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By Jane McClure

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter has pro-
posed a supplemental budget of $2.9 
million for 2020 to improve public safety 

and address a surge of gun violence in the city 
that has resulted in a near-record number of 
homicides. 

The supplemental budget includes $1.68 
million in city funds to beef up what Carter 
has described as a “community first” response 
to crime with expanded access to city pro-
grams and resources. The money would go 
toward keeping after-school programs free for 
children, creating more jobs for youths, hiring 
new city “ambassadors” to connect youths to 
programs and services, and providing hous-
ing assistance to people with criminal records, 
new resources for mental health services, an-
other city attorney to work in criminal diver-
sion and a new pedestrian safety engineer.

The city would also draw on state and feder-
al grants to provide $750,000 for a gun crime 
intelligence center, $250,000 to expedite DNA 
testing in the city’s crime lab, and $250,000 for 
a downtown “fusion center” to improve com-
munication between the police and building 
security and social service agency personnel.

Carter described his supplemental budget 
as the most comprehensive public safety effort 

County kicks off series of truth-in-taxation hearings

Carter proposes 
adding $1.68M 
to ’20 budget to 
make city safer
Funds would help steer 
youths away from crime

By Carolyn Walkup

Local residents whose living expenses exceed 
their household income are increasingly 
turning to food shelves to feed themselves 

and their families. In Minnesota, one in every 11 
adults and one in every eight children face “food 
insecurity” from time to time, according to There-
sa McCormick, program director for Second Har-
vest Heartland. As winter approaches, she said, the 
need for supplemental food becomes especially 
acute  with increased clothing and energy costs 

and long breaks from school where children from 
low-income households can get free or reduced-
price breakfasts and lunches.

Second Harvest partners with other nonprofit 
organizations in Minnesota and western Wis-
consin to distribute fresh and nonperishable food 
from its central warehouse in Maplewood. Sec-
ond Harvest delivered the makings for nearly 89 
million meals in 2018 with the help of more than 
1,000 local food shelves and other charities. More 
than 61 percent of that food was fresh produce, 
dairy, meat and bakery items. 

Keystone Community Services in St. Paul is one 
of those partnering organizations. Last year it dis-
tributed 2.4 million pounds of food free of charge 

Food shelves respond to rise in hunger 
Basic needs director Christine Pulver and volunteer Diane Plante sort fresh produce at Keystone 
Community Services’ Midway food shelf.  photo by brad stauffer

Families pinched by higher 
costs replenish their larder 
with help of local charities
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By Jane McClure

Double-digit increases continue to pose a 
hardship for Ramsey County property 
taxpayers. That was the message coun-

ty commissioners heard repeatedly during a 
truth-in-taxation hearing on the proposed 2020 
property tax levy on November 25 at the county  
library in Maplewood.

The county hearing was the first of three for 
St. Paul property owners. The St. Paul School 
Board was to hold its hearing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 3, at the school district headquarters, 
360 Colborne St. The St. Paul City Council will 

hold its hearing at 6 p.m. Wednesday, December 
4, at City Hall, 15 W. Kellogg Blvd.

The county is set to adopt its 2020 budget and 
property tax levy on December 17. The county’s 
proposed levy increase is 4.75 percent for 2020. 
By law, commissioners can trim but not increase 
the levy by the final vote.

The county’s proposed 2020 budget is $741.7 
million, a 0.5 percent increase from the $738.1 
million approved for 2019. Property taxes are to 
increase from $312.4 million in 2019 to $327.1 
million in 2020. Property taxes made up 42.3 
percent of this year’s budget and will make up 
44.1 percent of the 2020 budget. Other funding 

sources for county operations include state and 
federal revenue, and charges for services.

More than 40 people signed up to address the 
county commissioners, though fewer than that 
actually spoke. Between 150-200 people attend-
ed the public hearing, with the crowd spilling 
into the hall. There were also long lines to speak 
to county staff from the assessor’s office.

Much of the hearing was dominated by people 
demanding to save the county-owned Ponds of 
Battle Creek nine-hole golf course that is slated 
to close at the end of 2020. The other speakers 

county tax hearing c2
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the city has ever undertaken. “Gun vio-
lence is a public health crisis,” the mayor 
said, and it calls for a new approach that 
goes beyond law enforcement. He said 
his strategy is focused on strengthening 
families. “It all starts at home,” he said.

Carter proposed a 2020 city budget in 
August that included $105.2 million for 
the Police Department. However, a spate 
of gun violence this fall had him second-
guessing that outlay. St. Paul logged 
30 homicides in the first 11 months 
of 2019—26 of them by gunfire—and 
more than 2,150 incidents in which peo-
ple were injured by gunfire. 

A request by the Police Department 
for $250,000 to install ShotSpotter gun-
fire detection technology did not make 
it into Carter’s original 2020 budget, nor 
is it included in his supplemental public 
safety budget. The mayor is also holding 
fast to his original plan to cut five of the 
nine police officer positions he added 
earlier this year.

“I cannot pretend that a difference of 
five police officers can fundamentally 
transform public safety outcomes in a 
city of over 300,000 people,” Carter told 
the City Council.

ShotSpotter has been the focus of 
heated debate between the mayor and 

other city officials. The technology in-
dicates when and where shots are fired 
in neighborhoods where it is employed. 
St. Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell and 
Ramsey County Sheriff Bob Fletcher 
have praised the technology. City Coun-
cil member Dai Thao has asked for it 
to be installed as a pilot program in his 
Ward 1. However, Carter has dismissed 
ShotSpotter as a “technological toy.” Ac-
cording to him, it has not been effective 
in other cities where it has been used. 

Ward 7 City Council member Jane 
Prince highlighted the ongoing dis-
agreements between the mayor and 
police chief, saying that it is “critical” 
that they be on the same page. Carter 
responded with praise for Axtell, saying 
that they are close friends who do not 
always agree.

An overarching theme in Carter’s sup-
plemental budget is stopping crime be-
fore it happens. Among its expenditures 
are the following:

• $225,000 to eliminate a proposal to 
begin charging fees for the city’s popular 
Rec Check afterschool program.

• $200,000 to add 55 jobs in the Right 
Track youth employment program. 

• $305,760 to hire new community 
ambassadors in the city’s North End, 
East Side, Midway and Frogtown neigh-
borhoods to connect youths to programs 

and services and job opportunities.
• $110,000 for a pilot program to pro-

vide incentives of up to $3,000 to land-
lords who rent apartments to people 
with criminal records.

• $130,000 to enlist culturally specific 
organizations to work with people who 
are in need of mental health services.

• $113,906 to hire an additional at-
torney to work in the community jus-
tice unit of the City Attorney’s Office 
on alternative prosecution models that 
emphasize diversion, education and 
outreach.

• $150,000 for a new pedestrian safety 
engineer in the city’s Department of 
Public Works. 

• $300,000 for a Healing Streets Proj-
ect and a Cure Violence Program, two 
community-centered approaches to vio-
lence prevention, intervention and heal-
ing that have been used successfully in 
New York, Chicago and Baltimore, ac-
cording to Carter. 

The City Council is scheduled to 
adopt the city budget for 2020 on De-
cember 11, although the vote could be 
postponed a week. City officials had 
been contemplating a 4.85 percent in-
crease in the city’s property tax levy. The 
addition of the proposed supplemental 
public safety budget would raise that in-
crease to 5.85 percent.
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Visit our website for live- 
streaming of the Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Services.
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- pioneer press

raised concerns about their property 
taxes. 

Chris Samuel, the county’s auditor-
treasurer, said neighborhoods where 
properties are still recovering from the 
2008 recession are seeing some of the 
steepest property tax increases. That 
includes Frogtown, North End, Payne-
Phalen and Dayton’s Bluff.

What was confusing for property 
owners in some neighborhoods is that 
the November 5 election affected what 
they will ultimately pay. St. Paul prop-
erty taxpayers received statements of 
a possible a 22.3 percent levy increase. 
That reflected an additional $27.1 mil-
lion that Mayor Melvin Carter and City 
Council members said would be needed 
to cover organized trash collection if 
the ordinance governing it had been re-
pealed by voters in a referendum.

That didn’t happen, but Carter and 
the council are still working on a supple-
mental public safety budget of about $3 
million. About half of that would be sup-
ported by property taxes. It is estimated 

the city levy could increase by 5.85 per-
cent, which is up from the 4.85 percent 
hike that Carter proposed in August.

County residents also will see their 
taxes go up in school districts where 
school referendums won approval in the 
election.

Samuel and county commissioners 
emphasized that residential property 
owners whose taxes went up more than 
12 percent should apply for a state re-
fund.

Market values are rising an average of 
7 percent countywide, but property tax 
increases are expected to be in double 
digits for about 35 percent of homes, 32 
percent of apartments and 26 percent of 
commercial properties.

Hamline-Midway resident and for-
mer City Council candidate Chris Hol-
brook said the increases make it dif-
ficult to keep rents affordable for the 
low-income tenants of his two duplexes 
in Frogtown. One property is facing an 
estimated tax hike of 46 percent and an-
other is looking at 33.2 percent.

“We try to provide housing for people 
who are struggling,” Holbrook said, “but 

we have to pass property tax increases 
along to our renters.” 

Several speakers complained that 
their property taxes were increasing by 
double digits while their wages and So-
cial Security income were not. The in-
crease in Social Security for 2020 is 1.6 
percent.

One resident said she just bought her 
home earlier this year and immediately 
saw a 30 percent property tax increase. 
Another called the increases a shell 
game and scolded county commission-
ers for recently voting to increase their 
own salaries. Still another said she was 
outraged by the taxes on her home, 
which has increased in value by more 
than 18 and 16 percent over the past two 
years.

County Board chair Jim McDonough 
said commissioners understand the 
challenges people are facing. “Each and 
every one of us feels your pain. We truly 
do,” he said. “None of this is easy.”

However, he pointed out that the 
county has about 550,000 residents and 
that many people who need county  
assistance are in crisis.

1b public safety budget

1b county tax hearing
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Your Independence.

Call or stop by for 
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1539 Grand Avenue | Saint Paul, MN 55105

from its food shelves at 1916 University 
Ave. and 1459 Rice St. and its mobile 
food pantry. In October Keystone’s food 
shelves served more than 8,000 people, 
the highest monthly total in its 80-year 
history, according to Christine Pulver, 
Keystone’s director of basic needs. 

Pulver cited skyrocketing housing 
costs as the primary culprit for the in-
creased need for free food. 

“There’s a crisis in St. Paul with the 
lack of affordable housing,” said Key-
stone president and CEO Mary McKe-
own. Another reason for the increased 
need is the growing number of senior 
citizens living on fixed incomes and 
struggling to make ends meet. Seniors 
are the fastest-growing demographic in 
need of supplementary food, according 
to McKeown. Twenty-five percent of St. 
Paul residents over the age of 65 have 
annual incomes of under $25,000, she 
noted. 

Many of Keystone’s clients receive 
assistance through the federal Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). Formerly known as food 
stamps, the program is available to 
qualifying low-income households, but 
many find that SNAP does not go far 
enough in meeting their needs.

Keystone has been using its mobile 
food pantry to reach clients who face 
health or transportation challenges. The 
refrigerated truck delivers food to desig-
nated locations Mondays through Fri-
days. Keystone’s food shelves and mobile 
food pantry operate with eight paid staff 
members and scores of volunteers. “Our 
volunteers are amazing, but we need 
more of them,” McKeown said. 

At Keystone, people will wait as long 
as 30 minutes for the doors of the food 
shelves to open at 10 a.m. Recipients do 
not need to show identification, but they 
are advised to bring some form of ID—a 
recent utility bill or other piece of mail 
for instance—for proof of residence. 
Keystone will serve people even if they 
live outside the service area, but it will 
also direct them to food shelves in their 
own neighborhood.

There are more than a half-dozen 
food shelves in the neighborhoods 
served by the Villager, including Fran-
cis Basket, 1293 E. Maynard Drive East; 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 436 N. 
Roy St.; the Salvation Army, 401 W. Sev-
enth St.; Hallie Q. Brown Community 
Center, 270 N. Kent St.; Loaves & Fishes 
at Dorothy Day, 183 Old Sixth St.; and 
Minnehaha United Methodist Church, 
3701 E. 50th St. in Minneapolis. 

Concordia University also operates a 
food shelf at 1371 Marshall Ave., but it 
is primarily intended for Concordia stu-
dents, faculty and staff. A local nonprofit 
called Sheridan Story operates a “back-
pack program” that provides nonper-
ishable food to St. Paul Public Schools 
students who are in need on weekends 
and during school vacations. “We’re in 

250 public and a few private schools,” 
said Rob Williams, Sheridan Story’s ex-
ecutive director. Sheridan Story served 
about 10,000 meals last year and expects 
to serve more this year. Typically the 
food bags are placed in students’ back-
packs to preserve confidentiality, Wil-
liam said.

A recent visit to Keystone’s food shelf 
on University Avenue revealed much 
fresh produce and dairy items, canned 
and boxed foodstuffs, as well as personal 
hygiene products, books and magazines. 
Keystone volunteers stock the products 
by category beside signs printed in Eng-
lish, Spanish, Hmong and Karen. Shop-
pers are welcome to help themselves, 
though there are limits on frozen meat 
and seafood.

Keystone receives most of its mon-
etary donations from the Twin Cities 
United Way, foundations, local faith 
communities and businesses—money it 
uses to buy food from Second Harvest 

Heartland at discounted rates not avail-
able to ordinary consumers. 

Donations of nonperishable food 
from individuals and civic groups ac-
count for about 8 percent of Keystone’s 
food. The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture contributes surplus commodities. 
Major retailers also donate food that is 
nearing its expiration date.

The donations from major retailers 
have increased considerably in the last 
two years as the retailers move to achiev-
ing goals of “zero waste,” according to 
Pulver. In fact, 51 percent of Keystone’s 
food now comes from those sources, 
compared to 8 percent two years ago.

“There is no red tape at Keystone,” 
Pulver said. “We keep a record of house-
holds and get demographic information. 
The good news is that the average num-
ber of visits per recipient is just three 
times a year. Generally, they come to 
meet short-term needs.”

1b food for the needy

Keystone clients Ta Htoo (top) and Jane Jureepaw (above) fill their baskets at 
the Midway food shelf with the produce they need to make ends meet.

Photos by Brad Stauffer
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By Jane McClure

A $77.5 million package of public financing 
for the redevelopment of Ford Motor Compa-
ny’s former assembly plant in Highland Park 
will be reviewed by the St. Paul City Council. 
acting as the Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority board, at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, De-
cember 4. 

The financing package is part of a proposed 
development agreement between the city and 
Ryan Companies, the master developer of the 
now vacant site. The financing would help 
Ryan pay for the design and construction of 
$92 million of public infrastructure on the 
site, including streets, sidewalks, boulevards, 
bike and pedestrian trails, water distribution 
systems, sanitary sewers, stormwater sewers, 
ponds, parks and public art. The 122-acre site 
will include a total of 55 acres of public open 
spaces, including parks, trails, sidewalks, 
streets  and publicly accessible private spaces.

Ryan’s plan for the Ford site includes 3,800 
housing units, 150,000 square feet of retail 
space, 265,000 square feet of office space and 
50,000 square feet of institutional space. Sev-
en hundred and sixty housing units will be af-

fordable to those making between 30 and 60 
percent of the Twin Cities median income.

The development is expected to add $1 bil-
lion to the city’s property tax base by 2040, 
generating $18 million annually in property 
taxes to be shared by the city, Ramsey County 
and the St. Paul Public Schools.

The public financing package for Ryan in-
cludes $53 million in tax increment financing, 
$6.9 million in Capital Improvement Budget 

financing and Municipal-State Aid funds, and 
$17.6 million in assessments and utility fees. 

The core public infrastructure is expected 
to be completed by the end of 2021, and it 
must be completed by the end of 2022. That 
work includes site grading; all above-ground 
and underground stormwater treatment, re-
tention and storage facilities; and the exten-
sions into the site of Montreal Avenue, Mount 
Curve Boulevard and Cretin Avenue. All of 

the public infrastructure must be completed 
by January 1, 2026, in order to be eligible for 
the tax increment financing (TIF).

TIF  draws on the additional property taxes 
generated by a development to pay for some 
of the costs of that development. TIF can be 
used to cover such costs as pollution cleanup 
and new infrastructure. Under state law, the 
property must be determined to be blighted 
to qualify for TIF.

Ryan Companies is planning a public 
meeting in early 2020 prior to the beginning 
of construction on the Ford site. “We want 
people to know what to expect as we move 
toward construction,” said Mike Ryan, presi-
dent of Ryan’s north region, at a November 20 
meeting on the Ford project at St. Catherine 
University. 

Ryan Companies and Ford Motor Com-
pany officials hope to close on the property’s 
sale by the end of the year. Ford named Ryan 
Companies as the master developer for the 
site in mid-2018.

Ryan cautioned that the construction pro-
cess will be long and potentially disruptive. 
The company will create a website that people 
can access for progress reports on the project.

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
voted 5-1 on November 18 to grant 
height variances to Ryan Companies, 

allowing buildings of up to 48 and 65 feet 
high on portions of Ford Motor Company’s 
former assembly plant in Highland Park. 
Those building heights are included in the 
city’s master plan for the 122-acre Ford site, 
but they exceed the heights allowed in the 
Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area. 

The state of Minnesota’s rules for the MRC-
CA are meant to guide development along the 
Mississippi River in the seven-county metro-
politan area. The state Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) adopted new height limits 
for that area in 2017. The new rules allow 
heights of up to 48 feet in the River Towns and 
Crossings District nearer the Mississippi and 
heights of up to 65 feet in the Urban Mixed 
District further from the river. But because 
the DNR has not completed a model ordi-
nance for cities to review and adopt, the old 

River Corridor height limit of 40 feet remains 
in place. 

According to Tony Barranco, senior vice 
president for development at Ryan Compa-
nies, the master developer for the Ford site is 
not asking for anything more than what has 
been approved by the city and contemplated 
by the state. The Ford site project “has a lot 
of moving parts,” he said, “and these variances 
will allow us to do development planning. It’s 
a matter of timing.”

Menaka Mohan, who leads Ford site plan-

ning for the city, recommended that the vari-
ances be approved. According to her, even 
with the greater heights, the Ford site develop-
ment will not be visible from the river below.

Although building heights were a point of 
contention during the years of debate over the 
Ford site’s redevelopment, no one appeared 
at the BZA public hearing to testify about the 
variances. The BZA received one letter from a 
citizen opposed to the change.

The Highland District Council took no po-
sition on the request.

City Council reviews public financing package for Ford site

Variances raise building height limits at Ford site to 48 and 65 feet

An artist’s rendering of the Ford site fully developed and looking toward the southeast.
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By Jane McClure

Whether decades of paint sludge, sol-
vents and other hazardous waste 
should be excavated or left in place 

in a former Ford Motor Company landfill re-
mains to be decided. However, the site of the 
landfill on the banks of the Mississippi River 
is now being eyed for a large solar array to 
power the 122-acre Ford site redevelopment 
just up the bluff in Highland Park. 

The solar array would be a ballasted system 
that sits on top of the concrete  cap that cov-
ers a portion of the landfill known as Area C. 
The array would not go into the ground, so it 
would not disturb any of the materials in the 
landfill, according to Tony Barranco, senior 
vice president for development at Ryan Com-
panies, the master developer of the Ford site.

More than a dozen people attended the 
Highland District Council (HDC) Commu-
nity Development Committee meeting on 
November 19 to hear an update on the efforts 
by Ford and the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) to monitor the landfill. A 
larger presentation is planned for February.

The Friends of the Mississippi River have 
urged Ford to excavate and remove the ma-
terials buried at Area C due to the risk posed 
by industrial waste buried so close to the river. 
The MPCA maintains that its ongoing well 
monitoring has not indicated the level of risk 
claimed by the Friends. 

The buried waste is believed to include old 
paint, solidified paint sludge, steel, brick, con-
crete block, wood chunks and contaminated 
soil. The primary contaminants associated 
with these materials include lead, cobalt, cad-
mium, manganese, chromium and non-chlo-
rinated solvents such as toluene, methyl ethyl 
ketone, methyl isobutyl ketone and xylene. 

Area C was used as a landfill from the 1940s 
to about 1966, according to Amy Hadiaris of 
the MPCA’s brownfields program. Ford de-
posited construction rubble and paint sludge, 
old paints and solvents there in barrels. Ma-
terials excavated from two other Ford plant 
landfills also ended up there, as did debris 
from construction projects at Lock and Dam 
No. 1 and road reconstruction projects along 
Mississippi River Boulevard.

Area C has a layer of more than 25 feet of 
contamination covered by more than 40 feet 

of soil and debris. The waste is also surround-
ed by concrete block, and Ford paved over the 
site in the 1990s and used it for vehicle stor-
age.

The MPCA has been involved in ground-
water monitoring and other investigative 
work on the site since 1980 after receiving an 
anonymous call about the buried materials. 

“It sounds bad and it was bad, but that’s 
what our society did,” Hadiaris said. Accord-
ing to her, the waste likely caused the great-
est pollution in the years before it was capped 
when Mississippi River flooding infiltrated 
the buried pollutants.

“No doubt there have been environmental 
impacts,” Hadiaris said. However, she added, 
those impacts are believed to have lessened 
with the concrete cap and the amount of ma-
terial that has already leached out. One chal-
lenge in monitoring the situation is the diffi-
culty in determining what pollution is coming 
from the old landfill and what is coming from 
other contaminated sites upriver, she said. 
However, based on available data, the concen-
tration of pollutants in Area C groundwater is 
well below the level that would pose a risk to 
the river, she added. 

Area C is not included in Ford’s pending 
sale of the former assembly plant property to 
Ryan Companies. The automaker will con-
tinue to own the landfill site. 

One concern raised at HDC meetings is 
whether any pollutants could travel from 
Area C through the Ford plant’s old sand 
mine tunnels to the new development atop 
the bluff. Hadiaris said that is unlikely. The 
layers of bedrock beneath the Ford site are a 
barrier, she said, and during the demolition 
and cleanup of the old Ford plant, some tun-
nels were filled in and others were capped.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency continues to monitor the groundwater near 
Area C (the circled area above), which Ford Motor Company and the state of Minnesota 
used as a landfill for various waste materials from the 1940s to the 1960s.

New solar array for Ford site 
proposed for top of landfill 

The solar array would be 
a ballasted system that sits 
on top of the concrete cap 

that covers a portion of the 
landfill known as Area C. 

The array would not go into 
the ground, so it would not 
disturb any of the materials 

in the landfill.
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 The Christmas and Chanukah seasons 
are upon us, and as the year brings families 
and loved ones closer to one another, it 
also brings them closer to stress and anxiety.
 The end of the year is hard on people. 
Money problems, cross-country travel 
and personal issues with family can some-
times bring stress and worry to people 
and signs of anxiety like suicide rates 
tend to be higher around the holidays.
 Amid these worrying aspects of a  
traditionally cheery time of year, there’s 
no wonder why people might seek out-
of-the-box solutions, but there are also 
less weighty concerns: What to think up 
for that hard-to-buy-for family member, 
for instance.
 One avenue thousands will be taking 
this year is the newly-minted market for 
CBD products, fresh from a yearlong in-
novation streak after the substance was 
federally legalized with 2018’s Farm Bill.
	 Scientific	conclusions	are	far	from	 
evident, but early studies have shown 
connections between CBD and the 
body’s endocannabinoid system, or ECS, 
to regulate bodily functions. There’s even 
a prescription epilepsy drug based on CBD.
 Meanwhile, ordinary people have found 
many	uses	for	CBD	oils,	flower	and	other	

products. Testimonials show they love 
CBD for their anxiety, insomnia, chronic 
pain	problems,	inflammation	and	other	
common issues.
 What any newcomer to the CBD market, 
especially this time of year, will notice 
is that it can be hard to tell quality CBD 
products from junk. With the surge in the 
market there are so many newcomers and 
gas-station cannabis experts that you’d 
almost think trust is a four-letter word.
 Luckily, Nothing But Hemp has made a 
name in Minnesota and around the country 
for its educational capabilities and high-
quality, lab-tested products.
 Because of how variable hemp prod-
ucts and their manufacture can be, the 
Nothing But Hemp team keeps keep 
monitoring on all the brands and product 
lines it keeps on its shelves, handselecting

the best in the industry and dropping 
products that don’t keep up with 
their standards.
 With brands like Charlotte’s Web CBD, 
Plant Diva CBD bath bombs and Wyld 
CBD vaping products, there’s something 
at Nothing But Hemp for just about  
everyone.
 House brand Siskiyou Sungrown CBD 
is an Oregon-based farm-to-table brand 
that has repeatedly proven to produce 
some of the highest quality organic, non-
additive CBD oils.
 Minny Grown CBD also shows Nothing 
But Hemp’s commitment to local growers 
and	business.	With	fine	CBD	isolates	and	
full-spectrum	oils,	Minny	Grown’s	flavors	
include pumpkin pie, spearmint and 
lemon lime.
 Nothing But Hemp has locations in  
Minneapolis’ Uptown neighborhood on 
Lake Street and Lyndale Avenue and in 
St. Paul on Grand Avenue. You can also 
find	Nothing	But	Hemp	shops	and	 
licensees in Forest Lake, Cloquet and 
Maplewood, Minnesota.
 Stop by a Nothing But Hemp location 
soon for all your holiday wellness and gift-
giving needs!

844 Grand Avenue, Suite 1 |   Saint Paul |   NothingButHemp.com |  651-330-9810

 
                  
                              How CBD can help you through the holidays

No charges are filed following 
inspection of GABA’s finances

An investigation into possible financial 
mismanagement by the Grand Avenue Busi-
ness Association (GABA) has wrapped up 
with no charges being filed. The investiga-
tion, which involved the St. Paul Police De-
partment as well as the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
reportedly ended in late September. GABA 
leaders were only recently notified that the 
case had been closed.

The investigation began in May following 
the cancellation and subsequent resurrection 
of the 46th annual Grand Old Day. The June 2 
event was canceled in April after it was found 
that GABA had only about $30,000 on hand 
to stage the event. Several board members 
had resigned, including the president and 
treasurer, and the executive director had left. 

Grand Old Day has an estimated annual 
operating cost of around $190,000. The fes-
tival was revived in May after a small group 
sprang up and several business owners and 
neighbors scrambled to raise enough spon-
sorship money to make it work.

Past financial mismanagement was alleged, 
but the case reportedly did not meet mini-
mum standards for prosecution. Another fac-
tor in dropping the case is that the statute of 
limitations had expired. Police had indicated 
that the period being scrutinized was between 
2014-2016. 

The GABA board has put a number of 
measures into place to ensure that people 
would not be able to sign checks made out to 
themselves, and checks would no longer be 
able to be written by staff or contractors.

IRS forms filed with the website ProPublica 
show that GABA has operated at a deficit for 
several years. The police reports showed that 
the GABA savings account had a balance of 

$120,542 at the start of 2015, but only $5,665 
at the end of 2016. The police report also in-
dicated that GABA’s staff compensation rose 
from $133,200 in 2014 to $217,080 in 2015. 
By 2017 it had dropped to $156,547. 

GABA staff numbers have risen and fallen 
in recent years. The organization is now run 
by two contract workers and volunteers.

St. Paul agrees to sell part of 
Nathan Hale Park to neighbors

A small piece of Nathan Hale Park can be 
sold to former Minnesota Governor Arne 

Carlson and his wife, Julie, the St. Paul City 
Council decided on November 20. 

The Carlsons, who live at 420 Portland Ave.  
adjacent to the park, will be allowed to pur-
chase up to 745 square feet of the park, which 
is bounded by Summit and Portland avenues. 
It became a city park in 2013 and includes a 
sculpture of Hale, a Revolutionary War hero. 

It was found a few years ago that a small 
triangular plot of what was believed to be the 
Carlson family’s property was actually park 
property. That started a long debate over who 
had maintained the land in the past and who 
should own it going forward. Parks staff ini-

tially raised objections to the proposed sale.
The city’s Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion considered the matter twice, blocking a 
sale of a larger part of the property on a tie 
vote and then voting 3-2 in 2018 to sell a 
smaller plot of park land. The purchase price 
was set at $32,000.

Applicants sought for Allianz 
Field benefits fund committee

Do you have experience in fundraising, 
grant writing, marketing or running a busi-
ness? The Neighbors United Funding Col-
laborative is now accepting applications from 
local residents and business people who are 
interested in serving on the committee that 
will allocate money from the Community 
Benefits Fund to improve the area around Al-
lianz Field, the new Major League Soccer sta-
dium at Snelling and I-94.

A task force has gathered public comments 
over the past year on what the Community 
Benefits Fund should support. Those sugges-
tions have included streetscape beautification, 
public art, pedestrian improvements, public 
sanitation and support for existing small busi-
nesses in the area. 

The Hamline Midway Coalition and Union 
Park District Council have been working with 
city officials, the Minnesota United soccer 
team and local businesses and property own-
ers to set up the Community Benefits Fund. 
The fund is managed by the St. Paul Founda-
tion, and so far $12,000 has been raised.

For more information on the fund or to 
apply to serve on its steering committee, visit 
givemn.org/story/Nufc or email brandon@
unionparkdc.or info@hamlinemidway.org.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and Dale Mischke.

News Briefs

Kicking up their heels. The Minnesota Dance Collaborative’s Libby 
Ulm and Nikki Anderson helped celebrate the return of the holiday tree lighting 
ceremony to a refurbished Rice Park on November 23. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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*Moving expenses up to $1,500.
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Bentson Assisted Living 
& Phillips Memory Care 
have rare openings!

Contact Katie Fregin: 
651.328.2023 or 
kfregin@sholom.com

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

•  Choose from over 1000 frames
•  Highest quality of lens materials
•  Contact lens specialists
•  Most insurance plans accepted
•  Eye exams 6 days a week by 

Dr. Troy Randgaard & Dr. Aaron 
Peterson & Dr. Taylor Wolke

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM AT
PEARLEVISIONHIGHLAND.COM

LOCALLY OWNED, COMMUNITY 
INVOLVED, CLEARLY DIFFERENT

Highland Shopping Center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

 
Flex Spending by 12/31/19

GRAND SPECTACLE

At Grand Spectacle, Dr. Wellnitz does it all! You will receive a  
comprehensive evaluation of your eyes including in depth  
screenings for conditions like CATARACTS, and GLAUCOMA, 
along with a PERFECT PRESCRIPTION for your eyeglasses or 
contact lenses. We guarantee you will experience the best vision 
examination you have ever had. Why trust your eyes to just a  
technician with minimal training when you can have the best?

Who ExAmiNED YouR EYES?

SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE
CALL NOW TODr. Mark Wellnitz

7 6 4  G r a n d  Av e n u e   •  S a i n t  P a u l

                       GrandSpectacle.com651-227-8198

By Jane McClure

High groundwater levels and construc-
tion cost increases have delayed the 
groundbreaking for the Pitch, a six-

story apartment and commercial building 
planned by Wellington Management at 427 
N. Snelling Ave.

Construction of the mixed-use develop-
ment, which takes it name from the term 
for a soccer field, is now scheduled to begin 
in 2020 on the current site of Bremer Bank 
across Snelling from Allianz Field. The bank 
recently moved into nearby Spruce Tree Cen-
ter, but will eventually occupy part of the first 
floor of the Pitch. 

The Pitch will have a total of 13,000 square 
feet of commercial space on the first floor and 
158 micro, studio, one- and two-bedroom 
market-rate apartments above.

Wellington discovered last spring that the 
water table had risen between 7 and 8 feet, ac-
cording to project manager Casey Dziewec-
zynski. That meant eliminating one of two 
underground parking levels and reducing the 
off-street parking spaces from 142 to 55. To 
make up for some of the lost spaces, Welling-
ton is considering adding an automated car 
lift that would result in about 30 more stalls.

The Union Park District Council’s Land 
Use Committee heard an update on the Pitch 
on November 18. It learned that the city of 
St. Paul does not require the Pitch to have a 
minimum number of parking spaces because 
the site is zoned Traditional Neighborhoods 3 
and is located within a quarter mile of a Green 
Line light-rail station.

“I’m excited to hear that there will be less 

parking,” said Henry Parker, a member of the 
UPDC board and committee. “It will show 
other developers that there’s not as much of a 
need for parking.”

Last April the Planning Commission ap-
proved a conditional use permit, a noncon-
forming use permit and a floor area ratio vari-
ance for the Pitch. The conditional use permit 
was needed for height—75 feet is planned 
and 55 feet is allowed without a permit. The 
nonconforming use permit allows the Pitch 
to have two drive-through lanes—one for 
the bank and one for a possible pharmacy. 
The floor area variance was to accommodate 
greater density.

Wellington now has a new architect and a 
new contractor for the development. Urban-
Works Architecture is currently at work on a 
new design for the building, though Dziewec-
zynski said the new design will be similar to 
what was originally announced.

Hopkins-based Frana Companies is now 
serving as the contractor. Frana is currently at 
work on Scannell Properties’ six-story devel-
opment just north of the Pitch on the former 
site of the Furniture Barn and World of Wire-
less buildings. 

Wellington had originally hoped to pur-
chase Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT) property just south of Bremer 
Bank to include in the Pitch, but could not 
reach an agreement with the state on a sale 
price. MnDOT officials have indicated that 
the property could now become part of the 
Rethinking I-94 project, an effort to redesign 
the freeway for easier, safer travel and more 
amenities along its 15-mile route through St. 
Paul and Minneapolis.

By Jane McClure

A decision on a proposed coffee shop 
with drive-through service at the Sib-
ley Plaza shopping center has been 

postponed until December 12. The St. Paul 
Planning Commission Zoning Committee 
laid the issue over on November 21 after a 3-3 
vote on granting a conditional use permit for 
the project.

Shopping center owner Paster Proper-
ties wants to tear down a gas station at the 
northeast corner of Davern and West Seventh 
streets and replace it with a 2,200-square-foot 
coffee shop. The city staff report does not 
name the shop, but a Starbucks was discussed 
as the prospective occupant during a High-
land District Council (HDC) meeting earlier 
this fall. 

The gas station’s curb cuts on West Seventh 
and Davern streets would be removed and 
vehicles would access the coffee shop through 
the shopping center’s parking lot. Plans also 
call for landscaping, an ornamental fence, in-
side seating and a patio.

Mike Sturdivant of Paster Properties said 
Sibley Plaza’s owners have worked with con-

sultants at Kimley Horn on the coffee shop 
to mitigate any potential negative impacts. 
The shop would have 15 dedicated parking 
spaces and room for 14 vehicles to line up for 
the drive-through. Additional vehicle stack-
ing space would be available in the shopping 
center’s lot.

The Zoning Committee delay will give city 
staff time to look at how to avoid a repeat 
of the situation with the Starbucks at Mar-
shall and Snelling avenues. That coffee shop 
is notorious for having long lines of vehicles 
sometimes blocking the Marshall bike lane. 
Several accidents have occurred there despite 
attempts to reconfigure the shop’s driveway.

All drive-throughs in St. Paul require con-
ditional use permits to set conditions on their 
operations. City planning staff found that the 
proposed Sibley Plaza drive-through met the 
city’s standards and recommended approval.

The HDC had recommended approval of 
the permit and no one spoke against the pro-
posal at the public hearing. Two people spoke 
in support.

However, the Zoning Committee was di-
vided and even supporters said more operat-
ing conditions were needed.

Committee still poring over plans for 
coffee shop drive-thru in Sibley Plaza

High water requires a reduction 
in parking planned for the Pitch

Wellington Management is slightly altering its design for the Pitch, a six-story mixed-use 
apartment building planned for Snelling Avenue two blocks south of University Avenue.
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Viewpoint

By Matt McGuire and Lynn Varco

Recent comments by elected and 
appointed officials about how 
the transportation plan for the 

redeveloped Ford site encourages walking, 
biking and transit are informative in what 
they reveal: the extent to which that plan is 
based largely on a preferred policy outcome 
that is disconnected from facts and objective 
analysis. 

In September of 2017, the city of St. Paul 
approved the Ford Site Master Zoning plan, 
which set forth a range of 2,400 to 4,000 new 
housing units for the now-vacant 122-acre 
site in Highland Park. Ryan Companies, the 
master developer for the project, eventually 
settled on 3,800 housing units. At Ryan 
Companies’ projected population of 8,550 
new residents, that would result in a density 
of 70 people per acre—considerably higher 
than the density of New York City (42 per 
acre), the densest city in the U.S. with a 
population of more than 100,000. 

The recently completed Alternative Urban 
Areawide Review for the Ford site indicates 
that the development will generate 22,000 
additional motor vehicle trips per day, and 
even more if you count the nearly 8,000 
motor vehicle trips that the city discounted 
through “various reductions” to be trimmed 
off the total amount.

The same study also estimates that for 
mid-rise multifamily housing units, there will 
be only one daily commuter trip for every 
four dwellings, implying that most of those 
residents will either stay in their apartments 
or walk, bike or take mass transit to get 

where they want to go. Even more puzzling, 
the conclusion of the study appears to be that 
the existing infrastructure in the surrounding 
neighborhood will be able to accommodate 
the increased demands generated by the Ford 
site’s development. 

What steps are we taking to make sure that 
we have the transportation infrastructure 

commensurate with the scale of this new 
development? In a November 16 Star Tribune 
article by James Walsh, St. Paul City Council 
member Chris Tolbert of Ward 3 belabored 
the obvious by stating, “the more people who 
choose transit…the less we’ll have to worry 
about traffic and parking.” In that same 
article, Kevin Gallatin, a member of the St. 

Paul Planning Commission’s and Highland 
District Council’s transportation committees, 
stated that there is a “strong desire in the 
community” to ensure that residents of 
the Ford site development use modes of 
transportation other than cars and that there 
is “talk” of adjusting the current transit routes 
but “not much talk” of adding new transit 
routes. 

Tolbert’s and Gallatin’s assumptions ignore 
the elephant in the room. We are about to 
break ground on an urban development 
project that is 10 times the scale of the 
surrounding neighborhood, and the city does 
not have a coherent transportation plan for it.

To be clear, promoting multi-model 
transportation options and pedestrian, 
bicycle and transit infrastructure is good 
policy. However, forcing reduced demand 
for vehicle trips through indifference to 
traffic congestion is misguided policy that 
undermines the environmental sustainability 
objectives that the planners are intending to 
serve.

We can do better. 
The Ford site development presents a 

remarkable opportunity for our community. 
However, current and future residents 
deserve a thorough transportation plan, 
supported by rigorous analysis, that ensures 
safe and efficient travel into, out of, and 
adjacent to the new development. Such 
a plan must be based on objective and 
reasonable traffic estimates, and take into 
account that the Ford site is landlocked and 
cut off from arterial highways.

It is possible to balance the city of St. Paul’s 
environmental and housing goals with a 
transportation plan that prioritizes safety, 
efficiency and livability. 

Matt McGuire and Lynn Varco are residents 
of Highland Park and members on the 
Highland District Council’s board of directors.

By Tom Goldstein

Six months ago, in the wake of a district 
court decision ordering the city of St. 
Paul to place a citizen referendum about 

organized trash on the November ballot, 
Mayor Melvin Carter published an op-ed 
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press in which he 
lamented the “breakdown in civil discourse” 
among residents. To his credit, Mayor Carter 
noted that “preferring organized hauling 
doesn’t make you a socialist, and having 
concerns about it doesn’t mean you hate the 
environment.” He then encouraged everyone 
to “engage in an honest conversation about 
what we intend to improve, and build 
something even better, together.”

Unfortunately, the mayor did nothing 
to promote that conversation. Rather than 
accept the district court decision and leave it 
up to voters to decide the future of organized 
trash, he directed the city attorney to appeal 
the lower court ruling to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court, a step that cost taxpayers 
$116,595 just in outside legal fees. When the 
Court affirmed that the trash referendum 

should proceed, the mayor declared that 
a repeal by voters of the organized trash 
ordinance would shift the $27 million cost of 
the garbage hauling contract to the property 
tax. That announcement had the desired 
effect of scaring people into voting “yes” 
because they didn’t want their taxes to go up. 

However, the mayor was not willing to 
rely on tax threats alone. He took things a 
step further, turning what should have been 
a nonpartisan ballot measure into a partisan 
contest. Not only did he allow himself to be 
featured in an online “vote yes” spot created 
by the AFSCME union, he remained silent 
while nearly $100,000 was spent by “vote yes” 
allies in the month before the election. 

Once victory was assured, the mayor made 
no attempt at reconciliation or healing. For 
him, only winning seemed to matter: “St. 
Paul voters have delivered a strong statement 
about the direction our city is headed,” he 
said. “Message received.”

While it is convenient for those in power 
in a one-party town to view everything 
through the lens of politics, effective 
governing doesn’t happen with a “to the 
victor go the spoils” mentality. Leadership 
requires the ability to heal divides, not simply 
gloat over election results. So, in the spirit 
of the upcoming holiday season, perhaps 
the mayor can find in himself the humility 
to offer a conciliatory statement around 

this contentious issue, something like the 
following:

“The outcome in the referendum on 
organized trash is one I agree with, but I now 
recognize that it came at too high a cost. 
The pitting of neighbor against neighbor is 
not healthy for our democracy, and turning 
this issue into a partisan battle unnecessarily 
exacerbated those tensions. I regret that 
I let politics get the better of me, and that 
allowing special interests—whether loyal to 
me or not—to have an outsized influence 
in the outcome of this issue was wrong. The 
referendum should have been decided by 
the voters alone, not influenced by large 
independent expenditures in the weeks 
leading up to the election, and I apologize 
for remaining silent while that activity was 
taking place.

“I also want to apologize for forcing 
residents, who dutifully followed the city 
charter when gathering signatures to place 
a measure on the ballot, to somehow find 
the resources needed to challenge the city 
in court because we unlawfully denied 
placing this matter before voters a year 
ago. At the time, I thought a referendum 
would jeopardize the rollout of a new trash 
program that was fraught with problems 
from the start, but I now recognize that 
if my administration is going to have 
integrity, we must abide by the rules. Had 

the referendum taken place in 2018 as the 
petitioners intended, much of the acrimony 
that developed in the last 12 months could 
have been avoided.

“Finally, I am disappointed that the first 
action the City Council took postelection to 
fix the problems with organized trash was to 
vote for a mere 85 cents per month reduction 
in trash fees, which does nothing to address 
the great inequities in the rate structure. 
What we should have done was consider 
a comprehensive change that, consistent 
with state statute, shifted garbage costs to 
those who generate the most waste and 
dramatically reduced the rates for residents 
using the smallest bin.

“One of my first steps in the new year will 
be to propose this kind of comprehensive 
change. I will appeal to the haulers’ 
consortium to embrace a new pricing 
structure that is fairer to residents and 
haulers alike. Hopefully, this will represent 
a major step in reducing the rancor that we 
cannot afford to have in St. Paul if the city 
is going to build something better together 
as we move forward to address the many 
challenges we face.”

Tom Goldstein, a lawyer living in Hamline-
Midway, was involved is the Vote No on Trash 
coalition and was a candidate for mayor in 
2017.

A divided city is left wanting words of healing from mayor
In the spirit of season, a 
little humility is sought 
from victorious Carter

Study underestimates 
the strain on existing
roadway infrastructure

Density of Ford project demands more realistic plan for traffic

Ryan Companies’ plan for the 122-acre Ford site indicates the intensity of the office, 
residential and mixed commercial and residential uses on the various blocks.

Ford Pkwy.

Bohland Ave.

M
ississippi River Blvd.

M
ount Curve Blvd.

Montreal Ave.

Cretin A
ve.
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Don’t give away Riversedge
Developer AECOM sees opportunity in St. Paul with the 

enthusiastic support of Ramsey County politicians (“County updates 
agreement for Riversedge project,” Villager, November 6). The bean 
counters at AECOM think there is money to be made on the banks 
of the Mississippi River in downtown, and I am OK with that. Having 
AECOM spend $800 million in downtown St. Paul couldn’t hurt. 

The AECOM bean counters also know that there is a public 
subsidy to sweeten the deal and lower AECOM’s risk. They have 
suggested $80 million for starters. 

Now is the time for our politicians to ask two things of this 
proposed developer: 1) They should play hardball with AECOM and 
skinny that subsidy down until it hurts a little bit. Let AECOM earn 
the right to do business in our town. And 2) please don’t let AECOM 
put a tall building right in front of our beautiful and historic City Hall. 
The citizens of St. Paul own this valley and mean to protect it.

Peter Kramer
West Side

Vikings’ Kearse gets a pass
Even though I’ve always been a professional football fan, I don’t 

understand how a player can get away with the following a few 
weeks earlier and still play in a game on a Sunday. I’m speaking of 
Minnesota Vikings safety Jayron Kearse, who was charged with 
five misdemeanors in Minneapolis: carrying and possessing a 
pistol without a permit (a gross misdemeanor), carrying a pistol 
while under the influence of alcohol, operating a vehicle under 
the influence of alcohol, operating a motor vehicle with an alcohol 
concentration of 0.08 or above, and careless driving.

Kearse was arrested on October 27 after failing field sobriety tests. 
A loaded handgun was found on the floor of his vehicle, and Kearse 
admitted that it was his gun and that he did not have a permit for it in 
Minnesota. Three weeks later he was playing for the Vikings against 
the Denver Broncos.

Would any other employer welcome back a person like this?
 

Paul Peter Paulos
Macalester-Groveland

Taxed out of our homes
Thanks, Mayor Carter and the St. Paul City Council, for pricing 

property tax-paying St. Paul homeowners out of their homes. In 
fourth grade I learned basic math: 10 times 10 equals 100, and 10 
times 10 percent equals 100 percent. In other words, in 10 years our 
property tax bills will double. Thanks for the Christmas present.

T. Knowles
Merriam Park

Sounding off on noisy yard work
The complaint about the noise of a leaf blower in Macalester-

Groveland got on my last nerve (Villager Inbox, November 20). To 
residents complaining about noisy yard work: How privileged you are 

to make such a complaint in a public forum such as the Villager. 
First off, the city of St. Paul’s noise ordinance allows for operation 

of “domestic power tools such as saws, drills, lawn mowers and 
snowblowers” between the hours of 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. Second, the 
fact that anyone complains about neighbors keeping up on their 
property is beyond me. We are never happy. People complain about 
the noisy cleanup, yet they also complain about the neighbor’s leaves 
blowing into their yard or how the snow wasn’t cleared from their 
walk fast enough. 

These petty published complaints solidify and reinforce the entitled 
reputation of Highland Park and Macalester-Groveland residents. 
St. Paul has experienced one of the deadliest years of gun violence 
in history. Some of our neighbors are dealing with the sound of 
gunshots outside their front doors, but damned if a leaf blower 
disrupts your morning coffee.

Carla Krier
Highland Park

A false sense of security on guns
I attended one of the listening sessions St. Paul Mayor Melvin 

Carter held in November on gun violence. He stood up and gave a 
speech saying he’d look at recommendations from the citizens that 
night to craft a plan. We find out later that he didn’t want to add more 
police or the ShotSpotter gunfire location system that St. Paul Police 
Chief Todd Axtell wants.

State Representative Dave Pinto (DFL-District 64B) wants to 
enact more gun laws. He must think that gang leaders will demand 
that their members submit to universal background checks on their 
firearm purchases. Talk about selling a false sense of security.

Good luck, St. Paul.

Gary Fischbach
Mendota Heights

A good review for the local press
I wish we still had the Southwest Review newspaper. I hope they 

will be back soon. Good thing other newspapers are still around in 
the area. 

Kay Pipho
West St. Paul

Inbox

DON’T DELAY!
Replace your old furnace 
with the most efficient 
equipment available.

       

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

Schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate 651-646-7381

www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2018

Furnace Not Working?
$30 OFF    

21 Point Furnace
                                Tune-Up Special
  Make sure your Furnace is operating at peak performance

 

Offer good through 12/15/2019 at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of sale.  Not valid with any other offers. 

       Furnace and          Air Conditioner 
Model
SLP 98

Model
XC 25
Same day furnace

replacement provided

Do write, won’t you?
The Villager welcomes letters to the editors and longer guest 

editorials. To be considered for publication, however, all com-
mentary must be signed, indicate the neighborhood in which 
the writer lives and include a telephone number for verification 
purposes. You may send your commentary to the Villager at 757 
S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116 or email it to letters@myvil-
lager.com. The Villager edits for grammar, spelling and length. 
To spare yourself the unkind cut of the editor’s pen, please keep 
your commentary to the point. 
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Milton Square

Milton Square is a quaint, European-style landmark

Santa Claus is coming to town – the 
St. Anthony Park neighborhood, to be 
precise. He will be at Milton Square on 

the corner of Como and Carter avenues, 
west of the State Fairgrounds, at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, December 7.
	 “We’re happy to welcome Santa and his 
wife, Christmas Carol, again to the Yuletide 
Faire at the Square,” said Heather O’Malley. 
“They’re looking forward to joining children 
and families for pictures, chats and carol-
ing. At 5 p.m., Santa will light the tree in the 
Milton Square courtyard.”
	 The Yuletide Faire at the Square is 
part of the annual St. Anthony Park Shop 
Home event, when several area businesses 
feature seasonal activities.
	 Milton Square is a quaint, century-
old, European-style landmark. It’s named 
for Mary Ann Milton, who purchased the 
mixed-use building in 1957. At the time, 
Milton made news as one of very few 
female St. Paul Realtors. Today, she is 98 
years old, and she occasionally visits the 
site to keep an eye on things. O’Malley, 
Milton’s daughter, manages the family 
business that attracts people of all ages 
from across the Twin Cities who favor a 
small-town sensibility. 
	 Strolling through the complex, shoppers 
will find a variety of creative merchants and 
professional services: a bookstore, a cloth-
ing store, hair and skin salons for women 
and men, professional services, a restaurant, 
tea shop, wine shop and more. 
	 O’Malley also owns Thistle. Her shop is 
a treasure trove of vintage and repurposed 
home furnishings as well as unique gift 
items. It’s nestled in the corner of the court-
yard, which is entered from Carter Avenue.

	 “Many creative people have their work in 
Thistle and throughout the Square. I think 
it’s important for people to fill their homes 
with things that bring back a memory. It 
might be quirky, but it sparks a memory,” 
said O’Malley.
	 “Join us for a weekend of shopping 
and music, food, drinks, wine tasting, craft 
workshops and fun!” 
	 The Yuletide Faire at the Square will 
usher in the Christmas shopping season in 
St. Anthony Park from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
December 7 , and from noon to 4 p.m. on 
December 8. 
Milton Square
2232 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108
763-464-8470
thistlemiltonsquare.com

Heather O’Malley is ready for the Yuletide 
Faire at the Square.

SPONSORED CONTENT

thistlemiltonsquare.com

2232 Carter Ave St Paul, 55108  St Anthony Park-Corner of Como & Carter

Gem Salon & Spa

A modern oasis in the heart of St. Paul 

True to its namesake, Gem Salon & 
Spa is nestled in the back of an unas-
suming building at 526 Selby Avenue. 

Wander down the hallway to this modern 
oasis and you will find an eclectic and tal-
ented team of stylists ready to make you 
feel like the gem you are. 
	 “Clients resonate with our space,” notes 
owner Molly Black. “We’ve worked hard to 
create an environment that’s open, elegant, 
and relaxing, but we’ve also focused on 
building a culture that respects the unique 
needs of each client.”
	 Molly and her husband, Neal, have 
owned the salon in St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral Hill neighborhood since 2015. They 
revitalized the loft-like, industrial space, 
bringing in plush furniture, tropical green 
plants and a few funky features that evoke 
the traditional yet progressive charm of 
the neighborhood.
	 While offering services like hair, nails, 
massage and facials, as well as a wide range 
of health and beauty products, from the begin-
ning they set out to create an experience for 
clients that is attuned to self-discovery. “You 
will be treated like the gem that you are,” 
Molly said. “We want it to be about you, not 
some image promoted by the beauty industry. 
We are here to help you relax, decompress, 
and feel like your most authentic self.”
	 The salon strives to build community by 
frequently hosting classes for stylists and 
wellness events open to all. Another goal 
is to be a leader in promoting responsible 
business practices. Gem recently joined 
the nationwide Green Circle movement, 

a sustainable salon solution that recovers 
and repurposes beauty waste – hair clip-
pings, used foils, excess color chemicals, 
papers and plastics, glass and spa refuse 
– and keeps it out of waterways and  
landfills. “We are all more beautiful for  
pursuing sustainable actions and taking 
care of our planet,” she said.
	 To learn more about Gem Salon & Spa 
and to make an appointment, visit online 
at gemsalonspa.com or call 651-222-3839. 

Gem Salon & Spa
526 Selby Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102
651-222-3839
gemsalonspa.com

Gem Salon & Spa owner Molly Black.

SPONSORED CONTENT
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Saint Paul College named one of America’s Top 150
community colleges by the Aspen Institute!

Not only will a Saint Paul College education cost
you less, but it will also give you more.

Tuition is among the lowest anywhere,
and many financial assistance options are

available to make college affordable for you!

With over 100 degree, diploma, and certificate
programs, Saint Paul College offers a path

to achieving your career goals.

Register now for spring semester!
saintpaul.edu/Apply

Saint Paul College,
A member of Minnesota State

Document available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by contacting 651.846.1547 or 
AccessResources@saintpaul.edu. Saint Paul College is an Equal Opportunity employer and educator.

spring semester starts

JANUARY 13
Get more for your tuition dollar!

By Jane McClure

More than 70 people joined staff 
members of the Ramsey County 
Department of Public Works at the 

Rondo Library on November 20 for a preview 
of plans for the long-awaited replacement of 
the Dale Street bridge over I-94.

Work on the bridge is expected to run from 
next February through November. The bridge 
will be rebuilt one half at a time, so traffic will 
be reduced to one lane in both directions ap-
proaching and crossing over it. The ramps to 
and from I-94 at Dale will be closed.

Those at the meeting had questions about 
detours, cut-through traffic, access for buses, 
snowplowing, and access to homes, places of 
worship and businesses during the bridge’s 
construction. County officials plan to post a 
question-and-answer section on the project’s 
website at ramseycounty.us/dalebridge. 

County Commissioner Toni Carter urged 
residents to stay involved as the bridge work 
goes forward. “We still have a lot of work to 
do,” she said.

Bridge planning and public engagement in 
its design have taken place over the last few 
years, said Ramsey County project engineer 
Erin Laberee. The intent is to replace the cur-
rent bridge with a structure that is more pe-
destrian- and bicycle-friendly. One goal is to 
install public art on the new bridge to com-
memorate the Rondo neighborhood that was 
torn in two by the construction of I-94.

“The original bridge was built in 1961 and 
expanded in 1983,” Laberee said. “It’s time for 
it to be replaced.”

Along with the county, the project has in-
volved the state, city, Summit-University 
Planning Council, Ward 1 council member 
Dai Thao’s office, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Rondo Avenue Inc. and Springboard for the 

Arts. Laberee said the amount of public input 
and advocacy has resulted in a better bridge 
design.“Three years of community engage-
ment made a huge difference with this proj-
ect,” she said.

The new bridge will provide 16 feet of pe-
destrian, bike and plaza space on either side, 
two 11-foot traffic lanes in each direction and 
12-foot turn lanes. As part of the project, Dale 
between University and Iglehart avenues will 
be rebuilt with new sidewalks, street lighting 
and corner bumpouts. 

New traffic signals will be installed at the St. 
Anthony and Concordia avenue intersections 
on either end of the bridge. A former service 
station at the northeast corner of Dale and 
St. Anthony will become open space, with a 
direct sidewalk and a winding walkway to al-
low for easier access to the bridge on a steep 
slope. Medians on the street will provide a  
pedestrian refuge.

The $14.7 million project is being paid for 
by a mix of federal, state and local funding. 
Adjacent property owners on Dale will only 
be assessed for above-standard street lighting.

The impact of construction will bring sev-
eral months of change to local neighborhoods, 
said Matt Christensen of the engineering firm 
TKDA. Utilities and partial bridge demolition 
is expected in February, followed by more dis-
ruption between April and July. The eastern 
half of the bridge will be rebuilt first, then the 
western half from July-November. The timing 
is being planned to minimize the impact on 
schools within the nearby Rondo Education 
Center. 

Police will be asked to monitor the area for 
cut-through traffic and the contractor will 
have an onsite trailer that people can visit if 
they have questions. County officials urged 
neighbors to sign up for updates and street 
closings. 

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul Planning Commission is 
considering several changes to the city’s 
off-street parking requirements in or-

der to make the current code less confusing 
and spur the construction of new buildings 
and the reuse of existing ones.

The commission’s Transportation Commit-
tee began its review of the changes last month, 
and its Comprehensive and Neighborhood 
Planning Committee has also joined in on the 
discussion. City planner Tony Johnson said 
the plan is to make the zoning code amend-
ments over the next few months. 

Much of the focus is on minimum off-
street parking requirements. St. Paul cur-
rently requires new and reused buildings to 
provide a specific minimum number of off-
street parking spaces based on a formula. If 
the parking is not provided, a developer or 
property owner must get a variance to the  
zoning code.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council voted on November 14 to ask the 
city to eliminate those requirements citywide. 
Board members of the district council and its 
Transportation Committee noted that requir-
ing off-street parking minimums increases 
construction costs for developers. They be-
lieve off-street parking should be based on 
market demand and economics, not a city 
formula. 

Transportation Committee chair Brian 
Martinson said the city of Minneapolis has 
already eliminated off-street parking mini-
mums and “it makes sense for St. Paul to do 
the same.”

Some members of the Planning Commis-

sion’s Transportation Committee also want 
to consider eliminating off-street parking 
minimums. Johnson said the idea still has to 
be fleshed out, since it could meet pushback 
in neighborhoods where parking problems 
already exist.

City officials are currently looking at reduc-
ing the amount of off-street parking required 
in specific areas and for specific land uses, 
Johnson said. The city has already reduced 
off-street parking requirements for properties 
in traditional neighborhood zones within a 
quarter mile of transit lines, such as the light-
rail Green Line and the A Line rapid-transit 
bus. One idea is to expand that reduction to 
all areas within a quarter mile of major transit 
lines regardless of a property’s zoning. 

Allowing greater housing density and tak-
ing less space for off-street parking makes 
sense, Johnson said.

Another idea is to reduce or eliminate off-
street parking requirements for new buildings 
that offer affordable housing, and to reduce 
or offer a parking exemption for properties 
built before 1955. Requests for an exemption 
would have to be granted by the city’s Depart-
ment of Safety and Inspections.

Johnson said city officials are also look-
ing at ways to relax parking requirements for 
commercial properties. One idea is to not 
require off-street parking for the first 3,000 
square feet of gross floor area in office, retail 
and food service buildings. 

Bicycle parking is also being studied. Cur-
rently, developers can provide fewer motor 
vehicle parking spaces if they provide more 
bicycle parking. Johnson said the intent is to 
separate the two to ensure that adequate bike 
parking is included in new developments.

County lays out its plans for  
new Dale St. bridge over I-94

Committee looks into loosening  
St. Paul’s off-street parking rules 
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www.jflorist.com
1738 Grand Ave.     651-698-6000

        Holiday
        Open House

              Saturday, Dec. 7th
                  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

parents
remember to

bring your 
cameras

Visit with

Santa
Sat., Dec. 7th
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.jflorist.com • 651-698-6000

1738 GRAND AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 55105

• Hot Chocolate
• Candy Canes for Kids
• Spin the Flower Wheel

to Win Prizes

Annual Holiday

504 E. Lynnhurst Ave • St. Paul, MN 55104
www.kindervillage.org

Aren’t Grandfriends the best?

Grand Avenue businesses will once 
again herald the height of the holiday 
shopping season when they host the 

47th annual Grand Meander on Saturday, 
December 7. Families can stroll the avenue 
while listening to the sounds of carolers or 
hop aboard a trolley to soak in the sights of 
the season. The Meander will also feature a 
complimentary soup-tasting contest, three art 
fairs and a wide assortment of businesses of-
fering complimentary holiday treats. 

Here are some of the highlights of this year’s  
Meander, which is sponsored by the Grand 
Avenue Business Association:

• Breakfast with Santa. The jolly old elf 
will be strolling among the tables during the 
Grand Meander’s annual pancake breakfast 
from 8:30-10:30 a.m. at Tavern on Grand, 656 
Grand. 

• Lunch with Santa. Kids can share their 
holiday wish lists and have their photos taken 
with Santa from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at The 
Lexington, 1096 Grand. Lunch reservations 

are recommended by visiting thelexmn.com 
or calling 651-289-4990.

• Art at Ramsey. The 25th annual juried 
holiday art show and sale will be presented 
by 80 artists and craftspeople from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. at Ramsey Middle School, 1700 Summit 
Ave. The show is sponsored by the St. Paul 
Public Schools’ Community Education pro-
gram in cooperation with the Artists’ Circle. 
Admission is free. Visit artistscircle.org.

• Youth Art Fair. The 26th annual Youth 
Art Fair will be held from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., also 
at Ramsey. The work of local artists ages 8-18 
will be on display and on sale.

• Summit Avenue Artisan Festival. More 
than 40 local artists and artisans will sell their 
creative wares during the festival, which will 
run from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ, 900 Summit Ave. Those 
who attend can also bid on silent auction 
items, warm up with homemade turkey pot 
pies, and enjoy children’s activities hosted by 
St. Paul’s Childhood Center.

• Gather Here. Sing, dance and create art 
around a bonfire during a popup event from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. in the lot at 1659 Grand.

• Soup tasting. The soup-tasting contest 
will continue this year as participants once 
again serve up free samples of their signature 
soups while they last. The contestants include 
Dixie’s, Bap & Chicken, Crisp & Green, The 
Lexington, Colossal Cafe, Saji-ya, Billy’s, 
French Meadow Bakery, Iron Ranger and St. 
Paul United Church of Christ. Celebrity judg-
es will vote for their favorite soups.

• Free trolley rides. Hop aboard a free 
trolley that will pick up passengers and drop 
them off from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at all bus stops 
on Grand between Dale Street and Fairview 
Avenue. Minnesota Wild mascot Nordy will 
be riding the trolley from 11-11:45 a.m. and 
12:15-1 p.m.

• Fire truck rides. Free rides for kids will 
be provided by the St. Paul Winter Carnival 
Vulcans beginning at 10 a.m. in the parking 
lot at Dixie’s, 695 Grand.

• Petting zoo. Visit Santa’s furry friends 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the petting zoo at Frat-
tallone’s Ace Hardware, 650 Grand Ave.

• Holiday story. Red Balloon Bookshop, 
891 Grand, will have a holiday story time for 
children ages 1-5 beginning at 10:30 a.m. Af-
terward, youngsters can decorate their own 
paper ornaments or holiday cards.

• Sounds of the season. Enjoy songs by 
the Elizabethan Syngers from 10 a.m.-noon 
and the Minnesota Boychoir from 1-3 p.m. at 
various locations along Grand.

• Santa sightings. The jolly old elf will 
make appearances at a variety of businesses, 
including Dixie’s, Abbott Paint, Kinderberry 
Hill, Victoria Crossing West and Irish on 
Grand. 

• Season of giving. The Salvation Army 
bell ringers will line the avenue to accept cash 
donations. Several locations also will be ac-
cepting donations of unwrapped new gifts for 
Toys for Tots.

For more information, visit grandave.com.

Last year’s Meander, from left, included the shop window 
at Poppy Togs and Clogs decked out in holiday fashion;  
Eleanor Deely, 2, getting acquainted with the occupants 
of the petting zoo at Frattallone’s Ace Hardware; and 
Maddy Kastel, 11, and Steve Anderson warming up out-
side Axia Home Loans. Photos by Brad Stauffer

Here it’s so delightful
Grand gets into the holiday spirit with 47th annual Meander on Dec. 7
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Follow us on Social Media 

BankLocal. BankBetter. BankCherokee.

#WeHaveAlwaysBeenLocal   
#LocalSince1908 

Contact Your Neighborhood Bank Today 
651.227.7071 or at BankCherokee.com

Member FDIC

Your Neighbor, 
Supporting Local Businesses.

In Saint Paul 
Since 1908!

Stop in on December 7th, 9am-12pm to 
celebrate the GranD meanDer, cookieS & 
coffee ServeD aS well aS recipe carDS 

for all & GiftS to firSt 25 meanDerS!

2019 Grand Meander
• • •  Saturday, December 7  • • •

10 am - 11 am
Vulcan Krewe Fire Truck Rides 

11 am - 2 pm
Take your own 

photo with Santa

Noon - 3 pm 
Come sample our delicious 

featured soup: Butternut Squash

BUY $100 IN HOLIDAY GIFT
CERTIFICATES, RECEIVE $20 FREE

Free fire truck rides will be provided 
by the Vulcan Krewe. The rides will 
start and finish at Dixie’s on Grand, 
695 Grand Ave. This is a great way to 
experience Grand Avenue and meet 
members of the Vulcan Krewe!

Bring your camera to take photos of santa from 11-2pm, and 
sample Butternut Squash soup at Dixies. Sample traditional  
Miso Soup with tofu, seaweed and green onion at Saji-Ya.

695 Grand Ave. 651-222-7345
dixiesongrand.com

            

            
695 Grand Ave. 651-225-8248

emmett’spublichouse.com

695 Grand Ave. 651-292-0444
sajiya.com

Est. 1985
S O U T H E R N  S T Y L E

The Original

we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom RemodelingBy Jane McClure

After spending most of the year 
gathering information from 
business owners, customers, 

landlords and local residents, the Fu-
ture is Grand Task Force has come up 
with six preliminary recommendations 
for maintaining a strong and successful 
Grand Avenue. 

The recommendations range from 
adding art, signage and green space to 
the avenue to improve the pedestrian 
experience to developing innovative 
solutions for filling the avenue’s empty 
storefronts. Those ideas will eventually 
be forwarded to the St. Paul City Coun-
cil to consider.

The task force consists of business 
owners and residents from the Grand 
Avenue Business Association (GABA), 
Summit Hill Association and Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council. 
Co-chairs Brian Wagner and Sherry 
Johnson presented the group’s initial 
findings in November to those boards 
and said the group’s work will continue 
into 2020. 

Task force members are using com-
ments gathered from interviews and 
surveys to flesh out the six key areas for 
possible action. The task force’s findings 
will be shared with City Council mem-

bers Rebecca Noecker, Chris Tolbert 
and Mitra Jalali Nelson before going to 
the entire council for review. 

One question raised during the re-
view process is why some longtime busi-
nesses have left Grand over the past sev-
eral months. Johnson and Wagner said 
those departures can be linked to several 
factors. In some cases, owners wanted to 
retire. In others, they cited high rents 
and property taxes, parking issues and 
the pending $15 per hour minimum 
wage. 

“Property taxes was the thing we 
heard over and over again,” Johnson 
said.

Property owners are especially con-
cerned that they do not see property 
taxes reinvested on Grand Avenue. A 
shortage of workers in some commer-
cial sectors, continued competition 
from online retail and the need for more 
promotion of Grand also were raised. 

Along with the six recommenda-
tions, the task force has prepared more 
detailed sets of comments gleaned from 
people’s comments. Wagner said the in-
tent is to seek additional comments. A 
more detailed paper on the recommen-
dations also will be developed. 

The task force’s preliminary recom-
mendations include the following:

• Improving the pedestrian experi-

ence by planning for green space, updat-
ing signage, closing Grand to vehicles 
for pedestrian events every quarter, in-
vesting in storefront beautification and 
creating public gathering spaces. 

• Focusing on maintenance to im-
prove accessibility, parking and the ap-
peal of public spaces on the avenue. 
Higher priorities include maintaining 
streets and sidewalks and changing the 
ways trash and snow removal are han-
dled. 

• Protecting the livelihoods of Grand’s 
small-business base by slowing the rate 
of property tax increases and reducing 
fees and other costs of doing business in 
the city. 

• Fostering collaboration among the 
avenue’s stakeholders to engage the  
public and plan for future development 
on Grand.

• Assembling a group to look at ways 
to generate more investment in infra-
structure, multimodal accessibility and 
enhanced quality of life on Grand.

• Developing solutions to fill empty 
storefronts. Ideas include short-term tax 
relief, grants and incentives, and active 
engagement with property owners. 

More information on the task force’s 
recommendations and a chance to com-
ment on them can be found by visiting 
tinyurl.com/rrtm2nk.

The Highland Business Association will 
hold its annual Holiday in Highland on 
Saturday, December 7. Here is the schedule 

of the day’s events:
• Breakfast with Santa. The venerable Break-

fast with Santa will take place from 9 a.m.-noon at 
Tiffany Sports Lounge, 2051 Ford Pkwy. Children 
will receive. Visit tinyurl.com/w96t5y4 to register 
for breakfast and reserve times for photos with 
Santa. Donations of mittens, gloves, breakfast ce-
real and new undergarments will be collected.

• Strolling carolers. Songs of the season will be 
sung by carolers who will be strolling throughout 
Highland Village.

• In-store specials. Local businesses will offer 
treats and special promotions throughout the day. 

For information, contact James Farnsworth at 
jfarnsworth@highlandba.com.

Celebrate the season in Highland Village Dec. 7
Jaxon (4), 
Ryker (2) 
and dad  
Jaffrey 
Blanks 
checked 
out bird 
feeders at 
Wild Birds 
Unlimited 
during 
last year’s 
Holiday in 
Highland.
Photo by 
Brad Stauffer

Task force shares ideas for Grand’s future

A 24-inch sapling in 1990 when it was given to Rosa Matykie-
wicz as a Mother’s Day present by her son Ray, the Colorado 
blue spruce has since grown into a 45-foot beauty, and its lovely 

branches will rise up over Union Depot’s North Plaza this month as the 
centerpiece for what is being billed as St. Paul’s hub for the holidays.

On active duty in the U.S. Army at the time, Sergeant Raymond 
Matykiewicz served with the 24th Infantry Division in the Gulf War. 
Rose, who was a longtime resident of St. Paul’s West End, died a year 
ago at age 92. Her children and grandchildren will place two special 
ornaments on the tree in her memory just prior to its ceremonial 
lighting on December 6 at Union Depot.

The depot is playing host to a whole lot of happenings in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. The schedule includes the following:

• A Holiday Tree Lighting and Movie Night from 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 6.

• The European Christmas Market from 4-9 p.m. Fridays, 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. Saturdays and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays, December 6-8, 13-15 
and 20-22.

• The North Pole Express train stopping at a variety of times on 
December 6-8 and 12-15.

 • A 30-minute musical performance by the Canadian Pacific Holi-
day Train at 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, December 10 (visitors are asked to 
bring a donation of cash or nonperishable food).

• A Holiday Bake Sale from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, December 14.
• The Northstar Holiday Train stopping from 4-6 p.m. Saturday, 

December 21.
For more information, visit uniondepot.org/holiday.

The Matykiewicz family gathered beneath a 
45-foot-tall Colorado spruce on the side of their 
West End home before it was cut and transport-
ed to Union Depot where it will be decorated for 
the holidays.  photo courtesy of Union Depot

West End family’s spruce 
will light up Union Depot
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®

Reg. $42.99
Now Only

$35.99*
Save over 15%

Special Offer!  SAVE OVER 15%

A Holiday Gift Favorite!  
Nueske’s Family Breakfast Box

Visit Nueskes.com/holiday158
or Call 1-866-204-5071 to Order Item #990  

Only $35.99*  (reg. $42.99), plus $14.99 shipping & handling. 
Order by Dec. 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Enjoy an extraordinary breakfast or send our best-selling breakfast assortment as a thoughtful gift. From 
our smokehouse to your table, we continue Old World traditions smoking our superior quality meats over 
glowing Applewood embers to achieve a rich, smoky flavor. Our delicious breakfast assortment includes:

Family Owned since 1933
Wittenberg, WI 54499

•  Applewood Smoked Bacon (12 oz.) – The Official Bacon of Baconfest, our bacon is lean with a rich, smoky Nueske’s flavor.
•  Corned Beef Hash (1 lb.) – Lean corned beef cured with salt, peppercorns and bay leaves along with diced potatoes and select spices.
• Pancake Mix (16 oz.) – Serve a platter of approximately ten savory, fluffy buttermilk pancakes.
• Maple Syrup (8oz.) – Old-fashioned goodness from our Wisconsin sugar maple trees.

*$14.99 shipping applies to standard delivery only to the 48 contiguous states for item #990. 
Not valid with any other offer.  Offer ends January 1, 2020 or while supplies last.

Order now and Save over 15%

2073 St. Clair Ave at Cleveland Ave

651.698.8603   reginascandies.net

Regina’s Candies

Holiday Special
Peanut Brittle
$12.95 lb.

Handmade Chocolates Since 1926!

December 6th 4-8pm
541 Selby Ave, St. Paul - aesthetichomemn.com

HIGHLAND PARK
2111 Ford Parkway • 651-300-4192 

crispandgreen.com

 

Holiday Open Haus
German Food and Drink ✦ Holiday Gifts ✦ Local Vendors

 DECEMBER 7 & 8  | 11 AM–4 PM
301 SUMMIT AVE | GAI-MN.ORG

Buy $100
Get $25
FREE

Buy $50Get $10
FREE

Express
Wash

FullService

Holiday
Gift Card
Special!MonthlyMembershipSign up nowand Receive a freeInterior Clean!*

*Purchase Monthly Membership before 1/1/20 to receive free intrerior clean.

CLOSE TO
 HOME

GIFT IDEAS

Music for everyone!

149 Snelling Ave. N., St. Paul | www.cadenzamusic.com | 651-644-3611

Mention this ad for 20% off your next instrument tune up.   
(Some exclusions apply. Call for details.) Expires 2/29/2020 

Instrument repair • Leasing • Lessons   
Sheet music • Accessories

 B
rake Bread  Saint Paul, 

M
N

N
a

tu
ra

ll
y 

Le
avened  Community Su

pp
orted

651.300.9136 • brakebread.com
1174 7th Street West, St. Paul, Minnesota

WINNER 
2019 St. Paul 
Good Neighbor 
Business Award

WINNER 
2019 Organization 
of the Year 
Commuter 
Choice Award

BRAKE BREAD
Naturally Leavened Bread & Traditional Pastries –
in our store or delivered by bike.

Christmas pre-orders begin December 6th

books & gifts 
for little hands 

& big minds
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This holiday season spend more time
with your guests and less time in the
kitchen, thanks to our new Manhatten
Strip Roast. The roast is slightly
smaller than a typical roast – in fact,
it cooks in less than an hour.
And it’s boneless, so it’s easy to slice
and serve.
The Manhatten Strip Roast is cut
from a tender section of beef and
lightly marinated with an exclusive
combination of olive oil, French
sea salt and spices developed by our
Executive Chef Michael Selby.
Our Manhatten Strip Roast is available
in all stores, just in time for your
holiday entertaining.

Lunds & Byerlys, Highland Park,  2128 Ford Parkway 55116
 (651) 698-5845  LundsandByerlys.com

Manhatten Strip Roast

2128 Ford Parkway | 651-698-5845
Prices valid December 7-24, 2017.

MANHATTAN STRIP ROAST
$9.99/lb.

Save $6/lb. 
This holiday season spend more time with your guests and less time in the kitchen,  

thanks to our Premium Choice Manhattan Strip Roast. Slightly smaller than a typical roast,  
it cooks in about an hour. And it’s boneless, so it’s easy to slice and serve.

 

Prices valid December 6-24, 2018.Prices valid December 4-24, 2019.

GIFT IDEAS CLOSE TO HOME

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Highland 9-Hole—The third public meeting on the pos-
sible repurposing of the Highland 9-Hole Golf Course will be 
held from 6-7 p.m. Wednesday, December 11, at the Charles 
M. Schulz-Highland Arena, 800 S. Snelling Ave. For more in-
formation, visit the project’s website at stpaul.gov/highland9.  

Holiday office hours—The Highland District Council 
office will be closed from December 24-January 1 and will  
reopen on Thursday, January 2. 

Upcoming meetings—The Transportation Committee 
meeting scheduled for December 10 has been cancelled. The 
board of directors will hold its next meeting at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, January 9, at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 
Ford Pkwy. For all future meetings, see the HDC website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Join the snow team—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council is seeking volunteers to help keep its organics 
recycling drop-off site on Grand Avenue free from snow and 
ice this winter. Volunteers can expect to shovel two or three 
times during the season. Learn more or sign up by emailing  
mgcc@macgrove.org.

Home Improvement Fair—Applications are now being 
accepted from sponsors and exhibitors for the Macalester-
Groveland & Highland Park Home Improvement Fair on 
March 7. The event will encompass 15 workshops and more 
than 80 exhibitors to help homeowners take on their next  

improvement project. Visit tinyurl.com/y6p6eorf. 
Invest in the neighborhood—The community council is a 

nonprofit organization that works to make Macalester-Grove-
land a great place to live, work, learn and play. Since 1975, it 
has fostered citizen participation in government and commu-
nity decisions in the neighborhood. People can help support 
its efforts by visiting macgrove.org/donate.

Mac-Grove T-shirts—Show your neighborhood spirit by 
ordering a Macalester-Groveland T-shirt designed by Eliza-
beth Rozendaal and Wayne Ctvrtnik. The shirts cost $10-$12. 
Order them online at macgrove.org/2019tshirt and pick them 
up at the community council’s office. 

Getting to know you—The community council would like 
to talk with those who are interested in adding their skills or 
voices to local programs and events. Call the council office to 
set up a time to meet.  

Board meetings—All meetings of the community council’s 
board of directors are now being streamed live via Facebook at 
6:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month.

Get involved—The community council currently has 
openings on its board for Grid 4 residential, at-large business 
and at-large student representatives. The board also has three 
standing committees that meet once a month. Visit macgrove.
org/committees for details. 

Upcoming meetings—No community council meetings 
will be held in December.

Summit  Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

New officers—During its November 14 meeting, the Sum-
mit Hill Association’s board of directors elected the following 

officers: Peter Rhoades as president, Denise Aldrich as vice 
president, Rachael Dettmann-Spiegel as secretary and Abhi 
Andley as treasurer.

Future is Grand—The Future is Grand Task Force has 
released a “consensus document” listing six primary recom-
mendations for maintaining a strong and successful Grand 
Avenue. To review the document and comment on it, visit  
tinyurl.com/rrtm2nk.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

UPDC pop-up meeting—Residents may share their com-
ments about the Union Park District Council and the neigh-
borhood with community organizer Abdulrahman Wako 
during a pop-up meeting from 2-5 p.m. Friday, December 6, 
at Skyline Tower, 1247 St. Anthony Ave.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 4, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1840 Uni-
versity Ave.; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
December 9, 1821 University Ave., Suite 127; Committee on 
Land Use and Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
December 16, 1821 University Ave., Suite 330; and Environ-
ment and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 
18, Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St Anthony Ave. 
The Neighborhood Involvement Committee meeting has 
been cancelled. 

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow the organiza-
tion  on Twitter @UnionParkDC and subscribe to the coun-
cil’s  free e-newsletter, “Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing  
info@unionparkdc.org.

District Council News

ExcEllEnt  compassionatE carE
Wellness Care • Surgery
Acupuncture • Dentistry

Internal Medicine • Laser Therapy

1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105 
651-224-3038
www.grandavevet.com

Dr. ann Brownlee
Dr. Heather taylor

Dr. Jen seidl
Dr. Karen christopherson
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A Short Story By Roger Barr

Acts of ChristmasActs of Christmas
R A N D O M

t dusk on the Monday after Thanks-
giving, Matt Bartholomew tapped 

the side of the plastic barrel at the 
end of his driveway. After 16 years 

of collecting food donations from crèche visi-
tors for his friend Handyman’s Open Cup-
board Food Shelf, he could tell by the tone of 
the tap how full the barrel was. The hollow 
tone indicated it was nearly empty. It was ear-
ly in the holiday season, he reminded himself. 
People were just getting into the Christmas 
spirit. Donations would pick up. Hopefully. 

In the front yard the spotlights and flood-
lights that illuminated the 51 crèche figures 
winked on in sequence. Matt paused to watch 
the life-sized figures come to life under the 
lights. There was Mary and Joseph, the Baby 
Jesus, the stable animals, the Wise Men with 
their camels, the shepherds and their flock, 
the hovering angels singing God’s praises. 
Every holiday season, Matt looked forward 
to standing with his hands on the split-rail 
fence to admire the figures and draw from 
them hope and inspiration in an increasingly 
troubled world.

Matt checked each crèche figure to be sure 
it was securely anchored and each floodlight 
and spotlight to be sure it worked. As he 
moved from figure to figure, his mind strayed 
to his family. 

While gathered for the Thanksgiving holi-
day, he, his wife Deidre, daughter Allison and 
son Christopher had drawn names for Secret 
Santa. Next to the famous crèche, Secret San-
ta was the family’s most treasured Christmas 
tradition. The rules were simple: The name 
you drew was kept secret. On Christmas Eve 
you gave that person a special gift that cost no 
money. Over the years, Secret Santa gifts had 
consisted of services, handmade items, CD 
mixes, original poems or art work. Some of 
the gifts were obvious gags, others especially 
poignant. Yet each gift always captured the 
essence of the relationship between the giver 
and the receiver. 

Matt had drawn Deidre’s name. With the 
health care industry in a perpetual state of 
crisis, his wife had had an especially diffi-
cult year at work. Health care administrators 
drew constant fire from everyone—from in-
surance companies, physicians, patients and 
now attorneys as the clinic faced a 
malpractice suit. Nightly, Deidre 
came home with horror stories 
about the challenges she faced. 
On occasion, she even called 
Matt during the day to vent 
her frustration about situations 
over which she had no control. 
He wanted to give her the perfect 
Secret Santa gift, but he had no idea 
what it would be. It was still early in 
the season. He’d think of something. 
Hopefully. 

Matt finished his inspection and 
retrieved the mail from the mailbox. 
Amidst the junk mail he spotted the 
year’s first Christmas card. He didn’t rec-
ognize the surname or the California city on 
the return address. Probably connected to 
Deidre’s work, he thought. He dropped the 
mail on the buffet. 

t dinner that evening, Deidre seemed 
lost in her private thoughts. Halfway 

through a mostly silent meal, 
Matt reached across the table and 

patted her hand. “Cat got your tongue? You’re 
so quiet, tonight.”

“Sorry,” Deidre said. “I’m just tired.”
“Hard day?” 
“I’d rather talk about something else.”
Before Matt could change the subject, De-

idre put down her fork. “I met with our law-
yers today. We’re going to trial on the mal-
practice suit. The judge ordered mediation, 
but the plaintiffs wouldn’t settle. From the be-
ginning, we told the family the patient’s con-
dition was terminal. Our lawyers will argue at 
trial that the grieving family can’t accept their 
loss. They can’t sue Death itself, so they’re su-
ing us. We have to document every single step 
our medical staff took with this patient over 
the last year. I can only imagine the work in-
volved. On top of everything else.” 

“No wonder you’re tired,” Matt said. 
“It’s not just this case,” Deidre said, her 

voice suddenly strained. “Everything’s a trial 
these days. Everyone’s on edge. People yell at 
you over the littlest thing. Everything seems 
so depressing. The news—I can’t even listen 
to it. It’s nothing but politics, and it’ll only get 
worse with the election next year.” She took 
up her fork and then put it down again. “After 
the dishes, maybe I should start putting up 
Christmas decorations. Maybe that will im-
prove my spirits.” She pushed her plate away 
and laid her napkin on the table.

“Are you OK?”
“Oh, I’m fine,” Deidre insisted. “These are 

first world problems.” 
“Go decorate,” Matt said. “I’ll do the dishes.” 
“Best offer I’ve had all day.” 

s he was clearing the table, Deidre 
called out, “Come look at this!” In 
the living room, Deidre handed 

him the Christmas card from 
California. He opened it and read the hand-
written note inside:

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Bartholomew, 
Six years ago, I was living on the streets 

with my daughter Nevaeh. Handyman at 
the food shelf fixed it so you took her over 
Christmas so Santa Claus would know 
where she lived & could bring her Christ-
mas presents. I was in rough shape then & 
I’m sure we never thanked you that day. 
But we never forgot your kindness. We live 
in California & are doing OK. Nevaeh is 
10 now & still has Santa’s teddy bear. The 
other day I told her all about that Christ-

mas. I just wanted you to know how 
much that Christmas means to 

us.
Love, Becca & Nevaeh. 

“Can you beat that?” De-
idre said. “All these years we’ve never 
known what happened to her.”

“Handyman said she didn’t trust 
anybody,” Matt said. “He always 
figured something scared her that 
day, made her afraid some ‘helpful 
person’ would end up getting her 
daughter taken away from her, so 

she split.” 
“I always figured we’d failed,” 

Deidre said. “Now this card comes out of the 
blue. It makes my day! It’s not that we did a 
kind thing, it’s that she took the time to ac-
knowledge it. People just don’t do that any-
more.” She stifled a yawn. “Maybe I’ll decorate 
tomorrow night.” 

As he loaded the dishwasher, Matt pon-
dered Deidre’s words about kindness and the 
circumstances that had brought Becca and 
Nevaeh into their lives for such a brief time. It 
was comforting to know that Becca had nev-
er forgotten their kindness. But…if it hadn’t 
been Christmas, would their paths have 
crossed and would they have put themselves 
out that extra bit? 

 
n Tuesday mornings, Matt met Handy-
man and retired police officer Daryl 
Carter for breakfast. The three men 

first met 16 years ago when Matt was 
looking for a food shelf to support and Offi-
cer Carter introduced him to Handyman and 
the Open Cupboard. Through years of work-
ing together during the holidays, the men 
had developed a close, interracial friendship. 
Over breakfast, they discussed the food shelf, 
exchanged family news and tackled current 
events in discussions so animated they some-
times turned diners’ heads. Whether they 
solved the world’s problems or simply agreed 
to disagree, they always ended breakfast with 
a handshake to reaffirm their friendship. 

When Matt stepped into the cafe on the 
morning after Becca’s card arrived, he could 
hear Carter’s voice booming over the restau-
rant chatter: “Brother, whose side you on?”

“Look,” Handyman said, ignoring Matt as 
he sat down beside him, “I didn’t say I agreed 
with them or their policies. All I said was 
when you get down to the basics, we all want 
the same things. We just disagree on how to 
get them.”

“And who should get them?” Carter broke 
in.

“All I’m saying,” Handyman continued, “is 
that nobody’s happy right now. Everybody’s 
angry about something.” 

“Cuz both sides are afraid of the other,” 
Carter said. 

“Morning, gentlemen,” Matt said, “Carter, I 
could hear you the moment I came in.” 

“Morning, yourself,” Carter said. “I’m just 
educating our friend here with the facts. But 
he’s an optimist. Says everything’s gonna work 
out.”

“Open Cupboard depends on optimism,” 
Handyman countered. “Because it’s Christ-
mas, I’m choosing—for now—to believe hu-
manity’s basically good. That we’re all more 
alike than we are different. That we’re better’n 
this, and together we’ll eventually figure our 
way out of this mess we’re in.”

“’Scuse my pessimism, but I ain’t holding 
my breath,” Carter said. “Are you gonna make 
nice with your friend Nimby?” Nimby was 
Handyman’s nickname for his neighbor down 
the block who for the past year had been try-
ing to get the Open Cupboard closed down. 

“In theory.” Handyman grinned ruefully. 
“Reality’s a little harder.”

“Everybody’s angry, I’ll give you that,” Cart-
er said. “You can feel it. As a cop, I could feel 
discontent on the streets like a gust of wind. 
It hasn’t felt this windy for years. It’s like the 
weather, everybody talks about it, but nobody 
does anything. If all this anger was snow, ev-
ery morning there’d be a couple more inches 

covering what we already have. Next year, 
with the election, my God, there’ll be a bliz-
zard every day.”

“Gentlemen, I came here to get cheered 
up,” Matt said. The two men chuckled. 

“Well, deliver some good news 
then,” Handyman said. “Tell me 
that your nativity visitors are filling 
up my donation barrels.” 

“I wish I could.” 
“Demand’s up,” Handyman cautioned. 
“Donations will pick up,” Matt prom-

ised. “They always do.”
“Hope so,” Handyman said. “My in-

stincts tell me hard times are coming. 
All this unrest. Bubble’s gonna burst. 
When it does, people gonna tighten 
their belts. I’ve seen it before. Hard 
times come, and them that’s got least 
get even less. Sure, donations gonna pick 
up—cuz it’s December. The problem is, peo-
ple only get infected with the Christmas spirit 
once a year. What we need are random acts of 
Christmas spirit all year long, like those ran-
dom acts of kindness you read about. Give me 
365 days of Christmas spirit.”

“Sounds like optimism to me,” Carter 
deadpanned.

“You prefer pessimism?” Handyman asked. 
“Somedays pessimism is all I see.”
“Humanity’s been dealing with these issues 

for God knows how long, and we never find 
solutions,” Matt said. “Last night I watched 
part of “A Christmas Carol,” the one where 
George C. Scott plays Scrooge? I tuned in 
right where the Ghost of Christmas Present 
pulls back his beautiful green robe of plenty 
and there are two little hollow-eyed urchins 
at his feet. The Ghost says their names are Ig-
norance and Want. Dickens wrote that story 
in the 1840s.” 

“Those urchins could just as easily be 
named Anger and Discord today,” Carter 
said. “Or Fear and Intolerance.” 

“Don’t you see?” Handyman turned to 
Carter. “Matt just proved my point. If Scrooge 
could come to his senses and get the Christ-
mas spirit, there’s hope for a kinder world.” 

“Scrooge was a fictional character,” Carter 
said. 

“We’re all fictional characters,” Handyman 
said. 

“Speaking of kindness,” Matt interrupted, 
“we got a surprise in the mail yesterday.” He 
told them about Becca’s Christmas card. 

“She contacted me to get your name and 
address,” Handyman admitted. “Made me 
promise not to tell you.” 

“All these years, we thought we’d failed and 
they remembered it as kindness.” 

“People remember kindness as much as an 
insult,” Handyman said. 

“Assuming there’s any kindness left in the 
world,” Carter said.

“There’s plenty of kindness in the world,” 
Handyman declared. “Kindness breeds op-
timism and vice versa. Just like anger and 
discord, fear and intolerance breed your pes-
simism.”

“Show me,” Carter said. “Prove I’m wrong.”
“Gentlemen,” Matt said, “I think the gaunt-

let has been thrown down.” 
“And picked up!” Handyman declared. 

n search of the Christmas spirit, De-
idre threw herself into decorating. On 
Tuesday night, she unpacked all of the 
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Acts of ChristmasActs of Christmas
Christmas boxes. She placed Santa and Ru-
dolph by the fireplace. She set up all of the 
special set pieces they had accumulated over 
the years. She placed the Victorian Christmas 
village on the buffet, the nativity scene on the 
end table. She set up the skating pond, the 
carousel, the German pyramid, even Santa’s 
ski slope, as if the sheer volume of decorations 
could lift her mood. When Deidre opened 
the box containing the Christmas stockings, 
she sighed.

“Oh my, look at this!” She held up the 
stocking she had sewn for Nevaeh. “Every 
year I see this and wonder why we didn’t give 
it to her that day. I guess we just didn’t think 
of it. I keep thinking about those two. The fact 
that after all these years she took the time and 
trouble to send us that card.” She hung the 
stocking with the others on the hooks under 
the mantel. 

“I wish this Christmas would last forever,” 
she said. “It feels like this little oasis in the des-
ert. After Christmas and New Year’s, it will be 
nothing but work and political campaigning. 
I just dread the thought.” 

There, Matt thought. Somewhere in De-
idre’s longing lay the foundation of his Secret 
Santa gift. But what was it, and how could he 
create a gift out of such deep longing? 

att volunteered at the Open Cup-
board on Wednesday afternoons 

while Handyman was at his 
social services job. During 

the holiday season, it was his custom to take 
whatever food was in the donation barrel 
with him, saving a separate trip. The barrel 
was about half full. Matt transferred the do-
nations to his car and headed out.

The Open Cupboard was housed in Handy-
man’s two-car garage next to his house. The 
service door was never locked. Clients helped 
themselves to packaged food on the shelves 
and perishables from the cooler, adhering to 
the sign that said, “Help yourself, leave some 
for the next person.” The garage’s walls were 
covered with political signs, the newest of 

which read “End Gun Violence Now.” 
The words “Merry Christmas” in 

festive red letters hung in an arc 
in front of the signs.

At the end of the center aisle 
of shelves stood a six-foot 
Christmas tree. It was Handy-

man’s custom to decorate the 
tree with candy canes, there for the taking, but 
the candy canes were gone and the tree was 
bare. Next to the bare tree was a handwrit-
ten sign in Handyman’s unmistakable scrawl: 
“Random Acts of Christmas Tree. Decorate 
this tree with kindness! If someone has been 
kind to you, write it on a blank ornament 
and hang it on the tree. Fight pessimism! 

Fill this tree with human kindness.” A 
dozen white cardboard ornaments cut 
in the shape of a candy cane hung on a 
nail driven into the wall. 

A lone ornament hung on one of 
the tree’s middle branches. Matt 
leaned forward to read the block 
printing: “A car actually stopped 
and the driver waved me across 
the crosswalk!”

Matt shelved the food dona-
tions he had brought with him. 

He spent the afternoon tidying 
the shelves and assisting three clients who 
came in. None wrote down an act of kind-
ness. He was preparing to leave for the day 
when the service door opened and Handy-
man stepped in from the cold, whistling the 
ending of “Dock of the Bay.” The mournful 
notes gave way to a whistle of delight. 

“Ah-hah!” he exclaimed. “Our first act of 
kindness!” He stooped, then laughed as he 
read the words aloud.

“Aren’t drivers always supposed to do that?” 
Matt asked.

Handyman laughed again. “Well, it’s a 
start.” 

“So, you’re out to prove Carter wrong. You 
think people are really going to do this?” 

“Who knows?” Handyman said. “Good 

things often start small. One of the world’s 
great religions started out in a stable!”

That night over dinner, Matt told Deidre 
about Handyman’s Christmas tree and its lone 
ornament. 

“One ornament?” Deidre echoed. “That’s 
all?”

“He said good things often start small.”
“Well, I can’t wait to see his results. I’m gon-

na need all the kindness I can get. Today they 
set a spring trial date for the malpractice suit. 
After the holidays, I’ll be going to work early 
and coming home late.” 

Later, Matt pulled on his coat and went out-
side to check the crèche figures. He tapped the 
plastic donation barrel and was cheered by the 
sound. More than half full. As he predicted, 
donations were picking up. When he finished 
his inspection, he lingered among the creche 
figures. “I’ll need all the kindness I can get,” 
Deidre had said. Maybe that was what she 
longed for. He remembered Handyman’s ob-
servation that a great religion—theirs—had 
started in a stable. He looked into the man-
ger. Jesus had grown up to teach them the 
lessons that would lead to their salvation. All 
of His teachings in the New Testament could 
be boiled down to one verse from Matthew: 
“So whatever you wish that men would do to 
you, do so to them, for this is the law and the 
prophets.” The Golden Rule. The ultimate act 
of kindness. It was something to think about. 

 
he next morning the food donation 

barrel was full. Matt transferred the 
contents to his car and drove over to the 

Open Cupboard. When he arrived, a cli-
ent was standing in front of the Christmas tree 
inspecting a candy cane ornament hanging 
on an upper branch. Her body language told 
Matt that she had just hung the ornament. He 
greeted her and she smiled guiltily and scur-
ried into an aisle. He felt both amused and 
moved by her apparent embarrassment. Was 
acknowledging kindness that private, that 
personal? He carried in the food he’d brought 
and busied himself stocking shelves while she 
finished her shopping. 

When he was sure she was gone, Matt 
stepped over to the tree and turned the candy 
cane toward the light. “My daughter comes 
every week to clean house for me.” Lucky 
mother, he thought. He noticed another orna-
ment hanging on the back side of the tree. “My 
grandson and his friends helped me move.” 
Good for the grandson. Matt wrote the two 
expressions on a discarded envelope. Maybe, 
he thought as he prepared to leave, Handy-
man might prove Carter wrong after all. 

That night after dinner, he showed the en-
velope to Deidre. She read the expressions and 
laid the envelope aside. “Very nice,” she said. 
Halfway through an account of her day, she 
took up the envelope again. “They’re lucky to 
have family,” she said. “Can’t you just imagine 
some poor old grandma lugging boxes down 
two flights of stairs?”

“It could be a grandfather,” Matt said.
Deidre grimaced. “You’re right. Charge me 

with an error. I should know better than to 
view things through my own filter.” 

Matt continued his daily trips to the Open 
Cupboard. Every day more candy canes ap-
peared on the Christmas tree, expressing acts 
of kindness in bold block printing, in flowing 
cursive, in barely legible chicken scratches. 
“Handyman always has Mac & Cheese on the 
shelf. My favorite!” “I get a text every day from 
my niece in New Orleans.” “My girlfriend 
knows I’m unemployed and pays when we 
eat out.” “Me & my friend are the same size. 
She borrows me clothes.” He wrote down each 
day’s kindness expressions and brought them 
home for Deidre. She took in each act of kind-
ness as though it were a tonic. 

One morning while Matt was still at the 
food shelf, he received a text from his wife: 
“Bad day. I need a kindness boost. Help!” 
He photographed two new candy canes and 
texted the pictures to Deidre. “My husband 
always helps with the dishes.” “The woman 
across the hall always says hello to me. I don’t 
know her name.” For good measure, he in-

cluded a photograph of the Christmas 
tree itself. 

Deidre posted the picture of the 
Christmas tree on her social media ac-
count with an explanation. More acts, 
she pleaded. In response to her post, 
photos and new acts of kindness ap-
peared: “The barista said my coffee was 
already paid for by the customer ahead 
of me.” “Someone brought our cat home 
when she got out.” “A neighbor blows 
the snow off the sidewalk on our whole 
block.” “The mechanic at the garage 
didn’t charge me for changing my 
tire.”

Every night they discussed the day’s 
acts of kindness. “Every act is its own 
story,” Deidre observed. They tried to 
imagine the circumstances behind 
each gesture, the relationship be-
tween giver and receiver. They debated 
whether the acts were recent or, like 
Becca’s Christmas card, a reflection on 
events long past. Was the nature of the 
act itself one of friendship, love or compas-
sion? Each story seemed a testimony to the 
depth of the receiver’s gratitude. 

“I almost feel like I’m intruding, reading 
some of these,” Deidre said. “But I’m glad 
they shared them. They’re so—”

“Sweet,” Matt finished. “At break-
fast the other day, Carter kept teasing 
Handyman that you couldn’t eat these 
candy canes. He said he missed the pepper-
mint kind he used to have on the tree. Handy-
man told him that acts of kindness were 
sweeter than any candy cane.”

“Absolutely,” Deidre said. 
But not all of the stories suggested by the 

acts were sweet. Some acts moved them to 
tears. “My neighbor takes me to my chemo 
appointment.” “My new boyfriend respects 
me. My ex-boyfriend beat me.” “Everyone 
was kind when my Rhashan was shot and 
killed.” These expressions humbled them 
deeply, made them feel grateful for the privi-
lege of being healthy and safe in their beauti-
ful home. 

Matt noticed a lightness returning to his 
wife’s mood. She talked less about problems 
at work, more about the approaching holiday. 
“How are things at work?” he asked one night. 

“The same,” Deidre said. 
“You haven’t said much about work the past 

few nights.”
“A kindness a day keeps the doctor away,” 

she said. And later: “I’m just thinking about 
after the holidays when Handyman takes 
down his Christmas tree and everything re-
turns to normal. I dread it.”

There, Matt thought, was his Secret Santa 
gift: Just extend these expressions of kind-
ness throughout the year—his own version 
of Handyman’s 365 days of Christmas spirit. 
Now all he had to do was figure out how. 

ven though Christmas Eve fell on a 
Tuesday, Matt met his friends for break-
fast. Handyman was already seated 
when Matt arrived at the cafe. While 

they waited for Carter, the two men ex-
changed their holiday plans. Both kids were 
already home, Matt said. They’d go to Christ-
mas Eve services tonight. Dinner at home. Se-
cret Santa. The usual present extravaganza on 
Christmas morning. Then, of course, they’d 
go to the second annual Christmas potluck at 
New Shepherd for Christmas dinner. He and 
Christopher were planning to drive guests 
from the Open Cupboard to New Shepherd 
and back. 

Carter arrived in a burst of Arctic air. 
Handyman waited for him to slide into the 
booth beside Matt. Grinning mischievously, 
he clicked on his phone and pushed it across 
the table between the two men. On the screen 
was a photograph of his Christmas tree fully 
decorated with candy canes. 

“Impressive,” Carter acknowledged.
“I counted,” Handyman said. “There are 

132 candy canes. That’s 132 acts of kindness 
people took the time to write down. What 
do you have to say about that, my pessimistic 

friend?” 
Carter smiled, reached into his coat 

pocket and pulled out a white cardboard 
candy cane. “I took this the last time I 
came in.” He tilted the candy cane so Matt 
could read its inscription: “My friends re-
main my friends even when we disagree.”

“Here.” With a wink, Carter laid the can-
dy cane on top of Handyman’s phone and 
pushed the phone across the table.

 
fter dinner on Christmas Eve, the 
Bartholomew family settled into 
the living room, each in their usual 

spot. Their faces were lit by the 
glow of the Christmas tree that 

towered over the piles of gifts to be opened 
in the morning. But now it was time to ex-
change the Secret Santa gifts. 

Christopher went first, presenting to 
Matt a CD containing an opera he had 

created by assembling Bruce Springs-
teen songs. Allison gave Christopher 
a booklet of coupons for homemade 
chocolate chip cookies. From her 

mother, Allison received a scrapbook 
of photographs documenting her child-

hood. 
Finally, it was Matt’s turn. He handed 

Deidre a shallow box and waited for her to 
open it. She held up a white cardboard candy 

cane. 
“Read it,” Matt instructed.
“So, whatever you wish that men would do 

to you, do so to them, for this is the law and 
the prophets.” 

“The Golden Rule,” Matt said. “Matthew 7, 
verse 12. That’s the ultimate act of kindness. 
Turn it over, and read the back.”

Deidre turned the candy cane over. “Num-
ber 1 of 365.” She looked up, a confused look 
on her face. “I don’t understand.”

“You said you wished this Christmas would 
last forever, because you dreaded next year 
with the trial coming up and a whole year of 
campaigning. I can’t make Christmas last for-
ever, but I’ll try to make it last for a year. Start-
ing tonight and every day until next Christ-
mas Eve, you’ll receive in written form an act 
of kindness.” 

“Oh, my!” Deidre said. “How are you going 
to do that?”

“It’s a big world. It shouldn’t be too hard. 
Maybe it will help you make it through the 
year.”

“I’m sure it will. Thank you.” She hung the 
candy cane on the Christmas tree. “I’ll look 
forward to it.” 

And Secret Santa was over. Or just begin-
ning. In truth, Matt hadn’t the faintest idea 
how he’d fulfill his promise. He’d have to go 
looking for acts of kindness, just as Handy-
man had. The search would be good for him, 
too, making inroads against anger and dis-
cord, fear and intolerance. 

Who knows? Good things often start small. 
Deidre would post the acts on Instagram, on 
Facebook and Twitter. There would be likes 
and reposts and retweets and each daily note 
of kindness would 
spread virally from 
their little stable 
out into the wait-
ing world. It was 
something to think 
about.
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The Odd Couple Team is supporting Joseph’s Coat, a local 
organization that provides goods to those in need. Please 
drop-off new or gently used coats and help us reach our goal!

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS:
Grand 1460 Grand Avenue  |  Highland Park  897 St. Paul Avenue

TheOddCoupleTeam.com  |  651.492.6423

Help us keep our community warm this winter!

COAT DRIVE

Inver Hills is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and 
educator. This information is available in an alternate format by  

calling 651-450-3884 or TTY/Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

INVERHILLS.EDU  |  651-450-3000 

Become a certified nursing assistant and 

Help our heroes! 
Train at the Minnesota Veterans 
Home - Minneapolis near 
Minnehaha Falls in Minneapolis

Tuition reimbursement available

Short-term training perfect 
for those interested in a 
healthcare career

Inver Hills Community College is partnering with the Minnesota 
Veterans Home—Minneapolis to offer Nursing Assistant Certificate 
training at the new Veterans Home Education Center. 
About this course: 

Seven-week session
Evening class
Earn college credit
Taught by Inver Hills Nursing Faculty
May lead to a professional career as a nurse (LPN or RN)

Next course starts soon!

January 13—March 18, 2020
March 23—May 9, 2020

Register now! 
INVERHILLS.EDU/CNA
Select the Minnesota Veterans Home location
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Robbery—Two women were the victims 

of a strong-arm robbery in a parking lot at 
St. Catherine University at 8:36 p.m. Friday,  
November 22.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 2200 block of Stewart Avenue on Novem-
ber 14, the 1000 block of South Prior Avenue 
on November 19-20, the 1600 block of Ford 
Parkway on November 23-24 and the 700 
block of Woodlawn Avenue on November 24. 

—A wallet was reported stolen at the new 
Planet Fitness,  2401 W. Seventh St., at 3:12 
p.m. Saturday, November 16. 

—The catalytic converters were stolen from 
two vehicles on the 2000 block of Randolph 
Avenue on November 17-21.

—Five females stole several items from the 
Family Dollar Store, 2463 W. Seventh St., at 
2:39 p.m. Tuesday, November 19.

—Three females stole a key ring from be-
hind the front counter and tried to enter a 
vehicle at 1:59 p.m. Tuesday, November 19, at 
Red Nails Salon, 720 S. Cleveland Ave.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A victim was treated for minor 

injuries after being robbed at Central High 
School at 10 a.m. Monday, November 11.

Theft—A purse was stolen from one ve-
hicle on November 1 and a MacBook Air 
was stolen from another on November 14 at  
Concordia University’s Sea Foam Stadium. 

—A vehicle was stolen on Lexington Park-
way and Selby Avenue on November 21. 

Miscellaneous—Gang unit officers stopped 
two boys at 11:38 p.m. Wednesday, November 
20, on Griggs Street and University Avenue. 
One boy was wearing shoes that matched 
those from a recent homicide and was booked 
for second-degree murder. The other boy was 
arrested on outstanding warrants. 

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A purse-snatching was reported 

on the 400 block of South Snelling Avenue at  
1 a.m. Sunday, November 10.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 1200 block of St. Clair Avenue at 9:58 p.m. 
Thursday, November 21.

Burglary—An occupied residence was 
burglarized on the 2100 block of Lincoln  

Avenue at 12:26 a.m. Tuesday, November 5.
—Patagonia, 1648 Grand Ave., was broken 

into at 6:17 a.m. Friday, November 15.
Theft—Items stolen from vehicles included 

an iPad on the 1800 block of Randolph Av-
enue on November 4, and a purse from one 
vehicle and a MacBook Pro from another 
on Mississippi River Boulevard and Summit  
Avenue on November 14.

—A laptop computer and other items were  
stolen on the 1300 block of Grand Avenue  
between November 8-11. 

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1800 block of 
Grand Avenue on November 13 and the 1700 
block of Grand on November 24. 

Assault—A male reported being assaulted 
on Grand Avenue and Ayd Mill Road at 1:55 
p.m. Saturday, November 16.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A vehicle break-in was reported at 

4:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 13, on the 
2300 block of Lexington Avenue.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from 
a vehicle on the 1000 block of Warrior Drive 
during school hours on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20. 

Miscellaneous—A disorderly juvenile re-
sisted arrest and was found to be carrying sev-
eral bundles of suspected marijuana at 1:29 
p.m. Wednesday, November 13, on the 1800 
block of Delaware Avenue. 

Merriam Park
Robbery—An armed robbery was report-

ed on the 1600 block of Marshall Avenue at 1 
p.m. Friday, November 8.

Burglary—Suds Laundromat, 2045 Mar-
shall Ave., was broken into at 3:33 a.m.  
Monday, November 18.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1900 
block of Marshall Avenue on November 14 
and the 400 block of North Wheeler Street on 
November 22.

—A trailer was stolen on the 1800 block of 
Carroll Avenue on November 14-18. 

—Eight briefcases containing computer 
equipment were stolen from one vehicle and 
a laptop computer was stolen from another 
on the 200 block of North Snelling Avenue on  
November 18.

Assault—A 14-year-old girl was taken to 
the hospital after being stabbed with a knife 
during a fight involving a large group of juve-
niles near the Snelling Avenue light-rail station 
at 10:23 p.m. Tuesday, November 19.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A male was the victim of a 

strong-arm robbery on Pascal Street and Uni-
versity Avenue at 2:56 p.m. Thursday, Novem-
ber 14. 

Burglary—Multiple items were stolen 
from a residence that was broken into on the 
1500 block of Marshall Avenue around 9:30 
a.m. Friday, November 22.

Theft—A shoplifter made off with more 
than $500 in merchandise from T.J. Maxx, 
1410 University Ave., at 12:12 p.m. Wednes-
day, November 13.

—A laptop computer was stolen from a 
vehicle on the 400 block of North Snelling  
Avenue on Friday, November 15.

—Police received a report on Tuesday, No-
vember 19, regarding an employee suspected 
of stealing more than $500 in cash from the 
Holiday Station, 1345 Marshall Ave.

Summit Hill
Robbery—A Pizza Luce delivery driver 

was robbed of cash at knifepoint at 1:51 a.m. 
Sunday, November 17, on Grand Avenue and 
Dale Street. 

—A female was the victim of a strong-arm 
robbery on Grand Avenue and Avon Street at 
7:33 p.m. Thursday, November 21.

—A woman was robbed of her purse at 
Caribou Coffee, 757 Grand Ave., at 7:07 
a.m. Friday, November 22. The suspect fled 
through the alley.

Burglary—Fjallraven, 797 Grand Ave., was 
broken into between 1:06-1:49 a.m. Sunday, 
November 17.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 700 
block of Grand Avenue on November 12, the 
500 block of Grand on November 14, the 900 
block of Grand on November 21 and the 100 
block of Grand on November 21. 

—Assorted tools were stolen from a vehi-
cle on Dunlap Street and Lincoln Avenue on  
November 18-19.  

Assault—A 56-year-old man was cited 
for assaulting a female on St. Clair Avenue 
and Deubener Place at 11:10 p.m. Saturday,  
November 9.

Summit-University
Robbery—A purse-snatching was reported 

on Selby and Western avenues at 10:39 p.m. 
Thursday, November 14. A second suspect 
also tried to steal a purse from the victim’s 
friend. 

Burglary—An occupied residence was 
burglarized on the 800 block of Iglehart Av-
enue at 7 a.m. Wednesday, November 13.

—Cash was stolen from a residence that 
was broken into on the 600 block of Portland 
Avenue on the evening of November 15-16. 

—An occupied residence was broken into 
on the 900 block of Dayton Avenue during 
the evening of November 18-19.

Theft—Items stolen from vehicles included 
a catalytic converter on the 500 block of Holly 
Avenue on November 6-7, tools from a work 
van at Catholic Charities at 286 Marshall 
Ave. on November 12, a laptop computer on 
the 200 block of Selby Avenue on November 
15-16, a catalytic converter on the 900 block 
of Dayton Avenue on November 15-16, and 
a laptop computer on Selby and Summit  
avenues on November 17.

Miscellaneous—Police received a call 
about three males climbing into a manhole on 
the 200 block of Dayton Avenue at 10:22 p.m. 
Thursday, November 21, and arrested one of 
them, a 65-year-old, for drug possession and 
an outstanding warrant. 

West End
Burglary—An attempted burglary was 

reported at Cafe Astoria, 180 Grand Ave., at 
3:29 a.m. Friday, November 22.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 700 
block of Tuscarora Avenue on November 13-
14, the 300 blocks of Webster and Toronto 
streets on November 22, and the 700 block of 
James Avenue on November 24. 

Assault—A 41-year-old woman was ar-
rested for felony assault after putting a knife 
to the throat of her sister and threatening to 
kill her at 7:19 p.m. Tuesday, November 12, on 
the 1300 block of Pleasant Avenue.

Miscellaneous—A 26-year-old woman was 
arrested for disorderly conduct and obstruct-
ing police at 8:08 p.m. Saturday, November 
16, at the Holiday Inn, 175 W. Seventh St. She 
reportedly assaulted her boyfriend, had to be 
restrained by staff after a confrontation with 
a patron at the bar, and resisted officers while 
being arrested.

Sex crime—A meeting regarding nine 
Level III sex offenders changing addresses 
in St. Paul will be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 18, at the Western District police 
station, 389 N. Hamline Ave. The offenders 
include Robert James Anderson, 72, who was 
moving to the 700 block of Stewart Ave. 

Crime Report
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SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation

MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Now Reserving!
Information Office 
Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651.432.4940
LexingtonLanding.org

Hang up the shovel!  
At Lexington Landing, enjoy a simpler 
lifestyle in a stylish one-bedroom 
apartment, complete with on-site 
amenities to provide comfort and 
convenience right at your doorstep!

•  Spacious open floor plans
•  Kitchen with stainless steel appliances
•  In-home washer and dryer
•  Underground parking
•  Dining options

Call Dianna today to learn more!

HIGHLAND PARK–ST PAUL
FALL 2020 

ONE 
BEDROOM

AVAILABILITY!

holidays

TICKETS & SHOPPING AT 
MNHS.ORG/HOLIDAYS

A VICTORIAN 
CHRISTMAS
Alexander Ramsey House, St. Paul
Nov 29–Dec 29
Immerse yourself in the sights, sounds, 
and aromas of A Victorian Christmas at 
the historic Ramsey House. Taste cookies 
fresh from the wood-burning stove, hear 
holiday music on the Steinway, and admire 
original 1870s ornaments on the tree 
during this holiday tour!

 Thomas
 Liquors

  1941 Grand ave. sT. PauL, mn

  Wine saLe
noW Thru december 15
aLL Wines 20% off!
651.699.1860 . ThomasLiquor.com

A European Christmas Market will trans-
form the Union Depot’s East Plaza into a fes-
tive holiday mall on weekends from Decem-
ber 6-22. An old-world tradition during the 
Christian season of Advent, the sixth annual 
market will be open on Fridays from 4-9 p.m., 
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sundays 
from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. In addition to a variety 
of handmade gifts by local artisans, it will fea-
ture European-inspired food from more than 
30 vendors, German beer and spiced mulled 
wine. Live music and dancing, free goat and 
dog sled rides are also scheduled, as are ap-
pearances by Santa Claus and Krampus, the 
jolly old elf ’s scary opposite who, according 
to European folklore, punishes children who 
misbehave. Visit stpaulchristmasmarket.org.

Celeste St. Paul Hotel + Bar, 26 E. Exchange 
St., opened to the public last month in the 
former home of the historic St. Agatha’s Con-
servatory of Music & Arts, which was oper-
ated by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. 
Founded in 1884, the school opened there in 
1910 and operated until it closed in 1961. The 
building was named to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1989. Rebound Hospital-
ity acquired the property and began trans-
forming it in 2018 into a 71-room boutique 
hotel. Many of the building’s original architec-
tural details were preserved, including several 
paintings done by the sisters. A former parlor 
now serves as the hotel’s lobby bar and the al-
tar area of the former chapel now serves as the 
hotel’s bridal suite. Visit celestestpaul.com.
Station 81, an affiliate of the nonprofit Appe-
tite for Change, will open on December 6 at 
the Union Depot, 214 E. Fourth St. Its name 
is a nod to the depot’s opening in 1881. The 
restaurant will offer healthy and locally grown 
food, with a large portion of the menu dedi-
cated to vegetarian and vegan dishes.
The Old National Bank Foundation recently 
presented a check for $50,000 to the Interna-
tional Institute of Minnesota to aid its work-
force development efforts. The grant will go 
toward the institute’s Campaign for the Next 
Century, which will fund renovation and ex-
pansion of its current building at 1694 Como 
Ave. into the New American Center.
The Verizon Wireless Zone, 2034 Ford 
Pkwy., is collecting new toys for less fortunate 

children as part of the Toys for Tots campaign 
sponsored by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
this holiday season.
MetroIBA has announced the winners of its 
fourth annual Independent Business Awards. 
They include All Square with the Emerging 
Award, Eureka Recycling with the Founders 
Award, Common Roots Cafe with the Impact 
Award, Elpis Enterprises with the Nonprofit 
Award, Nancy Breymeier with the Gary Maz-
zone Award for individuals and Afro Deli 
with the Trailblazers Award. 
Brighter Minds Music opened on Decem-
ber 1 in Mendota Plaza at 770 N. Plaza Drive, 
Mendota Heights. The school is owned by 
Emily Ireland and offers music lessons in gui-
tar, piano, voice, violin, drums and ukulele 
to kids, teens and adults. It is expanding into 
Mendota Heights after having offered lessons 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul for more than 15 
years. Visit brightermindsmusic.com.

Cedar Printing owner Andy Flamm has re-
tired after 38 years in the business and has 
transferred ownership of his shop in the sky-
way level of the Securian Center at 401 N. 
Robert St., Suite 211. The new president and 
owner is Tyler Hjeltness, who has more than a 
dozen years of industry experience, including 
the last three at Cedar.

Business Briefs

Holiday shoppers flock to the European 
Christmas Market outside Union Depot. 

Photo by Brad Stauffer

The Thompson Park Activity Center, 1200 
Stassen Lane in West St. Paul, will offer the 
following: a British history program on the 
first Windsors from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 10 ($8); a TED Talk on “What 
Are Animals Thinking and Feeling?” from 
1-2:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 17; and a 
Discover Group gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 18 ($1 donation). Call 
651-403-8300 to register.

A 55+ Driver Discount refresher course 
will be offered by the Minnesota Highway 
Safety Center from noon-4 p.m. Thursday, 
December 5, at the Thompson Park Activity 
Center, 1200 Stassen Lane in West St. Paul. The 
cost is $22, The course is intended for those 

who have already completed the full eight-
hour class. To register, visit mnsafetycenter.
org or call 1-888-234-1294.  

Be a Santa to a Senior is being offered 
by Home Instead Senior Care and local 
nonprofit organizations this holiday season. 
A Christmas tree decorated with ornaments 
with the first names of seniors and their 
respective gift requests will remain up through 
December 9 at the Gardens at Episcopal 
Homes, 1860 University Ave. Shoppers can 
pick an ornament, buy the gift and return 
it unwrapped to Episcopal Homes with the 
ornament attached. Volunteers will collect, 
wrap and distribute the gifts to seniors. Visit 
beasantatoasenior.com or call 651-747-8722.

Senior News
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World Class Jewelry
from the Heart of St Paul

Pantone 287 Blue (CMYK Equivalent: 100, 68, 0, 12)

  
www.couleebank.net 
651-698-8100 • 742 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN
*Minimum opening deposit is only $50. Ask us for details. Bank rules and regulations apply. Other fees such as overdraft fees may 
apply. See fee schedule for details. Transaction items include all debits and credits. If the Totally Free Business or Business Interest 
account exceeds 1,000 free monthly transactions, the account may be converted to another checking product. Free gift may be 
reported on a 1099-INT or 1099-MISC. Free gift provided at the time of account opening. We reserve the right to substitute a gift 
of similar value. Up to $10 for checks and debit cards from another financial institution given at the time the checks/debit cards are 
presented. Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC.

with Totally Free Checking and a FREE Gift!
The Snuggle is Real
Our money-saving accounts have no monthly service charge and 
no minimum monthly balance requirements, plus they’re loaded 
with great features:

FREE
Plush Blanket
With Any New

Checking 
Account!

• FREE Personal or Business Debit Card

• FREE Online Banking

• FREE Bill Pay

• FREE Mobile Banking

• FREE eStatements 

• FREE Thank You Gift*

Andy Steiner of Macalester-
Groveland has been presented 
with the 2019 Media Award by 
the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness Minnesota. Steiner 
is the mental health and ad-
diction reporter for MinnPost. 
She was previously editor of 
the Minnesota Women’s Press 
and the Utne Reader, and has 
published several books.

The Dakota County Historical Society has re-
ceived an $89,000 Heritage Partnership Grant from 
the Minnesota Historical Society. The partner-
ship, which includes historical societies in Dakota, 
Ramsey and Scott counties, will conduct public ar-
chaeology events next year under the supervision of 
each county. Visit dakotahistory.org. 

The Ramsey County Historical Society has select-
ed the artists who will create new artwork to be dis-
played in the council chambers of the St. Paul City 

Hall/Courthouse building. The main team includes 
Aaron Johnson-Ortiz, Marina Castillo, Gustavo Lira 
and Zamara Cuyun from the Latinx Mural Appren-
ticeship Project. Also chosen were artists Emily Don-
ovan, Adam Swanson and Leah Yellowbird. Four 
new pieces of art have been commissioned and will 
be displayed in rotation with the four large 1930s-era 
murals by John Norton. The new artwork is expect-
ed to be installed next May. Two public meetings will 
be held at which the artists will share their progress. 
The first will be at 7 p.m. Monday, December 16, at 
the East Side Freedom Library, 1105 Greenbrier St. 
Call 651-222-0701 or visit rchs.com.

Robbie Grossman of Highland Park has been 
named a SPAAR Hero by the St. Paul Association of 
Realtors. Grossman, a Realtor with Coldwell Banker 
Burnet Highland, is president of homeownership 
and economic opportunities for active military per-
sonnel and veterans. Grossman currently sits on 
SPAAR’s Government Affairs Committee and next 
year will serve on its board of directors.

Little Oromia Church, a Lutheran 
congregation started by Ethiopian im-
migrants, is now meeting at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 436 N. Roy St. The 
pastor is the Reverend Nagasa Tolera 
and worship services are held from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. on Sundays. Church mem-
bers also volunteer to teach people how 
to drive and find employment. 
The Cathedral of St. Paul has opened 
a new exhibit dedicated to the impor-
tance of immigrants to the church and 
community. Titled “Immigrants and 
the Cathedral: I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me,” the exhibit is now open 
in the cathedral’s lower-level museum, 
239 Selby Ave. Museum hours are 
noon-3 p.m. Wednesdays, noon-2:30 
p.m. Thursdays, noon-3 p.m. Fridays 
and 11 a.m.-noon every first and third 
Sunday. Call 651-228-1766.

Hindu poet, teacher and princess 
Mira Bai and the Hindu festival of Gita 
Jayanti will be addressed in a program 
of the Theosophical Society at 7 p.m. 
Monday, December 9, in Room 330 
of the Griggs-Midway Building, 1821 
University Ave. Kathie Noga of two 
Hindu temples in Minneapolis will lead 
the program. Admission is by donation; 
$10 is suggested. Call 651-235-6645.
Or Emet will offer a free program on 
“A Positive Way Forward for Families” 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sunday, De-
cember 15, at the St. Paul Talmud To-
rah, 768 S. Hamline Ave. Sig Cohen, 
co-author of Love’s Way: Living Peace-
fully With Your Family As Your Parents 
Age, will address topics such as parents’ 
quest for independence vs. safety con-
cerns, role reversal, sibling rivalry and 
end-of-life planning. Visit oremet.org.

The University of St. Thomas recently announced the naming 
of the Morrison Family College of Health following an eight-
figure gift from John M. and Susan Schmid Morrison. It was the 
latest gift from the Naples, Florida, couple, whose support for 
UST included cochairing the Opening Doors campaign from 
2007-12 that raised more than $500 million for St. Thomas. The 
Morrison Family College of Health will encompass undergrad-
uate and graduate nursing programs, social work programs, 
graduate psychology programs, and a future physician assistant 
program. Once its nursing programs are fully operational, the 
university expects a total combined enrollment of 1,250 under-
graduate and graduate students, which would double the enroll-
ment of UST’s existing programs. 

Yasmin Muridi, a bilingual family liaison at Four Seasons A+ 
Elementary School in Merriam Park, has been named the 2019-

20 Education Support Professional (ESP) of the Year by Educa-
tion Minnesota. The award includes a new Apple iPad and a 
$1,000 honorarium. Muridi will also be nominated for the na-
tional ESP of the Year Award and receive an all-expenses paid 
trip to New Orleans for that ceremony in March.

The St. Paul School Board unanimously approved a new 
three-year contract for Superintendent Dr. Joe Gothard on No-
vember 19. The new contract, which covers July 1, 2020, to June 
30, 2023, includes compensation of $240,000 per year. That is 
an increase from the $232,000 per year he has earned since first 
being hired by the school district in July 2017. 

Elizabeth Blyakher of Highland Park Senior High School has 
been named one of a dozen recipients of teacher grants from the 
Hiway Credit Union Foundation. She plans to use the $1,000 
award for her Youth in Government Model Assembly project. 

The foundation received more than 40 requests for the inaugu-
ral grants. Recipients were selected based on need, number of 
students benefitting, creativity and innovation. 

The St. Paul Public Schools has received $64,500 from the 
National Center for Teacher Residencies to expand its efforts 
to recruit black teachers. The award comes through the center’s 
Black Educators Initiative, a five-year, $20 million effort to re-
cruit and train 750 new black teachers. The grant will support 
the school district’s Urban Teacher Residency Program, which 
aims to recruit and support highly qualified teachers from un-
derrepresented backgrounds who reflect the district’s diverse 
student population. It provides an affordable, accelerated pro-
gram to earn a Minnesota teaching license and master’s degree 
in 15 months from the University of St. Thomas. For more in-
formation on the program, visit spps.org/sutr.

School Notes

Names in the News Religious Notes
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The Kiosk

Open Weekends 9-8 | Saturday 9-6 | Sunday 12-5

1526 St. Clair Ave
(651) 690-1692
mastels.com

10% OFF
Your Entire Order!
Sale items excluded, expires 1/31/20

Vitamins • Minerals • Supplements • Herbs
Grocery • Personal Care • Homeopathy • TCM

Locally owned and independent for 50 years!

Healthy Smiles for a Lifetime

Meet Barbra Lee, DDS
Over 25 years experience

   Gentle, compassionate care 
   for the entire family

612.824.4211        AllBeautifulSmiles.com

Parkway
DentaL center

St. Paul automotive
automobile DiagnoStic maintenance & RePaiR Facility
St. Paul automotive

651-298-0956 
910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)

stpaulautomotive.net

Join our
viP oil club

WinteR
car care
Package
$79.95Stop in today for a FRee 

battery & antifreeze check

Friday/December 6
Fare for all’s monthly distribution 
of fresh produce and frozen meat will 
take place from 10 a.m.-noon at the West 
Seventh Community Center, 265 Oneida 
St. The food will be available in packages 
priced from $10-$25. Cash, credit and debit 
cards are accepted. Call 651-298-5493.

Saturday/December 7
Holiday in Highland will be held 
today by the Highland Business Association. 
The annual event will open with Breakfast 
with Santa from 9 a.m.-noon at Tiffany 
Sports Lounge, 2051 Ford Pkwy. (Register at 
tinyurl.com/w96t5y4). Carolers also will be 
strolling throughout Highland Village, and 
local businesses will offer treats and special 
promotions throughout the day.

Have brunch with Santa. The 
Fort Snelling Lions Club will be serving 
French toast, chocolate chip pancakes, 
bacon, beef sausage, fruit and rolls between 
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. at Mount Calvary 
Lutheran School, 6541 16th Ave. S. in 
Richfield. Good old St. Nick will visit with 
kids, and children’s games will be played. 
The cost is $6, $4 for children ages 8-18, free 
for children under 8, or $20 per family. For 
reservations, call 612-248-5156.

U.S. Representative Angie Craig 
will hold a town hall meeting at 10 a.m. at 
Moreland School, 217 W. Moreland Ave. 
in West St. Paul. Residents of the Second 
Congressional District are invited to come 
with their concerns.

Sunday/December 8
CARAMEL ROLLS and coffee will be 
sold in a fundraiser for the Women of Holy 
Spirit from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the basement 
of the church, Randolph Avenue and Albert 
Street. More than a dozen local crafters 
will be selling their wares. Games and craft 
activities will be available for children. The 
caramel rolls also may be purchased to go 
on Sunday and from 5-6 p.m. Saturday, 
December 7.

Tuesday/December 10
The International Institute of 
Minnesota, 1694 Como Ave., will celebrate 
100 years of service to new Americans 
with a centennial open house. Institute 
tours and student demonstrations will be 
featured from 10:30-11:45 a.m. Lunch and 
a celebration will follow from noon-1 p.m. 
For reservations, call 651-647-0191 ext. 300 
or visit iimn.org.

The American Red Cross will 
be accepting blood donations from 1-7 
p.m. at Nativity Catholic Church, 1900 

Stanford Ave. Walk-ins are welcome, 
but appointments are preferred. Donors 
will receive a $5 Amazon gift card. Visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-2767.

La Leche League of the Midway-
Como area will hold its monthly meeting 
for pregnant and nursing mothers from 
7-8:45 p.m. at Hamline Church United 
Methodist, 1514 Englewood Ave. Babies, 
toddlers and support persons are welcome. 
Breastfeeding, parenting and pregnancy will 
be discussed. Call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

“Relief in the Bulge,” a World War II 
History Roundtable on the 75th anniversary 
of the Seventh Armored Division’s 
counterattack in the Battle of the Bulge, will 
be held at 7 p.m. at the Minnesota History 
Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. Greg Fontenot, 
author of Loss and Redemption at St. Vith, 
will speak. Come early and take part in 

informal conversations with Fontenot and 
veterans of the battle beginning at 6 p.m. 
Visit mn-ww2roundtable.org.

World Without Genocide will 
host a program on sexual exploitation 
locally and globally from 7-9 p.m. in the 
Conservatory at Mitchell Hamline School 
of Law, 875 Summit Ave. Colleen Striegel 
of HumanitarianHR will address sexual 
exploitation among displaced persons. 
Al Zdrazil, former prosecutor in the 
Minnesota Attorney General’s office, will 
discuss sex trafficking among homeless 
youth. Admission is $10, $5 for students 
and seniors. Registration is required by 
December 8. Call 651-695-7621 or visit 
worldwithoutgenocide.org.

Wednesday/December 11
Learn how to code a computer 

at a free Family Coding Event from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. at Cyber Village Academy, 768 
S. Hamline Ave. Parents and children 
in kindergarten through grade 12 are 
invited to take part in activities suitable 
for beginning through advanced students. 
Participants are asked to bring their own 
devices (laptops, tablets, smartphones, 
etc.), although a limited number of devices 
will be available for those who have none. 
Refreshments will also be available for 
purchase.

Take a walk under the light of a full 
moon with the Friends of Coldwater. The 
local group will gather at 7 p.m. at the 
park entrance just south of 54th Street and 
the Highway 55 frontage road in South 
Minneapolis and proceed to Coldwater 
Spring. Participants are asked to bring 
chocolate to share and a rattle to shake. For 
information, visit friendsofcoldwater.org.

Thursday/December 12
A free support group for persons 
with anxiety disorders meets from 6:30-
8 p.m. today and the second and fourth 
Thursday of every month in Room 108 at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling 
Ave. For more information, call the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness at 651-645-2948.

Friday/December 13
A Bake Sale and Christmas Boutique 
will be held today through December 15 in 
Carolyn Hall at St. Mark’s Catholic Church, 
1983 Dayton Ave. Hours are 1-5 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-
noon Sunday.

Sunday/December 15
We Come Bearing Peace, a bilingual, 
multi-sensory posada or procession that 
reenacts the Christmas story of Mary and 
Joseph seeking shelter, will step out at 4 p.m. 
from Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. Sponsored by a consortium 
of churches and neighborhood groups, the 
prayerful walk will proceed to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church at 2742 15th Ave. S. where 
a bonfire will be held with food, music and 
a living Nativity scene. The event is free, 
although donations will be accepted for the 
Interfaith Coalition on Immigration and the 
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota.

Thursday/December 19
Fare for all’s monthly distribution 
of fresh produce and frozen meat will take 
place from 4-6 p.m. at the Hallie Q. Brown 
Community Center, 270 N. Kent St. The 
food will be available in packages priced 
from $10-$25. Cash, credit and debit cards 
are accepted. For more information, visit 
fareforall.org.

Follow the 
flickering 
luminarias.
A shopper paused at 
Selby and Snelling 
avenues to take in 
the scene of the Shop 
by Candlelight event 
presented on Novem-
ber 14 by the local 
businesses, including 
Patina, where clerk 
Olivia Enquist offered 
festive refreshments 
to a couple who had 
come in out of the 
cold.
Photos by 
Brad Stauffer
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Nokomis Square Cooperative 
5015 35th Avenue South  

Annual Holiday Open House 
Friday,  December 13, 2019 

Apartment Tours from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Music from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Holiday Treats Served 2:00 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

You’re Invited... 

We’re “Decked  Out“ for the Season… 
    Visit our  Tree-Filled Winter Wonderland  
                Enjoy Music by the Silver Strings 
                        Tour  Member Apartments 
                               Share Holiday Treats 

Contact 
Pam Schultz 

612-721-5077 
Visit our website  

nokomissquare.com 

 

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY 
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

 
bob@reidellestey.com    marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

   moc.yetselledier.www
  5580-696-156

 

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY 
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

 
bob@reidellestey.com    marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

   moc.yetselledier.www
  5580-696-156

901 S. 2nd St. #508 – Modern city living at it’s finest! This 1BR, 1 BA 
corner unit is just steps away from all downtown has to offer! Sun soaked S. 
facing unit with 10ft ceilings, floor to ceiling windows, huge chef’s kitchen, top 
of the line amenities & underground parking.                                   $425,000 

1025 Portland Avenue – Enjoy a home packed with original charm, 
but with all of the updates you desire. Classic dining room built-ins, updated 
kitchen and mudroom, 3 spacious upper level BR’s & 3rd level master suite! 
You do NOT want to miss out on this Portland Avenue gem!          $619,900 

1211 Selby Avenue – Charming 2+BR rambler! Move-in condition, super-
clean, newly refinished hrdwd flrs & fresh paint throughout. Eat-in kit/ dining 
with brand new floors & updated appls, Two main floor BRs & full bath. Lower 
level office/BR & family room. Fenced backyard with deck!                       $244,900

1759 Laurel Avenue – Remarkable 2+ story! Stunning 
woodwork, hdwd flrs, spacious main flr living rm with FP. 
4 generous sized BR’s on one level with large closets, Dbl 
gargage.                                                                          $399,900            

     JUST
SOLD!!

Estelle opened in late October at 1806 St. Clair Ave., in 
the space previously occupied by the short-lived Bottle 
Rocket and before that Scusi. The restaurant is the cre-

ation of chef Jason Hansen, beverage director Tim Schaaf and 
part-owner Peter Sebastian, who works the front of the house. 
After several recent visits, I got the distinct impression that this 
latest restaurant  is here to stay. 

The dining experience at Estelle is casual, straightforward 
and well-executed. The restaurant offers an expansive menu of 
Southern European cuisine inspired by chef Hansen’s travels. 
There is an emphasis on small plates, though the large plates 
are also well-curated, and no dish is over $17.

Don’t be fooled by Estelle’s unassuming exterior. The inte-
rior is inviting with bar and dining areas separated by an open 
kitchen. The long and narrow barroom is tastefully deco-
rated, and the dining space is cozy with a clean and attractive  
décor. Patrons may also sit at the chef ’s counter facing the 
open kitchen.

On our first visit to Estelle, my companion and I arrived ear-
ly to enjoy a cocktail at the bar. We were treated to a delightful 
introduction by a bartender who was not only quick-witted 

and informative, but really good at mixing cocktails.
We tried the Showdown in Tangletown ($10), a cocktail 

that combines reposado tequila and a housemade ginger beer 
with black currant, blackberry bitters, lime and allspice dram 
topped with vanilla lime foam. It was delicious. The Inquisi-
tion ($8) was a pleasant surprise with Old Overholt rye, Tat-
tersall amaro, Sage maple syrup, sherry and green chartreuse. 

The Pintxos menu, which is only available at the bar, offers 
some tempting small plates. The Chicken Liver Mousse ($3) is 
served with chive and pickled orange and was delightful. The 
Bacon Wrapped Dates ($4) came with chorizo and calabrian 

marinara and was ideal for 
sharing. Vegetarian options in-
clude a cauliflower and shishito 
pepper dip ($3.50) and goat 
cheese with onion marmalade 
($3.50).

The dinner menu is equally 
impressive with a wide range 
of small and large plates. We 
decided to stick with a seafood 
theme. The baked oysters ($12) 
won us both over, despite our 
predilection to oysters natural. 
The Shrimp Al Ajillo ($13) was 
excellent, simply prepared in 
butter, chili oil and chive. It was 
accompanied by a sharp mus-
tard-infused sauce that really 
wasn’t necessary in this case; 

the shrimp spoke for itself. Estelle’s Sardines on Toast ($8) was 
a nice complement to both the shrimp and oysters. 

Another impressive small plate was the Shishito Caesar 
Salad ($9), notable for actually having anchovies in the dress-
ing—an uncommon practice in Minnesota and a tribute to 
chef Hansen’s dedication to authentic Southern European fla-
vors. 

We also enjoyed the Fideua ($14), a large plate with a lovely 
balance of clams, shrimp and ham hock in white wine and 
tarragon. Unlike a paella, which is served with rice, a fideua 
comes with pasta. Here, the seafood was cooked perfectly, and 
the pasta did not predominate.

We devoured a large plate of Piri Piri Chicken ($10), which 
comes with jasmine rice, pickled vegetable, basil crema and 
chili sauce. We also enjoyed our first bites of the Creste de 
Gallo ($13), a combination of jalapeño pesto, almond, lemon 
and Parmesan, but found the dish congealing after sitting for a 
time. Our server asked if we’d like to box what we hadn’t eaten, 
and when we declined he asked if we would like something in 
its place. 

The service at Estelle is stellar. Sebastian is a superb host, 
and his team on the floor and behind the bar makes a visit 
to Estelle something above and beyond. The wines have been 
chosen to complement the diverse and wide ranging flavors on 
the menu. Not surprisingly, they’re almost exclusively south-
ern European.

For all of its refinements, Estelle is understated and comfort-
able. Even after several visits, I found myself looking forward 
to the next one. Estelle promises to become a go-to place for 
Twin Cities diners.

Tilly’s Table
By Tilly Wilson

Estelle brings flavors of  
S. Europe to Mac-Grove 

Patatas Bravas, 
a native Span-
ish dish of fried 
potatoes served 
with a spicy to-
mato sauce and 
lemon aioli, is 
one of the small 
plates found at 
the cozy Estelle 
restaurant at 
1806 St. Clair 
Ave. Shown 
in the smaller 
photo at left is 
Arancini, rice 
croquettes made 
with saffron, 
fontina and pep-
peroni sauce.
photos by 
christine wisch

The chef’s counter at Estelle, where patrons can see their meals being prepared.
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On the Town

By Carolyn Walkup

The audience may not 
understand the lyrics in 
Sospiri’s upcoming concerts, 

but the emotions behind the music 
will come through loud and clear. 

On December 6 and 7 the St. 
Paul sextet will present “Sospiri di 
Natale” (“Sighs of the Nativity”), 
music from 17th- and 18th-century 
Italy, Spain and Latin America that 
was inspired by stories of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. 

Sospiri includes Phillip Rukavina 
of Macalester-Groveland on 
theorbo and lute, Bruce Jacobs 
of Highland Park on portative 
organ, Dick Hensold of Highland 
Park on recorder and smallpipes, 
Joe Dolson of the West Side on 
baroque violin, soprano Janna 
Kysilko of the West Side and 
internationally acclaimed mezzo-
soprano Nerea Berraondo of 
Pamplona, Spain.

The musicians perform on 
replicas of instruments used during 
the Baroque era (1600-1750), 
interpreting the music from that 
period with both authenticity and 
improvisation. 

The songs in the upcoming 
concerts were written in Italian, 
Latin, Spanish, Catalan and 
Chiquitano, a Bolivian dialect, and 
though they will be sung in the 
original language, the lyrics will be 
translated in the concert program.

Kysilko, who serves as Sospiri’s 
executive director, is a graduate 

of Macalester College. She first 
became interested in baroque 
music at the Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, New York, 
where she studied under Paul 
O’Dette, a world-famous lute 
player. Her interest grew after she 
met Berraondo a few years ago 
when the renowned singer was 
living in St. Paul and performing 
with the Bach Society of Minnesota 
and the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra.

The singers shared a passion for 
dressage, or exhibition horseback 
riding. Kysilko works as a dressage 
trainer when she isn’t singing. 
When they found they also shared 
an interest in early music, they 
gathered like-minded musicians 
and began performing at house 
parties.

Sospiri presented its first public 
concert last spring at St. Clement’s 
Church with a program of early 
music for spring. 

“Then I decided we had to get a 
grant,” Kysilko said, in part to pay 
the travel expenses for Berraondo, 
who had moved back to her native 
Spain. After securing a grant from 
the Minnesota Regional Arts 
Council, the ensemble performed 
“Sospiri di Morte” in October, 
a program in celebration of the 
harvest, All Souls Day and the 
Latin American Day of the Dead. 

Kysilko has appeared in operas in 
the Twin Cities. She sang the roles 
of Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance 
and Jenny in Sondheim’s Company, 

both at the New Century Theatre 
in Minneapolis, and she regularly 
performs with Opera on Tap at the 
Honey Bar in Minneapolis.

Rukavina described the lute as an 
early version of the guitar but with 
nine double strings and a single 
string. He got his start in music 
in high school playing popular 
music on guitar, then gravitated to 
classical guitar, which led him to 
early music and the lute. 

Rukavina has played at lute 
festivals around the world, most 
recently in Germany and British 
Columbia, and is a member of a 
lute quartet based in Boston. Not 
able to make a living solely from 
music, he has a side job as the 
manager of a real estate office. 

“In Europe we get huge 
audiences (for early music) and 
big ones in Boston, too,” Rukavina 
said. “In the Midwest we’re more of 
a curiosity. People don’t want to go 

out for live music as much as they 
did in the 1960s and ’70s.” 

Jacobs described his portative 
organ as a small pipe organ. “It’s 
the glue that holds the ensemble 
together,” he said, “and it’s ideal for 
a small ensemble that performs 
everything from baroque to Bach.”

Jacobs’ resume includes work 
with two other Twin Cities early 
music ensembles: Consortium 
Carissimi and the Rose Ensemble. 
When he isn’t performing, he 
works as a chief technologist at 
Twin Cities Public Television.

Hensold is a full-time musician 
who has played extensively in 
Scotland, England and Canada. In 
addition to the recorder, he plays 
the bagpipes and is considered the 
top North Umbrian smallpipes 
player in North America. Hensold 
is a regular soloist with Lyra 
Baroque Orchestra and has 
performed with a variety of folk 

groups as well as the Minnesota 
Orchestra.

Dolson, another graduate of 
Macalester College, served as the 
concertmaster of the Minnesota 
Philharmonic Orchestra for 14 
years and continues to play with 
that ensemble. His “day job” is 
designing websites for people with 
disabilities. 

“I like (early) music because it 
leaves room to experiment and be 
creative,” Kysilko said. “There are a 
lot of dance rhythms, and you don’t 
have to know anything about it to 
enjoy it.”

Sospiri’s Nativity concerts will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Friday at St. 
Clement’s Episcopal Church, 901 
Portland Ave., and at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church, 511 
Groveland Ave. in Minneapolis. 
Admission is $15.

Do you hear 
what I hear?
Sospiri performs music 
of Baroque era inspired 
by birth of Jesus Christ
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Books
SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play 
host to free readings with authors Jon Kerr 
and his book, Mohamed’s Dream, at 7 p.m. 
December 4; Warren Woessner and his 
poetry collection, Exit Sky, 7 p.m. December 
5; and Nancy Hedin and her novel, Stray, 7 
p.m. December 11. Call 651-493-2791 or 
visit subtextbooks.com. 

The First Friday Storytelling series will 
continue from 6:45-7:45 p.m. December 6 
at Coffee Bene, 53 S. Cleveland Ave. Host 
Richard Rousseau will be joined by guest 
tellers Loren Niemi and Jessica Zuehlke. 
Admission is free, though donations are 
appreciated. 
What God Is Honored Here? Writings 
on Miscarriage and Infant Loss by and for 
Native Women and Women of Color, a new 
anthology edited by Shannon Gibney and 
Kao Kalia Yang, will be featured in two 
upcoming readings. Yang and contributors 
Dania Rajendra, Taiyon Coleman and 
Catherine Squires will read at 7 p.m. Satur
day, December 7, at the East Side Freedom 
Library, 1105 Greenbrier St. Yang will read 
at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, December 12, at the 
St. Anthony Park Library, 2245 Como Ave. 
Admission is free.
Merriam Park author Roger Barr will read 
his short story “Random Acts of Christmas” 
in a free program at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 12, at the Hallie Q. Brown Com
munity Center, 270 N. Kent St. The story 
is the 22nd in a series by Barr about the 
fictional Bartholomew family of Highland 
Park and their celebrated Nativity scene. All 
of the stories have appeared in the Villager 
newspaper (see pages 16 and17) as an almost 
annual feature dating back to 1997. The 22 
stories have been collected in two volumes, 
which will be available for purchase at the 
December 12 reading and are available at 
gettingreadyforchristmas.org. The reading is 
a fundraiser for the foodshelf. All proceeds 
from book sales will go to the foodshelf. The 
second volume of stories, The Christmas 
Promise, is also available at Next Chapter 
Books, Storied Owl Books and Corazon.

Author Frank Weber will discuss his latest 
crime mystery, Last Call, in a free program 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, December 14, at Wabasha 
Brewing Company, 429 S. Wabasha St.

Dance
Ay Qué Calor (So Hot!), a series of solo 
flamenco dance works, will be performed 
by Zorongo Flamenco at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
December 8, at Ice House, 2528 Nicollet 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The choreography 
by Zorongo artistic director Susana di 
Palma and her company is set to the live 
music of New York City vocalist La Conja 
and guitarists Juanito Pascual and Ben 
Abrahamson. Tickets are $22 at the door, $20 
in advance. Call 612-276-6523.

Ballet Minnesota will present its 32nd 

annual production of The Classic Nutcracker 
on December 13-15 in the O’Shaughnessy 
at St. Catherine University. Violeta Angelova 
returns as the Sugar Plum Fairy, Matthew 
Prescott is back as Cavalier and Robert 
Cleary is again Godfather Drosselmeyer. 
Lucy O’Brien, 13, of Macalester-Groveland 
plays Clara, and Julia Cornette, 16, of High
land Park is the Snow Queen, leading a 
cast of more than 130 dancers from Ballet 
Minnesota’s company and Classical Ballet 
Academy. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday, 2 
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $21-$46 with discounts for 
students and seniors. Call 651-690-6700.

Chill, a quirky program by Rhythmically 
Speaking Dance set to the live soundtrack 
of “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” will return 
from December 13-15 to Amsterdam Bar & 
Hall, 6 W. Sixth St. Trumpeter Bob DeBoer, 
guitarist Mike Haselman, bassist Tony Water
cott and drummer Danny Sigelman will 
perform Vince Guaraldi’s familiar tunes for 
shows at 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday 
and 4 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $18 at the 
door, $16 in advance, free for children age 12 
and under. Visit amsterdambarandhall.com.

Theater
Beyond the Rainbow: Garland at Carnegie 
Hall, playwright William Randall Beard’s 
musical tribute to Judy Garland, is being 
performed through December 26 at the 
History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. The drama is 
set in 1961, when Garland played Carnegie 
Hall to a packed house. Ivey Award-winner 
Jody Briskey stars as that Judy Garland. Elena 
Glass plays the Minnesota-born singer and 
actress in flashbacks to events that inspired 
and haunted her. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays through Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets are $15-$65. Call 651-292-
4323 or visit historytheatre.com.
Pride and Prejudice, the 19th-century novel 
written by Jane Austen and adapted for the 
stage by Kate Hamill, is playing through 
December 22 on the proscenium stage at 
Park Square Theatre, 20 W. Seventh Place. 
Directed by Lisa Channer, the play offers a 
decidedly progressive take on Austen, whom 
many consider to be an early feminist. Sara 
Richardson, China Brickey, Kiara Jackson, 
Paul Rutledge, McKenna Kelly-Eiding and 
Neal Beckman star. For show times and 
tickets, call 651-291-7005.
Langston Hughes’ musical drama Black 
Nativity is playing afternoons and evenings 
through December 22 at Penumbra Theatre, 
270 N. Kent St. Directed by Lou Bellamy with 
musical direction by Sanford Moore, this 
retelling of the Christmas story features the 
choreography of Alanna Morris-Van Tassel 
and the singing of the Kingdom Life Church 
Choir and soloists. Tickets are $15-$40. Call 
651-224-3180 or visit penumbratheatre.org.
The six wives of Henry VIII step out of 
the shadow of their infamous spouse and 
remix 500 years of historical heartbreak 
into a power-packed celebration of female 

 
 

  

A holiday 
blend.
Nutcracker in Wonder­
land, a fusing of 
E.T.A. Hoffmann’s The 
Nutcracker Ballet with 
Lewis Carroll’s Alice in 
Wonderland, will be 
performed by Ballet 
Co.Laboratory at 
7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, December 
13-15, at Huss Center 
for the Performing 
Arts, 1712 Randolph 
Ave. Set to Tchaikov
sky’s “Nutcracker 
Suite,” the ballet tells 
of a grown-up Clara 
(right) who redis-
covers the magic of 
childhood with help 
from the White Rab-
bit (left) and others 
from the two classic 
stories. The com-
pany will be joined 
on stage by 50-plus 
dance students and 
members of the Twin 
Cities Unicycle Club 
and Circus Juventas. 
Tickets are $22-$35. 
Call 651-313-5967 or 
visit balletcolabora-
tory.org.
Karin Lynn Photography
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empowerment in Six. The musical is playing 
evenings and afternoons through December 
22 at the Ordway Music Theater. For reserva­
tions, visit ordway.org or call 641-224-4222.

Miracle on Christmas Lake, a play by Jessica 
Lind Peterson about a soap opera star who 
returns to Minnesota to take over his dad’s 
community theater and tries to save it from 
bankruptcy, will open on December 5 in 
the Cabaret at Camp Bar, 490 N. Robert St. 
The heartwarming holiday comedy stars 
Peyton Dixon, Marci Lucht, Michael Ooms, 
Fjaere Harder Nussbaum and Charla Marie 
Bailey. Show times are 7 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays through December 21; 
5 p.m. Sundays, December 15 and 22; and 
7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, December 27 
and 28. Tickets are $29.50 and $39.50. Visit 
actorsmn.org.

Music 
Two Midwestern folk heroes, Michigan-
born singer, guitarist and dulcimer player 
Claudia Schmidt and Minnesota guitarist 
Peter Mayer will share the stage at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 6, at Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 
721 N. Snelling Ave. Tickets are $30. Call 
651-645-2647 or visit ginkgocoffee.com.

The original voice of Riverdance, singer 
Katie McMahon will return on Friday, 
December 6, with “Celtic Christmas,” a 
program of carols and stories and lively Irish 
dance that illuminate the innocence and 
wonder of children. The music will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. in the O’Shaughnessy at St. 
Catherine University. Joining McMahon on 
stage will be Karen Mueller on autoharp and 
guitar, Zack Kline on fiddle, Norah Rendell 
on flutes, whistles and voice, percussionist 
Marc Anderson, singers Tim Jay and Everett 
Vass, the Minnesota Boychoir and the 
Corda Mor Irish dancers. Tickets are $28 
with discounts for students, seniors and 
military personnel. Call 651-690-6700 or 
visit theoshaughnessy.com.

The 60-voice River Heights Chorale will 
perform songs for the season at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, December 7, at Salem Lutheran 
Church, 11 W. Bernard St. in West St. Paul. 
Admission is free. Donations are appreciated.

Bach’s call to joy and celebration, the 
Christmas Oratorio will be performed on 
Saturday, December 7, by the Bach Society 
of Minnesota chorus, baroque orchestra 
and soloists Sarah Brailey, Clara Osowski, 
Nicholas Chalmers and Jonathan Ten 
Brink. The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 1079 
Summit Ave. It will also include “Gelobet 
seist du, Jesu Christ,” a Christmas composi­
tion that Bach wrote 10 years earlier. Tickets 
are $30, $25 for seniors, $5 for students 
and free to children under age 12. Visit 
bachsocietymn.org. 

Slovenian-born classical guitarist Mak 
Grgić will perform works by Bach, Dusan 
Bogdanović, Ennio Morricone, Fernando 
Sor and Miroslav Tadić in a Minnesota 
Guitar Society concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
December 7, in Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt 
Ave. Tickets are $10-$25. Visit mnguitar.org.

“Lo, a Rose,” music and readings that 
celebrate Advent and Christmas, will be 
presented by the St. Catherine University 
Women’s Choir in a Candlelight Concert at 
8 p.m. Saturday, December 7, in Our Lady 
of Victory Chapel on campus. The program 
includes Brahms’ “Ave Maria,” a haunting 
setting of “Amazing Grace” by Joan Szymko, 
three “Meditations on the Virgin Mary” by 
French-Canadian composer Marie-Claire 
Saindon, and John Jacob Niles’ “Sweet Little 
Boy Jesus.” Admission is free and open to all.

Detroit Music Factory recording artist 
and tenor saxophonist De’Sean Jones will 
perform at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 
7, at Walker West, 760 Selby Ave. Jones 
is known for his powerhouse sound and 

genre-bending approach to modern jazz and 
electronic music. Admission to the concert 
is free, but reservations are recommended 
by calling 651-224-2929. The concert will be 
preceded at 6 p.m. with a reception featuring 
complimentary food and beverages from 
Revival Restaurant.

The St. Paul Civic Symphony will be joined 
by cellist Alexander Hersh, winner of the 
Friends of the Minnesota Orchestra’s Young 
Artists Competition, in a free program of 
Schreker, Tchaikovsky and Brahms at 3 
p.m. Sunday, December 8, at St. Matthew’s 
Catholic Church, 510 Hall Ave. All ages are 
welcome. Visit spcsmusic.org.

Holiday Shindig, a benefit concert for KFAI 
radio and Hook and Ladder, will be present­
ed on Sunday, December 8, by Mother Banjo, 
Ben Cook-Feltz and special guests the Roe 
Family Singers, Katy Vernon, Daddy Squeeze 
Norton and others. The music will begin at 
7 p.m. in the Mission Room at Hook and 
Ladder, 3010 Minnehaha Ave. S. in Minne­
apolis. Admission is by donation with $10 
suggested.

The Seward Concert Band will be joined by 
the Tower Hill Brass in yuletide concerts on 
December 13 and 15 in South Minneapolis. 
Seasonal favorites by Laurindsen, Prokofiev, 
Alan Silvestri, David Lovrien, Gustav Holst, 
David Gillingham and others will be featured 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Sanford Middle School, 
3524 42nd Ave. S., and 3 p.m. Sunday at In 
the Heart of the Beast Theater, 1500 E. Lake 
St. Admission is a suggested donation of $6 
for adults, $5 for students and children, $4 
for seniors.

The JCC Symphony Orchestra will perform 
rarely heard works by famous composers in 
its winter concert at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 11, in the Johnson Family Center 
for the Performing Arts at 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
Free and open to the public, the program will 
include Fauré’s Masques et Bergamasques, 
Berlioz’s Overture to King Lear, Franz von 
Suppé’s Overture to Morning, Noon and 
Night in Vienna, and Jacques Offenbach’s La 
belle Hélène. Call 651-255-4753.

Celebrate Christmas with Cantus in nine 
Twin Cities area concerts from December 
12-22. The eight-man vocal ensemble will 
perform familiar carols and contemporary 
songs of the season in a program embellished 
with passages from classic holiday stories. 
Among the concerts closer to home are 
shows at 11 a.m. Thursday, December 12, 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1200 
Marquette Ave. S. in Minneapolis; 2 p.m. 
Sunday, December 15, at Hamline United 
Methodist Church, 1514 Englewood Ave.; 
7 p.m. Friday, December 20, in the Ordway 
Concert Hall; and 3 p.m. Sunday, December 
22, at the Summit Center for Arts and 
Innovation, 1524 Summit Ave. For tickets, 
call 612-435-0055 or visit cantussings.org.

Folksinger and songwriter Ellis will present 
her annual holiday concert and foodshelf 
benefit at 8 p.m. Saturday, December 14, at 
Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling Ave. 
Tickets are $18 at the door, $15 in advance 
at ginkgocoffee.com. Additional donations 
of cash or nonperishable food, paper or 
cleaning products will be appreciated. For 
information, call 651-645-2647.

The vocal ensemble Kantorei will celebrate 
the mystery of Advent and Christmas in 
song at 4 p.m. Sunday, December 15, in St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary, 2260 
Summit Ave. Tickets are $25, $20 for seniors, 
$15 for students. Visit kantorei.net.

Multi-platinum recording artist, pianist 
Steven C. Anderson will present his fifth 
annual Christmas Together concert at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 17, at the 
Cathedral of St. Paul. Playing his 9-foot, 
92-key grand piano, Anderson will be joined 
by jazz singer Patty Peterson, the Cathedral 
Choristers and Cathedral organists Lawrence 
Lawyer and Chris Ganza. Admission is free, 
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though a $10 donation is suggested. Reser­
vations are also requested at http://bit.ly/
EVENTBRITEStevenC.

“Happy Holi-Dane,” a swinging, singing 
hullabaloo of holiday entertainment hosted 
by Dane Stauffer, directed by Dan Chouinard 
and featuring a bevy of Twin Cities talent, 
will take the stage at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 18, at the History Theatre, 30 
E. 10th St. Beth Gilleland, Julius Collins, 
Ben Bakken, Jen Maren, Ruthie Baker-
McGrath, Sandra Struthers, Kris Stauffer, 
Tait Cameron and Michael Johnson will join 
pianist Chouinard for an evening of holiday 
chestnuts, lesser-known ditties, storytelling, 
dramatic sketches, hilarity and reflection. 
Tickets are $35-$45. Call 651-292-4323.

Film
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival, 14 award-
winning films that celebrate planet earth, 
will be shown at 7 p.m. Monday, December 
9, in Scheid Hall at Surly Brewing, 520 
Malcom Ave SE. in Minneapolis. Tickets 
are $15 at the door, $10 in advance. Visit 
wildernessinthecity.org.

The Devil & Daniel Johnston (2005), an 
award-winning documentary about the 
American singer-songwriter and visual artist 
who died in September, will be screened at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, December 11, at Trylon 
Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $12. Visit soundunseen.com.

Exhibits
Minnesota photographers Linda Brooks 
and Pao Houa Her are displaying their works 
through December 14 in the Catherine G. 
Murphy Gallery at St. Catherine University. 
Her has created portraits of local Hmong 
Americans around the themes of displace­
ment, geography and a yearning for home. 
Brooks, a former teacher at St. Paul Academy 
and Summit School, is exhibiting images of 
heirlooms handmade by four generations 
of women in her family. Brooks will discuss 
her photos in the gallery at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 5. Admission is free. Visit gallery.
stkate.edu.

The Old-Fashioned Holiday Bazaar will 
return to Landmark Center on December 
5-7 with more than 75 artisans displaying 
their handmade jewelry, decor, fabric art, 
children’s toys, clothes, handmade lotions, 
soaps, food and other items. The 41st annual 
show and sale will run from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Thursday and Friday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday. Twilight shoppers will receive a 
free drink—wine, beer or hot cider—to sip 
as they browse between 5 and 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday. Festive music and 
prize drawings will also be featured. Food 
and beverages will be available for purchase. 
Admission is $5, free for children age 12 and 
younger. Visit landmarkcenter.org. 

Handmade Holiday Market, a show and 
sale of jewelry, glass, textiles, ceramics, 
photography, household goods, ornaments, 
cards, bath and body products and more 
by local artists, continues through January 
5 at AZ Gallery, 308 E. Prince St., Suite 
130. Gallery hours are 5-8 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays. Call 651-224-3757 or visit 
theazgallery.org.

Local artists Kelly Povo, Pauline Oo and 
Michelle Wright will hold their annual 
Holiday Sale from 4-7 p.m. Friday and 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, December 6 and 7, at 
1896 Saunders Ave. (enter from the alley). 
Glass and wood ornaments, stone jewelry, 
photography, books and other items will be 
available.

“Our Home: Native Minnesota,” a new 
2,700-square-foot gallery that tells the stories 
of the Dakota and Ojibwe people and their 
deep connection to and enduring presence 
in Minnesota, will open with a free Family 
Day from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, December 
7, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 

W. Kellogg Blvd. The multi-media exhibit 
uses maps, artifacts and historical and 
contemporary photographs to illustrate the 
culture and way of life of the Dakota and 
Ojibwe. Family Day will include live music, 
hoop dance performances, demonstrations 
of birch bark art and such traditional games 
as kansu, kutepi, tasiha and cankawacipi. For 
more information, call 651-259-3000. 

Family
Annie Jr., the heartwarming musical about 
a spunky child who at age 11 moves from 
the hard-knock life of the orphanage to the 
world of billionaire Oliver Warbucks, is being 
staged afternoons and evenings through 
December 22 at SteppingStone Theatre, 55 
N. Victoria St. The hour-long show is filled 
with radiant melodies and dance moves from 
the 1930s. Tickets start at $14. Call 651-225-
9265 ext. 212.

Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., 
is offering Nature Smart, a trading post 
in natural science, at 4 p.m. Wednesdays; 
Createch, high-tech fun for teenagers, 3:30 
p.m. Thursdays; Yarn Night for all ages and 
abilities, 6:15 p.m. Thursday, December 5; 
an art workshop for preschoolers, 11 a.m. 
Saturday, December 7; Children’s Storytime, 
11 a.m. Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Mondays; 
Amharic storytime, 6 p.m. Tuesdays; Baby 
Storytime, 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays; 
and a workshop on pop-up books, 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 17. Call 651-695-3700.

When a brick is thrown at a menorah 
placed in a child’s window, leaders of all 
faiths come together to spread a message of 
tolerance in Hanukkah Lights in the Big Sky, 
a play by Buffy Sedlacek that is playing from 
December 6-22 on the Minnesota Jewish 
Theatre Company’s stage at the Highland 
Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
Revised for audiences ages 6 and up, the 
play is told through the eyes of two children. 
Show times are 9:45 and 11:45 a.m. on week­
days through December 22 and also at 1 and 
3:30 p.m. Sunday, December 15, and 1 p.m. 
Sunday, December 22. Tickets are $20. For 
reservations, call 651-647-4315.

The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus, 
a stage adaptation of the story by L. Frank 
Baum, will be performed from December 
6-14 by Classics Lost ’n’ Found Theater. 
Directed by Steven LaVigne, the drama tells 
of Ak the woodman and Queen Zurline who 
welcome an abandoned child named Claus 
who is raised to respect nature and honor 
children. Show times are 7 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and also at 2 p.m. December 14 
at Lake Nokomis Presbyterian Church, 17th 
Avenue and 46th Street in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $10, $8 for seniors and students, 
$5 for children under age 12, $20 for a family 
of four and $25 for a family of five plus. Call 
612-724-4539.

“Night Trains” has returned from 6-9 p.m. 
Saturdays, now through February, at the 
Twin City Model Railroad Museum, 668 
Transfer Road, Suite 8. This holiday tradition 
turns the museum into a winter wonderland 
with the miniature villages buried in 
snow and the shops, streets and vintage 
passenger trains aglow in holiday lighting 
and decorations. Santa will appear at the 
museum on December 14 and 21. Admission 
is $15, free for children age 4 and under. Visit 
tcmrm.org or call 651-647-9628.

Come for a photo with Santa and stay for 
games and to make a gift for a loved one 
at Santa’s Workshop between 1 and 3 p.m. 
Sunday, December 15, at Landmark Center. 
Admission is free and open to all.

Intergenerational Story Hour for children 
of all ages will be held at 10:30 a.m. Tues­
day, December 17, in the Community Room 
of Building 19 at the Minnesota Veterans 
Home, 5101 Minnehaha Ave. S. in Minne­
apolis. Resident veterans will read books 
and lead the children in song in the first half 
hour. Playtime and craft activities with a 
recreational therapist will follow. Admission 
is free and open to all. Call 612-548-5751.

Like us on

arthurwilliamsoptical.com

Highland Park • 772 Cleveland Avenue S. |  St. Paul, MN 55116 • 651-224-2883

*Sale applies to Complete Pairs of Prescription Eyewear – Frame and Lenses. No other discounts apply, no 
refunds on previous orders, cannot be combined with insurance benefits. Offer is for one day only 12/7/19.

Representatives from our featured frame lines will be on hand with hundreds of
new frame styles to help you choose the frame that is best for you.

Don’t forget to use your flexible spending money before it expires!
Don’t forget to schedule an eye exam with our own Dr. Matt Anderson.

50% OFF50% OFF
Frames Sale*

ONE DAY 
ONLY!

Saturday, December 7  9-5pm

Catch The Gingerbread Man.  Run, run as fast as you can. The Ginger-
bread Man, aka Super-Cookie, will be performed by the Loki Puppet Players at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, December 7, 10 a.m. Thursday, December 12, 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 16, 
and 10 a.m. Friday, December 27, on the historic Jemne puppet stage at Latimer Library, 
90 W. Fourth St. Admission is free. Call 651-266-7034 or visit sppl.org.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Putting UST move 
in perspective

It has been six months since the Minnesota Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (MIAC)  formally handed the 
University of St. Thomas its walking papers. The Tommies 

must leave the conference by the end of the 2020-21 season. 
Before then, UST athletic director Phil Esten will need 

to find his teams a new home. The Tommies have already 
announced their desire to vault into the world of Division I 
athletics. For that first-of-its-kind request to be honored, the 
NCAA would have to grant a waiver from the usual 10-year 
waiting period. If that doesn’t work, there’s always Division 
II. A sideways move to a different league in Division III is 
considered unlikely.

If Esten needs some help with stepping up a class, he 
doesn’t have to look very far for guidance. In fact, it could 
come from a UST alum who works a short distance away at 
a similarly named educational institution that got its start on 
the UST campus.

Dan O’Brien, who played football for the Tommies, is 
currently the athletic director and head football coach at 
St. Thomas Academy. Twenty years ago, he faced a similar 
dilemma to what Esten is dealing with now. O’Brien was the 
AD and football coach at Concordia University when it made 
the jump from the smallish world of the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics to become a Division II school in 
the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC). 

The Comets became the Golden Bears and traded in games 
against Crown and Mayville State to take on Minnesota-
Duluth, Winona State, Southwest Minnesota State and a host 
of schools who were only too happy—at first—to have them.

“There’s really no road map for such a move,” O’Brien 
recalled. “Fortunately, I got help from guys like Butch 
Raymond (then NSIC commissioner). I visited North Dakota 
and North Dakota State (Division II schools at the time) 
because I wanted to see what the top schools looked like.”

It was an eye-opening experience for O’Brien to see those 
schools’ facilities and budgets. “At some point, I wondered if it 
was possible for us to do this,” he admitted. 

But the deal was done and Concordia plunged headfirst 
into a whole new world. Scholarship decisions had to be 
made. The Golden Bears needed to forge new relationships 
for nonconference games, including ones with schools that 
likely had never even heard of them before. 

There were staffing and budget issues to consider as 
well. Concordia went from a part-time to a full-time sports 
information director. In its Division III days, the school’s 
head coaches also handled recruiting, scheduling, etc. Some 
of those duties were now delegated to assistant coaches, 
whose numbers grew as well. 

O’Brien, who went 5-5 in his first year as head football 
coach at Concordia, discovered quickly how difficult—and 
busy—life could be by moving up a level. The Golden Bears 
had a spectacular start in the NSIC, knocking off Minnesota-
Duluth in their first football game. However, that turned out 
to be the highlight of a 2-8 season. At the end of the year, 
O’Brien surrendered his head coaching duties to concentrate 
on overseeing the change in Concordia’s athletic world.

Esten doesn’t have to worry about that because he doesn’t 
coach a sport at UST. However, he may well have to deal with 
an issue that O’Brien had to tackle head on. 

Concordia had made one major coaching change 
before the move, bringing in Mark McKenzie to take over 
the baseball program. The rest of the head coaches were 
holdovers. “Some of our coaches didn’t want to—or didn’t 
know how to—do what needed to be done to be successful at 
the Division II level,” O’Brien said. 

The result was a series of coaching moves in the second 
year that totally changed the athletic culture of the school. 
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By Dave Wright

There was a time when 
the same guys played 
hockey together from 

peewees to bantams to junior 
varsity to varsity.

While that may still be true 
in places like Roseau and 
Cloquet, it’s not the case for 
local boys’ hockey players. 
Most local high school hock-
ey teams are now a mish-
mash of players from differ-
ent youth hockey programs. 
As St. Paul Academy coach 
Eddie Wynne noted, “It takes 
a while for players to adjust.”

However, when practices 
started on November 11 for 
high school boys’ hockey, 
coaches spent less time on in-
troductions and got to work 
earlier than in the past because there’s 
now a summer period when players can 
skate together. 

“June and July are important,” said 
Cretin-Derham Hall coach Matt Funk. 
“In addition to playing together, they get 
to work with their coaches.” 

Last season, Minnehaha Academy 
coach Josh Hoekstra’s team also includ-
ed students from DeLaSalle. This winter, 
North St. Paul has been added, bringing 
in a dozen skaters who needed to learn a 
new system. “The summer really helped 
us in that regard,” Hoekstra said. “The 
transition has been smooth.”

Here’s a look at the local  teams as they 
lace up their skates for another season:

cretin-derham hall
League: Suburban East
Last year’s record: 16-9-1
Coach: Matt Funk

Key players: senior forwards Matt Glea-
son and Jack Nei, junior forward Chuck 

Altier,  senior defenseman Preston The-
lemann.

Outlook: CDH has speed and offensive 
firepower led by Colorado College re-
cruit Gleason. Still, the team is young, 
with four freshman and eight sopho-
mores. Funk had 65 players try out for 
the team this season and he likes their 
depth and competitiveness.

henry sibley
League: Metro East
Last year’s record: 7-18-1
Coach: Ted Cheesebrough

Key players: senior defenseman Mi-
chael Scherer, senior forwards Nate Pace 
and Jackson Rohleder.

Outlook: Sibley has a strong work ethic 
and “commitment to the cause,” accord-
ing to Cheesebrough, who is in his first 
season with the Warriors. “We’ll need 
gritty goaltending, exceptional defense 
and we’ll have to score some ugly goals,” 
he said. “We’re definitely a working-class 

team.” Sibley’s numbers are up, which is 
a good sign. 

highland park-central
League: Two Rivers
Last year’s record: 5-18-0
Coach: Mark Prokop

Key players: senior forwards Sam Bell, 
Lance Nayman and Christian Landon, 
sophomore forward Javier Hamlin. 

Outlook: Highland-Central has solid 
senior leadership, particularly on of-
fense. The Scots had six sophomores 
and two freshmen in the lineup last year. 
Prokop is hoping the experience they 
gained and the leadership of his senior 
forwards will lead to greater success this 
season. “We need to do better offen-
sively this year,” he said. Sammy Boor, a 
junior forward from Hill-Murray, may 
help in that regard. With 32 skaters, the 
numbers are also up for the Scots.

Prep hockey previews
Boys’ teams find more time to hone their skills

Girls know the score when it comes to offense  
By Brian Johnson

The five local high school girls’ 
hockey teams combined to score 
361 goals last season, some of 

them better than others to be sure. 
Style matters, perhaps, when it comes 

to pleasing the fans. But in the end, the 
red light is just as bright whether the goal 
results from a mad scrum in front of the 
net or from stick-handling maneuvers a 
la Hall of Famer Natalie Darwitz. 

That reality isn’t lost on local girls’ 
hockey coaches, who recently talked 
about what they like to see from players 
in the offensive zone. 

St. Paul/Sibley coach Allie Duellman 
said she appreciates players who can “get 
to the net, grit-and-grind, get the loose 
puck and get a shot off quickly.” Good 
decision-making and vision are also im-
portant, she said.

Sarma Ozmen, coach of the Minne-
apolis Novas, said a gifted scorer “sees 
the ice well and has patience with the 

puck.” She knows when to hang onto it, 
when to pass and when to shoot. “Some 
kids just have a knack for scoring,” she 
said. 

A good offensive player should be 
able to pounce when the opportunity 
presents itself, said Cretin-Derham Hall 
coach Brooke White-Lancette. The abil-
ity to “drive to the net and get into tough 
areas” is a big plus, she said. 

For its part, St. Paul United expects 
to torment opposing goalies this year 
with the return of leading scorer and 
four-year letter winner Jenna Hoops. 
She scored 15 goals in 25 regular-season 
games last season. 

Players with a knack for scoring tend 
to be creative around the net, and that 
can energize the entire team, said United 
coach Mark Johnson. “We want those 
players that generate excitement and 
create energy,” he said.

Here’s a look at the local girls’ teams 
as they take aim for the back of the net 
this season:

Cretin-Derham Hall 
League: Suburban East
Last year’s record: 12-12-1
Coach: Brooke White-Lancette

Key players: senior forwards Stella 
Dolan, Olivia Garrity and Kiera Ryan, 
senior defender Cece Ziegler. 

Outlook: CDH has a nice mix of veter-
ans and young talent this year. However, 
the team lost some offensive clout with 
the graduation of its leading scorer. The 
Raiders should be in the mix again, after 
finishing third in the conference last sea-
son behind Forest Lake and East Ridge. 
“We’re a team that plays with pride, 
speed and grit,” coach White-Lancette 
said. 

minneapolis
(Minneapolis Public Schools)

League: Metro West
Last year’s record: 14-9-1
Coach: Sarma Ozmen

Spartans Quinn Appert (22) and Duncan Fleming (10) battle for the puck in front of the 
Eagles’ net in a 4-2 win over Bloomington Kennedy on November 23. Photo by Brad Stauffer

boys’ hockey c28
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Geoff Carlston was brought in as head volleyball coach. 
Carlston, now the head coach at Ohio State, totally uprooted 
the personnel, brought in a pair of accomplished assistants 
in Brady Starkey and Becky Egan, and turned the program 
into one of the top teams in Division II with nine NCAA 
championships in the past 12 years.

Paul Fessler took over women’s basketball at Concordia and 
doubled its victory total in his first year on the job. He went 
on to make 10 NCAA tournament appearances while there. 
Fessler is now an assistant coach at Division I Bradley. 

Those personnel moves required letting coaches go 
who had been on the job for quite a while. There were also 
coaching changes in soccer and men’s basketball.

Colleges can be like small cities. Every move, even if most 
folks agree is the right one, can raise eyebrows. People will get 
over it because they must, but it doesn’t mean they have to like it.

O’Brien didn’t have to face some of the problems Esten will 
if the Tommies step up in class. At the time of their move, 
Concordia didn’t have golf, swimming, hockey or tennis 
teams. (It started competing in golf in 2015 and will begin 
competing in swimming next year, but it still doesn’t have the 
latter two sports.) 

At many schools, football is the straw that stirs the drink. 
That certainly is the case at UST. Interestingly enough, 
football, which clearly played a major role in the Tommies’ 
falling out with the MIAC, missed the NCAA Division III 
playoffs for the second year in a row this fall despite tying 
for first in the conference and finishing 8-2 overall. A loss to 
unranked Wisconsin-Eau Claire did them in.

If they go Division I, the Tommies appear to be headed 
to the Summit League for many sports. But that conference 
doesn’t have football or hockey. The Pioneer League seems 
like a possible home for football. The Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association seems the logical landing place 

for hockey. In all cases, UST’s travel budget will go up 
considerably.

A move to Division I could make for some tough choices. 
Does Esten want to offer athletic scholarships for sports like 
golf and tennis that bring in no revenue? Are UST’s current 
facilities for football, soccer, baseball and hockey (the latter is 
played at STA) acceptable to their new opponents? Division I 
schools usually look for advertising revenue. In the crowded 
Twin Cities sports market, that may take some time to find 
and will likely require some talented salespeople to close the 
deals.

Esten came to UST from Penn State so he knows how 
much work and money it will likely take to elevate the 
Tommies to a new level. Success might take a while, so 
patience will be required. “But it doesn’t take long to adjust,” 
O’Brien said. “You have no choice.”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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Minneapolis
League: Independent
Last year’s record: 10-14-3
Coach: Joe Dziedzic

Key players: senior forwards Ben Murray 
and Sam Pearson, senior defenseman Jackson 
Schueller, junior defenseman Frank Lindgren.

Outlook: Minneapolis has good senior lead-
ership. The team is a combination of players 
from the Minneapolis Public Schools, and 
getting them all on the same page is one of 
the challenges for Dziedzic. “We lost a lot of 
games last season where we were within a goal 
near the end,” he said. “If we can find some of-
fense, we can get over .500 this year.”

minnehaha academy
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 3-23-1
Coach: Josh Hoekstra

Key players: senior forwards Jake McClena-
han and Hunter Greshowak, junior forwards 
Connor Nelson and A.J. Beugen.

Outlook: Minnehaha has size and depth. 
The biggest news was this summer’s merger 
with North St. Paul. Hoekstra will mix in a 
dozen Polars along with last year’s returnees 
and a handful of players from DeLaSalle, 
giving Minnehaha a full varsity and junior  
varsity roster. “They’ve jelled better than I 
expected,” Hoekstra said. The new influx of 
personnel moves Minnehaha up to Class AA 
this year.

st. paul academy
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 15-13-1
Coach: Eddie Wynne

Key players: senior defensemen Jake Hosszu, 
Michael Bagnoli and Will Rathmanner, se-
nior goalie Thomas Kuriscak.

Outlook: SPA, which is a co-op team with 
Nova Academy and four other high schools, 
started the year with a veteran defensive corps 
and a senior goalie. Wynne acknowledged 
that the team will lean on them in the early 
going as the players look to find their scor-
ing punch. “The goal is to be strong by play-
off time,” he said. That certainly was the case 
last year when SPA started the season 1-5 but 
then caught fire and went on to win two sec-
tion playoff games.

st. thomas academy
League: Metro East
Last year’s record: 25-5-1
Coach: Trent Eigner

Key players: senior defensemen Andrew Bo-
emer and McClain Beaudette, junior forwards 
Jackson Hallum and Jarod Wright.

Outlook: STA, which has gone to the Class 
AA state hockey tournament for four of the 
last five years, has speed and experience on 
the blue line. Eigner takes over as head coach 
after several years at Lakeville North. “This is 
different for me to navigate. There have been 
some adjustments made at both ends,” he 
said. The bigger task is replacing 12 seniors 
and working with goalies who have little var-
sity experience. As usual, the Cadets have a 
loaded schedule.

Key players: freshman forward 
Maddy Helmstetter, junior defender 
Julia Stevens.

Outlook: Minneapolis has an ex-
perienced senior class that will help 
lead the younger talent coming up. 
Overall, the Novas put a creative 
and hard-working squad on the 
ice. However, half of the team is in 
eighth or ninth grade, so the players 
may need time to step up to the var-
sity level. Coach Ozmen is eager to 
see what the team can do. “With the 
mix of good senior leadership and 
young talent, it’ll be fun to see how 
the season rolls out,” she said. 

minnehaha united
(Minnehaha, St. Agnes,  

DeLaSalle, Gentry Academy,  
Providence Academy) 

League: IMAC
Last year’s record: 14-11

Coach: Dan Berthiaume

Key players: senior defender Lucy 
Lyngen, sophomore forward Ava 
Wasserman, senior forward Han-
nah Schommer, junior defenders 
Emma Barborak and Emma Bet-
tencourt.

Outlook: Minnehaha has some of-
fensive punch with the return of top 
scorers Wasserman (21 goals last 
season) and Schommer (16). Still, 
the team graduated three defend-
ers who combined for 84 points last 
winter. Blake, Breck and St. Paul 
United are the teams to beat in the 
IMAC. Minnehaha will need play-
ers to “step up and play well in dif-
ferent roles if we’re to put together a 
third consecutive winning season,” 
said coach Berthiaume. 

st. paul/Sibley riveters
(St. Paul Public Schools,  

Henry Sibley) 
League: Metro East

Last year’s record: 4-19-1
Coach: Allie Duellman

Key players: senior goalie Veron-
ica Morse, senior forward Emma 
Nagel, sophomore forward Solvei 
Berg-Messarole, senior defender 
Madeline Knoll, senior forward 
Ruby Lanoux.

Outlook: With good depth on of-
fense, the Riveters look to take their 
scoring to another level this season. 
The team will need to stay focused 
on the defensive end and reduce 
opponents’ shots on goal. Entering 
their second season as a co-op of 
students from Henry Sibley and the 
St. Paul Public Schools, the Riveters 
look to crank their game up a notch.

st. paul united
(St. Paul Academy, Visitation)

League: IMAC
Last year’s record: 14-11
Coach: Mark Johnson

Key players: senior forwards 
Jenna Hoops, Sophia Hoppe and 
Sammie Sabin, junior forward 
Hannah Allen, senior defender  
Meredith Killian. 

Outlook:  St. Paul United boasts 

a solid group of seniors with big-
game experience. However, low 
numbers on the bench may prove 
to be a challenge. The team aspires 
to advance to the section finals—a 
goal that’s within reach if the players 
stay healthy, coach Johnson said.

Riveter Solvei Berg-Messerole (10) slaps in a rebound while team-
mates Emma Nagel (14 at far left) and Holly Ball (16) observe in a 5-3 
win over St. Francis/North Branch on November 12. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Cadets, Wolfpack just miss winning state football crowns
By Bill Wagner

St. Thomas Academy went into the Class 
AAAAA state championship football 
game on November 30 at U.S. Bank Sta-

dium hoping that the second time it played 
Chaska this season would be the charm.

It wasn’t. Chaska (12-1) defeated the Cadets 
(11-2) for the second time this year to win the 
state title. The result was especially vexing for 
STA, which finished second at state last year 
and held a 7-3 lead this year with only 2:53 
left to play. But with their backs to the wall, 
the Hawks mounted an 80-yard drive ending 
with a 1-yard touchdown run to win 10-7.

STA coach Dan O’Brien stood by his squad 
in the face of the tough defeat. The Cadets 
had gotten a 19-yard scamper from freshman 
Love Adebayo to ignite a drive late in the first 
half that was capped off by a 1-yard sneak 
from junior quarterback Baker Reding. The 
score put the Cadets up 7-3. 

STA’s defense had given Chaska almost 
nothing up to that point and that remained so 

until the Hawks launched their only success-
ful drive all night.

“There’s nothing that we’d do differently,” 
O’Brien said about the Cadets’ defensive strat-
egy. “They made a couple of great plays.”

STA looked to have the Hawks on the ropes 
twice during that game-winning march—
once on third-and-12 and again on fourth-
and-10. Chaska converted on one of them 
and stayed alive on the other as the result of a 
pass interference call on STA.

“Our kids played all the way through it,” 
O’Brien said. “I told them afterward that I was 
proud of them. We knew it would be a tough 
battle going in. Of course we would’ve liked to 
score more than the seven points.”

A key turning point in the game came in 
the third quarter, when the Cadets drove 
down the field for more than seven minutes 
on 12 plays, but came up empty when junior 
running back Danny McFadden was stopped 
for a loss on fourth-and-4. 

The Cadets turned in two outstanding play-
off games to make it to the Prep Bowl. They 

defeated Owatonna 21-0 in the first round of 
state to end that school’s 29-game winning 
streak, and then pummeled Elk River 53-16 in 
a game that many gave the Cadets no chance 
to win. The Elk River game was so one- 
sided that it was played on running time in 
the fourth quarter.

SMB loses in overtime
It certainly looked as if the SMB Wolfpack, 

a cooperative of St. Paul Academy, Minneha-
ha Academy and Blake, would be able to suc-
cessfully defend its Class AAAA state football 
title. However, Rocori rallied for a 22-21 over-
time victory in the final on November 29 at 
U.S. Bank Stadium. It was the first overtime 
Prep Bowl game since 2014.

SMB (12-1) looked to have all the pieces in 
place for a second title in only its second trip 
to state. Senior quarterback Jalen Suggs broke 
a 14-14 tie by throwing a 6-yard touchdown 
pass to senior Terry Lockett to put the Wolf-
pack ahead 21-14. 

Rocori (11-2) came back to score on a 15-

yard touchdown pass. The Spartans went for 
two and connected with a pass that Suggs, 
now playing defensive back, could only get 
his fingertips on.

SMB tight ends coach Joe Protzmann salut-
ed Suggs, who was playing with a knee injury, 
for being a true competitor. “We weren’t even 
sure he’d play in the second half,” Protzmann 
said, “but he wanted to get through it.”

Protzmann said there was plenty to like 
about SMB’s season despite the disappoint-
ing ending. He pointed to how the Wolfpack 
defeated Benilde-St. Margaret’s in the section 
final and Hutchinson in the state semifinals 
during this year’s postseason. 

“Those were two pretty good teams,” said 
Protzmann. “After that, you got the feeling 
that you should probably get the job (of win-
ning state) completed.”

He added that the Wolfpack got everything 
it could from its players, given how many had 
graduated from last year’s title team. “At the 
start of the year, all the coaches were saying that 
it would be an uphill battle to repeat,” he said.
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Classifieds
HOLIDAY SERVICES
CITY SIDEWALKS, BUSY 
SIDEWALKS DRESSED IN 
HOLIDAY STYLE...Holiday ser-
vices, catering, entertain-
ment, seasonal planters, 
decorating, tree lighting? 
Advertise your holiday busi-
ness in the VILLAGER! Call 
651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

FOR SALE
UPGRADE YOUR OFFICE. The 
Villager has several modular of-
fice pieces, filing cabinets and 
other miscellaneous used office 
equipment for sale, all at rea-
sonable prices. Call Craig at 651-
699-1462 for an appointment to 
take a look and make an offer.

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% 
oak, 2-year seasoned; stacked 
solid 4’x8’x16”, $145, unless 
bigger quantity. Call Mark, 320- 
980-1637.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your 
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 
2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, 
advertising, beer memorabilia 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 
612-729-3110. 

BUYING VINYL RECORD and CD 
collections. Top prices paid. 651-
247-4180.

home improvement  
PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small 
painting jobs, wallpaper re-
moval. 612-202-5514. 

HOLIDAY GIFTS
IT’S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO 
FIND A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR 
TREE THESE DAYS! Advertise 
your gift ideas from ice 
skates to home decor, gift 
certificates for spa services, 
favorite restaurants, retail 
stores and so much more 
under the HOLIDAY GIFTS 
special category of the 
VILLAGER! Call 651-699-1462 
o r  se nd  an  emai l  to 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

HANDMADE SIGNS. Custom 
Signs made to order for gifts, 
business, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Use your logo, family 
name, favorite quote… unlim-
ited possibilities. Wood, canvas, 
glass, mirror, chalkboard, etc. 
For more details and a quote, 
send a text to 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

PERSONALIZED TEXTILES. 
Custom designed, small run, t-
shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for 
holiday gifts or any occasion 
you are promoting. For more 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com 

LOCAL TWIN CITIES CBD Store. 
Use Code VILLAGER to Save 
20%. www.SimplyCraftedCBD.
com

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUES
’TIS ALMOST THE SEASON TO 
BE JOLLY! Are you planning a 
holiday boutique, bazaar, 
craft sale or special holiday 
event? Advertise in the 
VILLAGER! Call 651-699-1462 
or email to WantAds@
MyVillager.com

BAKE SALE AND CHRISTMAS 
BOUTIQUE. St. Mark’s Catholic 
Church, Carolyn Hall, 1983 
Dayton Avenue, St. Paul. Friday, 
December 13, 1-5pm; Saturday, 
December 14, 9am-6pm; Sunday, 
December 15, 9am-12pm.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local ref
erences. License #RR155317. 
Insured. Member BBB. Call 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. “Building 
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. Free 
estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

home improvement
STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 30+ years; 
good references. 651-207-2249c. 
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Professional. Reasonable. 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ ex-
perience; painting, wallpaper, 
staining, texturing. Plaster re-
pairs. Fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. 
All types roofing/gutters. Siding, 
windows/skylights. Honesty and 
integrity for 50 years! Family 
owned, operated. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. #BC005456. 
Scott, 612-701-2209.

home improvement
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and col-
umn bases replicated plus other 
woodturning and woodwork-
ing. 612-940-7591 or theturning 
pointwoodworks.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, re-
pair, creation and remodeling. 
Great savings! Call for free con-
sultation. 651-257-4706; www.
youngcastlebathrooms.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, 
toilets, tubs/surrounds, etc. 
Ceramic tile. Basement bath? 
612-275-9815.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free 
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

CARPENTRY-HANDYMAN. 30 
years’ experience. No job too 
small. 651-497-9891.

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, 
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 
651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably 
priced. Licensed, insured. We sell 
boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. 
Paul business since 2004. A+ 
rating with the Minnesota 
Better  Bus iness  Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free es-
timates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from your 
friends at Minnehaha Building 
Maintenance. 651-287-0970.

home serviceS   
GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates, 
651-287-0970.

A L L  A M E R I C A N  O n e 
Construction. #BC635082. 
Licensed/Insured. Snow and 
ice dam removal. Stop leaks. 
Roofing. Total Remodeling: 
Basements to Chimneys. 20% 
Senior Discount. BBB Listed, also 
Angie’s List. Free estimates. Jeff, 
651-285-1937.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581.

ReliableMaintenanceAndRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-
man Services. MN License 
#BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, 
stored junk/debris. Hauling.  
Reasonable .  Frank,  651- 
276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 
1960. 651-699-4022.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-
Grouting, Re-Caulking, Sealing, 
Tile Repair & Restoration. Call 
Alex @ 651-343-0014 or visit 
HohnandHohnRestoration.com

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. 
Free Estimate. 651-214-4959. In 
business since 2002.

J A C K S O N ’ S  H A N D Y M A N 
Services. Get it fixed right! 
Specializing in work for se-
niors. 651-208-5996. SeniorHelp 
TwinCities.com

MISSIONARY HANDYMAN. Pay 
what you can afford. Odd jobs. 
651-491-0639.

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information available at 

www.MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 

5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 

All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
Next Issue: December 18          Deadline: December 11

757 SNELLING AVE S, ST. PAUL, MN 55116
SUBSCRIPTIONS@MYVILLAGER.COM • 651-699-1462

12 MONTHS $38 • 6 MONTHS $25
MAKE PERFECT GIFTS!

VILLAGER SUBSCRIPTIONS

12 MONTHS $38 • 6 MONTHS $25
MAKE PERFECT GIFTS!

VILLAGER SUBSCRIPTIONS
Continued page 30
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Service Directory
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
ROOF SNOW, ice removal and 
snow shovel ing.  GUTTER 
CLEANING. Licensed, insured; 
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter 
Service, 651-699-8900.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional and experienced. 
Protect your roof! Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING. 26 years’ expe-
rience. Toxic-free, organizing, 
“A” rated, Holiday specials, gift 
certificates. 651-329-4741. mbs 
cleaning.com

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality 
Service/Good Pricing. Residential 
and commercial cleaning. 770-
837-1333.

TWO SISTERS Cleaning Service. 
Honest, dedicated and profes-
sional. Commercial/Residential. 
Chelsea & Ruth, 651-447-9084.

ABSOLUTE CLEANING. Personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience, 
references. Anna, 612-261-9835.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, 
troubleshooting, upgrades, 
virus spyware removal, network-
ing wired and wireless, installa-
tion. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-
470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full 
service Mac & PC repair. 474 
Hamline. 651-207-8276.

FRIENDLY 24-YEAR-OLD, with 
two years of college, available 
to help you better understand 
and work with your computer. 
Reasonable rates. Call 651- 
434-8644.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. 
Transcription/Typing/Copy 
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE AND 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, develop-
ment and maintenance. Graphic 
design of logos, flyers, invita-
tions, newsletters, catalogs, bro-
chures, etc. Fast, reasonable and 
local. 25+ years’ experience. For 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

home serviceS   

ODD JOB?? Young man, out of 
college, looking to earn some 
extra money doing odd jobs. If 
it’s a big enough job, I bring my 
Dad along to help. My name’s 
Malone: 651-434-8644.

HANDYMAN SERVICES by 
Merriam Park Painting. Small 
house projects done right! Sash 
cords, torn screens, sticking 
doors, pictures hung and more. 
651-224-3660.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. 
Paul. OUTSTANDING SNOW 
SERVICE. Competitive rates. 
30+ years.Snowplowing, shov-
eling, hauling, salting and 
deicing. Complete hardscap-
ing/landscaping services. Free 
estimates. Licensed. Insured. 
References. phminc@frontier 
net.net or www.MurphysLawn 
AndLandscape.com

THE BEST Residential Snow 
Removal Services. Seasonal 
contracts starting as low as 
$280/month. Bluhm Brothers 
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or 
www.BluhmBrothers.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651-
690-1284.

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL 
CLEAN-UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. 
Lawn Service. Free estimates. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I  can 
help you install. Horticulture 
Degree, U of MN. Certified 
Nursery/Landscape Professional. 
Living Space Landscapes. Scott 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; 
www.LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn 
Care. Hedge trimming. Highland 
resident. Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SNOW SHOVELING. Holiday/
Vacation rates. Snelling-Grand 
area. Jim, 612-202-5514.

FAST, RELIABLE Snow Removal. 
Call 612-244-8188. www.high 
landsnowremoval.com

GIVE the  g i f t  of  SNOW 
REMOVAL!!! Professional, in-
sured, and affordable, seasonal 
snow removal. Free estimate, 
James #612-223-4137.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

                                                  
Don Rhoades Electric                                                  

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
39 years exp. -  free estimates
 612-386-7366 lic# EA000530

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping“ Providing Effective 

Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

 Wet Basement?
Call Andrew - Free Estimates

651-587-0015
Dry Basement Guys LLC

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975
Free Estimates  •  Licensed & Insured
                                                        MN License #BC515019

Sullivan
Construction Company

Roofing & Siding

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

Plumbing
Repair • Remodel
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

FocusPlumbingServices.com
Mark 651.295.5417  Lic# PM06530

OF  CUS

Continued

651-497-9891

Walls • Ceilings
Floors

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Join the more than

6,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Free estiMates
1 year warranty
angie’s Preferred List

Jack stodola
Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
satisfaction Guaranteed

Mn #003414 PM

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Small EnginE REpaiR
We service most makes and sell nEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395 (651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Quality Craftsmanship Guaranteed!

“We Bring The Showroom To You”
Hardwood Install, Sanding & finishing

Waterproof Luxury Vinyl • Carpet • Laminate
thefinishedfloor.com     651-455-8900

S i n c e  2 0 0 4

GIFT IDEAS
CLOSE TO

 HOME
PAGE

14
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Service Directory
ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen 
at www.johnmischke.com. Call 
651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 
651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. 
Suzuki/Traditional. Classical/
Popular.  Al l  Ages .  Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my 
cozy home...or yours. Trish, 651- 
387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? 
Excellent Service. Call/Text 
Torger, 651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered 
piano tuner/technician. See 
website for coupon. 651- 
644-3111.

PET CARE/SERVICES
NEED SOMEONE to sit/care for 
your cat while you’re away? 
Caring and responsible. Summit, 
Grand, Highland areas. Sitting 
options available. References 
available. 612-394-8931.

HEALTH & FITNESS
100% ALL NATURAL CBD 
PRODUCTS. HempWorx prod-
ucts are made from industrial 
hemp plants grown on American 
farms. Makes a great gift! www.
HempWorx.com/RF

NIELS HEALS ON WHEELS in your 
home or in relaxing setting in 
Highland. Packages and sliding 
scale. Certified. 612-306-7515

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hos-
p i c e .  C e r t i f i e d / I n s u r e d . 
References. WE CAN HELP. 651-
757-5448.

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 
(CNA)/Former Teacher Assistant. 
Looking to provide occasional 
care for seniors, adults and chil-
dren in your home. (BLS). CPR 
first aid certification. Ann, 651-
331-0844.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN 
YOUR HOME BY A PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST. Call Heidi for consul-
tation at 651-659-9527. Women 
only.

sewing/tailoring
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117. 
HighlandTailors.com

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising which is 
in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM 
Apartment Homes available in 
the Highland Park and Crocus 
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111 
today for rental information on 
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent 
Management Corp. 

for rent - residential
G R A N D  AV E N U E  1 8 6 0 . 
Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
$1600 plus heat/electric. No 
smoking/pets. 651-699-8900.

WEINBERG APARTMENTS is ac-
cepting waitlist applications for 
affordable housing near down-
town Saint Paul! We offer 45 
low income 1-bedroom inde-
pendent apartments for adults 
62 years plus. Part of the Shaller 
Family Sholom Home East 
Campus in Saint Paul, our HUD-
supported senior apartments 
offer access to many services 
and amenities with the privacy 
and peace of mind you deserve! 
Call 651-925-8000 or email at 
cbarkdull@sholom.com to get 
an application. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

for rent - COMMERCIAL
*OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL 

OFFICE SUITE AVAILABLE*
241 S. Cleveland Ave. (Southwest 
corner of Cleveland & St. Clair). 
200 square feet-Single Office 
Suite with exterior window. 
Waiting area for clients. New 
carpet/paint throughout com-
mon areas and Suite. Off-Street 
Parking. Breakroom within 
building. Call Frank @ 612-
708-4117 for an immediate re-
sponse. Or email me at ffrench@
midcontinentmgmt.com

LEGAL NOTICES-PROBATE
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No. 62-PR-19-927 
Estate of Irene D-ette Henderson, 
Decedent
It is Ordered and Notice is given that 
on January 14, 2020, at 9:00 a.m., a 
hearing will be held in this Court at 
15 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, MN, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the Decedent dated, August 
11, 2017, (“Will”), and for the ap-
pointment of Penny Liljedahl, whose 
address is 431 Brainerd Ave., St. Paul, 
MN, 55130 as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of the Decedent in 
an UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must 
be filed with the Court prior to or 
raised at the hearing. If proper and 
if no objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative will be 
appointed with full power to admin-
ister the Estate including the power 
to collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to 
sell real and personal property, and 
to do all necessary acts for the Estate.  
Notice is also given that (subject to 
Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having claims 
against the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after 
the date of this Notice or the claims 
will be barred.
Dated: November 27, 2019 
Signed: Kimberly Smith 
Deputy Court Administrator 
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Patricia J. Stotzheim 
Stotzheim Law Office & Mediation, 
LLC 
287 E. 6th St., Ste. 225 St. Paul, MN, 
55101 
Attorney License No: 0387054 
Telephone: (651) 917-5343 
FAX: (651) 204-1137 
Email: Patty@Stotzheimlaw.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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651699-8900
Mobile 651 398-9629

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

New CoNstruCtioN 
baths, basements and more…

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TMHELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for 

both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103
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Roger’s 
Tree Service
Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Certified Arborist

651-699-7022 
Cell: 612-414-9241

www.rogertree.com

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Click through our
classifieds at 

MyVillager.com

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

Roof snow Removal
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

vB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

We Now Accept

 Legal Notices!

651-699-1462

Call us for details.
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Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SuE JoHnSon
651-329-1264

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

riCHArD bErGEr
651-282-9649

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LinDA WArnEr
651-983-4863

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYWELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

79 Western Ave #203
This 2BR, 2BA condo features a spacious 
master BR suite with private master BA and 
walk in closet, in unit laundry with washer 
& dryer and heated under-
ground parking. You will love 
the premier location, close to 
charming shops of Grand Ave.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $249,000

570 LAureL Ave tripLex
Rare Opportunity to own a rehabbed Triplex 
in St Paul’s historic Hill District. Remodeled 
as three handsome condo units. First and 
second floor have two bed-
rooms and one bath. Third floor 
is the remodeled attic with one 
bedroom and one bath.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $665,900

2085 Jefferson
Mac Groveland home is on the bike route w/3BR, 
3BA, dbl garage, hdwd firs, natural wdwrk, FP, 
modern light fixtures. Large patio in a lush garden 
setting. Walking distance to the 
river, less than 5 minute drive to 
Whole foods, Lunds & Byerlys, 
Highland shopping center.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $450,000

438 portLAnd Ave #6
Fabulous Ramsey Hill condo has been com-
pletely renovated top to bottom. Cooks kitchen 
with Viking Stove and dishwasher, custom cabi-
nets and counter tops. 2 new 
bathrooms. All new electrical and 
plumbing, refinished hardwood floors, 
air conditioning, garage parking.

SArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $548,500

GrAnd entertAininG spAces!    
Classic home of North Oaks has traditional style 
along with all the comfort of modern day living. 
Incredible architectural details throughout. Bedrooms 
include large walk-in closets & 
ensuite baths. Move in and enjoy!
www.ClassicNorthOaks.com

KriStA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,250,000

portLAnd Avenue JeWeL!     
Welcome to this charming 5BR home 
in a spectacular location on a one-way 
block of Portland Avenue. Home fea-
tures an open front porch, 
light filled spaces, and 
pristine exterior.
www.SaintPaulCharmer.com

KriStA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $560,000

Historic AsA pArker House!    
The Asa Parker House is the best of old and 
new in Marine in St. Croix. This well-known 
historic masterpiece was originally built in 
1856 and is a landmark in the 
area and was recently com-
pletely renovated.
www.AsaParker.com

KriStA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,495,000

Just Listed!!!
2156 Charlton Rd: Stunning brick walk 
out rambler situated on a very private 4.26 
acre lot with a pond out the front door 
and a pool out the back. 4 
bedrooms, fabulous kitchen, 
5982 quare feet.     

          Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $1,275,000

AmAzinG!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

cArefree LivinG!!!
4824 53rd St E #518: 2 bedroom, 2 
bath condo with full sized washer/dryer 
conveniently located just off the light rail 
for easy access to down-
town Mpls, airport or Mall of 
America. Newer clean and 
well kept building.

         Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $205,000

premier offer! 
Beautiful ‘20’s 4BR, 3BA 2-story lovingly main-
tained and updated by the same family for over 60 
years! All period charm intact with stunning hrdwd 
flrs, corner cabinets and crown 
moldings, main flr FR and massive 
master suite.  Highly sought after 
Macalester  Groveland location.

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $439,900

neW mAcALester GroveLAnd List! 
Great attention to detail abounds in this 3 
bedroom, 2 bath extraordinary two story. 
Beautiful mahogany woodwork along with 
newer kitchen, baths, lower 
level and idyllic back yard 
gardens and patio. Location, 
location! 1876 Princeton.

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $500,000

QuALity one LeveL LivinG! 
Walkability factor a “10” for this 3BR, 2 BA 
mid-century rambler owned by the same  
family and lovingly maintained for  the last 50 
years. Beautiful hardwoods and 
extremely spacious. LL family 
room with wet bar. 60’ wide lot 
and no alley! 1931 Saunders.

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $329,900

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

1742 sArteLL Avenue
This move-in ready rambler features 
3BR’s, and 2BA’s on large .28 acre lot. 
Recent updates include maintenance- 
free exterior, newer windows,
updated kitchen, brand new
lower level family room carpet,
and new water heater!     

      morAGHAn DeroSiA
         952-486-3697

1314 WAtson 
Surprisingly spacious is this 1940’s 
Cape Cod. Located in demand Highland 
Park, this 4 bedroom, 2 full baths,  
2 car garage home has it all!
Quality updates. Walk to simply
everything! Contact Moraghan
for details.    
      morAGHAn DeroSiA
  952-486-3697 • $379,900 

spAcious, sun-fiLLed condo!    
Enjoy a carefree, easy lifestyle in this spacious 
3BR, 2BA unit in Mendota Heights. Formal dining 
+ breakfast room, owner’s suite, inviting porch over-
looking the inground pool & lush 
grounds. 2 stalls heated parking. 
1850 Eagle Ridge Drive #E206. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $285,000

cHoice tyroL HiLLs!    
Captivating 4BR, 3BA on 1/3 acre of beauty! 
Enjoy gleaming hardwood floors, 2 fireplac-
es, sun-drenched space for entertaining. 
All-new kitchen, formal dining, 
private owner’s suite, walk-out 
lower level. 201 Janalyn Circle. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $575,000

in tHe HeArt of LoWertoWn!    
Exciting 2BR, 2BA corner unit boasts open & 
airy floorplan for comfortable living. Lovely hard-
wood, gorgeous kitchen with granite, breakfast 
bar. Gas fireplace, owner’s suite, 
in-unit laundry, heated garage stall. 
270 - 4th Street E #309. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

tom eDelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $325,000

Home for tHe HoLidAys! 
By combining a customized market-
ing plan with knowledge of the cur-
rent market, we helped these sellers 
achieve success! Let us 
put our knowledge & exper-
tise to work for you, too!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $254,900
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SOLD

1893 st cLAir 
Classic Mac Groveland duplex in prime location.  
Beautiful hardwood floors in both units. Classic dark 
wood trim and built-ins on main floor. Large kitchens 
and separate formal dining rooms. 
Two car garage.  Walk to schools, 
grocery store, restaurants and more!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $419,900

SOLD


