied triplex 
offers spacious units with stained glass windows, natural 
woodwork, and hardwood floors.   $329,900

2050 Stanford Ave. Originally a church & then studio home 
of George Morrison. State of the art renovation, modern 
loft space, four bedrooms, three baths.   $625,000

1468 Carroll Ave. Well-maintained 2-story with three 
bedrooms, three baths, updated kitchen, large main 
floor family room, hardwood floors.   $222,000

1212 Smith Ave. Charming two bedroom with eat-in 
kitchen, hardwood floors, & fabulous main floor family 
room with fireplace & vaulted ceilings.   $198,500

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

wELCOMiNg LiTURgiCAL wORsHip
Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Rite of Healing 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF i-94 ON DALE sT.

By Jane McClure

A proposal by booster club members to 
develop a new baseball field, practice/ 
T-ball field and small picnic pavilion 

on the west half of Dunning Field will be re-
viewed by the Lexington-Hamline Commu-
nity Council at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 26, 
at the council offices, 1216 Selby Ave.

The new baseball field would to be located 
at the northeast corner of Syndicate Street 
and Marshall Avenue, on an open area that is 
currently used for pickup baseball and soccer 
games. The picnic pavilion would be north 
of the new field and the practice/T-ball field 
would be just west of the Dunning Recreation 
Center. The proposal would also provide 
spectator seating on the slopes by Syndicate 
and Marshall, expanded batting cages, land-
scaping around the fields, and refurbishing of 
the existing practice field and driveway off of 
Marshall. 

No city funds are being sought for the proj-
ect. The Dunning Boosters hope to raise the 
money from outside grants and are working 
with the St. Paul Division of Parks and Rec-
reation and the nonprofit group Friends of 
St. Paul Baseball. If funding can be obtained, 
work would start this summer and be com-
plete in 2010.

The field plans have raised question for Lex-
ington-Hamline residents as well as members 
of the Union Park District Council. UPDC 
members said on January 7 they want more 
details about the proposal and how it would 
affect other users of the west end of Dunning, 
which currently includes three ballfields, bat-
ting cages, open space and play equipment. .

“People aren’t necessarily for or against the 
proposal, but they’d like more information,” 
said Barb Gunther, a Lexington-Hamline resi-
dent who serves on the district council.

Though many neighborhood children play 
organized ball at Dunning, she said there are 
also families who would like to have open 
space where kids can play without partici-
pating on a team. The corner where the new 
baseball field and hillside seating would go is 
currently used as a sledding hill.

“It just seems like a disproportionate 
amount of space there is dedicated to base-
ball,” said UPDC member Mike Madden.

Jim Kelley, president of the Dunning Boost-
ers, said there still would be open field space 
under the proposal and spectator seating 
would not totally eliminate the sledding hill. 

He said the boosters are open to working with 
neighbors on the plans. “It’s not our intent to 
kick anyone out,” he said.

The booster club was formed in 1979 with 
three youth baseball teams serving ages 10-15. 
Now more than 300 kids play ball at Dunning. 
The club is affiliated with Little League Base-
ball serving kids ages 8-12 and the Minne-
sota Twins’ Reviving Baseball in Inner-Cities 
(RBI) program for young people up to age 18. 
The club also oversees the Midway summer 
baseball program.

Kelley said the revamped fields would en-
able the boosters to establish T-ball for kids 

ages 6-7 and add a fall baseball league for kids 
ages 10-13. It also would enable Dunning to 
serve as a host site for the RBI program.

One question that UPDC and Lexing-
ton-Hamline Community Council (LHCC) 
members would like to see addressed is the 
status of the Dunning Management Commit-
tee, a group composed of representatives from 
the LHCC, Dunning Boosters, Youth Express 
and Farm in the City. The committee was set 
up in 1978 after the LHCC successfully sued 
the city to demand a say in programming at 
Dunning. The agreement gave the committee 
control of the 7.5-acre area of Dunning west 
of Griggs Street. The city still controls the 
11.5-acre area to the east, which is primarily 
used for adult softball and baseball.

The committee used to meet quarterly 
with city staff to schedule the Dunning facili-
ties, with most of the focus on the rec center 
building. However, the committee has not 
met since the building was closed by the city 
a year ago. It is now leased to the nonprofit 
youth arts organization Arts-Us. Some dis-
trict council members said they would like to 
see the management committee once again 
have more of a say in the use of Dunning. 

Kelley said the boosters notified the district 
council of its plans last year, at a time when 
the UPDC was going through a staff change. 
The LHCC was also contacted. “We’d like to 
have been able to discuss our plans with them 
sooner, but we’re willing to address issues 
now,” he said.

The booster club has also shared its plans 
with other field users, including Higher 
Ground Academy, Concordia University and 
Central High School.

According to Kelley, the intent is to make 
sure no one is left without field space. “We 
have a lot of different field spaces and uses in 
what is a fairly small area,” he said.

The Dunning Boosters are proposing a new youth baseball field, practice/T-ball field and 
picnic pavilion on the northeast corner of Syndicate Street and Marshall Avenue. 

Boosters pitch plan to improve youth ballfields at Dunning
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	 3233 East 40th St.

	 612-729-2358
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00

BETWEEN HIAWATHA & MINNEHAHA ON 40TH ST.

SATURDAY 8:00 - Noon
ON 40TH STREET BETWEEN HIAWATHA & MINNEHAHA

Featuring:

                                          WINDOWS
  • Replacement   • Remodeling

Hiawatha Lumber
Across the river but in 
your neighborhood.

Convenient and closer than you think.
Quality Building Materials
For Your Building Projects.

OPEN HOUSE 
February 11th from
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

There will be Drawings,
Giveaways, $10/unit Botox 
(open house night only), 
Skin Consultations, Makeup. 

It's a New Year
to celebrate a New You

20% off any

January
Special

Laser Package

2050 St. Clair Avenue     (651) 690-3333     www.StPaulLaser.com
We are located only a few blocks south of Grand Avenue.

TM

We are proud providers of: 
SkinCeuticals, Eminence Organic Skincare,

and Jane Iredale Mineral Cosmetics 

By Jane McClure

More than 40 people turned out 
for a January 12 meeting of 
the Highland District Coun-

cil (HDC) Community Development 
Committee, Most of them were there 
to voice their opposition to Project for 
Pride in Living’s plan to build a 44-unit 
apartment building at West 7th and 
Springfield streets, near the base of the 
Snelling Avenue hill. Most objections 
to the project centered on housing den-
sity, traffic and parking. Some also ques-
tioned whether the project would bring 
more crime to the neighborhood.

PPL plans to purchase and demolish 
six properties—three homes on Benson 
Avenue and two homes and the former 
Movie Station video rental business on 
West 7th. In their place, PPL would erect 
a three-story apartment building. The L-
shaped structure would include 11 one-
bedroom units, 22 two-bedroom units, 
and 11 three-bedroom units.

PPL is a 36-year-old nonprofit agency 
that helps families become self-sufficient 
through housing, job training, educa-
tion and other services. Providing stable 
housing is at the core of PPL’s mission, 
according to executive director Steve 
Cramer.

PPL, which served more than 12,000 
people last year, owns or manages more 
than 800 housing units in St. Paul, Min-
neapolis, New Hope, Robbinsdale and 
St. Louis Park. More than 200 of those 
units are supportive housing where ten-
ants are offered case management and 
other services.

Ten of the units in the Highland 
building would be supportive housing, 
offering rent assistance and services for 
families who have been homeless for 
long periods of time. PPL is still rais-
ing money for the project. It also needs 
a zoning variance from the city for lot 
size. A minimum lot size of two acres 
is required for that many units, and the 
property is 1.3 acres.

PPL is also seeking Low-Income 

Housing Tax Credits from the city and 
the state to help pay for the $1.5 million 
project. Those would be awarded by 
the St. Paul City Council, acting as the 
Housing and Redevelopment Author-
ity (HRA) Board, and by the Minnesota 
Housing Finance Agency. Last year the 
HRA provided $100,000 to help PPL 
secure land for the project but declined 
to issue the housing tax credits until 
PPL had discussed the project with the 
neighborhood.

Construction could start as early as 
2010 with occupancy in 2011. The de-
velopment would pay $27,000 per year 
in property taxes plus assessments.

Because the property is in an area 
where the side streets are not connected 
to the city’s storm sewers, PPL plans to 
provide a system of swales and rain gar-
dens, with some runoff reused for irriga-
tion and other runoff diverted to storm 
sewers along West 7th. PPL would also 
pay to rebuild the streets adjacent to the 
project.

Benson Avenue resident Randy Siegel 
told the HDC committee that he would 
welcome PPL to the neighborhood and 
he encouraged others to do the same. 
Though he was heckled for his com-
ments, he added, “Would you rather see 
people in affordable housing and trying 
to make something of themselves or liv-
ing in the street?”

“In the street,” one audience member 
replied.

Edgcumbe Road resident Pat Fabio 
advised PPL officials that “If a neighbor-
hood objects, you shouldn’t subject (your 
tenants) to a hostile environment.”

“I think your obligation is to turn this 
down,” Hillcrest Avenue resident Mar-
shall Johnson told the HDC committee.

PPL officials offered to give local resi-
dents tours of their other housing, and a 
handful of them signed up. “If we’re so 
fearful about this coming in, the least we 
can do is sign up and visit one of their 
properties,” said Juno Avenue resident 
Hal Clapp. He criticized opponents of 
the project for fear-mongering and some 
members of the HDC for speaking out 
against the project. “People in positions 
of power in this room are acting like 
children,” he said.

Cramer challenged the assumptions 
some opponents had about prospective 
PPL tenants. Most of them will pay rent 
that, while affordable, isn’t wholly subsi-
dized, he said. To qualify for the housing, 
tenants may not make more than 50 to 
60 percent of the Twin Cities area’s me-
dian income, or no more than $45,000 
per year. “If this is like our other proj-
ects, people will be employed,” Cramer 
said. “They won’t make a lot of money, 
but they’ll be employed.”

All tenants in the building would have 
to undergo PPL’s standard background 
check. Those not in the program for 
long-term homeless families would also 
need to have good credit and rental his-
tories.

The HDC committee made no rec-
ommendation on the project. Instead 
it requested more information on the 
management of other PPL properties 
and on parking, traffic and housing 
density. Some local residents expressed 
concern that the neighborhood already 
has too much multi-family housing.

HDC board member Bill Poulos said 
the HDC should work to bring more 
businesses and jobs to the area rather 
than more housing. “My concern is that 
we’re getting a lot of density—not just 
low-income people, but people in gen-
eral,” he said.

Several opponents of the project criti-
cized local land use plans that call for 
multi-family housing on the PPL site. 
HDC committee chair Shawn Bartsh, 
who worked on both the Shepard-Dav-
ern Small Area Plan and the District 
15 Plan, noted that the PPL site was re-
zoned for multi-family housing because 
it is on a bus line.

Neighbors wary of pride in Living’s plan 
for new affordable housing on West �th

By Jane McClure

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron-
delet are one step closer to build-
ing a new senior housing and 

health care facility at the southwest 
corner of Randolph and Fairview av-
enues. The St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion on January 16 recommended re-
zoning the property from single-family 
to multi-family residential and granted 
the project a conditional use permit to 
accommodate skilled care nursing and 
assisted living services.

The St. Paul City Council will vote 
on the rezoning request following a 
public hearing in February. Any zoning 
change will not affect the zoning of the 
adjacent College of St. Catherine cam-
pus, which will remain single-family 
residential.

The proposed housing and health 
care facility is a collaboration between 
the Sisters of St. Joseph and Presbyte-

rian Homes and Services. The sisters 
will continue to own the land and will 
share ownership of the buildings with 
Presbyterian Homes, which will also 
manage the facility and its services. 
Presbyterian Homes owns and manag-
es a variety of senior housing, hospital 
and health care facilities in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Iowa.

The new four-story complex will re-
place the five-story Bethany Convent 
and will be connected to the sisters’ 
adjacent Carondelet Center, chapel and 
Provincial House. The plan is to set the 
new buildings back from Fairview Av-
enue to save as many trees as possible 
and allow for additional landscaping. 
Construction could begin as early as 
summer and be completed by 2011.

The new complex will provide up to 
152 independent-living apartments, 52 
assisted-living apartments and 40 care 
center suites. Member of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph will be given first priority in 

living there, but about 30 percent of the 
units are expected to be available to the 
general public. 

A variety of medical services will be 
available for residents of the facility and 
the surrounding neighborhoods. Con-
gregate dining and classes and activities 
in spiritual and educational develop-
ment will also be offered.

According to project planners, the 
new complex is not expected to gener-
ate much additional traffic. The plans 
submitted to the city call for 204 off-
street parking spaces, including 142 
in a parking garage. The city requires 
a total of 108 off-street parking spaces 
for residents and employees of a facility 
of that nature.

City staff recommended approval of 
both the zoning change and the condi-
tional use permit, as did the Highland 
District Council. City staff approval of 
the site plan for the project is still pend-
ing.

rezoning recommended for new senior housing 

Benson Avenue resident 
Randy Siegel told the 
HDC committee that 

he would welcome PPL 
to the neighborhood. 

“Would you rather see 
people in affordable 
housing and trying 

to make something of 
themselves or living in 
the street?” he asked.

Agency assures local 
residents of quality of 
apartments, tenants
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Viewpoint

The many sides of Mary Jane
To the editor:

Re: “Death of a perennial candidate” (January 7 Villager): 
I shamelessly took advantage of Mary Jane Rachner’s 
reputation as a crank and filed against her in the 1984 
Republican primary election for the District 4 seat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. I thought that an unknown 
candidate like me might be preferable to a known “zany” like 
her. Little did I know. Mary 
Jane got the votes and became 
the nominee. As a Republican, 
I was something of a ringer 
and Mary Jane deserved to 
win. During the course of 
that campaign, I got to know 
Mary Jane and realized that it 
was wrong to think of her as a 
“little old lady in tennis shoes.”

We competed again in a St. 
Paul School Board election. 
I saw another side of Mary 
Jane that time, too. When 
the School Board candidates 
gathered for an Urban League 
forum, the genuine pleasure with which the people greeted 
Mary Jane was due to the fact that in her spare time she 
volunteered as a tutor for disadvantaged school children. 
Of course, Mary Jane would not have uttered a word like 
“disadvantaged.” She would have used plain English.

Mary Jane once used a large, fake spider as a campaign 
prop to tease those who reacted to her as if she were crazy 
and they had “A-Rachner-phobia.” I heard her impeccable 
objection to a proposed diversity curriculum: “Diversity 
is a fact. You don’t teach diversity. You might try to teach 
tolerance.” Yet Mary Jane sounded like the very apostle of 
intolerance all too often with her own flagrant homophobic 
prejudices, which were “principles” in her mind.

It was many years later that I learned about her automobile 
crash in the 1970s, which must have had lasting aftereffects. 
To recover as much as she did, and to persevere in spite of it 
and all the ridicule she received because of her eccentricities, 
was a testament to her determination and strength of 
character.

Mary Jane wasn’t easy to pigeonhole politically. She 
changed at one point from a scripted “drug war” advocate to a 
reformist in opposing prohibition. When Minneapolis police 

killed an elderly African-American couple in a mistaken-
address drug raid, Mary Jane went to the victims’ funerals. 
She told me there were few people there. She believed the 
entire city should have attended. 

After her years of go-it-alone politicking, her election to 
the Ramsey County Board of Soil and Water Commissioners 
gave her the chance to savor an electoral triumph. In the 
quirky ranks of perennial candidates, a few are one-time 
winners turned perpetual losers, such as Harold Stassen and 
Dick Franson. Most of the others only encounter contempt 
or indifference. But fate capped Mary Jane’s career with the 
reward she had longed for—election, at last, to a position of 
trust and service. Good for her!

Oliver Steinberg
St. Anthony Park

IRV fails constitutionality test
To the editor:

Troy Trooien argues that it is somehow wrong for a 
winning candidate to have more votes against than for 
(Villager Inbox, January 7), as is often the case in our system 
of plurality elections. This argument is not only misguided, 
but irrelevant. 

Seemingly, the proponents of instant runoff voting (IRV) 
have found a solution to a non-problem. It does not and 
should not matter what the winning candidate’s margin of 
victory is. Fifty-two percent, 66 percent, 103 percent—if 
the IRV backroom math is applied long enough, any result 
is possible. That is one of the reasons why preferential 
voting schemes were ruled unconstitutional in Minnesota. 

The other tired old argument IRV advocates suggest is 
that we can just go shotgun an election, eliminating caucuses 
and primaries. This is foolish. It would drastically diminish 
interest and participation in the important, long and, yes, 
occasionally unpleasant process of sorting out our candidates.

I support empowering the voter with clarity, rules and 
a process that treat each vote and voter equally, with an 
understanding of, confidence in and reliance upon the 
counting methods and results. One voter, one vote, counted 
fairly and equally. IRV fails this test.

Mike Beach
Merriam Park

Inbox

INbox c9

Mary Jane Rachner in 1985.

Minnesota’s new 
unsettling reality

By Dane Smith

The Minnesota Budget Trends Study Commission 
recently issued a solid, credible, even compelling 
analysis of the current condition of the state’s economy 

and the state’s long-term budget challenges.
Chaired by former finance commissioner Jay Kiedrowski 

and former human services commissioner Kevin Goodno, 
the commission was established by the Minnesota Legislature 
in 2007 to study the implications of demographic trends for 
future state budgets, including expected revenue collections 
and expected spending for state government services and 
local services supported by state revenue.

The 15-member commission consisted of five members 
appointed by the governor, five appointed by the Senate’s 
Subcommittee on Committees, four appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and one appointed 
by the minority leader of the House of Representatives.

The report did not write a prescription for resolving 
Minnesota’s current budget crisis—that wasn’t the purpose of 
the commission—but it’s hard to see how the commission’s 
recommendations can be adopted while clinging to the 
no-new-taxes orthodoxy that has prevailed in Minnesota 
over the past decade. The most important features of the 
commission’s report are these:

• Official recognition that our state’s economy in recent 
years has underperformed in comparison to the rest of the 
nation—a new and unsettling reality for Minnesota.

• Demographic trends clearly indicate that there will soon 
be a much higher proportion of our citizens in both the dawn 
and twilight of their lives. And that segment of the population 
is much more dependent on both public investment (schools 
and other early-childhood needs) and economic security 
safeguards (health care and other support for seniors).

• Inflation should be figured into all state budget forecasts 
so that budget decisions can be made based on more accurate 
fiscal assumptions.

• The commission recognized the volatility inherent in 
Minnesota’s revenue system, but it did not recommend 
further reductions in state income taxes or a sweeping 
overhaul of the tax system.

• Budget and cash-flow reserves must be restored to the 
state treasury. With a projected shortfall of more than 
$5 billion over the next two years, it’s unrealistic to expect 
that near-term restoration can occur without some 
combination of spending cuts and revenue increases.

• Shifts and other accounting gimmicks, which have been 
used in the past to balance state budgets in lieu of spending 
cuts and revenue increases, must be avoided.

But perhaps the most important language in the report 
can be found in its very first paragraph, which gives credit 
to private and public investment for having created and 
sustained Minnesota’s prosperity and quality of life: “Prudent 
and adequate investments in education, infrastructure and 
technology have fueled enhanced productivity, innovation 
and global competitiveness. Overall, Minnesota’s economic 
growth rate has outpaced the national average and the state 
has led in many social and economic indicators.”

It’s mostly our once amply funded public sector that has 
provided vital educational and infrastructure investments. 
We had relatively higher taxes for many decades, but also 
one of the best and smartest work forces in the nation and 
public works systems and public higher-education facilities 
that were the envy of other states. At the same time, we had 
relatively more generous economic security safeguards for 
the elderly and low-income and working-class families, 
expanding their purchasing power and relative prosperity.

The experiment with tax cuts for high-income earners, a 
no-new-taxes dogma in the face of ongoing budget crises, 
and disinvestment in our public sector have not produced 
the economic growth that was predicted. In fact, the opposite 
is true and Minnesota is now slipping as measured by both 
economic and quality-of-life indicators.

 
Dane Smith, a resident of Highland Park, is the president of 

Growth & Justice, a nonpartisan organization that advocates 
for fair taxation and smart public investments as the  
foundation for a just society. 
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Open House

Breaking Ground Soon!

bike boulevard fits city’s plan
To the editor:

I was amused by two letters to the editor in the recent Villager 
regarding the proposed bicycle boulevard on Highland Parkway. 
I attended and spoke at several meetings of the Highland District 
Council (HDC), and it was evident from almost the beginning that 
being open-minded is not a requirement to serve.

Letter writer Roger Maulik and the HDC committee have been 
vocal from the beginning that in their view the Highland Parkway 
route is unsafe for cyclists. If safety is the primary concern, then the 
Highland Parkway route should pose no problems whatsoever. The 
bicycle boulevard does not change parking or access for those who 
live on Highland Parkway. The proposal does include lowering the 
speed limit from the current 30 mph to 25 mph and adding signs 
indicating that the route gives priority to cyclists. This provides a safe 
east-west cycling route and should redirect some vehicular traffic 
away from the parkway to other streets like Ford Parkway.

Mr. Maulik suggests adding striped bike lanes as an alternative. 
Cyclists would certainly welcome that, but given the width of the 
streets, that would probably require banning on-street parking, 
something I’m sure Mr. Maulik and the HDC committee would take 
issue with.

Letter writer Chuck Lennon feels that cyclists are a “blight” and 
generally law-breaking scofflaws. This topic has been debated before, 
and while there are certainly bicyclists who do not obey traffic laws, 

there are certainly more drivers who ignore them as well. May I 
suggest that Mr. Lennon go sit on a street corner in Stillwater some 
summer weekend and watch and especially listen to the other two-
wheel machines that roll through the streets. Unlike motorcyclists, 
bicyclists don’t make noise and don’t pollute. We pay taxes and have 
the same rights to use the roadways.

I hope that Pat Harris and the rest of the St. Paul City Council can 
look at the big-picture advantages of having a bicycle boulevard on 
Highland Parkway. It adds to the increased cycling infrastructure 
that the city is looking and planning for, connects to the extensive 
bicycling trails in Minneapolis, and provides a safe venue for cyclists 
from all over the metropolitan area to travel through our beautiful 
neighborhoods. Voting for this project would exhibit both leadership 
and a willingness to consider the needs of the entire city over the 
objections of a few.

Kevin MacAfee
Macalester-Groveland

Standing with israel
To the editor:

As one of the delegates on the Minnesota trade mission to Israel 
last month, I know that the carefully planned mission is succeeding 
in building Minnesota trade and business with Israel. This benefits all 
Minnesotans.

renewable fuels won’t solve looming energy crisis
By Rolf E. Westgard

In its latest annual energy outlook, the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) predicts that U.S. wind turbines will 

supply 101 billion kilowatt hours (bkwh) of 
electricity to the country’s electrical power 
grids in the year 2020. That’s just 2.14 percent 
of the total U.S. electric power supply of 4,723 
bkwh projected for 2020. Undeterred, the 
Minnesota Legislature has passed SF0004, 
the Renewable Energy Standard Bill, which 
requires our largest utility, Xcel Energy, to get 
25 percent of its energy from wind turbines 
in 2020, or 10 times the wind contribution 
estimated by the EIA.

There’s a reason for the EIA analysts’ 
caution. Unlike conventional fuels for 
electrical power—coal, natural gas and 
nuclear power—wind power is erratic and 
intermittent. It will turn itself on and off 
whether the electric grid needs it or not. 
Denmark’s electric grid is widely reported 
to get 20-30 percent of its power from wind 
energy. It doesn’t. Denmark’s 5,300 wind 
turbines are capable of producing 20 percent 
of Denmark’s total electric demand, but 
when they do, Denmark has to look around 
for somebody to buy it, since the grid can’t 

use most of the wind power at the time it’s 
generated. 

Hundreds of giant corn-to-ethyl-alcohol 
stills now dot the Midwest landscape. They 
use 4/10ths of a bushel of corn to produce 
one gallon of ethanol, which currently sells 
for $1.65. The raw corn for this gallon of 
ethanol costs $1.65, and that doesn’t include 
the costs of production and transportation.

Even with a 30- to 35-cent benefit from 
selling byproduct animal feed, ethanol 
production doesn’t pencil out. This is a major 
reason why VeraSun, our largest ethanol 
producer, recently declared bankruptcy. 
And the wholesale price of gasoline, which 
has 30 percent more energy than ethanol, 
is currently $1.09 per gallon. For ethanol to 
account for 20 percent of our gasoline supply, 
we’d need our entire 10 billion bushel corn 
crop.

Another frequently overlooked issue is the 
time required to bring a major new fuel to 
the world’s energy supply. Until the mid-19th 
century, wood burning powered the world. 
Coal gradually surpassed wood in the first 
part of the 20th century. Oil was discovered 
in the 1860s, but it was a century before it 
surpassed coal as our largest energy fuel. 
The world has invested trillions of dollars 

in the infrastructure to mine, process, and 
deliver coal and petroleum. As professor 
Vaclav Smil of the University of Manitoba 
recently put it, “It is delusional to think that 
the U.S. can install in 10 years the wind and 
solar generating capacity equivalent to that 
of thermal power plants that took nearly 60 
years to construct.”

There’s a role in our energy supply for 
alternative sources like wind and biofuels. 
However, the assumption that they’ll make 
a major contribution in the near-term is 
distracting us from hard choices involving 
conservation and lifestyle changes.

We do have a looming energy crisis. Coal 
is a growing environmental problem, and oil 
supplies may well peak in the near future. 
We need to improve energy-efficiency with 
upgraded buildings, high-mileage vehicles 
and electric public transportation. However, 
well-intentioned statements that we can 
repower our electricity generation in a 
decade with alternative fuels are delusions we 
cannot afford to harbor.

A resident of Macalester-Groveland, Rolf 
Westgard is a member of the American As-
sociation of Petroleum Geologists and the 
Geological Society of America.
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Unlike the radical regimes supporting terrorists, both 
the U.S. and Israel are democracies allowing freedom of 
speech where hateful lies compete with truths for the public’s 
attention. Israel’s sworn enemies are tyrants denying freedom 
of speech and the press and fanatics who use people as 
human shields for hidden offensive weapons. They also train 
children as homicidal terrorist martyrs, opposing peace at 
any cost.

While Israel, a country smaller than New Jersey, works to 
defend itself from daily Hamas rocket and mortar attacks 
against civilians, a perverted propaganda machine spews 
lies to support those dedicated to Israel’s destruction. Hamas 
receives oil money to support propaganda and terrorists. 
Israel has only friends of the truth. Israel takes great risk to 
notify thousands of Gaza civilians to evacuate before they are 
about to strike a terrorist military target. Hamas does no such 
thing when intentionally attacking Israeli civilians daily.

President Obama has wisely recognized that Israel must 
defend her right to exist and protect her children, just as 
he would protect his children. I proudly stand with Israel, 
fighting for a secure two-state solution and a sustainable 
peace in the Middle East.

Brian H. Davis
Highland Park

Partisanship and the Bush years 
To the editor:

Since we’re looking back at the last eight years, I’d like to 
reflect on some of the most memorable moments of the 
hyper-partisans who never failed to use an issue to further 
their own political agenda. Every misstep by the U.S. in Iraq 
was highlighted, while every suicide bombing of the innocent 
was ignored. I don’t recall seeing anyone taking to the streets 
to protest suicide bombing. 

Who could forget Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s 
insistence in early 2007 that the war in Iraq was lost, placing 
our brave soldiers in even greater harm’s way by encouraging 
the enemy to fight even harder. I wonder what FDR would’ve 
done about a senator who made this type of statement 
during World War II. When General Petraeus testified before 
Congress in 2007, Senator Hillary Clinton had the audacity 
to insult him by telling him his progress report requires “a 
willing suspension of disbelief.”

Now we know that the general was right; his surge strategy 
worked. Yet the hyper-partisans still won’t give any credit 
to the troops who sacrificed so much. Read David Bellavia’s 
book, House to House, about the battle for Fallujah and tell 

me our troops didn’t make a huge difference. Even the I-35W 
bridge collapse brought new opportunity for the hyper-
partisans, who quickly seized on the tragedy for their own 
political advantage. The final NTSB report proved them all 
wrong, of course.

I could go on, but would it really matter to the hyper-
partisans who are so blinded by their own hate and rage?

 
Walter J. Huemmer

Highland Park

Let us respect all human life
To the editor:

The Nazi Holocaust was the worst thing that was ever 
allowed to happen in history. In Germany, physicians were 
led into participating in the “final solution” of the mass 
extermination of Jews. One of the earliest steps toward this 
mass extermination was euthanasia performed on vulnerable 
infants and children with severe disabilities. The euthanasia 
was justified on the grounds that the children’s quality 
of life was limited. The circle of people considered to be 
unworthy of life was gradually expanded to include criminals, 
homosexuals and finally people of the Jewish faith. 

How did it happen? Why couldn’t someone or some nation 
have prevented it? Were people afraid to speak out for fear of 
being persecuted themselves? The Holocaust was a horrific 
part of history and remains painful to this day.

What is happening currently with the abortion of 
unborn children is painful to me. From 1973 to 2007, the 
state Department of Health reported 530,314 abortions 
in Minnesota. During that same time, the U.S. recorded 
49,523,945 abortions. That is one baby aborted every 26 
seconds, or 3,304 babies every day.

How did it get to this point? How can we as Americans 
sit by and allow this to happen? Has the propaganda that 
everyone has the “freedom to choose,” even if it means 
the death of so many babies, become acceptable within 
our culture? Are we afraid to speak out of fear of being 
persecuted? 

This is not a political issue. It is about respect for all human 
life. It doesn’t matter if we are a baby in the womb, a 1-day-
old baby, handicapped, elderly, learning-disabled or an 
Alzheimer’s patient. We must not be afraid to respect each 
and every human life.

The babies who are being aborted cannot speak for 
themselves. We must speak for them. We must tell our U.S. 
representatives, senators and President Barack Obama to not 
support the Freedom of Choice Act. This act would remove 
all limitations on abortion, even the modest restraints and 

regulations on abortion that we currently have. Partial- birth 
abortion would again be legal. The parental notification law 
would no longer be in effect. Girls of any age would be able 
to obtain an abortion without the consent of their parents. 
Those babies who are born alive after an abortion would not 
be guaranteed care or protection. Your tax dollars could be 
used to help fund abortion.

Why don’t we use our tax dollars to help give mothers 
the freedom to choose life by getting them care during 
their pregnancy, assisting them with food stamps, housing, 
education and child care or helping them make other choices 
such as adoption? Let us as a nation make sure that all are 
given the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Katie Dauer
Highland Park

The kindness of Clo-Spin
To the editor:

I have been a patron of Clo-Spin Cleaners on St. Clair 
Avenue for eight months, and I have never had a bad 
experience at this establishment. Rather, I should say that I 
have had nothing but good experiences. The management is 
always friendly and accommodating, keeping the equipment 
up to date and in fine working order. The best thing, though, 
is my fellow patrons.

A few months ago I had to leave in between loads and 
realized that I had left my laundry money sitting on top of my 
machine. Upon returning, I found that someone had placed 
a box over the money to dissuade anyone from taking it. 
Just the other night I found that I had left some nice clothes 
and, returning the next day, found them waiting for me. It’s 
experiences like these that revive my faith in humanity and 
make me proud to be a member of the St. Paul community.

Thank you, Clo-Spin Cleaners and fellow patrons.

Tyson Nimmick
Summit Hill

It’s winter in Minnesota: Smile and your lips might crack
By Bill Stieger

A friend of mine was cross-country 
skiing the other day when he called 
me from his cell phone to extol the 

benefits of exercising outdoors during the 
winter. Between laborious exhalations, he 
spoke of the breathtaking view from his 
perch atop a hill at the local golf course and 
offered to outfit me with his extra pair of skis. 

“Sure,” I said, “I’ll be right there, as soon as 
I learn to play the piano. Are you kidding? 
I’m freezing right here in my own living 
room!” 

“But you’ll feel so much warmer when you 
get home after skiing,” he said.

We all know the type: the Minnesotan, 
often of Scandinavian descent, who revels in 
spending a weekend in January camped on 
a frozen lake, who loves to compete in snow-
shoe marathons, who on a dare will don a 
swimsuit and jump through a hole in the ice. 

Not me. I am utterly bereft of the Aryan 
heartiness required for winter jollity. Unlike 
my Nordic brethren, I don’t feel exhilaration 
upon the endurance of misery. I take no 
pleasure in seeing snow snaking across 
a highway in a polar wind. Frozen stars 
winking in an inky black sky do not warm 
my soul.

The miseries of winter are endless. The 
season unfolds in a string of infirmities. 
December begins with a near-tubercular 
cough, and the aptly named “crud” hangs 
on through the holidays. Influenza follows 
in January, forcing you to spend at least 
one night camped out in a sleeping bag 
beside the bathroom toilet. Coughing, 

hacking, sneezing—you hear it constantly in 
Minnesota whenever you’re in a crowd. Your 
child comes home from school with viruses 
that your doctor cannot treat. The parched 
air chaps your lips and makes them bleed if 
you do ever happen to smile. In winter, no 
good humor goes unpunished.

Then, of course, there are the seasonal 

miseries inflicted by the automobile: the 
starter that ululates in descending tempo as 
your car battery expires, the tires that go flat 
in subzero temps, the two-handed gyrations 
and high-pitched screeches of scraping ice 
off a windshield. Your mechanic begins to 
call you by your first name, and he’s even got 
your credit card number memorized. 

And there’s the shoveling, shoveling, 
shoveling. Or the snowblowing, 
snowblowing, snowblowing. The former 
will blow out a disc in your back or burst 
your aorta. The latter will chew up your arm 
if you’re not careful clearing out the blades. 
Whichever method you use to remove the 
snow, the ice will remain on your sidewalk 
and steps. So keep your letter carrier in your 
prayers lest you find yourself subpoenaed by 
the U.S. Postal Service. 

Winter invariably involves the discovery 
of an empty bank account. Even those who 
are fortunate enough to remain employed 
can be overwhelmed by heating bills or 
credit cards maxed out by holiday giving. 
The aforementioned automobile expenses, 
the hats, mittens, gloves, boots and thermal 
underwear that somehow vanish and need 
restocking every December…well, I’ve heard 
of “pay to play,” but “pay to stay miserable” 
presses up against the few principles I try to 
live by. 

At the outset of every winter, I’m reminded 
of the wisdom of bears. Do you think they 
hibernate through the season because of the 
cold? Of course not. They’re born wearing 
bearskin coats. No, they hibernate because 
of all the work that’s involved in surviving 
winter. It isn’t worth the effort. 

Bears merely slow their metabolism 
and while away the winter without getting 
hungry. Smart thinking in my book. While 
the bears are sleeping in comfort, I’m out 
in my garage coughing and sneezing while 
foraging for the jumper cables. Little do I 
know that my girlfriend’s car isn’t going to 
start this morning either.

Nobody told Jack Fenlon (right) and Nick Tucci about the miseries of winter. Along with 
a horde of other hearty Minnesotans, the 7-year-olds scored with an afternoon of fun 
during Frost Fest last Saturday at the Groveland Recreation Center.  phoTo by bRAd STAuFFeR

Do write, won’t you?
The Villager welcomes letters to the editors. In fact, the 
more the merrier. To be considered for publication, how-
ever, letters must be signed and include a telephone num-
ber for verification purposes. Please send your letter to 
the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116, 
e-mail letters@myvillager.com or fax it to 651-699-6501.
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By Jane McClure

Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) of-
ficials and members of the Central 
Corridor light-rail project staff are 

trying to get on the same frequency regard-
ing noise and vibration mitigation. However, 
whether the two sides can reach an agreement 
and not jeopardize the $914 million light-rail 
project remains to be seen.

An agreement to work together on the noise 
and vibration issues over the next month was 
announced on January 14 during the Met-
ropolitan Council’s Corridor Management 
Committee meeting. Earlier that day, St. Paul 
Mayor Chris Coleman met with MPR and 
Metropolitan Council representatives to see if 
the two sides could work something out.

Last month, MPR threatened to sue over 
the light-rail project, saying that noise and 
vibrations from the light-trail trains would 
have an adverse impact on its Cedar Avenue 
broadcasting complex. The rhetoric became 
so heated that at one point MPR threatened to 
move out of downtown St. Paul if the light-rail 
project proceeds as planned.

The threat of a lawsuit sparked a war of 
words, with Met Council chairman Peter Bell, 
rail advocates and elected officials on one side 
and MPR and its advocates on another. MPR 
has waged a high-profile campaign on its 
stations and website to raise concerns about 
the potential negative impact from light-rail 
trains running past its facility. Central Corri-
dor project staff have been hearing from MPR 
supporters from as far away as Japan.

In December, Bell posted a letter on the 
Met Council’s website pointing out that  
Cedar Avenue is the best option for light rail 
in downtown St. Paul. He cited the many years 
of study and noted that making changes to the 
project at this late point would delay the start 
of construction by at least a year.

On January 14, Bell sounded a more con-
ciliatory tone. “I think MPR has raised some 
valid and legitimate concerns,” he said. Bell 
believes measures can be taken that would 

address MPR’s concerns.
However, MPR president Bill Kling remains 

unconvinced. He made it clear that if neces-
sary MPR would take measures to protect its 
facilities and mission. He also made it clear 
that participation in the month-long process 
does not commit MPR to accept the results. 

The ongoing debate, as well as a request 
from the Federal Transportation Administra-
tion (FTA), has already pushed back the rail 
project’s timeline. Plans to send a final envi-
ronmental impact statement draft to the FTA 
on January 12 have been postponed at the 
agency’s request. “They said it would behoove 
the project to bolster our document on noise 
and vibration issues,” said Central Corridor 
project manager Mark Fuhrman.

The FTA would also like more time to re-
view design features and conduct a financial 
analysis. The delays have postponed a federal 
decision on final design from July to Septem-
ber. Fuhrman said construction of the rail line 
would not start until the fall of 2010 and not 
that summer. The line is still expected to be 
completed in 2014 as planned.

Although a fall construction start may not 
be ideal Fuhrman indicated it was better than 
losing an entire season.

Much of the Corridor Management Com-
mittee’s time on January 14 was spent discuss-
ing how to mitigate noise and vibration from 
the light-rail trains. Reducing vibration would 
have to be done as the line is built. Rail tracks 
can be placed on a floating slab built on top of 
large metal coils. Insulation made from shred-
ded tires can also be used with floating-slab 
technology, or rubber and metal resilient fas-
teners could be placed on the track to mitigate 
vibrations.

Mitigating noise may come down to simply 
not sounding the trains’ bells and horns. MPR 
already deals with emergency vehicles from a 
nearby fire station whose sirens register at 100 
decibels. The bells from the nearby Church of 
St. Louis and Central Presbyterian Church are 
83 decibels. A light-rail train horn is 95 deci-
bels and its bell is 79 decibels.

MPR, Met Council agree to hear 
each other out on light-rail noise

Met Council plan puts faster 
buses on Snelling, West 7th

The Metropolitan Council voted on Jan-
uary 14 to adopt its 2030 Transporta-
tion Policy Plan, which attempts to ad-

dress the region’s transportation needs by the 
year 2030. Several new transitways are includ-
ed in the plan, include light rail, commuter 
rail, dedicated busways, and rapid transit bus 
routes. The 200-page document also calls for 
more bus routes, bus and car pool lanes, bus 
routes on highway shoulders, and toll roads. 
A key proposal is to conduct a study by 2010 
of ways to better move people through the 
area’s major transportation corridors.

Locally, the 2030 plan calls for studies 
of rapid transit bus routes on nine arterial 
streets, including West 7th Street and Snelling 
Avenue. The routes, which would provide 
faster and higher-frequency bus service, can 

be implemented more quickly and more cost- 
effectively than light rail or dedicated bus-
ways, the report noted.

The plan would put one rapid transit bus 
route on Snelling Avenue from Rosedale to 
Ford Parkway, then through Highland Vil-
lage and over the Ford Bridge to the Hiawatha 
light-rail line. The West 7th rapid transit bus 
route would be just one segment of a line be-
tween Maplewood Mall and I-494 and even-
tually on to Eden Prairie.

The plan also calls for more north-south 
bus routes to serve the planned Central Corri-
dor light-rail line, including a proposed route 
on Lexington Parkway. City officials believe 
the connection to the Central Corridor war-
rants trying that route again. Lexington had 
a bus route in the 1990s, but it was cut due to 
low ridership.

For more information on the 2030 trans-
portation plan, visit www.metrocouncil.org.
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�

At� Twin� Cities� Eye�
Specialists,� we� specialize�

in� helping� you� see� your�
best.�

Whether� you� simply� need� an�
eye�exam�for�glasses�or�contact�
lenses� or� if� you� have� an� eye�
condition�that�requires�medical�or�
surgical� treatment,� we� are�
committed� to� helping� you� achieve�

your�best�results.�

Considering�Lasik?��We�offer�the�latest�
in� Lasik,� including� advanced� wavefront�

laser�vision�correction.�

Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!

5 Star Café 651 696 0909
ACS Mobility 651 224 3547
American Family Insurance 651 696 9096
Anytime Fitness 651 789 1010
Buffet King 651 695 9605
Champp’s Americana 651 698 5050
Cooper’s Super Valu 651 699 3530
Fantastic Sams 651 698 2100
Kiev Foods 651 690 5655
La Hacienda Mexican Restaurant 651 699 3213
Money X Change 651 690 5070
Nile Chiropractic Clinic 651 699 1222
Plaza Tobacco 651 699 6747
Queen of Sheba Café & Restaurant 651 690 0068
Subway 651 690 1333
SVS Vision 651 695 0526
TT Angel Nails 651 699 1044
Tuesday Morning 651 698 1355
Yarmo Liquor Store 651 698 0707

By Jane McClure

St. Paul officials are hoping to have a better 
idea by January 28 of what will and what 
won’t have to be cut to balance the city’s 

2009 budget. Suggestions made last week by 
City Council members and city staff ranged 
from eliminating 2009 street paving projects 
to encouraging city employees to retire early 
or take unpaid leaves.

“We have to assume we’re going to take a 
cut in aid from the state and that it’s going to 
be substantial,” said City Council president 
Kathy Lantry.

Minnesota officials indicated late last year 
that the state deficit for the 2009-2011 bienni-
um could be $4.8 billion. Members of the city’s 
legislative delegation have since informed the 
City Council that the actual deficit could be 
closer to $7 billion. City officials should know 
shortly. Governor Tim Pawlenty is scheduled 
to unveil his proposed state budget by the end 
of January, and a new financial forecast for 
Minnesota is expected in early February.

“There’ll probably be permanent adjust-
ments to the aid we get from the state,” said 
city finance director Margaret Kelly. “All indi-
cations are that it’s going to get worse.”

City departments are already drawing up 
plans to cut spending by as much as 20 per-
cent, as ordered by Mayor Chris Coleman in 

December. Department heads are also look-
ing at restructuring their operations for the 
long term. St. Paul has about 3,300 employees, 
and about 80 percent of the city’s expenses are 
in personnel, so staff cuts are inevitable. City 
officials are also considering a package of in-
centives to encourage employees to retire.

About 180 city workers could retire now 
and receive full pensions, Kelly said, but she 
does not expect more than 55 of them to ac-
cept the retirement package. “It’s probably a 
tough time to suggest retirement,” Kelly said, 
noting the many people who have seen their 
savings eroded over the past year by the stock 
market’s downturn. In a typical year, 80 to 100 
city employees retire, she said, but in 2008 
fewer than 50 did.

The retirement incentives are still being 
discussed, but could include a lump sum pay-
ment or the payment of health care costs. The 
package would only be available for a short 
time. Employees would have to decide to ac-
cept it by early February and retire by the end 
of February. 

Despite the city hiring freeze imposed by 
Coleman last month, the positions of retirees 
may still be filled, Kelly said. However, city de-
partments also may realign job duties or fill 
positions at a lower salary. 

The city’s labor unions have been “very re-
ceptive” to the idea of retirement incentives, 

according to Angie Nalezny, the head of hu-
man resources for the city. 

Coleman has frozen the salaries of the city’s 
approximately 70 nonunion employees, in-
cluding himself and his appointees. Coleman 
is also encouraging the City Council to freeze 
its salaries and the salaries of its staff.

The City Council is also considering slash-
ing spending on capital improvements. Ear-
lier this month, the council gave preliminary 
approval to a winter bond sale for such proj-
ects as the 2009 residential street-paving pro-
gram, the 2009 Capital Improvement Budget 
and the new fire station now under construc-
tion at West 7th Street and Randolph Avenue. 
However, it is possible that part of the bond 
sale could be canceled.

“Are there capital projects that can be de-
layed or stopped?” asked Ward 2 City Coun-
cil member Dave Thune. “If it comes down 
to closing a rec center versus fixing a street, I 
know which way I’d go.”

It isn’t clear what impact canceling the bond 
sale would have. Most of the projects approved 
for 2008-2009 have either been completed or 
are under way. One street repaving project that 
could be on the chopping block is the Cretin-
Goodrich project in the northwest corner of 
the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood.

The City Council has asked the mayor to 
clamp down on spending on supplies, equip-

ment, leases and consulting contracts. Cur-
rently, Coleman must sign off on any city 
purchases of $5,000 or more. Some council 
members would like to see that threshold low-
ered to $1,000. The council has asked for lists 
of city purchases planned for 2009 to see what 
can be postponed.

Then there is the issue of unfunded man-
dates from the state. According to Lantry, the 
Minnesota League of Cities is preparing a pre-
sentation for state lawmakers to show them 
how much the programs that are mandated by 
state law are costing cities. St. Paul City Coun-
cil members said it is likely the city’s 2009 leg-
islative agenda will be amended to ask for the 
repeal of some state mandates.

One state-mandated expense that is being 
targeted by the City Council is the require-
ment to publish notices of meeting minutes, 
new ordinances, public hearings and other in-
formation in a legal newspaper. Cities, coun-
ties and school districts have tried for years to 
get that law changed to allow for publication 
on the Internet. However, their efforts have 
been opposed by data practices advocates and 
the Minnesota Newspaper Association.

That single state requirement cost the city 
of St. Paul more than $50,000 last year. “That 
may not sound like much in the larger scheme 
of things,” Thune said, “but to me it’s another 
job position that could be saved.”

City officials strive for less painful ways to balance budget

By Jane McClure

St. Paul has a good Police Department that 
has yet to reach its full potential, accord-
ing to a report presented to the St. Paul 

City Council on January 14 by Ohio-based 
Berkshire Advisors. The report suggested that 
the Police Department needs to be commit-
ted to providing more community policing 
services through its work with neighborhood 
groups and block clubs. The report will now 
go to police administration and union repre-
sentatives for their review. 

The report comes when the city is in a hir-
ing freeze and budget cuts loom on the ho-
rizon. The 14 new officers who were to be 
added to the force in 2009 have been placed 
on hold. Also shelved was a proposal to pro-
mote about half a dozen officers to sergeant to 
enhance department management.

Mayor Chris Coleman and Police Chief 
John Harrington praised the report. “Given 
the tight budget times we’re working in, we 

need this assessment,” Harrington said.
Coleman said it was crucial to gain an out-

sider’s perspective on the city’s police opera-
tions. He added that St. Paul also must recom-
mit itself to community policing.

Dave Titus, head of the Police Federation, 
said he looked forward to reviewing the re-
port in more detail. “If we can save some 
money here and there, make the streets safer 
and make things safer for cops on the street—
great,” he said. 

Along with the need to spend more time on 
community policing, the report focused on 
departmental management. It expressed con-
cern that the department lacks a firm hand 
and cited the need to set clear performance 
goals and expectations, and to provide more 
training for managers.

Other recommendations in the report in-
clude the following:

• Dropping the city’s mounted patrol or 
cutting it back to summers only.

• Trimming the canine unit by redeploying 

nine of 21 positions.
• Adding a crime data analyst to each of the 

three police districts.
• Moving officers to a new unit that would 

focus on “career criminals.”
• Making changes to the Police-Civilian 

Internal Affairs Commission, whose effec-
tiveness was criticized in the report. Recom-

mendations included having the commission 
report to the mayor’s office, not allowing po-
lice to be voting members and allowing the 
commission to appoint independent investi-
gators as needed.

• Setting up problem-oriented policing units 
in each of the city’s three police districts.

• Increasing the amount of proactive time 
an officer has to about one-third of his or her 
schedule. The report said that would counter 
concerns that officers tend to be more reactive, 
running from call to call rather than working 
to prevent problems from occurring. 

• Eliminating two-person patrol cars. How-
ever, that would mean adding squad cars at a 
time when the city is looking at cutting costs.

The Police Department has added 75 offi-
cers in the past three years and now has about 
600 sworn officers. However, the manage-
ment and communications structures have 
not kept up with that growth, according to the 
report, nor have investments in squad cars 
and equipment.

St. Paul police get passing grade, ideas for improvement

The mounted patrol at National Night Out.
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• CHIMNEY REPAIR AND REBUILDING • PHOTOVOLTAIC  SYSTEMS • FLAT ROOFS • SKYLIGHTS

• SHINGLE ROOFS • TILE ROOFS • FLAT ROOFS • SLATE ROOFS • CEDAR ROOFS • GREEN ROOFS •

2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service, 

We can also help you with Roof Repairs, Chimneys, 

Custom Sheet Metal, and Gutters.

Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details, 
so you won’t have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship.

Quality, value, and craftsmanship have been the hallmarks 

of Garlock-French for over 76 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

ST
. F

RANCIS•ST. JAM
ES

U
N

I T
E D SCH

O
O

L

St. Francis-St. James
United School

Open Houses During Catholic School Week
Each School Day January 26 thru January 30, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Round-up Thurs. January 22nd, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

651-228-1167
486 View St., St. Paul, MN 55102

www.sf-sj.org
Call for further information and/or appointment to visit

Small classroom environment — experienced
staff — an inviting neighborhood school

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

City debates early closing for 
restaurants serving wine, beer

The St. Paul City Council will continue its 
public hearing on Wednesday, January 21, on 
whether to require restaurants with wine and 
beer licenses to close no later than 1:00 a.m. 
Restaurants with full liquor licenses are al-
lowed to close as late as 2:00 a.m. under state 
law.

According to Christine Rozek of the city’s 
Department of Safety and Inspection (DSI), 
the change is needed because several restau-
rants have been using their wine and beer li-
censes to operate as de facto nightclubs. The 
city has revoked some of those licenses, and 
last year it prohibited restaurants with wine 
and beer licenses from offering large-scale en-
tertainment.

The city requires businesses with wine and 
beer licenses to demonstrate that at least 60 
percent of their annual revenue comes from 
food sales. 

City Council member Lee Helgen said that 
a handful of restaurant owners in his Ward 5 
have “lied over and over again” about meet-
ing the city’s requirement to serve food with 
beer or wine orders. “We have places that 
have operated as nightclubs on the cheap,” he 
said. According to him, the result has created 
neighborhood nuisances.

Ward 3 City Council member Pat Harris 
said he wants the earlier closing time applied 
only to new wine and beer licenses. Business-
es that are not causing problems should not be 
penalized, he said. However, Ward 4 council 
member Russ Stark questioned whether that 
would be fair to new license holders.

Planet Ink fined for piercing 
without parental consent

The St. Paul City Council voted on Janu-
ary 7 to fine a University Avenue tattoo parlor 
$700 for allowing a 14-year-old girl to have 
her tongue pierced without parental consent. 
Jennifer Cobb, the owner of Planet Ink at 1449 
University Ave,. had asked the city to waive 
the fine, citing economic hardship. “Nobody 
right now is doing very good,” she said.

The piercing came to light in November 
2007 when the father of the 14-year-old com-
plained to St. Paul police that his daughter had 
come home with her tongue pierced. Police 
and city licensing staff investigated and found 
that parental consent had not been obtained.

The independent contractor who pierced 
the girl’s tongue subsequently pled guilty to 
a misdemeanor. Body piercing of a person 
under age 18 without the written consent of 
a parent or guardian violates state law. The 
independent contractor paid a $300 fine and 
served 16 days in jail.

According to Cobb, the independent con-
tractor no longer works at Planet Ink and 
Cobb now performs all body piercing at the 
business. “I love kids, kids of all ages, and I 
wouldn’t allow this to happen,” she said.

Though the illegal piercing was carried out 
by an independent contractor, the business 
owner still bears responsibility, according to 
Assistant City Attorney Rachel Tierney. “We 
don’t license the artist; we license the loca-
tion,” she said. 

Replacement work slated for 
Griggs St. pedestrian bridge

The Metropolitan Council has approved $1 
million for the replacement of the pedestrian 
bridge over I-94 at Griggs Street.

The Met Council’s Transportation Com-
mittee and Transportation Advisory Board 
had recommended replacing the bridge, 
which was torn down late last year after the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
discovered that concrete on the bottom of 
the bridge was falling off and weakening the 
structure. 

Bids for the bridge replacement will be 
accepted in February with construction an-
ticipated later this year. A Met Council report 
indicates that the intent is to have the project 
completed before school resumes in Septem-
ber.

The pedestrian bridge was used extensive-
ly by students of Concordia University and 
Central High School and by residents of the 
Skyline Towers on their way to and from the 
Dunning Recreation Center.

Union Park wants progress 
made on Ayd Mill bike trail

The Union Park District Council (UPDC) 
passed a resolution on January 4 calling for 
the city to move forward with the construc-
tion of a 1.5-mile off-street bicycle trail along 
Ayd Mill Road. 

The city risks losing the $1.1 million fed-
eral grant for the project that is set to expire 
in March. The city obtained a one-year exten-
sion on the grant last year, and UPDC mem-
ber Mike Madden questioned whether a sec-
ond extension would be granted. The federal 
grant was matched three years ago with $1.2 
million from the city.

The bicycle trail has been on the drawing 
board for several years. The city would like a 
long-term lease to build the trail just east of 
the Canadian Pacific Railroad tracks that par-
allel Ayd Mill Road on land owned by the rail-
road. However, Canadian Pacific officials are 
concerned about bicyclists traveling too close 
to the tracks. 

The UPDC would like to see the trail 
moved onto city-owned land west of the rail-
road tracks. The city has objected to moving 
the trail in the past for fear it would hamper 
linking it to other bike trails and make it more 
difficult to rebuild Ayd Mill Road.

License conditions amended 
for Blue Door in Merriam Park

The St. Paul City Council on January 14 
voted to amend the license conditions for the 
Blue Door Pub at 1811 Selby Ave. The condi-
tions were imposed last September when the 
Merriam Park restaurant opened. 

The City Council voted to extend last call 
for food, wine and beer at the Blue Door from 
midnight to 12:30 a.m. However, all patrons 
must be out of the pub by 1:00 a.m. The coun-
cil also forbade the pub from offering any spe-
cials or price reductions on wine or beer after 
10:00 p.m.

As is standard for restaurants in St. Paul, the 
Blue Door may only serve wine and beer in 
conjunction with food, and it must show that 
at least 60 percent of its gross revenue each 
year is from food. The Blue Door also must 
post signs telling patrons that when exiting, 
they need to show respect for neighbors.

St. Paul Smart Trips works 
to prevent slippery sidewalks

St. Paul Smart Trips has launched a cam-
paign in conjunction with the city of St. Paul 
to keep sidewalks clear of snow and ice for 
pedestrians and those with disabilities by 
enlisting neighbors to leave door hangers at 
properties where snow and ice have not been 
cleared. The door hangers are being distribut-
ed through most of the city’s district councils. 
They stress the importance of clearing side-
walks and provide information about local 
ordinances and resources for snow removal.

For more information, including a print-it-
yourself door hanger, visit http://www.smart-
trips.org/sidewalks. If the door hanger fails to 
do the trick, sidewalks in need of shoveling 
may be reported by calling 651-266-8989 or 
e-mailing snowshovel@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and John Wadell.

News Briefs
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Move Ahead in Your Career
Earn a law degree through  
Hamline’s full-time  
weekday or part-time  
weekend programs.

Learn from Hamline’s 
nationally recognized 
full-time faculty

Control your schedule

Attend an open house:
January 31 or March 7
10 a.m.  – 12:00 p.m.

Hamline University Campus 
RSVP:  (800) 388-3688

www.hamline.edu/law

Join us for our…
Kindergarten Information Night

February 5, 6:30 p.m.
New Student Application Deadline 2009-2010

February 26
Spring Concert – May 28, 6:30 p.m.

Education

By Kevin Driscoll

Hoping to reverse the steady 
decline in its enrollment 
over the past seven years, 

Longfellow Elementary School 
will introduce the classical method 
of instruction next fall beginning 
with its kindergarten and 1st grade 
classes.

“The classical approach is perfect 
for our humanities curriculum,” 
said Mark Vandersteen, the princi-
pal of Longfellow, a magnet school 
at 318 Moore St. that has empha-
sized the humanities in its curricu-
lum since 1970. “Part of it involves 
introducing Latin to a group of aca-
demic disciplines, including history, 
literature, philosophy, the arts and 
foreign languages and cultures.” 

“We decided to add the classical 
method after learning it was one 
of the suggestions made by par-
ents in the Homecroft community 
last year,” said Denise Rodriguez, a 
Longfellow Spanish teacher for the 
past 21 years and a member of its 
Site Council and School Revitaliza-
tion Committee. 

The St. Paul Public Schools closed 
Homecroft Elementary School in 
Highland Park last June. Longfel-
low’s enrollment has dropped 47 
percent since 2001-02, from 412 to 
220 students in grades K-6. Long-
fellow’s building has the capacity to 
accommodate 550 students. 

The classical method “is a positive 
fit for the school,” said Longfellow 
Site Council co-chair Bob Muellner, 
the parent of a Longfellow 3rd-
grader. “Adding Latin gives a lift to 
the little ones for the future learning 

of languages as well as scientific and 
other terms.”

“We already have Spanish class-
es,” Vandersteen said. “With Latin, 
we’ll be introducing the basis for 
several other languages, including 
French and Italian, not to mention 
the language of biology, medicine 
and philosophy. In kindergarten 
and 1st grade, the kids will begin to 
hear Latin words and their connec-
tions to English words. They likely 
won’t understand them at first, but 
that’s OK. They’ll remember them 
down the road.”

That is the essence of a classical 
education: As students move up 
through the grades, they revisit al-
ready learned material with a new 
perspective.

The classical method has three 
basic components—grammar, log-
ic and rhetoric. “In the context of 
classical instruction, those words 
describe much more than what 
most people think of,” Vandersteen 
said. “Grammar is the foundation 
or basic materials of any subject. It 
is the collection of its parts and the 
mechanics of how they work. So in 
math, for example, it is the numbers, 
symbols and functions.” 

In the grammar stage of a classi-
cal education, students in the earli-
est grades are deluged with infor-
mation in all subjects at a time in 
their lives when they can readily 
memorize lots of facts and repeat 
them even if they don’t necessarily 
understand them.

The second stage, logic, is the 
organization of those facts into a 
whole to understand their relation-
ships. “This is when students begin 

to question why and how things fit 
together,” Vandersteen said, to de-
velop analytical skills by connect-
ing themes, ideas and causes. While 
students in the grammar stage may 
have memorized the dates and 
events of the Civil War, in the logic 
stage they learn about the causes of 
the war and how it relates to other 
conflicts, such as the American 
Revolution and the Spanish Civil 
War. 

In the third stage, rhetoric, stu-
dents learn to use what they learned 
in the earlier stages to solve prob-
lems, formulate their own ideas and 
express opinions with clarity.

The classical model of education 
has been popular at Nova Classical 
Academy, a public charter school 
in Highland Park that opened in 
2003 for grades K-6. Nova currently 
serves more than 400 students in 
grades K-8 with plans to expand 
to 9th grade next fall, according to 
Brian Bloomfield, Nova’s director of 
curriculum and instruction.

Located in the former St. Greg-
ory’s Church and School at 1668 

Montreal Ave., Nova has added 
satellite classrooms on the school 
grounds in recent years as it search-
es for a new site on which to expand. 
“We’re looking at two different op-
tions,” Bloomfield said, “finding a 
short-term site for a split campus or 
a long-term site for a K-12 school.”

Longfellow has been losing about 
25 students a year since the 2001-02 
school year. For the past two years, 
it has also failed to make adequate 
yearly progress as defined by the 
federal No Child Left Behind Act. 
If in student testing this year it fails 
to meet those standards again, the 
school will be placed in the “needs 
corrective action” category.

Longfellow has initiated several 
programs in its efforts to avoid cor-
rective action. “We’ve received new, 
separate state funding for our Alter-
native Delivery of Special Services 
program,” Vandersteen said. The 
idea, he said, is to “identify chil-
dren with special education needs 
through early intervention, rather 
than waiting two years under the 
traditional model. We’re seeing real 

progress in grades K-3.”
Longfellow is also participating 

in an Americorps program that has 
college student volunteers tutoring 
children in grades 1 and 2 in read-
ing and helping students in grades 
4-6 prepare for the state’s Basic Skills 
Test. Members of St. Mary’s Epis-
copal and Olivet Congregational 
churches in Merriam Park also vol-
unteer as math and reading tutors at 
the school. 

According to Vandersteen, it 
may take five or six years to expand 
the classical model to every grade 
at Longfellow. “Throughout the 
phase-in, we want families on the 
site council and the various plan-
ning committees to be thoroughly 
involved in determining how quick-
ly to introduce each step,” he said. 

With the classical method of in-
struction, “we’re looking to establish 
an extra level of rigor and expecta-
tion,” Vandersteen said. “In the clas-
sical method, the child is ultimately 
responsible for her or his education. 
We’re excited about bringing it to 
Longfellow.”

Nice fit for 
Longfellow
Merriam Park school 
to adopt the classical 
method of instruction 

Longfellow kindergartners Nathalia Schmall, left, and Malee Yang point out their home town on a globe 
for teacher Patti Nelson. Next fall as 1st-graders, they and the school’s incoming kindergartners will be get-
ting their lessons according to the classical method of instruction.  Photo bY brad Stauffer
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ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
450 N. Syndicate St., Suite 350 • St. Paul, MN 55104

651-690-4364            stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net

Saturday, January 24th, 2009   12:00pm

MUSICAL STORY HOUR
Think story hour at the library.

Then add music,
singing, creative movement and

LOTS of imagination.

Drop-in tickets are $10 for the
whole family – all ages are welcome!

Call for reservations.

By Bob Gilbert

Dugsi Academy, a K­-8 charter 
school whose student body is 
nearly entirely Somali, will take 

its first step in the process of becoming 
a full-fledged high school when it adds 
9th grade for the 2009-2010 school year.

Located in the Griggs Midway Build-
ing at University and Fairview avenues, 
the school has as its mission to help 
its students integrate into the fabric 
of American society while honor-
ing the East African traditions of their  
foreign-born parents.

Forty percent of Dugsi’s 225-member 
student body was born either in Somalia 
or in refugee camps as a result of the civil 
war that has been waged within that na-
tion since 1991. The remaining 60 per-
cent were born here of immigrant par-
ents, most of whom never finished high 
school themselves. 

Dugsi means “school” in Somali, but 
the word has other connotations as well. 
“Dugsi is a very good word,” said Abdul-
kadir Osman, the school’s executive di-
rector. “It also means a sanctuary from 
fear and hardship.”

Osman said budget cuts have elimi-

nated many bilingual translators in 
traditional public schools. However, 
Somali-speaking parents can communi-
cate directly with their children’s teach-
ers at Dugsi, which enable them to play 
a more active role in their children’s edu-
cation. Some students at the school have 

bilingual parents, but the majority speak 
Somali exclusively. Ninety-five percent 
of the students come from low-income 
families for whom English is their sec-
ond language. 

Amina Said, 11, listens intently during class at Dugsi Academy on University 
Avenue. Behind her is classmate Zakaria Osman, 10. PhOtO By BrAD StAUffer
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School 
sanctuary
East African culture 
meets Western 
education at Dugsi
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Longfellow Humanities
Elementary School

  Preparing
  Amazing
  Children
  for Amazing
  Futures
  “A posse
       ad esse”

Open House & Multicultural Fair
February 12, 2009 – 5:00 p.m.

318 Moore Street, Saint Paul, MN 55104

651.293.8725  

Grades Pre-K thru 6th Classical Instruction Model
Core Knowledge & Latin Science, Spanish, & Art
All Day Kindergarten AM & PM Pre-K Program
Small class sizes Band & Strings instruction
Gifted & Talented Program Citywide Busing

This event is for 6th grade students 
and their parents who are considering 
Murray for their Junior High in 2008-
2009. We’re at 2200 Buford Avenue, 
St. Paul 55108. 

Come to the
Murray Junior High

SHOWCASE
Monday February 11, 2008

6:30 to 8:15 PM

For information and 
directions see: 
www.murray.spps.org
or call 651-293-8740.

Highland Elementary raises 
$1,100 for malaria relief

A suggestion by one of the youngest students at High-
land Park Elementary School snowballed into a 
major fundraiser this winter that could end up sav-

ing more than 100 children on the other side of the world.
The school raised just over $1,100 for the Malaria No 

More campaign by holding a garage sale just before the 
holidays. Kindergartner Tess Albert-Stauning suggested 
the event after reporting on the plight of African children 
during the school’s weekly “Tuesday News Day” session, 
which invites students to bring up and discuss current 
events. 

Kindergarten teacher Linda Lilja said the sale took off 
as students got into the fundraising spirit. Donations were 
still being collected in early January, and a pizza party was 
planned for the class that brought in the most money. At the 
time, it appeared the kindergartners had a slight lead over 
the 3rd-graders, who were being led by Tess’ sister, Emily.

Lilja said the money will be used to purchase mosquito 
nets at $10 apiece to protect children from contracting ma-
laria, a disease that results in 3,000 deaths in Africa every 
day. For more information, visit malarianomore.org.

Linda Lilja and her Highland Elementary kindergartners.

Roosevelt Community Education, 4029 28th Ave. S., Minne-
apolis, is offering the following: a film class focusing on French 
masters of suspense, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays, February 10-
24 ($32.50); a woodworking class for women, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, February 18-March 25 ($61); a class on looking 
10 years younger, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays, January 26-
March 16 ($59); a class on the 1934 truckers’ strike in Min-
neapolis , 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 10 ($5.00); and 
a history class on crooks and crime fighters, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 24 ($5.00). Call 612-668-4828.

Erin Keane of High-
land Park has pub-
lished a children’s 
book, The Copycats. 
Now a sophomore 
at Cretin - Derham 
Hall, Keane wrote 
the story in a 7th-
grade English class 
at Nativity School. It 
tells about a young 
girl who discovers 
the virtue of being herself. Visit www.tatepublishing.com.

A Grape Stomp Challenge will be held on Saturday, February 
7 to raise money for the second phase of the playground proj-
ect at the Rondo Education Center, 560 Concordia Ave. The 
center has been awarded a $75,000 grant from the city of St. 
Paul’s Neighborhood Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR) program 
and needs to raise money to match it. The principals from the 
three schools in the building will join a surprise guest for a live-
ly grape stomp that will take place during a “fun-raiser” at 6:30 
p.m. at the Children’s Museum, 10 W. 7th St. The adults-only 
evening will include live and silent auctions, live music, bever-
ages and appetizers. Admission is free. Call Maggie O’Reilly at 
651-221-0058 or Anne Hartnett at 651-227-2237.

The West 7th Community Center, 265 Oneida St., is offering 
scholarships for adult learners who are residents of St. Paul’s 
West 7th neighborhood. The funds come from money that 
remained after the closing of the Oneida Education Center 
that once operated in the West 7th area. The St. Paul Founda-
tion is currently managing the fund. Individual grants of up to 
$1,200 will be made to those chosen by the selection commit-
tee. Grants must be used toward a postsecondary education, 
training certificate or degree program or for expenses that will 
enable the adult learner to further his or her education. Con-
tact Jane Gregerson at 651-298-5493, extension 215. 

School Notes
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The school takes care to respect 
its students’ background and cul-
ture. Female students wear a hijab, 
a traditional Somali head scarf, 
along with long-sleeve shirts. All 
students are allowed time to pray 
during the course of the school 
day. School lunch is served halal, 
the Muslim version of kosher.

Dugsi primarily educates stu-
dents from neighborhoods near 
downtown Minneapolis and the 
Midway area of St. Paul, but some 
come from as far away as Blaine, 
Edina and Richfield. The school 
also addresses the needs of the 
greater Somali community by of-
fering adult education in such sub-
ject areas as nutrition, reading and 
health.

The tuition-free school receives 
funding from the state and the fac-
ulty, which is half Somali and half 
American, teaches a curriculum 
that meets Minnesota Department 
of Education benchmarks. Aca-
demic coordinator Virginia Heesch said the 
school earned a passing grade last year on the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Achievement test 
by concentrating its curriculum on phonics 
and giving each student an extra 30 minutes 
of reading time each day.

“We focus on what our students have to 
learn to become fluent in English,” Heesch 
said, “but we’re not just an ESL (English as a 
Second Language) school. We also have a spe-
cial education component and a gifted and 
talented program. Our East African students 
have the same needs as any other culture.”

The school also teaches world languages, 
like Arabic, which is widely spoken in East 
Africa. “For our students, Arabic is not hard,” 
Osman said. “They go to Islamic schools on 
weekends in order to maintain their culture 
and their Muslim religion. Kids connected to 
those weekend schools are fluent in Arabic 
already.”

About half of the 10 million Somali people 
have fled their homeland since the civil war 
broke out 18 years ago. Somali immigrants 
began arriving in the Twin Cities in 1993. 
Minnesota now has a population of around 
60,000 Somalis. Dugsi is one of three Somali 
charter schools in the state. The others are in 
Minneapolis and Rochester.

According to Osman, the reason so many 
Somali came here is because Minnesota wel-
comed them. “The only negative thing about 
living here is the cold,” he said. “As a people, 
we’re used to living in the desert. But the 

people and government here have been very 
accommodating and they allow us every  
opportunity.

“When Somalis come from other states, 
people ask, ‘How did you get this opportu-
nity?’ I tell them keep in mind that we’re in 
Minnesota.”

Dugsi is sponsored by Pillsbury United 
Communities, a Minneapolis nonprofit or-
ganization that sponsors 14 charter schools 
in all. It helps the schools with their missions, 
reviews board minutes and monitors their 
curricula and finances.

“We recently brought in other charter 
school administrators to do a peer review of 
Dugsi,” said Chandon Smith Baker, Pillsbury’s 
vice president of strategic partnerships. “As a 
result, we renewed our sponsorship of Dugsi 
for another three-year period.

“We also did a one-on-one student review 
where we interviewed students in private,” she 
said. “I remember vividly the responsibility 
and sense of pride the students had in their 
school. Their idea of citizenship can certainly 
be a model for other schools.”

Dugsi opened in 2005 with grades K-5 and 
has been adding a grade each year since. The 
academy currently leases 30,000 square feet 
of space at Griggs Midway, leaving room for 
further expansion.

“The parents of our students want us to 
continue what we’re doing here and that’s why 
our plan is to add another grade each year 
through high school,” Heesch said.

For information, visit dugsiacademy.org.
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Please register by calling 612-728-7756 • School-age children welcome

www.MinnehahaAcademy.net

Preschool through Grade 8:
South Campus

4200 West River Parkway, Minneapolis
Thursday, January 22 at 6:45 p.m. 

Upper School Grades 9 through 12:
North Campus

3100 West River Parkway, Minneapolis
Monday, January 26 at 6:45 p.m.

Preschool through Grade 5:
Bloomington Campus

10150 Xerxes Avenue South
Thursday, February 5 at 6:45 p.m. 

Preschool through Grade 8: 
South Campus

4200 West River Parkway, Minneapolis
Thursday, February 26 at 6:45 p.m. 

Minnehaha Academy
Upcoming Admission Information Programs

Minnehaha Academy
Upcoming Admission Information Programs

Where students thrive and excel academically in a nurturing Christian environment

Mano’s Highland Village Montessori

  
   -  Toddler and Pre-School
       (Full Time and Part Time)
  Montessori program for Pre-Schoolers
     Cooking, Art, Science, & Spanish

Call for a tour 651-690-9363
1882 Ford Parkway • St. Paul

   2 immediate infant openings
                     ~ also ~
Now enrolling for Summer & Fall

My child has been 
identified as gifted.

Now what? How do I
choose the best options for 

my child and family?

Capitol Hill
Gifted and Talented

Magnet School
a Saint Paul Public School

Challenging Academically
Gifted Learners in a Diverse

School Community
Open House

Junior High  February 5
at 6:30 pm

Elementary  March 5
at 6:30 pm

560 Concordia Avenue
Enter the Blue Doors

For Info Call 651-325-2500
www.capitolhill.spps.org

400 SELBY AVE. 
ON CATHEDRAL HILL

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

Treat
your

Valentine!

Instructor Khalif Warssme leads a reading class at 
Dugsi Academy. Photo by brAD StAuffer
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Dennis Breining
612-759-7984

kathryn kenneDy
651-282-9659

gretchen iwen
651-695-4303

kim flanaghan
651-695-3422

nancy gipple
651-497-4121

BoB yankovich
651-690-8570

paula gleeson
651-282-9679

peter Donovan
651-690-8519

kat Bourque
651-695-3495

alice Dickinson
651-282-9620

sanae storey
651-690-8564

Jim Burton
651-690-8556

rosemary & lolly
651-690-8582

t. J. pierret
651-755-6669

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

Dick & tom DistaD
651-690-8516

gary faBel
651-282-9613

Betty runyon
651-690-8575

Jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625

katherine lunD
651-282-9664

marna holman
651-282-9619

pat mcgill
651-695-4311

mary mcnaney
651-690-8578

sanDy aaron
651-282-9606

BoBBy levitan
651-282-9684

sweet home!
on a double lot! This light-filled and spacious home 
features an updated kitchen and bathroom, formal dining 
room, sweet front porch, hardwood floors, newer mechani-
cals and roof, plus so much more. 
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

want to entertain?
Charming rambler offers beautifully refinished hardwood 
floors, stone fireplace with energy efficient insert. Spacious 
lower level, great for entertaining, featuring a gas fireplace 
& wet bar. Many other updates! 1253 Ottawa, West St. 
Paul. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

Premiere offering!
A rare find! Open & bright 2-bedroom, 2-bath main level 
condo! Private owner's suite, in-unit laundry, deck, heated 
parking! 1071 Cleveland.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $225,000

Premiere offering!
Charming 3-bedroom, 2-bath in a most convenient loca-
tion! Lovely hardwood, natural woodwork, formal dining, 
buffet, C/A, 2-car garage. 1870 James.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,800

designed to delight!
Handsome 4-bedroom, 3-bath, loved by the original own-
ers! Main floor family room & porch. Spacious owner's 
suite, peaceful setting! 983 Stratford.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $445,800

elegant georgian revival
With a corner location on 3.5 lots this Summit Avenue 
home has charming architectural details including lovely 
staircase & carriage house style garage. "As Is" adden-
dum required. 683 Summit Avenue.

Jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,095,000

new Price – toP floor
2-BR, 2-bath unit with fabulous river and skyline views. 
Excellent 34-year-old brick building with 2 indoor parking 
spaces, fireplace & eat-in kitchen. Amenities include pool, 
party room, sauna, tennis courts, library & billiards.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $189,900

significant Price imProvement
Incredible value in this location. Extraordinary Tudor. Price 
just reduced $26,000. Beautiful, well-maintained 4-BR, 
2-bath on a quiet street. Hardwood floors & trim, fireplace, 
newly finished LL, 2+ car garage. Walk to new Trader 
Joe's, parks & Grand Ave. 1154 Juliet Ave.

Daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $329,900

new listing
1605 Juliet is an immaculate 3-bedroom, 2-bath home 
that offers a cozy LR, fireplace, a formal DR with built-in 
buffet, an eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, natural wood-
work galore, patio, great yard, and garage.

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $299,900

walk to everything
including future Central Corridor LRT stop from this updat-
ed 2+ bedroom. Just move in and enjoy cool updates like 
bamboo floors, home theater/networking wiring, central 
vac and more. 1641 Sherburne Ave.

luke walBert
651-336-3159 • $142,400

the time is right
1374 Goodrich: Handsome 3+ BR offering gleaming 
hardwood floors, an elegant and spacious feel, king-sized 
master suite with its own bath, large main floor family room 
with wood stove and fresh decor.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $399,900

charm & character
1712 Wellesley: This charming 4-BR home is in excellent 
condition and features stunning oak woodwork, gleaming 
hardwood floors, large eat-in kitchen and a delightful 
front porch.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $329,900

classic colonial!
2217 Riverwood Place: Stunning 5-BR Colonial, tastefully 
decorated and updated. It features a family-sized kitchen 
with center island, king-dized master bedroom suite, and 
entertainment-sized rooms.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $675,000

summit avenue landmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

summit avenue architectural gem
Enchanting turn-of-the-century home is rich in detail. 
Exotic wdwk., private sun porch & huge kit. w/butler pantry 
– perfect for entertaining. 6 BRs, 4 baths, 4-car gar. w/
attic storage, private backyard, updated 3rd floor mother-
in-law apt. & LL office suite. 2 beautiful working FPs.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,185,000

majestic 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

grand avenue live/work oPPortunity
Wonderful mixed-use building on Grand Avenue. Currently 
retail on 1st floor and owner's residence on 2nd floor. 
Close to restaurants and destination shopping. High 
pedestrian traffic area. Great space and location! 1144 
Grand Avenue.

nancy maas & kate Beckman
651-282-9670 • 651-282-9629 • $595,000

highland gem!
1856 Bohland: Meticulously maintained 1½-story in the 
heart of Highland Park! Walking distance to Hillcrest and 
two grade schools. 4 BRs, 2 baths. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

Dick & tom DistaD
651-690-8516 • $299,900

immaculate 3-Bedroom!
587 Pelham: Wonderful 3-BR, 1-bath home in "turn key" 
condition. New kitchen, new bathroom, finished basement, 
great Merriam Park location. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

Dick & tom DistaD
651-690-8516 • $209,900

coming attraction!
New in Lexington Riverside – sweet 1+BR, 1-bath condo 
with many new improvements. Call Lolly at 651-690-8582 
or Rosemary at 651-690-8541 for more details.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582

wilder Park #1514
Back on market! Best buy! $38,500 1-BR w/balcony. 
Enjoy view of St. Paul skyline, new carpeting, lower 
garage. Original owner, "over 55" building. All amenities, 
sauna, hot tub, exercise room. Call Rosemary.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $38,500

great walkout ramBler
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintenance-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland park
1991 ford pkwy. 
651-698-2481

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

Jim Burton Jim Burton

Dick & tom
Distad

Dick & tom
Distad

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

sarah kinney

gary fabel
Jane austin

mcgrath

sue Johnsonsue Johnson sue Johnson

Jim Burtonluke walbertDaniel Buchen

nancy maas/
kate Beckman

SOLD

pat mcgill

NEW LIST

NEW PRICE

sarah kinney sarah kinney

By Carolyn Will

Twin Cities Academy, a popular 
West End charter middle school 
and high school, is experiencing 

growing pains once again and will soon 
be moving into its third building in 10 
years. Come September, the school will 
be located in the building currently oc-
cupied by Trinity Catholic School at 835 
E. 5th St. Trinity, which has experienced 
a drop in enrollment, will move into a 
smaller building two blocks away. 

The new school building for Twin 
Cities Academy will be twice the size of 
its current building  at 426 Osceola Ave. 
Since adding a high school two years 
ago, space has been tight for the school’s 
current enrollment of 290 students. 

“We sometimes call it the Hallway 
High School,” said principal Liz Wynne, 
referring to the tight quarters. “We’re 
moving to have breathing room.”

Wynne has been at the helm of Twin 
Cities Academy since it opened with 
grades 6-8 in 1999 in the former St. 
James School building at 426 View St. 
The academy added a high school in 

2006 when it moved three blocks to the 
larger St. Francis School building on 
Osceola Avenue. The high school began 
with grades 9-10 and a grade has been 
added each year since.

The tuition-free charter school, which 
is sponsored by the St. Paul Public 
Schools, now serves grades 6-12 and 
is bulging at the seams. It has a typical 
waiting list of 25-30 students for the 
middle school grades.

“We’re blossoming,” Wynne said. “I 
prefer not to think of it as ‘success,’ be-
cause that sounds like we’ve reached the 
end, but we’re attracting more and more 
people. We like to think we’re delivering 
a quality product that includes discipline 
in academics, and discipline in behavior. 
We hold all our stakeholders account-
able.”

Twin Cities 
Academy 
is a charter 
school on 
the move

Brandie Bass, left, Neal Bauer and Anna Eastep get creative during art class at 
Twin Cities Academy, 426 Osceola Ave. The “blossoming” charter school will 
move to larger quarters this fall. PhOTOs By ANNE BrANdrud  

tWIN CItIeS aCaDemY c19
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on a double lot! This light-filled and spacious home 
features an updated kitchen and bathroom, formal dining 
room, sweet front porch, hardwood floors, newer mechani-
cals and roof, plus so much more. 
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

want to entertain?
Charming rambler offers beautifully refinished hardwood 
floors, stone fireplace with energy efficient insert. Spacious 
lower level, great for entertaining, featuring a gas fireplace 
& wet bar. Many other updates! 1253 Ottawa, West St. 
Paul. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

Premiere offering!
A rare find! Open & bright 2-bedroom, 2-bath main level 
condo! Private owner's suite, in-unit laundry, deck, heated 
parking! 1071 Cleveland.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $225,000

Premiere offering!
Charming 3-bedroom, 2-bath in a most convenient loca-
tion! Lovely hardwood, natural woodwork, formal dining, 
buffet, C/A, 2-car garage. 1870 James.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,800

designed to delight!
Handsome 4-bedroom, 3-bath, loved by the original own-
ers! Main floor family room & porch. Spacious owner's 
suite, peaceful setting! 983 Stratford.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $445,800

elegant georgian revival
With a corner location on 3.5 lots this Summit Avenue 
home has charming architectural details including lovely 
staircase & carriage house style garage. "As Is" adden-
dum required. 683 Summit Avenue.

Jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,095,000

new Price – toP floor
2-BR, 2-bath unit with fabulous river and skyline views. 
Excellent 34-year-old brick building with 2 indoor parking 
spaces, fireplace & eat-in kitchen. Amenities include pool, 
party room, sauna, tennis courts, library & billiards.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $189,900

significant Price imProvement
Incredible value in this location. Extraordinary Tudor. Price 
just reduced $26,000. Beautiful, well-maintained 4-BR, 
2-bath on a quiet street. Hardwood floors & trim, fireplace, 
newly finished LL, 2+ car garage. Walk to new Trader 
Joe's, parks & Grand Ave. 1154 Juliet Ave.

Daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $329,900

new listing
1605 Juliet is an immaculate 3-bedroom, 2-bath home 
that offers a cozy LR, fireplace, a formal DR with built-in 
buffet, an eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, natural wood-
work galore, patio, great yard, and garage.

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $299,900

walk to everything
including future Central Corridor LRT stop from this updat-
ed 2+ bedroom. Just move in and enjoy cool updates like 
bamboo floors, home theater/networking wiring, central 
vac and more. 1641 Sherburne Ave.

luke walBert
651-336-3159 • $142,400

the time is right
1374 Goodrich: Handsome 3+ BR offering gleaming 
hardwood floors, an elegant and spacious feel, king-sized 
master suite with its own bath, large main floor family room 
with wood stove and fresh decor.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $399,900

charm & character
1712 Wellesley: This charming 4-BR home is in excellent 
condition and features stunning oak woodwork, gleaming 
hardwood floors, large eat-in kitchen and a delightful 
front porch.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $329,900

classic colonial!
2217 Riverwood Place: Stunning 5-BR Colonial, tastefully 
decorated and updated. It features a family-sized kitchen 
with center island, king-dized master bedroom suite, and 
entertainment-sized rooms.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $675,000

summit avenue landmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

summit avenue architectural gem
Enchanting turn-of-the-century home is rich in detail. 
Exotic wdwk., private sun porch & huge kit. w/butler pantry 
– perfect for entertaining. 6 BRs, 4 baths, 4-car gar. w/
attic storage, private backyard, updated 3rd floor mother-
in-law apt. & LL office suite. 2 beautiful working FPs.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $1,185,000

majestic 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

grand avenue live/work oPPortunity
Wonderful mixed-use building on Grand Avenue. Currently 
retail on 1st floor and owner's residence on 2nd floor. 
Close to restaurants and destination shopping. High 
pedestrian traffic area. Great space and location! 1144 
Grand Avenue.

nancy maas & kate Beckman
651-282-9670 • 651-282-9629 • $595,000

highland gem!
1856 Bohland: Meticulously maintained 1½-story in the 
heart of Highland Park! Walking distance to Hillcrest and 
two grade schools. 4 BRs, 2 baths. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

Dick & tom DistaD
651-690-8516 • $299,900

immaculate 3-Bedroom!
587 Pelham: Wonderful 3-BR, 1-bath home in "turn key" 
condition. New kitchen, new bathroom, finished basement, 
great Merriam Park location. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

Dick & tom DistaD
651-690-8516 • $209,900

coming attraction!
New in Lexington Riverside – sweet 1+BR, 1-bath condo 
with many new improvements. Call Lolly at 651-690-8582 
or Rosemary at 651-690-8541 for more details.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582

wilder Park #1514
Back on market! Best buy! $38,500 1-BR w/balcony. 
Enjoy view of St. Paul skyline, new carpeting, lower 
garage. Original owner, "over 55" building. All amenities, 
sauna, hot tub, exercise room. Call Rosemary.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $38,500

great walkout ramBler
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintenance-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland park
1991 ford pkwy. 
651-698-2481

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

Jim Burton Jim Burton
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sarah kinney sarah kinney

Accountability at Twin Cities Academy includes having par-
ents sign a contract promising that they will give at least 50 
hours of volunteer service to the school each academic year. 
“We can’t do this alone,” Wynne said. 

At Twin Cities Academy the students and staff all wear uni-
forms: khaki pants or skirts and navy or white polo shirts for 
the students, and khaki pants or skirts and maroon, green or 
black polo shirts for the adults.

Sue Bauer of Macalester-Groveland sent her older daughter 
to Twin Cities Academy for middle school and now has her 
6th-grade daughter enrolled there. “I was sold on the academ-
ics, the small class sizes, the feeling that everyone was going to 
be held accountable,” she said. “And it’s rigorous, with the core 
classes taught every day.” 

Twin Cities Academy is moving about four miles away, but 
despite the added travel time, Bauer said her family has no 
hesitation in their commitment to stay with the school. 

The average class size at Twin Cities Academy is 24 students 
in the middle school and 28 in the high school. With 66,000 
square feet of space in the new building, the school will have 
room to grow. Still, Wynne said the academy plans to cap en-
rollment at 225 students in the middle school and 300 in the 
high school.

“We believe in order to grow your student, you have to know 
your student,” she said. “No one falls through the cracks here.”

In addition to allowing Twin Cities Academy to accept more 
students, Wynne said the new building will allow the school to 
add science labs and a language lab. Currently, the high school 
students go off campus for science classes.

Though she admits that the move may cause some current 
students to leave the school because of the greater distance, 
Wynne hopes the neighborhood surrounding the new loca-
tion will draw in new families. The building is on a bus route 
and is only blocks from Metro State University.

Trinity Catholic School principal Sandra Krekeler said the 
success of charter schools like Twin Cities Academy is part of 
the reason her school has seen declining enrollment. Trinity’s 
enrollment in grades preK-8 peaked in 1992-93 at 400. Today, 
it stands at 101. 

When the school opened in 1882, it provided an educa-
tion for the Irish, German and Polish immigrants of the time.  

“Today, Trinity again reflects the new immigrants,” Krekeler 
said. “We have a population made up of Latino, Hmong, Viet-
namese, Indian, Belizean, Ugandan, African American and 
biracial students.” 

Trinity will move down the street to the building that previ-
ously housed the Church of St. John’s parish school. St. Mi-
chael’s Academy, a K-8 Catholic immersion school, currently 
occupies the lower level. Trinity will occupy the second level 
and have the use of the library and a few more rooms on the 
main level. 

Students enrolling at Twin Cities Academy are accepted ac-
cording to a lottery system. The school will hold its next open 
house at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 27. The enrollment dead-
line is February 28. For information, visit www.tca.k12.mn.us.

18b tWIN CItIeS aCaDemY

students read in Twin Cities Academy’s cafeteria, which 
doubles as a study hall.



page 20 VILLageR  WeDNeSDaY, jaNuaRY 21, 2009

Vis: The best opportunity for the best possible start.

Experience the Visitation Spirit at one of our Open Houses
Lower School (PK-grade 5)  January 16, 2008 at 6:30
Middle School (grades 6-8)  January 23, 2008 at 6:30
Upper School (grades 9-12)  January 9, 2008 at 7:00

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, February 8
1:00 - 3:30 p.m.

“Character building is woven 
in every fiber of our curriculum 
and extracurricular activities.”

Middle School Teacher

Mounds Park Academy is an independent, PreK–12
college preparatory school where rigorous academic challenges

are infused with ingenuity and joy.

Spark something.  Find out more at 
www.moundsparkacademy.org.
2051 Larpenteur Ave E, St. Paul, MN • 651-748-5577

moundsparkacademy
                             SOMETHING

Nova Classical Academy, 1668 Montreal 
Ave., will host the following: a community 
education night for adults on Plato’s “Myth 
of the Cave” from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, January 21; enrollment events from 9:00 
to 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays, January 24 and 
February 21, and from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 5; school day tours for 
parents at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays through 
Thursdays; and Student Shadow Days from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days for grades 6-9. The K-8 school is adding 
ninth grade this fall. Call 651-227-8622 or 
visit www.novaclassical.org.

A workshop for parents on “Raising Bicul-
tural and Biracial Children: Is Being Bicul-
tural an Asset or a Liability?” will be offered 
at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, January 22, in Room 
A-241 at Henry Sibley High School, 1897 
Delaware Ave., Mendota Heights. Admission 
is free. Call 651-681-2351.

The College of St. Catherine Alumnae Asso-
ciation will hold its 44th annual Conversation 
with Books at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 26, 
in the college’s Coeur de Catherine student 
center. The cost is $12 by January 23 and $15 
at the door. Call 651-690-6666.

Holy Spirit Catholic School, 515 S. Albert 
St., will host a kindergarten roundup at 1:00 
and 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 28. Visit 
www.holy-spirit.org/school. For a personal 
tour, call 651-698-7233.

Highland Park Senior High School, 1015 S. 
Snelling Ave., will host its annual band show-
case, Benstock, from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Friday, 
January 30. Highland students will be per-
forming in garage-style bands. Admission is 
$5.00, or $2.00 with the donation of two non-
perishable food items. A karaoke contest also 
will be held and prizes will be awarded.

St. Paul College, 317 Marshall Ave., is offer-
ing a continuing education class on beginning 
Russian on Mondays, February 2 through 
March 23. The fee is $70. Call 651-846-1783.

Pianist Mary Louise Knutson will present 
“Making Sense of Jazz,” a one-hour lecture 
and concert, at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, January 
31, in the recital hall at St. Joseph’s School of 
Music, 450 N. Syndicate St. Knutson’s debut 
jazz trio CD, “Call Me When You Get There,” 
charted in the Top 50 in the U.S. and Canada 
for eight consecutive weeks and earned her 
the award for top new jazz instrumentalist of 
the year from KWJL Radio in California in 
2001. In 2006, she was nominated for both 

jazz artist of the year and pianist of the year 
by the Minnesota Music Awards. Admission 
is free. Call 651-690-4364.

Free, two-part computer classes on using 
Microsoft Word will be offered at the Cen-
tral Library, 90 W. 4th St., from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon on Tuesdays, February 3-10, and again 
on February 17-24. Call 651-266-7000, exten-
stion 5, to register. 

St. Paul College will offer the following job 
and career classes: “How to Make Money Do-
ing Voiceovers in TV and Radio” from 7:00 to 
9:30 p.m. Wednesdays, February 4-11 ($64); 
and “Interviewing Skills” from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Saturday, February 7 ($64). The 
continuing education classes will be held at 
the UAW-Ford-MnSCU Training Center on 
Ford Parkway in Highland Village. For infor-
mation or to register, call 651-846-1783.

A jazz and wine benefit for St. Thomas More 
School will be held on Friday, February 6, at 
the Summit Avenue home of pianist and com-
poser Steven C. Anderson and his wife Diane. 
Live piano music, hors d’oeuvres, scotch tast-
ing and craft beers will be on tap from 6:30 to 
10:00 p.m. The cost is $45 per person. Checks 
may be made payable to St. Thomas More 
Catholic School. Call 651-224-4836.

Highland Park Elementary School, 1700 
Saunders Ave., will hold an open house from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 12. Fam-
ilies are invited to tour the classrooms and 
visit with staff about the school’s International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Program. Call 
651-293-8770.

Sunny Hollow Montessori, 636 S. Mississippi 
River Blvd., is now enrolling students for the 
2009-10 school year. Sunny Hollow serves 
children ages 33 months to 12 years. Call 651-
690-2307 or visit www.sunnyhollow.com.

Twin Cities Experimental College (EXCO) 
is now taking registration for winter classes 
at www.EXCOtc.org. To volunteer to teach a 
class, contact David Boehnke at dboehnke@
gmail.com or 651-315-4222. To share ideas or 
become an organizer, e-mail excotc@gmail.
com or call 651-696-8010. 

Jenny Nguyen of Highland Park Elementary 
School was a winner in the 15th annual Lillian 
Wright Awards for Creative Writing. Her sto-
ry, “The Stolen Sapphire,” was among the best 
prose written by a student in grade 5 or 6. The 
story is also featured in the COMPAS Writers 
& Artists in the Schools anthology What the 
Lone Wolf Dreams.

School Notes
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Food
A restaurant has operated in the store-

front at 2012 Ford Pkwy. for almost 
six decades. Lee’s Highland Kitchen, 

Faricy’s in the Village and the Village Bistro 
have all occupied that space in the Highland 
Shopping Center over the years.

“There’s always been a lot of support from 
the neighborhood for a restaurant here,” said 
Naveen Shrestha, co-owner with Deb Narus-
iewicz of the Highland Cafe and Bakery, the 
location’s latest iteration. “People come in all 
the time and talk about Lee’s, Faricy’s and the 
Village Bistro. Jim Shepherd, one of the for-
mer owners, still comes in to eat and people 
say, ‘Hi, Jim!’”

Like Heather Stevens of Carmelo’s, Jill Wil-
son of 128 Cafe and Pat Kallemeyn of Saji Ya, 
Narusiewicz is a restaurant server turned res-
taurant owner. And Shrestha’s journey to res-
taurant ownership is almost identical to that of 
Barun Bajracharya of Cat-Man-Do on Grand 
Avenue. Both men are natives of Kathmandu, 
immigrated to the U.S. hoping to enjoy a bet-
ter life, and lived for a time in the American 
South before moving to the Twin Cities on the 
advice of friends. Bajracharya found a job at 
Everest on Grand before opening his Nepal-
ese-Tibetan-Indian fusion restaurant, while 
Shrestha washed dishes at Keys restaurant on 
Raymond Avenue prior to opening the High-
land Cafe and Bakery.

At Keys, Shrestha worked under co-owner 
Barbara Hunn, who taught him how to cook 
and run a restaurant. According to Hunn, 
Shrestha was “smart and very interested in 
getting ahead,” traits that helped him secure 
the position of kitchen manager at Keys be-
fore purchasing the former Village Bistro in 
2007.

Shrestha and Narusiewicz have kept the 
Village Bistro’s comfortable booths as well as 
its focus on American comfort food. How-
ever, from the beginning Shrestha’s dream has 
been to serve traditional Nepalese cuisine—
the kind of food his mother cooked. With the 
encouragement of his patrons, Shrestha has 
incorporated “A Little Taste of Kathmandu” 
into the Highland Cafe menu. In fact, the 
Nepalese dishes have proven to be so popu-
lar that Shrestha and Narusiewicz recently 
opened the Himalayan Restaurant at 2401 E. 
Franklin Ave. in Minneapolis.

On a recent visit to the Highland Cafe, I 
lost the coin flip and my dinner partner got to 
order the chicken curry ($10.50). I went with 
the chicken fried steak special ($7.95). As a 
consolation, I also ordered the Kathmandu 
momo appetizers (vegetarian or with meat, 
$8.50)—10 steamed dumplings served with 
a tomato-cilantro dipping sauce. Our server 
told us the momos would be the best appetiz-
er we’ve ever had, and he wasn’t far off. They 
were very good, as was the dipping sauce.

Even though he tends to be more of a red 
curry fan, my friend loved the Highland Cafe’s 
yellow curry. It came with plenty of chunks of 
white chicken meat.

The chicken fried steak, though it wasn’t 
the thick, juicy slab of truck-stop fare that 

over-the-road travelers will occasionally find, 
was a lot better than some I’ve had. Given 
the bakery component of the restaurant, it’s 
no wonder that the bread that came with my 
meal was the best part. Highland Cafe and 
Bakery makes all of its own baked goods from 
scratch, as well as all of its soups and sauces. 

Partly because we had just had fights with 
our respective girlfriends, my friend and I both 
ordered dessert. I had the strawberry rhubarb 
pie ($3.95) served warm with ice cream. He 
had the chocolate cherry cake ($4.25) with ice 
cream. They were gut-busting portions, but 
so tasty that we ate every bite. 

Several days later, I had occasion to have 
lunch at the Highland Cafe and Bakery with 
another friend. We both ordered soup. She 
had navy bean ($3.85) and I tried the tomato 
basil ($3.95). The bean soup was “as good as 
mom used to make,” according to my friend. 
Her mother, incidentally, was a wonderful 
cook and one who didn’t scrimp on the ham. 
As for the tomato basil, it wasn’t the typical 
creamy concoction I’m used to. More like a 
vegetable soup, it had a slightly spicy flavor—
definitely a winner.

For lunch entrées, I ordered the Swedish 
meatballs on pasta special ($9.25) and she 
ordered the grilled tuna melt ($7.25). I liked 
the meatballs and pasta a lot more than the 
chicken fried steak, and she raved about the 
tuna melt. Once again, the breads were a hit.

The following weekend, I was helping some 
friends move back into the neighborhood. I 
suggested we try breakfast at the Highland 
Cafe and Bakery. My friends ordered the pan-
cakes (two for $4.50) and the basic egg combo 
(two eggs and two pancakes, $6.25, with meat, 
$9.20). I ordered the eggs Benedict with hash 
browns ($8.75) and a cinnamon roll ($1.95).

Referring to the pancakes, my friend bor-

rowed a line from “Father O’Blivion,” the song 
by Frank Zappa: “They’re so light and fluffy 
brown, not the finest in the town.” However, 
he admitted, his derivative ditty reflected 
more on the price than the taste of the pan-
cakes. And he raved about the Italian sausage 
that came with the flapjacks.

I wasn’t blown away by the eggs Benedict, 
but I did enjoy the cinnamon roll. The next 
time I’m in Highland Village, I plan to check 
out the Highland Cafe and Bakery’s specials 
on day-old baked goods.

Having been to the restaurant three times 
and having had three different servers, I can 
honestly say the Highland Cafe has the most 
consistently friendly service of any restaurant 
I’ve patronized in quite some time. The serv-
ers were prompt and friendly without being 
overly familiar. They made us feel as though 
we were guests rather than customers. That’s 
an attitude that clearly comes from the top and 
reflects well on Shrestha and Narusiewicz.

Shrestha does most of the cooking at the 
Highland Cafe, and he admits that keeping up 
with two restaurants is a lot of work. “But you 
have to follow your dream,” he said.

Hot Dish
By Morgan 

      Smith

Cafe serves up American comfort 
with a side of exotic Kathmandu

“A Cause to Cook for a Cure: Ciao!” will be 
hosted by the Greg Marzolf Jr. Foundation at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday, January 24, at the Town 
and Country Club, 300 N. Mississippi River 
Blvd. The evening is a benefit for people with 
muscular dystrophy and will celebrate the life 
of Greg Marzolf Jr., a Highland Park resident 
and Cretin-Derham Hall graduate who died 
from the effects of the disease in 2000 at the 
age of 20. Italian food and refreshments will 
be served. The cost is $30, which includes 

appetizers and a pasta bar. For tickets, call the 
Greg Marzolf Jr. Foundation at 651-699-3961 
or visit www.gregmarzolfjr.org.

TeaSource, 752 S. Cleveland Ave., will offer a 
class on what makes a tea rare from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. Thursday, January 22. Participants 
will learn how the shop classifies its teas and 
will sample exotic teas with limited production 
from a variety of tea estates. The cost is $15. 
Call 651-690-9822.

The International Institute of Minnesota, 
1694 Como Ave., will serve up “Midwinter 
Feast—An International Dining Experience” 
at 6:00 p.m. Friday, February 6. For $25 in 
advance or $30 at the door, participants will 
get an appetizer, an entrée with side dish and 
a dessert, each from a different country. There 
also will be live music, and international wine 
and beer will be available for purchase. E-mail 
Vicki McKenna at vmckenna@iimn.org or 
visit www.iimn.org.

Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St., will 
host its seventh annual Empty Bowls event 
during lunch (11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) and 
dinner (4:00 to 7:00 p.m.) on Wednesday, 
February 11. For a donation, guests may select 
a ceramic bowl made by local artisans and art 
students and will be served a meal of soup 
and bread. A silent auction also will be held. 
Proceeds will benefit Heifer International, 
which provides livestock and seed to families 
in developing countries. Call 651-690-2443.

Tidbits

Co-owner Deb Narusiewicz displays some 
of the desserts available at the Highland 
Cafe and Bakery. At right are the cafe’s 
steak salad and turkey and wild rice soup.

The Nepalese-inspired momos, samosas and chicken curry at the Highland Cafe.
pHoTos By jANeT HosTeTTer
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You’ll have reason to smile more radiantly 
than ever with the advanced dentistry techniques 
now being employed in Highland Park by Dr. R.J. 
Fischbach and his staff.

Dr. Fischbach’s is one of only 3% of all dental 
offices in the nation that are using the latest CEREC 
CAD/CAM technology. The dental restorations Dr. 
Fischbach and his staff perform can now be done in a 
single appointment.

CEREC stands for Chairside Economical 
Restorations of Esthetic Ceramics. CAD/CAM stands 
for Computer Aided Design/Computer Assisted 
Modeling. CAD/CAM dentistry is the process by 
which the dentist first takes an infrared picture of your teeth. The picture 
is transmitted directly to a computer where the teeth are designed right 
in front of your eyes, eliminating entirely the need for uncomfortable 
impressions and temporary restorations. The computer then sends the 
designed teeth by wireless technology to a milling machine, which grinds 
the fillings, crowns or veneers.

The finished restorations are widely regarded by dentists nationwide 
as the most aesthetic, comfortable and long-lasting, and they are far 
superior to composite, silver or gold restorations.

Dental patients today are increasingly asking for metal-free 
restorations. Dr. Fischbach and his staff employ many alternative 
materials in CAD/CAM technology, including Leucite, Ceramic, 
Zirconia, Glass Ceramic, Feldspar Ceramic, Fine Grain Translucent 
Porcelain, and Yttrium-Stabilized Zirconium. The wide range of 
materials allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to select the one that is best suited 
for you. Most other dentists use a technique that fits all patients with just 
one material.

CAD/CAM dentistry was originally developed for making single 
crowns. This technology can now be used to make bridges, inlays and 
onlays (fillings), veneers and even gold crowns. These all can be done 
without impressions and if not fabricated at the appointment, can be 

fabricated in a day or two. CAD/CAM technology 
also allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to save teeth that 
most other dentists would extract.

Dr. Fischbach and his staff are in the business 
of saving teeth, re-establishing function and 
perfecting glowing smiles. They are also in the 
business of educating their patients. Dr. Fischbach’s 
office has movies of almost every dental treatment 
available. The short movies can be burned to a CD 
and given to you to take home and review with 
family members before any decision is made. The 
explanations of the various treatments are also 
available on Dr. Fischbach’s website at

www.fischbachdentistry.com.
Dr. Fischbach, Dr. Susan Olson and their staff of 10 participate in 

almost all insurance Preferred Provider Organizations in order to help 
you control the cost of dentistry.

To learn more about what the leading edge in local dentistry can offer 
you, Dr. Fischbach and his staff invite your inquiries anytime.

	 483 Brimhall Street	 	 651-698-0848
(On the corner of Randolph Avenue and Brimhall Street,

one block east of Snelling Avenue)
www.FischbachDentistry.com

Staff member Tammy explains CEREC

Dr. R.J. Fischbach: the Leading Edge
in Local Dentistry

Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

HDC board update—The Highland District Council’s 
board of directors approved an operating budget for 2009 at 
its January 8 meeting. St. Paul district council coordinator  
Diane Wanner also spoke at the meeting about upcoming 
training for district council staff, board members and mem-
bers of the public who may be interested in running for the 
board. The first training session will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, February 7, and is free to attend. Contact 
Wanner at 651-266-8572 or diane.wanner@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

Community Development update—The HDC’s Commu-
nity Development Committee met on January 12 to discuss 
Project for Pride in Living’s proposed housing project on West 
7th Street at the bottom of the Snelling Avenue hill. The com-
mittee asked for additional information before taking a vote. 
PPL offered to take a group on a tour of its properties to show 
how they are managed and maintained. Those who are inter-
ested in taking the tour should contact the HDC office.

Neighborhood Honor Roll—The annual St. Paul Neigh-
borhood Honor Roll ceremony will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Friday, January 23, in the Binz Refectory on the Univer-
sity of St Thomas’ south campus. The ceremony will honor 
outstanding volunteers from every district council in the city. 
Speakers will include Mayor Chris Coleman, City Council 
president Kathy Lantry and Humphrey Institute Senior Fellow 
Harry Boyte. The cost is $10 and includes hors d’oeuvres and 
musical entertainment. For information, call the HDC office.

Upcoming meetings—HDC board planning session to 
help establish 2009 goals, 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, January 
24, Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.; Transporta-
tion Committee meeting to discuss a stop sign for Woodlawn 
Avenue and Highland Parkway and handicap parking on Field 
Avenue, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 28, Hillcrest; HDC 
board meeting with Ramsey County commissioner Raphael 
Ortega and a representative from the County Assessor’s Of-
fice, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, February 5, Hillcrest.

Save the dates—The Highland and Macalester-Groveland 
Home Improvement Fair will be held on Saturday, April 4, at 
Cretin-Derham Hall. For information on having a display at 

the fair, call the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council office at 651-695-
4000. To be a sponsor, call the HDC of-
fice. 

Summit-University
www.Summit-u.com • 651-228-1855

 
Shutting the door on foreclosures—

The city of St. Paul is taking aggressive 
action to halt foreclosures, including 
making sure all residents are aware of 
the city’s foreclosure prevention resourc-
es. Magnetic signs will soon be affixed 
to more than 400 St. Paul Public Works 
vehicles to help promote the city’s foreclo-
sure prevention hotline (651-266-6626). In 
addition, homeowners will be receiving informa-
tion in water bills and property tax statements. St. 
Paul is also partnering with the Minnesota Home 
Ownership Center to host educational workshops 
and is training city employees to recognize potential signs 
of foreclosure so they can distribute prevention materials as 
needed. 

Service showcased—Webster Magnet School, 707 Holly 
Ave., will showcase its new emphasis as an academic service-
learning school program from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thursday, 
January 22. Participants will discover how Webster students 
have been serving the neighborhood and what they have been 
learning along the way. The showcase will include an opportu-
nity for families and neighborhood residents to participate in 
a service project of their own. Call 651-293-8625.

Stay in the loop—To learn about upcoming Summit-Uni-
versity Planning Council meetings or sign up for electronic 
news updates, visit the SUPC’s website.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Crime prevention tips—A significant number of thefts 
from parked automobiles and unsecured garages occur year-

round in Macalester-Grove-
land. The St. Paul Police Depart-

ment suggests that residents take 
the following actions to reduce your 

chance of becoming a victim: Don’t leave 
objects of value in plain view, consider covering open 

windows in garages, place valuables in the car trunk prior to 
reaching your destination, lock car doors when you are away, 
close and lock garage doors, provide extra security for particu-
larly vulnerable targets like bicycles and power tools, alert po-
lice to suspicious people loitering in alleys or near cars or ga-
rages, and record the serial number of purchased items to aid 
in their recovery. For additional crime prevention tips, contact 
the community council office.

Beautification Committee—Macalester-Groveland resi-
dents who like gardening are invited to join the community 
council’s Beautification Committee. The committee conducts 
annual spring and fall plant shares and organizes the annual 
Alley Garden Awards in addition to managing other beautifi-
cation projects in the neighborhood. Meetings are held on the 
fourth Monday of each month from March through October. 
For information, contact Afton Martens at the council office.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Committee 
meeting, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 28, Edgcumbe Recre-
ation Center, 320 S. Griggs St.

District Council News

The district councils 
in the Villager area
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/January 21
“House Beautiful: Inside the 
Victorian Home” is the topic of a tour 
at 7:00 this evening at the Alexander 
Ramsey House, 265 S. Exchange St. On this 
evening’s 75-minute tour, visitors will view 
the furniture and decorative pieces that 
have remained in the home from the time 
when it was completed until the last family 
descendant died in 1964. Admission is 
$7.00-$10. Call 651-296-8760.

scenic st. Paul will hold a Brown Bag 
luncheon at noon today in Room 40 on the 
lower level of the City Hall/Courthouse, 15 
W. Kellogg Blvd. The event will include the 
premiere of a video depicting all of St. Paul’s 
561 billboards, along with a discussion on 
the future of outdoor advertising in St Paul. 
Cookies and beverages will be provided.

Friday/January 23
GasliGHt tours will leave at 6:30, 7:00 
and 7:30 p.m. today and tomorrow and on 
January 30-31 at the James J. Hill House, 
240 Summit Ave. Visitors will see gaslights 
lit and a gas fireplace from the 1890s, as 
well as the early carbon filament electric 
light bulbs that were just becoming popular 
when the home was completed in 1891. 
Cider will be served, organist Larry Wilson 
will perform on the restored pipe organ, and 
soprano Beverly Ferriere will sing popular 
songs of the era. The cost is $6.00-$10. Call 
651-297-2555 

Saturday/January 24
Winter on tHe Hill tours will be 
offered from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. today 
and from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. tomorrow, and 
on January 31-February 1, at the James J. 
Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. The tours 
will focus on the Hill family’s involvement 
with the Winter Carnival and how they 
and other St. Paul residents celebrated 
Minnesota’s winters. The cost is $5.00-$8.00, 
with $1.00 off with a 2009 carnival button. 
Call 651-297-2555.

a snoWsHoe adventure will 
be offered at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Visitors will learn the 
safe and fun ways of snowshoeing and 
how people throughout history have used 
snowshoes. The program is free. Call 612-
725-2724.

a traditional roast duck dinner 
will be served at 5:00 this evening in the 
second-floor auditorium of the landmark 
CSPS Hall, 383 Michigan St.  The cost is $22 
per person.  Reservations are required. Call 
Doreen at 952-941-0426.

a soirée tour will be offered at 6:00 
this evening at the Alexander Ramsey 
House, 265 S. Exchange St. During the 
house tour, a costumed guide will escort 
visitors to all three floors of the mansion. 
Afterward, tour-goers are invited to dine at 
the Forepaugh’s Restaurant located across 
the street. The cost is $6.00-$9.00 (dinner is 
extra). Call 651-296-8760.

Sunday/January 25
free Blood-suGar tests for 
diabetes will be available today to anyone age 
18 and older. The tests will be administered 
by the University of Minnesota School of 
Pharmacy from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. and from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Fairmount Avenue 

United Methodist Church, 1523 Fairmount 
Ave. For information, call 651-699-1335.

Pond life tHrouGH tHe ice will 
be investigated at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Visitors are urged to 
dress warmly and learn how aquatic insects 
survive when lakes are frozen over. The 
program is free, but a state parking permit is 
required. Call 612-725-2724.

an oPen House regarding experiences 
in Israel for Jewish young adults ages 17-26 
will be held at 1:00 this afternoon at the 
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul 
Ave. The event is free and open to the 
public. Contact Erez Frankel at 651-255-
4753 or efrankel@stpauljcc.org.

tHe st. Paul HikinG cluB will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon at Joseph’s Grill, 140 
S. Wabasha St., for a hike into downtown 
St. Paul to view the Winter Carnival ice 
carvings. Call 651-646-6421.

Monday/January 26
“tHe colors of a river,” a free 
presentation on the history of pollution 
and the Upper Mississippi River, will be 
offered by John Anfinson of the National 
Park Service from 7:00 to 8:30 this evening 
at Augsburg College. Call Friends of the 
Mississippi River at 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

Tuesday/January 27
tHe st. Paul HikinG cluB will meet 
at 11:30 this morning at Highland Village 
Center on Ford Parkway and Finn Street 
for a hike along the river. The group also 
will meet at 7:30 this evening at Jefferson 
Avenue and Victoria Street for a residential 
hike. Call 651-646-6421.

a WorksHoP on marketing a book will 
be offered by the National Writers Union-
Twin Cities at 1:00 this afternoon at the East 
Lake Library, 2727 E. Lake St., Minneapolis. 
Veteran book publicist Dorothy Molstad 
and Merriam Park author Kate Havelin 
will share marketing strategies. Visit www.
nwu-tc.org.

learn to use one of the Highland 
Library’s laptop computers during a free 
session from 2:00 to 4:00 this afternoon in 
the theater meeting room at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Call 
651-695-3700 to register.

a conversational salon will be 
held from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening at the 
Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 943 W. 7th St. An 
open discussion will be held. The salon is 
free, but donations are encouraged for the 
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

Wednesday/January 28
a red cross Blood drive will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today at 
St. Paul College, 235 Marshall Ave. Call 1-
800-448-3543 for an appointment.

Thursday/January 29
“autism and tHe community—A 
Mother’s Perspective” will be presented 
by Peggy Regan at 7:00 this evening at 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 1405 Sibley 
Memorial Hwy., Mendota. Reagan is the 
mother of five and involved in building a 
care model for autism at the University of 
Minnesota. Refreshments start at 6:45 p.m. 
A free-will offering will be collected. Call 
Lucy Johnson at 651-224-7102.

tHe university avenue Business 
Association will meet from 7:30 to 9:30 this 
morning at the Central Corridor Resource 
Center, 1080 University Ave., to discuss 
alternatives to eliminating street parking 
on University Avenue due to the Central 
Corridor light-rail line. Current plans call 
for the elimination of 85 percent of the 
on-street parking on University Avenue. 
Contact Linda Winsor at 651-641-0334.

a dinner and silent auction 
will be held by the Highland Business 
Association, Snelling-Selby Business 
Association and St. Paul Sunrise Rotary Club 
from 5:30 to 9:00 this evening at the St. Paul 
Pool and Yacht Club, 1600 Lilydale Road, 
Lilydale. The cost is $30 for members and 
$35 for others. Call 651-699-9042.

Friday/January 30
a civil War tour will be offered 
from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at the state 
Capitol. Visitors will see a costumed 
character dressed as a new Union Army 
recruit as well as tattered regimental flags, 
statues of famous officers from the state, 
a reproduction cavalry shell jacket, and 
paintings commemorating Minnesota 
regiments. The cost is $5.00-$8.00. Call 651-
296-2881.

Saturday/January 31
tHe saintly city cat cluB will 
hold its 33rd annual Championship and 
Household Pet Cat Show from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. today and from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. tomorrow  in the Roy Wilkins 
Exhibition Hall at St. Paul RiverCentre.  
More than 200 cats from the United 
States and Canada will compete for 
prizes. Admission is $3.00-$4.00, with a 
$1.00 discount with carnival button. For 
information on entering a cat, call Linda 
Mae Baker at 651-455-8043.

sPoon carvinG in the Scandinavian 
tradition will be taught at 9:00 this morning 
at the Dodge Nature Center in West St. 
Paul. Participants will harvest buckthorn 
and carve it into spoons. Beginners and 
experienced carvers are welcome. All 
materials will be included. The cost is $45. 
Bring a lunch.  Call 651-455-4531.

learn to snoWsHoe at 10:00 this 
morning at  Fort Snelling State Park. 
Visitors will learn the history of snowshoes 
and then take a guided snowshoe walk. 
Bring your own snowshoes or borrow a pair 
from the park. The program is free, but a 
parking permit is required. To register, call 
612-725-2724.

a red cross Blood drive will be 
held from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. today in 
Howley Hall at Holy Spirit Church, 515 
S. Albert St. Call 1-800-448-3543 for an 
appointment.

Sunday/February 1
a suPerBoWl Party will be sponsored 
by the Temple of Aaron’s Men’s Club at 
4:30 this afternoon at the synagogue, 616 S. 
Mississippi River Blvd. Watch the game in 
high definition and enjoy food and drinks.  
The party is open to the public, both men 
and women. The cost is $8.00-$10 for adults 
and $5.00 for children. Call 651-698-8874.

tHe st. Paul HikinG cluB will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon by Wendy’s Liquor, 
1545 W. 7th St., for a hike in the Shepard 
Road area. Call 651-646-6421.

Tuesday/February 3
tHe st. Paul HikinG cluB will hold 
its annual meeting at 7:30 this evening at the 
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. 
The public is welcome to attend. Call 651-
646-6421 or visit www.stpaulhike.org.

Wednesday/February 4
tHe summit Hill moms (Moms 
Offering Moms Support) Club will meet at 
9:30 this morning. Mothers and children 
who live in the 55105, 55104 (south of 
I-94) and 55102 ZIP codes east of Snelling 
Avenue are welcome. For location or other 
information, call 651-699-8522.

Horace Mann Elementary School principal Jim Litwin leans over to make better eye 
contact with Avery Hackbarth, 2, and her mom, Lisa Paschke, during St. Paul’s Parent 
Information Fair on January 10 at St. Paul RiverCentre. PHoto by AnnE bRAndRud 
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The following calls were gathered from re-
cent Community Watch reports by the Ramsey 
County Sheriff ’s Department. For a list of 
weekly crime reports by neighborhood from the 
St. Paul Police Department, visit http://stpaul.
gov/index.asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park 
Robbery—Two men were robbed at gun-

point on the 1300 block of Maynard Drive 
East at just after midnight Wednesday, Janu-
ary 7.

Assault—Police arrested a 52-year-old Vad-
nais Heights man for assaulting a man with a 
crowbar at Ford Parkway and Cretin Avenue 
at about 5:00 p.m. on New Year’s Eve. Passers-
by witnessed the assault and called police. 

Theft—A package of children’s toys was sto-
len from the steps of a residence on the 1700 
block of Highland Parkway between 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday, December 22.

—A theft from auto occurred at Crosby 
Park at about 2:30 p.m. Monday, December 
29.

Sex crime—Police responded to a report of 
a man in Highland Village panhandling and 
asking children if they wanted candy at about 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, December 18. Police ar-
rested the man on the 600 block of South 
Cleveland Avenue on a warrant for sex of-
fender registration violations.

Weapons—Shots were fired on the 900 
block of St. Paul Avenue at about 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 31.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—Genesis, 1170 Selby Ave., and 

Custom Clothing, 1172 Selby Ave., were bur-
glarized between 8:00 p.m. Tuesday and 8:30 
a.m. Wednesday, December 30-31. 

—Bally’s Fitness, 1166 University Ave., was 
burglarized between 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 
and 7:30 a.m. Thursday, December 31-Janu-
ary 1.

Miscellaneous—Police arrested a woman 
for child neglect at the SuperTarget on Uni-
versity and Hamline avenues at about 10:00 
p.m. Thursday, December 18. She had left her 
three children, ages 2-7, alone in an unlocked,  
unheated vehicle in the parking lot. The tem-
perature was 9 degrees at the time. 

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Wells Fargo Bank, 1827 Grand 

Ave., was robbed at gunpoint at about 7:00 
a.m. Tuesday, December 30. Two employees 
were opening the auto bank building when 
the suspect forced them inside and demand-
ed money. One teller gave the man money 
from her own purse and he fled north. The 
suspect was described as a black male, 20s to 
early 30s, around 5-foot-11, wearing a black 
jacket, black shoes, black gloves and a black 
ski mask with a white covering over his eyes 
and mouth. The same suspect is believed to 
have been involved in five other bank robber-
ies in the Twin Cities since last August.

Burglary—Tea Garden, 1692 Grand Ave., 
was burglarized at about 6:00 a.m. Monday, 
December 29. A male suspect entered the 
business through the front door. 

Merriam Park
Burglary—A house on the 1600 block of 

Concordia Avenue was broken into between 
8:00 p.m. Friday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday, De-
cember 26-28. Three stained-glass windows 
were stolen. 

—Rebel Ink Baby, 1593 Selby Ave., was bro-
ken into between 6:00 p.m. Monday and 9:00 
a.m. Tuesday, January 5-6.

Theft—A car was stolen on the 1800 block 
of Feronia Avenue between 2:30 and 11:00 
p.m. Friday, December 26.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 400 
block of North Snelling Avenue at about 5:30 
p.m.  Monday, December 29.

—A resident on the 400 block of  
Lynnhurst Avenue reported a theft on Mon-

day, December 29. 

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—Cash was stolen from Feist 

Animal Hospital, 1430 Marshall Ave., during 
a burglary between 7:00 p.m. Sunday and 9:00 
a.m. Monday, January 4-5. 

—AAA Midway Storage, 1400 Selby Ave., 
was burglarized at about 5:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
January 6. The glass entry door was smashed. 

Theft—Metal chains valued at $350 were 
stolen from a trailer behind Cub Foods, 1440 
University Ave, between Saturday and Tues-
day, December 27-30. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—A laptop computer was taken 

from a home on the 900 block of Lombard 
Avenue at about 6:30 a.m. Saturday, January 
3. The homeowners were there at the time.

Summit-University
Robbery—A man was robbed at gunpoint 

at Hague Avenue and Oxford Street at about 
midnight Tuesday, December 23. The sus-
pects stole the victim’s backpack and fled on 
foot. 

—A 28-year-old man was arrested for rob-
bery on the 300 block of Farrington Street at 
about 3:30 a.m. Sunday, December 28. He and 
other suspects had robbed a man about a half 
hour earlier at Farrington and Fuller Avenue. 
The victim sustained a broken ankle in the 
struggle and was taken to Regions Hospital.

Burglary—A laptop computer was stolen 
from a home on the 900 block of Hague Av-
enue between 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Friday, 
December 26. 

—Chicago Submarine, 612 Selby Ave., was 
broken into between 10:00 p.m. Tuesday and 
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 30-31.

Assault—A 28-year-old Summit-Universi-
ty man was arrested for aggravated domestic 
assault at Mackubin Street and Dayton Ave-
nue at about 10:30 p.m. on New Year’s Eve. He 
had assaulted his girlfriend with a box cutter 
on Selby Avenue and fled on foot, but police 
caught him nearby. The victim’s head injuries 
were not life-threatening. 

West End
Robbery—A home invasion and assault oc-

curred on the 1000 block of Pleasant Avenue 
at about 3:30 a.m. Sunday, December 28.

Burglary—A home on the 400 block of 
Michigan Street was broken into at about 4:00 
p.m. Saturday, December 27. 

—A home on the 300 block of Goodrich 
Avenue was broken into on Monday, Decem-
ber 29.

—Still Smokin’, 666 W. 7th St., was broken 
into between 4:00 and 4:30 a.m. Thursday, 
January 1. An attempted theft from auto oc-
curred nearby and another business on the 
block was also burglarized around that time.

—A safe was stolen from Fresh Grounds 
Cafe, 1362 W. 7th St., sometime before 6:00 
a.m. Friday, January 2.

—An 18-year-old West End man was ar-
rested for burglary at about 12:30 a.m. Sun-
day, January 4. A neighbor called police at 
just before midnight on Saturday to say that 
she heard glass breaking and saw a man at the 
Liquor Barrel store, 665 W. 7th St. A police 
dog tracked the suspect to a house on the 400 
block of Michigan Street and he was arrested. 

Theft—Police arrested a 36-year-old West 
End man for theft near the Palace Recreation 
Center, 781 Palace Ave., at about 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, December 14. The suspect was seen 
casing houses. Stolen mail was found in the 
man’s jacket. 

—Coins were stolen from a washing ma-
chine in the laundry room of an apartment 
building on the 1500 block of West 7th Street 
between midnight and 1:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
January 7. The machine’s coin box was dam-
aged in the theft.

Crime Report
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By Bob Gilbert

The blizzard that swept across the 
Upper Midwest from November 
27-30, 1905, is remembered as one 

of the worst storms in history for the havoc 
it wrought on Great Lakes shipping. Of the 
30 large vessels caught out on Lake Superior 
during the wintry blast, more than half a 
dozen either sank or ran aground, and a total 
of 35 of their crew members perished.

With below-zero temperatures and 
wind gusts of 70 mph, the Thanksgiving 
storm of 1905 was even 
more ferocious than the 
infamous gale of November 
10, 1975, that sent the 
Edmund Fitzgerald and its 
crew of 29 to the bottom of 
Lake Superior, according 
to Curt Brown, author of 
the new book, So Terrible 
A Storm: A Tale of Fury on 
Lake Superior. 

“In Minnesota we love 
hot dish, the state high 
school hockey tournament 
and talking about the 
weather,” said Brown, a 
reporter for the StarTribune 
and resident of the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood of St. Paul. “For me, that 
storm had the most fascinating narrative, 
especially because of the randomness of 
those who lived and those who died.”

Brown, 48, was inspired to write the book 
following a tour of the Split Rock Lighthouse 
on the North Shore six years ago. “I don’t 
remember if it was the brochure or the tour 
guide,” he said. “But somewhere I learned 
that Congress appropriated $75,000 to build 
the lighthouse after the great storm of 1905. 
That sparked my curiosity, which turned into 
a full-blown obsession, which turned into 
this book.”

Weather forecasters in 1905 worked 
without the benefit of Doppler radar, but 
Duluth meteorologist Herbert Richardson 
was able to notify ship captains in advance 
that a big storm was imminent. With an 
Alberta clipper blowing in from the west 
and warm air coming up from the south, 
Richardson posted warning flags all along 
Duluth’s docks.

However, many ship captains decided to 
risk a voyage anyway. Shipping on the Great 
Lakes had been interrupted by an unusually 
large number of storms that year according 
to Brown, and some of the captains may have 
felt pressured to make one more run before 
winter set in.

All 30 ships caught out on Lake Superior 

were damaged, Brown said, but he largely 
focuses on four of them: The Madeira, the 
Mataafa, the Crescent City and the Ira H. 
Owen. Researching their stories required 
all of the investigative skills that Brown has 
honed in his three decades as a newspaper 
reporter. No other books have been written 
about the storm, and if any eye witnesses to 
its fury were still living, Brown did not find 
them. 

Initially, Brown said, he considered writing 
the book as fiction, sewing the historical facts 
together with the aid of his own imagination. 

However, he said, there 
were enough “aha!” 
moments in his research to 
convince him to hew to the 
rigors of a true history.

Brown pieced his 300-
page manuscript together 
from the archives of the 
Minnesota History Center, 
the Wisconsin Superior 
Library, Bowling Green 
University and the website 
www.boatnerd.com. He 
also drew on the published 
accounts of former Duluth 
News Tribune reporter 
Mary McFadden, who 

served as his guardian angel throughout the 
project. Her in-depth coverage of the storm 
in 1905 served as a benchmark for his own 
research, Brown said.

That research involved sending postcards 
to every resident of Ohio named Humble 
to locate the kin of Mataafa captain Richard 
Humble. One day while watching his son’s 
soccer game, Brown got a telephone call from 
Maryjane Honner of Sterling, Michigan, a 
great niece of Thomas Honner, captain of the 

Ira H. Owen. She shared family stories with 
Brown and told him how he could contact 
Captain Honner’s grandson, a Virginia 
architect who sent Brown the program 
from his grandfather’s funeral and copies of 
the letters of condolence his grandmother 
received from other sea captains.

“Some of the family trees (of the crew 
members caught in the storm) have been cut 
off,” Brown said, “and so to breathe a little life 
into families that no longer exist was a little 
haunting.”

So Terrible a Storm delves into the social 
and economic history of Duluth and the men 
and women who had a hand in making it 
the second busiest harbor in the U.S. in 1905 
behind New York City. And that was in just 
a nine-month season. Back then, iron ore, 
lumber and grain were the major exports 
from the twin ports of Duluth and Superior 
and ships arrived and departed every half 
hour. 

In his book, Brown tells of the 10,000 
Duluth citizens who ventured out in that 
frigid November storm to witness the drama 
as the Mataafa ran aground on a shoal 700 
feet off shore. Huddled beside bonfires, 
they watched helplessly for hours as the 
tempest battered the ore carrier. Three of the 
Mataafa’s crew perished when they either 
jumped or were washed overboard. Six 
others froze to death on the ship. Fourteen 
were eventually rescued.

The Ira H. Owen was hauling barley to 
Buffalo when it and its entire crew of 19 were 
lost in the storm near Wisconsin’s Apostle 
Islands. 

The 436-foot Madeira was wrecked 
immediately below where Split Rock 
Lighthouse now stands. Seaman Fred Benson 
timed it perfectly. He jumped off the boat as 

it crashed against the rocks and scampered 
up the cliff, then threw a rope down to nine 
of his stranded shipmates. They all survived, 
though another mate was swept into the 
raging lake when the barge split in two.

A mile up the lake from Duluth, the 
Crescent City ran aground between two 
cliffs. Had it landed 50 feet to the right or left, 
it would have splintered against the rocks. As 
it was, the crew was able to run a ladder from 
the ship’s deck down to the cliff and escape.

Brown grew up in Glencoe, Illinois, on 
the shores of Lake Michigan. He studied 
history and journalism at Macalester College, 
and following his graduation in 1982, went 
to work for the Fergus Falls Daily Journal, 
covering news coming out of the state 
Capitol. He was later hired as a sportswriter 
for the St. Paul Pioneer Press, and for the past 
20 years has been a news reporter for the 
StarTribune.

“Compared to what I’m used to writing, 
this book was like a flower budding in 
the springtime,” Brown said. “I could say 
whatever I felt and make it as long as I 
wanted. In one part, I got to compare the two 
piers that stretch out (into Lake Superior) 
at Duluth to a sleepwalker’s arms. That’s 
something that would never get past my 
editors at the StarTribune.”

Brown will discuss the 1905 storm and his 
new book during a free program that begins 
at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 27, at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. (For reservations, call 651-259-3015.) 
The author will also read from his book in a 
free program at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 
10, at Barnes & Noble in Har Mar Mall.

With a load of 
barley in its 
hold, the Ira H. 
Owen foun-
dered in the 
1905 storm on 
Lake Superior 
and its entire 
crew of 19 
were killed, 
including 
Oliver Camp-
bell, whose 
great nephew 
Al Campbell 
of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, sent 
Curt Brown 
this photo of 
the crew.

On the Town

Looking for Good Chinese
Food at Reasonable Prices?

GOLDEN
CHOW MEIN

Eat-in or Take-out
Mon-Sat 11-8

Closed Sundays

WEST SEVENTH STREET

1105 W. 7TH ST 651-228-1276
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Trying to think of a unique,
fun, flavorful Valentine’s Day gift 

for your special someone?
Order a handmade, custom designed,

ice cream Valentine heart today!!
Ask one of our friendly Scoopers for assistance.

RIGHT LIKE YOU REMEMBER IT.
Retail • Gifts • Cakes • Wholesale • Catering

750 GRAND AVE • ST. PAUL, MN 651-293-1655
4737 CEDAR AVE • MPLS, MN 612-722-2261

The gale of November 1905
Author relates the fury of deadly Lake Superior storm

Mataafa captain Dick Humble

So Terrible a Storm author Curt Brown.
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Lower School K-4     Middle School 5-8

Quaker Education since 1988
Peace, Equality, Simplicity, Integrity and Community

Admissions Open House
 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  January 23rd

1365 Englewood Avenue, St. Paul
 651-917-0636    www.fsmn.org

Admissions Open House
Thursday, Feb 5th, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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* while supplies last. all sales final. not redeemable with other discounts or promotional offers.

100’s of items on sale including:
Eminence organic skin care
Jane Iredale mineral based make-up
Davines hair care
Verikira natural aromatherapy
Murad skin care

25-75% off

Books
Poet Nikki Giovanni will discuss her new 
collection, Bicycle, with “Talking Volumes” 
host Kerri Miller at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
January 22, at the Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. 
Exchange St. For tickets, priced at $20, call 
651-290-1221.

The Central Library History Book Club 
will discuss Doris Kearns Goodwin’s book, 
Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln, on January 22. The club 
meets at noon on the fourth Thursday of 
each month in the fourth floor Community 
Room of the library, 90 W. 4th St. Admission 
is free and open to all. Call 651-266-7000, 
extension 5.
The Fireside Literary Series returns with 
free readings by newly published Minne-
sota authors at 7:00 p.m. Thursdays at the 
Hamline-Midway Library, 1558 W. Minne-
haha Ave. The schedule includes John Coy 
and Julie Schumacher from their young adult 
novels, Box Out and Black Box, respectively, 
on January 22; and poet and memoirist 
David Mura from his debut novel, Famous 
Suicides of the Japanese Empire, February 5. 
Coffee and cookies will be served. Call 651-
222-3242.
“Soap Boxing,” the monthly poetry slam 
featuring St. Paul’s best spoken-word artists, 
will return at 8:00 p.m. Monday, February 
2, to the Artists’ Quarter, 408 St. Peter St. 
Special guest is underground hip hop artist 
Dessa of Doomtree, a poet, writer and 
professor at St. Paul’s McNally Smith College 
of Music. Admission is $5.00, or free to those 
who compete. Call 612-207-7991.

Exhibits
“Nature: Provocations, Reflections, Abstrac-
tions,” a variety of works by the 16 members 
of the Rain Collective are being displayed 
through February 28 at the Vine Arts Center, 
2637 27th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Call 612-
728-5745.
“Jews Of Color: In Color,” photos of small 
Jewish communities around the world that 
challenge stereotypes of the Jewish people 
are on view through February at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Call 
651-698-0751.

“The Green House: New Designs in Sustain-
able Architecture,” photos and drawings 
of 22 single- and multi-family residences 
that document a new brand of sustainable 
building, are on view through March 8 at the 
HGA Gallery in Rapson Hall at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, 89 Church St. SE. in Min-
neapolis. Admission is free.

“Restful Places,” an exhibit of finely crafted 
 cremation urns and objects, is being dis-
played through March 29 at the American 
Association of Woodturners Gallery in Land-
mark Center. The funerary works range from 
the comedic to the reverential and from the 
sophisticated to the colorful. Admission is 
free. Call 651-484-9094.

The College of Visual Arts, 173 N. Western 
Ave., will open a juried student exhibition 
with a reception from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, January 22. A roundtable discussion 
with the jurors will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Thursday, January 29. The exhibit will 
remain on view through February 14. Call 
651-757-4080.

Works by 11 Metropolitan State University 
art instructors will be displayed from January 
29 through February 27 in the Metro State 
library, 645 E. 7th St. From paintings and 
drawings to film and the spoken word, the 
show features the talents of Ed Bok Lee, 
James Byrne, Joseph Flores, G.E. Patterson, 
Patricia Hoolihan, Alison McGhee, David 

Means, Suzanne Nielsen, Erica Spitzer Ras-
mussen, Anne Sugnet and Pamela Valfer. An 
opening reception will be held from 4:00 to 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 29. The gallery 
is open from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

“Front, Back & Between,” prints, artist’s 
books, fine press works and other endeavors 
by members of the Minnesota Center for 
Books Arts cooperative, will be displayed 
from January 23 through March 8 at the 
MCBA, 1011 Washington Ave. S. in Minne-
apolis. An opening reception will be held 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Friday, January 23. 
Artists Georgia A. Greeley, Richard Stephens, 
M.C. Hyland and C.B. Sherlock will discuss 
their methods at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, January 
31. Admission is free. Call 612-215-2520.

Film
Party Girl (1995), a coming of age comedy 
about a free-spirited young woman who 
takes a job as a library clerk to prove to her 
librarian godmother that she is a responsible 
adult, will be shown on Thursday, January 
22, at the University of St. Thomas. Parker 
Posey stars. The screening begins at 4:00 p.m. 
in Room 108 of the O’Shaughnessy-Frey 
Library. Admission is free. Refreshments will 
be served.

Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk, 
a new film from the makers of Everest that 
ventures down the Colorado River by raft 
to highlight a looming global water crisis, 
is being shown daily through June 11 at 
the Science Museum of Minnesota’s Omni-
theater. The Colorado, the source of water for 
25 million Americans, is at its lowest level in 
85 years. Trip leaders Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
and Wade Davis note the ways in which the 
river has changed since they last traversed its 
white water and what the changes mean for 
water worldwide. Tickets are $7.50, $6.50 for 
students and seniors. Call 651-221-9444.

Dance
Wil Swanson and his Minnesota troupe 
will premiere “moving through the thin 
air of nothingness” on January 22-25 at the 
Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S. 

“Eastman Johnson: Paintings and Draw­ings of the Lake Superior Ojibw­e,” 40 oils, char-
coals and pastel w­orks by the 19th-century artist, w­ill be displayed from January 31 
through May 10 at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. A native of Maine, 
Johnson studied art in Europe before journeying to the area around Lake Superior in 
1856. There he created numerous draw­ings and paintings of the native people. Admis-
sion is $10, $8.00 for seniors and students and $5.00 for children ages 6-17. Film clips 
and conversation on “American Indians/American Movies” w­ill be offered by cultural 
historian Elise Marubbio at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 10. Call 651-259-3000.
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“We want everyone to know who’s 
playing � e O’Shaughnessy. 
And around here, everyone reads 
the Villager.”               
              
         Brandie Greig,

        Managing Director
                    � e O’Shaughnessy

“Advertising in the Villager wasn’t a hard 
decision. � e readership appreciates the 
arts and is active in our community. � e 
perfect audience for artists like Kevin Kling, 
Olympia Dukakis and Maya Angelou. People 
have come to associate � e O’Shaughnessy 
with outstanding performances. Every home 
in the area receives the Villager, and like 
me, many read it cover to cover. So I feel 
con� dent that I’m reaching people who are 
in tune with our programming. � at’s what I 
want for my ad dollars. And that’s what I get 
from the Villager.”

Call 651.699.1462 and put 
your marketing dollars in 

the right place.
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GET AN ADDITIONAL
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DON’TMISS THIS!

From all of us at Mendes Family Dentistry.
We are second generation dentists who have lived in and

served our community for over 35 years.
                                                               Paul & Charles Mendes

FREE*
Consultations

• Cosmetic Veneers
• Bonding
• Smile Design
• Implants

*new patients only

550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)
651-699-0404 • www.MendesFamilyDentistry.com

Professional
teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

&
4 Bite Wing X-Rays
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in Minneapolis. An exploration of movement 
through a forest of projected light and photog­
raphy, Swanson’s choreography will take the 
stage at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8:00 p.m. Friday, 
2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $22. Call 612­340­1725.

Beginning square dance lessons are being 
offered at 6:15 p.m. Mondays through June 
8 at the West 7th Community Center, 265 
Oneida St. Couples, families and singles are 
welcome to attend. No registration is neces­
sary. Admission is $3.00. Call 651­298­5493.

James Sewell Ballet, the company of St. Paul­
bred dancer and choreographer James Sewell, 
will present new works by Nicolas Lincoln, 
Penelope Freeh, Morgan Thorson and Sally 
Rousse on January 29 through February 1. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8:00 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday 
at the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $26. Call 
612­340­1725.

Music
Urban Hillbilly Quartet leader Erik Brandt 
will celebrate the release of his new solo CD, 
“Sometimes,” with a concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 22, at Ginkgo Coffee­
house, 721 N. Snelling Ave. The recording is 
a collection of 10 original songs that Brandt 
produced with Miklos Szula, one of a cast of 
Hungarian musicians whom he met during 
his 2007­08 sojourn in Budapest. Tickets are 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door, $8.00 with 
student ID. Call 651­645­2647.
The easy-listening trio Friendz will perform 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, January 22 and 29, 
at the Black Dog Cafe, 4th and Broadway 
streets. Admission is $5.00. 
The Grammy Award-winning hard rock 
band Slipknot kicks off its “All Hope Is Gone” 
tour at 7:00 p.m. Friday, January 23, at the 
Xcel Energy Center. Special guests Coheed, 
Cambria and Trivium will round out the bill. 
Tickets at $39 and $45 are available at the 
Xcel or by calling 651­989­5151.
The early-music Rose Ensemble will 
perform from noon to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
January 28, in the third floor Magazine 
Room at St. Paul’s Central Library, 90 W. 4th 
St. Admission is free. Call 651­266­7000.
A flamenco guitar extravaganza featuring 
six of the area’s finest practitioners will be 
presented on Saturday, January 31, by the 
Minnesota Guitar Society. Ben Abrahamson, 
Scott Mateo Davies, Dave Elrod, Tony 
Hauser, Trevor May and Michael Ziegahn 
will perform alone, in duets and all together. 
The music will begin at 8:00 p.m. in Sundin 
Hall at Hamline University, 1531 Hewitt Ave. 
Tickets are $22, $17 for students and seniors. 
Call 612­677­1151 or visit Cadenza Music on 
Snelling and Selby avenues.
Zeitgeist will hold an open rehearsal for its 
upcoming Playing It Close to Home concert 
at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, February 1, in Studio Z, 
275 E. 4th St. Works by Jeffrey Brooks, Libby 
Larsen, Carei Thomas, Janika Vandervelde 
and David Wolff are on tap. Admission is 
$5.00. Call 651­755­1600.
Dvorak’s Carnival Overture, music from the 
Indiana Jones films, and Copland’s Lincoln 
Portrait narrated by University of Minnesota 
associate professor Kirt Wilson will highlight 
a free concert on Sunday, February 1, by the 
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra. The 
music begins at 3:00 p.m. at St. Matthew’s 
Church, 490 Hall Ave. The program will also 
feature a fanfare that Bernstein wrote for 
JFK’s inauguration in 1961, a performance 
by student musicians and dancers from 
the West Side Neighborhood House, and 
works by Leroy Anderson, Todd Levin and 
Christopher Rouse.
The Hill House Chamber Players will 
be joined by flutist Linda Chatterton and 
violinists Catherine Schubilske and Helen 

Chang in concerts at 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
February 2 and 9, in the art gallery of the 
James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. The 
program includes Four Duets for violin 
and cello by Reinhold Glier, The Turning of 
the Year for flute and guitar by Jeffrey Van, 
Sonata for flute, viola and guitar by Joseph 
Kreutzer, and String Quintet by Mozart. 
Tickets at $16 including refreshments 
and tours of the historic mansion. For 
reservations, call 651­297­2555. 

The annual all-day winter Sacred Harp 
shape­note singing festival returns on 
Saturday, February 7. The event will run 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Park House, 
2120 Park Ave S. in Minneapolis. Shape­
note singing is an American folk tradition 
of singing hymns and gospel songs from 
books using shaped noteheads to indicate 
position in the scale. All are welcome to sing. 
No experience is necessary. Admission is 
free, but donations will be taken. A potluck 
dinner will be served at noon. Child care will 
be provided, but children are also welcome in 
the singing room. Call 651­457­7762.

Theater
Playwright Kevin Kling’s meditation on 
love and loss and a Minnesota winter, The 
Ice Fishing Play is being performed through 
February 1 at Theatre in the Round, 245 
Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Sitting alone 
in his icehouse in the middle of a frozen 
lake waiting to catch the big one, Ron is 
inundated with memories of his past and 
visions of his present. Sarah Gioia directs the 
cast of seven. Show times are 8:00 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets 
are $20. Call 612­333­3010.
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, playwright Jeffrey 
Hatcher’s fresh take on the Robert Louis 
Stevenson tale about a split personality, is 
being staged through February 8 at Park 
Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place. The drama 
unfolds around two distinct persons who 
share a single body—Dr. Henry Jekyll, a 
scientist who avoids intimacy; and Mr. 
Edward Hyde, a sexual predator with an 
overpowering need to fall in love. The play 
stars Steve Hendrickson, Alan Sorenson, 
Peter Christian Hansen, Jean Salo and 
Stephen D’Ambrose. Director David Mann 
and actors J. C. Cutler, Hendrickson and 
Emily Gunyou Halaas will discuss the show 
in a free program at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
January 28, at the Merriam Park Branch 
Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. For reservations, 
call 651­291­7005.

Charles Gounod’s Faust will be performed 
by the Minnesota Opera from January 24 
through February 1 at the Ordway. Based 
on Goethe’s classic tale of an aging man who 
makes a deal with the devil to regain his 
youth, it will be sung in French with English 
translations projected above the stage. Paul 
Groves, Kyle Ketelsen, Judith Howarth 
and Lucas Meachem star. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday and at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, February 
1. Tickets are $20 to $150. Call 612­333­6669.

Hitchcock Blonde, Terry Johnson’s cinematic 
thriller about obsession, desire and the psy­
che of director Alfred Hitchcock, will open 
on January 30 at the Jungle Theater, 2951 
Lyndale Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The spine­
tingling mystery unfolds at a villa in the 
Greek isles where a British film professor and 
his young assistant sift through the decayed 
remains of a long lost Hitchcock movie. 
Meanwhile, in 1950s Hollywood, Hitchcock 
himself is auditioning an unknown blonde to 
be the body­double for his infamous Psycho 
shower scene. Directed by Joel Sass, the play 
stars Heidi Bakke, J.C. Cutler, Mikki Daniels, 
Eric Knutson, Tom Sherohman, Craig And­
erson and Antoneete Trussoni. The curtain 
rises at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 
8:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 and 
7:30 p.m. Sunday through March 8. Tickets 
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  And other                                   good food
656 Grand Avenue  •  55105  • 651-228-9030

www.tavernongrand.com

You are, at Tavern on Grand!
Enter your favorite main course entrée by January 31, 2009. Selected recipients will receive a $50.00 
gift certificate and have their entrée featured as a dinner special on our Tuesday night menu throughout 
February. We welcome participants in our kitchen for help in the preparation of the entrée. Please return 
ad with attached recipe in envelope, include name and phone number. Drop off, or mail, or e-mail.

Name _______________ Phone ______________

      info@tavernongrand.com___________________

are $28-$36 with discounts for students and 
seniors. Call 612-822-7063. 

Forks of Ivy, a full-length drama by Cass 
Erickson, will be given a staged reading at 
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, January 30 
and 31, at the Lowry Lab Theater, 350 St. 
Peter St. A coproduction of the Theater 
Space Project and the Lex-Ham Community 
Theater, the play tells of an aging patriarch in 
the mountains of southern Appalachia who 
questions his faith following the accidental 
death of his son. Admission is free, though 
donations will be taken. 

“Full Circle Plus,” an evening of one-act 
plays, will be presented on January 30, 31 
and February 1 by the students of Visitation 
School and St. Thomas Academy. Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 
4:00 p.m. Sunday in DeSales Auditorium at 
Visitation, 2455 Visitation Drive in Mendota 
Height. Admission is $10, $5.00 for students 
and seniors. Call 651-454-4570.

Family
A storytime for toddlers and their families 
involving music, songs, chants, finger play 
and movement will be offered at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays, January 21 and 28, at 
the East Lake Library, 2727 E. Lake St. in 
Minneapolis. The half-hour sessions are 
conducted by Musikgarten of Minnehaha 
Falls. For information, call 612-630-6550.

Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to storytimes for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues-
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
days. Featured in other free programs will 
be author-illustrator Mo Willems and Naked 
Mole Rat Gets Dressed at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
January 22; alphabet story and craft with 
artist Ellen Ferrari, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
January 24; scenes from SteppingStone 
Theatre’s Ruby! The Story of Ruby Bridges, 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, January 31. Call 651-
224-8320.

The Gruffalo, a monstrously fun musical 
adaptation of the award-winning picture 
book, is being performed through February 
22 at the Children’s Theatre, 2400 3rd Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. It tells of Mouse, who sets 
off on an adventure through the deep, dark 
woods, scaring hungry animals away with tall 
stories of a terrifying beast. For show times 
and tickets, priced from $20-$35, $14-$29 for 
children and seniors, call 612-874-0400.

“Saturday Live!,” free entertainment for 
children at 11:15 a.m. Saturdays at St. Paul’s 
Central Library, 90 W. 4th St., will feature 
magician Star Michaelina on January 24; the 
music, puppets and stories of Safari Greg 
on January 31; and “Land of 10,000 Lakes: 
Minnesota’s 150-year Connection to Water,” 
a puppet show in Spanish and English by In 
the Heart of the Beast, February 7.
The Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall 
Ave., will show family movies at 2:00 p.m. 
Saturdays, January 24, February 7 and 12. 
Bring pillows to sit on. Refreshments will be 
provided. Call 651-642-0385.
“All About Groundhogs,” an interactive 
program for 2- and 3-year-olds and their 
families, will be offered from 9:30 to 11:00 
a.m. Thursday, February 5, at the Bell 
Museum of Natural History, 17th and 
University avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. 
Meet a groundhog, sing groundhog songs, 
practice hibernating like a groundhog and 
find out how groundhogs can tell us when 
spring is coming. The program is free 
with museum admission ($5.00, $3.00 for 
children). To register, call 612-624-9050.

Et cetera 
“Global Hotdish” will be presented at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, January 24, in 3M Auditorium 
at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Emceed by T. Mychael Rambo, 
the 90-minute variety show will feature 
organ grinder Angelo Rulli; the Wacky 
Chickens with Lloyd Brandt and Rosie Cole; 
the circus antics of Lucy Lawton, Alondra 
Kingman and Gabriel Cole-Brandt; the 
Misora Taiko drummers; the dance and 
puppetry of Zorongo Flamenco; storyteller 
Beth Gilleland; and Dan Newton and the 
Cafe Accordion Orchestra. Admission is $12, 
$5.00 for children ages 6-17.
“Sample Night Live,” a monthly preview 
of a dozen performing arts events, returns 
on Wednesday, February 4, to the History 
Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. The show opens 
at 7:00 p.m. with a G-rated segment. The 
unrated portion begins at 8:15 p.m. Among 
its 12 acts will be the History Theatre, Teatro 
del Pueblo, Theatre of Fools, magician Tom 
Bealke, comedian Eric Nigg, the Minneapolis 
sextet Absent Arch, the Irish dance troupe 
Rinca na Chroi and previews of the films 
We Killed Alice and Scrap. Tickets are $20, 
$15 for students and seniors and $5.00 for 
children ages 5-10. Call 612-825-8949.

Scarlett Thompson and Stacia Rice star in The Miracle Worker, William Gibson’s drama 
about deaf, mute and blind Helen Keller of Tuscumbia, Alabama, and the teacher who 
rescued her from a dark and tortured existence. Produced in collaboration with the 
Torch Theatre, it is playing through February 21 at the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. The 
curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Tickets are $25-$30, $22-$28 for seniors and $10 for students. Several shows will be in-
terpreted for the deaf. Hands-on activities for children on the life of Keller will be offered 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, January 24. For reservations, call 651-292-4323.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Buzzing about 
hockey at SPA

There were so many high school games played over the 
holidays that I suppose I can’t be blamed for missing 
one of the best. However, those who did make it to the 

St. Paul Academy boys’ hockey game on January 3 were 
rewarded by witnessing one of the state’s oldest prep hockey 
programs accomplish something that hadn’t occurred in a 
long, long time. 

That night, the Spartans team, which includes players 
from Mounds Park Academy, took the ice at the citadel of 
prep hockey known as Blake School and came away with a 
3-0 victory. The heroes that night were Wyatt Wenzel, who 
scored a pair of goals, and goalie Steven Estep, who turned 
away all 40 shots—including a couple of them on breakaways.

SPA’s victory over the perennial Tri-Metro Conference 
powerhouse qualifies as news on its own merits. But when 
you consider that the last time the Spartans beat Blake not a 
single one of the current SPA players was even born, the win 
earns a spot as one of the most noteworthy achievements of 
the prep season. 

“We’ve been checking the record books ever since that 
game,” said Mike Brown, who serves as SPA’s co-athletic 
director and unofficial historian of Spartan lore. “We think 
that it’s been 20 years, but it might be longer than that.”

Regular readers of the Villager may recall that SPA coach 
Craig Norwich was cautiously optimistic when his team 
started practice two months ago. “It’s a good nucleus of kids,” 
he said in this paper’s annual high school hockey preview. 
“If we can stay healthy, we should show improvement over 
last season.” 

And how. The hockey season is now half over and the 
Spartans, who were 8-3-1 as of January 13, already had more 
wins than last year, when they finished with a 7-15 record.

“I didn’t even know it until the kids told me,” Norwich said 
of the long winless streak against Blake. “I just told the kids 
they needed to read Ken Dryden’s book, The Game. Dryden 
said the hardest thing to do is to come down from a big win 
and get ready for the next game.”

That was something Norwich learned in his youth playing 
in Edina, where winning was a way of life—and something to 
be enjoyed just for the moment. By the next day, it was back 
to business and getting ready for the next battle. By the time 
he moved to Wisconsin and later to the NHL with Montreal, 
Norwich was well-schooled in that mindset. He is still trying 
to instill the same concept in his troops, but it isn’t as easy as 
it sounds. “Some of our guys aren’t used to the idea,” Norwich 
admitted, “but we’re learning.”

Five days after the big win over the Bears, the Spartans 
were struggling, needing three third-period goals to outlast 
Prairie Centre, an outfit that combines players from Long 
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Children Learn by Experience
Families recognize the instructional
experience developed the past 18 years
as Minnesota’s Original Swim School.
Book now for Winter & Spring
Spectacular Swimming!

Visit familyswim.com
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Pay NOTHING until March 1 with EFT registration.

By Bill Wagner

The Henry Sibley boys’ basket-
ball game on January 9 provided 
proof positive that the Warriors 

have moved into the big time. A school-
record crowd of 2,800 packed the Sibley 
gym that evening to watch the Warriors, 
the second-ranked team in the state in 
Class AAAA, take on top-ranked and 
undefeated Hopkins, perceived by many 
as the best prep basketball team in Min-
nesota in years.

The Warriors lost 77-66 to fall to 8-
2 on the season, but the score was not 
nearly as revealing as the event itself. 
Both schools had sold advance tickets 
leading up to the game and what the 
huge crowd said is that Sibley, which 
finished second to Minnetonka in last 
year’s state tournament, has arrived as a 
state power. This is the second straight 
year that the Warriors have been among 
the state’s top 10 teams and they have 
earned every bit of that respect.

The Sibley-Hopkins game was a 
matchup of two teams laden with Divi-
sion I college prospects, and after a slug-
gish first half, the Warriors were able to 
make a pretty good run at the Royals. 
Problem was, Hopkins always seemed 
to have an answer at the right time.

Hopkins coach Ken Novak was im-
pressed with the play of Sibley—es-
pecially the way the Warriors hit the 
boards—and was worried about the sec-
ond-half run the Warriors made. 

After the game Novak mentioned 
to his players that the two teams could 
meet again this year at state. “If we don’t 
get better, Sibley will beat us,” he told 
them. “They know that they have some 
things to work on and we know that we 
have some things to work on, but this 
was a great basketball game.”

Sibley coach Tom Dasovich, who 
once played for Novak, said the game 
proved that the Warriors can play with 
the state’s best. “Our guys are confident, 
even though we lost,” he said. “To get the 
experience of playing in a game like that 
is really valuable. We were nervous at 
first, but we settled down and gave them 
a battle.”

Despite the loss, the Warriors appear 
to be steaming ahead toward a return 
trip to state. Four nights after losing to 
Hopkins, Sibley blew out North St. Paul 
to go up 2-0 in the Classic Suburban 
Conference. And just before the Hop-
kins game, the Warriors also blasted a 

talented Tartan club. 
“We held (the Titans) to 15 points in 

the first half at their place,” Dasovich 
said. “That was the first time all year that 
we’ve had that kind of defense on the 
court.”

By most accounts, this year’s Sibley 
team is even better than the one that 
suffered a tough loss in the state finals 
last year. The Warriors led Minnetonka 
by 13 points at the end of the first half in 
the state title match, only to squander it 
in the second half. It was the first-ever 
trip to state for Sibley.

This year, the Warrior lineup is punc-
tuated with the one-two punch of 6-foot-
8 seniors Mike Bruesewitz and Chris 
Halvorsen, who are considered the best 
forward combination in the state. Brue-
sewitz, who will play at Wisconsin next 
season, was averaging more than 20 
points and 11 rebounds a game through 
early January. Halvorsen, who is headed 
to Valparaiso, was averaging more than 
13 points and two steals a game.

Senior guard Maurice Hernandez is 

averaging more than 15 points a game 
and makes the opposition pay if it dou-
bles up on Halvorsen or Bruesewitz. 
“He’s hitting 40 percent on three-point-
ers,” Dasovich said about Hernandez. 
“He’s one of the top three-point threats 
in the state.”

At center is 7-foot junior Jake Kreuser, 
a work in progress who has logged near-
ly six points, five rebounds and three 
blocks a game. His presence in the mid-
dle makes it almost impossible for most 
teams to mount an inside attack.

Senior point guard Francis Bungue has 
done a good job setting up the offense 
and has been averaging four points, four 
assists and two steals a game. His backup 
is senior Jameal North.

Another talented Sibley player off the 
bench is junior Mike Rostampour, who 
is expected to be the team’s next out-
standing forward. He contributed six 
points off the bench against Hopkins. 

As one might expect, opposing 

Flashing gold ’n’ red
Highly rated Sibley boys show they can draw a crowd

WrIGht cALL c31

Sibley senior Jameal North sprints down court past fallen teammate Mike 
Bruesewitz after making a steal. PHoto By Brad Stauffer

SIbLEY hoopS c31
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398
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  • Extraordinary
    Cards & Gifts
  • On-going After
    Christmas Sale
     60% Off

LOIS YOUNG

‘‘A special kind of family”

651699-1378
651451-2763

MUSIC • ART
GYMNASIUM

LITERACY

Fall classes
MWF a.m. & T Th a.m.

9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
New: Extended Day classes

9:00 - 2:00 p.m.
on Mon or Wed only, or

Mon and Wed for Pre-Ktg children

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
700 S. Snelling Ave.

37th Year
REGISTRATION

OpEN

By Bill Wagner

If the Minnehaha Academy girls’ basketball 
team returns to the state tournament this 
winter, nobody will be able to say that the 

Redhawks did it the easy way. Minnehaha had 
posted an 11-1 overall record and was 4-0 in 
the Tri-Metro Conference through January 11 
while playing all of those games on the road.

Generally when a school plays such a lop-
sided schedule, it’s because it’s having its gym 
rebuilt. In Minnehaha’s case, it was simply the 
result of quirky scheduling. 

“It was just a fluke thing,” said Redhawks 
coach Josh Thurow, “but we’ve been doing 
all right, and we’re ready to play some home 
games now.”

Despite all of those early contests on the 
road (Minnehaha didn’t play its first home 
game until January 3), the Redhawks have 
been ranked among the top 10 teams in the 
metro area. But then, the club has been mak-
ing a habit of being at or near the top of its 
conference and section. If the Redhawks make 
it to state this season, it will be the third time 
in Thurow’s five years as coach.

Home games or not, Thurow said there’s 
only one way his team wants to get better. 
“You can learn from winning and you can 
learn from losing,” Thurow said. “We prefer 
to learn from winning.”

This is also a team with a special motiva-
tion. Last year, Minnehaha took a 26-3 record 
into the state Class AAA tournament and lost 
to Rogers in the third-place game. Though 
the team lost three players from that squad, 
Thurow said this year’s team seems to have a 
little feistier edge to it. “That isn’t to slight any-
body on last year’s team,” he said. “It’s just that 
this is a different group of players.”

The Redhawks entered the second half of 
the season with plenty of momentum. In the 
two games prior to ending their stretch on 
the road, Minnehaha defeated Braham 67-48 
in nonconference action and trounced Visi-
tation 69-20. This year the Redhawks have 
outscored their opponents by an average of 21 
points. Their only blemish was a 41-48 loss to 
Maple Grove in late December.

“We’re an uptempo team that applies a full-
court pressure,” Thurow said. “Offensively, 
we can score with either an inside or outside 
game. With three of our top four scorers back 
from last year, I’m excited about what this 
team can achieve. Going into the season, we 
knew we’d be OK.”

One of the Hawks’ question marks at the 
outset of the year was the status of junior 
point guard Rachel Hansen, an impact player 
who has been a starter since 8th grade. She 
suffered a serious knee injury in last year’s 
state tournament that required reconstruc-
tive surgery, but has shown that she is fully 
recovered. “She’s probably better than she was 
before,” Thurow said.

Hansen, who is approaching 1,000 career 
points, is averaging 15 points a game. She was 
on fire against Braham on January 10 when 
she poured in 33, and she consistently pro-
vides her teammates with a spark. Against 
New Life Academy last month, for example, 
the Redhawks were trailing by two points at 
the half, but Hansen hit two three-pointers to 
start off the second half and Minnehaha never 
looked back.

Senior forward Sarah Peterson, who has 
been averaging 13 points per contest, is a key 
element in the Hawks’ smothering press. She 
had five of Minnehaha’s 21 steals in just the 
first half of a lopsided win over St. Anthony. 
Peterson also is a strong rebounder and pro-
vides a handful of assists per game.

Sophomore center Katelyn Adams, who is 
now in her second year as a starter, uses her 
6-foot-4 frame to score 10 points per game 
and block a lot of shots. Her offensive touch 
is developing nicely and Thurow said she also 
does a good job of protecting the hoop at the 
back end of the press.

Senior forward AnnaMarie Martino aver-
ages nine points a game, shoots 75 percent 
from the free-throw line and is adept at dish-
ing off the ball. “I think this has been her best 
year,” Thurow said. “She’s one of our best pass-
ers, if not the best.”

The other starter is senior guard Liz 
Mrozek, who contributes several assists per 
game along with lighting-fast defensive skills 
and outstanding ball-handling.

The Redhawks also have a lot of talent com-
ing off the bench in sophomore guard Jana 
Halstensgard, senior forward Britta Monson, 
and junior forwards Sarah Scholl and Analisa 
Ballinger.

Still, Minnehaha has some mountains to 
climb before reaching state. Hill-Murray 
looms as the top threat in the section. However,  
Thurow first wants to secure the conference 
title, which has belonged to DeLaSalle for the 
last two years. The Redhawks and the Island-
ers were set to play each other for the first time 
this season on January 20 at Minnehaha. 

A lot of teams have been trying to chase down Minnehaha Academy this winter. Here 
Sarah Peterson, right, eludes Visitation’s Clare Robinson on a fast break during the  
Redhawks’ 69-20 win on January 9.  PHoto by bRAd StAuffeR

Redhawk girls are on the road 
to another stellar hoop season



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2009  VILLAGER PAGE 31

Summer in the CitiesSummer in the Cities
It might seem like months 
away—and it is—but local 
summer camps for kids are 
already accepting registration for 
programs in academics, music, 
art, theater, sports and more. The 
Villager will be highlighting those 
programs being offered locally with 
our Summer in the Cities special 
section in the February 4 issue. 
Nearly 28,000 youngsters under 
age 18 reside in the neighborhoods 
served by the Villager, and their 
parents will once again be looking 
to our annual guide to summer 
camps for enriching programs for 
their children. Make yours one of 
them and reap the results!

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, 
Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; 

the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

SUMMER IN THE CITIES SECTIoN:    
February 4

Deadline: January 29
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Prairie, Grey Eagle, Melrose and Sauk Centre—none 
of them hockey meccas. 

When Mike Foley coached SPA in the 1970s, 
the Spartans were considered one of the state’s best 
hockey programs. However, by the end of the decade 
Foley had left and the Spartans’ fortunes slid. They 
have been mid-level members—at best—for most of 
their tenure in the Tri-Metro Conference. In recent 
years, Blake and Breck have taken turns at the top 
of the heap, with the rest of the league scrapping for 
third place. 

Thanks to Wenzel, a junior who scored 16 goals 
in the first dozen games of this season, and Michael 
Falvey, who potted 11 in the same time frame, things 
are now looking up for SPA. The Spartans definitely 
have more offense than in past years, which has 
allowed Norwich to shift a couple of forwards to 
help senior Jacob Rice on defense. And as is often the 
case when a team starts to taste success, flowers have 
started to pop up everywhere. For example, Mason 
White, one of five freshmen on SPA’s roster, got tossed 
into the Blake game and fared very well. 

“Last year we played a lot of games where we’d 
be tied 2-2 after two periods, but we’d wear down,” 
Norwich said. “Now we have some depth.” That has 
not only translated into victories, but into perhaps the 
best compliment of them all: Spartan hockey is the 
talk of the hallways on the Randolph Avenue campus.

Where it goes from here is anybody’s guess. Breck 
burst the Spartans’ balloon with a 9-1 victory on 
January 13, and Johnson and Como Park have joined 
the Tri-Metro Conference for hockey, expanding 
the league to seven teams and making life more 
complicated. But things certainly have changed at 
SPA. 

“The kids are feeling good days,” Norwich said. 
“There’s a buzz around the school about the team.”

Matt Birk to enter CAA Hall of Fame
Matt Birk may not know where he’s going to play 

football next season. His current employer, Zygi Wilf, 
hasn’t indicated whether the Minnesota Vikings  will 
offer the 32-year-old center a contract for 2009. If 

not, Birk will likely find other suitors because 300-
pound Pro Bowl-caliber centers with 11 years of NFL 
experience aren’t easy to find.

But Birk does know one thing already. On Monday, 
February 23, he will become the latest inductee into 
the Catholic Athletic Association’s Hall of Fame. Birk, 
who played grade school football at Nativity before 
moving on to Cretin-Derham Hall and Harvard 
University, will be honored that night at a dinner at 
the Mendakota Country Club in Mendota Heights. 
Tickets are $100 a couple, with all proceeds going to 
support CAA programs. For tickets, call CAA athletic 
director Mark Courtney at 651-227-1741 or e-mail 
Tim Doran at tim@stpatricksguild.com.

RIP, R.V.
There were really three sides to Ron Vannelli. First 

was the convivial fellow you’d meet on the street, 
the guy who always had a smile on his face and was 
happy to talk.

Second was the fellow who lived and breathed 
hockey, siring five players, all of whom played hockey 
at the college level. (Tom, who played at SPA and 
the University of Minnesota, and brother Greg, who 
played for St. Thomas Academy and the College of 
St. Thomas, now co-coach the STA pucksters.) The 
legacy eventually spread to Vannelli’s grandsons, one 
of whom played for the Golden Gophers earlier this 
decade.

Third was the strict but fair taskmaster who was 
one of the game’s best prep and college hockey 
referees in the 1960s and ’70s. It’s a rare occasion 
when a coach looks out on the ice before a game and 
is pleased to see who’s officiating. Vannelli was one of 
those refs because he didn’t care who won the game. 
He knew the rules backwards and forwards called 
them just as he saw them.  

Vannelli died on January 11 at the age of 80. 
Though he had been ill for several years, his presence 
was always felt around the game he loved. Less 
than two weeks before his death, he was at a game 
watching a family member play. He’ll be missed, but 
always remembered by those who knew him.

(Reach Dave Wright at dwright53@msn.com.)

29 WRIGHT CALL

coaches are envious when they look 
over Sibley’s lineup. One of them is 
Woodbury coach Scott Swansson, 
whose team put up a good fight but 
lost to Sibley in the section semifinal 
last season. “Sibley and Hopkins are 
the two top teams in the state and I 
think it’s quite clear,” Swansson said. 
“But Sibley this year is a year older 
and more experienced.”

Swansson said he likes the way 
Bruesewitz makes his teammates 
around him better. “I wish we had 
him,” he said. “If we did, we’d be re-

ally, really good. He’s a banger who 
can score and kick the ball back out, 
which would be great because we 
have some good shooters. But I think 
the guy who gets overlooked is Her-
nandez. He can knock ’em down.”

Long-time Mounds View coach 
Zig Kauls, who knows boys’ basket-
ball inside and out, agreed that the 
battle for the state title will likely 
come down to Hopkins and Sibley. “I 
don’t think you’re going to find any 
other Class AAAA school with the 
kind of athletes those two schools 
have,” he said.

29 SIBLEY HOOPS

National Hockey League alumni from Minnesota, including Don Beaupre, 
Brian Bellows, Dwight Bialowas, Brian Bonin, Jack Carlson, Tom Chorske, Joe 
Dziedzic, Jim Korn, Reed Larson, Chris McAlpine, Craig Norwich and Tim 
Young, will take on the coaches of the Highland Central Hockey Association 
(HCHA) in a game at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, February 7, at Charles M. Schulz 
Arena, 800 S. Snelling Ave. The exhibition game is the centerpiece of an HCHA 
benefit on February 7-8 that will include a silent auction and the fourth annual 
Mite Jamboree, a round-robin hockey competition for 16 teams. Admission to 
the alumni game is $5.00. The HCHA is hoping to raise $6,000 to help pay for 
ice time, uniforms and player scholarships. For information or to contribute 
an item for the auction, call Molly Barrett at 651-245-3288.

The Midwest Gymnastics 2009 Winter Carnival Classic for girls’ Junior 
Olympic levels 4-10 will be held on Saturday and Sunday, January 24-25, at St. 
Paul RiverCentre. Admission is $8.00-$13 for a day or $11-$21 for the week-
end, with $2.00 and $5.00 discounts for those with a Winter Carnival button. 
Children age 4 and younger will be admitted free. Visit www.midwestgymnas-
tics.com or call 651-482-9616.

� e Minnesota � under has announced the application process for its annu-
al player combine at the National Sports Center in Blaine on Monday through 
� ursday, February 16-19. � e cost is $195 for commuters and $295 for oth-
ers. � e � under will reimburse players who sign a 2009 contract. � e appli-
cation deadline is January 23.  To register, e-mail Trina Kramer at combine@
mnthunder.com.

Sports Shorts
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Classifieds
home improvementS

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 20+ 
ye a r s  ex c e p t i o n a l  ex p e r - 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block; 25 years' experience. 
Small jobs ok. Free estimates. 
Insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

CUSTOM CABINETRY & WOOD-
WORKING. Complete interiors to 
single items. 30+ years local busi-
ness. Licensed. Insured. Terry, 651-
649-4696.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING, bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti-
mates; John, 651-808-4055.

TILE INSTALLATION. Custom 
showers, floors, backsplashes, 
mosaics. Natural stone, ceramic, 
porcelain. Michael Andrew Tile & 
Stone. 612-701-7676.

REMODEL BEFORE Grandma 
visits. Re-design kids' rooms.  
Re-organize closets. Interior car-
pentry/remodel. Eliot Stadler, 651-
785-3873.

COMPLETE REMODELING 
Services. Kitchens, bathrooms, 
basements, interior carpentry, re-
placement windows and doors. 
Thomas Seeman Enterprises, 612-
721-2530.

B & B CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
(formerly known as Bruce's 
Upholstery.) Family owned since 
1962. Furniture, autos, boats, etc. 
Free estimates, pickup/delivery. 
651-451-1496.

WEATHERIZATION. INSULA-
TION. Weatherstripping. Caulking. 
Fresh Air Intakes. Venting. Ice Dam 
Solutions. No job too small. Insured. 
651-442-9748; 1-888-295-3553.

PAINTING, SHEETROCKING, 
carpentry, reasonable rates. Call 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

home improvementS

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restoration. 
Structural and moisture problems 
solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bath-
room/kitchen remodeling. 612- 
275-9815.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

I N T E R I O R  C A R P E N T RY, 
Complete carpentry service. 50 
years' experience and door prob-
lems. Call Dave, 612-282-5431, 
Nice Finish Construction

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. BBB. 612-
702-0761.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

RIVER CITY HARDWOODS. 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair. 
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys, 
walls, steps. Restoration qual-
ity work. 25 years' experience. All 
jobs big or small. Free estimates. 
Insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

home improvementS

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. New 
Additions, Decks, Fences, Porches. 
Reasonable rates. Personal, pro-
fessional, proficient. Free estimates. 
"Building Brocks", 651-285-3237.

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. 
Your vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install, refin-
ish, repair. Estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 763-444-9048.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Remodeling 
ideas. Sinks,  to i lets,  tubs/ 
surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

home improvementS

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, refer-
ences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in  
res iden t i a l  roo f i ng . Loca l  
references. Licensed. Insured.  
Call 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Ceramic tile. Decks. Porches. 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

ROOM-BY-ROOM pa in t ing  
and repair, quality workman- 
ship, estimates. 651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. 
Average home, $600; average 3 
rooms, $250; average garage, 
$250. Painter Jim, 651-698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

OAK-BIRCH firewood, super 
dry! 4x4x16" $90 or 2/$160. Free  
delivery/stacking in Metro. 612- 
600-8513.

ORGANIC ICELANDIC Lamb from 
Autumn Hills Farm, Wisconsin. 
35-40# per lamb. Pre-order:  
autumnhillsfarm@nelson-tel. 
net. 715-285-5291. 

CLEAN, DRY Quality firewood. 
Fast delivery. Honest. Pre-pack-
aged face cords. Local supplier. Call 
Doug, 651-238-4803.

real eState/land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

BANK OWNED, Fixer Uppers. 
Free List with pics. Re/Max Realty 
100. www.VillagerAreaForeclosure 
List.com. 

MICHAEL SHIELDS. Licensed to 
Appraise & Sell. Highland Realty. 
651-699-5228.

Wanted to BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         jew-
elry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

TOP CASH PAID! Older Furniture 
and Misc. Items Wanted. 651- 
227-2469. 

OLD '50's-'60's Stereo Equipment 
wanted; need not work; Andy, 651-
329-0515.

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Feb. 4          Deadline: Jan. 28

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festivalBetsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

FIRST TIME HOME BUYER SEMINARS
Come hear Lynn break down the 10 steps to
financing, choosing & making the purchase of
your first home + info on $7,500. government
incentive, check www.stpaul-girl.com for schedule,
Lynn Ritter, RE/MAX Results, 612-599-0846.

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

A-1 Vacuum Cleaner Co.
— Since 1952 —

Sales, Service & Supplies
     666 University Ave. at Dale  651-222-6316

a-1vacuum.com

15.60

20.40

25.20

00.00

12.00 minimum

16.80
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26.40

00.00

13.20

18.00

22.80
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14.40

19.20

24.00

28.80

00.00   Classified ads are $1.20 a word, $12.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
   credit card. Please email, fax or deliver your ad to:  wantads@myvillager.com, 651-699-6501, 757 Snelling  
   Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116.
   To charge your ad, please complete:    Discover             Visa            MasterCard
   Card #  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___    Expiration Date ___  ___  -  ___  ___
   Signature___________________________________________________________  Phone__________________________ 

 For Sale
 antiques
 garage/Moving/Misc.
 autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
  Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
 professional Services
 �Special Services
 personal Services
 House/pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/embroidery
 photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care  
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 garage/Storage�
 Wanted to Rent
  Roommates
  Vacation
 personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

TAX SEASON IS HERE
James J. McNulty, C.P.A. 651698-1968
I offer competitive rates with electronic filing. 
A year-round, full-service tax and accounting firm 
conveniently located in Highland Park. 
More than 20 years experience.

You can't always get what you want, but
I'll help you get what you need.

700 Grand Ave.

Ted Powell
651.225.3929

tedpowell.edinarealty.com
Lifelong St. Paul Resident

www.stpaulksw.com
Kuk Sool Won of St. Paul

1920 University Ave. • 612-578-5797
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Service Directory
Housecleaning

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

SPARKLE & SHINE. General 
housekeeper, 20 years' experi-
ence; reasonable rates. 651- 
307-2656, Gaby. 

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING 
Service. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, 
one time. Call for free in home esti-
mate. 651-645-1227.

THOROUGH HOUSECLEANING. 
Honest, reliable, professional,  
references. Prices reduced. Sarah, 
651-698-4645.

RITA & MOLLY'S Cleaning Service, 
quality cleaning since 1980. 
Regular, occasional and one time 
cleaning. 612-414-9241.

ROSE'S CLEANING. 2-person 
team, affordable, dependable, in-
sured, references. 651-644-0249; 
651-485-9625.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Service. Residential/Commercial. 
Serving St. Paul and subs 15 years. 
Licensed. Insured. Professional, re-
liable, responsible, trusting crew; 
eco friendly. 651-730-4124.

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. 15 
years' experience. Insured, reli-
able, friendly. Husband/Wife Team. 
Jennifer, 651-206-7476.

SIMPLY SPOTLESS Cleaning 
Service. Very experienced. Free 
estimates. Naomi, 612-240-0141.

COME HOME to a Clean House. 
Professional Housecleaning. Kelly, 
651-528-3948.

GLEAMING BRIGHT. I will make 
your home shine! Reasonable 
rates. Reliable housecleaner.  Peter, 
651-603-4100.

snow/lawn/lanDscaPe

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
COMPETITIVE RATES. In business 
for over 24 years.  Free estimates on 
all our services including snowplow-
ing, shoveling, snow hauling and 
salt/sanding. Hardscaping: patio/ 
retaining walls. Landscaping: sod-
ding, etc. LICENSED. INSURED. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 
Murphy’s Lawn Maintenance and 
Landscaping Service. 

THE BEST Residential snow 
removal; contracts starting at 
$110/month. Landscaping ser-
vices. Bluhm Brothers, 651- 
227-2584.

TIM’S SNOWPLOWING Services. 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

SNOW SERVICE. Sidewalks, steps, 
driveways. Roof top snow & ice re-
moval. 651-699-2832. Insured.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

SNOW REMOVAL, plowing &  haul-
ing. Roof top/ice dam removal. Total 
lawn maintenance, landscaping. 
John, 612-328-6893.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT SNOW Removal and Lawn-
care. Residential, Commercial. 
Alleys, Fall cleanup. Chris, 651- 
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

METRO LAWN & Snow. Sidewalks, 
driveways, alleys, lots, gutters. 651-
690-5227.

ODD JOBS. Painting, Wallpaper 
Removal, Snow Removal per time, 
per season. Jim, 651-698-0840.

SNOW REMOVAL for your drive-
way and sidewalk snow removal 
needs; reasonable rates; call Mark, 
612-382-3047.

Home imProvements

HE PAINTS. She Cleans. 15 years' 
experience. Insured, reliable, 
friendly. Husband/Wife Team. 
Jennifer, 651-206-7476.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Professional Quality at 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623, 
Paul. 

Home services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
Carpentry. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

FIREPLACE REPAIR. Chimneys, 
stucco, brick & stone work; prob-
lem solving. Free estimates. 
Insured. Small jobs ok. 651- 
442-9748; 1-888-295-3553.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

QUALITY DRYWALL and plaster 
repair service. Hanging, texturing, 
painting. Call Brent, 651-428-3578.

Housecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing in 
one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

BOB BRERETON
651-690-5964

Cell: 651-775-7982
MN License #20215516

www.homecustomizers.com

BAY & BOW WINDOWS • DECKS & PORCHES • PATIO DOORS
KITCHENS • ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

CAVANAUGH MASONRY  Scott 651453-1781

InterIor LImestone FoundatIons
Tuckpointing • Rebuilding

Cement Coating • Thoroseal
FIrepLaces

New • Redesign • Rebuilding • Tuckpointing

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Furniture. Cabinets.
Repairs.

Careful. Precise
Cabinetmaker for 19 years.
Kerry Hogan, 651-578-6909
IBlameMyTools@pressenter.com

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
Sanding         Install
Refinishing    Repair

Dustless Recoating

ROOF TOP
SNOW & ICE
REMOVALREMOVAL

Roger Gatz ★ Quality since 1974

651699-7022

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

continued page 34
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Service Directory
business opportunity

SALON CHAIR Rental. Estab­
lished busy residential loca­
tion. 612­865­0925, lve. msge., 
Candee.

child care

Parents are urged to exercise cau­
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651­641­0332. 

LICENSED DAYCARE. All ages, 
full or part time, 35E and West 7th 
area; Kathy, 651­224­2072.

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE mom; 
FT/PT openings, huge fenced yard;  
nice neighborhood, many great  
references. 651­225­9626.

26 YEARS' EXPERIENCE with  
babies, children & families. Teacher/
social worker, parent, foster par­
ent, caregiver. Looking for full time 
work caring for babies, children 
and households. Call Greg, 651­ 
645­3682.

home/health wanted

RN'S/LPN'S NEEDED. Highland 
Park, day hours. Work at client's 
home. 22­year­old male requires 
total care. Hours 8:00­4:30, includes 
every other weekend. Health, 
dental, 401K, vacation and PTO 
time. River Valley Home Care. Call 
Rachelle, 651­460­4201 or email 
resume to: rpariseau@rvhci.com.

health care provider

HOME HEALTH Nurse. Personal 
care in your home. Hourly rates. 
Flexible hours. 651­228­9571.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad­
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651­ 
698­6111 today for rental infor­
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor­
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort­
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651­ 
698­2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651­698­4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $635­$820. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651­ 
698­7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. 
in 50+ locations. Outstanding 
service, professional mgmt. 
www.krcapartments.com; 763­ 
572­9400; 

1 & 2 BRs from $720­$905. 1061 
Montreal Ave. Remodeled kitchens 
& bathrooms! www.krcapartments.
com. 651­698­7684.

photoGraphy/video

TURN YOUR PRECIOUS home 
videos into DVDs! We turn any type 
of recorded video tape (old or new) 
into DVDs and even offer digital 
backups. Our Sony brand DVDs 
last a lifetime and never degrade  
in quality. $15 per DVD, $10 if  
ordering in bulk (10 DVDs or  
more). Call Maddie at 651­ 
206­9080. 

music instruction

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. Suzuki; 
pre­school;  651­690­4364;  
stjoseph­schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651­ 
699­0812.

PIANO & FLUTE instruction by pro­
fessional musician, experienced 
teacher. B.A. in Piano Performance. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651­645­7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically­based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack­
age available; my studio or your 
home. Master of Music. 651­ 
340­4038.

PIANO LESSONS with an experi­
enced, successful, patient, encour­
aging, qualified teacher in a cozy 
home studio. Trish, 651­645­1620.

GUITAR  LESSONS. Suzuki/Tradi­
tional, Classical/Popular. All Ages. 
Gene Swanson 651­292­4929.

. piano tuninG/repair

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. Robert 
C l o u g h ,  6 1 2 ­ 7 2 2 ­ 7 5 8 6 ; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

B A L A N D ' S  P A P A G E N O 
PIANO TUNING LLC. www.
PapagenoPianoTuning.com. 888­
290­5107.

PIANO TUNING & REPAIR. 30+ 
years' experience. 952­564­9304. 
mikeb169@juno.com.

instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K­col­
lege, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT. 
References. Lyn, 651­235­1955.

EXPERIENCE THE joy of fear­ 
less stitching! Classes, camps &  
private lessons. 651­297­0495; 
sewinglounge.com. 

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651­698­1856.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe­
rience. Pamela, 612­729­9964.

help wanted

MAINTENANCE TECH. Becket­
wood Cooperative, a south 
Minneapolis senior community, 
seeks reliable candidates for full 
time employment. Must have HS 
diploma/GED plus technical school 
training, engineer's license and 3 
years' experience in building op­
erations and maintenance. BCA 
check required. Email resume to 
sgreene@becketwood.com or 
apply in person at 4300 West River 
Pkwy. S., Minneapolis.

snow/lawn/landscape

SNOW. Walks/Dr ives/Roofs. 
Highland references. Experienced. 
Butch BOS, 651­308­3410.

*SNOW SERVICE*
651­298­0781.

ROOF SNOW & Ice Removal; side­
walks/drives shoveled. GUTTER 
CLEANING. Licensed. Insured. 
#20126373. Burton's Rain Gutter 
Service, 651­699­8900.

SNOW REMOVAL starting at $10 
(residential). Please contact Roy, 
651­855­8099. 

ROOF SNOW Removal. 20 years 
friendly service. Free estimates. 
Insured. 651­222­0489.

BUSINESS OWNERS: Tired of 
seeing customers battle mountains 
of snow? We do snow removal at 
reasonable rates. Residential cus­
tomers welcome. Call Doug, 651­
238­4803.

SHOVEL ROOFS/ Ice  Dam 
Removal. Act now before water 
damage. Call Phil, 612­522­7211. 
Bonded. Insured.

acctinG/income tax

PROFESSIONAL TAX preparation 
for individuals, businesses. 
Electronic filing. Over 20 years' ex­
perience. James J. McNulty, CPA, 
651­698­1968.

INCOME TAX Service. David A. 
Markuson. Over 20 years' expe­
rience. Your home or mine. 612­ 
724­7021. E­file available. 

office & Graphics

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651­690­4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini­cas­
sette/fax; legal background; 651­ 
488­9333.

computer/internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou­
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy­
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651­ 
698­7519; 651­470­3792.

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall
Custom

RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
 Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

   Certified  Arborist 651 699-7022
    “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

www.proteampaintingplus.com

651.917.2881

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

18% off

Labor w
ith

 ad 18% off
Labor with ad

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Custom Services
Foreclosed Property Clean out

Handyman Services
Light Construction & Painting

Wood Floor & Staircase
Repair-Sand-Stain-Finish-Recoat

Old Finishes made new

Gary Rosenbaum • Greg Kruse
651-771-7797

Snow Go Pros
Expert Roof Snow & Ice Removal

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

651-690-5964 BUS.        651-775-7982 CELL
MN License #20215516

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

www.showplaceremodeling.com
Dan preisler 651-429-1317

O’Connell Painting
651-690-1832

612-805-5483 cell
30 Years Serving Highland

PAINTING

• •

Service Directory
computer/internet

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651­
274­4072.

MACINTOSH COMPUTER trou­
bleshooting and training. New com­
puter and network set­up. Apple 
certified. Reasonable rates. 651­
690­2938.

professional service

I HELP BUSINESSES and People: 
Plans, Resumes, Analysis. MBA 
Grad. Jack, 651­233­7923.

personal service

SAVING TIME SERVICES. Chores, 
errands, cooking or whatever takes 
time away from your family. Donna, 
651­366­2756; 651­528­6295.

NEED HELP with grocery shop­
ping, running errands or a ride to 
appointments? Call Ruby, 651­ 
645­5457. References. 

pet sittinG/pet care

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651­ 
227­7415. Since 1990.

health & fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651­646­8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

" W H Y  YO U  C A N ' T  L O S E 
WEIGHT." Maximized Living 
Makeover. Sat., Jan. 31, 9­noon.  
Hosted by Aspire. Call 651­ 
294­2332 to register. $30 /person. 
www.aspirechiro.com for details. 

massaGe therapy

PAIN RELIEF MASSAGE for 
Ar thr i t is, Repeti t ive Stress, 
Injuries, Fibromyalgia, Anxiety. 
Half Off First Appointment. 612­
812­3792. Heather  Burke : 
Licensed Massage Therapist, 
Nationally Certified.

sewinG/embroidery

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 So. 
C leve land . 651 ­698 ­6117 .  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win­ 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651­
698­9698.

PROFESSIONAL, LOCAL Seam­
stress, highly skilled, 12 years' ex­
perience. Kim, cell 651­233­0075; 
651­340­0645.

entertainment/music

SINGER­GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651­
489­0149.

photoGraphy/video

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe­
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651­698­9604 or  
e­mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

Great teachers do things

Nominate outstanding teachers for the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics & Science Teaching – the
nation’s highest honor for mathematics
and science teachers, awarded by the
White House.

For more information and nomination
forms, please visit www.parents.org.

Presidential Awards for
Excellence in Mathematics

& Science Teaching

differently…

continued
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Service Directory
for rent residential

2 BEDROOM, side-by-side duplex 
in the heart of the Village. Avail. Feb. 
1. Hdwd. floors, 1-car garage, unfin-
ished basement with washer/dryer. 
$900+/mo. No pets. Prefer no smok-
ers. 18xx Ford Pkwy. Call 651- 
457-5550.

STUDIO: NEWLY Updated. $650. 
Garden level, fully renovated. Great 
location/quiet neighborhood. Near 
Grand and Lexington Ave. Full 
kitchen, dining, living and sleep-
ing areas. Storage/closets. Bath/
shower. Free washer/dryer. Off-
street parking. Monthly lease as 
home is for sale. All utilities included 
except phone/internet. Security de-
posit. Russell, 651-587-1895.

for rent commercial

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

BLOOMINGTON EXECUTIVE 
SUITES, 7800 Metro Pkwy. Prime 
1 and 2+ person office space avail-
able immediately. Ideal for consul-
tants, psychologists, attorneys, etc. 
Located near both airports and 
MOA. From $400. Contact Judy, 
952-851-9040.

OFFICE SUITE. 1050 sq. ft. space 
in historic Ramaley Building,  
658 Grand Ave. Includes two of-
fices, conference room, reception 
area. Heat, water, electricity and 
refuse included. $1,995/mo., avail-
able Jan. 1. Contact Mike at 612-
805-7543.

VICTORIA-WEST 7TH area; near 
I-35. Professional offices. 1150 sq. 
ft. available. 4 people plus recep-
tion/conference; $1,600. Prewired 
CAT-5. Utilities, janitor, park free. 
651-227-3916.

HIGHLAND PARK, Snelling Ave. 
Front office or retail space. 651- 
653-8266

Wanted to rent

NEAT, QUIET, nonsmoking gentle-
man with well trained, reliably 
housebroken, furry friend, "Buddy", 
looking to rent a room in Highland 
Park or So. Mpls. area. 573- 
707-0585.

announcements

STORIES NEEDED. Saint Paul 
Almanac would love to hear and 
read your stories connected to 
Saint Paul. 600 words or fewer. 
Payment for accepted work. Email 
stor ies to editor@saintpaul 
almanac.com. More info at www.
saintpaulalmanac.com. Deadline 
March 31, 2009. 

vacation/travel

LUXURIOUS SCOTTSDALE 
Condo. Spectacular 2 BR, den, 2-
car garage, Grayhawk community. 
Fully furnished, pool, spa, workout, 
gated, fireplace, amenities. $3,000 
monthly. 623-810-3201. www. 
bennett2rentit.com. Click: Available 
Units. Scottsdale. Vintage at 
Grayhawk. 

for rent residential

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg.; underground heated parking. 
$663-$824. 651-773-3485;  
www.1480randolphseniorapart 
ments.com.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,350 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. charming 2 bdrms., hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious clos-
ets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bdrms., car-
peted, spacious closets; $635-$655. 
For appt. call Cindy, 651-699-8471. 
Also offering rent specials. 

TWO BEDROOM lower, garage 
parking, laundry, walk-in closets, 
hardwood floors, $935 + util./de-
posit. No pets, nonsmoking. 
References. 651-227-1807.

322 PIERCE ST., 3 bdrm. home, 
tenant pays utilities, $1000; 651-
731-3152; available immediately. 

YORKSHIRE AVE. Furnished 
room, separate private bath, 
Highland Park. Broadband cable 
access available. $450/month. No 
pets/no smoking. 651-222-2268.

VICTORIA/RANDOLPH. Recently 
renovated. Charming 2 bdrm. 
Victorian lower duplex. Sunny 
eat-in kitchen/wood floor. Ceramic 
bathroom. Lots of built-ins, high 
ceilings, on site laundry, newer 
carpeting. Incl. heat, water, trash. 
NP/NS. Landlords who care! $950. 
651-292-8596.

LUXURY TOWNHOMES. Great 
location off Shepard Road & Otto. 
Features include 2+ bedrooms, 
stainless steel appliances, gran-
ite countertops, maple cabinets, 
balcony and 2+ car garages. Fully 
furnished an option. For more 
information, call Amy at BDC 
Management Co., 612-371-0766. 
EHO.

2 BR CONDO. Highland. Oak/gran-
ite decor. Large patio. Heated park-
ing/storage. Party room access. 
Great location. Feb. 1, $1,075, util. 
incl. 651-762-3767; 651-341-7672.

BEAUTIFUL MAC-GROVE two 
bdrm. duplex, living room, dining 
room, front and back porch, hdwd. 
floors, remodeled kitchen, close to 
Grand Ave. + more. $1,100 plus. 
Call 651-330-1802.

MAC-ST. THOMAS area. Nice 1 
BR apt. $615, heated. References 
required. 651-222-2768.

ROOM WITH private bath. Near 
Grand/Victoria, $450/mo., utilities, 
WiFi, laundry included. References. 
Woman preferred. 651-235-9599.

FOR RENT/FOR SALE. Summit/
Lexington, 3,000 sq. ft. home. All 
hdwd. floors, 4 bdrm. + 3rd floor 
studio. Great neighborhood. Newly 
renovated. Large modern kitchen, 
all new appliances. Huge, sunny 
living room with fireplace. Dining 
room. Spacious bedrooms. Large 
yard. Huge front porch. 2-car 
garage + off-street parking for 3 
more cars. Free laundry. $2,100 
incl. most utilities. Pets OK. 651- 
587-1895. 

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Rotten
Wood?

Gary 651-698-3156
Since 1975

window sills,
casings &
trim replaced.

Custom Wood
     Mantels Nooks
     Moldings Shelves
     Cabinets Covers
     Built-ins Panels

Window Seats
Firewood Boxes

Etcetera
Create  /  Restore

Paul  612-724-9167

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

SNOW
PLOWING

&
SHOVELING
Tree Trimming
Firewood - PU
or delivered
Call NOW
to Reserve.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287

ESCOBAR HARDWOOD FLOORS
• Installation  • Repair  • Sanding (Dust 

Free)  • Refinishing   • Ceramic Tile
Free Estimates    952-292-2349 BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                     Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                      Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-459-7552
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean  • Repair
• Install

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

Roof Snow &
Ice Removal

Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Shoveling Walks & Drives

• Residential
• Commercial
• Many local references

• Residential
• Commercial
• Many local references

BEAKS   (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Snow Shoveling
       & Plowing
Snow Shoveling
       & Plowing

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

33 years experience

 651-341-8728
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates



A New Year’s message to our 
readers and advertisers

It has been, as you well know, a challenging year for business. But doing business, 
as we do, with the vast majority of fellow small, independent operations in this 
area, we can say with certainty that there was plenty of both bad news and good 
news from the front lines of local commerce in 2008.

To be sure, the economic downturn has taken its toll, and will no doubt continue 
to do so. Yet it does not seem to have affected other businesses at all. For many 
of those business owners, the challenges that 2008 presented meant maximizing 
their use of local advertising in those media that reach the vast majority of their 
potential customers and offer the best return on their marketing dollar. 

In a word: results.

It’s for that reason, more than any other, that the Villager, more than other 
newspapers we could name, has weathered the continuing storm. And believe us, 
in an era when other newspapers are showing substantial declines, we’re grateful 
for that. 

Not that we don’t think we’ve earned it. Over the years, our substantial 
investment in making the Villager a vital, freely distributed medium for both 
local news and advertising has borne fruit. It’s our avid local readership, after 
all, and not mere advertising space, that we’re selling. That readership of more 
than 130,000 people—up from 110,000 in 2007—represents 100 percent of the 
homes and businesses in this prime market area, and translates into greater reach 
for advertising messages, as well as higher retention value when each issue is 
retained and referred to until the subsequent one arrives two weeks later. 

I’d like to extend my thanks and that of our entire staff for having helped the 
Villager continue to thrive over the years. We appreciate the relationship that 
we’ve developed and what your loyalty as readers and advertisers allows us to 
deliver to the people in the neighborhoods we serve.

Michael Mischke, Publisher


