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Ryan Cos. revs up

for redevelopment
of old Ford Plant

BY JANE MCCLURE

familiar name for local readers, Minneapolis-

Ats)ased Ryan Companies has been chosen by

ord Motor Company to lead the redevelop-

ment of its former 122-acre assembly plant in High-
land Park.

The developer of such recent local projects as CHS
Field in Lowertown and the Vintage on Selby, Ryan
will be tasked with implementing the master plan for
the Ford site that was approved last year by the St. Paul
City Council. In the process, the company will also
have to contend with a neighborhood that remains
deeply divided over the high level of housing density
proposed in the master plan.

In a statement, Ryan officials said they will “imme-
diately” begin an extensive period of due diligence to
better understand the complexities of the Ford site and
the long history of the redevelopment planning pro-
cess as it works with the city on more detailed plans
for the site.

“Ryan is thrilled to be working on the redevelop-
ment of the Ford site,” said Mike Ryan, the market
leader of Ryan Companies’ North Region. “This is a
complex site with considerable history, and the oppor-
tunity to help bring it back to life is something were
very excited about?”

The city’s ambitious master plan includes six new
zoning districts with various height limits for multi-
family residential, office, retail and institutional uses.
The master plan lays out an extension of the adjacent
street grid along with new parks and bike and pe-
destrian trails. The plan also proposes a stormwater
drainage feature that mimics a stream flowing through
the property toward Hidden Falls Regional Park on
the Mississippi River.
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Recallmg the fallen. ceorge and
Sandra Sundem find the names of those they
knew at the Wall That Heals, a replica of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial displayed in front of
the state Capitol on June 23. Below, Levi Todd, 3,
takes the stick of a Huey helicopter that was part
of the exhibit. At right, Native American Everett
Goodwin lll pays his respects. pHotos By BRAD STAUFFER

Candidates for Ward 4 seat lay out their priorities
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By KeEviN DriscoLL

oters in St. Paul's Ward 4 will not only be
'\ / narrowing the fields for various federal,
state and local offices in the August 14
primary election. They will be choosing a new
City Council member in a special election to fill
the remaining 16 months in Russ Stark’s unex-
pired term.
Three candidates are in the race for the Ward
4 seat—Shirley Erstad, the executive director of
the Friends of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul
and Ramsey County; Mitra Jalali Nelson, a pol-
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icy aide and outreach director for Fifth District
Congressman Keith Ellison; and David Marti-
nez, a project consultant in the Minnesota De-
partment of Commerce.

Erstad, 51, the mother of three grown chil-
dren, is married and lives in Merriam Park. She
is a member of the Union Park District Council
(UPDC) board of directors and holds a bach-
elor’s degree in political science and economics
from South Dakota State University.

“Having lived and worked in St. Paul for 25
years and raised my family here, I know how de-
cisions made at City Hall affect the daily lives of

water, and color TV's

citizens,” Erstad said. “T've worked closely along-
side city government and know how it works.”

According to Erstad, the most pressing prob-
lem in Ward 4 and the city as a whole is “develop-
ment, both of the economic and truly affordable
housing varieties. If Id been involved in the soc-
cer stadium negotiations, I would've insisted that
as part of the deal the corporate headquarters of
Minnesota United locate in the Midway area to
bring year-round, full-time, good-paying jobs
and anchor other economic development.
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“I am also proposing a shift in the city’s pri-
orities,” Erstad said. “Rather than corporate
giveaways without asking anything in return,
let’s fix our potholes, invest in our parks and
recreation centers and work with partners to
increase workforce training programs. Great
schools, great parks and great neighborhoods
are what attract employers and workers alike.”

According to Erstad, the loss of affordable
housing to redevelopment, including up-
scale apartments and off-campus dorms, “is a
problem for Ward 4 and the city. There’s a lack
of student housing on the University of St.
Thomas campus. When Jay Benanav repre-
sented Ward 4 on the City Council, a plan was
drawn up for a five-year community engage-
ment process to address this. Unfortunately,
pressure continues to be exerted on the sur-
rounding neighborhood for student housing.

“T opposed the student apartment building
at Marshall Avenue and Moore Street because
it went against the spirit of that agreement,’
Erstad said. “The 16 units will rent for more
than $3,000 a month—not what I consider af-
fordable housing. I believe in inclusive, trans-
parent, open, accountable government and
would hold both St. Thomas and the city ac-
countable to their agreements and plans.

“Increased density itself doesn't equal af-
fordable housing,” Erstad said, “and it puts
increased demands on city services by in-
creasing traffic, noise, pollution, public safe-
ty needs, more pressure on green space and
public works infrastructure, and increased
demands for electricity and drinking water.
We need to consider all sides of the density
equation”

Nelson, 32, a resident of South St. Anthony
Park, is married with no children. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in political science from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Nelson is running for City Council, she
said, “because our city needs capable lead-
ers who reflect our growth, our diversity and
our shared commitment to equity. St. Paul is
growing rapidly, and we need to make sure
that every resident can benefit from that
growth.

“In a city thats nearly 50 percent people
of color and over 50 percent renters, and in
a ward with one of the fastest-growing renter
populations in St. Paul, I would bring a per-
spective that is missing on the City Council
as both a woman of color and a renter,” Nel-
son said. “My focus will be on increasing at-
tainable and affordable housing, promoting
transit and sustainability, achieving true com-
munity-first public safety and building our
community wealth.

“There’s an affordable housing crisis in our
city that’s felt most acutely by seniors, people
of color, low-income working families and
college students,” Nelson said. She would ad-

Shirley Erstad

dress that by promoting more housing, either
through the conversion of existing housing
into more units or building new housing.

“I support affordable housing that meets
people where they're at in a range of living sit-
uations and income levels,” Nelson said, “but
I'm generally supportive of more market-rate
apartments and similar projects thoughtfully
designed. We can have thoughtful develop-
ment that helps meet our housing needs and
continues to grow this ecosystem.

“One of the issues I hear about most in
our ward is affordable senior housing, and
the challenges that longtime residents and
homeowners face in finding housing nearby
once they've sold their homes,” Nelson said.
“We also have an opportunity, as seniors age,
to support younger residents and working

David Martinez

Mitra Jalali Nelson

families in having access to affordable home-
ownership. Id be interested in working to
connect renters and homeowners across gen-
erations to help everyone find naturally oc-
curring affordable housing in our ward”

Martinez, 38, a resident of Hamline-Mid-
way, is married with two children. A native
of Puerto Rico, he moved to St. Paul with his
mother and younger siblings when he was 7.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in global stud-
ies at the University of Minnesota and an
MBA at Bethel University.

“I want to ensure that every resident in
Ward 4 and the city has an opportunity to
achieve a quality of life where their basic
needs are met,” Martinez said. “I'm running
to leverage my experience, education and ser-
vice on various city boards and commissions
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to make informed decisions that will benefit
my neighbors”

Martinez said he is the best candidate for
two reasons: “One, my opponents have dem-
onstrated that they’re not capable of fulfilling
one of a City Council member’s primary tasks
to audit each of the city’s accounts and de-
partments. Two, I'm the only candidate who
doesn’t have pet projects that depend on tax
dollars for implementation and maintenance.”

Martinez cited Nelson’s pet projects as sup-
port for a $15 an hour minimum wage, an in-
crease in property taxes to support the public
schools and the implementation of organized
trash collection across the city. He cited Er-
stad’s support for the $15 an hour minimum
wage and increased funding for parks and
recreation centers.

Martinez said the proliferation of “mid
scale and upscale condos and apartments
for wealthy college students is a problem in
Ward 4 and the city. I'll address the issue by
ensuring that the character, history and image
of Ward 4, and the city at-large, are acknowl-
edged whenever a housing or development
decision is presented to the City Council”

Since he moved to Ward 4 in 2005, Martinez
said, a “once vibrant and healthy community
has deteriorated and so has our commercial
corridors, particularly Snelling and Univer-
sity avenues. Poverty rates are up. Crime is up.
K-12 educational outcomes are substandard.
Buildings are shuttered. Businesses are mov-
ing out. And roads, bridges and buildings
are crumbling. Meanwhile, our tax rates are
through the roof.

“My approach to solving Ward 4’s most
pressing issues is to examine the problem, ask
questions, collect input from stakeholders,
and propose solutions that will have the great-
est benefit for the greatest number. Id also ad-
dress the blatant discrimination and injustices
committed by government against the most
vulnerable members of our society—the el-
derly, sick, those with mental health issues,
immigrants and children”

Erstad, Nelson and Martinez will take part
in a Ward 4 candidates forum scheduled for
7 p.m. Wednesday, August 18, in Room 100
of the University of St. Thomas® McNeely
Hall on the southwest corner of Summit and
Cleveland avenues. The forum is cosponsored
by the Macalester-Groveland Community
Council. Free parking will be available in St.
Thomas’ surface lots and the ramp at Grand
and Cretin avenues.

Ranked-choice voting will be used in the
Ward 4 special election. Voters will be asked
to rank the candidates in their order of pref-
erence. If none receives a majority of first-
choice votes, the candidate who receives the
fewest first-choice votes will be dropped from
the race and their votes redistributed to their
supporters’ second choices.

1< FORD SITE REDEVELOPMENT

The master plan calls for a range of build-
ing types increasing in height from west to
east, with the tallest buildings reaching 10
stories. Estimates are that the development
could include as many as 4,000 new housing
units. The plan recommends that 20 percent
of the homes be affordable to people earning
between 50 and 60 percent of the area’s me-
dian income.

The master plan was intended to inform
prospective developers about the city’s expec-
tations for the Ford site. However, develop-
ers have the right to seek amendments to the
master plan from the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission and City Council.

“We know this will not be a small under-
taking” Ryan said. “The city of St. Paul and
numerous stakeholders have invested tre-
mendous energy in rethinking the site over
the past decade, and this gives us a great basis
for our work. We're getting mobilized, but we
know we have a lot of research and prepara-
tion to do before we have a detailed devel-
opment plan to present. What's safe to say is
that the surrounding neighborhoods, insti-

tutions, retail amenities, parks and access to
both downtowns and the airport are excep-
tional, and adding to them is our overarching
priority”

Ford put the former assembly plant prop-
erty on the market last December with the
help of the global real estate firm CBRE. City
officials anticipated nationwide interest in the
site, though it is not clear how many prospec-
tive master developers came forward. The
Dearborn, Michigan-based motor company
did not respond to requests for comment.
However, city officials are pleased with Ford’s
choice of Ryan.

“I think Ryan Companies will be a great
partner;” said City Council member Chris
Tolbert, whose Ward 3 includes the Ford site.
Citing the company’s work on other St. Paul
projects, Tolbert said, “they understand the
need to work closely with the community and
to seek the community’s input”

Tolbert called the selection of the master
developer “another important step in the pro-
cess of successfully and thoughtfully redevel-
oping the Ford site”

“Our vision for the Ford site is a connect-
ed, livable and sustainable development that

serves the needs of our growing 21st-century
global community;” St. Paul Mayor Melvin
Carter said in a statement. “Ryan Companies
will be a great partner in realizing this vision.”

“We're very excited that Ryan Companies
has been chosen as the master developer,”
said Highland Business Association president
Becky Kerkow of Pearle Vision. “Theyre a
very well-respected construction and devel-
opment company. Ryan is also a longtime
member of the Highland Business Associa-
tion. We'll certainly reach out to the developer
to offer our help in any way we can”

Ryan takes over a planning process that
has generated many months of debate over
the density of the redevelopment and the
potential for traffic congestion on the major
thoroughfares surrounding the Ford site. Two
neighborhood groups, Sustain Ward 3 and
Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul, have butted
heads over the master plan.

Sustain Ward 3 praised the level of density
ultimately approved by city officials. Neigh-
bors for a Livable St. Paul argued that the pro-
posed density was too much and it waged an
unsuccessful effort to place a citywide refer-
endum on the master plan on the ballot.

Ford moved its Twin Cities Assembly Plant
to Highland Park in 1925. The plant manufac-
tured a wide range of vehicles over the years,
from Model T cars at the outset in 1926 to
Ranger pickup trucks in the years before the
plant closed in December 2011.

It has not been announced when the actual
land transaction between Ford and Ryan will
take place. A timeline released by the city in-
dicates that development could start as soon
as 2020, be carried out over many years, and
include other development partners.

Ryan Companies, which got its start in Min-
neapolis in the 1930s, has extended its reach
to developments in 38 states. The Ford project
could be its largest to date, but the company
has handled other large projects, including
the five-block Downtown East Minneapolis
project and Marina Heights in Tempe, the
largest office development in Arizona history.

The company is also currently working
with the O’Gara family on a five-story mixed-
use building on the site of O’Garas Bar and
Grill at Selby and Snelling avenues.
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Rezoning recommended for 5-story Selby-Snelling project

By JANE MCCLURE

r I he St. Paul Planning Commission on
June 29 recommended rezoning the
O'Garas Bar and Grill buildings and

parking lot at 164 N. Snelling Ave., as well as

the three houses at 1551-1559 Hague Ave., to

Traditional Neighborhoods 3 (TN3). The re-

zoning will be considered by the City Council

following a public hearing later this summer.

It is intended to pave the way for O'Garas and

Ryan Companies’ plan to redevelop the site as

a five-story, 163-unit apartment building with

a new but much smaller O’'Gara’s and other

commercial space on the first floor.

O'Garas is currently zoned for TN2, and
the houses are zoned for townhouse use. The
TN2 zone allows building heights of up to 35
feet, or more with a conditional use permit.
TN3 zoning allows building heights of up to
55 feet, or more with a conditional use permit.

The Planning Commission on June 29 also
approved a conditional use permit for the
O'Gara’s project to allow a building height of
up to 63 feet. The developers said they do not
anticipate a height of more than 60 feet but
wanted some wiggle room.

Dan O’Gara, whose family has owned and
operated O’Gara’s since 1941, and representa-
tives of Ryan Companies met on June 18 with
the Land Use Committee of the Union Park
District Council (UPDC). The project has the
support of the Selby-Snelling Area Business
Association, the Midway Chamber of Com-
merce, other local businesses, and Ed and
Sara Conley, who own several commercial
properties at the northwest corner of Selby
and Snelling.

Neighborhood reaction to the project has
been mixed, with some residents supporting
it and others saying the proposed building
is more massive than they had envisioned.
There is also some frustration that traffic

An artist’s rendering of the five-story building proposed for the southeast corner of
Selby and Snelling avenues. The structure would replace the buildings and parking lot
of O'Gara’s Bar & Grill as well as three homes on the north side of Hague Avenue.

studies tied to the development are being ad-
dressed separately and were not expected to
be ready for review until July 9.

Some neighbors objected to what they
viewed as late notice on the permit request
for additional height. They also said that the
move from TN2 to TN3 revises a zoning
change made just last year as part of the South
Snelling Avenue rezoning study.

The UPDC Land Use Committee debated
the project at length on June 18 before rec-
ommending the approval of the rezoning on
a split 12-7-1 vote and the approval of the
conditional use permit on a split 12-8 vote.
The developers have agreed to meet with the
committee again in July to discuss concerns
and any possible changes that can be made to
building design.

Dean Nelson, who cochairs the Land Use
Committee, said he was concerned that the
building will be “massive” He asked if the up-

per floors could be set back from the property
line, especially on the sides closest to Hague
Avenue homes. Other committee members
asked if adding a sixth story would make it
possible for the developer to set the upper
floors back further from Hague. However,
Ryan representatives said the structure as
planned could not handle a sixth story.

Pete Clasen, who owns residential prop-
erty on Hague, said he and other neighbors
thought the building would include more set-
backs on the Hague side. Plans show a setback
on the second floor to accomodate a deck for
tenants. Clasen raised concerns about the pri-
vacy of adjacent homes, saying that neighbors
did not realize until recently that there would
be a small swimming pool on the second-sto-
ry deck facing Hague.

In aletter to the UPDC and Planning Com-
mission, Clasen said there was not adequate
time at the June 18 Land Use Committee

meeting to discuss the project and the privacy
concerns. According to him, the full drawings
were not available until that same day.

Concerns about the neighbors’ privacy were
also raised by planning commissioner Kris
Fredson, who asked the developers to con-
sider some kind of screening to block views.
According to Tony Barranco of Ryan Compa-
nies, the developers are not far enough along
to consider the details of deck screening. He
said that some kind of perimeter fencing and
planter beds would be used as screening.

Yet another red flag for neighbors is the re-
laxed requirement for off-street parking un-
der TN3 zoning. Under TN2 zoning, the proj-
ect would have required a minimum of 213
spaces, with 181 for the apartments and 32 for
the commercial spaces. But with TN3 zoning,
those minimum requirements are reduced to
136 parking spaces for the apartments and 32
spaces for the businesses. The current plans
for the project call for 32 spaces for the busi-
nesses, 158 spaces for apartment tenants and
an additional 15 “stacked” spaces for tenants,
bringing the total to 205 spaces.

Some neighbors were disappointed to learn
that the three Hague Avenue homes will be
torn down and not moved, as was requested
at a neighborhood meeting earlier this year.
When Ryan Companies developed the Vin-
tage on Selby immediately north of O'Garas,
three houses were moved. However, difficulty
in finding developable lots means that the
houses cannot be relocated, Ryan representa-
tives said, though materials from the houses
will be salvaged.

The plan is to reuse materials from O'Garass,
including signs, the original bars, tin ceilings
and other building features. The new apart-
ments would be market-rate for the most
part, though three of the units would be of-
fered at “affordable” rates, though the rental
price has not been specified.

Wellington planning mixed-use building at Snelling and Shields

By JANE MCCLURE

175-unit apartment building with
Aﬁrst-ﬂoor retail space is being planned

by Wellington Management for the
southwest corner of Snelling and Shields av-
enues, directly across the street from Allianz
Field, the new Major League Soccer stadium
now under construction. Wellington is hop-
ing to break ground on the $35 million proj-
ect in the spring of 2019, which is when Min-
nesota United is scheduled to begin play at
Allianz Field.

The building, which would be four or five sto-
ries tall, would replace the current Bremer Bank
at 427 N. Snelling Ave. and possibly a small
piece of Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion property south of the bank. The property is
zoned for Traditional Neighborhoods 3, which
allows buildings of up to five stories in height
without a conditional use permit.

Wellington has been discussing the project
for several months with Bremer Bank and the

Edina Realty.

adjacent Central Baptist Church as it contin-
ues to work on designs for the new building.
Bremer would like to rent space on the first
floor of the new development. Another pro-
spective tenant is Walgreens, which vacated
its longtime Midway Center location last year.

David Wellington, director of acquisitions
and development for Wellington Manage-
ment, said “the project could have significant
neighborhood impacts, and we’re cognizant
of those impacts” Wellington is seeking the
neighborhoods help early in the planning to
mitigate those potential impacts, he said.

The new apartments would be market-rate,
according to Wellington. “We’ll be marketing
to a demographic that wants to live close to
transit and really likes to bike,” he said.

Before joining the family firm, Wellington
worked in real estate development in Seattle.
There, he said, he saw what gentrification
can do to a community, citing the “significant
and negative” impacts. He said the company
would like to avoid that.

edinarealty.com
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Wellington appeared before the Union
Park District Councils Land Use Commit-
tee on June 18. Committee members and
other neighborhood residents in attendance
had mixed reactions to the project. Several
people praised the project for its proximity to
the light-rail Green Line and the A Line rapid
transit bus, but others raised concerns about
traffic and spillover parking.

The project would have about 18,000
square feet of retail space on the first floor.
That could house up to four tenants, Wel-
lington said, though if Walgreens signs on,
it would need about 10,000 square feet for its
pharmacy.

Both Bremer and Walgreens have said it is
important they have drive-through service at
the new building, Wellington said, and that
could add a wrinkle to the project. The bank
currently has four drive-through lanes, and
Wellington said the project may not happen
if Walgreens is not a part of it.

Parking is another issue. The building

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321
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Holmes duplex with 2 bed-
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porches, close to U of M,
and restaurants. Great cash
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$419,000

would have about 180 parking stalls, accord-
ing to Wellington. Underground parking is
likely for the apartment tenants, but surface
parking is also being discussed. One idea is
to remove two church-owned houses on Roy
Stree just south of Central Baptist, and to cre-
ate a parking lot or ramp there that could be
shared by the church and the new develop-
ment.

Central Baptist has been on the southeast
corner of Shields and Roy Street for the past
105 years, and has just four off-street parking
spaces. Church members have been able to
use the Bremer Bank lot for Sunday services.

Wellington Management owns and man-
ages more than 100 properties in the Twin
Cities totaling more than 4 million square feet
and $400 million in value. In recent years, the
company has developed about 800 new hous-
ing units.

“When we build a building, we operate it,”
David Wellington said. “We care about what
we build”

Highland Park Office
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Council denies appeal of 6-story building at St. Clair-Snelling

By JANE McCLURE

!’ I the St. Paul City Council voted 5-1 on
June 20 to reject an appeal by Neigh-
bors for Responsible Development

and allow TJL Development to move for-

ward with its plan for a six-story, 118-unit
apartment building on the southeast corner
of Snelling and St. Clair avenues. The appeal
had challenged the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission’s previous approval of a conditional
use permit to allow the building to exceed the

maximum height of 55 feet by as much as 13

feet 4 inches.

“We can all agree that we want something
to happen at this corner;” said City Council
member Chris Tolbert, whose Ward 3 in-
cludes the development site. The property is
currently occupied by a surface parking lot
and two vacant retail buildings.

Last year Tolbert led the charge in reject-
ing a larger six-story building for that same
corner that had been proposed by Florida-
based LeCesse Development. That build-
ing would have extended several parcels to
the south, and according to Tolbert, would
have been too intrusive on the surrounding
neighborhood.

Though TJL Development is planning six
stories on the northern half of the building,
the southern half, which is across the alley
from single-family homes, is five and four
stories tall. TJLs proposal has the upper floors
set back from the property line to reduce the
building’s mass. It will encourage more street-
level activity with 4,100 square feet of retail
space and three apartments on the first floor.

Tolbert praised the development team for
meeting with neighbors and the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council to discuss
the project and try to minimize its impact.

City Council member Jane Prince was the
sole vote against denying the appeal (council
member Dai Thao was absent). Though she
agreed the building’s design was “ambitious
and beautiful,” Prince cited the potential im-
pact of the building on local residents.

According to Prince, the City Councils
adoption of the South Snelling zoning study
last year that placed these and many other
parcels on Snelling in the more dense Tra-
ditional Neighborhoods (TN) zones was an
“implied promise” that development would
take place at the size and scale outlined in the
new zoning. To have the first project under
the new zoning come before the City Council
with a request for additional height is prob-
lematic, she said.

The development site is zoned for TN3 on
the north end, where the building would be 68
feet 4 inches tall. The zoning allows a height of
55 feet without a conditional use permit.

At the south end of the building, a height of
47 feet was being sought, which is from 6 feet
to 4 feet 8 inches higher than its TN2 zoning
allows without a permit.

The 118 apartments in the new building
would be a mix of market-rate efficiency, one-
and two-bedroom units. Residents on the
second through sixth floors would have bal-
conies or decks that fit in with the building’s
stepped-back design. Eighty-seven parking
spaces would be provided underground and
on the first floor.

More than three dozen people attended the
City Councils public hearing on the appeal.
The project also generated dozens of calls and
emails to city officials.

Mike Rowley was among more than half a
dozen neighbors who questioned the rush to
approve a taller building less than a year after
the new zoning classifications were adopted.
“We're setting a precedent for the new zoning
regime,” Rowley said. He and other neighbors
said the development is too large and too
dense for the neighborhood around it.

Neighbors want to see redevelopment at
Snelling and St. Clair, said Michelle Myers
Berg, a member of the Macalester-Groveland
Community Council, “but not at the expense
of their privacy, their peace and their safety”

The neighbors’ appeal noted that the pro-
posed building will be twice as tall as some
adjacent homes. Tenants in the new building
will be able to look into their backyards and
windows, neighbors said.

Neighbor Peg Flanagan agreed with the
need for redevelopment. “It’s been a blighted
corner for some time,” she said. However, Fla-
nagan and other neighbors said they would
like more time to work with the developer to
see if a shorter building could be constructed.
The neighbors also criticized the plan to sepa-
rate parking ramp fees from rental fees, con-
tending that will lead tenants to forgo the cost
and park on neighborhood streets.

Jim LaValle of TJL Development asked the
City Council to deny the appeal. Though he
respects the neighbors’ concerns, LaValle said,
his development will be an asset to the neigh-
borhood. The additional heights are only for

small areas of the building and not the entire
structure, he said. Studies have shown that
the extra height will have minimal impacts,
he said, with shadows falling on neighboring
homes only during the winter months and
without affecting the solar panels on top of
the building at the northeast corner of Snel-
ling and St. Clair. A separate traffic study
showed that there is no need for any changes
at Snelling and St. Clair.

Neighborhood residents who supported
the project praised the design and LaValle’s
work to minimize negative impacts. Jeff
Christenson of Macalester-Groveland said
the new building will fit well in the neighbor-
hood, make it more walkable and be an im-
provement over the parking lot and rundown
commercial buildings it will replace.

“Taller, denser buildings are better for qual-
ity of life,” said Highland Park resident Rick
Varco, who called the appeal “frivolous”

Neighbor Kara Lynum said she would have
liked to see an even taller building on the site.
She said she is worried about the housing
shortage and the low apartment vacancy rate
in St. Paul.

One wrinkle remains before TJL Develop-
ment can break ground on the new building.
A dispute over the parking lot at St. Clair and
Snelling is pending before the Minnesota
Supreme Court. The owner of Cinema Ball-
room, 1560 St. Clair Ave., contends it has
ongoing rights to use the parking lot.

LaValle has said that if his plans are blocked
by the court case, he will fix up the buildings
that housed Sweeney Cleaners and Rosemark
Bakery and not develop anything new.

County Board OKs plan for new Riverview Corridor streetcar line

By JANE MCCLURE

r I the long-awaited and much-debated

Riverview Corridor transit project took

a big step forward on June 19 when
the Ramsey County Board unanimously ap-
proved a modern streetcar line as the pre-
ferred mode of transit for the corridor extend-
ing from downtown St. Paul’s Union Depot to
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport
and the Mall of America.

If all goes as planned, construction of the
streetcar line could start as early as 2028 and
begin operating a few years later. The line has
an estimated cost of between $1.4 billion and
$2 billion. Average daily ridership in 2040 is
projected to be 20,400.

The County Board’s vote capped a 3%-year
preproject development study. Last December
a task force recommended a modern streetcar
line on a route that largely follows West Sev-
enth Street in St. Paul and Highway 5 over
the Mississippi River to Fort Snelling where it

would connect with the light-rail Blue Line to
the airport and megamall.

The city of Bloomington, Metropolitan Air-
ports Commission, St. Paul City Council and
Hennepin County Board had recommended
the transit mode and route as proposed earlier
this year. Ramsey County held its public hear-
ing on the project in February but waited on a
vote until the other local units of government
had voted.

“After years of community conversations,
detailed technical study and careful delib-
eration, we affirm our commitment today
to complete the connection of the regions
top three economic activity centers with rail
transit,” said Ramsey County Commissioner
Rafael Ortega in a statement. “We thank our
many partners, businesses and community
members for contributing to this process and
helping us pass this milestone”

“A robust transit network is essential for
the entire Twin Cities region to remain
competitive with our national peers,” said

Ramsey County Board chair Jim Me-
Donough. “Modern streetcars provide the
right balance of capacity and size, high level
of service, and long-term growth opportu-
nity to best connect travelers, employees and
visitors to businesses, other destinations and
travel connections throughout the Riverview
Corridor”

With local government approvals in place,
Ortega said the next step is to seek state and
federal funding. The hope is that the federal
government will pay about half of the proj-
ects costs through its New Starts Program.
The proposed 11.7-mile line must also be
included in the Metropolitan Council’s 2040
Transportation Policy Plan, a requirement for
Riverview to be eligible for Federal Transit
Administration funding.

The current plan calls for nine transit sta-
tions between downtown and Fort Snelling.
With the preferred transit mode, route and
station locations chosen, Riverview project
staff can begin more detailed environmental

review, design and engineering work. New
Riverview Corridor technical and policy ad-
visory committees will form, and public en-
gagement will continue. A related study of
transit options branching off from the Riv-
erview line to serve Highland Village and
the site of the former Ford Motor Company
assembly plant will also get underway.

Riverview would be the Twin Cities region’s
first modern streetcar line. It would run on
tracks similar to those used for light rail but
would share a traffic lane with cars. It could
also share tracks with the light-rail Green Line
in downtown and with the light-rail Blue Line
south and west of Fort Snelling.

It has been a long road. Prior to the June 19
vote, McDonough noted that an early itera-
tion of the Riverview transit project was on a
County Board agenda right after he was first
elected in 2000. He and other commissioners
are confident the project will move forward
this time.

Discussion continues on rerouting Lexington through Riverside site

BY JANE MCCLURE

everal dozen people attended a public
meeting hosted by the Ramsey County

Public Works Department on June 19 to
discuss plans for rerouting Lexington Park-
way through the former Riverside School
property at 900 Albion Ave. in Highland Park.

County and city officials said the event
at Summit Brewing Company was another
chance to gather comments about the proj-
ect, which would be built in phases. The first
phase would involve rerouting Lexington
through the school property to connect with
West Seventh Street. Work is expected to start
next year. The current Lexington would dead-
end before Montreal Avenue and would pro-
vide space for vehicles to turn around.

The second phase could involve extending
the new Lexington across West Seventh to
a short stub of Elway Street and continuing
south to Montreal Avenue and eventually to

Shepard Road.

The project involves three government en-
tities, since West Seventh and part of Mon-
treal are state highways, Lexington is a county
road and Elway is a city street. The cost of the
project and its funding sources have not been
determined yet.

The opportunity to reroute Lexington arose
more than a year ago when the St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools chose to sell the 5.4-acre Riverside
School property. The J.A. Wedum Foun-
dation plans to develop the site as a senior
housing campus. A conditional use permit
and variance for the first of two buildings
for the site were approved by the city’s Plan-
ning Commission in May. City Council ac-
tion is still needed on rezoning the property
from single-family residential to Traditional
Neighborhoods 3.

The Highland District Council saw the
property’s sale and redevelopment as a way to
improve the dangerous West Seventh-Lexing-

ton-Montreal intersection. Work on rerouting
Lexington will be timed to coincide with the
Wedum development, which is scheduled to
start later this year.

Nick Fischer, who is leading the Lexing-
ton project for the county, said suggestions
from local residents and business owners will
be considered as the roadway design moves
ahead between now and September. Another
meeting will be held this fall, and final design
work will be completed by December.

The project will be put out for bid in early
2019, with a final neighborhood review in
May and construction that summer.

The preliminary design for Lexington calls
for one 11-foot-wide traffic lane in each direc-
tion, 12-foot turn lanes, 5- to 7-foot bike lanes
and sidewalks on both sides.

One red flag for neighbors has been the cur-
rent plan to remove the traffic signal at West
Seventh and Albion, and install a new signal
at the reconfigured Lexington and West Sev-

enth. Several residents said they would have
difficulty getting in and out of their neighbor-
hoods if that occurred.

Another idea would restore part of the
street grid behind the Highland Nursery at
Albion and West Seventh. Albion currently
connects with a short stub of Adrian Street
that serves a small group of homes.

Sue Hustings of Highland Nursery said that
in 1973 the business purchased a 60-foot sec-
tion of Adrian behind the nursery and the city
vacated the street. The new plan for Lexing-
ton would extend Adrian through again to
connect with the stretch of Elway that would
become part of the rerouted Lexington.

Though she said she understands the traffic
issues and the reason for restoring the street,
Hustings said the nursery is now using the va-
cated right-of-way as well as land along Elway
for loading and unloading. “That would really
affect us,” she said.
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After 96 years in business, it's
lights out for Brinkman Service

BY JANE MCCLURE

rinkman Service Company own-
Ber John Brinkman had hoped to

shutter his store at 286 S. Snelling
Ave. by June 30, but a large inventory of
glass and fabric lampshades, finials and
other lamp parts mean his closeout sale
could extend into July. There’s a lot to
clear out of the dusty and cluttered shop,
which has been in the same location
since 1968.

Brinkman is the last stand-alone lamp
repair shop in St. Paul. While some
specialty lighting and hardware stores
repair lamps, Brinkman handled every-
thing from small table lamps to huge or-
nate chandeliers.

Customers were still coming through
the door in late June with broken lamps
in hand, only to be turned away as
Brinkman hurried to finish his remain-
ing projects. The customers said they
will miss his prompt, friendly service
and can-do attitude.

Of his decision to retire, Brinkman
said, “it’s just time” And theres no one
in the family interested in taking over
the business, which was founded in 1922
by his great uncle, Ray Lulling. Lulling’s
Fix-It Shop at 444 Selby Ave. did all
kinds of repairs, from lamps to appli-
ances to silver plating. The shop moved
to the corner of Selby and Avon Street
before settling on Snelling 50 years ago.

Harold Brinkman, John's father, ran
the shop for many years, and his chil-
dren grew up working there. Johns sis-
ter, Marjorie, owned the lamp repair
business until John bought it from her
almost 30 years ago. His brother, Dale,
ran the silver-plating side of the busi-
ness until he retired. The silver-plating
business was then sold to a Brinkman
employee, and that firm still operates
under the Brinkman name on Randolph
Avenue.

As of late June, almost two dozen
floor lamps were waiting to be reclaimed
by their owners in the Snelling shop.
Three huge lightpole fixtures awaited
pickup by the city of South St. Paul. New
lampshades sat in stacks throughout
the store. Beautiful antique glass shades
lined shelves coated in dust. A few or-
nate finials and switch pulls awaited
buyers, as did piles of parts and boxes of
wiring.

Longtime customers included every-
one from interior decorators and an-
tique dealers to local residents who just

John Brinkman (above) has decided to close Brinkman Service, a lamp repair
shop that has been on Snelling for 50 years and in the family for 96 years.

wanted to keep a prized lamp operating.
Brinkman said he has worked on lamps
for the grandchildren of customers he
served years ago.

Jacqueline Fortier, who owns and op-
erates Jacqueline Fortier Interior Design
on Selby Avenue, called Brinkmans re-
tirement a “tragedy” She has worked
with him for almost 15 years, and isn't
sure who or what will replace him and
all of the work he has done for her and
her clients.

Customer James Emerald called
Brinkman “one in a million” Emerald
had an Italian-made swan halogen desk
lamp that kept burning out. Five other
repair shops turned down the job be-
fore Brinkman took the lamp and not
only repaired it, but also explained how
it could be repaired in the future. “I was
elated,” Emerald said.

“We've repaired lamps for just about
everybody, said Brinkman. After Gov-
ernor Jesse Ventura left office in 2003, all
of the lamps in the governor’s mansion
needed attention. “We did the repairs,
replaced the shades and did the silver-
plating,” Brinkman said.

Brinkman Service was also hired to
help with the recent restoration of the
State Capitol. Another memorable job
was the repair of a three-tier, spaghetti-
style chandelier that had fallen 20 feet
onto the marble floor of a country club
in Wayzata. The fixture was more than
6 feet tall and 6 feet wide with many

Brinkman Service owner John Brinkman helped Marge Gritzke pick out a new
lampshade as he prepared to close his business for good. pHotos sy BrAD STAUFFER

ornate strands.

“They brought the chandelier in on
a flatbed,” Brinkman said. Once it was
repaired, a special crate had to be built
to safely transport it back to the country
club.

Brinkman recalled the restoration
of two tall hand-carved wooden lamps
that had graced a Union Pacific railroad
depot in North Dakota. He also restored
two Tiffany lampshades from Marshall
Fields' flagship department store in
Chicago for reuse in Target’s corporate
headquarters in Minneapolis.

“We did the jobs no one else wanted to
do,” Brinkman said. “Wed weld, rewire,
paint, plate and repair” If a part couldn’t
be found, a new one was made, he said.

For one client, Brinkman went so far
as to design and build a rack on which
wine bottles hung. After some thought,
the task was accomplished using aircraft
cables and nickel-plated hangers to grip
the bottles.

Home lighting has greatly changed in
the 96 years the Brinkman family busi-
ness has operated. Many people would
rather buy a new lamp these days than
have an old one repaired or restored.
While Brinkman can be critical of the
quality of many new lamps, he ap-
plauded the changes that have made
light bulbs and lighting more energy-
efficient. “LED lights save money and
energy, he said.

Brinkman worked in the family busi-
ness throughout his years at St. Colum-
ba Grade School, St. Agnes High School,
the University of Minnesota and Brown
College. His goal had been a career in
computer technology, but he wound
up working at the shop and he has no
regrets. “I always say that whatever you
can learn and study, do it Brinkman
said. “If T could give anyone any advice,
it’'s to learn as much as you can”

Brinkman is looking forward to re-
tirement, spending more time with his
daughters and their families and getting
to know his four grandchildren bet-
ter. As for the building in which he has
worked for the past 30 years, it's more
than 100 years old and it too needs to
retire, according to Brinkman.

“It's not in good shape,” he said. “
assume some developer will want the
property. And that’s good. I think this
block is due for change. Its progress.
People should look forward to redevel-
opment and be happy”
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News Briefs

Celebration set for opening of
Rondo Commemorative Plaza

The grand opening of the Rondo Com-
memorative Plaza will be held from 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday, July 14, on Concordia Av-
enue between Victoria and Fisk streets. The
plaza celebrates the history of the predomi-
nantly African-American Rondo neighbor-
hood that was split in half when I-94 was built
in the mid-1960s.

The board of directors of Rondo Avenue
Inc. will host the daylong event and is invit-
ing neighbors, city and state officials and
special guests to visit the plaza, participate in
the opening festivities, reminisce about the
neighborhood’s past and imagine its future.

The festivities will include remarks from
10:30 a.m.-noon by St. Paul Mayor Melvin
Carter, Minnesota Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner Charlie Zelle, educator
and “daughter of Rondo” Dr. Mary K. Mur-
ray Boyd, City Council member Dai Thao
and Marvin Roger Anderson, co-founder of
Rondo Avenue Inc., which spearheads the an-
nual Rondo Days festival and now the plaza.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony will occur at
noon in front of the plaza at Concordia and
Fisk and will be followed by performances
until 5 p.m. by musical groups, spoken word
artists and poets under a tent at Concordia
and Victoria.

People will also have a chance to tour the
plaza, which features a 6-foot-tall wall of pho-
tos and stories shared by residents who expe-
rienced the destruction of the Rondo neigh-
borhood. The plaza also includes rain gardens
and a 30-foot-tall marker that illuminates the
night sky with the word “Rondo”

Concordia will be closed to traffic between
Victoria and Fisk throughout the grand open-
ing festivities.

Centennial Showboat to get
new home at Winona museum

Goodbye to a Mississippi riverfront icon.
The St. Paul City Council on June 27 autho-
rized the city’s Department of Parks and Rec-
reation to transfer ownership of the Minne-
sota Centennial Showboat to the William A.
Thompson Dredge Museum in Winona.

The floating theater was owned and oper-
ated for years by the University of Minnesota
for its summer stock theater program. Since
the 1990s, it had hosted riverfront perfor-
mances and was part of a Chautauqua series
at Raspberry Island.

After the theater program ended, the city
acquired the showboat for $1 from the univer-
sity in the fall of 2016. A managing partner for
the showboat was sought in 2017, but none of
the five applicants met the city’s criteria.

Parks and Recreation then reviewed the
showboat with city inspectors and found that
it would be cost-prohibitive to bring it up to
code for recreational purposes.

Selling the vessel for scrap would have only
brought in about $40,000. Then two nonprofit
groups approached city officials about acquir-
ing it. The Winona museum agreed to raise
funds equivalent to the scrap value. Fundrais-
ing was completed on June 1 and the $40,000
turned over to the city.

The showboat, which will be a theater and
cultural destination to promote Mississippi
River tourism, will be docked at Latch Island
in Winona.

St. Paul imposes license cap
to restrict new tobacco shops

The St. Paul City Council adopted an or-
dinance on June 27 that caps the number of
tobacco licenses in the city at 242. The change
will take effect in 30 days. After that, any shop
wanting a new license to sell tobacco or tobac-
co-related devices would have to wait until an

Visitors can explore photos and stories of the Rondo neighborhood at the commemora-
tive plaza that will celebrate its grand opening on July 14 at 820 Concordia Ave.

existing license holder goes out of business,
leaves the city or otherwise gives up its license.

A youth advocacy group from the Aurora-
St. Anthony Neighborhood Development
Corporation was the only one to speak in fa-
vor of the license cap at a public hearing on
June 20. No one spoke against it. The City
Council did receive a letter from Thomas Bri-
ant, executive director and legal counsel of the
National Association of Tobacco Outlets, who
said the cap is unnecessary since the city’s re-
strictions on menthol, mint and wintergreen
tobacco products that take effect on Novem-
ber 1 will already reduce the number of stores
selling tobacco in St. Paul.

The city has taken several steps in recent
years to try to reduce youth access to tobacco
and restrict the sale of various types of fla-
vored tobacco products to tobacco shops.
That restriction raised concerns about a po-
tential proliferation of tobacco shops, but
council members said the license cap will
prevent that.

Discussion set on space plans
for Snelling, Westgate stations

Changes to the public space plans for the
Snelling and Westgate light-rail stations along
the Green Line will be heard by the St. Paul
Planning Commission at 8:30 a.m. Friday,
July 13, at City Hall.

When the light-rail line was being planned
a decade ago, the commission led studies of
land-use and zoning changes around each sta-
tion. The Snelling and Westgate station plans
were adopted in 2008 to guide public and pri-
vate investment in the areas around them.

City planner Anton Jerve said new devel-
opments are prompting the changes to the
station area plans. That includes the Allianz
Field soccer stadium going up near the Snel-
ling station and redevelopment of the former
Weyerhaeuser lumberyard into senior and
workforce housing near Westgate. The sta-
dium plans call for two public green spaces
between it and University Avenue, as well as
other trail and plaza space as part of a rede-
veloped Midway Center. The Weyerhaeuser
project also involves new trail and park space.

Jerve said that both plans are similar in that
they call for breaking up large blocks of green
space into smaller, more pedestrian-friendly
areas. Both also have park spaces as amenities
for new development.

The Planning Commission reviewed the
proposed changes in June and released them
for public comment. After the public hear-
ing, comments will be reviewed for possible
amendments that would be brought back for

commission and City Council adoption later
this year.

Permit, variance approved for
Morning Star Church project

A planned Selby Avenue senior housing
complex and church can be up to 45 feet high,
the St. Paul Planning Commission decided
on June 29. The commission also approved a
variance so the Morning Star Baptist Church
redevelopment project can use the Selby-
Iglehart alley as maneuvering space for a
30-vehicle parking lot.

Morning Star and PDMC Development
are working together to redevelop the nearly
1-acre church property at 739 Selby Ave. Plans
call for demolishing the current cinderblock
church and constructing a four-story, 95-unit
senior housing complex and a 6,600-square-
foot church in its place. In February, the St.
Paul City Council approved a zoning change
to allow the project to proceed.

However, during city staff site plan review
in May it was found that the building needs
a conditional use permit (CUP) to allow for
the additional height and a variance to use the
alley for the parking lot. City planner Tony
Johnson recommended approval of the two
requests, indicating that neither will have a
negative impact on the public.

The CUP is only needed for a small part of
the building as it is being designed with its top
stepped back to allow additional height. The
church steeple does not require any special
approvals.

The development team hopes to start con-
struction soon and have the building open for
residents next year. The approximately $26
million project is being built in cooperation
with Mesaba Capital Partners and Premier
Development Management.

Council honors Wietzkes for
36 years of service to St. Paul

The St. Paul City Council passed a resolu-
tion on June 27 honoring West End pastor the
Reverend Walter Wietzke and his wife Raija
for their 36 years of service to the city.

Wietzke has been the pastor at St. Mark
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 550 W. Seventh
St., since 1982. The council resolution stated
that he has provided “religious, spiritual and
moral guidance to thousands...as a pastor,
mentor, wrestling coach, religious scholar,
community organizer, tireless volunteer
and...a friend to all”

The resolution also honored his wife for de-
voting herself faithfully to the life of St. Mark

“with strength and humor, in true partnership
with Pastor Walt”

Wietzke preached his last sermon at St.
Mark on July 1. He also has served on the
West Seventh/Fort Road Federation board for
many years.

After nine years and a ton of
pizzas, DiNoko’s says goodbye

DiNoko’s Pizzeria closed its doors on June
24, vacating the building at East 45th Street
and 42nd Avenue South in Minneapolis.

The shop, which specialized in Chicago-
style deep dish pizza, ended a two-year run
at that site under owner/operator Bill Moore,
who said his passion for the business was
gone. Moore started DiNokos after purchas-
ing Joe's Pizza at 5501 34th Ave. S. in 2009.
He moved the shop a couple of times before
finally settling on the 42nd Avenue location.

To many, the closing was not a surprise, giv-
en DiNoko's limited hours. Prior to its closing,
the restaurant had been open for only a total
of 14 hours from Fridays through Sundays.

Moore said that he had mixed feelings
about closing his shop. “Of course, I'm going
to miss it,” he said, “but I'm not as hungry to
do it as T used to be”

He has two other businesses that he said
were doing well, though he declined to elab-
orate. His wife Theresa, who also worked at
DiNokos, did not mask her emotions on the
couple’s last evening of business.

“T'm very sad,” she said. “We’'ve met a lot
of great people, but we've been doing this for
nine years and it’s time”

According to the shops website, the only
thing fancy about the place was the Fancy
Brand mozzarella it used from Burnett Dairy
in Wisconsin.

DiNokos space was formerly occupied by
Parkway Pizza, which is now located a couple
blocks to the west on Minnehaha Avenue. It
was not immediately known what would be
moving into DiNoko’s space in the building,
which also includes two second-floor apart-
ments. Building owner Brian Goft did not
respond to attempts to contact him.

Comments sought on study
of future use of Mpls. locks

The US. Army Corps of Engineers St.
Paul District is seeking public comments on
a study to determine the future of the Mis-
sissippi River’s locks at Upper and Lower St.
Anthony Falls and at Lock and Dam No. 1 by
the Ford Bridge.

The corps is evaluating whether those sites
should continue to operate as is or if they
should be de-authorized by Congress and
disposed of. As part of the study, the St. Paul
District will identify entities that may be in-
terested in owning the properties. It costs
taxpayers about $1.5 million per year for the
corps to maintain and operate the three locks.

The study will include public meetings
from 6-8 p.m. on Monday, July 16, at the Mill
City Museum, 704 S. Second St., Minneapo-
lis and on Tuesday, July 17, at Highland Park
High School, 1015 S. Snelling Ave.

Comments concerning the study should
be submitted to District Engineer, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District, ATTN:
Regional Planning and Environment Divi-
sion North, 180 E. Fifth St, St. Paul, MN
55101-1638.

The scoping period for the study ends on
August 20. A draft report will be available
for public review next spring. For informa-
tion, contact Nan Bischoff at 651-290-5426
or Nanette.m.bischoff@usace.armymil or
visit ~ www.mvp.usace.army.mil/MplsLocks
Disposition.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure,
John Wadell and Bill Wagner.
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Blending into the neighborhood

Award honors new construction with historic appeal

BY ROGER BARR

e Macalester-Groveland Com-

I munity Council is now taking

nominations for Blend Awards, a
new program that recognizes new con-
struction and major remodeling proj-
ects in St. Paul that honor the character
of their respective neighborhoods.

This is the first year that the Blend
Awards will be given in St. Paul. The
program is cosponsored by the Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council
(MGCC) in partnership with the Min-
neapolis-based Blend organization. It is
intended to create an incentive for prop-
erty owners, architects and contractors
to build and remodel homes and com-
mercial buildings that blend into their
neighborhoods.

“We've been trying for several years
to address what people don't want to see
in the neighborhood,” said Liz Boyer,
MGCC’s executive director. “Blend
Awards encourage diverse and innova-
tive designs that are also compatible
with the surrounding neighborhood.
We see this as a way to address the issue
from a positive angle rather than solely a
restrictive one.”

“Were very excited to expand the
awards to St. Paul and to work with Mac-
Groveland to do so,” said Brad Schulz,
community outreach coordinator for
Blend, which has operated the awards
program in Minneapolis for several
years. “It’s a great way to expand blend-
ing to an area that has great architecture,
great builders and excellent architects”

Partnering with Blend allowed MGCC
to move forward without “reinventing
the wheel,” according to Michele Myers
Berg, who sits on an MGCC Housing
and Land Use subcommittee that tracks
construction projects that may or may
not blend in and offers resources for
homeowners considering renovations.

To choose the winners of Blend
Awards, MGCC has appointed a panel
of judges that includes architects John
Albers, Isabel Chavier and Frank Louis
and landscape architects Meg Arnosti
and Carol Zoff. A separate panel will
judge the nominees in Minneapolis.

Blend Awards were started in 2007 as
a project of the Fulton Neighborhood
Association in the southwest corner of
Minneapolis. Fulton has struggled for
years with existing homes being torn
down and replaced with “McMan-
sions’—much larger houses that dwarf
neighboring homes and are deemed out
of character with the rest of the neigh-
borhood. Blend has since been spun off
as its own organization.

Blend Awards are given for both resi-
dential and commercial buildings in the
areas of new construction, remodeling
or additions, outbuildings, landscap-
ing, building exteriors, and sustainable
building and eco-friendly design. The
awards do not come with any money. Its
value is just the pride in “knowing that
youre being a good neighbor, Schulz
said.

Pride is what Bob Schmitt felt when
he received a Blend Award in 2017 for
the remodeling of his home in Minne-
apolis’ Longfellow neighborhood. The
house was a 750-square-foot cottage
that Schmitt had lived in for 17 years.
The remodeling expanded it to 2,400
square feet by adding an art studio and
transforming a half basement with an
octopus furnace into a finished full

basement. One foot was added to the
width of the house. The length, which
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Among recent Blend Award winners in Minneapolis are the Minnehaha Park-
way cottage at top, which grew from 750 to 2,400 square feet without losing
its original appeal, and the newly constructed Irving Avenue home above.

had included a screened porch in back,
remained unchanged.

The Blend Award was a source of
pride for Schmitts builder, D.T. Carl-
son Company of Hugo, too. “It’s a great
award,” said Dan Carlson. “I think it
urges designers and home builders to
take the challenge of utilizing square feet
and to focus on design. Blend Awards
are good for neighborhoods. Wed love
to be involved again”

Blend distributes free guidelines on
residential construction and renovation
to any interested parties, Schulz said.
That neither Schmitt nor Carlson was
initially aware of the awards program
represents both a challenge and an op-
portunity for Blend to educate home-
owners, architects and contractors.

“We have anecdotal information that
customers are coming to architects and
builders now and asking for something
not like the McMansions they’re seeing,’
Schulz said. “They know what they don’t
like and are looking for something else”

Schulz noted that there has been
an increase in nominations since the
awards program was started five years
ago—“from a handful to 25 to 30 annu-
ally” he said. “The quality of the entries
has also increased”

Blend Awards represent the carrot
approach to preventing new construc-
tion and major remodeling projects that
erode the historic character of a neigh-
borhood. Myers Berg compared these
projects to the remodeling of Central
High School in the 1980s. “Central High
was transformed from a stately Clarence
Johnston-designed school into what
looks like a correctional facility;” she said
of her alma mater.

Myers Berg lives near a new home that
she said is clearly out of character with
the rest of the neighborhood. According

to her, the issue is invariably a matter of
scale. “Often the developers are hyper-
focused on size, and often their homes
are not at a human scale where you feel
balanced,” she said.

If Blend Awards represent the carrot
approach, the laws passed by local gov-
ernments are the sticks. In 2015, the St.
Paul City Council passed an ordinance
that regulates the height, setback and de-
sign of new and remodeled homes in the
Macalester-Groveland and Highland
Park neighborhoods.

That same year, a group of Macalester-
Groveland residents waged a successful
battle to stop a homeowner from tear-
ing down a century-old house in good
condition and replacing it with a larger
structure they deemed out of character
with the surrounding Tangletown area.
That battle led to an effort to designate
Tangletown as a historical conservation
district that would further articulate
what could and could not be done in
residential construction in the neigh-
borhood.

Last July the St. Paul City Council ap-
proved a resolution directing the city’s
Department of Planning and Economic
Development (PED) to study the con-
servation district issue and report back
with any recommendations. According
to PED marketing and public relations
manager Hanna Burchill, the depart-
ment is awaiting the results of a his-
torical survey by Macalester Groveland
residents. Though the survey has been
completed, it is still under review by the
Minnesota Historical Society’s State His-
toric Preservation Office.

Nominations for Blend Awards are
being accepted until July 31. For more
information or to nominate a project,
visit macgrove.org or blendaward.org.
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Viewpoint

Public was largely shut
out of new trash policy

By Tom GOLDSTEIN

occurs in St. Paul? Wed like to believe it comes

about only when a clear public mandate has been
established for the change; when an objective, thorough
analysis of relevant data demonstrates the new policy will
provide an overall benefit; and that no vote will be taken by
the City Council without robust engagement with citizens,
particularly those who may be harmed by the change.

Those who follow politics in St. Paul know that the actual
process is often quite different. Take last year’s City Council
decision to implement organized trash collection. There
was no scientific polling data gathered to gauge community
preference, no effort to pilot the idea in one neighborhood
before extending it citywide, and no attempt to address the
negative impact mandated garbage service poses for those
who now share a trash container, live on a fixed income or
recycle the great majority of their waste.

Instead, the city forged ahead with a plan largely crafted
by the Macalester-Groveland Community Council, which
developed its recommendations based on the feedback
of fewer than 2,000 people, many of whom live in the
Macalester-Groveland neighborhood.

Thats not to diminish the work of those on the district
council who pushed the idea. However, as noted in the
district council’s 2015 report, “Taking Out the Trash,” survey
respondents were not “demographically representative” of
the city and measuring “a preference for or against having
an open system was not easy to assess.” Unfortunately, those
limitations did not keep the same authors from declaring
“that a majority of citizens are open to the idea of organized
trash collection,” a sentiment that quickly became a citywide
objective when the report was shared with city officials.

The St. Paul Department of Public Works will undoubtedly
claim that the Macalester-Groveland report merely
“informed” its thinking, and that it was the city’s outreach
efforts—and a second survey—that provided the basis for
recommending a coordinated trash collection system. Yet
the city’s survey was equally unscientific, with the 1,896
responses received on the Open Saint Paul website only
evaluated for gender and geographic location. Even then, a
mere 405 comments were tracked according to residency—
with nearly half of the respondents from the more affluent
Wards 3 and 4, which include Macalester-Groveland.

Although the community council organized five
presentations and the Public Works Department held five
Q&Ass, two panel discussions, a focus group and several other
events, the number of online and written survey responses
barely totaled 2,000, with no way of assessing whether the
respondents were from the same households or if they even
lived in St. Paul. There are approximately 112,500 households
in St. Paul, so at best the responses represented fewer than 2
percent of those affected by the new policy, with no controls
to demonstrate that the survey was statistically significant.

Do any of these shortcomings matter? After all, isn't
reducing air and noise pollution and wear and tear on city
streets a good thing? Sure, so long as the projected benefits
are cost-effective and supported by relevant data. That’s
where this whole plan falls short, because city officials did
not attempt to gather objective data or conduct a cost-benefit
analysis—things that should be standard practice for a policy
change of this magnitude. Instead, the purpose of public
engagement appeared to be nothing more than persuading
residents to support a predetermined outcome that, as
demonstrated by several articles in past issues of the Villager,
will lead to many unintended and costly consequences.

What could the city have done differently? For starters,
the City Council could have taken no action on citywide
trash collection and instead directed Macalester-Groveland
to pilot a one-year trial program in that neighborhood. If the
pilot program was a success, offer the same program in other
neighborhoods that believe too many garbage trucks in the
alley is a major concern.

The City Council could have chosen to regulate the days
on which trash hauling takes place throughout the city, the
same way it coordinates recycling. For example, designate

l l ave you ever wondered how significant policy change
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A higher minimum wage for all

It is time for management to stop blaming labor for
management’s inability to run a business. It is also time for
business owners to stop expecting the taxpayer and the
customer to pick up the tab when they fail to pay a living
wage to employees.

In “Beware of false profits of the minimum wage” (Villager
Viewpoint, June 20), Ed Christie says he is no longer in the
business of restaurant management because of “the financial
pressure stemming from the continual increase in the
minimum wage, especially for tipped employees” He writes
about tipped employees being “the highest paid per hour (tips
included) in the restaurant business.” If his real beef is with
tipped employees, then do away with tipping and pay them
a living wage. But he would likely come out against this idea
because restaurant owners have long depended on customers
paying tips to make up what the employer is not paying to
their employees.

Mr. Christie cites “eliminating jobs” as one way the
restaurant industry might respond to the higher minimum
wage. They raised the minimum wage in Seattle to $15 per
hour with many people predicting that restaurants would
go out of business or layoff workers, but just the opposite
happened. Business increased.

Mr. Christie implies that people with disabilities would lose
their jobs with an increase in the minimum wage. In some
jurisdictions, the wages of disabled people are subsidized
by government programs, so business owners would not be
paying the $15 per hour out of their pocket. Also, disabled
people are often paid less than the minimum wage because
they cannot perform as independently.

If restaurant owners had increased wages commensurate
with menu prices over the years, there would not be the
sticker shock over this wage increase. The government would
not have to mandate the increase if the owners had done the
right thing in the first place.

According to the National Restaurant Industry’s own
numbers, gross sales in the industry increased by $212 billion
between 2010 and 2017. Where did that increase go? How
much money does a restaurant really make? In the meantime,
employees of restaurants are working full-time jobs, yet many
qualify for government subsidies like food stamps and rent
subsidies. Why should taxpayers have to subsidize restaurant
owners who are not paying their employees a living wage?

If restaurant owners want to trim their costs, why don’t
they serve an appropriate amount of food? We have an
epidemic of obesity in this country, yet the average restaurant
dinner is easily enough to stuff the average person and still

have enough left over for lunch the next day. The restaurant
can benefit by stopping food waste and reducing how much
they pay for food.

Why not pay a wage of $15 per hour with no tipping?
Customers would be a lot happier and possibly more likely to
eat out and even pay more for a meal if they did not have a 15
or 20 percent tip to calculate at the end.

Paul and Nancy Pappas
Highland Park

Harm in hiking minimum wage

Data released in February showed that crime in St. Paul
had risen 10 percent compared with the year before. Last
year, shots fired were up 28 percent from 2016. There were
22 homicides in the city last year, the most in more than a
decade. And yet, St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter has rejected
his police chief’s call for 50 more officers. Mayor Carter
remains focused instead on his efforts to raise the city’s
minimum wage to $15 an hour.

This is despite a report from the Citizens League which
shows that most of St. Paul’s large employers such as Allina
Health, Ecolab, HealthPartners and Securian already pay the
majority of their workers at least $15 per hour. Instead, it is
the city’s nonprofits, franchise and small-business owners,
and small family-run restaurants that will be hit hardest by
the higher minimum wage.

It is despite another Citizens League report which shows
that the minimum wage hike would cost the city $1.94
million in higher wages, or $2.23 million including benefits
such as Social Security and Medicare tied to wages, with the
vast majority of this—$1.8 million—coming from the Parks
and Recreation Department’s budget.

It is despite the balance of academic evidence. In 2008,
economists David Neumark and William L. Wascher
surveyed two decades of research into the effects of
minimum-wage laws. They found that “minimum wages
reduce employment opportunities for less-skilled workers. ..
(that) a higher minimum wage tends to reduce rather than to
increase the earnings of the lowest-skilled individuals. . .(that)
minimum wages do not, on net, reduce poverty...(and that)
minimum wages appear to have adverse longer-run effects on
wages and earnings”’

Further research corroborates this. In a new paper,
Neumark and economist Grace Lordan find that minimum
wage hikes lower the share of automatable employment held
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by low-skilled workers. Elsewhere, Neumark and economist Cortnie
Shupe show that raising minimum wages has reduced teenage
employment and has left those workers less skilled. A new paper
from economists Jeffrey Clemens, Lisa B. Kahn and Jonathan Meer
finds that as minimum wage rates rise, other elements of worker
compensation fall.

Whichever way you look at it, minimum wage hikes are bad public
policy. And in this context, they seem to be a distraction for the
mayor from dealing with the upswing in violent crime that is causing
such concern, especially to residents in areas like Rice Street.

One of the first things we expect from government is to protect
us from violence. A government that cannot or will not fulfil that
basic function is not worth bothering with. Like any politician,
Mayor Carter only has so much political capital. For the good of the
city’s residents, he should spend less of it on harmful policies like
minimum wage hikes and more on making the city safer.

John Phelan
Lowertown

Editor’s note: John Phelan is an economist at the Center of the
American Experiment.

The sun comes up every morning

I remember 1968. I remember President Lyndon Johnson
declining to run for re-election due to the Vietnam War. I remember
active Republicans wearing black armbands when the Reverend
Martin Luther King Jr. was killed. I remember visiting Minnesota
Congressman Odin Langens office in Washington and flying out of
D.C. and seeing fires all over the city and machine guns on the steps
of the Capitol.

I remember Bobby Kennedy being killed, which led to the
nomination of Hubert Humphrey as the Democratic candidate for
president. I remember the somber mood at Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
when field artillery recruits were being shipped to Vietnam.

I remember Richard Nixon attending a rally at Moorhead State
College and calling it Morehouse State College. I remember Vice
President Spiro Agnew calling the media the “nattering nabobs of

negativism.” I remember Jane Fonda going to Hanoi.
But the thing I remember most is that the sun came up every
morning.
Lyle Nelson
West Side

Let’s focus on what unites us

Our focus this election cycle must be on improving the quality
of life in Minnesota. Neighbors can find agreement in this, and our
common interests should be the cornerstone of political discourse.
Policy solutions to our biggest problems exist, yet they will only
be realized when people channel their power away from the
toxic political culture of division-stoking parties, brand-obsessed
candidates and an imprudent media. We must build community
through civil political discussions with our neighbors, demanding
more from the institutions we need to uphold democracy. Trust and
shared nonpartisan goals are the best tools we have to establish a
modern society that can effectively govern and continually improve.

Robert Beets
Macalester-Groveland

Love thy neighbor

I'am an eight-year resident of Highland Park, and I love the small-
town feel that our neighborhood offers. I appreciate the do-good
attitude of residents, the community events and the opportunity to
know my neighbors. That said, I've been disappointed by a number
of letters to the editor written to this newspaper lately that have
passive-aggressively criticized fellow citizens for trying to better the
community and live well together.

One recent letter detailed the writer’s agitation over the expanded
use of crosswalks and signage, suggesting that walkers and bicyclists
simply use common sense rather than expect drivers to pay closer
attention to the road. I couldn’t sleep for a few hours that night as I
replayed this letter and others in my head.

I'm an eternal optimist, and I believe these letters come from a
place of good intention, but they are not productive and only serve
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Mondays as trash day. That in itself might have alleviated a lot of the
complaints about the presence of too many trucks in the alleys. Some
haulers might have decided to abandon St. Paul entirely rather than
be limited to one day per week.

Minneapolis residents may dispose of two large items per week at
no additional charge. In St. Paul, residents will be able to dispose of
only two or three large items per year. There’s no evidence that such
an arrangement will do anything to reduce illegal dumping; it's merely
what was negotiated by the city with a consortium of haulers. What
our city officials could have done is explore with Ramsey County a
cost-sharing arrangement for maintaining drop-off locations for large
items modeled on the year-round yard waste sites.

Last, the city could have provided a monthly tax credit rewarding
those who limit their trash by reducing consumption or increasing
recycling or composting. A tax credit of $20 a month seems
reasonable and would just about cover the cost of every-other-week
pickup of a small trash cart.

The city of St. Paul apparently has no money to fill potholes or

30 OFF

AC Tune-Up

Exp. 7/31/18. Not valid with any other offer.

subsidize affordable housing or upgrade our parks and recreation
centers, but when it comes to spending $4 million to purchase new
trash receptacles, no problem. There’s no budget for a scientific
citywide survey about organized trash collection, yet the city found
the money to send out 100,000 or so four-color mailings last month—
not once, but twice. At least we now know where our $25 per year
administrative fee to run the new trash program is going.

And finally, why was the city able to negotiate combined trash
service for large apartment buildings, but doing so for two-,
three- and four-unit buildings—or willing neighbors—was “too
cumbersome” to manage? Just whose interests were being served?

People may think last November’s mayoral election represented
anew day in St. Paul, but seeing how the city negotiated its contract
with the consortium of waste haulers and rolled out the new
organized trash collection program suggests nothing has changed
when it comes to a public process for citizen input.

Tom Goldstein, a lawyer and former St. Paul School Board member,
lives in St. Paul’s Hamline-Midway neighborhood. He was a candidate
for mayor in 2017.
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to widen the divide between different types of people. If you
are unhappy with something, perhaps come to a district
council meeting or other community event to speak with
your fellow neighbors face to face. Often, when we talk to
one another, we realize our goals are similar—a strong, safe
community—and there are opportunities to find common-
ground solutions.

Christina Connelly

Highland Park

Local businesses give back

I want to thank all of the Highland Park and St. Paul area
businesses that made it possible for Highland Park Senior
High School parents to host a wonderful all-night party for
our graduates on June 7. We are so overwhelmed by the
level of support from area businesses and even some from
the surrounding communities. Whether it was hosting a
fundraising night, donating money or a gift card or giving us
a deal on items, your generosity does not go unnoticed. I will
continue to shop local and encourage others to do so as well.
Our St. Paul area businesses give so much to our school. We
are eternally grateful.

Vineeta Sawkar Branby, Chairperson
Highland Park Senior High All-Night Party

Unhappy with direction of city

I called the Republican Party today and said we are
desperate for a candidate for St. Paul City Council. Two
weeks ago, Mr. Tolbert and the rest of the Democratic City
Council approved the six-story apartment building for St.
Clair and Snelling avenues—an oversized building that has
118 apartments and only 86 parking places. Guess where the
residents are going to park. This is also the City Council that
gave us the median on Snelling north of Ford Parkway, and is
still supporting streetcars for West Seventh Street. They want
more bike lanes and a $15 per hour minimum wage.

I will be doing everything in my power to oppose Mr.
Tolbert’s re-election.

Vernon R. Jorgensen
Macalester-Groveland

A theft by mistake?

To the people who took our new, still-in-the-box cedar
swing on James Avenue on the boulevard west of Fairview
Avenue between 3 and 6 p.m. on Fathers' Day:

I understand that you may have thought it had been
abandoned; it had been on the boulevard for a week.
However, that is because we are in our late 60s, arthritic
and needed help getting the swing up the bank in front of
our yard. I did not expect something so large and heavy to
be taken in broad daylight. It was a Fathers’ Day gift to my
husband. It was clearly brand new and had no sign saying
it was “free” Older people cannot always get paid help in
a timely manner (it had rained most of that week). Being
low-income, we will not be able to replace the swing. I am so
disappointed.

If you could find it in your heart to bring back the swing,
we would be very grateful, no questions asked.

Abby Struck
Macalester-Groveland

Alarming trend in Mendota Hits.

Since its founding, the city of Mendota Heights has
prospered as a consequence of good governance and a
sustained emphasis on careful, prudent development. This
good governance is now being compromised.

A good example is the proposed Michael Apartment
development on the west side of the city. In past months,
residents of the adjacent Furlong Addition, Augusta Shores
and Lemay Shores neighborhoods have complained to the
Mendota Heights City Council and Planning Commission
that they never were adequately informed about the intended
density of this development. And while the city issued the
required notices to nearby residents, it withheld important
traffic information and inferred that the state highway
department had approved the project when it had not.

The water quality of Lake Augusta is graded “F” by
the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management
Organization. The degradation of Lake Augusta, formerly
a good swimming and fishing lake, is directly attributable
to the inattention of the city to the impact of development
around the lake.

In 2017 and 2018, the city budget increased by over 5
percent each year. For 2019, reliable sources suggest the city
budget may increase by as much as 8 percent. For these three
years, therefore, the projected city budget increase is on the

order of 15 percent or more. For the same three years, the
projected U.S. inflation rate is about 6 percent.

The most alarming indicator of a shift in Mendota Heights
governance is the undeniable pro development bias of Mayor
Garlock and City Council members Paper and Petschel.

One example is council approval of the Michael Apartment
development, a plan that violates applicable limited density
zoning specifications. In addition, there are apparent parallels
between the city’s proposed 2040 Comprehensive Plan and
the Thrive 2040 plan of the Metropolitan Council. The

latter advocates support of higher density suburban infill

and redevelopment efforts. However, the Mendota Heights
council was elected to represent the interests of city residents,
not those of the Met Council.

At their new site in Eagan, the Minnesota Vikings have
announced leasing opportunities for almost 1.5 million
square feet and 1,450 units of professional, entertainment,
housing, hotel and event uses. In the decades to come, this
development will produce an estimated 30,000-40,000 vehicle
trips daily, many of which will funnel through Mendota
Heights. Given this traffic impact, there is absolutely no
compelling reason for the city to support additional density.

My wife and I moved to Mendota Heights 30 years ago,
attracted by its special character. We have come to cherish
the sustained commitment to responsible governance and
prudent development by a succession of city leaders. The
abandonment of good governance by current city leaders
should be of concern to all city residents.

Thomas J. Smith
Mendota Heights

Making way for bicyclists

As a resident of Summit Avenue for over 30 years and a
resident of St. Paul for 35, [ am appalled that this city would
even consider additional costs for bicyclists. We already have
taken parking away, spending thousands if not millions of
dollars creating bikeways.

I travel multiple times each week on Pelham Boulevard,
and the bicyclists still ride in the traffic lanes on that street
even though the bike lanes are in better shape. We have
bicyclists who continue to ride on the sidewalks of Summit.
When I garden it is a contact sport with indignation coming
from bicyclists that I am in their way. When I am driving and
stopped at a stoplight, the bicyclists rarely wait until the green
light. If T have to follow traffic laws, so should they. They also
should not be texting, have ear buds on, and generally be
disrespectful by riding three abreast, which requires them to
be out of the bike lane.

There are some courteous and respectful bicyclists,
but generally, as the driver of a car, I am treated like I am
infringing on their road.

Kathy Voss
Lexington-Hamline

The measure of a median

Theres an old saying that the definition of insanity is to
do the same thing over and over again and expect different
results. So here we are with the St. Paul Public Works
Department installing new medians on Snelling Avenue
between Randolph Avenue and Ford Parkway, as though
doing so will change a state highway and truck route into a
boulevard or parkway. To spend so much money on such
nonsense when we have streets and alleys with so many
potholes they look like rubble is wasteful in the extreme.

The medians on Snelling between St. Clair and Lincoln
avenues have had no traftic-calming effect. Macalester
College wanted them to beautify the eastern edge of its
campus. Those of us who were most affected by the medians
have been told by police that traffic that used to come
through at 50 mph now sometimes comes through at 80
mph. If one stands on the corner of St. Clair and watches
northbound traffic coming through on a green light, one sees
drivers hit the gas for the straightaway all the way to Grand.

With parking no longer allowed on either side of Snelling,
many parking spaces have been lost. Those parked cars were
more of a deterrent to speeders than the medians have ever
been. Not only did drivers have to watch out for movement
from those who were parked, but those parked cars provided
a buffer between traffic and people tending their boulevards.

The pedestrian crosswalks were zebra-striped in white,
which is invisible in snowy months and almost so when
there’s rain or fog. Day-glow green or orange would’ve
seemed the sensible choice of color. Crosswalk signs might
have helped, too. Crossing at the poorly marked crosswalks
is such a risky proposition that only two months after the
medians were completed, a long-time resident of the area
was killed in the crosswalk at Lincoln. And when I've been
crossing with traffic stopped in the three lanes closest to me,
I've nearly been mowed down by someone in the outside lane
not paying attention to what was going on.

Additionally, the medians were initially planted with a
poor choice of trees. They did not stand up to straight-line

winds, and broken branches had to be removed after storms.
Branches were too outspreading and were knocked off by
passing trucks. And trees of four inches in diameter were

hit by traffic and were completely broken off. Eventually,

so many trees were missing, they had to be replaced with
something different. At present, one median looks like an
untended lot with weeds and dead trees.

So all of you heading south of Randolph on Snelling, get
ready for more of the same, because all of the chickens that
neighbors on this end of Snelling were concerned about have
come home to roost.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Democracy on the wane in city

Mark Miller writes of how life has become a test of
endurance (Villager Inbox, June 6), telling us in a subtle
manner that we who reside in St. Paul are being governed by
a dictatorship, not a democracy. It's been clear to me for many
years that St. Paul governs by dictatorship.

Dictatorship has forced businesses to close to make room
for unaffordable, multi-story housing developments or to
vacate the city due to high property taxes making it too costly
to lease or own space to operate. Dictatorship has caused
homelessness as well, due to skyrocketing property taxes
that low-income residents cannot afford as homeowners
or renters. St. Paul’s dictators refuse to listen to the people
because they don't care about our wants, needs or ideas. The
city’s dictators have their own self-serving agenda, causing
financial hardship for the people of St. Paul.

We the people must return our city government back to a
democracy. Ward 4 has an open seat on the City Council with
a special election coming on August 14. I surely hope voters
in Ward 4 will want to elect the candidate who leans toward
common sense, will speak up for the financial interests of the
people, thinks independently and really cares about St. Paul,
its residents and businesses.

Sue Shetka
Macalester-Groveland

DFL delegates deserve thanks

As chair of the Rules Committee, I must correct the letter
of James Hamilton (“Machine politics in action,” Villager
Inbox, June 20). At the District 64A DFL Convention, no
candidate was “eliminated” after the first or any ballot for
getting less than 10 percent of the vote. That rule did not
apply until after the third ballot, and it was never needed. The
rule was drafted that way to allow candidates several chances
to improve their initial vote if they wanted.

As for Mr. Hamilton’s cries—and those of letter writer Don
Arnosti in the same issue—that voters have somehow been
deprived of democracy, rest easy. The DFL endorsement
carries little weight beyond the respect voters freely give to it.
Any endorsement can be overturned in a primary election.
No one filed in the primary against Kaohly Her because the
DFL delegates lived up to that trust and endorsed a great
candidate. The delegates deserve our thanks for allowing
us to focus on electing more Democrats who can resist the
Trump and GOP agenda.

Rick Varco
Highland Park

Editor’s note: The writer is director of the Senate District 64
DFL.

Mitra Jalali Nelson for Ward 4

We support Mitra Jalali Nelson for the St. Paul City
Council in Ward 4 because she holds outstanding positions
on issues that are important to us as proud and progressive
longtime residents of St. Paul. First, she understands that
our city has returned to healthy growth, and that to welcome
everyone who wants to settle here, St. Paul needs more
residences, at all price points, all across the city. New homes
mean more businesses, more vibrancy and a healthier
economy. We're already seeing these effects along the light rail
Green Line.

Mitra prioritizes this type of development-driven success.
She will strive to increase the minimum wage so that people
who work here can afford to live here. She will support
our police force in creating a culture of community trust,
including emphasizing violence de-escalation. Mitra has an
excellent plan to improve our citizen participation processes
to include everyone in city decisions. And finally, she'll
continue her predecessor’s amazing work on building a
future-focused transportation system that prioritizes people
of all ages over cars.

Mitra impresses the two of us for different reasons, but we
agree that her clear commitment to public service, deep grasp
of complex issues, winning personality, energy and vision for
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the success of our city for everyone make her
the standout candidate in this race. Please
join us in supporting Mitra as the next Ward
4 City Council member on August 14.

James and Mary Marti
Merriam Park

Competence counts

We have just had a 24 percent property
tax increase in St. Paul. The RiverCentre
parking ramp needs $116 million in repairs.
Our city’s parks have $57 million in deferred
maintenance. The potholes in our streets are
not getting filled because, apparently, our
city cannot afford to do so. We have, in short,
some pressing budget issues.

In the face of all this, the DFL has endorsed
for Ward 4 City Council a candidate who
has no experience in city government, has
never managed a budget bigger than her
household’s and has never received a St. Paul
property tax bill. That candidate, Mitra Jalali
Nelson, has lived in St. Paul for two years and
works in Minneapolis. What was the DFL
thinking?

Nelson's opponent, Shirley Erstad, manages
an important nonprofit, Friends of Parks
and Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey County,
has battled City Hall time and again in favor
of our parks and good government, and has
been paying property taxes in Ward 4 for 20
years. She has served on the district council,
worked and shopped in our neighborhoods,
and sent her children to public schools. Her
ties to St. Paul are long-standing and deep.

Our choice could not be clearer: Only
one candidate, Shirley Erstad, is prepared
today to take on the responsibility of city
government. We need demonstrated
competence on our City Council.

P.D. Osborn
Merriam Park

Vote Erstad in Ward 4

The time is right for Shirley Erstad to take
the Ward 4 seat on the St. Paul City Council.
We have seen the council make questionable
decisions ignoring citizens’ concerns
and rejecting compromise. Examples are
everywhere, including a citywide trash
collection scheme, taxpayer subsidies for
a soccer stadium and favoring developers
over neighborhoods. This is happening
while potholes grow ever bigger. Shirley is
someone who has the courage to speak out
and challenge the city bureaucracy. We need
that right now.

I'live in Ward 3 and know Shirley. She
is a community-builder and champion for
transparency and accountability in city
government. She is job-ready, having the
vision and problem-solving savvy to serve
Ward 4 as well as the rest of St. Paul. Vote for
Shirley to get things done.

Kate Hunt
Highland Park

Ward 4 is not for sale

Ward 4 residents, how do you want your
housing density, thoughtfully homegrown or
rammed through the St. Paul City Council
by backroom Club Carter? Let’s elect Shirley
Erstad, a long-time DFLer, Ward 4 resident,
mom and civic leader who does her research,
listens to her constituents and isn't afraid to
ruffle a few feathers or step on a few Guccis.

Don't sleep through election day on
August 14, folks, or you may wake up in a
neighborhood transformed by the fantasies
of Mayor Carter and his we-know-what’s-
best-for-you city planners. Senior St. Paul city
planner Kady Dadlez has happily reported
that the six-story TJL Development proposed
for Snelling and St. Clair avenues “makes the
most sense.” The site is across the street from
a college. So the build-upward planners,
cramming in 118 apartments, 98 more

parking spaces and who knows how many
people, want to re-imagine a private-sector
dorm? With wacky planning like this, do we
need a Club Carter rubberstamp in Ward 4
smiling and voting, “You betcha’? No, you’ll
need Shirley Erstad listening to you, doing
her homework and standing up for you in
council meetings.

Who are the candidates? Let’s follow
the money. According to the most recent
campaign reporting, Shirley Erstad has
raised $22,551 from St. Paul residents and
civic leaders and her family savings. With
Mayor Carter’s preconvention endorsement,
Erstad’s opponent’s campaign has raised
$26,747, including $14,000 from outside St.
Paul and more than $3,600 from outside
Minnesota. Even Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey is cutting a check for the Club Carter
candidate who, until recently, was a resident
of Minneapolis. St. Paul Deputy Mayor Jaime
Tincher dug into her pockets and bet the
limit: $600.

What will these members of the Wannabe
Machine want in return from our new Ward
4 council member? Don't even ask. Ward
4 is ours and isn't for sale, even to DFL
bullies who have lost their way on the way to
democracy. Let’s elect Shirley Erstad.

Jim Hulbert
Macalester-Groveland

A street or parking lot

When neighbors were given a tour of
the new and expanded disc golf course
in Highland Park, I expressed concern
that there will be even more demand for
parking in our neighborhood. The Parks and
Recreation Department’s response was that
everyone lives on streets that have public
parking.

Our neighborhood streets are not there
to provide parking for commercial and
recreational use. Circus Juventas, events at
the Highland Park pool and pavilion, disc
golf and potential commercial development
at the old pool house create a burden for
residents and their visitors that others don't
have on their residential streets.

Kathie Sirek
Highland Park

A tax cut for whom?

Your president in Duluth on June 20 said,
“They want to take back your tax cuts—
which are massive””

I just attended a business tax seminar on
the new federal tax act. Owners of larger,
privately owned businesses, in particular
those involved in—surprisel—commercial
real estate with income and expenses in the
millions, will get personal income tax cuts
in the tens or even hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Unless you are in that group, you will
get about $200 a year. Massive.

Sharon Sudman
Macalester-Groveland

Rising young journalist

The June 20 Villager had a delightful
front-page article by Mimi Geller about the
Henry Sibley High School Marching Band
representing Minnesota in the Independence
Day Parade in Washington, D.C. I think
readers would love to know that Geller is a
high school student who just finished her
junior year at St. Paul Academy. Mighty fine
journalism from this talented young woman!
Kudos to the Villager for supporting the
growth of our rising journalists.

Mickey Scott
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: Mickey Scott recently retired
as an upper school mathematics teacher and
coach at St. Paul Academy. She taught Mimi
Geller during her freshman year at SPA.

REIDELL-ESTEY

AND ASSOCIATES

PRESENTS

1595 Berkeley Avenue - Just Listed!! Charming 1.5 story
in demand location! Large living room/dining room, main
floor master with % bath. Three bedrooms up. Newer 2 car
garage $329,900

2091 Bayard Avenue - Handsome English Tudor just blocks to
the Village & the River! Perfectly maintained with new windows
throughout, kitchen/family room combination. B'ful floors &
natural woodwork. $439,500

1879 Marshall Avenue - Built like the rock of Gibraltar!!
Magnificent woodwork, built-in’s, FP, & gleaming wood
floors. Generous-sized BR’s, South facing porch, & in prime
Merriam Park location! $393,500

RE/MAX
RESULTS

www.reidellestey.com
651-696-0855

809 Portland Avenue - Just Listed!! Fabulous all brick 7
plex in the heart of Crocus Hill. Impeccable rental his-
tory. Turn key with nearly all updated kitchens & baths.

$1,300,000

606 Cromwell Avenue - Terrific two story just steps to
Desnoyer Park & T & C Golf Course! 3 BR's, 2 BA's, 2 car garage
with fantastic woodwork & updated kitchen & baths. Expan-
sive closest storage! $279,900

1619 Scheffer Avenue - Hansel & Gretel Tudor style! This story
book 2 story is stunning! Architect designed kitchen, nooks &
crannies, hardwood floors, beautifully finished lower level, 3
BR's, 2 BA's. Ashow stopper!! $464,900

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

R a5

IL US

JUVENTAS

StarTrlbune s Bank

¢ r'(,/earChcmnel Outdoor
MeCarthy/Bjorklund Founq 'ron

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minfiést ota)Sﬁte Arts Board Operatmg Suppm grant, ‘thahkst
appropriation from theSrsand cultural heritage fund, and a grant frong Wells Fargo. 3

/ﬂchALL (612)343 -3390
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As we see it, the biggest problem with
conventional “nursing homes”is that they
are more about “nursing” than “home.”
The Gardens at Episcopal Homes
employs the GREEN HOUSE® Model of
Care. It's a proven “person first” model of
care that you can feel good about.

Th
Gardens

Come experience Minnesota’s first

GREEN HOUSE® Home in person. You INNOVATIVE CARE

will come away understanding why we WITH COMFORTS

say they’re not just “home-like," they're LIKE HOME
HOME!

|

EPISCOPAL PLAN ATOUR!

651-632-8801

www.EpiscopalHomes.org

OMES £1894

Design/Build
Restoration
Custom Remodeling

WE KNOW THE
WAY HOME

IF YOU CHOOSE
I STORE CREDIT OVER CASH

|
]

AUTHENTIC

CONSTRUCTION
740 Grand Ave

MN LICENSE #BC005210

651.228.9102

2000 4th Ave S
Minneapolis &7
612.870.9300 sun: 116

Your local record store since 1968

www.efetus.com

authconst.com

Graham Place Senior Apartments

(] L] (]
55 & Over Senior Living
s i 9% Z
We offer spectacular : i Sl }'
apartment homes featuring @ L
expansive floor plans, gourmet ,
kitchens, spacious closefs,
and full appliance packages.
Our community offers the most
convenient senior living in
St. Paul, complete with an
on-site convenience store,
exercise facilities, barber shop
and beauty salon, guest suite,
and beautiful community room!

Come visit us foday to see what our residents are enjoying af
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or emaiil us.
riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

B GRAHAM
ﬁ PLACE

SENIOR APARTMENTS

www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St.
Paul, MN 55116

Income restrictions apply

The Cabbage Rolls Sarma served at the Iron Ranger on Grand Avenue. pHoTos BY BRAD STAUFFER

Transplanted Iron Ranger serves up
a taste of the north woods on Grand

o quote the late great Yogi Berra, it

I was “like déja vu all over again” when

I asked the server at Iron Ranger about
the soup of the day.

“We're out of the soup,” the server replied.

This happened a couple of weeks ago,
around 5 p.m. I suddenly had the distinct feel-
ing that I had been there before.

I'had. Back in 2013, I was sitting with a few
friends at Chez Arnauds, the French bakery
that formerly occupied Iron Ranger’s store-
front at 1085 Grand Ave. It was about the
same time of year, at the same time of day, in
the same back room of the restaurant.

“Were out of the soup,” the Chez Arn-
aud server said in reply to my query about
the soupe du jour. And when I returned the
next morning, soon after Chez Arnaud had
opened for the day, it was the same story: No
soup of the day; they were out.

Back at Iron Ranger, you might understand
why I thought the building had a soup curse.
I didn't obsess about it, but it seemed to be
more than coincidence. Fortunately, when I
stopped back at Iron Ranger a couple of days
later for lunch, voila! Soup at last.

The restaurateur behind Iron Ranger is
Tom Forti, who took over Chez Arnauds lease
2Y5 years ago and opened the Sunrise Market
and Cafe. Sunrise featured breads and other
foods from Hibbings Sunrise Bakery, which
was founded by Forti’s family in 1913. An ad
for the bakery hangs on a wall just inside the
entrance to Iron Ranger.

According to Forti, the market side of the
Grand Avenue Sunrise wasn't doing as well as
the cafe side, so this spring he “blew it out,” he
said, replacing the dropped white tile ceiling
with a tin ceiling, laying natural wood floors,
installing an oak bar custom-made in Hib-
bing, and renaming the establishment Iron
Ranger. The Northern Minnesota vibe ex-
tends to the rest of the décor as well. Theres
a mural of an iron ore loader covering most
of one wall with a shovel and pickaxe hanging
next to it.

It would be an understatement to say the
menu is also inspired by the Iron Range, since
some of it comes directly from the family bak-
ery. “We get deliveries every day from Hib-
bing;” said Forti, who now lives in St. Paul.

On my second visit to Iron Ranger one late
morning, I settled into the corner counter fac-
ing Grand Avenue. The server, who was also
from Hibbing and whose uncle had gone to
school with Bob Dylan, told me the soup of
the day was chili (cup $4.99, bowl $7.99).

The chili came with big chunks of tomato
and green pepper swimming in a thick sauce
with slices of fresh green onion on top. It may
have been a bit too mild for some chili aficio-

Hot
Dish
By Morgan
Smith

 ANGERE
IRONRAN E%

nados, but I enjoyed it to the last drop.

With the chili, I ordered Cabbage Rolls
Sarma ($11.99), something familiar to my
Bohunk forebears but described in the menu
as a Croatian dish. The two rolls—a combina-
tion of beef, ham, pork and rice wrapped in
cabbage and topped with sauerkraut and to-
mato sauce—were beautiful to behold and the
portions were generous. But the filling was a
little too soggy for my tastes, which had been
formed decades earlier at my grandmother’s
table. And it could have used more paprika.

I didn't see the fine print indicating that
the Sarma came with a side of soup or salad.
I'm glad I didn’t because I would’ve chosen
the soup and missed out on Iron Ranger’s
wonderful house salad. Much larger, fresher
and more varied than the anemic side salads
served at many restaurants, this salad came
with a liberal serving of spinach, lettuce, to-
mato, onion, cucumber, croutons and Parme-
san cheese. Served with a light but tasty dress-
ing, it's a good deal for $2.99.

On my first visit to Iron Ranger, I was ac-
companied by my wife, Mecca, and her sister,
La—yes, La, like the note to follow so in The
Sound of Music. And speaking of movies, I
made the mistake of showing Pixar’s Rata-
touille in our home theater the night before.
So while Mecca raved about her Pear Gor-
gonzola Flatbread ($12.99)—a combination
of pear, Gorgonzola cheese, Parmesan sage
sauce and walnuts—she kept offering sugges-
tions for improvements a la the rat chef Remy.
But that didn’t keep Mecca from inhaling the
football-sized flatbread. It was the most food
Id seen her consume in quite some time.

La ordered the Pesto Melt Sandwich ($9.99)
with fries ($3). Iron Ranger was out of ciabatta
bread, so La had her Pesto Melt served on a
French baguette. She declared the pesto, ba-
sil, spinach, onion, mozzarella, tomato and
balsamic to be “perfect” She also praised the
fries.

I can attest to the quality of the fries, since
I requested some with my Porketta Cubano
($11.99). The sandwich was a combination
of pork shoulder, ham, Swiss cheese, pickles,
Dijon and giardiniera served on a baguette. It
was the best Cubano I've had in a long time,
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MnDOT will pay for the
replanting of I-94 berm

By JANE MCCLURE

neighborhood north and east of I-94 and Fairview Avenue.

Xcel Energy bulldozed much of the vegetative berm that
separates the neighborhood from the freeway, removing more
than $10,000 worth of trees, shrubs and other plants that had
served as a buffer for local residents.

More than three dozen neighbors met on June 21 with
representatives of Xcel, the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) and the city of St. Paul to discuss the
possibility of replanting the berm along St. Anthony Avenue
between Fairview and Aldine Street. They reviewed three dif-
ferent landscaping options, with the goal of selecting one by
early July. MnDOT has agreed to pay for replacement materi-
als and two years of maintenance of the plantings.

The neighbors are eager to see the plants replaced as quickly
as possible, but they also want assurances from Xcel and Mn-
DOT that the plants will not be ripped out again. The vegeta-
tion removed by Xcel in May had been planted in July 2016
with a $10,000 grant from MnDOT’s Community Roadside
Landscape Partnership Program. Under that program, Mn-
DOT pays for the vegetation if volunteers agree to plant and
maintain it. The neighbors applied for the grant after Xcel
clear-cut the berm in 2015. They put in hundreds of hours of
volunteer labor to replant the berm, and used their own gar-
den hoses and water buckets to keep the plants alive.

The new options for replanting the berm vary by species
of trees, shrubs and ground cover. All three options would be
planned in a way to avoid future interference with overhead
power lines. MnDOT will then work with neighbors on a
timeline for carrying out the replanting.

Marcell Walker, a MnDOT ombudsman, apologized for the
situation on behalf of the state agency. “We should have done
better communication,” he said. MnDOT is now working to
change its procedures to notify neighborhoods of such work
in the future, he said.

Jim Pearson, who works in public relations for Xcel, agreed
that more needs to be done in the future to keep people in-
formed. However, other Xcel representatives at the meeting
defended the utility, saying the work on the berm was needed
to maintain clear zones between power lines and woody veg-
etation.

It was at Xcel's request that MnDOT approved a permit in
May for Wright Tree Service to clear the vegetation that had
been planted by volunteers less than two years earlier. Xcel
officials said they were concerned that the plants were grow-
ing too close to power lines. The neighbors maintain that the
plants were not near the power lines and did not have to be
chopped down or bulldozed.

“Why does this keep happening and how are you going to
fix it?” asked local resident Kathy Flynn. “In four years we've
been clear-cut twice”

Neighbors said they miss the flowering trees and lilac bushes
and the wildlife habitat the berm had become. The four blocks
on the south side of St. Anthony are now pocked with mud,
litter and a few small scarred trees and shrubs.

According to local resident Jerry Streigel, prior to the first
clear-cutting in 2015, shrubs and trees grew on the berm for
years with little attention from Xcel or MnDOT. The growth
included some invasive species, he said, and area residents
would sometimes have to call to have branches trimmed so
that traftic signs would not be obscured.

It has been a noisy and dusty summer for residents of the

12«4 HOT DISH

and that’s saying some-
thing since I order Cu-
banos frequently. The
Cubano was moist yet
firm enough for all of
the flavors to leap out.
Having just come from
three meetings where
brownies had been
served, I was too full
to finish my sandwich,
but I happily scarfed up
the leftovers for lunch
the next day.

Leaving Iron Ranger,
I had one regret: Its
pizzas had looked darn
good, and I didnt try
one. But maybe that shouldn’t be regarded as a regret but as an
opportunity. Yes, from this day forward I'm going to view the
glass as half full and Iron Ranger’s whole pizzas and pizza by
the slice as a mouthwatering delight waiting to happen.

The Porketta Cubano at Iron
Ranger—pork shoulder, ham,
Swiss cheese, pickles, Dijon and
giardiniera served on a baguette.

For More Information & To Schedule A Showing

Call Paul Resberg Realty House 612 408 5047
L

HISTORIC CLARENCE JOHNSTON L
HOME FOR SALE

656 Summit Avenue: 1890s Victorian retains old world charm with
stunning renovations! Perfect for family living & entertaining.

* Stained glass windows, beautiful foyer, music room and grand dining room
flowing into a stunning great room remodel consisting of family room, butler's
pantry and gourmet kitchen.

* Eat-in kitchen updated with custom cabinetry, top-end appliances and large
island with granite countertop.

* Four bedrooms and two newly-renovated bathrooms on second floor, including
ensuite master. Two additional bedrooms and bathroom on third floor.

o Updated mechanicals, electrical and plumbing. Central air and two-car garage.
* Four season porch and large picture windows overlook deep fully-fenced

backyard with patios for outdoor entertaining.
$945,000

* Powder room on first floor.

Colleen Riley
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Saint Paul

Layl McDill

ART at ST. KATE'S 2018
finest local juried art fair
in St. Paul - free admission

Saturday, July 7 -

. St. Catherine University
o Randolph & Cleveland Avenues

www.artistscircle.org

Jan Raven

10 am.-5 p.m.

Jaana Mattson

Robert Brocken

00D
COUPLE

TEAM

-

JUST LISTED
2129 Palace
4 BD 2 BA - $475,000

JUST LISTED
2152 Stanford
3 BD 2 BA - $424,900

KELLERWILLIAMS
INTEGRITY REALTY

CONING SOON
1463 Goodrich
4 BD 2 BA

If you have considered selling your home, contact us today to get a
FREE, NO OBLIGATION MARKET ANALYSIS!

651.492.6423 ¢ TheOddCoupleTeam.com
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Expanding
NOW!

We’re looking for:

¢ Independent Stylists
e Employee Stylists
e Massage Therapist

e Lash Extension
Technician

e Makeup Artist

CAIAH

salon

247 Snelling Ave. S. in Saint Paul

CaJah Salon

At the corner of

Snelling and St. Clair Aves.

Our expanded
services include:

e Facials
e Massage Therapy
e Lash Extensions

e Full Body Waxing

CaJah Salonis a vibrant, five-star salon located in the heart of St. Paul. We love
the sense of community that surrounds us and being part of this wonderful
city. With such success that we need to expand to better serve our community!

Visit www.cajahsalon.com

to learn more.

Call: 651-200-3450
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Over 42,000 Villager Readers Will Spend
Money on Education This Year
So you might call an ad in our Education Section “Smart Marketing 101"

readers will be perusing them with above-average interest.
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Of the more than 104,000 pairs of eyes that will be reading your ad, 39% plan to
purchase education classes in the next 12 months. And that's not just an educated
guess.* Education is highly valued in our neighborhoods. There's a college, high
school, elementary school or other learning center virtually everywhere you look.
And when the Villager publishes its Spotlight on Education section August 1 & 15, our

*2017 audit conducted by the
Circulation Verification Council

UPCOMING
EDUCATION SECTIONS:

August 1 & 15
Reserve by: July 26 and August 9

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park,
Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline,
Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West
End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods
of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota,
Mendota Heights and Lilydale.
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The west (left) and south (right) elevations of the proposed row house at 617 Laurel Ave.

Council upholds variances for
Laurel-Dale row house project

BY JANE MCCLURE

he St. Paul City Council voted 6-0 on
T]une 27 to deny a neighborhood appeal

and let stand plans by Hupp Holdings
LLC to construct a six-unit residential build-
ing at Laurel Avenue and Dale Street.

Council member Dai Thao, whose Ward 1
includes the building site, said that while he
understood residents’ concerns, he could not
find any errors on which to justify upholding
the appeal. He added that some issues raised
by neighbors can be addressed in the site plan
review.

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) voted 4-3 in May to approve four vari-
ances for the project at 617 Laurel Ave. Neigh-
bors appealed and the City Council held a
public hearing on the matter on June 20. Thao
asked to lay the discussion over until June 27
so he could review the facts in the case.

Hupp Holdings intends to construct a six-
unit row house on the site, which has been va-
cant for years. The 40-by-170-foot lot is zoned
for multifamily housing.

Back in the 1920s the lot was part of a larger
property that had three dwellings, a store in
front of the corner house, a tin shop and a
hardware store. The buildings were razed in
1986 and the corner property has sat vacant
since then. The property has been split over
the years, most recently in 2002 to build a
single-family home.

The BZA approved a 1,796-square-foot
variance in order to build six units on the
7,204-square-foot lot; a variance from a city
requirement that multifamily buildings of
three or more units cannot be built on a lot of
less than 9,000 square feet; a 6-foot side-yard
setback variance from the 9 feet required; and

Imani Vann-Jackson
graduated from ba-
sic military training
as an airman with
the US. Air Force at
Joint Base San An-

tonio-Lackland  in |
Texas. She is a 2010
graduate of Central
High School and the
daughter of Theo-
dora Vann of St. Paul.

Jessalyn Akerman-Frank and Linda Brant-
Malm of Highland Park recently completed
Partners in Policymaking’s advocacy training
for adults with disabilities and parents raising
children with developmental disabilities. Ak-
erman-Frank, who is deaf, and Brant-Malm,
who has been losing her vision, both applied
for the course to benefit themselves and the
public. The next round of no-cost training
will feature eight, two-day sessions on Fridays
and Saturdays from September through May
(no session in December) at the Crowne Plaza
Aire in Bloomington. The March class will be
held on a Sunday and Monday so participants
can visit legislators at the Capitol. Child care

an 8-foot setback variance from the 9 feet
required for the parking lot.

In appealing the BZA’s approvals, neighbors
raised issues of a potentially overcrowded
site, excessive traffic and parking demand.
They contended that the project needed too
many variances and flew in the face of zoning
regulations.

Neighbor Joe Rittman called the variances
“massive” He said the developer had a three-
unit row house project approved for the site
in early 2017 and that the latest plan doubles
the density of the site.

Owner Alan Hupp of Hupp Holdings said
the occupancy would be the same. The previ-
ous plan was for three, three-bedroom units,
and the current plan is for three one-bedroom
and three two-bedroom units. The six-unit
building would also have the same footprint
as the prior proposal.

Dayton Avenue resident Peter Carlsen said
the BZA exceeded its authority and that the
board’s staff acted more as an advocate for the
developer and was not impartial. He added
that the development does not meet the stan-
dards for hardship required for variances.

“This is only unique because the property
is too small for what the developer wants to
do,” he said.

“The site does have challenges,” Hupp
agreed. “Infill developments are tough”

However, he said his new design allows for
the addition of some affordable one-bedroom
housing units. Changes were made, he said,
to add parking spaces and address other con-
cerns raised by the BZA.

City staff and the Summit-University Plan-
ning Council recommended approval of the
variances. The Ramsey Hill Association rec-
ommended denial.

and respite allowances are given, and mileage
and meals are also covered. Applications are
due by July 9. Visit bit.ly/2EICOQO or contact
Brenton Rice at brenton@togevents.com or
651-242-6589 for information.

The Honorable John H. Guthmann of
Highland Park was re-elected to serve as chief
judge and the Honorable Jennifer L. Frisch
of Summit Hill was elected to serve as the next
assistant chief judge of Minnesotas Second
Judicial District in Ramsey County, effective
July 1. Guthmann has been a judge since 2008.
Before that, he spent nearly 30 years as an at-
torney at Hansen Dordell in St. Paul, where
he was a partner from 1990-2008. Frisch was
first appointed to the bench in 2013. Before
that, she was senior associate general counsel
for the University of Minnesota.

Jewish Family Service of St. Paul has hired
Molly Kitching as its first marketing coordi-
nator. Kitching brings nearly 15 years of non-
profit marketing experience to the position.
She will be responsible for public relations,
strategy development, brand management,
and developing and managing marketing
communications.
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The following crime incidents were com-
piled from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police
department reports and other sources.

Burglary—A 36-year-old man was arrest-
ed for trying to steal a large amount of copper
cable in the tunnels beneath the former Ford
plant around 8 a.m. Monday, June 25. Police
searched the tunnels and eventually located
the suspect who was trying to hide.

Theft—A camera bag, camera and lens
were stolen from a vehicle on Fairview Av-
enue and Highland Parkway around 2:10 a.m.
Monday, June 11.

—A work bag was stolen from a vehicle
on Montreal and Snelling avenues between
6-8:20 p.m. Wednesday, June 13.

—A purse was stolen at the Highland Park
Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., around 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, June 14.

—Stolen vehicles were reported on the
2500 block of West Seventh Street on June
14-15, on the 500 block of Montrose Lane on
June 16-17 and on the 2000 block of Yorkshire
Avenue on June 17-18.

—A package was stolen from an apartment
building on the 1300 block of South Davern
Street and recovered at the overlook on Mis-
sissippi River Boulevard and Ford Parkway at
10:22 a.m. Friday, June 15.

—A bicycle valued at more than $1,000 was
stolen at Dairy Queen, 1959 Ford Pkwy., on
June 15-16.

—More than $1,000 in merchandise was
reported stolen at the AT&T Store, 2132 Ford
Pkwy,, at 3:54 p.m. Thursday, June 21.

—An iPhone, car key, debit card and cash
were reported stolen on the 2000 block of
Ford Parkway at 11:46 p.m. Friday, June 22.

Assault—A domestic assault by strangu-
lation was reported at an apartment on the
2200 block of West Seventh Street at 3:12 p.m.
Saturday, June 23.

Theft—A male suspect stole two iPhones
from a display and ran from Verizon Wireless,
474 N. Hamline Ave., at 4:45 p.m. Wednesday,
June 13.

—The ignition column was damaged in an
attempted vehicle theft at Skyline Tower, 1247
St. Anthony Ave., on June 15-16.

—A MacBook computer and other items
were stolen from a vehicle on the 1100 block
of Hague Avenue the evening of June 17-18.

Weapons—An off-duty officer heard gun-
fire behind SuperAmerica, 399 N. Lexington
Pkwy., at 12:54 a.m. Sunday, June 17.

Macalester-Groveland

Burglary—A scooter and cash were stolen
from a garage that was left open on the 1900
block of Grand Avenue during the evening of
June 23-24. The next afternoon, police saw a
boy riding the stolen scooter near Sherburne
Avenue and Syndicate Street and arrested him
for burglary and auto theft.

—A residence was burglarized on the 1300
block of Grand Avenue between 7:28-8:59
p.m. Sunday, June 24.

—A gas-powered pressure washer and sev-
en or eight laptop computers were reported
stolen from a garage on the 1200 block of Sar-
gent Avenue around 7:30 a.m. Monday, June
25. A neighbor reportedly saw two males in
the garage and got their license plate number.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700
block of Summit Avenue on June 13-14 and
on the 1700 block of Juliet Avenue on June 24.

—Around $700 in cash was stolen from
an apartment on the 1400 block of Grand
Avenue during the evening of June 15-16.

—Clothing and a passport were reported
stolen from a vehicle on the 1600 block of
Grand Avenue at 3:03 p.m. Monday, June 18.

Weapons—The 24-year-old male driver

ort

of a vehicle was arrested for possession of a
stolen firearm and possession by an ineli-
gible individual at 8:34 p.m. Friday, June 15,
on the 1700 block of Lincoln Avenue. He and
the occupants in the vehicle reportedly were
involved in an earlier road rage incident in
Minneapolis.

Mendota Heights

Sex crime—Christine Lee Funk, 32, of New
Hope was sentenced on June 25 for criminal
sexual conduct in the third degree in connec-
tion with engaging in sexual relations with a
17-year-old male student on three occasions
in February 2017 while she was a music teach-
er at Henry Sibley High School. She was sen-
tenced to 180 days in jail, 10 years of proba-
tion and must register as a predatory offender.
The judge stayed the execution of another 36
months of jail time as long as she does not
violate her probation.

Burglary—A business was burglarized on
the 700 block of Main Street at 4:10 a.m. Fri-
day, June 15.

Theft—A resident on the 2400 block of
Lockwood Drive reported being swindled
by phone out of $9,000 in cash at 8:43 a.m.
Friday, June 8.

—A theft was reported from an unlocked
vehicle on the 800 block of Mendakota Drive
at 11 p.m. Wednesday, June 13.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 600
block of Freeway Road at 5:16 p.m. Friday,
June 15.

Animal calls—A father reported that two
dogs were running loose and his son was bit-
ten by one of them at 6:24 p.m. Saturday, June
16, on the 2000 block of Dodd Road. The
owner admitted to letting the dogs run un-
restrained and was cited. He was cited again
three days later for letting the dogs run loose.
Police said one of the dogs was in the process
of being deemed potentially dangerous.

Miscellaneous—An intoxicated girl was
taken to the hospital after she was found un-
conscious on the 700 block of Woodridge
Drive at 8:56 p.m. Friday, June 1.

—Police observed an apparent road rage
incident and cited both drivers for careless
driving at 6:57 p.m. Tuesday, June 12.

—Officers responded to a residential con-
struction site regarding a suspicious vehicle
at 11:31 p.m. Saturday, June 16, on the 1000
block of Evergreen Knoll. They arrested the
driver for not having a valid license and a pas-
senger for an outstanding warrant. A search
of the vehicle turned up burglary tools, along
with a stolen license plate and power saw.
MerriamPark

Burglary—Two male suspects were caught
on video stealing a computer tower at 12:49
a.m. Saturday, June 23, at Episcopal Homes,
1860 University Ave.

Theft—A wallet was reported stolen from
a vehicle at Tula Yoga, 99 N. Snelling Ave., at
10:13 a.m. Monday, June 18.

—A purse was stolen from an unlocked ve-
hicle on the 300 block of North Wilder Street
between 1-10 a.m. Sunday, June 24.

Assault—A female was assaulted on the
1500 block of St. Anthony Avenue at 1:58 p.m.
Tuesday, June 12.

—Two people were taken to the hospi-
tal following an assault on the 1800 block of
Marshall Avenue at 1 a.m. Saturday, June 16.

Miscellaneous—Three men ages 54-65
were cited for drinking in public on the north-
west corner of Snelling and St. Anthony av-
enues at 6:53 p.m. Friday, June 15. A 58-year-
old man also was cited for drinking on the
sidewalk there at 6:03 p.m. the next evening.

—A 48-year-old woman was cited for
drinking beer on the sidewalk on Snelling and
University avenues at 4:53 p.m. Saturday, June
16. Another woman also was cited for drink-
ing in that area at 6:15 p.m. that day.

—Police responded to a report of a loud
party and observed several young adults run-
ning out of the back of a residence at 10:05
p.m. Friday, June 22, on the 1900 block of Sel-
by Avenue. The 20-year-old female renter of
the property was contacted, but there were no
remaining guests and no citations were given.

Theft—An iPhone 7 was stolen from a
purse while the owner was shopping at the
Midway Walmart at 1 p.m. Thursday, June 14.

—A vehicle was stolen from Crosstown
Auto, 1440 Marshall Ave., between June 15-
21, but was recovered by the State Highway
Patrol.

—A wallet was stolen from the men’s locker
room at LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave.,
between 7:20-9 p.m. Monday, June 18.

Weapons—A 14-year-old girl was cited
for possession of a dangerous weapon after
police took a group of juveniles into custody
at 4:35 p.m. Friday, June 15, on Albert Street
and University Avenue. Police were called af-
ter a complainant said someone in the group
pulled a knife on her.

—Gunfire and the sound of a vehicle
speeding from the area were reported on the
1300 block of Portland Avenue at 11:29 p.m.
Monday, June 18.

Miscellaneous—A 54-year-old man was
cited for drinking on the sidewalk on Uni-
versity Avenue and Pascal Street at 4:06 p.m.
Saturday, June 16. Two 53-year-old men also
were cited for drinking on the sidewalk there
at 3:32 p.m. that day. Police said the area is
known for intoxicated panhandlers who
block the intersection. Police observed shop-
ping carts and a large amount of trash, includ-
ing empty beer and liquor bottles.

Robbery—A man reported being robbed
of his keys and vehicle by two males who im-
plied they had a gun at 9:02 p.m. Friday, June
22, on the 800 block of Lincoln Avenue.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 700
block of Lincoln Avenue during the evening
of June 24-25.

Assault—Police were called to Billy’s on
Grand, 857 Grand Ave.,, regarding an assault
at 1:19 a.m. Friday, June 22.

Burglary—An apartment was burglarized
at Dale Street Place, 313 N. Dale St., at 10:26
a.m. Friday, June 15.

Theft—A suspect stole $300 in meat from
Mississippi Market, 622 Selby Ave., at 3:28
p.m. Tuesday, June 5. A customer also report-
edly stole a worker’s cellphone from her desk
there at 1:51 p.m. Friday, June 15.

—A 19-year-old man was arrested for steal-
ing a Sony camera from a vehicle at the Red
Cow, 393 Selby Ave., at noon Sunday, June 17.

—A purse was stolen from an unlocked
vehicle on the 300 block of Dayton Avenue
between 9:30-10 a.m. Thursday, June 21.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 600 block of
Dayton Avenue during the evening of June
23-24.

Assault—A 40-year-old man was arrested
for assault and disorderly conduct on the 900
block of Hague Avenue at 12:25 a.m. Saturday,
June 23. The suspect was reportedly outside
of the residence yelling in the street. When
the victim went outside to see what the dis-
turbance was, the suspect accused the victim
of talking about him and punched him in the
head twice, causing a cut over his eye.

Sex crime—A rape was reported at 6 p.m.
Sunday, June 17, on the 200 block of Marshall
Avenue.

Weapons—Police found numerous shell
casings after responding to a call of shots fired
on Carroll Avenue and Milton Street at 9:08
p.m. Saturday, June 23.

WestEnd

Robbery—A male was stabbed in the but-
tocks during a robbery at 7:46 p.m. Monday,
June 18, on the 600 block of Canton Street.
The victim was taken to the hospital with in-
juries that were not life-threatening.

Burglary—A bicycle was stolen from the
Victoria Park 2 Apartments, 750 Otto Ave., at
1:32 p.m. Tuesday, June 12.

—A burglary occurred at the Victoria Park
Apartments, 740 S. Victoria St., between
12:50-2 p.m. Friday, June 22.

Theft—Prescription drugs, two diamond
rings and $700 in cash were stolen from an
apartment on the 100 block of South Western
Avenue on Wednesday, June 13.

—A purse and iPhone were stolen on the
200 block of West Seventh Street during the
evening of June 16-17.

—A utility trailer was stolen on the 200
block of Forbes Avenue on Tuesday, June 19.

—Video was taken of a suspect stealing
keys at the Bay Street Grill, 731 Randolph
Ave,, at 10:41 a.m. Thursday, June 21.

Assault—Police responded to a domestic
where the suspect used a brick to break the
windshield of a vehicle and the window of the
rear door of a residence on the 300 block of
Goodhue Street at 3:14 a.m. Sunday, June 17.

—A female resident injured her arm from
a slamming door while fighting off a non-
resident who was trying to follow her into the
Schmidt Artist Lofts, 876 W. Seventh St., at
11 p.m. Thursday, June 21.

—A staff member injured his ankle while
struggling to escort an unwanted customer
out of the patio at McGoverns Pub, 225 W.
Seventh St., at 12:47 a.m. Friday, June 22. The
customer was arrested for assault.

—A man was stabbed in the back while
working security at Tav on the Ave., 825 Jef-
ferson Ave., at 12:30 a.m. Saturday, June 23.
The victim said a male patron became upset
when asked to show ID to enter the bar and a
verbal confrontation ensued. The victim fol-
lowed the suspect outside and was stabbed by
a second male who left with the first suspect
in a green van. The victim drove himself to
the VA Hospital, but was transported to the
Hennepin County Medical Center because
his injuries were too serious.

The following local calls were gathered from

recent reports by the St. Paul Fire Department
and other sources.

Lexington-Hamline—A 29-year-old fe-
male bicyclist was taken to the hospital in
critical condition after being hit by a vehicle
on Concordia Avenue and Griggs Street at
7:36 p.m. Monday, June 18.

Summit Hill—Firefighters received a re-
port of a man on fire at 11:30 a.m. Monday,
June 4, at 1040 Grand Ave. They discovered
a vehicle in flames behind the address and
a male on the ground being attended to by
bystanders. The victim was taken to the hos-
pital. The fire reportedly started in the front
passenger’s seat.

Summit-University—A fire was reported
in a third-floor apartment around 12:35 a.m.
Friday, May 18, at Dale Street Place, 313 N.
Dale St. The cause of the fire was possibly due
to careless smoking.

—A male pedestrian was taken to the hos-
pital after being struck by a hit-and-run driv-
er at 8:05 p.m. Thursday, June 14, on the 400
block of Selby Avenue.

West End—A male bicyclist was taken to
the hospital after colliding with a vehicle on
Grand Avenue and Ramsey Street at 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, June 14. A witness reported that
the bicyclist entered traffic without the right
of way.
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Earn up 1o

11x

the national
average!

1.507%

Platinum Money
Market Special

0.13%

Money Market
National Average

Stop searching. Start saving.

Earn 1.50% APY? guaranteed through June 28, 2019
when you open your account with at least $25,000 in
o new money by July 31, 2018.
BMO 2 Harris Bank :

Call us at 651-315-8784 or find a branch at

We're here to help: bmoharris.com/locations.

" National average Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is calculated by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and is accurate as of June 11, 2018.

2 Available for a new Platinum Money Market account opened at a BMO Harris branch or by calling 1-888-340-2265 between May 7, 2018 and July 31, 2018 with a minimum $25,000 deposit of funds not currently on deposit
at BMO Harris Bank N.A. or its affiliates and earn the guaranteed rate through June 28, 2019. Account balance must stay between $25,000-5999,999.99 to earn the 1.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY). The standard APY
will apply when the balance is below $25,000 or is $1,000,000 or more. Standard APYs will apply after June 28, 2019. Limit one promo account per customer. Offer is subject to change without notice and cannot be combined
with any other offer. BMO Harris reserves the right to amend or cancel this offer at any time.

Platinum Money Market is a variable rate account and the minimum deposit needed to open the account is $25 although to obtain the offer, you must open the account with at least $25,000 as indicated above. Interest rates
and APYs may change at any time without notice. At any time, interest rates and APYs offered within two or more consecutive tiers may be the same. When this is the case, multiple tiers will be shown as a single tier. The
following collected balance tiers and corresponding APYs are effective as of June 11, 2018 and are subject to change at our discretion at any time: 0.05% for balances less than $10,000; 0.20% for balances between $10,000
and $24,999.99; 0.40% for balances between $25,000 and $49,999.99; 0.50% for balances between $50,000 and $99,999.99; 0.60% for balances between $100,000 and $249,999.99 and 0.75% for balances of $250,000 or
more. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings. For current rate information, call 1-888-340-2265.

Banking products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC © BMO Harris Bank N.A. (6/18)
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WISH THE U.S. a happy 242nd birthday
at Historic Fort Snelling. Independence
Day will be celebrated there from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. as it was celebrated by Americans
nearly two centuries ago. Witness cannon
and musket salutes and military parades,
thrill to the sounds of fife and drum, and
visit interactive stations to learn about
Americans’ struggle for freedom. Admission Made
is $12, $10 for seniors and students, $6 for in the
children ages 5-17. Call 612-726-1171. shade.
BEAT THE 4TH OF JULY HEAT with Will Ross, 10,
rootbeer ﬂoats and lawn games at the took a break
James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. from the
An ice cream social will be held from fsti
i estival for
6-8 p.m. on the spacious grounds of a peaceful
the historic mansion. Enjoy hands-on o
children’s activities, find the mushroom swing in
cave and lounge on the terrace overlooking the shade
downtown and the Mississippi River. In case ofalarge
of rain, a film will be shown inside. Tickets cott_onwood
are $12, $10 for seniors, college students and during the
for children ages 5-17. Call 651-297-2555. Féte de la
St. Jean-Bap-
| hutsdg)g[ lﬂl)i 5 tiste held on
June 24 at
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will be the Sibley
accepting blood donations from 11 a.m.-5 Historic Site
p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 239 Selby in Mendota.

Ave. Walk-ins are welcome, but reservations
are recommended. Call 800-733-2767.

FARE FOR ALLS monthly distribution

of fresh produce and frozen meat will

take place from 10 a.m.-noon at the West
Seventh Community Center, 265 Oneida
St. A variety of food will be available in
packages priced from $10-$25. Cash, credit

or debit cards are accepted. Volunteers are
needed to load boxes. Call 651-298-5493.

Saturday/July7

THE ST. LUKE FARMERS’ MARKET is
open from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. today and every
Saturday in the parking lot of the church at
1807 Field Ave. Fresh produce and baked
breads are available. In July the produce
expand and beef and bakery items are
added. Cash and EBT, debit and credit cards
are accepted.

A HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR as told
through the art and artifacts of the Capitol
will be told during 90-minute tours of
Minnesota’s state house beginning at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Minnesota’s role in the Civil War
will be highlighted, including the future
governors who were involved in pivotal
events of the war. The cost is $10, $9 for
seniors, college students and veterans, $8 for
children ages 5-17.

A TWO-HOUR WALKING TOUR of
Lowertown that delves into the almost
200-year history of this neighborhood,
from its days as a sleazy river port and
bustling rail hub to that of industrial center,
arts enclave and urban village, will step

out at 10 a.m. from the corner of Kellogg
Boulevard and Robert Street. Explore the
area’s architectural gems and learn about the
barons, thieves, capitalists and hipsters who
made their living here. The tour costs $14.
For reservations, visit cart.mnhs.org.

Sunday/July8

A FARMERS’ MARKET is available from
9 a.m.-noon every Sunday in the parking lot

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

of St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church,
Portland Avenue and Kent Street. Hmong-
American farmers from Holy Apostles
Parish will be there selling fresh produce,
herbs, and flowers. Donations at the market
also support the Fields to Families program,
which buys fresh produce from the farmers
and delivers it to local food shelves.

Tuesday/July10

THE MINNESOTA GOVERNOR’S
Residence, 1006 Summit Ave., will be open
for guided tours beginning every 10 minutes
between 10:30 a.m. and noon today, July
24, August 7 and 21, and between 5 and 7
p-m. July 31. Reservations are encouraged,
though walk-ins are welcome if space is
available. Admission is free, but visitors
are asked to bring a non-perishable food
item for Second Harvest Heartland. Email
residence.gov@state.mn.us.

THE ADVANTAGES of breastfeeding

for mother and child overcoming any
difficulties will be discussed from 7-8:45
p.m. by La Leche League’s Como-Midway
group. Pregnant women, mothers and their
children are invited to attend. For more
information, call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

Wednesday/July 11

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE on Mental
Illness will hold a free Get to Know NAMI
class from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at NAMI
Minnesota, 1919 University Ave., Suite

400. Meet the staff and volunteers and hear
firsthand how NAMI improves the lives of
children and adults with mental illnesses
and their families. For reservations, contact
Kay King at 651-645-2948 ext. 113 or
kking@namimn.org.

Thursday/July12

WANT TO IMPROVE your speaking
skills in a light-hearted and supportive
atmosphere? Join Midway Toastmasters.

The club meets from 6-8 p.m. every
Thursday at Seventh Street Social, 2176 W.
Seventh St. No reservations are necessary.

A FREE SUPPORT GROUP for persons
with anxiety disorders meets from 6:30-

8 p.m. today and the second and fourth
Thursday of every month in Room 108 at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling
Ave. For more information, call the National
Alliance on Mental Illness at 651-645-2948.

Saturday/July14

A NATIVE PLANT GARDEN TOUR
sponsored by Wild Ones Twin Cities will
begin at 10:15 a.m. today at 1704 Vicki Lane
in Mendota Heights. The tour will feature
three fabulous home gardens. Directions to
the other two gardens will be provided at
the first home.

MENDOTA DAY will be celebrated today
in Mendota. The parade will step out at
noon from St. Peter’s Church and head
down Sibley Memorial Highway to the
VEW, where vendors will set up and the
festivities ensue. Arts, crafts, games and
refreshments will all be part of the fun. The
Sibley Historic Site will feature a nine-hole
mini-golf course, silent auction, kids’ crafts,
and more from noon-4:30 p.m.

Sunday/July15

THE HUNGRY MIND closed in 2004,

but memories of the long-running Grand
Avenue bookstore burn brightly. The public
is invited to join Hungry Mind booksellers,
book buyers, writers and readers from

near and far in toasting the old days from
noon-4 p.m. at Moon Palace Books, 3032
Minnehaha Ave. S. in Minneapolis.

“DISASTERS OF THE RIVERFRONT,”

a 90-minute walking tour of the St. Anthony
Falls milling district with commentary

on some of the most tragic disasters in
Minnesota history, will step out at

1 p.m. from the Mill City Museum, 704 S.
Second St., Minneapolis. Hear about the
Eastman Tunnel Collapse in 1869, the Great
Conflagration of 1893, bridge collapses

in 1859 and 2007, large fires and massive
landscape changes. The cost is $14. Call
612-341-7555 or visit cart.mnhs.org.

THE ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather
in the parking lot of Dunn Bros. Coffee

and Burger Moe’s at 242 W. Seventh St. for

a five-mile hike through Irvine Park and
along the Mississippi River beginning at
2:30 p.m. New members are welcome. Call
Charlotte at 651-455-0052.

Tuesday/July 17

THE ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather
at 6:30 p.m. at the Gopher Bar in downtown
St. Paul for Coney Islands before embarking
on a three-mile hike along the Mississippi
River at 7:30 p.m. New members are
welcome. Call Charlotte at 651-455-0052.

A MENTAL HEALTH support group

for adults ages 18-30 meets from 6-7:30
p.m. today and the first and third Tuesday
of every month at Macalester Plymouth
United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. The
group is facilitated by young adults with

a mental illness who are doing well in
recovery. It is sponsored by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness. For information,
call Tess at 507-226-3369.

Wednesday/July18

WARD 4 CITY COUNCIL hopefuls
Shirley Erstad, David Martinez and Mitra
Jalali Nelson will take part in a candidates
forum beginning at 7 p.m. in Room 100
of the University of St. Thomas’ McNeely
Hall on the southwest corner of Summit
and Cleveland avenues. The forum is
cosponsored by the Macalester-Groveland
Community Council. Free parking is
available in St. Thomas’ surface lots and the
ramp at Grand and Cretin avenues.
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District Council News

Highland Park

highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

National Night Out—Residents are being encouraged to
hold a block party during National Night Out on Tuesday, Au-
gust 7. They can register their parties at tinyurl.com/ycyxencl.
Sergeant Fuzz, the St. Paul Police Departments first comfort
dog, will be co-hosting three events that day. People may sub-
mit an application by July 15 stating in words, verse, video
or song why he should join their party. Email submissions
to Patty Lammers at patricia.lammmers@ci.stpaul.mn.us or
mail them to 367 Grove St., St. Paul, MN 55101. The Highland
District Council also has more information about National
Night Out on its website under “events.

BrightSide FarmStands—The BrightSide FarmStands will
host a Neighborhood Pod again this year, with food pickups
from 7-8:45 p.m. on Thursdays at the Highland Park Commu-
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The cost is $10 a week. Register
at brightsidempls.org/collections/neighborhood-pods.

St. Luke Farmers’ Market—The farmers’ market has begun
its fourth season at St. Luke Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave.
The market is open from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday through
October 6. The market will feature fresh produce and baked
breads at first, and then will expand to include other bakery
items and beef. The market accepts EBT, debit and credit
cards. Watch for updates on its Facebook page.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, July 10; Community Development Committee,
7 p.m. Tuesday, July 17; board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday,
July 19. The meetings will all be held at the Highland Park
Community Center. For other meetings, see the website.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org « 651-695-4000

Native gardens—Unlike its Alley Garden Awards, the
Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s annual Native
Garden Awards rely exclusively on nominations. The nomina-
tion deadline is July 13, and the winners will be determined
by the end of August. For information and a nomination form,
visit macgrove.org/what-we-do/nga.

Mac-Grove Fest—Exhibitors are now being accepted for
Mac-Grove Fest, which will be held from 2-6 p.m. Saturday,
September 8, at the Groveland Recreation Center fields on St.
Clair and Prior avenues. The day will feature exhibits, music,
food and children's activities. The registration deadline is July
13. Visit macgrove.org/what-we-do/macgrovefest.

Mac-Grove garage sale—Registration is now open for the
Great Macalester-Groveland Garage Sale that will take place
rain or shine from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday August 25. The fee is
$20 for households and $30 for businesses, and includes a ga-
rage sale sign and inclusion in all advertising. Register online
at macgrove.org/garagesale or pick up a form in the office at
the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St.

Ward 4 candidate forum—A forum for the three candi-
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dates seeking the Ward 4 seat on the St. Paul City Council
will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 18, in McNeely
Hall at Summit and Cleveland avenues on the University of St.
Thomas campus. Shirley Erstad, Mitra Jalali Nelson and David
Martinez are running in the special election, which will take
place during the primary election on Tuesday, August 14.

Battling the borer—Those who are curious about the city’s
efforts to combat the emerald ash borer infestation are invited
to join the community council’s Environment Committee
for a discussion at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 24, at the Edgcumbe
Recreation Center. City staff will be present to answer ques-
tions, which can be submitted in advance by emailing mgcc@
macgrove.org.

Blend Awards—Now in St. Paul, the Blend Awards recog-
nize new remodels, newly constructed homes and a multitude
of other projects that fit into the fabric of a neighborhood. The
award was created in 2007 in Minneapolis to encourage sensi-
tive redevelopment. The deadline for submissions is July 31.
Learn more or submit a project at blendaward.org.

Get involved—The community council has an opening on
its board for a Grid 3 representative. It also has four stand-
ing committees that meet once a month. Those who attend
three consecutive committee meetings can become voting
members. Visit macgrove.org/who-we-are/board.

Upcoming meetings—Community Building Committee,
6:30 p.m. Monday, July 9; Transportation Committee, 6:30
p.m. Monday, July 23; Environment Committee, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, July 24; Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 25, Groveland Recreation Center. The meet-
ings will be held at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center unless
otherwise noted.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org « 651-222-1222

Accessory dwelling units—The Summit Hill Associations
Zoning and Land Use Committee will hold a public meeting
on Thursday, July 19, regarding the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission’s June 1 recommendation to allow homeowners city-
wide to add accessory dwellings. The meeting will be held at
7 p.m. at the Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave.
The SHA was not advised of the proposed citywide expansion
until June 6 and has asked the city to allow additional time for
residents to learn more about the changes. The City Council’s
public hearing on the matter was subsequently rescheduled
from July 11 to August 15. Senior city planner Jamie Radel
will be at the July 19 meeting to present the city’s findings and
answer questions. Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca No-
ecker will also attend to listen to neighborhood concerns. The
SHA committee’s recommendation will be voted on by the full
SHA board on August 9 before it is sent to the City Council.
For information, visit tinyurl.com/ya32mbzh. Those who are
unable to attend the July 19 meeting may call the SHA oftfice
or email their comments to info@summithillassociation.org.
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Union Park
unionparkdc.org « 651-645-6887

O’Gara’s redevelopment—The Union Park District Coun-
cil's Committee on Land Use and Economic Development will
host a discussion about the O’'Gara’s mixed-use redevelopment
project during its next meeting on Monday, July 16. A five-
story, 163-unit apartment building is being proposed at 164 N.
Snelling Ave., with a smaller O'Gara’s and other commercial
space on the first floor. The meeting will take place from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. in Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University
Ave. For more information, email brandon@unionparkdc.org.

Rethinking I-94—Throughout the summer, the UPDC will
host a series of four events to engage neighbors on topics relat-
ing to I-94 with support from the Metropolitan Council and
Minnesota Department of Transportation. Each event will fea-
ture live entertainment, free food and volunteers who will dis-
cuss the future of I-94 in Union Park. The first event will take
place from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, July 15, at 1585 Marshall
Ave. The discussion will be on Ayd Mill Road and a mural on
the railroad bridge over Snelling and Marshall avenues. For
information, visit tinyurl.com/ycdhpxoo.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 6:30
p.m. Monday, July 9, 1821 University Ave., Suite 330; Commit-
tee on Land Use and Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, July 16, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 University
Ave.; Environment and Parks Committee, 7 p.m. Wednesday,
July 18, Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony
Ave.

West 7th
fortroadfederation.org « 651-298-5599

Board update—At its June 11 board meeting, the West
Seventh/Fort Road Federation heard a presentation about a
new house to be built at 334 St. Clair Ave. The board voted to
support four variances that the property owner is requesting
from the city to build on the site. Also during the meeting, rep-
resentatives of the Day by Day Cafe presented their concerns
regarding a request to expand residential permit parking on
Goodrich Avenue and Douglas Street south of West Seventh
Street. Residents of the area also spoke with the board about
their petition and parking concerns. The board took no ac-
tion. City planner Lucy Thompson presented highlights of the
city’s draft 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The board also heard
a presentation about early voting in Ramsey County and the
need for election judges. For information, visit rcelections.org.

Housing survey—The Fort Road Federation wants to
hear from more residents, including renters and owners, on
its housing survey. The survey can be taken online in English
at z.umn.edu/West7survey or in person in English, Spanish,
Hmong or Somali at the West Seventh Community Center,
265 Oneida St.

Upcoming meeting—The next board of directors meeting
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, July 9, at 974 W. Seventh St.
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A parable for
the present day

Corporate consultation
devolves into conspiracy
theories in Gremlin parody

By FRANK JossI

play Ideation, a group of

seemingly innocuous corporate
consultants return from Greece to
discuss their research and debate
viable solutions to the tremendous
challenges faced by their client.
As the consultants unwind before
a whiteboard, the list of possible
solutions becomes increasingly
horrifying.

“It’s sort of a what happens
when a brainstorming session goes
wrong; said Gremlin founder and
artistic director Peter Christian
Hansen, who produces and
performs in Ideation. “It becomes a
thriller and a conspiracy play that's
really funny, too”

Ideation, which opens on July
6 on Gremlin's new stage at 550
N. Vandalia St., is both a parody
of corporate life and a frightening
parable for the present day. Written
by Aaron Loeb and first performed
a few years ago, the drama has
been described as a psychological
contest that is both amusing and
intriguing.

The consultants are given 90
minutes to come up with a plan
for their client. “We don't learn
the nefarious nature (of the
enterprise) until we're a little into
the play;” said Hansen, a resident
of Merriam Park. Meanwhile,
the characters in the board room
become increasingly paranoid and
ultimately turn on one another.

“Ideation presents the characters
and the audience with a moral
dilemma,” Hanson said. The
consultants are extremely

In Gremlin Theatre’s new

competitive. They are willing to
take any job no matter the risk,
and the conspiracy theories they
concoct are part and parcel of the
current political climate, he added.

The play is ensemble-based with
no real starring role. In addition to
Hansen, the cast includes Katherine
Kupiecki, Nikhil Pandey, Brian P.
Joyce and Ben Shaw. Directing the
production is Brian Balcom, who
has directed three other plays for
Gremlin, including Don’t Dress for
Dinner, which inaugurated its 120-
seat thrust theater a year ago.

“I think Ideation fits the general
way our society is going,” said
Joyce, a veteran thespian from St.
Paul's Midway neighborhood, who
plays an engineering consultant
in the show. “We're not looking
forward to a bright future, and
that leads to negative thinking and
easily believed conspiracy theories.
It drives a wedge between people
and leads to the divide Americans
are in now.’

Joyce has acted and directed
on Twin Cities stages for three
decades, but this is his first
performance at Gremlin. He
recently directed the Agatha
Christie mystery And Then There
Were None at Theatre in the
Round in Minneapolis, and he has
performed at Park Square Theatre
in St. Paul.

Ideation will wrap up the
Gremlin's 20th season and its first
season in Vandalia Tower, the
renovated old mattress factory off
of University Avenue and Vandalia
Street. The troupe has presented
four shows there over the past
year, and rented out the space to

Peter Christian Hansen, Nikhil Pandey and Brian P. Joyce play corporate consultants who like a challenge in
Gremlin Theatre’s new production of Ideation. pHoto sy saRAH BAUER

“Ideation’ fits the
general way our
society is going. We're
not looking forward
to a bright future, and
that leads to negative
thinking and easily
believed conspiracy
theories. It leads to
the divide Americans
are in now.”

other organizations in between
productions.

“The theater is in use year-round
without a break,” Hansen said.
“We've had quite a good response
from the groups using it. They
really enjoy the place”

Among those organizations
were Frank Theatre, New Native
Theatre, the Classical Actors
Ensemble, Chameleon Theatre
Circle, SOS Theater, Theatre
Unbound, TaikoArts Midwest,

Walking Shadow Theatre and a
handful of other groups.

Gremlin has a rich history in St.
Paul. In the early years it performed
at various venues before creating
the Loading Dock Theatre in
downtown St. Paul in 2002. After
six years there, Gremlin moved into
a new 100-seat theater at University
and Raymond avenues until 2013,
when it became itinerant again
before settling at Vandalia Tower.

Hanson figures Gremlin has
produced more than 60 plays
involving hundreds of actors over
the years. Generally, it has focused
on unfamiliar and unusual dramas
that benefit from being performed
in an intimate space.

“Part of what we've tried to do
is give audiences a chance to sit
up near the stage and experience
live performance up close;” he
said. “T like plays that make people
think and explore the human
condition—more so the personal
issues rather than social issues”

Hansen’s goal in opening the
new space “was to become a
neighborhood theater, because
there wasn't such a thing where

people who live close could catch
a show and see a wide variety

of stuff,” he said. “The focus has
been on theater, but 'm always
looking for ways Gremlin can be
aresource for the community and
for anybody who wants to come
here and use the space if there’s not
a play that night”

Gremlin has benefitted from its
convenient location close to I-94,
the light-rail Green Line and a
popular craft brewery just down
the hall where patrons can buy a
beer before the show or during
intermission and take it back to
the theater. “Bertolt Brecht said
a theater without beer is just a
museum,” Hansen said.

Ideation will be performed at
7:30 p.m. Thursdays through
Saturdays and at 3 p.m. Sundays
through July 29. Tickets are $28,
$25 for seniors and Minnesota
Fringe Festival button holders, half
their age for patrons under age 30,
and whatever patrons can afford
for the additional show at 7:30 p.m.
Monday;, July 16. For reservations,
visit gremlintheatre.org or call
1-888-718-4253.
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On the Town Briefly

Books

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play host
to readings and discussions with authors
Gary Evans and his thriller, Death by Poison,
Friday, July 6; Matt Goldman and his sus-
pense novel, Broken Ice, Wednesday, July 11;
Kimberly Bell and her thriller, Three Days
Missing, Thursday, July 12; Archie Bongio-
vanni and Tristan Jimerson and their Quick
& Easy Guide to They/Them Pronouns,
Tuesday, July 17; and Lorin Robinson and
his adventure novel, The 13: Ashi-niswi,
Thursday, July 19. The programs are all free
and begin at 7 p.m. Call 651-493-2791.

Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave.,
will play host to free readings and discussions
with poets Stefan Lovasik and Bruce Weigl
and their new collections, Absolution and On
the Shores of Welcome Home, respectively, at
2 p.m. Sunday; July 15; and Ottessa Mosh-
fegh and her new novel, My Year of Rest and
Relaxation, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 17. Call
651-225-8989.

The Great Books Discussions Group
continues on Wednesday, July 11, with

a roundtable on the short story “Sonny’s
Blues” by James Baldwin. A civil rights
activist, Baldwin wrote with eloquence and
force about the African American experi-
ence in a predominantly white society. The
discussion begins at 5 p.m. at the University
Club, 420 Summit Ave. Call 651-285-7550 or
email kingmuelken@q.com.

Exhibits

Summit Avenue Walking Tours highlight-
ing the Gilded Age mansions that line

the street and the people who built them
and owned them, are being offered by the
Minnesota Historical Society on weekends
through September. The 90-minute tours
step out at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m. on
Saturdays and noon and 2 p.m. Sundays
from the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit
Ave. The cost is $14, $12 seniors and college
students, $10 for children ages 5-17. Visit
mnhs.org/calendar.

Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761 Raymond
Ave,, is exhibiting the pottery of Nick

Earl and the paintings of Sandra Peterson
through July 20. Earl’s wheel-thrown pots are
influenced by Korean, Japanese and English
folk traditions. Peterson projects human
emotions in her renditions of wild animals.
Call 651-644-9200.

“St. Paul ReViewed,” a look at Minnesota’s
capital city through the eyes of its artists, is
being displayed throughout the summer at
Landmark Center. The show includes three
installations: “Our St. Paul: Celebrating

125 Years of the St. Paul Camera Club”

in the North Gallery; “Explorations,”
photographs by Michelle Daniels and Brad
Daniels, in the second floor galleria and
third floor balcony; and “All About St. Paul:
A City in Watercolors” by painter Jeanne
Kosfeld that opens on July 19 in the North
Gallery. Several pieces from Landmark
Center’s permanent collection are also
being shown, including Bill Hosko’s oil

on canvas “Daybreak in Rice Park,” Anna
Metcalfes porcelain and iron work “Letters
to Landmark,” and Norbert Marklin’s photo
mural “St. Paul Skyline Triptych” Landmark
Center will offer Sketching St. Paul, a free
workshop on rendering architecture and
nature, from 10 a.m.-noon Saturday, August
11, and from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, August 19. For
workshop reservations, call 651-292-1239.

Explore St. Paul’s historic downtown or
riverfront areas on free, guided walking
tours beginning at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays

“Art at St. Kate’s,” a juried fair featuring the works of 107 artists and crafts-
people from the Upper Midwest, will return on Saturday, July 7, to the bucolic grounds
of St. Catherine University. Running from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., the show and sale will feature a
multitude of media, including painting, photography, printmaking, pottery, sculpture, fi-
ber art, blown and stained glass and mixed media along with jewelry, leather handbags
and belts, hand-woven scarves and shawls, quilts, turned wood, handmade paper and
original cards. Pictured above (clockwise from the upper left) are the works of Colleen
Riley, Joanna Buyert, Kristin Schue and Jan Raven.

through September. The area around Rice
Park will be explored on July 11 and the
second Wednesday of every month. The
Heart of the City Tour will travel down St.
Peter Street past some of the city’s most
famous landmarks and influential buildings
on July 18 and the third Wednesday of each
month. The Great River Tour will follow the
mighty Mississippi on July 25 and the fourth
Wednesday of each month, highlighting the
role the river played in St. Paul history. For
reservations, call 651-292-3063.

“Everything is Everything Else,” an exhibit
of paintings, collages and photographs by
Kerry Pennings and Larry Nelson, is open
for viewing from 5:30-6:45 p.m. Thursday,
July 5, and from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
July 7, at Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th Ave. S.
in Minneapolis. Call 612-728-5745 or visit
vineartscenter.org.

“Courage and Compassion,” a traveling
exhibit of the Japanese- American experience
during World War II, is on view through
September 3 in the Visitor Center at Historic
Fort Snelling. Funded in part by a grant
from the National Park Service, “Courage
and Compassion” covers the war years, from
Pearl Harbor to the incarceration of Japanese
Americans in camps to the postwar fight for
redress. Fort Snelling was also the site of the
U.S. Military Intelligence Service Language
School where 6,000-plus Japanese Americans
trained as linguists prior to embarking for
the Pacific or China-Burma-India theaters
of the war. The hours of the exhibit are 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 10

a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Visit mnhs.
org/fortsnelling.

“Art and Healing: In the Moment,” 15
paintings, sculptures, videos, posters and
textile works by Twin Cities artists created

in response to the fatal shooting of Philando
Castile in a traffic stop by a Falcon Heights
police officer in 2016, are being displayed
through July 29 at the Minneapolis Institute
of Art, 2400 3rd Ave. S. Some of the works
were given to the Castile family to foster their
healing and are being shared by the family
for the exhibit. Admission is free. On Fridays
during the exhibit’s run, workshops and
discussions will be held around the issues of
injustice and healing. They, too, are free, but
reservations are recommended. Call 612-
870-3280.

“Somalis in Minnesota,” the story of the
largest population of Somali immigrants

in the United States, is being told in a new
exhibit at the Minnesota History Center,

345 W. Kellogg Pkwy. The 2,400-square-foot
show includes a reconstructed nomadic

hut, photos and artifacts augmented by
commentary by Somali-American historians,
and videos and interactive photo panels that
introduce Somali Americans across the state.
Admission to the History Center is $12, $10
for seniors, students and veterans, $6 for
children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3000.

The work of students in St. Catherine Uni-
versity’s 2018 Women’s Art Institute Summer
Studio Intensive will be displayed from July
14-28 in the Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at
St. Catherine. The gallery is open from 1-6

p.m. daily. An opening reception will be held
from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, July 14.

McKnight artist fellowship and residency
recipients Xilam Balam, Mic Stowell, Eva
Kwong, Forrest Lesch-Middelton, Anthony
Stellacio and Kosmas Ballis will display
their ceramics from July 14 through August
26 in the Main Gallery and Emily Galusha
Gallery at the Northern Clay Center, 2424
E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis. An opening
reception will be held from 1-4 p.m. Satur-
day, July 14, in conjunction with the clay
center’s annual summer open house. The
free event will feature live music, hands-on
activities, clay games and refreshments. Call
612-339-8007.

“Black & White Blues,” a pop-up exhibit of
photographer Marc Norberg’s iconic images
of blues musicians, will be displayed from
July 19-22 at the Show Gallery Lowertown,
346 N. Sibley St. Audio recordings of the
musicians will accompany their portraits.
An opening party will be held from 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, July 19. Admission is free.

Theater

The game’s afoot in a hilarious thriller that’s
anything but elementary. Playwright Ken
Ludwig’s Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes
Mystery is playing at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays
through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays
through August 5 on the proscenium stage
at Park Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh
Place. Directed by Theo Langason, the
comical mystery stars Eric Sumangil, Sara
Richardson, Marika Proctor, McKenna
Kelly-Eiding and Ricardo Beaird. For ticket
information, call 651-291-7005 or visit
parksquaretheatre.org.

Shakespeare & Company is presenting three
plays in repertory on weekends through

July 29 in the outdoor theater at Century
College, 3300 Century Ave. in White Bear
Lake. The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar
Wilde’s satirical walk through the parlors and
gardens of Victorian England, plays on July
6, 8, 14, 22 and 27. Antony and Cleopatra,
Shakespeare’s take on a power couple for the
ages, will be staged on July 7, 15, 20 and 28.
The Comedy of Errors, gets a circus-world
twist with shows on July 13, 21 and 29. Show
times are 7 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and
6 p.m. Sunday. Bring a blanket or lawn chair
and a picnic supper if you like. Tickets are
$20, $15 for seniors and students, free for
children under age 10. Call 651-779-5818.

Glensheen, Jeffrey Hatcher and Chan Poling’s
dark comedy about the 1977 murders of
Duluth millionaire Elisabeth Congdon and
her nurse Velma Pietila, will return from July
5-29 to the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St.
The musical stars Jennifer Maren and Dane
Stauffer as chief suspects Marjorie Congdon
and Roger Caldwell. Tickets are $25-$58. Call
651-292-4323 or visit historytheatre.com.

The Rodgers and Hammerstein musical
State Fair will be performed by the Rosetown
Playhouse on July 6-8 and 13-15 in the
Spring Cafe at Como Pavilion, 1360 N. Lex-
ington Pkwy. Show times are 7 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays and 1 p.m. Sundays. Tickets
are $15, $12 for seniors and students age 6
and older, $10 for children age 5 and under.

Jeeves in Bloom, a comedy by playwright
Margaret Raether based on the characters

of PG. Wodehouse, will open on July 6 at
Theater in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. The play tells of the adventures
of Bertie Wooster and his valet Jeeves who
pay a visit to the English countryside and
Bertie’s school chum Gussie. Soon, Bertie

is fending off the advances of the fanciful
Madeline Basset, reluctantly participating in
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a burglary and fleeing from a homicidal
French chef. Show times are 7:30 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays through July 29. Tickets are
$22 with discounts for seniors and
students. Call 612-333-3010 or visit
theatreintheround.org.

The Mill City Summer Opera will
perform Bizets Carmen from July
13-24 in the Ruin Courtyard at Mill
City Museum, 704 S. Second St.,
Minneapolis. Set in 19th-century Spain,
Carmen tells of the love and jealousy of
Don José, who is lured away from his
military post and beloved Micaela by a
cigar factory girl. Fenlon Lamb directs
the production, which stars Audrey
Babcock, Adam Diegel, Karen Slack
and Luis Orozco. The soloists will be
accompanied by a live orchestra and

a chorus of 24 singers and dancers.
Show times are 7:30 p.m. July 13, 15,
17, 19, 20, 22 and 24. An hour-long
family show will be presented at 10:30
a.m. Wednesday, July 18. Tickets

are $50-$125 for the evening shows,
$200-$250 for opening night, and $5
for adults and free for children for the
matinee. Call 612-875-5544 or visit
millcitysummeropera.org.

Mamma Mia!, the Tony Award-
winning musical set to the hits of the
Swedish band Abba, will open a three-
week run on July 17 at the Ordway
Music Theater. Set on a Greek island,
the drama tells of an unforgettable
trip down the aisle taken by a mother,
a daughter and the daughter’s three
possible fathers. Directed by Martha
Banta, it stars Christine Sherrill,

Ann Michels, Erin Schwab, Caroline
Innerbichler, Robert O. Berdahl, Dieter
Bierbrauer and Aloysius Gigl. Show
times are 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday

and Sunday. Tickets start at $48. Visit
ordway.org or call 651-224-4222.

Music

Como Lakeside Pavilion’s Spring Cafe,
1360 N. Lexington Pkwy., will play
host to free concerts by the following
performers, all at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise indicated: Como Pops at 3
p-m. and Daddy Squeeze at 6 p.m. July
4; Beer Choir, July 5; Stan's Big Bone
Band, July 8; Fridley City Band, July 9;
North Star Chorus Barbershop Edition,
July 10; Minnesota Sinfonia “On the
Lighter Side;” July 11; Beasley’s Big
Band, July 15; Celebration Jazz Band,
July 16; Greater Twin Cities Youth
Symphonies, July 17; and Zacc Harris, 5
p.m. July 18.

For the Love, a free hip-hop festival
featuring 22 musical acts, dance
performances and live art installations,
will be held from noon-9 p.m. Saturday;,
July 7, in Mears Park in downtown St.
Paul.

The Minnesota Orchestra under the
baton of Akiko Fujimoto will perform
classical favorites, film scores, Sousa
marches and more in a free concert at
7:30 p.m. Monday, July 9, at the Lake
Harriet Bandshell in Minneapolis.

Pianist Don Irwin will take a seat at
the Steinway and perform ragtime,
rhapsodies and requests in recital from
2-3:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 10, in the
gallery of the James J. Hill House, 240
Summit Ave. Tickets are $28.50. For
reservations, call 651-489-5771.

Bands on the Boulevard, the
Minnesota History Center’s free
outdoor concert series, continues from
6:30-9 p.m. on Tuesdays in July at 345

W. Kellogg Blvd. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket and enjoy an evening of R&B
and funk by Soul Tight Committee on
July 10 and country tunes by Saddle
Sores on July 17. Food and beverages
will be available for purchase. The
History Center’s galleries will be open
to the public free of charge from 3-9
p-m. Call 651-259-3000.

Music in the Cafe, Landmark Center’s
free lunchtime concert series, returns at
noon Wednesdays in the sky-lit Musser
Cortile. Bring a bag lunch or purchase
food from Anita’s Cafe and enjoy jazz
and rock singer Lee Engele on July 11.

Northrop Auditorium’s plaza is
resonating with the live music of Twin
Cities bands from noon-1 p.m. on
Wednesdays. The schedule includes
acoustic guitarists Tim Sparks and Phil
Heywood on July 11; and Forever Elvis
with Art Kistler and the EP Boulevard
Show Band, July 18. Admission is free.
In case of rain, the concert will be
moved inside Northrop.

Groovin’ in the Garden, a series of free
outdoor concerts by some of the best
bands in the Twin Cities, continues
from 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays outside of
the Conservatory in Como Park. The
schedule includes Soul Beautiful on
July 11 and Paddy Wagon on July 18.
Music lovers are invited to pack a picnic
supper, dancing shoes and blanket. And
bring the children. A climbing wall,
bouncy house and lawn games will

be available along with hot dogs, ice
cream, beer, wine and soda. In case of
rain, the event will be moved inside the
Conservatory.

The history of rock n’ roll in
Minnesota will be told by music writer
Rick Shefchik, author of Everybody’s
Heard About the Bird, from 6-7:30 p.m.

public house

651-292-0444
sajiya.com |
«» 695 Grand Avenue | St. Paul - |

651-222-7345 651-225-8248

dixiesongrand.com emmettspublichouse.com

T
é
“Glensheen” kills
it with wit!
-- Star Tribune

IVEY-AWARD WINNING
MUSICAL RETURNS

Book by JEFFREY HATCHER
Music & lyrics by CHAN POLING

historytheatre.com
651-292-4323

Distory theatre

Daryl Werneke
612.578.4483

daryl@aspencl.com
=

PRIME HIGHLAND PARK LOCATION

DESIGNED BY THE
FOUNDER OF THE LEXINGTON

2 COURTYARDS
EXPANDING OVER TWO CITY LOTS

ENJOYTHE EASE OF LIVING

4 Bedrooms | 5 Baths
Indoor Grill
3 Fireplaces - Wood & Gas
2 Garage Stalls
Built 1951
4,485 total sq ft
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Friday, July 13, at the Sibley Historic Site,
1357 Sibley Memorial Hwy. in Mendota.
From St. Paul's Augie Garcia to Fargos Bobby
Vee, Shefchik traces the roots of rock in the
North Star State and the 1960s explosion

of such bands as the Trashmen, Gestures,
Castaways and Underbeats. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. Tickets are $20, and that includes
light refreshments and one drink for patrons
age 21 and older. Call 651-452-1596.

Live from Indiana, the Fort Wayne
Childrens Choir will present a free concert
at 2 p.m. Saturday, July 14, at Mount Olive
Lutheran Church, 3045 Chicago Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. Call 612-827-5919.

Family

Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy.,
will offer the following free programs: baby
storytime at 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday;
Nature Smart, a trading post in natural his-
tory, biology and geology, 4 p.m. Wednes-
days; Createch, high-tech fun for teenagers,
3:30 p.m. every Thursday; Yarn Night, 6:15
p-m. Thursday, July 5; children’s storytime,

for author Patricia Sutton and her
latest book, Capsized! The Forgotten
Story of the SS Eastland Disaster,

at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, July 7. For
information, call 651-224-8320.

Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charl-
ton St. and 365 W. Marie Ave. in

West St. Paul, will offer the following:

Nature After Dinner, an exploration
of volcanoes and volcanic rock, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 12 (cost is
$7 per child accompanied by at least
one adult); a family campfire with
songs, stories and roasted marsh-

mallows followed by a hike, 6:30-7:30

p-m. Monday, July 23 ($7, $20 per
family); Farm Tour, 10-11:30 a.m.

Saturday, July 28 ($7, $20 per family).

To register, call 651-455-4531 or visit
dodgenaturecenter.org.

The Rockin’ Tale of Snow White,

a musical version of the Brothers
Grimm story that just may have you
laughing out loud, will be performed
on July 13 and 14 by the St. Mark’s
Children’s Community Theater. The
curtain rises on this 27th annual

is $14, $12 for seniors, $10 for children ages
5-17. Call 612-341-7555.

Film

Bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy the
following movies under the stars, compli-
ments of the St. Paul Department of Parks
and Recreation: West Side Story on July 16 at
Como Lakeside Pavilion, 1360 N. Lexington
Pkwy.; The Incredibles (2004), July 19, Grove-
land Recreation Center, 2021 St. Clair Ave,;
and Moonstruck, July 20, Highland Park
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. All
screenings are free and begin around dusk.

The Registry, a documentary about the
U.S. Army’s Military Intelligence Service
Language School, which trained thousands
of Japanese-American men and women

as interrogators, interpreters and linguists
during World War II in California, Savage
and Fort Snelling, will be shown at 1 p.m.
Saturday, July 14, at Historic Fort Snelling.
The Registry profiles surviving veterans of the
Military Intelligence Service. A discussion
with filmmaker Steve Ozone will follow the

TO OZ? Ava Paulson (top), Ella Martin, Dominic
Valladares, Marisa Schwab and Davyd Barchuk star
in SteppingStone Theatre’s The Wizard of Oz, play-
ing mornings, afternoons and evenings from July
13-28 on the stage at 55 N. Victoria St. Seventeen
performances are scheduled, though nine are sold

out. For ticket information, call 651-225-9265.
PHOTO BY DAN NORMAN

11 a.m. every Saturday and 10:30 a.m. every screening. Admission is free.

Monday; GED class, 5:45 p.m. every Tues-
day; Ambaric storytime, 6 p.m. every Tues-
day; Tinker Tuesday, a workshop for adults
in relief printing for note cards or art prints, 6
p.m. July 17; Paw Pals, a chance for kids ages
6-12 to read with a dog and its mistress, 4
p.m. Wednesday, July 18. Call 651-695-3700.

production by the parish’s talented
young thespians at 7 p.m. Friday and
Saturday in the gymnasium at St.
MarKs School, Prior and Marshall
avenues. Admission is $5, $3 for
children in grades K-8, free for kids
under age 5. Cool treats will be
available at the concession stand.

Et cetera

The Bell Museum, after nearly three years of
planning and construction, will hold a grand
opening on July 13-15 at its new location

at 2088 W. Larpenteur Ave. Established

in 1872, the Bell is Minnesotas official
natural history museum. It merged with the
Minnesota Planetarium Society in 2011, and
the new facility includes a 120-seat full-dome
planetarium, a Touch & See Lab with all
kinds of live creatures, high-tech exhibits in
the natural sciences, the renowned wildlife
dioramas fully restored, and a variety of out-
door learning experiences.

featuring live hens, 11 a.m.-noon Tuesday,
July 10; Circus Manduhai, the acrobatics of
a Mongolian family, 11 a.m.-noon Tuesday,
July 24. Call 651-642-0385.

Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave.,
will play host to the following free events:
a talk and Q&A with author Richelle Mead
and her new book, The Emerald Sea, at
6:30 p.m. Friday, July 6; and a launch party

Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.,
will offer the following free programs: Paw
Pals, a chance for children ages 6-12 to read
with a friendly dog and its mistress, 6-7 p.m.
Thursday, July 5; family storytime, 10:30-11
a.m. every Friday; Maker Camp, hands-on
activities for children ages 7 to 11, 3-5 p.m.
Mondays and Fridays beginning July 9;
Summer Spark, an introduction to chickens

Explore the Minneapolis riverfront on

a family treasure hunt from 10:30-noon
Saturday, July 14, beginning at the Mill City
Museum, 704 S. Second St. in Minneapolis.
Make a treasure hunt journal, solve rhymed
riddles, search for hidden boxes and uncover
some Minneapolis history in the process. The
program is designed for ages 6-11. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. The cost

- Home lmnrnvemi

Nearly 7 out of 10 of our readers own homes.

(And 10 out of 10 would welcome some home improvement.)

The Villager’s upcoming Home Improvement issue will reach over 104,000
readers at a time when they’re ready to start getting busy around the house.
According to a recent survey of Villager readers,* 49% planned to purchase
home furnishings in the next 12 months, 44% home improvements, 31% home
heating and air conditioning, and 39% landscaping. And they’ll be looking

to the Villager for ideas on where to go to purchase them. Placing your ad in
front of them now would be like hitting the nail on the head.

UPCOMING HOME IMPROVEMENT ISSUE:
August 29, September 12 & 26
Reservations due: August 23, September 6 & 20

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

VILLAGER

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University,
Summit Hill, West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Circulation Verification Council

%2017 Villager Audit conducted by the

THE HIGHLAND PARK SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
ALL-NIGHT PARTY PLANNING COMMITTEE

WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE LOCAL
BUSINESSES FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATIONS
IN MAKING OUR PARTY A SUCCESS

Afton Alps
Agra Culture
Al Vento
Bibelot Shop
Breadsmith

Brown’s Ice Cream Company

Buffalo Wild Wings
Candyland

Caribou Coffee
Chianti Grill
Chipotle

Davanni’s
Domino’s Pizza
Escape MSP
Gertens Nursery
Grand Shanghai
Green Mill
Highland Bank
Highland Grill
Highland Park Alumni Golf

Hiway Credit Union-
Scots Branch

Jimmy John’s

Kim’s Kitchen
Kowalski’s Market
Leitner’s Garden Center

Luci Ancora
Lunds & Byerlys

Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum

Minnesota Zoo
Mississippi Market
Mojo Monkey Donuts
Nina’s Coffee Café
O’Gara’s Bar & Grill
Panera

Pizza Lucé

P.J. Murphy’s Bakery
Potbelly

Punch Neapolitan Pizza
Regina’s Fine Candies
Schuler Shoes

Target - Highland Park
Tavial Grill

TeaSource

The Italian Pie Shoppe
The Uptowner Café

The Villager
Van’s Paper Co.
Vina

Wouollet Bakery
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The Wright Call

' By Dave Wright

Something for
Mauer to ponder

ill Freehan was an imposing presence behind the
Bplate. At 6-foot-3, 205 pounds, the former Michigan

linebacker served as the main catcher for the Detroit
Tigers from 1961 until he retired at the end of the 1976
season. He caught 1,577 games, was an eight-time All-Star
and a five-time Gold Glove winner who had a .262 career
batting average with 200 home runs.

Freehan was a hometown hero and key member of the
1968 Detroit team that won the World Series. He was
honored with a bobblehead giveaway a few weeks ago as part
of that city’s celebration of the 50th anniversary of the team.
Many people thought that on the day of the giveaway hed be
on hand to throw out the first pitch. Unfortunately, Freehan
couldn’t be there. Now 76, he’s rumored to have such a severe
case of Alzheimer’s that he doesn’t even know his own name.

Freehan’s godson Blaise Salter, who was a 24-year-old
prospect in the Detroit system, told this to a reporter when he
retired from the game earlier this year after suffering a pair of
concussions in an eight-month period: “Seeing Bill, the way
his health has been, it’s definitely been an eye-opener for me.
I saw it firsthand how concussions affected his life. Obviously,
he had way more than I did, with the lack of equipment
back in the day. To see that, I really thought about my own
life. I wanted to do anything I could to prevent that from
happening to me”

The above narrative may come into play locally soon. St.
Paul native Joe Mauer is 35 years old and in the last year of
his contract with the Minnesota Twins. While there’s much
speculation as to whether the Twins will re-sign him or
release him to play elsewhere, Mauer may be looking at more
than just numbers to make his decision.

Mauer caught 920 games from 2004-13. He has since
moved to first base, spending some time as a designated
hitter as well. Moving away from the plate has helped, but
Mauer spent time on the disabled list earlier this year with
the renewal of his concussion-like symptoms. Having earned
roughly $184 million during his current eight-year contract,
one presumes he’s well-fixed financially. As the parent of twin
girls who turn 5 this month, he may well want to simply walk
away from the game and spend time watching them grow up.

In Freehan's day, there were only a few pitchers who could
throw 90 mph or faster. Now each team has them at their
beck and call. At that speed, it doesn’t take a lot of foul balls
to the head to get woozy. And as Mauer has discovered, even
after you step away from behind the plate the symptoms can
come back.

Like Mauer, Tim Tschida is a St. Paul native and Cretin-
Derham Hall graduate. Tschida spent 27 years as a major
league umpire, working more than 4,000 games, including
850 of them behind the plate. He also was vulnerable to foul
balls that whistled past the catcher’s mitt. In Freehan's day,
guys like Tschida, who turned 58 this year, would still be
working major league games. But Tschida retired six years
ago following his fourth concussion.

“It was a big factor in my decision,” Tschida said of the
concussions. “The neurologist told me I was one or two head
blows away from serious damage””

The effects of a concussion stay with a person long after the
fact. “You'll be cutting your lawn and then you suddenly have
to sit down,” Tschida said. “You'll feel good for a few days and
suddenly you're dizzy again”

Now mix in standing like an umpire or a first baseman for
three hours a day plus getting on a plane and traveling to and
fro and you can start to comprehend the difficulties.

Tschida added another element to the dilemma currently
facing catchers and umpires. “The old masks used to be made
of steel,” he said. “The mask absorbed a lot of the blow. Now
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On the upSWing—HighIand program is

helping even more girls hone their softball skills

By BiLL WAGNER

r I the primary goal of the Highland
Ball softball program is simple.
According to association director

Vic Murphy; it’s to get and keep young-
er girls interested in playing fast-pitch
softball. Though there are challenges in
meeting that objective, including find-
ing enough fields, proponents of the
program believe theyre offering some-
thing special to local youngsters.

“The reality is that softball is kind of a
suburban sport,” Murphy said, “but we
have a unique program here”

The softball program is a division of
Highland Ball, which also includes Little
League and Hi-Tower baseball teams.
According to Murphy, the organization’s
youth softball program is the largest
one of its kind still operating in the city.
It serves more than 215 girls ages 8-16.
The players come from 26 schools, in-
cluding 19 public and seven private, and
compete on minor, major and traveling
teams.

Murphy said the total number of
young girls playing in Highland Ball
softball is on the rise. “I know our num-
bers have been getting better;’ he said,
“and Id like to see us continue to grow.’

The cost for a summer of softball
ranges from $185 for minors to $400
for traveling teams. Murphy said there
is some financial help available for those
who need it.

The minor (grades 2-4) and major
(grades 5-7) leagues are in-house divi-
sions that play other Highland Ball soft-
ball teams. There are also traveling soft-
ball teams for 12U (girls 12 and under),
14U and 16U players, who compete
against squads from Mendota Heights,
South St. Paul, Oakdale, Cottage Grove
and other suburbs.

The seasons for the minor and ma-
jor leagues started in late May and run
through mid-July, while the traveling
teams compete from early May through
the third week of July. Murphy stressed
the importance of having a solid minors
program for girls interested in playing
softball later on.

“Its about learning the game,” he said
about the minors. “The competitive

Anna Zastrow, 14, goes into her windup for Highland Ball softball’s 14U Navy
traveling team during its June 21 match against Oakdale at Cretin-Derham
Hall. Behind her is second baseman Ellen Murphy. protos sy BrAD sTAUFFER

level isn't that intense”

As much as he is sold on the expe-
rience of inner-city softball, Murphy
noted that there is always going to be a
battle to ensure that there are fields for
the girls to play on.

“There just aren’t a lot of great ball-
fields,” he said. “We don’t have our own
softball complex. We don’t have a dome.
There are a lot of girls who really want to
play, but I think our program could grow
even more if we had a softball complex”

Local fields being used by Highland
Ball softball this summer are at Cretin-
Derham Hall, Highland Park High
School, Urban Academy on Montreal
Avenue and St. Catherine University.
Murphy gave a special shout-out to St.
Kate’s softball coach Colleen Powers for
putting on fundamental skills camps on
behalf of the association, with the next
one scheduled for August 7-9. Murphy
said Highland Park High School, in par-
ticular, provides key field space for the

A batter for the minor-league Mellow Yellow team connects with the ball as a
teammate waits on deck at a game at the Urban Academy fields on Montreal.

program.

Some things, though, are difficult to
change. According to Murphy, the key
age group for enrollees in Highland Ball
softball is 12-14. After that, many play-
ers fall by the wayside.

“That’s where the numbers start to
drop,” he said. “They go to club pro-
grams, which are far more costly. This
year, though, is an exception.”

Association members think their
group is doing a lot of things right, with
several talented players excelling on lo-
cal high school varsity teams after hon-
ing their skills in Highland Ball softball.

One parent who doesn't need to be
convinced about the benefits of the pro-
gram is Luana Ciccarelli, aunt of Bella,
who was a junior on Highland Park
High Schools’ softball team this spring,
and mother of Maddie, who plays in
Highland Ball softball's 12U league.

“I'm 100 percent behind this,” Cic-
carelli said about the softball program.
“There are girls from several different
schools who play on Maddie’s team,
and those girls have gotten to be a tight
group. It's hard work, but its also fun,
and they appreciate what their coaches
do for them. They really respect those
coaches”

Erin Kiplinger, who has daughters
ages 10 and 13 in the program, said there
is no chance she would look to the sub-
urbs for softball programs. “Why would
I want to look elsewhere?” she said. “It
encourages (girls) to stay in Highland
Park. It fosters team building and friend-
ship, and that extends to the parents”

Those wishing to enroll their young-
sters in the summer softball program
should log onto its website next winter
to ensure a spot. Fall softball oppor-
tunities are also offered from late July
through late September.

For more, visit highlandball.org or
email highlandballsoftball@gmail.com.
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Raider, major-leaguer Esch has short-lived stint with Saints

By BiLL WAGNER

cently found out what a seesaw the life of a
professional baseball player can be.

The former Cretin-Derham Hall pitch-
ing ace went on to forge a career pitching for
Georgia Tech and then for several minor-
league teams. He also pitched two seasons in
the major leagues for the Miami Marlins and
San Diego Padres before being signed as a
free agent by the St. Paul Saints during the last
off-season.

When the Saints picked him up, it was per-
ceived by many as a savvy move to get an ex-
perienced player who could help the team win
some big games.

However, after a dismal start on June 21
against the Winnipeg Goldeyes in which he
allowed eight runs (five earned) and didn't
make it through two innings, Esch was re-
leased by the Saints. He had a shaky 5.87
ERA going into that start, and had given up
38 hits in 30% innings despite 31 strikeouts.
The game on June 21 ended as a 16-5 loss for
the Saints, which tied a season record for runs
allowed.

Esch, 28, couldn’t be reached for comment
following his release, but former CDH base-
ball coach Jim O’Neill was at the June 21 game
and said he reached out to offer some encour-

If he didn’t know it before, Jake Esch re-

) A

Jake Esch going to bat during his senior
year at CDH in 2008. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

agement to his former star.

“T just texted him,” O’Neill said the follow-
ing day. “T told him to keep his head up”

Saints manager George Tsamis, contacted
just hours before Eschs final start, had sound-
ed hopeful that the 6-foot-3, 210-pound
right-hander could come around.

“He’s one of those veteran guys who's been
around for a while;” Tsamis said. “He’s got a
big-league background. He has good stuff. He

can get it up there at about 90 mph. He’s left
some pitches in the middle of the plate, but
he’s one of those guys who needs to step up
and get it done. We brought him in here to be
one of our better pitchers”

Esch appeared to have turned the corner
about three weeks ago when he put together
solid back-to-back wins for the Saints, includ-
ing one in which he struck out a career-high
10 batters. However, the consistency never
arrived. Following those two starts, Esch
sounded laid-back and confident, and liked
the atmosphere of his new club.

“This is a good clubhouse;” he said, “one of
the best I've ever been in”

Esch graduated from Georgia Tech with
a degree in civil engineering, but said he has
never had a regular job outside of pitching. “I
had Plan A and that was baseball,” he said.

Still, even before his final game with the
Saints he said he realized that couldn't be the
case forever. “I feel well-prepared for (another
career), he said.

O'Neill believes Esch will do just fine in
finding a new vocation. “He’s a smart kid,” he
said.

Esch said he enjoyed playing for Tsamis and
throwing to Saints catcher Justin O’Conner,
who at this writing was still on the disabled
list but was expected back shortly. He added
that he had a blast on his minor-league jour-

ney that included stops as Jamestown, Jupiter,
Mobile, Birmingham, Jacksonville, El Paso
and San Antonio.

“A lot of the places I've played have been
very hot,” Esch said, “but I really enjoyed Mo-
bile. A lot of people don't know that Mobile
was a Mardi Gras town before New Orleans
was. It’s just a smaller city. The stadium and
locker room were bad there, though. Bir-
mingham was probably the best minor-league
place I've played. It’s just like a big city”

Esch also fondly remembered his days at
Georgia Tech playing for coach Danny Hall.
“It was awesome there,” he said. “(Coach) ran
it quite a bit like a pro team. He gave you every
opportunity to do better, but you had to put in
the work”

The passage of time sometimes makes re-
taining old friends difficult, but Esch said he
did his best to keep in touch. He said he has
consistently talked with former CDH coaches
O’Neill and Tony Cicalello, and recently spoke
with former Raider teammate Joe Bonfe.

Esch was a three-sport athlete at CDH,
playing basketball and football in addition to
baseball. He was the metro player of the year
in baseball in 2007, pitching the Raiders to the
Class AAA state title. He was named all-state
his junior and senior years, and was 16-1 with
a 1.50 ERA and 125 strikeouts in 121 innings
pitched.
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they’re made of titanium. The head takes most of the blow.

All this may come into play later this year. We only get one
body and, as older folks are fond of noting, if you've got your
health, you've got a lot. Tschida said it took roughly four years
before he stopped feeling any effects of the concussions he
received.

One could hardly blame Mauer, a bright guy with young
kids, for taking that into consideration when his contract
expires this fall.

Changeiis in the air at Mac, St. Kate’s

June and July are normally quiet times for athletics at
MIAC schools. Some coaches may offer summer camps for
a couple of weeks, but in the offices of the athletic hierarchy
it’s usually a time to regroup, refresh and get ready to hit the
ground running when the fall sports teams start practice in
August.

However, this summer may be a little more hectic than
usual at Macalester College and St. Catherine University.
The Scots had already made some news in April when

Abe Woldeslassie, a 2008 grad, was named the new men’s
basketball coach. Woldeslassie played his high school ball at
St. Thomas Academy and afterward initially enrolled at the
University of St. Thomas. His transfer to Mac was a good one
for him and the team. Woldeslassie was a two-time all-MIAC
choice who had 858 career points and twice led the league in
assists.

In early June, Pamela Findlay was announced as the new
head women’s basketball coach at Mac, replacing Kelly
Roysland, who left after four years to become an assistant
to Lindsay Whalen at the U of M. Findlay comes to Mac
from Lewis & Clark College in Washington, where she had
winning seasons in both years at the helm.

When their seasons start, Woldeslassie and Findlay will
have a new boss to report to. Kim Chandler, who had been
the athletic director for the past nine years, abruptly left
Macalester recently. No reason was given and, at press time,
no interim AD had been named. The school has three
assistant athletic directors: Ron Osterman has been there
for two decades, serving as the main manager for home
events while overseeing student game-day employment
and equipment needs; Bob Dignazio, who is the athletic
recruiting coordinator and main liaison with admissions, has

worked with the schools’ club sports since arriving in 2015;
and Steve Murray, who came in 2017, oversees compliance
and internal operations.

The AD, however, is the captain of the ship. There’s never a
good time to be looking for one, but the Scots have no choice
this time.

Over at St. Catherine, the news is cheerier. Lindsay
Madryga has been hired as the schools full-time sports
information director. Madryga, who worked in the MIAC
office this past athletic season, also will take on other duties
in St. Kate’s athletic department. The last two directors
there—Kelsey Whaley and Sara Eisenhauer—did a very
good job, but left for higher-paying gigs. Whaley went to St.
Cloud State and Eisenhauer to the Upper Midwest Athletic
Conference.

Madryga comes to St. Catherine with a background
in marketing and promotions, both at her alma mater at
Concordia University and at the MIAC. This should be a
big help to St. Kate’s as it works to find its place in the highly
competitive local sports market.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Sports Shorts

The 2018 Winfield Awards were presented to Jack Branby of
Highland Park High School for the boys and K’Lynn Lewis of
St. Agnes School for the girls on June 3. The awards are named
after Central High School graduate and baseball Hall of Famer
Dave Winfield and recognize outstanding St. Paul high school
students of color.

Highland Park High School will induct the following into
its Athletic Hall of Fame this fall: Kathleen Kramer (class of
1980), volleyball coach; Doug Keys (1981), baseball and hock-
ey; Erica Dombro (2012), soccer, Nordic skiing, and track and
field; and the 1973 cross-country team of Mike Mountain, Eric
Zilley, Ron Graham, Jim Hannon, Dave Quimby, Jeff Wein-
garten, Kevin McCarthy and coach Jerry Larson. The induc-
tion luncheon will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, September 29,
followed by a presentation at halftime of the homecoming
football game.

Gus Varland, a junior right-handed pitcher for Concordia
University-St. Paul, was chosen by the Oakland Athletics in
the 14th round of the 2018 Major League Baseball first-year
player draft. As the 413th overall pick, he becomes the highest
drafted player in Concordia’s history and the 11th player from
Division II selected in this year’s draft. The 6-foot-1 Varland
broke out in a big way this season, compiling a 7-1 record with
a pair of complete game shutouts and a 1.04 ERA that set the
single-season record at Concordia. He was selected to several
all-American teams and was named the Central Region pitch-
er of the year. During the past three seasons, he has compiled a
16-7 career record with a 2.99 ERA and 203 strikeouts.

Winfield Award winners K’Lynn Lewis and Jack Branby are
pictured with St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter (center).

The Minnesota Wild will hold its second annual Leadership
Summit from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, July 10, at St. Paul River-
Centre and Xcel Energy Center. The summit is free and open
to the first 400 high school and college hockey captains and
coaches. FOX Sports North broadcasters Kevin Gorg and Au-
dra Martin will host roundtable discussions during the event.
Register at wild.com/leadership.

Heather Coppola has been named the head women’s lacrosse
coach at Concordia University-St. Paul. She spent the previous
season as Concordias graduate assistant coach and offensive
coordinator before being appointed interim head coach in

May when Mo Gaitan stepped down. Prior to accepting the
assistant position to pursue a master’s degree in management
and leadership from Concordia, Coppola spent a year as inter-
im assistant coach for Robert Morris University in Pittsburgh.
She played four years on the lacrosse team at Alvernia Univer-
sity in Reading, Pennsylvania.

The Fire SC 98 women’s soccer team will play its final game of
its inaugural season against the Minnesota TwinStars at 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 7, in Seafoam Stadium at Concordia University-
St. Paul. The Fire were in second place in the North Confer-
ence of the Women's Premier Soccer League as of June 29 with
a4-2-2 record.

The 26th Habitat 500 Bike Ride will travel 500 miles from
July 15-21 to benefit Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota.
Cyclists will begin in Becker with overnight stops in Royal-
ton, Alexandria, Staples and Pierz before returning to Becker.
For more information, visit habitat500.org.

The 2018 USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game,
which features the top 40 American-born prospects eligible
for the 2019 NHL Draft, will be hosted by the Minnesota Wild
with faceoft at 7 p.m. Wednesday, September 19, at the Xcel
Energy Center. The seventh annual contest is being staged in
Minnesota for the first time. In total, 23 Minnesota natives
have participated in the game, including six who went on to
become first-round NHL selections. Admission to the game
is $20. Tickets will be available at the Xcel Energy Center box
office, by calling 800-745-3000, or online at ticketmaster.com.
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SALES

HOUSECLEANING means
extra furniture, housewares,
electronics, clothing and
toys. Advertise your sale
for a minimum of $12 and
then sit back and rake in the
profits! Call 651-699-1462 or
send an email to WantAds@
MyVillager.com

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Signs handmade to order for
gifts, business, sales, weddings,
retirement, etc. Use your logo,
family name, favorite quote...
unlimited possibilities. Wood,
canvas, glass, mirror, chalkboard,
etc. Also custom designed, small
run, t-shirts, hoodies, tanks for
any occasion you are promot-
ing. For more details, text 612-
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler,
2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

TOP CASH PAID! Older furni-
ture and miscellaneous items
wanted. 651-227-2469.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary,
612-729-3110.

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques,
Furniture, Old Signs, Costume
Jewelry, Gold, Silver. Housecalls.
651-387-8780.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WAGNER & LANG CONSTRUC-
TION. OVER 25 YEARS OF
QUALITY REMODELING.
SPECIALIZING IN NEW KITCHENS
AND BATHROOMS. WE KNOW
OLD HOMES. MN Lic. #20074260.
Dennis or Steve, 651-224-3565.
waglang@hotmail.com

PATES ROOFING. Finest in
residential roofing. Local ref-
erences. License #RR155317.
Insured. Member BBB. Call 651-
690-3956.

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs.
Fully insured. Free estimates.
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
(lassified Categories & more information available at
www.myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.
All dlassifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: July 18

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTER JIM. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Wallpaper removal. Small
painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and
column bases replicated plus
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or
TheTurningPointWoodworks.
com

Deadline: July 11

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. “Building
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

CONCRETE WORK: Lawn steps,
sidewalks, patios, driveways.
Tom Seemon, 612-721-2530.

*NEIGHBORHOOD CONCRETE*
Sidewalks, Driveways, Patios,
Repair. Jeff, 612-930-7071.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DR. HOUSE does it all: from
leaky faucets to new additions. |
can save you money on electrical
and plumbing. John, 651-
231-5652.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior. Free
estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; good
references. 651-207-2249 c. steve
paintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co.
All types roofing/gutters. Siding,
windows/skylights. Honesty and
integrity for 50 years! Family
owned, operated. Licensed,
bonded, insured. #BC005456.
Scott, 612-701-2209.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

\/“SECURITY CORPORATION /]
@ 716 SO. CLEVELAND
e 6:1690-4443

Jeff Menard

LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
6514366568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

501 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Tuckpointing
Chimneys
Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair
Repair & Rebuild
35 Years Experience
Panian Construction
651-373-1264 )

Lic#BC319518 Insured BBB

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTER REPAIR

95% Dust-Free
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives,
aprons, walks, patios and walls.
Mark, 763-607-3941.

RUBEN’'S CONCRETE. Free es-
timates. Steps, sidewalks,
driveways. Experienced. 651-
208-8379.

SUNNY SIDE RECONSTRUCTION,
of faith and barter. Painting,
cleaning, foam insulating, car-
pentry, taping to tile. Todd or
Teresa, 651-263-0422.

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,
installed. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373;
651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably
priced. Licensed, insured. We sell
boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/
Insured. 651-387-2955 Light
houseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free es-
timates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

Continued page 26

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

BASEMENT WINDOW GU

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

0

PATE
=

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Licensed - Bonded - Insured  vic. #miss3i7

ALL

0
TREE S E§9§§ Tree & Shrub Pruning & More

allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

Affordable Rates Year Round
Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service
Stump Grinding

* 24 HR Emergency Service @y

651.690.3200 &3

+

rating

== WNeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring

Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Roger’s
Tree
service

Certified Arborist

ASHTREATMENTS i "Infuse it or LOSE it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974
*Trimming <Removals < Stumps

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

651 699-1022 (c)s12414-9241 YOGErItree.com

SFIESS
LUMBING

Repair ¢ Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

Lic. * Bonded ¢ Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

VILLAGER

Garage &
Estate Sales

JULY 18 Deadline July 11 AUGUST 1 Deadline July 25 AUGUST 15 Deadline August 8
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Don Rhoudes Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 i+ v

Service Directory

CONCRETE &
MASONRY

New, Repair & l}eplace

Step Repair
Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

LIC# BC216011 MASONRY
SPECIALIZING IN
CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION

763-482-9464

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings + Painting

Mud Alchemp

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 il

Bonded
Insured

quden bordenwinzzxgg;:
=) Window . 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping
We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation - Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952-292-2349 ’

escobarflooring @gmail.com EBE,

CHIMNEY

REPAIR
LeskeMasonry,com
651699-7089 Smce

MN Lic BC648226

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 6514925216

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
=552 Expert Climbers o Professional Service

) Treg Trimming & Removal o Stump Removal

LOCALLY WED 65]'464'33'1 g:r;ﬁirrl:;iiaall

0
& OPERATED  All Major Credit Cards Accepled FREE ESTINWTES

Floyd Anderson

Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair
Foundation Repair ® Brick
Tuckpointing ¢ Concrete
Chimney Repair © Glass Block
Windows e Sidewalks & Steps
Remodeling
Painting ® Roofing

LICENSED FREE
INSURED

ESTIMATES
ceLL: 651263-6572

IMORAN'S

Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing
Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for
a free estimate!
TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Highland Electric
Since 1965
651-690-1551
www.highland-electric.com

Residential/Commercial/Industrial
Licensed * Bonded * Insured  Lic.# EA005943

MERRIAM PARK

PAINTING =

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. -
¢ Wallpapering e

Call Ed, 651224-3660 Y,
www.mppainting.com

Don Rhoades Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 i+ uousw

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

CONSTRUCTION
AgUaS gTpA D

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988
Free Estimates - References

651-482-0070

AustadConstruction.com
#BC320318

CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR
Lic * Bonded ° Ins
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

Hardscape

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry Fencing
Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Rotten Wood?

— 0

HARMSEN
—1"COBERG

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary 651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & AIR

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Interior/Exterior
Serving the Twin Cities for 20 years!
www.IndyPainting.net

612-781-INDY

Like us on

at TheVillagerMN

& join the conversation.

ALL STAR

PLUMBING < REPAIR + REMODELING

Master Plumber

Serving Highland Since 1984
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates ¢ 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369

~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola  MN #003414 PM

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Continued

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair.
29th year in Villager area. Fully
insured for your peace of mind.
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Con-
struction. Stop leaks. Hail and
storm damage. Licensed plumb-
ers and electricians working with
us. Everything from basements to
chimneys. Kitchens, bathrooms,
all flooring (including hard-
wood), concrete, windows, brick
block, painting. Siding and roofs.
Insured. License #BC635082.
Angie’s List! BBB. Free estimates.
Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured
for your peace of mind. Call us
today. Free estimates. Call 651-
287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years' experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling & Handyman
Services. MN License #BC665235.
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All
general repairs, large and small
projects; low rates; quality work.
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*FENCE*
Free Estimates. Call Ed, 763-
786-4691.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again!
Protect your roof and have your
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan,
651-690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New
or repairs. License #BC581059.
Troy’s Decks & Fences, 651-
210-1387.

SPRING CLEANING or moving?
Miscellaneous debris haul-
ing, recycling, disposal...Let us
help. Fresh Start Services, 651-
307-3337.

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORK-
MANSHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR
PAINTING. STRIPPING, STAIN-
ING. PLASTER, SHEETROCK RE-
PAIR. TEXTURING. DECK AND
FENCE STAINING. SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED. CALL MARTEY
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, 651-
917-7982. FULLY INSURED.

HIRE A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR for
lawn and landscape work, odd
jobs around the home. Hard-
working, reasonable rates. Call
Joe, 651-659-9527.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling, small
demolition. Garage/basement
cleaning. Seasonal cleanups. 612-
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

SPECIAL SERVICES

WELDING. Repairs, replacement,
upgrades, modification. Trucks,
trailers, equipment, machinery,
hydraulics, electrical. Tom, 612-
414-8600.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN &LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local/family owned.
Commercial. Residential. The
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net www.
MurphysLawnAndLandscape.
com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping.
Design. Tree, shrub and plant
knowledge, installation, grad-
ing, sodding, beds and gardens.
Paver patios, walks, drives.
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.
com

TIM'S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts,
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured.
651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787;
www.landscapesbyscott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow
Removal. Hedge trimming.
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed.
Insured. Free estimates.
Removals, pruning, stumps.
Brian, 612-735-9110.

KERNLAWN Service/Landscaping.
Since 1984. 651-207-5396. john@
kernlawnservice.com

LICENSED

L.

Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
¢ Footings e Foundations
e Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
* Garage Slabs e Driveways
2 e Patterned Concrete
* Mortar-less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651690 4710 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com

BONDED

INSURED ﬂ

BROTHER:!
‘CONSTRUCTION
SEEEEEEEEEEEEE
MN license #4593

612.729.7608 » www.buck-bros.com

We design & build
in your neighborhood

KS Kitchens, Baths, Additions
Restorations |

=y

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com
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LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS graduate,
reliable lawn mowing, trimming
and blowing. Call Andrew, 651-
645-3940.

*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*

Summer Specials: cleanups
and lawn service. Call Jim, 612-
245-6932.

*METRO LAWN & SNOW*

Spring cleanups. Weekly cutting.
Gutters. Mark, 651-690-5227.

AUTHOR QUERY

LOOKING FOR anecdotes as to
how people have learned things
the hard way, e.g. snafus with
eldercare; stumbling blocks in
getting a degree; victim of crime
and no guidance, etc. Legal and
medical issues welcome. Respond
to: managed.difficulties@gmail.
com

COMPUTER/INTERNET

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired
and wireless, installation. Great
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

ENTERTAINMENT/MUSIC

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular
songs from across the decades;
weddings, private parties; listen
at www.johnmischke.com. Call
651-647-0659.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References.
WE CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced.
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.
com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, per-
sonal touch. 10+ years’ ex-
perience, references. Anna,
612-328-2774.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING Service.
Now Expanding. Mother &
Daughter Team. Licensed/
Insured. 651-402-9839.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651-
245-9027.

EXPERIENCED CLEANER has
openings. 763-220-9581, Laura.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House-
cleaning. St. Paul. Honest, reli-
able, excellent references. Call
651-797-4997.

HOUSECLEANING. SERVING your
community for over 20 years.
Molly & Rita, 612-414-9241.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson,
651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons.
Suzuki/Traditional. Classical/
Popular. All Ages. Gene Swanson,
651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy
home. Also jazz/blues. Trish, 651-
387-0099.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs, resumes. 651-690-4779.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
highlandtailors.com

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers,
invitations, brochures, etc. Fast,
reasonable and local. 25+ years’
experience. Text 612-860-5137 or
visit VelvetElvis.com

WEDDING OFFICIANT. 25+ years'
experience. 612-964-0859.
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.
com

HELP WANTED

HOUSECLEANING BUSINESS Help
Wanted. Hard work, good pay.
Connie, 651-646-1637.

MOHS TAX Service at 1771 Ford
Parkway is hiring office workers
and tax preparers. Please fax re-
sume to 651-699-8638.

TOP NOTCH horticultural and
landscape professional needed
for St. Paul clientele. Phone 612-
926-7500.

CREATIVE LIGHTING in St. Paul
is looking for a part-time recep-
tionist. Greet customers on the
phone and in the store, along
with other office responsibili-
ties. No experience necessary
but people skills a must. Rotate
work schedule every other week:
first week Friday 9-5, next week
Saturday 9-5. $12/hour. Email
qualifications or resume to Katie
at kbohr@creative-lighting.com

CREATIVE LIGHTING in St. Paul
is looking for a part-time sales
person. We will train you. No ex-
perience necessary, but people
skills are a must. Every Saturday
9-5, with other hours poten-
tially available. $17/hour. Email
resume to Kyndra at kroth@
creative-lighting.com

CREATIVE LIGHTING is looking
for someone to do light electrical
assembly. We will train. Very flex-
ible hours, initially 10-15 hours/
week, with potential for more
hours. Pay $14-$17/hour. Come
in and apply at Creative Lighting:
1728 Concordia Avenue, St Paul.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

Al real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. Equal housing
opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in
the Highland Park and Crocus
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111
today for rental information on
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

12XX GOODRICH AVENUE. Mac-
Groveland upper duplex, 3+ bed-
room, garage. $1600. September
1. 651-450-9628.

FOR RENT COMMERCIAL

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with
private entrance. Approximately
1000 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue.
651-917-9296.

961 GRAND AVENUE, 2nd floor
office. Professional Office Suites,
300-600 sq. ft. Affordable Rates,
Call 612-810-2281.

WANTED TO RENT

MATURE WOMAN seeks afford-
able one-bedroom apartment
for Summer/Fall move. Lynn, 651-
489-9053.

GARAGE/STORAGE

SEEK GARAGE space to park
small car in Merriam or Mac-
Groveland (reasonable). 763-
290-2321.

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture
Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

651-497-9891

B [ 4 hndscaping
| & Lawn Care

One C;all. .. We can do it all!”

Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

¢ Additions

¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
e Concrete

MN Lic.
e Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.hillesbuilders.com

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/i>iL our website

Quarve.com Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Since 1983 Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
LAz 2 RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
763-785-1472 20 years exp. m Lic. * Bonded * Ins.
WES & DAVE'S
LAWN CARE

651291-1287

FREE ESTIMATES

StclRoofing 2 Sidin

- qop——

DON'T

Replace your
Save Thousands windows
Over Rep[acement!
e (@) S o ]
Complete Roofing Services “Providing Effective
Since 1972 Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

VB. Inc.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell

0‘1{651‘01’0{ tion

651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

E : l 4
www.earlsfloorsanding.com
Floor Sanding
*Sanding  *Install - Refinishing
*Repair > Maintenance

i 612-290-1533

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
* Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

® Privacy or ornamental fencing ¢ Shrub & tree planting
* Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

A~ = e e e = e Em Em e — . ————— - -

BIJG BIISTERS |

“Stop the Summer Pest Invasion”
Locally Owned for 32 Years

952-432-2221

BugTech.com -

A
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Steigauf Brothers

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Custom design
installation

* Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

i
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Burton's Rain | —
Gutter Service |

e Clean ¢ Repair e Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com Ol .
Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured Serving area since 1973
Burton R. Johnson 6:1699-8900

1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

SMALL ENGINE REPAR 20

HONDA
We service most makes and sell NEW!

ECHO
444 N. Prior * St. Paul 55104 « 651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com Established 1989

* Interior & Exterior Painting

» Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
* Wood Stripping & Refinishing

* Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

* Ceiling Texturing/Repair

S
AR
&8
* Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing

vrry Win
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
@€ www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

ur house 7
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Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Mike
MoHs

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com
Roofing - A/l Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin

Windows & Skylights « Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood * Gutters

\ Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 50005456)

WWW.
landscapesbyscott
.com

Livingspace

LANDSCAPES
Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

\
\\:, v PAINTING
-I g’ 612.850.0325

— « — greg@chileen.com

Interior & Exterior

ater Damage Repair
Historical Restoration ¢ Wood Replacement
Carpentry Plus

\ ChileenPainting.com y
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BURNET

Making Dreams Come Home"

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

SHAWN LEETZ cbburnet.com SARAH KINNEY

651-373-8984

NANGY MAAS
651-235-8581

)

MARY McNANEY
KNUDSEN
651-690-8578

SUE NICHOLS
651-491-0882

DAVID NOVES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

N
MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

&

AT ==
GORGEOUS LOWERTOWN GONDO!
Features 14 ft. ceilings, hardwood floors,
exposed brick & original timber beams.
Updated appliances and poured concrete
countertop in kitchen. Steps
to CHS Field, farmers mar-
ket, Mears Park and more!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

(ddd 1
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DELIGHTFUL BUNGALOW IN MAC-GROVE!

Newer central A/C, new roof, low maintenance
siding. Plenty of storage throughout. Large
backyard and two car garage. Walking dis-
tance to Edgcumbe Rec Center,

shopping on Grand Avenue

and neighborhood schools.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, ci
651-329-1264

1709 BOHLAND AVENUE

Sun filled home on premiere Highland Park
street. Only three owners. Grand piano
sized living room with fireplace - large
formal dining room. First floor

family room opens to kitchen.

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245/CALLITEXT

830 PARK PLAGE DRIVE

Prime neighborhood and location! This
remier 5 bedroom/4 bathroom home
as a new roof, tons of custom fea-

tures and all in a location you  [zs

can't beat. Across the street

from parks, trails and more.

Mendota Heights.

BECKY VARON
612-669-7772 + $696,000

HOME ON THE PARKWAY!
Prime location for this traditional home on
the parkway close to restaurants, trails,
and the river. Generous spaces with pri-
vate master suite that has
fireplace & sunroom. Large
fenced backyard.
www.HomeOnTheParkway.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $725,000

ONE OF A KIND CATHERAL HILL GEM!

Italianate Second Empire style built in 1875
completely updated - has been a single family,
legal duplex and a successful bed & breakfast -
can function as two separate

houses with private entrance. 3

car garage with 5 offstreet

parking spots. 96 Virginia Street.

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245/CALLITEXT

911 CHIPPEWA AVENUE

Wonderful, turn-of-the-century home situated
on large corner lot in Mendota Heights. Enjoy
the charm this home offers with updated
amenities such as maintenance free

siding, new windows & central air.

Entertain family and friends on the

patio this summer!

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697 « $289,900

LAKESHORE IN IDEAL LOGATION!

Privacy abounds at this architecturally
designed and updated Lake Johanna home!
Gourmet kitchen with high end appliances
and custom details through-

out. Lakeshore frontage with

multiple patios.

www.LakeJohannaHome.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 » $945,000

PARK TOWERS!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR,
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated
Earkin . Located in the historic "

ice Park neighborhood with a
short walk to the Ordway and
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621  $680,000

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

GLASSIC PRAIRIE SCHOOL DESIGN!
Sophisticated and elegant, this architect
designed home features bright, open spaces with
5BR/5BA, master BR suite with fireplace, exqui-
site interiors and quality craftman- :

ship throughout. An artful blend of

maintenance free living and clas-

sic design. 777 Linwood Ave.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 « $1,150,000

\
KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

RICHARD BERGER
651-282-9649

BRIMMING WITH GHARM!

Tempting 8BR, 2BA Tudor boasts formal
dining with built-in corner cabinets, main floor
den, updated eat-in kitchen, inviting vaulted
porch. Lovely hardwood floors,

fireplace, 2-car, choice location.

1811 Bayard Avenue. *click on
www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300 « $395,000

SUNNY SUMMIT DUPLEX!

Wonderfully maintained 8BR, 4BA up-down
duplex with gas fireplaces, an open kitchen, formal
dining areas, newly refinished hardwood floors,
plenty of storage, and a backyard

oasis. Historical charm on Summit

Avenue! 1920 Summit Ave. *click

on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 » $850,000

s =

EXPEGT TO BE ENVIED!!!

919 Rae Ct: Impeccable 3 bedroom
with an updated family sized kitchen, 2
delightful decks and ébulous yard with
kidney shaped pool, king

sized master bedroom and

bath, and large lower level
amusement room.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $475,000

Cuas i | e

ON PLEASANT LAKE IN NORTH OAKS!
Stunning contemporary home on the
Island of North Oaks with 200" of lake-
shore! Gourmet kitchen and luxurious main
floor master suite has it all.

Fabulous entertaining spac-

es both inside & out!
www.NorthOakslsland.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $1,500,000

DISTINCTIVELY DESIGNED!

Captivating 4BR, 3BA Highland jewel,
accented with gleaming hardwood, sparklin?
sunroom, 2 fireplaces, walk-out lower level.
Overlooks the golf course!

Heated 2-car, lush backyard

oasis. 2028 Edgcumbe Road.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 » $699,000

SUMMIT HILL DELIGHT!
Amazing? 8BR, 7BA masterpiece boasts multiple din-
ing and living areas, rich original wdwrk, and sunfilled
spaces. Spacious fenced bckyrd, FR in the base-
ment, ancf eat-in kitchen. Choice

location by shops and dining on
Grand Ave! 966 Summit Ave. *click
on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

651-282-9621

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

SUE JOHNSON
651-329-1264

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTY!!

295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq.
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed for
comfortable everyday living

as well. 5 fireplaces, 9 BA's,

and an 8 car heated garage.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $3,999,000

= 7S )
CRAFTSMAN 2 STORY!
1051 St. Clair features 3/BR, 2/BA,
office, natural wdwrk, hrdwd flrs, built-in's,
wood burning stove, front porch, eat-in
kitchen, spacious rooms, patio,
fenced-in back yard perfect
for summer entertaining. 6blks
to Grand Ave.

VIRGINIA SPANIOLO
651-402-7412

;‘% B
HOME OF FRANK B. KELLOGG!
This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000
sq ft, breathtakin% interiors, inlaid and Fegged
floors, a 12 acre lot with reflecting pool and a
carriage house. This was an ASID
showcase home in 2004 and is
a designated National Historic
Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

SARAH KINNEY \
651-282-9621 » $2,295,000

JIM BURTON

651-690-8556

i

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

HISTORIG JAMES J. HILL BUILDING!

This fabulous 2BR/2BA condo is open, airy,
sunny and bright. Features include rare barrel
ceilings, arched windows, pristine tile & hard-
wood floors, updated kitchen and

baths, a master BR suite, multiple

walk-in closets, a gas fireplace and

2/C garage. 300 Wall Street.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 » $525,000

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

ABE GLEESON
651-329-1990

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-275-1343




