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GABA rallies to get
Grand Old Day back

on track for June 2

Enough sponsors, volunteers
step up to repeal cancelation

By JANE MCCLURE

aking the 46th annual Grand Old Day
! \ / I a reality has meant pounding the pave-
ment, chasing down donations and
cramming months’ worth of work into a few
weeks. St. Paul’s first rite of summer, which the
sponsoring Grand Avenue Business Association
(GABA) canceled on April 23 for lack of funds
and volunteers but then announced 10 days later
that it would be back on, will indeed happen on
Sunday, June 2.

Organizers with GABA said in mid-May that
they were close to having enough money on
hand for the festival, which has drawn upwards
of 300,000 people in the past. More donations
were anticipated and what had been a $75,000
funding gap was almost filled.

The 85-unit parade is scheduled to start at 9:30
a.m. as usual. About 200 volunteers have signed
up, mainly to operate wristband sale booths for
the festival gardens. Most vendor spots are spo-
ken for. A children’s area is also planned along

60,000 COPIES

There will be even more reason for dancing in the street now that the 46th annual Grand Old
Day is going to be held after all on Sunday, June 2. poto Y BRAD STAUFFER

with other attractions ranging from wrestling to
sidewalk sales.

That is a far cry from April, when just a hand-
ful of parade units and three volunteers had
signed up.

The ad hoc group Grand Old Day Anyway,
which sprang up after the festival was initially
canceled, will still offer a bar crawl as a separate

event. The cost is $25, which includes a T-shirt,
map of participating bars, one free Summit beer
and unlimited $4 Summits all day. It also in-
cludes a Grand Old Day wristband (a $10 value)
to enter the festival gardens. Summit Brewing
Company, the Lexington, Dixie’s, Billy’s and Tav-

GRAND OLD DAY »4

MPCA signs off on pollution cleanup of Ford site

Certification is major step
toward its redevelopment

BY JANE MCCLURE

of Ford Motor Company’s former assem-

bly plant in Highland Park. The Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) announced
on May 15 that a commissioner’s certificate of
completion has been issued for Ford’s earlier ap-
proved action plan to clean up the 122-acre main
parcel at Ford Parkway and Mississippi River
Boulevard.

The certification clears the way for master de-
veloper Ryan Companies to move forward with
the purchase of the property from Ford. Ford
actually finished the cleanup in mid-2018, but
the MPCA review continued until just recent-
ly. Ryan has also done its own site testing and
analysis.

“This is a huge milestone for the neighbor-
hood,” said Ward 3 St. Paul City Council mem-
ber Chris Tolbert. “T've always said that we need-

Pollution cleanup is now finished at the site

“This is a huge milestone
for the neighborhood,” said
Ward 3 St. Paul City Council
member Chris Tolbert. “I've
always said that we needed

Ford to clean the site and take
its pollution with it.”

ed Ford to clean the site and take its pollution
with it. That's always been a top priority. Its a
huge step not only for the long-term site redevel-
opment, but also for the environmental health of
the neighborhood”

Amy Hadaris, supervisor of the MPCA’s Vol-
untary Investigation and Cleanup Program, said
the MPCA appreciated the cooperation of Ford
during the cleanup and extended investigation.

The certificate states that Ford, which paid for
the environmental work, has cleaned the site to
the point that state officials deemed necessary to
protect the public’s health and the environment

from pollutants or contaminants and to allow for
residential redevelopment.

Last summer, Ryan did its own post-cleanup
investigation, including soil borings, test pits,
temporary wells and a geological survey. A low
concentration of diesel range organics was found
in one test pit and was excavated for disposal. No
other areas in need of mitigation were found.

One focus during redevelopment of the prop-
erty will be soil vapors, which result from pollu-
tion over time. An MPCA report stated that ad-
ditional soil vapor data will be needed as the site
is redeveloped. The design of the new buildings
on the site is expected to mitigate any potential
issues.

The Ford site consists of the main 122 acres
atop the bluff and a 22-acre parcel between Mis-
sissippi River Boulevard and the river. Canadian
Pacific Railroad owns a 15-acre rail yard within
the 122-acre plant property. The railroad is work-
ing with Ford on the cleanup of the rail yard.

The cleanup did not include the property
along the river. The Ford plant operated from
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Co-author of the city’s
proposed Climate Action
Plan, St. Paul’s chief resil-
ience officer Russ Stark
pauses on his bike ride
to work to watch the
Green Line begin its trip
west along the tracks

in front of downtown’s
Union Depot.

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

Taking aim at climate change
City drafts plan for cutting carbon emissions

Goal is to reduce car
trips, make buildings
more energy-efficient

By FRANK Joss1

chief resilience officer Russ Stark

have unveiled the draft of a Climate
Action and Resilience Plan that calls for
the city to become carbon-neutral by
2050 by reducing automobile use, mak-
ing buildings more energy-efficient and
switching from natural gas to electrical
appliances, among other strategies.

Stark, a former Ward 4 City Council
member, has led three neighborhood
discussions on the plan, which is the cul-
mination of several years of work. The
plan, he said, “sets some goals on emis-
sion reductions so that we're doing our
part in what is a global effort to stave off
much of the worst impacts (of climate
change) over time”

Cities and states have moved to the
forefront of efforts to address climate
change in the United States as the federal
government steps back from promoting
clean energy, Stark said. Minneapolis, St.
Louis Park, Grand Marais and North-
field are among the Minnesota cities
that have crafted climate action plans,
he said.

St. Paul's plan encourages residents
and businesses to retrofit homes and
commercial buildings to reduce energy
use. Buildings represent 61 percent of
the city’s carbon emissions, according to
Stark. Existing and new, more stringent
energy codes will guide those improve-
ments, the plan states.

Transportation has passed electricity
generation as a major emitter of carbon
in St. Paul, according to Stark. To meet
its goals for carbon neutrality, he said,
the city will need to increase its invest-
ment in electric vehicle infrastructure
and do more to encourage mass transit.
Making neighborhoods more walkable
and bikeable will also help get people out
of their cars, he added.

The city’s Climate Action Plan, as it
now reads, will fall short of its goal even
if fully implemented, according to Stark.
To be carbon-neutral is to produce as
much energy as is used, and the city’s
strategy is only likely to reduce emis-

f ; t. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter and his

sions by 70 percent of the necessary
amount. “Were not sure where we're go-
ing to get the other 30 percent,” he said.

Addressing transportation will be a
major challenge. St. Paul motorists still
travel alone for the most part. For that
reason, the plan focuses on decreasing
single-occupancy car trips. If all resi-
dents drove electric cars, the amount of
electricity required to power those cars
would increase by 50 percent, Stark said,
making mass transit even more impor-
tant.

Xcel Energy has vowed to provide car-
bon-free electricity in St. Paul by 2050.
The city is counting on that to bring it 40
percent of the way toward its goal, Stark
said. Moving away from natural gas and
electrifying transportation would move
the city 30 percent further toward its
goal, he added.

Xcels commitment has allowed St.
Paul to focus on strategies other than
clean energy use, according to Abby Fi-
nis, a senior energy planner for the Great
Plains Institute and one of the authors of
the Climate Action Plan. Unlike other
cities, St. Paul and Minneapolis are ad-
dressing climate change by emphasizing
the use of mass transit and car-sharing
and bike-sharing hubs, Finis said.

St. Paul and Minneapolis were among
25 cities selected as winners in Bloom-
berg Philanthropies American Cities
Climate Challenge, a $70 million pro-
gram to accelerate efforts to tackle cli-
mate change and promote sustainability.

Ben Passer, director of energy access
and equity for Fresh Energy, called St.
Pauls Climate Action Plan “visionary”
and “sweeping” He was especially im-
pressed by the attention it pays to how
climate change affects poorer neighbor-
hoods and how that impact could be
mitigated. However, he added, budget
constraints could slow progress.

The climate change advocacy group
MN 350 has also embraced the city’s
plan, albeit with a few caveats, accord-
ing to its founder, Chelsea DeArmond.
The city has not assigned accountability
for the goals, defined incentives for resi-
dents or targeted enough investment to
reduce carbon and absorb runoff, she
said. Relying on Xcel could pose other
problems if the utility does not reach its
own goals, she said.

“Overall, were excited about the plan,
and we think it’s focusing on the right

areas of transit and energy efficiency;”
DeArmond said. “But wed like to see
more detail on making energy efficiency
and renewable energy more accessible to
low-income people”

Climate Action Plan proponents are
looking to Ford Motor Company’s for-
mer assembly plant in Highland Park to
become a model for low-carbon devel-
opment. Ryan Companies, the master
developer for the vacant 122-acre Ford
site, is studying the feasibility of heating
buildings with electricity to avoid hav-
ing to build an entire natural gas infra-
structure, according to Stark. The new
housing on the site will also be built to
state code, making the buildings much
more efficient, he added.

St. Paul officials have not estimated
the cost of fully implementing the Cli-
mate Action Plan. However, energy-ef-
ficiency projects and other investments
tend to pay for themselves over time,
Finis said.

“And economists agree that the cost to
society of not doing these things will be
far greater;” Stark said.

Stark believes that climate change
contributed to the recent flooding of the
Mississippi River, which was at flood
stage for a record 42 days this spring.
The flooding cost the city at least $2
million, he said, and that money may
or may not be reimbursed by the federal
government.

Annual rainfall in St. Paul has in-
creased 7 inches since the 1950s, accord-
ing to Stark. Rainfalls in recent years
have been fewer in number but greater
in amount, he added, flooding base-
ments and putting additional pressure
on the city’s wastewater infrastructure.
Record-setting rainfall in 2018 caused a
rock slide that closed Wabasha Street for
months, he said.

Meanwhile, winters, with the excep-
tion of last winter, have been warmer by
an average of 6 degrees since the 1970s,
Stark said, and the increase in the num-
ber of freezing and thawing cycles in the
winter months has caused a prolifera-
tion of potholes.

Meeting the goals of the Climate Ac-
tion plan “is going to take aggressive
action,” Stark said. “This isn't going to
happen with the city alone. We'll need
partnerships with the Met Council, the
state and the private sector”
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Lawsuit seeks citywide referendum on organized trash system

Court to decide whether
voters should have the
power to repeal system

BY JANE MCCLURE

amsey County District Court Judge
Leonardo Castro told a packed court-
oom on May 9 that he will issue a rul-
ing within 30 days on whether or not to re-
quire St. Paul to hold a citywide referendum
on its new system of mandatory organized
trash collection. A ruling by June 9 would
give Ramsey County Elections officials plenty
of time to put the question of organized trash
collection on the November ballot. The last
day to get anything printed on the 2019 elec-
tion ballot is August 23.

St. Paul residents Bruce Clark, Peter Butler
and Ann Dolan filed a civil lawsuit in Febru-
ary seeking the referendum. Named as defen-
dants were the city of St. Paul, city clerk Shari
Moore and recently retired Ramsey County
Elections manager Joe Manksy. In April Cas-
tro denied the city’s request to add the garbage
haulers as a party to the lawsuit.

The city began mandatory organized trash
collection on October 1, 2018, requiring all
households living in residences of from one to

four units to pay to have their trash collected
by a designated hauler. The city was divided
into districts, with a single hauler assigned to
each district. It put an end to a long-standing
system whereby households hired their own
garbage haulers and negotiated their own
price and level of service with those haulers.

The lawsuit was filed last fall after the City
Council rejected a petition signed by more
than 6,000 citizens to hold a referendum
on organized collection. The petition was
deemed by county officials to have enough
valid signatures, but the City Council and
City Attorney’s Office balked, saying that or-
ganized collection should not be put to a vote.

The group St. Paul Trash and other oppo-
nents of organized collection then began rais-
ing money to file the lawsuit, arguing that the
City Council’s action violated the city charter.
The plaintiffs in the lawsuit not only want a
referendum on organized collection, they
want organized collection suspended until
the voters can be heard.

Judge Castros May 9 hearing on the lawsuit
centered on the legal requirements for plac-
ing organized collection on the ballot and the
ramifications of suspending organized collec-
tion pending the outcome of the referendum.

Attorney Greg Joseph, representing the
plaintiffs, argued that the city is violating its
charter by not allowing the ballot question. St.

“You argue that the
governing body is limited
to the City Council and
not the citizens. But the
citizens, by city charter,
have the power to govern,
don’t they?”

— Judge Leonardo Castro

Paul is a city governed by charter, he said, and
that gives people the chance to be heard. “The
process is what it is,” he added. “It provides
for citizen input” And several thousand St.
Paulites will be seeing assessments for unpaid
trash bills tacked onto their property tax bills
beginning on May 22, Joseph pointed out.
Castro asked Joseph and Assistant City At-
torney Megan Hafner what would happen if
organized collection were suspended. Joseph
replied that the city could either create a new
program or let people hire their own haulers.
He disputed fears that there would be rats in
the streets if organized collection ceased.
Hafner argued that Ordinance 18-39,
which established organized trash collection,
should not be placed on the ballot. The city
has a contract with St. Paul Haulers LLC, a

consortium of private haulers, Hafner noted,
and jeopardizing the future of organized col-
lection could result in a breach of contract.

“So you're saying that local control doesn’t
include the citizens?” Castro asked. He asked
if the city was aware of the citizens’ right to
seek a referendum when the contract with the
haulers was signed.

Hafner responded that the city’s process
was to establish organized collection through
a contract with the haulers consortium and
only then pass an ordinance. “The citizens
don’t have an opportunity to challenge the
ordinance until you have an ordinance,” she
said.

Hafner said that the contract was approved
by council resolution, which according to her
is not subject to a referendum. “It’s the city’s
decision to make,” she said. “Nothing says you
need to get voter approval”

Castro pushed back. “You argue that the
governing body is limited to the St. Paul City
Council and not the citizens,” he said. “But
the citizens, by city charter, have the power to
govern, don't they?”

Hafner again cited the city’s contract with
the haulers and state law that governs the or-
ganized collection of garbage. “We can't nego-
tiate for years and then ask for the voters to
weigh in,” she said. “There are things that we
negotiate that the council decides”

1< FORD SITE CLEANUP

1925-2011, and from the mid-'40s to the
mid-"60s Ford disposed of paint sludge and
solvents from automobile painting operations
at the base of the bluff. Ford also disposed of
construction rubble, contaminated soil, scrap
metal and other debris there. Debris from
Lock & Dam No. 1 and Mississippi River
Boulevard’s reconstruction was buried there
in the *70s and ’80s. Cleanup steps for that site
will be decided at a later date.

Ford’s work with the MPCA began in 2007
with an initial environmental site assessment.
Work plans were filed starting in 2010. Those
included not just the areas of the plant where
motor vehicles were manufactured, but also
the Highland Little League fields where pol-
lution was found in 2007.

Over the years the work has included
groundwater testing, monitoring of former
tank sites, soil sampling, installing and test-
ing of monitoring wells, and monitoring soil
Vapors.

More than 1,300 soil borings were done at

Edina Realty.

An artist rendering of Ryan Companies’ master plan for the 122-acre Ford site includes a
central park with a stream running from north to south.

the site when the plant was torn down and the
parking slabs were removed. The most com-
mon soil contaminants found were lead, arse-
nic, petroleum and solvents.

edinarealty.com
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Other soil contaminants turned up in spe-
cific areas. One example the MPCA cited was
chlorinated solvents found in a pit where the
main assembly building once stood.

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

2eig

Soil contamination cleanup began in 2015,
with excavation all the way to the bedrock in
some areas. That work was completed in June
2018. Ford began excavation on the rail spur
parcel last September.

Groundwater contamination also had to be
cleaned up. Ford used solvents in its painting
operations, which got into the groundwater.
The MPCA said the Ford site’s geology largely
protected the deep, regional aquifer from
groundwater contamination.

One area of deep groundwater contami-
nation was identified between the former
plant and Mississippi River Boulevard. That
contamination appears to be associated with
nickel plating operations that took place in
the western part of the building before the
mid-"70s.

The industrial solvent trichloroethene and
nickel, cobalt, copper, zinc and aluminum as-
sociated with the plating operation were also
detected in two deep monitoring wells. The
MPCA stated there is no threat to the Missis-
sippi River or to the public as a result of that
contamination.

Highland Park Office

735 S. Cleveland - 651698-2434
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ern on Grand are selling tickets for the bar
crawl.

GABA and Grand Old Day Anyway orga-
nizers say they are working together to make
sure both events go smoothly.

“It’s pretty remarkable,” said GABA board
member Bob Lawrence, who stepped in to
chair Grand Old Day. “It’s been a lot of work,
but we're going to have Grand Old Day. Ev-
eryone’s pretty excited””

“We're doing well and were pretty much
where were supposed to be as the festival
draws near; said interim GABA president
Allison Penner-Hurst. “It’s taken a lot of long
hours, but were getting there”

Ashley LeMay and Andy Rodriguez, who
launched Grand Old Day Anyway, said they
have been working cooperatively with GABA

June 2. PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

on plans for the festival. “We've been support-
ing GABA as much as we can, helping them
find sponsors;” Rodriguez said.

LeMay said the Grand Old Day Anyway
group has been able to add new features to
Grand Old Day, including ideas for the pa-
rade and for families. She has used social me-
dia to not just promote Grand Old Day, but to
promote businesses in general.

The Grand Old Day Anyway organizers
posted a gofundme account on April 29 and
had raised $5,164 as of mid-May. For infor-
mation, visit grandolddayanyway.com.

The reinstatement of Grand Old Day did
not come without some questions. The Sum-
mit Hill Association (SHA) raised concerns
about the bar crawl and Grand Old Day coor-
dination at its May 9 meeting and planned to
send a letter to event organizers. SHA mem-
bers said they want to ensure that problems

Savings

In Full

9-Month CD Special
$5,000 Minimum Balance

Limited Time Offer!

loom

Music in the festival gardens, high-flying wrestling on the
U.S. Bank Stage and a variety of food choices will all be
returning for the 46th annual Grand Old Day on Sunday,

-

_

from past years, such as drunken behavior,
public urination, litter and noise, do not occur
again in the neighborhoods around Grand
Avenue during this year’s event.

“Last year, we saw such a dramatic im-
provement over past years,” said SHA board
member Peter Rhoades. “Td hate to see us lose
the good faith we've built up between the SHA
and GABA. The event does come at a cost to
the neighborhood”

Having a 2019 Grand Old Day did not seem
likely when GABA announced in April that it
was canceling the event in order to regroup
and return in 2020. GABA board members
had resigned, including the president, vice
president and treasurer. The executive direc-
tor left the organization, which is now operat-
ing by volunteers and one staff member.

After an outcry over the cancellation and
rallying of the business community, GABA

announced on May 2 that the festival would
go forward. That meant the business asso-
ciation board and other business owners had
to scramble. City officials reissued canceled
event permits. Some bar and restaurant own-
ers had to quickly reinstate canceled plans,
including Billy’s and Dixie’s.

“Wed worked with our bands for some
time, so they were understanding,” said John
Wolf of Dixie’s.

“Were going ahead with our plans,” said
John Wengler of Billy’s. “We’re making it hap-
pen”

Lawrence singled out Randy Dewitz of Fan-
fare Attractions for his help in getting Grand
Old Day on track for 2019. The company has
worked with GABA on the festival for several
years. “We couldn’t do it without Fanfare,” he
said.

For updated information, visit grandave.com.
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The festivities continue after 6pm at
the avenue’s most popular gathering spot
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857 Grand Ave. ¢ St. Paul
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Stages are set
for this Grand
Old Day

r I the 46th annual Grand Old Day
will feature almost continuous
entertainment on seven stages in

the entertainment district along Grand

Avenue between Lexington Parkway

and Dale Street on Sunday, June 2.

Guests must be 21 or older and
purchase a wristband for $7 online
in advance or $10 during the event to
gain admission to the festival gardens.

Wristband sale booths will be located

near the entrance to each festival gar-

den, and identification will be required. L

Those who purchase a $25 ticket for ~ Martin Zellar will be the headliner on the Dixie’s Stage. proto sy BRAD sTAUFFER
the Grand Old Day Anyway bar crawl

Live Music Noon - 6pm
Collapsing Stars
ﬁ’istol Whippin’ Party PenguinsJ
My Famous Friends | Martin Zellar |

3

651-225-8248 651-222-7345 651-292-0444
emmettspublichouse.com dixiesongrand.com sajiya.com

oublic house

<@ 695 Grand Avenue | St. Paul -

occurring simultaneously that day will Dixie’s Stage Billy’s Stage
also receive a wristband that will allow Grand and St. Albans Grand and Victoria
them access to the festival gardens. The noon-1 p.m.—Collapsing Stars Arc Flash Hazard
bar crawl price also pays for a T-shirt, 1:15-2:15 p.m.-Pistol Whippin’ Brat Pack Radio
a map of participating bars, one free Party Penguins The Affordable$ (Tom Petty Tribute)
Summit beer and $4 Summits all day. 2:30-3:45 p.m.—My Famous Friends
Visit grandolddayanyway.com. 4:15-6 p.m.—Neil! (Martin Zellar’s The Lexington Stage
For the third year, the festival gar- tribute to Neil Diamond) Lexington and Grand
dens at Dixies, the Red Rabbit and 11 a.m.-5 p.m.-DJ Strangelove
Billy’s east of Victoria Street will remain Walgreens Stage
open until 7 p.m. The rest of the stag- Grand and Grotto U.S. Bank Stage
es and Grand Old Day itself will shut 1-2:15 p.m.-Buffalo Alice Grand and Lexington
down at 5 p.m. 3-5 p.m.-Zed Leppelin A series of wrestling matches
The Walgreens, Summit & Finn and are planned for the second
US. Bank stages are family-friendly, Summit & Finn Stage straight year.
where kids can attend without a wrist- Grand and Grotto
band. Adults wanting to drink will still DJ Wagz Updated information about all
have to have one. The U.S. Bank Stage of the events occurring at Grand
also will serve as the volunteer head- Red Rabbit Stage Old Day and this years entertain-
quarters. Grand and Avon ment lineup can be found by visiting
The live entertainment lineup will 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.-White Iron Band =~ GABAS website at grandave.com. VILLAGER
include: 3-7 p.m.-Tim Sigler 651-699-1462

Grand Old Day 2019 brings grand new CBD products to the masses

One of St. Paul’s biggest neighborhood Grand Avenue from Cretin Avenue to Dale the hemp grown on Siskiyou's family-
festivals lies just around the corner, and for Street. [1][2] operated farm in the American Northwest.
many it could be their first opportunity totry A participants in the festivities of Grand Old ~ You'll also find highly-renowned and industry
out CBD products. Day venture throughout the throngs of award-winning products. Select CBD and
Grand Old Day 2019 is a festival, parade and  attendees, they'll find relaxing attractions, Charlotte’'s Web CBD are two of the

enormous block party across Grand Avenue  food and drink. What better way to relax than  premier brands in the hemp world, and
in St. Paul. It takes place on Sunday, June 2 with a highquality CBD tincture from award- ~ Nothing But Hemp is proud to carry them

this year, but some of the the attractions at winning and lab-tested brands? along with other brands.

Grand Old Day will be quite new. Nothing But Hemp carries nothing but the Learn more about the brands Nothing But
These include hemp tastings and CBD highest quality hemp and CBD products, Hemp carries with the link below. [3]
samples from Nothing But Hemp, which from oil extracts to lotions, bath bombsand A4 if you visit Nothing But Hemp at Grand
launched its brand new Grand Avenue location joint creams. Old Day, remember the new Nothing But
this month, just in time for the festival. Brands like Siskiyou Sungrown bring a farm-  Hemp location on Grand Avenue is now

All over America, people use CBD and other  to-table experience to eager customers open for business. You can also visit Nothing
hemp products for their anxiety, joint pain, looking for organic and natural choices But Hemp branches in Minneapolis’ Uptown
insomnia, even some forms of epilepsy. within the CBD market. No fertilizers, Neighborhood, the Maplewood Mall on
While only a couple preliminary prescriptions  chemical or genetic alterations are madeto ~ White Bear Avenue and in Forest Lake.

have been approved for CBD medicine, Come see the Nothing But Hemp team at

but as supplements and topicals the non-
psychoactive compound related to THC has
exploded in popularity.

Grand Old Day 2019, and swing by a
Nothing But Hemp branch soon to learn all

about the life-altering benefits of CBD!

— W

Nothing But Hemp
Dozens of bands, 150 vendors and plenty
other attractions await at Grand Old Day' the [1] https://www.exploreminnesota.com/events/4569/grand-old-day-2019

first huge St. Paul festival and parade of the [2] https://grandave.com/events/grand-old-day-2019/

summer. The block party fills the stretch of [3] https://www.nothingbuthemp.net/select-brands

844 Grand Avenue, Suite 1| Saint Paul | NothingButHemp.com | 619-251-5703
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After street fest, GABA will focus on regaining its strength

By JANE MCCLURE

nce the 2019 Grand Old Day is over,
OGrand Avenue Business Association

(GABA) members will turn their at-
tention to reinvigorating what was once one
of the city’s strongest neighborhood business
groups. As recently as few years ago the asso-
ciation had more than 180 members, but that
number had dwindled to about 50 this spring.

Membership has bounced back to about 60
since the initial decision to cancel this year’s
Grand Old Day, said interim GABA president
Allison Penner-Hurst. “We plan to look close-
ly at our structure and next steps once Grand
Old Day is over;” she said.

Current and former GABA board members
rallied in recent weeks to get Grand Old Day
back on track for its 46th year on June 2. How-
ever, many agree that new blood is needed to
revitalize the association.

“I joined the GABA board because I didn't
see much going on,” said Bob Lawrence, who
runs a State Farm Insurance agency on the
avenue and is leading the current Grand Old
Day planning committee. “I've gotten to know

more people in the last few weeks than I have
in the time I've had my business on Grand”

Lawrence, Penner-Hurst and others in-
volved in GABA say they have met many busi-
ness owners who wanted to get involved with
GABA, but had not been asked or did not
know how to do so. Ramping up member out-
reach will be their focus in the weeks ahead.

Wedding Shoppe owner Jimmy Fritz served
on the GABA board several years ago. He is
one of five past presidents of the association
who recently stepped in to help GABA right
itself when financial issues and opposition to
the initial decision to cancel this year’s festival
were raised.

Fritz noted that there are a lot of pressures
on neighborhood business groups to get in-
volved in issues beyond events and promo-
tions. “We had the fight over the proposal for
parking meters on Grand, earned sick and
safe time, and the $15 per hour minimum
wage,” he said. “Taking on those kinds of is-
sues is important to the business community,
but it also takes money and time”

He and other Grand business owners noted
other factors that have affected GABA. One is

the closing, relocation or sale of longtime, lo-
cally owned businesses such as Creative Kid-
stuff, Traditions, Bibelot and Garden of Eden.

Another is that younger shop owners may
not see the value of a business association.
That is a sentiment echoed by GABA board
member John Wolf, co-owner of Dixies on
Grand, Emmett’s and Saji-Ya.

“We have to convince people that business
associations have value and that we need ev-
eryone’s participation,” Wolf said.

St. Paul has more than two dozen chambers
of commerce, neighborhood and ethnically-
based business associations. Unlike GABA,
most of those local groups say their member-
ship has held steady or seen a slight uptick in
recent years.

The Midway Chamber of Commerce is at
353 members, up 30 from when executive di-
rector Chad Kulas started in June 2015. Mem-
bership fluctuates, according to him, but has
largely been on an upward trend.

Richard Berger of Coldwell Banker Burnet
is the treasurer of the West End Business As-
sociation, which has 66 members. “Our mem-
bership as of the end of 2018 was the largest in

recent history and 2019 participation is look-
ing to be steady;” he said.

He and others in the association believe that
planning for the Riverview Corridor streetcar
line has sparked interest in being part of an
association.

The Highland Business Association is stay-
ing steady with more than 110 members, ac-
cording to executive director Kari Tierney. “It
certainly goes up and down, but we’re lucky
enough to have the support of locally owned
businesses as well as larger businesses that rec-
ognized the value of joining forces to have a
positive effect on the neighborhood,” she said.

The HBA partners with its members to
sponsor a variety of neighborhood events, in-
cluding the three-day Highland Fest. That fes-
tival “can’t succeed without the support of the
community, primarily businesses that donate
financially and volunteer their time. It's a huge
effort to bring everyone together;” she said.

When Highland Fest began 36 years ago
Highland Village was primarily local mom-
and-pop businesses. “(The business district)
has shifted since then, and we need to work
and change with the new reality;” Tierney said.

Summit Hill Assn. to lead study of redevelopment on Grand

By JANE MCCLURE

ddressing the increased pressure for re-
A:leveloprnent on Grand Avenue is the
ocus of an upcoming study led by the
Summit Hill Association (SHA). The district
council on May 9 approved spending up to
$2,000 to hire former city planner and former
SHA board president Merritt Clapp-Smith to
help set the stage for the work ahead.
The SHA and the Grand Avenue Business
Association (GABA) formed a task force ear-
lier this year to discuss redevelopment and

the recent proliferation of empty storefronts
on Grand.

The SHA also needs to update its neighbor-
hood plan, which was last revised in 2006.
The city of St. Paul wants its 17 district coun-
cils to adopt new neighborhood plans every
10 years.

Another issue that is looming over the
avenue is a 13-year-old zoning overlay dis-
trict on the eastern half of Grand that limits
building heights to three stories and building
footprints to 25,000 square feet. That zoning
overlay district is seen by many developers as

inhibiting the construction of denser, mixed-
use buildings and new retail spaces.

With all of the issues facing the Summit
Hill neighborhood, there is a general consen-
sus that Grand Avenue needs to be the first
focus of a comprehensive study. “There are a
lot of development pressures on Grand, and
yet we have a lot of empty storefronts,” said
Denise Aldrich, who chairs the SHAs Zoning
and Land Use Committee. Aldrich and other
SHA board members said that finding a way
to maintain Grand Avenues character while
attracting new businesses and development

must be carefully considered.

“We need to look at the trends, the issues
and the market forces facing Grand,” said
SHA board member Peter Rhoades. Having
alternatives to present to local residents and
business people and soliciting their com-
ments will be important, Rhoades said. “Peo-
ple have a lot of opinions on how Grand Av-
enue should develop,” he said.

“We want to make changes to help Grand
Avenue thrive, said SHA board member
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One of the designs for Lunds & Byerlys’ proposed five-story mixed-use building on the
northeast corner of Grand Avenue and Avon Street.

SHA asks Lunds & Byerlys to consider
four stories for Grand Avenue project

By JANE MCCLURE

he Summit Hill Association (SHA) vot-

I ed unanimously on May 9 to send a let-

ter to Lunds & Byerlys asking the Twin

Cities supermarket chain to revise its plan for

a mixed-use development on the northeast

corner of Grand Avenue and Avon Street.

Among other things, the SHA is asking Lunds

& Byerlys to reduce the building from five to
four stories above ground.

Lunds & Byerlys recently purchased two
buildings at the corner adjacent to a parcel
it already owns at 777 Grand Ave. that is the
current home of Brasa restaurant. Lunds &
Byerlys did not send a representative to the
May 9 meeting, but it does plan to meet with
the SHA in the future.

“We're currently in the process of formaliz-
ing plans for our mixed-use development on
Grand Avenue,” said Aaron Sorenson, senior
communications manager for Lunds & Byer-
lys. “When that’s complete, we'll begin work-
ing through the city’s review and approval
process”

Lunds & Byerlys unveiled preliminary plans
for the mixed-use development at a neighbor-
hood meeting in March. Those plans showed
a five-story building with a 24,000-square-
foot supermarket on the first floor and 69
market-rate apartments above, ranging from
studios to three-bedroom units. Two levels of
underground parking were proposed with ap-
proximately 200 parking spaces. The March
meeting drew more than 250 neighbors, and
their reaction was mixed. Some people liked
the preliminary designs and others said the
building was too large.

The development would require rezon-
ing the property and a variance from a 2006
East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay District
that limits the footprint of new retail devel-
opments on Grand to 25,000 square feet and
the total above-ground floor area to 75,000

square feet, including parking. The overlay
district limits building heights to three stories,
or 30 feet for commercial projects and 35 feet
for mixed-use projects.

Denise Aldrich, who chairs the SHAs Zon-
ing and Land Use Committee, said that send-
ing Lunds & Byerlys suggestions now gives
the SHA the chance to influence the project’s
design. The letter, she said, was not meant to
suggest that the SHA has taken a position on
the project.

The letter asks Lunds & Byerlys to consider
a four-story rather than a five-story structure.
Four stories would still require a variance un-
der the zoning overlay district. However, “it
might be seen as a compromise;” Aldrich said.

An online petition was recently launched
in opposition to Lunds & Byerlys’ preliminary
development plans, citing its size and poten-
tial negative impacts. The change.org petition
had more than 200 signatures as of last week.

SHA board president Hayden Howlett said
she would like the SHA to have some say in
the design of the building’s facade as well.
Lunds & Byerlys presented two preliminary
designs in March, one traditional and one
with a more contemporary feel.

The SHA is calling for a traffic and parking
study to be conducted in conjunction with the
development. The city typically requests that
developers contract and pay for such studies,
which are then reviewed by the city’s Depart-
ment of Public Works for help in drafting ve-
hicular access plans.

The SHA is asking Lunds & Byerlys to work
with local residents and business people dur-
ing construction to keep them informed and
to mitigate noise and dust. SHA Board mem-
bers also stated that they would like to see
some public open space incorporated into the
development and that alley traffic generated
by the new development does not adversely
affect adjacent properties on Summit Avenue.

6«4 REDEVELOPMENT ON GRAND

Sonja Mason.

The SHA is currently considering a five-
story mixed-use development that has been
proposed by Lunds & Byerlys for the north-
east corner of Grand and Avon Street. That
tentative proposal follows a similar proposal
in 2018 to redevelop the property where Di-
xie’s on Grand, Emmetts and Saji-Ya restau-
rants site on the northwest corner of Grand
and St. Albans Street as a five-story mixed-use
building.

The future of the long-standing business-
converted (BC) zone on Grand has also been
called into question in recent months as new
restaurants have struggled with its limita-
tions. BC zoning was developed in the 1980s
as a way to preserve the many single-fam-
ily homes on Grand while allowing them to
house small businesses. Two Grand Avenue
property owners have recently sought to lease
their BC-zoned buildings to restaurants, but
restaurants are not allowed under current BC
regulations.

The City Council approved rezoning 770
Grand Ave. earlier this year from BC to tradi-

tional neighborhoods (TN) so that Treats ice
cream shop and tea house could open there.
Meanwhile, Seasoned Specialty Food Market
has sought to rezone 1136 Grand Ave. from
BC to business use so that a restaurant could
be added there. The latter rezoning request
was withdrawn earlier this month, but could
be refiled.

With other BC-zoned properties sitting
empty, SHA board members wonder whether
other rezoning requests will come forward.
“Can we make small changes to BC zoning
that would still harmonize with the intent of
that zoning?” asked Mason.

City Council member Rebecca Noecker
has suggested that rather than seek a large
and lengthy zoning study for the eastern half
of Grand, the SHA may want to seek smaller
zoning code changes, known as zoning text
amendments, that could be approved by the
Planning Commission and City Council in a
more expedited fashion. The smaller zoning
changes could take just a couple of months,
Noecker said, and they could give direction
to the longer-term planning for larger zoning
changes along Grand.
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Viewpoint

State aid is needed to
stem rise in homeless

By CHIP HALBACH

innesota’s new progressive leaders have been taking
! \ / I aim at the crisis in affordable housing through their
recent budget proposals. However, there must be
a significant shift in the state’s commitment to affordable
housing before we will see any meaningful change.

Twin Cities Mayors Melvin Carter and Jacob Frey and
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz broke new ground with
housing budgets that exceeded those proposed by their
respective predecessors. While not wanting to diminish the
importance of these commitments, their budget proposals are
less impressive when viewed in the context of the accelerating
loss in affordable housing in the Twin Cities and Greater
Minnesota.

By my calculation, the increase in assisted rental apartments
that would result from the Frey/Carter/Walz housing funding
only approximates what the state housing finance agency
estimates is being lost annually as market pressures push
up once-affordable rents. With our low rental vacancy rates
and few low-cost homes on the market, many Minnesotans
are feeling the squeeze. When adjusted for inflation, rents
increased 13 percent between 2000 and 2017 while the average
income of renters fell 1 percent.

The Twin Cities is on a trajectory similar to that experienced
earlier this decade in Denver, Seattle and Portland. This
should set off alarm bells. These regions are now desperately
responding to a rapid increase in homelessness and the
exodus of moderate-income families who are no longer able
to afford to live in these communities. Seattle city staff recently
identified 400 unauthorized homeless encampments.

Scrambling to catch up, these metro areas have been adding
numerous shelters and encouraging apartment building
construction in single-family neighborhoods. Oregon just
passed statewide rent control. A common refrain of political
leaders in these regions is that they waited too long with their
response. As seen in the new homeless camps rising in both
Minneapolis and St. Paul this past year, we are now getting a
taste of what these other regions have been facing.

The drop in affordable housing disproportionately affects
those with the lowest incomes. Using the common benchmark
that no more than 30 percent of a households budget should
have to be spent on housing, there are in Minnesota 268,000
cost-burdened rental households, 119,000 of which have
annual incomes under $20,000.

What should Minnesotans do? Can we assist these 119,000
households facing the greatest hardship? Realistically, no, at
least not in the short term. But we can and should do more.
For example, we could assist one-fifth or about 24,000 of the
119,000 households through rent subsidies that would cost
about $190 million per year. I consider this a minimal step to
begin to stem the decline in housing affordability.

This level of new funding would need to come from the
state primarily. Local governments, largely dependent on
property taxes, would be hard-pressed to cover the expense,
and it would not be fair for some communities and not others
to take on this financial responsibility.

The state of Minnesota does not adequately prioritize
housing affordability. About one-fourth of 1 percent of the
state budget is devoted to housing assistance—$107 million in
the 2018-2019 biennium. This level appears grossly inadequate
given the importance of decent, affordable housing to health,
safety and educational success. If the state provided an
additional 24,000 people with housing subsidies in the current
biennium, the portion of the state budget going to housing
assistance would increase to a little over 1 percent.

A major continuous funding increase for housing assistance
requires substantial deliberation. State leaders should begin
the process now for planning how to step up Minnesota’s
commitment in the future. There is no painless way to assist
the large number of families, seniors and others with incomes
inadequate to cover the rising cost of housing. However, the
consequences of not stepping up our response to Minnesota’s
diminishing housing affordability are becoming increasingly
clear.

Chip Halbach is the founder and former executive director of
the Minnesota Housing Partnership. He now serves as a policy
adviser for Dominium, a Minnesota-based affordable housing
development corporation.
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The city of St. Paul’s plan for the new Summit Avenue bridge over Ayd Mill Road.

A bridge too narrow?

Reading that the new Summit Avenue bridge over Ayd
Mill Road will be 25 feet narrower than the existing bridge
(Villager, May 8), I raised an eyebrow. Isn't space the name of
the game in vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle safety? In theory,
the wider the “buffer zone” between these three modes of
transportation, the less likely they are to come in contact
with one another.

The current bridge is 102 feet wide. Summit Avenue on
either side of the bridge is 200 feet wide. Building a bridge

only 77 feet wide will create a bottleneck. The westbound
approach to the bridge already requires veering to the left
to remain in the traffic or bicycle lane. I can only surmise
that this veering will become even more pronounced with a
narrower bridge.

Building a narrower bridge with potentially greater traffic
demand in the future seems short-sighted. This plan could
use further vetting.

Ben Mingo
Macalester-Groveland

Give Keillor some credit

I was pleased to see such substantial coverage of the
continuation of Common Good Books as Next Chapter
Booksellers (Villager, May 8), but there seemed to be a
gaping hole at the heart of the article: Where, I wondered,
was Garrison Keillor?

Keillor’s name was cited only once, as the previous owner
of the store. There was no suggestion by the writer of the
article or anyone quoted in it that Next Chapter owed any
of its character, quality, devotion to literature or community
orientation to Keillor. This omission may or may not have
been intentional, but it reminded me uncomfortably of
the Soviet-style campaign that Minnesota Public Radio
conducted to essentially erase Keillor from the historical
record, even when most of us had little or no idea of exactly
what he had been accused of.

I can’t claim any familiarity with the store’s inner workings,
but we surely have Mr. Keillor to thank for providing the
readers among us with a resource that we all agree has
contributed much to the common good. Both fairness
and accuracy would have been better served by greater
recognition of that contribution.

Barry Foy
Summit Hill

Editor’s note: Villager reporter Anne Murphy tried to contact
Garrison Keillor for comment for her story, but he did not
respond to email.

The wonders of hemp

We're going to be hearing a lot more about CBD hemp
products as news spreads of how efficacious they are
in treating pain and anxiety in people, cats and dogs
(Villager, May 8). I belong to a family with a number of
inherited health peculiarities, one being a resistance to pain
medications. We require narcotics, more anesthesia, etc., to
deal with pain.

With serious osteoarthritis in both knees, I have required
oxycodone just to be able to walk. Otherwise, I was sitting
with ice packs on both knees. In rehab, I was having to take
60 mg of oxycodone daily just to manage the pain of physical
therapy. That stuff is tough on the body, and I hated taking
it in order to be able to function. Imagine my elation when I
found that by adding 180 mg of CBD to my regimen, I was
able to cut the oxycodone down to 15 mg. Amazing.

I have two friends with elderly dogs, one with severe
arthritis, the other with anxiety issues. Both animals are
better with CBD daily, as is my cat who had anxiety issues.
There may not be a lot of data yet to support CBD claims,
but that’s true of many medications that fall under the FDAs
generally-recognized-as-safe rules. One of those known by
our ancestors was willow bark tea, which contained salicilates
and brought down fevers and relieved pain. Bayer patented
the active ingredient, salicylic acid, and began marketing it as
aspirin in 1900.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

A heartless policy on water bills

I was dismayed and angered by a recent article about
St. Paul’s eviction of homeowners over unpaid water bills.
According to the Star Tribune, the city will shut off your
water if you are more than 30 days late with your payment
or if you are not using any water. They will then follow up
by condemning your property as being uninhabitable since
there is no running water and give you three days to remove
your personal property.

To shut off your water and then condemn your property
due to lack of running water is rather perverse. These
policies are heavy-handed, heartless and cruel. Even failure
to pay your mortgage takes much longer before the property
is foreclosed and you are evicted. So much for St. Paul’s
gushing about affordable housing. What the city should do
in these cases is send out a social worker to find out what is
going on. The person may be sick, on vacation or just not
able to pay. Forcing people out of their house because they
cannot pay their water bill only compounds the problem of
homelessness.

Imagine returning from vacation to find that your house
has been condemned for lack of water use. The public
employees responsible for these policies ought to be removed
from any policymaking position. This is an example of
the need to continuously push back against government
overreach. What kind of heartless society have we become?

James Larson
Highland Park

No friend of prison guards

On April 29, the Minnesota Legislature debated SF-802,
the Omnibus Public Safety bill. Representative Brian Johnson
(R-Cambridge) put forth an amendment “eliminating good
time earned by an inmate who is convicted of assaulting a
Department of Corrections employee” Evidently, a prisoner
can earn “good time” by being good and have a third of his
or her sentence eliminated.

Johnson explained that over the last three years, assaults
on officers have gone from 60 to 100 per year—and now two
deaths. If this amendment stops just one assault, he said, it
would be worth it.

Representative Carlos Mariani (DFL-District 65B), chair
of the House’s Public Safety Committee, spoke against this
amendment. Mariani said he had had a tour of the Stillwater
facility, and it was “one of the most soulful experiences.
However, he added, this amendment would only affect
23 prisoners and he wished to discuss it more next year.
Representative Johnson replied that “We need to do this
now; and it passed on a voice vote.

Representative Mariani has portrayed himself as a friend
of working people, especially union members, during his
long tenure as a legislator. After seeing this, that claim does
not ring true.

Georgia Dietz
Highland Park
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Residents seek more bike lanes on Cleveland

Instead of sharrows that
are called for in city plan

By JANE MCCLURE

mill and overlay project planned for
ACleveland Avenue from Yorkshire Av-

enue to Mississippi River Boulevard
this fall has prompted some Highland Park
residents to ask for striped bike lanes instead
of share-the-road arrows or “sharrows”

The Highland District Council’s Transpor-
tation Committee tabled consideration of the
bike lane request on May 14, citing a need for
more public comment and further discussion
with the St. Paul Department of Public Works.

The 2015 St. Paul Bicycle Plan calls for
sharrows on Cleveland. Former HDC mem-
bers Nathaniel Hood and Brandon Long are
among those asking that striped bike lanes be
considered from Magoffin Avenue to Missis-
sippi River Boulevard instead, with sharrows
between Magoffin and Yorkshire.

Cleveland is about 42 feet wide, so adding
bike lanes on each side of the street would ne-
cessitate banning parking on one side.

Hood said a lot of people bike on Cleveland
and he predicted more will once the street is
resurfaced. According to him, adding bike
lanes would provide a good link for those
who are commuting to work and going to and
from Highland Village.

Bike lanes were added on Cleveland a few
years ago in the Merriam Park, Macalester-
Groveland and northern part of the Highland
neighborhoods, which prompted intense de-
bate. The city did not recommend bike lanes
for the south end of Cleveland in the bicycle
plan because bike lanes are in place or planned
on other streets there.

While people park on Cleveland north of
Magoffin, Hood said on-street parking is less
used to the south. Onlyabout 11 out of around
60 parking spots are used in the stretch where
bike lanes are being sought. Those numbers
were determined by parking counts taken at
three different times.

Reuben Collins of the St. Paul Department
of Public Works indicated that there is not
enough time for a public comment process on
the bike lanes if the street project is to be done
this fall. The project includes adding corner
bumpouts at four intersections to promote

pedestrian safety. Collins said bike lanes could
not be installed with bumpouts because there
is not enough space.

“Bumpouts take the bike lane option off the
table.” he said.

Changes to the St. Paul Bicycle Plan would
have to be approved by the City Council.
Hood and Long had planned to meet with
neighbors, Ward 3 council member Chris
Tolbert and Public Works director Kathy
Lantry on May 16. Tolbert said no decisions
would be made at that meeting.

Transportation Committee members had
mixed reactions to the bike lane request. Lynn
Varco called it “a solution in search of a prob-
lem”

Others said they like the idea of bike lanes,
but asked that there be a larger neighborhood
meeting hosted by the district council.

“Sharrows mean nothing to me;” said board
member Sally Bauer. “They don't feel safe to
me

Sharrows are wayfinding tools for cyclists,
rather than safety measures, Collins said.

Cleveland carries about 2,750 motor ve-
hicles per day along that stretch, according to
city counts.

Outdoor futsal courts planned for city parks, schools

By JANE MCCLURE

bring new life to a little-used basketball

court at St. Clair Park and other similar
courts in St. Paul as soon as this summer, the
West Seventh/Fort Road Federation was told
on May 13.

The US. Soccer Foundation is working
with the city’s Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and the St. Paul Public Schools to add
two futsal courts at city parks and at two fa-
cilities owned by the school district. The city
sites are at St. Clair Park, 265 Oneida St., and
Hamline Park, 1564 Lafond Ave. No school
sites have been identified yet, though there
has been preliminary consideration of sites at
Highland Park and Johnson high schools.

Futsal is played by five-person teams and
uses a ball that is smaller than a typical soc-
cer ball. It is already played on tennis and bas-
ketball courts at some recreation centers in
St. Paul, including Edgcumbe and Groveland,
according to Andy Rodriguez, the south ser-
vice area supervisor for Parks and Recreation.

More futsal courts could be added in city
parks in the future if there is sufficient de-

I :utsal, a modified form of soccer, could
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mand. Rodriguez said the courts will be
provided at no cost to the city. The work will
include installing an acrylic surface, goals
and fences. Maintenance is expected to be
required every six to eight years and will be
added to the regular Parks and Recreation
work schedule.

The futsal courts cost about $60,000 each.
The court at St. Clair would likely be subsi-
dized by the Minnesota United FC, and Tar-
get Corporation would help pay for the court
at Hamline Park, Rodriguez said.

The US. Soccer Foundation approached
city officials with the proposal, said Parks and
Recreation spokesperson Clare Cloyd. The
foundation is working with Target and other
sponsors to build 100 soccer or futsal fields
and courts by 2020.

Rodriguez said installing futsal courts
will not take away space from adjacent play-
grounds or fields. The entrance to the tennis
courts at St. Clair will be changed as part of
plans to add futsal there. Tennis players cur-
rently must cross the basketball court to get
to their courts.

Federation board members had a gener-
ally favorable reaction to the futsal plans at St.

- FREE IN HOME
. ESTIMATES

Clair, but did not take a vote. Some had ques-
tions about court use and promotion of the
sport. Several were glad to see a new use for
the graffiti-plagued basketball court. Others
said the new futsal court should be left open
and not locked up.

“If a basketball court can be blighted, this
one is it,” said board member Wendy Under-
wood. While St. Clair’s fields, playground and
tennis courts are often bustling, she said the
basketball court sits empty.

Rodriguez said Parks and Recreation offers
indoor co-ed futsal in the spring. Ages range
from 4 to 14. There are also other leagues for
youth and adult futsal players. “It’s really pop-
ular all over the U.S.” he said. “Kids love it

According to Rodriguez, Parks and Rec-
reation would provide programming at the
new futsal courts for teams and lessons, but
the plan is to allow for as much free play as
possible.

Public outreach on futsal will take place this
spring and summer. The public will be invited
to drop by the prospective sites during open
houses, learn about the game and see draw-
ings of the courts. The dates for those events
are still being determined.
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Council approves variance to use
Summit-U church as event center

By JANE MCCLURE

r I ‘he former Dayton Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church at 217 Mackubin St. can
become an event center, with adult and

child daycare programs housed in part of the

building, as a result of the St. Paul City Coun-
cil's unanimous approval of a historic use vari-

ance on May 8.

New building owner Mohammad Thabet
plans to renovate the church’s interior to ac-
commodate the new uses as well as an apart-
ment. Thabet, who owns a construction com-
pany, said he will preserve the exterior.

The sandstone building is in the Historic
Hill District and is on the National Register
of Historic Places. It was built in 1888 and
was designed by architect Cass Gilbert, whose
mother was a member of the congregation.

The church held its last service in the build-
ing in December 2018 after its membership
had dwindled to just a few dozen. All church
programs were relocated except for a commu-
nity clothing closet, which closed.

Congregation member Kathy Vellenga said
the church members worked with Thabet to
get approval for the new uses. One frustration
she cited was an unsuccessful attempt to re-
zone the property. Thabet was unable to get
enough signatures from adjacent property
owners to apply for a zoning change. He then
sought the variance, which does not have a
petition requirement.

This is the third historic use variance ever
granted in St. Paul. Others were for the Wald-
mann Brewery & Wurstery on the West End
and for the former St. Paul's Church on the
Hill in Macalester-Groveland, which is now
the Summit Center for Arts and Innovation.

Thabet and members of the former Dayton
Avenue Church congregation spent several
months working with the Summit-University
Planning Council (SUPC), the city’s Heritage
Preservation Commission and the Planning

The sanctuary of Dayton Avenue Presby-
terian Church during an open house last
October. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Commission to win approval for the project.

Though church members told the City
Council that their first preference would have
been to sell the building to another congrega-
tion, many said they were pleased with Tha-
bet’s plans. City Council members and the
groups recommending approval of the histor-
ic use variance praised his desire to save and
reuse the building.

However, Ramsey Hill Association mem-
bers said they did not receive notice about
the variance request until the process was well
underway. They accused the SUPC of making
a recommendation to support the variance
without seeking sufficient public comments
or providing meeting notices. Some associa-

DAYTON AVE. CHURCH P11
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News Briefs

City withdraws charter change
regarding administrative fines

A proposed change to the St. Paul City
Charter that would have given city depart-
ments more discretion in levying administra-
tive citations and fines has been set aside at
the request of the city’s Department of Safety
and Inspections. DSI director Ricardo Cer-
vantes said on May 8 that his department
wants to make sure the proposed change has
the City Council’s unanimous support before
bringing it up for a vote. It appeared a few
council members were wavering, including
Jane Prince and Kasim Busuri.

A charter change requires a unanimous
vote by the City Council or the support of
voters in a citywide referendum. While most
City Council members supported the change,
Prince said she was concerned about overly
broad ordinance language and the potential
for abuse. According to Cervantes, DSI and
the City Attorney’s Office will amend the lan-
guage in the proposed ordinance and take it
back to the Charter Commission for a recom-
mendation.

The withdrawn charter change was recom-
mended for approval by the Charter Com-
mission on a 5-4 vote in February. It would
have allowed DSI and other city departments
to establish a new schedule of citations and
fines as a means of encouraging compliance
with city regulations, especially in the areas
of property code enforcement and the exces-
sive consumption of police services. The new
sanctions would have been subject to another
City Council public hearing and vote.

According to Cervantes, the city’s current
system of fines is not strict enough to bring
some property owners into compliance. DSI
receives about 50,000 complaints a year, most
of them for property code violations. Roughly
90 percent of the complaints are resolved
voluntarily. Others go through a legislative
hearing process. However, about a dozen
each year are not resolved before becoming a
criminal citation.

DSI wants to avoid criminal citations be-
cause they go on a property owner’s personal
record and can have long-lasting consequenc-
es for employment and housing. In the case
of residential properties, a criminal citation
could force the eviction of tenants.

City studies weekly overnight
parking ban on Summit Ave.

New parking restrictions in the form of a
weekly overnight parking ban may be coming
to Summit Avenue. The St. Paul City Coun-
cil on May 15 asked the city’s Department of
Public Works to conduct a study on imple-
menting such a ban to give city crews a chance
to remove snow from Summit’s bike lanes in
the winter.

Weekly overnight parking bans are im-
posed on many arterial streets in St. Paul to
allow for extra street cleaning or snow remov-
al. In conducting the study, the City Council
is asking Public Works to look at such factors
as increased safety for bicyclists, the inconve-

nience of residents who would have to park
elsewhere and the cost of implementing the
change.

Summit has some of the city’s most heav-
ily used bike lanes. Bicycling advocates and
the Union Park and Macalester-Groveland
district councils have raised concerns about
winter maintenance on streets with bike lanes.
People who bike year-round have encoun-
tered bike lanes that are either covered with
snow or blocked by cars that are unable to
park next to the curb because of piles of snow.

Emergency homeless shelter
to remain open this summer

An emergency overnight shelter for home-
less people in downtown St. Paul, which was
slated to close this spring with the return of
warm weather, will stay open until the end of
the year. The City Council on May 15 voted
to extend the shelter’s operational permit be-
yond its scheduled expiration date because
of the ongoing need of homeless people for
shelter.

The overnight shelter in the Ramsey Coun-
ty Government Center at 160 E. Kellogg Blvd.
serves up to 64 people per night. The shel-
ter operates from 10 p.m.-9 a.m. People are
referred there by law enforcement officers,
emergency first responders, and designated
outreach workers or staff from Union Gos-
pel Mission and Catholic Charities' Higher
Ground facility.

The recommendation to keep the shelter
open came from St. Paul City Council mem-
ber Rebecca Noecker, whose Ward 2 includes
downtown.

Self-storage facility to replace
EMC Publishing in West End

A longtime Crosby Lake Business Park of-
fice and warehouse is being converted into a
self-storage facility. The building at 875 Mon-
treal Way was constructed in 1996 for EMC
Publishing. It will soon be home to about 960
storage units.

The change does not require city approval,
but it was met with disappointment by mem-
bers of the West Seventh/Fort Road Fed-
eration when they got the news on May 14.
Federation members said they would have
preferred a use for the industrial property that
generated more jobs.

Tan Hawker and Paul Tucci of Oppidan have
been working with the building’s new tenant.
EMC is moving out because of changes in the
educational publishing industry. The compa-
ny no longer needs the 125,000-square-foot
building.

The West Seventh Federation was told that
there is a high demand for self-storage in the
area. The Crosby Lake Business Park was
developed by the St. Paul Port Authority a
couple of decades ago on the site of a former
Texaco fuel tank farm. The Port Authority is
working to find a new location for EMC in St.
Paul. The company has about 75 employees.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

10«4 DAYTON AVE. CHURCH

tion members sent a pointed letter to city of-
ficials saying that plans for the event center
were motivated by greed.

City Council member Dai Thao said on
May 8 that he spoke with the SUPC and was
satisfied that efforts were made to reach the
public and seek comments. He also pointed to
the widespread support for the project.

Thao sought a one-week layover on the
variance request on May 1 in response to sev-
eral emails and letters in opposition. Most of
them objected to an event center due to the
increased traffic and parking it would attract.
However, no one appeared at public hearings

to speak against the historic use variance.

“The church is a unique, historic structure
that is integral to our neighborhood,” Ramsey
Hill resident Michael Faricy wrote. “I also un-
derstand that given its unique architecture, a
new use following a century of religious activ-
ity is difficult”

Faricy said that while he does not object to
the adult and child daycare uses, which are al-
lowed under the site’s current zoning, an event
center is not compatible with the surrounding
neighborhood.

“We fight regularly to maintain residential
zoning and yet it seems we're victims of the
city routinely issuing a variance to existing
codes,” he said.
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School district projects overall $13.3M increase in revenue

By KEvIN DRiscoLL

s it awaits the passage of a new state

A)udget for the coming two years, the

t. Paul Public Schools is projecting an

overall revenue increase of $13.3 million for
the coming school year.

That figure includes the additional $17.3
million approved by St. Paul voters in last No-
vember’s excess levy referendum, $6.2 million
in additional state aid through a projected 2
percent increase in the state’s per-pupil aid
formula, and a $2.2 million increase in Special
Education money.

Those increases are offset by a projected
drop in enrollment of 313 students and a
decrease in compensatory aid because of an
expected drop in students from low-income
households who qualify for free or reduced-
price lunches. Those two decreases would re-
duce school district revenue by an estimated
$12.4 million.

As this edition of the Villager went to press,
school district finance chief Marie Schrul was

still ironing out the details of the 2019-2020
budget in anticipation of the Legislature’s pas-
sage of a state budget with its allocation for
K-12 education.

The St. Paul Public Schools are anticipat-
ing an overall budget of about $750 million
for the coming school year. That includes a
$577.4 million general fund budget—a $42.4
million or 8 percent increase from this year’s
general fund budget. Forty-five percent of the
general fund covers individual school bud-
gets, 35 percent pays for school support ser-
vices, 20 percent for district support services
and 1 percent for district administration.

Each district school has “pretty much com-
pleted its budget for next year;” Schrul said. “If
all goes as hoped, the schools will get $258.2
million divided among them based on enroll-
ment and demographics”

DFL Governor Tim Walz and the DFL
House of Representatives had proposed a
$733 million increase in school funding state-
wide. Meanwhile, the Republican-controlled
Senate was only willing to support a $211

million increase. The final amount will not be
known until the passage of the state budget.
However, Walz and the legislative leadership
emerged on May 19 with a proposed compro-
mise of $540 million in additional spending,
or enough to pay for the expected 2 percent
increase in education funding.

“We just can't keep going on like this year
after year,” said St. Paul Superintendant Joe
Gothard prior to the compromise at the Capi-
tol. “We don't get funded for inflation in man-
datory program costs, and so we face a deficit
every year. Next year’s shortfall is expected to
be $3.1 million. Schools across the state need
a sustainable annual funding source so that
we can adequately plan for the coming year,
especially as we begin implementation of the
first 10 initiatives of our new strategic plan,
SPPS Achieves”

According to Gothard, the most critical of
the first 10 initiatives of the strategic plan, and
the one around which the other nine revolve,
is the development of a new Middle School
Model. That initiative is centered around

City’s 2040 Plan praised for promoting housing

BY JANE MCCLURE

blueprint for development in the city

over the next two decades, was roundly
praised at a May 15 public hearing for encour-
aging increased housing density, a wider va-
riety of housing, more transportation options
and the protection of parks and other open
spaces.

More than a dozen people spoke at the City
Council hearing, which addressed the 2040
Plans chapters on housing, transportation,
historic preservation, water management,
land use, and parks and other open space. The
City Council will hold a public hearing on the
chapter dealing with the Mississippi River
Corridor Critical Area on June 5.

The City Council will vote on the entire
2040 Plan on June 12, according to council
president Amy Brendmoen. The city’s plan
will then be forwarded to the Metropolitan
Council for inclusion in the regional plan.

The 2040 Plan will be used by the city to
not only guide future development, but di-
rect public and private investments and seek
federal and regional grants. The plan includes
several guiding principles, including promot-

St. Pauls 2040 Comprehensive Plan, a

ing equitable opportunities for all residents,
aging in place, public health, economic devel-
opment, urban design and resiliency.

The city is required to prepare a compre-
hensive plan every 10 years, according to
principal city planner Lucy Thompson. The
city has held more than 70 neighborhood
events on the plan and conducted an exten-
sive review by the Planning Commission.
More than 2,300 citizens have submitted
comments on the plan, she said.

Most speakers at the May 15 hearing praised
the plan’s focus on increased density in devel-
opment and urged the City Council to make
it easier to add multi-family housing through-
out St. Paul. Members of the faith-based
group ISATIAH, the Metropolitan Interfaith
Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH)
and Neighbors for More Neighbors spoke in
favor of a greater variety of housing options,
including affordable housing for those with
low incomes. They also asked the City Coun-
cil to make it easier for people to rent out parts
of their homes to others.

Several people spoke for inclusionary zon-
ing, or ordinances that require a share of new
construction to be affordable to people with
low to moderate incomes.

John Slade of MICAH said city officials
will need to mobilize “a lot of people power
and a lot of public money” to help house the
city’s poorest families. He recommended ef-
forts to stabilize rent and to protect naturally
occurring affordable housing. He suggested
raising revenue to support low-income hous-
ing through such measures as deed taxes and
payments in lieu of taxes by nonprofit entities
that are exempt from paying property taxes.

“The city needs to prioritize affordable
housing,” said Margaret Kaplan of the Hous-
ing Justice Center. She was among those who
spoke for helping households whose incomes
are at or below 30 percent of the area’s median
income, or about $28,000 per year for a family
of four.

Russ Adams, executive director of the Al-
liance for Metropolitan Stability, urged city
leaders to be creative in seeking housing solu-
tions. He praised the city’s plan for redevelop-
ing Ford Motor Company’s former assembly
plant in Highland Park by requiring at least 20
percent of the new homes to be affordable to
residents with low or moderate incomes.

The plan for the Ford site includes close to
3,800 new housing units, with close to 760
of them affordable to households making no

teams of teachers and advisers in the middle
schools, each of whom work to meet the aca-
demic, social and emotional needs of a certain
group of students, Gothard said.

The other nine initiatives include the imple-
mentation of Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports at every school, the integration of
social and emotional learning support, recruit-
ing more teachers and staff of the same racial
background as students, implementing cultur-
ally relevant practices in student learning, and
identifying and restructuring systems that re-
inforce academic disparities among students.

The Middle School Model, Gothard said, is
a chance to “demonstrate that we can provide
every child in St. Paul with an excellent educa-
tion with broad college and career pathways.”
Of course, that will cost money. The school
district’s proposed budget for 2019-20 calls for
an additional $273,489 to be spent among its
15 middle schools to implement the Middle
School Model. That is above and beyond the
regular allotment from the districts general
fund based on enrollment and demographics.

density, variety

more than 60 percent of the areas median
income and nearly 380 of them affordable to
those making no more than 30 percent of the
area’s median income.

Most of the criticism of the city’s 2040 Plan
was directed at the transportation chapter.
According to Highland Park resident Greg
Struve, a retired civil engineer, that chapter is
“lacking direction” Struve said the city is lag-
ging behind the rest of the Twin Cities area
when it comes to good transportation in-
frastructure. He stressed the need for better
connections between downtown and Min-
neapolis-St. Paul International Airport and
more emphasis on the use of Union Depot as
a transportation hub.

Downtown resident Jay Severance said the
city must do a better job of planning devel-
opments downtown, looking more closely at
projects as they affect transportation. Sever-
ance cited the proposed Riverview Corridor
transit line. The modern streetcar line, as
proposed, has the potential of clogging down-
town streets that are already congested, he
said. According to him, the city needs a clear-
er overall vision of downtowns future so that
future developments do not conflict.

145-year-old Ramsey Hill home may be saved from demolition

By JANE MCcCLURE

ne of Ramsey Hill’s oldest houses may
Obe spared a date with the wrecking

ball. The St. Paul City Council is ex-
pected to vote on June 5 to give the new own-
er of 412 Holly Ave. 180 days to rehabilitate
the structure.

That is a tall order. The house has been
deemed a Category 3 vacant building, which
is the lowest rating the city assigns. City in-
spectors have identified more than 100 viola-
tions in the house in building, electrical, me-
chanical and plumbing codes. The chimney,
eaves and soffits are in disrepair. The exterior
walls and trim need painting. Stairs are defi-
cient, as are windows and screens. The foun-
dation has deteriorated, as has the roof.

The home’s owner, Dan Wagers, was a pio-
neer in rehabilitating homes in Ramsey Hill.
He and his family bought the house in 1970.
Like many old homes in the neighborhood, it
had been converted to a rooming house in the
1960s. One of the rooming house’s residents
was Morris (Red) Rudensky, a safe cracker
and member of Al Capone’s gang who rented
a room there after his release from Leaven-
worth Prison.

Wagers restored 412 Holly to a single-fam-
ily home. It was one of eight homes within a

one-block radius that he bought, restored and
sold in the 1970s and 1980s. Wagers served
on the board of the Ramsey Hill Association
and on the board of the historic preservation
group Old Town Restorations. However, he
has had health problems of late and is no lon-
ger living in the house.

The large wood frame house is part of the
Historic Hill District and its fate has been
debated for months. Ramsey Hill neighbors
have rallied to rescue it, asking city officials to
support Erik Stadstad’s efforts to restore the
structure.

Stadstad is in the process of buying the
home from Wagers. At a May 14 hearing, St.
Paul legislative hearing officer Marcia Moer-
mond asked the City Council to place sev-
eral conditions on the 180-day extension for
rehabilitating the home. One is that detailed
financial and construction plans be submit-
ted to the city. Another is that Stadstad show
that he will work on the house while it is still
owned by Wagers.

The property needs to be maintained while
work is underway, Moermond said, and if at
least 50 percent of the outlined work is done
within the first few months, the city should be
amenable to another extension.

The Ramsey Hill Association, St. Paul Heri-
tage Preservation Commission, Historic St.

Paul and the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice have all recommended that the home be
saved. According to Mason Riddle, the heri-
tage preservation chair for the Ramsey Hill
Association, the neighborhood is 100 percent
behind the effort to save the house. “To allow
it to be razed would put the city on the wrong
end of history;” he said.

Several Ramsey Hill neighbors sent let-
ters to Moermond asking that the house be
spared. “It has been so disappointing to see
this wonderful historic home move into dis-
repair over the past six-plus years,” said neigh-
bor Ron Zweber in an email to Moermond.

According to local house historian Jim
Sazevich, the original portion of the house at
412 Holly was built in 1874 by Ramsey Coun-
ty Sheriff John Grace. Grace built the home
for the family of his brother-in-law, John
Corcoran, an Irish immigrant who worked as
a turnkey at the Ramsey County Jail.

The house has had several additions over
the years, including a master bedroom, library
and wrap-around porch. It is not clear who
the original architect was, with some pointing
to Cass Gilbert and others to the firm of Reed
and Stem. However, Gilbert is credited with
designing some of the additions to the house.

Former owners of the house include a rail-
way executive, a doctor, the manager of the

Emporium department store, the widow of a
Civil War general, and early St. Paul Pioneer
Press publisher Frederick Driscoll and his
wife Harriet. Historical studies refer to it as
the Louis Gilbert House, a nod to the home’s
owner from 1940-64.

Stadstad will lease the property from Wa-
gers until the sale closes, according to his at-
torney, Brian Alton. That will give Stadstad
exclusive control of the property as work
begins. A purchase agreement has been pre-
pared, though the selling price was not dis-
closed.

Stadstad said that while he has a time-
line for the work that is needed at 412 Holly
Ave., the timeline may need to be adjusted as
tradespeople get a closer look at the extent of
the rehabilitation work required. “My intent
is to get the code compliance work done as
quickly as possible;” he said.

The city’s Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions has estimated the cost to rehabilitate the
home at more than $200,000. The cost of de-
molition is about $30,000.

Steve Magner, the manager of code en-
forcement in the city’s Department of Safety
and Inspections, cautioned that the $228,000
Stadstad has estimated for the work may not
be enough. “In my experience, that dollar
amount may not do it justice;” he said.
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John Rupp, St. Paul-based real estate
developer and, with his wife Stepha-
nie Rupp, owner of Commonwealth
Properties, was one of four individu-
als recently honored with 2019 Prog-
ress Minnesota Awards. The awards
are presented annually by Finance &
Commerce newspaper to individuals
and companies that are moving Min-
nesotas economy forward in innova-
tive ways. Rupp has built Commonwealth Properties around
the renovation and repurposing of historic structures. The
company includes such hospitality businesses as W.A. Frost
and Company, the University Club of St. Paul, the Commo-
dore Bar and Restaurant and the Davidson boutique hotel
in Ramsey Hill, the St. Paul Athletic Club and Hotel 340 in
downtown St. Paul, and the Summit Center performing arts
and event center at 1524 Summit Ave.

All Energy Solar, which designs, installs and monitors solar
power systems in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, New Hamp-
shire, New York and Massachusetts, recently moved its head-
quarters from 1642 Carroll Ave. to 1264 Energy Lane in Ener-
gy Park. The larger, 30,000-square-foot building will allow the
company to expand its work force by 20 percent. According
to Michael Allen, president and co-owner of All Energy Solar,
the company’s installations increased by 283 percent over the
last three years.

Blood runs thicker than paint in
the Abbott family, but paint has had
a pretty long run. It started in 1945
when Howard “Mike” Abbott (pic-
tured) opened the first Abbott Paint
store on Cleveland and Marshall av-
enues. Mike moved the St. Paul store
to 1808 Grand Ave. in 1971. Though
he continued to work in the store, he
retired as owner in 1990, passing the
business on to sons Kevin, Steve, Dave and Tim, who opened
two more Abbott Paint stores later that decade in White Bear
Lake and Stillwater. Mike died three years ago at the age of 91,
but all three Abbott Paint locations are honoring his memory
with Mike Abbott Days from now through June 2, offering
discounts on paint and other products along with a high-qual-
ity acrylic exterior paint called Vintage 24 after the year Mike
was born and with his photograph on the label.

Registered dietitian and nutritionist Susan Raatz has opened
a private practice at 1539 Grand Ave. A former professor and
researcher, Raatz offers dietary information and advice for
people managing a medical condition, such as diabetes, os-
teoporosis, high cholesterol or blood pressure, as well as those
wanting to manage their weight or pursue optimal health.

Andrew Prestegaard, an Eagle Scout and one of the adult
leaders of Boy Scout Troop 90 of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
has been awarded the Medal of Merit from the Boy Scouts of
America for outstanding service. Last September, Prestegaard
was attending a barbecue when another man started choking
on his lunch. Prestegaard quickly assessed the situation and,

by applying the Heimlich maneuver that he learned in Scouts,
dislodged the food on which the person was choking.

Susie Emmert of Summit Hill has been named vice president
and chief advocacy officer for St. Paul-based Lutheran Social
Service of Minnesota. Emmert joined the organization nine
years ago as an advocacy manager. As its senior director of
advocacy, she helped organize and lead the This Is Medicaid
coalition to protect Minnesotans from cuts to their healthcare.
Since 2011, she has also served as an adjunct instructor of
public policy and the history of social welfare at Augsburg, St.
Thomas and St. Catherine universities. In her new role, Em-
mert will oversee Lutheran Social Service’s state and national
initiatives to improve services and public policies.

U.S. Air Force Airman Michael G. Mozingo, a 2017 gradu-
ate of Central High School, recently finished basic military
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland in Texas. He is
the son of Michael C. Mozingo of Foley, Alabama, and Sharon
D. Murphree of St. Paul.

The Jerry Murphy Community Service Award was presented
to the family of the late Bert McKasy at the Mendota Heights
City Council meeting on April 16. McKasy served three terms
in the Minnesota House, was commissioner of the state De-
partment of Commerce, vice chair of the Metropolitan Air-
ports Commission and chief of staff for former U.S. Senator
Dave Durenberger.
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740 Grand Ave
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“We get results. Our firm has represented

thousands of individuals who incurred

serious and complex injuries, even death,

due to motor vehicle accidents, falls, dog

bites and other mishaps that were not

their fault. We have the experience to help
you through the medical and financial

needs that arise as a result. We have been very successful
in resolving these matters quickly and to the satisfaction of
our clients.” — Joe Dudley

CLIENT COMMENTS:

+“Pm amazed at what you did!”

+ “The only good thlnF about this accident is that I got to
meet you and your law firm.”

+ “My friend needs a good lawyer, naturally I thought of you.”

No fees unless we collect for you!

3
¢

Dudley & Smith, P.A.
) - | _ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952 ] - ¢
651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com e

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America
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EYES EXAMINED!

We take your vision very seriously. That’s why we provide

the most comprehensive eye exam you’ll ever get, including
depth screenings for conditions like cataracts and glaucoma.
Then we custom craft a complete eyewear package that is

as unique as you and give you a professional fit — all with our
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Call today to schedule your GRAND

comprehensive eye exam SPECTACLE , '
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INTEGRITY REALTY
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If you have considered selling your home, contact us today to get a

FREE, NO OBLIGAT

ION MARKET ANALYSIS!
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District Council News

Highland Park

highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

Board officers—The Highland District Council named the
following officers to its board of directors: president Howard
Miller, vice president Paul Langenfeld, treasurer Bob White-
head and secretary Rebecca Reiners. The board also appointed
Nate Hurse as the Grid 11 representative, and Mike Lindsay
and Gary Martland as at-large alternates.

Garage Fest—The annual Highland Park Garage Fest will
take place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday and Saturday, May 31-
June 1. Maps of the sale locations will be available on the HDC
website or can be picked up after May 28 at the Highland Park
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

Music and a movie—Highland’s Summer Music Series
will feature a free concert beginning at 6:15 p.m. Thursday,
June 13, on the lawn of the former Highland Pool House on
Montreal Avenue and Edgcumbe Road. The family-friendly
event will include food trucks and children’s activities. Partici-
pants are being encouraged to bring lawn chairs or blankets.
The music will be followed by a showing of the 2017 action
comedy Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle at 9 p.m.

Jazzed about Highland—The HDC and Highland Busi-
ness Association will host their fifth annual summer jazz
concert at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 20, in the parking lot of
Langford & Karls Chiropractic on Cleveland Avenue and
Highland Parkway. Joyann Parker will perform. Food and
beverages will be sold beginning at 6 p.m. There will also be
prizes and family activities sponsored by local businesses.
Those who attend are being encouraged to bring a lawn chair.

Upcoming meetings—Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 28; and board of directors, 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 6. Both meetings will be held at the Highland
Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. For other future
meetings, visit the HDC website.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org « 651-695-4000

Call for judges—The annual Alley Garden Awards are

REIDELL-ESTEY

AND ASSOCIATES

PRESENTS

www.reidellestey.com

coming up and the Macalester-Groveland Community

Council is looking for judges to help walk the alleys of
the neighborhood from June 20-27 to determine the
winners. Those who are interested in getting involved are

asked to email mgcc@macgrove.org for more informa-
tion.

Alley garden flags—Volunteers are needed to con-
struct 700 flags for this year’s Alley Garden Awards at

7 p-m. Monday, June 10, at the Edgcumbe Recreation
Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Refreshments will be provided.
Email mgcc@macgrove.org to register.

Mac-Grove Fest—Registration is now open to sponsor
or exhibit at the 2019 Mac-Grove Fest on Saturday, Septem-
ber 7, at Groveland Park. Priority registration closes on June 3.
The community council also is looking for stage performers,
artists and others with creative ideas to participate in the fest.
Visit macgrove.org/macgrovefest.

Get involved—The community council currently has open-
ings on its board of directors for Grid 2 and at-large business,
renter and student representatives. The board also has three
standing committees that meet once a month. Those who at-
tend three consecutive committee meetings can become vot-
ing members. Visit macgrove.org/committees.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Committee,
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 22, Groveland Recreation Center;
Community Building Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 10,
Edgcumbe Recreation Center; and Transportation Commit-
tee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 24, Edgcumbe.

S it-Universi

summit-university.org « 651-228-1855

Board members sought—The Summit-University Plan-
ning Council is looking for renters to join its board of direc-
tors. Do you feel like you are left out of big decisions in the
neighborhood because you are not a homeowner? Do you feel
like people who make those decisions are out of touch on is-
sues that affect renters? Do you feel like the opinions of renters,
who make up 65 percent of the people living in the Summit-
University neighborhood, deserve to be heard? Call the office
or email executive director Jens Werner jens@summit-univer-

RE/MAX
RESULTS

651-696-0855

1025 Portland Avenue - Inviting 2.5 story on wonderful block of
beautiful homes. Stunning woodwork, leaded & stained-glass windows plus
gleaming wood floor throughout. Finished basement, all in perfect condi-

1440 Sargent Avenue - Stunning Prairie sMe rambler. Great town-
home alternative in the heart of great Macalester-Groveland. Main floor master
is incredibly spacious with walkin closet & master bath with jacuzzi tub. A perfect

councils
in the
Villager
area

sity.org for more information.

The write stuff—The SUPC is looking for people who want
to write articles about neighborhood events and issues to join
its Communications Committee. For information, contact the
planning council’s office.

Stay informed—The public is invited to “like” the SUPC on
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “The Porchlite,” by
visiting its website.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org « 651-645-6887

Union Park bike tour—Join bike enthusiasts and local resi-
dents for a ride to explore the Union Park neighborhoods. Rid-
ers should meet at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, June 15, at the Merriam
Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. The tour will
end at the Brew Hall at the new Allianz Field soccer stadium.

Upcoming meetings—Neighborhood Involvement Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 3, Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave.; and board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednesday, June
5, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University Ave.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter
@UnionParkDC and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

LEXINGTON LANDING

HIGHLAND PARK-ST. PAUL | SUMMER 2020

tion with updated mechanicals. You don't want to miss this! ~ $689,900 place to call home — only a relocation makes this available! $369,900

Lexington Landing is a new senior
community in Saint Paul that is designed
for life. Residents will enjoy an active,
maintenance-free lifestyle in attractive
apartments within the friendly

Highland Park neighborhood.

» Spacious 1-2 bedroom floor plans

Lexington

LANDING

1211 Selby Avenue - Great starter! 3 bedrooms/2 bath.
Refinished hardwoods & fresh paint. Spacious rooms!
Lower level has great family room. Walk to Pizza Luce and

Now Reserving!

Information Office

==
1759 Laurel Avenue - Remarkable 2+story! 4 bedrooms
with stunning woodwork & hardwood floors. Amazing neigh-

borhood — walk to Whole Foods, great restaurants & the . In-home washer and dryer

Whole Foods! $269,900 river! Be in the heart of it all! $429,900 Carondelet Center
2 e Senior apartments include 1890 Randolph Avenue
stainless steel appliances Suite 109

Saint Paul, MN 55105

651.432.4940

LexingtonLanding.org

e Underground parking

Call Dianna today to learn more!

1504 Summit Avenue - Comfortable 5+ bedroom/6 bath living in
this prized Summit Avenue home on large level lot. Updated mechani-
cals, energy fithome award! See today! $895,000

in the historic Commodore Building, Features 6th floor downtown skyline
views, updated kitchen with granite countertops & tile backsplash. Vaulted
ceilings with two-sided fireplace adds to the charm! $339,900

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

748 Grand Ave 2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55105 St. Paul, MN 55116

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

Senior Apartments | Assisted Living | Memory Care
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P ] ary Helen Pates, the Villager’ live-
ly, go-to administrative assistant,
is retiring at the end of this month.

Many of those who have called or visited the
newspaper office at 757 S. Snelling Ave. over
the past 36 years will know her as the con-
genial front-office person who helped them
with their classified ad or billing questions,
provided details on everything from dead-
lines to polling places, and handled a list of
other tasks that stretched over four pages
when she sat down to compile it.

Pates, 70, is a longtime Macalester-Grove-
land resident and has been an integral part
of the newspaper ever since she left the
Highland Bank nearly four decades ago.

“I've known her since I was 8 years old,
said Villager publisher Michael Mischke. “I
was in Cub Scouts and a friend of her broth-
er, Rob Tautges. Their mom was our den
mother and I remember Cub Scout meet-
ings at their house and seeing Mary Helen
in her St. Joseph's Academy uniform.”

Mischke recalled when Pates was first
hired to join the Villager. His mother
Jeanette, who was the company’s reception-
ist back then, ran into Pates at Widmer's Su-
permarket. The two got to talking, and Pates
mentioned she was ready to get back to
work after welcoming her first child into the
family. Jeanette told her husband Maurice,
who was the Villager’s publisher at the time.
He set up a meeting at Lee’s Village Inn the
next day and hired her on the spot.

Co-editor John Wadell said Pates is
known by advertisers, contributors and staff
for her hearty laugh, sunny disposition and
can-do attitude. She has a wide range of
talents, not the least of which is a penchant
for party planning. Her colorful character
is never more on display than when she
dresses up for special occasions, especially
St. Patricks Day, Halloween and whenever
the Minnesota Wild are playing at home.

“Mary Helen made it a pleasure to come
to work,” said Wadell, who sat just an eraser’s
throw away from her for 30 years. “T'll miss
talking with her about family and friends,
comparing photos of the grandkids and
sharing quirky news tidbits. T'll even miss
hearing her tiny sneeze, which always made
me chuckle. It just won't be the same around
here without her”

Graphic designer and classified ad sales

Pates retires after 36 years at Villager

Mary Helen Pates

rep Jennifer Gordon said she has learned
a lot from Pates during the time they have
worked together. She said she will miss
Pates’ humor, her practical jokes and their
shared love of cooking.

“Mary Helen is one of the nicest people
I've ever worked with,” said Gordon, who
will be taking over the bulk of Pates’ duties
once shes gone. “She’s amazing. She knows
so many people”

Graphic designer Craig Schuster has a lot
of fond memories of Pates thinking back
over the years. “Mary Helen has always been
a blessing as a fellow employee,” he said.
“She always has a smile to brighten your day
and if that doesn’t help, maybe a Wild horn
or Vikings ‘skol’ chant to bring a grin”

Schuster said there were so many family
stories shared, lots of hugs and plenty of fun
company parties to cherish. He remarked at
how Pates handled people with such under-
standing and grace while answering calls at
the front desk.

“One can't forget food either, he said,
“between the many items shared from her
home baking to the treats from a Sam’s run.
They always hit the spot at just the right
time. Thanks, Mary Helen”

Pates is leaving to spend more time with
her family, including husband Greg, her two
children and their spouses, her 2-year-old
granddaughter and a second grandchild due
to arrive this summer.

She also will be able to enjoy more days of
boat rides and sunsets at her family’s cabin
on Gull Lake.
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SchoolNotes

Lydia Neus, a 2015 graduate of Highland Park
High School, has received a Fulbright award
to teach English to students at Gazi University
in Turkey during the next school year. She is
graduating this spring from the University of
Minnesota with a major in global studies and
minors in management and teaching English
as a second language.

Nativity School, 1900 Stanford Ave., has been
selected by the Catholic Schools Center of
Excellence as one of 18 elementary schools to
participate in a pilot literacy partnership with
Groves Academy. The partnership involves a
three-year program with the goal of having
every child fluent in reading and spelling by
the end of third grade.

Catholics in good standing who are inter-
ested in growing spiritually through the Car-
melite way are invited to an informational
program at 1 p.m. Sunday, June 2, at Nativity
of Our Lord Church, Stanford and Prior av-
enues. The program is sponsored by the Third
Order Community of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel. Call Annie at 651-699-5747.

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900 Sum-
mit Ave., will offer “Getting All-Out Dirty

Caroline Little, a Merriam Park resident and
French teacher at St. Thomas Academy, re-
ceived a WEM Outstanding Educator Award
for teacher achievement on May 1. The award
comes with a $15,000 award. Only two teach-
ers in the state receive the award annually.

Concordia University-St. Paul has renamed
its newly purchased Central Midway Building
as Ries Tower in honor of university president
Dr. Tom Ries, who is retiring at the end of the
school year. The building provides Concordia
with additional space for classrooms, labs and
administrative offices. Concordia, which cur-
rently utilizes three full floors and a portion
of a fourth in Ries Tower, officially purchased
the nine-story facility in March.

About Being Green” featuring United Meth-
odist pastor the Reverend Tyler Sit sharing his
vision for New City Church in Minneapolis at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 5. Call 651-224-
5809 or visit SPUCConSummit.org.

Lumen Christi Catholic Community, 2055
Bohland Ave., will offer a guided tour of the
architecture and design of its church at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 6. Call 651-698-5581 for more
information.

Welcome to Wyndris!

A brand new 62+ Independent Living community
that offers a uniquely upscale lifestyle, stunning

1- and 2-bedroom apartments, gorgeous finishes and
beautiful amenities—including an inviting outdoor
terrace, BBQ, fire pit, 24/7 fitness center and more.

- JOIN US FOR A COMPLIMENTARY -

Taste & Tour

June 18, 19 or 20

2-4pm

Presentations start
n at 2pm each day
929 2nd St. NE,
A

Minneapolis, MN

62+ COMMUNITY

025 LR

SV

Vet

>
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Pick a day and RSVP by June 14 to: Angela Ali at
612.362.2430 or email aali@catholiceldercare.org
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Burglary—A home was burglarized on the
700 block of Ridge Street during the evening
of May 2-3.

—Carbone’s Pizza, 1698 Randolph Ave.,
was broken into between 1-5 a.m. Saturday,
May 11.

Theft—A backpack, MacBook computer
and work files were stolen from a vehicle
on the 2200 block of Ford Parkway between
9-10:15 p.m. Wednesday, May 1.

—A MacBook computer and purse were
reported stolen from a vehicle at the Highland
Arena, 800 S. Snelling Ave., at 4 p.m. Monday,
May 6.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1300 block of
West Maynard Drive on May 10.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported at Ras
Restaurant, 2516 W. Seventh St., at 2:17 a.m.
Sunday, May 5.

Miscellaneous—A 21-year-old man who
was holding a clipboard and harassing people
for money was arrested on a felony theft war-
rant at 5:46 p.m. Friday, May 10, on the 2000
block of Ford Parkway.

Theft—A 59-year-old male was cited for
theft and giving false information to police at
the Midway Target at 4:39 p.m. Tuesday, April
30. He also tried to run over staff members
with his electric wheelchair.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1100 block of
Laurel Avenue on May 12.

Macalester-Groveland

Burglary—Roots Roasting, 1552 St. Clair
Ave., was burglarized between May 1-3.

—A home was burglarized on the 1600
block of Lincoln Avenue on May 2.

—Fishing equipment and tools were stolen
from a garage on the 1200 block of James Av-
enue during the evening of May 2-3.

—An apartment was burglarized on the
1700 block of Grand Avenue on May 5.

—Subway, 1820 Grand Ave., was broken
into at 2:46 a.m. Monday, May 6.

Theft—Perfume valued at more than $500
was stolen at Walgreens, 1585 Randolph Ave.,
on Thursday, May 2.

—A backpack with a laptop computer
and homework was stolen from a vehicle on

The Braman
Brothers have
sold over 120

homes the past
two years.

SOLD
Custom built by Tom Mihm in 2004, 4 BR, 4 BA, 5,700 sq. ft., 1.25 acre lot

Braman
Brothers

Call for ricing

m 7432 Shanho;l Drive
Edina (Non MLS)

Custom built by Tom Mihm in 2009, 5BR, 6BA, 6,000+ sq. ft., 1.24 acre lot

ort

Fairview and St. Clair avenues during the eve-
ning of May 3-4.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1800 block of
St. Clair Avenue on May 5, and on Cleveland
and Lincoln avenues on May 12.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from
a vehicle on the 1100 block of James Avenue
during the evening of May 5-6.

—A trailer was stolen from an alley on the
1700 block of Summit Avenue at 4:24 p.m.
Saturday, May 11.

—A boat motor was reported stolen on the
200 block of South Cretin Avenue at 11:03
a.m. Sunday, May 12.

Mendota Heights

Theft—Thefts from vehicles were reported
on the 600 block of Hidden Creek Trail on
May 2 and on the 1300 block of Highway 13
on May 9-10.

Miscellaneous—A male and female were
arrested for drug possession following a traf-
fic stop at 9:01 a.m. Tuesday, April 23, on
Wentworth Avenue and Dodd Road. The
male also was charged with the solicitation of
a prostitute.

—A woman was attacked several times
by an unleashed dog while she was walking
her own dog on a path on Victoria and Celia
roads at 8 a.m. Saturday, April 27.

Robbery—Three men in their 20s were ar-
rested for robbing a victim at gunpoint on the
400 block of Fry Street at 12:32 a.m. Friday,
May 3.

Theft—A purse-snatching was reported on
the 2000 block of St. Anthony Avenue at 7:49
p.m. Wednesday, May 1.

—Computer equipment was stolen from
a vehicle on the 400 block of Aldine Street
between 2-3:14 p.m. Friday, May 3.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1800 block of
Marshall Avenue between May 4-11.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from
a vehicle on the 2200 block of Selby Avenue
during the evening of May 6-7.

Sex crime—A community notification
meeting regarding Level III sex offend-
ers moving to St. Paul will be held at 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 23, at the Western District Po-
lice Station, 389 N. Hamline Ave. The offend-
ers include Andre Eugene Jarrett, 44, who has
registered to live on the 2100 block of Univer-
sity Avenue. For more information, call Offi-
cer Jeremy Doverspike at 651-266-5871.

i‘c‘
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660 Hidden Creek Trail
Mendota Heights
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Visit BramanBrothers.com 612.643.5533

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen at
LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave., on May 3.
A theft from the men’s locker room also was
reported there on May 2 and a male suspect
was arrested for tampering with vehicles there
on May 6.

—A vehicle was reported stolen at T.J.
Maxx, 1410 University Ave., at 12:22 p.m.
Friday, May 3.

—An employee was arrested for felony
theft of more than $1,000 in merchandise
from the Midway Walmart on Monday, May
6. The thefts occurred during the previous
two months.

—DMore than $500 in merchandise was sto-
len at Big Top Liquor, 1574 University Ave., at
5:34 p.m. Monday, May 6.

—A wallet was reported stolen from a table
at McDonalds, 1570 University Ave., at 5:35
p.m. Friday, May 10.

—Two women, ages 37 and 42, were cited
for trying to steal $590 in merchandise from
the Midway Walmart at 3 p.m. Sunday, May
12.

Assault—A female said she was assaulted
by five males near the Midway Walmart at
12:17 a.m. Saturday, May 11.

S it Hill

Burglary—An apartment was burglarized
on the 1100 block of Grand Avenue between
3-9:15 p.m. Thursday, May 2.

—Storage lockers were broken into at an
apartment building on the 600 block of Grand
Avenue between 6-9 p.m. Saturday, May 11.

Theft—A handgun was reported stolen on
the 1100 block of Summit Avenue on Thurs-
day, May 2.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 900 block of
Goodrich Avenue during the evening of May
1-2.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from
a vehicle on the 1000 block of Fairmount
Avenue during the evening of May 3-4.

—A bicycle valued at more than $1,000 was
reported stolen at Walgreens, 734 Grand Ave.,
at 10:21 p.m. Sunday, May 12.

Assault—Two women both claimed to
have been assaulted after reportedly fighting
each other over a parking space behind Vic-
toria Crossing West, 867 Grand Ave., at 7:58
a.m. Tuesday, May 7.

—A male said he was punched by a suspect
at Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave,, at 12:30
a.m. Saturday, May 11.

1746 Scheffer
Highland Park
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Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported on the 400 block of Holly Avenue at
4 p.m. Thursday, May 9.

Burglary—An occupied apartment was
burglarized on the 400 block of Ashland
Avenue at 10:48 p.m. Saturday, May 11.

Theft—An iPad was stolen from an apart-
ment on the 700 block of Ashland Avenue
between 5:10-6:08 a.m. Wednesday, May 1.

—A cellphone was stolen from a vehicle on
the 1000 block of Summit Avenue between
9-10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 7.

—Climbing gear and a wedding ring were
stolen from a vehicle on Lexington Parkway
and Ashland Avenue on May 11-12.

Weapons—A 30-year-old woman was ar-
rested for shooting at her boyfriend at 5:55
a.m. Friday, May 10, at an apartment on the
200 block of Dayton Avenue.

WestEnd

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported on the 300 block of Bay Street at 7:53
p-m. Thursday, May 9.

Burglary—Metro PCS, 666 W. Seventh St.,
was broken into at 4:45 a.m. Thursday, May 9.

—A commercial burglary was reported on
the 1100 block of West Seventh St. during the
evening of May 10-11.

—Two male suspects were spotted trying
to break into a garage located behind Run N
Fun, 868 Randolph Ave., at 1:10 a.m. Satur-
day, May 11.

—Bay Street Grill, 731 Randolph Ave., was
burglarized at 4:41 a.m. Sunday, May 12.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 400
block of Michigan Street between 9 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Saturday, May 11.

Assault—Two incidents of patients assault-
ing other patients were reported at United
Hospital at 9:11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
May 4.

Weapons—A 14-year-old boy was arrested
for bringing a BB gun to Linwood School, 810
Palace Ave., on Tuesday, April 30.

—Police received a report about a male
who was wielding a gun inside McDonald’,
551 Jefferson Ave., at 9 p.m. Sunday, May 5.
Police said that the male did not threaten any-
one and that the incident was possibly related
to a drug deal.

Miscellaneous—Police were called to han-
dle a customer who was throwing food at em-
ployees at Speedway, 1734 W. Seventh St., at
10:10 p.m. Sunday, May 12.

W 1770 Hartford
Highland Park

D 10 Eleanor Ave
Mpls Highland Park
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Wednesday/May 22

AGING WITH GUSTO, a three-week
program on integrating a more positive
narrative about aging into your life, will be
offered from 1-3 p.m. today, May 29 and
June 5 at the Waters of Highland Park, 678
S. Snelling Ave. The program is free, but
registration is requested. Call 651-363-3040.

ST. PAUL MAYOR Melvin Carter invites
citizens to discuss their priorities for the
city’s budget in 2020 at a public meeting
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Tiffany’s Sports
Lounge, 2051 Ford Pkwy. The meeting
will be led by the city’s Office of Financial
Services.

Thursday/May23

DEMENTIA FRIENDS. An informational
session on this global movement that is
changing the way people think, talk and act
about dementia will be offered from 1-2
p.m. at the Nokomis Library, 5100 34th Ave.
S.in Minneapolis. For reservations, email
ncannon@esns.org. Visit actonalz.org.

HIGHLAND PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL
will serve an Empty Bowls soup supper
from 4:45-5:45 p.m. in the cafeteria at 975
S. Snelling Ave. For a suggested donation of
$10, attendees may choose a student-crafted
bowl and dine on a variety of soups. All
proceeds will go to Sheridan Story to fight
hunger and to the school’s visual arts and
English language programs. A student arts
showcase featuring ceramics, paintings and
sculpture and performances by the school’s
band, jazz band and choir will follow.

Saturday/May25

AN F. SCOTT FITZGERALD Walking
Tour, a 90-minute program exploring the
novelist’s childhood haunts in St. Paul’s Hill
District, will step out at 10 a.m., noon and 2
p.m. today and at noon and 2 p.m. Sunday,
May 26, from the Commodore Bar &
Restaurant, 79 N. Western Ave. Learn about
Fitzgerald’s early years, his relationship with
wife Zelda, the impact St. Paul had on his
writing and his connection to prominent
neighbors. The cost is $14, $12 for seniors
and college students, $10 for children ages
5-17. Visit mnhs.org/calendar.

Tuesday/May28

“MINIMIZING CLUTTER, Maximizing
Joy” will be addressed by Kielyn Simonson
of Organice in a Lunch, Learn & Laugh
program from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
Seabury Building at Episcopal Homes,

Ik

Blustery bike ride. roxanne Portnoy and Cynthia Zien could laugh
about it as they saddled up for a Tour de Highland bicycle ride on May 18 in light
rain and with temperatures in the low 40s. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

1830 University Ave. The cost is $8, which
includes a lunch of chicken alfredo pizza or
veggie pizza, a spring berry salad, coffee and
water. For reservations, call 651-379-5102
by May 24.

Wednesday/May29

THE CARD CLUB will meet for games of
bridge, 500 and cribbage beginning at 8:30
a.m. at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S.
Snelling Ave. New members are welcome to
join in the competition every Wednesday
at 8:30 a.m. An optional lunch is served at
noon for $10 per person.

MEMORIAL BLOOD CENTERS will be
accepting live-saving blood donations from
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Healtheast’s Midway
Campus, 1700 University Ave. Walk-ins

are welcome, but donors are encouraged to
make an appointment. Call 1-888-448-3253
or visit mbc.org.

“CREATING CARING Communities,”
what we can do to make Minnesota a
better place for people with mental illness,
will be addressed in a free program from
11 a.m.-noon at the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, 1919 University Ave. For
information, call 651-645-2948.

AGING WITH GUSTO. The Vital Aging
Network program continues from 1-3 p.m.
today and June 5 at the Waters of Highland

Park, 678 S. Snelling Ave. The program is
free. Call 651-363-3040.

MINNESOTA BROWNEFIELDS executive
director Severin Oman will discuss his work
developing agribusinesses in Armenia and
Bangladesh from 5:30-7 p.m. in the library
at Highland Park High School, 1015 S.
Snelling Ave. The free program is sponsored
by the local chapter of the United Nations
Association. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE OUR SONS, a community building
program for young men, will hold its 11th
annual spring fundraiser from 5:30-8:30
p-m. at the home of Gail Daneker and

Ian Keith, 1791 Dayton Ave. For more
information, visit saveoursonsmn.com.

Saturday/Junel

PRINCIPAL MARY MACKBEEFE’S 26
years of service to Central High School

will be recognized at a celebration from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at Central, 275 N. Lexington
Pkwy. The public is invited to join in the
celebration and say farewell to Mackbee,
who is retiring at the end of the school year.
Live music and spoken word, children’s
games and food will be featured. A short
program will begin at 1 p.m.

PRESERVE MINNEAPOLIS will lead an

architectural walking tour of the University
of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus. The
two-hour tour will step out at 9:30 a.m.
from the Pillsbury Statue across from
Burton Hall, 178 Pillsbury Drive SE. in
Minneapolis. Tickets are $12. Reservations
are required. Visit preserveminneapolis.org/
summer-walking-tours.

Sunday/June2

REDISCOVER CHESS, a free class for
those age 12 and older who want to get back
into playing the game or have had trouble
finding willing opponents, will be offered at
2 p.m. at the Highland Park Library, 1974
Ford Pkwy. Please bring your own chess set.
To register, call 651-695-3700.

A FREE MENTAL HEALTH support
group for young adults sponsored by
the National Alliance on Mental Illness
meets from 6:30-8 p.m. today and the
first and third Sundays of every month
at Unity Church Unitarian, 733 Portland
Ave. Contact Leah at 207-272-4450 or
leahwilcox9@gmail.com.

Monday/June3

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, a program
for people in recovery from addition, is
meeting every Monday evening at Central
Baptist Church, 420 N. Roy St. A meal is
served at 5:45 p.m. A large group meeting
follows at 6:30 and a small group meeting
at 7:30. Call 651-646-2751 or email steve.
nuessle@centralbaptistchurch.com.

Tuesday/June4

ST. PAUL CITY ATTORNEY Lyndsey
Olson will hold a public meeting on a new
Neighborhood Justice Program at 7 p.m. at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. The program, which is expected to be
launched later this year, will use a restorative
justice model as an alternative to traditional
criminal prosecution. Come learn about

the program, ask questions and offer your
views. For more information, visit stpaul.
gov/neighborhood-justice-program.

Wednesday/June5

A CROSSRIVER BLOCK PARTY will be
held from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Temple of
Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. The
celebration will feature live music, childrens
activities, four fun trucks and seven food
trucks. Temple of Wrestling will present
“Mitzvah Mayhem” at 7 p.m. Tickets for the
wrestling exhibition are $10, $20 reserved,
$30 VIP, free to children age 10 and under.

Lest we forget: Memorial Day salutes those who served our nation

The following are a few of the local
events being held in honor of Memo-
rial Day weekend:

The death of empire builder James J. Hill
will be remembered during programs from
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, May 25, at the Hill
House, 240 Summit Ave. When Hill died at
age 77 in his home on May 29, 1916, he left
behind a personal fortune of $63 million
(about $1.54 billion in today’s dollars) and his
death was front-page news across the coun-
try. Visitors to the Hill House will hear about
his storied career and the public’s reaction to
his death. Guests can view photographs and
newspaper articles, and a selection of memo-
rial volumes, including one created by Tiffany
and Company. Admission is $6-$10. Call 651-

297-2555 for reservations.

A Memorial Day tribute to Minnesota sol-
diers past and present will be observed from
10 am.-5 p.m. Saturday through Monday,
May 25-27, at Historic Fort Snelling. Visitors
will be able to watch cannon firings, hearth
cooking, blacksmithing and other demonstra-
tions, and join in historic games on the parade
grounds. Kids can embark on a history hunt
and earn prizes. The event is part of the forts
season-opening weekend celebration. Admis-
sion is $6-$12. Call 612-726-1171.

Pioneers and Soldiers Memorial Cem-
etery, 2945 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis, will
hold its 151st annual Memorial Day obser-
vance at 10 am. Monday, May 27. The key-
note speaker will be Lieutenant Colonel Lori

A tribute to pioneer mothers adorns the
Pioneers and Soldiers Memorial Cemetery
in Minneapolis.

Allert of the U.S. Army. Music will be provid-
ed by the Seward Community Concert Band,

and readings and the posting of the colors will
be done by students from Minnesota Transi-
tions Charter School. At 1 p.m. there will be a
history talk followed by a walking tour of the
cemetery. Light refreshments will be served.
Visit friendsofthecemetery.org.

The Catholic Cemeteries will commemo-
rate Memorial Day with five outdoor Masses
at 10 a.m. Monday, May 27, at the following
burial grounds: Resurrection at 2101 S. Lex-
ington Ave., Mendota Heights; Calvary at 753
Front Ave., St. Paul; St. Mary’s at 4403 Chicago
Ave., Minneapolis; St. Anthony’s at 2730 Cen-
tral Ave. NE, Minneapolis; and Gethsemane
at 8151 42nd Ave. N., New Hope. Visit catho-
lic-cemeteries.org/upcoming_events.aspx for
more information.
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Hot Dish

By Morgan
Smith

An eatery you’ll want
to sink your teeth into

an! These are really good!” raved my friend Dave as

! \ / I he bit into the Honey-Spiced Hush Puppies ($4.99)

at Bark and the Bite’s new digs in Merriam Park. I've

never been a big fan of deep-fried balls of corn meal, but I have

to admit, the hush puppies at Bark and the Bite could make

me a convert. Warm, spongy and flavorful, they were a special
treat.

Noah Miller is the inspiration behind the new restaurant
in the former Heirloom space at 2186 Marshall Ave. Trained
at the New England Culinary Institute, the Memphis native
moved to Hopkins in middle school and began his long as-
sociation with Toph Heubach.

Miller and Heubachs culinary resume includes stints at
D’Amico Cucina and Lucia’s before they wound up at Sapor in
Minneapolis North Loop, Miller as a chef and Heubach as bar
manager. When Sapor closed in 2015, the pair did what lots
of young entrepreneurs do: They launched a Kickstarter cam-
paign, bought a food truck and took Miller’s love of Memphis-
style barbecue on the road.

The partners called their venture Bark and the Bite—“bark”
being the crunchy black surface of slowly smoked meats. The
food truck found a semi-permanent parking space in 2016
outside Sunny’s Market & Deli, a Northeast Minneapolis es-
tablishment where the partners served barbecue from a coun-
ter inside.

One evening last October, Miller and his new partner, Mark
Myers, were cleaning out the food truck and carried all of their
edibles and equipment into the deli for the night. The next
morning they returned to find that Sunny’s had burned to the
ground. The conflagration lit a fire under them, so to speak.
When they saw the space that Heirloom vacated the previous
August, they knew it was time to bite the bullet and secure a
permanent location. Minneapolis loss is St. Paul’s gain, though
the new restaurant is probably close enough to Minneapolis to
hit it with a well-thrown hush puppy.

Given the short turn-around time, Bark and the Bite has
kept the same basic layout as Heirloom. On one side is the din-
ing room with a cozy bar and a back bar made from wooden
beverage crates surrounding a flat-screen TV. On the other
side is the open kitchen and order counter. Nearby are a table
where patrons can pick up napkins and silverware, a niche
with self-serve water glasses, and bins where patrons can bus
their own dishes.

Have you seen those boat-shaped
cardboard containers in which some
restaurants serve fries? At Bark and
the Bite, you get a similar heaping of

baked beans, piping-hot and laced

with a generous helping of pulled pork
shoulder for $1.50 with an entrée or
$1.99 a la carte. Its one of the best
food deals I've run across in years.

In his Kickstarter pitch, Miller voiced two complaints about
Upper Midwest barbecue joints: First, there’s a lack of good
bark. Second, the proffered side dishes are “under-seasoned,
overcooked and uninspired” From the get-go, Miller intended
his sides at Bark and the Bite to be front and center. He did
such a good job, in fact, that Minnesota Monthly featured Bark
and the Bite’s hush puppies, cole slaw, baked beans and potato
salad in a May 2018 article on best barbecue sides.

I've already praised the hush puppies, made from pureed
fresh corn, honey and Bark and the Bite’s special spice mixture.
The Cider Vinegar Slaw ($1.99) is not your typical mound
of limp cabbage slices, but chunks of red cabbage with just
enough bite. A generous pile is served, but it is under the ribs,
so make sure you dig into the slaw before it gets too flaccid.

As for the beans, oh my! Have you seen those boat-shaped
cardboard containers in which some restaurants serve fries?
At Bark and the Bite, you get a similar heaping of baked beans,

Adam Levy has led the MN based rock combo The Honeydogs
for over 20 years. He's a guitarist and singer-songwriter
who loves cooking, boxing & reading history almost as
much as "making noise" in his roughly half-dozen musical projects.
He's a social activist, educator and proud parent of two daughters.
He freely admits to having a clothes, music gear and eyewear fetish.

We freely admit to feeding his eyewear fetish.

See Different

Uptown, New Brighton, and Grand Avenue

The half
portion of
Memphis Dry
Rub pork ribs
served at Bark
and the Bite,
with cider
vinegar slaw.

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

piping-hot and laced with a generous helping of pulled pork
shoulder for $1.50 with an entrée or $1.99 a la carte. It’s one of
the best food deals I've run across in years.

For now;, I'll have to take Minnesota Monthly’s word that the
Arugula Potato Salad ($2.99) is also exceptional. Similarly, T'll
wait until my Southern-born wife returns from a business trip
before I pass judgment on the Collard Greens ($2.99). Mecca
may also be more than eager to sample the barbecue Jackalope,
a serving of shredded jackfruit that’s priced at $6.99 as a sand-
wich and $11.49 on a platter with a side dish and Texas toast.

Bark and the Bite’s Twice Cooked Wings (three for $6.99, six
for $11.99) are smoked and then fried before being peppered
with the restaurant’s signature dry rub. The reddish rub makes
them a mess to eat, but Dave and I agreed that they were well
worth the effort.

The Memphis Dry Rub pork back ribs ($14.99 for a half,
$24.99 for a full rack) are a tender and meaty antidote to
whatever ails you. Sure, they’re good enough to eat naked, but
Miller and Myers know that we Minnesotans like our sauces,
so they whip up a variety and serve them on the side—from a
sweet, somewhat tame Cherry to the Wildfire. The sauce that
takes its name from the restaurant was my favorite.

By the way, a hand-lettered sign at Bark and the Bite indi-
cates that the ribs are not available until after 4:30 p.m., so if
you've got a hankering, time your visit accordingly. Our only
disappointment was the smoked turkey and smoked pork
shoulder. Both were too dry for my taste, even with the sauces.

Bark and the Bike opened on Marshall Avenue with one
smoker, but thanks to the warm welcome they have received,
Miller and Myers have already added another. Based on my
experience, I'm guessing their wandering days are over.

people who follow the
Villager

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/
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On the Town

Waiting for you
Park’s revitalization gives St. Paul
another reason to go downtown

By ANNE MURPHY

has been a void in downtown St. Paul.

Jon McConnell, who is in his 27th year as
a doorman for the Saint Paul Hotel, may have
felt that void more than most.

“The view from where I work has been in-
credible;” he said. “I tell people I have the best
office in the city. But you don't really appreci-
ate something until it's gone. It just didn’t feel
normal this year without the Winter Carnival
(in Rice Park)”

McConnell is not alone in looking forward
to Rice Park’s reopening this month. The com-
pletion of the year-long revitalization project
will be celebrated from 4-6 p.m. Thursday,
June 11, with a ribbon-cutting, guided tours
of the newly planted gardens and live music
by the Twin Cities Mobile Jazz Project.

“All of us here, we're all doing a countdown,”
McConnell said. “We can’t wait until the con-
struction fences come down and we have

Since Rice Park closed last spring, there

the park again. Our guests love to come out
and take a little therapy walk in the park, and
they’ll be able to do that again. It's going to be
more beautiful than ever, and it'll be good to
have all of the events back”

Rice Park’s revitalization was actually initi-
ated several years ago by the St. Paul Garden
Club. It involved the Rice Park Association,
the St. Paul Parks Conservancy and the St.
Paul Department of Parks and Recreation.
The project “is an investment in this vital
public space that will continue to give life and
character to downtown St. Paul,” said Anne
Gardner of the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

The projects focus, according to Gardner,
was to maintain the historic character of the
park while upgrading infrastructure and mak-
ing the park feel safer. Among the enhance-
ments are new lighting, electrical and irriga-
tion systems, a new walkway, movable chairs
and tables, new gardens and planted urns, an
area for a stage, better sight lines for public
safety and better views

St. Paul sculptor Alonzo Hauser’s “The Source” awaits the
completion of Rice Park’s revitalization and the return of the
fountain that cascade around her.

of the buildings that
surround the park. The
edges and entry points
were also defined with
seat walls and signs to
create a better sense of
place, Gardner said.

Though it is made
with stamped concrete
to meet current safety
requirements, “the hex-
agonal design of the
secondary  pathways
recalls the historic pav-
ing that existed on Rice
Park’s walkways and
sidewalks,}”  Gardner
said. And the plant-
ers and pedestals are
similar to those that
were in Rice Park in the
early 1900s, she added.
The statues of E Scott
Fitzgerald by Michael
Price and “The Source”
by Alonzo Hauser stand
where they always
have, though the “Pea-
nuts” statues have been
moved to other places
in the park.

Rice Park was first
dedicated as a public
square in 1849. It was

Rice Park Revitalization co-chairs Betsy Kelly and Colleen Fitzpatrick visited downtown'’s
premier gathering space last week as the project neared completion. prHortos Bv BRAD sTAUFFER

named for Henry M. Rice, a fur trader who
later served as a territorial delegate and U.S.
Senator from Minnesota. Rice and St. Paul
banker John Irvine donated the land for the
park.

“For many years it was simply a green space
that was mown occasionally and used for
laundry and grazing,” Gardner said. “In 1867,
a parks committee was formed. By 1872 trees,
a fountain, defined pathways and a bandshell
had been added”

By the early 1920s, some of the city’s most
impressive buildings framed the park. The
Federal Courts building (now Landmark
Center) was constructed in 1902, the St. Paul
Public Library in 1917 and the James J. Hill
Reference Library in 1921. The Saint Paul
Hotel joined them in 1910, and the Ordway
Center in 1985.

“The St. Paul Garden Clubs 17 founding
members chose Rice Park as its first commu-
nity beautification project in 1927,” according
to Colleen FitzPatrick, who co-chaired the
clubs Rice Park revitalization effort with fel-
low member Betsy Kelly. “The Garden Club
planted 1,700 tulip bulbs in Rice Park that
year.

“Over the past 92 years, the nonprofit, all-
women organization has not only supported
the park financially, but has given countless
volunteer hours in designing, purchasing, in-
stalling and maintaining its gardens,” FitzPat-
rick said. “In the spring of 2014, we reached
out to graduate students in the University of
Minnesota’s College of Design to create a con-
ceptual plan for Rice Park pro bono.

“That plan was the springboard to where
we are today; FitzPatrick said. “Betsy Kelly
and I presented the conceptual plan to the
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Rice Park Association. The students present-
ed the plan to the Construction and Design
Department at St. Paul Parks and Recreation.
The revitalization was budgeted at $2.35 mil-
lion—$1 million to come from the city and
$1.35 from the private sector. Generous gifts
from individuals, businesses, corporations,
foundations and another $35,000 from our
Garden Club helped us reach our goal”

Amy Mino, executive director of Minneso-
ta Landmarks and part of the Rice Park Asso-
ciation, said she could not give enough credit
to the Garden Club for its efforts. “The club
planted the seed for the work and for what we
will have into the future;” she said. Mino not-
ed that a $250,000 endowment has been set
up with funds from the St. Paul Foundation to
provide for the park’s continued maintenance.

“The Rice Park revitalization project serves
as a great example of the work that can be
done through partnering,” said Garth Mor-
risette, president of the St. Paul Parks Con-
servancy board. “Over 200 individuals, cor-
porations and philanthropic foundations
contributed directly to this development. It is
truly a community-driven accomplishment
and an example of a public and private part-
nership that works.

“Rice Park serves so many purposes in
downtown St. Paul,” Morrisette said. “It has
historical significance. It has served as a gath-
ering place and as a place where memories are
made”

“The 17 founding St. Paul Garden Club
members are surely smiling down on all of
us;” FitzPatrick said. “What a wonderful trib-
ute to them and what a joyful gift to our com-
munity”
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Dance

ThreeFold, new works by choreographers
Penelope Freeh, Helen Hatch and Sally
Rousse that pay tribute to legendary dancer
and teacher Bonnie Mathis, will be per-
formed by the St. Paul Ballet on May 23-25
at the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington
Ave S. in Minneapolis. The program includes
Freel's quartet “Simple Folk,” Hatch’s “The
Machine Stops” and Rousse’s “Reckoning
Agents” Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday
and Friday and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday.
Tickets are $13-$28 or whatever you can
afford for the Saturday matinee. Call 612-
326-1811 or visit southerntheater.org.

Heaven, a blend of street dancing, music
and theater set in war-torn Bosnia during
the 1990s, will be performed by Flying Foot
Forum from May 31 through June 23 on the
proscenium stage at Park Square Theatre, 20
W. Seventh Place. Created and directed by
Joe Chvala, the choreographed production
is a cautionary tale about finding common
ground in a world too ready to fight. Tickets
are $25-$60 with discounts for seniors, mili-
tary personnel and anyone under age 30. Call
651-291-7005 or visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Music

Music as free as the water lapping the shores
of Como Lake is being performed this sum-
mer at the Como Pavilion. The schedule
includes the acoustic Americana of Two Girls
and a Boyd on May 22; Minneapolis Police
Band, May 23; Lila Ammons Jazz Group,
May 24; the acoustic soul of Maurice Jacox
Stripped Down, May 25; doo wop by the
Fairlanes at 3 p.m. and the West Metro Big
Band at 7 p.m. May 26; Roseville Community
Band at 3 p.m. and Minnesota State Band at 5
p.m. May 27; Centennial Community Band,
May 28; the blues of Big George Jackson,
May 29; Siama Congo Music, May 30; the
folk and blues of Hilary Thavis and Doug
Otto, May 31; QMC Pride Concert at 3 p.m.
and Northern Lights Variety Band at 7 p.m.
June 2; Saints of Swing Big Band, June 3; St.
Paul Police Band, June 4; New Orleans roots
music by the Everett Smithson Band, June 5;
acoustic guitarists Pat Donahue and Jeff Ray,
June 6. The concerts begin at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

May Day Sale -

Briefly
J J/

Artists from around
the world converge in
downtown St. Paul for

Flint Hills Family Fest

ore than 480 artists from 25 countries will be featured
Mwhen the 19th annual Flint Hills Family Festival returns

on May 31 and June 1 to downtown St. Paul's Ordway
Center, Landmark Center and the outdoor plazas in between. Scores
of performances are also scheduled both indoors and out between 5
and 9 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. and 9 p.m. Saturday.

The outdoor shows are free. They will be held in the Family Fun
Zone and on the World Music Stage, World Dance Stage and Family
Plaza. Among the highlights are the Bazillions, Salsa del Soul, the
Jack Brass Band, the Mega Jump BMX Show and Squonk Opera’s
human-powered musical mobile “Cycle Sonic” and Rinca na Chroi
and the Two Tap Trio.

Free art-marking activities will invite visitors to write their name
in Korean, play the Japanese game of Kendama or the East Indian
game of Paramapadam, create a band poster or Hmong story cloth,
or make their own rainbow glasses or sidewalk chalk drawings,
among other offerings.

Tickets are available for the three featured shows in the Ordway
Music Theater and Landmark Center’s Weyerhaeuser Auditorium.
They include:

« Golden Dragon Acrobats performing aerial feats in the Chinese
tradition at 6 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday.

o Secret Agent 23 Skidoo, the Grammy Award-winning hip-hop
artist in a funk-filled show just for kids at 6 p.m. Friday and noon
and 3:30 p.m. Saturday.

o Puppet State Theatre in The Man Who Planted Trees, a multi-
sensory adaptation of Jean Gionos environmental classic, at 10:30
a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday.

Tickets to the indoor shows are $8-$13 and available at 651-224-
4222 or ordway.org. For a complete schedule of the Flint Hills Fam-
ily Festival, visit ordway.org/festival.

One of the feats performed by the Golden Dragon Acrobats.

Soundset, the 12th annual music and life-
style festival, will return to the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds on Sunday, May 26. Gates
open at 11 a.m. In addition to live music on
four stages, the day-long festival will feature
b-boy and b-girl competition, deejay sets,
art exhibits, a skateboard showdown and
custom car show. Among the performers
are Lil Wayne, G-Eazy, Lil Uzi Vert, DMX,
Prof, deM atlaS, Sza, Run the Jewels, Trippie
Redd, Beast Coast, Atmosphere, Black Star,
Tech N9ne and Dessa. Tickets are $99 and
$230. Visit soundsetfestival.com.

4 Ways in May...
to save...every day!”

The Minnesota Guitar Society will close
its season with a Guitarathon featuring

the talents of a guitar quartet, duo and five
soloists at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 1, in
Sundin Musical Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. The
program will include classical guitar stan-
dards from the past five centuries as well as
original compositions. Tickets are $10-$25.
Visit mnguitar.org.

Veteran troubadour Bill Staines will perform
in concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 1, at
Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling Ave.

Tickets are $20. For reservations, call 651-
645-2647 of visit ginkgocoffee.com.

The Musical Offering will wrap up its
season with a “Summer” concert at 3 p.m.
Sunday, June 2, in Sundin Music Hall, 1531
Hewitt Ave. The chamber ensemble, which
is composed of members of the Minnesota
Orchestra, will play Copland’s lyrical and
energetic Duo for Flute and Piano, Barber’s
Summer Music for flute, oboe, clarinet,
horn and bassoon, and Beethoven's perfect-
ly balanced Septet. Tickets are $30, $10 for

&7 Ger 125%OFF 4o Pair
&7 Get 60° OFF Jzscrivior
&7 Cer 40" OFF fobozesd,
57 Ger 20™OFF §3obefesty
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students. Visit musicaloffering.org or call
651-523-2459.

Innocent Reggae Band will perform

from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 5, outside
the Como Park Conservatory. While the
grownups get their groove on, children are
invited to play lawn games, scale a climbing
wall or check out the bouncy house. The
concert and activities are free of charge.

The JCC Symphony will present a free con-
cert at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 5, in the
auditorium of Highland Park Senior High
School, 1015 S. Snelling Ave. The program
includes Light Calvary Overture by Von
Suppe, Swan Lake Suite by Tchaikovsky and
Symphony No. 36 in C Major by Mozart.
Conductor Amir Kats will give a pre-concert
talk at 7 p.m. Call 651-698-0751.

Film

Apollo 11: First Steps Edition, a giant-screen
version of Todd Douglas Miller’s critically-
acclaimed documentary about NASAS first
manned mission to the moon’s surface, is
being shown through August 4 in the Science
Museum of Minnesota’s Omnitheater, 120

W. Kellogg Blvd. Tickets are $9.95, $8.95 for
children ages 4-12 and seniors. For reserva-
tions, call 651-221-9444 or visit smm.org.

The classic silent film Sherlock Jr. starring
Buster Keaton will be screened with live
accompaniment on Saturday, May 25, at
Pioneers and Soldiers Cemetery, Cedar
Avenue and Lake Street in South Minne-
apolis. The gates open at 7 p.m. The film
will roll around sundown. Tickets are $10

at the gate. Bring a blanket or lawn chair for
seating. Snacks will be available for purchase.

Family

Kaleidoscope returns with an array of free
cultural performances suitable for children
age 5. The schedule includes Lalos Lunchbox
Live at 4:30 p.m. May 22 at the Rondo
Library, 461 N. Dale St. (651-266-7400); and
Tap, Shake, Scrape at 10:30 a.m. May 31 at
the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy.
(651-695-3700).

Gibbs Farm, a historical museum of 19th
century Dakota and pioneer life at 2097
Larpenteur Ave., will open for the season
with free admission on Saturday, May 25.
Featured that day will be live music by Light
of the Moon, an exhibition by the Outdoor
Painters of Minnesota, craft activities, farm
animals and homemade ice cream. Bring

a picnic lunch or purchase a meal from

the food truck. Gibbs Farm will be open
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. every Saturday and
Sunday through Halloween. Admission is
$8, $7 for seniors, $5 for children ages 4-16.
Homemade ice cream will be served free
of charge every other Sunday from June 2
through August 25. Call 651-222-0701 or
visit rchs.com.

Ruthie the zookeeper will share stories,
photos and videos from her service working
with the turtle populations in Texas at 10:30
a.m. Sunday, May 26, at the Como Park Zoo
& Conservatory’s Visitor Center Exhibit
Gallery. Admission is free and open to all.

Morning on the Farm, a chance to do chores
and care for the barnyard animals, will be
offered from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, June 1 at
Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charlton St. in
West St. Paul. The $12 cost includes a hot
breakfast. Call 651-455-4531.

Train Days returns to St. Paul’s Union Depot
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday;,
June 1 and 2. The East Plaza at Fourth and
Wacouta streets will have a children’s activity
area with a DJ and dancing, a small train

for kids to ride, a bouncy house, games,
prizes and giveaways. Train cars and engines
from Soo Line, Friends of the 261, Twin
Cities & Western, and Union Pacific will

pull into the depot, most for guests to climb
aboard and explore. The Waiting Room will
feature a marketplace with model trains, a
train-themed photo booth, crafts station
and nearly 20 vendors. Admission is free,
and refreshments will be available. Free
45-minute tours of the adjacent Green Line
operations and maintenance facility will

be available with an advance reservation

by visiting tinyurl.com/y2j2g96j. For more
information, visit uniondepot.org.

Exhibits

“Museum of the Moon,” a seven-meter
spherical sculpture of the moon by artist
Luke Jerram, will be displayed from May
21-June 9 at the Bell Museum of Natural
History, 2088 Larpenteur Ave. A fusion of
NASA imagery, simulated moonlight and
surround sound, the traveling exhibit is part
of the Bell’s year-long commemoration of
the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon
landing. The schedule includes After Hours
programs from 5-10 p.m. on Wednesdays,
May 22, 29 and June 5, featuring speakers,
moon sketching, NASA artifacts, a plane-
tarium show, outdoor stargazing and moon
geography and geology tours; a Super Moon
Pajama Party with a planetarium show and
DIY space dioramas from 6-9 p.m. Saturday;,
June 1; “One Giant Leap” planetarium show
beginning June 8; and the day-long Apollo
11 moon landing anniversary celebration
on July 20 with games, crafts, lunar samples,
NASA artifacts, educational activities and a
Cosmic 5K. Call 612-626-9660.

“Intersections,” a collection of oil paintings,
mixed media and sculpture by Minnetonka
artist Ellen Sweetman, will be displayed from
June 1-28 at the Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The gallery is open
from 5:30-6:45 p.m. Thursdays and from 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays. An opening reception
will be held from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, June 1.
Admission is free.

“The Mighty Elements,” works in clay,
paper and metal by artists Jody Williams,
Tim Lloyd and Bill Gossman, will be
displayed from May 31 through July 19 at
the Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761 Raymond
Ave. An opening reception will be held from
6-8 p.m. Friday, May 31. Williams’ artist
books and boxes explore the connections
between information, communication and
containers. Ceramicist Gossman draws his
inspiration from nature and the elements

of earth, air, fire and water. Sculptor Lloyd
works in metal, altering it with various tools,
including hammers, chemicals, waxes, heat,
oxidation and light. Admission is free. For
gallery hours, call 651-644-9200.

Walking tours of Summit Avenue high-
lighting the Gilded Age mansions that line
the street and the people who built and lived
in them will be offered by the Minnesota
Historical Society on weekends from June

1 through September 29. The 90-minute
programs will begin at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays at the James J.
Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. The cost is $14,
$12 for seniors and college students, $10 for
children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3015.

Books

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play host
to readings by poet Dobby Gibson from his
collection, Little Glass Planet, on May 23

at Black Dog Cafe, 308 E. Prince St.; David
Housewright and his mystery, Dead Man’s
Mistress, May 29; and poet Michael Moos
and his collection, The Idea of the Garden,
May 30. The programs are free and begin at
7 p.m. at Subtext unless otherwise indicated.
Call 651-493-2791.

Frank M. White, author of They Played for
the Love of the Game: Untold Stories of Black
Baseball in Minnesota, will tell of outstand-
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Making any occasion a special one.

ing athletes and sporting achievements of
the past in St. Paul’s Rondo neighborhood
at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 23, at the Roseville
Library, 2180 N. Hamline Ave. Admission is
free and open to all. Call 651-222-0701.

Cost of Living, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama by Martyna Majok, will be read in

a free program on Friday, May 24, at 1184
Portland Ave. Sponsored by the Lex-Ham
Community Theater, the evening will open
at 6:30 with a potluck supper. The reading
will follow. All are welcome.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling
Ave., will play host to readings or discussions
with memoirist Kristin Laurel and Questions
About the Ride, her poetic exploration of
personal grief, at 3 p.m. May 25; poet Danny
Klecko and his collection, Hitman-Baker-
Casketmaker: Aftermath of An American’s
Clash with ICE, 7 p.m. May 29; editor
Rhonda Gilliland and the anthology of crime
fiction, Cooked to Death: Cold Cut Files, 7
p-m. May 31; author Jennifer Chiaverini and
her historical novel, Resistance Women, 7
p.m. June 11. Call 651-225-8989.

“Sherlock Holmes, the First Fandom,’ a
two-hour program on the first fan club for
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes
series, will be offered at 8:30 p.m. Thursday;,
May 30, at the historic Alexander Ramsey
House, 265 S. Exchange St. Admission, open
to those age 21 and up, is $26. It includes
two drinks, snacks and time to mingle in the
mansion. Call 651-296-8760.

The 75th anniversary of D-day will be
commemorated with a reading of the book
Still by Rebecca Bender in a free program on
Thursday, June 6, at Historic Fort Snelling.
Bender co-wrote the personal history of
World War II with her late father, Major
Kenneth M. Bender, a Silver Star and Purple
Heart recipient. The book follows five
generations of the Bender family, a Jewish
family that fled Russia in 1905 and settled
in North Dakota. Bender will share her
dad’s recollections of training as a private at
Fort Snelling and participating in the Allies’
invasion of Normandy. The doors open at

6 p.m. The author event begins at 7 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided.

Theater

Dirty Business: The Spy Musical, the story
of four women who changed the course of
World War I, is playing through May 26 at
the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. Written by
Laurie Flanigan Hegge and Robert Elhai, the
musical was inspired by Minneapolis-born
Betty Pack, a young debutante who marries
a British diplomat, is recruited as a spy and
steals the code books from the Vichy French
Embassy in New York City. Show times are
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $15-$56. Call 651-292-4323.

Caught, a genre-bending play by Christopher
Chen that explores the shifting and elusive
meaning of truth, is being performed
through June 2 by Full Circle Theater.
Directed by Rick Shiomi, the drama stars
Brian Kim, Katie Bradley, Edwin Strout,
Erika Kuhn, Shana Eisenberg, Marcos Lopez,
Nathan R. Stenberg, Kathryn Fumie and
Gregory Yang. Show times are 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays through Fridays, 1 and 7:30
p.m. Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sunday, June 2, in
Dowling Studio at the Guthrie Theater, 818
Second St. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $9.
Call 612-377-2224 or visit guthrietheater.org.

Small Mouth Sounds, Bess Wohl’s off-beat
tale about six strangers who flee the city
and meet up at a yoga retreat, is playing
through June 16 at the Jungle Theater, 2951
Lyndale Ave. S. in Minneapolis. As the
characters confront internal demons, their
vows of silence collide with the human need
to connect. Directed by Lauren Keating,

the drama stars Christina Baldwin, Becca

Taking their final bows.
Before completing their senior year at
Highland Park High School, avid theater
students Clare Brownlee and Soren Ever-
soll will mount two plays that they wrote,
produced and directed. The pair, who
played opposite each other as Cinderella
and Prince Charming in the high school’s
spring musical Into the Woods (above),

will stage Eversoll’s murder mystery Dead
Heat and Brownlee's Landord and Wilson, a
comedy about two hapless art thieves, on
May 31 and June 1.The double feature will
be presented at 7 p.m. Friday and at 2 and
7 p.m. Saturday in the auditorium of the
high school, 1015 S. Snelling Ave. Tickets
are $10, $5 for students and seniors.

Hart, Jim Lichtscheidl, Eric Sharp, Michael
Curran-Dorsano, Jay Owen Eisenberg and
Faye M. Price. Show times are 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays through Saturdays and 2 and 7:30
p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $40-$50. Call 612-
822-7063 or visit jungletheater.org.

Blood Knot, playwright Athol Fugard’s

1961 drama about two brothers who share a
one-room shack in apartheid South Africa
and a piercing metaphor for racial tension
today, is being performed through June 16
at Pillsbury House Theatre, 3501 Chicago
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Directed by Stephen
DiMenna, it stars James A. Williams and
Stephen Yoakam. The curtain rises at 7:30
p.m. Wednesdays through Saturdays and at 3
p.m. Sundays. For tickets, call 612-825-0459.

My Sister in This House, a play by Wendy
Kesselman about two sisters and maids who
murder their employer and her daughter
in 1930s France, will open on June 1 at the
Crane Theater, 2303 Kennedy St. NE. in
Minneapolis. A production of Theatre Pro
Rata, the complex and devastating drama
about class conflict, family dysfunction,
loneliness and love is based on a true story.
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays through
Sundays through June 15 and at 3 p.m.
Sunday, June 16. Tickets are $14-$41. Call
612-234-7135 or visit theatreprorata.org.

Et cetera

The St. Paul Conservatory of Music will
introduce its new Contemporary Music
program with a celebratory launch from
4:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 23, at the
school’s Summit Center for Arts and Inno-
vation, 1524 Summit Ave. Four members of
the faculty will perform beginning at 5 p.m.,
including violinist Randy Sabien, former
chair of the McNally Smith College of Music
String Department; singer, composer and
guitarist Harry Chalmiers, former president
of McNally Smith; singer Jen Parker; and
drummer Arthur “L.A” Buckner. The
performances will be followed by a reception
and information about the Contemporary
Music Program, which will begin offering
classes in the fall in rock, blues, jazz, folk,
bluegrass and other genres for students of all
ages. For information, visit thespcm.org.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Sibley softball
is looking up

y the time people read this, coach Phil Stohr will know
Bwhere his Henry Sibley softball team stands in the

Section 3AAAA tournament. The seeding meeting was
last Sunday and the first games in the double-elimination
section playoffs were scheduled to be played on May 21.

With a final regular-season record of 12-5, Stohr was
figuring his team would be around the fourth seed. If the
Warriors are to make their way to Mankato on June 6-7 for
their first state tournament appearance since 2006, they’ll
likely have to get by East Ridge or Park.

That’s a tall order but, thanks in part to a dynamic duo
on the mound and behind the plate, the Warriors can
legitimately contemplate the prospects for success.

Junior Jaelyn Orth is the pitcher and senior Haley
Fleischhacker has been the main catcher. At the plate, the pair
have combined for a nearly .500 batting average with plenty
of power (20 extra base hits). In the field, their presence is a
big reason the Warriors finished a strong second to North St.
Paul in the Metro East Conference.

Ask Stohr a question about Orth and you get a series of
laudatory answers. “To start with, she’s a terrific athlete—a
three-sport player (softball, basketball, tennis),” he said. “She’s
also a coach’s kid (her father Tom coaches the Sibley football
team), so she knows about responsibility from both sides.”

Orth has been the main pitcher for the Warriors and
figures to get the ball as often as possible when section play
starts. “She pushes herself hard,” Stohr said. “As a result, she’s
been getting better all season. She’s definitely opened some
eyes this year”

When the Warriors started practicing this spring, there
was competition for catcher. Fleischhacker was Stohr’s pick to
start the season. Once she was crouched behind the plate, she
simply took over and earned her coachs trust. “She calls her
own pitches,” Stohr said. “That’s rare these days”

Success for the Warriors didn't come overnight. The
number of softball players at Sibley has slowly risen over the
years. That’s the good news. The bad news is that with it came
renewed interest from nearby Visitation, a longtime softball
power, and Cretin-Derham Hall. The hope is seeing players
like Orth and Fleischhacker will inspire others to come out.

Sibley is in an unusual place. When section play begins, the
Warriors leave their Metro East foes and take on teams they
didn't play this spring. Park is ranked second among Class
AAAA teams with a 16-3 mark. East Ridge is tanked fifth
with an ever better record at 17-2.

The Warriors acknowledge all this, but appear unfazed.
They know the goal is stay out of the loser’s bracket early.
“The first game is a big one for us,” Stohr said. Any team that
loses in the first round has to win five to get back to the title
game. Once there, a team needs to win two more games to
get to state.

Should Sibley need any more incentive, Stohr can go back
just three years and talk to the troops about a lightly regarded
baseball team that caught fire in the sections, advanced to
the state tournament and then won three straight games,
including an 8-4 win over Mahtomedi for the state title.

That team? Henry Sibley.

Warriors get new boys’ hockey coach

In the daytime, Ted Cheesebrough is a lawyer helping
clients to better themselves. For the last two decades, he has
been a hockey coach working to better his players, first as the
head coach for St. Paul United’ girls’ hockey team and then
as an assistant for several successful Centennial boys’ teams.

This coming winter, he takes on another challenge as
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Swing for
the fences

Central hopes to carry
strong regular season
well into the playoffs

By BiLL WAGNER

dam Hunkins, coach of the high-
Aly rated Central High School

baseball team, knows that being
dominant in the St. Paul City Confer-
ence is not the same as ruling the roost
in, say, the Suburban East. However,
he knows good baseball when he sees
it, and he’s been seeing a lot of it in the
Minutemen this spring.

“I don't like being boastful, but this
group deserves to have somebody talk
about it, Hunkins said. “They’re good
kids and they work hard?”

As of May 20, Central was 14-2 over-
all, 11-1 in the conference, and ranked
among the top 10 teams in the state in
Class AAA. The Minutemen clinched
their second St. Paul City Conference ti-
tle in three years on May 10 after trounc-
ing Humboldt 13-1 and 14-0. Now there
is even talk of making a deep playoff
run, which seemed nearly implausible a
few years ago.

“Our goal is to play in the section
championship game,” Hunkins said. He
named DeLaSalle, Fridley and Mahto-
medi as the primary threats in the Sec-
tion 4AAA tournament that runs from
May 30-June 6.

Central has been dominant in confer-
ence play this spring, outscoring its op-
ponents by an astounding 147-13. As a
team, the Minutemen were batting .389
and had a 0.54 earned run average.

They have an impressive array of indi-
vidual stats as well. Through 14 games,
senior Liam King was leading the team
with a .531 batting average and had 17
hits. Senior Luke McElroy was batting
.526 with 20 hits, including nine dou-
bles. Also leading the hit parade were se-
nior Kyle Wichlinski (16 hits) and Carl
Voigt (16), sophomore Miles Liebren
(16) and junior Owen Bernards (14).

“We have nine seniors who have been
together since they were freshmen,
Hunkins said. “We knew then that they
had some potential, and theyve all
worked their butts off”

That senior crew also includes Adrian
Ali-Caccamo, Henry Myers, Eric Win-

Central’s Miles Liebren drives in a run in the third inning of the Minutemen'’s
3-2 win over Minneapolis Southwest on May 13. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

ter, Joseph Cobb and Hugh McCaf-
ferty. Hunkins noted that the seniors
remained committed to baseball even
during the off-season, working out and
staying in shape.

He stopped short of saying that his
squad has no weaknesses. “There are al-
ways things that you can do better;” he
said.

However, he pointed out that the
Minutemen are not only good at the
plate and on the mound, but have speed
on the base paths and defensive strength
up the middle.

Catcher Winter is an especially well-
balanced player, Hunkins said. He can
block pitches in the dirt, has a great arm,
calls an outstanding game and can swing
the bat. He also serves occasionally as
designated hitter.

Wichlinski and Voigt are both great
infielders and Hunkins switches them
between shortstop and second base.
Hunkins said Wichlinski, who will play
for the University of St. Thomas next
season, is one of the best defensive mid-
dle infielders hes ever coached. He's an
ideal leadoft hitter who works counts
to get on, and is among the best in the
state in runs batted in (15) and among
the top 10 in runs scored (21). In a two-
game sweep over Humboldt on May 10,
Wichlinski had a homer, two doubles
and a triple.

Hunkins said Voigt also has quick-
ness and good defensive skills, and usu-
ally hits out of the No. 5 or 6 spot in the
order. He joins King as the aces of the
pitching staff. Voigt throws hard and is
capable of explosive stuff, Hunkins said.

In a win over Highland Park, he struck
out 13 of 15 hitters in one stretch.

King, who is more of a pitch-to-con-
tact hurler, plays third when he’s not on
the mound. He’s a gap hitter who comes
through with guys on base, has 20 RBI
and has earned the cleanup spot in the
order.

First base is split between McCafferty
and Bernards. McCafferty is more of a
defensive specialist, while Bernards is
more of a hitter, but both give Hunkins
what he wants.

McElroy is “the best center fielder in
the metro area, if not the state,” accord-
ing to Hunkins. McElroy, who will play
at St. John's University next season, was
among the top 10 in the state in RBI (20)
and runs scored (22). He also steps up
as the team’s third pitcher and provides
late-inning relief.

In right field is Liebren, who bats
second in the order and is such a good
defensive outfielder that Hunkins said
hed be playing center if McElroy wasn't
around. Liebren is also tied for fourth in
the state in runs scored (23). “He’s a kid
to watch,” Hunkins said.

Left field is shared by Cobb and My-
ers. Cobb is fast and a great defender,
while Myers has pop in his bat to go with
his good defensive skills.

Ali-Caccamo is a good utility infielder
and has improved greatly over the past
couple of seasons, Hunkins said.

The coach knows that some say Cen-
tral is overrated because of a soft confer-
ence schedule, but he said a good post-
season run would do a lot to silence that
talk. “That’s our goal,” he said.

Redhawks are among state’s best in girls’ lacrosse

By BiLL WAGNER

r I the Minnehaha Academy girls’ la-
crosse team got off to a 5-1 start
this spring and was ranked among

the top 10 teams in the state under new

head coach Kate Leavell through mid-

May. However, she thinks the Redhawks

still have some jelling to do.

“We have a lot of outstanding play-
ers who are playing together for the
first time,” said Leavell, who previously
coached at a Division II college in Colo-
rado. “Our biggest focus is on getting
the girls to play together. We have a lot
of new contributors”

Leavell inherited a team that went
14-3 last season and took the state con-
solation title. Early this spring, the Red-
hawks once again looked like one of the
state’s elite, despite a heavy toll taken by
players who didn't return.

Though Leavell was emphatic that the
longer the season progressed the better
her team would play, Minnehaha has
shown that it is solid already. Most im-
pressive was a season-opening victory
over powerful Blake, a game in which
the Redhawks came roaring back from
a halftime deficit to post nine goals en
route to a 12-9 victory.

“That was a good test of character,

Leavell said. “We wanted to prove some-
thing”

The teams sole loss to date was 6-4
against highly rated Breck on April 25.

The Redhawks had to fill some holes
because several players graduated last
year. They also lost talented eighth-
grade midfielder Jaylen Rosga, who did
not return this season.

Still, no matter where one looks Min-
nehaha has players in the lineup who
combine athleticism with intelligence.
This is a team that does not beat itself.
It also has a nice combination of youth

REDHAWK LACROSSE »24
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and experience.

Freshman midfielder Claire Nel-
son was the Redhawks’ leading scorer
through the first six games with 24
goals. She has a nose for the ball, espe-
cially when she’s in position to threat-
en the enemy net.

“She’s amazing; she has it all)
Leavell said in describing Nelson's
game. “She’s athletically gifted. She
has a great head for the game. She just
loves to play. She has a good shot and
can finish. She can play anywhere on
the field”

Also at midfield is junior Olivia
Nelson, a clever passer whose play
complements her sister’s. “They have
different skills, but they work well to-
gether;” Leavell said.

Senior midfielder/attacker Grace
Nickoloff is comfortable at either spot

on the field. She is expected to play
next year at Division II Lindenwood
University in St. Louis.

“She’s a sniper;” Leavell said. “She
can score from quite a way out.”

Nickoloft was second on the team
with 15 goals, while Olivia Nelson was
third with 14.

Leavell likes that her team has a kill-
er instinct, one that works to seal the
win after getting ahead. “We want to
be like a wolf pack out there,” she said.

Senior attacker Michaela Arnold
is expected to assume a greater role
as the season progresses. Low attack-
side players Ella Berg and Faydra
Vang, who are in grades seven and
eight respectively, are young but play
like veterans. Junior attacker Mara
Valme also adds offensive punch for
Minnehaha, which had outscored its
opponents 84-18 through six games.

The four Redhawk defenders also

share much of the credit for that per-
formance. Senior Marissa Agerter is
a tough customer when it comes to
one-on-one play. Ditto for sophomore
Nora Thomey. Fellow sophomore
Emma Barborak is diligent on de-
fense, but doesn't hesitate to jump into
the attack and has the speed to do it.

Junior defender Kenzie Malone also
can play both midfield and defender.
She’s been so impressive that Leavell
said she had no choice but to start her.
“She’s new to lacrosse, but youd never
know it,” Leavell said. “I think this is
just her second year”

Leavell is more than comfortable
with the team’s netminder, sopho-
more Meredith Leavell, though she
acknowledged “theres some bias
there,” since Meredith happens to be
her daughter. Meredith’s save percent-
age was an impressive .705 through
six games.

Mlnnehaha s Olivia Nelson races past defenders on her way to
scoring in the first half of the Redhawks’21-1 win over Herman-
town-Proctor on May 13. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER
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the new head coach for the Sibley boys” hockey team. The
number of pucksters from the West St. Paul-Mendota
Heights-Eagan Area Schools has dwindled in recent years.
That stat, combined with the rise of St. Thomas Academy, are
among the reasons that Sibley hasn’t had a winning season in
more than a decade and hasn't been to a state tournament in
22 years.

Cheesebrough, who lives a couple of miles from the Sibley
campus, is looking to change that. “Henry Sibley is lights out
academically;” he said. “We're sending graduates to Harvard,
Yale and NYU. We recently had a student go to MIT to play
football. My goal is to complement the school’s academic
success by building a successful, homegrown high school
hockey team in this terrific hockey neighborhood”

The first order of business likely will be to make the West
St. Paul Arena a more attractive place to call home. The
second will be doing what coach Stohr did for Sibley softball
and coach Greg Fehrman has done for Sibley baseball—keep
the local kids at home.

With an enrollment of 1,190, Sibley isn't a small school, but

a C ®

%

\

neither is it a large one. Accordingly, it's always going to be a
tough slog for the Warriors when they take on larger schools
in sports like football, track and swimming that require big
numbers for depth.

But sports like softball, basketball, baseball and hockey
are different. Good players come to play on good teams, and
good students want to hang together. The culture goes hand
in hand but, as Stohr can aftirm, it usually doesn’t happen
right away.

Eigner takes over STA hockey

It wasn't that long ago when St. Thomas Academy hockey
was viewed in the rearview mirror compared to other private
high school hockey programs such as Hill-Murray and
Benilde-St. Margaret’s in Class AA and Blake and Breck in
Class A.

That changed when brothers Tom and Greg Vannelli took
over as co-coaches at STA. Both had played hockey at private
high schools—Tom at St. Paul Academy and Greg at STA—
and later returned to coach at them—Tom at Cretin-Derham
Hall and Greg at SPA—before taking up the mantel for the

Hurry - limited time offer!

* Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement window division of
Andersen, the most trusted family of window and door brands in America*

* Our window helps make homes more comfortable because its strong
seals help prevent drafts and leaks, and our Fibrex® composite window
material is 2X stronger than vinyl

* To lock in this Memorial Day Sales Event, call on or before Friday,
May 3 1%, and schedule your free Window and Patio
Door Diagnosis

=3

on windows and patio doors’

SAVE 20% ***

Cadets. STA quickly moved up in the Class A ranks, won
state titles and graduated to Class AA.

After 16 years, the Vannellis bowed out in March with
another state tournament appearance. Their successor comes
from the public school ranks. Trent Eigner has been behind
the bench at Lakeville North since 2011. His teams have
appeared in four state tournaments since he got there and his
2015 team was a rarity—an undefeated Class AA champion.

So there’s no question that Eigner knows his stuff. But that
wasn't the only reason he was chosen. In the press release
announcing Eigner’s hiring, STA headmaster Matt Mohs said,
“Ultimately, Trent was chosen because he understands that
St. Thomas Academy places a high value on both character
development and the pursuit of athletic excellence”

Going from a public school feeder system to a private
school setting will be a challenge. For many years now, the
Cadets have been one of the more intriguing teams to watch
during the hockey season. That will be true again in 2019-20,
but perhaps for a different reason.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Renewal K/

byAndersen. ..

WINDOW REPLACEMENT an An lcncn( ompany
The Better Way to a Better Window'

$O0 O

DOWN

Call to schedule your appointment.
Limited appointments are available.

'DETAILS OF OFFER — Offer expires 6/8/2019. You must set your appointment by 5/31/2019 and purchase by 6/8/2019. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, O monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4)
between 5/5/2019 and 6/8/2019. Additional $250 off your project, minimum purchase of four (4), taken after initial discount, when you set your appointment by 5/31/2019 and purchase by 6/8/2019. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit

WITH

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

INTEREST

0% For1 ¥
YEAR' X

When you set your appointment by May 31° and purchase by June 8". Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

651-371-6077

take an ¥*
additional
$250 off
your ENTIRE »*

project’ *

) or more windows or patio doors

at list price. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2019 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 2018 U.S. Homeowner Brand Study of Andersen and Renewal by Andersen brands vs. competitive brands.
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WE NOW ACCEPT LEGAL LISTINGS!

(A
FOR SALE

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for
holiday gifts, businesses, sales,
weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For details, text 612-
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run,
t-shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for
holiday gifts or any occasion you
are promoting. Text 612-860-5137
or visit VelvetElvis.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES

GARAGE & MOVING Sale. 549 &
560 Otis Avenue. May 24-25,
Friday - Saturday, 9am-4pm.

HIGHLAND PARK GARAGE FEST.
Neighborhood Garage Sale. May
31 and June 1, 9am-3pm. Garage
Fest maps available at www.
highlanddistrictcouncil.org or at
Highland Park Community Center,
1978 Ford Parkway after May 28.

GARAGE SALE. June 1-2, 9am-
3pm. Tools, handyman odds &
ends, electrical supplies, clothing,
household, kids. 1245 Jefferson.

566 MARSHALL AVE. Thursday-
Friday, May 23-24, 9am-4pm.

SCANDINAVIAN FLEA MARKET.
1607 E. Lake St., Minneapolis. May
30-31-June 1, 9am-5pm. More
added daily, cash and checks only.

LAWN SERVICE

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small
Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396

In business since 1984
MaJOr CrEDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

CLOTHING BOUTIQUE

*VINTAGE ATTIC SALE*
Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June
1. 10am-4pm. 100s of classy clothes
from days gone by. Dressing room
provided. 21 Arundel.

PLANT SALE and Flea Market.
Saturday, June 8, 10-3 at 974 West
7th Street.

REAL ESTATE

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of
the law. Equal housing opportu-
nity.

HIGHLAND REALTY. Celebrating
Our 20th Anniversary! 1.5%
Listing Fee. 651-276-2696.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry.
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified
Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. | make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories & more information available at

www.MyVillager.com

(lassified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.

All dassifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: June 5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references.
License #RR155317. Insured.
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.
PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small
painting jobs, wallpaper removal.
612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

—_  qop—

Save Thousands
Over Replacemeht!

— <O )p—
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INC.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

OF
Ji&
SERVICES

REMODEL
RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, baths and more

651-276-8233

Deadline: May 29

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, proficient.
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”,
651-285-3237.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky
faucets to new additions. | can
save you money on electrical and
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior.
Free estimates. 651-246-2869;
www.painteral.com

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Attention
to detail. Call Bill, 612-790-1266.

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture
Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

651-497-9891

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 30+ years; good
references. 651-207-2249 c.
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and
column bases replicated plus
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or
theturningpointwoodworks.com

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair,
creation and remodeling. Great
savings! Call for free consultation.
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle
bathrooms.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*

Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile.
Basement bath? 612-275-9815.

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

* Additions
* Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
*Concrete
» Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, founda-
tion, stairs, sidewalks, tuck point-
ing, small concrete. Daniel,
651-248-5757.

RUBEN’'S CONCRETE. Free es-
timates. Steps, sidewalks, drive-
ways. 30 years’' experience.
651-500-0980.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co.
All types roofing/gutters. Siding,
windows/skylights. Honesty and
integrity for 50 years! Family
owned, operated. Licensed,
bonded, insured. #BC005456.
Scott, 612-701-2209.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Sidewalks,
steps, patios, driveways. Resurface
walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

HOME SERVICES

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes.
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured.
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

Continued page 26

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/isit our website

Quarve.com
Since 1983
MnBC006016

763-785-1472
-

(Quarye

StecIRoofing 2 Siding.com

[ A Family Owned Since 1930
CHILEEN
PAINTING Gallagher cnni't::"ete
612.850.0325 ariae osed Adaromat
. * Exposed Aggregate
greg@chileen.com . gootingss- Foundations
e Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
PAINTING * Garage Slabs e Driveways
Interior & Exterior 2 « Patterned Concrete
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WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Chad Arneson

ESON
LIC# BC216011 MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN
CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
BEB,

763-482-9464

Service Directory

Don Rhoades Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

61 2-386-7366 lic# EADD0S30

/
WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Wet Basement?

Call Andrew - Free Estimates

651-987-0015

Dry Basement Guys LLC
|

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 6514925216

MERRIAM PARK  fre

PAI NTI NG Estimates

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. NN
* Wallpapering  pad:
Call Ed, 651224-3660 Y,
www.mppainting.com

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation < Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952-292-2349 .’3

escobarflooring@gmail.com BB8

Flectrical Service

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 Gl

Bonded
Insured

quden bordenwinzz:lvm.ﬁ;:;;
! Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service

Expert Climbers e Professional Service
Treg Trimming & Removal  Stump Removal

o 651-064-3317 et

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff Menard

LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks

651-436+6568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

LOCKSMVITH|

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

\/HSECURITY CORPORATION /]
< 716 SO. CLEVELAND
e 651690-4443

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTER REPAIR

95% Dust-free r
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

501 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

j§ Landscaping

<

1. & Lawn Care
“One Call... We can do it alll”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
20 years exp.w Lic. * Bonded * Ins.

WDS
Landscaping
651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

Replace your

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

#BC738852

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior
E} e Free Estimates e References

EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454
ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageCongrete.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED * BONDED » INSURED

Click through
the Villager
Classifieds at

MyVillage
.com

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair ¢ Foundation Repair
Brick ® Tuckpointing ¢ Concrete
Chimney Repair ¢ Glass Block

Windows e Sidewalks & Steps
Remodeling ¢ Painting * Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES
e 651263-6572

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

IMORAN’S

Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing
Licensed, bonded & insured

Call today for
a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

ROOFING
EXPERTS

— ALL TYPES —

CONSTRUCTION
AgU2S 2TpA D

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988
Free Estimates - References

651-482-0070

AustadConstruction.com
#BC320318

Rotten Wood?

g

r—

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR
Lic » Bonded ¢ Ins

Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

[
m HINDING COMPANY
= HEATING & AIR
IIHYDEAnD “Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
H A RM S E N Cooling Specialists Since 1936”
CONSTRUCTION * Furnace ¢ Boiler ¢ A/C
Window sills, casings & trim filfordable Rates
replaced, storm windows 651-228-1303
Andy 651-698-3156 | |RANALLLILEE A
www’harmse"oberg.com 915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul
CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps OTY

Hardscape

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry Fencing
Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Continued

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair.
29th year in Villager area. Fully
insured for your peace of mind.
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage.
Licensed plumbers and electricians
working with us. Everything from
basements to chimneys. Kitchens,
bathrooms, all flooring (including
hardwood), concrete, windows,
brick block, painting. Siding and
roofs. Insured. License #BC635082.
Angie’s List! BBB. Free estimates.
Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for
your peace of mind. Call us today.
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman
Services. MN License #BC665235.
651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

LANDMARK TILE & Stone.
Certified Tile Installer and
Member of the National Tile
Contractors Association. Free
Estimates. Insured. Contact Tim,
651-260-9325 or tim@landmark
tradesmn.com

*SPRING GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again!
Protect your roof and have your
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan,
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

JACKSON'S HANDYMAN Services.
Get it fixed right! Specializing in
work for seniors. 651-208-5996.
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-
Grouting, Re-Caulking, Sealing,
Tile Repair & Restoration. Call
Alex @ 651-343-0014 or visit
HohnandHohnRestoration.com

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence. Call Ed, 763-786-4691.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New
or repairs. Lic. #8C581059. Troy's
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW and
Gutter Cleaning. Save 25% when
you book both services! Call today
for a quote. 612-389-9553. www.
metrowidemn.com

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORK-
MANSHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR
PAINTING. STRIPPING, STAINING.
PLASTER, SHEETROCK REPAIR.
TEXTURING. DECK & FENCE
STAINING. SATISFACTION GUAR-
ANTEED. CALL MARTEY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE, 651-917-7982.
FULLY INSURED.

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great
prices, FREE estimates. Same day
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY'S LAWN & LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local/family owned.
Commercial/Residential. The
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping.
Design. Tree, shrub and plant
knowledge, installation, grad-
ing, sodding, beds and gardens.
Paver patios/walks/drives. Versa-
Lok retaining walls. 651-227-2584;
www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’'S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts,
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching,
tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow
Removal. Hedge trimming.
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*

Spring specials: cleanups and lawn
service. Call Jim, 612-245-6932.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $110/month. 651-
276-4396. SorensenLawnCare.
com

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years
in St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FREDDIE'S LAWN. Commercial.
Residential. Weekly/bi-weekly.
Mowing, fertilizing, dethatching.
Low rates. Senior discounts. 651-
442-0993. freddieslawnandsnow.
com

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush re-
moval, light tree trimming, roto-
tilling. Jud, 651-230-2354.

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Large or
small. Experienced, reliable and
rea$onable. Terry, 651-647-6078.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced.
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’'s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality
Service/Good Pricing. Residential
and commercial cleaning. 770-
837-1333.

TWO SISTERS Cleaning Service.
Honest, dedicated and profes-
sional. Commercial/Residential.
Chelsea & Ruth, 651-447-9084.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651-
245-9027.

ABSOLUTE CLEANING. Personal
touch. 10+ years' experience, ref-
erences. Anna, 612-261-9835.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

HODGES CLEANING Company.
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

BEAUTY PRODUCTS

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware
removal, networking wired and
wireless, installation. Great rates.
10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276.
474 Hamline.

TV & INTERNET cost reductions/
help. Cable cutting, WiFi, startup.
Reasonable. 651-955-9394.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing.
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.
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WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs,
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable
and local. 25+ years' experience.
Text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular.
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651-
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my cozy
home ... or yours. Trish, 651-
387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST.
Call Heidi for consultation at 651-
659-9527. Women only.

NUTRITION

NUTRITION CONSULTATION for
weight management and medical
conditions. Dr. Susan Raatz,
Nutritionist, LLC. 1539 Grand
Avenue. 612-385-2567 or www.
drsusunutrition.com

PERSONAL COUNSELING

PERSONAL COUNSELING for indi-
viduals and couples. Free initial
consultation. 333 Grand Avenue.
www.CedarwoodCounseling.com

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
HighlandTailors.com

HELP WANTED

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising which is in
violation of the law. No attention
to age, race, color, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, national origin, veteran or
disability status will be allowed.
Equal employment opportunity.

ADVERTISING SALES executive
for the Twin Cities’ largest and
longest continuously published
neighborhood newspaper, the
Villager. The position offers an ex-
isting base of advertising accounts
plus the potential to add many
more in a prime retail and service
area. That market that includes
the southwest neighborhoods of
St. Paul, the adjacent neighbor-
hoods of South Minneapolis, and
all of suburban Mendota Heights.
Compensation is 100% commis-
sion with a draw. Qualifications
include excellent oral and writ-
ten communication skills; dem-
onstrated success in initiating and
closing sales, developing creative
marketing and promotional solu-
tions for clients, and following up
to insure customer satisfaction;
and a proven ability to expand
sale revenue and account base. A
broad familiarity with media ad-
vertising is helpful, as is a familiar-
ity with computer file formats and
other print production procedures
and electronic communication
systems. Please send a cover letter
and resumé to Michael Mischke,
President/Publisher, Villager
Communications, 757 Snelling
Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116, or
send an e-mail to mmischke@
myvillager.com

HELP WANTED

IT DATA MANAGEMENT and
Business Analyst. The Saint Paul
Foundation dba Saint Paul &
Minnesota Foundations seeks an
IT Data Management and Business
Analyst in St. Paul, Minnesota.
This position involves among
other duties, administering, test-
ing, and implementing computer
databases, applying knowledge
of database management sys-
tems, and coordinating changes
to computer databases. Must
have proof of legal authority to
work in the U.S. Required
Education: Bachelor’s degree (U.S.
or foreign determined to be
equivalent) in Computer Science,
Computer Information Systems,
or closely related field or a suit-
able combination of education,
training, or experience equivalent
to such a degree. Alternatively the
employer will accept, in lieu of the
degree as a suitable combination,
an additional two years of experi-
ence in an IT position involving
data management or business
analysis or involving gathering,
analyzing and modeling data and
updating IT business applications.
Required Experience: (A) at least 4
years of experience in a database
administrator or in an IT Data
Business Analyst position gather-
ing, analyzing and modeling data
and updating applications; (B) at
least 4 years of experience using
Microsoft SQL Server, MS Access,
MS Word, MS Excel, MS Visio, and
MS Project; (C) at least 4 years of
experience with reporting tools or
business intelligence reporting
tools, including SSRS, SSIS, or
Crystal Reports; and (D) at least 3
years of experience using XML,
HTML or CSS. All experience in
components A-D can be gained in
the same 4 years concurrently. Any
suitable combination of educa-
tion, training, or experience sub-
stantially equivalent to primary
requirements is acceptable.
Interested candidates should
apply online at https://www.
spmcf.org by selecting the
CAREERS link at the bottom of the
page. This position is for full-time
employment by The Saint Paul
Foundation dba Saint Paul &
Minnesota Foundations for em-
ployment in St. Paul, Minnesota.
EOE.

FLOWER DELIVERY. Part-time.
Seeking enthusiastic person to de-
liver flowers and make peoples
day when they receive a gift.
Perfect job for retired person 1-2
days per week and one Saturday
per month. Have a flexible sched-
ule being able to work full-time
prior to floral holidays. Great
exercise with a lot of walking
and meeting people. Must have
clean driving record and ability
to lift. Apply in person to: Tom
at A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738
Grand Avenue, St. Paul. 651-
698-6000.
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FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in
the Highland Park and Crocus
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111
today for rental information on
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

1740 VAN BUREN. Newly re-
furbished 3 bedroom duplex.
Unfinished basement and attic.
$1350 plus utilities. Trash is paid.
Please contact Mary Molin-
Thomas, 651-442-9069.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

GRAND AVENUE. Prime 1 and 2+
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants,
therapists, body work, etc.
Adjacent shops and parking. From
$350. Contact Sue @ 612-
824-7000, extension 32.

Service Directory

Floyd Anderson| | CONCRETE &
Concrete Construction MASONRY
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios, New, Repair & Replace
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork, Repair

patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

Tuckpointin
Chll:nneys I

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

PanianConstruction.com
Repair & Rebuild

FREE ESTIMATES 35 Years Experience
Licensed, Insured, Interior/Exterior Pani C tructi
Serving the Twin Cities for 20+ years! anian Lonstruction
www.IndyPainting.net 651-373-1264

612-781' IN DY Est. 1976 #B(319518

\|o\1" house Il/‘e e |nterior & Exterior Painting
é‘,\(‘g ﬁ\? "6 e Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
P \
S :':

7
e © Wood Stripping & Refinishing
yerry Wing

® Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

o Ceiling Texturing/Repair

METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES 5’

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 |5
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

ACCREDITED
\ BUSINESS

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

PATES
A PatesRoofing.com

; B.
nn n FI N G Licensed - Bonded - Insured Lic. #RR155317 (REEES

Roger’s | ASHTREATMENTS & “Infuse it or LOSE it"

'I'ree Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974
*Trimming -Removals - Stumps

651699-7022 (c)s 414-9241 FOGEITree.com

service

Certified Arborist

Custom design
installation

® Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

* Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

® Privacy or ornamental fencing ¢ Shrub & tree planting
* Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com
Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

Eanl
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Repair ¢ Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

SFIGSS
LUMBING  651;248-3853

Floor Sanding
*Sanding > Install > Refinishing
*Repair  *Maintenance

weittnn: @] 2-290-1533

== |Neaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Burton’'s Rain |
Gutter Service |
» Clean e Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com —

= —

BASEMENT WINDOW GU
Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

1\

Serving area since 1973

51699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

‘\'Sz\ Affordable Rates Year Round
o Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service
ALL SEASONS Stump Grning
TREE SERVICE Treeé&Shrub Pruning & More
o e oo e oo oo o o oo o - 24 HR Emergency Service S A

allseasonstreemn.com 651.690.3200 B3

Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

MikE

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

MoHs | - ,
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com
Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin

Windows & Skylights ¢ Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ¢ Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209  #vic. scuvssss )

WWW.
landscapesbyscott
.com

Livingspace

LANDSCAPES
Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

BUILDING THE FUTURE -
RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!

Experts specializing in...
@ Patching

® New Stucco @ Re-Stucco

SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

Ach

Aaron Cole

2

' =)

Lance Smith

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting
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SUE DRUDE NOYES
651-248-2077

DANIEL BUCHEN
651-431-8833

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697

”. v i
JENNIFER DEUTSCH
651-447-9776

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

cbburnet.com

RARE OPPORTUNITY-1699

Beautiful historic MacGroveland home on an extra
deep lot! Solidly built. Impeccably maintained!
Large front porch, living room with beamed ceil-
ings, bookcases and fireplace, 4
bedrooms, 3 car garage, Third level

has 2 rentals or ideal home offices!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

MID-CENTURY MODERN LIVING!

Mid-century modern living i‘ust off the Mississippi
River. Over-sized private lot that is perfect for
summer entertaining with large deck. Open,
floor plan with original detalls.

High end finished throughout.
www.MidCenturyCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $945,000

1795 SARGENT AVENUE!

4BR, 3BA home on an extra large lot in the
Tangletown neighborhood of Mac-Groveland.
The home features 3BR's on one level, recently
remodeled  kitchen  with

granite countertops and an

updated lower level. Great [§

value in a wonderful location.

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-432-4771 + $384,900

OWN FOR LESS THAN RENTING!
Situated only minutes from both downtown
Minneapolis ‘and Saint Paul, this 2BR, 2BA
condo has so much to offer! Featuring newer
mechanicals, in-unit laundry, a private =
deck and wood burning fireplace.
Located in the highly desired Rose-
ville School District.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697 * $155,000

HOME OF FRANK B. KELLOGG!

This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000
sq ft, breathtakingi interiors, inlaid and f)egged
floors, a %2 acre lot with reflecting pool and a
carriage house. This was an ASID

showcase home in 2004 and is

a designated National Historic

Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

SARAH KINNEY \
651-282-9621 « $2,295,000

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619

coLbweLL
BANKER

BURNET

MAC-GROVELAND!

Light-filled and charming home features newly
remodeled gorgeous kitchen, beautifully
landscaped back yard with spacious deck for
summer entertaining and enjoy-

ment! 1118 Edgcumbe Road.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

GHARMING TWO STORY IN HIGHLAND!
Charming three bedroom, two bath home in
Highland Park. Generous spaces with sun-
room off the living room, white kitchen, and
two car garage. Fabulous curb

appeal. pacious backyard.
www.SaintPaulCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $450,000

08 MONTCALM PLAGE

Lovely 3BR, 3BA 2-story on one of
Highlands most desirable blocks. Nicely
updated kitchen & baths. Private master
BA. 2 fireplaces. Main floor

family room walks out to deck.

HW ‘floors, new furnace and

freshly painted. HURRY!

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669  $525,000

PREMIER OFFER!!
One owner home now available - large and lovely
5BR Tudor-style with 3 car side-load garage backed
up to Country Day! Wonderful family space awaits
and conveniently located to every-
thing! Will come live on the market
approximately the first week in June.

Il Lolly for details 612-810-4138.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

Pt ? i ',}‘:_‘;-_
GLASSIC BRICK TWO STORY!

Chaming St. Paul Home is perfect for renovation!
Features 3BR's, 2BA's, hrdwd flr, fireplace, great yard
and 2 car gar. It has huge open attic, spacious bsmnt
and 1st floor FR potential, all ready for
%our imaginative plans. You wil love the

uFe comer lot, all close to the fashion-
able stores of Grand Ave.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $425,000

Making Dreams Come Home"

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

PAMPERED PERFECTION!

Loved by the same owners for over 35 years,
this elegant 3BR, 3BA jewel offers handsome
living room, formal dining + breakfast room.
Spacious owner's suite, 1/3 acre .
lot with deck, screened by trees

for cﬁrivacy. 1778 Overlook Lane.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300

TOWNHOME IN UPPER LANDING!

Urban Living in Saint Paul on the Mississippi
River. Spacious townhome with wide open floor
plan, two balconies with river views, and a deck
off the back with space to grill

and a place for outdoor dining.

Ready to move in & enjoy!

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $535,000

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

FT20

EXQUISITE & ELEGANT!

The original grandeur of this stately 6BR,
5BA has been restored, and is combined with
updated comfort. Rich, intricate millwork, hard-
wood, 5 fireplaces, dream kitch-

en. Library, front porch, 2-car+

more! 314 Dayton Avenue. *click |

on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300 * $750,000

FABULOUS LOCATION!

Classic 3BR, close to Como Park and Lake,
boasts lovely hardwood, living room with fire-
place, formal dining with built-in corer cabi-
nets. Inviting porch, eat-in kitchen

with granite. Fenced back yard,

gardens, 2-car. 1387 Como Ave.

click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $248,000

JUST LISTED!!!
1095 Vail Drive: Spacious center stair
Colonial featuring a completely reno-
vated kitchen, fabulous master bed-
room suite, beautiful maple
floors and a delightful three
season porch.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556  $525,000

PREMIER OFFER!
5BR, 4BA late mid-century gem with all origi-
nality intact and in absolutely mint condition!
Numerous improvements include inground pool,
3 car gar, windows and more!
Majestic bluff views and conve-
niently located to everything! Rare
opportunity! Call Lolly for details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138  $699,900

s

GLASSIC GATHEDRAL HILL GONDO!

This classic features 3BRs, 2BA, fireplace, sun
room, hardwood floors & over 1700 finished
square feet in Cochran Park Condominiums. You
will enjoy the sunny & bright open

floor plan with many large windows

on 3 sides and beautiful natural

woodwork.. 436 Holly Ave #3.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $329,000

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

EXPEGT TO BE ENVIED!!!
743 Goodrich Ave: Stunning 5 bed-
room brick home designed by Clarence
Johnston featuring a spectacular kitchen,
entertainment sized living and
dining rooms, cozy main floor
den, and an amazing 3rd floor | =
game room. (o

JIM BURTON N
651-690-8556 + $1,495,000

JUST LISTED - 4 BR STUCGO!
Charming “Cottage” style 2-story stuc-
co near shopping, restaurants, and col-
leges. Huge eat-in, updated kitchen, big
privacy fenced backyard
with 2+car and nice deck.

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659 * $389,900

CLARENGE JOHNSTON MANSION!

This magnificent home has over 14,000
square feet, 10 bedrooms, 17 bath-
rooms, rich mahogany paneling, huge
beamed ceilings, you will

love the superb carriage

house.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 « $2,100,000

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

DEBBIE WHITAKER
612-532-1490

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

PATRICK RUBLE
651-230-0903

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

T) PIERRET
651-755-6669

DAVID NOVES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748



