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Sixth Chamber Used Books owner James Williams redistributes some of his merchandise as he
prepares for the March closing of his Grand Avenue store. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

Grand Ave's retail landscape is changing

Several longtime merchants
are squeezed out by rising
costs, new market pressures

By CrAIG LEE

rand Avenue has been one of the Twin
GCities’ premier business districts for de-

cades. Several new restaurants and mixed-
use commercial and residential buildings have
opened along its three-plus miles in just the past
year. However, a closer look at the storefronts
suggests a changing business climate. Several
longtime Grand Avenue businesses have closed
in the recent past or are planning to close in the

next few months. They include Baby Grand, Tra-
ditions Classic Home Furnishings, Bibelot Shop,
Sixth Chamber Used Books, Wild Onion, Grand
Shanghai Express and Axel’s Bonfire.

Their reasons for closing are many, from higher
rents to retirement to a new generation of buyers
and the growing competition of on-line retailers.
Some business owners cited the large property
tax increases of recent years and the higher costs
brought about by city mandates for paid time off
and a $15 minimum wage.

Late last fall St. Paul increased the minimum
wage for nearly all employees in the city to $15 per
hour. It also adopted a 10.5 percent increase in its
property tax levy that, together with a 4.3 percent
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City seeks large
increase in local
government aid

from statein’19

Criminal justice reform,
housing assistance also
sought from Legislature

By JANE MCCLURE

( :riminal justice reform, an increase in
local government aid, more assistance
for affordable housing and for immi-

grants, and the legalization of marijuana top

the city of St. Paul’s legislative agenda for 2019.

The City Council adopted the 10-page agenda

in December in anticipation of the January 8

opening of the Minnesota Legislature’s new

session.

St. Paul’s allocation of local government
aid (LGA) from the state peaked at about $75
million in 2003. Since then, it has remained
flat or been cut to help balance the states
budget. Currently, St. Paul is receiving $65.2
million in LGA per year, or a little over half
of the LGA it received in 2003 when adjusted
for inflation, according to the city’s Office of
Financial Services

Using a complex formula involving tax ca-
pacity, tax rates, population and city needs, St.
Paul should be receiving about $106 million
in LGA in 2019, according to city staff.

St. Paul is not alone in feeling the pinch
from LGA, city officials said. “The Minnesota
Department of Revenue calculated that the
statewide unmet need in the LGA formula for
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Vine Park gives Hmong a taste of craft beer scene

By FRANK Joss1

fixture on the Twin Cities’ home-brewing
Azcene for over two decades, Vine Park
rewing on West Seventh Street has be-
come what is believed to be the first Hmong-
owned brewery in the country. Four Hmong
businessmen were brewing at Vine Park early
last year when they jokingly suggested that they
buy the brewery from longtime owner Andy
Grage. Not long after, the two parties got serious,
and they closed the deal over the summer.
“We enjoy craft beer, and we wanted to in-
troduce craft beer to the Hmong people,” said

60,000 COPIES

Nhiasing Moua. He and fellow Vine Park owners
Tou Thao, Touyer Moua and Fang Jai Thor had
been brewing their own beer at home for over
four years and were working on perfecting 651
Tyga Bite (aka Tsov Tom in Hmong), a premium
ale that had attracted a following among friends
and family.

A friend suggested the group could brew
larger batches at Vine Park and they began mak-
ing sojourns to the brewery and working with
Grage on ways to improve 651 Tyga Bite. When
they suggested buying Vine Park, Grage said he
was willing to sell and had a price in mind. The
Hmong men came back with five pages of ques-

tions, which he answered, and a deal was made.

“It’s a good fit and it feels right,” Grage said.
“I grew up in Duluth, and I didn’t know any
Hmong people or anything about their food or
culture. They've made it easy by treating me as
family and by giving me an opportunity to ex-
perience their culture and food. Its been a great
relationship”

Vine Park was a pioneer in the home-brewing
movement in the Twin Cities. Founded in 1995
by David and Scott Thompson at 242 W. Seventh
St., Vine Park started out as a place where people
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Your house is one of your most valued
investments.

Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and g
you'll get years of low maintenance that .

looks great. / u
At Garlock-French, you'll get skilled roofing =]
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County lobbies state for more assistance

More stable recycling market, more money for
transit studies are also sought from Legislature

By JANE MCcCLURE

r I the Ramsey County Board unani-
mously adopted a 17-page legis-
lative agenda in December sup-

porting efforts to improve the health,

safety and well-being of residents and to
provide new investments in low-income
neighborhoods.

Jennifer O’'Rourke, Ramsey County’s
director of intergovernmental relations,
will be leading the lobbying effort dur-
ing the Minnesota Legislature’s 2019 ses-
sion, which began on January 8.

The county agenda addresses a wide
range of issues in the areas of health and
human services, public safety, criminal
justice and corrections, parks, voting,
mass transit, libraries and public works.

Many of the requests are technical
amendments to existing state laws. Oth-
ers are pleas for changes at the federal
and state level to ease county budgetary

constraints. Still others are for an exten-
sion of state funding for various health
and human services, corrections, public
health and transit programs.

Among the requests are new child
care options for low-income working
families, more funds for people with
disabilities and increased protections for
seniors and vulnerable adults.

The county is calling for more hous-
ing for veterans, low-income or home-
less people, and people with mental
illnesses or disabilities. The county is
working with the Association of Min-
nesota Counties to seek more money for
veterans’ services offices statewide.

The county will also be lobbying for
the statewide coordination of markets
for recyclable materials. “Domestic
and international markets for recycled
materials have been volatile, making it
difficult for counties to reliably move
what they collect to manufacturers,” the

county agenda states. It is also calling
for a new public-private partnership to
promote the local use of recyclable ma-
terials.

Though a bonding bill is not a ma-
jor focus of the 2019 legislative session,
Ramsey County is requesting funding
this year for several capital projects.

The county is seeking $2 million for
continued engineering and environ-
mental studies of the Riverview Corri-
dor transit project, a proposed streetcar
line linking downtown St. Paul to Min-
neapolis-St. Paul International Airport
and the Mall of America in Blooming-
ton. The county is offering to match the
state’s $2 million with $2 million of its
own funds.

The county would also like $2 mil-
lion for continued studies of the 14-mile
Rush Line, a bus rapid transit project
linking St. Paul's Union Depot to the
city’s northeastern suburbs.

The county is also seeking $2.13
million to finance new snow-making
equipment in Battle Creek Park on the
city’s East Side.

Although a new two-year budget is the focus of the Minnesota Legislature’s 2019 session, St. Paul will be lobbying for
$58 million in bonding to replace the RiverCentre parking ramp (above) and the adjacent Kellogg Boulevard bridge.
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2019 is $814.6 million,” the city’s legisla-
tive agenda stated. “However, that fund-
ing is now capped at $534.4 million”

Increasing the state’s allotment of
LGA has been a city priority for many
years. That aid is used to fund city ser-
vices and to hold down property taxes.
At $65.2 million, LGA makes up about
23 percent of St. Pauls general fund
budget. Local property taxes account
for about $156 million of that budget in
2019.

City lobbyists will also be seeking leg-
islative support for other city revenues,
including a continuation of the Twin
Cities area’s fiscal disparities tax base
sharing program and a 1 percent in-
crease in the city lodging tax. The lodg-
ing tax pays for the tourism promotions
of the St. Paul Convention & Visitors
Bureau. It has been in place since 1970
and was last revised in 2004. The tax is 3
percent on hotels and motels with 50 or
fewer rooms and 6 percent on hotels and
motels with more than 50 rooms.

ThaoMee Xiong, St. Paul Mayor Mel-
vin Carter’s director of intergovernmen-
tal relations, described the legislative
agenda as a “values document” for St.
Paul and an extension of the priorities in
the mayor’s proposed 2019 city budget.
The agenda includes many longstanding
requests, such as additional money for
streets, bicycle facilities and parks. It also
reiterates the city’s opposition to any at-
tempts by the Legislature to reduce local
governmental control over such issues
as the minimum wage and employee
benefits such as paid time off.

St. Paul officials created a $10 million
affordable housing trust fund with the
city’s 2019 budget. They hope to invest
a total of $71 million in affordable hous-
ing over the next three years. At the Cap-
itol, the city will be seeking matching

state funds for local housing trust funds,
support for senior housing and housing
to combat long-term homelessness, and
support for the rehabilitation of existing
housing in low- and moderate-income
neighborhoods.

The city will be lobbying for several
public safety initiatives, including back-
ground checks on all gun sales, more
protections for the victims of gun vio-
lence, and greater efforts to combat sex
trafficking.

Noting that nearly 20 percent of St.
Paul residents are foreign-born, the city’s
legislative agenda supports increased
help for immigrants, including more
assistance in obtaining drivers’ licenses,
more interpreters at the polls, and more
help for immigrants who have been con-
victed of a crime in finding employment
and housing.

In the area of criminal justice, the
city is seeking a reduction in the con-
sequences for people who cannot pay
their fines for low-level driving offenses,
offering them alternative dispositions
such as restitution or treatment. The city
is requesting a faster process for restor-
ing felons’ voting rights and additional
resources for first-responders who deal
with people in mental health crises. The
city is also calling for the legalization
of marijuana for recreational use along
with the expungement of nonviolent
marijuana-related drug offenses.

The City Council voted 6-1 in De-
cember to include the legalization of
marijuana for recreational use in the
legislative agenda. Ward 1 City Council
member Dai Thao introduced the reso-
lution. According to him, “the legaliza-
tion of recreational marijuana would
reduce racial disparities, support eco-
nomic growth and improve health solu-
tions”

The Minnesota chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union has reported

that the state spent as much as $69 mil-
lion enforcing marijuana laws in 2010,
Thao stated. Legalizing its use for more
than just medical reasons would further
evidence-based health research, open
new avenues for entrepreneurship and
expand the tax base, he added.

Outgoing City Council member Dan
Bostrom voted against the measure. A
retired police sergeant, he said he is con-
cerned about the impacts marijuana use
would have on impaired driving.

Though a bonding bill is not a major
focus of the Legislature’s 2019 session,
the city is requesting funding this year
for several capital projects. The city is
seeking $48 million to replace the Third
Street/Kellogg Boulevard Bridge be-
tween downtown St. Paul and Dayton’s
Bluff. The bridge, which dates from
1982, has weight limits in place because
of its deteriorated condition.

The city is seeking $58 million to re-
place the RiverCentre parking ramp and
the adjacent Kellogg Boulevard bridge,
according to Xiong. St. Paul spent more
than $2 million in 2018 to repair the
eight-level, 1,600-space parking ramp
after a chunk of ceiling concrete fell on
a vehicle. The parking ramp was closed
for several months while netting was in-
stalled throughout to prevent concrete
from falling.

The city is seeking $3 million for a
new environmental learning center at
Watergate Marina on the Mississippi
River in Highland Park and $600,000 to
complete the Trout Brook/Gateway rec-
reational trail through St. Paul's North
End and East Side into downtown.

The city is also supporting bonding
requests for a new YMCA at the former
Ecolab/360 Osborne building on Waba-
sha Street and $3 million for the renova-
tion of the old Victoria Theatre on Uni-
versity Avenue and Victoria Street.
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Design unveiled for new Dale Street bridge over |-94

By JANE MCCLURE

amsey County Department of Public

Works officials unveiled a new design

n January 9 for the Dale Street bridge

over 1-94 that features 16-foot-wide pedes-

trian plazas on either side and public art com-

memorating the old Rondo neighborhood

that flourished in the area prior to the build-
ing of I-94.

More than 100 people turned out for the
unveiling at Rondo Library to learn about
the design of the bridge and the rebuilding of
Dale Street between University and Iglehart
avenues. The project will take place in 2020—
or three years after the original start date. The
delay gave the county more time to engage
people in the design process, and they were
visibly pleased with the results.

The existing Dale Street bridge was built in
1961 along with the rest of I-94 and renovated
in 1983. It will be demolished in two stages
beginning in January 2020. The plan is to
keep one lane of traffic open in either direc-
tion throughout. The entire project is sched-
uled to be largely completed by the fall of
2020. Ramsey County has received $6 million
in federal funds for the project and provided a
$5 million local match.

Bridge design is about 30 percent complete.
The current bridge has two lanes of traffic in
each direction, limited left-turn space and
five-foot sidewalks. The new bridge will have
16-foot-wide pedestrian plazas on either side,
four-foot shoulders that will be available for

The Dale Street bridge over I-94 (seen from the southwest) will be reconstructed in 2020
with two 16-foot-wide pedestrian plazas and more room for bicycles and cars.

bicycles, two 11-foot traffic lanes in either di-
rection, and 12-foot left-turn lanes.

Dale Street will have medians separat-
ing the lanes of traffic between Carroll and
Concordia avenues and between St. Anthony
and Fuller avenues. Corner bumpouts will be
added on some of the streets that intersect
with Dale Street to improve pedestrian safety.
The northeast corner of Dale and St. Anthony
Avenue will have both a straight sidewalk and
a winding sidewalk to the north to ease the
way for pedestrians who may struggle with
the steep slope. New traffic signals will be
installed with audible instructions for pedes-
trians with visual disabilities and “walk” signs
that give pedestrians a head start in getting
across the street.

Storm sewers will be upgraded to resolve

longstanding problems of water ponding in
the area. Sidewalks and streetlights north and
south of the bridge will be improved. Abut-
ting property owners will not be assessed
for the street work, but they will help pay for
the above-standard street lighting at a rate of
about 86 cents per frontage foot.

The final bridge plans will be submitted to
the Minnesota Department of Transportation
late this summer with a decision anticipated
in September. The contract for construction
will be awarded in November.

People attending the meeting on January 9
generally liked what they saw, especially the
pedestrian improvements and the public art.
The art will have a “We Are Rondo” theme.
It will be created by the team of Mica Anders,
Hawana Sullivan Janzen and G.E. Patterson,

all of whom have worked under acclaimed St.
Paul artist Seitu Jones.

Panels below the bridge will show stylized
maps of Rondo as it looked prior to the build-
ing of I-94. The map design will also be used
on the bridges sidewalk expansion joints.
Panels in the bridge railing will honor the
Rondo neighborhood, as will two large metal
trees, one on each side of the bridge.

The dance steps for the Lindy hop will be
re-created in a leaf pattern on the sidewalk
approach panels. A poem will be embedded
in the sidewalks so that it can be read both
backwards and forward. The words “We Are
Rondo” will appear on the bridge kneewalls in
multiple languages, and the bridge piers will
have embedded concrete designs reflecting
area homes.

Questions were raised at the meeting about
hiring for the project, especially the hiring of
people of color and women. Ramsey County
recently adopted a workforce equity plan,
which will be used in the hiring for the bridge
project, according to county workforce spe-
cialist John O’Phelan.

Ramsey County will be working with
such local agencies as Ujamaa Place and the
YWCA to get more people into building
trades apprenticeship and training programs,
O’Phelan said. These people could be hired
for the reconstruction of Dale Street and other
future projects, he added. Hiring goals will be
announced this summer, but they are expect-
ed to be approximately 30 percent for people
of color and 20 percent for women.
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could bring in their own recipes and produce
larger batches of their favorite brew. Grage
bought Vine Park in 2003, moved it to 1254
W. Seventh St. and continued the home-brew-
ing business while adding wine making facili-
ties and the sale of 64-ounce
growlers of beer to go.

Today, brewers at Vine
Park can choose from
among 60 different recipes
for making a minimum of
six cases (72 bottles) of beer.
Putting the ingredients to-
gether takes less than two
hours. After fermentation,
the brewers return two
weeks later to bottle their
creations.

“When they return, it’s
cold, carbonated and ready to drink,” Grage
said.

The recipe for 651 Tyga Bite is one of Vine
Park’s most popular. Based on a slang term
in Hmong that can be positive or negative,
depending on the situation, Tyga Bite has be-
come a mainstay of celebrations in the Twin
Cities Hmong community, which now num-
bers more than 68,000.

“A light cream ale brewed with rice, Tyga
Bite serves as an introduction for many
Hmong to the craft beer scene,” Moua said.

After some experimentation, Moua and his

Edina Realty.

“For 14 years this
was a mom-and-pop
operation and I was

happy,” Grage said.

“Now I'm working
harder than I have in
years and I'm having

more fun than I've had
in a long time.”

partners believed they had succeeded in im-
proving the beer. They unveiled it at last year’s
Hmong Freedom Festival in Como Park,
and received an overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse. In fact, they ran out.

Without a marketing campaign of any sort,
651 Tyga Bite can now be found in about 20
liquor stores across the
Twin Cities. The beer and
the brewery have gener-
ated interest far beyond
Minnesota’s borders, Moua
said, with inquiries from
Wisconsin, Texas, Okla-
homa, North Carolina and
other states with significant
Hmong populations.

Locally, the beer has be-
come a staple of Hmong
weddings and funerals,
both of which last several
days and involve plenty of food and drink.
Hmong tend to like lighter beers, according to
Moua, and not the hoppy IPAs that dominate
many craft pubs in the Twin Cities.

Tyga Bite “is a clean, crisp, refreshing beer
that’s low in alcohol,” Moua said, and it has
served as a pleasing introduction to Vine
Park’s other craft beers, with more than a
few customers asking to taste the brewery’s
walnut brown ale and other beers available in
growlers.

A simple name change worked wonders for
one of those growler lines. Vine Park’s blond

edinarealty.com

LOVELY DOWNTOWN CONDO!
26 10th St. W. #710 could
*\ be your new home. Walk to all
v { that downtown has to offer. 2
\ ‘7 bedrooms, new kitchen, pri-
" 4l vate balcony, attached park-

- ing. 24 hr security.
Phyllis Salmen 612 750-3478  $148,700

Marcy Wengler 651 238-7434

"’

CLASSIC FOURSQUARE CHARM!

Open House 1/19 from 1-3 pm:

Great opportunity in Crocus Hill,

5 BR, 3BA, 2-car garage. Stun-

ning original details-leaded
lass, natural woodwork, and
uilt-ins!

NEWER CONSTRUCTION!
.| 777 Linwood: New brick
(2003) construction on Prime
Crocus Block. Architect's own
'| home top quality construction,
wonderful character. Master
suite, every amenity.

MaryHardy 612 751-0729

Vine Park
Brewing
owners
Fang Jai
Thor,
Nhiasing
Moua and
Tou Thao
pour their
signature
651Tyga
Bite beer.
Co-owner
Touyer
Moua is
not pic-
tured.
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ale had not been selling well until Grage sug-
gested the owners give it a Hmong name. It
became Poj Laib Blond Ale, taken from the
term for “bad girl” in Hmong.

Only one of the new owners, Thor, works at
the brewery full time along with Grage. Thor
is a former owner of Sushi Sushi in downtown
St. Paul. The other three partners are aero-
space engineers. “We have three engineers
and one artist (Thor), Moua said. “(Thor)
is 28 and moved to the country just six years

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

‘s...‘

Prime Portland Block!

$899,000 Mary Hardy 612 751-0729

$525,000

ago, and now he’s an owner of a brewery”

Thor and Grage brew together daily. It is
Grage’s way of passing on his expertise from
one generation to the next and from one
culture to another.

“For 14 years this was a mom-and-pop op-
eration and I was happy, Grage said. “Now
I've sold Vine Park to these guys and they’re
unique in the brewing world. Now I'm work-
ing harder than I have in years and I'm having
more fun than I've had in a long time”

Highland Park Office

723 S. Cleveland « 651 698-2434

With over ONE MILLION
unique visitors a month,
list your home on the most-used
real estate site in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com

.| 1128 Portland: Handsome 3 t

story stucco home w/deep,
wide lot. Delightful interior,
!| large rooms w/natural light
throughout. 4BR's, 2 baths -

o
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DATE:
TIME:

9 A.M.

NEW ?,/ea/z, NEW ?au,/

Saturday, January 26
- 5 P.M.

FREE and open
to the public!

LOCATION: The long hall and lounge area of the
West Mall/Victoria Crossing building
(867 Grand Avenue)

JOIN: Local businesses and professionals in health, beauty, fashion, food
and wellness will answer your questions and inspire you in the new year to
get healthy, make a change and try something new. Learn new workout
techniques, healthy eating tips, tips on clothing trends, makeovers, and

more!

MAKE A WISH: Stop by the Wishing Tree to make a New Year’s wish for

someone special or even for yourself.

DONATE: Bring gently used contemporary, seasonal career appropriate
apparel, accessories, handbags, shoes and jewelry to donate to
Dress for Success and help women get a fresh start in the new year.

Visit WWW.AGRANDEXPERIENCE.COM for a full directory, outing ideas + more!

REIDELL-ESTEY

AND ASSOCIATES

PRESENTS

1887 Ashland Avenue - Inviting Merriam Park Classic filled
with beautiful woodwork, gleaming wood floors, fireplace,
sun room and large main flr family room. $397,500

555 Summit Ave, #1 - Just listed! Bright and sunny condo
on Historic Summit Ave! Large rooms, 3 baths and beautiful
gardens surround the property. $425,000

2091 Bayard Avenue - Price Reduced! Clean & neutral décor
throughout! 3 large Br's, beautiful woodwork, gleaming wood
flrs, new windows, excellent condition, just needs your style
and pizzaz! $399,900

RE/MAX
RESULTS

www.reidellestey.com
651-696-0855

1879 Marshall Avenue - Step inside you'll be amazed!!
Gorgeous woodwork, bright spacious rooms 3-4 bedrooms.
Wonderful south facing porch, fenced backyard- so much
more- DontletMarshaH stop you'

$374,900

570 Selby Avenue #2 - Stunning condo remodel! Spectac-
ular new kitchen with center island. Open concept- huge
windows-loft style BR Master! $169,900

2196 St. Clair Avenue - River Road neighborhood!
Enchanting 4/5 Br Cape Cod featuring custom kitchen
& family room, B'ful hardwood flrs throughout, CA, and
master ensuite. $674,900

BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.
bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Higher Ground shelters more homeless

BY JANE MCCLURE

atholic Charities of St. Paul and Min-
Cneapolis can add temporary floor mats

to shelter the homeless this winter and
more bunk beds in the future at its Higher
Ground facility at 435 Dorothy Day Place.

The city’s Planning Commission modi-
fied the facility’s conditional use permit on
December 28 to expand its overnight shelter
capacity from 320 to 356. The expansion al-
lows 24 additional floor mats this winter for
an interim capacity of 344. The full capacity
of 356 beds is to be used in 2019-20.

Area agencies were struggling to find more
shelter for the homeless. Higher Ground was
so full this winter that some people had start-
ed camping in its courtyard.

This is the second addition of overnight
beds at Higher Ground, a five-story facility
that opened in early 2017 to replace the old
Dorothy Day Center. It was originally per-
mitted for 278 overnight beds to replace the
270 at Dorothy Day, but that number was in-
creased to 320 in December 2017.

Higher Ground also provides permanent
housing for homeless adults, including 193
single-occupancy rooms. That number is not
changing.

No one appeared at a Zoning Committee
hearing on December 20 to speak against the
request for more overnight beds.

The addition of shelter space is the latest
in a series of actions centered on helping the
city’s homeless. An encampment of home-
less people at the base of Cathedral Hill was
cleared by state and city staff in mid-Novem-
ber. The hope was to relocate more than 30
campers to shelters, but some reportedly said
they would simply set up camp elsewhere.

St. Paul and Ramsey County officials
opened a shelter in early November in the
county’s Government Center East building

at 160 E. Kellogg Blvd. The shelter, which can
house up to 64 people a night, will remain
open through the end of April. It offers lon-
ger hours each day to help the homeless find
housing and other resources.

County officials said the shelter served
about 700 people last winter. Catholic Chari-
ties is staffing the shelter. The $400,000 cost
will be covered by the city, county and philan-
thropic partners.

In early December, the daytime drop-in
shelter Listening House of St. Paul settled a
lawsuit against the city. The nonprofit, which
islocated at 464 Maria Ave. in the basement of
First Lutheran Church, had filed suit last April
objecting to a limit of 20 guests it can serve
each day as part of its conditional use permit.
Listening House typically serves about 100
people a day, providing food, clean clothing
and a place to nap, socialize and wash up.

First Lutheran Church also sued the city
in federal court last year, basing that case on
rights under the First Amendment and the
federal Religious Land Use and Institution-
alized Persons Act. A judge last July blocked
city officials from enforcing restrictions limit-
ing the number of daily visitors and requiring
the posting of a “no trespassing” sign.

The settlement agreed on by Listening
House and the city limits the number of visi-
tors to what is allowed under building oc-
cupancy and fire codes. Listening House has
agreed to several other conditions, including
encouraging guests to leave the area after clos-
ing and providing bus fare as needed, prohib-
iting use of alcohol and controlled substances,
having staff on hand before and after closing,
and calling emergency services when a guest
poses a threat of bodily harm.

Listening House was forced to move after
its longtime Mary Hall home near the old
Dorothy Day Center was displaced by Higher
Ground.

7 ’ \
DRAWlNG & PAINTING LESSONS LEITNER'S |
= 3 Ages 5 to Adult FRESH FLOWERS g\—@

CELEBRATING OUR
25TH YEAR!

651-699-1573
The Art Academy

See examples at theartacademy.nei

Naturally bea
flowers & plants!
Great Prices!
Local Delivery!
945 Randolph Ave. ¢ St. Paul

\__651-291-2655 /

UPCOMING BOOMERS & BEYOND SECTION:

February 13
Reservations due: Thursday, February 7

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

VILLAGER




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019

VILLAGER

PAGE 5

St. Paul is falling behind in effort to eradicate ash borer

;.'—‘,‘

In 10th year, infestation is
spreading faster than city
chainsaws can keep up

By JANE MCCLURE

borer resumes this month with the re-

lease of a new schedule for the removal
and replacement of ash trees on city property
in 2019. This year’s city budget includes $2.54
million for removing and replacing about 588
ash trees in city parks and 1,565 ash trees on
city boulevards. However, it won't be enough
to keep up with the city’s seven-year plan
for eliminating the pesky insects. They are
spreading fast, and the city crews and city
funding cannot keep up.

St. Paul's Department of Parks and Recre-
ation has sent out postcards to property own-
ers who will be losing boulevard ash trees in
front of their homes this year, according to
department spokeswoman Clare Cloyd. The
trees are scheduled to begin coming down on
January 22. More than 1,000 trees have been
targeted in what the city describes as the ini-
tial removal period. However, more could be
coming down as needed.

Highland Park, Summit-University and
the West End are among the St. Paul neigh-
borhoods where trees will be removed this
month. “We just got the postcards, and all of
our trees are going to be cut down,” said local
resident Peg Corneille, referring to Hartford
Avenue between Davern Street and Snelling
Avenue. Corneille and her neighbors had
hoped to pay for the chemical treatment of
their boulevard ash trees themselves, she said,
but now fear they are too late.

Corneille asked the Highland District
Council on January 3 to see whether any of

St. Paul’s battle against the emerald ash

=

St. Paul city forester Rachel Coyle holds a vial of emerald ash borer larvae above the limb
of an ash tree scarred by the critters as they tunneled under its bark. proto 8v BrRAD STAUFFER

the boulevard ash trees could be saved. HDC
members and staff said they would ask city
staff if anything can be done.

Boulevard ash trees are also slated for re-
moval along Ford and Highland parkways,
Bohland and Scheffer avenues, Maynard
Drive and Edgcumbe Road in Highland Park.
Other city blocks that will be losing ash trees
this year are in the areas of Fisk Street and
Iglehart and Carroll avenues in Summit-Uni-
versity and Palace Avenue in the West End.

Emerald ash borer larvae kill ash trees by
tunneling under their bark and feeding on
their circulatory system. According to the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, the
insects have been found in 35 states around
the country and in 17 Minnesota counties.
Minnesota is highly susceptible to the pests,
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according to state officials. It has about 1 bil-
lion ash trees, the most of any state in the na-
tion.

Chemical treatments and even stingless
wasps have been tried to slow the emerald ash
borers’ spread in St. Paul since 2009 when the
first emerald ash borers in Minnesota were
discovered in South St. Anthony Park. The
city has lost close to 11,000 boulevard ash
trees and 1,600 parks ash trees since then,
leaving almost 15,600 ash trees on city bou-
levards and more than 8,400 ash trees in city
parks.

St. Paul officials have had mixed results in
seeking the state’s help in fighting the infesta-
tion, and the rising cost of removing and re-
placing diseased ash trees has become a grow-
ing concern.

Forestry experts have learned from experi-
ence that the spread of the ash borer tends to
accelerate about 10 years after it is first dis-
covered in an area. And as the emerald ash
borer spreads across Minnesota, competition
for state funding is expected to increase. Min-
neapolis recently instituted a special property
tax levy for its ash tree removal and replanting
program.

St. Paul officials are hoping to eradicate the
ash borer by 2024, but that will require a great
increase in city funding or more money from
outside sources. During this year’s legislative
session, city lobbyists will be asking state law-
makers for ongoing funding to identify, treat,
remove and replace infested ash trees, accord-
ing to ThaoMee Xiong, St. Pauls director of
intergovernmental relations.

The city’s 2018 budget included more than
$1 million in city funds and $1.5 million in
state funds for the removal and replacement
of ash trees. The state money came from the
2017 bonding bill. However, that state grant
was not renewed for 2019, so this year the
city is going it alone with $1.343 million in
ongoing funding and $1.196 million in one-
time funding to remove and replace 2,153 ash
trees—far short of what is needed to keep pace
with the plan to eradicate the pests by 2024.

According to its plan for eradicating the ash
borer by 2024, St. Paul would need to spend
more than $4.4 million to remove and replace
3,548 boulevard ash trees in 2019 and more
than $3 million per year thereafter to remove
and replace the remaining 12,044 boulevard
ash trees over the next five years. To remove
the 8,416 ash trees remaining in the city’s
parks, the city would need to spend $1.72
million in 2019 to remove and replace 1,908
trees and an average of $1.16 million per year
thereafter to remove and replace the remain-
ing 6,508 trees over the next five years.




PAGE 6

VILLAGER

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019

Attorneys and Counselors Since 1952

“We get results. Our firm has represented
thousands of individuals who incurred
serious and complex injuries, even death,
due to motor vebicle accidents, falls, dog
bites and other mishaps that were not
their fault. We have the experience to help

Yo

needs that arise as a result. We bave been very successful

n

our clients.” — Joe Dudley

CrLiENT COMMENTS:

«“Pm amazed at what you did!
+“The only good thlnF about this accident is that I got to

« “My friend needs a good lawyer, naturally I thought of you.”

No fees unless we collect for you!

Design/Build
Restoration
l:ustom Hemodelmg

u through the medical and financial

resolving these matters quickly and to the satisfaction of

»

WE KNOW THE
WAY HOME

meet you and your [aw firm.”

4
[
L

Dudley & Smith, P.A.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952

651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com ’3‘

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

AUTHENTIC

CONSTRUCTION
740 Grand Ave

MN LICENSE #BC005210

651.228.9102
authconst.com

[

o oA

Education built on Faith,
Character, and
Academic Excellence

NATiviTY 0OF OUR LORD
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Kindergarten Round-Up 2019

Please join us
January 24th at
6:30 PM

in the school auditorium!
Now offering tours for
PreK - Grade 8
1900 Stanford Ave. St. Paul

651-699-1311
https://school.nativity-mn.org

Dr.

la

WHO ExXAMINED YOUR EYES?

At Grand Spectacle, Dr. Wellnitz does it all! You will receive a
comprehensive evaluation of your eyes including in depth
screenings for conditions like CATARACTS, and GLAUCOMA,
along with a PERFECT PRESCRIPTION for your eyeglasses or
contact lenses. We guarantee you will experience the best vision
examination you have ever had. Why trust your eyes to just a
technician with minimal training when you can have the best?

CALLNOW TO b
SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Mark Wellnitz

e

= 764 Grand Avenue - Saint Paul
651-227-8198 K1 GrandSpectacle.com

Nobody Cares for Eyes

More Than Pearle

Use Your New
2019 Benefits
Choose from over 1000 frames ‘
Highest quality of lens materials
Contact lens specialists

Most insurance plans accepted
Eye exams 6 days a week by

Dr. Troy Randgaard & Dr. Aaron
Peterson & Dr. Taylor Wolke

PEARLE
OO ==
VISION

FAMILY OWNED, COMMUNITY
INVOLVED, CLEARLY DIFFERENT

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM AT
PEARLEVISIONHIGHLAND.COM

Highland Shopping Center
2024 Ford Parkway » 651-698-2020

EST.

St. Paul grants its 17 district
councils a raise of 23 percent

By JANE MCcCLURE

get a welcome boost in their annual al-

location from the city in 2019. After
more than a decade of mostly flat funding, the
councils will share in an additional $250,000.
The overall 23 percent increase in city fund-
ing—from $1,088,000 to $1,330,000—will
be divided among the councils according to
a decade-old formula based on population,
poverty and employment levels and the num-
ber of non-English speakers in each district.

The new funds may not be enough to add
paid staff or major programs on their own,
but coupled with the councils’ efforts to raise
money from outside sources, they could go a
long way in addressing some of the challenges
the district councils face.

“We value any increase from the city;” said
Highland District Coun-
cil (HDC) president Kevin
Gallatin. “We can maybe
fund initiatives that we've
had our eye on for a while.
It allows us to loosen up the
purse strings a little bit”

Macalester-Groveland
Community Council presi-
dent Mike Sonn said the
funds will be welcome as
that council searches for a
new executive director to
replace Liz Boyer, who left
earlier this month to take
ajob at Macalester College.

In 2018 the city’s 17 dis-
trict councils each received between $51,873
and $109,475 of the total $1,088,000 allocated
by the city. Just how much each district coun-
cil will receive of the additional $250,000 has
not been determined.

The HDC is expected to receive an addi-
tional $14,000 to $15,000 since it is one of the
city’s six largest planning districts by popula-
tion. Sonn said any increase in city funding is
appreciated. “It will allow us to have a small
surplus without seeking outside grant fund-
ing)” he said.

City Council members agreed that the in-
crease was long overdue. “Given what we ask
the district councils to do, its past time they
get an increase;” said Ward 3 council member
Chris Tolbert.

The district councils are charged with
gathering local comments on city planning
and zoning issues, proposed developments,
and applications for zoning variances and
business licenses. Each council drafts a new
district plan every decade to guide local de-
velopment. Council staff and volunteers are
involved in neighborhood crime prevention
activities. Many councils also operate their
own programs ranging from alley beautifica-

St. Paul’s 17 district planning councils will

City Council
members agreed that
the increase was long
overdue. “Given what

we ask the district
councils to do, it’s
past time they get an
increase,” said Ward 3
council member

Chris Tolbert.

tion to rental tenant organizations.

Over the past two years, the City Council
reviewed two reports on the district councils.
The 2017 report looked at the district coun-
cil system, comparing it to citizen participa-
tion programs in other cities. The 2018 report
looked at the challenges the councils face in
such areas as staff turnover, community out-
reach and a shortage of funding.

St. Paul launched its district council system
in 1975 as a way of promoting citizen partici-
pation. For many years, each planning district
got the same amount of funding. After years
of debate, most of the city’s district councils
agreed in 2004 to a funding formula with a
base amount that was the same for each coun-
cil.

By 2006, the district councils were sharing
in a total $1.2 million allocation from the city.
According to the 2018 district council report,
if that amount were adjust-
ed for inflation, the district
councils would be receiving
a total of $1.5 million from
the city.

For most of the district
councils, the city funds are
not enough to cover the
costs of full-time staff, an
office and additional pro-
grams, so they typically
hold fundraisers and seek
outside grants from foun-
dations, businesses, colleges
and universities. The city
awards additional Innova-
tion Grants for new pro-
grams as well as Civic Organization Partner-
ship Program grants for special projects.

The 2018 report reviewed by the City
Council suggested many ways that the 17 dis-
trict councils, their staffs and 500-plus volun-
teers can work more collaboratively. It made
many operational, funding and cost-sharing
recommendations. One idea is to pay district
councils to carry out city studies rather than
outside consultants. Another was to allow
council access to city and county data, such as
rental property contacts, property ownership
information and licensing.

The biggest challenge cited in the 2018 dis-
trict council report was funding. The report
attributed a lack of funding to the high rate
of district council staff turnover. Overall, the
17 councils had to deal with 70 percent staff
turnover over the past three years.

“This is not sustainable,” the report stated.
“A high-achieving system requires a commit-
ment to fair compensation. In addition, most
district council staff lack such vital benefits as
health insurance and retirement funds” The
report recommended that the city help the
district councils explore ways to provide more
benefits for paid staff.

By JANE McCLURE

public meeting on Ryan Companies’
A};lans for redeveloping the site of
ord Motor Company’s former as-
sembly plant in Highland Park will be held
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, January
19, at Central Baptist Church, 420 N. Roy
St. It is the master developer fifth and final
neighborhood meeting before its plans go
to the St. Paul Planning Commission.

The City Council approved a master plan
for the 122-acre property in late 2017 and
Ford announced Ryan as its master devel-
oper last June. Ryan has since proposed
amendments to the master plan. They in-
clude making some zoning changes, build-
ing row house and single-family homes,

Ryan discusses plan for Ford site

adding parking and making a change to the
proposed street layout in the northeastern
part of the site.

The amendments were supported last
month by the Highland District Council,
but have met pushback from some Plan-
ning Commission members. Criticisms
have included the lack of citywide input
and a reduction in housing density. The
commission also criticized the developer
for only holding its meetings in Highland,
so a more central location was chosen in-
stead.

The Planning Commission will hold a
public hearing on the amendments at 8:30
p.m. Friday, January 25, at City Hall. Its rec-
ommendation is expected to be forwarded
to the City Council in February or March.
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City ups fees for construction projects and business licenses

BY JANE MCCLURE

en it comes to what St. Paulites
pay for city services and opera-
tions, property taxes are just part of

the picture. While property owners share in
an overall 10.5 percent increase in the tax levy
in 2019, city fees and other charges are also on
the rise for building permits and inspections,
site plan reviews and business licenses.

St. Paul is holding the line on most of the
fees and charges assessed to property owners,
according to city budget manager John Mc-
Carthy. However, the street maintenance fee
for the median-value $186,200 home will be
increasing from $92 in 2018 to $97 in 2019.

Sanitary sewer fees will increase from $287
to $296 and storm sewer charges from $95 to
$98 due to a 3.5 percent increase in volume
fees. Water charges, which are based on water
usage and the size of the water meter, will in-
crease from $296 to $301 for the typical home.

The city’s annual recycling fee will remain
at $58. However, the owners of single-family
homes, duplexes, triplexes and fourplexes will
be charged a new $25.40 fee per unit for the
administration of the city’s organized trash
collection program.

The City Council voted on January 9 to ap-
prove a 3 percent across-the-board increase in
all building permit, site plan review and sign
fees. These fees are charged according to the

cost of the work. For example, the building
permit for a $25,000 home remodel will have
a $528.87 city fee in 2019.

The City Council also approved an increase
in the annual fees for about a half dozen busi-
ness licenses—the licenses that involve the
most enforcement costs for the city, accord-
ing to Department of Safety and Inspections
(DSI) director Ricardo Cervantes. Cigarette
sales licenses will increase from $453 to $478.
Dance or rental hall licenses will increase
from $187 to $287. Gas station licenses will
increase from $76 to $100. Off-sale liquor li-
censes will increase from $1,142 to $1,350.

DST’s fee increases will help cover the costs
of two new building inspectors and one new

site plan review inspector as the city addresses
a backlog in construction permits. Cervantes
told the City Council during budget review
that almost 59,000 building projects that re-
ceived city permits over the past decade have
not gotten a final inspection even though the
vast majority of the projects have been com-
pleted. The lack of inspections is a safety issue,
he said.

DSI had asked for an additional $530,551
in 2019 to hire four new inspectors. The city’s
2019 budget includes $367,000 for the two
additional building inspectors, the additional
site plan review inspector and a part-time in-
spector for regional Sewer Availability Charge
(SACQ) fees.

1< GRAND BUSINESS CLIMATE

increase in Ramsey County’s property tax
levy and a 16 percent increase in the St. Paul
school district’s tax levy, will bring about large,
double-digit tax increases for businesses and
homeowners alike.

“Is not fun to do business in St. Paul any-
more;,” said Mike Schumann, co-owner of
Traditions Classic Home Furnishings, 1039
Grand Ave. “And when it's not fun, theres no
reason to keep doing business here”

Traditions, which Mike and wife Suzanne
Schumann started in St. Paul 32 years ago,
will be consolidating its operations in St.
Louis Park later this year. “We’ve been trying
to work with the city, but we don't think were
being heard anymore,” Schumann said.

Schumann has been a vocal opponent of
recent city mandates on businesses, including
the right-of-way maintenance assessments
that penalize businesses like his that occupy
corner lots. The Grand Avenue “parking me-
ter debacle;” the recent jump in property taxes
and the $15 minimum wage finally convinced
him to relocate, he said.

These city mandates, Schumann said, “are
made by people who don’t understand busi-
ness and have never owned businesses them-
selves”

Baby Grand owner Greg Roedler opted to
consolidate his operations in St. Louis Park in
October after 33 years of doing business on
Grand. Roedler was not happy about leaving
the avenue that gave his baby products store
its name, but thought he had little choice with
his commercial property taxes increasing
from about $16,000 to $18,000 per year.

According to Roedlers son, Joe Roedler,
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who has since taken over the business, the
higher property taxes and the city’s new busi-
ness mandates were the major reasons for
Baby Grand’s move.

“Wed been having the conversation for two,
three, four years,” Joe said. “There wasn't re-
ally a timetable for when (the move) was go-
ing to happen. What sped it up were some of
the changes in St. Paul and on Grand Avenue.
Between 2017 and 2018, our property taxes
increased 30 percent. We can't sustain those
kinds of increases”

Sweeping changes in the booksellers’ mar-
ket and how people read convinced Sixth
Chamber Used Books owner James Williams
to close his store at 1332 Grand Ave. this com-
ing March after 24 years on Grand.

“The writing has been on the wall regard-
ing the changing world of bookstores and
small retail stores in general,” he wrote in an
email to customers in December. “Every year
it has been a little more difficult to compete
with online retailers and digital books. The
past year has been very difficult, and so we
have come to the conclusion that our Grand
store is no longer sustainable”

Williams will continue to operate Fox Den
Books in River Falls, Wisconsin. “We've seen
the trend (toward online retailers and digital
books) for some time, and it’s really hit us bad
in St. Paul” he said in an interview. “We've
got events out there in River Falls, and they’re
heavily attended. We try to do the same on
Grand, but with difficult attendance. When
we opened in 1995 there were seven book-
stores on Grand, and of those it’s just us and
the Red Balloon who are left”

Some Grand business owners cited per-
sonal reasons for closing their stores. Roxana

Ny
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re will be closing
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mid March

Seen on the front door of Sixth Chamber
Used Books was this pink slip—a sign of
the times for many longtime businesses

on Grand Avenue. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Freese, for example, who started her Bibelot
gift shop on Como Avenue in 1966 and has
been doing business at 1082 Grand Ave. since
1987, is retiring and will close all four of her
Bibelot stores in early 2019.

Some local shops have been able to adapt
to the changing business climate. Iron Ranger,
the former Sunrise Market & Cafe at 1085
Grand Ave., morphed from a business that
was 50 percent retail to a full service bar and
restaurant last year.

“It was either rebrand and make the nec-
essary changes or continue to struggle,” said
owner Tom Forti. “Business climate change is
inevitable, whether it's Grand Avenue or Hib-
bing,” he added, referring to the Iron Range
city where his family has owned and operated
a bakery for 105 years.

“Were sad to see longstanding businesses

go,” said Jason Koenig, president of the Grand
Avenue Business Association (GABA) and
co-owner of the Odd Couple Team of Keller
Williams Integrity Realty, 1460 Grand Ave.
“But we'e really excited about the new busi-
nesses coming to the avenue?”

GABA and the Summit Hill Association
(SHA) are forming a new task force to educate
businesses and residents about the changes
on Grand Avenue and to encourage entrepre-
neurs to move into the area. The task force is
intended “to promote meaningful growth on
Grand,” according to SHA president Hayden
Howland.

“Realistically, we need a healthy mix of
businesses on Grand,” Koenig said. “Chains
like Kowalskis and Red Rabbit are great for
bringing people in, and once those people
are here they start to recognize the local busi-
nesses.”

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter’s administra-
tion is eager to help new and existing busi-
nesses through the city’s Open for Business
initiative. That agency guides local businesses
through the city’s licensing and permitting
processes and serves as a hub of information
on how to succeed in St. Paul.

The St. Paul Port Authority is cosponsor-
ing the Midway Chamber of Commerce’s
Economic Development Meeting from 11:30
am.-1 p.m. Tuesday, January 22, at the Mid-
pointe Event Center, 415 N. Pascal St. Open
to all, the meeting will address the business
climate in St. Paul and what businesses and
governments can do to improve it.

“Change is scary;” Koenig said, “but I'm ex-
cited where Grand Avenue is going in 2019.
We all need to work together for thoughtful
development.”
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Viewpoint

St. Paul officials bend
the rules at the risk of
losing the public trust

BY JoHN MANNILLO, LAURA
GOODMAN AND SHIRLEY ERSTAD

t. Paul STRONG is a nonpartisan organization
Sdedicated to improving accessible and representative

government in St. Paul. We do not take positions on
issues, but support inclusive, transparent and accountable
public processes. Public trust is the key to a stronger St.
Paul. Only when everyone in the city is treated equally and
public officials are held accountable for their decisions can
trust in our city government be assured.

Recent stories in the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Star
Tribune expose our city’s uneven and unequal rules
enforcement. The story about the St. Paul Conservatory
for the Performing Arts’ legal challenge of Gray Duck
Tavern’s liquor license highlights the city’s disregard for
the longstanding legal process for granting liquor licenses.
Current city code specifies that liquor establishments must
not be within 300 feet of a school, and the downtown
school maintains that the Gray Duck Tavern is in violation
of this code.

This issue is only the latest in a series of questionable
decisions by city officials that seem to disregard codes,
ordinances and rules. The decisions appear to be based
on fuzzy or previously unknown criteria for granting
variances. For example, weeks ago a new skyway was
installed over Main Street between buildings in the Higher
Ground project that ignored the longstanding St. Paul
Skyway Design Guidelines that were adopted in 1980.

The city ignored the legally binding Comprehensive Plan
adopted on February 24, 2010, and its own resolution
approved on May 27, 2015, which called for a public park
on the former Pedro Luggage site, and instead allowed a
private developer to purchase and renovate the former
Public Safety Annex and in effect thwart the plan for the
long-promised Pedro Park.

These are a few examples in downtown, but the
problem extends throughout the city. Consider the change
in measuring the required distance between liquor stores
when Target wanted to expand in the Midway area, or
changes in the city’s longstanding practice in determining
allowable signage or the ongoing dispute over right-of-way
assessments.

St. Paul STRONG questions the wisdom of changing the
rules depending on who is asking for the favor. While it
may seem expedient in the short term, it becomes a major
problem in the long term with a growing lack of trust in
city processes.

Our city’s codes, ordinances and guidelines are
established processes that are meant to ensure fair and
equitable government decision-making. Untold hours
of staff time are devoted to planning documents and
policy enforcement, and yet this financial investment by
taxpayers seems to be overruled at the whim of our city’s
administration without transparency or accountability.

In the Gray Duck Tavern case, if the city now changes
the rules to fit the needs of this particular restaurant,
what message does that send to businesses that were
denied licenses in the past? What message does it send
to businesses seeking licenses in the future? What are the
criteria that businesses can work toward to ensure a fair
process?

The city of St. Paul needs to ensure that rules are
reasonable and consistent. Contrary to what some city
leaders report, rules do not scare businesses away. It is the
absence of standards or inconsistency in the rules that
discourages new enterprise.

Only when city officials recognize the problems that
are borne through a lack of transparency, fairness and
good governance will they be able to address the resulting
inequality and unfairness and earn the trust and respect of
citizens. One need look no further than the recent petition
to put organized trash on the ballot to realize the level of
unease the citizens have with their local government.

This guest editorial was signed by John Mannillo, Laura
Goodman, Shirley Erstad and the 11 other members of the
steering committee of St. Paul STRONG.
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We'll get this hot rod humming.

Ryan Cos. Ford site plan merits city’s support

By KEVIN GALLATIN

fter more than a decade of study, speculation and

A:lebate, the redevelopment of Ford Motor Company’s
ormer assembly plant in Highland Park is now

transitioning from vision to reality. The future of this site
has long stirred strong opinions in the community. As a
nonprofit organization dedicated to community engagement,
the Highland District Council (HDC) has played a vital role
in connecting community members and local government
to the Ford planning work and has advocated for people and
businesses in the neighborhood.

In 2017 the HDC endorsed the ambitious vision of the
Ford site master plan. St. Paul city
leaders passed the zoning into law, and
ultimately Ryan Companies entered into
an agreement with Ford to purchase the
land. The Minneapolis-based developer
has spent the better part of a year using
its significant expertise to design a
quality community that will be successful
and meet the neighborhood’s needs and
desires. The presentation of its plan for
the Ford site was met with applause at
the last two public meetings.

While Ryan’s plan for the Ford site
closely aligns to the city’s master plan, the
company is asking to make some adjustments to the zoning.
The company asked the HDC to weigh in on four amendments
to the master plan that it deemed critical to moving ahead
with the project. The first amendment allows single-family
homes along Mississippi River Boulevard. The second change
provides an option for rowhouses on the west side of the
proposed water feature. Third, Ryan wants to reorient a short
street segment from east-west to north-south. Finally, Ryan has
asked the city to allow more structured parking for commercial
uses than specified in the master plan.

After reviewing the comments of city staff and hearing
from Ryan, the HDC’s Community Development Committee
passed a unanimous resolution in November to support the
amendments proposed by Ryan. The HDC’s board of directors
affirmed its support for the proposed changes on December 6.

Community members have consistently expressed strong
support for single-family homes and rowhouses on the Ford
site. These dwellings would make up a small portion of the
total housing on the site, and allowing them would not prohibit
other types of housing from being built on these parcels. The

Ryan Companies has
embraced the vision of
the city’s Ford site master
plan...and proposed
relatively modest
changes.... Its plan is
a good plan that has
been shaped by broad
community input.

amendment also would not reduce the proposed number of
housing units on the Ford site, which remains at 95 percent of
the maximum allowed by the city’s master plan, including 745
affordable housing units for working families.

The master plan’s proposed Hillcrest Avenue extension
was set to run east-west through the current shopping center
anchored by Lunds & Byerlys. Since that property is occupied
by popular businesses with long-term leases, it makes sense to
change the proposed street alignment to north-south along the
west side of the shopping center.

Ryan is proposing to construct half as much commercial
space as the master plan allows, but to dedicate twice as
much structured parking near Ford Parkway to support the
commercial uses. On the other hand,
the company also proposes to build
about half of the maximum allowable
residential parking, meaning there will
be around 45 percent fewer parking
spaces on the site than permitted.

The HDC has been deeply involved in
Ford site planning since the Ford Plant’s
closure was announced more than a
decade ago. We have held innumerable
meetings on the site, and our members
have had thousands of conversations
with neighbors. The HDC has heard
passionate arguments both for and
against the development. We have heard a wide variety of
opinions, which is reflected in the split votes taken by the
HDC, the Ford Site Planning Task Force and the St. Paul
Planning Commission and City Council.

It is clear that Ryan Companies has embraced the vision of
the city’s Ford site master plan, listened to stakeholders and
proposed relatively modest changes with the goal of building
a successful community. Its plan is a good plan that has been
shaped by broad community input.

Ryan does not yet own the Ford site, and company officials
have stated that these proposed changes to the master plan are
essential to its vision. We encourage the Planning Commission
to join the HDC in approving the requested amendments.

Community members are welcome to share their thoughts
on the Ford site master plan amendments with the Planning
Commission by emailing FordSitePlanning@ci.stpaul. mn.us.
Comments must include the community members street
address to be included as part of the public record.

Kevin Gallatin is president of the Highland District Councill.
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The illogic of legal marijuana

Would someone please explain to me the logic of the St. Paul City
Council? Last year it voted to ban the sale of menthol cigarettes in
convenience stores to protect the youths of our city. Last month these
very same council members voted 6-1 to approve a city of St. Paul
legislative agenda item calling for the legalization of the recreational
use of marijuana.

What is the logic behind this decision? If it’s revenue the council
wants, why not also legalize cocaine and meth?

Ed Dion
Macalester-Groveland

Going to bat for Ryan Cos.

Highland Ball wishes to voice its support for Ryan Companies’
vision for the Ford site redevelopment in advance of the St. Paul
Planning Commissions January 25 public hearing on Ryan’s proposed
amendments to the city of St. Paul’s Ford site zoning and public realm
master plan.

Ryan Companies’ inclusion of two baseball and softball fields
in its vision for the Ford site is an act of generosity that will serve
generations of baseball and softball players in the Highland
community for years to come. Its recognition of Highland Ball’s
legacy and contribution is inspiring.

We appreciate Ryan Companies’ community engagement and
commitment to redevelop the entire site in a way that benefits the
whole community.

Drew Hodson, President
Patrick Martin, Vice President
Steve Penz, Vice President
Highland Ball

Sidewalk ice is not MN nice

As a resident of Macalester-Groveland for almost 20 years, I
can say that this year is about the worst I've seen for dangerous
winter sidewalks. Even where sidewalks are passable, the streets
are treacherous because cars aren't tagged and towed during snow
emergencies, leaving a build-up of ice and snow that narrows the
street to one cleared lane, causing motorists to weave in and out of icy
areas. In addition, snow emergencies aren’t deemed necessary for rain
and ice storms like we've had recently, so the streets turn into skating
rinks. I feel for anyone who finds it necessary to walk to the bus for
work or school or needs to walk the dog.

What will it take for residents to clear their sidewalks? Why doesn’t
the city of St. Paul enforce this law as well as the tagging and towing
of cars parked illegally during snow emergencies? Or is enforcement
counter to being Minnesota nice? Perhaps more vigilant enforcement
would increase revenue through fines that could fund more frequent
plowing and provide aid to those who aren't able to clear the sidewalk
themselves.

As it is, St. Paul is not a walkable city in the winter. And this is
neither neighborly nor Minnesota nice.

Deborah Erickson
Macalester-Groveland

PreK-12 College Prep Education

Only solution for our streets

The problem with many stretches of St. Paul’s roads is not so much
the potholes. They eventually get filled, although after a few freezes
and thaws they become potholes again. The problem is, the roads
have been repaired so many times they can still be a rough ride.
Although all of the potholes may be filled, it is still bad for your car’s
suspension. Riding on such streets on a motorcycle or a bicycle is
even worse. I believe the only solution is to completely repave the bad
roads. It would cost a lot of money, but there is no way around it.

Gregory J. Mullaly
Highland Park

Who does Tolbert represent?

I encourage St. Paul City Council member Chris Tolbert to hit
pause and reflect on the ward he represents. Does he represent
the small businesses in Ward 32 Does he represent conscientious
Highland Park and Macalester-Groveland residents who pay their
public library fines? How about the families in Ward 3 who pay their
full taxes plus send their children to Nativity, Holy Spirit, Highland-
Catholic, Sunny Hollow and other private and parochial schools? Or
does he represent his future political interests?

I want to support Tolbert, but his voting record is making me
question his authenticity. Is he representing Ward 3 or himself?

Amy Murphy
Highland Park

Our hero the plow captain

The guest editorial by Neal Bernards was on point (Be kind to your
alley-plow captain,” Villager Viewpoint, January 2). What a thankless
job. Necessary, but sometimes not appreciated.

Our alley-plow captain for many years has been Missy McDonald.
What a champ! She’s so organized and pleasant. She sends out kind
reminders early and then follows up. She has the four corner families
share one plow fee since we don't exit on the alley. There have been
years when, just like with Neal, families refuse to pay. Unbelievable.
But Missy handles it with a smile.

Thanks, Missy, and all plow captains! We appreciate you.

Cynthia Eicher
Merriam Park

The wall might work

It is critical that the Democrats hold fast to their refusal to approve
The Wall. Foreigners have been moving into this country illegally in
droves for at least 50 years. That is a good thing. And the problems
with The Wall are many. It will be expensive. It may be a bit of an
eyesore. It will require maintenance and repair.

The big problem, though, is that it might work: It might be effective
in stanching the flow. The question is, do we want the flow stopped?
Shall we direct our government to stop the flow?

T.]. Sexton
Macalester-Groveland
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A fluency in
int’l relations

Minnesota’s language teacher
of year leads Central’s French
Dept. to new level of immersion

By ANNE MURPHY

isten to the voice-mail mes-
Lsage of Maureen Elwell Peltier,

and you will know why she is
a member of Central High Schools
World Language Department. Her
opening “bonjour” and the greet-
ing that follows speak to her love of
French and teaching. Converse with
Peltier and you will know why she
has been named World Language
Teacher of the Year by the Min-
nesota Council of the Teaching of
Languages and Cultures.

Peltier will represent Minne-
sota in March at the Central States
Conference on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages in Columbus,
Ohio. There she will be in the run-
ning for Regional Teacher of the
Year, an honor that comes with
a responsibility to attend confer-
ences throughout the 14-state area
and convince the general public of
the importance of foreign language
classes.

“Maureen is a tireless advocate for
the French and French immersion
programs at Central,” said Dr. Kate
Wilcox-Harris, chief academic of-
ficer for the St. Paul Public Schools.
“She’s responsible for the expansion
of the program and works continu-
ously to encourage Central students
to continue in their study of French”

The study of foreign languages
is thriving in the St. Paul Public
Schools, according to Liz Hathaway
Castelan, manager of the school dis-
tricts Dual Language/Immersion
Program and the one who nomi-
nated Peltier for teacher of the year.
“This segment of the curriculum is
growing constantly,” Castelan said.

Immersion programs in which all
of a student’s subjects are taught in a
foreign language have been offered
in the St. Paul school district for 32
years. The Spanish immersion pro-
gram started in 1986 and French
immersion in 1996. In the district’s
elementary schools, Spanish im-
mersion is offered at Adams, French

Central High School teacher Maureen Elwell Peltier enlivens the lesson for French Immersion students

John Ofstedal and Carmen Crutchfield in a recent class. pHoto By BRAD sTAUFFER

immersion at LEtoile du Nord and
Mandarin immersion at Jie Ming
Academy. Dual language Spanish
immersion is offered at Wellstone
and Riverview.

The school districts Spanish
immersion program continues at
Highland Park Middle and High
Schools. Its French immersion pro-
gram continues at Ramsey Middle
School and Central. Central offers
language immersion programs for
students who attend two charter
schools—Twin Cities German Im-
mersion in St. Paul and Yinghua

Academy Mandarin Immersion
in Minneapolis. Central also offers
general courses in the French, Span-
ish, Mandarin, Russian and Latin
languages, according to Castelan.
Peltier has taught school for the
past 35 years, including 16 years in
the St. Paul district and 13 years at
Central. Her credentials include
a masters degree in the Teaching
of Languages and Cultures, a Ful-
bright teacher exchange in Belgium
and summer study at the Université
Laval in Québec City. She had been
hoping for a job in school admin-

istration when she was offered the
teaching position at Central.

‘I hadnt taught high school
French for four years,” Peltier re-
called. “But after two years of teach-
ing at Central, I knew that this is
what I was supposed to be doing.
And from the beginning, I wanted
to make the immersion program
stronger.”

“Language learning leads to a
command of not only the language
being studied, but also one’s native

MAUREEN PELTIER »12

School Board adopts new operating system in strategic plan

Superintendent’s plan is
a blueprint for improved
achievement on all levels

By KEviN DriscoLL

ith a renewed mission to “inspire
students to think critically, pur-
sue their dreams and change the

world,” Superintendent Joe Gothard unveiled
his new strategic plan for the St. Paul Public
Schools (SPPS) at a meeting of the St. Paul
School Board on December 18.

The plan was developed over the course of
the past year through school district research
and surveys and many community meetings.
Entitled SPPS Achieves, it is built around five

main outcomes—to decrease disparities in
student achievement based on race, ethnicity,
culture and identity; to increase the achieve-
ment of English Language Learners and stu-
dents receiving special education services; to
improve kindergarten readiness; to foster stu-
dent growth in reading and math; and to bet-
ter prepare students for college, careers and
life after graduation.

Reaching those outcomes will require the
promotion of a positive culture at the school
and district level through a shared sense of
community and growing trust and collabora-
tion, Gothard said. This will involve imple-
menting Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports at every school; integrating
social-emotional learning supports; ensur-
ing that every school and district office is

OPEN HOUSE
January 31 « 5:30-7 PM

1065 Summit Ave ¢ 651.224.4836 * school.morecommunity.org

The new strategic plan
e
is less hardware and
more software—an
operating system that
allows for flexibility,
innovation and
creativity.”
welcoming; seeking and using the input of
students, staff and families; improving the
process for employee talent development; and
recruiting and retaining employees “who look

like our students,” Gothard said.
The strategic plan calls for the promotion

[A5] SAINT THOMAS MORE
W] cATHoLIc scHooL

WELCOMING HEARTS. INSPIRING MINDS. IGNITING EXCELLENCE.

of effective and culturally relevant instruc-
tion for students by identifying and reforming
systems that reinforce academic disparities
among student groups, implementing a sys-
tem for assessing program effectiveness, de-
termining a districtwide middle school model
and allocating resources more strategically.

The plan calls for evaluating the effec-
tiveness of current programs and making
informed adjustments and investments, ex-
posing middle and high school students to
more college and career opportunities, and
ensuring that families can navigate the school
system and access the wealth of programs it
offers.

The plan would open more college and

STRATEGIC PLAN »12
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Want something other than
“school as usual” for your child?

CHALLENGING THE NORM SINCE 1987

* An integrated 6th-12th grade program, making for smooth transitions year to year
* Single-sex classes, co-ed school

» Thoughtful use of technology

* No need for locks on lockers

* Arts for everyone

« Advanced math, science and computer programming for everyone

» Awriting program where students produce analytical essays based on great works
» An emphasis on mastery and wonder, not on grades

» SAT scores 250+ points above national average

Learn more about the Trinity Difference!

PARENT VISIT DAY STUDENT VISIT DAY INFORMATION NIGHT
Thursday, January 31 Tuesday, February5 Tuesday, February 12

601 River Ridge Parkway * Eagan, MN ¢« 651-789-2890 * TSRR.org
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OPEN
HOUSE

Writers and
Artist Fair

Thurs., January 24

6-7:30 pm

Groveland Park Elementary
Pre-Kindergarten - 5th grade

Groveland's mission is to create a
supporting community that honors, inspires
and challenges every child, every day.

Call for tour information:

651-293-8760 ’
www.groveland.spps.org g@ Saint Paul
2045 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul i PueLic Schools

Challenging Academically
Gifted Learners in a
Diverse School Community

Open House Grades 1 -8
Thursday, January 31 6 - 7:30 pm

Register for tours
on our website

Reward School
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560 Concordia Avenue

(Enter the Blue Doors)
Ed ucation
For Info Call 651-325-2500 mem—

capitolhill.spps.org
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mpEN HOUSE

Come meet the teachers, learn the programming
and experience the community!
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Please bring your kinder-to-be.
There will be activities for our new kindergartners
and the opportunity to peek into classrooms.

@8HIGHLANDCATHOI_CSCHOOL
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CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 651-690-2477

2017 Bohland Avenue | www.HighlandCatholic.org
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language,” Peltier wrote in the essay she
submitted with her World Language
Teacher of the Year nomination. “Lan-
guage classrooms offer a crucial funda-
mental academic preparation. The news
suggests that our nation has become cul-
turally divided; hatred and intolerance
appear to be overriding acceptance and
understanding. Our job as educators is
to gently guide our students to think
critically and to realize what our world
could be if knowledge replaced igno-
rance and harmony replaced hostility”

The French program at Central has
always been strong, Castelan said, but
when the French immersion program
arrived there in 2008, Peltier led the
way in expanding the offerings to chal-
lenge French immersion students. She
developed such courses as Francophone
Cinema, France During World War 11,
La Francophonie (a study of the French-
speaking world), French History and
advanced courses in French speaking
and writing.

“(Peltier) worked hard to find ways

“The more we explore
cultures in language
study in schools, the

more we prepare tolerant,

understanding young
adults who are able

to function at a more
compassionate level

in a multicultural and

global society.”

for traditional language learners to en-
roll in immersion courses when they’re
able to tackle the challenging academic
work that she and her team designed,’
Casteldn said in her nomination state-
ment. “And when not developing curric-
ulum, she plans, fund-raises and recruits
and leads Central students on trips to
France. She has also developed a rela-
tionship with a sister-school in France
for Central students to learn about the
French culture and language directly
from French peers”

Last year, “the French students at Cen-

tral outdid themselves,” Castelan con-
tinued, “which is a tribute to (Peltier’s)
leadership, her teaching and that of her
colleagues” Twenty Central students
passed the tests to receive diplomas from
the French Ministry of Education certi-
tying their competency in the French
language, according to Castelan. “And in
the American Association of Teachers
of French National French Contest, 42
Central students took high honors and
ranked in the top 15 spots in the state
and nation,” she added. “Two students
had perfect scores. Two others received
$1,000 scholarships to travel”

“The more we explore cultures in
language study in schools, the more we
prepare tolerant, understanding young
adults who are able to function at a
more compassionate level in a multicul-
tural and global society;” Peltier wrote in
her essay. “My hope is that my students
remember the important role they have
in forming a future where linguistic and
cultural differences are not criticized,
scorned or defamed but rather accepted
and celebrated”

104 STRATEGIC PLAN

career opportunities for students by ex-
panding high-quality instruction in tar-
geted career areas and reviewing, revis-
ing and strengthening the relationships
secondary schools have with outside or-
ganizations that provide college credit,
industry certifications and job experi-
ence to students.

The plan calls for the “renewal of
schools as hubs that bring together edu-
cators, families and community” and
the creation of family and community
programs that support students at key
points in their personal and academic
development,” Gothard said.

“Culture is really important, said
School Board member Mary Vander-
wert. “The strategic plan will allow
students to experience real-world situ-
ations. While classes such as chemistry
are important, other important skills are
communication, collaboration, critical
thinking and working with others”

“The questions will be ongoing as this
plan is implemented,” said School Board
member Jon Schumacher. “However,

Superintendent Joe Gothard

this is exactly what (the School Board)
asked for, what we hired Superinten-
dent Gothard to do. What I like about
the plan is that it spurs ideas in differ-
ent areas about how these structures will

Adam Levy has led the MN based rock combo The Honeydogs
for over 20 years. He's a guitarist and singer-songwriter
who loves cooking, boxing & reading history almost as
much as "making noise" in his roughly half-dozen musical projects.
He's a social activist, educator and proud parent of two daughters.
He freely admits to having a clothes, music gear and eyewear fetish.

We freely admit to feeding his eyewear fetish.

PeCtacl, Showe

See Different

Uptown, New Brighton, Burnsville Center and Grand Aven €

produce outcomes heard from the com-
munity and also ones the School Board
feels strongly about. It is less hardware
and more software—an operating sys-
tem that allows for flexibility, innovation
and creativity.

“For the first time in three years, I'm
feeling like there is a structure for this
district that I can feel confident in” said
School Board member Steve Marchese.
“It integrates the components heard in
different spaces and specifics on how
to achieve goals while keeping its focus
on long-term outcomes. It is designed to
reach objectives that were discussed in
the community and to address opportu-
nity gaps and increase achievement for
all students, especially English Language
Learners and those with specialized ser-
vices”

With this plan, Marchese added, “we
will be able to focus on our kindergar-
tens to be effective and to create cultur-
ally relevant classrooms. These were all
points of discussion in the community,
and there is a place and a space for them
in the strategic plan”

it
T T



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019

VILLAGER

PAGE 13

District Council News

highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

Ford site update—Ryan Companies will
hold its fifth public meeting on its plans to
redevelop the Ford site from 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Saturday, January 19, at Central Baptist
Church, 420 N. Roy St. For information, visit
tinyurl.com/ydemk5tq.

Honor Roll—The honorees from High-
land for inclusion on the city’s Neighborhood
Honor Roll are Frameworks, Nicole Malone
Arne and Hanna Cooper.

Home Improvement Fair—Sponsor and
exhibitor registration is open through January
25 for the Macalester-Groveland & Highland
Park Home Improvement Fair on March 16.
Visit tinyurl.com/ya7tczq9 for information.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org » 651-695-4000

Frost Fest—The 11th annual Frost Fest will
be held from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, January 19, at
Groveland Park. The celebration will feature
free hot chocolate, ice skating, games, treats
and more. Free skate rental will be provided
by the Groveland Recreation Center.

Deadline approaching—Registration is
open through January 25 for participating
in the 27th annual Macalester-Groveland
& Highland Park Home Improvement Fair
on March 16 at Cretin-Derham Hall. Visit
macgrove.org/hif2019 for a registration form.

summithillassociation.org « 651-222-1222
Watershed moment—The Summit Hill

Association has been named the recipient of
the Watershed Outreach Program of the Year

Honor Roll celebration set

Inductees to St. Pauls Neighborhood
Honor Roll from district councils across
the city will be honored at a celebration
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, January 25, in
the Anderson Student Center at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas. Tickets are $15. Visit
brownpapertickets.com/event/4025003.

Award from the Capitol Region Watershed
District. The association was honored for its
joint collaboration with Linwood Monroe
and local artist Anne Hejny through a grant
awarded by the watershed district in 2018.

Neighborhood Honor Roll—The hon-
orees from Summit Hill for inclusion on the
city’s Neighborhood Honor Roll are Dixie’s on
Grand, St. Thomas More Catholic Commu-
nity and Laura Wallace.

S it-Universi

summit-university.org - 651-228-1855

Board members sought—The Summit-
University Planning Council is looking for
neighbors to join its board of directors. Call
the office or email executive director Jens
Werner at jens@summit-university.org.

unionparkdc.org « 651-645-6887

Honor Roll—The honorees from Union
Park for inclusion on the city’s Neighborhood
Honor Roll are Central Honors Philando,
Chuck Sorlie and Barb Thoman.

Calling all renters—The Union Park Dis-
trict Council will host a happy hour for rent-
ers from 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, January 24, at
Lake Monster Brewery, 550 Vandalia St., Suite
160. Visit unionparkdc.org/renters.

A HEARTFELT DEDICATION TO
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WE'RE GROWING OUR
PRESCHOOL PROGRA

Holy Spirit School

Wednesday, Jan. 30
6—7:30 p.m.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

H
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Small Class Sizes

More information
and registration
materials available!

Rigorous Academics

Preschool-8th Grade Open House

Extended Day Program

515 Albert St S | Saint Paul, MN 55116 | (651) 698-3353 | holy-spirit.org
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Our Reggio inspired, child-led curriculum is
designed to prepare your child from infancy
through pre-kindergarten and beyond.

Enroll today and receive 10% off tuition for
the first three months.*

*Restrictions apply, inquire within.
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In Bloom: A flowering of Boemer's
fondness for what fire can do for meat

atience; my mother would say,
P“good things come to those

who wait” If I doubted it then,
I don’t anymore, not since dining at
In Bloom. Owners Nick Rancone
and Thomas Boemer signed an
agreement to anchor the new Keg
& Case Market in August 2016, but
it wasn’t until last September that
the restaurant finally opened in the
old Schmidt Brewery warehouse
at 928 W. Seventh St. The opening
was a good thing for diners and for
Boemer and Rancone, who can add
Star Tribune 2018 Restaurant of
the Year to their list of accomplish-
ments.

Born in Minneapolis, chef Boe-
mer grew up in North Carolina and
Missouri where he fell in love with
what fire could do to meat. With
partners Nick and Chenny Ran-
cone, he opened Corner Table on
Nicollet Avenue in Minneapolis.
Diners were so enamored with Boe-
mers fried chicken that when Cor-
ner Table moved to larger digs, the
space became Revival and featured

Hot Dish
By Morgan
Smith

provides customers with
pleasing views of the mag-
ical flames.

The restaurants seat-
ing radiates out from the
kitchen like the rings of
Saturn, with a semicircular
counter nearest the action,

Boemer’s southern-inspired menu.
Not resting on his chicken laurels,
Boemer and his team took top hon-
ors at several pork cookoffs before
he was named a semifinalist for the
James Beard Award in 2017. Mean-
while, St. Paul got its first taste of
Boemer’s southern-inspired cuisine
in December 2016 when Revival St.
Paul premiered at 525 Selby Ave.
The centerpiece at In Bloom is a
20-foot wood-fired hearth. No gas
or electricity is used to prepare any
of its food. The sides of the hearth
are framed by neat piles of wood,
and it is crowned with an amazing
stone mosaic. Designed by Studio
M Architects of Minneapolis, the
two-story dining area at In Bloom

Hot out of the wood-fired hearth at In Bloom are Roasted Things, a
plate of figs, grapes, olives, caper berries and almonds.

January

16 & February 21

6:00 -7:00 p.m.

1983 DaytonAve
St. Paul, MN 55104
(651)644-3380

| bféschool-B
www.markerspride.com
facebook/markerspride

followed by an arc of ta-
bles, a row of comfortable
banquettes and the bar. In Bloom
has a bit of a Mediterranean vibe
with textured spackled walls made
to look old, a hexagonal tile floor
and booth seats covered in fabric
that looks like marble. A waterfall
of calla lily light bulbs that change
color cascades from the ceiling.

My wife Mecca and I stopped by
for lunch on a recent Sunday after-
noon with our friends Dave and
Berdette. With a menu that cries
out for sharing, the four of us de-
cided on the Duck Hearts ($10),
American Wagyu ($32), Roasted
Things ($12), Grilled Trout ($22)
and a wonderful potato rosemary
bread ($5).

Dave, who is back on a vegetar-
ian kick, also ordered the vegetarian
French Onion Soup ($12). Mean-
while, Mecca took the advice of our
server and tried a glass of the Vegas
Atlas ($9), a 2016 Spanish wine that
she deemed to be “very good” Giv-
en her record of restaurant wines
recently, she was especially pleased.

Our server got us started with
the Duck Hearts and the Roasted
Things, which was a plate of cooked
figs, grapes, olives, caper berries and
almonds. Dave raved about the al-
monds. Mecca convinced him to try
a fig, while Berdette and I nibbled at
the grapes and olives, all the time
eyeing the Duck Hearts.

The half dozen surprisingly large
bird organs looked more boiled
than braised. They were covered
in a green mash of butter, garlic
and chervil. It must have been the
butter that made them so slippery.
On my first foray into the dish, my
fork came back with a bare heart. I
popped it into my mouth and was

649 Snelling Ave. S.

www.mathnasium.com/stpaul
651-698-MATH (6284)

In Bloom'’s Grilled Trout with melted leeks, potato puree and pearl
onion d la grenobloise. pHotos Y BRAD STAUFFER

not as enchanted as I expected to be.
But with a second try, I got some of
the chervil to stick to the heart and
was more pleased.

The American Wagyu and Grilled
Trout arrived shortly thereafter.
Wagyu is the American version of
Japanese Kobe beef. The eight fin-
gerlings were red on the inside and
almost black on the outside and ac-
companied with chestnut, cipollini
onion and bacon. Salty and smoky,
the beef was exquisite and as tender
as the ranchers who raise it claim it
to be. All T could think about was
how not to look like a pig by taking
the largest portion.

Mecca and Berdette were as en-
thusiastic about the Wagyu as I was.
The three of us also agreed that the
Grilled Trout with leeks, potato pu-
ree and pearl onions was almost as
good as the beef.

Poor Dave was still nibbling on

an almond when I finally asked
the server about his French Onion
Soup. The server went into a huddle
with the manager, then came back
with the news that there was no
soup. However, he brought out a
dish of Grilled Lettuce Hearts ($10)
that was on the house and later
comped us with a Chocolate Cre-
meux and a Hickory Nut and Apple
Tart (both $12).

As we left In Bloom, convinced
that they truly care about their pa-
trons, we noticed somebody at the
bar biting into a Venison Portadella
Sandwich ($14) served with white
cheddar, a fried egg, pistachio and
Dijon sauce on a brioche bun. The
sandwich looked outstanding and
reminded me of how In Bloom
prides itself on its venison dishes. If
they’re even half as good as the fish
and beef dishes, they are well worth
a return visit.

MKNH NASIUM
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Wednesday/January 16

ARCHAEOLOGIST JEREMY NIENOW
will discuss the results of recent excavations
at Historic Fort Snelling in a free program
beginning at noon at Landmark Center. Call
651-292-3225.

ST. MARK’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 1983
Dayton Ave., will hold an open house for
prospective kindergartners and preschoolers
and their parents beginning at 6 p.m. The
kindergarten presentation will begin at 6:30.
For information, call the PreK-8 school at
651-644-3380 or visit markerspride.com.

“HOUSING AS WE AGE: Aging in Place
and Other Options” will be discussed from
6:30-7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church
of Christ, 900 Summit Ave. Catherine
Engstrom, a social worker and caregiver
consultant at Wilder Foundation, will
facilitate the meeting, which is free and
open to all. Call 651-224-5809.

Sunday/January20

REFUGEES and global migration will be
addressed in a free Great Decisions film
presentation and discussion beginning at
1:30 p.m. at the Waters of Highland Park,
678 S. Snelling Ave. Call 651-363-3040.

DARIN ZEIDAN of the Palestine
Association for Children’s Encouragement
of Sports will discuss the challenges of
development in that region of the Middle
East at 2:30 p.m. on the lower level of Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave.
The public is invited. A reception with
refreshments will open the program at 2
p-m. Call 612-374-5961.

STROLL BENEATH A FULL MOON,

one that will be in total eclipse this evening
at Coldwater Springs. The Friends of
Coldwater will lead the way beginning at 7
p.m. at the park entrance, located a half mile
southeast of the intersection of Highway 55
and 54th Street in South Minneapolis.

Monday/January21

WOMEN OF COLOR working in the
fields of science, technology, engineering
and mathematics will be celebrated from 10
a.m.-noon at the Ordway Music Theater.
Mae C. Jemison, the first African American
women astronaut to travel to space, will
deliver the keynote address. Sponsored

by the Governor’s Council on the Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday, the free event

will also feature live music by Chadwick
“Niles” Phillips, the Minnesota Orchestra,
Indigenous Roots and Ray Covington.

BEEZ KNEEZ BEEKEEPER Kristy Lynn
Allen will tell all about her sustainable
beekeeping practices and bicycle-powered

Mon Feb 11th 5:30 - 7 pm

MACALESTER PLYMOUTH

We emphasize the concept of self-worth, as well as
the development of social interaction skills.

Creating a climate for learning that encourages exploration,
discovery, and creative encounters.
ART < MUSIC - BOOKS * SPECIAL PROGRAMS

1658 Lincoln Ave | St Paul | 651.698.5472
MacalesterPlymouthPreschool.org

Greg
Schmotzer,
the one-
man Trea-
sure Island
Casino
team, used
a chain-
saw on his
creation
during last
year’s Win-
ter Carnival
ice carving
contest.

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

he 133rd St. Paul Winter Carnival
I will take place January 24-February
3, with Kellogg Mall Park off of Kel-
logg Boulevard and Robert Street acting as
center stage this year due to renovations at
Rice Park. Here are some of the highlights:
Thursday, January 24—Moon Glow
Pedestrian Parade from 5:15-8 p.m.
from Landmark Center to Kel-
logg Mall Park; multiblock ice &
carving competition on Janu-
ary 24-26 at Kellogg Mall.
Friday, January 25—Min-
nesota State Snow Sculpting
Competition on January 25-
27 at State Fairgrounds; Giant
Snow Slide on January 25-Febru-
ary 3 at Fairgrounds; Royal Coronation
at 8 p.m. at St. Paul RiverCentre ($15 with
button), followed by free reception.
Saturday, January 26—Amateur snow-
sculpting contest from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Fairgrounds; Saintly City Cat Show from
9 am.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 am.-4 p.m.
Sunday, January 26-27, at RiverCentre ($3-
$4); Orchid Show from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday, January 26-27, at Como
Conservatory ($2-$5); King Boreas Grande
Day Parade from 2-4 p.m. from the High
Bridge to Kellogg Mall, featuring recently

Carnival plans cool time on Kellogg

retired Minnesota Twin Joe Mauer as the
grand marshal.

Sunday, January 27—Vulcan Fun Day
from 9 am.-3 p.m. at Fairgrounds; Polar
Plunges from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 6:30-
8 p.m. at Fairgrounds; individual block ice
carving artisan division from 9 am.-2 p.m.
at Kellogg Mall.

Tuesday, January 29—Fro-
zen Family Fun Night from
5-8 p.m. at Landmark Center.

Saturday, February 2—
Doggie Depot from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Union Depot;
y Torchlight Parade at 5:30 p.m.

from Fifth and Wall streets to
the Central Library, followed by

the overthrow of Boreas at 7 p.m., fire-
works at 7:30 p.m. and the Vulcan Victory
Dance from 7:30-11:30 p.m. at the Inter-
Continental Hotel.

Sunday, February 3—Individual block
ice carving professional division from 9
a.m.-2 p.m. at Kellogg Mall; Hops & Hounds
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Kellogg Mall.

St. Paul Winter Carnival buttons are
available for $5 each or $19 for a collector’s
pack of four at Cub Foods, Speedway and
other local retailers. For a full list of carni-
val activities, visit wintercarnival.com.

honey production and delivery operations
at a meeting of the Garden Club of Ramsey
County from 7:25-8:25 p.m. at St. Luke
Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave. The
program is free and open to all.

Tuesday/January22

PREVENTING FALLS will be discussed
by physical therapist Julia Weisbecker

in a Lunch, Learn and Laugh program
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Seabury Senior
Housing, 1830 University Ave. Lunch
includes chicken wrap, green salad, fresh
fruit, coffee and water. The cost is $8 cash

or check. For reservations, call 651-379-
5102 by January 18.

PAX CONVERSATIONAL SALON
returns with a discussion about military
spending and the prospects of eliminating
hunger and poverty worldwide from
6:30-8:30 p.m. at Mississippi Market, 1500
W. Seventh St. Admission is free, though
donations are welcome. Call 651-227-3228.

Wednesday/January 23

THE CARD CLUB will meet for games of
bridge, 500 and cribbage beginning at 8:30

a.m. at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S.
Snelling Ave. New members are welcome to
join in the competition every Wednesday
at 8:30 a.m. An optional lunch is served at
noon for $10 per person.

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will be
accepting blood donations from noon to

6 p.m. at the Waters of Highland Park, 678
S. Snelling Ave. Walk-ins are welcome,

but reservations are recommended. Visit
redcrossblood.org or call 800-733-2767.

Saturday/January26

A ST. PAUL CHARTER SCHOOL Fair
will be held from 9 a.m.-noon at the Wilder
Foundation, 451 N. Lexington Pkwry.,
giving students and families the chance to
meet school administrators and teachers,
ask questions, and learn more about the
programs offered at the city’s more than 35
public charter schools. Admission is free.
Visit stpaulcharterschoolfair.org.

THE MOMS CLUB of St. Paul/Summit
Hill will hold its annual Preschool Fair
from 10 a.m.-noon at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. Many St. Paul
area preschools will be on hand to share
information about their programs. The free,
kid-friendly event will also feature crafts
and music.

WINTER FESTIVAL, a free show and sale
by more than 60 artists and craftspeople,
small businesses and other vendors from the
Upper Midwest, will be held from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. in St. Paul RiverCentre’s Ballroom.

Sunday/January27

CROSSRIVER KOSHERFEST, a
progressive supper featuring the offerings of
20 vendors from near and far, will be served
from 7-9 p.m. at Keg and Case Market, 928
W. Seventh St. Sponsored by the Temple of
Aaron, the kosher feast costs $26.95. For
tickets, visit tinyurl.com/y7yu6ld;.

Monday/January28

MOBILE MENDERS volunteers will offer
their free sewing services from 5:30-7:30
p.m. at the West Seventh Community
Center, 265 Oneida St. Lost buttons, ripped
seams, holes in clothing, they fix it all, up to
three clean items per person free of charge.

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE on Mental
Illness offers a support group for families
and friends of people living with mental
illness from 6:30-8 p.m. today and the
fourth Monday of every month at Wilder
Foundation, 451 N. Lexington Pkwy. Call
Jennifer at 507-254-5524.

\ | A place where
NS #  kids can be kids! PARENT FAIR
, Saturday, January 26, 10am-Noon @ Gloria Dei
OPEN HOUSE

JEAN LYLE CHILDREN'S CENTER

Tuesday, February 5, 6-7pm @ JLCC

“A Core Knowledge school with a long-
standing tradition of academic excellence”

Kindergarten through 5th Grade

Half-Day Preschool & Kindergarten « Extended Day Options

« Social and Emotional Growth
« School Readiness
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Gifted and Talented Information
Thursday, Jan. 24, 6 - 7:30pm

Parent Aware
Rated Program

w¥e

ROOTS & WINGS

Visit our website to sign up for a tour
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Burglary—Tools were reported stolen
from a work site at St. Paul Academy, 1712
Randolph Ave., around 2:30 a.m. Monday,
December 31.

—Two cash boxes and an iPod were report-
ed stolen at Alchemy, 747 S. Cleveland Ave.,
around 5 p.m. Tuesday, January 1.

Theft—Two laptop computers were stolen
from a vehicle on the 2200 block of Ford Park-
way at 9:48 p.m. Friday, December 21.

—Two vehicles were stolen on the 1300
block of East Maynard Drive on January 2-4.

Burglary—A suspect was arrested for cut-
ting security alarms off electronic items at the
Midway Target at 3:19 p.m. Monday, Decem-
ber 31. Another suspect also was arrested for
trying to cut off security tags at the store at
3:20 p.m. Tuesday, January 8.

Theft—A female suspect was arrested
for trying to steal more than $1,000 in items
from the Midway Target between 4-5:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 27. A 24-year-old man
also was arrested for trying to steal more than
$500 in items from the store at 11:31 a.m.
Monday, December 31.

Miscellaneous—Juveniles were arrested
for disorderly conduct and criminal damage
to property after police received a call of fight-
ing at Central High School around 8:15 a.m.
Tuesday, January 8.

Macalester-Groveland

Burglary—A television and other items
were stolen from a residence on the 1500
block of Osceola Avenue between 9:30 a.m.-2
p.m. Friday, January 4.

Theft—A backpack with a laptop comput-
er was stolen from a vehicle on the 400 block
of South Snelling Avenue at 11:19 p.m. Friday,
December 21.

Miscellaneous—Two large rocks were
used to break the front and rear windows of
an apartment on the 1900 block of Grand
Avenue during the evening of January 3-4.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—A garage burglary was reported
on the 700 block of Second Avenue at 8:50

“They know their craft

ort

a.m. Saturday, December 29. Entry was made
by stealing the garage door opener out of a car
in the driveway.

—A garage door opener and cash were sto-
len from a vehicle, and a garage was burglar-
ized on the 2300 block of Cooperfield Drive,
as reported at noon Saturday, December 29.

—Two bicycles were reported stolen from a
condominium on the 1000 block of Riverside
Lane at 9:48 a.m. Thursday, January 3.

Theft—Wallets were reported stolen from
a vehicle on the 2400 block of Pilot Knob
Road at 11:36 a.m. Tuesday, January 1.

Miscellaneous—Houses were egged on the
600 block of Cheyenne Lane, the 800 block
of Wagon Wheel Trail and the 2200 block of
Apache Street on December 28-30.
MerriamPark

Burglary—The Naughty Greek, 181 N.
Snelling Ave., was broken into around 3:35
am. Thursday, December 27.

Theft—A catalytic converter was stolen
from a vehicle on the 2000 block of Gilbert
Avenue the evening of December 26-27.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1600 block
of Ashland Avenue during the evening of
December 27-28.

—Several laptop computers were stolen
from a commercial building at 209 N. Snelling
Ave. between 4-6 p.m. Tuesday, January 8.

—A 24-year-old man was arrested for at-
tempted auto theft and criminal damage to
property at 12:43 p.m. Wednesday, January 9,
at Signal Garage, 1592 Marshall Ave.

Robbery—Police received a call of a man
with a gun and arrested a 26-year-old man for
felony aggravated robbery and threats of vio-
lence at the Midway Cub Foods at 8:29 p.m.
Sunday, January 6.

Theft—Plumbing parts were stolen from a
vehicle on the 1500 block of Iglehart Avenue
during the evening of December 20-21.

—A wallet was reportedly stolen from a
man while he was at a register at the Midway
Cub Foods at 5 p.m. Friday, December 21.

—The catalytic converter was stolen from a
vehicle on Albert Street and Marshall Avenue
between December 26-31.

—Vehicles were reported stolen at the Mid-
way Cub Foods on December 26 and at the
Midway LA Fitness on January 1.

—Multiple items were reported stolen from
tenants of a home, along with $100 in tools

inside and out.”
- Eugene L.

Visit BramanBrothers.com
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from the owner, on the 1500 block of Hague
Avenue at 4:33 p.m. Tuesday, January 1.
—The catalytic converter was stolen from
a vehicle at LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave.,
between 11:10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, January 8.

S it Hill

Robbery—Two suspects with handguns
reportedly stole cellphones, marijuana and
cash from a residence on the 900 block of St.
Clair Avenue at 1:59 p.m. Saturday, Decem-
ber 29. One of the cellphones was recovered
nearby after the suspects fled.

—A Cannondale bike was reported stolen
from a garage on the 500 block of St. Clair Av-
enue at 10:18 a.m. Monday, December 31.

Burglary—Multiple items were stolen from
a vehicle inside a garage on the 800 block of
Goodrich Avenue the evening of January 3-4.

Theft—More than $4,000 in tools were sto-
len from a vehicle on the 600 block of Lincoln
Avenue at 4:16 p.m. Saturday, December 22.

—A vehicle was stolen on St. Albans Street
south of Summit Avenue during the evening
of January 3-4.

—Some $700 in tools were reported stolen
from a vehicle on the 100 block of South Lex-
ington Parkway at 11 a.m. Saturday, January 5.

—DMore than $500 in eyewear was reported
stolen from InVision, 867 Grand Ave., around
2:50 p.m. Sunday, January 6.

S it-Uni it

Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on Dayton Avenue and Oxford Street
at 9:30 p.m. Sunday, December 30.

Burglary—Someone reportedly tried to
break into a house on the 900 block of Car-
roll Avenue between 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday,
January 3. Police said the front porch screens
were damaged, the garage door was kicked in
and the outside cellar door was damaged.

Theft—A 31-year-old homeless man was
arrested for theft around 1:30 p.m. Thursday,
December 27, at St. Paul College. The man
was caught on video taking a credit card left
in an ATM and using it to make $1,157 in
transactions.

—A MacBook Pro computer was stolen
from a vehicle at the Happy Gnome, 498 Selby
Ave., during the evening of December 27-28.

—A wallet was reported stolen from a ve-
hicle on the 400 block of Marshall Avenue
around 5:04 p.m. Friday, December 28.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 900 block
of Dayton Avenue between 8:50-10:10 a.m.

$249,900

Tuesday, January 8.

WestEnd

Theft—A wallet was reported stolen from
a vehicle on the 200 block of South Western
Avenue around 8:52 p.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 27.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 800
block of Randolph Avenue on December 28-
29 and on the 1500 block of Randolph Avenue
on December 31.

—A wallet was stolen from Tom Reids
Hockey City, 258 W. Seventh St., between
3-5:15 p.m. Sunday, January 6.

—A purse was stolen from a vehicle at the
High Bridge dog park on Spring and Wash-
ington streets between 2-2:30 p.m. Tuesday,
January 8.

Assault—A victim was hospitalized follow-
ing an assault on the 200 block of West Sev-
enth Street at 2 a.m. Sunday, December 30.

—Two men ages 27-28 were arrested for
assaulting another man on the 200 block
of West Seventh Street around 1:55 a.m.
Tuesday, January 1.

—A man was hospitalized following an as-
sault at Patrick McGovern’s Pub, 225 W. Sev-
enth St., around 2:15 a.m. Tuesday, January 1.

—An assault was reported at the Eagle
Street Grill, 174 W. Seventh St., around 3:03
a.m. Tuesday, January 1.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported near
Armstrong Avenue and View Street around
6:20 p.m. Friday, January 4.

The following local calls were gathered from

recent reports by the St. Paul Fire Department
and other sources.

Lexington-Hamline—A pedestrian was
injured when struck by a vehicle around 10:44
p-m. Saturday, December 15, on Concordia
Avenue and Griggs Street. A 38-year-old man
was cited in connection with the accident.

Merriam Park—A pedestrian suffered mi-
nor injuries from being struck by a vehicle on
Snelling and University avenues at 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 27. The 42-year-old
female driver was cited for failing to yield to a
pedestrian in a crosswalk.

West End—A pedestrian was injured by
a vehicle on the 900 block of West Seventh
Street around 9:20 p.m. Friday, December 21.
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Artin the open

Plein air painter honors memory
of his father in new gallery exhibit

By ANNE MURPHY

ircling Back,” the forthcoming
Cexhibit of landscapes by Macalester-

Groveland artist Joshua Cunningham,
is a retrospective of sorts. It displays a
collection of oil paintings Cunningham
completed since the 2017 death of his father,
whom he describes as his greatest inspiration.

“This has been a very intuitive time;’
Cunningham said, one that he has spent
looking back at favorite places, looking
deeply at the people he encountered and
looking inward.

Cunningham, 44, will be on hand to
discuss the reflections and introspection
represented in “Circling Back” at the exhibit’s
opening from 2-5 p.m. Saturday, January
26, at the Groveland Gallery, 25 Groveland
Terrace in Minneapolis.

“Circling Back” marks Cunninghams first
major exhibit at Groveland since joining the
gallery as a featured artist in 2017. That new
association speaks to his growing reputation
as an artist. His works are now included in
private collections across the United States.

“When we first began to work with
Joshua, we were impressed not only with
his paintings, but also the enthusiasm with
which he approaches his career and his art,”
said Sally Johnson, director of the Groveland
Gallery.

“Groveland Gallery specializes in regional
art and contemporary landscape paintings,
running the gamut from photorealism to
abstract landscape;” Johnson said. “Joshua
was a natural fit, representing the more
traditional approach. His paintings contain a
sense of immediacy, capturing the ephemeral
atmospheres of dusk, dawn, rain, snow, fog
and sunshine. The viewer is left with the
impression that the artist was fully absorbed
while creating the image. The paintings allow
viewers to place themselves in the same
moment””

The Groveland show will include between
20 and 30 of Cunningham’s works displayed
in two rooms. Many of the paintings are of
places that Cunningham first visited with
his father. In the revisiting he found new
components in the landscape to highlight.
There are also works linked to people who
entered the artist’s life unexpectedly during
the last year and gave him a new appreciation
for the color or light or mood of a location.

Cunningham largely paints outdoors, in
the “plein air}’ in St. Paul and in the rural
areas of southeastern Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Iowa, though he sometimes finishes the
paintings in his studio in the home he shares

JAN 26 - 27

The
O’SHAUGHNESSY

St. Catherine University
https://oshag.stkate.edu/events

with his wife and two children in Macalester-
Groveland. He traces his appreciation for
familiar places to the farm in rural Isanti
County where he grew up as the third of five
brothers.

His father, a St. Louis Park police officer,
inspired Cunninghamss love of painting
through a book about American artist
Andrew Wyeth. The book was kept on a
table in their home, and though he does not
paint like Wyeth, Cunningham said he was
fascinated by the book.

Cunningham had in fact settled on a
career in law enforcement when his youngest
brother was killed in a car accident. That
tragic event “ignited a clarity in me—that
you only go around once and what you do
with your time is important,” Cunningham
said. “T decided I wanted to spend my life as
an artist”

Cunningham enrolled in classes in
abstract art at St. Cloud State and St. John’s
universities. Then he found himselfin a
summer apprenticeship with Merriam Park
fresco painter Mark Balma. “My story as an
artist is a lot shorter without (Balma),” he
said. “He took me on as an apprentice and
student in 1998 and "99”

“Joshua is a very talented and dedicated
painter that I had the privilege to know
and instruct in his early training,” Balma
said. “He has proven his dedication to the
plein air approach to painting by capturing
the physical and spiritual verities of St.

Paul, Minneapolis and the surrounding
countryside”

Happ

v Hour

From the wooded shoreline, landscape painter Joshua Cunningham renders a landscape
of Crosby Lake in the frigid and crystal clear air of early January. protos By BrAD STAUFFER

Following that apprenticeship,
Cunningham enrolled in The Atelier in
Minneapolis where he focused on drawing
figures and portraits. After two years there,
he spent the next four years studying under
Highland Park painter Joseph Paquet, whom
he credits with inspiring him to become a
landscape painter.

Cunningham’s “zest for life, work ethic and
true joy of study has taken him far;” Paquet
said. “It has been wonderful to watch the
trajectory of his art”

“My dad took a few classes with Joe also,”
Cunningham said.

To pay tribute to his father, Cunningham
lugged his easel, canvases and paints to the
places they had visited together. Along the

Clutching a brush
in his mittened
hand, plein air
painter Joshua
Cunningham
works the palette
before applying
another stroke

to a landscape

of Crosby Lake in
Highland Park.
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way, he painted other landscapes that gave
him pause and a new appreciation for the life
and love he had with his family and on the
farm. Among these encounters were chance
meetings with a man who was taking photos
of an orange sunset on the river in St. Paul for
his wife who was dying of cancer and with a
woman who was knitting while her husband
fished nearby.

The latter encounter is rendered in
“Knitting and Fishing” Other paintings
on view in “Circling Back” include “Spring
Alley;” a rendering of “a little slip of an alley
between James and Palace” avenues; and
“Melting Into March,” of the trestle that
crosses Water Street in Lilydale.

Early this month, Cunningham was still
working on several paintings drawn from
his “Circling Back” excursions. Some of his
paintings take four to six hours to complete,
others take a year and a half—"or 15 years,
he added with a smile.

Cunningham said he loves how St. Paul
has “grown up along the river and the
railroad. The rhythms of the neighborhoods
flow out from and with the railroad, the
bluffs, the river bottoms and gorge. The
prairie, too, will enter into my work. Like the
plants that make it up, the prairie has taken
deep roots in my artistic imagination, and
I'm sure to be painting more of it.

“Ideas, opportunities and suggestions
come. I write them down, I follow them up,
and I listen, but in the end all I know is that
regardless of where I am, I will be painting
my best answer to what the place asked of
me”

“Circling Back” will remain on view
through March 2. For more information, call
the Groveland Gallery at 612-377-7800 or
visit grovelandgallery.com.
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Books

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play
host to free readings and discussions with
novelist David Housewright and First, Kill
the Lawyers, the latest installment in his
Holland Taylor series, at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
January 16; and authors Michael Brodkorb
and Allison Mann and The Girls are Gone,
their book about the 2013 disappearance of
sisters Samantha and Gianna Rucki, at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, January 30. Call 651-493-2791
or visit subtextbooks.com.

“Surviving TB in Minnesota,” a history
forum led by Mary Krugerud, author of The
Girl in Building C: The True Story of a Teen-
age Tuberculosis Patient, will be held at

7 p.m. Tuesday, January 22, at the Minnesota
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. Admis-
sion is free. Call 651-259-3000.

Author Rhonda Gilliland will discuss her
book, Cooked to Death: Tales of Crime and
Cookery, during a free reading at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, January 23, at Common Good
Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave. Call 651-225-8989
or visit commongoodbooks.com.

Minnesota Treasures: Stories Behind the
State’s Historic Places author Denis Gardner
will discuss the creation of the National
Register of Historic Places and what makes
an eligible property in a free program at 7
p.m. Thursday, January 24, at the Roseville
Library, 2180 N. Hamline Ave. An historian
in the Minnesota State Historic Preservation
Office, Gardner will also highlight properties
in the area that are on the National Register.

The early Sherlock Holmes fan clubs that
sprang up in response to the mysteries of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle will be discussed in a
two-hour Happy Hour program beginning
at 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. Thursday, January

31, at the Alexander Ramsey House, 265

S. Exchange St. Tickets are $26 (age 21 and
older) and include two drinks and snacks.
Call 651-296-8760 or visit cart.mnhs.org.

Dance

CAAM Chinese Dance Theater will mark
the Lunar New Year with the world premiere
performance of “Once Upon a Lake” from
7-9 p.m. Saturday and 2-4 p.m. Sunday,
January 26 and 27, in the O’Shaughnessy at
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Live from Ljubljana. Slovenian classical guitarist Karmen Stendler will make
her North American debut performing compositions from the 1500s to the presentin a
Minnesota Guitar Society concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, January 26, in Sundin Musical
Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. A graduate of the University of Music in Weimar and the Academy
of Music in Ljubljana, Stendler is fluent in Slovenian, English, German, Serbian and Span-
ish and has a black belt in karate. Concert tickets are $10-$25. Visit mnguitar.org.

St. Catherine University. Tickets are $20 in
advance, $25 at the door. Visit oshag.stkate.
edu or call 651-690-6700.

Exhibits

“Yes, and the Body Has Memory,” works by
artists Leah Edelman-Brier, Lorena Molina,
Carla Alexandra Rodriguez and Rikki
Wright that touch on home and its many
meanings, are on view through January 26 in
the Law Warschaw Gallery in the Fine Arts
Center at Macalester College. A discussion
of their art will be held in the gallery at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, January 23. Admission is
free. For gallery hours, call 651-696-6416.

The Bell Museum of Natural History, 2088
Larpenteur Ave., will kick oft a year-long
commemoration of the 50th anniversary

of the Apollo moon landing with special
events from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, January 19-20. “Space Fest: Cleared
for Launch” will feature talks by scientists
who specialize in micrometeorites, infrared
astronomy, aerospace engineering and astro-
photography. Lunar displays and demonstra-
tions, hands-on activities and planetarium

PHOTO BY MIRJAM CANCER

shows will also be part of the fun. A Star
Party to observe the total lunar eclipse and
the stars with high-powered telescopes will
be held from 8:30 p.m.-midnight Sunday,
January 20. Admission is $12, $10 for seniors,
$9 for youths ages 3-21. For more informa-
tion or to register for the Star Party, call 612-
626-9660 or visit bellmuseum.umn.edu.

The art and artists of the state Capitol will
be highlighted in 90-minute guided tours

of the state house beginning at 11 a.m. and

1 p.m. Saturday, January 19. See the murals,
sculptures and lavish decorations of the
Capitol and learn about the multimillion-
dollar effort to restore the art’s original
appearance. The cost is $10, $9 for seniors,
college students and veterans, $8 for children
ages 5-17.

“Ruth Crane: A Collector’s Journey;

close to 100 works from Crane’s collection

of ceramics representing a wide array of
experimentation and technique in the areas
of texture, color and surface design, will open
with a public reception from 6-8 p.m. Friday,
January 25, in Gallery 241 of the Goldstein
Museum of Design, located in McNeal Hall
on the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul
campus at 1985 Buford Ave. The ceramics
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will remain on view through May 19. Admis-
sion is free. Visit goldstein.design.umn.edu
or call 612-624-7801.

“ISIS Is Not,” a show by Merriam Park artist
Shiloh Clamons, will open on Saturday, Jan-
uary 26, at the East Side Freedom Library,
1105 Greenbrier St. Clamons is a humani-
tarian worker who employs art therapy with
children and refugees who have experienced
trauma. Her art, which will remain on view
through February 13, draws on the stories
told to her by the refugees she has worked
with in France, Belgium, Greece and Italy. An
opening reception will run from 6-8 p.m. on
January 26. Clamons will offer a workshop
for children from 3-5 p.m. that afternoon.
Admission is free. Call 651-230-3294.

“Winter on the Hill,” an exhibit on the
history of the St. Paul Winter Carnival and
the Hill family’s involvement in the festival in
its early years, will be featured during tours
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and 1-4 p.m.
Sunday, January 26 and 27, at the James J.
Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. Visitors will be
invited to play old games and put together
old jigsaw puzzles. Admission is $6-$10. Visit
cart.mnhs.org or call 651-297-2555.

Family

Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall
Ave., will offer the following free programs:
Creative Nonfiction, a writing workshop
conducted by Margie O’Loughlin from
1-3:30 p.m. on six Wednesdays (registration
required); Board at the Library featuring
games of Clue, Apples to Apples, checkers,
chess and more, 2-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays;
Family Storytime, 10:30 a.m. Fridays; and
You Can Make It, hands-on activities for
children ages 7-11, 3-5 p.m. Mondays. Call
651-642-0385.

Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy.,
will host Yarn Night, fiber therapy for all
ages, at 6:15 p.m. Thursday, January 17; Read
Brave Storytime with St. Paul Mayor Melvin
Carter and the picture book Shelter by Celine
Claire at 11 a.m. Saturday, January 26; a Care
Brave activity with families putting together
hygiene kits and sock bundles for the needy
at 1 p.m. Sunday, January 27; Baby Storytime
at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays; Nature
Smart, a trading post in natural science and
history, 4 p.m. Wednesdays; Createch, high-
tech fun for teenagers, 3:30 p.m. Thursdays;
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Children’s Storytime, 11 a.m. Saturdays and
10:30 a.m. Mondays; and Amharic Storytime,
6 p.m. Tuesdays. Call 651-695-3700.

Celebrate the life of Martin Luther King

Jr. and reflect on his legacy and the lasting
impact of the events of 1968 with family-
friendly art activities, service projects and
live music and poetry from noon-3 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, January 19-
21, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W.
Kellogg Blvd. The weekend also marks the
close of the “1968” exhibit. Admission is $6-
$12. Call 651-259-3000.

See vintage model trains chugging through
a winter wonderland in Night Trains from
6-9 p.m. Saturdays, now through February
23, at the Twin Cities Model Railroad
Museum, 668 Transfer Road. The museum’s
overhead lights are turned down and its
miniature street, train and building lights

are turned up, giving a warm glow to the
landscape. Admission is $10, free for children
ages 4 and under. Visit tcmrm.org.

Film

Five of the year’s best giant-screen films
are being shown through February 28

in the Science Museum of Minnesota’s
Omnitheater, 120 W. Kellogg Blvd. Omni-
fest 2019 features Ring of Fire, on the volca-
noes that circle the Pacific Ocean; Journey to
Space, a sweeping overview of humankind’s
achievements in outer space; The Greatest
Places, a tour of seven of the world’s most
dynamic landscapes; National Parks Adven-
ture; and Tornado Alley with storm chaser
Sean Casey. Tickets are $9.95, $8.95 for
seniors and children ages 4-12. Visit smm.
org or call 651-221-9444.

Actor Dennis Hopper’s unrivaled intensity
portraying lost souls and remorseless creeps
is celebrated in January at Trylon Cinema,
2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. The series
continues with The American Friend (1977),
directed by Wim Wenders and starring
Hopper and Bruno Ganz, at 7 p.m. January
20, and 7 and 9:30 p.m. January 21 and 22;
Blue Velvet (1986), directed by David Lynch
and starring Hopper, Kyle MacLachlan and
Isabella Rossellini, 5 p.m. January 27, 7 p.m.
January 28 and 9:30 p.m. January 29; True
Romance (1993) starring Hopper, Christian
Slater, Patricia Arquette and Christopher
Walken, 7:30 p.m. January 27, 9:30 p.m. Jan-
uary 28, and 7 p.m. January 29. Tickets are
$8. Call 612-424-5468 or visit trylon.org.

Rondo: Beyond the Pavement, a docu-
mentary about the predominately African

American neighborhood of St. Paul told by
those who lived in the area decimated by the
construction of I-94 in the 1950s and ’60s,
will be shown at 6 p.m. Monday, January

21, at SteppingStone Theatre, 55 N. Vic-
toria St. The 30-minute film was made by
local youths with help from film and audio
specialists Bianca Rhodes and Katharine
DeCelle. A question-and-answer session will
follow with the youths and elders from the
Rondo neighborhood. Free tickets may be
reserved at saintpaulalmanac.org.

Music

Together We Sing, an afternoon of singing
and building community spirit led by the
VocalEssence Singers of This Age, G. Phillip
Shoultz III, Mila Vocal Ensemble and the
Cameroon Choir, will be held from 1:30-5
p.m. Saturday, January 19, at the Minnesota
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. Eastern
European and West African songs of protest
and progress, African American spirituals
and American Civil Rights anthems will

be featured in the program, which closes
with a service project benefiting Ujamaa
Place, a St. Paul nonprofit that helps young
African American men transform their lives.
Admission is free. No singing experience

is required. To register, arrive early or visit
vocalessence.org.

The 38th annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Tribute Concert will be held from 3-4:30
p.m. Sunday, January 20, in the Ted Mann
Concert Hall, 2128 Fourth St. S. in Min-
neapolis. The free program mingles the
words of the Reverend King with musical
performances by Ginger Commodore,
Chadwick Niles Phillips, Harry Waters

Jr., the VocalEssence Singers of This Age,
Jacob Dodd, Brian A. Grandison, Madalyn
McCurdy, Karla Nweje, Atosha Rypa and
the University of Minnesota brass ensemble.

“City Life,” a program on the vibrancy of
urban living with works by Copland and
others, will be presented by the Seward
Concert Band at 7:30 p.m. Friday, January
25, in the auditorium of Sanford Middle
School, 3524 42nd Ave. S. in Minneapolis.
Admission is by donation with $6 suggested
for adults, $5 for seniors and $4 for students
and children.

“Fire and Ice,” Latin music that is guaranteed
to warm your tapping toes, will be performed
at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, January 24, at the
MacPhail Center for Music, 501 Second St.

S. in Minneapolis. Taking the stage will be
guitarist Mark Bussey, soprano Patricia Kent,

pianist David Viscoli and duo pianists Lacey
West and Rebecca Heyn. Admission is $15,
$6 for students. A 10 a.m. reception with
complimentary coffee and doughnuts will
precede the show. Call 612-333-0313 or visit
thursdaymusical.org.

The St. Paul Civic Symphony will perform
“Hot & Cool Classics” in a free concert at
2 p.m. Sunday, January 27, at Landmark
Center.

Award-winning organist Monica Czausz
will present an eclectic program in recital
at 4 p.m. Sunday, January 27, on the 55-
rank Schlicker organ at Mount Olive
Lutheran Church, 3045 Chicago Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. Admission is free, though
donations will be taken to support Mount
Olive’s Music and Fine Arts program. A
reception will follow in the churchs Chapel
Lounge. Call 612-827-5919.

Theater

Florian Zeller’s The Father, winner of

the Moliere Award as the best French play
in 2014, is playing through January 27 at
Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. Craig
Johnson and Miriam Schwarz star as a man
with dementia and the daughter who cares
for him. Told entirely from Dad’s point of
view, the play addresses the cruelties of love
and the limits of patience while questioning
reality and the meaning of truth. Show times
are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays
and 3 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $28, $25 for
seniors and Fringe button holders, and half
your age for those under 30. Call 888-718-
4253 or visit gremlintheatre.org.

The Children, a haunting drama by Lucy
Kirkwood that challenges contemporary
notions about morality and generational
obligation, is being staged through February
10 at the Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave.

S. in Minneapolis. Named Best Play by the
U.K. Writers’ Guild, The Children tells of two
retired nuclear scientists who reside in a quiet
cabin on the British coast while the outside
world erupts in chaos. Directed by Casey
Stangl, it stars Laila Robins, Linda Kelsey and
Stephen Yoakam. The curtain rises at 7:30
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays and at 2
and 7:30 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $35-$50.
Call 612-822-7063 or visit jungletheater.com.

South Minneapolis comedienne Lorna
Landvik’s improvisational tour de force,
Party in the Rec Room has returned at 7 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays through January 26

at the Bryant-Lake Bowl, 810 W. Lake St. in
Minneapolis. Tickets are $18 in advance, $20

on the day of show. Visit brownpapertickets.
com or call 612-825-8949.

A Squid Has Three Hearts, a workshop
presentation of a new play about how
climate change can affect communities on

a personal level, will be performed by the
Umbrella Collective at 7:30 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday, January 28 and 29, at SpringBOX,
262 University Ave. The drama tells of an
expectant parent who is forced to examine
the environmental consequences of bringing
a child into the world. Filled with music and
physicality, the piece swims between fairy
tale and hard reality, helplessness and hope.
Tickets are priced on a sliding scale from
$5-$20. Visit umbrellaco.org.

Et cetera

Stand-up comedians of national renown,

a family workshop and gallery exhibition

are all on tap this month in the Twin Cities
Jewish Humor Festival, held at both the
Sabes Jewish Community Center in St. Louis
Park and the St. Paul JCC at 1375 St. Paul
Ave. The schedule includes comedian Ophira
Eisenberg and special guest Elise Cole at 7:30
p-m. Saturday, January 19, at the St. Paul JCC
(tickets are $18 in advance, $20 day of show);
“The Simpsons & Other Jewish Families,”

an evening with longtime “The Simpsons”
writer Mike Reiss, 7:30 p.m. Monday, January
21, at the St. Paul JCC ($12 in advance, $15
day of show); comedian Scott Blakeman and
special guest Mike Vogel, 7:30 p.m. Thursday;,
January 24, at the Sabes JCC ($12 in advance,
$15 day of show); comedian Julie Goldman
and special guest Riley Silverman, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 26, at the Sabes JCC ($18
in advance, $20 day of show); a workshop for
families in creating comic superhero
self-portraits, 1-3 p.m. Sunday, January 27,

at both JCCs ($5 for ages 5 and older,
includes supplies); and an exhibit of vibrant
paintings by Frank and Pamela Gaard that
explore humor in subtle and obvious ways,
now through January 27 at both JCCs (free).
For tickets, call 1-800-838-3006 or visit
sabesjcc.org.

Auditions for Lex-Ham Community
Theater’s production of God of Carnage by
Yasmina Reza will be held from 1-2:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 26, and from 7-9:30 p.m.,
Monday, January 28, in Room 150 of the
Music and Fine Arts Building at Concordia
University, 310 N. Hamline Ave. Rehearsals
will begin on March 25. Performances are
May 10-18. For more information or an
audition appointment, visit lexhamarts.org.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Vikings’ success is
never guaranteed

at a difference a year makes. About 11 months

W;go, Viking fans were chortling. The team had
snagged the young coaching guru who helped the

Philadelphia Eagles maul the locals in the NFC title game.
Then the team signed quarterback Kirk Cousins away from
Washington. It had been generally agreed that Cousins was
the premier free agent signal-caller available and that he
would be a better fit than the plodding Case Keenum.

The price was steep at three years, $28 million a year for
Cousins, but the results would be worth it, right?

There was, however, a couple of small snags. Turns out
the $84 million man can throw the ball a mile, but had
difficulty running 10 yards before he would be submerged by
defenders. This proved to be a problem because the offensive
line, which had a few issues the year before, was suspect.
Keenum didn't have a great arm, but was elusive. Cousins had
a great arm and was not.

There was one other item Viking fans had forgotten. A
lucky bounce had kept the team afloat when it appeared they
were going to be beaten at home in a playoft game against
New Orleans in 2017. Also, the Chicago Bears, who had
shown signs of life in 2017, were suddenly a lot better than
expected. Add in a few bad bounces, a field goal fiasco in a
tie against a Green Bay team that turned out not to be very
good and the fact that what worked for the new boy genius in
Philadelphia didn’t work here.

The boy genius was fired late in the season and, when
push came to shove in the final game of the season, the Bears
whacked the locals to keep them out of the playofts.

There may have been some comfort in local quarters
because the hated Packers fell apart as well, costing their head
coach his job. It should have been small comfort.

Peyton Manning, who knew a thing or two about winning
football games, once said, “Time changes. Circumstances
change and that's the reality of playing in the NFL”

The reality of 2018 for the Vikings was they simply weren't
good enough to win. The job between now and when
training camp convenes in August is to figure out why and do
something about it.

Vannelli brothers to leave STA hockey

St. Thomas Academy never had poor hockey teams, but
always seemed to be lingering in the background until co-
head coaches Tom and Greg Vannelli arrived on the scene
in 2003. Tom had been a superb player at St. Paul Academy
and the University of Minnesota, and started out coaching
at Cretin-Derham Hall. Brother Greg played for STA and
collegiately at St. Thomas before starting his coaching career
at SPA.

When they decided to join forces at STA, suddenly the
Cadets were a team on the move, running roughshod over
Class A foes. STA won five state titles in seven seasons. There
was considerable yelping by their victims and the Cadets
agreed to move up to Class AA. The result: three more trips
to state all resulting in consolation trophies.

Theres room for one more trophy in the case. Greg, 65
and Tom, 64, announced the other day that this will be their
last season of coaching hockey at STA. It came a day after the
Cadets upended rival CDH 3-0 to improve to 10-3-1 overall.

Greg will stay with the program to aid with the transition
and will continue coaching the STA golf team in the spring.

STA athletic director Bob Slater, a 1977 graduate of the
school, said in a press release that the job will be posted soon
and he hopes to have a new coach on board by the end of the
school year.

That person will have difficult skates to fill.

Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.

Pound drums up fans with rockin’ workouts

By MimMm1 GELLER

calories,” hollers Jenni Bolton to start

her fitness class. Bolton is the found-
er and owner of Key Fitness in Men-
dota Heights. The studio is connected
to Boltzs Family Martial Arts Academy
where her husband, Master Greg Boltz
Bolton, teaches.

When Bolton hollers, it is most likely
because she is teaching a Pound fitness
class. Pound was introduced in 2011
by a pair of former female college ath-
letes and recreational drummers from
Los Angeles. The full-body workout is
one of the first to combine cardio fit-
ness with drumming. The class uses
bright green Ripstix, which are twice the
weight of normal drumsticks. An aver-
age 45-minute class is believed to burn
between 400-900 calories.

Besides the body burnout, it is the
music that is the staple of Pound. While
holding isometric and plyometric poses,
Pound lets anyone rock out while they
work out. Two- to four-minute songs are
calculated to match extended fat-burn-
ing sequences and high interval squats
and lunges. The movements draw in-
spiration from yoga, pilates, cardio and
strength training.

Key Fitness has offered Pound classes
for the past couple of years. “It's a party
more than it’s a fitness class, but you get
the same sweat, the same muscle burn-
out, the same high-intensity intervals,
she said. “At the end of class, you don't
even realize you did a workout. Thats
what I love about it, because it makes it
so accessible”

A mother of six kids and a survivor
of domestic abuse, Bolton embarked on
her fitness journey in 2010 as a means
for relief. She started as a cardio kick-
boxing instructor, which led to meet-
ing her new husband and starting their
combined fitness studio.

“It was exciting to introduce fitness
to people who had never incorporated
exercise in their routine,” Bolton said.
“A lot of them were coming from the
same place I had come from, where I
looked at fitness as a gym class or jog-
ging. Because I didn't like either of those

If you sing along you will burn more

Jenni Bolton makes some noise while leading a Pound workout class at Key
Fitness in Mendota Heights. proto 8Y BrRAD STAUFFER

things, I thought I didn't like exercising.
Once I started cardio kickboxing, it be-
came my mission to help people find
their fit”

Bolton attributes much of the success
of the Pound class at Key Fitness to Kim
Cooper, who is known as the “Pound
mama” of Minnesota. Cooper has
taught Pound and other fitness classes
at Key Fitness as well as the YMCA in
Southdale, The Studio Eagan and in cor-
porate fitness classes at Best Buy, Target
and Ameriprise Financial.

“T honestly think that shes the driv-
ing force behind why Pound is getting
so popular in Minnesota right now;” said
Lynnea Dalieden, a Pound teacher at
Main Studio in Lonsdale.

“She’s been a huge force in Pound
in Minnesota,” Bolton said. “She re-
ally pours into that Pound community.
When we launch new classes at Key
Fitness, shes the one who gets all of the
people in the community there”

Cooper runs the Pound Posse MN
Facebook group, where instructors and

participants post events and upcoming
schedules. She started her Pound jour-
ney in 2015 by driving throughout Min-
nesota to find as many studios that of-
fered the class as she could.

“I went to a Pound class and I fell in
love with it because it was just so crazy
and outside the box;” Cooper said. “This
community grew and has kept grow-
ing. Maybe because I always refer to the
Pound community as a family they call
me a mother”

Besides the incredible calorie burn,
Pounds accessibility is what draws many
of its members. Mistakes in class are
called drum solos. In class, there are no
judgments and no strives for perfection.
It was built to create fun.

Bolton, who believes that there is a
kind of fitness format for every person,
praises Pound for its creative energy:

“It really is a come-as-you-are format,”
she said. “There’s no right or wrong. It’s
just moving and having a good time and
remembering that movement can be

»

fun

CDH has gem of a hockey player in Gleason

By BiLL WAGNER

retin-Derham Hall junior captain
CMatt Gleason really only has one

flaw, if you can call it that, but it
hasnt prevented him from becoming
one of the best high school hockey play-
ers in the state.

“His weakness is his height;” said first-
year Raiders coach Matt Funk. “He’s a
generous 5-foot-8”

Gleason has a low center of gravity
that makes him tough to knock off the
puck. Combine that with his natural
speed and lightness on his skates, and
you have a well-polished forward who
has already drawn plenty of attention
from colleges.

“What sets him apart is his competi-
tiveness, Funk said. “He can score from
anywhere and hes a great ambassador
for our program.”

Gleason is so valuable for the Raiders
that hes out on the ice nearly 65 per-
cent of the time. He mostly plays cen-
ter, which capitalizes on his quickness
on faceoffs and his natural vision of the
ice and playmaking skills. However, on
power plays the left-handed shooter is
employed as a wing, where he can ma-
neuver to unleash a blistering shot.

College talent scouts usually look for
how well a player performs without the
puck, and Gleason qualifies superbly on
that score.

“He plays the game at both ends of
the rink;” said Funk, who also employs
Gleason as a penalty killer. That drives
opponents to distraction, since they
cant concentrate on finding the net if
they have to make sure Gleason doesn't
steal the puck and score.

Before this season is over, his offensive
numbers will undoubtedly rank among

the top in the state. He started out with
four goals and three assists after the first
three games. He followed that up with
three goals and three assists in a 11-9
win over Forest Lake.

Gleason was probably every bit as
good two days later, even though it was
a 5-0 loss to Wayzata and he was held off
the score sheet. The Trojans outshot the
Raiders 37-15 and were in control from
start to finish, but Gleason was easily the
best player on the ice. He twice exhibit-
ed his skating speed on breakaways and
got off shots that were only thwarted on
great saves by Wayzata’s Danny Fraga.

Gleason also was a going concern on
the penalty kill, and set up a nice two-on-
one break in the third period while the
Raiders were shorthanded. Throughout
the game, he skated the puck out of his

CDH'’S GLEASON »21
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Talented Sibley senior Tori Nelson
is no longer flying under the radar

By BiLL WAGNER

ori Nelson, a 6-foot-2 senior forward

I for the Henry Sibley girls’ basketball

team, is rightly being recognized as one

of the best players in the state and has set an
ambitious goal for her final prep season.

“I've never won a section (playoft) game,
said Nelson, who has earned a full scholarship
at South Dakota State next season. “I really
want to get a win there. We know that we have
that potential as a team. We want to go deep
into the playoffs”

Nelson has the skills to make that a real-
ity. Through January 7, she was averaging
21 points, nine rebounds, two steals and two
blocks per game. Earlier this season, she sur-
passed 2,000 career points and was closing
in on 1,000 rebounds for the Warriors, who
were 6-6 overall and 1-0 in the Metro East
Conference.

“She’s the complete package when it comes
to basketball talent,” said Sibley coach Harry
Jenness Jr. “She can play any position on the
floor, and she’s as humble as they come?”

Nelson knows when to shoot and when to
pass. She’s capable of hitting from the outside,
including three-pointers. And when those
shots aren’t there, she drives for a close shot or
gets fouled. Still, she is less concerned about
her own offensive numbers and more about
shutting down opponents.

“Defense is my favorite part of basketball,”
Nelson said. “T've always liked the thought of
having to stop the girl 'm guarding. When
you play defense, you have to give it every-
thing you have. You have to always be mov-
ing your feet. If one player breaks down on
defense, your whole team breaks down”

There isn’t much that Nelson doesn’t do for
the Warriors. She scored between 17 and 31
points during the team’s first five games this
season. Sibley suffered a one-sided defeat
against Roseville on December 8, but Nelson
still hit for a team-high 25.

As the word has traveled about Nelson,
who seems to play a lot taller than the tape
measure says, opponents have tried to double
and even triple-team her. Some players may
become angry and be turned off their game
when the defensive pressure increases, but
Nelson think it's a compliment.

“Tt can get frustrating,” she admitted, “but
it presents a chance to get the rest of the team

Tori Nelson continues to rack up points
and rebounds for Sibley. pHoto Bv BrAD sTAUFFER

involved. You just can't let it get you down and
I'll do anything to help the team win”

When Nelson puts the ball on the floor and
drives the lane, she’s very difficult to stop. She
can also step back and drain the three. This
is something that Jenness is quite comfortable
with. In fact, he’s usually pretty at ease when-
ever the ball is in her hands.

“He likes it when I get open for three-point-
ers,” Nelson said. “He has the confidence that
I'll make the shot, and I can also step down
into the post”

Nelson started playing basketball as a first-
grader growing up in Mendota Heights. Both
of her parents played prep basketball in Mor-
ris, Minnesota. Nelson’s older brother, Noah,
played hockey and baseball for Sibley. Its an
athletic family for sure, but now it's Nelson’s
turn to shine.

She said she doesn’t know how quickly she
will fit into South Dakota State’s plans when
she arrives there next season. “They haven't
really said yet,” she said, “but I'll just take it as
it comes”

Nelson said her biggest challenge is the
length of the basketball season. “Its a long
season, but you just have to keep a good at-
titude;” she said. “You just have to remember
the rewards you get from the hard work”

And if that translates into an even longer
season by making a strong playoff run, she
won't mind a bit.

20« CDH’S GLEASON

zone like a rocket.

He has likely already earned himself a spot
in Division I college ranks because of his play.
Though it has yet to be confirmed with a letter
of intent, he is expected to play for Colorado
College and according to Funk would do well
there both athletically and academically. “He
has about a 3.8 GPA,” he said.

Gleason likes all the minutes Funk gives
him on the ice for CDH, which was 7-4-1
overall and 5-1 in the Suburban East Confer-
ence through January 5. Through 12 games,
Gleason had 14 goals and 12 assists, including
a hat trick in an 8-2 win over Roseville.

“For me, it's always been about keeping
in the best shape possible,” Gleason said. “If
youre one of the leaders of the team, you
always have to be ready to be out there. I've
always had that leadership trait. I've always
tried to do what's best for the team”

Gleason grew up playing center, but said he
also likes the way he’s deployed as a wing on
the power play. “I learned how to be a play-
maker;” he said. “T'm always thinking pass
first. I have to tell myself to shoot more”

While some forwards may view penalty
killing duties as drudgery, Gleason has no
such sentiments. “T love it;” he said. “T take a
lot of pride on my faceoffs”

Funk knows just how valuable Gleason is
when he takes the draws, and wants him on

Matt Gleason doing one of the things he
does well—win faceoffs. pHoto By BRAD STAUFFER

the ice for as many as possible. Gleason fig-
ures that he wins the draw about 60 percent of
the time and compiles a scouting list of face-
oft opponents with the help of CDH coaches.

“T just try to be quicker than the other guy,”
he said.

Many college teams want their recruits to
play a year of junior hockey first or, in some
cases, play juniors while still in high school,
but Gleason said leaving early will not happen
with him.

“Ilove CDH,” he said. “Ilove playing on this
team. I'd like to win a state tournament before
I'm through?”
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LOVENOTES v v ¥

Roses are red, violets are blue,
this space is just waiting, wait-
ing for you! Check here on
February 13th for Love Notes!
Call us at 651-699-1462 or
email WantAds@MyVillager.
com to buy your Love Note
today!

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for
holiday gifts, businesses, sales,
weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For details, text 612-
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run,
t-shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for
holiday gifts or any occasion you
are promoting. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

BALDWIN UPRIGHT piano, 1980s.
Beautiful sound, walnut, $800.
Call Kate, 651-644-9433.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry.
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified
Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. | make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110.

WE BUY IT ALL! Paying Cash -
not check. WCCO #1 Appraiser/
Gemologist. House/Bank calls.
Gold, dental gold, diamonds, sil-
ver coins, sterling, baseball cards,
QVC/costume/estate jewelry, com-
ics, militaria, etc. Free advice. 41
years in biz. BBB A+ rating. Mark,
612-802-9686.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references.
License #RR155317. Insured.
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing,
glazing, staining, cement work.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small
painting jobs, wallpaper removal.
612-202-5514.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky
faucets to new additions. | can
save you money on electrical and
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

Call NOW to Reserve

PLOWING &
SHOVELING

Tree & Stump
Removal

L EXE R R R
WDS .
Landscaping
651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES;
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, proficient.
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”,
651-285-3237.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality work at affordable rates.
Full service interior/exterior.
Free estimates. 651-246-2869;
www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years;
good references. 651-207-2249 c.
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior
remodeling/exterior renovation.
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable.
John, 651-644-4957.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Framing. Remodeling. Tile.
Professional. Reasonable.
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. Fully
insured. Free estimates. Attention
to detail. Call Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+
years'. Exceptional experience.
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and
column bases replicated plus
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or
theturningpointwoodworks.com

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great
prices, FREE estimates. Same day
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair,
creation and remodeling. Great
savings! Call for free consultation.
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle
bathrooms.com

LANDEEN DRYWALL and plaster
repair. Finishing and specialized
spraying. Dennis, 952-220-1233.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile.
612-275-9815.

DON'T

Replace your
dows

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

CLASSIFIED ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
(lassified Categories & more information available at
www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues.
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues.
All dlassifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: January 30

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EVERYTHING DRYWALL.
Sheetrock, plaster, textures, skim
coating and painting. Insured.
David, 612-554-3028.

HOME SERVICES

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes.
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured.
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair.
29th year in Villager area. Fully
insured for your peace of mind.
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured.
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling:
Basements to Chimneys. 20%
Senior Discount. BBB Listed, also
Angie’s List. Free estimates. Jeff,
651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for
your peace of mind. Call us today.
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality
work, 30 years' experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry.

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman
Services. MN License #BC665235.
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All
general repairs, large and small
projects; low rates; quality work.
651-225-9942.

*CHAIRS RE-GLUED*
by Cilek, 651-699-4022.

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

621 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Deadline: January 23

HOME SERVICES

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

LANDMARK TILE & Stone.
Certified Tile Installer and
Member of the National Tile
Contractors Association. Free
Estimates. Insured. Contact Tim,
651-260-9325 or tim@landmark
tradesmn.com

HOME HANDYMAN. Retired
teacher. House repairs, carpentry,
tiling, painting, flooring. Prompt,
reliable, reasonable rates. Dan,
612-388-3946.

HANDYMAN SERVICES by
Merriam Park Painting. Small
house projects done right! Sash
cords, torn screens, sticking doors,
pictures hung and more. 651-
224-3660.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul.
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE.
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete
hardscaping/landscaping ser-
vices. Free estimates. Licensed.
Insured. References. phminc@
frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnAndLandscape.com

THE BEST Residential Snow
Removal Services. Seasonal
contracts starting as low as
$210/month. Bluhm Brothers
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or
www.BluhmBrothers.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651-
690-1284.

SNOW/LAWN SERVICE. Sidewalks,
driveways. Roof tops/ice removal.
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can
help you install. Horticulture
Degree, U of MN. Certified
Nursery/Landscape Professional.
Living Space Landscapes. Scott
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

TREE WORK & Stump Removal.
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

CHIMNEY REPAIR

& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTERREPAIR

95% Dust-free
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
~s Since 1986 ..

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and

install Deadbolt Locks

o,

X
Babcock & Son\
SECURITY CORPORATION /]
(q A 716 SO. CLEVELAND
u

651690-4443 |

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn
Care. Hedge trimming. Highland
resident. Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

SNOW REMOVAL. Alleys, residen-
tial, commercial. We come out at
1 inch, CALL TODAY! Roy, 651-
855-8099.

ROOF SNOW, ice removal
and snow shoveling. GUTTER
CLEANING. Licensed, insured;
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter
Service, 651-699-8900.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect
your roof. Ryan, Pates Roofing;
651-690-3956

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced.
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded
and insured. References. 651-
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE,
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years' experience. 651-
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Personal
touch. 10+ years’ experience.
References. Anna, 612-261-9835.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

HODGES CLEANING Company.
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

MOBILE EMERGENCIES: JUMP
START, FLAT TIRE, OUT OF GAS
and more. Excellent rates. Fast
Service. Locally owned. 651-
242-7914. www.fixnagogo.com

BEAUTY PRODUCTS

MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

COMPUTER/INTERNET

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware
removal, networking wired and
wireless, installation. Great rates.
10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276.
474 Hamline.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN,
development and maintenance.
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs,
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable
and local. 25+ years' experience.
Text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE.
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing.
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular.
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651-
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in my cozy
home ... or yours. Trish, 651-
387-0099

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys?
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger,
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

PERSONAL CARE

CERTIFIED HEALING TOUCH.
Holiday stress? Pain? Anxiety?
Depression? Sliding scale/package
deals. Great gift idea! 612-
306-7515. nielsbillund@gmail.com

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
HighlandTailors.com

WEDDING OFFICIANT. 25+ years’
experience. 612-964-0859.
WeddingbyHillebrand.weebly.
com

HELP WANTED

WE WANT YOU! At Home
Apartments is hiring Maintenance
Technicians. Full or Part Time.
Maintenance experience not re-
quired. Great benefits: medical/
dental/vision, retirement savings,
PTO and more. Contact Garth
Mann at 651-209-8317 for more
information.

DAVANNI'S CLEVELAND & Grand
NOW HIRING Kitchen Staff
& Delivery Drivers! Part-time
Kitchen Staff days & nights 15-20
hours/week available closing &
weekends. Part-time Delivery
Drivers with vehicle & insurance,
make up to $25/hour. Details: 651-
690-4848. Apply in-shop or online:
davannis.com/hiring

PATE
=S

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956~

Serving the Communmnity and
Metro area for over 25 years

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Lic. #RR155317

SFIESS
LUMBING

RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Lic. » Bonded ¢ Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

Repair ® Remodeling

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

== WNeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring

Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019

VILLAGER

PAGE 23

HELP WANTED

MOHS TAX Service at 1771 Ford
Parkway is hiring office workers
and tax preparers. Please fax re-
sume to 651-699-8638.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the
law. Equal housing opportunity.

Electrical Service

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

651-341-8728 il

Bonded
Insured

PAINTING

0’Connell Painting

612-805-5483
30 Years Serving Highland

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM
Apartment Homes available in the
Highland Park and Crocus Hill
areas. Call 651-698-6111 today for
rental information on several
communities professionally man-
aged by Mid Continent
Management Corp.

1331 LINCOLN AVENUE. 3 bed-
room, 1 bath, upper duplex.
$2100. Built-ins, den, sunroom,
eat-in kitchen, formal dining
room, balcony, laundry, garage.
651-285-3034.

GRAND AVENUE, 1860. Charming
2bedroom,2bath.$1695plusheat/
electric; no smoking/pets. 651-
699-8900.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third floor
in elegant home. Separate en-
trance. 2 bedroom, 1 bath. $1450
includes utilities. Craigslist
6789472112. 651-227-3916.

FOR RENT COMMERCIAL

GRAND AVENUE. Prime 1 and 2+
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants,
therapists, body work, etc.
Adjacent shops and parking. From
$350. Contact Sue @ 612-
824-7000, extension 32.

IMORAN'S

Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing
Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for
a free estimate!
TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

g
i
HINDING COMPANY

HEATING & AIR

“Your Lﬁcal Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C

WINTER IS
THE TIME!!

to prune oak, apple and most
other trees and shrubs

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers o Professional Service
Tree Trimming & Removal  Stump Removal

ooy owep 691-864-3317 Eoerca

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted FREE ESTIMATES

Service Directory

Don Rhoades Electric

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
39 years exp. - free estimates

612-386-7366 lic# EAD00S30

MERRIAM PARK

PAINTING =~
* Interior-Exterior Painting
¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. -

¢ Wallpapering Bﬁ{;(.j'

Call Ed, 651224-3660 <,
www.mppainting.com

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

« Installation < Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952:292:2349

escobarflooring@gmail.com BP.E

Byron Electric

Residential & Commercial
* Free Estimates *

612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings - Painting

MAud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Speclallzing since 1992 Free Estimates

'W BQTdell borde"Winz:;N_cl:;:
wmdow 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tift-in windows—for less!

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture
Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

651-497-9891

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

/\—_—
METAL ROOFING & SIDING

T R m—
Electrical Service

For all your electrical needs
Over 35 years experience

6513418728

KELLY
PLUMBING &

HEATING INC.
651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

Steigauf Brothers

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service |

e Clean ¢ Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 OhIO St.

¢ Additions

¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling

¢ Concrete

* Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.nillesbuilders.com

Serving area since 1973

651699'8900

MN ID#BC126373

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson

1864 Grand Ave.
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

&h.l'
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Floor Sanding
*>Sanding > Install > Refinishing
*Repair > Maintenance

witen: @] 2=-290-1533
SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP_ m

We service most makes and sell NEW! El.'llﬂ

Merriam Park Repair

Angies list

\ National

o 444 N. Prior ¢ St. Paul 55104  651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery
Affordable Rates Certified Arborist OEMINNHSOLA O%avTQTh?usandstl Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com  * Established 1989 «
651-228- 1303 651-699-1022 \/isit our website Lefoa)ceﬂn ) " . —
www.hindingheating.com Qu arve.com ROOF SNOW REMO"A'. Jour house likg © Interior & Eth!I’I(.)I‘ Palntmg
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul Www.rogertree.com . ,5.\“9 \ "60 e Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
. . Since 1983 Complete Roofing Services & ﬁ _ Z% * Wood Stripping & Refinishing
MnBC006016 Since 1972 P o Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
763-785-1472 VB, INC. « Ceiling Texturing/Repair
ry Wi METRO-WIDE
is i the oiv! o SIS iares
wve 651-731-1291 office (651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
| Lic.#20216197 @ www.PaintingByJerryWind.com
" PuST A LOVE NOTE T0 A SPECIAL Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years WWW
SOMEGNE .. BE ROMANTIC, BE MiKE :
SILLY, BE FUN! LOVE NOIES — = r landsca pesbyscott
ARE Just ‘1 peR worp (10 MoHs | 4 om
MINIMUM) AND MUST BE '
SUBMITTED BY FEBRUARY BTH CONSTRUCTION
FOR OUR FEBRUARY 13TH ISSUE. 3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963 : l Ce
www.mikemohsconstruction.com 1V].n
Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
s . LANDSCAPES

Windows & Skylights ¢ Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ° Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209  ivic. scussss J

612.868.7787

Scott Solomonson'’s cell:

° [ 'p . CH"-EEN ) 612.729.7608 « www.buck-bros.com
H | PAINTING We design & build
612.850.0325 in your neighborhood
greg@chileen.com BROTHERS  Kitchens, Baths, Additions
PAINTING = R R

Interior & Exterior i 1

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration ¢ Wood Replacement
Carpentry Plus

at TheVillagerMN

and join the conversation.

\ ChileenPainting.com p




coLbweLL
BANKER O

BURNET

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

N
MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

\
KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

RICHARD BERGER
651-282-9649

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

MIKE & TOM DISTAD
612-275-1343

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

cbburnet.com

R i
HOME SELLER SEMINARS!
Issellingahomeinyourfuture? Maybein20197?
Come to learn the basics steps! No obligation!
No pressure! Just GREAT information!
Wednesday, January 23, 7-8pm
OR Saturday, January 26, 9-10am.
Call or emairfor more information! |,
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

TANGLETOWN GEM!

This wonderful Tangletown gem has it all! Original
woodwork and hard wood floors, totally refreshed
kitchen, updated baths, main floor family room/
bedroom, fresh paint, woodburn-

ing _fireplace, spacious enter-

tamin% spaces. 1799 Sargent.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON cgs, cri
651-329-1264

1080 FAIRMOUNT

Classic Summit Hill 4 BR/3BA with gleaming hrdwd
floors throughout this spacious home. Large new paver
patio in the fully fenced back yard. Unbeatable location
with all the amenities of Grand Ave a few blocks away!

MICHAELA TOOHEY
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-282-9617
$495,000

ON THE EDGE OF DESNOYER PARK. . .

Is this “50's quality built 3BR 2 BA stucco
bungalow with many new improvements
including granite and stainless kitchen,
remodeled full bath, furnace

and more! Three finished lev-

els. Easy access to both down-

towns! 587 Pelham Blvd No.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $244,900

PARK TOWERS!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR,
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated
Earkin . Located in the historic -

ice Park neighborhood with a
short walk to the Ordway and
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 « $650,000

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

Making Dreams Come Home"

NEW HOME FOR THE NEW YEAR!
Amazing total renovation, yet original
charm preserved! New kitchen with
granite and stainless steel, new bath-
rooms, new furnace, plumb-
ing and electrical panel.
Three bedrooms, two baths!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

AFFORDABLE IN WEST ST PAUL!

1015 Gorman is a great OéJRortunity for first
time buyers. Clean 2BR/1BA home on over
sized lot. Natural wdwrk & hrdwd floors. Central
AC, energy efficient windows &

updated %ath. Al living spaces

on one level. Convenient to

shops, services and restaurants.

DANIEL BUCHEN
651-431-8833 + $134,999

URE COMING SOON!
295 Laurel Ave: Elegant Victorian,
sweeping hardwoods, huge bay win-
dows and an airy master suite. 6 bed-
room J 4 bath f/s original
stone fireplaces. Call Shawn
for details.

SHAWN R. LEETZ
651-373-8984

=S4

COMING ATTRACTION!!

In the heart of famed “Tangletown” near
Macalester College is this authentic arts
and crafts themed bungalow with beautiful
state of the art kitchen and

adjoining family/sun room. All

the charm of the era! Call Lolly

for price and details.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

STUNNING 3RD FLOOR CONDO!

This delightful 2BR/2BA condo, in the
historic Horace Rugg house, is open and
airy with huge windows and fabulous views,
a balcony, a 1 car garage and :

a building elevator. This is a

charming treetop retreat with

all the amenities. Must see.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $430,000

1841 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE

Traditional 3BD, 2BA home in Mac-Groveland!

Gorgeous hrdwd floors, bright sunroom, par-

tially finished basement, and a generous back-
ard are just a few great features. -
njoy beautiful millwork and orig-

inal features of this 1916 home!

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300

WALK TO THE RIVER!

Loved & pampered 3BR gem boasts gleaming hard-
wood floors, sun-splashed eat-in kitchen and spa-
cious “fun room." Pleasant back yard with an inviting
deck. Oversized 2-car garage, fabu- -
lous Highland location near walking

Paths &river. 2019 Morgan Avenue.

click on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300

———T

GOMING SOON!!!

743 Goodrich Ave: Exceptional 5 bedroom brick
home designed by Clarence Johnson with a
recent addition and kitchen complete renovation
designed by Charlie Simmons

and constructed by John Kraemer.

Amazing home for entertaining as

well as every day living.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $1,600,000

WELCOME HOME TO 1347 WHEELER STREET !
This two-story home features, original wood-
work, three bedrooms on one level, wood
burning fireplace and main floor den/family
room. Situated on a corner double lot,

this is a unique private setting in

convenient Highland Park location.

Newer mechanicals and roof.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697  $285,000

SIMPLY SPLENDID!

Darling 3BR, 2BA charmer is accented with

gleaming hardwood, updated kitchen with stain-

less steel appliances, granite. Fabulous “fun room;’

Rﬂrivacy-fenced back yard with patio.
aintenance-free  exterior, 2+car,

great location! 1339 Bayard Avenue.

click on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN cgs, asr
651-695-4300  $284,900

NEW YEAR, NEW PRICE!

Exceptional 3BR, 3BA two story jewel, nestled in
wooded privacy, boasts an open floorplan with loads
of natural light & Eeaceful views. Living room with
fireplace, dream kitchen, luxurious

owner's suite. Family room & Patio,

attached garage. 2410 Edgcumbe Rd.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 « $395,000

COMING SOON!!

4513 Alicia Drive: Stunning 5 bedroom
with high end upgrades and enhanced
with vaulted ceilings and open floor
plan. Gourmet kitchen with

center island, king sized

master bedroom and deluxe

bath, landscaped yard.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 « $429,900

GATHEDRAL HILL!

Smashing 3BR/4BA home with high
end finishes. This unique property was
built in 1997 and is part of an asso-
ciation. No need to worry

about snow and lawn care!

484 Laurel Ave.
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

MARY KNUDSEN crs 3

13 = it

HOME OF FRANK B. KELLOGG!

This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000
sq ft, breathtakin% interiors, inlaid and r)egged
floors, a 2 acre lot with reflecting pool and a
carriage house. This was an ASID

showcase home in 2004 and is

a designated National Historic

Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

SARAH KINNEY A
651-282-9621 « $2,295,000

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

ABE GLEESON
651-329-1990

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

HISTORIC JAMES J. HILL BUILDING!

This fabulous 2BR/2BA condo is open, airy,
sunny and bright. Features include rare barrel
ceilings, arched windows, pristine tile & hard-
wood floors, updated kitchen and

baths, a master BR suite, multiple

walk-in closets, a gas fireplace and

2/C garage. 300 Wall Street.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $525,000

SUE JOHNSON
651-329-1264

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

DAVID NOYES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

SUE NICHOLS
651-491-0882

MARY McNANEY
KNUDSEN
651-690-8578

NANCY MAAS
651-235-8581
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SHAWN LEETZ
651-373-8984

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488




