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By Kevin Driscoll

Three candidates have thus far an-
nounced their intention to seek 
the Ward 4 seat on the St. Paul City 

Council in a special election in August to 
serve the last 161/2 months of Russ Stark’s 
term. Shirley Erstad, Amy Ireland and Mi-
tra Jalali Nelson are all DFLers, and all three 
will be seeking the party’s endorsement at 
a special convention on April 28 at Murray 
Middle School.

Tipping the convention in Nelson’s fa-
vor is the endorsement of St. Paul Mayor 
Melvin Carter. He made the endorsement 
several weeks ago after the St. Paul DFL 
decided to reconvene the delegates from 
the Ward 4 convention in 2017 rather than 
caucus for new delegates. Last year’s Ward 4 
convention voted overwhelmingly to sup-
port Carter in the mayor’s race. 

Ward 4 hopefuls 
seek DFL’s nod at 
Apr. 28 convention
Mayor plies his influence 
with Nelson endorsement

By Jane McClure

Just prior to an April 11 vote on the matter, St. 
Paul City Council member Samantha Hen-
ningson withdrew a proposed nine-month 

moratorium on building demolitions and lot 
splits on more than 40 potentially historic prop-

erties in Merriam Park.
The moratorium was being considered as a 

way to protect the properties while the city stud-
ied them for historic preservation status. How-
ever, an elderly couple’s desire to sell their two 
Iglehart Avenue houses for redevelopment got 
caught up in the debate, and Henningson said 
she preferred to “put people before buildings.” 

Her decision was a disappointment for Mer-
riam Park residents who have waited for years 
for a historic designation study and others who 

are concerned about losing more single-family 
homes to multifamily developments.

Merriam Park is one of the oldest neighbor-
hoods in St. Paul. It was developed as an exurban 
enclave halfway between Minneapolis and St. 
Paul following the completion of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad’s Short Line in 
1880 and the opening of a railroad depot near 
Cleveland and St. Anthony avenues. 

Merriam Park development moratorium nixed

Just monkeying around. Jayne Nadeau Soltermann (right) and her Swiss friend 
Eveline Haesli got into the spirit while showing off the gorilla they sculpted in front of Solter-
mann’s Summit-University home following April’s record-setting snowfall.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Central Baptist marks 125 years of faithful service

 By Roger Barr

Central Baptist Church will mark its quas-
quicentennial during the weekend of 
April 27-29 with events that celebrate 

its history and look forward to what lies ahead. 
“We’re celebrating 125 years of God’s faithfulness 

to the church,” said senior pastor the Reverend 
Joel Lawrence. 

The anniversary observance begins on Friday 
with prayer from 7-8:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
the church, 420 N. Roy St. From 5-8 p.m. on Sat-
urday, church members will celebrate with a din-
ner and a program focusing on a vision for the 
church’s future. On Sunday, members will gather 
at 9:00 a.m. for a continental breakfast and fel-
lowship, followed by worship services at 10:30. 

Congregation member Barbara Erickson ad-
mitted that it was hard to decide where to start 

when trying to articulate her deep emotional 
and spiritual connection to the church. “The 
philosophy, the mission and the vision of this 
church touches my heart and makes me want to 
remain a part of it,” she said. 

Erickson and her husband, Rodney, who has 
served as the church organist for 60 years, were 
married at Central Baptist in 1959. Though the 
couple moved to Roseville years ago, there was 
no question that they would continue to attend 
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area’s ever-changing needs

Survey of historic homes will 
proceed without protection

CITY BEAT

St. Paul considers 
dropping off-street 
parking requirements 
on Snelling Avenue c5

VIEWPOINT..........................8
news briefs................... 12
DISTRICT COUNCILS....... 14
crIME report................ 17
KiOSK................................. 19
CLASSIFIEDs.................... 28

A gallery  
is born c20

ON THE TOWN

EDUCATION BEAT

UST gets update on 
state of off-campus 
student housing  c16

SPORTS

CDH grad Townley 
relishes her role as 
MN Twins exec  c25

ON THE WATERFRONT

Nokomis to get 
makeover  c7

ward 4 race   c3

historic merriam park  c4

central baptist c2



page 2	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 25, 2018

 

      • Change oil & filter •  Inspect tune-up condition
      •  Check & fill under hood fluids •  Grease steering linkage, as needed
      •  Inspect CV boot condition • Inspect front & rear brakes                                           
      •  Lube suspension bushings, • Inspect wiper blades   
            grommets and mounts as needed   • Inspect electrical system
      •  Inspect front & rear suspension 
      •  Rotate tires if needed
      •  Test drive for alignment
      •  Inspect belts & hoses

Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2018

*Additional Service Billed as needed. Trucks & Vans billed separate. 
Includes up to 5 Qts. of Oil. Additional Fluids are extra.

$13995
plus Tax
$154 value

*

              C o u po n

     Our professional technicians will check:
 1. Radiator for leaks and corrosion
 2. Radiator cap
 3. Coolant level
 4.  Anti-freeze concentration  

(specific gravity)
 5. Water pump for leaks
 6.  Tension and condition of all  

fan/water pump
 7. Tension and condition of air conditioner belt
 8. Upper and lower radiator hose and clamps
 9. Bypass hose and clamps
 10. Heater hose and clamps Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2018

We do Factory Scheduled Maintenance for all
Makes & Models. Computerized records.

We offer Courtesy Rides

              C o u po n

 

                                                                  Plus Freon
Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2018

              C o u po n

         • Includes up to
             5 quarts
                of premium oil     

Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2018

$2195
plus Environmental Fee

$6995

Ron Alcorn ~ 26 Years Owner
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 651698-3208
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            Lube & Filter

Cooling System Flush

$5995
   Plus
Antifreeze

Air Conditioning Tune-up
& Recharge System

C o u po n

Spring Car Care Package

Tire DealerTire Dealer

      •  A/C system inspection 
      •  Belt and hoses inspection
      •  Charge up now before
             hot weather hits

• Perform Fuel Injection Service

the church each Sunday.
The congregation was established as 

the Second Swedish Baptist Church in 
1893 at the corner of Front Avenue and 
Albemarle Streets near downtown St. 
Paul. In 1911, church members decided 
to purchase the lots at its current home 
just southwest of Snelling and University 
avenues. The congregation began hold-
ing services in the new church in 1913. 
An addition was constructed in 1948, 
followed by an education wing in 1962 
and a new sanctuary, lobby and offices 
in 1975. 

“Our church sits at the crossroads of 
the Twin Cities,” Lawrence said. “If you 
draw a circle around the Twin Cities and 
you throw a dart and hit the bull’s-eye, 
you hit us. It’s a dynamic time in the 
Midway area.” 

He pointed at the site of the new Ma-
jor League Soccer stadium now being 
constructed across Snelling from the 
church. “We’re in the midst of all that,” 
he said. “We want to leverage this stra-
tegic location for the sake of the mission 
of the church.” 

That leverage includes a continued fo-
cus on the evangelical mission that has 
sustained Central Baptist for more than 
a century. “We are a gospel-centered 
church,” Lawrence said. “We proclaim 
the gospel of Christ’s death and resur-
rection for the salvation of the world.” 

Part of how the church’s members 
spread the gospel is by serving the com-
munity. “This church believes in reach-
ing out to the community and seeing 
how we can minister to people from 
their vantage point,” said the Reverend 
Chuck Sorlie, the church’s minister of 
youth and families. A Chicago-area na-
tive, Sorlie has lived in the Midway for 

most of the 33 years he has worked at the 
church. 

“I believe in community ministry,” he 
said. “The kids and families we serve—
they’re my neighbors.” 

For nearly 20 years, the church has 
operated Central Community Services, 
a nonprofit organization that offers free 
tutoring to local elementary and junior 
high school students. About 20 kids 
gather at the church on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons for tutoring. 

Every Wednesday night the church 
sponsors Super Supper, a kid-friendly 
meal organized by volunteers. Original-
ly a prelude to Wednesday night church 
activities, the supper has evolved into a 
ministry that attracts both neighbors 
and homeless people.  

The church also offers a ministry to 
felons, mostly women, who are transi-
tioning from prison. Women in transi-
tion are invited to visit Grace Boutique, 
where they can get clothes for job inter-
views.  

Sorlie estimated that these and other 
ministries attract an additional 80-100 
people to the church each week, beyond 
the 300 members who attend traditional 
Sunday services.  

While maintaining these ministries, 
Central Baptist’s leadership is keenly 
aware that times are changing and new 
ministries may be needed to insure the 
church’s future “We feel the challenges 
of urban churches,” Lawrence said, not-
ing that across the country fewer people 
attend church regularly than in past de-
cades. 

Over the years, Central Baptist has 
adapted to meet the area’s ever-changing 
demographics. Historically, its member-
ship has been largely Caucasian. Ser-
mons were delivered in Swedish until 
1923, when English started being used 

every other Sunday evening. Soon all 
Sunday evening services were in Eng-
lish and in 1929 the sign in front of 
the church was changed from Central 
Swedish Baptist. 

To reach out to the area’s increasingly 
diverse population, the church recently 
hired Troy Wilson, an African-Ameri-
can pastor, to do outreach. The church 
has also hosted Ethiopian and Eritrean 
congregations until each could acquire 
its own building. 

“We’ve been seeing good things hap-
pening,” Lawrence said of the congre-
gation’s efforts to reach out and grow. 
“We’ve had more baptisms the past 
couple of years than in prior years. 
We’ve had some ministry partnerships 
that have come into place with people 
in transitional homes. On Easter, we had 
30 former felons in our congregation. 
We baptized a number of them as well. 
Those are all signs of life here at Central.” 

Lawrence is well-aware that in recent 
years evangelism has come under criti-
cism for mixing politics with faith, but it 
is something he is glad to address head-
on. 

“The evangelical tradition is very 
broad,” he said. “It’s not just the tele-
vision evangelists and supporters of 
Donald Trump. The world ‘evangelical’ 
has been hijacked by the moral major-
ity. We’re more focused on theological 
concerns than political positions. We 
have people all over the theological and 
political spectrum. We have folks here 
from very blue to very red. It’s one of the 
important features of our church. 

“The thing most people comment on 
when they come here is what a warm 
and friendly place this is,” he continued. 
“We’re a congregation that has learned 
how to live with differences, united by 
our faith in Christ.”

Pictured clock-
wise from right: 
Central Baptist 

senior pastor 
Joel Lawrence 
stands outside 

the church’s 
1913 building 
in preparation 
for celebrating 
the congrega-

tion’s 125th 
anniversary; 3rd-

grader Jamaya 
Stephens gets 
help with her 

homework from 
Elizabeth  

Grodahl during 
a twice-weekly 

tutoring pro-
gram; Central 

Baptist’s sanctu-
ary, which was 

built in 1975. 
Photos by  

Brad Stauffer

1b Central Baptist
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Though not unprecedented, the 
mayor’s endorsement of a candidate 
in the City Council race could prove 
to be controversial. Tradition holds 
that such endorsements are made 
only after the convention.

“There might be a backlash 
against Carter’s endorsement,” said 
former St. Paul Mayor George Lat-
imer, a resident of Ward 4. “My 
experience is, people in St. Paul 
don’t like being told for whom to 
vote. For years now, I’ve been dubi-
ous of the caucus system because it 
doesn’t give enough people a voice 
in who gets endorsed. And this time 
around, using delegates who gave 
the mayor a majority in 2017, cuts 
even more people out of the pro-
cess, especially when there are three 
such strong candidates.”

“It’s troubling that a small com-
mittee of DFL party officials de-
termined that delegates to this 
year’s special endorsing convention 
should come from last year’s Ward 
4 convention rather than the pre-
cinct caucuses in February,” said 
Tom Goldstein, a DFLer and former 
mayoral and City Council candidate 
from Ward 4. Goldstein also ques-
tioned the DFL’s decision to hold 
the special election in conjunction 
with the August 14 primary election 
rather than the general election in 
November “when voter turnout and 
voter interest will be much higher.”

“It’s a fair assessment that using a 
delegate pool from a different cau-
cus cycle is tainted,” said DFL activ-
ist Roy Magnuson. He nevertheless 
believes that the mayor’s endorse-
ment will carry a lot of weight at 
the convention. “The question then 

becomes, can Ireland and Erstad re-
tain the support of enough delegates 
(to deny Nelson the endorsement),” 
Magnuson said.

“This endorsement is the first big 
political test for Carter,” said Ham-
line University political science 
professor David Schultz. “It’s about 
whether he can extend his electoral 
support into building a City Coun-
cil that will support him in his ef-
forts as mayor.”

Stark stepped down from the City 
Council in February to become the 
mayor’s environmental policy di-
rector. He has declined to endorse 
anyone in the race to succeed him.

To win the DFL endorsement, a 
candidate needs to receive the sup-
port of at least 60 percent of the del-
egates. Ireland and Nelson have said 
they will abide by the endorsement 
and not run if any of the other can-
didates is endorsed at the conven-
tion. Erstad said she will proceed 
to the election with or without the 
DFL endorsement. 

“Every voter in Ward 4 should 
have a voice in this election,” Erstad 

said, “not just a few pre-selected del-
egates who were organized for the 
mayoral campaign a year ago.” 

A resident of Merriam Park, Er-
stad, 51, is married and the mother 
of three grown children. She serves 
as executive director of the Friends 
of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul 
and Ramsey County. A graduate of 
South Dakota State University with 
a major in political science and a 
minor in economics, she is also a 
cofounder and steering committee 
member of the nonpartisan political 
advocacy group St. Paul STRONG. 

Affordable housing is one of Er-
stad’s top issues as a candidate. “I 
don’t want to see any more tear-
downs of affordable housing to 
make way for student housing,” she 
said. She also favors a $15 per hour 
minimum wage and greater fiscal 
responsibility by giving more prior-
ity to basic city services like street 
maintenance and public works over 
tax increment financing for large 
development projects. 

Erstad has been endorsed by the 
DFL Veterans Caucus, Ward 7 City 

Council member Jane Prince, for-
mer Ward 4 City Council member 
Jay Benanav, former Ward 2 City 
Council member Dave Thune, 
District 66A Representative Alice 
Hausman and School Board mem-
bers Mary Vanderwert and John 
Brodrick. .

Nelson, 32, a resident of St. An-
thony Park, is married and has no 
children. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison with 
a degree in political science, she 
serves as director of public safety 
and immigration outreach for U.S. 
Representative Keith Ellison of 
Minneapolis’ 5th District. 

“A shortage of affordable housing, 
particularly for renters, is a big issue 
in Ward 4, which has one of the fast-
est growing renter populations in 
the city,” Nelson said. “We also need 
to keep breaking down the barriers 
between people and government 
through more accountability and 
transparency. I want to work with 
the mayor and the police to ensure 
police accountability through new 
use-of-force guidelines.”

In addition to Carter, Nelson is 
endorsed by Ward 1 City Council 
member Dai Thao, St. Paul School 
Board member Jon Schumacher, 
Take Action Minnesota and the St. 
Paul Regional Labor Federation. 

Ireland, 44, lives in the Hamline-
Midway neighborhood with her 
husband and three children. A 
graduate of Macalester College and 
the University of Minnesota School 
of Law, she worked for 10 years as 
an immigration attorney and served 
as staff attorney for the Advocates 
for Human Rights, representing 
immigrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers who could not afford legal 
representation. 

Ward 4 is at a “crossroads for 
development,” Ireland said, “par-
ticularly around the new Major 
League Soccer stadium. I want to 
ensure that the stadium and devel-
opments on Marshall and Como 
avenues and on 12 vacant lots on 
Snelling Avenue north of University 
Avenue benefit the community and 
the large and small businesses we 
have.” Ireland said if elected, she will 
work for more police accountability 
and be an independent voice on the 
City Council, “one who keeps her 
word and works hard for the voters 
of Ward 4.”

Ireland said she was still being 
screened by organizations for pos-
sible endorsement, but has “the sup-
port of regular, everyday folks who 
are not politically connected but do 
the day-in and day-out work in our 
neighborhoods.” 

The formal candidate filing per
iod for the August 14 special elec-
tion in Ward 4 will run from May 
22 through June 5.

1b ward 4 race

Shirley Erstad Mitra Jalali NelsonAmy Ireland
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Marcy Wengler
651.238.7434
MarcyWengler@ 
edinarealty.com

Calling all Hobbyists
842 Larpenteur Ave: 5 BR / 3 
BA home with a 2-car attached 
and 2 car detached heated 
workshop. Gleaming hardwood 
floors and Marvin windows all on 
a .44 ac lot.
651 331-1735        $375,000 

overlooks Como Park 
1045 Nebraska: Stunning views 
and privacy from this sprawling 
stone rambler.  High end finish-
es throughout including kitchen 
and master retreat with custom 
walk-in closet.
651 331-1735        $650,000 

entertainers Dream
1800 Mississippi River Blvd: 
Refreshed paint throughout with 
4 BR / 2BA on the main level.  
Family friendly layout with vaulted 
main floor family room.   Unfinished 
lower level.
651 331-1735        $600,000 nicole lettnernicole lettnernicole lettner

river Park loFts!
Fine cosmopolitan living in 
prime downtown location on 
Mears Park. A true loft, ex-
posed beams, brick w/2 level 
living balcony w/views-roof-top 
deck. 2BR, 2 baths.
612 751-0729 $479,900 

move-in reaDy!
716 Goodrich: Artsy and beau-
tifully renovated w/every ame-
nity for a comfortable modern 
lifestyle. Luxurious master suite, 
and stunning kitchen, new win-
dows and boiler.
612 751-0729  mary Hardymary Hardy

Julie glass
651-225-3904

michael korby
651-225-3958

Julie glass
651-225-3904

michael korby
651-225-3958

HigHlanD townHouse!
Mint condition 3 BR, 3 BA, 
2,500 sq. ft. of spacious liv-
ing space.  Wood floors, up-
grades throughout & heated 
parking.
  
        $435,000

maC/grovelanD
One of the area’s most ad-
mired homes! 4 BR, 3 BA, 
3300 finished sq. ft, mahog-
any WW, main floor FR, LL w/
FPL, BR & bath. 

        

With over ONE MILLION
unique visitors a month, list
your home on the most-used

real estate site in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com

Marcy Wengler
651.238.7434
MarcyWengler@ 
edinarealty.com

Incredible style & decor in this 2.5 story. Many 
unique features include main floor family 
room, 2nd floor laundry, CA, on huge 200’ 
deep lot!               $700,000                    

CROCUS HILL
818 Fairmount: Charming, incredible details 
in completely renovated lower level. 4+ BR, 2 
BA with rough in for a 3rd. Updated kitchen 
and newer 2+ car garage.               $535,000

OLIveR T. CROSby HOUSe
Clarence Johnston designed, this 1900 
estate is on .62 acres in the heart of the 
Crocus Hill. Own a prestigious, solid stone 
piece of history.  804 Lincolon Avenue.                 

762 OSCeOLa avenUe 1804 WeLLeSLey avenUe
Charming bungalow, natural Craftsman-
style woodwork, 2nd level master suite, 
finished basement with egress windows 
and 3rd bath.

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

SOLD
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987 Selby Avenue    651.645.7645
            sewinglounge.com

Scissors: $4.25-$6.50
Knives: $2.50-$5.50

Pruning Shears: $5.50

       Scissor & Knife
  Sharpening

 & One Day Sale
     Saturday, May 5th

Sharpening:  10-2pm, Sale: 10-5pm
20%+ off all merchandise

                         (except sewing machines)

  
Coupon

OFFER EXPIRES 5/11/18 

Cleveland at St. Clair

651690-1846
snuffysmaltshops.com

Buy One, Get One

Regular Size Burger         
$3 off$3 off

Marshall Avenue resident Dean Nel-
son and others have already researched 
the neighborhood’s older homes and 
discovered that many were designed by 
regionally and even nationally promi-
nent architects. 

The proposed moratorium, Nelson 
said, “wasn’t about banning develop-
ment. It was about giving us some 
breathing room and taking a thought-
ful look at everything that’s happening 
in the neighborhood—which homes 
should be saved, where redevelopment 
should occur, and how we handle grow-
ing pressures for more density and more 
student housing. Samantha Henningson 
herself has compared the development 
pressures and property-by-property 
controversies to a game of whack-a-
mole, and without the moratorium that’s 
exactly what will happen now.”

The potentially historic properties 
are all within the original plat for the 
Merriam Park neighborhood—an area 
bounded by Dewey Street, Marshall, 
Cleveland and St. Anthony avenues. Past 
historic surveys have described that area 
as having a wealth of homes with archi-
tectural styles that were popular from 
the mid-1880s to the 1930s. Those styles 
range from farmouses to stately Queen 
Annes to the Pueblo Revivals of the ear-

ly 20th century. 
Marshall Avenue has been the focus 

of two recent controversies over redevel-
opment. One was over the demolition of 
two century-old homes on the northeast 
corner of Marshall and Moore Street 
and their replacement with a five-story 
apartment building. The second in-
volved the demolition of a rental house 
on the southwest corner of Marshall and 
Moore and its replacement with a five-
story apartment building.

The city recently imposed a year-long  
moratorium on development on six 
blocks of Marshall between Wilder and 
Wheeler streets. While the moratorium 
blocked the project on the southwest 
corner, plans for the apartment building 
on the northeast corner were submitted 
to the city before the moratorium took 
effect and are moving forward.

The larger development moratorium 
that Henningson withdrew was the sub-
ject of a contentious public hearing ear-
lier this month. A petition in support of 
the moratorium with the signatures of 
more than 150 Merriam Park residents 
was presented to the City Council. Op-
posed to the moratorium was the Tier-
ney family, who pleaded with the City 
Council to allow them to sell their two 
houses at 1905 and 1911 Iglehart Ave. to 
help pay for their elderly parents’ care.

The two Iglehart properties are the 

focus of a proposal to build four new 
single-family homes. In hopes of saving 
the two homes, neighbors have tried to 
block the development through a law-
suit. However, the Tierneys prefer to sell 
the properties together, saying they have 
been unable to attract suitable buyers for 
the houses separately. 

Citing the problems the moratorium 
would have caused the Tierneys, Hen-
ningson said she would work with city 
staff to see if there are other ways to pro-
tect other Merriam Park homes. 

The historic preservation study in 
Merriam Park will proceed and should 
be completed by the end of the year. 
Whether there are enough homes in the 
area worthy of preservation to create a 
historic district is not known. A 1983 
Ramsey County historic sites survey 
noted that while many homes in that 
area have retained their historic char-
acter, others have been altered over the 
years. 

Henningson sent an email to Merri-
am Park residents after the moratorium 
was withdrawn praising the “incredible 
organizing” that took place around the 
preservation issue. She said her hope is 
that the groundswell of support for his-
toric preservation meant that the own-
ers of most of the historic properties 
“will not be tearing down their houses 
in the coming months.”

1b historic merriam park

By Jane McClure

A setback variance for a new five-
story apartment building on the 
northeast corner of Snelling and 

Carroll avenues was recommended for 
approval on April 16 by the Union Park 
District Council (UPDC) Land Use 
Committee. Forest Lake-based develop-
er Gaughan Companies is planning 73 
market-rate apartments on the site rang-
ing from two-bedroom to 428-square-
foot micro units. The variance would 
allow apartment balconies to extend 
five feet out from the first floor of the 
building, which would be set back the 
required 10 feet from Snelling Avenue. 

The half-acre property at 304-308 N. 
Snelling Ave. was rezoned from business 
to traditional neighborhoods 3 last year. 
No other variances or zoning changes 
are being sought, according to architect 
John Harriss. The site plan is still being 
reviewed by city staff and could change. 
The UPDC committee asked for more 
information on how the building would 
affect sunlight reaching adjacent prop-
erties and on the design of the building’s 
first floor.

That corner of Snelling and Carroll 
was occupied for many years by two 
commercial buildings and a parking lot. 
The UPDC began reviewing proposed 
redevelopment of the site last year. At 
that time, a six-story building with 60 
one-bedroom apartments was being 

considered.
Gaughan has asked the UPDC’s 

Transportation Committee to consider 
making Carroll Avenue between Snel-
ling and Asbury Street a two-way street 
again. It was made one-way several years 
ago to prevent traffic from turning off of 
Snelling. Land Use Committee mem-
bers said the change ought to be dis-
cussed first with local residents.

Gaughan’s current plan is to construct 
a U-shaped building with the front door 
facing Carroll. The upper floors of the 
building would be stepped back from 
the property line with architectural de-
tails to break up the exterior walls and 
reduce the impact on homes to the east. 
According to Harriss, the intent is to 
maximize the use of the site while mini-
mizing its impact on neighbors. 

The building would have 30 micro 
units, three studio apartments, eight 
alcove-type apartments, 16 one-bed-
room and 16 two-bedroom apartments. 
All tenants would share a second-floor 
courtyard open to Carroll and a rooftop 
deck overlooking Allianz Field, the Ma-
jor League Soccer stadium now under 
construction directly across I-94. Both 
the courtyard and deck would have re-
stricted hours to prevent late-night dis-
turbances.

The building would range from 66 
feet to 56 feet high. It would include a 
total of 88,000 square feet of floor space. 
Its exterior would be faced with brick, 

metal panels and fiber board in dark 
brown, buff and gray color. The apart-
ments would have large windows to pro-
vide as much natural light as possible. 

The city requires a building of that 
size to have 61 off-street parking spaces, 
Harriss said. Gaughan is planning 72 
off-street parking spaces, all of them 
enclosed within the building with some 
on the first floor but most underground. 
Vehicles would enter and exit the build-
ing from Carroll. The building would 
also have ample bike parking, Harriss 
said.

The first floor along Snelling would 
include a community room, fitness cen-
ter, library and lobby. The first-floor of 
the building facing north would have a 
solid exterior. The east and south sides 
of the building would have decorative 
screening and landscaping.

A portion of the alley between Con-
cordia and Carroll avenues was vacated 
several years ago, creating a dead end 
just east of the redevelopment site. The 
developers are not interested in alley ac-
cess, Harriss said, so the cul-de-sac will 
remain. 

UPDC committee members asked 
if any retail stores could be included in 
the development. According to Har-
riss, that had been considered but the 
developers decided the building did not 
have enough space for both retail and 
the amenities they wanted to provide to 
their tenants.

An artist’s rendering of the south side of Gaughan Companies’ proposed 73-unit apartment building on the northeast 
corner of Snelling and Carroll avenues, with a morning sun casting a shadow on the second-floor courtyard at center.

Snelling-Carroll housing project get variance
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By Jane McClure

Last year much of Snelling Avenue from 
I-94 to Ford Parkway was rezoned to 
traditional neighborhoods to encourage 

denser, mixed-use redevelopment. The city of 
St. Paul may now eliminate off-street parking 
requirements as another spur to development 
along that stretch of the street. 

The Transportation Committee of the 
Union Park District Council (UPDC) got 
its first look at the city’s proposal on April 9. 
The idea will also be reviewed this spring by 
committees of the Highland and Macalester-
Groveland community councils.

The change, which would affect dozens of 
properties on Snelling, is one of three park-
ing revisions being studied, according to city 
planner Tony Johnson. 

The parking changes for Snelling are not 
expected to be ready for review by the Plan-
ning Commission and City Council for about 
a year. Three current projects planned on that 
stretch would not be affected unless they are 

postponed. They include the TJL develop-
ment at Snelling and St. Clair, the O’Gara’s-
Ryan Companies development at Snelling 
and Selby and the Gaughan Company devel-
opment at Snelling and Carroll. The first two 
projects are mixed-use, and all three would 
have enclosed or underground parking or a 
combination of both.

The proposed change would affect future 
development on and within a quarter-mile 
of Snelling, Johnson said. It would eliminate 
parking requirements regardless of the prop-
erty’s use.

The A Line bus rapid transit service on 
Snelling is one factor spurring the elimina-
tion off-street parking requirements on Snel-
ling, Johnson said. Similar changes are being 
looked at throughout St. Paul.

“Under the parking change, Snelling would 
have the same parking standards as Univer-
sity Avenue along the light-rail Green Line,” 
Johnson said. 

The City Council relaxed off-street park-
ing requirements on sections of University in 

2014. For that avenue’s mixed-use districts, 
new developments that are within a quarter-
mile of University can avoid off-street parking 
requirements. 

One difference in the two streets is that 
Snelling does not have large redevelopment 
sites like University does, Johnson said. De-
velopers have found site assembly along Snel-
ling to be difficult in the past. One example is 
the southeast corner of Snelling and St. Clair 
avenues where a larger site envisioned as a 
multistory, mixed-use development is now 
being eyed for two smaller projects.

UPDC committee members had mixed 
responses to the proposed off-street parking 
changes on Snelling. Some said they like the 
idea of promoting density and cited the re-
cent proposal to redevelop the former Dairy 
Queen property at Hague and Snelling av-
enues as an example. Plans to construct a 
single-story building there for Dunkin’ Do-
nuts and Red’s Savoy Pizza have met objec-
tions from some local residents who wanted 
to see upper stories added for housing as well. 

However, the developers said the cost of un-
derground parking nixed that idea.

Others wondered whether eliminating the 
off-street parking requirement along Snelling 
would create more demand for resident-only 
permit parking on nearby streets.

Johnson said that developers could still opt 
to include off-street parking due to market 
demand.

Two other proposed changes reviewed on 
April 9 would affect bicycle parking and how 
it is paid for. For new developments, the num-
ber of bike parking spaces in racks or lockers 
is currently tied to the number of motor vehi-
cle spaces at a development. Johnson said the 
city would “de-couple” bicycle parking from 
motor vehicle parking requirements. City 
staff would then develop a set of bicycle park-
ing standards based on land use and density.

Another change would allow a portion 
of the city’s parking fund to be allocated to 
shared bicycle racks and could benefit com-
mercial nodes where little or no bicycle park-
ing is currently available.

St. Paul may drop off-street parking requirements on Snelling 

By Jane McClure

A century-old former farmhouse at 299 
Warwick St. will be coming down to 
make way for a two-story modular 

home now that a variance has been approved 
by the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA).

On April 9, Minneapolis-based Metamor-
phosis Design and Build was granted a 1-foot 
variance from the minimum 4-foot side-yard 
setback. The variance was needed to allow for 
a sidewall articulation detail as required in 
residential design standards for the Macales-
ter-Groveland neighborhood. 

The vote for the setback variance was 4-1, 
with board member Luis Rangel-Morales  
opposed. A height variance was not required.

The two-story farmhouse was built be-
tween 1887-1900 and was moved to the 
northwest corner of Warwick and Stanford 
Avenue around 1955.

Samantha Strong of Metamorphosis De-
sign said the house is in poor condition and 
at only 14.3 feet wide is comparable to “a long 
train car” on the 40-by-127-foot lot. The new 
house will be L-shaped.

Owners Joanna Willis and Michael Daw-
son originally wanted to renovate the house, 
but found it to be cost-prohibitive. They now 

want to build on the current foundation and 
excavate for an addition to the north. The 
new home is being built by Dynamic Homes 
of Detroit Lakes.

BZA staff recommended approval of the 
variance. The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council’s Housing and Land Use 
Committee voted 4-2 last month to recom-
mend approval.

There were some neighborhood concerns 
about the building’s 21-foot height along 
Stanford. Similar concerns were raised by 
BZA members. 

Warwick Street resident Peg Flanagan, who 
lives five houses away, objected to the massing 

of the new house along Stanford. “You’ll have 
a solid wall,” she said.

She also raised concerns about protecting 
boulevard trees when the modular home’s 
preformed sections are trucked in. “House 
moving can have significant impacts on a 
neighborhood,” Flanagan said. 

BZA members said they sympathized with 
the concern about trees. If any boulevard trees 
have to be removed or altered as part of the 
Warwick project, they asked that the city be 
contacted beforehand.

Strong said the home’s sections will be 
moved carefully into place by a crane and that 
she will work to ensure no trees are damaged.

BZA OKs variance for modular home on old Mac-Grove farmhouse site 

Business a little flabby?
Try our Health & Fitness issue.
( Imagine what over 104,000 readers might do to pump up your sales.)

Villager readers are very health-conscious. Hence the popularity of the 
Villager’s upcoming Health and Fitness issue. Of our over 104,000 readers, 
41% plan to purchase health club memberships and/or exercise classes in the 
coming months.* Having to handle so many customers might just help get your 
business in shape, too. *2017 audit conducted by the Circualtion Verification Council
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Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, 
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123 Isabel Street E – Terrific 2.5 story featuring updated kitchen with SS 
appliances & granite c-tops. High ceilings, leaded glass windows, hardwood 
floors, & fenced backyard with 3 car garage.                                      Low $200’s

1445 E. River Pkwy – Coming Soon! Prospect Park – River Parkway 2 
story filled with charm. Interesting nooks & crannies – 3 BR’s, 2 BA’s, w’ful 
views & close to the U of M. Huge 4+ car garage too!                       $374,900

610 Cromwell Avenue – Coming Soon! So Charming! Town 
& Country 2 BR, 2 BA two story. Featuring finished basement, 
wonderful porch, garage, & walk to Green Line!               Low $200’s

1764 Van Buren Avenue – Just Listed! Adorable & prime Midway 
location! Spacious living room & dining room with fireplace. 2 BR’s, 3 
BA’s, back porch, fabulous yard, & 2 car garage.                   Mid $200’s

1619 Scheffer Avenue – Coming Soon! Hansel & Gretel Tudor 
style! This story book 2 story is stunning! Architect designed kitchen, 
nooks & crannies hardwood floors, beautifully finished lower level, 
3 BR’s, 2 BA’s. A show stopper!!                                          Low $500’s

1769 Pinehurst Avenue – Just Sold!  

SOLD
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By Jane McClure

Longtime Midway Center tenant Big Top 
Wine & Spirits must move due to the 
construction of the Allianz Field soccer 

stadium at Snelling and St. Anthony avenues 
and the planned redevelopment of the adja-
cent shopping center. According to managing 
partner Nancy Rosenberg, Big Top’s lease at 
1574 University Ave. expires on January 20, 
2019. The store plans to relocate to the former 
Perkins restaurant at 1544 University Ave. 

Big Top would likely occupy the former 
Perkins for just a few years while it searches 
for a permanent location, Rosenberg said. The 
liquor store could end up in a redeveloped 
Midway Center or elsewhere in the vicinity.

The Union Park District Council (UPDC) 
Land Use Committee voted on April 16 to 

support the liquor store’s move. That included 
a waiver of the 45-day waiting period on the 
address changes for liquor licenses and sup-
port of an amendment to a St. Paul city ordi-
nance requiring a minimum distance between 
liquor stores.

In the 1980s the City Council set a mini-
mum half-mile distance requirement between 
liquor stores. The concern was that neighbor-
hoods with a higher concentration of liquor 
stores would have more problems with public 
consumption of alcohol, loitering and disrup-
tive behavior.

The proposed ordinance amendment has 
not yet been released by the St. Paul City At-
torney’s Office. Whether the distance require-
ment is still needed is debatable. Having too 
many liquor stores in an area is still seen by 
some as blight, but others say that the distance 

requirement is unnecessary, and that liquor 
stores do not cause that many problems.

The new Big Top on University would not 
meet the current distance standard. However, 
most UPDC committee members said they 
wanted to see the city address the distance 
issue. Several people said Big Top has been a 
responsible business and should be allowed to 
stay in the Midway area.

The relocated store would open at 9 a.m. 
Monday through Saturday instead of the cur-
rent 8 a.m., Rosenberg said. The store would 
continue to close at 8 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and at 10 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday. Sunday hours would remain from 11 
a.m.-6 p.m.

The new Big Top would be about 6,000 
square feet, down from 15,000 square feet 
in the current location. The relocated store 

would also sell more packaged foods, Rosen-
berg said, including sandwiches, salads, meats 
and cheeses. “The look and feel of the store 
would be very different from what you see 
now,” she said.

Following its move, the Big Top building 
will be torn down and replaced with an exten-
sion of Shields Avenue, new sidewalks and a 
temporary parking lot. The long-term plan is 
to replace the parking lot with a new building.

Big Top has been located in Midway Center 
since 1978. It was part of the late Sid Apple-
baum’s retail empire that also included Apple-
baum’s Food Markets, National Tea, Rainbow 
Foods and Holiday Food stores. Rosenberg, 
who is Applebaum’s daughter, said the fam-
ily has had a retail presence near the corner of 
Snelling and University avenues for more than 
60 years.

With age comes wisdom.With age comes wisdom.

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University,  
Summit Hill, West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

UPCOMING bOOMers & beYOND seCtION:    
June 20

Space reservations due: June 14
to reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

(And with our special boomers & beyond section comes a lot of wise customers.)

With its building slated for demolition, Big Top Liquors plans move

Winter leaves a pothole in Public Works Dept. budget

By Jane McClure 

The long, hard winter of 2017-18 has 
taken its toll on St. Paul’s streets and on 
the cars and bicycles that traverse them. 

The city declared six snow emergencies dur-
ing the season, and the repeated freeze and 
thaw cycles raised havoc with the roads and 
the infrastructure beneath them. That has 
kept the city’s Department of Public Works 
busy patching potholes. Meanwhile, the city’s 
water utility has had to deal with 134 water 
main breaks—well above the average of 97.

“We’ve repaired more main breaks this win-
ter than any winter in the previous decade,” 

said Jodi Wallin, public information officer 
for St. Paul Regional Water Services. 

Potholes have been a big problem, but may-
be not as big as people imagine. It seems every 
year people say the potholes are the worst they 
have ever seen, said Kathy Lantry, the city’s 
director of Public Works. However, the num-
bers tell a different story. St. Paul spent more 
than $627,000 filling potholes from January-
February 2017 and only $237,000 during that 
same period this year. 

The winter of 2016-17 was mild with just 
one snow emergency, Lantry said, and when 
the potholes formed it was almost all at once. 
This winter the potholes formed over a longer 
period, and as many as 10 pothole-patching 
crews were out working at the same time.

One of the most treacherous thoroughfares 
in St. Paul this winter has been Ayd Mill Road. 

The street has been so pitted with potholes 
that somebody jokingly set up a GoFundMe 
account to fill them. 

The Public Works Department uses a de-
tailed pavement condition index to evalu-
ate when streets should be rebuilt or get a 
mill-and-overlay treatment, Lantry said. The 
streets are regularly reevaluated and can move 
forward or backward in the queue. As of now, 
Ayd Mill Road is penciled in for a $3.5 million 
mill-and-overlay projectin 2022. 

The City Council on April 18 approved 
its list of streets projects for 2018. One of the 
largest in local neighborhoods is the $5.4 mil-
lion first phase of the Woodlawn-Jefferson 
street reconstruction project. That project in 
Macalester-Groveland will be completed in 
2019 with a $6 million second phase. 

Victoria Street between Summit and St. 

Clair avenues will get a mill and overlay from 
the city this year. Ramsey County will also 
carry out a mill and overlay on Lexington 
Parkway between James and University av-
enues. 

Among the $8.455 million in Municipal-
State Aid projects in St. Paul in 2018 is $1 mil-
lion for redecking the Dale Street bridge over 
I-94 and $800,000 for new lighting and rail-
ings on the High Bridge.

Also this year, state and federal grants will 
help pay for pedestrian and bicycle safety im-
provements along Grand Avenue ($667,800) 
and new sidewalks in the Safe Routes to 
School area near Expo Elementary School 
($498,000).   

All of the above projects are part of the city’s 
five-year plan for street, bridge and sidewalk 
work that is reviewed annually.

Weather wreaked havoc 
with city water mains too
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www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 55116

We offer spectacular  
apartment homes featuring  
expansive floor plans, gourmet 
kitchens, spacious closets,  
and full appliance packages.  
Our community offers the most 
convenient senior living in  
St. Paul, complete with an  
on-site convenience store,  
exercise facilities, barber shop 
and beauty salon, guest suite,  
and beautiful community room! 

Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying at 
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or email us.

Income restrictions apply

Graham Place Senior Apartments
55 & Over Senior Living 

riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

By Bill Wagner 

Lake Nokomis, which has long been an 
attractive spot for recreating in South 
Minneapolis, will undergo nearly 

$450,000 in improvements this fall to stabilize 
its eroding shoreline and improve its water 
quality.

The Minneapolis Parks and Recreation 
Board (MPRB) is planning to begin work in 
September on the shoreline enhancements, 
which are being paid for by the Minnesota’s 
Outdoor Heritage Fund. The project encom-
passes some 4,800 linear feet along the north-
ern and eastern ends of the lake. The work 
will extend about 20 feet inland.

The improvements are part of the 2015 No-
komis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan. 
Proponents say the work is needed because of 
diminished natural lakeshore buffers, severe 
shortages of aquatic vegetation and poor wa-
ter clarity due to the overabundance of nutri-
ents. 

“This is an important issue that has been 
brewing for a while,” said MPRB project man-
ager Jon Duesman. “We need a way to im-
prove the water quality of Nokomis and the 
landscape around the lake.”

The project will enhance the shoreline by 
creating a more gradual transition from land 
to water. Turf and trees currently grow right 
up to the shoreline. 

“Trees are beautiful,” Duesman said, “but 
when they grow right up to the water’s edge 
they keep out light. We’re looking at thinning 
out the trees or maybe trimming them out to 
let more light in.”

Native plants will be used to create erosion-
retardant buffers around the lake. Duesman 
said it has not yet been determined which 

plants will be used.
Some property owners have said the fluctu-

ation of water levels must be addressed before 
planting new vegetation. Duesman said the 
plan is resilient enough to allow for fluctua-
tions in lake levels. “We feel we have a good 
long-term plan in place,” he said.

Becky Timm, executive director of the No-
komis East Neighborhood Association, said 
that no matter where people fall on the issue, 
they are involved. “The residents in general 
are doing a pretty good job of voicing their 
concerns,” she said, “even though at times 
they may disagree.”

The MPRB also hopes to begin remov-
ing invasive carp from Lake Nokomis this 
fall with separate funding from the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Trust Fund. The 
bottom-feeding carp stir up sediment on the 
lake floor to the point where no light can pen-
etrate, which gives rise to algae.

“They’re a pretty big problem,” said Rachael 
Crabbe, water resources supervisor for the 
MPRB. “I wish fishermen liked them more.”

Crabbe said the board will be collaborating 
with the DNR and a private commercial fish-
ing company to net the carp. Some details still 
have to be worked out, she said. At this point, 
the carp would either be sold to markets for 
food or turned into fertilizer.

According to Crabbe, the 204-acre lake 
should have fewer than 100 pounds of carp 
per acre. However, she said there could  be 
more than twice that number in the lake 
based on 2016 data.

The MPRB is looking for more com-
ments regarding the Lake Nokomis shore-
line enhancements in an online survey at  
surveymonkey.com/r/NokomisShoreline.

Shoreline enhancements are scheduled this fall along the northern and eastern ends of 
Lake Nokomis as part of the 2015 Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan. 

Shoreline erosion is occurring around Lake Nokomis due to shading, wave action, tram-
pling and shallow-rooted vegetation.

Nokomis will undergo makeover  
to stabilize 4,800 feet of shoreline

Custom Projects
of all Kinds

Velvet Elvis Design
WHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KINGWHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KING

velvetelvis.com     612-860-5137
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Custom Signs
T-Shirts
Furniture Renovation
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Viewpoint

Keep the Choral Society singing
There is something special in our village for all of us. 

Whether it is Cecil’s, the Tea Source, the river walk, the 
neighborhood’s theaters or all of these, we know we are 
blessed. When Deb stops making cheese kolachkes at La 
Patisserie or the St. Clair Broiler serves its last cup of coffee, 
we can’t do anything about it. However, there is a diamond in 
our neighborhood which we must fight to save.

The St. Catherine University Choral Society was founded 
in 1993 by Dr. Patricia Connors, chair of St. Kate’s music 
department. The 75 singers are mostly adults from the area 
with a few St. Kate’s students. The students get a college credit 
for singing. The rest of us enjoy the learning and performing 
opportunity of a lifetime.

This semester’s concert is Sunday, April 29, at 3 p.m. in 
O’Shaughnessy Auditorium on campus. The performance 
will feature one of Handel’s masterpieces, Dixit Dominus, and 
a musical tribute to Leonard Bernstein on his 100th birthday. 
Please come and join us as we celebrate the brilliance of these 
composers.

All of our higher educational institutions are tightening 
their budgets. St. Catherine University has decided to 
discontinue its music major. As sad as this is, it would be 
a greater loss if these public programs that unite us are 
eliminated. Next year, the St. Catherine Choral Society will 
only perform one semester and has been asked to self-fund 
its concert. We will be looking to you for support, and there 
will be more news about this next month. In the meantime, 
please realize that this singing group belongs to you, and 
know that all of us participating are looking forward to 
having you join us.

Debby Baumgartner
Macalester-Groveland

A mistake to drop moratorium
I am so frustrated and disappointed over St. Paul City 

Council member Samantha Henningson’s decision to 
withdraw the proposed moratorium on demolitions and lot 
splits in Merriam Park, I can barely contain myself. Well over 
100 people demonstrated their commitment to the historic 
nature of this neighborhood over the past several weeks, and 
council member Henningson’s response is to subvert the 
democratic process and ignore our passion and commitment 

in favor of a one-sided sob story by the Tierney family.
Not only did council member Henningson remove the 

issue from the democratic process, ensuring that her vote is 
the only one that counted, but withdrawing the moratorium 
ensures that the Tierneys and anyone who follows in their 
path will be rewarded for letting their property deteriorate 
over 50 years. In effect, she has let them know that they 
deserve to profit as much as possible from neglecting their 
houses. Meanwhile, the rest of us neighbors who have 
spent decades organizing block parties, planting boulevard 
gardens and circulating petitions and have spent thousands 
of dollars and hours maintaining our homes will suffer the 
consequences.

Those of us who collected petition signatures and who 
wrote to council member Henningson and spoke to her 
about how much we have invested in our houses and this 
neighborhood are people. We are not buildings. Council 
member Henningson has deserted us and abandoned a 
potential commitment to the historic importance of my 
house and our neighborhood.

Catherine Spaeth
Merriam Park

Good popcorn, threadbare seats
Having a neighborhood movie theater is rare in today’s 

multiplex world. It’s a real treat to be able to have dinner at 
one of the many restaurants in the Highland neighborhood 
and then saunter over to the Highland movie theaters.

However, it doesn’t seem that the management of the 
theaters appreciates it as much as the moviegoers. It has kept 
the seating and the facilities in such ill repair, you wonder if 
some rodent might be nibbling on your popcorn, especially 
in the upper theater. 

Why not create the ambience that the Riverview Theater 
has in South Minneapolis by remodeling the Highland 
theaters? The city offers many grants for businesses, and it 
would be a service to the neighborhood to keep the Highland 
theaters in good repair. 

Bettiana LaSorella
Highland Park

Editor’s note: The Highland I and II Theatre is expected 
to close for several weeks around the beginning of August for 
renovations, according to Michelle Mann, district manager 
for Mann Theatres, which owns the Highland. New seats, 
drapes and carpeting will be installed in both auditoriums, 
and the concession stand, marquee, canopy and lobby will 

also see improvements. The company closed its Grandview I 
and II Theatre on Grand Avenue last week to make similar 
renovations, Mann said.

Sharing the park in Highland
Mr. Powell has done a disservice to St. Paul and the Twin 

Cities in his critique of the proposed expansion of the disc 
golf course in Highland Park (Villager Inbox, April 11). The 
Highland disc golf course has existed for many years. If it 
was deemed unsafe and litigation was involved, it would have 
been closed years ago. I have been an avid disc golfer for 20 
years and have never seen anyone cut by a disc. And yes, Mr. 
Powell, the beveled-edge disc has been around that long.

In urban areas, single-use disc golf courses are very rare. 
This is due to land availability. Urbanites learn how to share 
space. This is the cornerstone of a great community. As to 
Mr. Powell’s claim that erosion would increase, he is correct. 
However, this is not a new problem in disc golf. Erosion can 
be curbed with steps, retaining walls, wood chips, etc. 

It seems as though Mr. Powell is trying to add fuel to the 
fire of those who are opposed to the expansion. A better disc 
golf course means more players who care about maintaining 
a space where anybody, newcomer to advanced, can enjoy the 
sport of disc golf.

Will Murphy
Northeast Minneapolis

Editors note: The writer lived in the Summit Hill 
neighborhood for 10 years, and Highland Park is where he 
learned to play disc golf.

Attracting seniors to golf
I have been hearing talk of expanding the disc golf course 

in Highland Park. If the city has extra cash lying around for 
such things, it needs to look at installing a decent bathroom 
on the main floor of the Highland National clubhouse. All it 
has is a pretty cruddy bathroom in the basement, down dark, 
steep stairs that can be dangerous.

Golf is a sport that can keep elderly people healthy by 
providing the movement they need, and it is played outdoors 
to boot. Even having a few outhouses next to the clubhouse 
would help seniors. 

How many seniors or others do you know with knee or hip 
replacements? They often have trouble with stairs. We should 

Inbox

City must consider full impact of Snelling-St. Clair project
By Kathy McGuire

In the April 11 issue of the Villager, I was 
misquoted in an article pertaining to the 
recent development proposal at Snelling 

and St. Clair avenues. The developer’s 
presentation took place in a very crowded 
room, and it was difficult to see and hear 
who was speaking. 

The concern that I voiced was not about 
design and materials, it was about the 
developer’s plan to request a conditional use 
permit to increase building heights. I pointed 
out that members of the neighborhood 
worked for many months to reduce the 
zoning from Traditional Neighborhoods 
3 to Traditional Neighborhoods 2, so that 
the building heights and levels of density 
would be more compatible with the single-
story homes adjacent to the property and 
more compatible with the neighborhood in 
general. 

More important than who said what, 
is the question of why these details are so 
important. Many details are discussed in 
land-use decisions, and all are important. 
Size, scale, height, setback requirements, 
design standards, materials, traffic and 
pedestrian safety to name just a few. At times, 
the minutia feels almost ridiculous, but it is 

very important.
The details of the St. Paul Zoning Code 

are important because they are intended to 
make certain that land uses are compatible. 
They are intended to prevent overcrowding 
and undue congestion. Land uses that 
are compatible help to ensure safety and 
a level of respect and consideration for 
other properties and other people in the 
community. 

The city of St. Paul has pulled out all 
the stops on zoning, with promises of 
broadening the tax base, providing affordable 
housing, reducing dependence on cars, 
improving multi-modal transportation 
and likely a myriad of other potential 
benefits. But the city needs to do its 
homework. It needs to study the impact 
that overdevelopment has on traffic, public 
safety, gentrification, displacement, the 
environment, commerce and property 
values. The city needs to realize that the 
most affordable housing is that which is 
already standing and that existing homes 
are opportunities for people to establish 
homeownership and build equity.

It is the responsibility of the city to 
encourage development that is responsible, 
compatible with neighborhoods, safe 
and sustainable. The one-plus-five 

formula currently in vogue for mixed-
use development (one story of concrete 
construction topped by five stories of wood-
frame construction) is very inexpensive 
to build; however, the longevity of these 
structures is debatable. 

This type of development creates 

considerable financial benefit for developers, 
but the cost to communities can be 
staggering. 

The writer is a member of the Macalester 
Groveland Community Council’s Housing and 
Use Committee.

An artist’s rendering of TJL Development’s proposed six-, five- and four-story apartment 
building on the southeast corner of Snelling and St. Clair avenues.
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be encouraging exercise for seniors, not discouraging them with 
unsafe bathroom facilities. Please put an accessible bathroom at the 
golf course rather than more disc golf.

Nancy Hone
Merriam Park

Dumbing-down America
I believe that government at all levels has come to the conclusion 

that it’s in the best interests of elected officials to have a dumbed-
down population. It makes people easier to control if they don’t know 
how to think.

If schools don’t teach cursive writing (hand-eye coordination) nor 
art and music (creativity) and fail to withhold addictive electronic 
devices in formative years—say, until the age of 5 or 6—then children 
do not fully develop their brains and their reasoning powers.

But what the heck, we can continue to import well-schooled 
students to fill our college classrooms, brain-draining third-world 
countries. They’ll go on to head our techno-industries, medical 
centers and research labs. Then we can continue to fritter our time 
away with gizmos and let our brains rot.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

A dangerous intersection
About 10 years ago, they moved the bus stop from in front of 

Bennett’s Chop and Railhouse on West Seventh and Victoria streets. 
Since then, cars have been allowed to park within 15 feet of the 
corner, totally blocking the view for any driver trying to turn left on, 
turn right on or cross West Seventh. This has caused many accidents 
and near-accidents and just recently a very bad accident with a 
rollover.

I’ve contacted the city about this many times through the Ward 
2 City Council office and the city traffic engineer’s office. They get 
back sooner or later, saying they don’t see a problem. Granted, it’s 
not a bad problem at many times of the day. However, if they would 
just move the “no parking” sign back to where the old bus stop was 
or at least past Bennett’s, then a driver could see. It would be a small 
inconvenience for a couple of cars, but there’s always parking a few 
feet to the east. 

If not having to pull into the intersection to see cars coming from 
the east saves just one life or somebody from very serious injury, it 
would be good. If you have some thoughts on this issue, please call 
your City Council representative or the city’s Department of Public 
Works. 

D. W. Thiets
West End

Work mandate penalizes the poor
State Senator Mark Johnson (R-East Grand Forks) has authored a 

bill that proposes work requirements for Medicaid recipients. This is 
an extension of the war on the poor and low-income Minnesotans 
and a further attack on the Affordable Care Act and the extensions it 
provides for those who ride the life train just above the poverty line. 

The bill would require work or community service to receive health 
care through Medicaid. Though there are exceptions for people with 
disabilities and some mental illnesses, this mandate greatly affects 
the working poor and those working in the service industries. The 

mandate requires monthly reporting of income and work hours. 
Minnesota has a horrid reputation in IT and customer service issues 
with both MnSURE and MnLARS. How can we trust that this 
proposed bureaucratic paper dance will be expedient and implement 
the services required? How many lives will be lost or greatly affected 
by a health event that isn’t covered because a child was sick and there 
were missed days at work? How many people will not get life-saving 
medications because paperwork is lost somewhere in the belly of a 
state office building? 

Instead of penalizing the poor by denying health care, isn’t it time 
for our elected officials to start empowering their constituents with 
common-sense legislation that provides higher minimum wages, 
affordable housing and supportive services such as increased child 
care benefits and training and education for more sustainable 
employment that may provide an affordable employee health plan?

The politicians who support this mandate use language that tricks 
us into believing that health care is an entitlement. Health care for all 
is a right that allows everyone to live with the dignity to take care of 
themselves so they may live their best life possible. 

Jan Dahlberg
West End

Extend the Midtown Greenway
The Midtown Greenway is a separated bike and walking path that 

cuts through the heart of South Minneapolis and offers safe and 
smooth passage for thousands of cyclists and pedestrians throughout 
the year. It was recognized by USA Today as the best urban bike path 
in the Nation, and it is a big part of why Minneapolis is known as a 
world-class city for biking. 

The Midtown Greenway does have one glaring flaw, however: It 
stops at the Mississippi River instead of continuing on to St. Paul. 
Luckily, the Midtown Greenway Coalition has started a new initiative 
to extend the Greenway across the Short Line bridge and along 
railroad right-of-way into the Midway neighborhood. This would 
allow for safe bicycling connections to the light-rail Green Line, bike 
lanes on Pelham Boulevard and Cleveland Avenue, and the new 
Minnesota United soccer stadium, helping many more people to 
enjoy cycling in the city and reducing our dependence on expensive, 
carbon-polluting automobiles. The next step in the project is an 
engineering study of the existing railroad bridge to determine what it 
will take to make it safe for cyclists and pedestrians. 

The Midtown Greenway Coalition is running an online fundraiser 
through May 5, and it deserves our support. Visit youcaring.com 
to learn more about the project and how you can help build a new 
connection between our Twin Cities.

Ryan Ricard
Macalester-Groveland

Car culture degrades the planet
The Trump administration is moving to weaken fuel economy 

standards that were set up in past administrations to help further the 
development of fuel-efficient vehicles to help reduce the emissions 
from our car-dependent culture that is doing so much damage to the 
environment.

Auto manufacturers have lobbied the Trump administration to 
lower the standards. They argue that with low gas prices, consumers 
are buying larger vehicles, making the push for fuel-efficient electric 
vehicles and hybrids a costly burden. Lowering the fuel economy 
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standards, they say, would give them more flexibility to meet 
consumer demands.

Seems like the real culprit here is us, as we see bigger SUVs 
and pickup trucks rolling by on our crumbling infrastructure. 
This is more than conspicuous consumption. It’s indicative of 
a national malaise of not seeing beyond one’s cell phone. How 
can we earn the respect of the rest of the world when we so 
blatantly flaunt the degradation of the planet?

Tom Reasoner 
West End

Crosswalk law is not working
The Stop for Me campaign is not working (Villager, 

April 11). As the law is written, a driver is required to stop 
at an intersection if a pedestrian steps into the street to 
cross. As I drive along, I have about two or three seconds 
to see the pedestrian and decide if I am required to stop 

when the person is standing on the curb. Many times it is 
someone waiting for the bus. In general, the action to stop 
unexpectedly in flowing traffic can actually cause the driver 
behind to swerve, not seeing or expecting a pedestrian. This 
places the pedestrian in jeopardy, and some outcomes have 
been tragic. 

Simply put, this is bad law. No one knows what to do. The 
driver does not know if the pedestrian is crossing or just 
waiting. The pedestrian does not know if he has been seen 
or if the car will stop until it does, so he frequently remains 
on the curb. Heightened enforcement of this bad law will not 
remedy the confusion. If greater patience is not the time-
tested solution, then neutral alerts such as flashing lights, a 
stoplight or stop sign should be added. 

The only response government ever gives to its failed 
policies is to double down; we didn’t spend enough money. 
In this case, the pedestrian must be more clearly assigned 
responsibility for his or her own safety. Failure in judgment 
precipitates pedestrian-vehicle crashes.

Stephen Miller
Merriam Park

A can-do candidate
With great enthusiasm, I support Shirley Erstad in the 

August 14 special election for the Ward 4 seat on the St. Paul 
City Council. Shirley is a remarkable advocate for the good 
government practices of full accountability, transparency and 
inclusion. She is a leader with enough related experience to 
be an effective voice on her first day in office. 

There will be no long learning curve for Shirley. She 
has shown through several decades of community and 
neighborhood involvement and service that her campaign’s 
motto, “Shirley Erstad gets stuff done,” is much more than 
a catchy message. Not afraid to ask probing but necessary 
questions and dig for the answers, Shirley does her 
homework on whatever policy problem or issue is on the 
table, including neighborhood and city development and its 
abuses, affordable housing and the daunting challenges facing 
our city’s most vulnerable and marginalized communities.

Shirley is that rare combination of a gifted listener and a 
clear-headed problem-solver who knows how to implement. 
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An investment in our community
I encourage School District 197 voters to vote “yes” on 

the bond proposal on May 8. Although there are many 
needed improvements in this bond, one aspect that often gets 
overlooked is the needed maintenance and repairs that this 
bond will pay for. Many of District 197’s buildings are aging, 
and state funding has not kept pace and allowed schools to 
address all of the needs that arise. As a parent, I know that 
these funds are needed to keep buildings in great shape. 
Bonds such as this one are an investment in our community, 
one that is paid back by the many community events that 
District 197 is able to host every day.

Matthew Schempp
West St. Paul

Bond referendum is misguided
On May 8, Independent School District 197 will ask 

voters to approve a $117 million bond referendum to pay 
for renovations and repairs at all eight schools in the district 
(Villager, March 28). The fundamental mission of these 
schools is to educate children. Has the district been successful 
with its mission? If not, could or should the bond funds be 
put to better use?

I evaluated the reading and math performance of 10th and 
11th graders at Sibley High School for the years 2012-2017 
based on Minnesota standardized test results. Across the six 
years, average reading scores varied by about 0.4 percent and 
average math scores varied by about 0.5 percent.

Perhaps these scores were maintained in the face of the 
growing enrollment of disadvantaged students. In fact, across 
the six years, no such enrollment trend was observed. The 
good news is that the reading and math performance of 
Sibley students has not gone down over the past six years. 
The bad news is that it has not improved.

None of the bond funds that the district is asking for, such 
as the $5 million for a football stadium and $9.5 million for a 
swimming pool at Sibley, will influence this static educational 
performance by Sibley students. How can the district defend 
asking voters to approve over $100 million for construction 
when zero will be allocated for educational improvement? 
Every resident of School District 197 should be asking this.

Thomas Smith
Mendota Heights

Saving three birds with one ‘yes’
If you do nothing else for your community, home or kids 

this spring, vote “yes” in School District 197’s building bond 
referendum. Packed schedules, crazy weather and heavy 
workloads lead me to not be as attentive to my kids, my home 
and my community as I wish I could be. If you’re like me, you 
almost never have the time to understand the full story on the 
condition of the schools that our community sends its kids to 
over 165 days a year. It’s not just the kids; these buildings are 
used by the entire community. Last year, Henry Sibley High 
School alone hosted more than 3,600 after-school, evening 
and weekend activities.

The good news is, a Facilities Task Force of parents, 
community members, teachers, school board members 
and administrators spent 18 months of study to better 
understand the condition of the district’s facilities. The 
outcome: Over 40 percent of the proposed building bond 
is for backlogged repairs. The rest is for improvements for 
handicap accessibility and safety, outfitting of learning spaces, 
and improving the district’s sporting and community spaces. 

Every school in the district requires some of the funds for 
facility improvements. 

It’s never easy paying more taxes, and the owner of a 
median home in the district will pay about $7 a month more 
in property taxes to support this building bond. As a 25-year 
real estate professional, I can tell you that the perception 
of having a poor school district can affect your home’s 
value by as much as 10 percent compared to a neighboring 
community. After proximity to work, schools are routinely 
the most important factor when homebuyers are choosing 
where to live. 

We don’t always have the ability to significantly influence 
the strength of our community. This is one thing we can do. 

Toby Schifsky
Mendota Heights

A school district distracted
One question voters should consider when they decide 

how to vote for the $117 million bond referendum that 
primarily supports extracurricular activities and remodeling: 
Has the district effectively spent our tax dollars to fulfill its 
primary mission of academic achievement?

The Minnesota state report card website shows that Henry 
Sibley High School’s academic proficiency is still subpar. For 
2017, math was at 51 percent, reading was at 62 percent and 
science was at 73 percent proficiency. All of those percentages 
are down from 2013.

District 197 voters value the academic success and safety 
of students, as was shown in 2014 when they approved 
money for technology and security. But the district cannot 
show improvement in its main purpose—educating students 
to acceptable levels of proficiency. Instead, the district is 
more concerned about new athletic stadiums, swimming 
pools and remodeling all of the schools so that it can please 
district families to approve an exorbitant and very loosely 

restricted fund that has little focus on improving academics. 
Furthermore, the district will not let voters choose which 
projects to fund.

Vote “no” on this referendum to tell the district it 
has misguided priorities and must improve academic 
performance before it asks for millions of uncontrolled 
money for collateral desires.

Joe Lawder
Mendota Heights

Vote ‘yes’ in School District 197
I am writing to voice my support for the School District 

197 referendum that will be voted on May 8. This is a very 
important step in the modernization of our school system 
that includes updating learning, sports and performing arts 
facilities. It is way past time to make these improvements. 

As a senior at Henry Sibley High School, I see these issues 
firsthand every day. Our running track is in such poor 
condition that it is unsafe and we are not allowed to host a 
conference track meet. What is even worse, our athletes have 
to practice on this track. Last year, our girls’ soccer team’s 
home opening game had to be changed to the opposing 
team’s field because our field conditions posed too great a 
safety risk. And these are just two examples. 

Updating our fields and facilities will bring the quality of 
our district to the level of other local school districts. As a 
student athlete, I am passionate about sports and the benefits 
they provide, but this referendum is about so much more 
than sports. They have really put together a great plan to 
address the deficiencies in our school system.

This referendum will only cost an extra $7 a month on a 
house that is worth $237,000. Passing the referendum will 
have an impact on thousands of kids for years to come. Please 
vote “yes.”

Laura Friedmann, Senior
Henry Sibley High School

According to the School District 197 website, the 
bonds proposed in the May 8 referendum would 
be structured so that the district would pay only the 

interest on the bonds from property taxes payable in 2019. 
Beginning with property taxes payable in 2020, the district 
would start paying off the principal, and the property tax 

rate on these particular bonds would increase. However, the 
increase in payments on the proposed debt would be offset 
by reductions in payments on existing debt that will be paid 
off in 2020 and 2025. Structuring the debt in this way would 
protect property owners from large fluctuations in property 
tax rates from year to year. 

The chart at left shows 
the levels of School 
District 197’s payments 
for various debts over 
time. The amount in 
red represents pay-
ments for past voter-
approved levies. The 
amount in yellow rep-
resents debt payments 
on the Capital Projects 
technology levy. The 
amount in gray is debt 
payments on the lease 
levy. The amount in 
blue is the proposed 
new debt payments in 
the May 8 referendum.

Tax impact of District 197 referendum over time

Readers weigh in on District 197’s May 8 bond referendum
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MJ PROPERTIES OF
SAINT PAUL, LLLP651-690-4961 For more information, contact MJ Properties of Saint Paul, LLLP

www.1440apartments.com651-690-4961

Choose 1440 Randolph for a Healthy, Affordable Lifestyle!
�e Best Kept Secret in Highland Park!Reasonably priced, spacious 1 & 2 BR Apartments* 

for Independent Seniors 55 and Better.  Come see 
our stylish and modern kitchens!  On a bus line, 
within blocks of supermarket, Walgreens 
Pharmacy, local co�ee shops, Cretin Baseball 
games and just a little further Highland National 
Golf Course and the Grand Avenue Shops!

 • ELEVATOR
 • Underground heated/outside garages*
 • On-site Management
 • State-of-the-art Monitored Fire & CO System

Located adjacent to Holy Spirit Catholic Church and School, in the lovely 
Highland Park area, this building provides a quiet, simple, yet elegant 
living atmosphere for independent seniors of 55 and Better who wish to 
"Stay in the Neighborhood."
Guests are greeted by classical music just inside the entry of the building's 
upscale, smartly appointed and warmly �nished Lobby.  Summer months 
on our quaint patio o�er the calming sounds of a graceful fountain 
beside an inviting cafe table and umbrella in addition to a bench upon 
which to rest and enjoy the sunset at the close of each day. 

*When available.

STAY IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!
STAY IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

Open
House

Saturdays in
April & May
10 am to 1 pm!
Weekdays 10 am to 3 pm

She respects the diversity of Ward 4 and the city of St. Paul 
and will be a strong “can do” spokesperson and leader. Shirley 
is exactly the right person to join the council as it faces a 
critical crossroads for the city and its neighborhoods.

Richard Melton
Merriam Park

In praise of rain barrels
With springtime and the specter of wet basements, 

consider adding a rain barrel to a downspout or two. 
Rain barrels provided a convenient and free source of 
unchlorinated water. They also allow homeowners to better 
manage where their roof water goes. Most rain barrels come 
with a hose attachment at the top. When the barrel is full, the 
excess water drains out to wherever you run the hose. That’s 
a particularly nice option in situations where a downspout is 
poorly positioned, such as in the narrow sideyard between 
two houses. Rain barrels can help you water your lawn or 
garden, rather than your or your neighbor’s basement. 

Craig Bowron
Macalester-Groveland

Property taxes drive up rents
From 1983-92, I was a joint owner or landlord of non-

homestead rental property in St. Paul.  During those years, 
the property taxes on our rental property were always triple 
the property taxes on our homestead property.  Of course, 
there was no choice but to increase the rent on our housing 
units. Out-of-control, skyrocketing, unaffordable property 
taxes in St. Paul are the source of skyrocketing rents, leading 
to unaffordable housing and homelessness.

Obviously, letter writer Frank Erickson has never been  
a landlord of non-homestead rental property in St. Paul 
(“Poverty and the minimum wage,” Villager Inbox, March 
28). His remark, “low-wage workers are not being greedy, but 
landlords are,” is insulting. Increasing the minimum wage, 
in St. Paul won’t likely help many low-wage workers out of 
poverty.  If property taxes on non-homestead rental property 
in St. Paul are still triple the cost of homestead property taxes, 
then landlords are struggling to meet this expense. Until 

property taxes in St. Paul come way down, workers, families 
and senior citizens with incomes well below $36,000 per year 
will scarcely find affordable housing.  Landlords will continue 
to raise rents and more people will become homeless.

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter and the City Council have 
the opportunity to greatly reduce property taxes payable 
in 2019. Please call Mayor Carter and your City Council 
member about this taxing issue.

Sue Shetka
Macalester-Groveland

We need to regulate guns
I attend Highland Catholic School and am in the 7th grade. 

One issue in the world right now is gun violence. I want to 
address the problem from the view of a 13-year-old.

Gun violence is an important subject because it’s affecting 
people of all ages, from the kids in the building with the 
shooter, to the parents of kids, to kids like me who are scared 
to go to school and need to practice lockdown drills. I’m also 
mad because many in government are not doing anything—
so many people who can do something aren’t.

We need to regulate guns so that there can be a background 
check before someone buys a gun. We should not give more 
guns to people like teachers, who want to teach kids, not 
shoot them. More violence doesn’t solve violence.

Please help by spreading the word to listen to us kids and 
protect us with safe gun laws. 

Jack Cheatham
Highland Park

A blight on free speech? 
Jeff Zaayer, who is listed as a supporter on the website 

Sustain Ward 3, said he was sad to see a dozen red signs 
posted high up in the trees along Mississippi River Boulevard 
near Hidden Falls Park’s north entrance (Villager Inbox, April 
11). The red “Stop the Ford Plan” signs are part of a campaign 
by neighbors protesting the high-density zoning plan for the 
Ford site passed by the City Council and endorsed by Sustain 
Ward 3. Mr. Zaayer goes on to say the signs “are a significant 
blight on what is otherwise one of the great stretches of 
natural beauty in our fair city.”

While I understand his concerns, I must refer Mr. Zaayer 
to the article “Sustain chair fined for stolen ‘Stop Ford’ signs” 
(Villager, March 14). The article states that Sustain Ward 3 

chair Brandon Long was found guilty in Ramsey County 
Conciliation Court of removing 11 of the signs from my 
and seven of my neighbors’ back lots on Mississippi River 
Boulevard. To protect our freedom of speech, we were forced 
to post our signs higher up in the trees.

I suggest that since they are both members of Sustain Ward 
3, Mr. Zaayer talk to Mr. Long about why he absconded 
with our signs and about the impact his act has had on the 
neighborhood.

A blight on the neighborhood or a blight on free speech? 
I’ll let the collective wisdom of readers decide.

Jim Ginther
Highland Park

A matter of freedom
Writer Ben Frank claims that opposition to organized city 

services is not about choice, it’s about “wealthy, privileged 
individuals and groups doing everything they can to 
maintain every privilege they have” (Villager Inbox, April 
11). In truth, opposition to organized city services is coming 
from many sides, including senior citizens on fixed incomes. 
I would suggest that Mr. Frank doesn’t even know any of the 
people he is talking about, that he is just making assumptions 
that match his agenda.

“Privilege” has become one of the buzz words of the 
millennia. Apparently, in Mr. Frank’s view, anyone who 
expresses a desire for a choice in services is privileged. 

In a free market, if you don’t like the service you’re getting, 
you can change services. Once the city takes over trash 
hauling, where does a citizen go to complain? It’s as simple as 
that, Mr. Frank.

Mike Casey
Macalester-Groveland

There’s no draining the swamp
I voted for Trump. When he won I was shocked. He said he 

would drain the swamp. I was 100 percent in favor of that. It 
won’t happen. The swamp is full of crocodiles—the big ones 
with big teeth. The swamp will still run the show long after 
Trump is dead and gone. It’s actually too bad for the country.

T. J. Sexton
Macalester-Groveland
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way home

651.228.9102     
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740 Grand Ave
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Design/Build 
Restoration

Custom Remodeling
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UST steers students away from 
wine-soaked Tour de Franzia

The Tour de Franzia scheduled for Satur-
day, April 28, may be less raucous this year. 
The party that in past years has seen Univer-
sity of St. Thomas students wearing costumes 
and traveling from house party to house party 
to drink from boxes of wine is likely to be re-
placed with a lower-key event for graduating 
seniors.

A Facebook post about the party was re-
moved in mid-April after St. Thomas dean 
of students Linda Baughman and vice presi-
dent Karen Lange sent letters to students and 
parents about the party and the risky behav-
ior it promoted. Student landlords were also 
notified by St. Thomas’ neighborhood liaison 
Amy Gage.

The event was never sanctioned by the uni-
versity. However, the West Summit Neighbor-
hood Advisory Committee (WSNAC) for St. 
Thomas discussed it on April 10. At the time, 
students reported having 82 teams of four to 
five students each registered for the event. 
However, no student rental houses had of-
fered to serve as hosts. 

Past Tour de Franzias have roiled parts of 
the Merriam Park and Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhoods and drew a large group of 
angry neighbors to a meeting last year with 
representatives of St. Thomas. The neighbors 
complained of noise, public intoxication and 
vandalism. 

 
City OKs supportive housing 
for women on Roblyn Avenue

The St. Paul Planning Commission on 
April 6 approved a conditional use permit and 
variances for a new supportive housing facili-
ty for up to 10 women and a resident manager 
at 1947 Roblyn Ave. The Transitions Homes 
facility is currently used as women’s sober 
housing and is licensed for up to 10 residents 
and one manager. The change to supportive 
housing was sought because of the decreased 
demand for women’s sober housing.

The facility is in a former fourplex. Six resi-
dents are normally allowed under the zoning 
code. The city also requires supportive hous-
ing to be at least 1,320 feet from a similar facil-
ity, and it is 729 feet away from a Transitions 
Homes facility on the other side of I-94.

A few neighbors have raised questions or 
objections about the housing. However, the 
Union Park District Council voted earlier this 

year to support Transitions Home’s request 
for the permit and variances. 

 
BZA clears way for new duplex 
on vacant Dayton Avenue lot

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) approved two variances on April 9 
for a new duplex on a long-vacant lot at 1048 
Dayton Ave. The city’s zoning code requires a 

duplex to have a lot that is at least 50 feet wide 
and 6,000 square feet in area. The Dayton lot 
is 40 feet wide and 4,760 square feet.

Project architect Henry Elgersma and his 
family would own the duplex and live in one 
of the units. Their project had the support of 
Summit-University Planning Council and 
several neighbors, though one Summit-Uni-
versity resident sent a letter in opposition be-
cause of concerns about density.

The property has been vacant since 1995 
when a dwelling was torn down. Plans call 
for a two-story building with a sloped roof, an 
upper-level deck in the back and two three-
bedroom units. Three off-street parking spac-
es will be provided in the rear.

City staff recommended approval of the 
variances, noting that the property is in an 
area of single-family homes, duplexes and 
apartment buildings.

 
Variance granted for two large 
signs on new Grand Ave. hotel

A new Marriott Residence Inn at 200 
Grand Ave. was granted a sign variance on 
April 9 from the St. Paul Board of Zoning Ap-
peals (BZA). 

Developer Hope Engine Company LLC has 
spent the past several months turning an old 
St. Paul fire station into a new wine bar. The 
five-story extended-stay hotel is being built 
on vacant property adjacent to the firehouse. 
The variance was needed to allow two pro-
jecting signs on the hotel. 

The signs would say “Residence Inn.” One 
would be on the building’s northwest corner 
and the other on the southeast corner. Each 
sign would measure 87.5 square feet. The 
property’s traditional neighborhoods zoning 
allows just 16 square feet of signs.

The building’s large size was one reason 
city staff recommended approval of the sign 
variance. Another reason was the presence of 
other large signs in the area. The signs will be 
internally illuminated. However, they are be-
ing placed in a way that will not detract from 
the historic fire station.

 
City amends requirements 
for short-term rental hosts

The online platforms for such short-term 
rental services as Airbnb and VBRO will no 
longer be required to remove the listings of 
rental hosts in St. Paul who lose their city li-
censes. Under a change approved by the City 
Council on April 11 the hosts will be required 
to include their licensing information in any 
short-term rental advertisements.

According to Ward 3 City Council member 
Chris Tolbert, the change is technical in na-
ture, but it will give the city better information 
as to who is and is not licensed. 

Earlier this year, the city established an an-

News Briefs

By Jane McClure

Bright orange bollards that are meant to 
prevent left turns into and out of the 
drive-through lane at the Starbucks 

Coffee shop at Marshall and Snelling Av-
enue are being tested this month by the St. 
Paul Department of Public Works. Local 
residents continue to complain about traffic 
backups on Marshall and Snelling associ-
ated with the drive-through and about Star-
bucks’ customers blocking the Marshall bike 
lane as they wait to enter the drive-through. 

Members of the Union Park District 
Council (UPDC) and its land-use and 
transportation committees raised red flags 
about the drive-through when it was first 
proposed in 2015. At that time, the UPDC 
split 7-7 in voting on whether to recom-
mend the needed conditional use permit for 

the drive-through.
Last year the UPDC asked city officials 

to issue an ultimatum that would require 
Starbucks to prevent traffic backups or lose 
its conditional use permit for the drive-
through. Avoiding “right-of-way obstruc-
tions” is one of the conditions the city at-
tached to Starbucks’ conditional use permit.

The bollards in this case are flexible, four-
foot plastic posts. They have been installed 
on the center line of Marshall to prevent 
left turns into and out of the drive-through. 
However, several UPDC Transportation 
Committee members said they have seen 
motorists try to get around the bollards by 
doing illegal U-turns.

Starbucks did not return calls seeking 
comment. However, the company has hired 
an off-duty police officer at times to direct 
drive-through traffic between 7 and 9 a.m. 

Motorists wait in line for their morning cup of joe in the drive-through lane at Star-
bucks Coffee at Marshall and Snelling avenues.  Photo by lou  michaels

Starbucks drive-thru giving traffic the jitters

nEws briefs  c13
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nual licensing fee of $40 for each unit rented 
by short-term rental hosts in St. Paul and an 
annual fee of $10,000 for each online platform 
that advertises a short-term rental in St. Paul. 
At the same time, the city established rules 
for maximum occupancy and minimum off-
street parking. 

The new change was made at the behest of 
Airbnb, which opposed the way the previous 
requirement made the online platform liable 
for content posted by the hosts. 

Also under the change, the penalty for a 
host or online platform that operates without 
a city license has been upgraded from a petty 
misdemeanor to a misdemeanor. 

City OKs expansion of liquor, 
patio service at Grand eatery

The new Grand Catch restaurant, located 
in the former Grand Central space at 1672 
Grand Ave., was granted licenses on April 18 
for on-sale beer, wine, full liquor and patio 
service by the St. Paul City Council. 

The business license request was sent to a 

legislative hearing in March because of the 
objections of neighbors. One adjacent prop-
erty owner was concerned about late-night 
patio hours and parking congestion. Macales-
ter College asked the city to consider making 
the hours of all restaurant patios in the area 
consistent. The neighboring property owner 
and Macalester had also objected to an en-
tertainment license for the establishment, but 
contrary to the city notice, Grand Catch was 
not seeking an entertainment license.

Grand Catch is owned by a new partner-
ship that includes owners of the former Grand 
Central owners. Grand Central had been li-
censed for on-sale wine and beer, though its 
patio service had to end by 9:30 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday. In addition to full liquor 
service, Grand Catch requested an extension 
of patio hours to 10 p.m. seven days per week. 

The city’s Department of Safety and In-
spections had recommended approval of 
the license requests with several conditions, 
including a limit on patio seating and the 10 
p.m. patio closing.

 
The News Briefs were compiled by Jane Mc-

Clure.
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Business Briefs
Creators Space, a new creativity center 
and co-op workspace at 218 E. Seventh St. 
in Lowertown, will celebrate its opening 
during the St. Paul Art Crawl on April 27-
29. Melissa and Kevin Dessart, along with 
Andrea Gerrard Dow and Lana Gendlin 
Brooks, are teaming up to revitalize the 
more than 130-year-old, 34,000-square-
foot building, which used to house an 
indoor parking garage. The center will 
provide classes and workshops along with 
tools, equipment and space where people 
can come to express their creativity. The 
tentative calendar during the Art Crawl 
includes aerial performances, canework-
ing and pottery demonstrations, yoga and 
music from 5-10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. 
Visit CreatorsSpace.com.

Seasoned, a new specialty food market, has 
opened at 1136 Grand Ave. The store helps 
food startups and expanding food producers 
in Minnesota bring their products directly to 
consumers. It offers ready-to-make meals, 
breads and grains, produce, meat and dairy as 
well as many other specialty products, with all 
sale proceeds going back to the makers. The 
store is open from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays. Visit seasonedspecialty-
foods.com.

Mississippi Market is offering a three-part 
Eat More Plants series at its store at 740 E. 
Seventh St. The series includes “Taste Test-
ing with Tempeh Tantrum” from 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 25; “Meal Planning with 
The Herbivorous Butcher” from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 30; and “Easy Recipes 
with J. Selby’s” from 5:3-7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 20. Participants who attend all three 
events will receive a plant-based cookbook 
and co-op gift bag. A $5 registration fee is 
required per event, which is reimbursed as a 
$5 co-op voucher. Register in the store or at 
msmarket.coop/eat-more-plants.

Tom Whaley, executive vice president of 
business development for the St. Paul Saints, 
has been appointed chair of the board of the 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce for 
2018. A minority owner in the baseball team, 
Whaley has been with the club since August 
2002. Before that, he served for two seasons 
as the director of corporate sales for Major 
League Baseball’s Tampa Bay Devil Rays.

The Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand 
Ave., was named the winner of the Women’s 
National Book Association Pannell Award in 
the Children’s Specialty Bookstore Category. 
The bookshop will be presented in June with 

a prize of $1,000 as well as original art from a 
children’s book illustrator. 

Hiway Federal Credit Union, which includes 
branch offices near Fort Snelling and the state 
Capitol, has launched an independent foun-
dation that aims to increase support of fami-
lies, service members, veterans, schools, di-
saster relief and other initiatives. Visit hiway.
org/foundation.

The St. Paul City Council recently an-
nounced the winners of the second annual 
St. Paul Business Awards. They include Mo-
relli’s Market with the Traditions Award (ac-
tive for at least 20 years), Caydence Records 
and Coffee with the New Kid on the Block 
Award (within last five years), Afro Deli with 
the Large Business Excellence Award (at least 
50 employees), A Backyard Farm with the 
Small Business Excellence Award (fewer than 
50 employees), Eyes All Over with the Alice 
O’Brien Award (woman-owned business), 
Hmong Elder Center with the Reflecting St. 
Paul Award (owned by person of color), Heri-
tage Tea House Boutique with the People’s 
Choice Award (chosen by city residents) and 
Wet Paint with the St. Paul Open for Business 
Award (for excellence across multiple catego-
ries). Visit stpaul.gov/bizawards. 

Author and historian Larry Millett will talk 
about and sign copies of his book Minnesota 
Modern during a free event at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, April 28, in the Longfellow showroom of 
Castle Building & Remodeling, 4020 Minne-
haha Ave. Minneapolis. Call 612-789-8509. 

A free shredding event for local residents 
with personal documents too sensitive to 
throw out with the recycling will be held from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, May 19, at the offices 
of the Odd Couple Team of Keller Williams 
Integrity Realty, 1460 Grand Ave. Each family 
may bring up to five boxes of documents for 
shredding.

The new Creators Space commons area and 
gallery.  Courtesy of Dan Gleeson Architects
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

District 15 Plan—After extensive neighborhood outreach, 
the Highland District Council recently released a draft of the 
new District 15 Plan for review by the public. Visit highland-
districtcouncil.org/highland-park-district-15-plan to review 
the draft and take the latest survey on its priorities.

Committee members—At its May meetings, the HDC 
board will be looking for people to serve on its transportation, 
development and engagement committees. Committee mem-
bers attend 10-12 meetings annually and participate in proj-
ects and events sponsored by the HDC. For more information, 
email info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org. 

Tour de Highland—Registration is now open for the fifth 
annual Tour de Highland on Saturday, May 19. The event in-
cludes bike rides of 10 or 20 miles and a chance to  sample food 
from neighborhood restaurants. A walking tour of Highland 
also is offered. Visit the website to register. Volunteers who are 
interested in helping out with one of the guided rides should 
contact Kathy Carruth at the HDC office.  

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 3; and Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 
8. Both meetings will be held at the Highland Park Commu-
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. For other upcoming meetings,  
consult the calendar on the HDC website.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Macalester-Groveland mini-grants—The Macalester-
Groveland Community Council intends to award two to four 
mini-grants this year to increase the number and diversity of 
people involved in activities that benefit the neighborhood. 
Applications are due by April 29. For information or to apply, 
visit macgrove.org/minigrants.

Alley Garden Awards—Judges are being sought for the 
community council’s 2018 Alley Garden Awards. A 30-minute 
training session will be held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 19,  at 
the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Volunteers 
will be asked to spend three-four hours walking through alleys 
during the June 21-28 judging period. A flag-making event to 
mark the anticipated 700 gardens will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 14, also at Edgcumbe. For information on being 
a judge or helping make the flags, email britta@macgrove.org.

Macgrove Moves—A new season of MacGrove Moves has 
begun. People are being asked to walk, jog, bike or take public 
transit to their destinations at least 15 times between now and 
June 30. They may turn in up to three log sheets by the end of 
June (or a total of 45 trips) to be entered in a drawing to win 
prizes. Download log sheets at macgrove.org/mgm or pick 
them up at the Edgcumbe or Groveland recreation centers.

Garden Fest—The community council will hold a Garden 
Fest from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 12, at the Edgcumbe 
Recreation Center. The fest will feature the annual spring 
plant share, along with do-it-yourself container gardening for  

children at 9:30 a.m. and adults at 10:30 a.m. A Master Gar-
dener and Master Water Steward will be on hand to answer 
questions. A $2 suggested donation per item is requested from 
those without plants to share. For information, visit macgrove.
org/gardenfest.

Get involved—The community council has openings on its 
board for at-large faith, business and residential representa-
tives. It also has four standing committees that meet once a 
month. Visit macgrove.org/who-we-are/board for details.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 25, Groveland Recreation Cen-
ter; and Community Building Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 14, Edgcumbe Recreation Center.

Summit  Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Neighborhood garage sale—The Summit Hill Association 
will hold its annual neighborhood garage sale from 9 a.m. to 
mid-afternoon Saturday, May 5. At least 20 participants are 
needed to sign up by April 25 in order to hold the event. The 
cost is $20, which helps pay for promoting the sale. Partici-
pants staff their own sales at their own garages and retain all 
of the proceeds. Flyers with the garage sale locations will be 
available at each site, at the Linwood Recreation Center and 
online on the SHA website. 

A taste of Coco—The life of Coco Irvine will be celebrated 
at 7 p.m. Monday, May 21, at SPA’s Lower School, 1150 Go-
odrich Ave. Attendees will see scenes from the History The-
atre play Coco’s Diary and hear about Irvine’s life growing up 
in what is now the Governor’s Residence on Summit Avenue. 
On hand will be Anya Kremenetsky, artistic associate with the 
theater, and author Peg Meier, who discovered the 1927 diary 
of the 13-year-old Coco Irvine and wrote the book on which 
the play is based. The evening will include a book signing by 
Meier and Jazz Age refreshments. Tickets for the SHA fund-
raiser are $35. For reservations, visit tinyurl.com/y83ydgsu.

Progressive Supper—The SHA’s Spring Progressive Supper 
will be held from 6-11 p.m. Saturday, May 5. The evening will 
consist of appetizers, soup or salad, and main course served in 
homes throughout the neighborhood. Those who are unable 
to host people in their home can sign up for the dessert course, 
for which everyone ends the night together in one location. 
Tickets are $10 and the registration deadline is April 27. For 
information, visit the SHA website, call the office or email 
info@summithillassociation.org.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Micro-grant deadline—The Union Park District Council 
is inviting local residents to apply for grants of $200-$600 to 
complete improvement projects in the neighborhood. Last 
year, the grants were used to fund the paint-the-pavement, 
theater in the park and walking club projects. Applications for 
this year’s round of grants are due by April 30. For informa-

tion, email julie@unionparkdc.org or visit unionparkdc.org/
micro-grants.

Ward 4 candidate forum—The UPDC will join the League 
of Women Voters in hosting a forum for the open Ward 4 seat 
on the St. Paul City Council from 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday, May 
2, at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University Ave. Even if the DFL 
endorses a candidate at its April 28 convention, the UPDC is 
anticipating at least two people will be on the ballot when a 
special election for the seat is held on August 14. For informa-
tion, contact julie@unionparkdc.org. 

Music and movement classes—The UPDC has teamed up 
with Playing With Music to offer music and movement classes 
at 10 a.m. on Saturdays at 161 N Snelling Ave. for children 
from birth through kindergarten and their caregivers. A Uku-
lele Club for children ages 5-8 is also being offered at 11 a.m. 
on Saturdays. To register, email marksorvari@gmail.com. 

Historic building project—Those who own historic build-
ings in the Union Park neighborhood are invited to purchase 
an engraved plaque for their properties. The cost is $95, which 
includes a $25 tax-deductible donation to the UPDC. For in-
formation, visit unionparkdc.org/historichome.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 2; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 14; and Environment and Parks Committee, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 16, Merriam Park Rec Center, 2000 St. An-
thony Ave. All meetings will be held in Otto Hall at Episcopal 
Homes unless otherwise noted.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the UPDC on 
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighborhood 
Matters,” by emailing julie@unionparkdc.org.

West 7th
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Annual meeting—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federa-
tion held its annual meeting on April 11 at Summit Brewing 
Company. At the meeting, those in attendance elected board 
officers for 2018-2019 and passed two resolutions. One resolu-
tion related to the Ford rail spur and one to the Riverview Cor-
ridor process. The full text of the resolutions and the names of 
current board members can be found on the website. The next 
board meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, May 14, at the 
federation office, 974 W. Seventh St. 

Garden plots available—Approximately eight plots in the 
community garden located on Jefferson Avenue and Victoria 
Street are still available to West Seventh neighborhood resi-
dents. After April 30, any remaining plots will be open to gar-
deners citywide. For information, call the office or email direc-
tor Emily Northey at Emily@fortroadfederation.org.

Housing survey—The Fort Road Federation encourages all 
residents, renters and owners to fill out a housing survey at 
z.umn.edu/West7survey. The results will be used in planning 
future housing opportunities in the neighborhood.

Stay in touch—West Seventh neighbors are invited to “like” 
the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on Facebook and  
subscribe to its e-newsletter on the website.

District Council News
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By Jane McClure

Overtones of last year’s fight 
over redevelopment of Ford 
Motor Company’s former 

assembly plant reverberated at the 
Highland District Council (HDC) 
annual meeting on April 18.

Contested races for all but one of 
six open grid seats on the HDC’s 
board of directors as well as eight 
people vying for two at-large seats 
meant a larger than usual slate of 
candidates. The group Sustain Ward 
3, which supports a high-density, 
transit-friendly plan for the Ford 
site, had six of its members named 
to board seats. Kevin Gallatin (Grid 
2) and Bob Whitehead (10) were 
re-elected and were joined by newly 
elected grid reps Kristina Mattson 
(4), Nate Hood (6) and Tyler Teg-
gatz (8). Meanwhile, Amy Schwarz 
was elected to an at-large seat.

Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul, 
which advocates for smaller-scale 
development at Ford, also had a 
handful of candidates running for 
positions, but only Susan Duffy was 
elected to the other at-large seat. 

A few other hopefuls also were 
competing for positions. Board 
members Peter Armstrong, Joe 
Kohler, Gary Fischbach, Amy 
Samela and Gary Thompson did 
not seek re-election.

The HDC has one representative 
for each of the 12 grids in the neigh-

borhood. The even-numbered grid 
seats were up for election his year, 
along with two of four at-large posi-
tions. People must live in a grid to 
vote for their representative, but all 
people who live or work in High-
land Park can vote for at-large seats. 
The Highland and West End busi-
ness associations also have repre-
sentatives on the board.

District council elections in St. 
Paul usually have few if any con-
tested seats, but both the Sustain 
Ward 3 and Neighbors for a Livable 
St. Paul spread the word about can-
didates and urged people to get out 
to vote. As a result, the HDC had 
races in all but Grid 12, with only 
one person showing up for that po-
sition. That seat will be filled by the 
board in May. 

A bylaws change was also passed 
that evening on a split voice vote. 
The change means grid representa-
tives elected on April 18 will serve 
only one year instead of two. The 
HDC is realigning its grids to make 
them more balanced by population 
and will use the new boundaries for 
elections at the 2019 annual meet-
ing. Every grid seat will be up for 
election at that time. 

One issue the council has strug-
gled with is how to involve more 
renters. A couple of speakers at the 
annual meeting said they did not 
think renters should have a voice 
on the council. Others said changes 

should be looked at to make the 
council more representative of all 
residents of the neighborhood.

During the caucusing by grid, 
people asked about future steps in 
the Ford site’s redevelopment. How-
ever, there were also questions about 
a wide range of city and neighbor-
hood issues and programs, and a 
few pleas to get sidewalks shoveled 
in a more timely manner.

Board president Gallatin urged 
all those in attendance to consider 
joining a committee and attending 
neighborhood meetings on issues 
they are interested in.

“We knew there was a lot of en-
ergy around this election, so people 
who wanted to be elected or re-
elected had to work harder than 
they might otherwise have had to,” 
Gallatin said.

Sustain Ward 3 president Bran-
don Long said members of that 
group ran as individuals and not as 
part of a slate per se. “People went 
out and engaged with the commu-
nity and that’s what made a differ-
ence tonight,” he said. 

Other members of the group 
said that with the Ford site, they are 
less concerned about who is on the 
HDC’s board and more concerned 
about engaging with a future site 
developer. Ford has put the prop-
erty on the market and is expected 
to announce a developer later this 
year.

Contested seats, bylaws change mark HDC annual meeting

The HDC is looking to realign its grids since they were last developed 
in 1984. Shown are the current grids (above) and proposed (below).

St. Mark’s Council of Catholic Women will 
hold a rummage sale on April 27-29. There 
will be furniture, books, bikes, housewares, 
plants, clothing, shoes and more. Hours are 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 9 
a.m.-noon Sunday at 1983 Dayton Ave.

A concert will be presented by classically 
trained pianist Don Irwin at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, April 28, at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 700 Wesley Lane, Mendota Heights. 
Tickets are free, but registration is required at 
651-452-5683 or info@stpaulsmn.org.

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900 
Summit Ave., is offering the following: “Saints 
and Servants: Songs of Women” sung by the 

Lumina ensemble at 7 p.m. Sunday April 29 
($15); “A Journey to India” with the Reverend 
Norma Rae Hunt and Bob and Becky Galkie-
wicz from 6:30–7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, May 
2 and 9. Call 651-224-5809 for information.

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair 
Ave., recently welcomed the Reverend Jen 
Rome as pastor for its next generation min-
istries. Rome attended Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul and was a presidential scholar at Princ-
eton Theological Seminary. She served as 
pastor for children and families with Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Eagan for nearly 
17 years. She lives in St. Paul with her husband 
and two school-age daughters.

Amy (Voytilla) Freeman, a 2000 Central 
High School graduate and Macalester-Grove-
land native, and her husband Dave Freeman 
plan to pedal 1,750 miles across nine states to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act. The Free-
mans, who were named National Geographic 
magazine’s Adventurers of the Year in 2014, 
will be raising awareness of efforts to protect 
the Boundary Waters from sulfide-ore copper 
mining. They departed from Ely, Minnesota, 
on April 20 and plan to arrive in Washington, 
D.C., on June 18. Along the way they will be 
promoting their new book A Year in the Wil-
derness: Bearing Witness in the Boundary Wa-
ters (Milkweed Editions).

Dr. Joanna Ramirez Barrett of Macalester-
Groveland and Rhiana Yazzie of Summit 
Hill have been named 2018 Bush Fellows. 
The Bush Fellowship provides fellows with 
up to $100,000 over 12-24 months to pursue 
learning experiences that help them develop 
leadership skills. They can use the funding to 
pursue advanced education, networking op-
portunities, leadership resources, workshops 
and training. A total of 751 people applied for 
the 2018 Bush Fellowship. The Bush Founda-
tion will accept applications for the 2019 fel-
lowship beginning August 7. It is open to any-
one age 24 and older who lives in Minnesota, 
North Dakota or South Dakota. Visit bush-
foundation.org/fellowships/bush-fellowship.

Names in the NewsReligious Notes
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By Jane McClure

The population of student 
renters in the Merriam Park 
and Macalester-Groveland 

neighborhoods has climbed to 
2,156 in recent years. That got the 
attention of members of the West 
Summit Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (WSNAC), who on 
April 10 reviewed maps of where 
exactly those student renters are liv-
ing. It was part of a deeper look at 
data about St. Thomas and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods, and the 
first comprehensive mapping up-
date in several years.

“The number is higher than I 
thought it’d be,” said Doug Hennes, 
the university’s vice president for 
government relations and special 
projects. He had estimated it would 
be closer to around 1,600-1,700. 

Others on the committee said 
they were not as surprised, but were 
still concerned that some blocks 
have high concentrations of student 
rental housing.

St. Thomas junior Katelyn Zelen-
ka, who is majoring in geographic 
information systems and environ-
mental studies, took on the latest 
mapping project. The 2,156 num-
ber includes rentals of single-family 
homes, duplexes and other prop-
erties within the student housing 
overlay district around St. Thomas. 
It also includes three apartment 
buildings at Grand Avenue and 
Finn Street that are owned by Cul-
len LLC and hold up to 168 rent-
ers, but does not include students 

who live in other large apartment 
buildings scattered throughout the 
neighborhood, so the real total is 
likely higher. 

Nor does it include students who 
live just outside of the overlay dis-
trict, which the St. Paul City Coun-
cil created in 2012 to address the 
proliferation of student rental prop-
erties around the campus. The dis-
trict extends from I-94 to St. Clair 
Avenue and from Mississippi River 
Boulevard to Snelling, with the ex-
ception of the Desnoyer Park neigh-
borhood, and the area southeast of 
Summit and Fairview avenues. 

Existing homes that could be 
documented as student rentals were 
grandfathered in when the overlay 
district was created. New rentals 
must now be at least 150 feet from 
existing ones. 

In 2012, there were 242 registered 
dwellings and an unknown number 
of student tenants. This year, there 
were 263 registered rental proper-
ties with 1,424 student residents. 

The greatest concentrations of stu-
dent renters are on the Merriam 
Park blocks around the university’s 
north campus.

WSNAC members said they as-
sumed the majority of students in 
those rental properties attend St. 
Thomas, although they would like 
to know if some are attending other 
colleges.

The mapping and other data be-
ing collected are giving university 
officials and neighbors a better idea 
of housing trends and who is living 
where. The maps can also help track 
who owns a specific property as well 
as the condition of the property, 
which is derived from city rental in-
spection records.

Tracking where students live in 
the area is a condition of a 2004 
conditional use permit that allowed 
St. Thomas to expand onto the two 
blocks bounded by Summit, Cre-

tin, Grand and Cleveland avenues.  
WSNAC member Marc Manders-
cheid, who was involved in negoti-
ating the permit, said one focus then 
was that St. Thomas would know an 
actual address of every student liv-
ing near the campus. “That was 14 
years ago,” he said.

Having that kind of information 
is not only helpful for residents who 
are concerned about a particular 
property, but can be used as parents 
and students look for off-campus 
housing. St. Thomas neighborhood 
liaison Amy Gage said parents want 
to know the condition of a property 
before a student signs a lease.

Another type of housing that 
Zelenka tracked is owner-occupied 
student homes. Some parents buy 
a house for their offspring to live 
in with friends and put the house 
in their son’s or daughter’s name. 
There are 22 such houses, mostly 

in Merriam Park, with an estimat-
ed total occupancy of 96 students. 
Gage said the trend is for parents to 
buy a house for their student now 
and retain it as a student rental later.

The mapping also was used to 
track other student rentals in small-
er buildings. That process found 
about 26 properties and 468 oc-
cupants. Zelenka has mapped how 
area housing has changed in the 
past five years. The maps note that 
some homes have been converted 
from rental to owner-occupied, 
mostly through a WSNAC housing 
buyback program.

The mapping will tie into a 
“Neighborhood Livability Index” 
that WSNAC members and other 
neighbors have been working on. 
The group is focusing on how all 
types of data can be used to address 
concerns regarding university-
neighborhood relations.

A map of all student rentals within St. Paul’s student housing overlay district around the University of St. 
Thomas as of April 2018.

Seek and ye 
shall find
St. Thomas gets updated look 
at where some 2,156 students 
are renting space off-campus

“The number 
is higher than I 
thought it’d be,” 

said university vice 
president Doug 
Hennes. He had  

estimated it would 
be closer to around 

1,600-1,700.

See Di�erent

Meet local fashion star Samantha Rei.
She's been featured in Glamour and Vogue,

named  "Best Local Fashion Designer" by City Pages readers,
authored and illustrated a book on fashion subculture,

and been a star contestant on the TV show Project Runway.
It should be no surprise that she's also our customer.

Uptown, New Brighton, Burnsville Center and Grand Avenue
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Burglary—An attempted break-in of an 

occupied home was reported at 2:30 a.m. 
Sunday, April 8, on the 1500 block of Hart-
ford Avenue.

—An attempted home break-in occurred 
on the 600 block of Mount Curve Boulevard 
during the evening of April 13-14.

Theft—The catalytic converter was stolen 
from a vehicle at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, 1375 St. Paul Ave., at 4:23 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 3.

—Seven males in dark clothing tried to 
steal several vehicles from Hertz Rent-a-Car, 
1420 Davern St., at 12:35 a.m. Thursday, April 
5. They tried to ram the exit gate with one of 
the cars, but gave up and ran away. A vehicle 
also was reported stolen at Hertz on April 9. 

—A package was reported stolen from a 
residence on the 1900 block of Beechwood 
Avenue at 2:27 p.m. Thursday, April 5.

—A Sony car stereo was stolen from a vehi-
cle on the 1600 block of Niles Avenue during 
the evening of April 7-8.

—A diamond ring was stolen on the 1000 
block of South Prior Avenue on Monday, 
April 9.

—More than $1,000 in merchandise was 
stolen at Target, 2080 Ford Pkwy., between 
noon-12:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 10.

—A display phone was stolen at Verizon 
Wireless, 2034 Ford Pkwy., around 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 11. 

—Eyeglasses valued at more than $500 
were stolen at the Highland Library, 1974 
Ford Pkwy., between 1:30-2:50 p.m. Friday, 
April 13. 

Weapons—Police were called to recover a 
pocket knife that a student brought to River 
East School, 1845 Sheridan Ave., at 10:11 a.m. 
Thursday, April 12.

Miscellaneous—An 18-year-old man was 
cited for possession of marijuana at RiverEast 
School at 9:06 p.m. Friday, March 23.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery with a dangerous 

weapon was reported on Hamline and Mar-
shall avenues at 5:34 p.m. Friday, April 13.

Burglary—An apartment was broken into 
on North Griggs Street and Ashland Avenue 
between 2:14-3:48 a.m. Sunday, April 8.

—An occupied apartment was burglarized 
between 5:48-6:18 a.m. Tuesday, April 10, on 
the 300 block of North Lexington Parkway. 

Theft—A backpack was stolen from a ve-
hicle on the 1300 block of University Avenue 
between 2:45-9 p.m. Thursday, April 5. The 
loss was valued at more than $1,000.

—A male left his vehicle running while he 
went inside and returned to find it stolen on 
the 1100 block of Central Avenue at 11:05 
a.m. Friday, April 6. 

—A man’s cash and pants were stolen at  
LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave., between 
April 9-10. 

—A cellphone was stolen from a vehicle 
at the Midway Target at 9:10 p.m. Thursday, 
April 12. 

—A 26-year-old woman was arrested for 
trying to shoplift more than $1,000 in mer-
chandise from the Midway Target at 4:08 p.m. 
Friday, April 13.

Macalester-Groveland
Theft—A camera was stolen from a locked 

teacher’s office at Macalester College during 
the evening of April 3-4.

—Several items were stolen from a vehicle 
on Hamline and Lincoln avenues between 
8-9:30 p.m. Thursday, April 5.

—A male stole several packages of ciga-
rettes from behind the counter at Walgreens, 

1585 Randolph Ave., at 6:05 a.m. Sunday, 
April 8. 

—A package was stolen from a house on 
the 1100 block of Palace Avenue around 3:00 
p.m. Sunday, April 8.  

—A purse, credit cards, $200 in cash and an 
Apple MacBook computer were stolen from 
a vehicle on the 300 block of South Hamline 
Avenue around 7:30 p.m. Monday, April 9. 

—A vehicle was stolen on the 100 block of 
South Wheeler Street during the evening of 
April 15-16.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A purse and cellphone were report-

ed stolen from a vehicle on the 1300 block of 
Dodd Road at 5:51 p.m. Wednesday, April 4. 

—Police stopped a female for stealing gas 
from a business on the 2000 block of Dodd 
Road and learned she was driving a stolen  
vehicle at 5:11 p.m. Thursday, April 5. 

—Multiple people entered a store and stole 
several items at 7:18 p.m. Monday, April 9, on 
the 900 block of Highway 13.

—Hand tools were reported stolen from 
a locked trailer on the 2000 block of Waters 
Drive at 2:01 p.m. Wednesday, April 11.

—A computer and cellphone were reported 
stolen from a vehicle at 3:08 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 11, on the 1000 block of Lilydale Road.

—Several items were stolen from two vehi-
cles on the 1000 block of Victoria Court dur-
ing the evening of April 11-12. 

—A radar detector was reported stolen 
from a vehicle on the 900 block of Highway 
13 at 6:18 p.m. Thursday, April 12.

—A bicycle was reported stolen from a ve-
hicle on Highway 13 and D Street at 7:19 p.m. 
Thursday, April 12.

Miscellaneous—Police were called to an 
apartment on the 2300 block of Lexington 
Avenue regarding a disturbance at 8:16 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 3. The argument was over 
ironing shirts for school. The individuals were 
advised to quiet down.

—A snowplow was found abandoned on 
the 900 block of Mendota Heights Road at 
2:54 p.m. Wednesday, April 4. 

—Employees reported damage was done to 
their vehicles on the 1000 block of Mendota 
Heights Road at 7:46 a.m. Tuesday, April 10. 

Merriam Park
Burglary—An apartment burglary was 

reported on the 400 block of West Lynnhurst 
Avenue at 7:54 p.m. Sunday, April 8.

—An apartment was broken into on the 
400 block of West Lynnhurst Avenue between 
April 8-10.

Theft—A Northface backpack, Lenova 
laptop computer and paperwork were stolen 
from a vehicle on the 1900 block of Iglehart 
Avenue at 8:50 a.m. Friday, April 6.

—Tools, cash and glasses were stolen from 
a vehicle on the 1900 block of University Av-
enue between 4:28-5:06 p.m. Friday, April 6. 

—Two wheels were stolen from a vehicle on 
the 1600 block of Marshall Avenue during the 
evening of April 11-12.

—Stolen vehicles were reported on the 
1800 block of Dayton Avenue during the eve-
ning of April 11-12 and on the 1700 block of 
Selby Avenue on April 15.

Assault—Police received a report at 9:28 
a.m. Thursday, April 5, of a female being as-
saulted at the Days Inn, 1964 University Ave.

Weapons—Multiple callers reported gun-
fire on Fairview and University avenues at 
2:40 p.m. Monday, April 9. 

Miscellaneous—Police cited several indi-
viduals for underage drinking or having open 
containers of alcohol near the University of St. 
Thomas, including on April 8 on Finn Street 
and Selby Avenue, on April 14 on the 2100 
block of Selby Avenue, on April 14 on Mar-
shall Avenue and Moore Street, and on April 
14 on Cleveland and Selby avenues.

—A 32-year-old man was arrested for felo-
ny violation of a no-contact order after police 
responded to the Days Inn, 1964 University 
Ave., regarding a man who refused to leave or 
pay his bill at 8:44 p.m. Sunday, April 15.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery was reported on the 

1300 block of University Avenue at 5:23 p.m. 
Monday, April 9.

Burglary—Tools were stolen from a resi-
dence on the 1500 block of Selby Avenue at 
10:40 a.m. Friday, April 6.

Theft—A stolen vehicle was reported at the 
Midway Walmart at noon Friday, April 6.

—A cellphone was stolen from Sally Beau-
ty Supply, 1526 University Ave., at 3:08 p.m. 
Monday, April 9.

—Work tools were stolen on the 400 block 
of North Pascal Street between 7:28-8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 11.

—A backpack was reported stolen from a 
vehicle at Buffalo Wild Wings, 80 N. Snelling 
Ave., at 9:20 p.m. Monday, April 16.

Miscellaneous—Two individuals involved 
in a road rage incident caused a disturbance 
at the Midway Cub Foods at 9:23 a.m. Sunday, 
April 1.

—A 35-year-old man was arrested for dis-
orderly conduct and trespassing at the Mid-
way Walmart at 11:22 p.m. Friday, April 6. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—A home was broken into on the 

1200 block of Summit Avenue between April 
8-16.

Theft—Money was stolen from the Bal-
loon Bunch, 1193 Grand Ave., between 
March 26-April 5.

—A package was stolen on the 800 block of 
Lincoln Avenue between 2:30-3 p.m. Friday, 
April 6.

—A backpack and gun were stolen from 
a vehicle at the Loft store, 791 Grand Ave., 
around 1:40 p.m. Tuesday, April 10.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 400 block of 
Grand Avenue between April 14-15.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on 
Grand Avenue and St. Albans Street at 10:31 
p.m. Saturday, April 14. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint occurred 

on the 700 block of Carroll Avenue at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, April 12.

Burglary—An occupied residence was 
broken into at 2:30 a.m. Thursday, April 5, 
on the 700 block of Concordia Avenue. The 
suspect was described as a black male, around 
5-foot-8, 150 pounds, with shoulder-length 
dreadlocks and wearing a tan work jacket.

—An attempted break-in of a residence oc-
curred on the 1000 block of Concordia Ave-
nue between 6:40-7:09 p.m. Saturday, April 7.

—A home was burglarized on the 600 
block of Holly Avenue between 9:51-11:57 
p.m. Monday, April 16.

Theft—The catalytic converter was stolen 
from a vehicle in the parking lot of St. Paul 
College, 235 Marshall Ave., at 12:55 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 3. 

—A work bag and its contents were sto-
len from a vehicle on Selby Avenue and Dale 
Street between 6:34-9 p.m. Monday, April 9. 
The loss was estimated at more than $1,000.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from 
a vehicle on North Lexington Parkway and 
Summit Avenue between 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 11.

—A backpack, MacBook, iPad and other 
personal items and electronics were stolen 
from a vehicle on the 300 block of Selby Av-
enue between 5:30-7 p.m. Saturday, April 14.

Assault—A male was assaulted in the alley 
of his home on the 1000 block of Marshall Av-
enue at 1:56 a.m. Friday, April 6.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 

600 block of Iglehart Avenue at 1:43 a.m.  
Sunday, April 8.

— Bullet casings were recovered and a vic-
tim showed up at Regions Hospital after gun-
fire was reported on the 600 block of Iglehart 
Avenue at 1:26 p.m. Tuesday, April 10.

West End
Kidnapping—Police responded to the 

300 block of Randolph Avenue at 1:24 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 17, regarding a potential kid-
napping. They reportedly found a man with 
duct tape over his mouth and his hands tied 
together. Media reports stated that the case 
was referred to the local FBI office.

Robbery—Three juvenile suspects were ar-
rested in connection with an aggravated rob-
bery at Dannecker’s, 793 Randolph Ave., at 
12:54 p.m. Monday, April 16.

Burglary—Several garage units were bro-
ken into at the Victoria Park II Apartments, 
750 Otto Ave., between 1:40-2:40 a.m. Tues-
day, April 3. Multiple mechanical rooms 
along with two storage lockers also were en-
tered there between 7:30-9:30 a.m. Thursday, 
April 5.

Theft—A purse was stolen from a vehicle 
on Chestnut and Spring streets around 9:15 
a.m. Saturday, April 7.

—Packages were reported stolen on the 400 
block of Goodhue Street on April 7 and on the 
200 block of Forbes Avenue on April 9.

—A cellphone, binoculars, sunglasses and 
other items were stolen from a vehicle at the 
Hampton Inn & Suites, 200 W. Seventh St., 
during the evening of April 7-8.

—The tailgate was stolen from a vehicle 
on the 900 block of Palace Avenue between 
8-8:35 a.m. Sunday, April 8.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 200 block of 
Goodhue Street between April 8-15.

—A 36-year-old man was cited at 4:27 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 10, for the theft of a package at 
Chicago’s Taste Authority, 603 W. Seventh St. 

—All four wheels were stolen off a com-
pany’s vehicle on the 800 block of Jefferson 
Avenue between April 13-16.

Assault—A 40-year-old man was arrested 
for making felony terroristic threats on the 
1000 block of West Seventh Street at 8:13 p.m. 
Thursday, April 12.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported in the 
area of the Victoria Park II Apartments, 750 
Otto Ave., at 1:36 a.m. Sunday, April 8.

Miscellaneous—A hit-and-run driver 
heavily damaged the exterior of a building 
on the 1000 block of West Seventh Street be-
tween 12:01-2:05 a.m. Tuesday, April 3.

—Two incidents of criminal damage to 
property were reported on Eleanor Avenue 
and Palmer Place between 8:45 a.m.-5:25 p.m.  
Wednesday, April 4.

—Police responded to a 911 hang-up call 
and arrested a 25-year-old man for felony pos-
session of cocaine at 4:53 a.m. Friday, April 6, 
on the 200 block of West Seventh Street.

Crime Report

The following local calls were gathered from 
recent reports by the St. Paul Fire Department 
and other sources.

Lexington-Hamline—A male pedestrian 
was injured after being struck by a vehicle on 
Concordia Avenue and Lexington Parkway at 
11:25 p.m. Monday, April 2. He was taken to 
the hospital.

Merriam Park—A vehicle struck a pedes-
trian on Cretin and Marshall avenues around 
7:37 a.m. Monday, April 9.

West End—A pedestrian suffered injuries 
after being struck by a vehicle on Chestnut 
and Exchange streets at 3:22 p.m. Friday, 
March 9.

Fire Calls
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/April 25
More Than a Single Story, a 
conversation with local writers, artists 
and activists about masculinity and the 
dangers of stereotypes, will be held at 6:30 
p.m. at the Hamline-Midway Library, 
1558 Minnehaha Ave. David Mura, Art 
Coulson, Ezekiel Joubert, Sinaah Thao, 
Anthony Ceballos and Michael Torres 
will discuss how society can discard toxic 
models of masculinity and provide the 
men of tomorrow with new ways of seeing 
themselves as men. Admission is free.

Thursday/April 26
Rabbi Steven Leder of Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple in Los Angeles will 
discuss “Threats and Opportunities in the 
Jewish Community” at a Jewish Federation 
of Greater St. Paul fundraiser at Mount Zion 
Temple, 1300 Summit Ave. The affair will 
open at 6 p.m. with wine and heavy hors 
d’oeuvres. Tickets are $36, $24 for those 
age 30 and under. For more information or 
reservations, visit jewishstpaul.org.

“The Rise and Fall of the Twin City 
Rapid Transit Company” will be addressed 
by author and historian John Diers in a free 
program at 7 p.m. at the Ramsey County 
Library, 2180 N. Hamline Ave. in Roseville. 
At its height in 1920, the streetcar company 
carried 238 million riders on 500 miles of 
track that stretched from Lake Minnetonka 
to the St. Croix River. Thirty-four years 
later, it was history. For information, call 
651-222-0701 or visit rchs.com. 

Minnesota public radio host 
Krista Tippett will speak on civility 
and social division during the annual 
Goodman Lecture from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
O’Shaughnessy at St. Catherine University. 
Admission is free, but tickets are required. 
Visit oshag.stkate.edu/event.

Major General Robert Shadley 
will speak about the prevalence of sexual 
assault in the U.S. military from 7-9 p.m. in 
the Kelley Board Room at Mitchell Hamline 
School of Law, 875 Summit Ave. Shadley 
investigated one of the Army’s worst sexual 
harassment scandals. Admission to his talk 
is free. Call 651-695-7621.

Friday/April 27
Bargains will be yours to behold 
this weekend when St. Mark’s Council of 
Catholic Women present their twice-yearly 
rummage sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today 
and April 28 and from 9 a.m. to noon on 
April 29 in the parish hall at 1983 Dayton 
Ave. Four rooms will be filled with good 
used furniture, housewares, clothing and 
accessories, bicycles, sporting goods, books, 
games, toys, plants, DVDs, CDs and more. 

Saturday/April 28
The Health Care for All Task 
Group of the Sisters of St. Joseph and 
Consociates will host a three-hour 
program on “Health Care and Justice at 
the Crossroads” beginning at 9 a.m. at the 
Carondelet Center, 1890 Randolph Ave. 
Former Minnesota health commissioner Dr. 
Ed Ehlinger will help lead the discussion of 
inequities and injustices in health care and 
health policies in Minnesota. 

Political theorist Hannah Arendt 
and her essay, “The Revolutionary Tradition 

and Its Lost Treasure,” will be discussed 
by Molly Wilbur-Cohen from 10:15-11:45 
a.m. in the Teen Room on the first floor of 
the Highland Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. The 
free program is sponsored by Or Emet, a 
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism. Visit 
oremet.org.

A walking tour of the University 
of St. Thomas’ south campus will step out 
at 1 p.m. from 3M Auditorium in Owens 
Science Hall on the southwest corner of 
Cretin and Summit avenues. Held rain or 
shine, the 90-minute excursion will take 
in various sculptures, the research-focused 
greenhouse and the Stewardship Garden, 
among other attractions. The Exercise for 
the Body & the Mind program is free of 
charge, but registration is required. Visit 
stthomas.edu/selimcenter.

St. Helena Catholic School, 3204 E. 43rd 
St. in Minneapolis, will present its Spring 
Extravaganza, four hours of camaraderie, 
good food, and a silent and live auction 
beginning at 6 p.m. For information, visit 
sainthelenaschool.us.

Monday/April 30
Data Therapy, a workshop on how to 
interpret information and recognize bias, 
will be offered from 5-7 p.m. at Latimer 
Library, 90 W. Fourth St. A collaboration 
with MIT’s Center for Civic Media, the free 
workshop involves three activities: Building 
Data Sculptures to explore various ways to 
communicate the same data, Sketch a Story 
using a Databasic.io tool to find patterns 
in text, and Convince Me with instruction 
in how to make data-driven arguments. 
Additional workshops will be held from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. on May 21 and June 11 at 
Latimer Library. Rahul Bhargava of MIT 
will co-facilitate the workshop on May 21.

Tuesday/May 1
Rethinking the American Labor 
Movement author Elizabeth Faue will 
discuss the various strains of the labor 
movement and how it has shaped society 
in a free program at 7 p.m. at the Merriam 
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Visit 
thefriends.org/untoldstories.

Thursday/May 3
A mobile photography walking 
tour of St. Paul’s Irvine Park area will step 

out at 5:30 p.m. from the Alexander Ramsey 
House, 265 S. Exchange St. Sponsored by 
the Prevervation Alliance of Minnesota, the 
tour will teach participants how to capture 
beautiful photos of the built environment 
using just a phone. Photographer Eric 
Mueller and Augsburg College Professor 
Kristin Anderson will lead the two-hour 
program. The cost is $20, $10 for students. 
To register, visit mnpreservation.org.

Public Employee Unions, the 
dignity of labor and the Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr. will be addressed by 
Professor William P. Jones in a free program 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Rondo Library, 461 N. 
Dale St. Visit thefriends.org/untoldstories.

Friday/May 4
Fare for all’s monthly distribution 
of fresh produce and frozen meat will 
take place from 10 a.m.-noon at the West 
Seventh Community Center, 265 Oneida 
St. A variety of food will be available in 
packages priced from $10-$25. Cash, credit 
or debit cards are accepted. Volunteers are 
needed to help load boxes into customers’ 
cars. Call 651-298-5493.

Public Art St. Paul will hold its 
annual gala from 6:30-10 p.m. at Custom 
House, 180 E. Kellogg Blvd. The “Deco 
Dreams” event will feature a silent auction, 
heavy appetizers, wine, beer, dessert, coffee 
and live jazz by Chris Bates and Zacc Harris. 
Tickets are $125. Visit publicartstpaul.org or 
call 651-290-0921.

Saturday/May 5
Learn to identify and forage for 
edible mushrooms and prepare and sample 
the ones you find from noon-3 p.m. at 
Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charlton St. in 
West St. Paul. The cost is $20 per adult. Call 
651-455-4531.

Mendota Heights will hold its spring 
cleanup from 8 a.m.-noon at Mendakota 
Park, 2171 Dodd Road. City residents with 
I.D. may dispose of scrap metal, bicycles, 
small appliances, VCRs/DVDs and corded 
telephones free of charge. The cost for 
miscellaneous junk is $10 per car load, $20 
for an SUV, $25 for a pickup and $35 for 
a small trailer. An additional charge will 
be added for mattresses, box springs, large 
appliances, tires and some electronics. 
Yard waste, recyclable material, household 

hazardous waste and construction debris 
will not be accepted. Contact Cassandra 
Schueller at 651-552-4118 or cschueller@
wspmn.gov.

Sunday/May 6
Jewish Family Service of St. Paul 
will hold its second annual Celebration of 
Service fundraiser from 9:30 a.m.-noon at 
Beth Jacob Congregation, 1179 Victoria 
Curve in Mendota Heights. A champagne 
brunch will be served with live music by 
the John Guari Jazz Combo. KARE 11 news 
anchor Jana Shortal will emcee the program. 
Past JFS board presidents Judy Brier and 
Leslie Hahn will be honored. For tickets, 
priced at $36, $25 for those under age 40, 
visit jfssp.org.

Help plant a large pollinator garden 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on the east side of 
the parking lot at Temple of Aaron, 616 S. 
Mississippi River Blvd. The new River of 
Grass Garden has been designed to attract 
butterflies, bees and hummingbirds and to 
provide food for the bald eagles that have 
been nesting just south of the lot since 
2015. It will feature native prairie grasses, 
wildflowers and other perennials that are 
rich in nectar and pollen. To volunteer, 
email Mary Maguire Lerman at magui011@
umn.edu or call Susie at 651-252-6401.

Monday/May 7
Raza Sí, Migra No author Jimmy 
Patiño will discuss his new book on the 
struggle for human rights among Mexican 
immigrants to the U.S. during the 1970s and 
’80s in a free program at 7 p.m. at the East 
Side Freedom Library, 1105 Greenbrier St. 
Visit thefriends.org/untoldstories.

Tuesday/May 8
The St. Paul Hiking Club will gather 
for a three-mile hike stepping out at 7:30 
p.m. from the big parking lot at Crosby 
Farm Regional Park (off Shepard Road just 
west of Davern Street). New members are 
welcome. Call Charlotte at 651-455-0052.

The advantages of breastfeeding for 
mother and child will be discussed from 
7-8:45 p.m. by the Como-Midway group of 
La Leche League. Pregnant women, mothers 
and their children are invited. For more 
information, call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

Getting 
a tune up. 
Ukelele Club members 
Axel Aamodt, 5, Liam 
Byrne, 9 and, Stella 
Aamodt, 9, jumped for 
the joy of music while 
strumming along with 
teacher Mark Sorvari on 
April 14. A collaboration 
between the Union Park 
District Council and 
Playing With Music, the 
club meets on Saturday 
mornings in a class-
room at Snelling and 
Selby avenues.
Photo by
Brad Stauffer



page 20	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 25, 2018

On the Town

Dressing the part
Costume designer Conley tailors drama to fit the playwright’s vision

A gallery is born
West Hampden Collective opens new 
exhibit space with reception April 27-29

By Frank Jossi

It isn’t often that a costume designer gets 
the chance to play a starring role in a 
play, but Lisa Conley does just that with 

the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s 
current production of Natasha and the 
Coat. Playwright Deborah Stein’s new 
drama explores fashion, faith and mysticism 
through the lives of two young adults—one 
a fashion intern at a Brooklyn atelier and 
the other an Hasidic Jew who works at a dry 
cleaners.

“It’s a fun play for me,” said Conley, a 
resident of West St. Paul. “What a costume 
designer does is think about what the 
characters would wear and how they would 
want to present themselves.”

And the characters in Natasha and the 
Coat do plenty of thinking about clothes. The 
play not only depicts attitudes in one of the 
fashion capitals of the world, Conley said, 
it also showcases the less vibrant clothing 
choices of the Jewish sect.

“Every play is costume-intensive,” she 
said, “but some are more obvious about it. 
The goal of the costume designer is to be as 
invisible as possible—to make the characters 
so comfortable in their costumes, the 
audience doesn’t even notice the clothing. 
But in this show they’re talking about clothes 
all the time.”

The play is set in the dry-cleaning shop 
and the atelier, making clothing a central 
feature if not a character in the drama, 
according to director Miriam Monasch. 

Conley is well-suited to the challenge. 

“I’ve worked with her before,” Monasch 
said. “She costumed Our Class for me. I just 
loving working with her because she’s so 
imaginative.” 

Coffee stains and their removal provide 

pivotal moments in the drama. In one of 
the first scenes, Natasha (played by Miriam 
Schwartz) spills coffee on a client’s expensive 
fur coat and takes it to a dry cleaners run 
by Yossi (Avi Aharoni). On stage, the coffee 
is really water and the fur coat requires no 
special preparation, Conley said. But in 
another scene, coffee is spilled on a yellow 
dress that will appear later on without the 
stain, requiring a bit of trickery on Conley’s 
part. She gave the yellow dress a thin lining 
that turns dark brown when water is spilled 
on it. 

Gathering all the clothing for Natasha 
and the Coat turned out to be less work 
than Conley expected. She and the director 
first considered looking for 1930s garb, but 
decided instead to focus on vintage mid-
century clothing, which had been popular in 
2005, the year in which the play is set. 

By Larry Englund

The six members of the West 
Hampden Artists Collective 
have opened a new 

gallery adjacent to their studios 
at 2281 Hampden Ave. Their 
2281 Gallery will open its first 
show—17 paintings by guest artist 
and abstract expressionist Bret 
Anderson—with a public reception 
on April 27-29. The reception will 
run from 4-8 p.m. Friday, noon-8 
p.m. Saturday and noon-5 p.m. 
Sunday in the gallery.

The works of the West Hampden 
Artists Collective will be on view 
at the same time  in the artists’ 
studios. Art lovers will be able to 
meet the artists and enter a drawing 
for a large painting by West End 
artist Lanny Ross. 

An abstract painter, Ross 
founded the collective in 2004 
with expressionist painter and poet 
Richard Dillon. They had been 
looking for cheap studio space for 
developing artists and were drawn 
to the former Minnesota Chemical 
Building on Hampden. “What we 
liked about it was the paint all over 
the floor,” Dillon said. “We didn’t 
have to be neat. 

“We’ve had about a dozen artists 
in and out of here over the last 10 
to 12 years,” Dillon said. Currently, 
the collective also includes portrait 
and plein aire painter Philip 
Carlton, postmodern and abstract 
painter and sculptor John Vieno, 
graphic designer and abstract 
painter Jas McCroskey, and writer 
and illustrator Brooke Dierkhising. 

Vieno is serving as the first 
curator of the 2281 Gallery. When 
he joined the collective, the space 
was being used as storage. “We 
realized that if we could just clear 
the junk out of there, we could 
hang works and start a gallery,” he 

said. “We were already paying for 
the space anyway.” 

The industrial area around the 
new gallery has greatly changed 
over the past 14 years with new 
residents and retail establishments. 
“People are marching towards 
us,” Dillon said. “There’s new 
construction and new apartments, 
and the Urban Growler (brew pub) 
just around the corner has been a 
big success. We felt that impetus 
and thought maybe it was time to 
open an art gallery.” 

“We had a soft opening with a 
group show during the St. Paul Art 
Crawl last fall,” Vieno said. “But 
this is the first time we’re having a 
featured artist.” 

Anderson attended the 
Minneapolis College of Art and 
Design with Vieno in the 1980s. 
“John and I got to know each other 
pretty well there,” Anderson said. 
“And then we reconnected about 
nine or 10 years ago. When John 
moved into this space, I got to 
know these guys. They asked me if 
I wanted to be the first victim.” 

Anderson is a full-time artist 
working mostly in oils. “I’ve 
worked in both oils and acrylics in 
mixed-media on canvas,” he said. 

“With today’s water-based oils, 
you can wash your hands in water 
and the oils aren’t as toxic as they 
were years ago. It’s not hard on the 
lungs.” 

The sunny gallery is about 350 
square feet, according to Vieno. 

“You can get a large body of work 
in there,” he said.

Several of Anderson’s pieces 
have small three-dimensional 
projections. “I use paint and mostly 

The collective’s aim 
with 2281 Gallery is 
to give unrecognized 
artists a chance to 

introduce themselves 
to the public. “We’re 
setting up a process 
for people to submit 
proposals for future 
shows,” Vieno said.

“The goal of the costume 
designer is to be as invisible 

as possible—to make the 
characters so comfortable 

in their costumes, the 
audience doesn’t even 
notice the clothing.” 

Costume designer Lisa Conley discusses a dress she chose for actress Miriam Schwartz in 
her role as Natasha in Minnesota Jewish Theatre’s production of Natasha and the Coat. 

Bret Anderson will be showing his mixed-media art in 2281 Gallery’s 
inaugural exhibit opening April 27-29. photo by brad stauffer

‘Natasha and the coat’  c21

west hampden artists   c21
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paper,” he said. “I chop up pieces of junk-mail 
postcards and receipts. The last few years I’ve 
been working mostly with a palette knife or 
my fingers.”

Throughout the run of Anderson’s exhibit, 
visitors will be able to stroll into the studios 
and see the works of the collective. Ross’ 
paintings draw their inspiration from his 
memories of the Orient when he worked for 
Northwest Airlines and operated his own 
travel business. “You have total freedom 
to experiment if you’re an artist,” he said. 
“I’m way out there sometimes. I’ll get in my 
zone, as I call it, and see what transpires. 
Sometimes it’s successful, and sometimes it’s 
not.” 

Dillon’s art is colorful and impressionistic, 
featuring sailboats, Irish themes and 
portraits. “I have a large painting I’m working 
on now that’s a metamorphosis thing, with 
animals that have spots on their backs and 
people with spots on them,” he said. “It’s a 
combination of collage and paint. It’s fun, and 
I don’t care if I sell any of it, although I’ve sold 
quite a few.”

Vieno’s abstract art is colorful and bright. 
“There are a lot of fluorescent colors, really 
bright, colorful stuff,” he said. “I’m pretty 
influenced by Picasso.” One piece is a tall, 

slender sculpture. “It’s the only sculpture I’ve 
done in the last two years,” he said. “The rest 
are in storage and with collectors.” 

The gallery’s opening on April 27-29 is 
taking place at the same time as the St. Paul 
Art Collective’s Art Crawl, though it is not an 
official stop on the Crawl.

Dierkhising, who joined the collective in 

January, will not be taking part in the show. 
“I’m very much the newbie around here and 
just want to give myself some time to smooth 
myself in,” she said. 

A teacher by day, Dierkhising said she 
joined the collective out of a desire to explore 
art in a space away from home. “I have a 
13-year-old at home and we have pets,” she 

said. “This space has no distractions, and it’s 
a beautiful space. It’s super simple. I love that. 
The light is great, and the people are great.” 

“We all get along well,” Vieno said. “If 
we didn’t, it wouldn’t work because our 
spaces are open without a single door. We’re 
constantly coming and going, so it’s unusual 
that we’re all here at one time, which still 
allows for some solitude.

The collective’s aim with 2281 Gallery 
is to give unrecognized artists a chance to 
introduce themselves to the public. “We’re 
setting up a process for people to submit 
proposals for future shows in the gallery 
space,” Vieno said. “All media are welcome. 
This could easily be a performance space, 
too.

“We hope to grow the gallery,” Vieno 
said, “and to have events on a regular basis, 
certainly around art crawls, showing the 
work of six to 12 artists per year.”

“This is a considerable departure from our 
operation of years past,” Ross said. “But we’re 
all excited about it. We’re gung ho and think 
it’ll be a considerable success.”

Following the opening receptions, 
Anderson’s art will remain on view every 
weekend from 5-8 p.m. Friday, 2-8 p.m. 
Saturday and 2-6 p.m. Sunday. For more 
information on the gallery, call Vieno at 
651-245-4191.

West Hampden artists Lanny Ross,  Richard Dillon and John Vieno pose in one of their 
studios in the former Minnesota Chemical Building at 2281 Hampden Ave. Their collec-
tive has turned a former storage space into a new art gallery. photo by brad stauffer
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When working on a play, Conley will visit vintage 
clothing and thrift shops across the Twin Cities. Among 
the best shops, she said, is Lula Vintage Wear, 1587 Selby 
Ave., which had a mother lode of material for Natasha 
and the Coat. Conley also drew on the costume shops of 
other theaters and her own wardrobe for material. For 
some shows, she will even sew her own costumes. 

Live theater presents plenty of creative opportunities 
for costume designers because many playwrights leave 
those decisions to the directors, designers and cast. Color 
theory comes into play, Conley noted with a laugh, as no 
character an audience should like should ever wear green.

Clothing also helps actors inhabit a role. “Actors tend 
to be thoughtful about how they present themselves 
anyway,” Conley said. “When they walk into an audition, 
they have to be immediately appealing to directors. Their 
costumes can help pull that back.”

Conley majored in English and religion at Hamline 
University, and began designing costumes for student 
productions there. When she told a professor she was 
“bummed” about graduating because she would no 

longer have a theater outlet, he suggested she take up 
costume designing as a career. She went on to earn a 
master of fine arts degree at the University of Georgia and 
returned to the Twin Cities in 2009.

After freelancing for several years as a costume 
designer for several local theaters, Conley landed a full-
time job developing props at the Children’s Museum of 
Minnesota. According to her, the downtown St. Paul 
institution is the largest producer of traveling children’s 
shows in the country, among them Garfield, Thomas & 
Friends, Curious George and the upcoming Wild Cats.

Natasha and the Coat is receiving its world premiere at 
the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company. Stein, a former 
Twin Cities playwright, now resides in Los Angeles. In 
addition to Schwartz and Aharoni, the cast includes 
Muriel Bonertz, Charles Numrich and Kim Kivens. 

Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
8 p.m. Saturdays and 1 and 7:30 p.m. Sundays through 
May 13 in the auditorium of the Highland Park Commu
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Tickets are $23-$38 with 
discounts for those in their 20s and 30s and during the 
student rush. For reservations, call 651-647-4315 or visit 
mnjewishtheatre.org.

Costume 
designer 
Lisa 
Conley 
stitches 
a dress 
that will 
be worn 
in the 
Minneso-
ta Jewish 
Theatre 
Com-
pany’s 
produc-
tion of 
Natasha 
and the 
Coat.
photos 
by brad 
stauffer
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Dance
Contemporary choreography by black 
women from across the U.S. will be featured 
in “The Requisite Movers” on April 27-29 
at the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington 
Ave. S., Minneapolis. The program will fea
ture Brownbody artistic director Deneane 
Richburg’s “Her Song.” Set to a lullaby by 
Twin Cities singer Thomasina Petrus, the 
solo tells of a black girl in the predominantly 
white world of competitive figure skating. 
Philadelphia’s FlyGround ensemble will 
present “Native Portals,” a reflection on 
the invisibility of lynching in history and 
the current killings of black people. Leslie 
Parker Dance Project rounds out the show 
with “Bone Womyn Traces in Black.” Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 
2 p.m. Sunday.  Tickets are $24 at the door, 
$20 online at southerntheater.org, $12 for 
students and seniors.
Rhythmic Circus will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary with a return engagement of 
“Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!” at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 4, in the O’Shaughnessy at 
St. Catherine University. The cavalcade of 
genre-hopping music, hard-hitting dance, 
funky costumes and a big brass band features 
dancers Nick Bowman, Drew Geck, Galen 
Higgins and Ricci Milan, guitarist Alex 
Rossi, beatboxer Aaron Heaton, keyboardist 
Cornell Blanchard, drummer Patrick Nelson, 
bassist Dan Ristrom, saxophonist Peter 
Vircks and trumpeter Aaron Wiener. Tickets 
are $18-$38 with discounts for students, 
seniors and military personnel. Visit oshag.
stkate.edu or call 651-690-6700.

Music 
The Midtown Men, four stars from the 
original Broadway cast of Jersey Boys now 
on their seventh national tour, will celebrate 
the music that defined the 1960s in concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 27, at the Ordway 
Concert Hall. Christian Hoff, Michael 
Longoria, Daniel Reichard and J. Robert 
Spencer will deliver their favorite hits from 
the Beatles, Rascals, Turtles, Four Seasons 
and Motown. Tickets start at $48. Call 651-
224-4222 or visit ordway.org.
Classic Albums Live will recreate the sound 
of the LP “Led Zeppelin II,” from the first 

note of “Whole Lotta Love” to the last lick of 
“Bring It on Home,” in concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, at the Ordway Concert 
Hall. Tickets start at $31. Call 651-224-4222 
or visit ordway.org.

BandWidth, the seventh annual showcase of 
community bands from the Twin Cities area, 
will return from noon-5:45 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 29, at Landmark Center. Marches, con
cert band classics, pop, Broadway and jazz 
tunes will be performed by the following in 
their order of appearance: Capital City Wind 
Ensemble, Seward Concert Band, Brio Brass, 
South Washington County Community 
Band, Richfield Symphonic Band and Lex-
Ham Community Band.

The St. Catherine Choral Society, under 
the direction of Patricia Connors, will 
perform the music of Handel and Bernstein 
in concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 29, in the 

O’Shaughnessy at St. Catherine University. 
The program will feature the Baroque 
composer’s Dixit Dominus and a variety of 
compositions by Bernstein in celebration of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth, including 
a medley from West Side Story, “Make our 
Garden Grow” from Candide, and several 
movements of Mass. The 80-voice choir will 
be joined by an orchestra of professional 
musicians and soloists Kristie Tigges, 
KrisAnne Weiss, Richard Joseph and Mark 
Billy.

Studio Z, 275 E. Fourth St., Suite 200, 
will play host to the following: Inn-fest, a 
smorgasbord of local and national artists 
from the Innova label, 6-10 p.m. April 27 and 
noon-8 p.m. April 28 (admission is free); a 
performance and discussion with the Seen/
Heard Trio, 6 p.m. April 30 ($10); the Seen/
Heard Trio performs music by the Spitting 
Image Collective, 7:30 p.m. May 1 ($15 and 

$10); Zeitgeist’s 40th anniversary concert, 
7:30 p.m. May 4, 5 and 6 ($15 and $10). Call 
651-755-1600.

The Minnesota Renaissance Choir will 
perform the music of Orlande de Lassus, 
Carlo Gesualdo, John Bartlet, Peter Warlock, 
Morten Lauridsen and Josquin de Prez in its 
spring concert at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 28, at 
St. Clement’s Episcopal Church, 901 Portland 
Ave. Tickets are available in advance for $20 
at brownpapertickets.com. Tickets at the 
door are $25, $20 for seniors, $5 for students. 

ANCIA Saxophone Quartet will present two 
free concerts on Saturday, May 5, delivering 
a multicultural program with “Ulla in Africa” 
by Heiner Wiberny, “Dervish” by Chris 
Rutkowski, “Tango Virtuoso” by Thierry 
Escaich, “Three Short Tales of the Sea” by 
Rika Ishige, “New York Suite” by Paquito 
D’Rivera, and “Mexican Folk Song Suite” and 
“Klezmer Wedding” by Mike Curtis. The 
hour-long shows will begin at 10:30 a.m.  at 
the Nokomis Library, 5100 34th Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis, and at 2 p.m. at the Latimer 
Library, 90 W. Fourth St.

Lyra Baroque Orchestra will close its season 
with an Italian Concerto Collage at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 5, in Sundin Music Hall, 1531 
Hewitt Ave. The concert will include works 
by Corelli, Vivaldi, Alessandro Stradella, 
Giuseppe Sammartini, Pietro Locatelli and 
Francesco Geminiani. A preview of the 
music will be offered 45 minutes before the 
show. Tickets are $5-$25. Visit lyrabaroque.
org.

Johannes Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem 
is 150 years old. The South Metro Chorale 
will celebrate the anniversary by performing 
the iconic work at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5, 
at Hamline Church United Methodist, 1514 
Englewood Ave. Tickets are $12, free for 
students. For reservations, call 612-386-4636.

Director Axel Theimer and his a cappella 
ensemble Kantorei will conclude their 
30th anniversary season with a concert of 
“Memories” at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 6, in the 
Chapel of St. Mary at the St. Paul Seminary, 
2260 Summit Ave. The program includes 
compositions by Bruckner, Debussy, Gerald 
Finzi, Frank Ferko, Josef Rheinberger, Carol 
Barnett, Michael Joncas, Joshua G. Nice and 
David Evan Thomas’ “Hear my Prayer, O 
Lord,” a setting of Psalm 102. Tickets are $25, 
$20 for seniors and $15 for students. Visit 

‘Shadowland.’ Pilobolus will combine its trademark take on modern dance with 
innovative media in concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5, at the Ordway Music Theater. 
The groundbreaking performance was conceived in collaboration with Steven Banks 
of the animated series “SpongeBob SquarePants”  and set to the music of David Poe. 
Tickets start at $29. Visit ordway.org or call 651-224-4222.
 



WEDNESDAY, april 25, 2018 	 VILLAGER	 page 23

Summer Intensive with Ananya Dance
Theatre

Monday-Friday, June 11-29 
11am - 2pm
Pre-professional level - Live music
Registration deadline: May 25

For info & to apply:
http://www.ananyadancetheatre.org/event/summer-intensive-with-ananya-dance-theatre-2/

A n A n yA  D A n c e
T h e AT r e

kantorei.net or call 612-217-4647.

Mississippi Valley Orchestra will pay tribute 
to the warmth and wonder of nature at 3 
p.m. Sunday, May 6, at Augustana Lutheran 
Church, 1400 S. Robert St. in West St Paul. 
The concert program will feature Debussy’s 
Nocturnes with Chorus Polaris, Chopin’s 
Piano Concerto No. 1 with St. Paul Piano 
Teachers Association Concerto Competition 
winner Aurora Wang, and Brahms’ Sym
phony No. 2. Admission is free, though 
donations are welcome. 

The Hill House Chamber Players will 
explore the music, poetry and stories of 
World War I along with compositions for 
piano and strings by Beethoven and Brahms 
in concert at 7:30 p.m. Mondays, May 7 
and 14, in the art gallery at the James J. Hill 
House, 240 Summit Ave. Tickets are $23, $13 
for students, and that includes a preconcert 
conversation at 6:45 p.m., refreshments and 
a post-performance tour of the Hill House.  
Visit brownpapertickets.com.

Film
Trylon Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in Minnea
polis, will screen the following: The Shooting 
(1966) starring Millie Perkins and Jack 
Nicholson, 7 p.m. April 27, 8:45 p.m. April 28 
and 5:30 p.m. April 29; Ride in the Whirlwind 
(1966) starring Warren Oates, Cameron 
Mitchell and Jack Nicholson, 8:45 p.m. April 
27, 7 p.m. April 28 and 7:15 p.m. April 29; 
Pandora and the Flying Dutchman (1951) 
starring Ava Gardner and James Mason, 3 
p.m. April 29, and 7 and 9:30 p.m. April 30 
and May 1; Some Like It Hot (1959) starring 
Jack Lemmon, Marilyn Monroe and Tony 
Curtis, 7 and 9:30 p.m. May 4 and 5, and 6 
and 8:30 p.m. May 6; Irma La Douce (1963) 
starring Jack Lemmon and Shirley MacLaine, 
3 p.m. May 6, and 7 and 9:45 p.m. May 7 and 
8. Tickets are $8. Call 612-424-5468.

Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution, 
a documentary about the Black Panther 
Party of the 1960s and its significance for 
black people and American society as a 
whole,  will be screened at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 1, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 
W. Kellogg Blvd. Admission is free.

Hearts Beat Loud, the 2018 Sundance Festi
val film starring Nick Offerman and Kiersey 
Clemons as a father and daughter who form 
an unlikely songwriting duo in the summer 
before she leaves for college, will be screened 
by Sound Unseen on Wednesday, May 9. 
The film will roll at 7 p.m. at the Trylon 
Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $12 at the door, $10 in advance at 
soundunseen.com. 

Books
“In the Spirit of Our Mothers,” a reading by 
Amoké Kubat, Fayise Abrahim and Jasmine 
Boudah, will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 25, at Black Dog Cafe, 308 E. Prince 
St. The program will feature excerpts from 
Kubat’s memoir, Missing Mama: My Story 
of Loss, Sorrow and Healing; Boudah’s 
Mothering Through Pain and Suffering in 
Silence: A Collection of Stories From Survivors; 
and Abrahim’s retracing of her mother’s 
journey from the northern mountains of 
Ethiopia to Sudan and the rural Midwest. 
Admission is free.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play 
host to free readings and discussions with 
authors Mary Kay Rummel and her poetry 
collection, Cypher Garden, at 7 p.m. April 
25; Jules Nyquist and her poetry collection, 
Homesick, then, 7 p.m. May 5; and Bonnie 
Kristian and her new book, A Flexible Faith, 
7 p.m. May 15. Call 651-493-2791 or visit 
subtextbooks.com.

Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave., 
will play host to free readings and discussions 

with authors Robert B. Mitchell and his 
history, Congress and the King of Frauds: 
Corruption and the Credit Mobilier Scandal 
at the Dawn of the Gilded Age, at 7 p.m. April 
27; Cary Griffith and his history of the Ham 
Lake fire of 2007, Gunflint Burning: Fire in 
the Boundary Waters, 7 p.m. May 8; and 
Adrian Todd Zuniga and his novel, Collision 
Theory, 7 p.m. May 15. Call 651-225-8989 or 
visit commongoodbooks.com.

An open lab for writers to discuss their 
current projects with other writers or just 
work on their own is offered from 10:30 
a.m.-noon every Thursday at the Merriam 
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Call 651-
642-0385.

Poet Tony Curtis of Dublin will read from 
his verse at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 27, in the 
auditorium of the John R. Roach Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. The author 
of eight poetry collections, Curtis, 62, is 
the recipient of the 22nd annual Lawrence 
O’Shaughnessy Award for Poetry given by St. 
Thomas’ Center for Irish Studies. Admission 
to the reading is free and open to all.

Devoney Looser, author of The Making 
of Jane Austen and a professor of English 
at Arizona State University, will describe 
Austen’s long road to becoming a celebrity 
and the inspiration for generations of loyal 
readers in a free program at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 3, in O’Shaughnessy-Frey Library at the 
University of St. Thomas.

The Great Books Discussions Group will 
gather on Wednesday, May 9, to examine 
Lawrence Sargent Hall’s short story, “The 
Ledge.” Hall, who saw active duty in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve in World War II, operated a 
boat yard on the Maine coast. In his nautical 
yarn, a hardboiled fisherman confronts 
chance and the elements. The meeting, 
which is free and open to the public, will 
begin at 5 p.m. at the University Club, 420 
Summit Ave. Call 651-285-7550.

Exhibits
“Dissonance and Repair,” new paintings 
by Barbara Kreft and Kimberly Benson, and 
“Dismantling Mindset,” the art of senior 
studio art majors Ashley Tyler Alex, Sarah 
Borgen, Breanna D. Goudeau, Hannah 
Haughey and Teresa R. Widiger, are on view 
through May 20 in the Catherine G. Murphy 
Galleries at St. Catherine University. Artists 
Kreft and Benson will be featured in a gallery 
talk at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 3. Admission is 
free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

The St. Paul Art Collective will present its 
spring Art Crawl on April 27-29 at three 
dozen locations in the downtown, East 
Side, West End, North End, Midway and 
University-Raymond neighborhoods. More 
than 300 artists will take part in the show and 
sale, opening their studios and galleries to 
the public free of  charge. The event will run 
from 6-10 p.m. Friday, noon-8 p.m. Saturday 
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. For information, 
visit saintpaulartcrawl.org.

“Hold Fast,” a three-week exhibit by four 
artists from St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
will open with a public reception from 7-9 
p.m. Friday, April 27, at Truckstop Gallery, 
20 Grove St. #72 on Nicollet Island in 
Minneapolis.  Featured are works by Cailan 
Carpenter, a ceramicist who blurs the line 
between functional and sculptural; Josh 
Torkelson, who explores permanence and 
ephemera in two and three dimensions; 
Holland Hardie, whose layered prints focus 
on natural and man-made patterns; and  
painter Evan Weselmann. Visit truckstop.
gallery.

Twin Cities artist Tamina Muhammad will 
open an exhibit of her works in watercolor, 
acrylic, marker, colored pencil and ink with 
a reception from 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
3, in the gallery of the East Side Arts Council, 
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MOTHER'S DAY
SUNDAY
BRUNCH
MAY 13th

Reservations now being accepted

Est. 1985
S O U T H E R N  S T Y L E

The Original

Est. 1985
S O U T H E R N  S T Y L E

The Original

PATIOs Are OPeNING!

  695 Grand Avenue | St. Paul  

(WEATHER pERMiTTing)

       651-292-0444       651-222-7345            651-225-8248
    sajiya.com       dixiesongrand.com   emmettspublichouse.com

(651) 486-0000 • GreatGarageDoor.com
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2  SPRINGS
Replaced
2 CABLES
Replaced

Sears/
Chamberlain

Gear

$209
$164
$149

Don’t get stuck with
a $1200 service call!

SAVE ON SERVICE

Residential 
& Commercial

Premium Deluxe
1/2 HP Opener

$305  INSTALLED!
A+ Rated by BBB

Voted “Best Garage Door Company”

Non-Insulated

Insulated with
Vinyl Backer
Full 2” Thick, Insulated  
2-Sided Steel

Windows & Remodel/Recycling 
old door extra. Exp. 5/18/2018

$745               
$845
$1050

New Steel Double Door
Installed. Raised Panel or Carrage.

WHY GREAT GARAGE DOOR
• FREE Estimates                     • A+ Rated by BBB
• Super Service Award            • Certified by IDA
• Wide Variety of Styles          • Doors installed in 1 week or less

SERVICE
QUALITY

VALUE

FREE
ESTIMATES

SAME DAY
SERVICE

977 Payne Ave. Admission is free. 
Refreshments will be served.

“St. Paul 1978,” an exhibit of street 
photography by Jerry Mathiason, will 
open with a public reception from 
5-7 p.m. Thursday, May 3, in the 
North Gallery at Landmark Center. 
Cosponsored by Historic St. Paul, the 
show is open to the public free of charge 
through May 26. Call 651-292-3225.

Summit Avenue Walking Tours 
highlighting the Gilded Age mansions 
that line the street and the people who 
built them and owned them, will be 
offered by the Minnesota Historical 
Society on weekends from May 5 
through September. The 90-minute 
tours step out at 10 a.m., noon and 2 
p.m. on Saturdays and noon and 2 p.m. 
Sundays from the James J. Hill House, 
240 Summit Ave. The cost is $14, $12 
for seniors and college students, $10 
for children ages 5-17. Visit mnhs.org/
calendar.

Theater
The Diary of Anne Frank will be 
performed at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
and Saturday, April 26 and 28, at 
Park Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh 
Place. The drama tells about a young 
Jewish girl who in the midst of the 
Holocaust of World War II wrote that 
“in spite of everything I still believe 
that people are really good at heart.” 
For tickets, call 651-291-7005 or visit 
parksquaretheatre.org. 

Diddy Kong Racing, a musical parody 
of the Nintendo video game with 
compositions lovingly ripped from 
the works of Andrew Lloyd Weber, 
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, April 27 and 28, at the 
Cabaret at Camp, 490 N. Robert St. 
Travel back in time to the basement of 
your childhood where Diddy Kong and 
his cohorts competed on the screens of 
those boxy old televisions. Each ticket 
comes with a package of fruit rollups, 
gushers or fruit by the foot. Tickets are 
$25 and $35. Visit brownpapertickets.
com or call 800-838-3006.

A haunting reminder of the strength 
it takes to love out loud, playwright 
Harrison David Rivers’ This Bitter Earth 
will open at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
26, at Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent 
St. Directed by Talvin Wilks, the drama 
tells of the relationship between a 
wealthy white man who is a passionate 
advocate for civil rights and an 
introspective black playwright coming 
to terms with his own activism in a 
society wracked by rising racial tension. 
Following previews at 7:30 p.m. April 
24 and 25, the play will be performed 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Saturdays and at 2 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays through May 20. Tickets 
are $15-$40. Call 651-224-3180.

A double-feature staging of 
Frankenstein and Antigone will be 
presented by the Hamline University 
Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday, April 25-28, in 
Anne Simley Theater at Hamline, 
1536 Hewitt Ave. Frankenstein has 
been adapted by Grace Barnstead with 
a movement-based score. Antigone, 
written by Sophocles and adapted 
by Bertolt Brecht, is directed by Joe 
Hendren. Tickets are $2-$8. Call 651-
523- 2905, email tickets@hamline.edu 
or visit hamline.edu/cla/theatre-arts.

The Opera Theatre of the University 
of Minnesota will perform Jacques 
Offenbach’s Orpheus in the Underworld 
on April 26-29 at Ted Mann Concert 

Hall, 2128 4th St. S. in Minneapolis. 
The operetta, a parody of the Orpheus 
legend from Greek mythology, pokes 
fun at 19th-century French politics and 
is sung in French. Show times are 7:30 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 
1:30 p.m. Sunday.  Tickets are $20 in 
advance, $25 the week of performance, 
$5 for students. Call 612-624-2345.

The Metromaniacs, David Ives’ re
telling of the French farce of 1738, La 
Metromanie, will open on April 27 at 
Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. In the aristocratic 
Paris of that day, poets were rock stars 
and young people were crazy about 
poetry. Through plot twists, mistaken 
identities and other complications—all 
played out in rhymed verse—a happy 
ending is achieved. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 
p.m. Sundays through May 20. Tickets 
are $22 with discounts for seniors and 
students. Call 612-333-3010 or visit 
theatreintheround.org.

Under This Roof, playwright and 
veteran actress Barbara Kingsley’s 
new drama about family, disability 
and race, will be performed from May 
4-20 by the Full Circle Theater. Set in 
the late 1940s in a segregated black 
neighborhood of Cleveland, it tells of a 
middle-aged couple who face surprises 
and new challenges after hiring a down-
on-her-luck woman to help with the 
housework. James A. Williams directs 
a cast the includes Yolande Bruce, 
Brian A. Grandison, Laura Esping, 
and Nathan R. Stenberg.  Show times 
are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Saturdays, 7 p.m. Sundays and 1 p.m. 
May 19 and 20 at the Guthrie Theater, 
818 S. Second St., Minneapolis. For 
tickets, call 612-377-2224.

Family
Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charlton 
St. and 365 W. Marie Ave. in West St. 
Paul, will offer Girl Scout Farm Fun 
Day from 10 a.m.-noon Saturday, 
April 28 (the cost is $7 per Scout); 
and Meet the Milk Makers, a close-up 
look at barn animals and a taste of the 
butter they help produce, intended for 
children ages 3-8 accompanied by a 
parent, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
10 ($7 per child). Call 651-455-4531.

Revisit the year 1868 and learn why 
it was so memorable for Minnesotans 
and the Ramsey family of St. Paul in an 
hour-long family program beginning 
at noon, 12:30 and 1 p.m. on Saturday, 

May 5, at the Alexander Ramsey 
House, 265 S. Exchange St. Children 
and parents can use a timeline map to 
explore the historic mansion, collect 
tokens and sample a popular food of 
150 years ago. The cost is $10, $9 for 
seniors and college students, $7 for 
children ages 5-17. Call 651-296-8760 
or visit mnhs.org/calendar.

Et cetera
Unleash your inner sculptor and create 
your own work of art in a free Make It 
and Take It sculpture workshop from 
10 a.m.-noon on Saturday, April 28, at  
Landmark Center. Local artists Cecilia 
Schiller and Judd Nelson will lead the 
session. A tour of Landmark Center’s 
permanent art collection will follow. 

Explore the cultures of people the 
world over through colorful exhibits, 
vibrant music and dance and culinary 
treats at the Festival of Nations on 
May 4-6 at St. Paul’s RiverCentre. The 
historical and contemporary traditions 
of nearly 100 ethnic groups will be 
represented. The festival will run from 
4:30-10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Saturday, and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $13.50 for adults and $8 
for students at the door, $11 and $8 in 
advance, free for children age 5 and 
under with adult. Visit festivalofnations.
com or call 651-647-0191 ext. 300. 
The history and future of transit will 
be on display on Train Day from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, May 5, at St. Paul’s 
historic Union Depot, 214 E. Fourth 
St. See historic rail cars, a vintage 
Greyhound double-decker bus and a 
new A Line rapid-transit bus. Test ride 
the latest designs in bicycles. Learn 
about freight railroads in the region 
and what to look for when purchasing 
a new or used bicycle. Watch the model 
trains of the Granite City O-Gaugers 
chug. Refreshments will be available 
from Crave Catering. For more 
information, to register for a free tour 
of Metro Transit’s light-rail operations 
and maintenance facility in Lowertown, 
or to download free Metro Transit ride 
passes for that day, visit uniondepot.
org/traindays.
The Katwalk, a fashion show featuring 
the eco-friendly designs of eight senior 
and 10 junior students at St. Catherine 
University, will be presented at 4 and 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5, in Frey 
Theater on campus. Fans of fashion 
are invited to meet the designers at a 
postshow soiree in the ballroom of the 
university’s Coeur de Catherine.

From China with love.  The Princess’ Nightingale, a new adapta­
tion of the Hans Christian Andersen story about the lure of glitter and fantasy 
and the virtue of compassion, will open on May 2 at SteppingStone Theatre, 
55 N. Victoria St. Set in 18th-century China, the collaboration with Theater 
Mu will be presented Tuesdays through Sundays, mornings, afternoons and 
evenings, through May 19. Visit muperformingarts.org or call 651-789-1012.

258 West 7th street, saint Paul
(651) 292-9916 tomreids.com

HOCKEY CITY

P U B

NOW OPEN! Our new 
private room addition…
An entire new bar, set of bathrooms, and large patio equipped 

with heated floors and fireplace is ready!
Call Sara 952-412-1118 to book your next private party.

MAY 5TH AT 4PM v  PRE PARTY!

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SPECIALS

Offered Tuesday,
May 1st through
Sunday, May 6th

          YOU
CHOOSE  $35

CHOOSE  TWO  DRINKS

CHOOSE  ONE  APPETIZER

CHOOSE  TWO  ENTRÉES  

Corona Bottle, Pacifico Tap,
Paloma, or Margarita

Guacamole & Chips or
Shrimp Ceviche & Chips

Enchilada, Tamales,
or Pork Tacos

KENTUCKY DERBY SPECIALS
Featuring $8 Makers Mark Mint Julips starting at 4pm. 
Enter to win our Kentucky Derby best dressed contest.  
Contest Winner announced at 5:30pm. Must be present to 
win. Prize $75 Gift Card to Tom Reid’s.  First 50 Mint Julips 
receive a complementary Makers Mark official julip cup!
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Whalen decision 
an interesting pick
The hiring of Lou Holtz as the University of Minnesota 

new football coach three decades ago may have been 
the last time people applauded a coach’s hiring to this 

extent. Oh, there were a lot of smiles when Bob Motzko was 
announced as the new men’s hockey coach for the Gophers 
last month. However, that response paled in comparison to 
the reception when Lindsay Whalen was recently introduced 
as the new boss of the U’s women’s basketball team. 

Whalen, who will be 36 years old next month, has been the 
face of Minnesota female basketball for nearly two decades. 
First she led the Gophers to heights never reached before—or 
since. Then she came back to help lead the Minnesota Lynx 
to several WNBA championships, including last September’s 
dramatic run.

Even though she’s still going to play for the Lynx, Whalen 
has taken on the task of running a team in one of the most 
competitive college basketball conferences. She’ll have the 
total support of the local sports community, and that’s a good 
head start. However, it’s only the beginning.

Ted Riverso is a fellow who knows better than most what 
challenges lie ahead for Whalen. Riverso just finished his 
second season as the head women’s hoops coach at Augsburg 
College. Prior to that, he spent eight years on the bench as 
an assistant to coach Pam Borton at the U of M. Whalen had 
already graduated, but the Gophers were still solid during 
that era, winning 141 games and going to the postseason five 
times. 

Two decades before that, Riverso started the groundswell 
that eventually became the powerhouse women’s basketball 
program at the University of St. Thomas. The Tommies won 
the NCAA Division III championship in 1991 and went to 
the Final Four on two other occasions. There was a brief lull 
after Riverso moved on from coaching there, but St. Thomas 
righted itself under current coach Ruth Sinn and now 
regularly runs roughshod over its MIAC opponents.

Thus, Riverso was well-qualified to offer his observations 
on what Whalen may and may not be able to do with the 
Gopher women’s basketball program. 

Before the first practice is held in mid-October, there are a 
lot of potential roadblocks for Whalen that could make this 
one of the most interesting sports stories for the next couple 
of years.

Nobody doubts Whalen’s basketball expertise. Her college 
and pro coaches often likened her to being an additional 
coach on the court. But knowing the game is one thing. 
Getting others to execute it at a high level is something else.

Whalen has never coached at any level. “The first thing 
you do is get a good assistant,” Riverso advised. “You want 
somebody who knows what Division I basketball is all about.” 

Kelly Roysland, who was a teammate of Whalen’s with the 
Gophers, is expected to be hired as her first assistant coach. 
After a couple of years at North Dakota State, Roysland 
returned to Minnesota as an assistant under Borton and has 
been the head women’s coach at Macalester College for the 
past four seasons.

Assistant coaches can handle scouting to find the best 
prospects, but it will require Whalen to seal the deal. “If you 
do things the right way at Minnesota, you’ll get in the door,” 
Riverso said. “Then you have to get the player and her family 
to be comfortable with you.”

But that’s just the first step. Riverso said the process has 
changed quite a bit from how the initial meeting used to be. 
“It’s more transactional now,” he said. “People expect to get 
something back for their investment.” 

If they don’t, players move on. Roughly 1,000 male 
Division I basketball players will either transfer schools or 
declare themselves for the NBA draft before graduation 
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By Bill Wagner 

For Kate Townley, the old saying that 
“the job isn’t finished until the pa-
perwork is done” couldn’t be more 

to the point. That’s because if she doesn’t 
do the paperwork, it could mean the loss 
of millions of dollars to her employer.

Local high school sports fans may re-
member Townley as an all-state point 
guard who led Cretin-Derham Hall to 
its first-ever state girls’ championship in 
1999. These days, she is the senior man-
ager of baseball administration for the 
Minnesota Twins, one of the few women 
to hold a job in the operations depart-
ment of any professional sports team.

But if you’ve never heard or read about 
Townley on talk radio or in a sports col-
umn, you may be forgiven. Not many 
people have. But that’s a good thing be-
cause usually the only time you hear or 
read about people in a position like hers 
is when they screw up.

Everybody knows about it after the 
Twins sign a player to a new contract 
or redo an existing one. The player, the 
general manager,  the player’s agent and 
legal counsel are the main characters, 
but Townley brings it all together to 
make sure the end product is done cor-
rectly.

“My job is to examine the contract 
language,” said Townley, a St. Paul resi-
dent. “My job is to make sure that it’s 
done right.”

After playing Division I basketball and 
graduating with a human development 
degree from Binghamton University in 
New Jersey, Townley joined the Twins 
as an intern 13 years ago. She was senior 
manager for minor league administra-
tion until recently getting promoted to 
her current position. She was busy train-
ing in her successor, Brian Maloney, 
while in Florida with the Twins during 
spring training.

Townley, who reports to Twins chief 
baseball officer Derek Falvey, said her 
stint as a minor league administrator for 
the Twins was a great proving ground. 
While in that position, she was respon-
sible for all facets of operations for all 
teams in the Twins minor league system, 
including payroll, contract preparation, 
travel management, budgeting, immi-
gration processes, purchasing and depo-
sitions. When a player got placed on a 
disabled list or moved from one team to 
another, Townley handled all the neces-
sary paperwork.

Now she deals with major league per-
sonnel who are currently on the Twins’ 
active roster or have the potential to be. 
“I deal with about 60 guys on the major 
league level,” she said.

Much of what Townley does sounds 
like the work of an attorney, but she can 
do her job quite well without a law de-
gree. “I’m not smart enough to be an at-
torney,” she quipped. “I have no desire to 
go to law school.”

What she does is crucial for a team. 
If all the i’s aren’t dotted and all the t’s 
aren’t crossed, a player’s contract can be 
voided and the last thing a major league 
team needs is to lose a player because of 

a paperwork snafu.
As her boss, she said Falvey is top-

notch. He and general manager Thad 
Levine came on board following the 
2014 season. They succeeded former 
GM Terry Ryan, who lost his job after 
the Twins suffered four last-place fin-
ishes in a row in their division. 

“Usually, there are going to be chang-
es after a team hasn’t been doing well 
on the field,” Townley said, “but when 
Derek and Thad came in, they made it 
a priority to spend a lot of time talking 

to the people who were working here. 
They had some ideas of their own, of 
course, but they also genuinely wanted 
to hear what other people here thought.”

To be sure, Falvey and Levine did 
make changes. According to Townley, 
there were 39 new people hired in the 
Twins operations department within six 
months after the two grabbed the reins.

Townley had worked many years with 
Ryan and she said she misses his class 
and gentle presence. According to her, 
Ryan, now a scout for the Philadelphia 
Phillies, had a different managerial style 
than the new regime. “Terry was more 
old school,” she said.

Townley said being a woman in a 
male-dominated profession can some-
times be a little intimidating. Part of her 
new job has been to attend MLB’s winter 
meetings, where fewer than 10 women 
are surrounded by around 150 men. 
But she credits the league with trying 
to make more opportunities available to 
women. 

“It’s good that MLB recognized the 
need,” Townley said, “but I don’t think 

Playing in the big leagues
CDH grad Townley relishes role as MN Twins exec

Kate Townley is shown with former Twins general manager Terry Ryan during 
spring training in 2016. Photo by Brace Hemmelgarn
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Townley said being 
a woman in a male-
dominated profession 

can sometimes be a little 
intimidating. Part of 
her new job has been 

to attend MLB’s winter 
meetings, where fewer 

than 10 women are 
surrounded by around 

150 men.
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By Bill Wagner

The Nova Classical Academy baseball 
team, which also draws players from 
Great River School and Twin Cit-

ies Academy, has only 12 varsity players this 
spring. That might appear to be a problem, 
but to head coach Scott Lindholm it’s no big 
deal. 

“We have depth that we’ve never had be-
fore,” he said. That’s because Lindholm has 
some ready reinforcements on the junior var-
sity who can be called up when and if needed. 
The varsity and JV have a total of 25 players. 

“There are four or five guys who’ll start the 
season on JV, but we’ve got such a rich pool (of 
players),” he said. “We have a good, sustain-
able program.”

The Knights compiled a 14-6 overall record 
last year and went undefeated in the Twin 
Cities Athletic Conference. This year might 
prove to be more of a challenge, with the 
loss of some key players to graduation and to 
transfers. Still, Lindholm said he is comfort-
able with things as they are and is waiting for 
the fields to dry up so his current crew can get 
some games under their belt. 

“We have some pitching depth, and we play 
aggressively,” he said. “We’ll be a competitive 
team every game.”

Lindholm, who teaches at Twin Cities 
Academy, said his squad has leaders who 
reach out to the players attending different 
schools. “I love how the schools come togeth-
er,” he said. 

Still, Lindholm admitted that this year’s 
squad lacks some prep baseball experience. 
And like so many other teams this spring, the 
Knights have been frustrated by the weather 
that has kept them from playing any games 
through mid-April. 

But he believes that his team, which fea-
tures three sets of brothers, can make some 
noise this season, and that those who haven’t 
logged many varsity games will learn their 
craft quickly.

Junior pitcher/second baseman Bill Scheil, 
who has been a starter since 7th grade, is 
one of the Knights’ top assets. He’s the team’s 
“most feared pitcher,” Lindholm said, and has 

been an all-conference performer three years 
in a row. Scheil throws hard, has a good curve, 
“and he’s still learning how to pitch,” Lind-
holm said.

His brother Dave is a left-hander freshman 
pitcher who plays left field when he’s not on 
the mound.

Versatile junior John Hingsberger started 
in right field as a freshman, played center last 
year and has broadened his resume this year 
to include third base and catcher. “He’s looked 
great in practice,” Lindholm said.

His brother Sam is a freshman shortstop 
and a real play-maker.

Sophomore Kevin Tuma is the regular at 
second base, but he can also play other infield 
positions and pitch. His brother Ian is a senior 
and good 10th man who can play the outfield 
and pitch in relief.

Senior first baseman Theo Debes is a four-
year starter whose big bat should make him 

a fearsome weapon in the meat of the order. 
Sophomore center fielder Sam Sheridan 

can cover a lot of ground quickly. He might 
not have the strongest arm, but he compen-
sates with good baseball smarts. His speed 
also makes him an ideal leadoff hitter. 

Senior right fielder Noah Olson also swings 
an aggressive bat and can hit anywhere from 
the fourth through the sixth spots in the or-
der.

Senior catcher/pitcher John Arco, who is 
coming off consecutive all-conference sea-
sons, is a rock behind the plate and also plays 
third base. Lindholm called him “probably 
our best defensive player.” When he’s pitch-
ing, the durable Arco consumes innings and 

“throws strikes about 85 percent of the time.”
Lindholm said his team’s top strengths are 

pitching, hitting and baserunning. He’s a little 
less certain about the team’s defense. How that 
facet of the game develops “will dictate how 
far we go this year,” he said. 

Lindholm admitted that the cold and 
snowy spring has disappointed his players, 
but he saluted them for maintaining a good 
attitude despite of it. 

“The kids have been so engaged,” he said. “I 
love the fact that they enjoy practice. Yester-
day, we actually went outside.”

Just a few days after that though, Mother 
Nature dumped around a foot and a half of 
snow on the field.

Highland Gymnastics will hold 
a fundraiser from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 5, at Highland Park 
High School, 1015 S. Snelling Ave., 
to benefit the Sawyer Woods Schol-
arship Foundation. The second an-
nual event is being held in memory 
of Woods, a gymnastics club mem-
ber who had just started her fresh-
man year at Central High School in 
the fall of 2016 when she suffered a 
brain aneurysm and died. The fun-
draiser will feature local vendors 
and crafters, a silent auction and a raffle. Proceeds will help 
pay the cost for gymnasts who cannot afford the program. 
For more information, email Lindsey Machtemes at lindsey 
mac02@gmail.com.

The Officer Scott Patrick Memorial 5K Run/Walk to benefit 
Special Olympics Minnesota will take place at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
June 2, at the Village of Mendota Heights. Awards will be given 
to the top three male and female finishers in the following age 
categories: 19 and younger, 20-49 (open division), and 50 and 
older (master division). The awards ceremony and prize draw-
ings will take place after the race. The cost is $25. Register at 
mendotaheights.revtrak.net.

The St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce will hold its 31st 
annual Golf Classic on Monday, June 11, at the North Oaks 

Golf Club. Lunch will be served at 11 a.m., followed by a shot-
gun start at noon and reception with silent auction and awards 
banquet at 6 p.m. Early bird pricing is $200 by May 28 and 
includes greens fees, cart, lunch, dinner, beverages, special 
events and tournament giveaways. For more information, visit 
saintpaulchamber.com or call 651-223-5000.

Song Thao has been named the new executive director of St. 
Paul Urban Tennis, a 26-year-old nonprofit organization that 
teaches tennis and life skills to children ages 5-16 on high 
school and recreation center courts each summer. Thao was 
previously with InnerCity Tennis in Minneapolis and most 
recently served as a training manager for the Hmong Ameri-
can Partnership. He played tennis for Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege and has a master’s degree from Minneapolis College of 
Art and Design. He succeeds Becky Cantellano, who after six 
years with St. Paul Urban Tennis has been named executive di-
rector of the U.S. Tennis Association’s Northern Division. For 
information, visit stpaulurbantennis.org or call 651-222-2879.

Girls on the Run Twin Cities is hosting its third annual Lim-
itless Potential Luncheon from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, May 
8, at the Aria Event Center in downtown Minneapolis. The 
keynote speaker will be Jen Welter, the first woman to coach in 
the National Football League and author of the recent release 
Play Big: Lessons on Being Limitless. Olympic runner Carrie 
Tollefson of Macalester-Groveland will emcee the event and 
Caring Bridge CEO Liwanag Ojala will give opening remarks. 
Funds raised at the luncheon will provide financial aid to girls 

interested in joining Girls on the Run. For tickets, visit www.
gotrtwincities.org/limitless-potential-luncheon.

The Women’s Tuesday Morning Golf League will tee it up for 
a new season beginning Tuesday, May 8, at the Highland Park 
9-Hole Golf Course. The season will run for 19 weeks and fea-
ture weekly events and monthly luncheons. New members are 
welcome. Call Louise O’Hara at 612-518-6492.

The Highland National Women’s Golf Club is accepting new 
members for both 18-hole and 9-hole league options. Flex-
ible league play is offered, with preferred tee times reserved 
on Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday mornings. Call the club-
house at 651-695-3719 or Renae Wantock at 612-385-3185.

Atticus Kelly, a Lexington-Hamline resident and senior goalie 
for the St. Thomas Academy hockey team, has been picked 
up by the Des Moines Buccaneers, a Tier I junior team in the 
U.S. Hockey League. He is an undrafted emergency player for 
the rest of this season, eligible to play if there is an injury. To 
remain with Des Moines, he would have to be taken by them 
in the 2018 draft.

Nelson Carlson has been named head coach of the St. Thom-
as Academy downhill ski program after previously serving as  
lead assistant coach. Carlson is an eight-time Junior Olympic 
qualifier and three-time U.S. National participant. He is a 2003 
graduate of STA, where he won three state individual titles and 
was a member of two state high school championship teams. 
He was inducted into the STA Athletic Hall of Fame in 2015.

Sports Shorts

Senior catcher John Arco eyes the ball inside a batting cage in the gym at Nova Classical 
Academy while waiting for field conditions to improve. Photos by Brad Stauffer

Junior third baseman John Hingsberger 
tosses the ball during indoor practice.

Up to the challenge
Despite low numbers, motivation 
remains high for Nova baseballers

Sawyer Woods



WEDNESDAY, april 25, 2018 	 VILLAGER	 page 27

in any given year. “The women won’t be far behind in that 
process,” Riverso said.

Whalen will also have to pass the NCAA rules test. 
She’ll have to learn about compliance, how to schedule 
nonconference games and how to handle traveling issues. 
There’s also the task of dealing with donors to the program. 

“There’s so much that people don’t see that she’ll need to 
learn quickly,” Riverso said. “She’ll get a lot of help, but she’ll 
have to learn how to delegate to her assistants.”

All of this will occur while Whalen is still playing for the 
Lynx. Olympic gold medalist Dawn Staley did it, taking 
Temple to the NCAA tournament while still playing in the 
WNBA, but it’s a difficult task.

The Gophers were 24-9 last year and 11-5 in the Big Ten. 
Those are credible numbers, but you can fall off the radar 
quickly. Three of those players have finished their college 
careers, including star guard Carlie Wagner, who scored 
2,215 points during her time at the U—the third most in the 
university’s history. The cupboard isn’t bare, but there are 
holes that need to be filled.

All that adds up to a hectic time for Whalen. Riverso, for 
one, thinks all will end well. “She’s gotten better at everything 
she’s ever done,” he said.

Wild’s best laid plans fall apart
If it was easy, everybody would have a shot at winning the 

Stanley Cup. As this was being written, the Minnesota Wild’s 
chances, once considered good, were slim. The Wild trailed a 
tough Winnipeg team 3-1 going into Game 5 on April 20 in 
Canada. 

Theories differ as to why this was so. There was the usual 
moaning about injuries to key players, referees missing 
penalties at key moments, and some bad breaks when pucks 
bounced off goalposts with the opposing goalie out of the 
play.

The bottom line, however, is simple: Games are won by the 

team that plays the toughest when things go wrong. 
Winnipeg provided a perfect example of that on April 

17 in its 2-0 win in Game 4 at Xcel Energy Center. The Jets 
had looked solid in winning the first two games at home. 
When they tried to fly to the Twin Cities for Game 3, they 
were stymied by the Saturday blizzard. The team got as far 
as Duluth and eventually had to go back. They flew in the 
morning of Game 3, something that rarely happens. The Jets 
grabbed a 1-0 lead, but the Wild fought back, took control of 
the game and rolled to a 6-2 win. There was no grumbling 
from Winnipeg about the difficulty getting to town. The Jets 
accepted their fate and vowed to do better the next game.

That’s what championship teams do. Injuries happen. 
It’s unfortunate when it happens to your best forward and 
best defenseman, but both Zach Parise and Ryan Suter are 
at the age (33) when players start to get injured more often. 
Referees have been missing calls since the first hockey game 
was played. Teams forget about the shots that go in the net off 
opponents or the goalposts. Luck is just part of the game.

In the end, you either find a way to win or you find a new 
job. The offseason may not be very pleasant for this franchise. 
That’s the risk you take when you build up expectations. But 
it beats the alternative by a long shot.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

By Bill Wagner

Central High School senior 
Ellie Gubbrud is looking for-
ward to showing again why 

she is considered to be one of the 
best local prep softball players. Last 
year, she pitched 90 innings, includ-
ing 11 complete games, and struck 
out 71 batters. She also batted .422, 
with 27 hits and 16 runs batted in. 

Those impressive numbers were 
even more reason why she was wait-
ing anxiously to take the field this 
spring. “(The weather) is frustrat-
ing,” said Gubbrud, who had yet to 
take the mound for the Minutemen 
last week due to unseasonably late 
snowfalls. “But what can you do?”

Central softball coach Fiona 
Lodge thinks Gubbrud is one of 
the best pitchers in the state. “She 
has speed and her ball moves, but 
she mixes up the locations as well,” 
Lodge said. “She keeps the ball out 
of the middle of the plate.”

Lodge also likes Gubbrud’s of-
fense and will likely have her batting 
third in the lineup this year. “She’s a 
versatile player. She can hit a triple 
or beat out a bunt,” Lodge said.

Gubbrud has received all-confer-
ence or honorable mention honors 

every year since she became a starter 
for Central as a freshman. Still, she 
said she is more interested in team 
accolades than individual ones. 

“Wherever you go in Minnesota, 
there are teams that are going to 
have pretty good pitchers,” she said. 
“I like to do what’s best for the team.

“I really like both pitching and 
hitting,” she said. “I can’t really say 
what’s my favorite. I guess it’s what-
ever I’m doing better on a particular 
day.”

Gubbrud is carrying on a fam-
ily tradition in excellence at Cen-
tral, both on and off the field. Her 
brothers Sam and John were out-
standing athletes there, graduating 
in 2016. Her father Dave played on 

very good football and basketball 
teams for the Minutemen in the 
mid-1980s. He went on to play at 
Augustana University and is now 
a prominent St. Paul emergency 
room physician. Her mother Jodi 
also played sports at Augustana, 
worked as a physical therapist and is 
now a YWCA instructor.

Her brothers were triplets. The 
third brother, Joe, died two years 
ago following a stroke, but Gubbrud 
said he is never far away for her. 

“I think about him all the time,” 
she said. “He was always a really 
positive and happy guy. His mem-
ory gives me the confidence that I 
can make the best of everything that 
I get into.”

Gubbrud also is an all-conference 
basketball player for Central and 
is heavily into weightlifting. “I lift 
weights a lot during the summer,” 
she said, “but there isn’t as much 
time during the school year.”

Gubbrud, who is an honor stu-
dent and full international bacca-
laureate diploma candidate, is still 
considering where she wants to go 
to college. She hopes to major in bi-
ology and is leaning toward the ca-
reer path followed by her father and 
now her brothers—medicine. 

it’s that progressive of a move. I believe 
there are a lot of qualified women.”

One early clue that Townley would 
thrive in an environment that is domi-
nated by males is the fact that she had 
played Little League baseball in High-
land with and against boys. “Being 
around guys has helped me,” she said. 
“It taught me about the competitive as-
pect of (life in general).”

Asked if she could foresee a major 
league team hiring a female general 
manager, Townley said: “I’m 100 per-
cent sure that it’ll happen in my life-
time.”

However, she doesn’t believe she is 
a candidate for such a post. “I actually 
don’t want to be a GM,” she said. “I get 
fulfillment from helping the ship run—
not driving it. I’ve been at this game for 
13 years, and I don’t mind not being in 
the limelight. You can lead without be-
ing at the top.”

25b twins’ townley

Kate Townley stands next to catcher Ben Rortvedt while he signs a contract following the 
2016 draft, where he was chosen by the Twins in the second round. Photo by Brace Hemmelgarn

Whether hurling or hitting, Gubbrud 
is imposing force for Central softball

Central senior pitcher Ellie Gubbrud, like many spring sports players, 
was busy training indoors last week. Photo by Brad Stauffer

25b wright call Even though she’s still going to play for 
the Lynx, Whalen has taken on the 
task of running a team in one of the 
most competitive college basketball 

conferences. She’ll have the total 
support of the local sports community, 
and that’s a good head start. However, 

it’s only the beginning.

 “She has speed and 
her ball moves, but 

she mixes up the 
locations as well,” 
Lodge said. “She 
keeps the ball out 

of the middle of the 
plate.”

Townley joins CDH Hall

Kate Townley, class of 2000, is among 
the honorees who have been chosen 
for induction into the inaugural Cre-

tin-Derham Hall Athletic Hall of Fame dur-
ing a ceremony on Thursday, May 17, in the 
Anderson Student Center at the University 
of St. Thomas. 

Other inductees include Bill Walsh (’57), 
the late Erin Sobaski (’81), Chris Weinke 
(’90), the late Jenny Haigh (’91), Matt Birk 
(’94), Joe Mauer (’01), Alyssa Karel Ylinen 
(’07), Honorary Raider Award to Bob “Swee-
ns” Sweeney (’77), the CDH baseball teams 
of 1989 and 1990, and the CDH girls’ basket-
ball team of 1999.

A reception will be at 5:30 p.m, followed by 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $65. The cer-
emony will be hosted by sports anchor Mike 
Max of WCCO-TV. Reservations are due by 
May 10. Visit tinyurl.com/ydb2h7qn or call  
Peggy Gartland Schafer at 651-696-3318.
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Classifieds
home improvement
DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky 
faucets to new additions. I can 
save you money on electrical and 
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. Free 
estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; good 
references. 651-207-2249 c. steve 
paintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. 
All types roofing/gutters. Siding, 
windows/skylights. Honesty and 
integrity for 50 years! Family 
owned, operated. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. #BC005456. 
Scott, 612-701-2209.

C A R P E N T RY / S H E E T R O C K . 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Profess ional .  Reasonable. 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CONCRETE WORK: Lawn steps, 
sidewalks, patios, driveways. Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

home improvement
JON SCHUFMAN PAINTING. 
Quality painting, interior/exte-
rior, textured ceilings and water 
damage repairs. Local references. 
Free estimates. Insured. Jonathan, 
651-481-0402. 651-263-8942.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local references. 
Lic. #RR155317. Insured. Member 
BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Wallpaper removal. Small 
painting jobs wanted. 612- 
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Doors, Windows, 
Basements. Additions, Decks, 
Fences, Porches. Reasonable 
rates. Personal, professional, pro-
ficient. Free estimates. “Building 
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free 
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

plant sales

MOTHER'S DAY GIFTS
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 
13th. It’s time for our readers 
to start planning a special day 
and shopping for gifts: salon, 
spa and massage gift certifi-
cates, flowers, restaurants ... 
and so much more! The 
Villager offers a special 
Mother’s Day category in our 
Classifieds. Place your ad and 
our readers will begin their 
shopping for Mom! Call 651-
699-1462 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

SPECIAL EVENTS
SAWYER WOODS SCHOLARSHIP 
Foundation event sponsored by 
Highland Park Gymnastics Club. 
Saturday, May 5, 8am-1pm. 
Highland Park Senior High 
School, 1015 Snelling Ave S. 
Multiple local crafters and ven-
dors. Silent Auction and Raffle. 
Help support gymnasts who may 
not be able to afford their favor-
ite sport.

GARAGE SALE
ST. MARK’S HUGE Rummage 
Sale! Furniture, books, bikes, 
housewares, plants, clothing, 
(mens-womens-childrens-in-
fants), shoes and more! 1983 
Dayton. April 27-29. Friday-
Saturday: 9am-4pm. Sunday: 
9am-12pm.

for sale
*HANDMADE SIGNS*

Wooden signs handmade to 
order for gifts, business, sales, 
weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, chalkboard, 
etc. Also custom designed, small 
run, t-shirts, hoodies, tanks for 
any occasion you are promot-
ing. For more details, text 612- 
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

BLACK, KING size headboard, 
$85. 2 twin mattress sets with 
wheel frames, $50. 4-piece bed-
room set, excellent condition, 
$200. 2 complete twin bedding 
sets, $100. 6 drawer office desk, 
$25. Cash only. 651-454-7848.

for sale
SIMMONS: QUEEN pillow-top 
mattress and box spring. Excellent 
condition. $200. Carl, 651- 
690-3533.

real estate
FIRST TIME on the market in 50+ 
years. Classic 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
Colonial with 2 car garage. 
Located 16XX Pinehurst Avenue. 
FSBO asking $395k, call 651- 
699-1585.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

TOP CASH PAID! Older furniture 
and miscellaneous items wanted. 
651-227-2469. 

wanted to buy
OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 
612-729-3110. 

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques, 
Furniture, Old Signs, Costume 
Jewelry, Gold, Silver. Housecalls. 
651-387-8780.

home improvement
WAGNER & LANG CONSTRUC-
TION. OVER 25 YEARS OF 
QUALITY REMODELING. SPECIA-
LIZING IN NEW KITCHENS AND 
BATHROOMS. WE KNOW OLD 
HOMES. MN Lic. #20074260. 
Dennis or Steve, 651-224-3565. 
waglang@hotmail.com

LARRY’S PAINTING. Over 35 
years. Family owned! Interior/
Exterior. 651-222-4227.

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email wantads@myvillager.com 
Categories & more information available at 

www.myvillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 

5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 

All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
Next Issue: May 9                                            Deadline: May 2

May 9 Deadline May 2
May 23 Deadline May 16

651-699-1462 • WantAds@MyVillager.com

Are you planning a Plant Sale this 
spring? Advertise in the Villager’s 

special Classified category.

VEGETABLES, 
FLOWERS, HERBS 

AND PLANTS!

MAY 9 Deadline May 2
MAY 23 Deadline May 16

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

Spring has sprung and people need 
their yards cleaned up! Don’t be left 

behind, get your ad in today!

Spring has sprung and people need 
their yards cleaned up! Don’t be left 

behind, get your ad in today!

Spring has sprung and people need 
their yards cleaned up! Don’t be left 

behind, get your ad in today!

Yard CleanupsYard CleanupsYard Cleanups
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home service

*JR’S CARPET*
Replace and Restretching. 612-
378-7749.

SPRING CLEANING or moving? 
Miscellaneous Debris Hauling, 
Recycling, Disposal… Let us 
help. Fresh Start Services, 651- 
307-3337.

HARRIS WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING. Gutters cleaned. 1 
story $115, 2 story $155. Free 
window cleaning estimates. Call 
today, 612-432-1473.

HOME INSPECTIONS
ARCHITECTURAL INSPECTIONS, 
LLC. Home Inspections by certi-
fied professional inspectors. 55 
years combined experience. 651-
432-4800.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651- 
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE, toxic 
free, Feng Shui, organizing, 20 
years’ experience. 651-225-1960; 
www.mbscleaning.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience, ref-
erences. Anna, 612-328-2774.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow
Our readers look to the 
Villager to find Landscaping 
and Lawn Care professionals. 
Few things add more curb ap-
peal than a thick, healthy 
lawn showcasing your beau-
tifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in 
the Lawn and Landscape 
Classified Ads in upcoming 
Villagers. Call 651-699-1462 or 
send an email to WantAds@
MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30 years. Local/family owned. 
Commercial/Residential. The 
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phm@frontiernet.net www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.
com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. 
Design. Tree, shrub and plant 
knowledge, installation, grading, 
sodding, beds and gardens. Paver 
patios/walks/drives. Versa-Lok 
retaining walls. 651-227-2584; 
www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, 
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you 
install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787; www.landscapes 
byscott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow 
Removal. Hedge trimming. 
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. 
In sured .  F ree  e s t imates . 
Removals, pruning, stumps. 
Brian, 612-735-9110. 

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mow-
ing. Lawn Care. Landscaping. 
20+ years in St. Paul. Call 651- 
695-1230.

home improvement
CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

*NEIGHBORHOOD CONCRETE*
Sidewalks, Driveways, Patios, 
Repair. Jeff, 612-930-7071.

BASEMENT WINDOWS. Energy 
Efficient. Replacement Windows 
& Glass Block. Free estimates. 
L i cense  #BC646746 .  651- 
208-8210. basementwindowguy.
com

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and 
column bases replicated plus 
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or 
TheTurningPointWoodworks.
com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
aprons, walks, patios and walls. 
Mark, 763-607-3941.

home service
Our Home Services category 
offers handyman, moving, 
window cleaning, gutter serv-
ice, clean out services, haul-
ing, etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the Villager! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, 
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced. 
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. Since 
2004. Licensed & Insured. “A”  
rating at BBB & Angie’s List. John, 
651-387-2955. LIGHTHOUSE 
MOVING.COM

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construc-
tion, LLC. #BC635082 licensed, 
insured. Total remodeling. Stop 
leaks. JEFF, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured 
for your peace of mind. Call us 
today. Free estimates. Call 651-
287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry. 

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All 
general repairs, large and small 
projects; low rates; quality work. 
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

EXPERT HANDYMAN. Can do just 
about anything! Call Rick, 651-
795-1672.

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence, call Ed, 763-786-4691.

*SPRING GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! 
Protect your roof and have your 
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 
651-690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or repairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

Continued page 30

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

 “Stop the Spring Pest Invasion”
Locally Owned for 32 Years

952-432-2221
BugTech.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE   FREE ESTIMATES

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
20 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
   Free Estimates

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

CONCRETE WORKS

651-690-4243
HageConcrete.com

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.
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HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

CC LAWN & SNOW, LLC. For All 
Four Seasons. Family owned and 
operated. Full service residential 
and commercial lawn care. Spring 
cleanups. Mowing, dethatching, 
aeration, edging, tree/bush trim-
ming, fertilizing, weed control, 
30 years’ experience. Licensed/
Insured. Free estimates. Please 
call Chris, 651-230-9614. cclawn 
andsnow@gmail.com

MOWING. Per time, every other 
week, monthly. Customer sup-
plies mower. Jim, 612-202-5514. 

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $100/month. 651- 
276-4396. SorensenLawnCare.
com

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS graduate, 
reliable lawn mowing, trimming 
and blowing. Call Andrew, 651-
645-3940.

KERN LAWN Service/Landscaping. 
Since 1984. 651-207-5396. john@
kernlawnservice.com

FREDDIE’S LAWN. Commercial. 
Residential. Weekly/bi-weekly.
Mowing, fertilizing, dethatching. 
Low rates. Senior discounts. 651-
442-0993. freddieslawnandsnow.
com

L A N D S C A P E  R E N E W A L 
Specialists. Lawn, Landscape, 
Plants, Shrubs and Trees. Don’t 
redo, renew... save thousands. 
Fresh Start Services,  651- 
307-3337.

G A R D E N  R O T O T I L L I N G . 
Experienced, reliable, reason-
able. Community garden specials. 
Terry, 651-647-6078.

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*
Spring specials: cleanups and 
lawn service. Call Jim, 612- 
245-6932.

C O L L E G E  L AW N  S e r v i c e . 
Dependable and local lawn care. 
Weekly rates starting @ $20. Call 
Ron, 612-968-2639.

YARD CLEANUPS, shrub and 
brush removal. No job too small. 
Tom, 612-419-3247.

office/PROOFREADING
W R I T E  AWAY  C R E AT I V E . 
Transcr ipt ion/Typing/Copy 
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs, resumes. 651-690-4779.

personal service
STRESSING ABOUT a speech, 
wedding toast, commencement 
address …? Fret no more! Contact 
speech coach Donna; donna-
speak@aol.com

computer/internet  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On 
site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full serv-
ice Mac & PC. Computer Fixx, 
Highland. 651-207-8276. 474 
Hamline.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN, 
development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, 
invitations, brochures, etc. Fast, 
reasonable and local. 25+ years’ 
experience. Text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

home/health provider

IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

sewing/tailoring

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117. 
highlandtailors.com

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

music instruction

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. 
Suzuki/Traditional. Classical/
Popular. All Ages. Gene Swanson, 
651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy 
home. Also jazz/blues. Trish,  
651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? 
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger, 
651-230-0193.

Continued

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting, LLC
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988

Free Estimates • References
651-482-0070
AustadConstruction.com

#BC320318

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Lic. #20155317

PATES Finest in Residential Roofing
651 690-3956

     Serving the Community and
       Metro area over 25 Years
      Licensed    Bonded    Insured

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Lic. #RR155317

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
I N

G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting
612.850.0325
greg@chileen.com

ChileenPainting.com

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration • Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349                                                  

Don Rhoades Electric                                                  
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

39 years exp. -  free estimates
 612-386-7366 lic# EA000530

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

Over 35 years experience

 651-341-8728 Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Chad Arneson Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Hortilawn.com
Organic Fertilizer & Weed Control

612-724-7277

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Like us on 

at TheVillagerMN
& join the conversation.

Hortilawn.com
Weekly MoWing

612-724-7277
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HELP WANTED
Do you need SUMMER HELP? 
Advertise your HELP WANTED 
positions in our economically 
priced Classified Ads and our 
104,000 readers will have all 
your job details! Call 651-699-
1462 or send an email to 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

PART-TIME/job share, 20 + hours 
weekly, flexible. Small office, 
Highland area. Variety of du-
ties. Computer skills, accounting 
and Quickbooks knowledge a 
must. Worldwide order process-
ing and customer service. Salary 
DOQ. Email resume to: AMJ@ 
lidcoproducts.com

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. Equal housing 
opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BR apartment 
homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental 
information on several commu-
nities professionally managed 
by Mid Continent Management 
Corp. 

UNIQUE BUILDING. Grand Ave. 
One bedroom, one person, no 
smoking or pets. Lease and de-
posit. $900. Wood floors. 651-
464-5526.

HIGHLAND PARK room for rent. 
$500. Call 701-260-9969; 651- 
425-8910.

for rent residential
GRAND AVENUE. 1860. Charming 
2 bedroom, 2 bath. $1795 plus 
heat/electric; No smoking/pets. 
651-699-8900.

DUPLEX FOR RENT. Large, 
1-Bedroom Victorian near Irvine 
Park. Private entrance, patio, 
fenced-in yard. Pet considered. 
Hardwood floors, high ceilings. 
Great neighborhood close to 
downtown. Free laundry, heat, 
wifi. $975. Available 5/15. Open 
House 4/28. Call 651-292-9343.

for rent commercial
OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with 
private entrance. Approximately 
1000 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue. 
651-917-9296.

961 GRAND AVENUE, 2nd floor 
office. Professional Office Suites, 
300-600 sq. ft. Affordable Rates.
Call 612-810-2281.

AUTHOR QUERY
LOOKING FOR anecdotes as to 
how people have learned things 
the hard way, e.g. snafus with el-
dercare; stumbling blocks in get-
ting a degree; victim of crime and 
no guidance, etc. Legal and med-
ical issues welcome. Respond to: 
managed.difficulties@gmail.com

vacation/cabin/travel
WOO HOO, IT’S ALMOST 
SUMMER VACATION! NOW is 
the time to place your 
Classified rentals for Cabins, 
Condos, Airbnbs, Time-shares, 
Bed & Breakfasts and Resorts! 
Our next issue is MAY 9. 
Deadline MAY 2. Call 651- 
699-1462 or send an email to 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

LAWN
CARE

•Complete Lawn Maintenance 
•Clean-ups •Landscape

•Weed Control
“We do it all”

Call Andrew
 651-587-0141
TrierweilerLS.com

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

      Jake’s
          Complete

MOWING
& CLEANUPS

 Lawn Service

 (612) 210-3769

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
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Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787
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  I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this (one word per blank):

 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 Home Improvements
 Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services
 Computer/Internet
 Insurance

 Professional Services
 Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �

 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
 Roommates
 Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

WANT AD WORKSHEET
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

Check Classification Here

$15.60

$20.40

$25.20

00.00

$12.00 minimum

$16.80

$21.60

$26.40

00.00

$13.20

$18.00

$22.80

$27.60

00.00

$14.40

$19.20

$24.00

$28.80

00.00

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check 
or credit card. Please email or deliver your ad to: wantads@myvillager.com, 

757 Snelling Avenue South, St. Paul, MN 55116. For more information, call 651-699-1462.

For Rent Commercial

Modern Midway Office Space. 1600 sf. Large open area 
plus up to 5 offices. Very energy efficient. Superior indoor air 
quality. Shared conference room. Easy access to I-94 and light 
Rail. Ample parking. $3300/month includes CAM. TI allowance to 
customize. Available May 1. Agents welcome. 1375 St. Anthony 
Avenue. Contact Gerry Flannery 651-225-1105.

    Satisfied Customers

Call Us
612.709.4980

      Check us out at: smithcole.com
Google.com    BBB.org

Smith Cole Delivers:
	 •	Integrity				•	Punctuality			•	Craftsmanship			•	Responsiveness

and…

MAY 9 Deadline May 2 MAY 23 Deadline May 16 651-699-1462 WantAds@MyVillager.com

GET IT SOLD!



    

cbburnet.com Making Making 

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

Jennifer DeutScH
651-447-9776

GAry fAbel
651-334-3659

Henry eDelStein
651-690-8536

tom eDelStein
651-695-4300

kAren kelJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinney
651-282-9621

mike JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA c. Hill
651-707-6408

kriStA Wolter
612-247-5106

Debbie WHitAker
612-532-1490

lolly mcneely
SAlmen

612-810-4138

PAtrick ruble
651-230-0903

PHiliP m. WAHlberG
651-336-2410

briAn SunDberG
612-309-2702

micHAelA tooHey
651-253-6830

DAniel bucHen
651-431-8833

robbie GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

Sue nicHolS
651-491-0882

tJ Pierret
651-755-6669

mAry mcnAney
knuDSen

651-690-8578

DAViD noyeS, Jr. 
reAl eStAte GrouP

651-233-0748

     

Historic row House!
This beautiful brick end unit, built in 1882, has 
been completely restored. Features include over 
3,000 fsf, 3/BR, 3/BA, 2 fireplaces, arched and 
stained glass wndws, high-end 
appls and great details. Currently a 
duplex, but could be easily convert-
ed to single family. 198 Kent St.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $795,000

room to roam!!!
3020 Pine Ridge Drive: Spacious 3 bed-
room rambler with a large fenced yard and 
triple garage. It features a newer kitchen 
and main floor bath, a main 
floor family room with wood 
burning fireplace and fabu-
lous Eagan location. 

 Jim Burton 
651-690-8556 • $347,500

old world cHarm!!!
1972 Iglehart Ave: Charming two story 
featuring leaded glass, hardwood floors, 
and detailed woodwork. You’ll love the 
front and back porches, 
newer double garage and 
fenced yard.   

 Jim Burton 
651-690-8556 • $350,000

stunning!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq ft 
to be used for your largest entertainment 
need but designed for com-
fortable everyday living as 
well. 5 fireplaces, 9 baths, 
and an 8 car heated garage. 

 Jim Burton 
651-690-8556 • $3,999,000

599 laurel #3
Wonderful 2 bedroom, 1 bath condo in 
the heart of Crocus Hill with hardwood 
floors, beautiful woodwork and a pri-
vate 1 car garage.
Go to www.599laurel3.com 
for details.

KAtie leAry 
651-600-5604

Historic 251 summit!    
Unbelievable opportunity to live in the Summit 
Ave. Historic District! This condo is part of the 
Horace P. Rugg Mansion built in 1887 and 
boasts 4000 sq. ft. with 3 
spacious BR’s on one level 
with 3 baths and a separate 
2 car garage.  A must see!

miKe & tom diStAd 
612-432-4771 • $775,000

1175 colette!    
3BR, 2BA home walking distance to the Village.  
The home features two updated BA’s and a nice 
updated kitchen with granite countertops. The 
LL has been refinished with 
an office, family room and 
guest room. Great opportu-
nity in a great nghbrhd.

miKe & tom diStAd 
612-432-4771 • $279,900

Park towers!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR, 
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe 
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated 
parking. Located in the historic 
Rice Park neighborhood with a 
short walk to the Ordway and 
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $695,000

converted mansion!
Elegant 3-level condo with panoramic 
river bluff views, original parlor, library 
& dining room all meticulously restored.  
Features include 2,517 sqft, 
2 BR, 3 BA, fabulous com-
mon areas and a 2/c garage. 
302 Summit Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $670,000

1941 Ford Pkwy #101    
Wonderful 2 bed 2 bath unit in Parkway 
Commons.  Pet friendly unit on the main 
level.  This is a corner unit with southern 
exposure.  

miKe & tom diStAd 
612-432-4771 • $239,900

15 elizabetH st e  
Don’t miss this beautiful, two-story, 4BR, 2BA home 
in fantastic West Side nghbrhd! The house is full of 
charm & spaces you are sure to fall in love with includ-
ing sunlit filled rooms, main floor BR 
and BA. Easy access to downtown, 
MSP Airport, & shopping! *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelStein crs
651-327-0623 • $175,000

dazzling uPdated beauty!    
Captivating 4BR jewel boasts dynamic design and 
thoughtful detail! Living room with brick fireplace, 
Formal dining, sun-drenched kitchen with new 
stainless steel appliances. Inviting 
porch, walk-out lower level, 2-car! 
1166 Fairmount Ave. Own/Agt. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelStein crs
651-327-0623 • $425,000

mid-century masterPiece!  
Exquisite 5BR, 3BA in a premiere Highland neigh-
borhood. Over 4,300 finished sq. ft, boasting 
gleaming hrdwd, 3-fireplaces, inviting porch, private 
owner’s suite. Walk-out LL with wet 
bar. Lush .44 acre setting! 2060 
Upper St. Dennis Rd. *click on  
www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $875,000

sParkling HigHland Jewel! 
Classic 4BR, 2BA, brimming with distinctive style 
& grace. Living room with stone-faced fireplace, 
dream kitchen with granite. Upper level bedroom 
suite, hrdwd floors, privacy fenced 
back yard paradise with patio. 
1821 Bohland Avenue. *click on  
www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $385,000

new HigHland list!  
Completely renovated cape cod with state of the 
art open kitchen/FR concept with main flr master 
suite addition is a stunner! Still keeping all the 
charm and integrity of the 40’s 
with finished LL and upper expan-
sion. 5BR’s, 4BA’s, 3 FP’s-space 
for everyone…60 wide corner lot!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

stePs to tHe village!  
Completely remodeled with 2-story kitchen 
and master addition has everything new. 
Large open space offers 4BR’s and two full 
BA’s or 3BR’s and an office.  
Barn doors with great mix of 
woods, privacy fenced yard – 
state of the art decor!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

great nortHern’s own James J. Hill!  
This unit complete with 2BRs, 1BA, and 2 
garage spaces offers walls of windows, river 
views, and vaulted ceilings. Secure building 
with all amenities - Walkable 
to all that is Lowertown - 
Absolutely smashing!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

craFtsman 2 story!
1051 St. Clair features 3/BR, 2/BA, 
office, natural wdwrk, hrdwd flrs, built-in’s, 
wood burning stove, front porch, eat-in  
kitchen, spacious rooms, patio,
fenced-in back yard perfect
for summer entertaining. 6blks
to Grand Ave.

VirGiniA SPAniolo 
651-402-7412

SOLD

SOLD
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535 selby ave #4
Gorgeous condo in prime Selby location. 
3 bed rooms. 1.5 bath. 1 car garage.  
Original woodwork and built-ins, hardwood 
floors throughout. Updated 
kitchen and bathrooms.  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264

1752 stanFord avenue
Wonderful classic MacGroveland two 
story with hardwood floors, fireplace, three 
bedrooms up, plus sunroom. Walkable to 
shopping, schools, coffee 
shops, restaurants and more!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264
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