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By Jane McClure

The Zoning Committee of the 
St. Paul Planning Commission 
voted 6-0-1 on January 17 to rec-

ommend approval of the site plan for 
a 1.27-acre retail development on the 
southeast corner of Randolph Avenue 
and Lexington Parkway. � e full Plan-
ning Commission could approve the 
site plan as early as January 25, paving 
the way for a new Trader Joe’s gourmet 
grocery story. However, that isn’t likely 
to happen unless the developers meet 
several conditions that were recom-
mended by the Zoning Committee to 
address the drainage for and the ap-
pearance of the development as well as 
the impact on traffic at the busy inter-
section. 

The St. Paul City Council voted 6-
1 on January 9 to rezone the site from 
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By Kevin Driscoll

Hoping to gain more in� uence in pick-
ing their parties’ presidential nominees, 
Minnesota’s major political parties have 

moved their precinct caucuses up a month to Feb-
ruary 5. Minnesota is one of 22 states that will be 
holding either precinct caucuses or a presidential 
primary that evening. Media pundits are calling 
it “Tsunami Tuesday,” and the outcome could 
very well determine the presidential nominees of 

the Democratic and Republican parties. 
The presidential election in 2008 is the first 

in 56 years in which no sitting president or vice 
president will be on the ballot, and the wide-open 
race has party chairs predicting heavy turnouts 
at the February 5 caucuses.

Precinct caucuses are the traditional start of 
the election season in Minnesota. In addition 
to president, the 2008 campaign in Minnesota 
includes races for one U.S. Senate seat, eight 
congressional seats and all 134 seats in the state 
House of Representatives. The DFL, Republican 
and Independence Party caucuses all begin with 
registration at 6:30 p.m. on February 5. The ac-
tual caucuses will get under way at 7:00. 

Minnesota Republicans will conduct a presi-
dential straw poll during the first hour of their 

precinct caucuses. Among the GOP candidates 
are former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani, former Arkansas Governor Mike Hucka-
bee, U.S. Senator John McCain of Arizona, 
former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, 
former U.S. Senator Fred Thompson of Tennes-
see, former U.S. Representative Duncan Hunter 
of California, U.S. Representative Ron Paul of 
Texas and former Assistant Secretary of State 
Alan Keyes. Delegates will be elected for future 
district conventions, the party platform will be 
discussed, resolutions will be passed and local 
party officers will be elected. 

DFLers will also hold a presidential prefer-
ence poll during the first hour of their caucuses. 

By Jane McClure

February 27 is decision day for the Central 
Corridor light-rail project. � at is when 
the Metropolitan Council needs to make 

key choices on light-rail line features, including 
the locations of stations along University Av-
enue, streetscape improvements, a connection 
to the Union Depot concourse and a tunnel be-
neath the University of Minnesota’s East Bank 
campus.

The decisions are needed because the cost of 
the Central Corridor project is already estimated 
at $990 million and must be brought down to 
$840 million to meet federal funding guidelines. 
Adding the expensive connection to the Union 
Depot or U of M tunnel would ratchet the cost 

up to $1.2 billion. 
Met Council chair Peter Bell said that if the 

major project decisions are not made soon, the 
Central Corridor’s preliminary engineering 
work will not be completed in time to meet a 
September 5 submission deadline to the Fed-
eral Transportation Administration. Plans are to 
begin construction on the corridor in 2010 and 

have the line operational in 2014.
“If we delay the scoping (studies) for a month 

or two, it doesn’t mean we’re delayed a month or 
two,” Bell said. “It delays us for a year. Our ability 
to get our (federal) application in by fall will be 
in jeopardy.”

Met Council staff told the project’s Corridor 
Management Committee on January 9 that a 
one-year delay could add millions of dollars in 
inflationary costs to the project. 

Governor Tim Pawlenty weighed in on the 
funding question on January 14 when he an-
nounced his 2008 state bonding recommenda-
tions. The governor is pushing for the project 
to be cut back to the $840 million mark. The 
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single- and multi-family residential 
to a traditional neighborhoods zone 
that allows for a mix of commer-
cial and residential uses. The parcel 
bounded by Randolph, Lexington, 
Juno Avenue and I-35E is current-
ly occupied by four single-family 
homes, a triplex and an automotive 
audio and security business. 

Ward 2 City Council member 
Dave Thune cast the lone vote 
against the rezoning, calling the 
project a shopping mall and not a 
traditional mixed-use neighbor-
hood development. He also ques-
tioned whether the neighbors’ con-
cerns about traffic at the intersection 
can be adequately addressed.

Co-developers Meridian Manage
ment and TOLD Development plan 
to remove the existing buildings and 
erect a 14,420-square-foot Trader 
Joe’s and a second 5,330-square-foot 
building for two or more retail ten-
ants yet to be determined.

Ward 3 City Council member Pat 
Harris said he had “deep concerns” 
about the effect that Trader Joe’s, a 
national chain store, would have on 
nearby independent retailers. “But 
those aren’t zoning issues,” he said, 
in advocating for the rezoning.

About 40 people attended the 
Zoning Committee’s public hearing 
on the site plan. Five people spoke 
in favor.

“We’re impressed with the devel-
opers’ efforts to make this a good 
fit for the neighborhood,” said Bill 
Foussard, a Lexington Parkway 
property owner representing the St. 
Paul Area Chamber of Commerce. 
“It’s exactly the kind of development 
that should be brought to St. Paul.”

Tom Keefer, whose family owns 
the Montcalm Estates apartment 
complex at Randolph and Lexing-
ton, praised the developers for com-
ing to his family early in the process 

and reviewing their plans. 
Neighbors testifying against the 

site plan said the conditions at-
tached to the development will help. 
However, they were hoping for more 
time to work with city staff and the 
developers on the plan, especially its 
potential traffic impact at Randolph 
and Lexington.

Several neighbors said the corner 
is badly in need of redevelopment, 
but not at the expense of the neigh-
borhood. Nanette Echols, Ed Sen-
ninger and Laura Wallace, who live 

just north of the development site, 
said their side street in already sees 
many cars cutting through to avoid 
traffic tie-ups at Randolph and Lex-
ington.

According to Senninger, vehicles 
exiting the I-35E Parkway on Ran-
dolph east of Lexington already lack 
adequate space for queuing up at a 
red light or waiting to turn at Lex-
ington. 

Vehicles coming from the east on 
Randolph will have to turn left twice 
to get into Trader Joe’s parking lot. 

Vehicles coming from the west will 
have to turn right onto Lexington 
and then left into the development’s 
parking lot. 

“There’s not going to be enough 
room for those vehicles trying to 
turn onto Lexington Parkway and 
then into Trader Joe’s,” Wallace said. 
According to her, the development 
will make traffic “more of a night-
mare than it already is at this cor-
ner,” 

Tom Beach, who oversees site 
plan reviews for the city’s Depart-
ment of Planning and Economic 
Development, said he believes the 
recommended conditions should 
address the neighbors’ concerns 
about traffic. “But if we’re wrong 
and traffic gets backed up, there are 
tweaks that are going to have to be 
made,” he said.

Stuart Simek of Meridian Man-
agement dismissed the neighbors’ 
request for more time to mitigate 
the problems they foresee, saying 
he did not think he would be able to 
appease them anyway. The site plan 
has already gone through months of 
public review, he said, and it should 
be approved as is.

“This is a blighted corner and it 
deserves a high-quality project,” 
Simek said. The local residents, he 
added, “have conveniently chosen 
to ignore the fact that they bought 
homes in a neighborhood close to 
busy streets and a freeway.”

The site plan conditions recom-
mended by the Zoning Committee 
include:

• Extending the left-turn lane on 
westbound Randolph at Lexington.

• Adding a left-turn signal at Ran-
dolph for vehicles traveling north 
on Lexington.

• Widening Lexington south of 
Randolph by 6 feet by narrowing 
the boulevard on the east side from 
12 to 6 feet, and adding a right-turn 
lane there for northbound Lexing-

ton and a left-turn lane on south-
bound Lexington for traffic enter-
ing the Trader Joe’s parking lot. The 
lane would extend from Juno Av-
enue to 50 feet north of the parking 
lot entrance off of Lexington. 

• Retiming the traffic signals in 
all directions from Randolph and 
Lexington to improve traffic flow 
through the intersection.

• Improving Juno Avenue to miti-
gate the development’s effect on the 
four remaining homes on the south 
side of the street. The developer 
would pay 25 percent of the cost 
of the street improvements and the 
city would pay the rest through its 
Residential Street Vitality Program. 
The street repaving project planned 
for 2014 would be moved up.

• Redesigning the south facade of 
the Trader Joe’s building, currently 
proposed as a solid masonry wall, 
with windows and other architec-
tural elements.

• The developers would be re-
sponsible for plowing snow on Juno 
after it is rebuilt.

• The developers would have 
to obtain a permit to connect the 
storm sewer to the Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation system 
along I-35E.

• Final details of the site plan, in-
cluding stormwater drainage, land-
scaping and lighting, would have to 
be approved by the city before any 
building permits are issued.

• Parking lot lights would have to 
be turned off when the businesses 
are not open, except for any lighting 
that is deemed necessary for secu-
rity purposes.

The project’s architect, Lee Sep-
pings of Collaborative Design 
Group, said that several other im-
provements have already been 
made to the site plan, including a 
rain garden and a brick wall with 
vines along the Juno Avenue side of 
the parking lot.
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St. Paul, MN 55116

651-699-5600 • 651-699-1966 (fax)
*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com

Dr. B.L. BombergDr. B.L. Bomberg

�b trader joe’s

The site plan for the Trader Joe’s project includes a host of changes to 
improve the flow of traffic into and around the 1.27-acre development 
on the southeast corner of Randolph and Lexington.

Met Council is seeking $140 mil-
lion in state funding for the project. 
Pawlenty has recommended $70 
million, saying he will not recom-
mend the full amount until there is 
agreement on various facets of the 
project.

The February 27 deadline is now 
prompting a flurry of meetings all 
along the 11-mile corridor. The St. 
Paul City Council was the latest to 
weigh in. As part of its 2008 legisla-
tive agenda adopted on January 16, 
the council cited the need to develop 
“a sufficient number and placement 
of stops to maximize the line’s social 
and economic benefits to the region 
and to the neighborhoods adjacent 
to the corridor.” 

District councils, community de-
velopment corporations and other 
groups along the Central Corridor 
route are lobbying for added sta-
tions at Victoria Street and Western 
and Hamline avenues. An addition-
al $5.5 million would be needed per 
station.

The biggest ticket items looming 
over the Central Corridor are the 
tunnel at the University of Min-
nesota and the connection to the 
Union Depot concourse, which is 
being eyed as a multi-modal transit 
hub. The Ramsey County Regional 
Rail Authority voted 6-1 on January 
15 to eliminate the most expensive 
of the concourse connections from 
the plan. That option, which would 
have added $57.8 million to the 
project’s cost, would have used the 

2nd Street viaduct as well as a tun-
nel. Commissioner Tony Bennett 
cast the lone vote against eliminat-
ing that option, saying a less expen-
sive version of that route should be 
studied.

Other commissioners disagreed. 
“I’m not sure there is another alter-
native to 2nd Street,” said commis-
sioner Victoria Reinhardt.

That leaves connections using 
Broadway or Wacouta streets on the 

table. The current Central Corridor 
study calls for trains to stop in front 
of the depot’s head house on 4th 
Street, which is more than a block 
away from the concourse and the 
planned transit hub.

Near the west end of the line, the 
University of Minnesota has agreed 
to pay for engineering studies of  
ground-level rail lines to travel 
north of the campus. Because those 
studies will not be done by February 

27, any changes to the project would 
have to be weighed against likely de-
lays and added costs.

Vice president of university ser-
vices Kathleen O’Brien said the U 
of M wanted the northern options 
studied seven years ago, but that 
request was turned down by an ad-
visory committee. University offi-
cials are now pushing for the tunnel 
because of concerns about traffic 
and pedestrian safety, especially on 
Washington Avenue.

The tunnel as it was originally 
proposed for the Central Corridor 
can no longer be built because of 
conflicts with the university’s new 
football stadium. Capital costs for 
a redesigned tunnel have been esti-
mated at between $110 million and 
$130 million.

�b central corridor

The interior of the Union Depot concourse.
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Investment Opportunity
Vintage 10-unit apartment building 
in St. Paul's Cathedral Hill neighbor-
hood... strong rental history, premier 
location and lots of charm. Details at 
www.BradPalecek.com

651 225-3923 $997,900

Business Opportunity
2047 Grand Avenue: Established hair 
salon with two additional rental units 
on Grand Avenue! One of the most 
well known properties on Grand! Vir-
tual tour at www.BradPalecek.com

651 225-3923 $559,000

Premier Crocus Hill
1072 Fairmount: Beautiful 2-story 
"Craftsman" style home with 3+ 
BRs, rich woodwork & wood burn-
ing fireplace! See virtual tour at 
www.BradPalecek.com

651 225-3923 $449,000

Mac-Groveland Charm
2005 Fairmount Ave.: Excellent value 
in a premier location! 2-story "Crafts-
man" style home with family room, 
natural woodwork, 2 fireplaces and 
tons of charm!

651 225-3923 $279,900

Amazing Vintage Home
2127 Marshall Ave.: With 3 city lots. 
4 BRs, 3 baths, 3rd floor, gazebo.
www.KarenKeljik.com

612 414-3245

Classic Upper Landing
312 Spring St. #304: Elegant 2-BR, 
2-bath + den condo w/bluff & river 
views. Established bld. w/bright & 
sunny open floor plan, FP, great stor-
age & balcony. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $484,900

Beautiful Renovation
781 Hague: Stunning 4-BR, 3-bath 
3-story condo/TH w/yard & garage. 
Fully restored w/beautiful woodwork, 
high ceilings, master suite & granite/
stainless kit. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $319,900

Premier Address
2219 St. Clair: You'll love this gra-
cious remodel w/5 BRs, 4 baths & 
3,400 sq. ft. Luxurious master suite, 
state-of-the-art kitchen/FR, more. 
SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $917,000

Elegant 5-BR, 4-Bath
1618 Dupre Rd., Centerville: 2005 
Lee-built home w/4,000 sq. ft., 4 BRs 
on 1 level, 2 FPs, finished LL walkout, 
maple trim & cabinets, corner lot, 
pond view. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $599,900

Highland Townhouse
Steps to the Village. 2 BRs + loft, 3 
baths, 2-car garage & 1,900 sq. ft. of 
living. Finishes include: granite coun-
tertops, hdwd. floors, gas FP, cherry 
kit., private deck & master suite.

651 470-4045 $374,900

Amazing Space
3 BRs up and a 4th BR/office on 
level with FR & ¾ bath. Entertain in 
the newer kit., DR & cozy LR with FP. 
Pergola in yard.

651 225-3935 $424,900

Lots of Light
Ward off winter in this spacious 
south-facing condo that has 1 BR, 2 
baths plus a cozy den and fireplace 
in the LR. Also features a large sun 
porch.

651 225-3935 $179,900

Condo with Views
Mint condition 2-BR unit with sunny 
south-facing views of the river. Large 
open kitchen, in-unit laundry, under-
ground parking and deck for your 
convenience.

651 225-3935 $163,000

Premier Block
294 Stonebridge Blvd.: Spacious 
walkout rambler on a spectacular 
lot, stunning views, 4 BRs, 3 baths, 
beautiful windows & 2 FPs. Don't 
miss this opportunity!

651 225-3921 $774,000

Stunning Townhome
376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey 
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck, 
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car 
gar. w/storage loft.

651 225-3921 $485,000

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

651698-2434

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.

651224-4321www.edinarealty.com           Your Home for Homes MLS

Magical River Views
Panoramic views of both skylines & 
river valley from this glorious bluff top 
1-level home on .66 acres. Circular 
driveway, marble foyer, gourmet kit., 
& 5,100 sq. ft. 711 Woodridge Dr.

651 225-3903 $1,050,000

Historic Setting
Enchanting Victorian w/wrought iron 
fenced steeped in history on Maiden 
Lane in the shadow of the Cathedral. 
Tree-top master suite, att. 2-car gar., 
elegant updated interior. 132 Nina.

651 225-3903 $849,900

Feels Like England
A beautiful stone wall encloses this 
English manor style home at 18 Ken-
wood Parkway. Richly crafted interior 
with grand hallway, library, outstand-
ing kitchen w/fireplace.

651 225-3903 $1,695,000

Sold In Days!
Gracious 4-BR/2-bath, hdwd. floors, 
brand-new boiler, just painted in and 
out, garage. 140 Lexington Pkwy. So. 
Your neighborhood housing special-
ist for over a decade.

651 225-3949

Macalester Four Square
Remodeled brick and stucco 4-BR, 
2-bath offers formal LR & DR, 4-sea-
son sunroom, eat-in kitchen, LL FR, 
patio & 2-car garage. Landscaped & 
fenced yard.

651 690-8437 $409,900

4440 Edmund Boulevard
Stunning stucco and stone Arts and 
Crafts restoration rebuilt from the 
foundation up. 5 BRs, 4 baths, gour-
met kitchen, gorgeous gardens & pa-
tios. www.CariAnnCarter.com

651 690-8437 $1,049,000

Ivy Hills of Mendota Hts.
Stunning stone & brick 1½-story w/
over 6,000 FSF, 5 BRs & 5 baths, fea-
turing gourmet kit., gorgeous great 
room/LR, master & guest suite & 
media room. CariAnnCarter.com

651 690-8437 $1,050,000

Charming Stucco
bungalow. Lovingly maintained & 
updated. MF office/den. LR, DR, kit., 
2 BRs, bath & 3-season porch. Unfin. 
2nd floor, 62x100' lot, new fence & 
landscaping. CariAnnCarter.com

651 690-8437 $219,000

Karen KeljikBrad Palecek Brad Palecek Brad Palecek Brad Palecek

Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Jeff Simek

Phyllis Salmen Phyllis Salmen Phyllis Salmen Mary Gallivan Mary Gallivan

Cari Ann Carter Cari Ann Carter Cari Ann Carter Cari Ann Carter

Mary Hardy Mary Hardy Mary Hardy Steve Markowitz

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Thank you to all of our 
cooperating agents that 
made 2007 a great year 

to be in real estate!

For career information, 
please call: 

Tony Haider
Highland Park, Sales Manager

651-690-8416

Vickie Gay
Grand Avenue, Sales Manager

651-225-3901

NEW LIST

NEW LIST

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW LIST

SOLD

By Jane McClure

Remember the Embers? The University 
Avenue building that once served as 
the flagship restaurant and office for 

the longtime Twin Cities-based chain could 
soon become a third branch of St. Paul Fed-
eral Credit Union if a purchase agreement is 
executed in the days ahead. 

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
unanimously approved a 54-foot setback 
variance on January 14 that would allow the 
credit union to add a drive-up lane behind the 
building at 1664 University Ave. The mini-
mum setback between a drive-up lane and a 

residential property is 60 feet. The proposed 
drive-up land would be six feet from the 
property line between the former restaurant 
and an apartment building to the south.

City staff recommended approving the vari-
ance. The credit union has agreed to direct the 
sound system for the drive-up lane away from 
the residential area to the south and to add se-
curity cameras behind the building.

The drive-up lane would be open from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays and 9:00 a.m. 
to noon on Saturdays. Vehicles would enter 
through existing curb cuts on University Av-
enue or Fry Street, and would exit onto Pierce 
Street. The credit union estimates that drive-

up traffic will vary from 54 vehicles on Satur-
days to 26 on Tuesdays.

The District 13 Community Council took 
no position on the variance, and no one at-
tended the BZA hearing to speak against the 
variance. City staff heard support from the 
manager of the nearby Spruce Tree Center 
commercial building, and concerns about 
noise from the owner of the apartment build-
ing and one of its tenants. 

The one-story, 11,000-square-foot build-
ing currently houses a Chinese-Cambodian 
restaurant, a tailor and a real estate office. St. 
Paul Federal Credit Union would occupy the 
entire building.

Embers was once one of the region’s largest 
and highest-profile restaurant chains. Howev-
er, many Embers have closed in recent years. 
Embers co-founder Henry Kristal died last 
month. His son, David, is a Summit Avenue 
resident and CEO of St. Paul-based Embers 
America, a franchisor with affiliations with 19 
independently owned restaurants in Minne-
sota and Wisconsin.

No timeline to open the credit union has 
been announced. St. Paul Federal plans to 
renovate the structure and update the exterior 
before moving in. The parking lot would be 
restriped for about 40 spaces, with a smaller 
employee lot on the Fry Street side. 

Credit union is next on menu for former Embers site on University
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           75% Off
All Winter Merchandise

   w/donation to Emergency
Food Shelf Network

January 29 - February 2
“Help us beat our record of 1,550 lbs.”
                        – Shelley Spargur Elite

RepeatThe finest in consignment clothing
1336 Randolph (at Hamline)
St. Paul, 651-699-2315

WOW! an “eye”nique
experience!

Complete Eye Care
740 Main Street, Suite 100

Mendota Heights • 651.686.9393

HiawatHa
Falls liquor

Locally Owned

Just across the Ford Bridge 
next to Blockbuster.

open Mon-sat
10am to 10pm!

4727 Hiawatha Ave S.
Minneapolis
612-729-5958

Newly Opened

Casting stones in the direction of oth-
ers is generally considered a bad thing 
to do, but not at 476 Selby Ave. Here 

at the St. Paul Curling Club, courtesy and 
respect are the order of the day as stones are 
slid along vigorously swept sheets of ice. Ac-
cording to a brochure published by the Curl-
ing Club for the 1993 national championships 
that were held there, “Curlers play to win but 
never to humble their opponents.…A true 
curler would prefer to lose rather than to win 
unfairly.…The spirit of the game demands 
good sportsmanship, kindly feeling and hon-
orable conduct.”

That conviviality has been a hallmark of 
the sport throughout its history. Jim Dexter, 
club manager and ice maker since 1980 and a 
curler for two decades longer, recalled a world 
competition in Milwaukee when a curler 
angrily strode off the ice after a match and 
refused to shake hands with the other team. 
The unsportsmanlike conduct riled the crowd 
so much that they booed until the player re-
turned and congratulated the winners.

The St. Paul Curling Club was incorporated 
in November 1885, and the city’s first official 
curling match was played on Christmas Day 
of that year on the frozen Mississippi River 
near Raspberry Island. The first St. Paul Win-
ter Carnival in 1886 featured a curling tour-
nament, or bonspiel, with eight sheets of ice 
in old Central Park, which was located south 
of the state Capitol.

The St. Paul Curling Club will continue 
that Winter Carnival tradition with its an-
nual mixed bonspiel on January 25-27. This 
year’s theme is “Once Upon A Time,” and 
curlers and fans alike are being encouraged to 
come dressed as their favorite fairy tale, leg-
end, book or movie character. Curling begins 
at 10:00 a.m. Friday, 8:00 a.m. Saturday and 
noon Sunday. Admission is free for specta-
tors. (Call 651-246-3965 or visit www.stpaul-
curlingclub.org.)

The Curling Club’s first clubhouse was 
built in 1891 with five sheets of natural ice on 
Raspberry Island. It was constructed on pil-
lars to protect it from spring floods, and a long 
staircase connected it to the Wabasha Bridge 

above. In those days, as Bill Farbelow related 
in Pig’s Eye Report, curlers had to carry their 
own stones—each weighing 42 pounds—up 
and down the staircase’s more than 100 steps.

(The object of the sport is to slide the gran-
ite stones, or rocks, from one end of a sheet of 
ice to the other. Teams try to leave as many of 
their rocks closest to the center of the target, 
or house. Players sweep the ice in front of the 
sliding rock to alter its speed and direction.)

The Northwest Curling Association was 
formed in 1892 with clubs from Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, North Dakota and Illinois, and 
held its first bonspiel in St. Paul in 1893. The 
four-day event was played on  five sheets of 
natural ice in the clubhouse and 25 on the 
river. 

With curling well-established as a popular 
local sport, clubs like the St. Paul Curling Club 
thrived. The St. Paul club had as many as 250 
members at the turn of the last century and 
many neighborhoods had their own rinks. A 
visit by Robert Dunbar, “the world’s greatest 
curler” and “Lion of the North,” added to the 
sport’s early prominence in St. Paul, as did a 
visit from the touring Royal Caledonian Curl-
ing Club, “the Mother Club” in Scotland.

In spite of the sport’s popularity, the St. Paul 
Curling Club folded in 1904 due to financial 
difficulties, and the clubhouse on Raspberry 
Island was razed. The following year, several 
members of the former club started the Capi-
tal City Curling Club. It played its matches in a 
building on Smith Avenue where United and 

Children’s Hospitals are now. Novelist Jack 
London was reported to have stopped there 
to throw a few stones when he was in town.

The St. Paul Curling Club re-formed in 
1912 through the merger of the Capital City 
Club and the Nushka Club, the latter of which 
had formed in the 1880s and held most of its 
activities in the Ramsey Hill neighborhood. 
The old Nushka clubhouse on Selby Avenue 
was torn down and a new clubhouse with six 
sheets of ice opened its doors on Christmas 
Eve 1912. 

The revived St. Paul Curling Club held its 
first major event, the 20th annual Northwest-
ern Curling Association bonspiel, in Janu-
ary 1913. Louis Hill, son of railroad magnate 
James J. Hill, presented the trophy to the 
winner among more than 90 teams from the 
United States and Canada. Farbelow wrote 
that it was the largest bonspiel ever held up to 
that time, with more than 400 curlers compet-
ing on 12 sheets. The club flooded an adjoin-
ing outdoor lot to add six more sheets to those 
in the clubhouse. 

The club again found itself in financial 
straits after World War I and during the De-
pression, but it was able to install two sheets of 
refrigerated ice in 1939 and add refrigeration 
to six more sheets in the ensuing 23 years. Be-
fore refrigeration, the clubhouse’s huge win-
dows were opened to keep the ice frozen.  

Though women had been playing for many 

years on Canadian teams, the Bonnie Spielers 
were formed in the winter of 1951-52 as the 
first club team for women at the St. Paul club. 
Junior curling began that same decade. 

A decline in membership and in the neigh-
borhood in the 1960s and ’70s gave rise to 
discussions of moving or disbanding the curl-
ing club. However, over the past two decades 
members have volunteered their talents to 
completely renovate the clubhouse.

The Winter Olympics first featured curl-
ing in 1998, which boosted the popularity of 
the sport locally. The club now boasts 1,150 
members and is the biggest in the country “by 
far,” according to Dexter.

Today, the club schedules league games 
and tournaments nearly every night from 
October to April. At the Jack McCann Men’s 
Over 40 Bonspiel on December 7-9, the club 
was jammed with curlers and their fans. Wide 
brooms swept the sheets between games.  
Dexter sprinkled the ice with droplets of 
water to give it the required pebbling effect. 
Upstairs, observers ate, drank, watched the 
games and shared stories.

As play progressed and the curlers shook 
hands, it was clear that the spirit of curling 
lives on—courtesy and good sportsmanship 
still foremost in the sport. 

Editor’s note: Writers Jane McClure and  
Larry Englund contributed to this story.

A stone’s throw away
St. Paul club continues to be hotbed 
of activity for frozen sport of curling

Close to Home
By Lisa Heinrich

Allison Pottinger sends a rock on its way to the house at the St. Paul Curling Club, 476 
Selby Ave. Photo by Anne Brandrud

Winter Carnival 
highlights

By popular demand, a majority of the 
attractions for the 122nd St. Paul Win-
ter Carnival will be in and around 

Rice Park on January 23 to February 3. “The 
Coolest Celebration on Earth” is collaborat-
ing this year with the 2008 U.S. Figure Skat-
ing Championships that are taking place 
through January 27 at the Xcel Energy Cen-
ter. Hundreds of thousands of people will be 
visiting St. Paul in the next 12 days to take 
in either or both events. Here are some the 
highlights of this year’s Winter Carnival:

Wednesday, January 23—Ice castle replica 
exhibit (through February 2), World Figure 
Skating Museum and Hall of Fame exhibit 
(through February 3), Minnesota Hotdish 
Tent (through February 3), Carnival Kickoff 
Bonanza. 

Thursday, January 24—Multi-block ice 
carving competition (through January 26), 
Royal Coronation Dinner,  Royal Corona-
tion, Royal Ball.

Friday, January 25—Mixed Bonspiel 
(through Sunday), Snow Sculpting Com-
petition (through Sunday), Gaslight Tours, 
(through tomorrow), Bouncing Girl tryouts, 
Capitol Art & Artists Tour, Klondike Kate 
Cabaret. 

Saturday, January 26—Securian Frozen 
5K and Half Marathon, Winter on the Hill 
tours (through tomorrow), Saintly Cat City 
Show (through tomorrow), Orchid Show 
(through tomorrow), kids’ activities at Land-
mark Center, Grand Day Parade, “Beyond 
Boreas” puppet Show (through tomorrow).

Sunday, January 27—Single-block ice 
carving competition, kids’ activities at Land-
mark Center, Winter Fitness of Fun.

Monday, January 28—Showcase St. Paul 
cultural dance and storytelling.

Thursday, January 31—Senior Royalty 
Coronation.

Friday, February 1—Gaslight Tours 
(through tomorrow), School of Rock.

Saturday, February 2—Race UP the Place,  
kids’ activities at Landmark Center, Winter 
on the Hill (through tomorrow), “Beyond 
Boreas” puppet show (through tomorrow), 
Torchlight Parade, Vulcans’ Overthrow of 
Boreas, Vulcan Victory Dance.

Sunday, February 3—Pony rides, Winter 
Fitness of Fun.

Most carnival events are free or offer a dis-
count with a carnival button. Buttons cost 
$5.00 each or $18 for a four-button set and 
are available at Cub Foods, SuperAmerica, 
Snyders, Wal-Mart and other local retailers. 
For information, call 651-223-7400 or visit 
www.winter-carnival.com.
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By Kevin Driscoll

With the approach of the February 5 
precinct caucuses and the start of the 
2008 electoral campaign, political ob-

servers in St. Paul have taken a look back at the 
2007 election and its near record low voter turn-
out. Though all seven seats on the City Coun-
cil were contested in ’07 and the eight-candi-
date field for the School Board was perhaps as 
strong as any in recent memory, only 19 per-
cent of registered voters bothered to take part 
in the general election on November 6. The 
turnout had civic leaders shaking their heads 
and wondering whether there is a problem 
with how the city conducts its elections.

“When only 19 percent of the voters turn 
out, how much of a mandate can a winner 
claim?” asked David Schultz, a political sci-
ence professor at Hamline University.

Some people attributed the low voter turn-
out to the fact that the mayor’s seat was not 
on the ballot. A citywide mayoral race has 
tended to attract more voters in recent elec-
tions (see the accompanying chart), but since 
1985, when the mayor’s term was extended 
from two to four years, every other city elec-
tion has lacked a citywide race, not counting 
the School Board or a special referendum. 
Since 1999, when City Council terms were 
extended from two to four years, the elections 
for mayor and City Council have not been 
held in the same year.

“When the whole city government is on 
the ballot, you see a much higher voter turn-
out,” said former City Council member Ruby 
Hunt. “When everybody is elected together, 
all the issues are discussed on a citywide ba-
sis as well as at the ward level. Ward elections 
alone make for a disjointed campaign where 
citywide issues get little attention.”

“The City Council and mayor should be 
elected at the same time, even though you 
run the risk of a wholesale turnover in gov-
ernment,” said former City Council member 
Bobbi Megard. “I truly believe that this elec-
tion setup is what’s causing conservatives to 
fade even further from the political picture. 
And that’s not a good thing because you need 
a good back-and-forth on the issues.”

“I don’t like many of the changes that were 
made for the City Council in the past 20 
years—making them part-time, with longer 
terms and separate elections,” said former 
Mayor George Latimer. “It’s counterintuitive 
to have four-year terms for part-time council 
members. And you just can’t justify a system 
that has caused such a low voter turnout.”

St. Paul’s form of government evolved over 
the past four decades through voter approval 
of a series of City Charter amendments. The 
city instituted its strong-mayor form of gov-
ernment in the early 1970s. Its seven City 
Council members were elected at-large in the 
first decade of that system. However, since the 
early 1980s council members have represent-
ed individual wards. A charter amendment in 
1984 extended the mayor’s term to four years. 
In 1994 voters approved a charter amend-
ment making the City Council part-time, but 
rejected another amendment that would have 
expanded the City Council to nine members 
with four members elected at-large. Finally, in 
1998 voters approved an amendment extend-
ing City Council terms to four years. 

According to former Charter Commission 
member Carole Faricy, there was a fear on the 
part of commission members at the time that 
staggering mayoral and City Council elec-
tions would result in a drop in voter turnout. 
“I think it’s ridiculous not to have one citywide 
election,” she said.

Electing the mayor and City Council in the 
same year would increase voter turnout, ac-
cording to Mark Gehan Jr., a former chair of 
the Charter Commission. However, he does 
not remember voter turnout being discussed 
when the commission extended the council’s 
term to four years. The issue, he said, “was 
more about the possibility of the entire city 
government being changed (in one election) 
and whether it was best to keep the legislative 
(council) and executive (mayoral) elections 
separate.” 

“There likely would be higher voter turnout 
if the City Council and mayor were elected at 
the same time,” said Joe Mansky, manager of 
the Ramsey County Elections Bureau. Turn-
out in recent elections has been lower when 
there are no citywide races beyond the School 
Board, he said. That was the case in 1995, 2003 
and 2007 when voter turnout was 31 percent, 
22 percent and 19 percent, respectively. The 
city election in 1999, though it did not have a 
mayoral race, attracted 54 percent of the elec-
torate. However, that year there was a citywide 
referendum on a city sales tax to help finance 
a new Twins stadium.

According to Mansky, voter turnout was 
probably lower this year because of “the lack 
of any burning citywide issues. Also, turnout 
is usually higher in wards where residents 
have more education and more income, and 
we’ve had a large influx of immigrants recent-
ly who might not yet be comfortable with the 
election system.”

Ward 7 City Council member Kathy Lant-
ry also attributed the lower voter turnout to 
changing demographics. The numbers may 
bear that out. Among the most hotly contested 
City Council races in 2007 were those in Wards 
1, 5 and 6—areas of the city that also have the 
greatest number of recent immigrants. How-
ever, more voters turned out in Wards 2 and 
3. In Ward 3, City Council incumbent Pat 
Harris’ opponent, Gerald Mischke, dropped 
out of the race in late August, yet 5,063 voters 
turned out at the polls—8 percent more than 
in Ward 6, 11 percent more than in Ward 1 
and 23 percent more than in Ward 5.

How then should St. Paul promote a high-
er turnout in city elections? Harris and City 
Council members Melvin Carter III in Ward 
1 and Russ Stark in Ward 4 believe that mov-
ing City Council elections to the same year 
as the mayoral election is worth considering. 
One problem with that approach, Lantry said, 
is that it would require imposing at least one 
two-year term on either the mayor or City 
Council.

“I think city elections, for all of the offices, 
should be held in the off-presidential con-
gressional election years, whether it’s every 
two years or four years,” Schultz said. “Some 
people say that federal and state elections 
might drown out city elections, but that risk 
must be balanced in favor of the inevitably 
greater turnout those higher-office elections 
engender.” 

Some people say that instant runoff vot-
ing would encourage higher voter turnout. 
In instant runoff voting, multiple candidates 
may appear on the general election ballot for 
a single office and voters rank them in order 
of preference. That eliminates the need for a 
primary election and may improve the pros-
pects of otherwise attractive independent or 
third-party candidates, proponents say.

“I support the concept of instant runoff 
voting on its merits because I believe it would 
better represent people’s attitudes,” Latimer 
said, “but I’m not sure it would necessarily 
produce a larger turnout.”

“I’ve never been a big fan of instant runoff 
voting,” Lantry said. “If as much passion and 
energy that have been put into that effort were 
put into voter education, I know there’d be a 
bigger turnout.” 

Stark and Carter both said that better and 
more consistent communication with con-
stituents on the part of the mayor and City 
Council would improve voter turnout.

“Schools, business, government, the media 
and community organizations all influence 
voter turnout through education,” Harris said. 
“Enhancement of those efforts, along with 
an emphasis on technology and access to it, 
would go a long way in improving voter turn-
out.”

“I would not support moving the City 
Council elections,” said Ward 5 City Council 
member Lee Helgen. “Given the strong-may-
or form of municipal government in St. Paul, 
it’s important to maintain the checks and bal-
ances between the council and mayor. I think 
turnout could be improved if the media did a 
better job of covering the issues facing the city. 
The horse-race approach doesn’t allow voters 
to make informed decisions. Far too often, 
people don’t know the issues or candidates 
and therefore don’t feel like they can make an 
informed decision.”

Ward 6 City Council member Dan Bostrom 
said he does not believe electing the mayor 
and City Council in the same year would ad-
dress the problem of low voter turnout. “Can-
didates have a responsibility to address voters 
with their records and future plans,” he said.

Referring to what she called “bad media 
coverage,” Lantry said, “there were many peo-
ple in my ward who didn’t think I had an op-
ponent, didn’t know I was in a primary. I had 
to send out 500 letters reminding people I did 
have opponents and asking them to spread 
the word.” Without that letter, she said, “one 
or both of my primary opponents could have 
knocked me out of the race.”

Voter turnout in 
St. Paul city elections
Year	               Races	 Turnout
1985*	 Mayor and Council	      28%
1987	             Council	      25%
1989	 Mayor and Council	      43%
1991	             Council	      30%
1993	 Mayor and Council	      44%
1995	             Council	      31%
1997	 Mayor and Council	      44%
1999**	             Council	      54%
2001	 Mayor and Council	      41.5%
2003	             Council	      22%
2005	 Mayor and Council	      37%
2007	             Council	      19%

*   First 4-year term for mayor                                                                  
** First 4-year term for City Council;
     stadium sales tax referendum on ballot

Sources: Ramsey County Elections
Bureau and Minnesota Historical Society

Low voter turnout in ’07 has St. Paul searching for answers
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20% Off
 Treatments Products

 Laser Hair Removal Laser Vein Therapy
 Facials Microdermabrasion
 Skin Tightening Chemical Peels
 Skin Rejuvenation Botox, Restylane
 Acne Treatment Sun Spot Removal

Skin Ceuticals
Eminence Organinc

Skin Care
Jane Iredale Mineral

Cosmetics

2050 St. Clair Ave.      (651) 690-3333
www.StPaulLaser.com
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All New Packages
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Grand Opening Feb. 21st
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thru Jan. 31st, 2008.thru Jan. 31st, 2008.
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Greeting Cards NEW STORY TIME DATES WITH

ENGINEER PAUL!
Sat. Feb. 2 Tues. Feb. 5

Sat. Feb. 16 Tues. Feb. 19

Story Time always starts at 10:00 am.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Train Movies at the Riverview Theater!
Watch Thomas, Buster and more all on the Big Screen.

Admission is free but you must come to
Choo Choo Bob’s for Free Tickets!

Saturday, Feb. 9 at 11 a.m.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2050 Marshall Ave. St. Paul 651-646-5252
M-F 10-8 Sat 10-6 Sun 11-5

Minnesota’s Republican, DFL and Inde­
pendence parties will hold their precinct 
caucuses at 7:00 p.m. (registration begins at 
6:30 p.m.) on Tuesday, February 5, at the fol­
lowing locations. The Green Party will hold 
its caucuses on Tuesday, March 4.

Republican Party
House District 39A — Friendly Hills 

Middle School, 701 Mendota Heights Road, 
Mendota Heights.

Senate District 62 — Minnehaha Acad­
emy North Campus, 3100 West River Pkwy., 
Minneapolis.

House District 64A — Longfellow Ele­
mentary School, 327 N. Moore St.

House District 64B — Expo Elementary 
School, 540 S. Warwick St. 

Senate District 65 — Capitol Hill School, 
560 Concordia Ave.

DFL Party
House District 39A — Simley High 

School, 2920 E. 80th St., Inver Grove 
Heights.

House District 64A — Ramsey Junior 
High School, 1700 Summit Ave.

House District 64B — Highland Park Ju­
nior High School, 975 S. Snelling Ave.

Senate District 65 —
All Ward 1 precincts and Ward 5 precincts 

6, 7 and 10, Rondo Education Center, 304 N. 
Dale St.

Ward 2, Precincts 1-7, Monroe School, 

810 Palace Ave.
Ward 2, Precincts 8-11, Galtier Plaza, 320 

Jackson St.
Ward 2, Precincts 12-16, Humboldt  High 

School, 30 E. Baker St.
Minneapolis’ Ward 12 —
Precincts 5 and 10, Keewaydin Elemen­

tary School, 5209 30th Ave. S.
Precincts 6 and 9, Minnehaha United 

Methodist Church, 3701 E. 50th St.
Precinct 7, Minnesota Veterans Home 

Building 17, 5101 Minnehaha Ave. S.
Precincts 8 and 11, Roosevelt High School, 

4029 28th Ave. S.
Precincts 1-4, Sanford Middle School, 

3524 42nd Ave. S.

Independence Party
St. Paul and Mendota Heights precincts 

— Highland Elementary School, 1700 Saun­
ders Ave.

Minneapolis precincts — Sibley Com­
munity Center, 1900 E. 40th St. in Minne­
apolis.

The Independence Party is also holding 
a month-long on-line caucus at www.mnip.
org beginning February 5.

Green Party
 Precinct caucuses will be held on Tues­

day, March 4. In the 4th Congressional Dis­
trict, Green Party members will meet at the 
Hamline-Midway Library, 1558 Minnehaha 
Ave. Visit www.mngreens.org.

Among the Democratic candidates are U.S. 
Senator Barack Obama of Illinois, U.S. Sena­
tor Hillary Clinton of New York, former U.S. 
Senator John Edwards of North Carolina, 
former U.S. Senator Mike Gravel of Alaska 
and U.S. Representative Dennis Kucinich of 
Ohio. Depending on the results of the ballot­
ing, each presidential candidate will be appor­
tioned delegates to the DFL’s senate district 
conventions. Individuals at the caucuses who 
are pledged to a particular candidate will then 
be elected as delegates. 

Endorsements will also be made at the DFL 
caucuses for the U.S. Senate seat now held 
by Republican Norm Coleman. Candidates 
include comedian and author Al Franken, 
attorney Mike Ciresi, attorney Jim Cohen, 
University of St. Thomas professor Jack Nel­
son-Pallmeyer and former Minneapolis City 
Council member Dick Franson. Party plat­
form issues and resolutions will also be ad­
dressed and party officers will be elected.

With few candidates at any level, the Inde­
pendence Party’s precinct caucuses in the 4th 
and 5th congressional districts will involve the 

possible drafting of candidates, a discussion of 
the issues, a vote on resolutions and the elec­
tion of party officers. Although most precinct 
caucus locations will not be determined until 
after the Independence Party (IP) state con­
vention on January 26, caucus locations have 
already been announced for Villager area pre­
cincts (see the box above). The IP will also be 
holding a month-long on-line precinct caucus 
beginning February 5 at www.mnip.org. 

U.S. Representatives Betty McCollum in 
the 4th District and Keith Ellison in the 5th 
District are both running for re-election. The 
seven incumbent state representatives in the 
Villager area, all of whom are DFLers, have 
also said they plan to run for re-election this 
year.

No local U.S. House or state House candi­
dates have stepped forward thus far for the 
Republican, Independence or Green parties, 
according to their 4th District chairs Rory 
Koch, Tom Klas and Andrew Abruzzese, re­
spectively.

Candidates must formally file for office be­
tween July 1 and 15. The primary election will 
be held on September 9 and the general elec­
tion on November 4.

�b precinct caucuses

Winter Carnival, theater are among 
those receiving Cultural STAR grants

By Jane McClure

Several local cultural programs were the 
beneficiaries of the second round of St. 
Paul’s 2007 Cultural Sales Tax Revitaliza­

tion (STAR) funding. The St. Paul City Council 
recently awarded 27 grants totaling $604,532. 
The largest grants were $50,000 each to the 
St. Paul Winter Carnival for its ice and snow 
sculpture contests and to the History Theatre 
to conduct outreach and marketing.

All but $100,246 of the grants were awarded 
to programs in the downtown cultural district. 
Villager area groups receiving funding include 
the following:

• Minnesota Youth Symphonies, St. Paul 
City Ballet and St. Paul Conservatory of Mu­
sic. They received $10,000 to conduct a study 
for a shared permanent home and perfor­
mance space.

• Czech and Slovok Sokol. The group sought 
a $47,1340 grant for office space renovation  
and equipment in the CSPS Hall on West 7th 
Street. The group was awarded $2,000.

• Minnesota Jewish Theater. The troupe, 
which produces most of its plays in the audi­
torium of the Hillcrest Recreation Center, will 
use a $48,600 grant to stage the musical Pa-
rade at the History Theatre in downtown St. 
Paul next month.

• The College of Visual Arts. The college re­
ceived $29,530 for technology improvements.

The Highland Business Association’s re­
quest for $7,935 to set up an electronic ap­
plication and jury process for the annual 
Highland Art Fair failed to make the final cut. 
The Highland Art Fair is one of the last in the 
region to ask artists to submit slides of their 
work rather than electronic images.

Precinct caucus locations set
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Caucus or don’t complain
Dear editor,

It never fails. Every election year along about August and 
September, I begin to hear people grouse about not liking the 
candidates—or worse, they’re not going to vote because they 
don’t totally agree with a candidate on every issue. Part of 
the problem is that they didn’t bother to go to their precinct 
caucus in February.

It is at the February 5 precinct caucuses that the political 
ball starts rolling, and people who don’t bother to show up 
should keep their collective mouths shut and take what others 
decide. But, no, the Republicans think they’re the only ones in 
their neighborhood, when in reality 30 percent of the voters 
in St. Paul are Republican. The Democrats figure they’re the 
only party, so they let George and Georgette do it. And the 
folks who would like a third party just plain give up.

I know that sounds mean, but if you’ve ever lived in a state 
where political deal-making was done by a few people and 
you didn’t have an opportunity to have your voice heard, 
you’d understand what a privilege we have. Yes, I know it 
doesn’t rival a Vikings football game for excitement, but 
frankly, I believe the stakes are much higher. 

Jennette Gudgel
Highland Park

A call to caucus
To the editor:

On Tuesday, February 5, precinct caucuses will be held 
across Minnesota. As chairwoman of the District 64B 
Republican Party, I eagerly invite all those who identify 
themselves as Republicans to come to Expo Elementary 
School at 540 S. Warwick St. at 7:00 that evening for the 
Republican precinct caucuses. We will be updating our party’s 
platform, choosing candidates and convention delegates and 
hearing from elected officials. It promises to be a fun night to 
meet other conservative neighbors and make a difference in 
our party.

Please join our growing group of Republicans in the 
Macalester-Groveland and Highland Park neighborhoods 
and make your voice heard. Attend the precinct caucus and 
be engaged in government at the local level. One person can 
make the difference.

 
Leslie Wilcox, Chairwoman

House District 64B Republicans
Macalester-Groveland and Highland Park

Best antidote to Bush
Editor:

I am planning to vote for Barack Obama at my precinct 
caucus on Tuesday, February 5. I am probably most aligned 
with Kucinich on the issues. I also appreciate Edwards’ “two 
Americas” message. And I think a woman president is long 
overdue. But when I consider the damage that the Bush 
administration has caused, domestically and abroad, Obama 
feels like the best antidote. Bush promised to “be a uniter, not 
a divider” and failed. Obama has demonstrated the ability to 
attract, in addition to Democrats, independents, moderate 
Republicans and young people to his campaign and truly 
unite this country.

Todd Seabury-Kolod
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: For more on the February 5 precinct caucuses, 
see the story on page 1 of this issue.

Obama’s moment in history
To the editor:

Every four years as another presidential election 
approaches, slight variations of the same time-worn and 
shop-tested metaphors emerge as the signature imagery in 
a candidate’s stump speeches. This year, it’s the “hope and 
change” and “defining moment in history” of the Obama 
campaign. I don’t fault Senator Obama for playing this hand, 
though what those worthy yet indistinct promises might 
actually mean seems questionable. Certainly, no candidate 
would gain much ground publicly opposing hope and 
change. 

What I don’t understand from Obama’s speeches—and this 
applies to other candidates as well—is the lack of platform 
specificities that might actually define this moment in history. 
Preaching to the choir without offering particulars is hardly a 
change at all, but simply the politics of old. 

 
Paul Peter Paulos

Macalester-Groveland

Smokestack gets in your eyes
To the editor:

Xcel Energy’s coal-fired High Bridge power plant has been 
shut down and replaced by a gas-fired power plant. The old 
plant is scheduled to be removed over the next year or so. 

Viewpoint

Inbox
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By Michael Mischke

The fate of a series of proposed center islands on 
Snelling Avenue between Grand and St. Clair is 
expected to become clearer in the next few weeks 

when the Minnesota Department of Transportation decides 
whether the project merits state financing. The 10-foot-wide 
medians would be installed on a six-block stretch of Snelling 
abutting Macalester College. Two lanes of traffic would 
be maintained in each direction, with designated left-turn 
lanes at Grand and at St. Clair. Vehicles would still be able 
to turn left at Goodrich and Osceola avenues, but left turns 
to and from all other side streets, all alleys and the Lincoln 
Commons retail center would be lost, as would most parking 
on Snelling. The project’s cost, estimated at $750,000, would 
be split between Macalester and the state. (Snelling is a state 
highway.)

The medians are being pitched as a way to improve safety 
along Snelling by giving pedestrians an island in a river of 
heavy car and truck traffic. Some contend that the medians 
would also serve to slow traffic.

Others beg to differ. Some believe the loss of access to 
and from four residential streets will only divert more traffic 
onto Goodrich and Osceola. Some believe a street separated 
by medians with a ban on most parking will increase traffic 
speeds. Others are concerned about the economic impact.

“I don’t think anyone is considering all of the consequences 
of this project,” said Ross Feffercorn, the owner of Lincoln 
Commons. “I’m not against pedestrian safety and traffic 
calming, but I question whether medians on a short stretch of 
street are going to have the impact people are looking for.” 

In any case, he said, “People may want traffic to flow more 
smoothly on Snelling, but I don’t want it to flow past my 
buildings. I want people to be able to turn into my parking 
lot.” Lincoln Commons’ tenants include Coastal Seafoods, 
Caribou Coffee, Great Clips and Fed Ex/Kinkos, all of which 
reported lost business during a test of the median last fall.

Personally, if MnDOT officials line up in support of this 
project, I’d be leery. State highway engineers are notoriously 
pro-traffic flow. As a MnDOT staff person frankly told one 
of our reporters last week, “We don’t do traffic calming.”

No longer debatably the best

The case is closed as to who’s the most persuasive 
of the more than 1,000 Minnesota high school 
students participating in competitive debate this 

year. After eight grueling rounds at last week’s two-day State 
Debate Tournament—the 107th and longest-running event 
sanctioned by the Minnesota State High School League—the 
team of Juan Garcia and Nat Olson of Highland Park High 
School was judged to be the best of the best policy debaters. 

This year’s policy debate proposition was “Resolved: The 
U.S. federal government should substantially increase its 
public health assistance to Sub-Sahara Africa.” Garcia and 
Olson, both seniors at Highland, drew the negative position 
and won the debate by a 3-2 margin over Ben Quam and Ilias 
Karim of St. Paul Central.

Currently ranked among the top 10 policy debate teams 
in the nation, Garcia and Olson have also received four 
bids—the most of any team in the state—to the national 
Tournament of Champions to be held in May at the 
University of Kentucky, where they will compete against the 
top 65 high school debate teams in the country.

At a time when co-curricular activities such as debate are 
annually dragged kicking and screaming onto the chopping 
block due to financially strapped school districts, it was 
instructive to note in a story on Highland’s debate program in 
the last issue of the Villager what such programs mean to the 
young people who get involved in them.

“I don’t think any of us would enjoy school nearly as much 
if we didn’t have debate,” said senior Michael Lando.

“It’s made my school experience,” said senior Tamar 
Kaplan. 

Kaplan, it should be mentioned, and classmate Jillian 
Jordan are one of only two other Minnesota teams that have 
earned a bid to the Tournament of Champions.

Congratulations to the Highland Park debaters and to their 
coach, Sheila Peterson. And good luck.

Snelling medians 
merit more debate
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Now under consideration is what to do with the 50 acres freed up 
by the plant’s removal. Believe it or not, some plans call for keeping 
the smokestack in place. It would have no function, and no historic 
relevance since it was constructed in the 1970s, replacing lower stacks 
to get pollution up and over the bluff top.

I have asked what could possibly be the thinking behind keeping 
the smokestack. I have yet to get a straight answer.

Brian Bates
West End

Median madness
To the editor:

If indeed the budget shortfall in the St. Paul Department of 
Public Works is to cause delays in “replacing street lights, trimming 
boulevard trees and performing other long-term maintenance” 
(Villager, January 9), where is the money to finish and, more 
important, maintain those new medians that appeared almost 
overnight on Marshall Avenue? Furthermore, should there even be 
any more discussion of spending hundreds of thousands of dollars 
more for medians on Snelling Avenue? 

J. P. Kolbinger
Merriam Park

A more solid footing
To the editor:

Winter in Minnesota is either loved or loathed by local residents, 
but we all share some perverse pride in surviving it. We may laugh 
about it, but it is not such a laughing matter for the majority of our 
refugees who are from much warmer Asian or African climes.

On a recent morning, a 56-year-old Somali woman came into 
the Refugee Cash Assistance office with a broken arm that she had 
suffered from slipping on ice. On her feet were a pair of pink foam 
flip-flops—hardly recommended footwear for January in Minnesota. 
Fortunately for her, the day before the International Institute of 
Minnesota had received 41 pairs of brand new shoes from Centennial 
United Methodist Church designated specifically for refugees. The 
happy ending to this story is that our client left wearing a brand new 
pair of athletic shoes. She can now walk much more securely and save 
the flip-flops for summer.

 
Vicki McKenna, Operations Manager

International Institute of Minnesota

Bumpouts and snow plows
To the editor:

Remember when our streets used to be plowed all the way to the 
curb? Today, more often than not, there is usually a foot of snow and 
ice left by the curb, making parking and walking difficult. Do not 
blame the snowplow drivers. They are doing the best job they can 
given the obstacles that we keep constructing for them, i.e., corner 
bumpouts.

How come whenever our streets are repaved and new curbs 
constructed, the city insists on modifying the intersections with 
bumpouts? I am familiar with the argument that these bumpouts 
make it safer for pedestrians and promote traffic calming, but do 
we have any accident reports from these intersections that justify 
installing the bumpouts or are they just done as a feel-good thing for 

certain neighborhood groups? 
As a former member of the St. Paul Capital Improvement 

Budget Committee, I asked city representatives what snowplow 
drivers thought of these bumpouts when they were proposed for 
neighborhoods. I was told the drivers hated them. Still, it did not stop 
them from being installed on a snow-emergency route—St. Clair 
Avenue near Victoria Street. 

In my neighborhood, I have noticed that city plows have gone 
up and over bumpouts and damaged boulevards. When our streets 
were resealed, large portions of the pavement at intersections were 
missed or sealer was unnecessarily applied to the concrete curb 
aprons. Though cars should not park on the bumpouts, in busier 
neighborhoods they do, making it impossible for other cars to pass 
each other at intersections. I guess this illegal behavior by some 
motorists does promote traffic calming. 

Our street grid is about 100 years old and it has worked well all 
those years. Why change it now?

 Jim Lonetti
Macalester-Groveland

Public ownership can save plant
Dear editor,

Ford Motor Company initially announced that its Twin Cities 
Assembly Plant in Highland Park would be closing in 2008 and 
used this to coerce many United Auto Workers members to accept 
buyout packages. According to St. Paul union members quoted in an 
article in the Star Tribune, Ford’s profit per truck jumped from a few 
hundred dollars to more than $6,000 since the plant shed 900 workers 
through buyouts as of January 1, 2007. Ford has become rich and is 
becoming richer off the value produced by the working class. 

Now it is announced that the plant will continue operating beyond 
2008, but still the plant’s closing looms. At this late date, there is only 
one way to address the issue of job security—through public takeover 
and ownership of the Ford Plant in St. Paul.

Ford CEOs have proven they will not make decisions based on 
anything other than maximum corporate profits. Job security for auto 
workers is not a consideration with these capitalist CEOs.

Public ownership of the St. Paul Ford Plant means the plant 
would be taken over by the government and taken out of the system 
of corporate profits. Ford’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant would be 
operated and controlled as public property and it would dispense 
with private profits and corporate executive salaries. Public ownership 
of industry in France produced such marvels as the high-speed TGV 
train. Public ownership of the St. Paul Ford Plant would guarantee 
workers and their families job security.

Following is a resolution that we encourage people to take to their 
precinct caucuses. We also suggest that community groups and 
unions support this resolution. We can make a difference in the lives 
of working-class people, our community and our state:

Whereas, Ford Motor Company has stated its intent to close the 
St. Paul Ford Twin Cities Assembly Plant, sell the hydroelectric 
dam to a foreign corporation and displace 2,000 workers in the 
near future without consultation from the workers, the community, 
or local and state governments;

And whereas this plant, its operations and the hydroelectric dam 
have received continued support from every level of government, 
including taxpayer funding, tax breaks and tax abatements 
under promises to maintain manufacturing operations and with 
assurances workers would have job security in St. Paul;

�b inbox

inbox c10
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Therefore, be it resolved, public ownership should be 
used to save this plant, hydroelectric dam and 2,000 jobs.

Michael Wood, Coordinator,
Gus Hall Action Club

Minneapolis

Recycling bin blues
To the editor:

As I drive around our capital city, I am plagued by the 
question: Who thought up the provincial idea of inadequate 
blue containers perched precariously on high snowdrifts? 
Messy. Unsightly. Inefficient. Miniscule thinking.

In every other city that I have lived in, recycling materials 
have been put into a rolling can with covers and either picked 
up in the alley or curbside if one doesn’t have an alley. No 
wet paper mess, no blowing plastic, no overflowing cans 
and bottles in the street. Just neat, out of sight and efficient 
recycling.

Why isn’t this possible in our capital city? How long are we 
going to have outmoded thinking about such a necessary part 
of our daily lives when a simple solution is at hand? Whatever 
happened to common sense?

J. Johnson
Summit Hill

Walk this way
To the editor:

Regarding the rules to follow when walking on sidewalks 
and paths (Villager Inbox, January 9): Keep to the right has 
always been the rule. It’s difficult to walk when someone is 
coming toward you on your right side and they just keep 
coming. Keep in mind older people who do not react quickly. 
If I spot someone ahead walking his or her dog, I move to the 
other side out of courtesy. Many dog owners automatically 
move off the sidewalk for the walkers out of courtesy. I guess 
a little give and take helps. But the rule is clear.

 
Dorothy Drake

Ramsey Hill

Woo her with a tree
To the editor:

Villager readers, want to get that special person in your 
life a Valentine’s Day gift that will last for years? How about a 
tree? For $75, Friends of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul and 
Ramsey County will see that a tree is planted in a designated 
park in Ramsey or Dakota counties or in the municipalities of 
St. Paul. Mendota Heights, Apple Valley, Arden Hills, Blaine, 
Brooklyn Park, Champlin, Cottage Grove, Eagan, Falcon 
Heights, Lauderdale, Little Canada, Maplewood, North St. 
Paul, Roseville, St. Louis Park, Shoreview, Vadnais Heights, 

White Bear Township or Woodbury.
Park staff will plant the tree. A valentine card will be sent 

to the gift recipient, and next spring that person will receive a 
map showing the location of the tree.

Send a check to the Friends of the Parks and Trails, 1621 
Beechwood Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116, along with the name 
and address of the person receiving the valentine card. Also 
specify the preferred park for planting the tree and how the 
valentine card should be signed.

For more information, visit www.friendsoftheparks.org or 
call 651-698-4543.

Peggy Lynch, Executive Director
Friends of the Parks and Trails

Thanks for the press
To the editor:

On behalf of the Lyra Baroque Orchestra, I thank you most 
heartily for the wonderful feature article on Lyra (Villager, 
December 19). We were elated! Writer Bill Stieger did a 
great job researching and writing the article, and it was a 
pleasure working with him. The article gave us a great boost, 
and we had a completely full house for our performance on 
December 22.

Paul Jacobson, Executive Director
Lyra Baroque Orchestra

�b inbox

By Jim Gabler

As part of the University of St. 
Thomas’ campus expansion 
settlement a few years ago, UST 

officials agreed to convert 30 single-
family houses from student rental back to 
owner-occupied houses and to attach legal 
restrictions against future student rental use 
of those houses. The area in which UST is 
to do this is the Macalester-Groveland and 
Merriam Park neighborhoods.

At the time of the settlement, the 
West Summit Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (WSNAC) was also established. 
WSNAC set up a Housing Subcommittee 
to monitor UST’s activities on this specific 
mandate. Admittedly now, even by UST 
staff, the number of student rental houses 
in the area has grown significantly since the 
time of the settlement.

The WSNAC subcommittee set forth 
a preference area for UST to concentrate 
its housing efforts—along Cleveland 
Avenue between Marshall and Goodrich 
avenues and a few blocks east and west of 
Cleveland. UST, to its credit, has followed 
that preference area to a great degree until 

recently, when the university chose to buy 
and convert a former student rental house 
on Stanford Avenue. However, the WSNAC 
Housing Subcommittee could not reach 
an agreement to continue focusing on that 
preference area, so two weeks ago a variety 
of options were brought to the full WSNAC 
membership and a less concentrated option 
was chosen.

Many of us strongly disagreed with this 
decision. I live outside of the immediate 
Cleveland Avenue area, but I recognize it 
is the key area where, and near which, the 
student rental housing issue began and is 
now the worst. It has become a huge issue 
that has enveloped the surrounding blocks, 
and the only vehicle we have to fight it is the 
remainder of the 30-house commitment 
from UST.

What is truly discouraging is not only the 
reasoning for this change in preference area, 
but the callous attitude of some WSNAC 
members who voted for it. Here are but a 
few of their reasons, and I’m paraphrasing:

• Cleveland Avenue is lost. We have 
to worry about other areas of the 
neighborhood so they don’t turn to student 
rental.

• No one wants to live on Cleveland. Even 
if a house was fixed up there, no one would 
want to live in it.

• The students and UST have won.
• If we fix up houses on Cleveland, the 

students will just move to other, less student-
concentrated blocks.

• The houses along Cleveland will 
continue to deteriorate until their condition 
is so bad that it will bother some of UST’s 
trustees as they drive by.

I was startled by WSNAC’s lack of 
sensitivity to the many affected families 
living on Cleveland and the streets adjoining 
it. Alyssa Rebensdorf, who along with Jim 
Toscano laudably voted against changing 
the preference area, read a letter of a few 
years ago from one of the two remaining 
homeowners on Cleveland. The letter 
described how students would party on 
weekends, going from house to house and 
leaving broken glass in their wake. One 
night, the homeowner’s children witnessed 
students playing nude softball in a backyard.

Despite the letter, a majority of WSNAC 
members were unmoved. Worse, some of 
the members were just plain arrogant in 
discussing the issue. One had the temerity 

to lecture us on the four phases of building 
condition from Housing 101—development, 
stability, deterioration and redevelopment. 
According to that person, the houses 
along Cleveland are slipping into the third 
category. Presumably, all we need to do is 
wait patiently for the fourth condition to 
evolve through an epiphany of a UST trustee 
or two.

I and others reject the reasoning that the 
Cleveland area is lost and can’t be saved. We 
reject the notion of leaving the adjoining 
neighbors and blocks along Cleveland 
alone to deal with the worsening impact of 
student rental housing without the support 
of the District 13 or Macalester-Groveland 
councils or WSNAC. And, finally, we 
reject the insensitivity of those who now 
ill represent us on these bodies. Clearly, 
WSNAC is in danger of becoming irrelevant 
to that section of Macalester-Groveland and 
Merriam Park most affected by these issues 
and for which, in effect, it was formed.

Jim Gabler lives in Merriam Park and 
was a member of WSNAC’s Housing 
Subcommittee before resigning in protest 
earlier this month.

Neighborhood closest to St. Thomas can still be ‘saved’
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By Jane McClure

The growing problems associated with 
student rental housing in the neigh-
borhoods around the University of St. 

Thomas campus and how best to address them 
have divided the West Summit Neighborhood 
Advisory Committee. WSNAC voted 7-2 on 
January 8 to expand the area in which UST 
should concentrate its efforts to purchase stu-
dent rental properties and convert them to 
single-family, owner-occupied housing. Two 
members of WSNAC’s Housing Subcommit-
tee subsequently resigned in protest.

The vote also reignited a debate over when 
UST should build more campus housing. New 
campus housing is not on the drawing board 
and will not be for at least another five years 
while UST constructs a new parking ramp, 
new student center and other facilities. WS-
NAC passed a resolution on January 8 asking 
UST’s board of trustees to move up the hous-
ing construction plans.

In 2004, as part of the settlement allowing 
the university to expand its campus to in-
clude two blocks south of Summit Avenue, 
UST agreed to buy and rehabilitate 30 student 
rental houses in Merriam Park and Macales-
ter-Groveland, and then sell them with restric-
tive covenants that forbid their use as rental 
housing for at least 30 years. Since then, seven 
rental homes and one rental duplex have been 
purchased in the neighborhood, rehabilitated 
and sold to owner-occupants. 

At the direction of WSNAC, the student 
rental conversion program had been focused 
in the area between Marshall and Goodrich 
avenues. Ten conversions were to take place 
in that area along Cleveland Avenue, 10 be-
tween Wilder Street and Cretin Avenue, and 
10 between the Mississippi River and Fair-
view Avenue.

However, WSNAC decided on January 8 to 
expand that preference area. Now, 15 of the 
30 student rental houses would be purchased 
in the area bounded by Marshall, Prior, Go-
odrich and Exeter avenues and 15 in the area 
bounded by I-94, Fairview, St. Clair and Cre-
tin and Exeter avenues.

At issue is whether it is better to purchase 
student rental homes on blocks that are al-
ready dominated by student rentals or on 
blocks where only a few student rentals have 
popped up.

WSNAC member Marc Manderscheid 
questioned whether the blocks closest to 
campus can be revitalized under the hous-
ing buy-back program. “Those blocks are bad 
now and unfortunately they’re going to get 
worse,” he said. According to Manderscheid, 
revitalizing those blocks may require another 
program altogether. The housing buy-back 
program, he said, could accomplish more 
by concentrating on housing that is closer to 
local elementary schools, such as Groveland 
Park and St. Mark’s, to attract young families 
to the neighborhood.

According to several WSNAC members, 
it is difficult to attract new homeowners to 
blocks that are already predominantly student 
rental.

“We’ve lost so many houses close to campus, 
neighbors are finding it very hard to live in 
these neighborhoods,” agreed WSNAC mem-
ber Alyssa Rebensdorf. However, she added, 
redirecting the buy-back program away from 
those areas sends the “worst possible mes-
sage” to neighbors for whom the problems of 
student rental housing are most severe.

According to Rebensdorf, the expansion 
of the buy-back program’s preference area 
will dilute the program’s effectiveness. “If we 
go too far afield and convert a student rental 

house here and a student rental house there, 
we’re just chasing our tails,” she said.

Some members of WSNAC’s Housing Sub-
committee asked whether by expanding the 
preference area, WSNAC was suggesting that 
the blocks closest to campus are no longer 
worth saving. 

WSNAC Housing Subcommittee members 
Jim Gabler and Shaun McElhatton resigned 
following the January 8 vote. Thirty houses is 
a “drop in the bucket” when it comes to ad-
dressing the problems related to student hous-
ing in the neighborhood, according to Gabler, 
and expanding the program’s preference area 
will only make it less effective.

McElhatton agreed. “If it’s going to be a 
house here and a house there, it’s not going to 
have any long-term impact,” he said. 

Rebensdorf said she recently talked to the 
parent of a UST student who bought a house 
for the student near Rebensdorf ’s Macalester-
Groveland home rather than closer to campus 
in Merriam Park because the parent thought a 
house in Merriam Park would be harder to re-
sell. “The march is moving south,” Rebensdorf 
said. “I guess we’re destined south of campus 
to become the next slum.”

WSNAC was established by UST in 2004 
at the behest of the St. Paul City Council as 
part of the campus-expansion settlement. 
It is made up of representatives of UST, the 
Macalester-Groveland and District 13 plan-
ning councils, the Summit Avenue Residen-
tial Preservation Association (SARPA) and 
Neighbors United.

Rebensdorf of Neighbors United and Jim 
Toscano of SARPA were the two WSNAC 
members who voted against the change in 
preference area. The change had the support 
of the District 13 Council’s board of directors. 
According to Jeanne Matross, who represents 
District 13 on WSNAC, the council’s board 
recognizes the problem with student rentals 
on the blocks closest to campus, but wants 
the buy-back program to have more flexibility 
in addressing those problems throughout the 
neighborhood. According to Matross, buy-
ing student rentals on blocks where there is 
already a concentration of such houses could 
simply move the problems a few blocks fur-
ther from campus. 

The controversy over the preference area 
for the buy-back program flared up last spring 
when UST purchased a student rental house 
at 2011 Stanford Ave. Though the house is in 
Macalester-Groveland and meets the require-
ments of the buy-back program, many WS-
NAC Housing Subcommittee members felt it 
was too far from campus to have a significant 
impact.

UST officials are still intent on focusing the 
housing buy-back program close to campus, 
according to Doug Hennes, St. Thomas’ vice 
president of university relations. “That helps 
St. Thomas as well as the community,” he 
said. However, Hennes and UST neighbor-
hood liaison John Hershey said the buy-back 
program should have the flexibility to address 
problems related to student rental houses that 
are farther from campus.

“My hope is that we someday figure out 
how to expand the buy-back program from 
30 houses to 50 or 90 houses,” Hershey said.

Toscano urged UST officials to move for-
ward with plans to build new campus hous-
ing on the block bounded by Summit, Finn, 
Grand and Cretin avenues. Such a project 
could move onto campus as many as 450 stu-
dents who are living in off-campus housing, 
he said, “and 450 students is the equivalent of 
80 to 90 rental houses.”

Hennes pointed out that with its new Selby 
and Morrison halls, UST recently added 800 
on-campus dormitory beds. “We’ve increased 
the percentage of undergraduate students liv-
ing on campus from 35 to 45 percent over the 
past decade,” he said.

Neighbors divided over how best 
to stop rise in off-campus rentals  
Some feel abandoned by vote 
to redirect St. Thomas’ rental 
housing buy-back program
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$75.00 off
a complete pair of Eyewear

frames & lenses

Eye Examinations Available 
with Dr. Jenna Sculley

Contact Lenses • Sunglasses • Great Eyewear
772 Cleveland Ave. So. (at Ford Parkway)  651-224-2883

1542 Larpenteur Ave. W. 651-645-1976
~ not valid on previous orders, not vaild with any insurance programs, 

no refunds on prior orders, offer expires Feb. 15, 2008 ~
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Twin Cities Homebuyers…
6 costly mistakes to avoid in 2008!
Twin Cities/Suburbs – A new report has just been
released which identifies the 6 most common and
costly mistakes that home-buyers make before 
buying a home.

Mortgage regulations have changed significantly. 
Subtle changes in the way you approach mortgage 
shopping, and even small differences in the way you
structure your mortgage can cost or save you literally
thousands of dollars and years of expense.

Whether you are about to buy your first home, 
or are planning to make a move to your next home,
it is critical that you inform yourself about the factors 
involved before you buy.

In answer to this issue, industry insiders have prepared
a free special report entitled “6 Things Must Know
Before You Buy”. Having the right information before
can undoubtedly make a major difference
in this critical negotiation.

You can receive a FREE copy of this report 
by calling 1-800-281-6671 ID# 3004. 
Call anytime 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
or visit StPaulHomeInfo.com
Visit or call NOW to find out what you need 
to know before you buy a home. 

This report is courtesy of McCarthy Group, RE/MAX Realty 100, LLC. 
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

advertisement

Your local libation station Super Specials

by the Ford Bridge
Over 30 years in the spirits business

2289 Ford Pkwy
651-699-7070

Prices good thru Sat., Feb. 2, 2008.

Coors
Light
 $1399
      24 pk cans

Smirno� 
Vodka
$1599 1.75 litre

Locally owned, helping small businesses and
individuals with taxes, accounting and payroll 
services in the St. Paul area for over 30 years.

Located at Dale and Larpenteur

651-488-4462

NFS FINANCIAL SERVICES
Sampair Tax & Accounting

Certified Public Accountants
Taxes • Accounting • Small Business Consultants

DOES TAX SEASON LIMIT YOUR PRODUCTIVITY?
Put Our Experienced Accountants To Work For You!

By Kevin Driscoll

The new Homecroft Elementary School 
Core Advisory Group was given its 
marching orders on January 15: It has 

until March 7 to come up with a new program 
that would attract a minimum of 300 students 
to the school at 1845 Sheridan Ave.

Homecroft’s enrollment currently stands at 
256. However, only 123 are from the neigh-
borhood surrounding the school—down 
from about 275 in 1994-95. The school has 
also been under mandated “corrective action” 
since the beginning of the 2007-08 school year 
for failing to meet “adequate yearly progress” 
for four consecutive years under the federal 
No Child Left Behind law.

St. Paul Superintendent of Schools Meria 
Carstarphen initially proposed closing Home
croft at the end of the current school year and 
replacing it with a secondary program for stu-
dents in special education and other alterna-
tive learning programs. The advisory group 
was formed in response to vociferous protests 

from neighbors who did not want to lose their 
elementary school.

Carstarphen wants the new program at 
Homecroft operational by September. “We 
understand that 300 students on day one isn’t 
necessarily realistic,” she said. “But ultimately 
the program must have the very strong poten-
tial to draw those students.”

The superintendent assured members of 
the advisory group that though she expects 
them to assist in selling whatever program 
they come up with for Homecroft, the school 
district’s communications resources will be 
available to help.

Karen Woodward, an educational consul-
tant from Highland Park, was hired by the 
school district to facilitate the meetings of 
the advisory group. Nancy Stachel, the school 
district’s executive director for elementary 
schools, and Brett Johnson of the school dis-
trict’s communications department will also 
work with the group, which will meet at least 
weekly.

“We’ll all have to be working hard in be-

tween meetings on research, information 
gathering and keeping in constant commu-
nication with each other and our stakeholder 
groups,” Woodward told the advisory group 
following its formation on January 15.

Serving on the advisory group are local res-
idents Michelle Beck-Howard, Lisa Morley, 
Rachel Nelson, Charrie Willis, Chris Ebner, 
Mike Ireland, Brian Morris and Tim Wilson; 
Homecroft PTA members and Highland resi-
dents Margo Fox and Bill Rosenbloom; High-
land District Council president Bill Poulos, 
vice president Georgia Dietz and board al-
ternate Rick Hugley; Homecroft School par-
ent Marta Kifle; Fred Haeusler of the Jewish 
Community Center; and Milena Gebremeskel 
of Neighborhood House. Alternate members 
of the advisory group are Anne Barrett of the 
Homecroft PTA and Highland resident Rob-
ert Brandtjen.

More than a dozen new programs for 
Homecroft were suggested at meetings on 
January 7 and 15 sponsored by the school 
district. They included the English Language 

Learner program now offered at Wellstone 
Elementary; pairing Homecroft with Ad-
ams Spanish Immersion Elementary School; 
a pre-kindergarten to grade 8 program us-
ing overflow students from Highland Junior 
High; a gifted and talented program; pairing 
Homecroft with the International Baccalau-
reate program at Highland Park Elementary 
School; making Homecroft a second campus 
for the year-round arts magnet offered at Four 
Seasons Elementary; a Core Knowledge cur-
riculum emphasizing language arts, math, 
history, geography, music and visual arts; a 
community learning center with pre-K to 
grade 8 in the day and adult college prepara-
tory classes in the evening; a dual-immersion 
program of two foreign languages or English 
and another language; a charter school; and 
an environmental magnet school.

For more information on the advisory 
group or to make suggestions for a new pro-
gram for Homecroft, call 651-767-8102 or 
visit the school district’s website at www.spps.
org and click on “Homecroft Update.”

By Kevin Driscoll

The Ramsey County Charter Commis-
sion held the first of four public hear-
ings on January 15 on whether the 

county charter should be amended to discon-
tinue elections for sheriff and instead have the 
county’s top law enforcement official appoint-
ed by the county manager with the approval 
of the County Board. 

All seven people who spoke at the hearing 
opposed the amendment. In fact, it is difficult 
to find anyone in county government willing 
to speak on the record in favor of the change.

Charter Commission chair Mike Fratto 
wants the commission to decide in May 
whether to place the proposal on the ballot in 
November. He would not say where he stands 
on the issue. “The decision whether to put 
the question on the ballot should be as apo-
litical as possible,” Fratto said, “because it’s not 
intended to be a referendum on the current 
sheriff ’s performance.”

However, politics may very well be behind 
the proposal. The county’s current sheriff, 
Bob Fletcher, is a former St. Paul City Coun-
cil member, former candidate for mayor and 
one-time Republican. He was re-elected to his 
fourth four-year term as sheriff in 2006, nar-
rowly defeating former St. Paul Police Chief 

Bill Finney following a bruising campaign 
that often broke along party lines despite the 
nonpartisan status of the sheriff ’s office.

District 5 Commissioner Rafael Ortega de-
clined to comment on the issue. According to 
his aide, Ken Iosso, members of the County 
Board believe that debating the issue is best 
left to the Charter Commission and the elec-
torate. Charter Commission member Peter 
M. Hendricks had no comment other than 
to say, “It’s good to hear what the public has 
to say and to put this issue to bed one way or 
another.”

The issue of whether to elect or appoint 
the sheriff has been debated by the Ramsey 
County Charter Commission since its incep-
tion in 1988, according to Assistant Ramsey 
County Attorney Darwin Lookingbill. At the 
time that Ramsey County’s Home Rule Char-
ter was being written, it was suggested that it 
provide for an appointed sheriff, according to 
Lookingbill. However, there was concern that 
such a provision would meet strong opposi-
tion at the polls and endanger the passage of 
of the charter as a whole. 

The county charter, minus the provision 
for an appointed sheriff, was ultimately ap-
proved by voters and took effect in 1992, 
making Ramsey County the first and still the 
only county in Minnesota to be governed by 

Home Rule. (State statutes govern the other 
86 counties.) 

In 1995, the Charter Commission revived 
the debate over whether to appoint or elect 
the sheriff. “Many of the newer members of 
the commission thought they owed it to the 
original members to complete the discussion 
on the topic,” Lookingbill said. The Ramsey 
County manager and Charter Commission 
then asked Hamline University’s Graduate 
School to research the issue.

According to the subsequent report, ap-
pointing a sheriff has some advantages, in-
cluding ensuring a greater degree of profes-
sionalism. Electing a sheriff runs the risk that 
voters will choose someone who is unquali-
fied, the report stated, and limits prospective 
sheriffs to county residents who are willing to 
go through the rigors of an election. An ap-
pointed sheriff would also be subject to the 
authority of the County Board and manager 
and less likely to operate counter to their 
wishes, according to the report. 

However, the report added, an elected sher-
iff provides checks and balances to the power 
of the County Board, which is especially 
important in a county that does not have an 
elected executive.

The report recommended keeping the 
sheriff ’s office elective because the current 

system was working and had been working 
for a long time.

In the wake of the 1995 report, the Charter 
Commission dropped the proposed amend-
ment, according to Lookingbill. However, it 
revived the discussion in 2005 and last No-
vember it approved the wording of the pos-
sible ballot question.

Three of the seven people who testified 
against the proposed amendment on January 
15 represented law enforcement organiza-
tions, including Jim Franklin, executive di-
rector of the Minnesota Sheriff ’s Association; 
Mike Carey, business agent for Teamsters Lo-
cal 320, which represents the Ramsey County 
sheriff ’s deputies; and Dale Sommerhause, 
who represented the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s 
Deputies Association. 

Franklin referred to the checks and balances 
that an elected sheriff provides. Carey echoed 
that argument. “Sheriffs are leaders elected by 
the public,” he said. “That way the buck stops 
with the sheriff. Too often, appointed officials 
can pass the buck to middle managers. Ap-
pointees are managers, not leaders.” 

Sommerhause cited an informal poll of 82 
of the 130 members of the Ramsey County 
Sheriff ’s Deputies Association. “Ninety-seven 

Elect or appoint sheriff: Ramsey County revives debate

Search begins for school program that will save Homecroft
sheriff selection  c13
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By Jane McClure

Disputes between neighbors over resi-
dential zoning variances rarely make 
the pages of the Villager, much less 

the New York Times. But when one of the 
neighbors is author and radio host Garrison 
Keillor, it’s another matter.

As this issue of the Villager went to press, 
Keillor and his wife, Jenny Lind Nilsson, were 
in mediation with their next-door neighbors, 
Lori Anderson and her fiancé, Paul Olson. 
Ramsey County District Court Judge Edward 
Cleary had given the two parties until Janu-
ary 23 to settle their differences over a two-
story addition to Anderson’s Portland Avenue 
home.

Cleary asked both parties not to talk with 
the news media during the mediation period. 
“We wish we could comment,” Olson said. 
“We’ll have more to say when this is over.”

Anderson and Olson had planned to re-
place a one-car detached garage with what 
they hoped would be a three-car garage at-
tached to the house through a new mudroom 
and storage area on the first floor and a new 
studio on the second floor.

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) approved a 23-foot rear-yard setback 
for the project, a variance of 2 feet from the 
minimum 25-foot setback. The St. Paul Heri-
tage Preservation Commission (HPC), which 
reviews construction plans within the Historic 
Hill District, also approved the addition.

Keillor and Nilsson filed a lawsuit on Janu-
ary 14 and requested a temporary injunc-
tion on the project until the lawsuit could 
be heard. In court documents, Keillor and 
Nilsson alleged they were not notified of the 
public hearings before the BZA and HPC. 
They called the decisions to approve the proj-
ect “arbitrary and capricious.” According to 
them, the addition would impair the supply 
of light and air to their property and decrease 
the value of their home. 

“My wife and I live in a historic St. Paul 
house in a historic neighborhood,” Keillor 
wrote in a statement. “This gives us an ob-
ligation to defend the house and the neigh-
borhood against violations of the beauty of 
Ramsey Hill.”

The construction project would add about 

1,900 square feet to Anderson’s 2,124 square-
foot Tudor home, which was built in 1880 and 
is currently valued at $600,000. The Keillor-
Nilsson home, which was built in 1915, has 
5,168 square feet and an estimated market 
value of $1.2 million.

The city of St. Paul is also named as a de-
fendant in the lawsuit, which asks the court 
to throw out the BZA decision, block the ad-
dition from being completed and order the 
reimbursement of their court costs and attor-
ney’s fees.

In an interview prior to mediation, Ander-
son and Olson said they had notified Keillor 
and Nilsson of their plans before they began 
the project and had tried to meet with them 
to resolve the dispute since learning of their 
displeasure through an e-mail Keillor sent to 
them in November while they were vacation-
ing in New Zealand.

Anderson’s home sits on a lot and a half, 
and they said they offered to sell some of their 
land to Keillor and Nilsson as a way of resolv-
ing the dispute. Though they had already 
spent $50,000 on the project, they said they 
had two alternative plans drawn up as another 
possible remedy.

St. Paul City Attorney John Choi said his 
office has reviewed the case and believes it is 
without merit. “We believe the BZA and HPC 
acted appropriately and that their decisions 
are in compliance with the law,” he said.

According to Choi, the city notified Keil-
lor and Nilsson of the public hearings on the 
Anderson’s request—one before the BZA and 
two before the HPC. With any zoning or HPC 
matter, the city sends postcards to all property 
owners within 350 feet notifying them of the 
public hearing. The postcards are sent to the 
address registered on Ramsey County proper-
ty records. In most cases, they go to the prop-
erty owner’s home or business. In Keillor’s and 
Nilsson’s case, the postcards were sent to an 
accounting firm in Bloomington.

While city officials are satisfied with the de-
cision to send the case to mediation, they will 
take a back seat to the homeowners during 
the sessions. According to Choi, the city will 
become involved again if mediation results in 
changes to the project that require a different 
variance. That would send the project back to 
the BZA and the HPC for approval.

percent want to keep the sheriff an elected po-
sition,” he said. “They believe it’s important to 
maintain the sheriff ’s accountability with the 
voters and to stay with the history of elect-
ing the sheriff. It’s the classic if-it-ain’t-broke-
don’t-fix-it situation.”

Though Fletcher was cited in the 1995 re-
port as opposing the change to an appointed 
sheriff, this time around he declined to com-
ment, at least until the public hearings are 
over. “I will say, though, that I don’t believe the 
public will want to give up the vote for sheriff,” 
he said. “In any case, it’s always appropriate for 
the public to determine how they should be 

governed.”
Three more public hearings are scheduled 

on the proposed charter amendment—at 7:00 
p.m. Monday, February 4, at the Association of 
Minnesota Counties, 125 Charles Ave.; at 6:00 
p.m. Thursday, March 6, at Vadnais Heights 
City Hall, 800 E. County Road E; and at 6:00 
p.m. Tuesday, April 8, in the City Council 
chambers of the St. Paul City Hall and County 
Courthouse.

Ramsey County residents may also e-mail 
their comments to sheriffcharteramend-
ment@co.ramsey.mn.us. or mail them to the 
Ramsey County Charter Commission, 250 
Court House, St. Paul, MN 55102.

12b Sheriff selection

In Lake Wobegon, it seems, all home 
improvements are not above average

Work on a new 
garage and two-
story addition 
has halted while 
the owners of 
the Portland Av-
enue home at-
tempt to settle a 
dispute over the 
project with the 
owners of the 
house at left, 
Garrison Keillor 
and Jenny Lind 
Nilsson.

photo by 
brad stauffer
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Comprehensive K-8 Program with strong Catholic values
Educational Specialists in • Art • Music 

Performing Arts • Spanish • Physical Education 
Computer • Library Skills

Extensive Extracurriculars in Athletics and Enrichment
Extra Innings — School Care Program

Kindergarten Round-up  Feb. 5 at 9 a.m.

BRANT THOMSEN
PIANO STUDIO

• Professional Training: New 
England Conservatory of Music

• Clinical training in child 
development & learning

Studio expanding! Call now to 
schedule an interview.

Individualized instruction with a focus on overall personal development

(651) 224-6884     www.brantthomsen.pianoinstructor.net

AUSTAD CONSTRUCTION
Residential & Commercial

Dave

A Quarter Century of Helping Homeowners
• Shingle & Flat Roofs
   • Siding & Gutters

                         • Concrete & Stone Work
                                      Free  Estimates, Many References

                                     licensed, bonded & insured

182A Ryan Lane
651-482-0070     St. PaulMN Lic. #20320318 www.austadconstruction.com

District 13
www.district13stpaul.blogspot.com • 651-645-6877

Western District police meetings—Officers at the new 
Western District Police Station on Hamline and St. Anthony 
avenues will meet with the public to discuss crime and safety 
issues at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. The next meetings will be held on Tuesday, February 
19. People with specific concerns they want addressed by the 
police should call 651-266-5632.

Shakespeare Reading Series—The Lex-Ham Community 
Theater’s reading series of the plays of William Shakespeare 
will focus on Timon of Athens at 6:30 p.m. Friday, February 8, 
at 1184 Portland Ave. The reading will follow a potluck supper. 
Parts will be assigned at the start of each scene, so everyone will 
have plenty of chances to read. Participants are asked to bring 
food to share and a copy of the play. Visit www.LexHamArts.
org/theater/Shakespeare/SRS.htm or call 651-644-3366.

District 13 meetings—Board of directors meeting, 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, February 6, Merriam Park Recreation Cen-
ter, 2000 St. Anthony Ave.; Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting, 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, Merriam Park Rec-
reation Center; Neighborhood Issues Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, Merriam Park Library, 1831 
Marshall Ave.; and Land Use Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 19, Merriam Park Library.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Board vacancy—There is an opening on the Macales-
ter-Groveland Community Council’s board of directors for 
a representative from Grid 5, the area bounded by Summit, 
Snelling, St. Clair and Fairview  avenues. An election to fill the 
vacant seat will be held at the next board meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 14, at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 
320 S. Griggs St. For more information, call the council office 
or e-mail the executive director at melissa@macgrove.org.

KidsPark Gala—The fifth annual KidsPark Gala will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, February 23, in Weyerhaeuser Hall 
at Macalester College. The event will feature a silent auction, 
a wine tasting hosted by The Wine Thief and food catered by 
Whole Foods. Proceeds will benefit KidsPark, the community 
council’s drop-in child-care center. For more information, visit 
www.kidsparkchildcare.org.

Frost Fest thanks—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council’s Frost Fest on January 12 proved to be a big success. 
Neighbors donated 191 pounds of food for Keystone Commu-
nity Services’ food shelf. That was more than twice what was 
collected at last year’s Groveland Night Out. Key contributors 
were the Groveland Recreation Center staff, Chris Englemann, 
Keystone Food Shelf, the Green Institute, Widmer’s Supermar-
ket, St. Paul Corner Drug, Snuffy’s Malt Shop, ArtScraps and 
Coffee Bene.

Mark your calendar—Transportation Committee meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 28, at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center, 320 S. Griggs St.

Summit-University
www.Summit-U.com • 651-228-1855

Volunteer recognized—Summit-University resident Rena 
Moran was honored at the city of St. Paul’s Neighborhood 
Honor Roll celebration on January 11 at the University of St. 
Thomas. The annual event recognizes the work and contribu-
tions of citizen volunteers. Moran has done phenomenal work 
with her block club and with promoting Summit-Universi-
ty’s resident leader program. Her name will be added to the 
Neighborhood Honor Roll plaques on display outside the City 
Council chambers in City Hall. 

Desktop computer sought—The Summit-University Plan-
ning Council needs a replacement desktop computer, one that 
has a good amount of memory and can operate Windows XP 
or Vista. For information, contact community organizer Irna 
Landrum at the SUPC office.

Volunteers welcome—Area residents are invited to volun-
teer to help with the work that the Summit-University Plan-
ning Council does. Visit the “You Can Help” section on the 
SUPC website to learn more. Sponsorship opportunities for 
the website and the planning council’s electronic and print 
newsletters are also available. Visit the electronic newsletter 
page for information or to sign up. 

Recycled information—Recycling pickup in the Summit-
University neighborhood is conducted every Wednesday. Re-
cyclable material should be at the curb by 7:00 a.m. For infor-
mation, call the Recycling Hotline at 651-222-7678.

Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Organizer hired—Kathy Carruth has been hired as the 
Highland District Council’s new community organizer. 
Carruth is a Highland Park resident who grew up and attend-
ed school in the neighborhood. Her background is in business 
and finance, and she has been an active volunteer and leader 
in local school, church, youth athletics and other activities. 
She brings to the position extensive experience in organiz-
ing, event planning, volunteer coordination and fundraising. 
As community organizer she will work with the HDC board 
to address planning, development, transportation, crime, city 
services and other concerns. She succeeds Georgia Dietz, who 
took a leave of absence from the board last September to fill 
the position on a temporary basis.

Special board meeting—The HDC will hold a special 
board meeting at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 29, at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy., to discuss the state of the 
community council’s finances. Discussions are on-going with 
the IRS, the 2007 budget cycle is almost over and talks are be-
ing held with city officials regarding the use of unspent city 
grant money from 2007 to help pay the taxes owed.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee meeting 
with city traffic engineer Paul St. Martin at 7:00 p.m. Mon-
day, January 28, at the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy.; and Executive Committee meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, January 31, at Hillcrest.

District Council News
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St. Francis-St. James
United School

Open Houses During Catholic School Week
Each School Day January 28 thru February 1, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Round-up Wed. January 30th, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

651-228-1167
486 View St., St. Paul, MN 55102

www.sf-sj.org
Call for further information and/or appointment to visit

Small classroom environment — experienced
staff — an inviting neighborhood school

Mandarin Chinese Immersion • Rigorous Academic Curriculum
Global Perspective • Small School Environment
Bring your children to an open house to
experience an immersion classroom session!
    Saturday, January 26th, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
    Saturday, February 9th, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Or call now for a personal tour!

Bilingual • Bicultural • Mandarin Chinese Elementary School

A tuition-free public school

651-379-4112
www.yinghuaacademy.org

CHINESE IMMERSION!
  Give the Gift of Language

1355 Pierce Butler Route  •  St. Paul, MN  55104

Education

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Founded 95 years ago as a high 
school that emphasized Bible 
and business studies, Min-

nehaha Academy has made huge 
strides since it purchased the former 
Breck School campus at 4200 West 
River Pkwy. in 1981 and added a 
program there for pre-kindergarten 
through grade 8.

Minnehaha’s Lower and Middle 
Schools are located a mile south 
of the high school, and they are in 
the midst of a $12 million renova-
tion that will give the two campuses 
a unified appearance. The project 
will also bring the South Campus 

into the 21st century with the latest 
technology in education and energy 
efficiency. 

The South Campus currently en-
rolls nearly 600 students. Its original 
building was constructed in 1956 
and it was “tired,” according to Mid-
dle School principal Dean Erickson. 
Upgrades were needed in plumbing, 
electricity and handicapped accessi-
bility, he said.

When the project is completed 
later this year, the Lower and Middle 
Schools will have a Georgian brick 
exterior and clock tower similar in 
appearance to the high school’s up 
the road. In addition to new en-
ergy-efficient heating, air condi-

tioning, lighting and windows, the 
project will give the South Campus 
two new art rooms and a choral and 
orchestra rehearsal room. The ad-
ministrative offices and more than 
half of the classrooms are also being 
renovated. 

The new technology is impres-
sive, according to Kathy Johnson, 
Minnehaha’s director of develop-
ment. The classrooms have been 
outfitted with Promethean boards, 
an interactive teaching tool that en-
courages creativity in students and 
allows teachers to monitor their stu-
dents’ understanding of lesson con-
cepts almost instantly.

Some teachers, on seeing the 
renovated classrooms for the first 
time, were overwhelmed, according 
to Johnson. “They had tears, in their 
eyes,” she said. “It was just lovely.”

Johnson was familiar with the 
need for renovation. She helped 
establish Minnehaha’s kindergar-
ten program in 1985 and served as 
principal of the Lower School before 
becoming the development director 
four years ago.

The task force that planned the 
renovation project began meeting 
in 2003 and immediately identified 
parking and traffic flow as a major 
concern. “We draw students from 
all corners of the Twin Cities, and 

we have a lot of them whose par-
ents drive them to school,” Erickson 
said. “School buses were parked in 
the same lot as cars. Children were 
walking between parked and mov-
ing cars to get to their buses.” A new 
parking lot and a new route for cars 
dropping off and picking up chil-
dren have improved both safety and 
efficiency.

But perhaps the most significant 
component of the project is the new 
chapel. Integrating religious faith 
into all aspects of education has 
been Minnehaha Academy’s pri-
mary focus all along, Johnson said, 
and the task force was firm in its 
conviction that a prominent chapel 
was necessary. Though Minnehaha 
is owned by the Northwest Confer-
ence of the Evangelical Covenant 
Church, its students come from all 
denominations of Christian faith as 
well as other religions.

The chapel should be ready by 
Easter Sunday, March 23, and wor-
ship services will then move out of 
the basement where they have been 
held for years.

“The students are excited about 
the changes in general,” said Charice 
Deegan, the Lower School principal. 
“With school in session, it’s been 
fun for the students to be a part of 
the project. It’s been a great learning 

experience for them.”
The capital campaign that is pay-

ing for the project designated $10 
million for renovation of the origi-
nal building and construction of the 
chapel. Another $1 million, which is 
expected to be raised by March, will 
be used to renovate the academy’s 
ice arena. The final $1 million will 
be used to bolster the school’s en-
dowment. 

Raising $12 million has been a 
challenge in the current economy, 
Johnson said. Compounding the 
challenge was the fact that most of 
Minnehaha’s alumni did not attend 
the Lower or Middle Schools. How-
ever, the capital campaign has suc-
ceeded in raising nearly $8 million 
to date, and a group of alumni re-
cently established a challenge grant, 
offering to match any additional do-
nations up to $750,000.

“Our school is unique,” Johnson 
said. “The academics are rigorous, 
and 99 percent of our kids go on to 
college. The way we integrate faith 
into learning affects every aspect of 
their lives. They come out of Min-
nehaha Academy well prepared for 
college and with a strong sense of 
the need to serve others.”

A formal dedication of the newly 
renovated South Campus is sched-
uled for October 5.

Minnehaha 
makeover 
Academy spends $12 million 
to rebuild its South Campus in 
the image of its North Campus 

Minnehaha Middle School principal Dean Erickson follows the progress on the new South Campus chapel.

Work continues on the new entry and commons area on Minnehaha 
Academy’s South Campus.  Photos by Brad Stauffer
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unleash something powerful

conquer something complicated

become something great

Mounds Park Academy is an independent, PreK–12 college preparatory school
where rigorous academic challenges are infused with ingenuity and joy.  At MPA we kindle
curiosity.  We inspire ideals. And we ignite every student’s potential.
What’s possible for your one-of-a-kind child? Let’s spark something and find out.

moundsparkacademy
S O M E T H I N G

JOIN US FOR OUR WINTER OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2008, 1:00–3:30PM

2051 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN • 651.748.5577 • www.moundsparkacademy.org

Pilates:
• Increases flexibility,

strength & stamina
• Flattens abdominals
• Decreases

back pain
• Reduces stress
• Improves posture

& balance

Reformer
Privates
Duets
Small Groups

tytyt ,y,y
mina

alala s

Reformer

Special!
8-Week Program

Call for details.

In Balance
            Pilates Studio

 651-645-5542
 1679 Selby Ave.

My child has been 
identified as gifted.

Now what? How do I
choose the best options for 

my child and family?

Capitol Hill
Gifted and Talented

Magnet School
a Saint Paul Public School

Challenging Academically
Gifted Learners in a Diverse

School Community
Open House

Junior High  February 21
at 6:30 pm

Elementary  March 3
at 6:30 pm

560 Concordia Avenue
Enter the Blue Doors

For Info Call 651-325-2500
www.capitolhill.spps.org

By Sue Lee

Allison and Mike Cramer, 
founders of the All 12 Notes 
music school, are helping 

more and more students of all ages 
learn and appreciate music. The 
school takes its name from the 12 
notes of the chromatic scale. 

All 12 Notes opened in January 
2005 at the corner of Cleveland and 
Randolph avenues, but after grow-
ing to more than 100 students tak-
ing private lessons and nearly 30 
students enrolled in each group 
class, the school recently moved to 
larger quarters at 2075 Ford Pkwy. 
in Highland Village. The lower-level 
space, which previously housed the 
Highland Life Care Center, now has 
a waiting area, a large room for Kin-
dermusik classes and three music 
studios for private lessons.

Kindermusik classes are offered 
to children up to age 7 as well as 
their parents. “Kindermusik is heav-
ily based on the Orff-Schulwerk ap-
proach while using aspects of other 
approaches, including Kodaly, Su-
zuki and Dalcroze,” said Allison, 
who lives in Minneapolis’ Longfel-
low neighborhood. “Using the Orff-
Schulwerk approach, students are 
actively engaged in music through 
playing, singing, moving and speak-
ing. Rhythm is highly emphasized, 
as it is the basic element of music.” 

Kindermusik is based on the be-
lief that every child is musical, that 
the parent is the child’s most impor-
tant teacher, and that the home is 
the most effective learning environ-
ment, she said.  

All 12 Notes offers six Kinder-

musik classes ranging from Kin-
dermusik Village for children ages 
newborn to 1½ and their parents, 
to Kindermusik Young Child for 
children ages 5-7. A Sign & Sing 
class for children ages 6 months 
to 3 years and their parents will be 
offered during the next semester, 
which begins January 28. The focus 
will be on language development 
through sign language in the con-
text of music and movement. 

“Improvising and composing 
music are also central to our ap-
proach,” Allison said. “I use the 
same approach in teaching Kinder-
musik and in teaching my private 
piano students.” 

One of those students, 9-year-old 
Rebecca Lindholm, has been taking 
private piano lessons from Allison 
for the past year. She was sitting in 
the reception area of All 12 Notes 

with her mom, Lynne, waiting for 
older sister Rachel to finish her pi-
ano lesson. Rachel has been taking 
lessons for 21/2 years. 

While she was there, Rebecca 
signed up to perform in the next 
All 12 Notes showcase, which are 
held monthly at Coffee Bene coffee 
house on Cleveland and Grand av-
enues. “My sister and I played a duet 
at the last showcase,” she said. 

The showcases give All 12 Notes 
students the opportunity to perform 
in public. “Students enjoy hearing 
other students play while their fam-
ilies enjoy the opportunity to gather 
and share in the community of mu-
sic,” Allison said. The next showcase 
will feature student performances at 
6:00 and 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9. All 12 Notes students also 
perform at an annual spring recital. 

In addition to piano, All 12 Notes 

offers lessons in electric bass, man-
dolin, and electric and acoustic gui-
tar. Lessons are offered in half-hour 
or hour blocks. Blues guitar and 
swing guitar classes are currently 
being offered for all ages. On the 
second and fourth Mondays of the 
month there is a free flat-picking 
jam. 

The cost for private lessons varies 
with instructor, but generally aver-
ages $25 per half-hour session. Kin-
dermusik classes range from $150 
to $250 for 10 to 15 sessions per 
semester. Students may begin les-
sons or classes at any point during 
the semester. 

Allison described the All 12 Notes 
faculty as “exceptional instructors 
who genuinely care about their stu-
dents and promote lifelong enjoy-
ment of music.” 

Allison has a bachelor’s degree in 

music education from the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa (UNI) and 
is now working toward a master of 
arts in music education at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas. She has been 
teaching beginning and intermedi-
ate piano and French horn for nine 
years. 

Her husband Mike teaches gui-
tar, mandolin and electric bass. He 
also has a bachelor’s degree in music 
from UNI and was previously an 
adjunct guitar instructor at Grin-
nell College. He has shared the stage 
with or opened for such performers 
as B.B. King, Debbie Duncan and 
the JazzMN Big Band.

Vladan Milenkovic, a pianist and 
composer, teaches piano at All 12 
Notes. He received classical train-
ing from a young age and played in 
a jazz trio in the former Yugoslavia 
before receiving a scholarship to 
study at Berklee College of Music in 
Boston. He recently completed his 
master’s degree at UNI and is cur-
rently on the faculty of Augsburg 
College

Anna Haugen, who teaches 
piano, has a degree in elementary 
education with a minor in music 
from the University of Minnesota-
Morris. She has taught piano for five 
years and has served as a substitute 
elementary school music teacher. 

Becky Hanson also teaches piano 
and has a bachelor’s degree in music 
performance from St. Cloud State 
University. She has performed with 
the St. Cloud Symphony, the Far-
go-Moorhead Symphony and the 
Mid-America Wind Ensemble. She 
is also a member of the local rock 
group Atomic Flea. 

Samantha Rosenthal, 7, practices 
piano with Becky Hanson at All 
12 Notes school. Above, Allison 
Cramer teaches preschoolers  
using a doll to show rhythm. 

Photos by Anne Brandrud

Parents will have a chance to explore 
which schools might best meet the 
needs of their children in the coming 

weeks when local school districts host infor-
mational fairs and open houses. 

In St. Paul, parents shopping for schools 
can learn about the many choices available to 
them by attending the 2008 Parent Informa-
tion Fair from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
February 2, in Roy Wilkins Auditorium at St. 

Paul RiverCentre. 
All regular St. Paul public schools, as well as 

many charter, private and parochial schools, 
will be represented at the fair. Information 
also will be available about early childhood 
education, English Language Learner pro-
grams, programs for gifted students and spe-
cial education services. Parents will be able to 
talk with staff regarding the school selection 
process and how to complete an application 

form. Interpreters will be available.
The fair is free and preregistration is not 

required. Free parking with shuttle service to 
the fair will be available at Sears, 425 Rice St., 
and at the school district’s headquarters, 360 
Colborne St.

The application deadline for attending pub-
lic schools in St. Paul next year is February 29 
for secondary schools and March 7 for el-
ementary schools. For information, call 651-

767-8101 or visit www.spps.org.
Minneapolis families with children enter-

ing kindergarten or changing schools through 
grade 8 next fall are required to fill out a school 
request card by February 29. High school re-
quests were due by January 15. Call Student 
Placement Services at 612-668-1840.

In Mendota Heights and the rest of School 

All 12 Notes is instrumental in teaching love of music

Open houses help parents make smart choice on area schools

open houses c17
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go further.

Twin Cities
German

Immersion
School

now enrolling!
651-492-7106

Bilingual
children

Key Characteristics
• Challenging Academics 
• International Perspective
• Small Class Sizes
• Tuition Free Charter School
• Kindergarten to Fourth Grade

www.germanschool-mn.org

District 197, an open house for students plan-
ning to attend Sibley High School will be held 
in the next few weeks. Middle school infor-
mation nights and kindergarten open houses 
also will be held from now through spring. 
Call 651-681-2307.

Following is a list of the open houses and 
kindergarten roundups yet to come:

ST. PAUL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Secondary

Capitol Hill Magnet, 560 Concordia Ave. 
Showcase for grades 7-8 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 21. Call 651-325-2500.

Central Senior, 275 N. Lexington Pkwy. 
Showcase from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 6. Call 651-632-6000.

Highland Park Junior, 975 S. Snelling Ave. 
Showcase from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
February 4. Call 651-293-8950. 

Highland Park Senior, 1015 S. Snelling 
Ave. Showcase from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, February 7. Call 651-293-8940.

Monroe A+ Arts, 810 Palace Ave. New 
program in ’08. For grades 7-8 showcase in-
formation, call the school at 651-293-8690.

Ramsey Junior, 1700 Summit Ave. Show-
case from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 7. Call 651-293-8860.

Elementary
Adams Spanish Immersion, 615 S. 

Chatsworth St. Open house from 4:30 to 6:00 
p.m. Tuesday, February 12. Kindergarten ori-
entation at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, May 1. Call 
651-298-1595.

Benjamin E. Mays, 560 Concordia Ave. 
Open house at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 28. Kindergarten orientation at 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 13. Call 651-325-2400.

Capitol Hill Magnet, 560 Concordia Ave. 
Open house at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 3. 
Call 651-325-2500.

Expo for Excellence, 540 S. Warwick St. 
Open house from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
February 7. Kindergarten orientation from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 8. Call 651-
290-8384.

Four Seasons A+, 340 Colborne St. Open 
house at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, February 7. Pre-
K and kindergarten roundup at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 29. Call 651-290-7595.

Groveland Park, 2045 St. Clair Ave. Open 
house and kindergarten orientation from 6:00 
to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 28. Call 651-
293-8760.

Highland Park, 1700 Saunders Ave. Open 
house from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, Febru-
ary 12. Kindergarten orientation from 4:30 to 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 23. Call 651-293-
8770.

Homecroft, 1845 Sheridan Ave. Options 
for new programming will be determined by 
this spring. Call 651-293-8955. 

Horace Mann, 2001 Eleanor Ave. Open 
house from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7. Kindergarten orientation at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 24. Call 651-293-8965.

J.J. Hill Montessori, 998 Selby Ave. Open 
house from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7. Call  651-293-8720.

Linwood A+, 1023 Osceola Ave. New pro-
gram at two campuses in ’08. See Monroe for 
upper grades. Open house (grades K-3 or K-
4) from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 
21. New student orientation from 6:00 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 22. Call 651-293-6606.

Longfellow Humanities, 318 Moore St. 
Open house from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Thurs-
day, February 28. Kindergarten orientation 
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 15. Call 
651-293-8725.

Monroe A+ Arts, 810 Palace Ave. New 
program in ’08. See Linwood for lower grades. 
Open house (grades 4-8 or 5-8) from 6:00 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 20. New stu-
dent orientation from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 22. Call 651-293-8690.

Museum Magnet, 560 Concordia Ave. 
Open house at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 
12. Kindergarten orientation at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 20. Call 651-325-2600.

Randolph Heights, 348 S. Hamline Ave. 
Open house at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 
19. Kindergarten orientation at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 27. Call 651-293-8780.

Webster Magnet, 707 Holly Ave. Open 
house at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, February 7. Kin-
dergarten orientation from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8. Call 651-293-8625.

K-12 schools
Bridge View (special education), 360 Col-

borne St. Open house from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 29. To arrange a tour, call 651-
293-8640.

St. Paul Open, 90 S. Western Ave. Second-
ary and elementary open house from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. Thursday, February 7. Kindergarten 
orientation from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 15. Call 651-293-8670.

CHARTER SCHOOLS
Avalon School, 1745 University Ave. Open 

houses for grades 7-12 at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
February 9, and at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 
29, and Wednesday, February 27. Call 651-
649-5495.

16b open houses

open houses c18
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Mon., Feb. 4
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

• Band program

tutoring

   Classes and Spanish
Immersion

Kindergarten Info Night, Thursday, Feb. 7th @ 6:30 pm

Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398
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Elegant Selections
  • Romantic Jewelry
  • Extraordinary
    Cards & Gifts

Cyber Village Academy, 1336 Energy Park 
Drive. Open house from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 13. Call 651-523-7170. 

Great River School, 1326 Energy Park 
Drive. Open house for Montessori grades 7-
12 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, January 
24. Call 651-305-2780, ext. 103.

Nova Classical Academy, 1668 Montreal 
Ave. Admission event for grades K-8 at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, February 7; and for grades 6-8 
at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, February 23, at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 4, and at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 10. Call 651-227-8622.

Twin Cities Academy, 426 Osceola Ave. 
Open houses for high school program at 10:00 
a.m. Saturday, January  26, and at  7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 5; and for middle school 
program at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 19. 
Call 651-205-4797.

Twin Cities German Immersion, 1399 
Eustis St. Information sessions from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Sundays, January 27 and February 
17, and from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7. Call 651-492-7106.

Yinghua Academy, 1355 Pierce Butler 
Route, the first Chinese immersion elemen-
tary school in the Midwest. Informational ses-
sion from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, February 
9. Call 651-379-4112.

DISTRICT 197 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Henry Sibley Senior High, 1897 Delaware 

Ave., Mendota Heights. Ninth-grade open 
house and registration at 6:00 p.m. Monday, 
February 4. Call 651-681-2351.

Friendly Hills Middle School, 701 Men-
dota Heights Road, Mendota Heights. Parent 
information session for incoming 5th-graders 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 15. Call 651-905-
4100.

Heritage Middle School, 121 W. Butler 
Ave., West St. Paul. Information nights at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, April 1-3. 
Call 651-905-4000.

Garlough Elementary, 1740 Charlton St., 
West St. Paul. Kindergarten open house from 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 23. 
Call 651-405-2673.

Mendota Elementary, 1979 Summit Lane, 
Mendota Heights, Kindergarten open house 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, January 29. Call 651-
405-2451.

Moreland Elementary, 217 W. Moreland 
Ave., West St. Paul. Kindergarten open house 
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 31. 
Call 651-405-2531.

Pilot Knob Elementary, 1436 Lone Oak 
Road, Eagan. Kindergarten open house from 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 27. 
Call 651-405-2788.

Somerset Elementary, 1355 Dodd Road, 
Mendota Heights. Kindergarten open house 
from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 5. 
Call 651-405-2631.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Friends School of Minnesota, 1365 Engle-

wood Ave. Open house from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 5. Call 651-917-0636.

Highland Catholic, 2017 Bohland Ave. 
Kindergarten roundup at 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
February 5. Call 651-690-2477.

17b open houses
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First-graders work on a project at Yinghua 
Academy charter school.
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Content
that Matters,

Results
that Show!

NOVA CLASSICAL ACADEMY

Nova is a nurturing,
small school with an
academically
accelerated classical
curriculum that offers
a rigorous, systematic,
challenging, college-
preparatory education.
Currently K-8,
expanding to high
school in 2009.  

Top-rated
academic
results.

NOW RECRUITING FOR FALL OF 2008.
Enhance your child’s Middle School years: explore our
quality School of Logic for students in grades 6-8!

DISCOVER CLASSICAL EDUCATION in a charter public school.

ADMISSION EVENTS:
•Thurs., Feb. 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  (K-8)
•Sat., Feb. 23, 9:00-11:00 a.m. (grade 6-8)
•Tues., March 4, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  (grade 6-8)
•Thurs., April 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m. (grade 6-8)

GUIDED TOURS (call for appointment):
Tuesdays-Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

1668 Montreal Avenue • Saint Paul, MN  55116

www.novaclassical.org • 651.227.8622

Pacific Intercultural Exchange is seeking local families to 
host foreign high school students for the upcoming semester. 
The students speak English, have their own spending money, 
and carry accident and health insurance. Families may claim 
a $50 per month deduction on their itemized tax returns for 
each month they host a sponsored student. Call 1-866-546-
1402. 

World Heritage Student Exchange is seeking families to host 
high school students from Europe, Asia and Mexico during 
the 2008-2009 school year. Call Bonnie Miley at 952-423-3597 
or visit www.world-heritage.org.
The Experimental College of the Twin Cities is offering its 
fourth semester of free and open classes on topics ranging 
from capoeira to global warming. Classes typically meet once 
a week on evenings or weekends, and will take place all over 
the Twin Cities. Register by visiting www.EXCOtc.org or at-
tending an EXCO informational session from noon to 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, January 26, in Room 303 at Coffman Union, 
300 Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis; or from 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Saturday, February 2, in the second floor atrium at the 
Macalester College Campus Center, 1600 Grand Ave. For in-
formation, call 651-696-8010 or e-mail excotc@gmail.com.
Continuing education classes sponsored by St. Paul Col-
lege will begin soon. There are openings in “Your Speakeasy: 
Presentation and Sales Skills” from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 5, at the UAW-Ford-MnSCU Training Center on 
Ford Parkway and Mount Curve Blvd. ($74); “Parenting Your 
Parent” from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, February 14, at St. 
Paul College Campus, 317 Marshall Ave, ($29); “Introduction 
to Indoor Rock Climbing” from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 19, at Vertical Endeavors, 845 Phalen Blvd. ($65); 
“Introduction to Kettlebells” from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, February 23, at the UAW-Ford-MnSCU Training Cen-
ter ($39); and “Beginning Russian” from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Saturdays, February 23-May 3 at St. Paul College ($89).Call 
651-846-1800 or visit training.saintpaul.edu.
Mendota Elementary School, 1979 Summit Lane, Mendota 
Heights, is offering preschool story hours from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. every Wednesday in the school library. Storyteller Sara 
Waters enhances the stories with rhymes, singing, autoharp 
and violin music. Children will be treated to puppet friends 
and have fun learning numbers and letters. The themes for the 
next three weeks is “Words” on January 23, “Body” on January 
30 and “Farm” on February 6. Call Nancy Schwartz at 651-
405-2851 or visit www.isd197.org.

School Notes

Holy Spirit, 515 S. Albert 
St. Kindergarten roundup at 
1:00 or 6:00 pm. Wednesday, 
January 30. Middle School 
open house from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. Thursday, February 7. 
Call 651-698-3353.

Minnehaha Academy. 
Open house for preschool-
8th grade at 6:45 p.m. Thurs-
day, February 21, at the South 
Campus, 4200 W. River 
Pkwy., Minneapolis. Call 
612-728-7756.

Minnesota Waldorf, 70 E. 
County Road B. Preschool 
and kindergarten open hous-
es from 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Saturdays, February 23 and 
April 26. Information event 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 13. Call 651-487-
6700.

Mounds Park Academy, 
2051 Larpenteur Ave. E. 
Open house from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. Sunday, February 
10. Call 651-748-5577.

Nativity, 1900 Stanford 
Ave. Open house from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. Thursday, Janu-
ary 31. Call 651-699-1311.

St. Francis-St. James 
United, 486 View St. Open 
houses from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. the week of January 28-
February 1. Kindergarten 
roundup from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Wednesday, Janu-
ary 30. Call 651-228-1167.

St. Paul Academy and 
Summit School. Open 
houses on Sunday, January 
27, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. for 
the Lower School (K-5), 1150 
Goodrich Ave., and from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. for the Up-
per and Middle Schools (6-
12), 1712 Randolph Ave. Call 
651-698-2451.

St. Mark’s 1983 Dayton 
Ave. Kindergarten roundup 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Janu-
ary 24. Call 651-644-3380.

St. Thomas Academy, 
949 Mendota Heights Road, 
Mendota Heights. Entrance 
exams for middle schoolers 
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, January 
26. Call 651-454-4570.

St. Thomas More, 1065 
Summit Ave. Open house 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, January 31. Kindergar-
ten story hour at 1:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 8. Call 651-
224-4836.

Talmud Torah of St. Paul, 
768 S. Hamline Ave. Pre-
school open house at 10:00 
a.m. Sunday, February 24. 
Call 651-698-8807.

Visitation, 2455 Visita-
tion Drive, Mendota Heights. 
Open house for the Middle 
School (grades 6-8) at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, January 23. 
Call 651-683-1700.

Editor’s note: Earlier open 
houses were listed in the previ-
ous issue of the Villager.
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Gillisa mckiernan
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mary mcnaney
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For A CAreer in reAl estAte CAll

personalized mentor program

hiGhland park
651-698-2481

crocus hill
651-227-9144

GreAt 4-Bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $449,900

eAsy livinG
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and 
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral 
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage 
too! 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $159,500

CroCus Hill vAlue
This 3-BR home features a totally updated kitchen, new 
furnace & central air, newer roof, fresh carpet and paint, 
2-car garage! Ideally located in the heart of Crocus Hill. 
Walk to Grand Ave., Linwood A+ School, St. Paul Tennis 
Club. 997 Osceola Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $224,900

HeArt oF HiGHlAnd
Don't miss this lovely home just blocks from the center of 
Highland Park. First floor family room, cozy fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen and newer mechanicals. 1843 Bohland.

joan johnson
651-282-9626

Premiere oFFerinG!
Sunny & bright 2-bedroom, 2-bath top floor unit boasts 
private owner's suite, inviting porch, 2 stalls heated park-
ing! 1860 Eagle Ridge.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $189,000

eAGAn mAsterPieCe!
Exquisite 4-bedroom, 4-bath, quiet cul-de-sac location. 
Main floor family room, private owner's suite, walkout to 
decks, pool! 1631 Mallard. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $375,000

eAGle Point!
Gracious 2-bedroom, 2-bath condominium in a choice 
complex, ideal for entertaining. Heated garage, inground 
pool+++ 1830 Eagle Ridge.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,900

your Best vAlue!
Larger than you think! Spacious 3-bedroom, 2-bath, coun-
try kitchen, formal dining. Lovely hardwood floors, porch, 
garage! 639 Warwick. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $254,500

time to invest – duPlex
What a great time to buy – rates are down. Owner is 
motivated – a lot! Super 1 & 2-BR units with huge kitch-
ens, new furnaces & newer 2-story garage. Of course nat. 
wdwk. & floors!

Gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $189,900

GorGeous river & skyline views
from this immaculate 1+ BR, 2-bath condo in all-brick 
bldg. featuring indoor pool, party room, workshop, bil-
liards, library & more. Large eat-in kitchen, fireplace, lots of 
upgrades. Walkout from 4-season porch.

Gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $199,900

Just tHe Cutest – old & new world
2-BR, 2-story on lovely fenced, landscaped, oversized lot 
in quaint little pocket just north of St. Thomas and east 
of Town & Country Club. New furnace, bath, eat-in kit. & 
pantry, remilled woodwork.

Gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $249,900

steAl tHis Home! oPen 1-4
Sunday, January 27. Must see this totally gutted and 
redone 4-BR, 3+ bath with gorgeous gourmet kit. & 2-
room master suite on super wooded lot in Ivy Falls! NEW 
everything top to bottom, in and out, must see!

Gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $699,000

Premiere oFFerinG!
Absolutely adorable 3-bedroom gem in a most convenient 
location! Enjoy updated kitchen, gleaming hardwood, 
fenced yard! 1987 Sheridan.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $219,900

exCePtionAl vAlue!
297 Hamline Ave. S.: Immaculate 3-BR with gleaming 
hardwood floors, new kitchen cabinets, new windows, 
updated bath, attractive brick fireplace, and a delightful 
front porch. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $239,900

one oF A kind!
1775 Hillcrest: Stunning "Streamline Moderne" style in 
beautiful condition. It offers fabulous entertaining spaces 
with 2-story vaulted ceiling, 2 BRs, 3 baths and 2 fire-
places. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $699,900

APArtment BuildinG
2145 McKnight Rd.: 12-unit apartment building with little 
or no vacancy. Excellent condition, 13 detached garages, 
coin op laundry. Call for income and expenses. www.
JimBurtonGroup.com

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $789,000

exquisite exeCutive Home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyerr sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently land-
scaped private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panor-
maic view of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

ultrA-soPHistiCAted CArriAGe House
New carriage house condo w/chic styling & maintenance-
free living. 2 BRs, 2 baths, & exotic wdwk. Thoughtful 
design, superb craftsmanship & rich architectural detail. 
449 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $695,000

w.C. riley mAnsion
2-BR, 2-bath condo w/both turn-of-the-century charm & 
urban sophistication. Hdwd. floors, AC & a wood-burn-
ing FP. Fascinating spaces & huge windows! 143 Nina 
St. #4.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $295,000

BeAutiFul CAtHedrAl Hill Condominium
This sunny and bright condo has been completely restored. 
Features include 3 BRs, 2 baths and 1-car garage. You'll 
love the 10-foot ceilings, huge windows, hardwood floors 
and wonderfully updated kitchen. 406 Laurel.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $375,000

turn-key Condition!
Everything has been done. New electrical, plumbing, roof, 
kitchen, bathroom. It has it all been done. Custom-built 
maple cabinets. All for under $190,000. For info call Dick. 
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $189,900

GreAt vAlue!
Everything is done. New furnace, water heater, kitchen, 
bathroom. Truly move-in condition. All for under $180,000.
For info call Tom. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $179,900

GreAt stArter!
This 2-BR, 2-bath home is located in the heart of 
Mac-Groveland. It has been very well maintained and 
is one of the best values in town. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $179,900

new on mArket! $275k
1376 Hartford: 4 BRs, 3 baths, 2-car garage, lots of 
space and storage. Close to Cretin Derham, east of 
Snelling. www.JanLarson.com

jan larson
952-435-4259 • $275,000

All tHis House @ 1717
Jefferson. 5 BRs, 2 baths, natural wdwk., hardwood floors 
(redone), lower level rec room, maintenance-free exterior, 
large front porch. Garden, fenced yard.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $319,000

FACe eAst or west–tHese Are tHe Best!
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, guest suite, library, 
exercise room. #1106 is 1,330 sq. ft. w/2 BRs and 2 
baths, a huge LR, formal DR, facing west, for $149,900. 
Unit 1212 is 960 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 1 bath, a spacious LR, 
formal DR, facing east, reduced to $99,900.

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $149,900 & $99,900

move riGHt in!
1900 Sargent Ave. is a spectacular 3-BR, 2+ story stucco 
home w/cozy LR fireplace, formal DR w/corner cabinets, 
nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor sunroom, wonderful 
eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage. Now at a reduced price!

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $485,000

one-level townHouse witH
Peek-out level finished. Everything you need on the main 
floor plus the bonus of a family room, 2 BRs and 3rd 
bath on the peek-out level. Attached 2-car garage. Call 
to see today.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $499,900

GreAt Buy in mAC-Grove!
1220 Wellesley Ave. is comfortable living at its best. 4 
BRs, 2 baths, natural wdwk., hardwood floors, a cozy 
living room, a formal dining room, a huge 1st floor family 
room, central air and a garage.

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $319,900

sPeCtACulAr!
997 Portland Ave. is an immaculate 3-story home with 
LR FP, formal DR, first floor FR, hdwd. floors, nat. wdwk. 
galore, third floor waiting to be finished. Remodeled kitch-
en and bath, newer roof and furnace. It is spectacular!

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $575,000

sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson joan johnson

Gary fabel Gary fabel Gary fabel Gary fabel

sarah kinney sarah kinney sarah kinney sarah kinney

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

jim burton jim burton jim burton

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

jim and sue
lindsay pat mcGill pat mcGill

jim and sue
lindsay

pat mcGill pat mcGill

jan larson

st. paul’s newest neighborhood!
Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday through 

Monday, Noon to 5. Private showings by 
appointment.

651-210-2462 • lovethyneighborhood.com

tom edelstein

tom edelstein

very well quAliFied Buyers CominG in 
town lAte FeBruAry

Excited to find the perfect upper bracket St. Paul 
home! Larger kitchen desired, willing to make 
updates throughout if needed.

Approximately 3,000 plus finished square feet.

Mac Groveland, Highland, Crocus Hill, Merriam 
Park, Ramsey Hill.

Your home does not have to be in selling condi-
tion! If you are at all considering selling, PLEASE 
call Kim Flanaghan today!

612-270-9099

95% sold
and moved in!

The Lowry Building | Est, 1911

Close-Out Pricing
Save up to $80k on Remaining 12 3 Condos!X

651.246.9442
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to see today.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $499,900

GreAt Buy in mAC-Grove!
1220 Wellesley Ave. is comfortable living at its best. 4 
BRs, 2 baths, natural wdwk., hardwood floors, a cozy 
living room, a formal dining room, a huge 1st floor family 
room, central air and a garage.

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $319,900

sPeCtACulAr!
997 Portland Ave. is an immaculate 3-story home with 
LR FP, formal DR, first floor FR, hdwd. floors, nat. wdwk. 
galore, third floor waiting to be finished. Remodeled kitch-
en and bath, newer roof and furnace. It is spectacular!

pat mcGill crs
651-695-4311 • $575,000

sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson joan johnson

Gary fabel Gary fabel Gary fabel Gary fabel

sarah kinney sarah kinney sarah kinney sarah kinney

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

jim burton jim burton jim burton

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

jim and sue
lindsay pat mcGill pat mcGill

jim and sue
lindsay

pat mcGill pat mcGill

jan larson

st. paul’s newest neighborhood!
Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday through 

Monday, Noon to 5. Private showings by 
appointment.

651-210-2462 • lovethyneighborhood.com

tom edelstein

tom edelstein

very well quAliFied Buyers CominG in 
town lAte FeBruAry

Excited to find the perfect upper bracket St. Paul 
home! Larger kitchen desired, willing to make 
updates throughout if needed.

Approximately 3,000 plus finished square feet.

Mac Groveland, Highland, Crocus Hill, Merriam 
Park, Ramsey Hill.

Your home does not have to be in selling condi-
tion! If you are at all considering selling, PLEASE 
call Kim Flanaghan today!

612-270-9099

95% sold
and moved in!

The Lowry Building | Est, 1911

Close-Out Pricing
Save up to $80k on Remaining 12 3 Condos!X

651.246.9442
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Come in to one of our six Sunrise Senior Living communities in the Twin
Cities metro area for a tour on February 9, and we’ll arrange to have a 

bouquet of roses delivered to your loved one. Meet our specially trained staff,
enjoy Valentine’s desserts and experience the social atmosphere that makes life
at a Sunrise Senior Living community so special.

Take a Tour for Roses*

Saturday, February 9 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Call the community nearest you today to schedule your appointment for a tour.
Let us know how we can help you meet the needs of a senior in your life.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Rosewood Estate of Highland Park 651-698-1111 750 Mississippi River Boulevard AL
Sunrise of Minnetonka 952-474-9155 18605 Old Excelsior Boulevard AL, ALZ
Sunrise of Golden Valley 763-522-4000 4950 Olson Memorial Highway AL, ALZ
Sunrise of Edina 952-927-8000 7128  France Avenue South AL, ALZ
Rosewood Estate of Roseville 651-482-1611 2750 North Victoria Street AL
Sunrise of Roseville 651-636-4800 2555 Snelling Avenue North AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living  ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

* Size and color of bouquet may vary. Another variety of flower may be 
substituted based on availability. Offer ends 2/9/08. Limit one bouquet per tour.

Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based

Community!
Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River.  Units include 10

meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.

$1,450+ monthly.
For infomation and/or appointment

call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,

laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.
651-696-8400 • www.franciscancare.org

call 651-696-8420 call 651-695-4100

Ask
About

Our Winter 

Special!

The following police calls were gathered from 
recent Community Watch reports provided by 
the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s Department. For 
more information, visit www.co.ramsey.mn.us/
sheriff/communitywatch.htm.

Highland Park
Robbery—Ethio Market on West Maynard 

Drive was robbed at gunpoint at about 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, December 26. The two sus-
pects fled before police arrived.

—Suspects entered Cooper’s SuperValu, 
2481 W. 7th, at about 6:45 a.m. Thursday, De-
cember 27, and tried to take money from the 
cash room, but fled empty-handed. 

Burglary—A house on the 1700 block of  
Field Avenue was entered on Wednesday, 
December 26. Neighbors found the rear door 
open. Police were unable to make contact 
with the owner of the house.

—The front door was pried open in an at-
tempted burglary at Taco Bell on West 7th 
and Davern streets between 3:30 and 7:30 
a.m. Monday, December 24.

Theft—More than 60 checks were stolen 
from a package that had been mailed to a 
home on the 1800 block of Highland Parkway 
between noon Thursday, December 20, and 
4:00 p.m. Friday, December 21.

—Surveillance cameras caught a suspect 
trying to steal a plasma TV from the commu-
nity room at Highland Pointe condominiums, 
1800 Graham Ave., at about 9:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, December 27.

—A TV was stolen from the lounge at River 
Crossing Apartments, 1735 Graham Ave., be-
tween 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. Monday, December 
31.

—The laundry room was forced open and 
cash was stolen from the money machine at 
Rockwood Place Apartments, 2259 Rock-
wood Ave., between 10:00 p.m. Sunday and 
6:00 a.m. Monday, December 30-31. 

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Pad Thai Grand Café, 1681 

Grand Ave., was robbed at gunpoint at about 
11:00 p.m. Saturday, December 22. Three 
male suspects entered through the rear door 
and threatened employees with a shotgun. 
The suspects fled with about $420 in cash.

Burglary— A rifle was stolen from a home 
between December 25-28 on the 100 block of 
South Snelling Avenue. 

Weapons—Neighbors called 911 to report 
a man with a gun near Fairview and James av-
enues at about 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 27. Police arrested two juveniles with BB 
guns. 

Miscellaneous—Someone damaged a 2000 
Lexus with a bat or club between 1:00 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. Friday, December 21, at Fairmount 
and Cretin avenues.

Merriam Park
Theft—A 20-year-old Merriam Park man 

was arrested in the lobby of an apartment 
complex on the 400 block of Herschel Street at 
about 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 26. He 
was wanted for auto theft and burglary. Sev-
eral stolen vehicles were found parked nearby. 
Witnesses told police they saw the suspect 
driving the stolen vehicles.

Assault—A 20-year-old man was arrested 
for assault on the 400 block of West Lynnhurst 
Avenue at about 11:30 p.m. Wednesday, De-
cember 19. He had fought with another ten-
ant in the building and then fought with po-
lice and spit on an officer. 

—Police arrested a 24-year-old Merriam 
Park man for assault and terroristic threats 
on the 400 block of North Fairview Avenue at 
about 11:00 p.m. Saturday, December 29. Sev-
eral tenants in the building were arguing over 
accusations of a child molestation when the 
suspect used a knife to assault another man.

Weapons—A juvenile dropped a hand-
gun in the street and a woman picked it up 
and refused to give it back to him on Snelling 

and University avenues at about 6:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, December 22. The boy assaulted the 
woman and forcibly took back the gun before 
fleeing on foot. 

Theft—A stereo and purse were stolen 
from a 1996 Plymouth Breeze at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas between 8:00 and 10:30 
a.m. Friday, December 21. A bank card had 
already been used at a nearby SuperAmerica 
by the time the theft was discovered. 

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A home on the 1500 block of 

Marshall Avenue was broken into around 7:00 
p.m. Friday, December 28.

—A Spider lift, valued at $16,000, was sto-
len from the garage at Painting by Nakasone, 
1509 Marshall Ave., between 5:00 p.m. Thurs-
day and 7:00 a.m. Friday, December 27-28.  

Summit Hill
Burglary— Several items were taken from 

a home that was broken into on the 900 block 
of Lombard Avenue between 9:30 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. Friday, December 21.

—A house on the 900 block of Lombard 
Avenue was broken into between 7:30 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 2. 

Robbery—Two men robbed two women of 
their purses at Summit Avenue and Victoria 
Street at about 5:15 p.m. Friday, December 21. 
The suspects were 20-30 years old and were 
wearing hooded sweatshirts and scarves or 
bandanas over their faces. 

Theft—A security camera was stolen from 
Saji-Ya, 695 Grand Ave., at about 6:30 a.m. 
Saturday, December 29.

Summit-University
Burglary—Electronic products were stolen 

from a  home that was broken into on the 800 
block of Laurel Avenue between 11:00 a.m. 
Monday and 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 
24-25. 

—Cash and a laptop computer were stolen 
from an apartment that was burglarized on 
the 800 block of Laurel Avenue  between 5:30 
p.m. Monday and 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, De-
cember 24-26. 

Robbery—A man was robbed of his wal-
let at gunpoint at Grotto and Selby avenues at 
about 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 20. The 
suspects fled on foot.

—Two suspects robbed a man at Dayton 
Avenue and Oxford Street at just after mid-
night Saturday, December 22. The suspects 
assaulted the man on the street and stole his 
cell phone. One of the suspects reportedly 
threatened to kill him. 

—Two suspects robbed a man at gunpoint 
at James J. Hill School, 998 Selby Ave., at about 
7:00 a.m. Monday, December 24. The sus-
pects were described 18-25 years old, 150-180 
pounds. One was wearing a navy blue jacket 
with brown fur on the hood and baggy jeans 
and displayed a handgun. The others was 
wearing a dark winter hat and a dark jacket. 

—A pedestrian was robbed at Selby Avenue 
and Dale Street at about 7:00 a.m. Monday, 
December 24.

—A man was robbed of his wallet at gun-
point at Avon Street and Selby Avenue at 
about 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 26.

Theft—A wallet and cell phone were taken 
from a vehicle at the Cathedral of St. Paul be-
tween noon and 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 25. 

West End
Robbery—Three young males used a 

handgun to rob Cooper’s SuperValu, 633 W. 
7th St., at about 7:45 a.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 27. About $100 in cash was taken.

Assault—Suspects assaulted a cab driver at 
Randolph Avenue and Milton Street at about 
9:30 p.m. Thursday, December 20. The sus-
pects refused to pay the fare and assaulted the 
cabbie when he protested. The suspects fled 
on foot before police arrived. 

Crime Report
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WWW.TRADITIONS.COM

MINNEAPOLIS
3052 Excelsior Blvd.

(612) 285-0356

NAPLES, FL
870 6th Ave. S.
(239) 213-1240

SAINT PAUL
1039 Grand Ave.
(651) 222-5253

FLOOR MODEL SALE!thru Jan 26

T R A D I T I O N S
C l a s s i c  H o m e  F u r n i s h i n g s

2583 W. 7th, St. Paul
651-699-4449

WINTER
WARMER

UPPER

$2.00
LATTE

Brevé & flavor extra. Offer 
valid Tuesdays through April.

Mention this ad and get a

16 oz.

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

Mon.–Thurs.: 10-8, Fri.: 10-6, Sat.: 10-5, Sun.: 1-5

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

Is You
At Twin Cities Eye

Specialists, we specialize
in helping you see your

best.

Whether you simply need an
eye exam for glasses or contact
lenses or if you have an eye
condition that requires medical or
surgical treatment, we are
committed to helping you achieve

your best results.

Considering Lasik? We offer the latest
in Lasik, including advanced wavefront

laser vision correction.

Any questions, call us. We’re here to help you!

Food

I hate to say I told you so,” my friend said in a tone that sug-
gested she very much relished the opportunity to tell me 
so. She was right, of course: I should’ve made reservations. 

But I got sidetracked and neglected to make the call. Besides, 
it was after noon in the middle of the week. How busy could 
Fabulous Fern’s Bar & Grill be?

Plenty busy, it turned out.
“I can seat you in the bar,” the hostess said.
I balked at first, recalling the days when the sports bar ad-

jacent to the restaurant was pretty smoky. For some reason, 
I keep forgetting that all bars are now smoke-free in Minne-
sota.

Though the well-appointed restaurant was packed with lo-
cal politicos and business people, the bar was relatively quiet, 
with only a few scattered couples and a handful of retirees 
playing backgammon. Our group of five raised the activity 
level a couple of notches.

According to the restaurant’s website, Fern’s took for its in-
spiration La Mome Bijou, or Miss Diamonds, the bejeweled 
Parisian barfly who is portrayed in a 1930s photograph by 
Brassai and who is said to have been the inspiration for Girau-
doux’s 1945 play The Madwoman of Chaillot.

Miss Diamonds’ life revolved around fine food and drink. 
To meet what may have been her expectations, Fern’s carries 
a vast array of libations and boasts a menu that combines “the 
ordinary with the unusual.”

My friends and I started with what we considered unusual 
and worked our way toward the ordinary.

For appetizers, we ordered the mussels ($9.25) and brus-
chetta ($7.95). I’m not a particularly big fan of shellfish, but 
the mussels steamed in sambuca (an aniseed-flavored liqueur) 
and white wine with red pepper flakes, red onion and tomato 
with basil, were prepared to perfection and not the least bit 
chewy. However, the big hit was the sauce. The wonderful ba-
sil sourdough French bread slices that accompanied the appe-
tizers quickly disappeared as everyone soaked up the slightly 

sweet and salty sauce and finished off the tomatoes.
The bruschetta was devoured with only slightly less enthu-

siasm. The ciabatta (an Italian white bread) with pesto, diced 
tomato, extra virgin olive oil and basil was grilled just right and 
had a wonderful flavor, although some at the table felt that the 
fresh parmesan piled on top should’ve been melted.

One of my companions ordered the composed salad with 
Thai peanut chicken ($8.95) off the regular menu. It featured 
a heaping plateful of Thai-spiced chicken and rice noodles on 
mixed greens dressed with peanut sauce and framed in mush-
rooms, radishes, tomatoes and green peppers. The mushrooms 
were a bit on the dry side, but that was the only quibble.

Also off the regular menu was the fettuccini with chicken 
($11.95), sautéed chicken, zucchini and mushrooms tossed in 
a garlic cream sauce. The large portion of pasta was appropri-
ately al dente, and the chunks of chicken were generous, but 
the cream sauce was a bit heavy and not particularly flavorful.

We also ordered from the special menu that changes every 
week, and none of us was disappointed. The shrimp and bacon 
salad ($10.95) came with a generous portion of large, moist, 
chilled shrimp and bacon with spinach tossed with sun-dried 
tomatoes, balsamic vinaigrette, croutons, hard-boiled eggs and 
cucumbers. Pretty as a picture.

The K.B. ($9.25), served with fries or a salad, consisted of 
pounded pork loin grilled and dipped in Fern’s kalbi sauce—a 
barbecue sauce traditionally made with soy sauce, sugar, gar-
lic, ginger, sesame oil and red and black pepper—with sautéed 
mushrooms and provolone cheese with a sweet and spicy 
mustard on an onion bun. If you like slightly gooey, tasty, pork 

sandwiches, this is right up your alley. I devoured half of it, 
then enjoyed the other half for lunch the next day.

The dusted wings ($9.25) were six whole deep-fried chick-
en wings, dusted with Cajun spice and served with a ranch 
and tangy orange mustard sauce. The skin was appropriately 
crunchy, the meat was juicy, the Cajun spice was just short of 
searingly hot and the tangy orange mustard sauce was great.

Our server forgot the chicken tortellini soup ($3.95), but 
brought it out immediately after she was reminded. It was a 
hearty, tasty stock, but I’m just taking my brother and sister-
in-law’s word for it, because they ate it all. No Christmas gift 
for them next year.

For dessert, we once again ordered off the special menu. The 
warm tiger brownie ($5.25) sat on what tasted like a layer of 
toasted coconut and was topped with chocolate caramel ca-
shew ice cream served with chocolate and caramel sauce. It 
was decadently delicious and provided each of us with at least 
one bite.

Next time I go to Fern’s, I want to try the Cajun meatloaf 
($10.95). I’m also hoping someone invites me to a party and 
serves Fern’s crab rangoons from the bar buffet menu ($3.95 
with a minimum order of 20).

It’s too easy to say that Fabulous Fern’s is, well, fabulous, 
but any restaurant entering its 17th year is obviously doing 
something right. Yes, it has a great location on Cathedral Hill’s 
restaurant row, but consistency is even more important. Fern’s 
keeps bringing people back with good food, a great presenta-
tion, efficient service and a comfortable menu that allows for 
some adventure.

Hot Dish
By Morgan Smith

A sampling of  
Fabulous Fern’s 
fare (clockwise 
from lower 
left): dusted 
chicken wings, 
bruschetta and 
composed salad 
with Thai peanut 
chicken.

photo by
janet hostetter

Fern’s is fabulous for 
all-around goodness
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By Barb Parisien

Barbara Kingsolver did it for a year in 
Virginia. Twin Cities Natural Food Co-
op members did it for two months at 

the height of the Minnesota harvest. I did it 
myself for much of last summer and fall.

By “it,” I mean eat local. It was easy. I simply 
walked out my back door, harvested lettuce, 
peppers, a carrot or two, onions, tomatoes—
whatever was in season—and supplemented 
the produce with a trip to the farmers’ market 
or local grocer. 

“Locavore,” or someone who eats locally 
grown food, was recently named Word of the 
Year for 2007 by the New Oxford American 
Dictionary. That convinced me to take the 
challenge and be a locavore in the dead of a 
Minnesota winter. 

It was 10 degrees below zero on January 2 
when I informed my husband, Lou, “We’re 
going to eat local for the next week.”

“What? We’ll starve!” 
“No,” I assured him. “You’ll be surprised 

how much local food we can find at this time 
of year. Besides, we can cheat a bit. Barbara 
Kingsolver cheated; she used coffee beans 
from South America.”

In the next few days, I drew up the rules 
and exceptions for our week-long experiment 
in eating local:

1. Lou and I would be allowed to finish the 
clementines I bought the previous week.

2. Our definition of “local” would include 
anything grown in Minnesota and its border-
ing states. There are locavores who adopt the 
100-Mile Diet, eating only items from within 
a 100-mile radius. Too strict for me in the 
winter. Then there’s the 250-Mile Diet. I could 
live with that, but there might be some tasty 
South Dakota bison I’d miss.

3. We’d aim for eating 80 percent local; four 
out of every five items should be doable.

4. We’d make an exception for coffee, spices, 
herbs and condiments.

What’s as important as eating local, accord-
ing to Joan Dye Gussow, author of This Or-
ganic Life, is using up, making do and cutting 
down. With Gussow’s blessing, then, I could 
use up the holiday goodies still in my refrig-
erator, make do with a bunch of months-old 
kale, cut down on tropical fruit and begin. 

If only I’d planted my garden last sum-
mer with more root vegetables and cabbage. 
If only I’d a root cellar like my grandparents. 
If only I’d frozen and canned more produce 

last fall. I did freeze pasta sauce, tomatoes 
and pesto from my garden. I canned salsa, 
cucumbers and beets. I froze several quarts 
of hand-picked strawberries. But that was 
it—pretty measly compared with the larder of 
my grandmother. 

Day 1: I trek to Mississippi Market, our 
local food co-op. Pushing a cart through the 
produce section, I ask Joe the manager how 
much of the produce is local at this time of 
year. He points out the beets, purple and 
gold turnips, celery root, black Spanish rad-
ishes, daikon radishes, potatoes, horseradish 
root, red onion, parsnips, red cabbage, mush-
rooms, Jerusalem artichokes and hydroponic 
lettuce. “That’s about it,” Joe says. “You’re bet-
ter off settling for produce from California at 
this time of year.”

I smile my thank-you, but California is 
against the rules. I then grab the items Joe 
pointed out, wondering what I’ll do with the 
ugly black Spanish radish, lumpy celery root 
and gnarly artichokes. It reminds me of the 
“stump the cook” segment on Lynne Ros-
setto Kasper’s radio show, in which callers list 
five items in their refrigerator and challenge 
Kasper to come up with an edible concoc-
tion.

Moving on with my grocery cart, I’m en-
couraged by the abundance of local dairy and 
meat products. I pick up organic eggs from the 
Larry Schultz Farm near Owatonna and fro-
zen berries from Sno-Pac of Minnesota. My 
favorite hot cereal comes from Whole Grain 
Milling of Welcome, Minnesota, and we have 
wild rice at home from the White Earth In-
dian Reservation, a round of bison summer 
sausage from Eichten’s near Center City, and 
baguettes from French Meadow Bakery in 
Minneapolis. 

I pick up a pound of ground beef from the 
Thousand Hills Cattle Company near Can-
non Falls and hydroponic lettuce from Labore 
Farms of Faribault. I then head home to thaw 
the pasta sauce I’d made with garden toma-
toes, peppers, onions, basil and carrots. To-
night, Lou and I will also finish off the Argen-
tine wine that a neighbor brought to our New 
Year’s party. Too many miles in that wine, but 
as Gussow says, we must use up. This won’t 
be bad at all.

Day 2: I boil water for our 8 Grain Cereal, 
to which I add hand-picked strawberries from 
the freezer and a splash of Wisconsin milk. At 
lunch, we use up the leftover hummus, bean 
dip and fruit from New Year’s. For dinner, I 

pull out a bag of kale that I harvested in No-
vember. I splash a bit of olive oil in a pan and 
add garlic, chopped onion and the chopped 
kale. I open a bag of frozen tomatoes and add 
rosemary, thyme oregano, white beans and 
chicken broth. I’m satisfied that at least eight 
of the 10 items in my soup meet my definition 
of local. 

Day 3: Breakfast today and much of the 
week is the 8 Grain hot cereal with frozen 
strawberries and Wisconsin milk. Lunch is 
leftover bean-kale soup. Tonight Lou and I 
celebrate our 34th wedding anniversary at the 
nearby Heartland restaurant, which features a 
Midwest cuisine made with ingredients from 
regional producers. My roasted beet salad at 
Heartland includes Wisconsin blue cheese 
and Iowa prosciutto. Lou’s romaine salad in-
cludes cheese from Illinois. My entrée is South 
Dakota bison ragout with heirloom potatoes, 
baby turnips, cipollini onion and Wisconsin 
button mushrooms. Lou’s lake trout comes 
from Michigan. His daikon radish slaw is 
from Minnesota.

Day 4 starts with a walk to the local coffee 
shop, our Saturday ritual. Between errands, I 
gulp a glass of cider from the local Hoch apple 
orchard and a couple of cranberry-orange 
scones from a mix made by Tea-dle-dee of St. 
Paul. Tonight we feast on Minnesota wild rice 
soup, a salad of red lettuce from Labore, a few 
slices of Spanish black radish and crumbled 
Wisconsin cheese. 

Day 5: Breakfast is local eggs with buck-
wheat pancakes and Wisconsin maple syrup. 
Today I figure out what to do with those Je-
rusalem artichokes and celery root. Deborah 
Madison’s Vegetarian Cooking for Everyone 
offers many possibilities, including her Win-
ter Vegetable Stew with Jerusalem artichokes, 
a rich broth that I enhance with a cup of dry 
red wine. 

Day 6: This evening, I sauté local red cab-

bage with Granny Smith apples (organic, but 
not local), a tablespoon of caraway seed and a 
splash of apple cider vinegar. To brown bas-
mati rice I add hot Italian-style sausage from 
Pastures-A-Plenty of Kerkhoven, Minnesota. 
I may be only 50 percent local today, but the 
meal is so good.

Day 7: I still have a pile of locally grown 
root vegetables to use. I could take the easy 
way out and make root soup, but I challenge 
myself with a five-course meal—the finale to 
my experiment—served with a celebratory 
Spanish champagne. For appetizers, I sauté 
Jerusalem artichokes with sunflower seeds 
and herbs. Then I sauté black Spanish rad-
ish and daikon radish in butter with shallots 
and herbs. I roast beets, turnips and parsnips. 
I also use the beets in a salad with hydroponic 
lettuce and Wisconsin cheese. I peel the celery 
root like an orange, then slice it and local red 
potatoes, top them with Wisconsin Gruyere 
cheese and pop the gratin in the oven. I thaw 
a package of Kadejan chicken tenders from 
Glenwood, Minnesota, roll the chicken in 
flour and braise it with mushrooms. A dish of 
Wisconsin cranberries adds a flash of crim-
son.

Preparing the five-course meal is a three-
hour marathon. “It’s not worth it,” Lou says. 

“It’s just an experiment,” I reply. “Tomorrow 
we can go back to eating imports.” 

But it isn’t true. We can’t go back. It has been 
a week of mindfulness. Though I may not have 
lived up to my 80 percent goal, I have thought 
seriously about the origin of every morsel that 
crossed my lips. When I go grocery shopping 
tomorrow, I won’t binge on tropical fruits. I’ll 
think about the truck loads, ship loads and 
plane loads of food circling the globe. Even in 
the dead of a Minnesota winter, one can find 
much local produce. I’ll just sneak in a clem-
entine now and then.

Winter staples 
for Minnesota 
“locavores,” the 
root vegetables 
(clockwise from 
upper left) daikon 
radish, celery root, 
beets, parsnips, red 
cabbage, Jerusalem 
artichokes, purple 
parsnips, black 
Spanish radish, 
more Jerusalem 
artichokes, red 
potatoes and gold 
turnips (in the 
middle).

Logging seven days as ‘locavores’ 
in the dead of a Minnesota winter

Lynn O. Ritter, Realtor with RE/MAX Results
will be contributing $255.00 in the client’s name 
after every closing in 2008 effective his month.
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare in 
St. Paul, MN is a world-recognized leader in 
providing health care for children who have 
disabilities.  They are an independent, 
not-for-profit hospital that has been caring 
for children for over 100 years.
Gillette serves children with long-term disabilities 
or complex medical needs including:  cerebral 
palsy, brain and spinal-cord injuries, spina bifida 
among other conditions.

                                                         She can be reached at:
                                            (651) 696-0846

                                                       www.stpaul-girl.com

Lynn with Andrea Melberg Thompson,
Children’s Miracle Network Open 7 Days a Week 8am–10pm

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Eat In or Take Out • Catering Available
Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul • 651-690-2212

Free Piece of Baklawa

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 2/29/08
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The Kiosk
Thursday/January 24
“Israel Connections,” a monthly 
program on events in Israel, will meet at 
7:00 this evening at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Admission is free. 
Call 651-698-0751.

A World War II History Roundtable 
on “The Greatest Generation in Normandy” 
will be presented at 7:00 this evening at 
historic Fort Snelling. French historian 
Dominique Francois will speak on the 
relationship that developed between the 
people of Normandy and their American 
liberators. Admission is $5.00 and free for 
students. Call 612-726-1171.

Saturday/January 26
A Habitat Restoration program 
will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 this afternoon 
at Crosby Farm Regional Park on Shepard 
Road and Davern Street. National Park 
Ranger Tom Ibsen will tell stories about 
the confluence of the Minnesota and 
Mississippi Rivers while volunteers drag and 
pile non-native buckthorn for removal. This 
program will further the restoration of the 
oak savanna and help restore historic views 
of the Mississippi River. Call Ibsen at 651-
290-3030 ext. 233.

A Winter Gala will be hosted by the 
Talmud Torah of St. Paul today at Mount 
Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave. The 
evening will feature tributes, silent and live 
auctions, and entertainment by the ORIM 
Israeli Dance Troupe. A pre-gala dinner 
with limited seating requires a reservation; 
the main gala is open to the public. Call  
651-698-8807. 

The Animal Humane Society 
will hold an open house from noon to 4:00 
this afternoon at all five of its locations, 
including the one at 1115 Beulah Lane. The 
St. Paul open house will include a spin-the-
wheel game with prizes, animal experts, site 
tours, and a chance to meet a St. Paul Police 
K-9 unit, a dogsledding team and a therapy 
dog team. Call 763-522-4325.

A snowshoe adventure will 
be offered at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Participants will learn 
the safe and fun ways of snowshoeing and 
how people throughout history have used 
the devices. The program is free, though a 
state parking permit is required. Snowshoes 
are limited, so registration is required. Call 
612-725-2724.

Sunday/January 27
A JAZZ BRUNCH will be held by the 
American Association of University Women 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. today at the 
St. Paul College Club, 990 Summit Ave. A 
jazz group and a visit by the St. Paul Winter 
Carnival Senior Royalty. Tickets are $25 for 
adults and $12.50 for children. Call Dianne 
Peet at 651-621-1900.

A pancake breakfast will be served 
by Cub Scout Pack 82 between 8:00 a.m. 
and noon today in the lower level of Holy 
Spirit Church, 512 S. Albert St. The cost is 
$3.50-$5.50. Call 651-690-0793.

skins and skulls will be examined 
at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort Snelling State 
Park to learn how various animals adapt to 
survive. Admission is free. Call 612-725-
2724.

Monday/January 28
A public meeting on the 
environmental review process for the Ford 
Motor Company’s Twin Cities Assembly 
Plant property will be held from 7:00 to 
8:30 this evening at Lumen Christi Catholic 
Church, 2055 Bohland Ave. Representatives 
from the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, Ford and Arcadis (Ford’s 
environmental assessment consultants) will 
describe how the review process works, 
timeline for investigation and cleanup, and 
early findings from the Little League fields 
and elsewhere on the site. Visit www.stpaul.
gov/ped/fordsite or call Merritt Clapp-
Smith at 651-266-6547.

Tuesday/January 29
The Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 943 
W. 7th St., will hold an open poetry session 
during its conversational salon from 6:30 
to 8:30 this evening. The salon is free, but 
donations are encouraged for the program 
and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

“It’s Your Body! Nutrition & Fitness,” 
a lecture for teenage girls and their parents, 
will be offered at 7:00 this evening in 
the Village View Room at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The 
lecture will be presented by Yolanda 
McIntosh, contributing author to The Young 

Woman’s Guide for Personal Success. Call 
651-695-3700.

A caregivers’ support group 
will meet at 7:00 this evening at Mount 
Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave. There is no 
charge. Call 651-698-0767.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 7:30 this evening in the parking lot across 
from the J&S Bean Factory on Randolph 
Avenue and Saratoga Street (two blocks east 
of Snelling Avenue). Call 651-646-6421.

Thursday/January 31
The Minnesota Women’s 
Consortium will celebrate its 28th 
anniversary with a gala from 6:30 to 8:30 
this evening at the Science Museum of 
Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg Blvd. The gala 
will honor 10 “Dreamers and Doers” who 
have worked toward equality for women. 
The program will be emceed by Minnesota 
Public Radio “Morning Edition” host Cathy 
Wurzer and will include hors d’oeuvres, a 
cash bar and an excerpt from the musical 
theater piece “Meeting at Seneca Falls. 
Attendees pay their age or $40 in advance 
and $45 at the door. Call 651-228-0338.

The Highland Business Association 
will host its annual dinner from 5:30 to 
10:00 this evening at the 934th Airlift Wing 

Officer’s Club off Highway 5 and Post Road. 
The cost is $25-$30. Call 651-699-9042.

Friday/February 1
A spaghetti dinner will be served 
between 5:00 and 7:00 this evening at Zion 
Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond Ave. The cost 
is $3.00-$6.00, or $11 for families. Call 651-
645-0851.

The World’s Toughest Rodeo 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. today and 
tomorrow at the Xcel Energy Center. 
Twelve “Toughest Cowboy” contenders will 
compete in match play against one another 
in all three rodeo disciplines. There also 
will be girls’ barrel racing and new Chuck 
Wagon races. A post-show “dirt dance” will 
take place both nights. Tickets are priced at 
$17-$47, with kids 12 and younger paying 
half price. Call 651-989-5151.

Saturday/February 2
The Winter Flower Show will 
open today and run through March 16 in 
the Sunken Garden of the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory at Como Zoo. Hours are from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday/February 3
The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon in the parking lot of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul. Call 651-646-6421.

Monday/February 4
Free job Search Assistance will 
be offered by Kevin Corcoran of Goodwill-
Easter Seals from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
today in the small conference room at the 
Highland Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 

Metropolitan Council chair Peter 
Bell will highlight regional progress and 
discuss opportunities and challenges facing 
the Twin Cities in his State of the Region 
address from 10:00 to 11:30 this morning in 
the Pohlad Auditorium at the Minneapolis 
Central Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, 
Minneapolis. Tours of the library will follow 
the event. To register, call 651-602-1140.

State Senator Richard Cohen 
(DFL, District 64) will speak about 
the American Civil Rights Movement 
during a program at noon today at the 
Minnesota Humanities Center, 987 E. Ivy 
Ave. Cohen’s interest in the movement 
has drawn him to southern cities such 
as Jackson, Birmingham and Selma. He 
has interviewed activists, Klansmen and 
murderers. The cost is $25. Register at www.
minnesotahumanities.org.

An AARP senior driver safety 
refresher course will be offered from 5:00 
to 9:00 this evening by the Continuing 
Education Department at St. Paul College, 
317 Marshall Ave. The fee is $14. Call 651-
846-1800.

Tuesday/February 5
“Follow Your Dreams:  Pathway to 
Success,” a lecture for teenage girls and their 
parents, will be offered at 7:00 this evening 
in the Village View Room at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The 
lecture will be presented by Yolanda 
McIntosh, contributing author to The Young 
Woman’s Guide for Personal Success. Call 
651-695-3700.

Wintry fun at Groveland Park. Ice skating, snowman making, music and 
refreshments were on tap when the Macalester-Groveland Community Center held its 
inaugural Frost Fest on January 12 at the Groveland Recreation Center.  A week later, the 
Groveland rink provided a frigid setting for the fourth annual Outdoor Hockey Classic, 
which pitted the Visitation/St. Paul Academy United girls’ hockey team against the Min-
neapolis Novas.  Photos by Anne Brandrud (above) and Brad Stauffer (below)
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of the world’s population.
But then, where in the 
world are your customers?
    All business owners will tell you that the vast 
majority of their companies’ sales must come from 
those who live or work within a few convenient 
miles of their shop or o�  ce.
    � e successful business owner works to 
maximize those sales by advertising in a medium 
that o� ers total home-delivered coverage in 
precisely that market area calculated to do that 
business the most good. And one with a high 
degree of readership within that area so that the
advertising dollar works most e� ectively.
    Now, we’re not suggesting that advertising 
in the Villager guarantees a business’ success, 
but if the households in this area represent a 
good share of your potential market, the 
Villager does deliver.
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On the Town

635 Payne Ave. • St. Paul • 651-776-4848
yarussos.com

Yarusso-Bros.
Italian RestaurantItalian Restaurant

SINCE 1933

The Twin Cities’
Oldest Family-Owned

Italian Restaurant

super bowl party
at yarusso’s

Sunday, February 3
FREE home delivery
super bowl sunday

on any order over $50.

Free 

Appetizers

stArtsAt 4 pm

See our website for 
complete menus. “Famous for Walleye”

and other Good Food

656 Grand Avenue     651-228-9030

www.tavernongrand.com

             One pound

Alaskan King Crab
      Served with Julienned fries, Salad and Roll

every Thursday Night

$1695Glockenspiel
Friday Fish Fry

All You CAn EAt

605 W.  7 th St reet      6 51 - 2 9 2 - 9 4 2 1
                                            Call for reservations

www.glockenspielrestaurant.com
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By Judy Woodward

Bach’s Cantata No. 39 begins with a 
two-note motif that is repeated in 
succession by recorders, oboes and 

violins. The choir then enters, singing “Brich 
dem Hungrigen dein Brot.” Taken from the 
Bible’s Book of Isaiah 58:7, the German verse 
translates as “Break bread with the hungry.” 

Some musicologists think the repetition 
of notes was Bach’s way of describing the 
breaking of bread. To Paul Boehnke, the 
new artistic director of the Bach Society of 
Minnesota, the musical phrasing is “like 
pleading from all quarters of the world to 
break bread. What I find engaging about 
Bach is the emotional range—the way he’s 
able to shape the feelings of listeners.”

The Bach Society will perform Cantata 
No. 39 on Saturday, January 26, in the 
opening concert of its 2008 season. Another 
cantata and motet by Bach as well as his 
Brandenburg Concerto IV are included in 
the program, which will begin at 8:00 p.m. 
at House of Hope Presbyterian Church, 797 
Summit Ave.

The theme of hunger will run throughout 
the concert as a tribute to the good works 
of the emergency food shelves in the Twin 
Cities. The audience is being encouraged to 
bring a donation of nonperishable food.

Boehnke’s plan is to have the Bach Society 
partner with charitable organizations in 
several future endeavors as well. “The idea 
is to connect the art world to the rest of 
the world,” he said. He would also like to 
enhance the Bach Society’s connections with 

amateur musicians. “The main problems 
for any arts organization are funding and 
(finding) an audience,” he said. “Building a 
community for amateur musicians will help 
create an audience for professional concerts.” 

Boehnke’s plan is to devote one arm of the 
Bach Society to the impeccable artistry that 
audiences have come to expect from the 76-
year-old institution. The other arm, which 
is still in the planning stage, will be aimed 
at the “many people who want to play and 
sing music but are not professional,” he said. 
“We might sponsor a day-long workshop 
where amateurs learn a Bach cantata and 
then perform it. To share a music stand with 
a professional might be a great experience. 
But it’s not even about the music. It’s about 
doing things together. The goal is to build a 
community.”

The Bach Society was founded in 1932 
by University of Minnesota music professor 
Donald Ferguson. By the mid-1950s, the 
ensemble had become a veritable “Bach 
and brew” club with a membership in the 
hundreds. However, Minnesotans’ musical 
tastes changed and interest in the society 
steadily declined. Early this decade, the 
group all but disbanded, but it was revived 
in 2005 by Thomas Lancaster, University of 
Minnesota professor emeritus of music and 
the choirmaster at House of Hope.

Lancaster pared the choral society down 
to an elite group of professionals who 
concentrated on the sacred works of the 
Baroque era sung to the accompaniment 
of period instruments. Upon Lancaster’s 
retirement in 2007, Boehnke was tapped to 

lead the organization.
A resident of St. Paul’s West End, 

Boehnke, 48, is the music director 
at Olivet Congregational Church in 
Merriam Park. As the Bach Society’s 
harpsichordist for the past three 
seasons, he knows the challenges of 
interpreting Bach. “It’s daunting,” he 
said. Though he has no intention of 
“making a big break” from the society’s 
direction the past three years, he 
does have a few innovations in mind, 
including a greater emphasis on Bach’s 
instrumental works and an occasional 
departure from the sacred repertoire.

“Anything by Bach is fair game,” 
Boehnke said, noting that one of the 
society’s three concerts this season will 
feature songs by the maestro on such 
secular topics as smoking a pipe and 
having an affair.

Another innovation involves 
program notes written by Mary Burke, 

46, a Macalester-Groveland writer and 
musician who composes program notes for 
several other local classical music groups. For 
the Bach Society’s upcoming performance, 
Burke will not just write the program notes, 
she will recite them.

“(Boehnke) thought it up,” she said. “His 
idea is that listening to the program notes 
will help people know more about the music 
they’re going to hear.” 

Burke’s notes will delve into the nature of 
hunger in the Baroque era. Bach wrote near 
the end of the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), 
a devastating conflict that pitted Protestants 
against Catholics and led to widespread 
famine and disease throughout Central 
Europe. 

Boehnke hopes Burke’s recitation of the 
program notes will help break the ice for the 
audience. Classical musical performances 
can be intimidating for the uninitiated. 
“People sometimes feel uncomfortable at 
classical concerts today,” he said. “Audiences 
in Bach’s time behaved very differently.” 

Bach’s audiences were generally church 
congregations who heard the music as 
an integral part of their Sunday services. 
However, other audiences of the 17th and 
18th centuries behaved more like rock fans. 

“At the Paris Opera, they used armed 
guards to break up fights,” Boehnke said. 
“When people liked the music, they’d sing 
along with the performers. It would be great 
to get back to that comfort level.”

The Bach Society under new artistic 
director Paul Boehnke will open its 
76th season on January 26, kicking 

off a series of three concerts, all at House 
of Hope Presbyterian Church, 797 Summit 
Ave. 

The first concert, at 8:00 p.m. Saturday, 
January 26, will feature the society’s 
vocalists and orchestra performing Bach’s 
Cantatas 39 (“Brich dem Hungrigen dein 
Brot”) and 187 (“Es Wartet Alles,”), Motet: 
Lobet den Herren and Brandenburg 
Concerto IV. 

The second concert, at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
February 24, will be a recital featuring 

solo organ music by Bach and his teachers 
performed by Kathrine Handford.

Chamber music will be featured in the 
third concert at 8:00 p.m. Friday, March 28. 
Songs, cantatas and sonatas by Buxtehude 
and Bach will be sung by bass Bradley 
Greenwald and soprano Carrie Henneman 
Shaw to the accompaniment of violins, 
viola da gamba and harpsichord.

Series tickets are $50, $40 for seniors over 
age 62 and $30 for students. Tickets for 
individual concerts are $20, $17 for seniors 
and $12 for students. They will be available 
at the door or may be reserved by visiting 
www.bachsocietymn.org.

Bach Society opens 76th season

Artistic director Paul Boehnke leads the Bach Society in rehearsal.  photos by brad stauffer

New take on old master
Ensemble composes a strategy  
for building an audience for Bach

Bach Society oboist Stanley King.



page 28	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, january 23, 2008

EXPERIENCE

HAPPY HOUR
Enjoy $200 Domestic Bottles of Beer

While Discovering Brews from Japan

Happy Hour Prices on
Wine, Well Drinks & Traditional Japanese Drinks

Hot & Cold Appetizers
Priced Right for Your

Happy Hour Enjoyment.
        Please Call for

Valentine’s Day Reservations

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.saji.com

Hot & Cold Appetizers

Happy Hour Sunday 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.Happy Hour Sunday 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.Happy Hour Sunday 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.saji.com

Est. 1985
S O U T H E R N  S T Y L E

The Original

Fri. Jan. 25 Tropical Zone 10 pm - 1 am
Sat. Jan. 26 Pete Kavanaugh 10 pm - 1am

Sat. Feb. 2 Ross Perry 10 pm - 1am

  Fat Tuesday  Feb. 5
The Bash before the Ash

Live Dixieland Music • Jack Brass Band
6 pm - 10 pm

       ★ Food & Drink Specials ★
          ★ ★ Mardi Gras Festivities ★ ★

                   Please call for your Valentine’s Day Reservations

www.dixiesongrand.com
695 Grand Avenue • St. Paul • 651-222-7345

In addition to our regular menu 
Chef  Walter Buffalo will be featuring 

a four-course tasting menu, with 
optional wine paring. 

Call today to make your reservations.

Fabulous Italian Food & Wine

579 Selby Ave.
Saint Paul

www.ilvescovino.com

Located on
Historic Cathedral Hill

(651) 222-7000

Celebrate 
ValeNtINe’S DaY
at Il VeSCOVINO!

Dance
Iguan Dance Theatre of St. Peters­­- 
burg, Russia, will perform “Dis
placed Persons” January 24-26 
at the Southern Theater, 1420 
Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
A mix of modern dance, panto
mime and drama, the show begins 
at 8:00 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. For tickets, priced at $18, 
call 612-340-1725.

Full Circle, the dance company of 
Visitation School and St. Thomas 
Academy, will perform “Perspec
tive,” a thought-provoking look 
at relationships in spoken word, 
movement and dance, on January 
25-27. The curtain rises at 7:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 4:00 
p.m. Sunday in Visitation’s DeSales 
Auditorium in Mendota Heights. 
Admission is $10, $5 for students 
and seniors. Call 651-454-4570.

Music
The Schubert Club presents free 
hour-long concerts at noon on 
Thursdays in Courtroom 317 at 
Landmark Center. Featured on 
January 24 will be Scott Hagarty 
on cornetto and harpsichord and 
Julian Clarkson on sax. January 31’s 
line-up includes soprano Jennifer 
Swanson and pianist Juan Li. Bag 
lunches are welcome at the event. 
The Schubert Club provides the 
coffee. Call 651-292-3267.

One Voice Mixed Chorus will 
present “Uncommon Light: 
Brahms and the Beauty of Shadow” 
on January 25 and 26 under the 
direction of Grammy Award-
winning conductor Vance George. 
Central High School’s Concert 
Choir will join the chorus in the 
shows, which begin at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday at Central 
Presbyterian Church, 500 Cedar St. 
Works by Palestrina, John Rutter 
and Elizabeth Alexander will be 
sung as well as Brahms’ “Nänie” 
and “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling 

Place.” Tickets are $25 and $18, $10 
for students and seniors. Call 651-
298-1954. 

Pianist Jon Kimura Parker 
will join the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra in concerts January 
24 through February 3. SPCO 
concertmaster Steven Copes will 
direct the concerts, which will 
feature Mozart’s Quintet in E-flat 
and Piano Concerto No. 21 in 
C and Bartók’s Divertimento for 
String Orchestra. The music begins 
at 8:00 p.m. Thursday, January 24, 
at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church in Apple Valley; 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 31, at Temple 
Israel in Minneapolis; 10:30 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. Friday, February 1, at 
Wooddale Church in Eden Prairie; 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, February 2, at 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
900 Summit Ave.; and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, February 3, in the Great 
Hall at Bethel University in Arden 
Hills. Tickets are $10-$25, or $5.00 
for children. Call 651-291-1144.

The Zeitgeist quartet will perform 
new works by local professional 
and amateur composers at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, January 26, at Unity 
Church, 732 Holly Ave., and at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, February 2, 
at Grace University Lutheran 
Church, 324 Harvard St. SE. 
in Minneapolis. The program 
includes “Susquehannas” by the late 
Eric Stokes, “Porkuindapine” and 
a prelude by Eric James Brook and 
works by 2008 Eric Stokes Song 
Contest winners Justin Busch of 
St. Paul, Karl Nord, 16, of Scandia 
and Greg Marsh, 17, of Mound. 
The concert at Unity will also 
feature Webster Elementary School 
musicians in a work they composed 
with Zeitgeist’s Patrick O’Keefe. 
Admission is by donation with $10 
suggested. Call 651-755-1600.

Capital City Brass Quintet will 
perform music from West Side 
Story and Porgy and Bess as well 
as “Northern Light Fanfare” by 
David Evan Thomas and “Santa 
Barbara Sonata” by Bramwell 

Tovey on Sunday, January 27. The 
concert begins at 3:00 p.m. at Olivet 
Congregational Church, 1850 
Iglehart Ave. Admis­­sion is free, but 
donations of nonperishable food or 
cash will be taken for the Merriam 
Park food shelf.

The four-piece Whistlepigs String 
Band will be joined by State Fair 
fiddle champ Catie Jo Pidel, 14, in 
a celebration of the release of their 
new CD, “Fenceline,” on Saturday, 
February 2. The bluegrass begins at 
7:30 p.m. at SteppingStone Theatre, 

55 N. Victoria St. Tickets are $10, 
or $20 with a CD.

The Twin Cities Women’s Choir 
will join Bruce Henry and band 
on Saturday, February 2, in the 
program, “I Am Beautiful, Amer
ica,” including new compositions 
by Henry, Joan Griffith and Ann 
Reed. The music begins at 7:30 
p.m. at Central Presbyterian 
Church, 500 Cedar St. Tickets are 
$25 at the door, $20 in advance, 
$17 for students and seniors. Call 
612-333-8292.

Theater
The Walleye Kid, a modern 
folktale about a Korean girl’s 
search for identity in her adoptive 
land, is being performed through 
February 3 by Mu Performing Arts. 
The magical musical was written 
by R.A. Shiomi, Sundraya Kase 
and Kurt Miyashiro. Directed by 
Jon Cranney, it stars Francesca 
Dawis, Marcus Quiniones, Sherwin 
Resurreccion, Sara Ochs and 
Momoko Tanno. The curtain rises 
at 8:00 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and at 2:00 p.m. Sunday 
(7:00 p.m. on January 27) in the 
Ordway’s McKnight Theater. 
Tickets are $25, $23 for students 
and seniors. Call 651-224-4222.
Park Square Theatre is presenting 
the area premiere of Lisa Kron’s 
2006 Broadway hit Well through 
February 10 on the stage at 20 W. 
7th Place. The hilarious, touching 
and utterly original comedy about 
a mother-daughter relationship 
stars Barbara June Patterson, 
Heidi Bakke, Faye Price, Edwin 
Strout and Emil Herrera. Preview 
performances are January 22-24 
with the opening on January 25. 
For curtain times and tickets, call 
651-291-7005.
The Meeting, a play by Jeffrey 
P. Stetson about an imagined 
1965 meeting between Malcolm 
X and Martin Luther King Jr., is 
playing through February 15 at 
the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. 
Terry Bellamy, Darien Johnson, 
and Ashford J. Thomas star in 
the story about two giants of the 
civil rights movement, one who 
believes there will never be peace 
without justice and the other who 
believes there will never be justice 
without peace. The curtain rises at 
7:30 p.m. Monday, January 21; at 
10:00 a.m. January 23-25, 30, 31, 
February 1, 5-8 and 12-15; at 8:00 
p.m. Saturdays, January 26 and 
February 2; at 2:00 p.m. Sundays, 
January 27 and February 3; at 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays, January 31 and 

“Tango Fire,” featuring the seductive power of the tango as interpret-
ed by the 10 dancers of Estampas Porteñas and the four musicians of 
Quatrotango, will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, January 31, in 
Northrop Auditorium. The program traces the tango from its origins in 
Argentina through the glamour of the Roaring ’20s to contemporary 
ballrooms. Tickets are $52, $42, $36 and $31. Call 612-624-2345.
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February 7; and at 8:00 p.m. Friday, February 
1. Tickets are $15. Call 651-292-4323.

We Gotta Bingo, the long-running inter
active comedy by Actors Theater of Minne
sota, has been extended through February 
17 at the Lowry Theater, 16 W. 5th St. Spend 
a crazy evening at a church supper complete 
with bingo, live music, polka dancing and a 
full bar. Show times are noon and 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 
5:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are priced from 
$45 to $66, which includes dinner. Call 612-
673-0404. 

Romeo and Juliet, Charles Gounod’s adap
tation of the Shakespearean tragedy, will be 
performed January 26 through February 3 
by the Minnesota Opera. Tenor James 
Valenti and soprano Ellie Dehn star as young 
lovers who are doomed by the bitter enmity 
between their families. Sung in French with 
the English translation projected above the 
stage, the show will begin at 7:30 p.m. on the 
two Saturdays, Tuesday and Thursday and at 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, February 3, at the Ordway. 
Tickets are $20-$150. Call 612-333-6669.

The Celtic origins of Groundhog Day will 
be related through the shadow puppetry of 
Dan Palno and the storytelling of Nancy 
Antenucci in “The Groundhog’s True 
Shadow” on February 1-3. Live music 
accompanies this hour-long program, which 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday at Dreamland 
Arts, 677 N. Hamline Ave. Tickets are $12, 
$7.00 for children. Call 651-645-5506.

The 24-Hour Play Project, six new short 
plays written, rehearsed and performed in a 
day, will be presented on Saturday, February 
2, as a benefit for Theatre Unbound. The 
doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the show begins 
at 8:00 at Neighborhood House, 179 E. 
Robie St. Competing playwrights include 
Brenda Bell Brown, Mariah Christensen, Eli 
Effinger-Weintraub, Toni Halleen, Gemma 
Irish, Christopher O. Kidder, David Lind, 
Elissa Mautner, Ben Tallen, Ruth Virkus and 
Mic Weinblatt. Their directors are Cherie 
Anderson, Jenna Lory, Miriam Monasch, 
Gretchen Weinrich and Laura Wilhelm. 
Silent and live auctions and complimentary 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will also be part 
of the fun. Tickets are $35, or $50 for two. 
Call 612-721-1186.

Exhibits
“Collective History Touches Personal 
Experience,” photographs that offer a 
personal or historical perspective on Israel, 
are being shown through February 8 at the 
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul 
Ave. Part of the “Israel@60” series, the exhibit 
is free and open to all. Call 651-698-0751.

What do Hubert Humphrey, Prince and 
the 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey Team have 
in common? They are all part of “MN 150,” 
an exhibit celebrating the 150 people, places 
and things that have done the most to 
change the course of history in Minnesota. 
The multimedia show continues well into 
Minnesota’s sesquicentennial year of 2008 
at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. A related family program will 
be held from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, 
February 9, with host Bruce A. Henry, 
ageless sax player Irv Williams, comedian 
Beth Gilleland, guitarist Dean McGraw and 
the School of Rock’s Road Crew playing the 
music of Minnesota artists. Admission is 
$8.00, $6.00 for seniors and students, $4.00 
for children ages 6-17. Call 651-259-3000.

“Woodturning in Basic Black,” a stunning 
variety of works by 14 top studio artists, are 
on view through April 18 at the Gallery of 
Wood Art in Landmark Center. The exhibit 
is open to the public free of charge from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and from noon to 3:00 p.m. Sunday. 
Call 651-484-9094.

“Mysteries in the Mud: Climate Change in 
the Big Woods,” an interactive exhibit that 
shows how climate change helped form 
Minnesota’s Big Woods and what effect it 
could have in the future, is being displayed 
through April 11 at the Bell Museum of 
Natural History, 17th and University avenues 
in Southeast Minneapolis. Touch and see lake 
sediment, view it under a microscope and 
analyze how differences in vegetation reflect 
past climate changes. Admission is $5.00, 
$3.00 for seniors and children ages 3–16, and 
free to children under age 3 and to everyone 
else on Sundays. Call 612-624-7083.

“Tradition and Innovation,” a showcase 
of the textile art of Ghana, West Africa, 
including the batiks of Dorothy Amenuke 
and the adinkra cloth of the Boakye Family 
Workshop, will be shown January 24 through 
February 22 in the Third Floor Gallery of the 
Library at Metropolitan State University, 645 
E. 7th St. An opening reception is scheduled 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 24. 
Call 651-793-1631.

“Illo.Minn,” featuring the work of 25 com
mercial illustrators working in Minnesota, 
will open with a reception from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Thursday, January 24, in the College of 
Visual Arts Gallery, 173 N. Western Ave. A 
moderated discussion of the art will be held 
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 31. 
Admission is free. Call 651-290-9379. 

The art of the Capitol and the artists who 
created it will be showcased from noon to 
4:00 p.m. Friday, January 25, at the state 
Capitol. Tourists will learn about the muralist 
movement in the U.S. a century ago, the use 
of allegory and symbolism in public art of 
the era and architect Cass Gilbert’s overall 
vision for the building. A costumed actor 
will portray John La Farge, who painted the 
murals in the Supreme Court Chamber. The 
cost is $8.00, $7.00 for seniors and students 
and $5.00 for children ages 6-17. A St. Paul 
Winter Carnival button is worth a $2.00 
discount. For reservations, call 651-296-2881.

Recent drawings by Minnesota artists Joyce 
Lyon and Alexis Kuh and others drawn from 
the Weisman Art Museum’s permanent col
lection are being shown through February 20 
in the Katherine E. Nash Gallery of the Regis 
Center for Art, 405 21st Ave. S. in Minnea
polis. A free public reception will be held 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, January 25. A 
panel discussion with Kuhr, Lyon and Lyndel 
King and Diane Mullin of the Weisman will 
take place at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 11, 
in the In-Flux Auditorium at the Regis. Call 
612-624-7530.

Hundreds of orchid plants owned by 
individual and commercial growers will 
turn the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory 
in Como Park into a tropical wonderland 
during the Orchid Society of Minnesota’s 
Winter Carnival show from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, January 
26 and 27. Admission is $5.00 for adults, 
$3.00 for children age 12 and younger. 
The six-week Winter Flower Show in the 
Conservatory’s Sunken Garden opens 
on February 1. Come in out of the chilly 
bleakness and stroll among vibrant azaleas, 
cyclamen, veltheimia and amaryllis. Admis
sion is by donation from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. daily. Artists and photographers are 
invited to set up tripods and easels and work 
in the Conservatory between 8:00 and 10:00 
a.m. on Sunday, February 10, at a cost of 
$5.00 per person.

“The Enemy Within,” an exhibit recalling 
events in which Americans were threatened 
within their own country, will open January 
26 at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Created by the International 
Spy Museum in Washington, D.C., the travel- 
ing exhibit examines revolution, sabotage, 
subversion, assassination, ethnic and racial 
hatred, violent protest and political extrem
ism along with the government’s response 
and the threat to civil liberty. An opening 
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reception featuring an in-depth look at the 
traveling exhibit and the issues it raises will 
be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 29. Historian Annette Atkins and 
curator Patrick Coleman will discuss the 
times Minnesotans lived in a state of fear at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 12. Admission 
is $8.00, $6.00 for seniors and students, $4.00 
for children ages 6-17. Call 651-250-3000.
“Judith Roode-Body Songs,” a retrospective 
of Roode’s work from 1967-1991, will be 
displayed January 28 through March 2 in the 
Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at the College 
of St. Catherine. Call 651-690-6644. 
“Bitter Fruits,” a study of women as 
object in art and how contemporary artists 
have responded to this tradition, will be 
displayed January 31 through February 28 
at Altered Esthetics, 1224 Quincy St. NE. in 
Minneapolis. More than 80 artists working 
in sculpture, painting, photography and 
performance art are included. An opening 
reception is scheduled from 7:00 to 10:00 
p.m. Friday, February 1. Call 612-378-8888.
“Anxiety Dreams,” screen prints, drawings, 
painted dishware, video, performance 
pieces, photography and painting, will be 
displayed February 1–28 in the “Q” Gallery 
of the Q’arma Building, 1224 Quincy St. 
NE. in Minneapolis. Commenting on their 
own dreams are local artists J.M. Culver, 
Caitlin Karolczak, Noah Keesecker, Alex 
Kuno, Noelle McCleaf, Ellen Mueller, 
Lindsay Noble, Andy Sturdevant and Tonja 
Torgerson. Call 612-378-8888.

Books
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by 
Kimberly Willis Holt will be discussed on 
January 26 by Teens and Tweens, a free 
reading group for youths that meets at 2:00 
p.m. on Saturdays at the Highland Park 
Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. The young readers 
will discuss Chew on This: Everything You 
Don’t Want to Know about Fast Food by Eric 
Schlosser and Charles Wilson on February 
9, and The Uglies by Scott Westerfeld on 
February 23. Call 651-266-7029.

Chia Youyee Vang will discuss her new book 
Hmong in Minnesota at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 30, at the Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale 
St. Published by the Minnesota Historical 
Society Press, it tells of immigrants who have 
struggled to maintain their cultural identity 
while adjusting to life in the U.S. Admission 
is free. Call 651-222-3242.

The Fireside Literary Series, featuring 
free readings by Minnesota authors, 
returns January 31 through February 27 
to the Hamline-Midway Library, 1558 W. 
Minnehaha Ave. Sponsored by the Friends 
of the St. Paul Public Library, the schedule 
includes Bill Holm and his new memoir 
Windows of Brimnes on Thursday, January 
31, and American Indian author Lise Erdrich 
and her first collection of stories, Night Train, 
on Thursday, February 7. The programs 
begin at 7:00 p.m. and include free coffee and 
cookies. Call 651-222-3242

Young-adult author Gregory Maguire will 
discuss his new book What-the-Dickens: The 
Story of a Rogue Tooth Fairy with Marianne 

Combs of Minnesota Public Radio on Sun
day, February 3. The program begins at 2:00 
p.m. at the Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. Exchange 
St. Musical guests are the Owls. Tickets are 
$15, $7.50 for children age 16 and under. Call 
651-290-1221.

The Glass Castle, a memoir by Jeannette 
Walls, will be discussed by the Highland 
Park Library Book Club at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 7, in the Activity Room 
of Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy. New members are welcome. For more 
information, call 651-266-7029.

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to storytimes for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wednes
days. Featured in other free programs will 
be Gwenyth Swain, David Geister and their 
new picture book Riding to Washington at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, January 26; peek-a-boo 
stories for babies with Sara Waters, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, February 2. Call 651-224-8320.

“Music & Melody Makers,” a hands-on 
introduction to the instruments of an 
orchestra for children ages 3-14, will be 
offered on Saturday, January 26, by the 
Minnesota Youth Symphonies. The free 
program runs from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. at 
Highland Park Junior High School, 975 S. 
Snelling Ave. Call 651-699-5811.

Lap-Sit Storytime, a free 20-minute program 
of stories, flannel boards, songs and puppet 
and finger plays for young listeners infant to 
18 months of age, is offered at 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at the Highland Park Library, 1974 
Ford Pkwy. Call 651-266-7029.

Hansel and Gretel, the ageless story of a 
young brother and sister who outwit an 
evil witch, will be performed on Sunday, 
February 3 by the Quebec puppet company 
Theatre Sans Fil. The curtain will rise at 2:00 
p.m. at O’Shaughnessy Auditorium at the 
College of St. Catherine. Tickets are $30, $28 
for seniors and $20 for students and children. 
For reservations, call 651-690-6700.

Etc. 

Open sessions for artists working on figure 
drawing will be offered from 1:00 to 3:30 
p.m. on Saturdays, January 26 through May 
3 (no session on March 22), in the Drawing 
Studio at the College of Visual Arts, 173 N. 
Western Ave. Artists must provide their own 
supplies. Those under the age of 18 need the 
permission of a parent. The cost is $10. Call 
651-224-3416.

“Artistic Communities,” a series of art 
history lectures, is being offered from 2:00 
to 3:30 p.m. Sundays, February 3-17, at the 
College of Visual Arts, 344 Summit Ave. The 
schedule includes “Michael Nelson: Temple 
Architecture and Herod the Great” on 
February 3; “Julie L’Enfant: The Impressionist 
Circle,” February 10; and “Doryun Chong: 
Political Responsibility in Contemporary 
Art,” February 17. The cost is $10 per 
lecture, and no registration necessary. For 
information, call 651-224-3416.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Youthful mistake 
is still a mistake

The best player on my high school hockey team was a 
guy named Marc Boisvert. He was a smooth skater 
who could shoot the puck as well as any high school 

kid I’ve ever seen. He was also a good-looking, fun-loving guy 
who had more dates with girls in a month than most of us 
have in a lifetime.

We had a big game scheduled on a Saturday night. Father 
Cullen, our coach, didn’t impose curfews often, but he felt 
one was called for here with the stakes so high. So he told 
everybody they had to be home by 10:00 the night before and 
that he would be doing a spot check. Marc was out having 
fun on that Friday and wasn’t home at curfew hour. Father 
Cullen hadn’t checked on him, but he did discover one guy 
who wasn’t home. The curfew violator decided not to go 
down alone and reported that other players—Marc among 
them—were also out that night. 

Sound familiar?
Father Cullen held an impromptu meeting the next day. 

The miscreants were asked if the accusations were true. 
All pled guilty. The sentence was instantly imposed and we 
played several players short that night. Marc, an intelligent 
fellow, tearfully admitted that he was wrong and that he 
deserved whatever discipline the coach meted out. Perhaps 
the most telling part of the memory is what I cannot 
remember: whether we won or lost that game. It didn’t matter. 
The case was then closed and the season proceeded.

The event occurred in 1970, but it’s still pertinent in the 
aftermath of the latest Facebook controversy. If you missed 
it, 13 students at Eden Prairie High School were disciplined 
recently after Internet photos revealed they were partying 
with alcohol. The students who were involved were given the 
standard two-week sentence as stipulated by the guidelines of 
the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL). 

The howls of indignation and complaints about invasion of 
privacy that ensued were predictable. In the end, Eden Prairie 
school officials held their ground and even the American 
Civil Liberties Union agreed, citing a 2002 court case that 
deemed extracurricular activities to be privileges, not rights.

Forget for a moment the lunacy of the youths who 
complained they were being singled out merely because they 
got caught. Let’s get to the heart of the issue.

“As an athletic director, when an adult offers you 
information on a student, you have no choice but to 
investigate,” said Highland Park High School athletic director 
John Heller. “But I’m aware that students do have vendettas 
and can doctor pictures on an Internet site. So if I get a report 
from a student that Susie is doing something she shouldn’t 
be doing, I’ll bring her in and ask her about it. If it’s just one 
student’s word against another, that’s tougher to decide. But 
if there’s an adult who says something happened—and I have 
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By Bill Wagner

If the Cretin-Derham Hall boys’ bas-
ketball team makes it to the state 
tournament this year, nobody will 

be saying that the Raiders didn’t earn it. 
CDH, which was 11-1 overall and 4-1 in 
the Suburban East Conference as of Jan-
uary 18, continues to be ranked among 
the top 10 teams in the metro area. But 
the Raiders have had to play their tails 
off on the hard court this winter to re-
main there.

CDH has already bested conference 
foes Roseville, Woodbury, Hastings and, 
most recently, Mounds View. The only 
stain so far on CDH’s otherwise perfect 
record was a four-point loss to Stillwater 
on January 8.

Coach Jerry Kline wasn’t going to 
jump to any conclusions about his team 
after the first 11 games. “I know we’re 
10-1, but I guess I’m picky,” he said. “We 
need to keep playing well. We play in a 
tough league and a lot of the teams are 
better this year than they were last year.”

Kline, who continually stresses team 
defense as the most effective strategy to 
winning basketball games, might be a 
little conservative in his estimation of his 
team’s prospects. There is little question 
that the Raiders are an experienced club 
with great athleticism and can present a 
formidable challenge for opponents at 
both ends of the floor. Throw in a solid 
bench that enables Kline to go eight or 
nine deep into the rotation, and it’s not 
hard to understand why CDH has been 
so successful.

Woodbury coach Scott Swansson 
knows first-hand how good the Raiders 

are. His team lost 76-72 to CDH in an 
overtime thriller on January 11 and he 
came away duly impressed. The Royals 
almost overcame a 15-point second-half 
deficit against the Raiders, only to suc-
cumb in overtime. CDH’s experience 
and poise proved to be the difference.

“When they get it cranked up, there 
aren’t many teams that can beat them,” 
Swansson said.

Leading the way for the Raiders this 
winter is senior forward Michael Floyd, 
who is averaging 25 points per game and 

is the top scorer in the metro area. Floyd 
may be better known as the standout 
wide receiver who is headed to Notre 
Dame on a football scholarship next 
year, but he can dominate a basketball 
game with his offensive skills. He had 
32 points against Woodbury and Kline 
believes it won’t be long before Floyd 
breaks into the 40s.

Swansson said Floyd creates no end 
of headaches for opposing teams. “We 

By Bill Wagner

Doug Johnson knows how im-
portant statistics are. The first-
year coach of the Minnehaha 

Academy boys’ hockey team just isn’t 
wild about sharing them about his team. 
Check the list of scoring leaders in the 
daily newspapers and you won’t find a 
solitary Redhawks player’s name.

“We don’t update stats,’’ said Johnson, 
adding that he doesn’t want to put any 
more pressure on his players by having 
their numbers out there for the world to 
see. 

Johnson does use statistics in private 
to help him coach his team, and when 
you add up the numbers, they reflect a 
pretty talented squad—much different 

from past Minnehaha teams that have 
enjoyed limited success.

The Redhawks were 9-5-1 overall 
as of January 15 and were leading the 
tough Tri-Metro Conference in goals 
scored with 66. “So far, so good,’’ John-
son said. “We’ve got a ways to go, but our 
kids have done a good job. Everyone has 
worked hard. Our goal is to get to the 
state tournament.’’

The Hawks took the ice playing like 
demons, dominating Prior Lake 4-0 
in the season opener, and going on to 
win their next five games by a total goal 
margin of 40-15. The team slowed a bit 
around the holidays, but Johnson saw 
enough good things to say that he liked 
the team’s general direction.

“Offensively, I think we can score 

enough goals,’’ he said. “We’re a skat-
ing team, and we can make things hap-
pen out there. But we need to get a little 
stronger in our defensive end.’’

Minnehaha hit a big bump in the road 
earlier this month. Johnson had hoped 
his club could play perennial power-
houses Blake and Breck a lot tougher in 
league play. However, in the Hawks’ first 
match against Blake on January 12, Min-
nehaha went down 7-1. Still, Johnson 
noted that the game wasn’t as one-sided 
as the score indicated. 

“It was in their building,’’ he said, “and 
at one point, we had the puck in their 
zone for eight minutes and couldn’t 
score.’’

Balanced Redhawk boys keep goals in sight

CDH proves hard to beat in boys’ hoops

wright call c34

cdh hoops c33

Minnehaha hockey c33

The Raiders’ Michael Floyd flies by defenders en route to the basket in a 78-49 
win over Hastings on January 15. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Completely
Remodeled

By Brian Johnson

Concordia University’s wom-
en’s basketball team has 
achieved national promi-

nence that would have been hard 
to fathom just a little over a year 
ago. The Golden Bears are ranked 
third in the nation in the USA To-
day/ESPN top 25 poll, trailing only 
the University of North Dakota and 
Delta State University in NCAA Di-
vision II.

Concordia improved to 18-0 (9-0 
in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference) on January 19 with 
a 71-65 win over conference rival 
Southwest Minnesota State. Dat-
ing to last season, the Golden Bears 
have won 38 of their last 41 games—
an eye-popping run for a St. Paul 
school that enrolls only 1,000 tradi-
tional, full-time students. 

The hot streak is impressive, but 
the team is keeping its sneakers 
planted firmly on the court. The 
Golden Bears, who returned all five 
starters from 2006-07, are not for-
getting that they stumbled out of the 
gate last season with a 2-7 start. “We 
use that as motivation,” said head 
coach Paul Fessler. 

How does a team go from 2-7 to 
third in the nation? Fessler believes 
the team temporarily struggled to 
find its identity last season after 
graduating two key seniors. In time, 
Concordia improved its shooting, 
came together as a team, and estab-
lished itself as a squad that likes to 
push up the tempo, bang it inside 
and create perimeter scoring op-
portunities. 

Concordia plays nine to 10 play-
ers deep, but it is especially strong 
at the point and down low. Amanda 

Behnke, a senior center from Ea-
gan, and Candace Olstad, a junior 
forward from Elgin, provide the 
muscle and scoring touch on the 
inside. Katie LaViolette, a senior 
guard from Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
calls the shots from the point. 

Behnke, who averages 17.7 points 
and 8.2 rebounds a game, was clos-
ing in on 1,200 career points for the 
Golden Bears as of mid-January and 
is the defending NSIC player of the 
year. Behnke was leading the team 
with a .574 field goal percentage. 
Olstad was close behind with a .571 
field goal percentage and has traded 
back and forth with Behnke for the 
lead all season.

When Behnke and Olstad get 
rolling, it frees up the perimeter and 
creates opportunities for the team’s 
sharpshooters, said Fessler, who has 
guided Concordia to a 166-62 re-
cord since coming to the school in 
2000.

“We want to have our post players 
demand a double team, and those 
two can do it,” he said. 

LaViolette, a two-time NSIC 
player of the week this season who 
has been averaging 11.1 points per 
game, also demands attention from 
opposing teams. In a 83-79 over-
time win at home over Winona 
State on January 12, she dished out 
eight assists and became the school’s 
all-time assists leader with 648. She 
was leading the nation in total as-
sists with 135 following that con-
test. She is also among Concordia’s 
career leaders in scoring, rebounds 
and steals since the school moved 
up to Division II in 1999. 

Senior guards Kelly Lund (New 
Brighton) and Mary Schroeder 
(Minneapolis) round out the start-

ing lineup. Sophomore guards Kali 
Olstad (Elgin) and Jamie Jones 
(Mounds View) are among the first 
players off the bench. 

LaViolette said that after the poor 
start last season, the players started 
building team chemistry. “As we 
started playing together more, we 
started knowing where each person 
was going to be and got more com-
fortable with each other,” she said.

Five of the team’s players are Divi-
sion I transfers, including Behnke. 
The St. Croix Lutheran High School 

graduate started her college career 
at Winthrop University in South 
Carolina. After getting hurt her 
sophomore year, Behnke mulled 
her future. 

“I sat out and then I got kind of 
homesick,” said the 6-foot-2 Behn-
ke, who ranks 15th on the school’s 
all-time scoring list. “I knew they 
had a good program here and I 
wanted to be around home and play 
in the Cities, so I decided to come 
back.”

Concordia has not always had a 

women’s basketball program that 
was attractive to Division I players. 
The school, one of the smallest in its 
conference, had pockets of success 
in the 1970s and early ’80s, but in 
the ’90s it averaged a mere six wins 
a season. 

In 2000-01, Fessler’s first season 
at the school, Concordia got back 
to double-digit wins (12-15, 8-10 
NSIC). The team soared to a 22-7 
overall record the following season 
and went on to win 28, 25, 20 and 
22 games in each of its next four 
seasons. 

Under Fessler’s watch, Concor-
dia has won four NSIC titles and 
has had some success on a national 
stage, with four straight NCAA Di-
vision II regional semifinals and one 
Sweet Sixteen appearance. 

Another strong playoff run could 
be ahead, but first Concordia has to 
take care of its nine remaining regu-
lar-season games. Next up for the 
Golden Bears is a contest at Minne-
sota State University in Moorhead 
on January 26.

March will bring the NSIC Tour-
nament from March 1-8, the NCAA 
North Central Region Tournament 
from March 14-17 and the NCAA 
Elite Eight Tournament in Kearney, 
Nebraska, from March 21-24.

Reaching the Elite Eight would be 
nice, but Fessler said the team has a 
long way to go. “Being undefeated 
and ranked third in the country is 
fun,” he said, “but when it comes 
April 1 and the final rankings come 
out, that counts the most.”  

Fessler said his players continue 
to work hard at getting better. “They 
know we haven’t peaked,” he said. 
“We haven’t played our best basket-
ball yet.”

Golden Bears Amanda Behnke, left, Jessica Tewes and Kali Olstad 
battle for the ball during a scrimmage at Concordia University’s 
Ganglehoff Center. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Sibley gymnasts 
are on a roll

The Henry Sibley High School gym-
nastics team completed its season un-
defeated in Classic Suburban Confer-

ence competition with a 144.275 to 132.2 win 
over North St. Paul on January 15. The score 

broke Sibley’s school record by two points. 
Top scorers for the Warriors included ju-

nior Cece Solem, who placed first in all four 
events and took the all-around with a score 
of 38.65. Senior Mari Bennett placed second 
on vault, balance beam and all-around with 
a score of 35.6, third on floor and tied for 
third on bars. Junior Libby Blocker placed 
third in all-around with a 35.15 and placed 
second on bars and third on beam. Senior Ali 

Vandercook placed second on floor and tied 
for third on bars.

The 19th Sibley Invitational was held on 
January 11-12. The Warriors won the seven-
school varsity meet with 138.6, followed by 
Prior Lake with 136.7 and Cretin-Derham 
Hall with 134.875. Solem placed first on vault, 
floor and all-around with a score of 36.975. 
She also placed fourth on bars and second 
on beam. Bennett placed fourth all-around 

and sixth on floor. Vandercook placed third 
on floor and sixth on beam, and Blocker was 
fifth on bars.

Sibley will host the Classic Suburban Con-
ference meet at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 7. The junior varsity meet is scheduled 
for 6:00 p.m. Thursday, January 31, at Simley 
High School. The Section 3AA gymnastics 
meet will be held on Friday, February 15, at 
Apple Valley High School. 

Concordia women hoopsters jump to third in the nation
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PUBLIC NOTICE
We are NOT leaving our Lexington & Randolph 
location anytime soon. 

We WILL find another location closeby, if we 
need to, and continue to operate our Rice 
Street store as well.

Thank you for 22 years of loyalty and support!

CAR AUDIO
& SECURITY

23 to choose from as low as

St. Paul • 651-699-4530
Randolph at Lexington

Little Canada • 651-481-7215

  
     

$19999
Installed*

AS-1452V for cars
with Keyless Entry,

comes with two 
4-Button Remotes.

CAR AUDIO
& SECURITY

*See salesman for details, Most late model cars require extra parts and labor.
+(Some models available for diesel, & manual transmissions, turbo timer.)

10% Off any Car Starter w/coupon. Expires 2/15/08.
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FLORISTS SINCE 1936

1738 Grand Ave.     651-695-3223

www.jfl orist.com

thru Jan. 31st, 2008.thru Jan. 31st, 2008.

50% o� 
Greeting Cards

Immanuel Baptist
Church

We welcome
you to worship

with us on:
Sunday

10:00 am – Bible Class
10:45 am – Worship

Wednesday
7:00 pm – Bible Study/Prayer

www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an

independent church
750 Watson Ave. • St. Paul
MN 55102 • 651-227-5075

Minnehaha then roared back on January 15 
with a 6-3 win over St. Paul Academy to even 
its conference record at 1-1. Junior center Sam 
Blaisdell and senior left wing Luke Lundeen 
both had two goals and two assists to lead the 
way for the Hawks.

Minnehaha has plenty of good players to 
make the season interesting. And even though 
Johnson doesn’t like to publicize their stats, he 
is not shy about talking in general about their 
assets.

In the nets, the Hawks rely on the talents 
of seniors John McLean and Stephen Teas-
dale. McLean uses his 6-foot-8 frame to great 
advantage. Teasdale is only 5-foot-7, but he’s 
quick. “They have different styles,’’ Johnson 
said.

On defense are junior Johnny VanWinkle 
and sophomore Chase Wichelmann. Van-
Winkle might be the team’s best backliner and 
is strong on both the power play and penal-
ty-killing duties. He’s big and strong and can 
work the puck out of the zone. Wichelmann, 
who started as a freshman, also has good 
size and can shoot the puck. “Our defense is 
young, but we’re playing pretty well,’’ Johnson 
said.

The Hawks’ most formidable weapon is 
their first line, which is made up of Blaisdell, 
Lundeen and junior right wing Louis Hamel. 

Blaisdell was one of the metro area’s lead-
ing scorers as of early January with 19 goals 
and 12 assists. In a performance that would’ve 

made the Minnesota Wild’s Marian Gaborik 
proud, he had five goals and an assist in a 7-3 
win over Minneapolis East on January 5. In 
fact, he has scored five goals in a game twice 
this season.

“He has an accurate shot and he moves the 
puck well,’’ Johnson said.

Lundeen had 65 points last season and is 
also an effective forechecker. Hamel is the 
most physical of the threesome, handling the 
corner work and checking duties in the offen-
sive and defensive zones. 

“That’s is one of the best lines in the state,’’ 
Johnson said of his first unit.

Junior right wing Andrew McNamara is 
strong and smart with the puck on the sec-
ond line, and senior left wing Eric Elftmann 
has added some offensive savvy this year af-
ter being converted from defense. (His 25 as-
sists last year made the move too tempting for 
Johnson.) And second-line sophomore center 
Matt Wolpert handles the puck and skates 
well.

The Hawks have had some injuries to battle 
through this season. McNamara broke his 
thumb early this month and was expected to 
be out until at least January 23. Senior wing 
David Semm also was expected to be sidelined 
with mononucleosis until early next month.

Johnson said his team’s impressive record is 
no fluke, and that improvements should only 
continue. “We need to find a third line if we 
want to do something in the playoffs,’’ he said, 
“but we’ve got kids who are playing hard and 
that’s all you can ask for.’’

tried mixing up our defenses, but Floyd hurt 
us anyway,” he said.

Senior guard John Nance is another big 
asset for the Raiders. Nance, who as quarter-
back led CDH to the Prep Bowl two months 
ago and will play football for the Gophers next 
season, is averaging about 13 points a game 
on the basketball court and scored 24 against 
Mounds View.

Sophomore forward/center Seantrel Hen-
derson makes good use of his 6-foot-7, 295-
pound frame to provide a great inside force 
for the Raiders. He averages 14 points a game 
and makes life very unpleasant for opposing 
offenses and defenses inside. Henderson has 
been so impressive in his sophomore year that 
Ohio State football coach Jim Tressel was seen 
scouting him at a recent basketball game.

Senior forward Jacob Esch is a smart leader 
on the floor and plays solid defense, too. Se-
nior guard Torres Tillman, who rounds out 
the starting five, is a steady, high-energy play-
er who creates havoc for the opposition.

First off the bench is generally junior guard 
Marcus Binns, another defensive stalwart 
with a knack for creating turnovers. The other 
backups who make significant contributions 

are junior guards Bo Bona and David Betten-
burg and senior forward Connor Lynch.

CDH’s victory over Woodbury was impor-
tant because it re-established the team’s mo-
mentum following the Stillwater loss, which 
Kline said was extremely distressing. “We 
only shot 21 percent (against the Ponies),” he 
said.

The Raiders followed up the Woodbury win 
with a 78-49 victory over Hastings on Janu-
ary 15 and a 68-64 win over Mounds View on 
January 18.

Despite the Raider’s record thus far, Kline 
raised concern that his team sometimes loses 
its focus. “We were ahead of Woodbury by 15 
points with nine minutes left to play,” he said. 
“We need to maintain our consistency.”

Still, Kline stressed that his charges have ex-
hibited a strong work ethic, which they’ll need 
to earn their way to state this year after being 
denied for the last six seasons.

He cited the work of Floyd, Nance and the 
other players who came so close to winning 
a state football title in November. “We lost in 
the state championship game to an outstand-
ing Eden Prairie team,” Kline said. “We all 
know how disappointing it was for our play-
ers. These guys want to go out as champs.”

31b cdh hoops

31b minnehaha hockey

Minnehaha’s Sam Blaisdell tries to score on SPA goalie Steven Estep as defender James 
Trevathan skates in during the Redhawks’  6-3 win on January 15. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Highland Park Little League
Highland Park Girls Softball
Hi-Tower Babe Ruth Baseball

Horace Mann School, 2001 Eleanor
(near the corner of Cleveland and Highland Parkway)

Wednesday, February 20, 6 - 8 pm
Softball, ages 8-15

Little League Baseball, ages 8-12

Babe Ruth Baseball, ages 13-16.
Bring  checkbook and a copy of child’s birth certifi cate.

Questions? Call the hotline: 651-699-3310
www.highlandball.org

Baseball & Softball
Open Registration

Ask for it from your
local beer merchant!

No Additives or Preservatives
Brewed in the Land of 10,000 Lakes

651-221-0899 • fdyarusso@comcast.net
Chisago Lakes Distributors 651-257-3652

VOLUNTEER AS A
CHILD ADVOCATE

Use your skills and learn new ones. Advocate in court
for the best interests of an abused or neglected child.

In as little as 5 hours a month
YOU can do volunteer work that really matters.
Training Begins Saturday, September 16
For more information, call 651-266-5270

Ramsey County Guardian Ad Litem Program
Equal Opportunity Employer

Use your skills and learn new ones. Advocate in court 
for the best interest of an abused or neglected child.

In as little as 5 hours a month YOU can
do volunteer work that really matters.

Training Begins April 2008
For more information, call 651-266-5270
Email 2ndgalprogram@courts.state.mn.us

Website www.mncourts.gov/district/2/?page=46

Ramsey County Guardian Ad Litem Program
Equal Opportunity Employer

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

WELCOMING LITURGICAL WORsHIp
Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Rite of Healing 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF I-94 ON DALE sT.

no evidence otherwise—it has to be good enough.”
Heller was a coach for many years and knows full well what 

happens when a team—no matter the sport—loses a key 
player for two weeks. However, in most cases administrators 
have little choice.

“We had a lawyer talk to us at an State High School League 
meeting and explain the legal differences these days,” Heller 
said. “Take alcohol possession as an example. If I’m driving in 
a car and I’m not consuming alcohol but three other people 
in my car are drinking, I’m legally still in possession.” 

Hence, if students are pictured with a beer in their hands, 
they’re in possession of alcohol—whether they actually drink 
it or not.

(There was a story last week about an Iowa woman who 
sold her son’s car because alcohol was found in it. The lad 
pled innocent to consumption, but the mother held her 
ground, saying the two of them had made a deal that no 
alcohol was to be consumed or possessed in the car by 
anyone at any time.)

It used to be that a person’s reputation—good or bad—was 
a matter of word of mouth or what was on paper. As today’s 
politicians and entertainers are finding out to their chagrin, 
the Internet tells all sorts of tales. Separating truth from 
doctored fiction can take time, which is something high 
school administrators don’t always have. So they go with what 
they have and move on.

The ramifications of appearing on the Internet, by the way, 
can also affect potential high school employees. “We had a 
fellow apply for a coaching job here a few years ago,” Heller 
said. “He had a good resume and we were thinking of hiring 
him. Then I got a call from an adult who told me to check out 
the guy’s MySpace page. Sure enough, there he was, with his 
shirt off and a bottle of alcohol in his hand.” 

The fellow didn’t get hired. Was the picture a factor? Heller 
didn’t say, but it sure didn’t help the guy’s case.

Henry Sibley High School activities director Brian Ihrke 
greeted the news out of Eden Prairie with a sigh. He knew 

the incident will eventually cause him to talk with his 
school’s athletes again about behavioral issues. “What you 
have to remember is, we’re not the law,” he said. “We don’t 
need the proof that other agencies do. Having said that, as an 
administrator I’m not looking for trouble. I understand kids 
make mistakes.” 

Translation: I’d like to cut students some slack, but if they’re 
dumb enough to have pictures taken of them with a beer in 
their hand, it’s guilty as charged.

Minneapolis Roosevelt athletic director Al Frost concurred 
with Ihrke that the issue is not a legal one. “I talked with 
lawyer friends of mine who told me the Internet is so new 
that a lot of laws haven’t been established yet,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter. Students sign a code of conduct that forbids 
this kind of activity. This isn’t a freedom of speech issue.”

Instead, the youngsters at Eden Prairie should consider 
it a first lesson in what will become a lifelong course in 
reading the fine print of a contract. As everybody who has 
ever bought a home or car knows, contracts contain all sorts 
of clauses and subclauses. If you missed something you’re 
supposed to have read before you signed, ignorance is not an 
excuse. 

Ihrke would much rather be talking about the Warriors’ 
excellent boys’ basketball team, which was off to a 2-0 start 
in the Classic Suburban as of this writing. He would rather 
talk at length about players like senior guard Peter Leslie, 
who recently scored his 1,000th career point. However, he 
also knows that part of being a school administrator means 
prepping for situations like what happened at Eden Prairie. 
“What people frequently fail to understand is that the coaches 
are also hurt when a kid makes a bad choice,” he said. “They 
don’t want to sit out anybody they don’t have to.” 

However, as Father Cullen taught 38 years ago, school 
officials have to do what’s necessary to make their point.

Ihrke paused for a second and anticipated this reporter’s 
next question regarding the Eden Prairie situation. “For the 
life of me, why would you take pictures?” he asked. “It just 
doesn’t make sense.”

The Minneapolis Boat Show will be held Wednesday through 
Sunday, January 23-27 at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 
1301 2nd Ave. S. The show features hundreds of boats, exhibits 
and special attractions. Event highlights include the “Bling My 
Boat” contest winner, antique and classic boat display, Discov-
er Boating Center and SailFest. Admission is $5.00-$10. 

Smucker’s Stars on Ice: Live and In Color will feature Olym-
pic silver medalist Sasha Cohen in a performance at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 26, at Xcel Energy Center. Other Olympics 
and world champions also will be featured. Tickets start at $25 
and may be purchased at the Xcel Energy Center Box Office, 
Ticketmaster centers, by logging onto www.ticketmaster.com 
or by calling 651-989-5151.

An informational meeting for teens interested in competing 
in the 2008 JCC Maccabi Games will take place at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 24, at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 
St. Paul Ave. Tryout dates, costs and other information will be 
provided about Team St. Paul’s participation at the 2008 JCC 
Maccabi Games that will be held in San Diego, California on 
August 3-8. Participation is open to Jewish teens ages 13-16 
as of August 1. Team St. Paul is sponsored by the St. Paul and 
Sabes JCCs. Families do not need to belong to either JCC 
to participate. The St. Paul delegation will compete in boys’ 
and girls’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ soccer, baseball, tennis, 
swimming, dance, golf, bowling and table tennis. To register 
for the meeting, call 651-698-0751. For more information, 
call Rich Danov at 651-4733 or visit www.jccmaccabi.org.

A Superbowl party will be held by the Temple of Aaron’s 
Men’s Club at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, February 3, at the synagogue, 
616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. This is open to members and 
non-members. The game will be shown in high definition in 
the Fink Youth Lounge and winter grilled Kosher hamburgers 

and hot dogs will be served. Pop and beer also will be available. 
The cost is $8.00-$10 for adults and $5.00 for children. To reg-
ister, e-mail George Bier at george@thebierfamily.com or call 
the synagogue at 651-6998-8874.

Southwest Area Fastpitch will host an open house and regis-
tration night on Wednesday, February 13, for girls interested 
in playing traveling softball this summer. The open house will 
take place from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Teams are forming at the 18, 16, 14, 
12 and 10 and under levels. Play begins in May and runs to 
mid-July. Interested players and parents should stop by the 
open house or e-mail swafastpitch@aol.com.

The Medtronic Twin Cities Kids Marathon will hold a track 
meet from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, February 2, at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Field House. The meet will feature half-
mile and mile runs. Kids may register with their parent’s help 
at mtcmarathon.org. The cost is $12. All kids will receive a 
medal and a winter hat.

Matt Cadwell, a Cretin-Derham Hall graduate and now junior 
guard at Concordia University-St. Paul, reached 1,000 career 
points during the Golden Bears’ 93-55 home loss to Winona 
State on January 12. Cadwell has 1,006 points in his three col-
legiate seasons, including two with South Dakota State before 
transferring to Concordia. He finished the game with seven 
points and five assists. 

A gentle walking class meets from 10:30 to 11:15 am. each 
Wednesday at Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S., 
Minneapolis. Walking and stretching will be under the guid-
ance of Dorrie Brandon from the South Minneapolis YMCA.  
Walk at your own pace. No reservations are required, but there 
is a suggested donation of $1.00. Call 612-721-6611 or visit 
www.christchurchluth.org.

31b wright call

Sports Shorts
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Classifieds
home improvementS

BATHROOM/KITCHEN Re­
modeling. Professional, reliable, 
free estimates. Call Mike, 651- 
263-7065.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con­
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling 
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base­
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612- 
702-0761.

WOOD FLOORS. Install, sanding, 
recoats, repairs. Great rates. Eric, 
651-332-1010.

*BATH/KITCHEN REHAB*
Tubs/surrounds, toilets, sinks, CE­
RAMIC TILE, etc. 612-275-9815.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block; free estimates/ 
insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

home improvementS

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi­
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

EXTERIOR COLOR consulting 
plus paint. Restoration/preservation 
services. Turning Point Woodworks. 
651-698-4227.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish work, basements, bath­
rooms, drywall/repair; reliable;  
20 years; Mike Foster, 651- 
216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S CUSTOM Flooring. Install, 
refinish & repair. Laminates & hard­
woods. Free estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 612-501-7054; 763-
444-9048.

*BATHROOM REPAIR!!!*
Low water pressure. Replace  
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds, water 
heater, etc. 612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora­
tion. Structural and moisture prob­
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint­
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Replace 
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds,  
water heater, etc. 612-275-9815.

home improvementS

PAPER HANG/Strip, Paint, Faux. 
Call Dar, 612-867-7675.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi­
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto­
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special­
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta­
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

home improvementS

PAINTING, wallpaper removal, 
skim coating, textured ceilings, 
knockdowns. Stain/varnishing, 
small wall repair. Average home 
$600; average 3 rooms, $200; aver­
age garage, $200; Painter Jim, 651-
698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL­
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING; bath­
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti­
mates; John, 651-772-1546; 651-
808-4055.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref­
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

YES, WE’RE Buying!!! Older Rugs, 
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE 
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks; 
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469. 
TOP CASH PAID.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve­
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base­
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex­
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat, 
water damage, knockdown, dry­
wall, paper hanging; free estimates; 
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint­
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil­
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti­
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con­
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Residential. 
Quality work. Local references. Lic./
Bond./Ins. 651-690-3956. 

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys­
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

ROOM-BY-ROOM painting and 
repair, quality workmanship, esti­
mates; 651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light­
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

OAK/BIRCH, mixed firewood,  
4' x 4' x 16 inches, $85 or 2/$150. 
Delivered & stacked; super dry. 
612-600-8513.

REAL ESTATE/LAND

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad­
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

ASSESSED PROPERTY value too 
high? Tax Abatement Appraisals: 
$345. 651-690-3018.

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

HIGHLAND REALTY. Call: Michael 
Shields, Seller Representative 
Specialist Designation. 651- 
699-5228.

FOUR BEDROOM, 2 bath, 2-car 
split. New roof, furnace, A/C, hot 
water, bath flooring, paint. Huge 
yard. $229,000, W 7th area.  
maxgygi.com, RE/MAX Results, 
651-248-6091.

REAL Estate wanted

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair    651.698.4949

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Feb. 6          Deadline: Jan. 30

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

14.30

18.70

23.10

00.00

11.00 minimum

15.40

19.80

24.20

00.00

12.10

16.50

20.90

25.30

00.00

13.20

17.60

22.00

26.40

00.00   Classified ads are $1.10 a word, $11.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
   credit card. Please email, fax or deliver your ad to:  wantads@myvillager.com, 651-699-6501, 757 Snelling  
   Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116.
   To charge your ad, please complete:    Discover             Visa            MasterCard
   Card #  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___    Expiration Date ___  ___  -  ___  ___
   Signature___________________________________________________________  Phone__________________________ 

 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
 �Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
�Professional Services
 �Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
� Roommates
 �Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
 Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

   Certified  Arborist 651 699-7022
    “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

Kitchen & Bath Specialists
  Let us help you live good!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured      651983-7836  MN Lic No: 20220556

 Livingood’s Handyman & Remodeling
Hot Soups • Gifts

769 Cleveland Avenue
at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448

649 Snelling Avenue
at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festival TAX SEASON IS HERE
James J. McNulty, C.P.A. 651698-1968
I offer competitive rates with electronic filing. 
A year-round, full-service tax and accounting firm 
conveniently located in Highland Park. 
More than 20 years experience.

Continued page 36



page 36	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, january 23, 2008

Service Directory
Home Services

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experience, 
b i g  o r  s m a l l  j o b s ;  6 5 1 - 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651- 
488-2020. 

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

FURNITURE REFINISHING. 
Furniture repair, str ipping &  
refinishing. Quality work, 32 
years in business. Oak Plus, 612- 
724-5151.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN, good 
work, reasonable rates. Insured. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

OLD FASHIONED HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. No job too small.  
Ben Sr., 651-485-7407.

FIREPLACE REPAIR. Chimneys, 
stucco, brick & stone work; problem 
solving. Free estimates/Insured. 
Small jobs ok. 651-442-9748;  
1-888-295-3553.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
CARPENTRY. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

RECYCLE YOUR old bed box 
spring or mattress, $10 pickup 
charge each piece; 10-5; 651- 
647-1771.

ROOF SNOW removal. 20 years 
friendly service. Insured. 651- 
222-0489.

HANDYFOLKS. Retired profession-
als at your service. Painting, house-
cleaning, repairs, tiling, etc. Quality 
work, reasonable rates. Jerry and 
Bobbie, 612-729-7872.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

Home Services

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition, garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

I'M YOUR HANDYMAN! Small jobs, 
problem solving, older homes. 651-
227-0286.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

NEED A CARPENTER? Call me 
first. Local, dependable, committed 
to quality. Specializing in basement 
refinishing. Fully insured. Adam, 
612-716-5420.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

home improvementS

PETERS HARDWOOD Floors. 
Father/son operated. Fifteen years' 
experience.  Excellent work. Free 
estimates. Nathan, 651-332-0374.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair. 
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys, 
walls, steps. Restoration qual-
ity work. Free estimates. Insured.  
1-888-295-3553; 651-442-9748.

PLUMBING. All types including 
drain cleaning. Fast, reliable ser-
vice. Guaranteed work. Up front 
pricing. Call today, 612-501-7089. 
HomeTown Plumbing, #5338pm.

CAPITAL CITY Painting, walls, ceil-
ings, floors. Installed, repaired, re-
finished. 651-343-2267.

INTERIOR PAINTING. Profes
sionally done to your satisfaction. 
References upon request. Local 
resident. 651-405-9414.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

PAINTING, commercial/residential. 
Interior/Exterior. 20 years profes-
sional, friendly, local service. 651-
222-0489.

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

REFACE existing cabinets with 
new real wood fronts, end panels, 
doors/drawer fronts. One man shop. 
Special attention to detail. 35 years' 
experience. Free estimate. Call Pat, 
612-529-8816. 

Home Services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

News deadline is Tuesday, 8 days prior to publication.
Display ad deadline is Thursday, 6 days prior.

Service Directory/want ad deadline is Wednesday, 7 days prior.

Publication dates for 2008
JANUARY	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31	
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	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	
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24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29
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JUNe	 	 	 	 	 	
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	 30

JUlY	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31

AUgUst	 	 	 1	 2	
3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	
31

septembeR		 	 	 	
	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30	

octobeR	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	

NovembeR	 	 	 	 1	
2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	
30	
	 	
decembeR	 	 	 	 	
	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30	 31

   Privacy…Peace…
                         Practicality…Playtime

� is princely Lino Lakes estate is worry-free.

100’ x 100’ open back yard.
Let the games begin!

One year
AHS Home
warranty

Listed at $589,900.

Take a 360-degree tour of 6620 LaCasse Dr. now
at www.circlepix.com/home/JZAAM9 .

Call Lawrie Yearsley at 651-329-8294.

Adjacent 
wooded acres 
provide natural 
privacy and 
wildlife.

Hanson-built rambler — Reggie Award design.
1.7 acre lot (there’s more beyond the trees).
Huge 5+ car thermostatically heated garage.
4,146 � nished SF, 2,006 above and 2,140 below.
Lower level walkout with 4-zone radiant in-� oor heat.

Adjacent 
wooded acres 

wildlife.

SENIOR ISSUE:    
February 20

Deadline: Thursday, February 14

To reserve your advertisement call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

With age comes wisdom.
(And with our special Seniors Issue comes a lot of wise customers.) 

Over 35,000 of them age 55 
and over. Focusing – or in 
some cases bi-focusing – on 
all kinds of topics of special 
interest to them. Or anyone 
related to them for that matter. 
We might modestly remind 
you that Villager seniors are – 
like all 132,000 of our readers – 
quite a bit above the financial 
median.*  So if you've got a 
message for them, the wise 
thing to do is give us a call.

*F
am

ily
 in

co
m

es
 o

f o
ve

ra
ll 

re
ad

er
sh

ip
 4

0%
 gr

ea
te

r t
ha

n 
th

e T
w

in
 C

iti
es

 m
ed

ia
n.

 
D

at
a 

co
py

rig
ht

 2
00

6 
by

 E
xp

er
ia

n/
Ap

pl
ied

 G
eo

gr
ap

hi
c S

ol
ut

io
ns

.

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, 
Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis 

neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

Continued
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Service Directory
Office & graphics

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. Typing, 
transcribing, mini-cassette/fax; legal 
b a c k g r o u n d ;  6 5 1 - 
488-9333.

Computer/Internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, 
troubleshooting, upgrades, virus 
spyware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

APPLE SUPPORT. Apple Certified 
Consultant. On-site for Businesses 
and Home Computers. Mac + 
Network + People = Success. 
Learn More: www.clintronx.com; 
651-329-6319.

WOMEN'S COMPUTER Care! 
Software/Hardware repair; will 
drop-off, your home or office. 
Internet/Network. One-on-one 
classes. Fee: Hourly $45. Not 
limited to women only. Deb: 651- 
271-4902; Kathy: 651-492-0024.

NEED HELP WITH your tech- 
nology? Geoff Myers, who is Apple 
Certified, can assist you with your 
Apple computer, iPod or iPhone, 
home network, home audio/video 
setup, digital camera or camcorder, 
mobile phone, PDA, GPS, and 
other electronics. Only $25/hour. 
email: geoff@geoffmyers.net. Web: 
www.simdex.org. Phone: 651- 
204-9031.

SENIORS, CROSS THE RIVER/
BECOME MORE COMPUTER 
LITERATE! SeniorNet, a national 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to teaching computer literacy to 
adults over 50, has trained over 
2500 seniors at their Learning  
Center in Minneapolis near the 
Basilica and Walker Art Museum, 
only fifteen  minutes from Highland! 
Small classes, taught by patient 
seniors, meet 2 hours once weekly  
for 4 weeks, $25. (Basics, E-mail, 
Internet, Photo elements, Word 
Processing, etc.) Parking, $2.50. 
Starts Jan. 28. Information: 612-
659-6253.

SPECIAL SERVICES

MECHANIC ON WHEELS. Ser-
vice maintenance, repairs, auto, 
home, garden; 651-343-2267.

pet sitting/pet care

I CARE FOR your pets in your 
home or mine. Dog walking. Sheri, 
612-721-9062.

A HELPING PAW. Amanda, 612-
205-0587. www.ahelpingpawtc.
com.

IN HOME worry free pet sitter;  
licensed, insured. PSI Member.  
612-205-3264, Cyndi.

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

snow/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

TIM’S SNOWPLOWING Services.  
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

SNOW SERVICE. Sidewalks, steps, 
driveways. Roof top snow & ice re-
moval. 651-699-2832. Insured.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

SNOW REMOVAL, plowing & haul-
ing. Roof top/ice dam removal. Total 
lawn maintenance, landscaping. 
John, 612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Complete 
Landscaping. Plan your spring 
project now. Free estimates. 
References. Loren, 651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT SNOW removal, lawn care. 
Highland resident. Call Chris, cell 
651-757-6339.

ROOF SNOW & Ice Removal; side-
walks/drives shoveled. GUTTER 
CLEANING. Licensed. Insured. 
#20126373. Burton's Rain Gutter 
Service, 651-699-8900.

SNOW REMOVAL. Sidewalks, 
driveways, roofs. Seasonal/monthly/
per time. 651-698-0840.

SNOW. Walks/Dr ives/Roofs. 
Highland. References/Experience. 
Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

SNOW REMOVAL. Residential 
$60/month. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. Call for free quote. 651- 
343-3944.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

ACCTING/INCOME TAX

INDIVIDUAL TAXATION and  
Investment Management. CPA.  
felix.mcgovern@mncpapro.com.

INCOME TAX Service. David A. 
Markuson. Over 20 years' expe-
rience. Your home or mine. 612-
724-7021. E-file available.

PROFESSIONAL TAX prepara-
tion for individuals, businesses. 
Electronic filing. Over 20 years' ex-
perience. James J. McNulty, CPA, 
651-698-1968.

PROFESSIONAL INCOME Tax 
Preparation. Over 25 years' ex-
perience. Call Bob Kraker at 651-
485-8888.

Office & graphics

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

Housecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable, housecleaner, good  
references, thorough; Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

OPENINGS AVAILABLE. Spic 
'n span housecleaning. Honest,  
reliable. References. Sarah, 651-
698-4645.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

DISCOUNT CLEANING. Carpet 
20¢ sq. ft. Housecleaning; free  
estimate. 612-598-5906; 952- 
814-4524.

NOW ACCEPTING new clients. 
Insured, reliable, trustworthy. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, or 
one-time clean. Residential/
Commercial. References avail-
able (current/past clients). 612- 
867-3500, Laura. 

ROSE'S CLEANING. 2-person 
team, affordable, dependable, in-
sured, references. 651-644-0249; 
651-485-9625.

SPARKLING CLEAN! Detailed, 
organized, reasonable rates. 
Experienced, good references. 
Free estimates. Maria, 651- 
225-1202.

RELIABLE HOUSECLEANING 
by Kathy. $49 for 2 hours. 651- 
488-2563.

snow/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn Maintenance & 
Landscaping Service. THE MOST 
RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE 
SNOW SERVICE AVAILABLE. 
Free estimates on all our ser-
vices including snowplowing, 
shoveling, snow hauling and 
salt/sanding. Hardscaping: patio/ 
retaining walls. Landscaping: sod-
ding, etc. LICENSED. INSURED. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 651- 
231-7748.

THE BEST residential snow  
removal; contracts starting at $110/
month. Landscaping services. 
Bluhm Brothers, 651-227-2584.

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured

Office 651-647-1480    Cell 612-386-7366

Normandale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

      ‘‘Mission Oak for
          Every Room”

OAK PLUS
Large Showroom

Open M-F 9-5:30, Sat. 10-5
2724 E. 38th St. Mpls.

612-724-5151

QUALITY OAK FURNITURE

Save on Many Styles of Mission Dining
— Super Oak Bookcases

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

My old windows are great…

But I’m tired of freezing.

Energy Improvements for Older Windows
Add “tilt-in” feature to Original Windows
Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting
Restoration Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

Strippers
                                SINCE 1964

FURNITURE RESTORATION
• Furniture & Woodwork Stripping
• Repair Old & New Furniture
• Refinishing  • Caning
• Upholstery   • Rushing
• Reproduction Hardware
• Retail Supplies For
   Do-It-Yourselfers
• Pick-Up & Delivery Available

 651-645-0678
1698 SelbY Av St PAUl

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean  • Repair
• Install

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

Roof Snow &
Ice Removal

Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Shoveling Walks & Drives

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping ~

Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and

Snow Removal
John: 612.328.6893

20 years experience / Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE
& LANdSCAPINg

The Best Care Year-Round

651714-4100
David Jarecke • 12 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/ Insured

SEASONS
PAINTING

• Plaster Repairs
• Water Storm Damage

• Skim Coating
• Wallpaper Removal
• Painting of All Kinds

• Texturing of All Kinds

fireplaces & hearths, foundation 
walls, basement slabs, structural 
repairs, plaster, taping, painting, 

carpentry.
  29 Years exp.

curt 651698-4743

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Naturally Beautiful
Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

• Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
• Spot Repairable  • Easy Maintenance
• Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring  • Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at

Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595.

Job Fair We will soon be offering a variety of positions
to candidates experienced in the fi elds of:

Nursing (RNs and LPNs)   Home Health Aide
Housekeeping   Activity Staff   Front Desk/Receptionist

If you have experience working with older adults in an assisted living or memory care setting and would like to be part of 
making our residents lives more peaceful, comfortable and dignifi ed, we encourage you to attend our upcoming JOB FAIR.

Sunday, January 27, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Monday, January 28, 2:00 - 8:00 p.m.

The Wellington, 2235 Rockwood Avenue, 651-699-2664
Refreshments provided. Prize drawing for all applicants: Target Gift Card

Bring your resume • On-site interviews available • Benefi ts available for 30+ hour per week positions

Where Caring Reflects Family
www.stuartco.com
www.thealton.com

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Service Directory
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Piano Tuning/Repair

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered 
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning 
coupon. Gavinpiano.com. 

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. 
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

Instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K- 
college, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT.  
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955..

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

EXPERIENCE THE JOY of fear- 
less sewing! Classes, camps &  
private lessons. 651-297-0495; 
sewinglounge.com.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Profes- 
sionals, Career Changers. 18+ 
years' experience. Pamela, 612-
729-9964.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS: MAKE $600-$800/wk. 
+ benefits! Get pre-hired, go to 
work with Swift! No CDL? No prob-
lem! Local training @ ATT, 866- 
823-0268.

HOUSE CLEANING, need car, 
2-5 days, wage plus miles; 651- 
426-8850.

CHILD CARE service needs adults 
days, evenings and vacations; 
$500 week/up. Car necessary. 651- 
429-2963.

DREAMING OF relocating to the 
heart of God's country? Transport 
company in the North Country 
offering a lucrative life changing 
opportunity! Need motivated indi-
vidual that excels in customer rela-
tions, employee motivation skills, 
management and has knowledge 
of governmental compliance re-
lated to petroleum transportation. If 
you have a strong positive, can-do 
attitude and a willingness to suc-
ceed, e-mail resume to drwjkr01@
yahoo.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/Internet 
Florist. PT 2-3 days/week. Seeking 
enthusiastic person with good com-
munication skills. Computer skills re-
quired with knowledge of email and 
ability to work 5 days a week prior to 
floral holidays. $9/hr. Apply in person 
to June, A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 
1738 Grand Ave., St. Paul; 651- 
695-3224.

DRIVE WOMAN appointments/
errands; once/twice week; non-
smoker, compassionate; 651- 
690-9954.

SUPER DAY Gas Station: Wanted 
FT Asst. Managers & FT, PT 
Cashiers. Immediate openings. I94 
& Snelling (281 Snelling Ave N). 
Great opportunity. Call Manager, 
Char, 651-209-3121 or walk-in.

IDEAL FOR Students? St. Paul 
Realtor seeks someone for "door-to-
door" flyer delivery in the Highland, 
Merriam Park, Mac/Groveland, 
River Road & South Minneapolis 
neighborhoods. Job requires stuff-
ing materials into bags and then 
delivering items to homes. Pay is 
negotiable and hours are flexible. 
Contact Brad at 612-332-5800.

Health & Fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

GoChi JUICE. Kosher. Delicious, 
13 reasons, 14 days. Randomized 
double blind study. Better sleep, 
more energy. Audrey,  651- 
699-6820.

massage therapy

*THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE*
651-645-0575. The Wellness Clinic 
LLC.

RELAXING SWEDISH & Deep 
Tissue Massage. Snelling &  
St. Clair. HealthPoint building. 
651-698-1404.

Sewing/Embroidery

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 651-
698-9604 or e-mail fiebigerj@
qwest.net.

Music Instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana Uni- 
versity. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO LESSONS, all levels, 
member National & Mn. Music 
Teachers ’ Assn. ; ca l l  651- 
690-1889, Celia Perelman.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; at my studio or 
your home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

PIANO LESSONS in a cozy 
home studio with an encouraging,  
experienced, great teacher. Trish, 
651-645-1620.

GUITAR LESSONS. Suzuki/
Traditional, Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
292-4929.

Peter Wi lson

Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Interior
WOODWORK
REFINISHING

Remove Old Paint/Finish
• Buffets  • Moldings
• Windows  • Doors

• Fine Furniture
Restore the original beauty.
Free Estimates • Locally owned

Dave Gunderson Restoration
Certified Wood Finish Specialists

651.699.6547

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

• Furnace SALE on NOW!

& AIR CONDITIONING

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

Moisture
Damage?

651-698-3156

• Residential
• Commercial
• Many local references

• Residential
• Commercial
• Many local references

BEAKS   (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Snow Shoveling
       & Plowing
Snow Shoveling
       & Plowing

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                     Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                      Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-459-7552
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOF TOP
SNOW & ICE
REMOVAL

Roger Gatz ★ Quality since 1974
651699-7022

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Ice Dams?
We Steam!
Reasonable Rates – Insured – Quick Response

Steaming is the only
safe method to

remove ice without
damaging your roof.

651-699-3504
                               www.rooftodeck.com
ROOF & DECK CLEANING

ICE DAM REMOVAL

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

Attic Expansions • New Baths
Kitchens • Basements

Custom Designs Consulting
Custom Cabinetry Woodwork

Complete
Remodeling

Services
T. Sullivan Renovations

Trusted Local Business Since 1981
terry 651-649-4696

State Lic.# 2012885

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Wall & Ceiling Repair

Water Damage • Skim Coating
We Match Most Textures
Ceiling Texture Removal

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

R.P. VOGEL
R E M O D E L I N G

big
SAVE

    MONEY  ON REMODELING    THIS WINTER
DO A REMODELING PROJECT 
WITH US BETWEEN JANUARY 1 AND APRIL 30 AND

SAVE UP TO 12% 
Call for details or to schedule an appointment for a free estimate.

Minneapolis 612.729.6653
St. Paul 651.489.1110

info@rpvogel.com
www.rpvogel.com

Putting Character Into Contracting Since 1969

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Int. /Ext. Painting
Wallpapering / Stripping

Wood Stripping / Refinishing
Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
Ceiling Texturing / Repair

Courteous craftsmen
Work steady start to finish

References available
Two year warranty

Liability Ins. / Workers Comp.

Call: 612-827-6140or

www.PaintingbyJerryWind.com

65 699 6 01- - 14

Formerly:
Home Traditions Painting & Wallpapering

Same great work.  Same great employees.
Even greater value.

SM

Jerry Wind

	 Weaver Electrical
Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers

• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting

                                             Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 
Over 29 Years Experience

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured
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Help Wanted

LOVE HOME DECOR? Become a 
consultant with At Home America. 
Call Heather, 952-220-0287.

RESPONSIBLE ADULT to drive 
child from school in Highland 
to home/activities 3 days/week. 
Occasional child care possible. 
College student with references 
OK. 612-722-4107.

child care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

*MARY POPS IN*
Mature, loving, attentive, stimulating 
care. Babies & children. References. 
Mary, 651-222-2268.

For Rent Residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. Charming 2 bedrooms,  hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bed-
rooms, carpeted, spacious closets; 
$635-$655. For appt. call Cindy, 
651-699-8471.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Specials; 
$400 in rent coupons. Come home 
to the sought after neighborhood 
of Highland Park. We offer one 
bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $675. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $535. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704 
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

1776 ST. CLAIR AVE. Two bdrms. 
from $805; 651-690-3787. www.
krcapartments.com.

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Ran
dolph, spacious 1 & 2 BR, 
quiet senior bldg. Underground 
heated parking, $663-$824;  
651-773-3485.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-330-4391. www.krca-
partments.com.

548 OHIO. Private entry! 2 BR, 
1 BA, 1,600 sq. ft., w/d, C/A and 
more, $1,065 + util.; 952-844-0500 
or email krisulzbach@aol.com.

Celebrating
Our 26th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GARAGES L.L.C.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

ELECTRIC

  • Residential
  • Commercial
  • Remodels
  • Industrial
  • Service Upgrades

FREE ESTIMATES
Daniel Lew

owner/master electrician
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

612-801-5364

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

SNOW
PLOWING

&
SHOVELING
Tree Trimming
Firewood - PU
or delivered
Call NOW
to Reserve.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

15% off
w/ad

15% offw/ad

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

FRANK’s HOME REPAIRs
 Home Projects & Repairs
 Carpentry, sheetrock
 tilework, plumbing,
 electric. Excellent work.

Frank Durkin  651-276-7094

Restoring Furniture to
Beauty and Elegance

UPHOLSTERY SPECIAL
15% Off Labor – 20% For Seniors

Present this coupon at time of order.

               Guaranteed Excellence in Workmanship
• Free Estimates
• In Home Fabric Selection
• Showroom & Guided Tour

                            617 Snelling Ave. S.  •  651-698-1707
customcraftedupholstery.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
1272 GRAND AVENUE (ACROSS FROM KOWALSKI’S)

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 A.M. –5 P.M.

For Rent Residential

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 1 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers convenient 
access to work or enjoyment. 
Hidden River Falls, unique shops, 
and great restaurants are just a 
walk, jog or bicycle ride away. Off-
street parking and garages avail-
able. Call to reserve your new 
home! 952-334-5365.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,450 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

AFFORDABLE LUXURY. 3 BD 
3 BA, 1200 SF, washer/dryer in 
unit, elevator, pool, steam shower, 
dressing room with built-ins, sky-
lights, screened balcony, 2 BR 2 
BA; 651-698-4133.

THREE, 3-bedroom duplex units 
for rent. All near William Mitchell. 
Many updates. Avail. Feb. 1. Rent 
$1,050+. 651-649-4412.

HIGHLAND PARK. Clean, quiet 
room, $400 per month; 651- 
335-9609; 651-698-0160.

MAC-GROVELAND, upper 3+ 
BR, 1 1/2 bath, 3-season porch,  
garage, laundry, storage, large  
living room, formal dining room, 
hardwood floors, A/C, pet and 
smoke free, $1,495, heat paid, 
Feb. 15; 651-698-0728; 651- 
454-6113.

MAC-GROVELAND, 2 BR side by 
side duplex, near river, 2142 Palace 
Ave. Hdwd. floors, natural wood-
work, own basement, washer/dryer, 
fenced yard, garage, smaller pets 
ok. $1,050/mo. 651-699-6162.

MACALESTER-GROVELAND 
bungalow, Feb. 1, 3 bdrm., 1 ba, 
renovated, hardwood, stainless 
steel appliances, double garage, 
fenced yard, patio, storage, no 
smoking/pets, lease; $1,300 + util. 
651-452-9222.

HIGHLAND PARK, on Randolph 
Ave. New, spacious 3 bdrm., 2 ba 
with garage, laundry room, bus 
route; $1,500/mo. 1-404-374-9120.

For Rent Commercial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+ per
son office space available immedi-
ately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

UNIVERSITY & VANDALIA, 10,000 
sq. ft. or 5000 sq. ft. offices. Two floor 
atrium, free parking, close to free-
way. Great exposure. Great space. 
Mick, 651-248-5651

OFFICE SPACE. Prime historic loca-
tion. Ramaley Professional Building, 
658 Grand Ave. Two offices, confer-
ence room, reception area. Available 
immediately. Contact Mike, 612- 
805-7543.

GREAT LOCATION, great space, 
affordable prices. Move-in special! 2 
offices & virtual presence available 
in Baker Court Bldg. Near 280/94. 
Ample free parking. Receptionist & 
office equipment available. Share 
space with 4 attorneys. Carey 
Thuente, 651-641-8664.



Sold! Sold! Sold!
Success in  today's challenging real 
estate market is measured one home 
at a time. For successful results put 
Norm Geiger's experience to work 
for you! 

651 696-0866

Highland Charmer!
Great value! One owner home w/4 
BRs, 1.5 baths, eat-in kit., FP, formal 
DR, expansion w/hdwd., new elec., 
furn. & AC, 2-car gar., nice lot. 1631 
Bayard Ave.
612 670-7665 $319,900

What a Steal!
Sun-filled 2-story condo in beautiful 
Emerald Gardens project. Stylish up-
grades, 2 private balconies & perfect 
location! Furnishings can stay -- bet-
ter than new!
651 646-2100 $225,000

Picture Perfect!
Open floor plan plus gorgeous decor! 
Stunning LR w/vaulted ceiling & 
tons of wondows. Speacious master 
suite, large eat-in kit. & lofted FR. 
Must see! 2995 David Cir.
651 646-2100 $250,000

New Mac-Grove Listing
Classic Mac-Groveland bungalow, 
just listed. 1839 Princeton. Brick 
& stucco Craftsman with 2 BRs & 
hdwd. floors. Updated kit. & bath, 
large fenced yard w/gardens.

651 696-0879

Tangletown Reduced!
You must see this lovingly cared for 
turn of the century home! 3 BRs, 2 
baths, attached gar., 2 huge decks, 
eati-in kit., gleaming hdwd. floors 
throughout. Call Sue today!

651 256-7400

Spacious Duplex
1995 Iglehart Ave.: Offering hard-
wood floors throughout, new 2½-
car gar., several updates, beautiful 
gardens, & only one block to Mer-
riam Park! www.bobreidell.com  
651 696-0855 $267,500

Incredible New 2-Story!
1745 Lansford Ln.: New 4-BR, 4-
bath w/red birch floors & alder 
wdwk., stunning gourmet kit., 2 
FPs, master suite & beaut. landscap-
ing.  www.bobreidell.com  
651 696-0855 $799,900

Stunning Arts & Crafts!
1605 E. River Pkwy.: Beautiful 2-
story w/hdwd. floors, new cherry 
kit. w/granite, 4 BRs, 2 baths, 3-car 
gar. on a large lot overlooking the 
river! www.bobreidell.com  
651 696-0855 $649,900

Charming Cottage
544 Fairview Ave. S.: Pristine 2-
story home! Offering 3-BRs, beauti-
ful antique heart pine floors, wood 
burning FP, attached gar. & new 
cedar roof. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $307,500

Rare Opportunity!
2050 Stanford Ave.: State of the 
art renovation of this single fam-
ily home. 4 BRs, 3 new baths, on 
a double lot in Mac-Groveland! 
www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $785,000

Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave.
Crocus Hill Office

651-251-4800
Your Experienced Real 

Estate Professionals www.minnesotahomes.com

Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy
Highland Office

651-698-8006

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results

Results

Bob Reidell Bob Reidell Bob Reidell

Sue Drude Noyes

Beth
Richardson

Beth
Richardson

Colleen
LangfordNorm Geiger

Bob ReidellBob Reidell

S O
LD

Chuck Luftman

If you’re planning to buy or sell...
Rely on the experience of SUE DRUDE NOYES

to start you on the right track!

Sellers • Sue offers 4 marketing plans... You make the choice!

Buyers • Let Sue negotiate the lowest price for maximum growth!
  • Stop paying rent and secure your financial future!

Free Buyer Seminar Every Saturday @ 10AM!
To register or for more info contact David Noyes Jr. @

651-256-7410 or email dnoyesjr@minnesotahomes.com

Sue Drude Noyes
651-256-7400

www.sdnrealestate.com

Results

Apple Valley
15451 Founders Lane

Apple Valley, MN 55124
952-431-2400

Crocus Hill
1071 Grand Avenue, Suite 102

St. Paul, MN 55105
651-251-4800

Eden Prairie
11200 West 78th Street
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

952-829-2900

Edina
5201 Eden Avenue, Suite 100

Edina, MN 55436
952-848-2400

Ellsworth, WI
315 Main Street West
Ellsworth, WI 54011

715-273-4077

Highland Park
2100 Ford Parkway, Suite 201

St. Paul, MN 55116
651-698-8006

Hudson, WI
2217 Vine Street, Suite 200

Hudson, WI 54016
715-381-5700

Minneapolis
125 Southeast Main St.
Minneapolis, MN 55414

952-848-2400

Northfield
315 Division St. South
Northfield, MN 55057

507-645-7653

Plymouth 
2605 Campus Drive

Plymouth, MN 55441
763-591-6000

RE/MAX Casas-Homes
3105 Bloomington Avenue S.

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612-728-5448

Wayzata
125 Lake Street West
Wayzata, MN 55391

952-475-8000

Woodbury
1920 Donegal Dr, Suite 200

Woodbury, MN 55125
651-735-1350

Outstanding Agents 
Outstanding ResultsResultsYour Experienced Real 

Estate Professionals

Dick Voss

Every day the media tells us how bad the housing market is! 
While it is more difficult to sell today, our area homes–con-
sidered to be the most desirable in the Twin Cities–have 
stood up very well. It's still a great time to buy and sell a 
home. Call Dick for his experience and marketing ability.

Office: 651-696-0899
Cell: 651-398-1780
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