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By Bob Gilbert

Freeport West, a 38-year-old Minneap-
olis nonprofit agency offering support 
to homeless and at-risk youths, has ex-

panded its services to the Summit-Universi-
ty neighborhood of St. Paul. Called Freeport 
St. Paul, the organization opened a store-
front at 816 Selby Ave. last month to provide 
a place where young people can receive help 
to get back on a healthy, productive path.

Freeport St. Paul will focus its energies on 
a social service program called Project Solo, 
which targets homeless teens and young 
adults ages 13-21. Each participant gets a 
case manager to coordinate such things as 
life skills training, employment, housing, 
health services, resume writing and job 
counseling.

Freeport executive director Ramona Wil-

son said 20 percent of the young people the  
program was helping in its Minneapolis 
office were from St. Paul, so opening an-
other  branch made sense. Many of the cli-
ents come from poverty-stricken, unstable 
homes and need more help than their fami-
lies can provide.

“Kids today are dealing with so much 
destitution,” Wilson said. “Some kids can’t 
go home because their parents can’t afford 
to keep them. The mortgage crisis has sent 
some families down to the homeless shelter, 
and many shelters will not take boys over 
age 14 so they end up on the street. Adults 
are dealing with tough problems and the 
kids are dealing with those problems, too.

“People need to know that these kids are 
interested in becoming members of the 

By Jane McClure

Following cuts that Chairman Peter Bell described 
as “draconian,” the Metropolitan Council ap-
proved plans for a $914.8 million Central Cor-

ridor light-rail transit line on September 3 and submit-
ted it to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for 
its approval.

The estimated cost for the 11-mile line between 
the downtowns of St. Paul and Minneapolis has risen 
about $23 million over the past six months even with 
the cuts. Increases in material costs have hit the project 
hard, according to Central Corridor project director 
Mark Fuhrmann. The steel needed for the rails has 
doubled in cost in the past year, he said, and the cost 
of asphalt, concrete and diesel fuel are up between 50 
and 70 percent.

The Central Corridor’s new budget brings the proj-
ect’s cost-effectiveness index (CEI) to $24.45, which 
meets the federal standard of $24.49 “by a whisker,” 
Fuhrmann said. The CEI is based on travel times and 
construction and operating costs. It is used by the fed-
eral government to rank projects vying for funding. 

Local officials are banking on the federal govern-
ment to cover about half of the Central Corridor’s 
construction costs. A decision on whether the project 
may proceed to final design is expected in 2009. Con-
struction of the light-rail line could commence as early 
as 2010 with operations beginning in 2014.

The tight construction budget is something to wor-
ry about, Bell said, especially considering the potential 
impact of continued inflation. “There isn’t anything 
left in (the budget) to play with,” he said. “There are no 
additional dollars (to cut).”

Among the cost-saving measures adopted in the 
past few weeks were the modification of the station 
foundations, the postponed construction of some sta-

Central Corridor 
plan arrives in D.C. 
right on schedule

Mona Myers, 11, enjoys access to a computer as staffer Michele Bailey works behind 
her at the new Freeport St. Paul center at 816 Selby Ave. Photo By BrAd StAuFFer

selby’s Freeport in a storm
Center offers support for kids in crisis

By Jane McClure

Though the Central Corridor light-rail line 
is at least six years away from beginning 
operations, residents and business owners 

in neighborhoods along University Avenue are 
already worried about the prospect of spillover 
parking. Some Merriam Park residents want St. 
Paul and regional officials to consider building 
a park-and-ride lot at the former Metro Transit 
bus barn site on Snelling and St. Anthony av-
enues. However, their plea for support from the 
Union Park District Council was voted down 3-
9-5 on September 3.

Although park-and-ride lots have been dis-
cussed for the past few years along University 
Avenue, Union Park is the first district council to 
take a vote on actually creating a lot. David Ras-

mussen, a Union Park board member who lives 
in the neighborhood southwest of Snelling and 
University, collected more than 1,000 signatures 
on a petition for the park-and-ride lot during the 
Minnesota State Fair. The bus barn site is one of 
the most heavily used lots for State Fair parking. 

Rasmussen also knocked on doors in his 
neighborhood and got more than 20 residents to 
support the park-and-ride idea. Rasmussen said 
his neighborhood already deals with people who 
park their cars and hop on one of five bus routes 
that pass through the neighborhood. Though a 
resident-only permit parking zone has been es-
tablished in the neighborhood, he said it is not 
always enforced.

“People have major issues with the idea that 
there’ll be a light-rail station just east of Snelling 
and University,” Rasmussen said. “Park-and-ride 
facilities are going to be needed along the Cen-
tral Corridor.”

Rasmussen said his neighborhood is one of a 

handful in the district where people live between 
I-94 and University. “We’re the closest people to 
light rail and we should be supporting it,” he said 
to other board members. “You’re the people who, 
if you are going to use light rail, need a way to 
get there.”

A few board members attacked the park-and-
ride idea, noting that neighborhood plans and 
the city’s Central Corridor Development Strategy 
call for redeveloping the former bus barn site and 
not for parking. St. Paul also has a long-standing 
policy against building park-and-ride facilities. 
Some people urged Rasmussen to take the idea 
to a committee for a broader discussion.

Some board members said that though they 
don’t like the idea of using a valuable piece of 
real estate for parking, they see the need for such 
facilities. “I think we have to look again at how 
we address parking along the Central Corridor,” 

residents push for central corridor park-and-ride
Union Park board says bus barn 
site too valuable for parking lot

But only after another 
round of ‘draconian’ cuts
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Curbside composting contract 
is still in the works in St. Paul

The St. Paul City Council has postponed ac-
tion on a new contract with Eureka Recycling 
that would institute the curbside collection of 
food wastes as compost.

“The city and Eureka are 100 percent com-
mitted to introducing compost collection 
to the entire city,” said Ward 4 City Council 
member Russ Stark. “We’re all anxious to get 
it up and running. We just have a few more 
details to iron out.”  

Curbside composting in St. Paul has been 
on the drawing board for over a year and will 
continue to be for several months as discus-
sion continues on the terms of the contract, 
according to city and Eureka officials.

Curbside composting was tested in a por-
tion of Highland Park a few years ago, al-
lowing local residents to set out food waste, 
paper towels and other items along with their 
regular recyclable material. Some Highland 
families all but eliminated the need for trash 
collection during the test.

“The city is understandably taking another 
look at various policies with regard to city 
contracts,” said Eureka Recycling CEO Su-
san Hubbard. “We can’t determine the cost 
impacts and other implications for citywide 
curbside composting until the city sets its 
policy. In the meantime, other costs have in-
creased, but we’re committed to making this 
program work.” 

“The delay is unfortunate,” said Mayor 
Chris Coleman, “but it will allow us the time 
to bring forward a curbside composting pro-
gram that will improve our environment and 
provide a great service to St. Paul residents for 
years to come.”

Trotter’s gets outdoor liquor 
license under relaxed rules

Trotter’s Cafe and Bakery, 232 N. Cleveland 
Ave., has become the first establishment in St. 
Paul to be granted an outdoor liquor service 
license under the city’s new relaxed require-
ments. The Union Park District Council 
agreed to waive the 45-day notice require-
ment, allowing the cafe to immediately begin 
serving beer and wine outdoors.

This summer the City Council relaxed the 
standard for outdoor liquor service after hear-
ing complaints from several restaurant own-
ers about the difficulty of obtaining the signa-
tures of 90 percent of property owners within 

300 feet of their establishments. The owners 
said they were unable to even contact some 
property owners despite repeated efforts in 
person and by mail and phone. 

The new ordinance gives the City Council 
more discretion in awarding such licenses. 
Now a business owner who obtains as few 
as 60 percent of the required signatures may 
be granted the license after the City Council 
finds that noise, traffic and the proximity to 
homes do not make a case against the license. 
With fewer than 60 percent of the required 
signatures, the license may be granted if the 
applicant can prove a good-faith effort to ob-
tain more signatures and appears before the 
City Council at a public hearing. 

Trotter’s has 34 residential properties 
within 300 feet. Cafe staff spent four months 
knocking on those doors, leaving notes and 
telephoning in an effort to obtain the needed 
signatures. Though they did not run into any 
opposition to outdoor liquor service, they 
were only able to obtain the consent signa-
tures of 12 property owners, or 34 percent.

If the city should receive a complaint re-
lated to Trotter’s outdoor liquor service, the 
license will be suspended until a public hear-
ing is held.

Thirty-five donated benches 
to line the path on river road

Ramsey County Active Living’s 1,000 
Benches Program will be pulling up a seat 
along Mississippi River Boulevard after all. 
After some delays, the St. Paul City Council 
voted last month to approve a plan to place 
41 benches along Mississippi River Boulevard 
and at Cherokee Park on St. Paul’s West Side.

The benches were offered to the city earlier 
this summer and have the support of the St. 
Paul Division of Parks and Recreation. How-
ever, City Council members had questions 
about the appearance of the benches. Earlier 
this year, a proposal by the Union Park Dis-
trict Council to put some of the benches in 
the Summit Avenue median was halted by the 
St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC). The HPC criticized the appearance of 
the benches as not befitting Summit Avenue’s 
historical character. Summit Avenue is in the 
Historic Hill District and Summit Avenue 
West Historic District.

The benches, which are donated by the 
county, are made of recycled materials. They 
have sides made from recycled metal and 
seats and backs made from recycled plastic. 

The bench design and materials cannot be 
changed, since they are paid for through a 
grant meant to promote recycling.

City Council members Russ Stark and Pat 
Harris asked for a layover before the coun-
cil vote on the benches for Mississippi River 
Boulevard. Changes along the boulevard, 
ranging from signage to marking of bicycle 
lanes, has sparked controversy there in the 
past. But after looking at the benches, council 
members agreed that the city should accept 
the donation. 

Six of the benches will go to Cherokee Park 
and the rest to Mississippi River Boulevard. 
They will replace old concrete and wooden 
benches, many of which are deteriorating.

The 1,000 Benches program promotes 
healthy exercise through walking. Several 
trails throughout the county have the benches, 
which include a concrete base and embedded 
slogan about health and fitness. 

Union Park has not yet announced a new 
walking route for its benches. The benches 
already may be found along a path between 
the Western Sculpture Park and the Rondo 
Library in Summit-University.

Ahoy, mateys! Treasure Island 
Playground ready to expand 

Plans are proceeding full speed ahead to add 
a pirate ship and tree fort with climbing wall 
to the popular Treasure Island Playground 
next to Expo School, 540 S. Warwick St.

Volunteers are needed from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. the weekend of September 19-21 
to lend a hand and possibly some tools for 
the building effort. Volunteers are needed to 
help with building (basic carpentry skills are 
welcome but not necessary), recruiting volun-
teers, arranging for food service and helping 
with child care.

Some tools are needed, including saws, 
drills, sawhorses, extension cords, sanders, 
grinders, ladders and levels. Also needed is 
some heavy equipment, such as a Bobcat and 
a boom truck able to place a 500-pound roof 
on top of the 15-foot-tall tree fort.

Money for the project was raised through 
a Buy-A-Board program that was launched 
last year. Lunch and dinner will be provided 
to volunteers. For information, call Daniel 
Brown at 651-227-0038 or visit www.expogle.
com/volunteer.html.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and John Wadell.

The PETA protest in Rice Park (right) on 
September 3 appeared relatively tame when 
compared to that of the self-proclaimed 
anarchists above who marched down 
Kellogg Boulevard on September 1 on their 
way to the Xcel Energy Center and a run-in 
with local authorities protecting the peace 
at the Republican National Convention. 
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News Briefs



Highland Park Original!
2177 Bayard Ave.: Stunning 3-BR, 2-
bath all-brick home with rare vaulted 
LR ceiling. Italian marble FP w/flank-
ing French doors. Open 9/14 1-3 pm. 
Must see! SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $425,000

Finnish Import
2019 Jefferson: Classic 4-BR, 2-bath 
Mac-Groveland bungalow w/Scandi-
navian style. Fabulous front porch & 
gardens. New kit. w/birch, glass, 
stainless, concrete & Marmoleum.

651 485-0104 $359,900

Best Value in Crocus Hill
455 Dayton Ave., #306: 2-BR, 2-bath 
condo with a garage, elevator, secure 
building, close to shops/restaurants, 
colleges, bus lines. 
SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $189,900

Lakeside Living
2851 E. Lake of the Isles Pkwy.: 
Must-see 4+ BR, 3-bath mid-century 
styled home on the lake. You'll love 
the 3 decks w/lake views. Updated 
kitchen & baths, huge LL FR.

651 485-0104 $899,900

Contemporary Living
Ready to give up the snow shovel? 
This sunny 2+ BR, 2-bath luxury 
condo keeps you in the neighbor-
hood with none of the work. Upscale 
building on Grand Avenue.

651 225-3909 $599,000

European Charm
1936 Glenhill Rd. in prestigious Men-
dota Heights. Exquisite brick home 
with elegant spaces. Stunning inte-
rior. Magnificently maintained. A true 
masterpiece!

651 225-3921 $1,500,000

Classic 2-Unit Duplex
1150 Fairmount Ave.: Brick & stucco 
home in great Mac-Groveland area. 
Beautiful landscaping. Each unit has 
2 BRs, 2 baths, formal DR, eat-in 
kitchen, FP in LR, den & SR.

651 225-3921 $549,000

The Woodlands
836 Ivy Lane in Eagan: Enjoy this 3-
BR, 3-bath immaculate townhome in 
a fabulous location. Beautiful mature 
setting. One-level living with a full 
walk-out basement.

651 225-3921 $324,000

Stunning Townhome
376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey 
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck, 
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car 
gar. w/storage loft.

651 225-3921 $459,000

1796 Berkeley Ave.
This distinctive home melds the 
classic character of a 3-BR, 3-bath 
Craftsman four square with the qual-
ity workmanship of an architect-de-
signed 2-story. Gorgeous!

651 334-9660 $475,000

Classic Colonial
Formal spaces & cozy places to relax 
and enjoy in this Highland Park home. 
2 FPs, main floor family room and 
eat-in kit. 2-car attached garage.

612 750-3478 $439,900

Sweeping Views
New kitchen appliances, Gleeming 
stove, refrigerator & dishwasher. 
Much desired in-unit laundry, private 
balcony & pool. Enjoy urban living 
today.

612 750-3478 $138,900

Premier Location!
Marvelous one-of-a-kind duplex on a 
spectacular .8-acre bluff lot. Elegant 
4,400 sq. ft. main unit & 1,700 sq. ft. 
upper unit. Could easily be converted 
to single family.

651 225-3903 $1,250,000

Enjoy Condo Living
Fabulous condo, finished with qual-
ity & style. 2+ BR includes granite 
bath & kitchen, ss appl., huge private 
porch, FP, central AC, garage & extra 
storage. Outstanding value!

651 225-3903 $265,000

Come Inside!
Much more than meets the eye. Up-
dated home in move-in condition! 
Come inside this impeccable 4-BR, 
3-bath, 2,500+ sq. ft. home to appre-
ciate all it has to offer. 619 Fairview.

612 747-5071 $455,000

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

651698-2434

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.

651224-4321www.edinarealty.com           Your Home for Homes MLS

Brick Colonial
589 Montcalm Pl.: Magnificent home 
with 2½ stories of grand living area in 
high demand neighborhood. Beauti-
fully refinished hardwood floors. This 
fine home deserves the best.

651 690-8418 $1,100,000

Panoramic Views!
Spectacular 21st floor southeast cor-
ner condo in Park Towers, St. Paul's 
finest condo building. Ceiling to floor 
windows, large balcony, marble 
floors, 2-car garage.

651 690-8418 $725,000

Top-of-the-line Townhome
1943 Oak St.: Custom-designed 2-
story TH in Mendota Heights. 2 BRs, 3 
baths with spacious, lushly landscaped 
patio overlooking pond. Main floor FR 
and den off master bedroom.

651 690-8418 $459,000

Spectacular Lake Front
1½-acre lot with 150 ft. of beautiful 
lakeshore on clear, sandy bottom 
lake. Catch all the bass, northern and 
pan fried fish you can eat!

651 690-8418 $130,000

Highland Parkway
Lovely all-brick home with 4 BRs, 
2 baths, 2 FPs, and attached 2-car 
garage. Features natural woodwork 
and hardwood floors. The curb ap-
peal will draw you in.

651 690-8434 $475,000

6709 Bennett Court
Beautiful custom-designed 2-story 
four square. 4 BRs, 4 baths, wrap-
around porch and natural environ-
ment. Fabulous location!
www.carianncarter.com

651 690-8489 $549,900

569 Willoughby Way E
Gorgeous owner-built twin home with 
stunning views and minutes from 
downtown Minneapolis. Open floor 
plan, gourmet kitchen, gorgeous 
main-floor master suite, library.

651 690-8489 $699,900

Stonebridge of Lilydale
Fabulous 4,300 sq. ft., 5 BR, 4 bath 
w/gourmet kit.,FR w/stone FP, formal 
living & great room, 4-season sun-
room, private master suite, entertain-
ment media room w/full wet bar.

651 690-8437 $950,000

Affordable PLUS Income!
Adorable duplex 1 block to Merriam 
Park; gorgeous wainscoting, beamed 
ceilings, wood floors in owner's unit. 
Cute, versatile 1 or 2-BR apt. up-
stairs, rents at $750. Newer gar.

651 690-8408 $234,900

Crocus Hill Charmer
Charming St. Paul Row House w/
over 2,800 fin. sq. ft. of remodeled 
charm! 3 BRs, 3 baths plus 2-car 
garage. Walk to many of St. Paul's 
finest shops & restaurants!

651 686-2108 $499,900

St. Anthony Park
1380 Raymond: 3+ BRs, 3 baths, 
updated kitchen & main floor family 
room, large home office area, 2-car 
garage. Across from College Park. 
Photo tour at www.mnhouses.com

651 639-6383 $459,900

St. Anthony Park
2095 Commonwealth: 5 BRs, 3 
baths, fabulous master suite, built-ins 
& woodwork, stunning kitchen, 2-car 
garage, rear deck, lush landscaping.
Photo tour at www.mnhouses.com

651 639-6383 $598,900

St. Anthony Park
1517 Raymond: 3 BRs, 1½ baths, 
main floor family room, 2 main floor 
BRs, 2-car garage, lush yard, rear-
facing LR, plenty of storage. Photo 
tour at www.mnhouses.com

651 639-6383 $349,900
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tion shelters, the consolidation of 
four traction power substations to 
two, and the postponed installation 
of a second ticket vending machine 
at each platform.

“When we’re at the point of tak-
ing out ticket machines, that tells me 
how tight this budget is,” Bell said.

Project planners also pared the 
cost of Central Corridor main-
tenance facilities, reducing the 
amount of track and other materials 
used in their construction. St. Paul 
and Ramsey County representatives 
on the Central Corridor Manage-
ment Committee questioned the 
decision not to enclose a light-rail 
vehicle storage facility near the for-
mer Union Depot concourse. 

“To have a facility without 
walls, where you can’t even wash 
the cars—it just doesn’t make any 
sense,” said Ramsey County Com-
missioner Rafael Ortega.

Bell compared the downtown St. 
Paul storage facility to a car port. 
“The budget realities we face are so 
incredibly draconian, we’re forced 
to do this,” he said. 

Project planners left in the Cen-
tral Corridor budget the infrastruc-
ture for light-rail stations at Ham-
line, Victoria and Western avenues, 

making it easier to add them in the 
future. St. Paul and Ramsey County 
officials had lobbied to build them 
at the outset.

Under the plan approved on Sep-
tember 3, light-rail stations along 
University Avenue between Snelling 
and the state Capitol will be a mile 

apart. “We’ve heard a consistent 
voice on the part of the community 
that these stations be included,” said 
St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman. “I 
get the costs. I get the cost-effective-
ness index. I get the challenges we 
face.” But failing to provide adequate 
stations in neighborhoods where so 

many residents are transit-depen-
dent “is a question of trust,” he said. 

The submission of the Central 
Corridor plan to the FTA followed 
a 45-day public comment period. 
Sixty-five comments were received. 
Among the most numerous were re-
quests to build the three additional 

stations on University Avenue and 
address the loss of customer park-
ing on University. 

Close to 1,000 of the 1,150 on-
street parking spaces on University 
in St. Paul could be lost to the light-
rail line. Over the past few months, 
St. Paul city and Metropolitan 
Council staff have been survey-
ing businesses along the avenue to 
gauge the impact of that loss. Proj-
ect planners have pointed out that 
there are thousands of off-street 
parking spaces along University and 
hundreds of other on-street park-
ing spaces on adjacent side streets. 
However, negotiating shared park-
ing agreements and installing me-
tered parking or otherwise restrict-
ing parking on side streets brings 
additional costs and complications.

The third biggest concern in the 
public record is the impact the light-
rail line would have on local bus 
service, especially on University Av-
enue. Under the current plan, Route 
16 buses would run less frequently 
on University once the trains are 
operating. Central Corridor project 
staff have studied the idea of pro-
viding additional buses on Univer-
sity just between downtown St. Paul 
and Fairview Avenue. However, 
that would increased the cost of the 
project, raising its CEI to $25.65.

1b ceNtRaL coRRIDoR

The proposed Central Corridor light-rail transit line would feature 20 stations along its 11 miles of track as 
well as the infrastructure for three additional stations between Snelling Avenue and Rice Street. 

By Jane McClure

What they regard as a failure by 
state and federal agencies to con-
sider the Central Corridor light-

rail line’s impact on low-income people and 
minorities living or working in neighbor-
hoods on either side of University Avenue 
has prompted three local organizations to 
threaten a lawsuit. 

The St. Paul chapter of the NAACP, the 
Community Stabilization Project and the the 
Aurora/St. Anthony Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corporation have all said they will 
challenge the project in court for “serious de-
ficiencies” in its 4,000-plus-page supplemen-
tal draft environmental impact statement 
(SDEIS). The groups want the perceived de-
ficiencies addressed before a final EIS is com-
pleted for the project.

The light-rail line has been touted as a 
boon to the neighborhoods it would serve. 
However, residents of Summit-University 
and Frogtown are concerned that the pro-
posed transit line will lead to increases in res-
idential and commercial property taxes and 
decreases in on-street parking, all of which  
could displace local homeowners and drive 
out locally owned businesses.

Though the proposed $914.8 million bud-
get for the Central Corridor includes the in-
frastructure for light-rail stations at Hamline, 
Victoria and Western avenues, unless and 
until those stations are built, the light-rail sta-
tions between Snelling Avenue and the state 
Capitol will be spaced a mile apart and many 
people will have to walk a half-mile to catch 
a train or wait an additional 15 or 30 minutes 
for a bus.

The Summit-University Planning Council 

(SUPC) discussed the proposed lawsuit on 
August 26 along with the possible creation 
of neighborhood focus groups to help reduce 
the light-rail project’s negative impacts. An-
other suggestion was to draft a community 
benefits agreement before the light-rail line 
is built. 

“There are many people who are trying to 
head off a lawsuit,” said SUPC president Steve 
Wilson. “One way to do that would be to get 
people together to discuss what they want to 
see happen if the light-rail project is built.”

Representatives of the three prospective 
plaintiff groups have staged a variety of dem-
onstrations to make their point over the past 
several months, including a march on Au-
gust 14. They have also retained an attorney, 
Thomas DeVincke, who outlined their con-
cerns in a letter to the Metropolitan Council 
and FTA:

“The central failure of the SDEIS is that 
it is based entirely upon the conclusion that 
the (Central Corridor project) does not have 
a disproportionate impact on low-income 
and minority populations,” DeVincke wrote. 
“This conclusion is incorrect.”

The light-rail route would run through 
low-income and minority neighborhoods, 
DeVincke noted, and he questioned whether 
project planners understand the federal en-
vironmental justice requirements that would 
be triggered by the project.

Project planners need to consider mitigat-
ing the light-rail project’s impacts before it 
moves ahead, DeVincke said. The mitigation 
measures could include funds set aside to aid 
businesses disrupted by the light-rail line’s 
construction, a moratorium on resulting 
property tax increases and grants for existing 
locally owned businesses.

Plaintiffs seek to mitigate light rail’s impact on neighborhoods 
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community,” she said. “They aren’t juvenile 
delinquents.

With a staff of four and a $310,000 budget, 
Freeport St. Paul is hoping to serve 100 home-
less kids from the St. Paul area. The new Selby 
Avenue youth center will be open from 2:00 to 
7:00 p.m. on weekdays during the school year. 
The center offers computer stations where 
young people may work on resumes, search 
for jobs and enhance their computer skills. 

The Wilder Foundation estimates that on 
any given night there can be up to 700 kids 
out on Twin Cities’ streets. While the majority 
of the kids are local, a significant number are 
from the suburbs and outstate Minnesota.

“Young people need coaching in so many 
ways,” Wilson said. “They need the opportu-
nity to engage adults in conversation because 
so many of them aren’t getting it from their 
parents. It’s important for kids to know that 
people in the community care about them.”

Once Freeport St. Paul opened its doors, 
private money started coming in. The St. Paul 
Foundation and the F.R Bigelow Foundation 
each gave $30,000, and the Mardag Founda-
tion gave $10,000 to underwrite the program’s 
services.

“We have more kids on the street right now 
than we’ve had in a long time,” said Jerry Tim-
ian, project manager for the St. Paul Founda-
tion. “Children on the street are sexually and 
physically exploited by adults in terrible ways 
and we want to see that stopped.

“It was a good move to bring that program 
across the river to St. Paul,” Timian continued. 
“This organization has a long history of suc-
cess and its new leadership seems strong and 

thoughtful and is trying to raise their work to 
the next level.”

Sherree Ellis, manager of Freeport St. Paul, 
said the kids who come to the Selby location 
are often not the kind of kids who go to the 
bigger recreation centers. “They’re more com-
fortable in the smaller environment that we 
have to offer,” she said. “We try to make kids 
feel good enough about themselves so they 
know that they deserve to have good things 
happen to them. Some kids feel that there’s no 
hope and we’re trying to let them know that 
there are so many opportunities for them out 
there.”

Ellis said that a big draw for her program 
is the cultural component Freeport St. Paul 
offers in its promotion of acting, singing, 
dancing and the spoken word. One hundred 
kids participated in a theatrical production 
titled “Revelations Judgment Day,” which Ellis 
wrote and directed. Rehearsal began in winter 
and culminated in a performance at Stepping-
Stone Theater in August.

“The play was a grassroots effort,” Ellis said. 
“Those kids love a microphone and it drew 
them in. They got involved in our production 
and we got to know them.”

Wilson said Freeport St. Paul is now look-
ing for adult volunteers for such things as its 
reading program. “There’s such a huge need 
in this community,” she said. “We need to get 
more people involved. We wouldn’t ask for 
people to donate much of their time, but we 
need kids to see positive role models so they 
have something to aspire to.”

For more information, call Freeport St. Paul 
at 651-222-3504 or visit www.FreeportWest.
org.

1b frEEport St. pAuL

said board member Anne White.
A park-and-ride lot was considered for the 

former bus barn site after the I-35W Bridge 
collapsed, but the idea was dropped by Metro 
Transit last fall in favor of other measures to 
alleviate bridge traffic.

Board member Tim Thoreen said he could 
support an innovative development at the bus 
barn site that would include a parking facility. 
“I don’t think this is something we should im-
mediately reject,” he said. “There’s going to be 
a parking issue in this district when Central 
Corridor starts operating.”

Building a transit hub with parking and re-
tail stores is one of many ideas that have been 
considered for the former bus barn site. The 
site has been vacant since the bus barn was 
torn down in 2002. Past ideas have included 
a Best Buy store, a National Guard armory or 
a headquarters for Allina Hospitals and Clin-
ics. There have also been ideas for mixed-use 
development as part of a larger proposal to 

revamp Midway Shopping Center.
Shopping center owner RK Midway would 

like to buy the old bus barn property, but Met-
ro Transit would need to find land elsewhere 
in the area to park buses.

Union Park executive director Theresa 
Heiland suggested that the future of the bus 
barn property be discussed at part of an up-
coming workshop sponsored by the St. Paul 
Department of Planning and Economic De-
velopment and the national Center for Tran-
sit-Oriented Development. Results of a recent 
study analyzing the economic feasibility of 
development along Central Corridor at four 
sites, including the former bus barn site, will 
be presented at the workshop. Other sites that 
were studied include the Case Warehouse, 
Midway Chevrolet and the League of Minne-
sota Cities blocks.

The study will be presented at 11:45 a.m. 
Thursday, September 18, at the Central Cor-
ridor Resource Center, 1080 University Ave. 
Bring a bag lunch or register with Carol Pesh-
man at 651-266-6636 to have lunch provided.

1b cENtrAL corrIDor pArkING

Dreja Burce, 13, and Breanna Ellis, 12, take advantage of the new Freeport St. Paul facility 
in the Summit-University neighborhood. Photo By BraD StaUFFEr
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Jim:  Of course, it’s the “X.”  The Xcel Energy Center, located 
in the heart of downtown St. Paul, is part of the RiverCentre 
Convention Complex, home to this September’s Republican 
National Convention. It has 650,000 sq. ft. of space, has 
four concourses on four levels and has been the home of the 
Minnesota Wild of the NHL since September 29, 2000. 
That night was the first exhibition game for the team - and 
the team retired the first uniform number – #1 – representing 
all Minnesota hockey fans.

651-690-8556
www.jimburtongroup.com

The Burton Group knows
Highland ~ Mac-Grove

~ Mendota Heights!

The Villager reader asks: “Any unusual facts?”

Jim Burton 
Realtor

“What’s great about St. Paul?”

Complete Eye Care
Mendota Heights • 651.686.9393
Located in the Village of Mendota

www.eyesofmendota.com

By Jane McClure

The Rock-Tenn Community Advisory 
Panel (RCAP) has thrown its support 
behind the three top options chosen by 

the St. Paul Port Authority for powering Rock-
Tenn’s paper recycling plant in Merriam Park. 
However, it was not without reservations.

RCAP would like more information on the 
environmental and economic impacts of sev-
eral of the energy technologies recommended 
by the Port Authority, including anaerobic di-
gestion and gasification. RCAP is also press-
ing the Port Authority to remove the burning 
of refuse-derived fuel (RDF) as an energy 
option for Rock-Tenn. The Port Authority 
would like to keep the RDF option in case its 

top three options do not pan out. 
The top three options include:
• The burning of natural gas at a reduced 

cost resulting from the creation of a facility 
elsewhere in Minnesota or a nearby state that 
would produce biogas from agricultural waste 
through a process known as anaerobic diges-
tion.

• The operation of a new natural gas tur-
bine at Rock-Tenn to generate electricity and 
steam. The electricity would be sold to a util-
ity company, and the steam would be used to 
power Rock-Tenn.

• The building of a gasification facility at 
Rock-Tenn that would involve the burning of 
some form of biomass, such as switch grass, 
wood or logging residue.

Several RCAP members said they did not 
want to solve a St. Paul energy problem by 
creating an environmental problem else-
where. The RCAP report states that its sup-
port for anaerobic digestion should not imply 
that the panel has reviewed the environmen-
tal impact of biogas production. The report 
also recommends that local officials consider 
locating the anaerobic digestion facility at or 
near Rock-Tenn’s Midway plant.

Anaerobic digestion produces biogas by 
breaking down animal waste, agricultural 
waste or even household garbage through the 
use of microbes. The option recommended 
by the Port Authority would locate the facility 
at an ethanol plant, sugar beet plant or other 
rural site where the agricultural waste is read-

ily available.
“I wouldn’t mind an anaerobic digester in 

my neighborhood,” said RCAP member Tom 
Welna of Merriam Park.

RCAP member John Curry, also of Merri-
am Park, agreed. Such a facility at Rock-Tenn 
could serve the entire metropolitan area as a 
dropoff point for organic garbage, he said.

However, that did not sit well with mem-
bers of the local Neighbors Against the Burn-
er organization. “NAB would absolutely not 
support an anaerobic digester on or near the 
Rock-Tenn property,” said Nancy Hone, a 
Merriam Park resident who helped found the 
group.

By Kevin Driscoll

The Mendota Heights City 
Council has sent Paster En-
terprises back to the draw-

ing board once again with its two-
phase, $40 million plan to upgrade 
the Mendota Plaza Shopping Center 
on Highway 110 and Dodd Road.

After more than a year of work-
ing with Paster on the redevelop-
ment proposal, the council put off 
approval of the plan on August 5 
for another six months. The issue 
is expected to come up again at the 
council’s regular meeting on Octo-
ber 21, but only to see whether the 
developer’s plans have improved, 
according to council member Ultan 
Duggan.

This was the third time in the 
past year that Paster Enterprises has 
been told by the council to refine its 
plans for the center, which is one of 
11 owned and managed in the Twin 
Cities by the St. Paul-based com-
pany. 

“After all this time, (the owners) 
do not seem to be taking any of our 
suggestions,” Duggan said. “The 
overall feel of the plan, as it stands 
now, is not sufficiently unique for 
Mendota Heights, and it doesn’t fit 
with the bookends of the Dodge 
Nature Center (to the east) and the 
Mendakota Country Club (to the 
west). We don’t want just another 
strip mall.”

Council members would like 
Paster’s plan to better complement 

the type of development that can 
be found across Highway 110 at 
the Village at Mendota Heights. “It 
doesn’t need to be the same as that,” 
Duggan said, “but it needs to be as 
unique.”

In August 2007, Paster presented 
the council with a conceptual plan 
for the redevelopment, but was told 
it needed work. Duggan and fel-
low council member Jack Vitelli sat 
down with the company’s design 
staff last fall. But after meeting with 
the council again in May, Paster was 
left with a list of 22 concerns to ad-
dress. In July, the Mendota Heights 
Planning Commission recom-
mended the City Council approve 
Paster’s revised plans, but not before 
adding another 11 conditions.

“That list was ultimately reduced 
to 32,” Duggan said, “but the one 
item taken out turned out to be the 
most important: What will they do 
with the creek running diagonally 
through the property? They see it as 
an impediment and want to cover it 
with dirt. We  see it as an amenity. 
And we have yet to see word one on 
just what their housing plans are, 
not to mention their traffic manage-
ment plans.”

Part of the problem appears to 
be semantics. What Duggan and 
the City Council call a creek and an 
amenity, company president How-
ard Paster and development direc-
tor Ken Henk call a swamp and an 
eyesore. 

“We’d build a man-made pond 

on the site,” Paster said, “but the 
swamp divides the project in a way 
that doesn’t work for us. (Our) plans 
include the replacement of the exist-
ing drainage ditch and existing un-
desirable trees and vegetation with 
an underground drainage system 
and an extensive landscaping plan, 
including the planting of 350 trees 
throughout the development and 
along public roadways.”

Paster said the company is work-
ing with Al Singer from the Dakota 
County Farmland and Natural Ar-
eas Program on a plan that will 
allow for a regional trail through 
the property and address concerns 
about the creek. 

As for the traffic-management 
plans, Henk said a 38-page traffic 

analysis was conducted and it con-
cluded that there would be little 
or no impact on traffic patterns 
or volume in the vicinity. “We had 
verbal approval of our traffic plan 
from (Public Works director) Sue 
McDermott,” he said. McDermott 
has since left Mendota Heights for 
a similar job elsewhere.

Duggan responded that Paster is 
“ultimately planning to add 100,000 
square feet of business space, not to 
mention 100 new units of housing, 
all of which will definitely have an 
impact.” 

He added that the site’s design is 
not pedestrian-friendly. “The build-
ings need to be clustered in such a 
way as to encourage patrons to walk 
between stores and not use their cars 

to get from one side of the property 
to the other,” he said.

Phase 1 of redeveloping the 21.7-
acre site includes demolishing the 
west end of the shopping center 
where Snyders is located and con-
structing a separate, 14,820-square-
foot building for a new Walgreens. 
Snyders is set to move into the Vil-
lage at Mendota Heights by early 
October. 

The first phase would also include 
construction of a 7,600-square-foot 
restaurant and a 7,200-square-foot 
retail building on the northeast cor-
ner of the property, next to a new 
entrance off Highway 110. 

Phase 2 includes a 36,000-square-
foot office building, a 10,130-
square-foot daycare center and 
another 22,200 square feet of of-
fice and retail space. Depending on 
market conditions, phase 2 would 
also include a 100,000-square-foot 
building for either senior housing 
or market-rate apartments. 

At last month’s meeting, Vitelli 
said Paster’s revised plan still looked 
like a strip mall. Council members 
Sandra Krebsbach, Mary Jeanne 
Schneeman and Mayor John Hu-
ber all expressed varying degrees 
of frustration, but the consensus 
was that Paster be given another six 
months to come up with a workable 
design.

“We plan to fully cooperate with 
the city and the county,” Paster said. 
“We want to take the high road on 
this.”

Paster’s latest plan for Mendota Plaza fails to pass muster

Panel supports three options for Rock-Tenn with reservations

Paster Enterprises has a two-phase plan for improving the Mendota 
Plaza Shopping Center at Dodd Road and Highway 110. 
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Friday, September 19th • Saturday, September 20th

TRUNK SHOW • REFRESHMENTS • FREE DRAWINGS
COME IN & SEE ALL OUR NEW LOCATION HAS TO OFFER

Most Health & Vision Insurance Accepted • Styles for Every Budget • Most Glasses Same Day

2024 Ford Parkway • St. Paul • 651-698-2020

Eye exams available by Dr. Troy E. Randgaard

©2008, Pearle Vision, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Grand Opening
Celebration!

                               Highland Park

TWO DAYS ONLY!

50% OFF Frames
with purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses.

(Up to $150 Value)

Friday, Sept. 19th
Saturday, Sept. 20th

Some restrictions apply. Valid 9/19/08 &
9/20/08 only. Pearle Vision Highland Park only. 

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council has overturned a ruling by the 
city’s Board of Zoning Appeals and has granted a 116-
space parking variance to Life Time Fitness. The vari-

ance will allow the health club to expand its Highland Village 
facility and fill about 12,000 square feet of vacant office space 
within the three-story building that Life Time owns at 2145 
Ford Pkwy. However, the variance was granted with 28 condi-
tions, many of which must be met by Life Time by the end of 
September. 

The 28 conditions were largely drawn from a list of 34 con-
cerns drafted by residents of the neighborhood immediately 
north of Life Time, whose streets are often filled by spillover 
parking from Highland Village businesses. Though Life Time 
has a 266-space parking ramp next to the fitness center and 
rents 10 parking spaces in an adjacent surface lot, the pro-
posed expansion would increase its building’s required off-
street parking to 392 spaces.

Among the improvements being sought by Life Time is a 
new spa and cafe for its members. Life Time had planned to 
apply for a beer and wine license for the cafe, but it has agreed 
not to seek the license as a condition of its variance. 

According to Life Time senior director of corporate com-
munications Jason Thunstrom, the company is pleased with 
the compromise. “This action will allow for much-needed en-
hancements to our Highland Park health and fitness center in 
keeping with the amenities, services and experiences we wish 
to deliver to our members,” he said. “We thank our neighbors 
for their willingness to actively participate in ongoing, con-
structive dialogue.”

According to Pinehurst Avenue resident Kevin Mencke, 
the neighbors realize the compromise will not solve all of the 
problems associated with the shortage of off-street parking in 
Highland Village. However, he said, they are hopeful it will ad-
dress many of their safety and parking concerns.

The City Council initially heard Life Time’s appeal on Au-
gust 6, but at the urging of Ward 3 City Council member Pat 
Harris, it laid the matter over for two weeks to allow the parties 
to work out a compromise. Harris said he understands that 
the neighbors have put up with a lot of inconvenience over the 
years and that many still do not support the variance. Howev-
er, he said, he believes the conditions will make a difference.

Harris said his top priority is making sure Life Time patrons 
use the building’s parking ramp. The conditions call for Life 
Time to promote the ramp’s use through various means, in-
cluding free ramp parking for Life Time employees and con-
tractors, a minimum of three hours of free ramp parking per 
day for Life Time members, and a rewards-based system for 
club members who park in the ramp.

The ramp must remain open 24 hours a day. New secu-
rity measures must be added, including an escort service for 
ramp users, security cameras and improved lighting. Bicycle 
racks must be added to the ramp, and club members must be 
“strongly encouraged” to use non-motorized transportation. 
Life Time also must work with the city to rebuild the speed 
bumps in the alley behind the parking ramp and to review 
traffic flow issues. Truck deliveries to the building will now be 
on Ford Parkway and not in the alley, where there have been 
problems with traffic congestion and occasional accidents.

Another condition calls for Life Time to report to the city 
by September 30 on its adherence to conditions from past city 
resolutions regarding the building. Those agreements, which 
Harris and his legislative aide Dennis Rosemark have been re-
searching, date back to the 1980s when the building was first 
proposed. Life Time, which has operated a fitness center at 
that location since 1995, bought the building three years ago.

Life time, neighbors 
work out compromise

“There’s no way in hell 
they’d have a biogas facility 
(at Rock-Tenn),” said RCAP 
member Alan Schultze. “It’s 
insane. It stinks.”

RCAP has been studying 
energy alternatives for Rock-
Tenn for over a year. The 
plant near I-94 and Vandalia 
Street is currently powered 
by fuel oil and natural gas. 
However, for many years it 
was powered by steam piped 
from Xcel Energy’s old coal-
fired High Bridge Plant. Xcel 
decommissioned that plant 
last year in favor of a new 
natural gas-powered plant, 

and local officials have been 
studying various other ener-
gy options in an effort to save 
Rock-Tenn and its 500 jobs. 

A public meeting on the 
recommended energy op-
tions for Rock-Tenn will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
September 15, at the Wilder 
Foundation’s headquarters, 
451 N. Lexington Pkwy. The 
recommendations will also be 
reviewed by the local Union 
Park, Macalester-Groveland, 
Hamline-Midway and St. 
Anthony Park district coun-
cils before they are forwarded 
to the St. Paul City Council 
for a final decision.

�b  rock-tENN
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Viewpoint

I’m not marching anymore
To the editor:

I’ve been a peace patriot for 50 years, but last week was my 
last protest march. I was humiliated by the stormtroopers, 
the 8-foot black fences, the public address system that was 
shut off, the uninvited anarchists and the government’s 
overreaction. The money squandered by the city of St. Paul 
could have built a new school or library. The city employees’ 
time certainly could have been better spent. The Republican 
National Convention looked good in comparison to our 
“protest.”

The event started out at 11:00 a.m. on the huge grounds in 
front of the Minnesota Capitol, and by 1:00 p.m. there were 
well over 10,000 people there from all over the U.S. We had a 
stage and sound system. What if instead of a march, we had a 
program in which we expressed our views and educated each 
other instead of wearing out our shoes and muscles. There 
were many among us who could have shared their peace 
message and wisdom. Staying on the “high ground” of the 
Capitol and ignoring the RNC would have been much more 
effective and to the point.

Len Jackson
Ramsey Hill

RNC was a bust for St. Paul
To the editor:

Congratulations to St. Paul police chief John Harrington, 
assistant chief Matt Bostrom and the greatest police force 
in the state of Minnesota. The St. Paul Police Department’s 
restraint and professionalism was the highlight of the city’s 
fumbled attempt to pull off the high-profile Republican 
National Convention. The RNC and its estimated $160 
million windfall ended up as a bust rather than a bonanza for 
St. Paul’s retail community.

Minneapolis finessed St. Paul out of 80 percent of the 
action and left the remainder to be cherry-picked by 
Bloomington, Eagan and the Xcel Energy Center’s own 
in-house retail outlets. St. Paul got the emergency calls, the 
police and fire calls, a public image bordering on an urban 
riot and the bill.

Charles Senkler
Ramsey Hill

Editor’s note: The writer is co-owner of Fabulous Fern’s Bar 
and Grill on Selby Avenue.

Sharing the road
Dear editors:

The discussion around the proposed bicycle boulevard 
on Highland Parkway is of interest to me as a nonresident 
who does frequent business in Highland Park and likes to 
commute by bicycle as often as I can. I was disappointed that 
several letters in your previous edition opposed the bicycle 
boulevard with arguments quite peripheral to the scope of 
the actual proposal—points in opposition not to the bicycle 
boulevard per se, but to existing law. 

Bicyclists have the right to ride on any nonrestricted 
roadway. They have the right to ride two abreast and to 
operate on most sidewalks except in business districts 
or where otherwise restricted. These rights come with 
responsibilities to navigate safely, predictably and lawfully 
with respect to traffic conditions, other vehicles and 
pedestrians—exactly as motor vehicles are required to do.

John Siqveland
St. Anthony Park

Pumped up about bike boulevard
To the editor:

The angry residents fighting against a bicycle boulevard 
on Highland Parkway have nothing new to say and nothing 
of value to contribute to the discussion. Without exception, 
their letters have been misinformed and full of distortions. 

I’ve worked for eight years as a consultant to improve 
opportunities for biking and walking in St. Paul. I’ve heard 
every rant and wild allegation about how the sky will fall 
if we let bicyclists on our streets. In every neighborhood, 
opponents scream about how their street will be ruined if a 
simple bicycling improvement is made. Sometimes the city 
backs down. Sometimes it’s brave enough to do the right 
thing and build the project anyway. 

Without exception, every completed bicycle project 
has been a huge success. So successful, in fact, that 
neighborhoods all over St. Paul are asking for new projects. 
Bike lanes on Como, Marshall, Summit and Raymond 
avenues all met with opposition. But guess what happened 
after these amenities were built? The neighbors who 
screamed and howled about the project are never heard from 
again. Meanwhile, St. Paul has built yet another terrific route 
that makes it safer and easier for the thousands of us who live 
and work in St. Paul to bicycle to work, school and shopping. 

Inbox

INbox c�

By Dane Smith

In a recent New York Times interview, John McCain 
reiterated a claim he has been making since his first 
presidential campaign eight years ago. “I count myself as 

a conservative Republican,” he told the Times, “yet I view it 
to a large degree in the Theodore Roosevelt model.” 

To the consternation of conservatives who revere Ronald 
Reagan as the only acceptable GOP role model, McCain 
claims as his a president who was a crusading corporate 
adversary and an economic reformer who actually ran for 
president under the Progressive Party label.

Roosevelt remains beloved in part because he was a far-
sighted early advocate for federal tax increases, universal 
health care, expanding opportunities and workers’ rights. 
He was also the first aggressively conservationist president.

As McCain exits the Twin Cities where he accepted the 
GOP’s nomination for president, it’s appropriate to examine 
the validity of his kinship to Roosevelt. It’s especially 
appropriate here because Minnesota has a history as a 
progressive Republican state that embraced Roosevelt. 

It was at the 1901 Minnesota State Fair where Roosevelt, 
in a manly salute to the “sons of the men” of Minnesota who 
had so recently tamed “the Great Northwest,” first issued his 
immortal words on foreign policy, asserting that the U.S. 
ought to “speak softly and carry a big stick.”

How much did Minnesota like Roosevelt? In 1912, 
when Roosevelt led the breakaway Progressive Party in a 
spirited effort to address gross inequalities in a nation where 
small government was helpless to challenge big business, 
Minnesota gave Roosevelt his fourth-highest vote percentage 
and was one of only six states he carried in what was a 
Democratic landslide for Woodrow Wilson.

McCain hasn’t said much about how he’s like Roosevelt, 
but in 2000, columnist David Greenberg, under the headline 
“John McCain’s Big Shtick,” dismissed the analogy as “flimsy.” 
On domestic reform, “the TR-McCain analogy collapses,” 
Greenberg wrote. “(McCain) remains a conventional 
conservative on domestic issues…. On TR’s issues…McCain 
could not be less progressive.”

Other commentators have claimed that the McCain-
Roosevelt analogy has substantial merit based on their 
record of bravery in military action, their “peace through 
strength” toughness on foreign policy, and their advocacy of 
environmental protection.

At the very least, the GOP’s choice of McCain says 
something hopeful about the direction of the party. The 
leaders of the ideological right on both economic and 
cultural issues had declared McCain utterly unacceptable as a 
nominee as recently as last year.

McCain has since made peace with most if not all of those 
adversaries, leading his progressive critics to wonder whether 
his independence has any real meaning. Nevertheless, his 
nomination represents a turning away from the ideologically 
pure frontier of American politics and policy.

And having governmental leaders who are not reflexively 
opposed to using the power of that government to reinvest in 
our human capital and infrastructure is a good thing. David 
Brooks, perhaps the most influential of the Beltway pundits 
these days, wrote recently that there are “at least five large 
problems that will compel the federal government to act in 
gigantic ways over the next five years”: health care, energy, 
a stagnation in human capital and educational attainment, 
financial market reforms and infrastructure.

Brooks also compared McCain to Roosevelt. Brooks 
noted that Roosevelt had a sturdy conservative image as an 
American hero who was “thrifty, hard-working, vigorous 
and righteous.” But Roosevelt also sought to create a Square 
Deal for average Americans. Roosevelt, Brooks noted, said 
that “the true function of the state…should be to make the 
chances of competition more even, not to abolish them.” 
Or as Roosevelt said at the State Fair: “Our interests are, at 
bottom, common…. We go up or go down together.”

Dane Smith, a resident of Highland Park, is the president of 
Growth & Justice, a non-partisan advocate for fair taxation 
and smart public investment.

Teddy redux or 
just a big shtick
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If we want to reach Mayor Chris Coleman’s goal of making St. Paul 
“the most livable city in America,” then bike lanes, bike boulevards 
and other improvements are essential. If we want to meet the goals of 
reducing greenhouse gases, we must make it easy for people to drive 
less and bicycle more. If we want to meet the goals of the proposed 
city transportation plan to dramatically increase bicycling, we must 
build more bike infrastructure. 

There are no technical challenges in this project. There are no 
economic challenges. The only challenge is getting community leaders 
to realize that sometimes it’s best to ignore the howling voices and do 
what’s best for St. Paul.

I encourage all St. Paul residents who want more transportation 
options to call the mayor, City Council member Pat Harris and the 
Highland District Council to insist they fulfill the city’s stated goals 
and support this project. 

Alice Tibbetts 
Merriam Park

 

the 100 percent solution
To the editor:

One hundred percent of bicycle riders know that stop signs do 
not apply to them. About 99 percent of motorists believe that stop 
signs apply to them. And just over 70 percent of motorcyclists think 
it is possible that stop signs might apply to them. Such confusion or 
profound ignorance!

Notwithstanding that bicycle riders are superior to motorists 
morally and every other way as well, it is arguable that this situation 
should be clarified before someone is killed. Two solutions are 
obvious: Ban motorists from using Mississippi River Boulevard and 
remove the stop signs, or get the St. Paul police to patrol the river 
road and issue citations. Given the number of bicyclists and assuming 
that running a stop sign costs $100, the latter solution would result in 
major revenue for the city.

T. Sexton
Macalester-Groveland

A safe corridor for cycling
To the editor:

Let me begin by thanking Jane McClure for writing a very 
balanced article about the August 11 meeting on the proposed bicycle 
boulevard on Highland Parkway (Villager, August 20). There was a lot 
of passionate debate on both sides, and she accurately captured it all. 
Steve Michael’s cartoon on the editorial page also accurately captures 
what the reality of what a bike boulevard is—a safe corridor that 
cyclists and pedestrians can use to avoid high-traffic roads.

I have been an avid cyclist for 40 years and co-own a bike shop 
in South Minneapolis. In all of those years, I have never seen a 
community project that both enhances the quality of a neighborhood 
and addresses citizen concerns until now. Bike boulevards are 
designed to reduce automobile traffic along their length and direct 
that traffic to higher-density streets like Ford Parkway. Fewer cars 
means less noise and less pollution. This project would lower the 
speed limit from 30 to 25 mph, but it would not restrict automobile 
traffic nor add any additional traffic signals. It would have no impact 
on parking or snow removal. In cities that have established bike 
boulevards, property values have generally gone up, since home 
buyers like living where automobile traffic has been replaced with 
quiet, nonpolluting bicycles.

Cyclists take risks every day they travel on the roads. State law 
recognizes them as vehicles with rights to the roadway. The Highland 
Parkway bike boulevard would simply give them a safe east-west 
corridor with access to bike trails at either end. There are certainly 
cyclists out there who do not obey traffic signs, ride on sidewalks and 
exceed trail speed limits. They should be prosecuted. 

The bicycle is a viable means of urban transportation that is here 
to stay. It offers the rider improved health without polluting, using 
fossil fuels or increasing congestion on the roads. Cyclists are your 
neighbors and fellow citizens who also pay taxes and go off to work 
everyday to provide for their families. They have a right to be on the 
roadway and are simply asking for a safe corridor upon which they 
can have priority over cars.

Kevin MacAfee
Macalester-Groveland

no need for bike boulevard
Dear editor,

We oppose the proposed Highland Parkway/Edgcumbe Road 
bicycle boulevard. It will clog traffic on Highland Parkway and 
Edgcumbe, forcing more traffic onto adjacent streets. It is unsafe, 
encouraging bicyclists and cars to share space on a narrow, unstriped 
street. Bicyclists will have priority by law, and two riding side by side 
will irritate and confuse drivers as well as block the street to cars.

It is also unnecessary. There are other streets in Highland on which 
bicyclists can safely get from the Mississippi River to I-35E—Ford 
Parkway, Montreal and Randolph, among others. Further, there are 
already many areas within St. Paul and the metropolitan area available 
to recreational bicyclists. The existing striped bike lanes are perfectly 
adequate for bicyclists commuting to work. 

Minneapolis has done a good job of providing safe bike paths 
away from streets used by cars. St. Paul needs to avoid a jerry-rigged 
solution. Having $250,000 of federal money shouldn’t compel a 
project that isn’t in the best interest of a majority of our neighborhood.

We believe this bike boulevard will not encourage more residents to 
bike to work. It will be used primarily for recreation. It does not seem 
necessary to make getting around in our community more difficult, 
particularly after the closing of Antonio Road through the park and 
the imminent opening of Trader Joe’s at a busy intersection. 

Transit for Livable Communities is taking a livable community and 
making the community less livable. 

 
Carol Beadie, Judy Kinkead, Missy Bruber,

Debbie Patterson, Judy O’Donnell
Highland Park

For a greener city
To the editor:

I live in the city because, like many others, I love the proximity to 
work, groceries and entertainment. I applaud those I see biking to 
these areas. Not only are they staying healthy, they are taking care of 
our Earth. Of course, there are cyclists who are not always law-abiding 
or courteous and therefore frustrating to some. However, there are 
also motorists who stop in the middle of a crosswalk, fly through 
a red light, forget to slow coming out of an alley or drive 35 mph 
down neighborhood streets. We could spend a lot of time sharing 
experiences of bicyclists versus motorists. The fact remains that bikes 
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280 Summit Ave. #6 High demand luxury condo 
with gourmet kitchen, two fireplaces, heated 
underground parking & private rooftop terrace 
with incredible views of the city!   $979,000

Bob Reidell & 
Associates offers your 

new home! Visit
www.bobreidell.com 

to view all our 
properties & more.

BOB REIDELL

Bob Reidell

Results651.696.0855 ®

Executive Condo!

297 Mt. Curve Blvd. Picturesque English Tudor 
offers wonderful spaces for living and entertain-
ing, two fireplaces, beautiful hardwood floors, 
five bedrooms and four baths.   $835,000

Beautiful Tudor

726 Evergreen Knoll. Luxurious two-story offers five 
bedrooms, four baths, many improvements, and 
over 5,000 sq ft on a quiet street in high demand 
Mendota Heights neighborhood.   $799,000

Stunning 2-Story!

1271 Sylvandale Rd. Stunning contemporary offers 
three bedrooms, four baths, custom gourmet 
kitchen, and intriguing floor plan on park-like half 
acre lot overlooking the creek.   $769,900

Perfection!

1530 Edgcumbe Rd. This stunning property offers 
seven bedrooms, five baths, three fireplaces, elegant 
spaces for entertaining & grand veranda on a beauti-
ful two acre lot overlooking the bluffs.   $1,795,000

Distinctive Colonial

2050 Stanford Ave. State of the art renovation of 
this single family home w/ the highest quality mate-
rials. Four bedrooms, 3 new baths, on a double lot 
in the heart of Mac-Groveland!    $695,000

Rare Opportunity!

1594 Edgcumbe Rd. Executive, versatile 2-story on 
park-like setting featuring over 7,000 square feet. 
Enjoy your own “spa” with exercise room,
sauna & beautiful private pool   $1,295,000

Premiere Offering!

1917 Summit Ave. Dream condo on historic 
Summit Avenue offers four bedrooms, (plush, 
spacious master suite) beautifully updated, over 
3,400 square feet.   $649,900

Just Listed!

are allowed on streets; it’s the law. Bicyclists and motorists 
need to coexist. 

For the future of our kids, our environment and our 
global connections, we need to become a greener, healthier 
community. Urban living meets those needs. The suburbs 
are where people must rely on cars to get a cup of coffee, see 
a movie or go to a park. Perhaps that’s a better place for those 
who are frustrated by bicyclists. 

Maureen Sackmaster Carpenter
Macalester-Groveland

Promote biking, prevent disease
To the editor:

Those who might have the opportunity to benefit from 
the proposed Highland Parkway bike boulevard would do 
well to read both the recently released “Minnesota Obesity 
Plan” (www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/obesity/index.
html) and “Prevention for a Healthier America,” a report 
of the Trust for America’s Health (www.healthyamericans.
org). According to the reports, the nationwide epidemics of 
obesity and diabetes are a threat to the physical and economic 
health of the country. “Prevention for a Healthier America” 
concludes that with a $50.9 million ($10 per person) 
annual investment in community-based disease prevention 
programs, Minnesota would see a net savings of $58.2 million 
in the first two years and $352.9 million in 10 to 20 years.

No chronic disease prevention program can succeed 
without adequate physical activity, and the Highland 
Parkway bike boulevard would help St. Paulites achieve the 
disease-prevention goals that are necessary for a happy and 
prosperous life.

Dr. Thomas E. Kottke
Merriam Park

Editor’s note: Dr. Kottke is a professor of medicine at the 
University of Minnesota and a senior clinical investigator for 
Health Partners Research Foundation.

 

An industry you can bank on
Dear editor,

In spite of the negative headlines regarding challenging 
economic conditions, failed banks and the ongoing credit 
crisis, the banking industry overall is solid and strong. The 
industry, including traditional federally insured, federally 
regulated depository institutions, your local commercial 
bank, thrift or savings bank, is well-regulated and profitable.

To date, only nine of the nation’s 8,500 banks have failed 
in 2008. Since 1995, 10 or fewer banks have failed each year. 
Additionally, banking capital is at historic highs. Banks use 
their capital and loan loss reserves as a buffer against any 
potential operating losses. As of March 2008, the industry 
held $1.36 trillion in capital, plus $120.9 billion in reserves, 
for a total buffer of $1.48 trillion. Banks are well-positioned to 
continue helping their communities grow and prosper.

The Upper Midwest is fortunate to have an especially 
strong banking industry. This region has limited exposure to 
the boom-bust geographic areas that have been the source of 

many of the banking industry’s most pressing problems. 
Despite a few highly publicized bank failures, the 

U.S. banking system today receives solid backing in the 
form of FDIC insurance. Currently, the FDIC insurance 
fund contains more than $52 billion in assets and earns 
an additional $2.5 billion in interest annually to protect 
depositors. Additionally, federal and state banking regulators 
closely monitor the financial health of every bank. When 
needed, regulators work to improve the health of banks that 
are struggling.

History proves that the U.S. economy is cyclical in nature, 
enduring both boom and bust cycles. During this cycle, 
your local bank remains open for business, doing what it 
does best: helping meet clients’ needs and building healthy 
communities.

 
Jason Burak, Assistant Vice President

Bremer Bank-Midway

School dismantles stereotypes
To the editor:

Thank you for your article about the Laura Jeffrey 
Academy, the new “girl-centered” charter school for grades 
5-8 (Villager, August 6). As a parent and a lawyer who 
specializes in gender equality, I am excited about the mission 
of the school, which is to help girls make their own choices in 
the face of cultural pressures that would otherwise steer them 
away from math, science, engineering and athletics. However, 
I was concerned that some of the off-the-cuff comments 
in the article from young interviewees—e.g., that boys are 
“super naughty”—might unintentionally mislead readers 
about the philosophy behind this mission.

I think the people creating the Laura Jeffrey Academy 
would agree that same-sex education is a good idea, but not 
because boys are naughty or girls don’t like math. It’s because 
same-sex education can help to dismantle these types of 
stereotypes, which are harmful to both boys and girls.

 
Jill Gaulding

Macalester-Groveland

Nationalize the Ford Plant
To the editor:

I agree with Roger Terveen of United Auto Workers Local 
879 that it is great news that Ford Motor Company’s Twin 
Cities Assembly Plant will remain open until 2011 (Villager, 
August 20). However, the struggle to save union jobs at the St. 
Paul plant is not over.

Across the nation, the scourge of plant closings has created 
a crisis for the working class. The threat of plant closings is 
wielded as a weapon against organized labor. Ford CEOs 
have never made decisions based upon anything other than 
maximum profits. Job security for auto workers is not a 
consideration in the minds of corporate bosses. 

Ford initially announced that it would be closing the Twin 
Cities Assembly Plant in 2008 and coerced many UAW 
members to accept buy-out packages. Ford’s profits jumped 
as workers were laid off and the union was kicked in the 
teeth. Even as Ford announces that the plant will remain 
open a few more years, the threat of the plant’s closure and 

the unemployment of almost 1,000 workers still looms. Karl 
Marx was right when he said that “capitalist production 
squanders human lives.”

Enough is enough. The time has come to nationalize the 
Twin Cities Assembly Plant and guarantee union power 
and job security by operating the Ford Plant under public 
ownership. Ford is not entitled to any compensation. The 
working class has subsidized Ford’s manufacturing at the 
St. Paul plant for years. What the taxpayers finance, the 
taxpayers should own. The Ford Plant should be taken over 
by the government and run by and on behalf of the workers 
and the community. 

Gus Hall, former leader of the Communist Party USA, 
said at a 1979 rally in Detroit that “there is nothing wrong or 
illegal in the government taking over these plants, because 
there is one sacred and inalienable right that supersedes all 
others, and that is the right of the people to make a living—to 
be able to eat, pay rent, raise and educate their children.” 

Everyone who cares about the working class and fighting 
union busting is invited to a public forum on the Ford Plant 
at 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 22, at Mayday Books, 
301 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Speakers will include 
a representative of the Gus Hall Action Club, Christine 
Frank of the International Association of Theatrical Stage 
Employees Local 13, Alan Maki of the Midwest Casino 
Workers Organizing Council and David Riehle of United 
Transportation Union Local 650.

 
Michael Wood

Longfellow, Minneapolis

Editor’s note: The writer is a member of the Gus Hall Action 
Club.

 

Charisma is not a platform
To the editor: 

Every time I see another fresh-faced ad by U.S. Senator 
Barack Obama, it awakens in me images of my days at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. We once had a similarly 
charismatic young U.S. senator come through town, Senator 
Bobby Kennedy, and most on campus responded as so many 
students do now, with thoroughly engaged hearts and minds. 
Then, I was a member of Students for a Democratic Society 
and was profoundly apolitical, believing the Republicans 
and Democrats were simply subsets of the Capitalist Party. I 
remember chanting at an anti-Kennedy rally, “Charisma is 
not a platform,” a belief I hold today.

Even though I have never trusted visceral buzzwords on a 
speaker’s placard or in his or her stump speeches, I remember 
those moments as the most idealistic in a student’s life, the 
moments they most want something to believe in. And that 
brings up a problem that McCain will surely exploit: Obama’s 
exploitation of his own inspiration. Can Obama shine in his 
own afterglow from months gone by, or will those promised 
hopes and dreams be seen more clearly in the harsh light of 
November?

 
Paul Peter Paulos

Macalester-Groveland
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(651)690-5497

...But You Don’t Have Dental Insurance?

Introducing...

Est. 1983

Please call or stop by our 
convenient location for an 
informational brochure.

Be pr

Perfect for Senior Citizens!

epared to smile!

NEED DENTAL TREATMENT?

• Experienced Clinician
•  Affordable
• High Quality Service

• Personalized Prompt Care
• Sedation Techniques As Needed

tv-smiles.com
(651)690-5497

542 S Snelling • Highland Park • St. Paul, MN

“Where can I get
a TV Smile?”

Immanuel Baptist
Church

We welcome
you to worship

with us on:
Sunday

10:00 am – Bible Class
10:45 am – Worship

Wednesday
7:00 pm – Bible Study/Prayer

www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an

independent church
750 Watson Ave. • St. Paul
MN 55102 • 651-227-5075

Support your small,
neighborhood business
1140 Grand Ave.
651 224-3038

Heather Stadtherr, DVM
Nancy A. Balto, DVM   Ann E. Brownlee, DVM
Kate Freed, DVM   Karen Christopherson, DVM

Grand Ave.
Veterinary Center

Competent,
Compassionate Care.Village needs a cleaning

To the editor:
I was embarrassed when we brought our 

Danish guests down to Highland Village 
this summer for a tour. Down Bohland past 
the fields, we saw broken booze bottles and 
litter. Further, along Ford Parkway, in front 
of eating and drinking establishments, we 
walked on sticky sidewalks and cigarettes 
butts, saw crusty food on tables and chairs, 
and side-stepped spilled beverages. And this 
was at 10:00 a.m.!

All it would take is a few buckets of hot, 
soapy water thrown down on the sidewalks 
and rinsed with a garden hose during these 
summer months to make it more presentable 
and make it easier for us to show off the 
Village.

I e-mailed the Highland Business 
Association and one particular business to 
complain. I never received an answer and 
have seen no improvement. 

Margie Meyers
Highland Park

 

Growing concern
Dear editor,

I would like to make a correction in the 
Villager issue dated August 6 regarding 
the first meeting of Greater Highland 
Neighbors Against Crime. It read that more 
than 100 local residents attended. I was a 
volunteer at the meeting and I counted 170 
neighbors, business owners and managers 
who attended. I would also like to thank the 
Villager for the report on this meeting.

Michelle Mahr
Highland Park

Judging Sarah Palin
To the editor:

Governor Sarah Palin and the political 
movement she represents gain their power by 
passing judgment on others. They not only 
pass judgment, they turn their judgment into 
laws—laws that condone discrimination, 
laws that add to the economic hardship of 
struggling families because they don’t meet 
their moral standards, laws that censor and 
distort science in ways that jeopardize the 
public’s health.

To question Palin’s merits as a vice 
presidential candidate is not about the 
actions of her family members. It’s about her 
belief that she can pass judgment on others 
but others can’t pass judgment on her when 
her personal life is shown to be no different 
from the lives of those she has publicly 
condemned. 

The fact that John McCain didn’t see this 
as an issue when choosing her as a running 
mate is further evidence that when it comes 
to serving the public interest and not just his 
political interest, he just doesn’t get it.

Bob Tracy
Macalester-Groveland

Scholastic nightmare
To the editor:

Nacel International School can change its 
name and address (Villager, August 6), but 
that can’t change the horrific experience I 
had hosting for them in 2006-07. My student 
was a terrific young woman from Poland 
who called me her Minnesota Mom, and I 
remain friends with her and her family today. 
In fact, she returned to St. Paul last year to 
attend college and lived with me again part of 
the time. 

Nacel’s staff and administration treated me 
so badly that I will never host for them again.
When I informed Nacel staff about a host 
mom who was holding student parties in 
her home with almost no supervision, I was 
ignored. As I continued to observe and speak 

up about other concerns, I was consistently 
treated with disrespect and disregard, even 
laughed at.

The concerns I raised were about a range 
of issues, such as favoritism shown toward 
certain host families or their students, 
inconsistent enforcement of school policies, 
almost no cross-cultural activities, the 
principal being absent most days, the 
difficulty in collecting on a student’s health 
insurance, almost no English preparation for 
those students needing help, and late stipend 
checks.

The more I spoke up about these 
issues, the more I was treated by staff and 
administration with unprofessional and 
disrespectful behavior. When I learned 
last November that school staff and school 
representatives continued to bad-mouth me 
privately and publicly, my lawyer wrote Nacel 
threatening further action if it did not stop. 

Hosting a student from another country 
can truly be a wonderful experience with 
long-term benefits for both parties, but my 
hosting with Nacel was a nightmare.

 
Katherine Werner

Macalester-Groveland 

Sisters’ sendoff
To the editor:

What a wonderful article on the Sisters of 
St. Joseph at St. Mark’s school and convent 
(Villager, August 20). Writer Carolyn 
Will really captured Sister Mary Fran 
Allen’s personality in the story. I know I’m 
prejudiced regarding the good work of our 
sisters at St. Mark’s since 1913, but this really 
was a well done news story. Thanks!

 
Sister Mary E. Kraft

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Ovarian cancer alert
To the editor:

Ovarian cancer is the fifth most common 
cause of cancer death among women in the 
U.S. As a stage 3C survivor, I am interested in 
raising awareness about this disease.

Several factors have been known to 
significantly increase a woman’s risk of 
developing epithelial ovarian cancer, which 
represents about 85 percent of all ovarian 
cancers:

• Two or more close relatives—mother, 
sister, daughter, grandmother or aunt—had 
ovarian cancer.

• A family history of other cancers, such 
as uterine, ovarian or colorectal, in either 
female or male relatives, especially in their 
20s or 30s.

• An earlier bout of breast cancer.
• An inherited BRCA-1 or BRCA-2 gene 

mutation.
• Ashkenazi Jewish decent.
• Infertility.
Many women with ovarian cancer have 

reported such symptoms as bloating, 
pelvic or abdominal pain, difficulty eating 
or feeling full quickly, and urgency or 
frequency of urination. Please see your 
doctor if you experience a combination of 
these symptoms that persist for more than 
two or threes weeks or increase in intensity. 
Other symptoms may include fatigue, 
indigestion, back pain, pain with intercourse, 
constipation and menstrual irregularities.

If you experience these symptoms, ask 
your doctor for these three tests: combination 
pelvic/rectal exam, CA 125 tumor marker 
blood test and a transvaginal ultrasound. 
The tests are not fool-proof when used alone, 
but used together can be very helpful in 
diagnosing ovarian cancer.

Susan Kushner
Mendota Heights

Editor’s note. The writer is a founding board 
member of the Minnesota Ovarian Cancer 
Alliance.
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Over before the weekend…
50% off sale!

50% off lenses & frames sale starts Sept. 11th and ends Sept. 12th
Save Time…
Run in to either of our two locations 
and we’ll have you in and out before 
you know it.

Great looks…
Get the best and newest lens styles, 
new progressive lenses, thin and light 
styles, Transition changeable lenses. 
New anti-reflection coatings too.

Save Money…
We’re giving 50% off everyday pricing 
of frames and lenses for your whole 
family. (Must purchase comlete pair of 

eyewear). It’s our “Two Day..Enjoy the 
weekend”..special.

Set up an eye exam…
Call to set up an appointment for an 
eye exam for everyone in your family 
with Dr. Jenna Sculley on Thursday, 
September 11th only. It’ll save you 
even more time.

Falcon Heights
1542 Larpenteur Ave. W.
Falcon Hts., MN 55113

(651) 645-1976

Highland Park
772 Cleveland Ave. S.
St. Paul, MN 55116

(651) 224-2883

Save up to $100 off the frames and up to $100 on the lenses.No other discounts apply, no refunds on previous orders,
cannot be combined with insurance benefits. Add-ons and some specialty lenses cost extra.

No discounts on Plano Sunglasses, Maui Jim Sunglasses or Ready-Made Readers

$27000 Installed
$25000 Installed

INSTALLED PRICING
16' x 7' RAISED PANEL STEEL
$87900 Full 2’’ Thick Insulated

Steel Front & Back
$71000 Insulated with Vinyl Backer

$61000…………………Non-Insulated
Removal and Disposal of old door additional.

same dayservice
FREE

ESTIMATES

WHY GREAT GARAGE DOOR
	 • Quality in a Variety of Price Ranges
	 • Most Doors Installed in 1 Week
	 • Variety of Styles & Custom Sizes
			• Award Winning Service Since 1985
	 • Straight Talk Sales ( No Phoney $200 Coupons )

1/2 H.P. Opener

651486-0000

Super Quiet 
Belt Drive

Chain Drive

you
deserve
something

hair • make-up • nails • skin • massage

safe, earth-friendly brands
davines hair care

eminence organics skin care
jane iredale skin care make-up

verikira aromatherapy/body care

family owned & operated
www.phreshspasalon.com

937 grand ave, st paul
651.227.6371

Sue Johnson

International President’s Circle
Coldwell Banker Burnet

Sue knows your neighborhood and
delivers results with integrity

Contact her today!

651-282-9686
suejohnson@cbburnet.com
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

Voted Minneapolis St. Paul Magazine
Super Agent 2008

Is You
�

At� Twin� Cities� Eye�
Specialists,� we� specialize�

in� helping� you� see� your�
best.�

Whether� you� simply� need� an�
eye�exam�for�glasses�or�contact�
lenses� or� if� you� have� an� eye�
condition�that�requires�medical�or�
surgical� treatment,� we� are�
committed� to� helping� you� achieve�

your�best�results.�

Considering�Lasik?��We�offer�the�latest�
in� Lasik,� including� advanced� wavefront�

laser�vision�correction.�

Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!

By Carolyn Will

Many of the University of Minnesota 
students arriving in buses at the 
home on Lower St. Dennis Road  

on a recent Sunday afternoon had never met 
long-time Highland Park resident Larry Bent-
son. They didn’t know that he’s a living legend 
in the broadcasting industry, having started 
many television and radio stations, includ-
ing what’s now KARE 11. Nonetheless, the 
students all proudly identified themselves as 
Bentson Scholars and were eager to meet oth-
er scholarship recipients and their benefactor. 

Bentson, 87, who greeted the students with 
a level of energy belying his age, was treating 
them to a catered barbecue in his backyard. 
The students were all recipients of a Bentson 
Family Scholarship, the largest privately do-
nated scholarship fund offered at the U. The 
$5,000 annual scholarships are all renewable 
for four years. 

The idea to establish the scholarship fund  
came from Bentson and his late wife, Nancy. 
In 2003, they told then-university president 
Mark Yudof that they wanted to do some-
thing out of the ordinary. “Dr. Yudof told us 
the greatest need was scholarships,” Bentson 
said. 

With a gift of $10 million, the first Bent-
son Family Scholarships were awarded in the 
summer of 2004, just before Nancy passed 

away. “She was so excited about it and she 
talked with every one of those first students,” 
Bentson said.

Nancy graduated from the U’s medical 
technology program in 1945, two years after  
Bentson graduated from the U’s Institute of 
Technology. Following three years in the U.S. 
Navy, Bentson began his storied career in 
communications in partnership with his fa-
ther-in-law, Eddie Ruben.

Before he even finished college, Bentson 
had started working in radio for his uncle, 
Ed Hoffman, who built WMIN-AM 1400. “I 
was his timekeeper for the construction crew, 
making sure they put in a full day’s work,” 
Bentson said. 

While still in college, he also worked as an 
engineer and announcer for the station. 

Around that same time, a young woman 
from across the river caught his eye. “I started 
dating Nancy when it was really something for 
guy from St. Paul to date a gal from Minneap-
olis,” said Bentson, who attended Groveland 
Elementary, Ramsey Junior High and Central 
High School before heading to the U. 

Bentson married Nancy after his discharge 
from the Navy and returned to WMIN, even-
tually becoming its president. He built one 
of the Twin Cities’ first television stations, 
WMIN-TV Channel 11, as well as South Da-

Larry Bentson, right, talks with scholarship recipients David Droullard, left Justin Ancier, 
Scott Palmer and Mike Blyakher during a barbecue at his home. Photo By Anne BrAnDruD

U of M scholars have homegrown 
role model in Highland’s Bentson
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By Kevin Driscoll

West St. Paul-Mendota Heights- 
Eagan School District 197 
will kick off its year-long 

150th anniversary celebration with an 
old-fashioned schoolhouse raising from 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 13, at Matson Field, located across 
from Heritage Middle School on Butler 
and Stryker avenues in West St. Paul. 

Pancakes and a potluck dinner will 
be served from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
A variety of vintage sporting events, in-
cluding old-fashioned baseball, will fol-
low until 3:00 p.m.

The 150-square-foot building will 
be a replica of the district’s first school-
house that was built in 1859, just a year 
after Minnesota was granted statehood. 
Initially known as County School 3, the 
building was located about 40 yards 
from Delaware and Emerson avenues on 
the border of West St. Paul and Mendota 
Heights. The building was later renamed 
the No. 5 District School.

Once it is finished, the replica will 
serve as the ticket booth and storage 
room for the high school football and 
soccer games played at Matson.

“The district is not putting any money 
into this,” said Debi McConnell, history 
project chair. McConnell said virtually 
all of the cost of the schoolhouse, about 
$5,000, is being covered by donations of 
money, materials and labor. “We’ve re-
ceived a most generous grant of $3,000 
from Home Depot for building materi-
als,” she said, “and in-kind donations 
of architectural design work from Bob 
Roscoe of Design for Preservation Ar-
chitects.”  

Steve Bulach of Bulach Custom Rock, 
Mike Klehr Inc. and Shane Pavel of Pavel 
Enterprises have all committed materials 
and labor to the effort. Nilles Builders is 
providing the materials for the cupola. 

“Twin City Siding Professionals and 
Metzger Building Supply are also pro-
viding labor and materials,” McConnell 
said. Metzger will install a bell on the 
schoolhouse later in the month.

Throughout the 2008-2009 school 
year, the district’s 150-year history will 
be incorporated into lessons at each of 
the district’s eight schools and activities 
at PTA events will focus on the theme, 
“Proud Past, Bold Future.” The festivi-
ties will wind up with a history fair the 
weekend of June 5-7, 2009. 

According to a history of the district 
written by Gloria Gritz, Samuel Cole 
Staples founded the district’s first school 

and promptly registered his two sons, 
Charles and George. 

In 1863, the school was moved to the 
site of today’s Somerset School, 1355 
Dodd Road, and served 17 students ages 
5-17. That school burned down in 1899 
and was replaced with the new Staples 
School, named after Samuel Staples, 
who still served on the School Board at 
the time.

Four other schools—Gladstone, Mc-
Clung, McGrath and Sibley—were 
built in 1887-1888. Gladstone School, 
named after the British prime minister, 
also held city offices. It was built at 212 
Wentworth Ave. in West St. Paul on land 
donated by George Wentworth. It was 
condemned in the early 1900s and de-
molished in 1930. 

McClung School was located at 248 E. 
Hurley St. in West St. Paul. Named for 
John W. McClung, who wrote promo-
tional literature to encourage settlement, 
it had 13 pupils in 1910. It was closed in 
1928 and demolished two years later.

McGrath School opened at the cor-
ner of Wentworth Avenue and Charlton 
Street on land donated by James Mc-
Grath.  

Sibley School, named after governor 
Henry Hastings Sibley, was located on 
the south side of Bernard and Allen av-
enues in West St. Paul.  The school was 
demolished in 1964.

Emerson School was built in 1915 on 
the southwest corner of Bernard and 
Livingston avenues in West St. Paul. Em-
erson was the first school in the district 
to have electricity and plumbing. Named 
for the city alderman who owned the 
land for Somerset Golf Course, it was 
demolished in 1964.

Voters decided in 1928 to build Dodd 
School at Smith Avenue and Dodd Road 

in West St. Paul. It was completed in 
1929 at a cost of $67,000. In 1953, it be-
came the district’s first school to have 
television sets. Dodd School was demol-
ished in 1970 and is currently the site of 
the Doddway Shopping Center.

Another bond issue in 1930 allowed 
for the construction of Oakdale School 
at Oakdale and Roeller avenues in West 
St. Paul. It was the district’s first school 
to have a gymnasium and cost $49,000 
to build. It was demolished in the early 
1980s.

A new Sibley School opened for 
grades 1-8 in 1939 and a high school 
was added 13 years later. They were lo-
cated at Bernard Avenue and Bidwell 
Street in West St. Paul. Most of complex 
was razed in 1995 to make way for Heri-
tage Middle School.

The current Somerset School was 
built in 1936 to replace the aging Staples 
School. The school made news in na-
tional publications because of its Geor-
gian Colonial style. Additions were built 
in 1953 and 1969, and the school was re-
cently renovated, thanks to approval of a 
2004 building bond. The original part of 
the building is still in use.

School District 197 was officially 
formed in 1957. Garlough and Mendota 
elementary schools had just opened at 
1979 Summit Lane in Mendota Heights 
and 1740 Charlton St. in West St. Paul, 
respectively. Garlough, named for for-
mer school superintendent Herbert 
Garlough, is now an environmental 
magnet school in partnership with the 
Dodge Nature Center.

The district’s other schools have a more 
recent heritage. Moreland Elementary, 
217 W. Moreland Ave. in West St. Paul, 
was built in 1964 and Henry Sibley High 
School, 1897 Delaware Ave. in Mendota 
Heights, in 1971. The district’s fifth and 
final elementary school, Pilot Knob, was 
built in 1974 at 1436 Lone Oak Road in 
Eagan. 

Heritage and Friendly Hills middle 
schools were completed in 1997 and 
serve students in grades 5-8. Heritage, 
121 W. Butler Ave. in West St. Paul, is on 
the site of the original Sibley High School 
and the short-lived Grass Junior High. 
Friendly Hills is located at 701 Mendota 
Heights Road in Mendota Heights.

McConnell invites anyone who is in-
terested in getting involved or in sharing 
stories or documents to visit the district’s 
website at www.isd197.org and click on 
the Celebrating 150 logo. For more in-
formation, e-mail her at macbach@
comcast.net or call 651-403-7020.

kota’s first television station, Channel 11 
in Sioux Falls, and three ABC-TV affili-
ates in Madison, LaCrosse and Wausau. 

“We built the Sioux Falls TV station 
and started sending out a signal before 
the residents in the area even had televi-
sions,” Bentson said. His ownership and 
operation of radio, television and cable 
television systems throughout the Mid-
west eventually earned him a place in 
the Minnesota Museum of Broadcasting 
Hall of Fame. 

Bentson remarried after Nancy’s 
death and it was his new wife, Barbara, 
who came up with the idea of inviting 
scholarship recipients over for an annual 
barbecue in 2005. The party has since 
grown from 16 students that first year 
to 255 as the endowment has grown and 

the university began matching the gifts. 
Bentson hopes the gatherings encourage 
the students to support one another as 
they pursue their professional careers.

Aliza Kosyakovsky, a sophomore ma-
joring in biochemistry, was encouraged 
to apply for a Bentson Family Scholar-
ship by her high school guidance coun-
selor. “I thought it was awesome when 
I found out I’d received one,” she said. 
“Half my tuition was paid.” 

Kyle Becker, a junior majoring in 
biochemistry, genetics and cell biology, 
said he always looks forward to the an-
nual fall get-together. “It’s a great way to 
be meet faculty and other students,” he 
said. 

The scholarships are awarded to 
promising incoming freshmen who 
have demonstrated outstanding aca-
demic potential, leadership, community 

involvement and financial need. Prefer-
ence is given to students of the Jewish 
faith, which is shared by the Bentsons, 
but the family has no role in reviewing 
applications. 

“There’s nothing more important 
than helping make the U of M more 
affordable,” said university president 
Robert Bruininks at the backyard party. 
“Knowing how competitive and how 
highly sought-after this scholarship is, 
when students are awarded a Bentson 
Family Scholarship, they feel very, very 
special. And they are some of our most 
accomplished students.” 

Bruininks added that the Bentson 
Endowment keeps on giving and grow-
ing. The first group of Bentson Scholars 
graduated in May of this year. All 16 fin-
ished in four years, many of them with 
multiple majors.

12b LArrY bENtSoN

Legacy of learning
District 197 kicks off 150th year with replica of first school

A drawing of the schoolhouse replica 
that will be raised at Matson Field on 
September 13.



page 14 VILLageR  WeDNeSDaY, SeptembeR 10, 2008

                 Roering Auto Body & Glass             
           (651) 221-0919

                  90 N. Dale St. (Dale & Ashland)

                 St. Paul, MN 55102

             94

Ashland

   Summit
            Grand

Dale  *

We’re your neighborhood body shop repair specialist

	 •			Complete Auto Body Repair	 • All Insurance Claims Welcome
	 • Rental Cars Available	 • Detailing Services
	 • Window Tint	 •		Free Pickup and Delivery

• Family Owned Since 1982

   Minnesota Law states:
	 You have the right to select your own repair shop –
	 don’t let the insurance company tell you where to repair
	 your car. You don’t have to get multiple estimates,
	 you don’t have to take your car to an insurance
	 claims office. Choose the shop of your choice.

“No job is ever 
too small – from 

a broken mirror to 
full auto body repair”

The following calls were gathered from 
recent Community Watch reports pro-
vided by the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s 
Department. For a list of weekly crime 
reports by neighborhood from the St. Paul 
Police Department, visit http://stpaul.
gov/index.asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park
Burglary—A home on the 1400 block 

of Highland Parkway was burglarized 
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 25. 

—The concession building was bro-
ken into at the Ford Little League Fields 
at Cleveland and Montreal avenues be-
tween 10:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:30 a.m. 
Sunday, July 26-27. 

—A business on the 2400 block of 
West 7th Street was broken into at about 
5:30 a.m. Sunday, August 3.

—Details Salon, 757 S. Cleveland 
Ave., was burglarized between 12:30 and 
12:45 p.m. Sunday, August 3. 

Theft—A catalytic converter was sto-
len from a vehicle on the 2200 block of 
Eleanor Avenue between midnight and 
6:00 a.m. Sunday, August 3.

Assault—A man was arrested for as-
sault after he pushed a woman to the 
ground at about 9:30 p.m. Thursday, July 
31, at Hidden Falls Park. The woman’s 
hand required stitches. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A home on the 100 block 

of  Cambridge Street was burglarized 
between midnight and 7:00 a.m. Friday, 
July 25. The resident was home at the 
time.

—The door was broken and items 
were stolen from a home on the 300 
block of South Cleveland Avenue be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 25. 

—A home on the 200 block of South 
Griggs Street was burglarized between 
3:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:00 p.m. Tues-
day, August 2-5. Glass on the rear door 
was broken. 

Theft—Two laptop computers 
were stolen at Macalester College be-
tween 6:00 a.m. Tuesday and 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 5-6.

—A catalytic converter was stolen 
from a vehicle on the 1400 block of Fair-
mount Avenue between July 30 and Au-
gust 5.

—A gym bag with hundreds of de-
commissioned pull tabs was stolen from 
a vehicle on the 300 block of Woodlawn 
Avenue between 11:00 p.m. Wednesday 
and 9:00 a.m. Thursday, July 30-31.

—A purse was stolen from a vehicle 
parked at Summit Avenue and Missis-
sippi River Boulevard at about 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 2. Another theft from 
auto was reported at the same location 
between 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Mon-
day, August 4.

Weapons—Gun magazines were re-
covered in the parking lot of Wells Far-
go, 1827 Grand Ave., at about 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 1.

Merriam Park
Burglary—Police responded to a 

report of a burglary in progress on the 
1800 block of Roblyn Avenue at about 
3:00 p.m. Monday, July 14. A young girl 
was home at the time. 

—A 21-year-old Minneapolis man 
was arrested at Fairview and Iglehart av-
enues for possession of burglary tools at 
about 2:00 a.m. Thursday, July 17.

—A home on the 1900 block of Mar-
shall Avenue was burglarized between 

8:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Saturday, August 
2.

—A television and two video game 
systems were taken from a home on the 
2000 block of  Carroll Avenue between 
11:30 p.m. Saturday and 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day, August 2-3. The resident was home 
at the time.

—A speaker system and a bike were 
stolen from a home on the 2000 block of 
Carroll Avenue between 11:00 a.m. and 
noon Wednesday, August 6.

Sex crimes—Police arrested a 58-
year-old Lexington-Hamline man at Iris 
Park Place on Lynnhurst and Univer-
sity avenues for sex offender registration 
violations at about 4:30 p.m. Friday, July 
18. People had reported that the man’s 
pants were down. 

Theft—Aluminum and stainless steel 
were stolen from dumpsters at Carroll 
Avenue and Wheeler Street on Monday, 
July 28.

—A computer was stolen at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas between July 10 
and August 1.

—A wallet was stolen from a vehicle 
on Snelling Avenue and Spruce Tree 
Drive at about 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Au-
gust 5.

—A car was stolen on the 400 block of 
Roy Street at about 12:30 a.m. Thursday, 
July 31.

—A car was stolen on the 400 block 
of North Wilder Street between July 26 
and August 6.

Assault—A 49-year-old Merriam 
Park man was arrested for domestic as-
sault at about 4:30 p.m. Monday, July 
28, on the 400 block of Roy Street. Resi-
dents reported a man in a car beating up 
a woman. Police located the man and 
his wife and made the arrest. The man 
was also arrested on Hennepin County 
warrants for driving after license revoca-
tion. 

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A woman’s purse was 

snatched on an MTC bus at University 
and Snelling avenues at about 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 16. 

Assault—Three or four women as-
saulted another woman after she got off 
a bus at University and Snelling avenues 
at about 1:00 p.m. Monday, July 14. The 
victim was taken to United Hospital. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—The Wild Onion, 788 

Grand Ave., was burglarized between 
3:00 and 9:00 a.m. Monday, August 4.

—Two apartments on the 800 block 
of St. Clair Avenue were burglarized be-
tween 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
August 3. The front door was pried open 
and several items were taken from one 
of the apartments. 

Theft—A catalytic converter was sto-
len from a vehicle on the 400 block of 
Grand Avenue between midnight and 
7:00 a.m. Monday, August 4.

Summit-University
Burglary—A condominium building 

on the 100 block of Mackubin Street was 
broken into between 8:00 and 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 29. The suspects tried to 
pry open the doors of several individual 
units. 

—The door was kicked in and several 
items were taken from an apartment on 
the 400 block of Selby Avenue between 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 
29.

—A home on the 400 block of Aurora 

Avenue was broken into on Wednesday, 
July 30.

—A home on the 1000 block of Port-
land Avenue was burglarized at about 
5:00 a.m. Thursday, July 31. The front 
window screen was cut and a laptop 
computer was stolen. The resident was 
home at the time.

Theft—Police discovered hundreds 
of pirated DVDs in a car that was pulled 
over for a traffic stop on the 200 block of 
Aurora Avenue at about 7:00 p.m. Satur-
day, July 26. The driver, a Chicago man, 
was also cited for expired license tabs 
and no proof of insurance. 

West End
Robbery—Two juveniles robbed an-

other juvenile of his bicycle in front of 
the victim’s house on the 400 block of 
Banfil Street at about 1:00 p.m. Friday, 
July 25.

—The Subway shop on the 900 block 
of West 7th Street was robbed by two 
armed men at about 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, August 2.

—An 18-year-old West End man and 
two male juveniles ages 13 and 15 were 
arrested for aggravated robbery on the 
800 block of Dealton Street at about 1:00 
a.m. Sunday, August 3. The three were 
suspected of robbing two victims on 
Benson Avenue.

Burglary—A computer was taken 
from a home on the 400 block of St. 
Clair Avenue between 12:30 and 10:00 
a.m. Friday, July 25.

—A home on the 900 block of Palace 
Avenue was burglarized between 3:00 
p.m. Thursday and 2:00 a.m. Friday, July 
31-August 1. 

Theft—Cash was stolen from a car 
at the West 7th/Fort Road Federation 
office between 10:30 p.m. Saturday and 
8:00 a.m. Monday, July 12-14. 

—Money was stolen from the pull tab 
booth at a bar on the 400 block of West 
7th Street at about 1:30 p.m. Friday, July 
18. When a witness saw the theft, the 
suspect threw the money to another 
man and fled out the back door. The 
second man gave the money back.

—Sheet metal was stolen from a con-
tainer on the 2000 block of West 7th 
Street between 6:00 p.m. Friday and 1:00 
p.m. Tuesday, July 25-29. 

—A theft from auto occurred at Eagle 
Street and Shepard Road between 3:00 
and 4:00 p.m. Sunday, July 27.

—Scrap metal was stolen from a yard 
on the 1600 block of Race Street between 
4:00 and 7:00 p.m. Thursday, July 31.

Assault—Several people were shot 
with a BB gun at about 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
August 1, on Superior Street. Police ar-
rested two boys, ages 11 and 12, for ag-
gravated assault and reckless discharge 
of a firearm. 

Weapons—Shots were fired on the 
1100 block of Pleasant Avenue at about 
2:00 a.m. Thursday, July 24. 

Free pedometers offered 

As part of Mayor Chris Coleman’s 
initiative to promote healthy 
lifestyles, the St. Paul Fire De-

partment is offering free pedometers to 
adults who visit a fire station for a blood 
pressure screening. Screenings are of-
fered between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
at all 16 of the city’s neighborhood fire 
stations. 

The pedometers are provided by the 
St. Paul/Ramsey County Department 
of Public Health through its Steps to a 
Healthier St. Paul program.  Call Paula 
Peterson at 651-228-6203. 

Crime Report
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Breathtaking Retreat!
Remodeled top to bottom! Spacious 
4-5 bedrooms with stunning kitch-
en and master suite. Easy access to 
everything! For more pictures see:  
1815sunnyslope.com.
651 271-3636 $699,900

Mac-Groveland Condo
in 55+ building at 1181 Edgcumbe. 
Priced way below market! Corner 
unit with an abundance of light & 
southern exposure plus balcony! 2 
BRs, 2 baths, move right in!
651 698-0879 $119,900

River Road Location
Architectural gem! In prime area, 
just steps to the river. This 3-BR 
Tudor has been upgraded through-
out with all the original charm in-
tact. Beautiful detail.
651 698-0879 $599,900

OPEN Sun. 9/14 12-3
This 5+ BR, 3,300 sq. ft. home is a 
steal! Great design & flow, mint 
cond., remodeled kit., AC, pvt. yard, 
2 FPs. Walk to SPA! 530 Fairview. 
KarenSchlaefer.com
651 338-1963 $650,000

Hub of Highland Park
Excellent curb appeal!! LL RR w/
wet bar. 3 BRs, 2 baths, 2-car gar., 
maintenance free ext., FP. New win-
dows – 1900 sq. ft. 1871 Yorkshire 
Ave. www.DickVoss.com
651 696-0899 $274,500

Coming Soon!
Fabulous 2-story Craftsman w/
hdwd. floors, nat. wdwk., built-ins, 
FP, new kit. granite, 2 new ceramic 
baths, new paint & carpet. 3 BRs, 
great loc. Call Sue Drude Noyes!

651 256-7400

1920s Craftsman
New to market. 4 BRs, 2 baths, 
over 1,700 fin. sq. ft. above ground. 
Gleaming hdwd. floors throughout, 
built-ins, gourmet kit., huge drain-
tiled basement. Call Sue Today!

651 256-7400

Highland Pk. Perfection!
1627 Niles Ave.: All the old world 
charm you want with the new 
amenities everyone desires! New 
cherry kit. w/SS appliances. amazing 
wdwk., enormous master w/FP!
651 442-9353 $379,900

St. Anthony Park
Gorgeous Victorian on the Park, 
located steps from St. Anthony 
Village. Terraced gardens, beautiful 
kitchen, sun-filled & spacious room 
sizes. A rare gem. 25 Langford Pk.
651 646-2100 $525,000

2-Story in Powderhorn
Darling home in convenient location. 
Great floor plan w/main level BR plus 
3 BRs up. Sweet kitchen w/walk-in 
pantry, tons of natural wdwk. & 
built-ins. 3837 17th Ave. S.
651 646-2100 $185,000

Walls of Windows
1st ad – 1978 Nature View Lane: 
4-BR, 4-bath, 1-owner Mendota 
Heights area home on prof. land-
scaped ½-acre lot. Open flr. plan, lg. 
eat-in kit., master suite, 3-car gar.
651 696-0866 $535,000

Eye-Catching Home
2538 Haverton Circle: Available 
soon, beautiful Mendota Heights 
home has 2-story FR, eat-in kit. 
w/Silestone counters, rich wood 
floors, large master suite, fin. LL.
651 696-0866 low $500s

Crocus Hill Office
Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave.
651-251-4800

Highland Office
Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-8006

www.minnesotahomes.com
Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results

Results

Colleen
Langford

Colleen
Langford

Sue Drude Noyes Sue Drude Noyes

Karen Schlaefer

Norm Geiger Norm Geiger Marti Estey
Beth

Richardson
Beth

Richardson

Anita McKeown Dick Voss

Call Dick Voss for more informa-
tion! Buyers, let me find your new 
home. Sellers call me for compari-
tive market value. Let me price 
your home and personally sell in a 
timely manner.

651 696-0899 Dick Voss

Picture Your Home Here
More listings on the way to be sold the 

Dick Voss way today.

S O
LD

S O
LD

If you’re planning to buy or sell...
Rely on the experience of SUE DRUDE NOYES

to start you on the right track!

Sellers • Sue offers 4 marketing plans... You make the choice!

Buyers • Let Sue negotiate the lowest price for maximum growth!
  • Stop paying rent and secure your financial future!

Free Buyer Seminar Every Saturday @ 10AM!
To register or for more info contact David Noyes Jr. @

651-256-7410 or email dnoyesjr@minnesotahomes.com

Sue Drude Noyes
651-256-7400

www.sdnrealestate.com

Results

Free Buyer Seminar Every Saturday @ 10AM!
To register or for more info contact David Noyes Jr. @

Sue Drude Noyes

www.sdnrealestate.com

By Virginia Martin

Forty years ago this Labor Day weekend, 
the Selby-Dale intersection erupted in 
a riot. Neighborhood residents, civic 

leaders and city officials had been watching 
anxiously ever since hundreds of African 
American communities across the United 
States exploded the year before, when a total 
of 165 riots erupted from Newark to Los An-
geles in what was considered the worst year 
for riots in the nation’s history. 

In St. Paul, Summit-University residents—
a mix of black and white with a substantial 
number of Jews—thought they had dodged 
a bullet as autumn 1968 drew near and the 
weather cooled. When violence erupted on 
Minneapolis’ north side in June 1967, the 
National Guard had been called out to quash 
the rioters. In St. Paul, the little fires and hos-
tile gatherings in Summit-University were 
quickly quelled. Captain Art Blakey, a black 
police officer, said, “We had the manpower to  
break up crowds on corners before they were 
able to do anything.” Both whites and blacks 
were able to continue to go about their busi-
ness in the neighborhood with few signs of 
conflict.

St. Paul had another narrow escape in April 
1968 after the assassination of the Reverend 
Martin Luther King Jr. In hundreds of cities 
across the country, African American neigh-
borhoods exploded in flames of rage. In Sum-
mit-University, leaders of the North Central 
Voters League and the St. Paul branch of the 
NAACP moved quickly. The NAACP presi-
dent urged residents to “keep things peace-
ful in the name of Martin Luther King. . .to 

express their hurt and pain in keeping with 
(King’s) teaching and philosophy of non-vio-
lence.” Once again, violence was averted. 

But on that Labor Day weekend in 1968, 
a dance was held at Stem Hall in downtown 
St. Paul. Most of the 500 or so young people 
who attended were African Americans. Two 
off-duty policemen had been hired for secu-
rity. One of the officers who was checking the 
basement men’s room found several young 
men drinking. When he confiscated the bot-
tles, one of the men opened his jacket to dis-
play a handgun. When another officer tried to 
confiscate the gun, a scuffle turned violent. 

Police reinforcements were called. The ser-
geant in charge ordered his men to lock the 
hall doors by putting their riot batons through 
the door handles. Tear gas was fired into the 
hall. Panic ensued. When the cops finally 
opened the hall doors, people emerged with 
eyes streaming, gasping for breath—and an-
gry. Windows were broken out. Chairs were 
thrown at the police. 

Most of the young people eventually scat-
tered and went home, but several began 
breaking windows around Seven Corners 
before starting up Cathedral Hill and west 
along Selby. The next day, false fire alarms 
were tripped, but firefighters were soon deal-
ing with the real thing. Dirty Gertie’s, a bar 
on Selby, was set ablaze, which also damaged 
Triviski’s Bar next door. Several other small 
businesses were torched. More windows were 
broken. 

According to a St. Paul Urban League re-
port in March 1969, “St. Paul had a weekend 
box score of which it could not be particu-
larly proud: four police officers shot, 20 other 
police officers injured, hundreds of youths 
tear-gassed, 26 citizens arrested, 11 fires in 
the Summit-University neighborhood in less 
than 10 hours, thousands of dollars of prop-
erty damage.”  

The biggest casualties of the riot were Selby 
Avenue small businesses, most of which were 
owned by members of the Jewish commu-
nity that had taken root in the neighborhood 
60 years earlier. German Jews moved first to 
what is now downtown in the 1850s, then up 
Cathedral Hill in the late 1880s. A synagogue 
was built in the neighborhood in 1903, and 
by 1910 most of the city’s German Jews had 
moved to what is now Summit-University.

Just before the turn of the century, a sec-
ond wave of Jewish immigrants from Eastern 
Europe, many of them escaping pogroms in 
Russia and Poland, started moving to St. Paul. 
Not as well off, most first settled on the West 
Side flats across the river from downtown. 
With growing prosperity, they also eventually 
moved across the river and up the hill. These 
were the people who established many of the 
small Selby Avenue businesses—groceries, 
delis, liquor stores, dry cleaners and movie 
theaters.  

African Americans followed the Jews, mov-
ing up the hill in the late 19th century. By that 
time, white people had settled much of the 
land atop the hills around the city and blacks 
were not welcome to join them. One black 
historian wrote, “the path of least resistance 
was through the Jewish community.” 

For generations, Summit-University had 
been home to both blacks and whites, but 
in 1968 Selby was dealt a blow that many 
thought was fatal. Selby Avenue, wrote Larry 
Millett, “which had already been showing 
signs of blight…was further weakened by 
the 1968 riot, leaving numerous boarded-up 
storefronts in its wake. It is unlikely that Selby 
will ever again look as it did in 1959.” 

That was the year federal and local gov-
ernments began demolishing thousands of 
housing units to make way for I-94. By 1968, 
the Summit-University neighborhood had al-
ready suffered not just the freeway construc-

tion that took out Rondo Street, the heart of 
the black community, but wholesale urban 
renewal, losing thousands of housing units 
without sufficient replacement. Houses and 
apartments were overcrowded as people dou-
bled up. Legal as well as de facto discrimina-
tion prevailed. The result was what one writer 
called “contagious disinvestment,” creating a 
downward economic spiral. The stage was set 
for an uprising. 

By the 1960s, many Jewish business owners 
had already moved their residences to High-
land Park, but they continued to operate small 
businesses on Selby. Following the riot, these 
shop owners too began closing their doors. 
The riot had drained the businesses of almost 
all of their customers, many of whom were 
afraid to shop on Selby.  

Selby remained blighted for years. Crime 
rates were the highest in the city. The neigh-
borhood’s future looked bleak and most peo-
ple tried to avoid it, unwilling to even drive 
through it. 

But even in 1968, people were beginning 
to buy the neighborhood’s big, old and cheap 
houses and renovate them. The 1970s saw a 
small army of people—many developers and 
speculators, but also many young people—
buy up the once beautiful old houses and use 
their sweat equity to restore them. 

Today, 40 years after the riot, Selby Avenue 
has become a street of fashionable restaurants 
and condominiums, along with more mod-
est homes and small businesses. Much of St. 
Paul’s Jewish population has stayed in High-
land Park, but Selby Avenue hasn’t looked 
this good since their great-grandparents lived 
here. 

Editor’s note: The writer, who has lived in 
Summit-University for more than 25 years, is 
a semi-retired writer and editor who is working 
on a history of the neighborhood.

Short-lived uprising 40 years ago had long-range effect on Summit-U 
1968 riot further weakened 
area suffering from freeway 
construction, urban renewal
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Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Neighborhood cleanup—A joint cleanup for the High-
land and Macalester-Groveland neighborhoods will be held 
on Saturday, October 11, in Ford Motor Company’s employee 
parking lot off Mississippi River Boulevard and Ford Parkway. 
(Note the change of date due to the Ford Plant’s production 
schedule.) Volunteers are still needed to work morning or af-
ternoon shifts at the cleanup site. Volunteers with larger ve-
hicles also are needed to help with the reuse area. For informa-
tion, contact the HDC office. 

Highland Parkway bike boulevard—A page has been des-
ignated on the district council’s website to the proposed High-
land Parkway bicycle boulevard. The page includes informa-
tion on the plans and methods for members of the public to 
express their opinions. As of last week, 32 households had vot-
ed on the project, with 15 against and 17 in favor of the bicycle 
boulevard. Visit the HDC website for information.

Crime alert—Several burglaries were reported along Mis-
sissippi River Boulevard and in the 1800 block of Hillcrest Av-
enue in late August. The burglars are cutting screens or just 
walking into unlocked homes. Anyone who sees suspicious 
activity in the area is asked to call 911.

Board meeting set—The HDC board of directors will meet 
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 11, in the warming room of 
the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Amy Gage, 
director of marketing and communication for the College of 
St. Catherine, will talk about the college’s future plans. For in-
formation, call the HDC office.

Verizon Wireless tower and building—The HDC’s Com-
munity Development Committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, September 22, at the Hillcrest Recreation Center. Rob 
Meira with Verizon Wireless and representatives from St Paul 
Regional Water Services and the St. Paul Division of Parks and 
Recreation will discuss the placement of a cell phone antenna 
on one of the blue Highland water towers as well as a building 
on the ground to house a generator.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Neighborhood cleanup—The Highland and Macalester-
Groveland neighborhoods’ annual fall cleanup will be held 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 11, in the park-
ing lot of Ford Motor Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant. 
(The cleanup was originally scheduled for October 18, but was 
changed due to a scheduling conflict.) Last year, about 100 tons 
of material were collected, of which more than half was reused 
or recycled. This fall’s cleanup will again collect reusable elec-
tronic products at no cost. Several dozen computers, monitors 
and television sets were collected last fall and donated to neigh-
borhood charities. For information, visit the website or contact  
Karmann Peters at the Macalester-Groveland office.

Paint the Pavement—Edgcumbe Road may be the first 
location for the Paint the Pavement Project in the Macales-
ter-Groveland neighborhood. The citywide project involves 
creating public art on low-traffic residential streets. The goal 
is to paint Edgcumbe Road in late April or early May 2009. 
Signatures are needed from 80 percent of the owners of the 
adjoining 23 homes. For more information on Paint the Pave-
ment, visit http://creatingplaces.org. To be part of the com-
mittee working on the project, contact Karmann Peters at the 
community council office.

Rain barrel workshop—The Macalester-Groveland Com-

munity Council will host a rain barrel workshop on Wednes-
day, September 17, at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. 
Griggs St. At least 10 participants are needed to hold the work-
shop. The cost is $50, which includes a barrel to take home. 
For information, contact Karmann Peters at the community 
council’s office.

Mark your calendar—Board of directors meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 11, Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. 
Griggs St.; Rock-Tenn public meeting, 6:30 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 15, Wilder Center, 451 Lexington Pkwy.; Community 
Outreach Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 
16, Edgcumbe; rain barrel workshop, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 17, Edgcumbe; Environment Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 18, Edgcumbe; and Transpor-
tation Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 22, 
Edgcumbe.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Fall house tour is here—The Summit Hill House Tour, pre-
sented this year by Warners’ Stellian, will be held on Sunday, 
September 14. Join other vintage home aficionados for a tour 
of stately residences during this biennial event sponsored by 
the Summit Hill Association. Free trolley rides will be avail-
able between house tour locations. The house tour is the SHA’s 
major fundraiser. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 on the day 
of the tour and are available at many local businesses or by 
visiting the SHA website or calling the SHA office.  

SHA annual meeting and elections—The Summit Hill As-
sociation will hold its annual meeting and board elections on 
Tuesday, October 7. Anyone who lives in, owns property or 
a business in, or serves as the designated representative of a 
business in the neighborhood is eligible to run for one of the 
seven open seats on the 21-member board. Renters are espe-
cially being encouraged to run since more than half of Summit 
Hill residents are renters. The application deadline is Septem-
ber 26. For information, call the SHA office.

Block and building club leaders—Voters are encouraged 
to head to the polls on Tuesday, September 9, and then join 
Summit Hill Association block and building club leaders for a 
get-together from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Linwood Recreation 
Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. There will be refreshments, a chance 
to network with other volunteers and an opportunity to review 
fall crime prevention measures. Call the SHA office for more 
information.

Upcoming meetings—SHA board of directors, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 11, Linwood Recreation Center, 860 
St. Clair Ave.; SHA Communications Committee, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, September 29, Linwood.

Summit-University
www.Summit-U.com • 651-228-1855

Neighborhood development—Elizabeth Flannery of Com-
monBond Communities presented the Summit-University 
Planning Council’s Neighborhood Development Committee 
on August 19 with its plan to create supportive housing for 
low-income single adults at Lexington Parkway and Central 
Avenue. The facility would provide on-site case-management 
services and would serve as the headquarters for Common-
Bond’s more than 90 employees. The property is zoned medi-
um-density multi-family, which allows for various congregate 
living arrangements. In order to include the office space, the 
property would have be zoned TN3, which provides for higher 
density, transit-oriented developments.

Western Sculpture Garden—The SUPC participated 
with Public Art St. Paul in a public gathering on August 19 
at the Western Sculpture Park at Marion Street between I-94 
and University Avenue. Ramsey County Commissioner Toni 
Carter and St. Paul City Council member Melvin Carter III 
were among those who attended to show support, discuss re-
cent vandalism, and plan for 2009 programs and installations 
at the park. For more information, contact Public Art St. Paul 
at 651-290-0921 or www.publicartstpaul.org.

Summit-U gardening—A new online link has been cre-
ated for gardeners in the Summit-University neighborhood to 
share ideas, discuss gardening topics and swap plants. Infor-
mation is available on the SUPC homepage.

Stay in the loop—For details on upcoming meetings or to 
sign up for electronic news updates, visit the SUPC website.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Neighborhood cleanup—Volunteers are still needed for 
the Como Park, Hamline-Midway, St. Anthony Park and 
Union Park neighborhood cleanup that will be held on Satur-
day, September 20, on the north end of the State Fairgrounds. 
Shifts run from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Those who work a shift will receive a free lunch and pass to the 
cleanup site. E-mail Julie Oney at julie@unionparkdc.org.

Union Park annual meeting—The Union Park District 
Council will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, October 
1, at Bethel Christian Center, 1466 Portland Ave. Social time 
will start at 6:30 p.m., followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. All 
residents and business owners in Union Park are entitled to 
vote in the election. Refreshments will be served.

Rock-Tenn recommendations—After a year of study, the 
St. Paul Port Authority shared a preliminary draft of energy 
recommendations with the Rock-Tenn Community Advisory 
Panel on August 4. The Port Authority’s recommendation is 
to offset Rock-Tenn’s use of natural gas with renewable biogas 
from an anaerobic digestion facility to be built in rural Min-
nesota. The Port Authority also identified two alternatives in 
case its preferred option is not financially viable. The second of 
two public meetings on the recommendations will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, September 15, at the Wilder Center, 451 N. 
Lexington Pkwy. Written comments will be accepted through 
September 19 at info@rtadvisory.org or Attn: Energy Recom-
mendations, SPPA, Suite 1900, 345 St. Peter St., St. Paul, MN 
55102. For information, visit www.rtadvisory.org or contact 
Nina Axelson at nina@sapcc.org or 612-788-4151.

Lex-Ham Theater—The next play in the Lex-Ham Com-
munity Theater’s Pulitzer Prize-Winner Reading Series will be 
Craig’s Wife by George Kelly, the 1926 prize-winner, on Friday, 
September 12, at 1184 Portland Ave. The evening will start 
with a potluck supper at 6:30. The reading will begin at 7:00, 
with parts reassigned at the start of each scene so everyone 
gets a lot of chances to read. First-timers are welcome. Bring 
food to share and a copy of the play, if possible. For informa-
tion, visit www.LexHamArts.org/theater/Pulitzer/PulitzerRS.
html or call 651-644-3366. 

Recycling bins—Recycling bins are available from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
the Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. 
The next pickup dates are September 17 and October 1.

Stay informed—To receive the monthly newslet-
ter of the Union Park District Council via e-mail, or to 
be included on the e-mail list for crime notifications,  
e-mail info@unionparkdc.org and place “subscribe to e-news” 
or “subscribe to crime notification” in the subject line.

District Council News



Nile Chiropractic Clinic
Specializing in auto

and work-related injuries as well as 
headaches, neck and back pain

2421 West 7th Street • Sibley Plaza, St. Paul, MN

Walk-ins welcome. 651-699-1222

10% OFF

armo
LIQUOR STORE

COUPON

10% OFF
Wine bottle(s) of your choice
Sibley Plaza  651-698-0707

2489 W. 7th St. (just west of Cooper’s Super Valu)

Sale items 
not included.
With coupon 
thru 10/7/08.

COOL Fall Specials!

 Your One Stop Shop:
    • Check Cashing • Postal Supplies
    • Western Union • Fax & Copy Service
       Wire Services • Pre-paid Phone
    • Money Orders    Cards 

Located At:  Sibley Plaza
2431 W. 7th St. • St. Paul, MN  55116

PH 651.690.5070   FAX 651.690.5117

European
     grocery and gift store

Kiev Foods
2509 West 7th St. • Sibley Plaza • (651) 690-5655
100% Organic

• sausage
• cheese  • kefir
• farmer cheese

from Russia, Ukraine, Poland, 
Romania, Italy, Finland, Germany,
 Greece, Austria, Israel and others.

10% OFF
from any purchase
with this coupon

Kiev Foods   (651) 690-5655

“Workout on your time, not ours”
• NO more major investments
   • NO more waiting to work-out
      • NO more lines for equipment
         • Access to ANY Anytime Fitness
            • State-of-the-Art Equipment

Join & Receive
1st Month FRee

2501 7th Street W. • Sibley Plaza
651-789-1010 Expires Oct. 7th, 2008

$1 OFFCO
UP

ON

2467 W. 7th St. • SIBLEY PLAZA
O p e n 7  D a y s

LaHaciendaLaHacienda FAST  FOOD
Restaurant
(651) 699-3213

LLLLLLLLLL
Mexican

Any purchase
$5 or more
w/coupon . expires 10/7/08

™

™

®

Relaxer Special
$5 off

Highlight Special
$5 off

Both expire October 7, 2008. (No Appointment Necessary)

Sibley Plaza • 2471 W. 7th Street
651-699-1044

Monday - Friday 10aM – 8pM    
Saturday 10aM – 6pM

expires 10/7/08

TT Angel Nails
“Good Service is a
Must at Our Salon”

~ Assorted Fresh Bakery ~ • Egg Breakfast Sandwich and others  • Iced Drinks

5 StarCafe

20%Off
Any Coffee Product

with coupon. Limit one discount per item w/coupon.

       2469 W. 7th St.   Sibley Plaza  651-696-0909
               We Roast Our Own Coffee • Beans! Assorted Fresh Bakery Daily!

                             COUPON

®

                                             with this ad

• Designer 
Name Frames

• Up to 40% off
Second Pair

                                    To make an 
                                    appointment call:

        Sibley Plaza

                                            2439 West 7th Street (651) 695-0526
                                       Not valid with other offers.

Sibley Plaza • 2481 W. 7th St. • 651-699-3530

Cooper’s

Pick any 5 packages from the
“Pick 5” section and pay only $19.95!

Save at least $5.00!

           
$100 OFF

            Any Tobacco Purchase
             of $55 or More

    Not valid with other discounts.
 Marlboro Excluded. Must have coupon expires 10/7/08.

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Facial & Body Waxing

$5 OFF
Pedicure & Manicure
New Customer Specials!
$3 OFF Full Set

$2 OFF Fill
Facial & Body Waxing

Stores, 
restaurants

and 
professionals

to serve every 
member of
the family
year-round.

americana

Christopher Hawley
Jean Pierre Pallais

(651) 696-9096

All your protection under one roof

Sibley Plaza • 2409 W. 7th St.
© 2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 http://www.amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
I N S U R A N C E ®

®All your protection under one roof
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Two Senior Residences, One Great Neighborhood
Your Home. Our Commitment.

Under the attentive care of
Stuart Management Corporation.

Where Caring Reflects Family.

DIGNITYDIGNITYDIGNITY

CARINGCARING
The Wellington
Assisted Living
651-699-2664

2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul
www.wellingtonresidence.com

The Alton Memory Care
and Care Suites
651-699-2480

1306 Alton Street, St. Paul
www.TheAlton.com

Just a few of the services
offered include:
• Large one & two bedroom apartments
• 24-hour on-site home care staff
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Weekly housekeeping
• Complimentary laundry facilities
• Exceptional calendar of activities

seven days a week

Services and Caring Support:
• Private living suites with bathroom & shower
• Staff trained specifically for memory 
 care on-site 24/7
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Weekly housekeeping and laundry
• Exceptional calendar of activities seven 
 days per week
• Monitored building entrance and exits 
 and resident response system answered 
                                      by on-site staff• Lifeline emergency response system

  answered by on-site home care staff
• Care Suites offer a homelike setting 

 with 24 hour staff coverage for those
 with needs for higher physical care

• On-site social services

• Professional nursing staff on-site daily 
 and on-call 24/7
• Care Suites offer a homelike setting 

 with 24 hour staff coverage for those
with needs for higher physical care

• On-site social services

FAMILYFAMILYThe Wellington is dedicated to providing a 
community of choice and dignity.

A Home-Like Setting and
“Person-Centered” Care

Join us on Tuesday, September 23rd

Estate Planning Seminar -
The Alton

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

The seminar will be
conducted by an elder law attorney

Please RSVP to 651-695-2384

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1895 Laurel 
Ave., will play host to the following programs: 
a Heretics Group offering a lively discussion 
about faith and religion from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
on September 10 and the second Wednesday 
of every month; “Armchair Theologians” to 
share their thoughts about spiritual journeys 
at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday; and a Mystics Group 
at 11:15 a.m. on September 14 and the second 
Sunday of every month. Call 651-646-6175.

The Woodbury Chorus and Orchestra will 
present a concert of peace music at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 11, in the chapel at the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, 1880 Ran-
dolph Ave. The concert is part of the 11th Day 
Prayer for Peace. The sisters have held a prayer 
for peace on the 11th day of each month since 
October 2002. Admission is free. Donations 
will benefit the Salvation Army food shelf.

Groveland Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship, 1671 Summit Ave., will offer a free talk at 
10:15 a.m. Sunday, September 14, on “Heresy 
Moves West: Liberal Religion in Minnesota” 
by the Reverend Charles Ellis. Call 651-488-
7022 or visit www.grovelanduu.org.

A Mass for healing will be celebrated at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, September 15, at Lumen Chris-
ti Catholic Church, 2055 Bohland Ave. The 
Reverend Leon Klimczyk will preside. Call 
651-690-1501.

The University of St. Thomas will host an 
informational session on its master of arts in 
Catholic studies program on Thursday, Sep-
tember 18. The program will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the university’s Center for Catholic 
Studies, which is located in Sitzmann Hall, 
2055 Summit Ave. Light refreshments will be 

served. For reservations, call 651-962-5703.

The Temple of Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi Riv-
er Blvd., will observe Selichot (the beginning 
of the period before the Jewish High Holy 
Days) with a reception at 9:00 p.m. followed 
by traditional services at 9:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, September 20. Call 651-698-8874.

“Bible 101: The Gospels” will be offered 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on six Wednesdays be-
ginning September 24 at Central Presbyterian 
Church, 500 Cedar St. The Reverend David 
Colby and pastoral associate Maureen Smith 
will lead the class. Admission is free. Call 651-

224-4728, extension 118.

The Loyola Spirituality Center will present 
“Blueprint for the Soul: The Roots of Ignatian 
Spirituality in the Life of Ignatius of Loyola” 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Friday, September 
26, at the Carondelet Center, 1890 Randolph 
Ave. Chuck Lofy, a former Jesuit priest and 
co-founder of the Wellness Center of Min-
nesota, will be the guest speaker. The cost is 
$75, which includes lunch. Registration is due 
by September 17. Call 651-641-0008 or visit 
www.loyolaspiritualitycenter.org.
A flea market and street dance will be held 

on Friday, October 3, in the parking lot of Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, Snelling and Good-
rich avenues. The flea market will run from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., with dancing to music 
by the House of Mercy Band beginning at 6:30 
p.m. The flea market will continue from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, October 4. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Project Spirit of the St. Paul 
Area Council of Churches and the Immanuel 
Lutheran general fund. Call 651-699-5560.

Organist James Frazier will present a free 
recital at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 5, at St. 
John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 60 N. 
Kent St. The recital will celebrate the restora-
tion and enlargement of the church’s historic 
1922 Skinner organ, believed to be the old-
est Skinner organ in the state. It will feature 
works by Durufle, Willan, Dupre, Vierne and 
Weaver and a newly commissioned piece by 
St. Paul composer David Evan Thomas. Call 
James Frazier at 651-228-1172, extension 38.

An open house for adult Catholics interested 
in learning about the Carmelite way of life will 
be held at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, October 5, in the 
lower level of Nativity Church, 324 S. Prior 
Ave. Call 651-454-6123.

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 60 
N. Kent St., will collect furniture and house-
hold items from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, October 25, to benefit Bridging. Each 
month, Bridging gives away more than $1 
million of free furniture and household goods 
to more than 450 families in need. Desper-
ately needed of late are beds, tables, chairs, 
upholstered furniture, dressers, dishes, tow-
els, kitchen utensils, knives, pots and pans, 
silverware and linens. Call Sandy Rusch at 
952-220-2398.

Religious Notes
Dominican Sister Nancy 
Murray will present her 
one-woman show on the 
life of St. Catherine of 
Siena at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 14, at Lumen 
Christi Catholic Church, 
2055 Bohland Ave. Mur-
ray co-wrote the play, 
which she has performed 
worldwide in both Spanish 
and English. St. Catherine 
(1347-1380) was a lay as-
sociate of the Dominican 
order who dedicated her 
life to helping the ill and the 
poor. She also worked to 
promote peace among the 
Italian city states and strove 
to bring the papacy back 
to Rome from Avignon, 
France, where it had been 
based for 70 years.
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By Sue Lee

Laura Malone of Mendota Heights came 
home last month with a huge trophy 
after being named a reserve champion 

at the Ford American Quarter Horse Youth 
Association World Championships in Okla-
homa City. Nearly 2,000 youths ages 18 and 
younger from around the world participated 
in the show. 

Malone and her 9-year-old chestnut geld-
ing, Canadian Charlie, finished second out of 
113 entrees in the Performance Halter Geld-
ings class, which earned her the trophy along 
with an embroidered horse blanket, silver belt 
buckle and leather jacket. She also competed 
in English Hunter Under Saddle, English Eq-
uitation and Western Horsemanship. 

Finishing in the top five is nothing new to 
Malone, 15, a sophomore at Cretin-Derham 
Hall. She began riding at age 4 and has suc-
cessfully shown horses since age 5 under the 
tutelage of Bonnie Minor at Timber Valley 
Farm in Dennison.

Malone owned a couple of quarter horses 
before teaming up four years ago with Cana-
dian Charlie, whom she calls her best friend. 
“We’ve really developed a bond,” she said. 
“He’s helped me though some things and we 
both love the big shows.”

Malone shows Charlie in events that are 
strictly for American quarter horses. To com-
pete in the world championships, she first had 
to qualify by earning points from Minnesota 
Quarter Horse Association shows. She earned 
enough points to be one of the 13 who quali-
fied for the worlds on the association’s 2008 
youth team. 

“The competition is so great at the worlds,” 
she said, “with over 100 of the top horses and 
riders in the world showing in each event. It 
means so much more to place when you are 
up against that kind of competition.”

Malone competes in both English and West-
ern riding styles at the quarter horse shows, 
which entails a tremendous variety of events, 
equipment, attire and judging standards. In 

some events, such as the English Hunter Un-
der Saddle class, the horse is judged on its 
performance, movement and manners. In the 
English Equitation class, it’s the rider’s perfor-
mance and ability to control the horse that is 
judged. The Western Horsemanship class is 
similar in that the technical ability of the rider 
is judged. 

The Performance Halter Gelding class eval-
uates conformation of the American quarter 
horse as a breed. Horses are judged on bal-
ance, structural correctness, breed and sex 
characteristics, and degree of muscle. 

Malone is back to school now, but is riding 
Canadian Charlie three to five times a week 
to prepare for the All-American Quarter 
Horse Congress in Columbus, Ohio, in Octo-
ber. The Congress, the world’s largest single-
breed horse show, started as a weekend event 
in 1967. It now draws 16,000 entries and will 
house more than 8,500 horses from the Unit-
ed States and Canada during the three-week 
event. 

Last year at the event, Malone and Cana-
dian Charlie competed against more than 
100 of the top horses and youth exhibitors 
in the quarter horse industry and took home 
fourth in Western Showmanship, fifth in Per-
formance Halter Geldings and were the re-
serve champion for novice youths in Western 
Horsemanship.

Laura 
Malone, 
15, of 
Mendota 
Heights 
hoists  
the tro-
phy she 
earned as 
a reserve 
champion 
at the 
recent 
American 
Quarter 
Horse 
World 
Champi-
onships in 
Oklahoma 
City.

pHOtO by brAd 
stAuffer

Local teen among world’s best 
young quarter horse exhibitors

“The competition is so 
great at the worlds,” she 
said, “with over 100 of 

the top horses and riders 
in the world showing 

in each event. It means 
so much more to place 

when you are up against 
that kind of competition.”
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April Fool’s Day may not 
seem the most opportune 
time to launch a cookbook 

project. But on April 1, 2000, am-
ateur baker Jeff Hertzberg took 
advantage of the call-in portion 
of Lynn Rossetto Kasper’s radio 
show, “The Splendid Table,” to 
ask how a total unknown might 
break into the cookbook market. 
Hertzberg claimed he had a “revo-
lutionary concept” in bread baking. As luck 
would have it, book editor Ruth Cavin hap-
pened to be listening. 

Cavin tracked down Hertzberg to offer 
encouragement. Meanwhile, Hertzberg’s 
daughter just happened to be taking music 
lessons with the son of a professional pastry 
chef named Zoë François, who recognized 
Hertzberg’s bread recipe as a springboard for 
all kinds of tasty products. Lucky for him, 
François joined in the project. 

The birth of Hertzberg’s second daughter 
in 2001 put the book on hold for a while. 
While that may have seemed like a setback, 
the postponement coincided with the height 
of the Atkins’ no-carb craze. When the cook-
book project resumed, Americans were once 
again ravenous for bread. Kasper put co-au-
thors Hertzberg and François in touch with 
an agent, and they finalized a publishing con-
tract.

The result is Artisan Bread in Five Minutes 
A Day. Released last November, the first edi-
tion of the cookbook sold out before Christ-
mas. Since then, the authors have been fea-
tured in media ranging from the New York 
Times to the radio show “West Coast Live.” 
By some accounts, it’s one of the fastest sell-
ing cookbooks ever.

Pretty lucky for the two first-time authors. 
But then, Hertzberg is the kind of person who 
creates his own luck. A doctor who discov-
ered he wasn’t quite cut out for medicine, he 
went back to school at the University of Min-
nesota for a master’s degree in computer sci-
ence, became a professor and then a comput-
er consultant who helps doctors keep abreast 
of the latest technology. Obviously, Hertzberg 
is a transformative kind of guy, and the glue 
that connects his various endeavors is gluten.

A native New Yorker, Hertzberg first fell 

in love with European breads as a child. The 
breads that were available in the Twin Cities 
when he arrived here in the early 1980s paled 
in comparison. So whether he was working 
as a medical resident or as a 70-hour-a-week 
professional supporting a family, he always 
found time to bake, experimenting with new 
and simpler methods to fit his avocation into 
his busy home life.

Admittedly, I wasn’t the first cook in the 
kitchen to embrace his “revolutionary” 
method. But after one friend, then another, 
and then another told me, “You’ve really got 
to buy this book,” I finally got the message. I 
tried one recipe, and the very next day I was 
on the phone to the nearest bookstore, asking 
to reserve a copy for me. 

In a nutshell, Hertzberg’s method is to re-
frigerate moist, unkneaded dough that can be 
baked whenever you want fresh bread. The 
master recipe yields eight one-pound loaves. 
And once you’ve baked the bread, you’ll want 
to try the other items the dough recipe can 
produce. 

On an August day in his kitchen in South 
Minneapolis, Hertzberg demonstrated how 
to turn the dough into pizza that he would 
later bake on a grill. He also showed how 
to roll out dough for a brioche, making slits 
on the sides, filling the center with almond 
cream and fresh raspberries and gathering 
the loose strands of dough to enclose the rus-
tic pastry. 

I’m not the only cook who has been anx-
ious to hear from this guy. The website that 
Hertzberg and François launched to support 
their book has become a lively forum for 
newly converted bread bakers. Fresh sugges-
tions for using the dough are frequently post-
ed, and visitors with questions have found 
the authors to be generous in sharing their 
knowledge. 

In fact, the on-line conversation has led 
to another project—a new cookbook due 
out next year that employs whole grains and 
healthy sweeteners.

“It became obvious that we should do 
(another book),” Hertzberg said. “Given the 
questions we were getting, Zoë and I came 
to exactly the same conclusion at exactly the 
same time.”

In today’s competitive cookbook market, 
the chances of new authors succeeding with-
out a name like Rachael or Martha or Emeril 
are slim to none. But this time, the idea was 
ripe and a couple of unknowns who were 
willing to create their own luck made it to the 
top of the heap.

Hertzberg assured me that he is not get-
ting rich off the project, but his satisfaction 
was more than obvious. Enjoying a second 
helping of his warm raspberry pastry, so was 
mine. I’m glad this guy has brought bread 
baking back into busy kitchens.

For more information on Hertzberg’s 
method, pick up the book or visit www.arti-
sanbreadinfive.com. Hertzberg and François 
offer classes at such local venues as Cooks 
of Crocus Hill (visit www.cooksofcrocushill.
com). They will also appear on Sunday, No-
vember 2, at the Jewish Community Center, 
1375 St. Paul Ave., as part of the 2008 Twin 
Cities Jewish Book Fair. For more informa-
tion, call 651-255-4752.

Food
Fresh-baked bread on demand
Busy So. Mpls. dad rolls out
a recipe for bakers in a pinch

Amateur baker and newly published author Jeff Hertzberg and one of his braided 
almond cream and raspberry pastries.  PHoto By BrAd StAuffer 

Home Fires
By Jo Marshall
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

New Patient Exam
$1*

Transferable. Please share with your
family, friends and co-workers.

Expires December 31, 2008

Snelling Avenue Dental
B.L. Bomberg, DDS

Kellee Stanton, DDS
604 South Snelling Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55116

651-699-5600 • 651-699-1966 (fax)
*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

Dr. Kellee Stanton
joined the

Snelling Avenue Dental 
team in 2007. 

Her talents in areas
of cosmetic and restorative 

dentistry enhance the 
comprehensive care 

we offer our patients.

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com

Punch Pizza 
fires up its 

oven on Grand
 

Punch  Neapolitan  Pizza  will  open  its 
sixth  and  latest  restaurant  on  Mon-
day, September 15, at 769 Grand Ave. 

Punch will offer a full menu, express service, 
patio dining and take-out service.

“Our first restaurant opened in Highland 
Village in 1996,” said John Soranno, co-own-
er of Punch Pizza. “I started Punch in St. Paul 
and continue to live in the Highland area, so 
St. Paul is a special place for our company. 
We’re happy to be coming home again.”

Punch  is  inviting  friends  and  family  to 
join  the  owners  and  staff  for  a  neighbor-
hood preview night on Saturday, September 
13, when pizza will be served on the house. 
Donations to benefit the St. Paul-based Bush 
Memorial Children’s Center will be accepted 
during  the  preview  night  and  Punch  will 
match all donations up to $5,000.

“Each time we host a neighborhood party, 
I’m amazed at the excitement and generosity 
of our guests,” Soranno said. “It’s great to be 
welcomed with open arms.”

Punch owners Soranno and John Puckett 
had proposed building a new restaurant at 

769  Grand  Ave.,  but  rather  than  squabble 
with the city and neighborhood over the ar-
chitectural design, they decided to renovate 
and expand the existing building.

The  building  was  originally  a  Kentucky 
Fried Chicken takeout restaurant. It has also 
been occupied by an optical shop and, most 
recently,  by  a  bookstore  operated  by  the  
Hazelden  Foundation.  The  building  has 
been vacant since last year.

In  2006,  Punch  Neapolitan  Pizza  was 
voted to have the best crust, best sauce, best 
staff and best overall pizza by Mpls.St. Paul 
Magazine,  was  named  in  USA Today’s  10 
great  places  to  moon  over  a  big  pizza  pie, 
and  was  recognized  by  Academy  Award-
winning actress Meryl Streep as the restau-
rant with the “best pizza in the world.”

Punch Neapolitan Pizza currently has five 
other  metro-area  locations,  including  the 
original restaurant on Cleveland Avenue in 
Highland Village and those on Prairie Cen-
ter Drive  in Eden Prairie,  in Calhoun Vil-
lage on West Lake Street in Minneapolis, on 
Hennepin Avenue in Northeast Minneapo-
lis and on Wayzata Boulevard in Wayzata.

The  restaurant  specializes  in  traditional 
Neapolitan pizza baked in a wood-burning 
brick  oven.  It  is  one  of  very  few  pizzerias 
outside of Naples, Italy, to be a member of 
Vera Pizza Napoletana, an organization that 
is dedicated to certifying the authenticity of 
Neapolitan pizza.

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul Planning Commission ap-
proved  a  conditional  use  permit  on 
September 5 that will allow Mississippi 

Market to increase the size of the natural food 
cooperative  it wants  to build  in  the Victoria 
Park development on Hathaway and West 7th 
streets.

The permit is required when a retail estab-
lishment in a traditional neighborhood zone 
reaches  10,000  square  feet.  Mississippi  Mar-
ket  has  expressed  interest  in  expanding  the 
store’s footprint from 9,541 to 13,345 square 
feet. Although a final decision to build a larger 
store has not been made, Mississippi Market 
general manager Gail Graham said the co-op 
wants to be positioned to move forward with 
a plan if it decides to do so.

Graham  told  the  Planning  Commission’s 
Zoning  Committee  on  August  28  that  Mis-
sissippi Market began thinking about a larger 
building after an initial appearance before the 
Planning  Commission  this  summer.  Some 
commissioners  had  criticized  the  original 
store’s size and design, saying it did not meet 
the standards for its underlying TN zoning.

“It’d be a better building for the area if it’s a 
little larger,” Graham said.

No  one  appeared  at  the  August  28  hear-
ing to oppose the conditional use permit or a 
variance for the store. The West 7th/Fort Road 
Federation supports the requests. If all goes as 
planned, ground will be broken for the store 
this fall. Mississippi Market closed on its pur-
chase of the 1.23-acre property from Brighton 
Development Corporation last month.

The  Planning  Commission’s  approval  in-
cluded a request to break up the building’s fa-
cade on the Hathaway side with a row of glass 
block windows and other detailing. The wall 
is next to a receiving area, but architect Bruce 
Cornwall  of  LHB  Architects  indicated  there 
are ways to make it more attractive.

Planning Commission members also want 
assurances that streets in the Victoria Park de-
velopment will be finished in time to serve the 
store. Joan Trulsen, the manager of the Victo-

ria Park project  for the St. Paul Department 
of  Planning  and  Economic  Development, 
said the streets can be completed as soon as 
the city acquires the former Exxon/Mobil fuel 
tank farm, which is part of the development 
site.  City  officials  have  been  wrangling  with 
Exxon/Mobil  in the courts over the reuse of 
the former tank farm property and its value. 
Trulsen said city officials expect a court de-
cision on  the property’s  value  in November. 
Then the city can make a deposit, begin the 
purchase of the land and build the streets. If 
the  store  opens  before  the  property  is  pur-
chased, the city could give the co-op an ease-
ment.

Traditional  neighborhood  zoning,  which 
is  meant  to  promote  denser,  mixed-use  de-
velopment,  includes  design  standards.  That 
meant  Mississippi  Market  also  had  to  apply 
for a variance to the standards for minimum 
door  and  window  openings  in  the  primary 
facade along West 7th Street. Doors and win-
dows on that side of the building must be at 
least 50 percent of the length and 30 percent 
of the ground-floor area. Mississippi Market 
proposed  windows  and  doors  that  are  48.3 
percent of the length and 23.8 percent of the 
floor area, which required a variance. The in-
tent  of  the  design  standard  is  to  discourage 
construction of new buildings that have large 
expanses of blank walls.

Although the store faces West 7th Street, the 
building’s  main  entrance  is  oriented  toward 
Perlman Street. That side of the building faces 
apartments that are part of the Sholom Com-
munity Alliance’s senior housing campus, so 
more  foot  traffic  is  expected  from  Perlman. 
The  building’s  windows  and  doors  do  meet 
the design standard on the Perlman side.

The new store will replace Mississippi Mar-
ket’s current store at Randolph and Fairview 
avenues. That property was sold several years 
ago to St. Paul Academy and Summit School, 
which plans to eventually expand its campus 
there.  Mississippi  Market  also  has  a  store  at 
Selby and Dale.

The  food  co-op’s  next  step  is  to  seek  ap-
proval of a Neighborhood Sales Tax Revital-
ization allocation this fall by the St. Paul City 
Council. The project was recommended for a 
$200,000 grant and $400,000 loan last month 
by the Neighborhood STAR board.

Mississippi Market receives permit 
for even bigger co-op on West 7th
Commission also grants 
variance for main facade 
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The Kiosk
Wednesday/September 10
The LongfeLLow garden CLub 
will meet from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, 3207 
37th Ave. S., Minneapolis. Beth Upton will 
speak on “All About Houseplants.” Members 
are asked to bring extra houseplants, clean 
pots and houseplant paraphernalia to swap.  
A small donation is requested for those you 
do not bring plants and are not members.
Meetings are free and open to the public.

diane wanner, the St. Paul district 
council coordinator, will address the League 
of Women Voters of St. Paul at 6:00 this 
evening at Wilder Center, 451 N. Lexington 
Pkwy. The league’s District Council 
Committee also will present an update on 
its year-long observance process of the city’s 
citizen participation districts. Admission 
is free. Contact Amy Mino at amy@
minofamily.net or 651-430-2701.

Thursday/September 11
an oaK SaVanna inTerPreTiVe 
tour will be offered from 6:30 to 8:00 
this evening along the river gorge in the 
Longfellow neighborhood of Minneapolis. 
Carolyn Carr of Ecological Strategies will 
lead the tour. Call Friends of the Mississippi 
River at 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

a worLd war ii hiSTory round 
Table on “The Operations Across Northern 
France, Fall 1944” will be held at 7:00 this 
evening at the Fort Snelling Visitor Center. 
John Nelson Rickard, author of Patton at 
Bay, will examine General George S. Patton 
Jr.’s leadership during grueling warfare in 
northern France. Third Army veterans will 
add their personal stories. The cost is $5.00; 
free for students. Call 651-941-5700.

The aMeriCan aSSoCiaTion of 
University Women will hold a reception 
for prospective members from 4:30 to 6:00 
this evening at their clubhouse, 990 Summit 
Ave. Members will speak on the AAUW 
focus and the branch’s weekly programs. A 
special membership fee will be offered. To 
register, call 952-937-6064.

The edgCuMbe hoCKey Association 
will continue to hold player registration 
from 7:00 to 8:15 this evening and from 6:30 
to 8:15 p.m. Tuesday, September 16, at the 
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs 
St. New players must bring a copy of their 
birth certificate. Call Steve at 651-690-4904 
or visit www.edgcumbehockey.org.

Friday/September 12
worLd war ii will be the topic of a 
program for homeschool students from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today at historic Fort 
Snelling. Students will see a restored tank 
from the fort’s military museum, learn about 
life on the home front, try swing dancing and 
learn a few phrases in Japanese. The cost is 
$5.00. Call 612-726-1171. 

an arena SaLe will be held from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. today and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. tomorrow onMinnehaha Academy’s 
south campus, 4200 W. River Pkwy., 
Minneapolis. The 34th annual sale will 
feature antiques, electronics, sporting goods, 
toys and more. Food will be sold and rolls 
will be available for takeout. Admission is 
$3.00 for adults from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
today only. Strollers are not allowed in the 
arena. Call Jane Anfang at 612-728-7721.

The auTuMn daze feSTiVaL and 
Homecoming will be held from 6:00 to 
10:00 p.m. today, 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
tomorrow and 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday at the Church of St. Helena, 3204 E. 
43rd St., Minneapolis. A fireworks display 
will celebrate the 25th annual festival 
this evening, with a parade set for 10:00 
a.m. tomorrow. There also will be live 
entertainment, rides, live and silent auctions, 
a 5K run on Saturday, games, food and more. 
Call 612-729-7344. 

Saturday/September 13
a bread baKing CLaSS will be offered 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today at Fort 
Snelling. Participants will bake bread in a 
wood-fired oven and in an iron kettle using 
authentic recipes and will be able to take the 
bread home. A site tour is included. The cost 
is $30. Call 612-726-1171.

The highLand ParK Senior High 
School Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament 
will get under way with a shotgun start at 
1:00 this afternoon at Highland National. 
The cost of the four-person scramble is 
$85. A booya will start at 11:30 a.m. at the 
course, and dinner and a silent auction will 
follow. Nongolfers are welcome to attend the 
dinner for $12. For information or to donate 
to the silent auction, call Bob Wokasch at 
651-699-8536 or 651-855-6064. 

iriSh woLfhound day will take place 
from 1:00 to 4:00 this afternoon at the Sibley 
House Historic Site in Mendota. Modern 
versions of the breed will be on hand and 
full tours of the Sibley House, Cold Store and 
Faribault House will be offered. Those who 
bring a dog will receive a $2.00 discount off 
the tour fee. Volunteers will watch pets while 
owners go on tour. Call 651-452-1596.

a KidShoP KiCKoff will be held by 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness of 
Minnesota from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
today at Highland Park on Montreal Avenue. 
There will be games, hot dogs and surprises. 

Look for balloons at the entrance. Kidshops 
are for children ages 7-18 who have a parent 
or sibling with a mental illness. The program 
gives children a chance to interact with other 
children in similar situations, and to gain 
information and support. Kids are welcome 
to bring a friend to the kickoff. Call Mary 
Jean Babcock at 651-645-2948, ext. 107.

“garden freSh Pizza” will be topic 
of discussion during a program at 1:00 this 
afternoon at the Dodge Nature Center in 
West St. Paul. Participants will prepare, bake 
and enjoy a hot pizza using items found in 
the garden. The cost is $5.00-$7.00 or $15 for 
families. Call 651-455-4531.

a booK SaLe will be held from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. today at Resources for Child 
Caring, 10 Yorkton Court. Books, music, 
games and movies will range from 50 cents 
to $4.00, with most items selling for under 
$1.00. Proceeds will benefit the children’s 
library. Call 651-641-3544.

Sunday/September 14
The ST. PauL hiKing CLub will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon at the light rail station 
on 46th Street and Hiawatha Avenue in 
Minneapolis. The group will ride the train 
and the bus before hiking around the sites 
of the new Twins ballpark and Gopher 
stadium. The cost is $1.50 for adults and 50 
cents for seniors for the train and the bus. 
Call 651-646-6421. 

be a bLaCKSMiTh for a day during 
a program from 1:00 to 4:00 this afternoon at 
historic Fort Snelling. Participants will work 
the forge, pound the hot metal, shape the 
iron and be able to bring their project home. 
The cost is $33. Call 612-726-1171 e-mail 
fortsnelling@mnhs.org. 

a riVer TraVeL TaLeS and riverfront 
walking tour will be offered by Friends of 
the Mississippi River from 2:00 to 4:00 this 
afternoon beginning at the Central Library, 
90 W. 4th St. The tour will be led by John  

Anfinson of the National Park Service. 
Admission is free. Call Sue Rich at 651-222-
2193, ext. 14.

Monday/September 15
wordSMiThS ToaSTMaSTerS will 
hold its Tall Tales Speech Contest from 6:30 
to 8:30 this evening at the Better Business 
Bureau, 2706 Gannon Road. Wordsmiths 
members will compete to deliver articulate 
speeches about original, highly improbable 
and humorous subjects. Admission is free. 
Visit www.wordsmithstm.org

Thursday/September 18
ParenTS, faMiLieS and friendS 
of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) will begin 
a new series of educational programming 
with “Our GLBT Children: Parent Journeys” 
from 7:00 to 8:30 this evening at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
The evening will include a panel of parents 
sharing personal stories of their children 
coming out. Marjorie Sigel, therapist for 
Jewish Family Service, will moderate. The 
series will continue on the third Mondays of 
alternative months. Call 651-698-0751.

The ST. PauL MeTro La LeChe 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening. All 
expectant and nursing mothers and their 
babies are welcome. Call 651-645-8516.

eVening TourS in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of Minnesota’s statehood 
will be offered at 7:00, 7:30 and 8:00 p.m. 
today and tomorrow at the state Capitol. 
Visitors will see copies of the original 
constitution, listen to costumed history 
players talk about what was happening in 
politics in 1858 and get a rare view of the 
Quadriga (the golden horses) on the roof. 
The cost is $5.00-$8.00. Call 651-296-2881.

ST. PauL-iTiCS, a series sponsored by the 
St. Paul Public Library to inspire the public 
to get politically involved, will continue with 
Arvonne Fraser, author of She’s No Lady: 
Politics, Family and International Feminism, 
speaking about her life, work and view of 
politics at 7:00 this evening at the Merriam 
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Admission 
is free. Call 651-642-0385.

Friday/September 19
“PreeMPTiVe PeaCeMaKing: Just 
Peace vs. Just War” will take place today and 
tomorrow in the O’Shaughnessy Educational 
Center at the University of St. Thomas. 
Cirque de Guerre, a satirical play about the 
mayhem of war, will be presented from 7:00 
to 9:00 this evening. Saturday’s conference 
will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and will 
include a keynote address by Glen Harold 
Stassen of Fuller Theological Seminary, 
break-out sessions and a panel discussion. 
The event is sponsored by Every Church a 
Peace Church and the St. Thomas Justice 
and Peace Studies Program. The cost is $50 
for adults and $20 for students for both days 
(or $20-$10 for the play only or $35-$15 for 
the conference). Visit www.ecapc.org or call 
651-228-7224.

a PubLiC hearing on a new parks plan 
that will guide future operations of the St. 
Paul Division of Parks and Recreation will be 
held by the St. Paul Planning Commission at 
8:30 this morning in Room 40 of City Hall, 
15 W. Kellogg Blvd. Copies of the plan are 
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Wade Scheel, husband of breast cancer survivor Camille, paints the face of 8-year-old 
Mette Ulland during Kids Play for a Cure on September 6 at Groveland Park. The carnival 
was planned by Groveland 2nd-graders Owen Mische and Vivian Scheel to raise money 
for cancer research. PhOTO by Anne brAndrUd
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available at www.stpaul.gov/compplan or by 
calling Jessica Rosenfield at 651-266-6560.

RobeRt Vanasek will be installed as the 
new Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic 
in Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota and South 
Dakota during a program from 7:00 to 9:00 
this evening at the CSPS Hall, 383 Michigan 
Ave. A reception will follow. For reservations, 
call 612-822-8862 by September 17.

Saturday/September 20
a Rummage and bake sale will 
be held from 9:00 a.m. to noon today at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 700 Wesley 
Lane, Mendota Heights. Call 651-452-5683.

an IRVIne PaRk WalkIng touR will 
be offered at 10:30 this morning from the 
Alexander Ramsey House 265 S. Exchange 
St. Participants will see examples of Victorian 
architecture and learn about the 19th-
century families who lived there. Lemonade 
and cookies will be served afterward on the 
Ramsey House front porch. An optional tour 
of the house is included. The cost is $7.00-
$9.00. Call 651-296-8760 

bReakfast cookIng classes will 
be served up at 9:00 and 10:15 this morning 
at the Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. 
Exchange St. Visitors will learn about Annie 
Robertson, the Ramseys’ cook for 37 years, 
and will make Swedish omelets in the wood-
burning stove. Afterward, they will enjoy 
breakfast on the home’s front porch. The cost 
is $17-$22. Call 651-296-8760

a HIstoRy RIVeR Walk will be held 
from 10:00 to 11:30 this morning beginning 
at the Sibley House Historic Site in Mendota. 
Join Sibley House staff on a morning river 
walk (dogs welcome) and learn about the 

importance of the juncture of the Minnesota 
and Mississippi rivers to the fur trade and 
development of Minnesota as a state. The 
cost is $4.00-$6.00. Call 651-452-1596.

tHe meRRIam PaRk lIbRaRy, 1831 
Marshall Ave., will host Chemists in the 
Library from 1:30 to 3:30 this afternoon. 
The group will present hands-on science 
activities appropriate for all ages. Activities 
will include Magic Messages, Play Putty, UV 
Bead Bracelets and more. Contact tarino.1@
osu.edu.

Sunday/September 21
a cIty of mendota walking tour will 
be offered at 1:00 this afternoon from the 
Sibley House Historic Site in Mendota. Tour-
goers will view the many original landmarks 
in one of the oldest towns in the state, look 
at historical photographs and hear how 
the town evolved from a 19th-century fur 
trading center. Light refreshments will follow. 
The cost is $4.00-$6.00. Call 651-452-1596.

tHe czecH and sloVak fall 
Festival will take place from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. today at the CSPS Hall, 383 
Michigan St. The 19th annual festival will 
feature ethnic foods, live entertainment, 
bingo, crafts, demonstrations, a silent 
auction, games, puppet shows and a bike 
raffle. There also will be a special exhibit of 
Czech and Slovak folk costumes. 

Monday/September 22
“saVoRIng tHe HaRVest,” a series 
sponsored by the St. Paul Public Library 
that features culinary experts sharing their 
passion for eating and drinking well, will 
continue with Liz McMann of Mississippi 
Market speaking on organic food at 7:00 this 
evening at the Highland Park Library, 1974 
Ford Pkwy. Call 651-695-3700.
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The County Fair will take place on September 13-14 at the remodeled Nativity 
School campus after a one-year hiatus.  PhoTo by ANNe brANdrud

This fall’s Nativity County Fair will 
return to the school grounds follow-
ing a major remodeling and expan-

sion that forced last year’s fair to be held off 
site for the first time in its history. The 34th 
annual fair will be held on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 13-14, at the Nativity 
School campus, 1900 Wellesley Ave. 

Saturday’s events will get under way at 
10:00 a.m. with a flag ceremony. The en-
tertainment lineup will include the St. Paul 
Irish Dancers at 11:00 a.m. , a talent show 
at 11:45 a.m., Los Alegres Bailadores at 
1:00 p.m., the bluegrass band Drive Time 
at 1:45 p.m., Green Sweater Society at 3:30 
p.m. and the dance band 2nd Generation 

performing classic ’60s to ’80s music from 
6:00 to 10:00 p.m.

Sunday’s events will begin with an out-
door Mass at 10:30 a.m. Raffle winners will 
be announced at 11:30 a.m. The entertain-
ment lineup will include the barbershop 
quintet Avenues at 11:45 a.m., the Show’d 
Up Band at 1:00 p.m. and the Hottinger 
Blues Band from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

There also will be rides, games, a Guitar 
Hero competition and lots of food and drink.
Admission is free each day. Tickets will be 
sold for the rides, games and raffle. For more 
information, call 651-698-0309 or visit  
www.nativity-mn.org.

nativity fair back in full swing
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LoveLy nokomis house
4820 14th Ave. S.: Quiet neighborhood 1½ blocks from 
Minnehaha Creek in Nokomis area. Sweet architectural 
details, kit. nook, coved ceilings, FP, hdwd. floors, new 
roof in 2005. Walkthrough den/office leads to 2nd floor 
BR. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

easy Living
Great turnkey end unit. Bright, sunny, open, and spacious 
4-BR, 2-bath townhome. New carpet and paint. 2-car 
garage, deck, front porch, huge master suite w/vaulted ceil-
ings. Just move right in! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $149,900

great waLkout rambLer
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintainence-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! 2629 Fisk St. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $199,900

meChaniC's DeLight!
Great starter home in Blaine. Freshly painted inside & 
out. Hdwd. floors & new carpet, upper level master suite, 
detached tandem garage/shop. Close to freeways & shops, 
yet a quiet neighborhood. Remodeled LL. Lg. fenced back-
yard. 704 88th Ave. NE. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

"oLD-worLD" Charm!
Delightful condo in a vintage building, prime Grand 
Avenue location! Beautiful hardwood, natural woodwork, 
updated eat-in kitchen, in-unit laundry, porch! 627 Grand.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

gretchen iwen
651-695-4303 • $195,000

weLCome to e-Z Living!
Sparkling 3-bedroom, 2-bath walkout townhome, Wilder 
Park amenities included! Formal dining, huge eat-in kitch-
en, 2-car garage! 1168 St. Clair. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,000

DesigneD to DeLight!
Pampered 3-bedroom, 4-bath two story, great location 
next to a park! Main floor family room & all-season porch, 
fresh decorating! 1062 Cullen. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $379,000

premiere offering!
Discover room to roam in this spacious 3-bedroom, 2-
bath, just steps to the river! Main floor family room, lovely 
location! 700 Woodlawn.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $327,500

reaDy to buy a CooL ConDo!
Own a piece of renovated history! This 1-BR condo is 
infused with great energy! Granite, stainless steel appl., 
wood floors, exposed brick, incredible view of Summit 
Ave., private deck, parking spot, low assoc. fee. 604 
Summit Ave. #3.

jean mccahey
651-270-6409 • $189,900

beautifuL insiDe & outsiDe
This storybook, 2-story home is located on a wonderful 
street in the heart of Macalester-Groveland. Features 
include a new custom kit., updated baths, private backyard 
with patio and gracious floor plan with large rooms. 3 BRs, 
2 baths. 2117 Stanford.

kate beckman & rebecca couillard
651-282-9629 • 612-578-0793 • $384,900

18 Como – "perfeCt 10"
Townhouse... "stunning unit." Beautifully appointed 2-BR, 
3-bath close to both Regions and Bethesda hospitals, 
downtown St. Paul, & state capitol. A must see!

don wilson
651-210-0874

highLanD's best buy!
Squeaky clean, maintenance-free 2-story in great neigh-
borhood. 3 huge BRs, 2 fireplaces, main floor family room, 
library, eat-in kitchen, ½ bath, new bath, 2-car garage.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $399,900

fantastiC opportunity!
This spacious rambler is perfectly set on an oversized 
100x170 lot with 3 BRs, 3 baths & 3 FPs. Attached 2-car 
garage, updated kitchen & bathrooms, hdwd. floors & 
more! You won't be disappointed. 1729 Colvin.

steve sheahan
651-695-3452 • $525,000

arChiteCturaL masterpieCe!
Robert Cerny designed 4-bedroom, 4-bath, nestled in 
nature! Vaulted ceilings, walkout family room, 2 fireplaces, 
decks & more! 1808 Colvin.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $795,000

premiere offering!
Pristine, magical lot with greenhouse! 3-BR, 3-bath brick 
beauty, main floor den & porch, hdwd. golf course views! 
2351 Beverly. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $399,900

premiere offering!
Tantalizing 4-BR, 3-bath two story offers lovely hard-
wood, formal dining, built-in buffet, fabulous kitchen, 2-car 
garage! 1757 Stanford. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $399,000

stunning renovation
Must-see mid '50s classic, old shell new everything. 2+ 
BRs, 2 baths, stainless appliances with granite counter-
tops, close to river, schools and shopping.

nancy maas & mike tobin
651-235-8581 • 651-308-5708 • $299,900

fantastiC summit avenue opportunity!
Wonderful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features an excellent floor 
plan with large gracious spaces, hardwood floors, bay 
windows, corner lot, private yard, brick patio & more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $834,900

fantastiC Live/work spaCe
Wonderful Mac-Groveland 2-story home. Historic corner 
market building retains its original charm yet has been 
completely updated to include new roof, exterior, win-
dows, electricity, parking lot & more! Beautiful spacious 
3-BR apartment above.

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $369,500

renters, now's the time!
Super opportunity on this freshly painted duplex in great 
location. Newer roof, fascia, soffits, huge 2+ car garage. 2 
brand new furnaces. Natural woodwork, porch & deck.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $189,900

new at upper LanDing!
Stunning designer townhome w/river views! 3-BR, 4-bath 
unit has its own entrance and attached 2-car garage. 
High-end finishes and upgrades. 188 Washington St.

ben doran
651-695-3454

Charm & CharaCter!
1712 Wellesley: This charming 4-BR home is in excellent 
condition and features stunning oak woodwork, gleaming 
hardwood floors, large eat-in kitchen and a delightful 
front porch.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $339,900

LoCation LoCation!
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard & double 
garage. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $389,900

stunning CoLoniaL!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $745,000

speCtaCuLar
Large, low-maintenance spaces in the heart of Highland. 
4 BRs, 4 new baths, an upper deck high in the trees for 
relaxing and entertaining. Don't miss this unique home. 
Not a drive-by! 1326 Eleanor Ave.

joan johnson & daniel buchen
651-282-9626 • 651-282-9609 • $459,900

1206 bayarD – highLanD's best buy at $929k
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $929,000

extraorDinary tuDor
Beautiful, well-maintained 4-BR, 2-bath on a quiet street. 
Hardwood floors & trim, fireplace, newly finished LL, 2+ 
car garage. Walk to new Trader Joe's, parks & Grand Ave. 
1154 Juliet Ave.

daniel buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

Just ListeD – top fLoor
2-BR, 2-bath unit with fabulous river and skyline views. 
Excellent 34-year-old brick building with 2 indoor parking 
spaces, fireplace & eat-in kitchen.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $229,900

Just ListeD!
2000 St. Clair: Wonderful 2-BR, 1-bath home in the desir-
able Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Walking distance to 
trails, parks, schools and bus lines. Gardener's dream.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $204,900

premier LoCation!
672 Sumner: Wonderful Highland Park home on a beauti-
ful block, walking distance to schools, shopping and 
parks. Meticulously maintained. Questions call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $299,900

king's mapLewooD 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $424,900

wonDerfuL 4-beDroom
2090 Stanford: Hard-to-find 4 BRs on one level available 
in Mac Groveland. 2 baths, finished basement, updated 
kitchen, move-in condition. For info call Dick. 
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $299,900

ummit avenue LanDmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

maJestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

magnifiCent itaLianate ConDominium
This dazzling home on historic Summit Avenue has a 
gorgeous North Star kitchen and views of the river valley 
from the living room and deck. The owner's suite includes 
a private bath with whirlpool. Other features include hdwd. 
floors & central air. 421 Summit.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

uLtra-sophistiCateD Carriage house
New carriage house condo w/chic styling & maintenance-
free living. 2 BRs, 2 baths, & exotic wdwk. Thoughtful 
design, superb craftsmanship & rich architectural detail. 
449 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $650,000

priCe reDuCeD
Discover this handsome 3-BR, 2+ story home that offers 
a carefree stucco exterior, cozy LR fireplace, a formal DR 
w/corner cabinets, nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor 
sunroom, fabulous eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage & more. 
1900 Sargent.

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $419,900

faCe east or west–these are the best!
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, guest suite, library, exer-
cise room. #1106 is 1,330 sq. ft. w/2 BRs and 2 baths, a 
huge LR, formal DR, facing west, for $120,000. Unit 1212 
is 960 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 1 bath, a spacious LR, formal DR, 
facing east, reduced to $88,500. (55+)

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $120,000 & $88,500

new in merriam park
2090 Marshall is absolutely stunning – 3-BR, 2-bath 
Victorian, completely remodeled. A must-see killer kitchen 
& baths. 3-season porch, walks out to expansive yard with 
new patio and landscaping plus new 2½-car garage with 
studio storage.
lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs

651-690-8582 • $389,900

1669 JuLiet is new!
in Mac-Groveland – Impeccably maintained by current 
owner for over 32 years is this 3-BR, 2-bath Craftsman 
with many new improvements and original detail.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $329,900
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luke walbert
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sandy aaron
651-282-9606

gene audette
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angela brasel
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kat bourque
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daniel buchen
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jim & sue lindsay
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sarah kinney
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kathryn kennedy
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sue johnson
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joan johnson
651-282-9626

marna holman
651-282-9619 

kathy & mike jambor
jamborsoldmine.com

paula gleeson
651-282-9679

gary fabel
651-282-9613

tom edelstein
651-695-4300

peter donovan
651-690-8519

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516

jim burton
651-690-8556

alice dickinson
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sue nichols
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mary orr
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crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland park
651-698-2481

LoveLy nokomis house
4820 14th Ave. S.: Quiet neighborhood 1½ blocks from 
Minnehaha Creek in Nokomis area. Sweet architectural 
details, kit. nook, coved ceilings, FP, hdwd. floors, new 
roof in 2005. Walkthrough den/office leads to 2nd floor 
BR. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

easy Living
Great turnkey end unit. Bright, sunny, open, and spacious 
4-BR, 2-bath townhome. New carpet and paint. 2-car 
garage, deck, front porch, huge master suite w/vaulted ceil-
ings. Just move right in! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $149,900

great waLkout rambLer
overlooks Central Park nature area in Roseville. Watch 
egrets, blue herons, & ducks from the back deck! Hdwd. 
floors, newer roof, energy-efficient windows, maintainence-
free siding, finished LL. Convenient neighborhood w/a 
country feel! 2629 Fisk St. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $199,900

meChaniC's DeLight!
Great starter home in Blaine. Freshly painted inside & 
out. Hdwd. floors & new carpet, upper level master suite, 
detached tandem garage/shop. Close to freeways & shops, 
yet a quiet neighborhood. Remodeled LL. Lg. fenced back-
yard. 704 88th Ave. NE. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

"oLD-worLD" Charm!
Delightful condo in a vintage building, prime Grand 
Avenue location! Beautiful hardwood, natural woodwork, 
updated eat-in kitchen, in-unit laundry, porch! 627 Grand.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

gretchen iwen
651-695-4303 • $195,000

weLCome to e-Z Living!
Sparkling 3-bedroom, 2-bath walkout townhome, Wilder 
Park amenities included! Formal dining, huge eat-in kitch-
en, 2-car garage! 1168 St. Clair. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,000

DesigneD to DeLight!
Pampered 3-bedroom, 4-bath two story, great location 
next to a park! Main floor family room & all-season porch, 
fresh decorating! 1062 Cullen. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $379,000

premiere offering!
Discover room to roam in this spacious 3-bedroom, 2-
bath, just steps to the river! Main floor family room, lovely 
location! 700 Woodlawn.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $327,500

reaDy to buy a CooL ConDo!
Own a piece of renovated history! This 1-BR condo is 
infused with great energy! Granite, stainless steel appl., 
wood floors, exposed brick, incredible view of Summit 
Ave., private deck, parking spot, low assoc. fee. 604 
Summit Ave. #3.

jean mccahey
651-270-6409 • $189,900

beautifuL insiDe & outsiDe
This storybook, 2-story home is located on a wonderful 
street in the heart of Macalester-Groveland. Features 
include a new custom kit., updated baths, private backyard 
with patio and gracious floor plan with large rooms. 3 BRs, 
2 baths. 2117 Stanford.

kate beckman & rebecca couillard
651-282-9629 • 612-578-0793 • $384,900

18 Como – "perfeCt 10"
Townhouse... "stunning unit." Beautifully appointed 2-BR, 
3-bath close to both Regions and Bethesda hospitals, 
downtown St. Paul, & state capitol. A must see!

don wilson
651-210-0874

highLanD's best buy!
Squeaky clean, maintenance-free 2-story in great neigh-
borhood. 3 huge BRs, 2 fireplaces, main floor family room, 
library, eat-in kitchen, ½ bath, new bath, 2-car garage.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $399,900

fantastiC opportunity!
This spacious rambler is perfectly set on an oversized 
100x170 lot with 3 BRs, 3 baths & 3 FPs. Attached 2-car 
garage, updated kitchen & bathrooms, hdwd. floors & 
more! You won't be disappointed. 1729 Colvin.

steve sheahan
651-695-3452 • $525,000

arChiteCturaL masterpieCe!
Robert Cerny designed 4-bedroom, 4-bath, nestled in 
nature! Vaulted ceilings, walkout family room, 2 fireplaces, 
decks & more! 1808 Colvin.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $795,000

premiere offering!
Pristine, magical lot with greenhouse! 3-BR, 3-bath brick 
beauty, main floor den & porch, hdwd. golf course views! 
2351 Beverly. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $399,900

premiere offering!
Tantalizing 4-BR, 3-bath two story offers lovely hard-
wood, formal dining, built-in buffet, fabulous kitchen, 2-car 
garage! 1757 Stanford. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $399,000

stunning renovation
Must-see mid '50s classic, old shell new everything. 2+ 
BRs, 2 baths, stainless appliances with granite counter-
tops, close to river, schools and shopping.

nancy maas & mike tobin
651-235-8581 • 651-308-5708 • $299,900

fantastiC summit avenue opportunity!
Wonderful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features an excellent floor 
plan with large gracious spaces, hardwood floors, bay 
windows, corner lot, private yard, brick patio & more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $834,900

fantastiC Live/work spaCe
Wonderful Mac-Groveland 2-story home. Historic corner 
market building retains its original charm yet has been 
completely updated to include new roof, exterior, win-
dows, electricity, parking lot & more! Beautiful spacious 
3-BR apartment above.

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $369,500

renters, now's the time!
Super opportunity on this freshly painted duplex in great 
location. Newer roof, fascia, soffits, huge 2+ car garage. 2 
brand new furnaces. Natural woodwork, porch & deck.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $189,900

new at upper LanDing!
Stunning designer townhome w/river views! 3-BR, 4-bath 
unit has its own entrance and attached 2-car garage. 
High-end finishes and upgrades. 188 Washington St.

ben doran
651-695-3454

Charm & CharaCter!
1712 Wellesley: This charming 4-BR home is in excellent 
condition and features stunning oak woodwork, gleaming 
hardwood floors, large eat-in kitchen and a delightful 
front porch.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $339,900

LoCation LoCation!
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard & double 
garage. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $389,900

stunning CoLoniaL!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jim burton
651-690-8556 • $745,000

speCtaCuLar
Large, low-maintenance spaces in the heart of Highland. 
4 BRs, 4 new baths, an upper deck high in the trees for 
relaxing and entertaining. Don't miss this unique home. 
Not a drive-by! 1326 Eleanor Ave.

joan johnson & daniel buchen
651-282-9626 • 651-282-9609 • $459,900

1206 bayarD – highLanD's best buy at $929k
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $929,000

extraorDinary tuDor
Beautiful, well-maintained 4-BR, 2-bath on a quiet street. 
Hardwood floors & trim, fireplace, newly finished LL, 2+ 
car garage. Walk to new Trader Joe's, parks & Grand Ave. 
1154 Juliet Ave.

daniel buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

Just ListeD – top fLoor
2-BR, 2-bath unit with fabulous river and skyline views. 
Excellent 34-year-old brick building with 2 indoor parking 
spaces, fireplace & eat-in kitchen.

gary fabel
651-282-9613 • $229,900

Just ListeD!
2000 St. Clair: Wonderful 2-BR, 1-bath home in the desir-
able Mac-Groveland neighborhood. Walking distance to 
trails, parks, schools and bus lines. Gardener's dream.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $204,900

premier LoCation!
672 Sumner: Wonderful Highland Park home on a beauti-
ful block, walking distance to schools, shopping and 
parks. Meticulously maintained. Questions call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $299,900

king's mapLewooD 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $424,900

wonDerfuL 4-beDroom
2090 Stanford: Hard-to-find 4 BRs on one level available 
in Mac Groveland. 2 baths, finished basement, updated 
kitchen, move-in condition. For info call Dick. 
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $299,900

ummit avenue LanDmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

maJestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

magnifiCent itaLianate ConDominium
This dazzling home on historic Summit Avenue has a 
gorgeous North Star kitchen and views of the river valley 
from the living room and deck. The owner's suite includes 
a private bath with whirlpool. Other features include hdwd. 
floors & central air. 421 Summit.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $895,000

uLtra-sophistiCateD Carriage house
New carriage house condo w/chic styling & maintenance-
free living. 2 BRs, 2 baths, & exotic wdwk. Thoughtful 
design, superb craftsmanship & rich architectural detail. 
449 Portland Ave.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $650,000

priCe reDuCeD
Discover this handsome 3-BR, 2+ story home that offers 
a carefree stucco exterior, cozy LR fireplace, a formal DR 
w/corner cabinets, nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor 
sunroom, fabulous eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage & more. 
1900 Sargent.

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $419,900

faCe east or west–these are the best!
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, guest suite, library, exer-
cise room. #1106 is 1,330 sq. ft. w/2 BRs and 2 baths, a 
huge LR, formal DR, facing west, for $120,000. Unit 1212 
is 960 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 1 bath, a spacious LR, formal DR, 
facing east, reduced to $88,500. (55+)

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $120,000 & $88,500

new in merriam park
2090 Marshall is absolutely stunning – 3-BR, 2-bath 
Victorian, completely remodeled. A must-see killer kitchen 
& baths. 3-season porch, walks out to expansive yard with 
new patio and landscaping plus new 2½-car garage with 
studio storage.
lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs

651-690-8582 • $389,900

1669 JuLiet is new!
in Mac-Groveland – Impeccably maintained by current 
owner for over 32 years is this 3-BR, 2-bath Craftsman 
with many new improvements and original detail.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $329,900
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Celebrating
Our 30th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

Home Improvement

By Dave Page

The relaxed feeling Tracie Vanden-
burgh had at the end of her vacation 
last March dissipated in a flash when 

she arrived home with her children in tow to 
find that the third-floor toilet had overflowed. 
Though it was midnight, she had no choice 
but to pry a light fixture off the second-floor 
ceiling to drain the water because a house 
guest was expected the next day.

Vandenburgh and her husband Derek had 
already agreed to include their 1907 Tudor 
Revival home at 46 Crocus Place on the Sum-
mit Hill House Tour in September. In fact, 
they were just wrapping up an extensive re-
decorating project when the toilet leaked.

“It could have been a lot worse,” Vanden-
burgh said. “We lost no personal property.”

Still, a large area of ceiling plaster on the 
second and first floors had to be replaced, and 
the butler pantry had to be completely gutted 
and rebuilt. Vandenburgh finished the last bit 
of painting on the restored ceilings on August 
23 and is confident the house will be ready for 
the tour. 

The 2008 edition of the biennial Summit 
Hill House Tour is scheduled from noon to 
6:00 p.m. Sunday, September 14. It will feature 
12 single-family homes, three public spaces 
and the private garden of two professional flo-

ral designers.
The Vandenburghs purchased their home 

three years ago in order to be closer to the 
school where their children are enrolled. “We 
had been looking for a year and had just about 
given up,” Vandenburgh said. “But when we 
walked in the front door (at 46 Crocus Place), 
we said, ‘This is it.’”

The previous owners had lived in the house 
for 38 years and left it in great shape, Vanden-
burgh said, though the couple did improve it 
by stripping wallpaper, refinishing hardwood 
floors, replacing carpeting, adding new light 
fixtures and reconfiguring the kitchen.

After taking in the front garden of 46 Cro-
cus Place, visitors on the house tour should 
note the ironwork at the end of the side porch, 
which came from the old Miller Hospital. The 
previous owner of the home completed his 
residency there, according to Vandenburgh, 
and when the hospital was torn down, his 
wife acquired it as a memento.

The most spectacular room in the Vanden-
burgh’s house may be the foyer, where a dra-
matic staircase rises three stories. The kitchen 
boasts new granite countertops, Jenn-Air ap-
pliances, a built-in banquette, a new back en-
trance and heated floors.

“We love this place,” Vandenburgh said. “It 
feels like a home, not a museum.”

Also on the tour is Ed and Jenni Ryan’s 

Queen Anne-style house at 752 Goodrich 
Ave. The Ryans have used their own original 
art in redecorating the 1891 home. For exam-
ple, Jenni fell in love with a tile she saw at the 
Palace of the Popes in Avignon, France. She 
bought a postcard of the design, and she and 
her daughters used it as a template for the tiles 
they created for their renovated kitchen.

The color scheme of the first-floor sun-
room was inspired by one of the Ryan daugh-
ter’s rendition of a polar bear, which hangs in 
the room. Jenni painted the furniture in the 
breakfast room, and Ed’s father executed the 
watercolors that hang in the formal dining 
room and living room.

Another piece of artwork with an interest-
ing tale graces the outside of the house. “We 
were told the metal ornament on top of the 
turret was commissioned by a previous owner 
who worked at the Guthrie,” Jenni said. “It was 

supposedly made in the Guthrie shops.” Origi-
nal to the home are two beautiful leaded-glass 
windows, one in the dining room and one on 
the landing, as well as the combination elec-
tric-gas chandelier in the foyer.

The Ryans have been fixing up the house 
“a little at a time” over the 20 years they have 
lived there, according to Jenni. They rebuilt 
the porch exactly as it was originally, with 
curved screens and all, and replaced the sid-
ing with an exact replica. They also updated 
the house’s heating and electrical systems.

Among their more noticeable improve-
ments are a new fireplace surround in the liv-
ing room, a new exterior paint scheme and a 
four-story addition on the back of the house, 
which includes a sunroom on the first floor 
and a sauna and hot tub on the second floor.

These old houses
Summit Hill opens the doors 
to a dozen of its finest residences

Son Jack, mom Jenni and daughter Kelly Ryan relax with pets Harper and Toby in the 
family room of their home (right), part of the upcoming house tour.  Photos by Brad Stauffer
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By Frank Jossi

Take a look at the media’s obsession with 
so-called “green” building practices and 
you will invariably find photographs of 

sleek new homes. What you don’t find is a 
two-story Tudor or rambler or bungalow of 
the sort found in Highland Park, Macalester-
Groveland and other older neighborhoods. 

Clayton Bennett aims to change that image 
of environmentally friendly homes with the 
recent publication of Greening Your Home: 
Sustainable Options for Every System in Your 
House (McGraw Hill, 2008). The 152-page 
book offers common sense tips on buying 
green products, upgrading older homes to 
make them more sustainable and lifestyle 
changes that promote energy conservation.

“People are misguided about what going 
green means,” said Bennett, 43, a resident 
of Minneapolis’ Longfellow neighborhood. 
“They imagine it involves great sacrifice and 
expense and that, in the end, it won’t benefit 
them personally. But that’s not true.”

According to Bennett, a green remodel may 
be spread out over several years and only costs 
2 to 5 percent more than traditional products 
and services. A good place to start is installing  
new windows or fix existing ones. Window 
frames should be insulated and tightly sealed. 
Window treatments that block ultraviolet rays 
while retaining natural light work especially 
well on south- and west-facing windows and 
can reduce room temperatures by up to 10 
degrees. Installing glass block also increases 
natural indoor lighting. 

Home owners should also consider up-
grading their heating and cooling systems. 
Bennett believes strongly in tankless water 
heaters, which can cut energy use in half. He 
said it makes little sense to keep water warm 
constantly when it may be only needed for a 
few minutes a day. Bennett said a 50-gallon 
tank should be used for homes with more 
than two people.

For remodeled rooms or additions, he said 
in-floor heating systems should be consid-
ered. Hydronic systems use warm water un-
derneath flooring to heat rooms and are 30 
percent more efficient than forced air, Ben-
nett said. Electric systems have the advantage 
of being simple enough for homeowners to 
install themselves.

When replacing washers and dryers, he said 
choosing front loaders will save 40 percent on 
water and 50 percent on electricity compared 
to top-loading machines. They also wring 
water from clothes better and enable dryers to 
work more efficiently. 

For a greener home cooling approach, Ben-
nett said installing a “whole house” or attic fan 

to suck out hot air can reduce air conditioning 
costs considerably. Adding insulation is an-
other good way to reduce energy bills and has 
been made simple through spray-on foams 
such as Icynene.

In the kitchen, Bennett said people can save 
energy by switching to induction cooking, 
which uses a high-frequency electrical field to 
transfer heat directly to pots and pans, leaving 
the stovetop cool even when cooking. “Induc-
tion cooking is faster, more energy-efficient 
and safer than electric or gas cook tops,” he 
said. 

Bennett also offers tips for making other 
areas of the house more sustainable, such 
as using low-VOC (volatile organic com-
pounds) paint, installing floors made out of 
such renewable natural resources as cork and 
bamboo, and using fly ash concrete, which is 
less expensive than regular cement mix and 
makes use of material left over from coal-fired 
plants.

A home’s plumbing can be made green by 
“slowing the flow,” Bennett said. A good start 
is to look for WaterSense certification from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
when buying high-efficiency toilets, shower 
heads and faucets. Each new fixture can re-
duce energy consumption by more than 30 
percent, he said.

Greening Your Home also includes chapters 
on financial incentives for conservation, com-
munity-supported agriculture, timers and 
motion sensors, container gardening, com-
posting, graywater reuse (used water that can 
be repurposed for landscaping) and natural 
cleaning products.

Bennett, who has written many how-to 
books and technical marketing materials, 
practices what he preaches. He installed new 
windows in his own home several years ago, 
his family’s farm in Wisconsin uses a geo-
thermal system for heating and cooling, his 
family receives produce from a Community 
Supported Agriculture vendor, and he has 
replaced many of his appliances, faucets and 
other household products with more energy-
efficient versions.

Many energy-efficient products can be 
installed by homeowners themselves. But 
when professionals are involved, Bennett said 
 homeowners should try to find contractors 
who are willing to work with green materials 
and products. Not all do. 

“This is all about making choices that will 
improve the comfort and the quality of your 
life and reduce your carbon imprint as well,” 
he said. “Philosophically, I think it helps peo-
ple control their destinies, a quintessentially 
American value, while indirectly supporting 
their communities.”

Bennett’s new guide makes it even 
easier for homeowners to be green 

South Minneapolis resident Clayton Bennett has authored Greening Your Home, his ninth 
home improvement book. Photo By Brad Stauffer
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700 Grand Avenue St. Paul, MN 55105

6 51. 2 2 7. 8 8 81
Hours: Mon & Thurs 9am–8pm; Tues, Wed & Fri 9am–6pm; Sat 9am–5pm

Tr
September

ade-In Sale!
Bring in a fixture and receive
25% off the purchase of
an in-stock item!
Examples:

Bring in a chandelier, receive 25% off a new chandelier

Bring in a mirror, receive 25% off a new mirror

Bring in a table lamp, receive 25% off a new table lamp

By Bill Stieger

Given our cultural propensity for spend-
ing and accumulating, Americans can 
often find themselves buried in an 

avalanche of stuff, especially those who live in 
older homes without the benefit of large clos-
ets, attics or a three-car garage.

Judy Palmer was one of those people. Af-
ter two decades in Albany, New York, she 
returned to her native Minnesota three years 
ago and bought a home near Lake Harriet in 
South Minneapolis.

Though Palmer has always had a talent 
for organizing, moving into a smaller house 
forced her to make some tough decisions. “I 
had to take a look at myself and ask: What’s 
really important to me? What do I really 
need?” she said. “They’re questions everyone 
should think about, but we often don’t.” 

Palmer, a former nurse who is now the 
owner of Hestia’s Hearth: Organizing and 
Cleaning Services for the Home, will share 
what she has learned at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
September 11, at Bethlehem Covenant Lu-
theran Church, 3143 43rd Ave. S. in Min-
neapolis. Her program on “The Organized 
Bungalow” will cover such topics as storage 
challenges, the pursuit of simplicity, the gold-
en rules of organization, and personal style in 
the home. It is sponsored by the Twin Cities 
Bungalow Club and is open to nonmembers 
at a cost of $3.00.

Palmer has advised homeowners of every 
stripe, from those in need of simple storage 
tips to those with full-blown obsessive-com-
pulsive disorders. 

“Most of my clients are everyday people 

just in need of some advice,” she said. “But I’ve 
also had clients who are your classic hoarders, 
people with a serious problem who needed a 
lot more attention and encouragement.” 

Palmer had one client who never wore the 
same item of clothing twice in a year. “She was 
a wonderful person who I like very much,” she 
said. “But getting her organized was quite an 
undertaking.” 

Dick Rueter hired Palmer when he moved 
his small upholstery shop out of a commer-
cial storefront and into his bungalow in South 
Minneapolis. “Judy helped me make decisions 
about the things I really needed,” said Rueter, 
a member of the Twin Cities Bungalow Club. 
“I had accumulated a load of furniture frames, 
fabric and knick-knacks. I had a set of end 
tables I’d bought over 20 years ago but never 
used. I sold off some of the stuff and donated 
some of it to the Salvation Army. I guess I 
needed someone to help me decide what was 
important and necessary in my home. And 
Judy helped me understand the importance 
of living more simply.”

“One of the first things I ask a client is, ‘Do 
you enjoy coming home?’” Palmer said. “It’s a 
basic question, but an important one. Having 
a welcoming and comfortable home is funda-
mental to your quality of life. If you don’t en-
joy being at home, where else will you go?” 

Palmer asks her clients to identify the items 
they really need and those that are the most 
meaningful. She said they are often surprised 
by the number of things they don’t need. “I’d 
say that five out of every 10 items my clients 
had stored away needed to be sold, donated 

Professional home organizer Judy Palmer demonstrates her own efficient use of storage 
space in her bedroom’s “walk-in” closet.  Photo by brad Stauffer
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Blueprint for living
aesthetics of older homes demand 
simpler life of residents, expert says
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Three other Goodrich Avenue houses are also on the tour, 
including an 1894 Colonial Revival home with an award-win-
ning sunroom and patio and a third-floor “urban ski lodge,” 
a relatively modest but gracious 1917 home designed by re-
nowned St. Paul architect Clarence Johnston with landscaping 
that blends seamlessly into the architecture, and a 120-year-
old house whose spacious interior has been redecorated in the 
words of the home’s owner in “your basic Chinese/French/
English style.”  

Two homes on one of St. Paul’s most elite streets, Crocus 
Hill, are on the tour, including the Tudor Revival home of au-
thor and former Grand Avenue business woman Billie Young, 
which is decorated to match her wide-ranging interests and 
sense of place.

House tourists may also visit a 1918 Tudor Revival home 
designed by Johnston for Dr. John Archibald and Jane Holland 
Cameron, a noted singer who enjoyed a measure of fame as 
the Sweetest Maid on WCCO radio; the charming 1922 Prai-
rie-Style home of two designers who specialize in historic ren-
ovation; and a magnificent Summit Avenue mansion which 
was designed by Johnston at the same time he was building the 
renowned Glensheen mansion in Duluth and which has not 
been open to the public in more than 40 years.

The house tour is sponsored by the Summit Hill Association 
and proceeds are used for a variety of neighborhood programs. 
Tickets are $25 on the day of the event or $20 in advance at 
such locations as Kowalski’s Market, Grumpy Steve’s Coffee 
and Common Good Books. Transportation will be provided 
free of charge between the tour sites. Tickets and more infor-
mation are also available by calling 651-222-1222.

26b summit hill house tour

Sisters Alison and Natalie Vanderburgh clown around 
with pet Tillie on the stairs of their Summit Hill home.

photo by Brad Stauffer

or thrown out,” she said. 
“Life has changed radically since the 

early 20th century when most bunga-
lows were built,” said Tim Counts, a resi-
dent of South Minneapolis and presi-
dent of the Twin Cities Bungalow Club. 
“Contemporary American families just 
have more stuff.”

Counts first heard of Palmer’s services 
through Rueter. “I became interested in 
Judy’s presentation when I learned she 
not only addresses the mechanics of or-
ganizing a home, but philosophical mat-

ters such as how you want your home 
to feel when you’re there, the things you 
need and the things you don’t.”

Most bungalows were built between 
1910 and 1930. Typically one- to one-
and-a-half-story homes with low-
pitched roofs, bungalows came in a 
variety of styles—Craftsman, Colonial 
Revival, Tudor and Pueblo—but all of 
them were in keeping with the philoso-
phy of the Arts and Crafts movement, 
which put a premium on craftsmanship, 
simplicity and unity of design. 

Palmer’s philosophy of organization 
and simplification are also in keeping 

with that movement. “Space is limited in 
a bungalow,” she said, “but building a lot 
of shelves, bookcases and extra closets 
can actually ruin the feel of a home of 
that design. It really pays to find the fur-
niture and belongings that are important 
and necessary and add to the beauty of 
the home. 

“Bungalows are beautifully designed, 
beautifully structured houses,” she said. 
“Their owners deserve the pleasure of 
living in a home that not only reflects 
the aesthetics of the design, but adds to 
their enjoyment in living.”

28b ‘organized bungalow’
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FREE
CARBON MONOXIDE

CHECK
With any Gas Furnace/Boiler

Clean & Check
$89.00

Call today to schedule.

Hinding Company
Heating & Air

  651/228-1303
       Expires Oct. 22, 2008.

bonded • liCensed • insured
915 West 7th st.

651/228-1303

FALL SPECIAL
$200.00 off

Boiler/Furnace Installation

$400.00 off
Furnace & Air Conditioner 

Installation
Present this coupon at time of estimate.

Call today for a FREE estimate.

Hinding Company
Heating & Air

                651/228-1303
                               Expires Oct. 22, 2008.

1/2off
SpaceGard Filter or 

Aprilaire Humidifier Pads
With Clean & Check

Present this coupon at time of cleaning.

Hinding Company
Heating & Air

                651/228-1303
                               Expires Oct. 22, 2008.

Design/Build Remodelers
Additions  ~  Restorations

Baths  ~  Kitchens

Remodeling finer homes
for over 20 years

612/729-7608                651/698-5618
License #4593

Friends sponsor tour 
of local rain gardens

Friends of the Mississippi River and the Capitol Region 
Watershed District (CRWD) will host a tour of St. Paul 
rain gardens from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday, September 

15. The tour will be led by Shawn Tracy of the Association of 
Metropolitan Soil and Water Conservation Districts and staff 
from CRWD.

Several rain gardens constructed by CRWD and the St. Paul 
Department of Public Works will be featured on the tour. The 
gardens received a Sustainable St. Paul award last spring and a 
Blooming St. Paul Award from the St. Paul Division of Parks 
and Recreation in 2007. The tour also will include residential 
gardens built by recipients of CRWD cost-share grants. 

Rain gardens are typically planted downhill from the drain 
spout of a building or a paved area in order to filter water run-
off from rooftops, pesticides from lawns, motor oil from the 
street and other pollutants before they seep into the ground 
water. Along with improving water quality, tour officials said 
rain gardens are neighborhood amenities that beautify, pro-
mote wildlife interest and offer opportunities for education.

Bus transportation will be provided during the tour, and 
participants will be entered in a raffle to win a rain barrel pro-
vided by the CRWD.

The tour is free. To register, contact Sue Rich at 651-222-
2193, ext. 14 or srich@fmr.org.

Rain gardens offer a natural way to keep pollutants from 
seeping into ground water.
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Hundreds of items
for the homeowner,

contractor
or do-it-

yourselfer

Hiawatha

REDDY RENTS
  4411 Hiawatha Ave.
  612 722-9516

Take Ford Parkway
(46th St. in Mpls.)
to Hiawatha, turn
right - 2 blocks.

So.
Mpls.

Do it yourself
and save!
Your project made
simple with tools
from Reddy Rents
• Paint Sprayers
• Floor Sanders
• Floor Polishers
• Rug Shampooers
• Wallpaper Steamers
• Texture Sprayers
• Pressure Washers
• Roto Tillers
• Power Rakes
• Aerators

Do it yourself
and save!
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Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398

Elegant Gift 
Selections:

• New Jewelry
Arrivals

• Diaries for 2009
      Quo Vadis
      Letts of London

By Larry Englund

Homeowners who are looking to in-
stall a fence in their yards should 
give some serious thought to exactly 

what they want from the structure before ap-
proaching a contractor, according to the own-
ers of Landmark Fence and Deck of Mendota 
and Premier Fence of Highland Park, both 
of which are celebrating 30 years in the busi-
ness. 

“When dealing with a customer, the first 
thing we need to know is the purpose of the 
fence,” said Dan Caruso, owner of Landmark 
Fence and Deck. For example, he said, fences 
can be used to promote privacy, restrict the 
movement of pets, or define property bound-
aries.

Pat Caruso, the general manager of Pre-
mier Fence, also said that its purpose is pri-
mary  when considering installing a fence. “If 
they’re looking solely for privacy, we can rule 
some options out immediately,” he said. “Do 
they want their fence to be maintenance-free, 
which would rule out wood, and what are 
their time and budget constraints?” 

The Caruso brothers started out working 
together as fence installers, but after a few 
years each decided to strike out on his own. 
Landmark builds decks and fences with an 
emphasis on red cedar, while Premier special-
izes in manufacturing its own components for 
wood and vinyl fencing. Both also deal in or-
namental fences. 

Over the past 30 years, the Caruso broth-
ers have seen an explosion in fencing op-
tions. Chainlink fences, for example, can be 
color-coated with vinyl and can incorporate 
wooden posts and post caps. Wooden fences 
are available in dozens of varieties of materi-
als and designs. Vinyl is maintenance-free, 
although a little more expensive, and is avail-
able in a rainbow of colors. Ornamental steel 
fencing is sturdier, but ornamental aluminum 
fencing is less expensive and does not rust. 

“When I started in the business, most of the 
market was chainlink, probably three-fourths, 
while wood was about 15 percent,” Dan said. 

“But the biggest change is in the price of ma-
terials that form the basis for much of the 
fencing, due to the rising price of oil, steel and 
aluminum. We’ve gotten eight increases in the 
price of steel since the year began.”

“Thirty years ago chainlink was $3.50 a 
foot,” Pat said. “Now it lists for $18 a foot.”

According to the Carusos, homeowners to-
day are looking for fences that are more aes-
thetically pleasing than the largely functional 
designs of 30 years ago. “The local market is 
fairly sophisticated, with lots of upper-end 
fence requirements,” Dan said.

“Today’s customers know more about what 
they want,” said Pat’s wife Diane, president of 
Premier Fence. “They’ve gone through the 
neighborhoods and they’ve asked around. 
When they come to us, they often say they 
saw our fence at a particular address.” 

“Still, some customers don’t have a clue,” Pat 
said. “That’s why our estimators are trained to 
ask questions to help us make good recom-
mendations.” 

Both brothers agreed that the fastest grow-
ing segment of the market in the last 10 years 
has been ornamental fencing. “It provides an 
elegant look, yet it’s priced only slighter higher 
than chainlink,” Pat said. 

Diane noted that best type of fencing is dic-
tated by the property. “If you have a flat site, 
then almost any kind of fencing will work,” 
she said. “If you have to follow the contour of 
the land, then wood will work best.” 

The purpose of the fence and the lay of 
the land also affect the design. “If you want 
to contain a dog, you’ll want to follow the 
contour closely, rather than use a stepped ap-
proach,” Pat said.

“If you have a swimming pool and a teen-
age daughter who likes to sunbathe, you’re go-
ing to want privacy,” Dan added, “but if your 
yard slopes down, a 6-foot privacy fence may 
not be adequate.”  

Building codes also play an important part 
in planning for a fence. “Front-yard codes are 
very restrictive since you may be blocking 
the views of your neighbors,” Dan said. “And 
there are heavy restrictions on corner lots, 
since they’re essentially two front yards.” 

Ground condition is crticial when install-
ing a fence. Diane said the Minnesota Renais-

Pick(et) & choose
Residents have a lot more options these 
days when it comes to installing a fence 

Cedar boards are nailed in place by Premier Fence installer Jesse Stoker at a home in the 
Summit Hill neighborhood. PHoto by brad StauFFer

“Today’s customers 
know more about what 
they want,” said Diane 

Caruso, president of 
Premier Fence. “They’ve 

gone through the 
neighborhoods and 

they’ve asked around.”
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COMMONWEALTH
PROPERTIES
INCORPORATED

Distinctive Office
and

Commercial Space
in St. Paul’s

Historic Cathedral Hill,
Downtown,

and Lowertown.

651-224-5845

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

PRE-SEASON FURNACE SALE

OVER 400,000 SATISFIED TWIN CITIES CUSTOMERS

612-824-2656
763-757-8122

651-772-2449
952-895-9545

Call now for your FREE in-home estimate or
 schedule online @standardheating.com

• Save up to 40% off 
heating and A/C
utility bill

• Financing
Available (OAC)

• Other sizes
on Sale too 

• Hybrid
Systems
available

        NEW FURNACE
                            for just

$1200
With the immediate installation of a high 

Normal forced air replacement, 44K BTU and 1.5 Ton AC Not valid with any other offer

Offer Ends 9/15/08

HURRY!

sance Festival wanted Pre-
mier to install a vinyl privacy 
fence. “But it was on a rock 
quarry and we could only dig 
down a foot, so we ended up 
going with a chainlink fence,” 
she said. 

No matter what kind of 
fence is being installed, it is 
important to minimize mois-
ture at the post locations, 
since post settings determine 
the longevity of the fence. 
“Sometimes downspouts will 
funnel water around a fence 
post,” Dan said. “Then the 
water freezes and the ground 
moves no matter how well 
we set the post. The answer 
is to maximize drainage by 
digging around the area and 
laying a sand base. 

Landmark Fence will do 
partial installations, setting 
the posts and walking cus-
tomers through the rest of 
the installation. Premier has 
created a do-it-yourself ap-
proach for people with small 
orders. 

“We’ll provide material 
counts and instructions and 
they can call us if they run 
into any problems,” Diane said. 

“It’s good if cost is a concern or if people en-
joy this kind of work or simply want to control 
a project from start to finish,” Pat said.

Both firms stress the importance of qual-

ity during installation and afterward. “I’ve 
got 1,500 fences under warranty. That’s when 
years of service works,” Dan said. 

“Our focus is quality,” Pat said. “We’re not al-
ways the least expensive, but we’ve never had a 
complaint from the Better Business Bureau.”

31b feNceS

“The Organized Bungalow,” solutions to 
storage and organizational challenges in small 
and older homes, will be offered from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, September 11, at Bethle-
hem Covenant Lutheran Church, 3143 43rd 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Sponsored by the Bun-
galow Club of the Twin Cities, the discussion 
will be led by Judy Palmer of Hestia’s Hearth. 
Admission is $3.00. Call 612-724-5816.

Household hazardous waste may be dropped 
off free of charge on Fridays and Saturdays 
in September at the Minnesota State Fair-
grounds parking lot south of Como Avenue 
and west of Underwood Street. The site is 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Fridays and 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays. House-
hold products that are poisonous, flammable 
or corrosive are accepted along with aerosol 
spray cans; wet paint, paint stripper and paint 
thinner; button, lithium, automobile and re-
chargeable batteries; antifreeze; fluorescent 
light bulbs; used motor oil; used oil filters; 
propane tanks; gasoline; kerosene; weed kill-
er; mercury thermometers; and wood preser-
vatives. The service is available to residents 
of Ramsey, Dakota, Washington, Hennepin, 
Anoka and Carver counties with a photo I.D. 
For more information, call 651-266-1144. For 
information on disposing of appliances and 
electronics, call 651-633-3279. 

The Minnesota Tile Festival, featuring hand-
made art tiles and mosaics by 40 artists from 
across the U.S, will be held from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, September 20, at the 
American Swedish Institute, 2600 Park Ave. 

S. in Minneapolis. Admission is $5.00, free 
for children under age 12. Included are chil-
dren’s activities and tours of the former Turn-
blad mansion with its 11 historic tiled stoves. 
Swedish food will be available for purchase. 

The Twin Cities Arts and Crafts Show and 
Sale, featuring furniture, metalwork, pottery, 
textiles, lighting and decorative art from the 
Arts and Crafts era, will be held Saturday and 
Sunday, September 20-21, on the Minnesota 
State Fairgrounds. Sixty dealers from across 
the country will offer antiques by Stickley, 
Limbert, Roycroft, Rookwood and the Min-
neapolis Handicraft Guild, among others, 
along with high-quality reproductions. The 
ninth annual event will run from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 
651-695-1902.

Ramsey County’s seven compost sites will 
accept leaves, grass clippings and other soft-
bodied plants from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday; and from 11:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. The Midway, Arden 
Hills, East Side and White Bear Township 
sites also accept brush. The sites will be open 
through the end of November, weather per-
mitting. Proof of residency in Ramsey County 
is required to drop off items at the compost 
sites. County residents also may pick up fin-
ished compost and wood-chip mulch free of 
charge, when available. For more informa-
tion, call 651-633-3279.

A few items for the to-do list

Jesse Stoker eyes up another board for a Summit Hill 
fence. PHoto by brad Stauffer



WEDNESDAY, SEptEmbEr 10, 2008  VILLAGEr pAGE 33

On the Town

Randolph & West 7th • 651-228-9925
Neighborhood flavor with a wee bit of Irish fare

We just can’t wait
to celebrate!

Join us for Halfway to 
St. Patrick’s Day Night

— Wednesday, Sept 17th —
We’ll be a “Dublin”

2 FOR 1 ON EVERYTHING
On A Focused Menu!

And That’s No Blarney!
Green Beer

Corned Beef &
Cabbage Special

We appreciate your business  •  Is this place fun or what?

Randolph & Hamline  •  651698-4347

View all your Sporting Events
on the 47” Nooktron (5 T.V.’s total)

Stadium Seating – Surrounded by Sound

View all your Sporting Events
on the 47” Nooktron (5 T.V.’s total)

Stadium Seating – Surrounded by Sound

$100
Tap Beers

for each Viking
Touchdown

By Bill Stieger

It had been many years since author Dan 
Gabriel and his wife Judith managed 
the Cross Inn, a country pub on an old 

Roman road near Towbridge in Wales. Yet 
Gabriel kept hearing voices in his head of the 
Welsh locals who frequented the inn as well 
as the voices of fictional characters from that 
region. 

Gabriel listened and the result is Tales from 
the Tinker’s Dam (Whistling Shade Press, July 
2008), a collection of humorous short stories 
about life in a Welsh pub and the quirky 
characters who bend an elbow there. 

If travel is one of the wellsprings of a 
writer’s talent, then Gabriel, 58, a resident 
of the Lexington-Hamline neighborhood, 
has been to the well perhaps more than any 
writer in the Midwest. 

“My parents were travelers,” said Gabriel, 
who was raised in Minneapolis. “They took 
me throughout Europe when I was a boy. 
My father was an editor and publisher, but 
he later captained a tourist sailing ship in the 
Caribbean. The love of traveling was passed 
down to me at an early age.” 

Gabriel married just a year after graduating 
from Minnehaha Academy and he and 
Judith soon embarked on a series of sojourns 
that lasted a decade and a half. The young 
couple sailed the Caribbean, took numerous 
trips to Europe, and traveled throughout 

Asia, Africa, Mexico and Central America. 
They flew coach, hitchhiked, got seasick on 
tramp freighters, rode by rail and even by 
camel. 

“Our main priority in those years was 
just to keep traveling,” Gabriel said, “and 
we could only afford to do it on the cheap, 
working our way throughout the world. We 
took every little job we could find.”

The couple were employed as sailors, tour 
guides, dishwashers, laborers, publicans, 
hotel workers, fruit pickers and cooks. 
Between their international travels, Gabriel 

crossed the United States as a rock ’n’ roll 
roadie, setting up sound systems for acts 
that included Sly & the Family Stone and 
Janis Joplin. He also managed to complete 
two college degrees. During those years 
abroad, Gabriel supplemented his income by 
writing stories in literary quarterlies, travel 
magazines and newspapers. The Gabriels 
eventually settled in St. Paul in 1985, and 
raised two sons, Alex and Evan. 

“I really prefer St. Paul to Minneapolis,” 
Gabriel said. “St. Paul still has cohesive 
neighborhoods and a sense of its own 
identity.” 

After moving to St. Paul, Gabriel began 
working for Minnesota’s arts education 
program, COMPAS, and taught creative 
writing classes across the state as an artist-
in-residence. Today, he is that organization’s 
statewide director of arts education 
programs. All the while, Gabriel continued 
to write short stories and travel features in 
literary quarterlies and newspapers such as 
the Chicago Sun-Times, Toronto Star, New 
York Post, MacGuffin, Great River Review and 
Whistling Shade. 

It was Joel Van Valen, editor of the St. 
Paul-based literary journal Whistling Shade, 
who expressed an interest in Gabriel’s pub 
stories. “I’ve spent some time in Great 
Britain and Wales,” Van Valen said, “and 
Dan’s stories replicate the atmosphere of that 
culture and setting. When Dan discovered 
that Whistling Shade was planning to go into 
book publishing, he sent me the manuscript 
of Tales from the Tinker’s Dam and I loved it.” 

The book’s central character is Gerry 
Culhane, an Irishman. Culhane travels by 
ferry to Wales and takes proprietorship of an 
abandoned inn called the Tinker’s Dam. 

The plots are classic short-story fare—
stories of the “submerged population,” as 
the great Irish short story writer Frank 
O’Connor once put it. A part-time waitress 
named Margo is losing her mind because of 
a customer who literally bores her to tears. 
Dai Legg loses wagers on Welsh football and 
brags of assignations that never occurred. 
Rhys Jones is in love with Margo, who is 
dating an American named Rocky, who 
claims to be a musician. 

“The story of the waitress going crazy 
from the boring customer is based on truth,” 
Gabriel said. “The guy the story is about 
drove Judith crazy. Our solution was to 
introduce the customer to another extremely 
boring customer, whom he became friends 
with and quit bothering her.”

Gabriel writes in the vernacular of the 
Welsh, Irish and English who imbibe at the 
Tinker’s Dam. He sets off his dialogue with 
dashes, in the manner of James Joyce, and 
even spells in the manner of a writer from 
the English Isles (e.g., colour, realise). 

Despite Gabriel’s nostalgia for his year 
as a pub manager—Judith was termed the 
manageress by the locals—the job was often 
overwhelming. 

“Managing a pub in Wales or England 
can be difficult, especially if you’re not a 
native,” Gabriel said. “The customers had 
certain expectations, or customs, that needed 
attending to. And we were required to live 
in the apartment over the pub, so we were 
always on call and never seemed to have any 
time for ourselves. After a year, the stress 
became too much for us. Judith and I left the 
place rather abruptly. But I loved the place. 
Maybe that’s why the stories and the voices of 
the characters kept coming back to me.”

Wandering Lex-Ham author tells stories of life in a Welsh pub 
Year as a publican 
leads to ‘Tales from 
the Tinker’s Dam’

Author Daniel Gabriel cools his heels at 
the Liffey.  phoTo bY brAD sTAuffer

By Brendan Kennealy

Shamrocks pub at 995 West 7th St. has 
taken a page from the CBS reality shows 
“Rock Star INXS” and “Rock Star 

Supernova,” playing host to a weekly singing 
competition. After 22 years, the Twin Cities 
cover band Bastille is back together again, 
and every Wednesday night through mid-
October, the hard-rocking trio is trying out 
up to five prospective lead singers.

Criss Cain, 20, a student at St. Paul’s 
McNally Smith College of Music, helped kick 
off the contest on August 30 on Shamrock’s 
elevated stage, performing amid neon lights, 
smoke machines and the life-size figure of 
a guitar-toting Elvis. The former front man 
for an Ozzy Osbourne cover band, Cain 
sang as Bastille played Osbourne’s “I Don’t 

Wanna Stop” and Aerosmith’s “Walk This 
Way.” In between he entertained the audience 
with stories of dinners he shared with Ozzy 
himself.  

Another contestant, Jezebel Jones of South 
Minneapolis, looked comfortable bumping 
and grinding with band members as she 
belted out Green Day’s “American Idiot,” Kiss’ 
“Love Gun” and Billy Squier’s “The Stroke.”

“I grew up singing in church, and I’ve been 
writing alternative and jazz music lately,” 
Jones said. “(The contest) looked like a fun 
way to meet new people and musicians.”

Bastille, which takes its name from the 
18th-century Parisian prison, is composed of 
bassist Tom Basterash, guitarist Greg Norton 
and drummer Tim Mueller. They enjoyed 
some success in the 1980s playing at county 
fairs, high school graduation parties and a 

Minnesota Strikers playoff soccer game at 
Met Stadium. One-time Prince guitarist Dez 
Dickerson even produced two tracks for the 
band. 

“We had some potential,” Norton recalled, 

“but we had such a bad relationship with 
our lead singer.” Those difficulties led to 
the band’s breakup, according to Norton, 

Singers vie for a leading role in 
the revival of rock band Bastille

Lead singer Criss Cain performs alongside bastille’s Greg Norton (right) and Tom baster-
ash on opening night of the vocal competition at shamrocks pub.  phoTo bY brAD sTAuffer

‘rock bAND bAStILLE’  c37
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252 So. Snelling         651-698-0783

shirt laundry special
$1.89 per shirt, 2 shirt min.

new seamstress – alterations available 
9am-1pm, tues-wed-thur

By Bob Gilbert

Having two books published in a single year is unusual 
for any poet. With her new chapbook, Longing For 
Home, and her new collection, The Watch, Summit 

Hill’s Norita Dittberner-Jax has cleared a backlog of 56 poems 
written over 15 years, emptying, so to speak, her literary nest. 
But she doesn’t mind.

“Unpublished work is something you’re always dragging 
with you,” Dittberner-Jax said. “You’re always supposed to 
be doing something with it, trying to find a publisher. I don’t 
have that right now. I’m free to move on to new work.”

Getting Longing For Home published was especially 
arduous. It was underwritten with a Jerome Foundation grant 
that Dittberner-Jax received a decade and a half ago. She used 
the $3,000 to travel to sites associated with the dark history of 
Nazi Germany.

“The Holocaust is so difficult for many Jews to digest,” said 
Dittberner-Jax, who was raised in a working-class German 
Catholic family in St. Paul’s Frogtown neighborhood. “But it’s 
also difficult for a proud woman of German heritage. It cast 
a very long shadow. What I found is that German Americans 
didn’t talk about it, and the Jews in America didn’t talk 
about it either. I thought I had to come to terms with it as an 
individual and as an artist.”

As she explains in “German, the Mother Tongue”:
 
The sounds and shape of German
are as natural to me as a cool glass of water. 
I know few words, but the sounds move in my mouth
utterly without effort, the way they tumbled 
from the laughing mouths of aunts and uncles,
a private code, a childhood shared, unconnected to me. 
The same code my parents used with each other
while I hid under the table, trying to decipher 
what they were saying in German, language of trouble,
of not in front of the children. Now, preparing for the trip, 
I hear these childhood sounds again,
musselman, kraut and ruben, Du Jude, kaputt.
 
In 1995 Dittberner-Jax and her husband Gene Jax toured 

such locales as Auschwitz, Nuremberg, Warsaw, Berlin and 
Dachau. Five years later, she had distilled those impressions 
in the 21 poems included in Longing For Home. Among them 
is “Jewish Cemetery”:

 
We take the streetcar to the cemetery,
get off when we see the obelisks
behind a brick wall and barbed wire. 

Everything locked. Then I notice
a dirt road leading to a lumberyard
that adjoins the cemetery— 
cement mixers, piles of stone
and planks of clean lumber piled
next to the wall. I take that road, 
you follow, saying we shouldn’t, then
where the planks are highest, you turn
and say, “Quick, climb up and look over!” 
You give me a hand, I teeter at the top
thinking what fine insurrectionists
we’d make, and look over the wall: 
deep green, dense with trees, leaves
of ash and maple, the ancient gravestones,
everywhere graves, the Jews of Warsaw,  
some dead for two centuries, some dead
only 50 years, but almost all of the Jews
of Warsaw dead and still behind barbed wire.
 
Dittberner-Jax is an English teacher who worked for many 

years in the St. Paul Public Schools and at the Perpich Center 
for Arts Education in Golden Valley. This fall she is teaching 
a course at the College of St. Catherine and is working 
part-time as an instructor at Boys Totem Town, a juvenile 
correctional facility in St. Paul. She also conducts tours for 
school-age children at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

“Writing poetry is very solitary, and it isn’t something I 
want to do every day,” she said. “The other part of me is quite 
gregarious and enjoys teaching.”

Dittberner-Jax’s first published poem, “Love Song For 
Sigmund Romberg,” appeared in The Lake Street Review 
in 1978. Her first full-length collection, What They Always 
Were, was published in 1995 and nominated for a Minnesota 
Book Award.

The Watch is her second full-length collection. It comprises 
35 poems grouped around four different meanings of 
the word “watch.” More personal than the chapbook, the 
collection is dedicated to Dittberner-Jax’s late friend, Harlan 
Olson, whose death from cancer weighed heavily on her 
mind. “I think many of the poems are how I dealt with his 
death,” she said.

As she writes in “Crossing”:
 
Now I see how the living begin
the passage: Information
arrives, the measured cadence
of bad news, an announcement
as sudden as the warning
on the loudspeaker, “The store
will be closing in five minutes.” 
If you sleep, you remember
with your first breath upon waking;
you weigh yourself but what use
is the scale, artifact of an earlier life? 

You live out your days amid the clocks
and calendars of earth, but your mind
is on the old verities,
death, truth. 
Those who love you bear this,
watch as you lay aside one object after
another, wristwatch, gloves,
the contents of your life taking on dignity
as you sweeten into your passing.
  
For Dittberner-Jax, a new poem usually begins with the 

inward impressions she records in her journal. The exercise 
helps “get the junk out,” she said. And since a good poem 
must appeal to the ear as well as the eye, she revises her work 
by reading it out loud. “What I find is that when there is 
something wrong with a stanza, I recognize it because my 
voice goes under,” she said.

Dittberner-Jax will read from her newly published works 
in free programs beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 
9, at ArtStart, 1459 St. Clair Ave.; and 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 14, at Magers and Quinn Booksellers, 3038 
Hennepin Ave. S. in Minneapolis.

Norita Dittberner-Jax.  photo by braD stauffer

Waiting is over for author of ‘Longing’ and ‘The Watch’
after 13 years, summit 
hill poet inks two more
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Books
Common Good Books, 165 N. Western 
Ave., will present free readings by authors 
Pamela Carter Joern from The Plain Sense 
of Things at 7:30 p.m. Friday, September 12; 
Garrison Keillor from Liberty at 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, September 13; Chuck Pilon from 
Waiting for Mozart at 3:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 14; Eric Dregni from In Cod 
We Trust: Living the Norwegian Dream at 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, September 20, at the 
Virginia Street Swedenborgian Church, 
170 Virginia St.; and Dana Nelson from 
Bad for Democracy at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 24. All events are at Common 
Good Books unless otherwise indicated. Call 
651-225-8989.

Spoken-word artists and poetry-slam 
standouts Allison Broeren, Sam Cook, Dave 
Crady, Cynthia French and Tom Reed will 
be featured on Tuesday, September 16, in a 
free program emceed by Ramsey Hill writer 
Carol Connolly. The performance begins at 
7:30 p.m. at the University Club, 420 Summit 
Ave. Admission is free. Call 612-871-4444.

The Loft, 1011 Washington Ave. S. in Min-
neapolis, will play host to free publication 
readings by Julie Schumacher of Macalester-
Groveland from her new young-adult novel 
Black Box at 7:00 p.m. Friday, September 19, 
and by Macalester-Groveland poet Margaret 
Hasse from her new collection Milk and 
Tides at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, September 20.

TV news analyst Cokie Roberts will discuss 
her latest book, Ladies of Liberty: The Women 
Who Shaped Our Nation, with Minnesota 
Public Radio’s Kerri Miller on Tuesday, 
September 23. The program begins at 7:00 
p.m. at the Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. Exchange 
St. Tickets are $20. Call 651-290-1221.

Dance
Zorongo Flamenco Dance Theatre will 
present the first half of the ground-breaking 
dance Romería/Marchita by Susana di 
Palma at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday, 
September 16-21, in Minnehaha Falls Park in 
South Minneapolis. With a score by Spanish 
composer Arcadio Marin, the dance tells 
the tragic story of a neglected and barren 
woman. The audience at these performances 

will be filmed and the film shown as part of 
its shocking second half on October 16-19 at 
the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. Admission is free at the 
falls; $29 at the theater. Call 612-724-2000.

Beginning square dance lessons will be 
offered on Monday, September 22, by Dakota 
Grand Squares, a local square dance club. 
The program will begin at 7:00 p.m. at Salem 
Lutheran Church, 11 W. Bernard St. in West 
St. Paul. Couples, singles and families are 
welcome. Pre-registration is requested. Call 
651-454-2942.

Theater
The Juliet Letters, a fully staged concert 
version of the song cycle by Elvis Costello 
about the mystery and magic of the tomb 
of Shakespeare’s Juliet, will be performed 
September 11-21 at the Southern Theater, 
1420 Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8:00 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, and 2:00 or 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $22. Call 612-340-1725.

Babe, a new musical about Babe Didrikson, 
arguably the greatest woman athlete of all 
time, will be given a concert reading at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday, September 
11-13, in Jeanne d’Arc Auditorium at the 
College of St. Catherine. Singer-songwriter 
Ellis stars in the Theatre Unbound produc-
tion. Tickets are $8-$20. Call 612-721-1186.

The Lex-Ham Community Theater’s 
Pulitzer-Prize Winner Reading Series 
continues on Friday, September 12, with 
Craig’s Wife (1926) by George Kelly. The free 
program begins with a potluck supper at 
6:30 p.m. at 1184 Portland Ave. The reading 
follows at 7:00, with parts reassigned at the 
start of each scene. Call 651-644-3366.

Power, Nick Dear’s tautly woven tale of 
cunning, greed and corruption in the 
French court of King Louis XIV, will open 
September 12 at Theatre in the Round, 245 
Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The curtain 
rises at 8:00 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 
2:00 p.m. Sundays through October 5. A 
discussion with Macalester College Professor 
Martine Sauret follows the September 21 

matinee. Tickets are $20. Call 612-333-3010.

Two edgy new one-acts—Sia(b) by Hmong 
American playwright May Lee-Yang and 
Asiamnesia by Sun Mee Chomet—open Mu 
Performing Arts’ new season on September 
13. The plays, which unravel long-held stereo-
types about Asian women, will be performed 
Thursdays through Sundays through 
October 5 at the Playwrights’ Center, 2301 
E. Franklin Ave. in Minneapolis. For ticket 
information, call 612-824-4804. 

Il Trovatore, the Minnesota Opera’s 
production of Verdi’s thrilling melodrama 
about revenge and remorse, will open at 8:00 
p.m. Saturday, September 20, at the Ordway. 
Sung in Italian with English translations 
projected above the stage, it features Russian 
stars Mlada Khudoley as Leonore, August 
Amonov as Manrico and Olga Savova as 
Azucena. Performances continue at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, September 
23-27, and 2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 28. 
For ticket information, call 612-333-6669.

Music
The Brass Messengers will perform the 
Gypsy music of Eastern Europe, American 
country, Latin dance and Afro pop at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, September 11, at the Picnic 
Island shelter in Fort Snelling State Park. The 
concert is free, although a $5.00 daily or $25 
annual permit is required on all motorized 
vehicles entering the park. 

The soulful sounds of Keith Johnson and 
the Grassy Knolls can be heard on Friday, 
September 12, in a benefit for Midway 
Training Services, an employment service 
for people with disabilities. The live concert 
begins at 7:00 p.m. at the Wellstone Center, 
179 E. Robie St. It will be preceded at 6:00 
by a Northern Indian buffet. Tickets for the 
concert are $8.00 in advance, $10 at the door. 
Meal tickets are $7.00. Call 651-641-0709.

Pianist Leon Fleisher will join the Chamber 
Music Society of Minnesota in concert 
at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, September 14, at the 
Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 S. 4th St. 
in Minneapolis. The program includes 
Schubert’s Fantasie in F Minor, Ravel’s La 
Valse and Brahms’ Quartet in A Major. 
Tickets are $25, $20 for seniors and $15 for 
students. Call 651-450-0527.

Carolyn Pool, Charity Jones and Angela Timberman star in the Sisters Rosensweig. Wendy 
Wasserstein’s Broadway hit of 1992 about the complex relationships among three 
middle-aged siblings is being staged September 12 through October 5 at Park Square 
Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place. The curtain will rise at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
and at 2:00 p.m. Sunday. For tickets, call 651-291-7005.  PhOTO By Amy AnderSOn
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Low Vision Doctors Help Legally Blind to See
Members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists help those with  macular degeneration to keep reading and driving.

By Elena Lombardi
Freelance Writer

Jackson, New Jersey Donald Paquette, 
72, a former assessor from  Anaheim, 
California  thought that his driving days 
were over. “I could not read the street 
signs soon enough and I couldn’t pass the 
vision test at the DMV office.”
  Gonzalo Garcia, 74, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, wanted to be able to read and 
write more easily. He wanted to see the 
nails and screws when he tried to use 
them in home repairs. He wanted see his 
grandchildren singing in the church choir. 
But  he thought those days were over 
when he was diagnosed with Macular 
Degeneration.
  Neither Donald nor Gonzalo  knew that  
a low vision optometrist could help  with 
some of those issues.
  “In New Jersey, Bioptic Telescopic 
Glasses can be used to pass the vision 
test for driving”, says Dr. Chris Palmer, 

optometrist in Minneapolis, Mn.  “This can 
allow some with conditions like macular 
degeneration to continue driving”.
  “Amazing!”  says Donald. “I can read 
the street signs twice as far as I did before 
and even see the television better!” Mr. 
Paquette received bioptic telescopic 
glasses and also special prismatic reading 
glasses for easier newspaper reading.
  People don’t know that there are 
doctors who are very experienced in low 
vision care. “Not many doctors like to work 
with people who are often upset and 
anxious” says Dr. Palmer, who
traveled to California for speical training 
recently.  “I love to see their faces light up 
when they see again.”
  Macular Degeneration is the most 
common eye disease among the senior 
population. As many as 25% of those 
over 65 have some degree of degenera-
tion. The macula is one small part of the 
entire retina, but it is the most sensitive 

RICHARD DOUGHERTY  WITH
TELESCOPE GLASSES
Richard Dougherty, 89, of Palmdale, California 
came to Dr. Shuldiner in June, 2003.  He has 
returned every two years to have the DMV vision 
report form filled out to keep driving. Dr. Shuldiner 
prescribed bioptic telescopic glasses to read signs 
and see traffic lights farther away in June, 2003.   

At his visit on March 3, 2007,  Mr. Dougherty said “The telescopic glasses keep 
getting better and better!”.  “They are actually better, by far, than the day I got them.  
The doctor is a genius! Definitely worth the $2300 I paid for them”.  On his visit 
this past March, Mr. Dougherty reported that the special prismatic reading glasses 
were still working fine. 

Chris Palmer, OD
Minnesota 888 882 2040
Yanna Nachtigal, OD
Pennsylvania 877 523 2020

Randolph Kinkade, OD
Connecticut 800 756 0766

Richard Shuldiner, OD, FAAO
Southern California 888 610 2020

David Armstrong, OD
Virginia 866 321 2030

Brian Saunders, OD
Georgia 877 948 7784

Marc Gannon, OD, FAAO
Florida 866 942 2020

Ross Cusic, OD
Washington 877 823 2020

Sheldon Smith, OD
Michigan 877 677 2020

Larry Chism, OD
Texas 888 243 2020

The following are some of the very experienced doctors working with low vision patients. They
are members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists and are happy to speak with you:

~ Advertisement

and gives us sharp images.   
  When it degenerates, ARMD leaves a 
blind spot right in the center of vision 
making it impossible to recognize faces, 
read a book, or pass the driver’s vision 
test.
  The experts do not know what causes
macular degeneration. But major factors 
include UV light from the sun, smoking, 
aging, and improper nutrition. 
  Vitamins can help. The results of two 
studies, AREDS and LAST deonstrated 
a lowered risk of progression by about 
25% when treated with a high-dose 
combination of vitamins. 
  A new, proprietary supplement based 
on the scientific studies is available from 
these doctors.  A very powerful for-
mulation,  Macula Therapy Formula is 
available from Dr. Palmer’s office.
  Nine out of ten people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
type. There is no medical treatment ex-

cept for vitamins. The wet type is more 
aggressive and results in more dramat-
ic vision loss. It involves leaky blood 
vessels that sometimes can be sealed with 
hot or cold laser.  Newer  treatments, such 
as Macugen, Lucentis and Avastin are 
injections to prevent leakage.
  “Our job is to figure out every-
thing and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning,”  says 
Dr. Palmer. “Whether it’s driving, 
reading, watching television, seeing faces, 
playing bridge…we work with whatever 
is on the persons “wish list”.
  “Telescopic glasses usually cost over
$2000”, says Dr. Palmer, “especially
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass”.  Readin glasses start at $500 
and hand magnifiers under $100. Every 
case is different because people have 
different levels of vision and different 
desires.

For information call  651.699.5560

Friday, October 3, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday, October 4, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

      and Street Dance with

  House of Mercy Band
   Music, concessions, fun for everyone!

  Immanuel Lutheran Church Parking Lot
   Snelling & Goodrich Ave. (across from Macalester College)

Proceeds go to Project Spirit 
of the St. Paul Area Council of 

Churches and ILC General Fund.
Partially funded by a grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Fri. Oct. 3rd 6:30-9pm

House of Mercy Band

FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $385 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/08
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

Beethoven’s 4th Symphony will be per­
formed September 18­20 by the St. Paul 
Chamber Orchestra under the direction 
of violinist Nikolaj Znaider. The music 
begins at 8:00 p.m. Thursday at Temple 
Israel in Minneapolis, Friday at Wayzata 
Community Church and Saturday at 
St .Paul’s United Church of Christ, 990 
Summit Ave. Also on the program 
are Beethoven’s Coriolan Overture, 
Mozart’ Violin Concerto No. 5 and 
Vasks’ Meditation for Violin and String 
Orchestra. Call 651­291­1144.

Music for the Animals, a benefit 
concert for Second Chance Animal 
Rescue featuring Tim Mahoney, Lehto 
& Wright and Concentual, will be 
held from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 
September 20, at O’Gara’s Bar and Grill, 
164 N. Snelling Ave. A silent auction, 
raffle and drink specials will also be 
part of the fun. Admission is $10.

Master finger-style guitarist Phil 
Heywood will perform in a Minnesota 
Guitar Society concert at 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 20, in Sundin Hall 
at Hamline University, 1531 Hewitt Ave. 
The concert will celebrate the release of 
Heywood’s new recording, “You Got to 
Move.” Tickets are $22, $17 for students 
and seniors. Call 612­677­1151.

Moscow-born pianist Ora Itkin 
will be joined by violinist Michael 
Antonello, cellist Teressa Richardson 
and recorder player Clea Galhano on 
Sunday, September 21, in a concert of 
Gypsy music in the classical, Klezmer 
and Latin traditions. Pieces by Piazolla, 
Sarasate, de Falla, Grenados, Gershwin 
and others will be performed beginning 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Admission is 
$20. Call 651­698­0751.

The music of Mozart, Beethoven and 

Prokofiev will be performed by Macal­
ester College teachers Mark Mazullo 
on piano, Mary Horozaniecki on violin 
and Tom Rosenberg on cello at 7:30 
p.m. Sunday, September 21, in the 
Concert Hall of Mac’s Fine Arts Center. 
Admission is free. Call 651­696­6808.

Exhibits
“Voice to Vision,” paintings, drawings, 
collage and mixed media that express 
the horror of genocide, is on view 
through October 2 at the Katherine 
E. Nash Gallery, 405 21st Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. The participating artists 
worked beside genocide survivors 
as they told of their experiences. An 
opening reception will be held from 
6:00­8:30 p.m. Friday, September 12. 
Four related documentary films will 
be screened: World War II Holocaust 
Survivors Share Experiences Through 
Art at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 
16; Romania 1941/Rwanda 1994 at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, September 20; If Nothing 
Else They’ll Hear My Beating Heart at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 23; and 
It Was Meant to Be: Germany, Tibet and 
Laos at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, September 
27. Admission is free. 

“Hands On: People at Work,” featuring 
artist Judy Westergard and her series “A 
Show of Hands: Hands as Portraiture,” 
continues through September at the 
Water and Oil Gallery, 506 Kenny 
Road. An open house will be held from 
5:00 to 9:00 p.m. Saturday, September 
13. Call 651­774­1822. 

The ancient materials of stone, sand, 
clay and glass are reinterpreted by 
seven regional artists in an exhibit 
that runs from September 18 through 
October 31 in the Lobby Gallery of the 

O’Shaughnessy Educational Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. “Bridge 
of Sand and Clay” includes 50 works 
by potter Marti Nelson, mosaic artist 
Elisa Lux, stone carver Marc Clements, 
multimedia artist K. Daphnae Koop, 
sculptor Susan Haas Morrissey, painter 
John Olympio and bead and textile 
artist Paulette Lack. A reception for the 
artists will be held from 4:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Saturday, October 4. Admission is 
free of charge. Call 651­962­5560.

“Hiawatha Tales,” photos, paintings 
and videos by Lawrence Nelson that 
juxtapose industrial and natural 
landscapes in the Twin Cities, will 
open with a reception from 6:00 to 
10:00 p.m. Friday, September 19, at 
Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. A related Art & Recycling 
Workshop will be offered from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 
18. The exhibit will close with a related 
video screening at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
November 1. Call 612­728­5745.

Family
“Saturday Live,” a free program at 
11:15 a.m. Saturday at St. Paul’s Central 
Library, 90 W. 4th St., will feature the 
Amazin’ ANTics of the Children’s 
Museum on September 13 and the 
Raptor Center on September 20.

“Behold, the Leaf!” a drop­in 
program for children ages 4­10 and 
their families, will be held from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, September 
13, at the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, 17th and University avenues 
in Southeast Minneapolis. Through 
scientific experiments, discover how 
and why leaves change color in autumn. 
The program is free with museum 
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admission, which is $5.00, $3.00 for children 
ages 3–16. Call 612-624-7083.

Learn of the ways and culture of the 
Dakotah Indians by trying out centuries-old 
tools and playing traditional Indian games on 
Sunday, September 14, at the Gibbs Museum, 
2097 W. Larpenteur Ave. The program will 
run from noon to 5:00 p.m. on the site of the 
19th-century farm and Indian encampment. 
Admission is $7.00 for adults, $6.00 for 
seniors, $4.00 for children. For more 
information, call 651-646-8629.

Create a lantern out of bamboo or origami 
paper, listen to Vietnamese folk tales, 
design a miniature storybook or enjoy a 
Vietnamese meal topped off with moon 
cakes at the Harvest Moon Lantern Festival 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, September 
14, at Landmark Center. The free event will 
conclude with a traditional lantern parade 
around Rice Park. Call 651-292-3276.

Teatro del Pueblo will present the puppet 
show The Great Cheese Adventures of 
Mexico at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 21, 
at St. Paul’s Central Library, 90 W. 4th St. 
Admission is free. Visit www.sppl.org. 

Film
Divided We Fall: Americans in the Aftermath, 
a feature-length documentary on the racial 
violence that followed in the wake of the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, will be 
shown at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 16, in 
the ballroom of Kagin Commons at Macal-
ester College. A discussion will follow the 
free screening. 

Et cetera 
Landmark Center’s various tenants will roll 
out the welcome mat from noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 21. Featured all afternoon 
will be tours of the building’s nooks and 
crannies, a historical scavenger hunt, wood-
turning demonstrations and a magnetic art 
project. Other attractions include the Ketzal 
Cotalicue Aztec Dance Troupe at 1:30, the 
Rose Ensemble and music of early Mexico 
at 2:00, a kids’ show with Rolf and Carrie 
at 2:30, and a gamelan workshop at 3:30. 
Admission is $3.00, free to children age 12 
and under. Call 651-292-3276.

and ultimately convinced them 
to be more careful in choosing a 
lead singer this time around. After 
several fruitless months of recruiting 
a new singer “the traditional way,” 
he said, the band pitched the contest 
idea to Shamrocks owners Mike 
Runyon and Ted Casper. 

Shamrocks has been offering 
live music four days a week since 
Casper and Runyon bought the 
West 7th Street bar and restaurant 
in January 2007. The partners 
were willing to take a chance with 
Bastille because “Matt (Norton) has 
brought some good bands here in 
the past,” Runyon said, referring to 
Greg Norton’s brother, a marketing 
professional who also serves as 
Bastille’s manager.

Posters hanging on Shamrocks’ 
red-brick walls encourage any 
man or woman with a “great 
set of pipes” to sign up for the 
singing competition at www.
RockBandBastille.com. The band 
screens all applicants and selects the best for 
the show at Shamrocks, where they perform 
three songs from Bastille’s repertoire. 

The singers compete before a panel of 
judges made up of employees of Shamrocks 
and contest cosponsor FM radio station 

93X. Those who are deemed best at relating 
to the crowd, interacting with the band and 
nailing the songs will be invited back for 
the quarterfinals on October 1 and 8, the 
semifinals on October 15, and the finals on  
October 17, when the band will introduce its 
new lead singer.

33b ’rock bAND bAStILLE’

Contestant Tom Corbin belts out a song on the 
opening night of “Rock Band Bastille.”

phoTo By BRad sTauffeR

Jazz in all its musical forms will animate 
the intersection of Selby Avenue and 
Milton Street on Saturday, September 13, 

when local businesses and nonprofit agen-
cies roll out the seventh annual Selby Av-
enue JazzFest.

Close to 10,000 people turned out for 
last year’s JazzFest. “It’s the biggest backyard 
party in St. Paul,” said Mychael Wright, the 
owner of Golden Thyme Coffee Shop and 
the founder of the fest.

Live music, children’s activities, soulful 
refreshments, and the show and sale of art 
and other merchandise will be featured from 
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Kids can make pup-
pets with In the Heart of the Beast Theater 
staff betweeen 2:00 and 6:00 p.m. At 4:00 
p.m. the Leigh Kammon and Merle Harris 
awards will be given out.

The musical lineup includes Dick and 
Jane’s Big Brass Band at 11:00; Walker-West’s 

Urban Legends of Jazz at 12:00; Wenso Ash-
by & Zsamé Morgan at 1:00; Mikhalized at 
2:00; Yohannes Tona at 3:00; The John Ray-
mond Project at 4:15; Salsa Del Soul at 5:00; 
and Jason “Malletman” Taylor at 6:00.

Selby Ave. gets 
in sync with 7th 
annual JazzFest

Jason “Malletman” Taylor will headline 
the selby Jazzfest on september 13.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Hall of Fame 
time at Central

The sports stories will be flying more than is usually the 
case at O’Gara’s Bar & Grill on Tuesday, September 
23. That’s the night when the four newest members of 

Central High School’s Hall of Fame will be honored as part of 
the Central “C” Club’s 90th annual banquet.

In a departure from what many schools do these days, 
Central went back quite a ways into its storied past to tap the 
honorees. Richard (Skip) Reynolds (class of 1951) earned 
all-city honors in football and basketball and also played 
baseball. In his senior season, he was named the school’s most 
outstanding athlete. Bobby Lewis (’61) was a football and 
track star, but also participated in gymnastics for two years. 
Thomas Hardy (’65) played with LeRoy Gardner, who led 
the St. Paul City Conference in scoring in 1965 when Central 
won the state basketball consolation title. Hardy was a three-
sport star, earning letters in football and baseball as well. 

The fourth inductee, Ray Muetzel, worked at Central for 38 
years before retiring in 1996. He taught science and served as 
the school’s longtime golf coach and equipment manager.

Tickets for the banquet are $20 and are available at the 
school and at the door.

One team’s loss is another’s gain
Depending on your point of view, the St. Paul Saints had 

either a very good or very bad season. The team led the 
American Association in attendance by a wide margin, 
drawing 286,796 fans over 46 home dates—an average of 
almost 200 more than Midway Stadium’s seating capacity of 
6,069. Toss in revenue from concessions and advertising—
including a marketing deal in which the city of St. Paul, 
which owns the stadium, allowed the Saints to have a sponsor 
“rename” the park for a week—and it can be presumed the 
team’s books look a lot better than those of some companies 
on Wall Street these days.

The team’s performance on the field was a different story. 
For the first time since George Tsamis became the manager, 
the Saints struggled badly and missed the playoffs. The team 
lost 11 of its last 12 games, including a pair of 9-0 drubbings 
to close out the season, and finished with just 42 wins, 
second-worst in the league. 

However, the Saints’ on-field struggles helped St. Agnes 
High School, which has been playing football games at 
Midway ever since it opened in 1982. Aggies athletic director 
Mike Streitz realized there was no way the field would be 
ready for his team’s August 28 opener against Hibbing. But he 
was thrilled that his team would be able to play a September 
5 home game against Lester Prairie at Midway as scheduled. 
It was the Aggies’ inaugural game in the Minnesota Christian 
Athletic Association. (St. Agnes is staying in the Tri-Metro 
Conference for all other sports.)

145 Snelling Ave (across from O’Gara’s), (651) 698-3773

St. Paul’s trusted sports source for the last 15 years

TRADE IN YOUR USED EQUIPMENT AND SAVE MORE!

MAKE IT EASY WITH
YOUTH HOCKEY PACKAGES 

SQUIRT
PACKAGE

$124.99

LOOK IN THE STORE FOR OUR OTHER
PACKAGE DISCOUNTS ON SKATES, STICKS, AND HELMETS!

MITE
PACKAGE

$114.99

Packages include Pads (shoulder, elbow, shin),
Breezers, and Gloves

10491 165th Street W • Lakeville, MN
(952) 435-1898

1571 Century Point • Eagan, MN
(651) 686-6225

�is is the Place to Learn!!
Book now for Fantastic
Fall swimming at
Minnesota’s original school
of aquatic education.

Visit familyswim.com

• Excellence in Swimming Instruction •

FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 

Maintenance & Repair Facility

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

651 298-0956CERTIFIED

www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
membership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.

910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)

By Brian Johnson

The injury bug has already bitten 
the Henry Sibley boys’ soccer 
team. In an early-season game, 

Warrior defender Justin Zeis went up for 
a header and came down hard, ruptur-
ing two discs in his back, according to 
head coach Terry Doud. Zeis will be out 
for about four weeks. And he isn’t alone. 

According to the American Academy 
of Orthopedic Surgeons, 477,500 soccer 
players wind up in hospitals, clinics and 
emergency rooms every year. The top 
five soccer injuries are sprains, strains, 
fractures, knee injuries and head inju-
ries. 

Not much could have been done to 
prevent the kind of injury Zeis suffered, 
according to Doud. In general, to avoid 
injuries, he stresses warm-ups before 
playing, cool-downs afterward and other 
sports training fundamentals. “But even 
with all that, things happen,” Doud said. 
“Soccer is a physical sport.” 

Cretin-Derham Hall coach Mike Hu-
ber said one of the problems is that play-
ers only have a few days to practice to get 
ready for the high school season. “Inju-
ries are a concern because there’s such a 
short time frame,” he said.

St. Thomas Academy coach Julius 
Tangwe said injuries are a concern espe-
cially at the start of the season. He en-
courages his players to stay active in the 
summer, whether it’s playing soccer or 
another sport. 

Players can avoid getting hurt by be-
ing more aware while they’re playing—
something that comes with experience, 
according to Minnehaha Academy 
coach Bassam Banat. “The more skilled 
the players, the fewer injuries,” he said.

St. Paul Academy has avoided any 
injuries so far this season, and that may 
be no accident. Coach Christian Isqui-
erdo prepares his players for the soccer 
season by taking what he calls “a mod-
ern approach” to conditioning. “We’re 
getting them soccer fit,” he said. “We’ve 
been very healthy, knock on wood.” 

The boys’ high school soccer season is 
already afoot. Here’s a look at the local 
clubs:

Central
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 9-8-2
Coach: Jorey Erickson

Key players and their strengths:
• Sam Mann, senior midfielder. A 

team leader and a skilled all-around 
player who has starred for the Minute-
men since 9th grade.

• Naveed Effendi, senior defender. 
Another long-time starter with good 
size (6-foot-4) who is an imposing, 
physical player.

• Dahir Wako, senior midfielder/for-
ward. Quick, creative and tough for op-
posing players to mark.

• Gabe Street, junior goalie. Is playing 
all-conference-caliber soccer and has 
three shutouts in six games so far this 
year.

team strengths/weaknesses: Central 
has a deep, experienced team with 13 
guys back from 2007. Every player has 
contributed so far and the team expe-
riences little drop-off when it goes to 
the bench. Goaltending was a question 
mark after the team’s projected starter 
was injured, but Street has filled in nice-
ly. Overall, this team looks solid.

Outlook: Central, which is off to a 3-
2-1 start, is a perennial favorite in the 
conference and this year is no different. 
Erickson expects the team to get stron-
ger as the season goes on. Como Park, 
Humboldt, Highland Park and Arling-

ton are other teams to watch in a com-
petitive league.

Cretin-derHam Hall
league: Suburban East Conference
last year’s record: 12-6-2
Coach: Mike Huber

Key players and their strengths:
• Ben Barth, senior forward. Scored 

14 goals last year. He’s quick, can shoot 
and hounds defenders. 

• Anthony Calderon, junior forward. 
A natural finisher and goal-scorer. 

• Neil Bartholomay, junior defender. 
A tall, physical, aggressive defender.

team strengths/weaknesses: CDH 
looks to put the ball in the net often this 
season with the return of Barth, Calde-
ron and other pure scorers. However, 
the midfield and defense could use some 
work. The Raiders gave up five goals in 
its season-opening loss to Edina on Au-
gust 21. 

Outlook: CDH won the conference 
crown last year and hopes for an encore 
in 2008. Huber expects the team to be in 
the top half of the league. The Raiders 
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Boys’ soccer preview
Local coaches cross fingers for an injury-free fall

Central senior defender Naveed Effendi dribbles the ball upfield during a 3-0 
win against Como Park on September 3. Photo by brad StauffEr
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will compete against such tough conference 
foes as Stillwater and Woodbury. 

henry sibley
league: Classic Suburban Conference
last year’s record: 9-4-3
Coach: Terry Doud

Key players and their strengths:
• Jack Kilduff, senior defender. The glue 

that holds Sibley’s defense together. 
• Evan Johnson, senior midfielder. A three-

year starter and good all-around player. Dis-
tributes the ball well. 

• Moe Ahmed, senior midfielder. A relent-
less attacker who’s big and elusive. 

• Francis Bungue, senior midfielder. An 
outstanding player. Good at creating scoring 
opportunities. 

• Christian Fregose, freshman forward. Has 
a good sense of where he is on the field. 

• Tom Perillat, junior forward. A hard 
worker who knows what to do with the ball. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Warriors 
move the ball well and attack as a team, but 
the defense is taking a while to develop. 

Outlook: Sibley looks to improve as the sea-
son progresses. The Warriors opened the 
2008 campaign with a 3-0 loss to conference 
rival Tartan, a 6-1 setback against Eagan and a 
1-1 tie with Mahtomedi. Tartan is among the 
conference favorites. 

highland ParK
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 8-8-2 
Coach: Chris Anderson

Key players and their strengths:
• Reyer Swengel, senior defender. Never 

tires and is a great defender. 
• Alejandro Villafan, senior defender. A 

smart player who directs traffic on defense. 
• Sam Sevett, sophomore midfielder. Plays 

aggressively and is a team leader.
• Casey Hewes, junior goalie. Made 14 saves 

in a game against Burnsville. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Scots are 
young and enthusiastic, and they have solid 
goaltending and defense. However, the young 
athletes have not played together much and 
will need time to jell. 

Outlook: Highland Park looks to finish 
strong after a 1-3 start. Despite its record, the 
young team has played surprisingly well thus 
far. With a few breaks, the Scots can compete 
with such top conference teams as Humboldt, 
Central and Como Park. 

minnehaha aCademy
league: Tri-Metro Conference
last year’s record: 7-9-2
Coach: Bassam Banat

Key players and their strengths:
• Quinn Nelson, senior sweeper. Very fast 

and aggressive. 
• Christian Kibler, senior forward. Scored 

three goals in the team’s first four games. 
• Andrew McNamera, senior forward. 

Sprained his ankle in practice before the first 
game, but a good, all-around player who can 
fill in at multiple positions. 

• Spencer Summers, sophomore forward/
defender. A good playmaker who shuts op-
posing players down on defense and covers a 
lot of ground. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Redhawks 
have great defense and goaltending this year. 
“Teams are really going to have to work to 
score on us,” Banat said. Minnehaha puts a 
lot of pressure on opposing defenses, but the 
team needs to get better at finishing its scor-
ing chances. 

Outlook: Blake, Breck and St. Paul Academy 
will provide tough sledding in the Tri-Metro 
Conference, but Banat likes his team’s chanc-
es. “We can win the conference if things go 
our way,” he said. The Redhawks started out  
1-2-1 this fall. 

rOOsevelT
league: Minneapolis City Conference
last year’s record: 9-8-2
Coach: Gordon Olsen

Key players and their strengths:
• Abshir Kodoh, junior midfielder. Speedy 

and has good ball-handling skills. 
• Christian Tigre, junior midfielder. A nifty 

passer who handles the ball like a pro. 
• Abshir Ahmed, senior defender. A steady 

player who anchors the Teddies’ defense. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roosevelt has 
good speed and players who know how to 
handle the ball. The Teddies could use more 
size, both up front and on defense. 

Outlook: In its first four games, Roosevelt lost 
to Andover (3-1), Chisago Lakes (5-0) and 
Park Center (7-1), and defeated Robbinsdale 
Cooper (6-2). South and Southwest are the 
top picks in the league. The Teddies hope to 
finish among the top three. 

sT. Paul aCademy
league: Tri-Metro Conference
last year’s record: 12-7
Coach: Christian Isquierdo

Key players and their strengths:
• Marco Pavoloni, senior forward. A dy-

namic player and team leader. 
• Matt Pichert, senior defender. An anchor 

on defense and another team leader. 
• Colin Wymore, senior forward. A three-

year varsity player. 
• Zach Brown, junior goalkeeper. A solid, 

returning goalkeeper who will be counted on 
to solidify a defense that includes three first-
year players.  

• Nick Forsgren, sophomore forward. Has a 
knack for putting the ball in the net.  

• Joe Stanoch, senior forwards. Scored both 
goals in a season-opening win over High-
land. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA has a lot of 
contributors on offense and promising talent. 
The team has only four seniors. 

Outlook: This will be a rebuilding year for the 
Spartans, who beat Highland 2-1 in early-sea-
son action before losing 4-2 to Meadow Creek 
and 6-1 to Edina. SPA led Meadow Creek 2-0,  
but allowed four goals in the last 20 minutes. 
The team is bound to experience some grow-
ing pains, but the Spartans are excited about 
the season. 

sT. ThOmas aCademy
league: Classic Suburban Conference
last year’s record: 8-9-2
Coach: Julius Tangwe

Key players and their strengths:
• Jacob Szymanski, senior midfielder. An 

all-conference player and good ball-handler.  
• Andrew Housh, senior forward. A tough 

and combative player who hustles and has 
good potential as a scorer.  

• Mike Fitzgerald, senior midfielder. An-
other all-conference selection who has good 
size and sees the field well. 

• Carl D’Aquila, senior forward. The Cadets 
will look to him for an offensive spark.   

• William Brady, senior forward. A good 
ball handler and very quick. 

• Sam Johnson, senior defender. Intelligent 
with the ball.  

• Ben Ruble, senior defender. Another solid 
player and a brick wall on defense. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Cadets will 
be solid at midfield and defense. St. Thomas 
is also deep and experienced, with 14 players 
back from 2007 and a good group of former 
junior varsity players. Scoring and goaltend-
ing were concerns last year, but the Cadets 
look to be improved in those areas. 

Outlook: In a tough Classic Suburban Con-
ference, STA looks to compete well with the 
likes of Simley, Henry Sibley, Hill-Murray and 
Mahtomedi. St. Thomas got off to a 2-0-1 start 
this fall by beating Richfield 9-2 and North 2-
1 and tying Simley 2-2.
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By Bill Wagner

Coaches all give different answers when 
asked what they consider to be the 
best formula for building a winning 

high school girls’ soccer program. But there’s 
plenty of common ground, too.

Longtime Minnehaha Academy coach 
Mark Anderson thinks that a team must have 
a certain level of talent to do well and players 
who buy into a team concept. Then it comes 
down to an emphasis on defense and superb 
physical conditioning. “It all starts with de-
fense,” he said. “By and large the successful 
teams have a defensive focus.”

Roosevelt coach Joe Rosenfield, who res-
urrected a moribund Teddies program over 
the past five years, said that for a coach to re-
build a program, one vital thing has to hap-
pen. “You need the kids to have fun when 
they come out,” he said. “If they have fun, they 
come back.”

Once his team takes the field, Rosenfield 
said the most important positions are in front 
of the net and at midfield. “You need to start 
in goal and work out from there,” he said. 
“But you really need to have good midfield-
ers. They carry the ball the most and a good 
center midfielder can make your offense.”

Henry Sibley coach Jay Miller looks for his 
players to play summer soccer. “Across the 
board, you need kids who (have experience),” 
he said. “Off the field, you need kids who have 
a willingness to work hard, whether it’s with 
weights or running or whatever. You need to 
kids who make a commitment.”

Here’s how the eight local girls’ soccer teams 
stack up this fall: 

 

Central
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 12-11
Coach: Peter Beck

Key players and their strengths:
• Sarah Ludwig, senior goalie. A returning 

player who gives Central a chance to be com-
petitive in most games.

• Erin Chambers, senior midfielder/for-
ward. One of the league’s best players. Shoots 
and passes well.

• Kristen Moen, senior forward. Provides 
leadership and scoring savvy.

• Rita Baldwin, senior forward/midfielder. 
Productive on offensive playing both posi-
tions. 

• Emily Johnson, senior forward. Should  
provide added scoring punch. 

• Brittany Berres, senior defender/midfield-
er. Another player who could see action at two 
positions.

team strengths/weaknesses: Central has  
good team quickness and depth and should 
be able to score goals. However, the defense is 
young and will be tested early.

Outlook: Central should contend with High-
land Park, last year’s league champ, and pos-
sibly Como Park for the conference title. 

“We’d also like to do well in our nonconfer-
ence games so that we get a decent seed,” Beck 
said.

Cretin-derham hall
league: Suburban East Conference
last year’s record: 6-13
Coach: Stephanie Aumann

Key players and their strengths:
• Nina Behrenbrinker, junior goalie. A 

consistent player who stepped up to earn the 
regular spot last year. 

• Olivia Clarkin, sophomore forward. Has 
promising finesse around the net.

• Maria McLeod, junior defender/midfield-
er. Should bolster the Raiders’ defense after 
playing a summer stint at midfield.

• Margie Jancik, senior midfielder. A good 
ball-handler who reads the field well.

• Alex Gergen, junior midfielder. Has 
shown promise early this fall. 

• Michelle Fischer, junior midfielder. Will 
add strength to the transition game.

team strengths/weaknesses: The Raiders 
should play well as a team play as they buy 
into Aumann’s possession-oriented system. 
However, the team is small and has only aver-
age speed.

Outlook: It could be a tough row to hoe for 
CDH in a league that includes four of the 
state’s top 10 teams. Aumann said a better 
than .500 finish may be a reachable objective. 
“We could surprise some people this year,” she 
said. She picks Woodbury as the top team in 
the conference. 

henry sibley
league: Classic Suburban Conference
last year’s record: 8-8-1
Coach: Jay Miller

Key players and their strengths:
• Carly Reimer, senior defender. Fast and 

strong. Sibley’s best player.
• Lauren Ahern, freshman midfielder. Has 

a good touch with the ball and good offensive 
skills.

• Chelsea Miller, junior midfielder. Has a 
good work ethic and team orientation.

team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley plays an 
aggressive style of soccer and has decent team 
speed. However, the Warriors’ offensive game 
is below par this year.

Outlook: Sibley returns nine players, five of 
whom start. “We’re going to struggle, I’ll be 
honest with you,” Miller said. “The kids we 
lost were irreplaceable.” He likes Mahtomedi 
in the conference, and says that reaching .500 
would be a “realistic goal.”

highland parK
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 13-4-3
Coach: John Knowles

Key players and their strengths:
• Ali Miller, junior sweeper/stopper. An 

outstanding defensive player. 
• Misha Evertz, senior midfielder/defender. 

A great passer and unselfish player.
• McKenzie Chase, junior midfielder/for-

ward. Has great athleticism. She can score and 
pass and sees the field well.

• Rachel Glad, senior defender/midfielder. 
Can create plays from the back.

• Kate Stone, senior defender. A good team 
player and leader.

• Veronica Dasovich, senior midfielder. A 
solid, mobile defender.

• Drew Neaven, senior midfielder. A high-
energy player who revs up the team.

team strengths/weaknesses: Stout defense 
and goaltending should have the Scots in al-
most every game, but more scoring punch is 
needed and team depth is untested.

Outlook: Highland has six starters back from 
last year’s conference championship squad, 
but has had to replace 10 seniors. Knowles 
thinks his squad should be among the top 
three teams in the league, along with Cen-
tral and Como. “I think Central is the team 
to beat,” he said. “We’ll be OK, but we have to 
keep our core group healthy.”

minnehaha aCademy
league: Tri-Metro Conference
last year’s record: 16-2-1
Coach: Mark Anderson

Key players and their strengths:
• Karen Kelley, senior goalie. One of the top 

goalies in the state. 
• Anna Krieger, junior sweeper. A fast and 

solid player.
• Sarah Schell, junior stopper. A physical, 

athletic and smart player who shadows the 
opponent’s top scoring threat. 

• Emma Dolphin, sophomore forward. 
Fleet of foot and can shoot. 

• Rachel Hansen, junior midfielder. A key 
cog on the team who is coming back from an 
injury.

• Nicole Roth, sophomore forward. Anoth-
er forward who moves the ball well.

team strengths/weaknesses: The Redhawks 
are strong as usual at defender and in goal. 
Team speed is also good. The midfield is a 

question mark, but Minnehaha should be able 
to survive with some position switches.

Outlook: Anderson foresees a possible five-
horse race in the Tri-Metro involving his 
team, Breck, Visitation, Blake and St. Paul 
Academy. “We’ll be good,” he said, “but ev-
erybody knows what a tough conference we 
have here.” Much of the Hawks’ hopes for suc-
cess are tied to Hansen, a gifted player who 
badly hurt her knee in basketball last year and, 
following reconstructive surgery, is just now 
ready to resume playing sports.

rOOsevelt
league: Minneapolis City Conference
last year’s record: 12-5
Coach: Joe Rosenfield

Key players and their strengths:
• Corrin Cook, junior goalie. An athletic 

player who has started since 7th grade. 
• Jessica Patino, senior defender. An experi-

enced backliner who should help the younger 
players adjust.

• Allison Fautsch, sophomore striker/de-
fender. The Teddies’ leading scorer last year. 

• Brittaney Finley, senior midfielder. The 
team’s second leading scorer last year.

team strengths/weaknesses: Goal keeping is 
very good and offense is decent for Roosevelt 
this fall. However, the Teddies lack experi-
ence, have only an average defense and are 
unproven off the bench.

Outlook: Roosevelt has nine starters back, 
but not necessarily seasoned ones. “We’ll be 
very young,” said Rosenfield, who sees South 
and Southwest as the league’s top guns. “We’d 
like to be in the top three.”

st. paul aCademy
league: Tri-Metro Conference
last year’s record: 14-6-1
Coach: Ben Danielson

Key players and their strengths:
• Cecilia DiCaprio, junior goalie. Emerged 

as a starter after taking over for Kristin O’Brien, 

Girls’ soccer preview
Local teams put best foot forward

Highland Park’s Misha Evertz, left, and Visitation’s Olivia Beinlich battle for the ball on 
August 26. The game ended as a tie. PHOTO By BrAd STAuffEr
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Nearly 7 out of 10 of our readers own homes.
(And 10 out of 10 would welcome a bit of improvement.) 

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.
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Our Fall Home Improvement 
Issues reach over 132,000 
readers at a time when they’re 
really getting busy around the house. 
Whether they’re looking to sell or just 
spruce things up a bit, they’ll need all 
kinds of products and services to help 
them. And they’ll be looking in the 
Villager for ideas. Considering 
our readers have more than the 
average amount of money to 
spend,* placing your ad in front 
of them right now would be 
hitting the nail on the head.

UPCOMING HOME IMPROVEMENT ISSUES:    
September 24

Deadlines: September 18
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

By Bill Wagner

Last year’s section re-
alignments brought 
about mixed results 

for area volleyball teams. For 
Visitation, the move from 
3AAA to 4AA resulted in the 
Blazers making it to state for 
the first time in school histo-
ry. For other teams, realign-
ment produced little change 
in fortune. 

Coach Rick Kuehlwein’s 
Cretin-Derham Hall team 
went from 3AAA to 4AAA 
last year and found success. 
“Both sections were difficult,” 
he said, “but we made it to the 
section finals both years.”

Highland Park, though 
still a consistent power in 
the St. Paul City Conference, 
had to contend with schools 
like Mahtomedi, Tartan and 
Cretin-Derham Hall when it 
moved to 4AAA last year. “It’s 
tougher playing the bigger schools, but we do 
our best,” said coach Kathleen Kramer.

Roosevelt co-coach Donna Sisler said her 
team’s placement in Section 4AA suited her  
just fine. “That’s more our level,” she said. “We 
don’t get that many kids out.” 

One thing that has become apparent is that 
there is better overall parity in the sport. “You 
don’t find a lot of freebies in the first round 
(of section play) anymore,” said Central coach 
Connie Kiedrowski.

Central starts this season dealing with an 
even more challenging situation. The Minute-
men will play without a home court this fall, 
since their home floor is being remodeled. 
Central will use the nearby Oxford Com-
munity Center for practice, and will play its 
games at other high schools. 

“We’ll be on the road for all our games,” 
Kiedrowski said, “but you have to put a bright 
spot on it.”

Here’s how the Villager area volleyball teams 
shape up this fall:

Central
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 18-10
Coach: Connie Kiedrowski

Key players: 6-0 junior middle hitter Ellen 
Senf, senior libero Yadi Seville.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Experienced 
players and good depth make Central a threat 
to extend its record of 53 straight City Con-
ference wins even further. The absence of a 
home court is the biggest question mark.

Outlook: Kiedrowski likes her team and be-
lieves Highland Park is its top threat in the 
league. “We have some players who have im-
proved a lot through the summer program,” 
she said. 

cretin-derham hall
League: Suburban East Conference
Last year’s record: 18-12
Coach: Rick Kuehlwein

Key players: senior outside hitters Annie Sut-
liff and Danielle Gibbemeyer, senior middle 
hitter Julia Bedford, senior setter Lizzy Henry, 
6-foot-2 senior middle hitter Sarah Hen-
dricks, senior setter Stefanie Bugasch, senior 
libero Emily Sherwood.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Raiders 
have good team chemistry, offense, defense 
and depth. If there’s a weakness, it’s not obvi-
ous.

Outlook: CDH has skill, savvy and youth. 
“Half of the team will be underclassmen this 

year,” Kuehlwein said “but we’re as good as 
anyone.” He likes Woodbury, Stillwater and 
Forest Lake in the conference.

henry sibley
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 2-12
Coach: Katie Naughton

Key players: senior setter Mariah Beaman, 
junior outside hitter Elyssa DeTorre, senior 
setter Katie Ahlstrom, 6-foot senior middle 
hitter Sarah Lopez.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley has good 
height and improved depth. The Warriors still 
need to work on passing and learning how to 
win.

Outlook: Sibley returns five starters whose 
play improved toward the end of last season  
and Naughton hopes to see further improve-
ment. “Last year, we weren’t as good as we 
thought we were going to be,” she said, “but 
this year we should be in the top half of the 
league.” Naughton picks Hill-Murray as the 
conference favorite.

highland park
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 14-10-3
Coach: Kathleen Kramer

Key players: senior outside hitter Kara Laird, 
junior setter Ellie Erickson, junior middle hit-
ter Kody Johnson, junior defensive specialist 
Melanie Dubay, senior defensive specialist 
Ashley Thompson.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Highland has 
good serving, defense and quickness. Howev-
er, the Scots will have to work hard for points 
and the team lacks height.

Outlook: Kramer, who has three starters 
back, believes her club and Central will be the 
top two teams in the league and thinks the 
Scots can give Central a run for the money. 
“We have some depth,” Kramer said, “but we 
need to keep everybody healthy.”

minnehaha academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 18-8
Coach: Tom Kivel

Key players: senior libero Sarah Lucht, senior 
outside hitter Allison Yaeger, sophomore out-
side hitter Sarah Winter, 6-foot-3 sophomore 
middle hitter Katelyn Adams.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minnehaha 
has good setting skills and defense, and bet-

Volleyball preview
Realignment brings parity to the classes

volleyball c42

Minnehaha Academy senior defensive specialist Sarah 
Lucht sharpens her digging skills. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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“Gentle, personalized, comfortable 
care at affordable fees.”

Paul & Charles Mendes

FREE*
Consultations

      • Cosmetic 
         Veneers

• Bonding
• Smile Design
• Implants

*new patients only

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

And

4 Bite Wing  X-Rays
only

$99*
($199 value)

*new patients only

Professional
Teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only

Mendes Family Dentistry 550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)  651-699-0404

Top Dentists Award 2008
– Consumer Checkbook

The question of the stadium’s availability 
came up because St. Paul employees Bob 
Klepperich and Connie Rudolph and the rest 
of the Midway groundskeeping gang needed 
to be on hand in case the city required 
extra help during the Republican National 
Convention. Given the extra time due to 
the Saints missing the playoffs, the field was 
ready for football before the convention and 
Streitz avoided a major scheduling headache.

Crazy ’08
The Chicago Cubs have a chance to go 

to the World Series if they can get by a 
longtime rival. If they succeed, they may see 
the Chicago White Sox waiting for them. 
Meanwhile, an umpiring controversy, as well 
as the off-field actions of some of the game’s 
most well-known players, are threatening to 
overshadow the ’08 pennant race.

But I’m not talking about 2008. It’s the 
1908 season I’m referring to. The above and 
more are included in Crazy ’08 (Collins, 
2008), a 400-page retrospective of one of the 
most interesting seasons in the game’s long 
history.

Author Cait Murphy’s full-time gig 
is assistant managing editor at Fortune 

Magazine, but she slides headlong into 
baseball history here and comes out a winner. 
Murphy goes into great detail telling the 
story of a three-team battle in the National 
League. It ends up in a tie, in part because the 
Giants’ Fred Merkle forgot to run to second 
base in a game against the Cubs and because 
Philadelphia pitcher Harry Coveleski dealt 
the Giants several defeats.

The Cubs end up winning the title in a 
wild playoff game in New York. Meanwhile, 
the White Sox, who looked like they would 
roll to an American League title, get passed 
by Detroit at the last second. The Cubs 
smoke the Tigers in the World Series, but 
it’s almost an afterthought. If you’re sick 
of reading and hearing about players who 
are overly impressed with themselves, 
Rube Marquard, Honus Wagner, Christy 
Matthewson, Frank Chance and Ty Cobb 
come off as slightly edgy, but otherwise 
delightful characters. 

It’s not a perfect book. I would have liked 
to read more about the AL race and less 
about how bad the Cardinals were that 
year. But when all is said and done, Murphy 
clearly cares about her characters and gives 
us a good sense of what that tumultuous 
season was like.

(Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.)
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who was sidelined with a knee injury.
• Brie Rick, junior defender. Is coming off 

an all-state year for the Spartans.
• Maren Flom-Staab, junior midfielder. A 

team mainstay who controls the game.
• Niambi Mitchell, senior forward. Has 

good offensive skills and was the team’s lead-
ing scorer last year.

• Katie Long, senior forward. Another play-
er who can find the net. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Nine starters 
return for SPA. The Spartans are a good de-
fensive and passing team, with a good grasp 
on playing as a unit. The only weakness is the 
lack of a single go-to scorer. This year’s squad 
will have to score by committee.

Outlook: Blake is the team to beat in the con-
ference, though Visitation, Minnehaha Acad-
emy and Breck also will be strong. “I think 
we’ll have a good year,” Danielson said. “We 
look to be as competitive as we can and have 
fun doing it.” 

visiTaTiOn
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 12-7-1
Coach: Carle Cheesebrough

Key players and their strengths:
• Kelsey Crocker, senior midfielder. Domi-

nates a game from midfield.
• Emma Russ, senior midfielder. Has good 

speed and knows what to do with it. 
• Rachel Lochner, senior defender. The 

backbone of the Blazers’ back line.
• A.J. Montanez, senior forward. Has good 

offensive skills. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Visitation has 
good all-around balance, offensively and de-
fensively, as well as good speed, strength and 
chemistry. Only injuries can keep the Blazers 
from enjoying a good season.

Outlook: Visitation has Blake and Breck to 
contend with in a rugged circuit, but has the 
tools with 11 starters returning. “We certainly 
can contend for the conference title,” Cheese-
brough said.

ter overall athleticism than last year, though a 
lack of height could pose a problem. 

Outlook: The Redhawks will go up against 
Concordia and Visitation in the conference, 
but Kivel likes the potential of his squad, 
which returns four players. “I have some 
good young players and I won’t hesitate to use 
them,” he said.

rOOseveLT
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 2-9
Coaches: Donna Sisler and Wendy Vang

Key players: junior middle hitter Jennifer 
Swanberg, left side hitter Ashley Starr, senior 
setter Cassie Nelson.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roosevelt is set-
ting and passing better, but the Teddies need 
improved hitting and footwork.

Outlook: Roosevelt has only 21 players out 
for its three teams this season, so improve-
ment will have to be measured in small steps. 
“We have to work on the numbers,” Sisler said. 
“Our goal for the year is for the girls to learn 
the game better and to show improvement.” 
Sisler said South and Southwest clearly sepa-
rate themselves from the rest of the league.

sT. pauL aCademy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 1-12
Coach: Leah Skoy

Key players: senior middle hitter Grace Fer-
rara, junior setter Kendra Rosario, senior left-
side hitter Curry Berg.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA is hitting 
well and positional play is much improved 
over last year. A lack of size and blocking 
power are the biggest drawbacks.

Outlook: The Spartans have only one senior, 
but five juniors bolster the strength of the 
team. Skoy thinks that DeLaSalle, Visitation 
and Concordia will be the class of the Tri-
Metro Converence. “We think we should be 
able to finish in the middle of the conference,” 
she said.

visiTaTiOn
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 24-5-2
Coach: Sarah Leach

Key players: 6-0 senior middle blocker Cath-
erine Hermann, senior hitter Erin Byom, se-
nior back-row player Katie Lamberton.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Visitation’s 
serving and defense are solid, but its size and 
point-scoring power are suspect.

Outlook: The Blazers have six players back 
from last year’s state tourney team and they’re 
hoping to build on what was their best season 
in school history. Leach likes her team’s chanc-
es, along with those of Minnehaha Academy, 
Concordia Academy and perhaps St. Croix 
Lutheran. “But we’re probably the favorites,” 
she said.

40b gIRLS’ SocceR
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Classifieds
home improvementS

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. An  
affordable full service company. Call 
now for best rates on exterior in '08. 
651-246-2869.

GREGG & BARB'S Painting, 25 
years' experience, 30% discount; 
interior-exterior; 612-390-1171.

TILE. Tile repair. 30 years' ex-
perience. Free estimates. 612- 
390-1171.

HOME IMPROVEMENT. Bath-
room facelifts. Basement finishing. 
Tiling, painting, carpentry. Licensed. 
Insured. 612-702-0761.

home ServiceS

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

home improvementS

GOODMANSON CONSTRUC-
TION. Decorative concrete special-
ists. Driveways, steps, walls, patios, 
walks. Call now and ask for Bryan 
Dan, Mac-Grove resident, 651- 
636-4996; www.goodmanson 
construction.com.

ARBORS, WOODEN Fences and 
Platform Decks. Call Keith, 612-
839-7655.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/ 
Insured. Professional Quality at a 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623. 
Paul.

PAINTING. Interior & Exterior. 
Includes Power wash. Highland 
References. Experienced. Reason-
able. Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
patios, walks, floors, brick/block, re-
taining walls, chimney repair/tuck-
pointing. 612-321-0842.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, 
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured; 
651-699-7077.

*PAINTING*
Interior/Exterior. Professional 
quality work. Water damage,  
repair, plaster, handyman services, 
carpentry, enameling, windows  
and doors. 651-735-3349.

CONCRETE WORK: steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

T & D ASPHALT repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, sealcoating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimate. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional exper- 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

PAINTING. SKILLFUL Painter for 
interior/exterior. Thorough prep to 
ensure great results. Color consult-
ing, plaster repair, glazing. Helen, 
651-644-0645.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

HARDWOOD FLOORS RE-
NEWED. Low dust floor sanding 
and refinishing. Installation and re-
pair. Hundreds of satisfied Highland 
Park customers. Blue Canoe Wood 
Floors, 651-439-9281.

INTERIOR-EXTERIOR paint-
ing. Top quality. Clean. Reliable. 
Excellent references. Prompt es-
timates. Randy, 651-260-7010; 
Roger, 651-470-5020.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING: bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom rough 
in; ceramic tile; free estimates; John, 
651-772-1546; 651-808-4055. 
 

home improvementS

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restoration. 
Structural and moisture problems 
solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bath-
room/kitchen remodeling. 612- 
275-9815.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431, weekdays.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612- 
702-0761.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

home improvementS

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, base-
ment ref in ishing,  remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc.,  Dan, 
651-429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. 
Your vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish trim work, basements,  
bathrooms, ceramic tile; drywall/ 
repair; reliable; 20 years; Mike 
Foster, 651-216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install, refin-
ish, repair. Estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 763-444-9048.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Remodeling 
ideas. Sinks,  to i lets,  tubs/ 
surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815.

WAnteD to BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

TOP CASH PAID! Older Furniture 
and Misc. Items Wanted. 651- 
227-2469. 

OLD '50's-'60's Stereo Equip-
ment; need not work; Andy, 651- 
329-0515.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in  
res iden t i a l  roo f i ng . Loca l  
references. Licensed. Insured.  
Call 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting/
Repair. Wood frames/stucco, 
power washing, color matching. 
Best workmanship, price guaran-
teed; free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. 
Average home, $600; average 3 
rooms, $250; average garage, 
$250. Painter Jim, 651-698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

For SAle

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

LOCAL HONEY. Raw and Natural, 
$3.50/lb. 651-253-0040.

gArAge/moving/miSc

*GARAGE/MOVING SALE*
1209 Hartford. Sat., Sept. 13, 9-3.  
Multifamily. Includes lots of furni-
ture, dining, bedroom, living room, 
student, office and misc.

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY'S 34TH 
Annual Arena Sale. Fri., Sept. 12, 
9-7. Sat., Sept. 13, 9-3. Friday 
ONLY, $3 adult admission from  
9-2. Minnehaha Academy's South 
Campus Ice Arena, 4200 West 
River Pkwy., Mpls. Huge sale with 
an excellent selection of clothing, 
shoes, antiques, books, electron-
ics, furniture, linens, toys, bikes, 
tools, sporting goods, jewelry, 
home decor, and housewares! 
NO STROLLERS allowed in 
Arena! Food provided by Chris and  
Rob's Chicago Taste Authority. 
Fabulous rolls by the MA Kitchen; 
packaged in containers to go! 
Questions, contact Jane Anfang, 
612-728-7721 or anfang-jane@
minnehahaacdemy.net. 

YARD SALE. Infant/toddler items, 
strollers, car seats, toys, like new 
clothing. 1864 Grand, Fri.-Sat., 
Sept. 12-13, 9-5.

MULTIFAMILY GARAGE & Tents 
Sale. Sept. 18-19-20. Thurs.-Fri., 
8-6, Sat., 8-4; 2123 Roblyn (cor-
ner Roblyn/Finn). Furniture, tools,  
refrigerator, gas stove, file cabinets, 
HH goods, gifts, clothing & much 
more. Don't miss this one!

1542 PORTLAND. Fri., Sept. 19, 
9-5; Sat., Sept. 20, 9-3. Salon prod-
ucts & misc. 

2176 HARTFORD. Sept. 12-13, 9-
3. Toys, household, small air condi-
tioner, sports cards.

AUtoS/BoAtS/cYcleS

RED SPORTY 1998 Honda, 2 door, 
6 cyl, sunroof, 62K miles, mint; 
$8,200; 612-655-4448.

reAl eStAte/lAnD

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

BANK OWNED, Fixer Uppers. 
Free List with pics. Re/Max Realty 
100. www.VillagerAreaForeclosure 
List.com. 

reAl eStAte WAnteD

*WE BUY HOMES FAST*
No Equity? No Problem. Fore-
closure help. We take over pay-
ments. Call Today! 612-419-5067. 

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Sept. 24       Deadline: Sept. 17

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festivalBetsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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A-1 Vacuum Cleaner Co.
— Since 1952 —

Sales, Service & Supplies
     666 University Ave. at Dale  651-222-6316

a-1vacuum.com

FIRST TIME HOME BUYER SEMINARS
Come learn the 10 steps to choosing &
purchasing your first home + info on
$7,500. government incentive, check
www.stpaul-girl.com for schedule,

   Lynn Ritter, RE/MAX Results, 612-599-0846.

continued page 44
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Service Directory
Home ServiceS

WEEDING & LIGHT yard mainte-
nance by the hour. Linda, 651- 
227-0751.

FREE APPLIANCE Pickup! For a 
limited time only! JUST CALL, WE 
HAUL, INC. Will pickup refrigera-
tors, freezers, stoves, washing ma-
chines and/or clothes dryers! Just 
Call! 612-724-9733. 

RECYCLE YOUR OLD bed box 
spring or mattress, $10 pickup 
charge each piece. 10-5; 651- 
647-1771.

MIKE'S HANDYMAN Service. 
Custom decks and fences. Mike, 
651-399-4712.

ZION GREEN Clean. Your eco-
friendly carpet & housecleaning. 
651-890-6915.

*SAVE $$$*
Insulate; Air Ducts/Pipes. 651- 
357-8104.

HouSecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House-
cleaning. Honest, reliable, excellent 
references; 651-293-1273.

HOUSECLEANING. Discount on 
first cleaning. We have satisfied 
customer references. Anna, 651-
488-7049.

SIMPLY TIDY Housecleaners. 
Thorough housecleaning for af-
fordable price! Free estimate. 
Insured. Referrals. 20% off on first 
time. 651-210-1846. www.sthouse 
cleaners.com.

COME HOME to a clean house. 
Professional housecleaning with a 
personal touch. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, one time. Kelly's Cleaning, 
651-528-3948.

laWn/lanDScaPe/SnoW

THE BEST Landscaping services, 
free estimates, design, tree/shrub 
& plant knowledge and installa-
tion, grading, sodding, beds & gar-
dens, paver patios/walks/drives, 
Versa-Lok retaining walls, & ponds. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping, 651- 
227-2584; bluhmbrothers.com.

Home ServiceS

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. No 
job too small. 651-646-5175.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

FURNITURE REFINISHING. 
Furniture repair, stripping & re-
finishing. Quality work, 32 years 
in business. Oak Plus, 612- 
724-5151.

JUNK/BRUSH hauling, cleanup. 
Prompt, courteous response. Call 
John, 651-387-2955.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
Carpentry. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. Lic. #20581059.  
BBB Member. Troy's Decks &  
Fence, 651-210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/gutter 
cleaning, power washing, 10 years' 
experience, insured, references, 
free estimates. Jeremy, SkyBlue 
Windows, 651-503-0996.

LOOKING FOR: Painting, gut-
ter cleaning, yard work, odd jobs;  
Jim, 651-698-0840.

GUTTER CLEANING and Gutter 
Screening. Since 1990. Call Mike, 
651-646-4000.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
We bag the debris; includes 
flushing gutters and unclogging 
downspouts so water flows freely. 
Cleanup/hauling. 30 years' experi-
ence. Reasonable rates. Insured. 
FREE ESTIMATES. The Gutter 
Flushers. 651-428-8249.

ROTTEN WOOD? Window sills, 
casings, & exterior wood trim  
repaired or replaced. Harmsen & 
Oberg Construction. Gary, 651-
698-3156.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
waste recycling. Need to get rid of 
old cleaning, painting, lawn/garden-
ing products, sprays, etc., but no 
time? Free estimates. Professional, 
customer-focused. Go-Green 
Environmental, 651-308-6617. 
CarlsonGoGreen@msn.com

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Garage Slabs • Driveways

• Patterned Concrete
• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

www.proteampaintingplus.com

651.917.2881

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

C
H

I L
E

EN PA IN

T
I N

G

Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson   612.868.7787

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

Martin Renovation Group
Historically Sensitive Additions

Kitchens & Baths

Renovations      Remodeling

394 Herschel Street
St. Paul, MN  55104

651.260.2143
MN BC 20596462

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Free Estimates

Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured
651-785-4596

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

Chimney &
Step Repair,

Misc. masonry
      grinding, tuck-pointing
SAM 952-292-0520

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595.

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

ROYAL
SHADE &
AWNING

CO.
We measure and install 

all     kinds of shades 
and awnings.

Specialists in custom-made
decorator shades

FREE
QUOTATIONS

FEATURING
Hunter Douglas

Products
244 So. Fairview

651699-0530

iTo
Mike DeVito

Mechanical
Contractors

INC

Plumbing – Heating
Air-Conditioning – Refrigeration

• Residential  • Commercial

651 227-1432
Mobile 612-309-3066
Pager 612-660-0353

Fax 651-905-3779 

7840 ALBERTA WAY WEST, INVER GROVE HTS., MN 55077      

Since 1883

Restoration Specialists
688 Hague                         651-292-0124

Plumbing and Heating Co.

Lawn Problems?
– Aeration –
The First & Best Step
toward a healthier lawn

• 3 years of training
• 20 years experience

Call today
612-722-0494

MK Lawn &
Landscape

continued

KEITH’S
PLASTER
REPAIR
‘‘The Plaster Experts”

• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage
•Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Service Directory
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

BUMBLE BEE Landscaping. 
Design and installation: plantings, 
patios, retaining walls, drainage 
correction. Paul, 612-730-9397.

offiCE & grAPhiCS

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

OFFICE WORK. Execut ive 
Administrative Assistant retired, 
available for part-time work. I have 
outstanding experiences and refer-
ences. JacqueDee, 651-647-1383.

ComPutEr/iNtErNEt

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651-
274-4072.

SENIORS, cross the River and 
become more computer literate! 
SeniorNet, a national non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to teaching 
computer literacy to adults over 50, 
has trained over 2500 seniors at 
their Learning Center at Minneapolis 
Community & Technical College. 
Near the Basilica and Walker Art 
Center, and only fifteen minutes 
from Highland! The small classes, 
taught by patient seniors, meet 2 
hours, one day a week for 4 weeks-
$25. (Basics, E-mail, Internet, 
Photo Elements, Word Processing, 
etc.) Parking, $2.50. Starts week of 
Sept. 8. Information 612-659-6253 
or www.seniornet-mpls.org.

ProfESSioNAL SErViCE

*WILLS  MADE SIMPLE*
Highland Village neighborhood. 
Complex wills accepted too.  
Google my name: Karen E. Sletten, 
call 651-340-0328, or email: 
karen@slettenlaw.com.

FREELANCE WRITING: marketing 
materials, editing. Newsletters, etc. 
15 years' English AP teacher/pub-
lished author. 612-327-9674.

PErSoNAL SErViCE

NEED A HAND cleaning, laun-
dry, errands, shopping & cooking. 
Whatever your needs, I can help. 
Angie, 651-231-0481.

PEt SittiNg/PEt CArE

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving care 
of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

hEALth & fitNESS

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

ZION HOLISTIC Health Services. 
Natural healing, superior herbal 
formulas, personal training. 
Experienced fitness instructor, 
Health Science, Herbal stud-
ies. Registered business. Call  
651-890-6915.

SEWiNg/EmbroiDEry

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL SEAMSTRESS. 
Creative! 12 years' experience. 
Kim, cell 651-233-0075; 651- 
340-0645.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn and Landscaping. 
In business for over 24 years.  
Quality work and competitive 
rates. Commercial/Residential. 
Landscaping services include 
grading, sodding, decorative rock 
& wood mulch gardens. Retaining 
walls, patios, sidewalks & drive-
ways. Weekly lawn cutting, weed 
& feed. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References available upon 
request.

T I M ’ S  G R A S S  C U T T I N G . 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE Gutter cleaning/
repair; dethatching, tree/bush ser-
vice; 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John, 
612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, 
sod, dirt. General hauling/excavat-
ing, tree trimming/removal. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Accept 
credit cards. References. Loren, 
651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Hedge trimming, mow-
ing. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

HELLER FAMILY Lawn & Snow. 
Serving the area for over 20 years. 
Family owned/operated. 651- 
699-9315; 651-442-1325.

SADOWSKI BROS. Landscaping. 
We do it all. Reasonable rates. 
No job is too big or too small. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 651- 
353-3870.

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanup. Full lawn service, gutters, 
trees & bushes; 651-690-5227.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

EXTERIOR DRAIN TILE systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

COME HOME to a Natural Oasis! 
Verbena Design and Landscaping 
creates healthy outdoor spaces 
that suit your needs. Raingardens. 
Garden Renovations. Design. Build. 
Maintain. Art Meets Ecology in your 
Back Yard. Carleen, 612-590-5199. 
www.verbenadesign.com.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Tree and 
brush removal. Yard cleanups. No 
job too small. Tom, 651-341-8353.

LAWN & TREE Services.  Cutting, 
Trimming & Removal. Dave, 651-
788-1693.

HEDGE & BUSH trimming, land-
scaping, hauling; experienced, 
prompt; Mike, 651-460-8102; 651-
214-1309.

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn 
Care. Personal, professional. 
Weekly lawn. Edging, hedg-
ing & more. Tree trimming/stump  
removal. Reasonable. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

GARDENER. Need help getting 
your garden ready for winter? 
Transplanting, planting bulbs, weed-
ing, mulching. 651-699-4456.

GARDEN SERVICES by dir t-
flower. Design, coaching, mainte-
nance. Professional Horticulturist.  
www.dirtflower.com or call 651-
260-4699.

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

BlueCanoeWoodFloors.com

651-439-9281
wood floors

HARDWOOD
FLOOR SANDING

and refinishing

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

Residential Restoration Contractor
Small jobs to large jobs

Full coaching for those who want to attempt their 
projects themselves 

Additions, basements, bathrooms, complete remodels, 
custom shelving, decks, handyman services, kitchens 

plus complete electrical work and plumbing.

J B Contouring Inc
Phone 612.845.7330

License #20257436                              In business since 1996

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate

•Steps •Floors •Sidewalks
• Patios • Custom Work • Footings

•Stone Steps
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

Chimney
Repairs

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family-owned for
over 50 years

612-414-4612

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

	 •Tree & Shrub Removal &Trimming
	 • Stump Removal

Certified  Arborist

          651 699-7022
              “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

Roger Gatz

Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Dustin Hamland
651-319-3515

Long
Beach
Painting

Long
Beach
Painting
32 Years’ Experience

Interior • Exterior
Painting • Plastering

Texturing • Paper Removal

Mike O’Connell
phone: 651.690.1832

cell: 612.805.5483
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Help Wanted

CERTIFIED NURSING Assistants. 
Home Health Aides. Rakhma 
Homes is looking for responsible, 
mature, dedicated, registered 
Certified Nursing Assistants and 
Home Health Aides for our home in 
the Highland area of St. Paul. 
Rakhma Homes is a non-profit or-
ganization serving older adults with 
memory loss in residential settings. 
Call Jeff at 651-699-3583 or 
jcapuzzi@rakhma.org. www. 
rakhma.org.

HOMEMAKERS, St. Paul area. 
Our homemakers do light cleaning, 
including, but not limited to: vacu-
uming, dusting, meal preparation 
and shopping. If you enjoy working 
with seniors and want to help them 
remain in their homes, this job is 
for you! We offer part-time & flex-
ible hours and work around your 
schedule. We also make it a priority 
to give homemakers clients who 
are close to their home. Come in 
and fill out an application, fax 651-
647-3423 or email: tlchomecare@
comast.net. TLC Home Care, 1255 
West Larpenteur Ave., Roseville, 
MN 55113.

LEAFLET MISSAL CO. Catholic reli-
gious gift company in St. Paul needs 
Call Center Agents, Showroom 
Associates, Warehouse Personnel. 
FT/PT & Seasonal positions avail-
able. Jen, 651-487-2818.

*PREMIER FENCE*
Shop/Field Assistant. Work out-
doors. Heavy lifting and driver's 
license required. Entry level  
position with excellent long term  
opportunity. Full job description at 
www.premierfence.com; fax 651- 
698-1535; email or apply in per-
son M-F, 8:30-4:30; pat@premier 
fence.com; 1105 Homer St./W. 7th, 
St. Paul. 651-698-4007.

volunteers

FREE ARTS Minnesota. Volunteers 
needed to work with abused, ne-
glected children using art & mentor-
ship. Weekly commitment. Contact 
Krissy at 612-824-2787. www.free 
artsminnesota.org.

cHild care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE mom  
has openings soon, huge fenced 
yard in nice neighborhood, many 
great references. Sheila, 651- 
225-9626.

HealtH care provider

EXPERIENCED HOME Health 
Aide for you or a loved one. Available 
for part-time hours. Exceptional ref-
erences. JD, 651-647-1383.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

MIKE BOGLE. Solo Piano/
Vocal. Duo/Trio/Quartet. 612- 
839-3241; mikebogle.com.

pHotoGrapHY/video

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651-698-9604 or  
e-mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

music instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO & FLUTE instruction by pro-
fessional musician, experienced 
teacher. B.A. in Piano Performance. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; my studio or your 
home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

PIANO/Songwr i t ing/Compo- 
sition. All styles. 612-839-3241; 
mikebogle.com.

PIANO LESSONS with a great 
teacher in a cozy home studio. 
Experienced, successful, patient, 
encouraging. Trish, 651-645-1620.

MUSIC LESSONS. Professional 
piano/violin instruction. All ages. All 
stages. Nokomis area. Linn, 612-
825-7722.

. piano tuninG/repair

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. Robert 
C l o u g h ,  6 1 2 - 7 2 2 - 7 5 8 6 ; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

BALAND'S PAPAGENO Piano 
Tuning LLC. Quality tunings, great 
rates. 888-290-5107.

instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K-col-
lege, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT. 
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955.

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

EXPERIENCE THE joy of fearless 
sewing! Classes, camps & private 
lessons. 651-297-0495; sewing 
lounge.com. 

TUTORING: Reading, Writing, 
Math. Teach Wilson Reading 
System. References. Judy, 651-
698-9259.

WRITING TUTOR: grades 7-12, 
college essay, ACT/AP prep. 15-
year English/AP teacher, published 
author. Jenny, 612-327-9674.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

Help Wanted

CHILD CARE service needs adults  
days, evenings and vacations; $500 
week/up. Car necessary. 651- 
429-2963.

MEALS ON Wheels driver wanted 
at Merriam Park Crt./Keystone 2-3 
days per week, hourly salary/mile-
age paid. Hours 11-12:30. Call 
Jeanne, 651-645-7424.

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

• Parking Lots
• Sport Courts

www.arcpavinginc.com
Free Estimates

(651) 253-8474

• Parking Lots

Driveway Replacement 
Specialists “Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates • 30 yrs. Exp.

Excavation Available
612-729-1298

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 24 years

Fine Painting & 
Home Refinement
Jim & Jeanne Robbins
651-329-2660

www.finiki.com

Finiki

ShowcaSe
Home Painting

call martey for a free estimate
651-271-2418

fully insured

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

KEITH’S
PLASTER
REPAIR
‘‘The Plaster Experts”

• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage
•Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

ActionOrnamental.com

Railings
    Newly made and repair

  (651) 434-4580

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com
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Service Directory
for rent residential

FIRST FLOOR, 2 bdrm., 2 bath, 
W/D, heated garage, elevator, se-
cure bldg., walk to Highland Village; 
$1,000/mo., heat included; 651-
690-8408.

THE REGENCY Condominiums, 
Highland. Luxury 1 bdrm. court-
yard, river view, underground park-
ing, pool, exercise, security; 2275 
Youngman; $925; 310-924-2282.

FURNISHED ROOM. Share kitchen 
with one. Separate entrance. N/S. 
On bus. $365/mo. 651-644-6387.

WEST 7TH, bright, clean, upper 
1 bdrm. duplex, new carpet/paint, 
office, large porch overlooks shared 
garden, heat/water paid, $725; 952-
220-8338; 952-443-3442.

SUMMIT. Beautiful bedrooms 
in histor ic mansion,  $625-
$650. Smoke/pet free. Must 
see to believe. 651-291-0965. 
www,bethanyvillageliving.com.

for rent commercial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+  
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

OFFICE SPACE Merriam Park, 
366 Prior Ave. N. Call Ron, 612-
386-6964.

LEASE. Office/Warehouse/Zone 
E2. Prime location. Move in condi-
tion. 651-287-3663, ask for Kathy.

BLOOMINGTON EXECUTIVE 
SUITES, 7800 Metro Pkwy. Prime 
1 and 2+ person office space avail-
able immediately. Ideal for consul-
tants, psychologists, attorneys, etc. 
Located near both airports and 
MOA. From $400. Contact Judy, 
952-851-9040.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE space in 
Highland Park from one office up 
to 4000 sq. ft. available. Brand new  
state-of-the-art class A building. 
Off-street parking lot with building 
security system. Private offices 
with meet & greet services. Short 
term lease available. Contact Ron 
Becker @ EXIT Innovation Realty 
@ 651-492-2183.

roommates wanted

QUIET, CLEAN home. Hardwood 
floors, fireplace, A/C, laundry, $330; 
651-414-0545.

for rent residential

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg.; underground heated parking. 
$663-$824. First month rent free! 
651-773-3485; www.1480randolph 
seniorapartments.com.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-698-7684. www.krc 
apartments.com.

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 2 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers conve-
nient access to work or enjoyment. 
Hidden River Falls, unique shops, 
and great restaurants are just a walk, 
jog or bicycle ride away. Off-street 
parking and garages available. Call 
to reserve your new home! 952- 
334-5365.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,350 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

1280-1299 GRAND AVE., 651-699-
3003. Beautiful, spacious 1 BR and 
Studio Apts. Quality, Value, Great 
Location. Best Living on Grand Ave. 
Free gas!

14XX GRAND AVE., 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
beautiful house. Natural woodwork, 
hdwd. floors. Fabulous condition. 2-
car garage plus parking space. No 
smoking/pets. $1,450/mo., util. not 
included. 651-485-5313.

GRAND AVE. 1775. Secure build-
ing, 2 bdrm., 1 1/2 bath, dining 
area, large closets, dishwasher, 
disposal, carpeted, AC, $771. Avail. 
Sept. 1. Require 1-year lease. By 
appt. 651-222-8554.

4XX BANFIL. Large 2 bdrm. lower  
duplex; hdwd. floors, porch, base-
ment, yard; heat/water paid, 
NS, references; $750/mo. 715- 
825-4355.

UPPER DUPLEX, 482 Michigan, 
2 BR, LR, DR, garage, util. paid, 
washer/dryer, hdwd. floors, large 
open porch; $845/mo. + security 
deposit; avail. Oct. 1. Contact 612-
961-1861 for showing.

MAC-GROVELAND, 2 bdrm., 
large lower duplex, sunroom, patio, 
fenced yard, garage, washer/dryer, 
big studio space, NS/NP; $1,100; 
651-690-1607.

MAC-GROVELAND. Nice 1 BR du-
plex. $725, heated, hdwd. floors, 
laundry; 651-222-2768.

IRVINE PARK. Superb loft. Owner 
on premises. Avail. immediately. 
First month free. W/D. Rent nego-
tiable. 651-227-9363.

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GaraGes l.l.c.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

J&R Cabinet Sales
651/485-5908
www.jandrcabinetsales.com

Amish Custom Cabinets

Jeff Menard
Landscape

                  Drainage problems?
Retaining Walls

Patios – Steps – Walks
651•436•6568

Landscape
Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

BEAKS  (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Invest
in your
Home

 Quality Lawn Care &
  Landscape Services
• Retaining Walls

• Pavers  • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning 

• Lawn Care Contracts
• Irrigation Systems

Rotten
Wood?

Gary 651-698-3156
Since 1975

window sills,
casings &
trim replaced.

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

                           Expert Climbers • Professional Service
                           Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

                           The latest in yard friendly equipment
                           Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists 

Residential
Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed &
Insured

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

Complete Tree Service L.L.C.

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

33 years experience
 651-341-8728
 651-653-5912

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Custom Wood
     Mantels Nooks
     Moldings Shelves
     Cabinets Covers
     Built-ins Panels

Window Seats
Firewood Boxes

Etcetera
Create  /  Restore

Paul  612-724-9167

ConCrete 
& Masonry

new & repair

Gary Benson 651-423-6666

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured



AmericanGemSociety.org

SOMETIMES IT’S NOT THIS OBVIOUS.

Tired of your jeweler clowning around? 
Since 1934, the American Gem Society™ has set the industry 
standard for high ethical business practices, continuing education, 
professional service, and consumer protection. 

Only 5% of jewelers, designers, appraisers, and suppliers have 
met the requirements necessary for membership. Plus, the 
American Gem Society is the only gemological organization that 
requires its members to be recertified every year.

IF YOU’RE NOT DOING BUSINESS WITH AN AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY® MEMBER,
YOU’RE LEAVING SOMETHING TO CHANCE.

2 0 6 5  F o rd  P a r k w a y 
S t .  P a u l ,  M N  5 5 1 1 6

( 6 5 1 )  6 9 8 - 6 3 2 1

5 0 2 0  F r a n c e  Av e . ,  S o u t h
E d i n a ,  M N  5 5 4 1 0

( 9 5 2 )  9 2 6 - 6 1 6 6

R F M O E L L E R . C O M

5 5 5  N i c o l l e t  M a l l
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 0 2

( 6 1 2 )  3 3 2 - 4 1 4 1

©2008 American Gem Society. All rights reserved.
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