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All atwitter.  The aviary caught the eyes of Alie O’Hern, 9, 
and parents Shawna Petersen and Tom O’Hern as they took in the 
annual Christmas boutique on November 18 at Little Sisters of the 
Poor on Exchange Street.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

St. Thomas outlines plans for two new dorms

By Jane McClure

Two new residence halls on the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas’ north campus could 
be open by the fall of 2020. The university 

recently unveiled plans to tear down the John 
Paul II residence hall and faculty apartments 
and replace them with two residence halls that 
will house 480 first-year and 200 second-year  
students, respectively. 

Both John Paul II, which is located on Selby 
and Cleveland avenues, and the faculty apart-
ment building, which is south of the Chapel of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, will close at the end of this aca-
demic year. Construction is scheduled to start on 

the new residence halls this summer. 
The residence hall planned for the John Paul 

II site will be unlike any current housing at St. 
Thomas. John Paul II, which has 130 beds, will 
be replaced with a five-story “pod-style” hall 
for freshmen. Small groupings of 15-20 double 
rooms will have a shared bathroom and private 
shower facilities. There will be a dining hall on 
the first floor and one level of underground 
parking. The Opus Group design-build firm will 
do the work on the project.

The faculty apartments will be replaced with a 
four- or five-story building containing suite-style 
units for sophomores. Residents will have access 
to a community kitchen, study and lounge space, 
and underground parking. That project will be 
built by Ryan Companies.

Along with the new construction, the Dowl-
ing and Brady residence halls will be renovated 

and modernized. The work will be staged over 
the next two to three summers to allow for  
student occupancy during the academic year.

Many Macalester-Groveland and Merriam 
Park residents have pushed for years for St. 
Thomas to provide more on-campus student 
housing. Replacing the two buildings was called 
for in the university’s 2016 campus master plan. 
The work will take place at the same time that 
the Chapel of St. Thomas Aquinas is expanded 
and renovated (see story on page 2).

Mark Vangsgard, the university’s vice presi-
dent for business affairs and chief financial of-
ficer, said the new residence halls will cost about 
$85 million. Financing for the projects is still  
being worked out, but tax-exempt bonding is the 
most likely source.
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$85M project to begin next 
summer on north campus

By Jane McClure

Just 11 months into his term, May-
or Melvin Carter has followed 
through on a campaign promise 

and signed into law a $15 minimum 
wage in St. Paul. The signing ceremo-
ny on November 14 before an audi-
ence of 200 followed a unanimous 
vote by the City Council to approve 
the ordinance, which raises the mini-
mum wage in stages over 31/2 to 81/2 
years depending on the size and na-
ture of the business. 

“This is an exciting day because 
we’re impacting people’s lives in the 
truest sense,” said Ward 3 City Coun-
cil member Chris Tolbert, who led the 
effort to draft the ordinance. 

The phase-in of the higher mini-
mum wage in St. Paul will actually be-

City ups 
minimum 
wage to
$15/hour

minimum wage c5

UST residence halls  c2

By Kevin Driscoll

St. Paul voters on November 
6 approved by an almost 
two-to-one margin the St. 

Paul Public Schools’ request for 
an increase in its excess oper-
ating levy of $18.6 million per 
year. The approval by 66 percent 
of voters will raise the school 
district’s annual operating levy 
from $705 to $1,180 per pupil 
beginning in 2019. The higher 
levy will continue for 10 years 
with annual increases tied to 
the rate of inflation, according 
to district finance chief Marie 
Schrul.

St. Paul homeowners will see 
the school district’s portion of 
their property tax bill increase 
accordingly. The new excess op-
erating levy alone will increase 
property taxes in 2019 by $136 
on homes valued at $186,200; 
$212 on homes valued at 
$300,000; $279 on homes valued 
at $400,000; and $349 on homes 

Voters OK 
$18.6M
increase in 
school levy

school levy c3
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By Jane McClure

The iconic Chapel of St. 
Thomas Aquinas at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas will be 

renovated and expanded during its 
centennial year of 2019. The project, 
which was announced on Novem-
ber 15, will feature a contemporary 
23,000-square-foot subterranean 
glass addition that will put the cha-
pel on a lit “pedestal” with a grass 
roof extending to the campus’ upper 
quad, bordering the chapel’s north 
and west sides.

The estimated $12.7 million proj-
ect will be funded entirely by private 
donations. The expanded facility 
will be named the Iversen Center 
for Faith in recognition of Al and 
Brenda Iversen, the project’s lead 
donors. About $11.2 million has 
been raised so far. 

The expansion and renovation is 
one of the first of 14 projects that 
are outlined in the university’s 2016 
master plan. Work will start next 
spring, and the renovated chapel 
and new faith center are expected to 
open in the fall of 2020.

Ryan French, associate vice presi-

dent for advancement in the uni-
versity’s development office, said 
that though the chapel has served 
St. Thomas very well, it is time for 
improvements. Plans call for the 
addition of a multifaith medita-
tion room and sacred-arts gallery, 
a 300-guest multipurpose room to 
host receptions and other events, 
an outdoor amphitheater for musi-
cal performances and an entrance  

accessible from Cleveland Avenue.
The project will provide expand-

ed facilities for brides and grooms, 
since the chapel hosts more than  
60 weddings a year. The building 
will be made accessible for people 
with disabilities, restrooms will be 
improved and campus ministry of-
fices that are now dispersed across 
the campus will be consolidated 
there.

The chapel was designed in 1919 
by Emmanuel Masqueray at the 
request of then-Archbishop John 
Ireland. Masqueray also designed 
the Cathedral of St. Paul and the 
Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis.

“With its awe-inspiring Classi-
cal Revival architecture, the chapel 
perfectly enshrines our mission as a 
faith-based university,” said Victoria 
Young, chair of the university’s art 

history program and a member of 
the project’s planning team. “This 
renovation will preserve the origi-
nal structure while creating gath-
ering spaces that are welcoming, 
functional and accessible for today’s 
users.”  

Opus Design Build is the design-
er and builder and Opus AE Group 
is the architect and engineer for the 
expansion. 

“It’s a privilege to work on a proj-
ect of this deep significance,” said 
Ernesto Ruiz-Garcia, vice president 
of Opus AE Group. “By embedding 
the faith center into the landscape, 
we found a way to put the chapel 
on a pedestal while also making the 
public space and plazas around it 
inviting and accessible to the entire 
community.” 

St. Thomas president Julie Sul-
livan said she was grateful to all of 
the donors and the generosity of 
the lead benefactors for the Iversen 
Center. 

“Their gifts form the bedrock of 
our new addition and will allow us 
to better serve the spiritual needs of 
many faiths in our community,” she 
said.

“We’ve listened to the community and we’ve 
heard that people want us to build residence 
halls sooner rather than later,” Vangsgard said.

Adding the new halls will enable St. Thom-
as to move toward a two-year residency re-
quirement for first- and second-year students. 
Currently there is only a one-year require-
ment. Vangsgard said requiring freshmen 
and sophomores to live on campus will help 
support student learning and personal con-
nections with other students, faculty and staff. 

About 92 percent of first-year students and 
45 percent of second-year students currently 
live on campus. Moving to a two-year resi-
dency requirement is expected to take a year 
or more to implement and will not affect the 
upcoming school year.

St. Thomas has a record freshman class this 
year, and some students are being housed in 
basements and common areas of residence 
halls. Most of the university’s student housing 
dates from before World War II and requires 
updating. No renovation or construction is 
scheduled at this time for Ireland, Grace or 

Cretin, the university’s oldest residence halls. 
During the master planning process, the sug-
gestion of replacing Ireland drew protests 

from some alumni. Flynn Hall, built in 2005, 
is the university’s newest residence hall.

The north campus projects are moving 

ahead of those being considered on the uni-
versity-owned two blocks bounded by Sum-
mit, Cleveland, Grand and Cretin avenues. In 
recent months, university officials have dis-
cussed adding student housing at the north-
west corner of Cleveland and Grand avenues. 

That project was included in a recent neigh-
borhood survey. While the survey indicated 
strong support for more university-owned 
residential units, including first-floor retail, 
the building heights and setbacks there would 
require amendments to the university’s condi-
tional use permit. That raised objections from 
neighbors who worry about the potential for 
opening up the entire permit for revisions. 

The new residence halls planned for the 
north campus do not require permit modifi-
cations.

St. Thomas’ 2016 master plan for its St. Paul 
campus also identifies the construction of an 
arts and innovation building on Summit Av-
enue west of McNeely Hall and expansion of 
the science and engineering buildings on the 
south campus. University officials said those 
projects remain high priorities, but are subject 
to securing additional financial support.

UST unveils $12.7M plan to expand chapel, build faith center

The University of St. Thomas is moving forward with its plans to construct new residence 
halls that will house 480 first-year students in the multicolored building shown at right 
and 200 second-year students in the one shown at left. The John Paul II building and fac-
ulty apartments on those sites will be torn down to make way for the new halls.

The project design features a 23,000-square-foot subterranean glass addition that puts the nearly century-
old Chapel of St. Thomas Aquinas on a lighted pedestal. Construction is set to begin next spring.

1b ust residence halls
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valued at $500,000. Those increases do not 
include the 2019 tax levy increases being con-
templated by the city of St. Paul and Ramsey 
County, nor the proposed 3.9 percent increase 
in the school district’s regular tax levy.

Unlike most excess levies, operating lev-
ies are not directed to a specific program or 
capital improvement. “This one is simply to 
maintain ongoing operations,” said St. Paul 
Superintendent of Schools Joe Gothard. “Fed-
eral, state and local funding has not kept pace 
with the needs of students and the increasing 
costs of providing educational programs. For 
example, the special education programs the 
district is required to provide (by state and 
federal mandates) cost $42 million more than 
the district receives each year in government 
funding for that purpose.”

The St. Paul Public Schools’ annual budget 
has increased from $558 million to $750 mil-

lion over the past 15 years—a 34 percent in-
crease. Meanwhile, school district enrollment 
has declined—from 44,033 students in 2002 
to 36,915 in 2017. However, this year school 
district enrollment rose to 38,055. 

In each of the past 10 years, the school 
district has balanced its budget by borrow-
ing from its reserves—from a minimum of 
$500,000 in 2010-11 to a maximum of $12.7 
million in 2012-13. The annual budget defi-
cits have required the district to cut $17.2 mil-
lion in expenditures this year and more than 
$50 million in expenditures over the previous 
three years, Gothard said.

Without the levy increase, the school dis-
trict would have faced more cuts in special 
education, instruction for English Language 
Learners and programs for students who are 
struggling with basic academic skills. All dis-
trict schools would have been subject to cuts 
in academic programs and in the number of 
classroom aides, administrators, and clerical, 

custodial and other support staff.
While the above programs will be among 

the beneficiaries of the new tax revenue, not 
all of the uses of the money have been deter-
mined, Gothard said. However, early child-
hood programs will be expanded and a new 
middle-school model will be designed to ex-
pand the pathways secondary students can 
follow to postsecondary education, he added.

“Just where the money is going will be bet-
ter known after the district’s new Strategic 
Plan is announced on December 18,” said St. 
Paul School Board vice chair Steve Marchese. 
“Planning for the district’s 2019-20 budget 
will begin immediately after that. We’ll be 
talking with our Budget Advisory Committee 
and other stakeholders as we move toward a 
June approval of the 2019-20 budget.” In the 
meantime, he said, the money will be used to 
support and enhance current programs.

“I can’t tell you how heartened I was by the 
number of ‘Vote Yes’ signs I saw during the 
electoral campaign, and by the percentage of 
voters who were willing to dig a little deeper 
into their pockets for our schools,” Marchese 
said. “The vote exceeded the margins of (suc-
cessful levy referendums) over the past 30 
years. Even better, we have a new governor 
and state House of Representatives leaders 
who are willing to look at per-pupil funding 
formula increases.”

1b school tax levy

By Jane McClure

Ryan Companies representatives told 
members of a Highland District Coun-
cil (HDC) committee on November 

13 that its plans for redeveloping Ford Motor 
Company’s former assembly plant in High-
land Park could be shelved if changes it is 
seeking to the city of St. Paul’s master plan for 
the site are not made. 

“Our development plan will not be suc-
cessful without some of the changes we wish 
to make, and we’d have to walk away from 
the project,” said Tony Barranco, senior vice 
president of real estate development for Ryan 
Companies. Ryan can live without some 
of the changes, Barranco said, but if others 
are rejected by the city, that could be a deal  
breaker.

The HDC will hold a special meeting on 
Thursday, December 6, to vote on Ryan’s pro-
posed amendments to the city’s master plan. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the High-
land Park Community Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy.

Any recommendation made by the HDC 
will be reviewed by the St. Paul Planning 
Commission when it holds a public hearing 
on the master plan amendments on January 
25. The Planning Commission will forward 
its recommendation to the City Council, 
which will have the final say.

Ryan Companies has submitted dozens of 
changes to the 165-page Ford site master plan 
that was adopted by the City Council in 2017. 
They include rowhouses along one side of a 
man-made stream, a public parking ramp in 
the retail area off of Ford Parkway, and vari-
ous changes to the street grid.

City planners have opposed the idea of 
three-story rowhouses on the west side of the 
proposed stormwater stream. The city’s mas-
ter plan envisioned large apartment buildings 
on both sides of the stream.

According to Barranco, the rowhouses 

and the large single-family houses Ryan has 
proposed along Mississippi River Boulevard 
would make for a more pleasing variety of 
housing on the 122-acre Ford site, compli-
menting the apartments, condominiums and 
senior housing included in the city’s master 
plan. “We think the project will be put at risk 
if it’s built with all apartments,” Barranco said. 
“We also feel very strongly that the water fea-
ture would be more attractive if it’s framed to 
the west with rowhouses.”

The HDC’s Community Development 
Committee recommended on November 13 
that the full HDC support the changes most 
important to Ryan. Committee members not-
ed that the addition of rowhouses has drawn 
strong neighborhood support. “Those have 
made the plan more palatable to people who 
otherwise had issues with the development,” 
said HDC board member Howard Miller. 

Ryan Companies’ plan for a public parking 
ramp in the retail area off of Ford Parkway 
may prove to be especially controversial. In 
the Ford site’s commercial districts, the city’s 
master plan calls for a minimum of one park-
ing space per 600 square feet and a maximum 
of one parking space per 400 square feet of 
gross floor area. Ryan wants a maximum of 
one parking space per 200 square feet of gross 
floor area.

Not having adequate off-street parking will 
make it difficult to attract the quality of re-
tailers needed to make the project successful, 
Barranco said. Free public parking is needed 
in the retail district along Ford Parkway, he 

said, not just for shoppers but for those who 
come for events in the park spaces. The park-
ing would be in ramps and not in large surface 
lots. 

City planners have objected to having a 
public parking facility in the retail district. “It 
is not known how many stalls in the parking 
facility would be assigned to retail uses or of-
fice uses, so it is hard to justify allowing ad-
ditional parking for office and retail uses,” city 
staff stated.

As for the master plan’s street grid, Barranco 
said, “Finn Street continues to be a challenge. 
The city’s master plan calls for extending the 
north-south street through the Highland Vil-
lage Center parking lot, “but my sense is that 
the property owners would have a problem 
with that,” Barranco said. 

Highland Village Center is owned by an af-
filiate of Ryan Companies. The strip mall to 
its east is owned by an out-of-state trust. The 
commercial spaces there are fully leased with 
long-term commitments by many tenants, ac-
cording to Barranco. Ryan is asking that the 
extension of Finn Street be considered as a 
future site change.

Other points of contention involve the ex-
tensions of Hillcrest and Saunders avenues. 
The city’s master plan calls for a new Hillcrest 
to be built between the new Finn Street and 
Cretin Avenue extensions. Hillcrest would 

be a minor street for that block, a bike and 
pedestrian trail between Cretin and Mount 
Curve Boulevard, and a minor street between 
Mount Curve and Woodlawn Avenue. Ryan 
would like to see Hillcrest be a minor street 
between Cretin and Woodlawn and remove 
the portion of Hillcrest east of Cretin to cre-
ate a larger block for development west of the 
Highland Village Center.

Ryan would also like to retain two of the 
three Highland Ball diamonds near Montreal 
and Cleveland avenues. That means Saun-
ders Avenue could not be extended west from 
Cleveland Avenue to Cretin Avenue as called 
for in the city’s master plan. City staff said that 
change should only be allowed if it is support-
ed by a comprehensive environmental study 
that just got underway. City staff made a simi-
lar recommendation regarding Ryan’s request 
to change the proposed bike and pedestrian 
route known as Ranger Way just east of Cretin 
Avenue into a two-lane street running north 
and south from Bohland to Saunders avenue.

The city is opposed to Ryan’s request to 
make a two-way street of the Village Way bike 
and pedestrian connection to Mississippi Riv-
er Boulevard west of Mount Curve. City staff 
also objected to Ryan’s request to have on-
street parking on Woodlawn Avenue and to 
add a retail road between Cretin and Mount 
Curve.

Ryan Companies stresses need 
for changes to Ford master plan

“I can’t tell you how heartened 
I was by the percentage of 
voters who were willing to 
dig a little deeper into their 

pockets for our schools….Even 
better, we have new governor 
and House leaders who are 
willing to look at per-pupil 

funding increases.”

Free public parking is 
needed in the retail district 

along Ford Parkway, he 
said, not just for shoppers 
but for those who come for 
events in the park spaces. 

Ryan Companies’ vision of the retail district at Ford, looking east along Ford Parkway.
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By Jane McClure

St. Paul residents will not be able to take 
their objections to the city’s organized 
trash collection system to the polls. The 

St. Paul City Council voted 6-1 on November 
14 to reject a petition seeking a referendum 
on repealing the city’s new garbage hauling 
program. While the petition had enough val-
id signatures to launch a referendum, City At-
torney Lyndsey Olson said that repealing the 
ordinance would interfere with a valid and 
legally binding contract and violate state law.

The Minnesota Legislature gives cities the 
authority to handle trash collection, and St. 
Paul has opted for organized collection. Re-
cent court cases also appear to confirm the 
City Attorney’s opinion. In June the Minne-
sota Supreme Court ruled that Bloomington 
residents could seek a city charter amendment 
to change that city’s organized trash collection 
system. However, the Minnesota Court of Ap-
peals ruled in October that because Bloom-
ington has an existing contract for organized 
collection, putting the matter to a vote in that 
city is illegal.

The St. Paul City Council’s vote was a disap-
pointment to those who worked for months 
to gather more than 5,000 valid signatures 
on each of two petitions. However, they are 
hoping the City Council follows through on 
its promise to explore possible changes to 
the organized trash collection contract when 
it meets in January with the consortium of 
haulers who are handling trash collection in 
St. Paul. 

Council members said they have heard res-
idents’ concerns about organized trash collec-
tion, which replaced the city’s long-standing 
policy of allowing residents to hire their own 
trash hauler. However, with a five-year con-
tract in place, it is not clear what, if anything, 
can change at this point.

“The City Council went into this think-
ing (organized collection) would be a good 
thing for the city,” said Alisa Lein, a Highland 
Park resident and residential property man-
ager who helped lead one of the two peti-
tion drives. Lein said she has talked to people 
who were angry or even crying over the high 
rates they must now pay for trash collection. 
“The petition was their voice, and they really 
thought it would make a difference,” she said.

A recent web posting suggested the next 
step for opponents of organized collection 
would be litigation. However, Lein said, “it’s 
trash. We don’t want to go to court over trash.”

The city approved the contract for orga-
nized trash collection a year ago. The new 
system involves every single-family home 
and apartment building in St. Paul with four 
or fewer units. The city contract was with St. 
Paul Haulers LLC, a consortium of 15 private 
haulers who divided up the city according to 
their current market share. However, since 
the contract was signed, about half of those 
haulers have sold their shares to other consor-
tium members.

The new system of organized collection 
has received mixed reviews. Proponents like 
having just one garbage truck running up or 
down their street or alley each week. Some 
had been paying more for trash collection be-
fore, and are happy to have the option of get-
ting a lower rate with a lower volume of trash. 
Opponents have complained about having to 
pay a higher rate, not being able to negotiate 
a lower rate with their own private hauler, or 
being forced to pay for a service they do not 
use because they generate so little waste. 

The contract requires apartment building 
owners to pay for one trash cart for every unit. 
It does not allow tenant households to share 
a cart. Lein said her family is now paying al-
most $365 per month for carts that have never 
been used by their tenants and in fact are still 
taped shut.

Customer service has also been a problem, 
with residents complaining about unjust late 
fees and a cumbersome process for suspend-
ing trash collection during vacations away 
from home.

City Council President Amy Brendmoen 
expressed her unhappiness with “sloppy cus-
tomer service, poor billing and inappropriate 
information,” singling out the larger national 
haulers for many of the problems.

Ward 6 City Council member Dan Bostrom 
cast the sole vote against rejecting the petition-
ers’ request for a referendum. “It’s disappoint-
ing,” he said. “You had a lot of people—over 
6,000 people—who went out and signed this 
petition, and now it doesn’t count. Why have 
a process for a referendum if people are going 
to be told at the end that it doesn’t count?”

Other council members said they shared 
Bostrom’s frustration, but were hamstrung 
by the contract. They have all received com-
plaints from constituents about higher prices, 
double billing and late fees.

Ward 7 City Council member Jane Prince 
said she had hoped a referendum would be 
held on organized collection. “We need to fix 
this thing,” she said.

Mitra Nelson, who was elected to the City 
Council from Ward 4 after organized collec-
tion had already been approved, is not sure 
whether she would have supported the con-
tract. “The neighborhoods have been left to 
pick up the pieces,” she said.

The city tried to negotiate a good contract, 
said Ward 1 City Council member Dai Thao, 
who said he shares responsibility for the prob-
lems. “But this is not the end,” he said. Thao 
pledged to work on improving the contract.

City Council cites state law in 
rejecting valid petition to hold 
referendum on trash collection

“You had a lot of people—over 
6,000 people—who signed 
this petition, and now it 

doesn’t count,” Bostrom said. 
“Why have a process for a 

referendum if people are going 
to be told at the end that it 

doesn’t count?”

Looking very 
organized are 
the trash and 
recycling carts 
placed along 
the alley
behind a 
garage in 
Highland Park.
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MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

™MLS

651-696-0855
748 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN  55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy, Lilydale, MN  55118
2100 Ford Pkwy, St. Paul, MN  55116

Each office independently owned and operated

Happy Holidays

Bob Reidell & Marti Estey

 www.reidellestey.com bob@reidellestey.com marti@reidellestey.com

Uptown, New Brighton, and Grand Avenue

Eve was born with a heart defect and underwent an 
extremely risky surgery at just 3-and-a-half months. The 
life and death crisis inspired her mother, Annamarie, to 

start the Newborn Foundation (newbornfoundation.org). 
It’s saving lives worldwide. 

These are our customers. They’re beautiful, 
with and without their Spectacle Shoppe glasses.

Accepting reservations for larger parties. All credit cards accepted.BREAKFAST LUNCH1333 Randolph Ave 651-690-0993 RandolphGriddle.com

Tommy C’s

Open 7am-2pm • Tues-Sun

Host a Holiday 
Breakfast Gathering!

The neighborhood gathering 
place since 1980.

Holiday Gift Card 
Stocking Stuffers

“ Very happy with the breakfast; had breakfast tacos 
which were great! My mother had an egg breakfast 
which she enjoyed, especially the bacon. Friendly 
staff, quick service, nice environment. Nice to find 
parking lot instead of street parking in St Paul.”

June 2018

EARLy BiRd GETS
THE SpECiAL

Offered
7-9am daily

gin in 2020. The first workers to reach the $15 per hour mini-
mum will be those who work for the city or for businesses of 
more than 10,000 employees. That will happen in July 2022.

Businesses with more than 100 workers will be required to 
pay the $15 minimum by July 2023. Small businesses will reach 
that minimum in July 2025, and “micro” businesses of five or 
fewer employees will reach it in July 2027. Once the minimum 
wage reaches $15 per hour, it will increase annually by the rate 
of inflation. City staff estimate that more than 56,000 workers 
across the city will be affected by the wage increase.

There are exemptions in the new policy. The minimum wage 
will not apply to contract workers, to people with disabilities 
in certified employment programs, nor to St. Paul Saints ball-
players. A 90-day exemption will apply to youths employed 
in city-approved enrichment programs and to youth trainees. 
Also, the size of locally owned franchises of larger regional or 
national corporations will be determined according to the size 
of the local franchise. 

Last month Ward 1 City Council member Dai Thao pushed 
through an amendment that slowed the increase in the mini-
mum wage for small and micro businesses, limiting it to $1 or 
75 cents per year for the first five or seven years, respectively. 

Debate over the minimum wage has roiled City Hall for al-
most a year. Carter pushed the City Council to move quickly 
on the measure, but council members pushed back, saying 
they wanted to see the results of a Citizens League study and 
receive public testimony before crafting an ordinance. 

Council members praised the final measure while conced-
ing that not everyone is satisfied. The Minnesota Chamber 
of Commerce issued a statement in opposition to the St. Paul 
ordinance and to the growing tendency of local governments 
to mandate private-sector wages and benefits. (Minneapolis 
passed a similar $15 per hour minimum wage ordinance last 
year.) The St. Paul and Midway chambers of commerce, while 
voicing support for a living wage, urged city officials to consid-
er the impact of the mandate on different kinds of businesses.

Restaurant Workers of America, which led a high-profile 
campaign for a reduction in the minimum wage for workers 
who receive tips as part of their compensation, was unhappy 
that a tip credit was not included. So was the Minnesota Li-
censed Beverage Association, which represents liquor license 
holders statewide. St. Paul’s hospitality industry remains deep-
ly divided over the tip credit, which would have allowed em-
ployers to pay tipped employees less than the minimum wage 
as long as their tips brought their wage up to the minimum.

Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca Noecker acknowl-
edged the fears of employers and employees alike about the 
effects of the mandated minimum wage. 

“In my ward, for many businesses, the wage increase will be 
a burden,” Noecker said. The city, she added, will need to be 
ready to step up with resources to help businesses, especially 
small businesses, that are hurt as a result of the wage increase. 

However, she said, the experience in other cities with higher 
minimum wages has shown that there have been no negative 
impacts.

The City Council meeting on November 14 was the second 
time in two weeks that minimum wage advocates and oppo-
nents have packed City Hall. The council’s November 7 public 
hearing on the ordinance drew more than 350 people, delay-
ing the hearing while provisions were made to avoid violating 
the city fire code for over-occupancy. 

Testimony at the public hearing was impassioned on both 
sides. At one point, Ward 1 City Council member Jane Prince 
considered introducing some form of tip credit, but was un-
able to garner enough support from her council colleagues.

Tipped workers dominated the opposition on November 7, 
saying that tips help them to make a good living and support 
their families. Manuel Dousti, manager of Moscow on the Hill 
on Selby Avenue, and his mother Marina spoke in favor of the 
tip credit. Manuel said that in Portland, Oregon, which raised 
its minimum wage, some restaurants have had to switch to 
counter service to reduce payroll costs. He predicted that St. 
Paul restaurants will lay off employees or even go out of busi-
ness. 

Jennifer Schellenberg, a Lowertown bartender and a leader 
in Restaurant Workers of America, was disappointed that a 
petition with more than 1,100 signatures in support of a tip 
credit did not sway the City Council. The room burst into ap-
plause when she said that voters will need to remember that 
when the City Council is up for reelection next year.

Opponents of the tip credit testified that a $15 minimum 
wage for all restaurant employees is more equitable and will 
allow wait staff to rebuff the sexual harassment of restaurant 
patrons without fear of losing tips.

Desiree King, who has worked for tips in downtown St. Paul 
establishments for more than 30 years, opposed the tip credit. 
Tipped workers cannot predict what they will make from day 
to day, she said. 

Others objected to the 90-day exemption for youth trainees. 
Young people testified that they, too, have to work to help their 
families pay the rent and grocery bills.

1b $15 Minimum wage
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Now enrolling infants through pre-kindergarten.
( 6 5 1 )  6 9 0  0 6 9 2   |   K I N D E R B E R R Y H I L L . C O M

Join us for crafts, snacks,
and other seasonal activities
during the Grand Meander!

Saturday, December 1st 
10am-12pm

1 4 5 7  G R A N D  A V E ,  S T .  P A U L

All families
will receive
a Holiday

Goodie Bag!

Wishing You
A Very Happy

By Jane McClure

Advocates of safer bicycling on Summit 
Avenue are calling for the St. Paul City 
Council to include $500,000 in the 

2019 city budget for new bicycling enhance-
ments as proposed by Mayor Melvin Carter.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council joined them on November 8 in urg-
ing the City Council to approve the funds. 
The council and its Transportation Commit-
tee are hoping that the money for new bicy-
cling safety features becomes an annual allo-
cation, as Carter has proposed.

The City Council is scheduled to adopt the 
2019 city budget in mid-December, follow-
ing a December 5 public hearing. With pres-
sure to reduce Carter’s proposed 11.5 percent 
property tax levy increase for 2019, bicycling 
advocates are concerned that the bike im-
provements could be canceled. 

One of those advocacy group, Safety on 
Summit, met in October with the Macalester-
Groveland Transportation Committee. Safety 
on Summit was formed earlier this year after 
Minneapolis bicyclist Alan Grahn was struck 
and killed by a school bus in May at Summit 
and Snelling avenues. That intersection has 
been the scene of other serious accidents in-
volving bicycles and motor vehicles. 

City officials took a closer look at the safety 
of the Summit-Snelling intersection following 
Grahn’s death, according to Rueben Collins, 
a city engineer who heads up bicycle facility 
planning in the St. Paul Department of Pub-
lic Works. “We identified a few treatments 
which we plan to implement in 2019,” Collins 
said. They include enlarging the traffic signal 
heads, installing overhead traffic signals and 
adding left-turn arrows. 

Another proposed change is extending the 
bike lanes with green pavement markings 
across the intersection. According to Col-

lins, city and Ramsey County officials have 
discussed adding green pavement markings 
at the intersection of Summit and Lexington 
Parkway, too. However, until next year’s city 
budget is approved, it is not known what if 
any money will be available for bike improve-
ments in 2019, Collins said. 

Brian Martinson, chair of the Macalester-
Groveland Transportation Committee and a 
year-round bicycle commuter, said the case 
needs to be made for a dedicated fund in the 
city budget for bicycle safety improvements. 
Other committee members agreed, and said 
they want the $500,000 allocation in 2019 pre-
served.

Summit’s bike lanes are among the oldest in 
the city. In most places the street has a 5-foot 
bike lane, a 9-foot parking lane and two 16-
foot traffic lanes. Safety on Summit is calling 
for wider bike lanes that are better separated 
from motor-vehicle traffic. The group would 
like to see the bike lanes placed along the out-
side curb, with a two-foot median and perma-
nent bollards between the bike lane and the 
parking lane. The traffic lane would be be-
tween the parking lane and the median.

Bicycling advocates would like to see every 
intersection on Summit, beginning with Snel-
ling, given more visible bike and pedestrian 
crossings, dedicated bike signals and “walk” 
signals that give pedestrians a head start in 
crossing before the semaphore turns green for 
motor vehicles.

Summit bike safety upgrades sought
With pressure to reduce 
Mayor Carter’s proposed 
11.5 percent property tax 

levy increase, bicycling 
advocates are concerned 

that the bike improvements 
could be canceled.
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City holds hearing on capital improvements in ’19
By Jane McClure

The $2.23 million development of 
Pedro Park downtown, reconstruc-
tion of the Summit Avenue bridge 

over Ayd Mill Road, and phase two of the 
Woodlawn-Jefferson street repaving are 
among the projects included in the 2019 
Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) that is 
expected to be approved by the St. Paul City 
Council on December 12. 

The council will hold a public hearing on 
the CIB at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 
5. Next year’s will be the last of more than 
40 years of CIBs as city leaders prepare to 
inaugurate a broader, more comprehensive 
capital funding process called the Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP). A task force 
of citizens and city staff has been working 
on a five-year plan for the CIP with a goal 
of having it completed by April 2019. 

Under the biennial CIB process, city de-
partments competed with district councils, 
community development corporations, 
business associations and booster clubs to 
secure funding for everything from street 
pavement to playgrounds. The last com-
petitive CIB process occurred in 2015 for 
projects carried out in 2016 and 2017. 

Former Mayor Chris Coleman’s admin-

istration called for the redesign of the pro-
cess. Rising project costs were one concern. 
Another was the tendency of large city 
projects to gobble up most of the avail-
able funds. There was also a perception 
that the city’s poorer neighborhoods were 
being muscled out in the competition. Yet 
another issue were the many hours of staff 
and volunteer time required for project re-
views conducted by the CIB task forces and 
committee.

St. Paul has $50.3 million available for its 
2019 CIB, according to city budget director 
John McCarthy. The total had been at $48.2 
million, but was increased to accommodate 
the work on Pedro Park. Park advocates in 
October lost their quest to have the city’s 
former Public Safety Annex razed to make 
way for a large Pedro Park as originally en-
visioned, so a smaller park will be devel-
oped at 10th and Robert streets. 

The CIB comprises $13.23 million in 
capital improvement bonds, $12.5 million 
in street reconstruction bonds, $8.03 mil-
lion in municipal-state aid funds and $4 
million in federal Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG).

Ten community development corpora-
tion projects will split $1.645 million in 
CDBGs in 2019. Various city housing and 

economic development programs will 
share another $2.128 million of CDBGs.

Other projects included in the 2019 
CIB are the Frogtown Community Center 
($5.41 million), design work for the East 
Side’s Fire Station No. 7 ($500,000) and 
the North End’s Rice Recreation Center 
($500,000), a city forestry vehicle garage 
study ($25,000), and Public Works, Parks 
and Recreation and other city department 
projects ($4.5 million).

The CIB includes $1.12 million for the 
reconstruction of Fairview Avenue be-
tween Shields and University avenues, $6 
million for the Woodlawn-Jefferson re-
paving project, $9 million for a Wheelock 
Parkway reconstruction project, and $1.5 
million for the replacement of the Summit 
Avenue bridge over Ayd Mill Road, a $7.3 
million project that is also being paid for 
with federal and state money.

Under the new CIP, city departments and 
community development corporations will 
submit their proposed projects in 2019 for 
possible funding in 2020. Neighborhood 
groups will vie in 2020 for the $500,000 that 
will be available for their projects in 2021.

Some of the city’s district councils have 
questioned whether $500,000 is enough for 
neighborhood projects.

’Tis the season for Truth 
in Taxation hearings

All three of St. Paul’s taxing jurisdictions 
will hold public hearings in the next two 
weeks on their proposed property tax lev-

ies for 2019. The city of St. Paul, St. Paul Public 
Schools and Ramsey County are all proposing tax 
increases for next year, and the cumulative effect 
is expected to bring large tax increases to property 
owners across the city.

First up is Ramsey County, which will hold its 
truth-in-taxation hearing at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
November 26, in the Red Cap Room of Union 
Depot, 214 E. Fourth St. The county has proposed 
a maximum 4.3 percent increase for general oper-
ations and a 78.8 percent increase for regional rail.

The St. Paul Public Schools will hold its tax 
hearing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, December 4, at school 
district headquarters, 360 Colborne St. The 
School Board will adopt its levy the following 
week. A maximum 3.9 percent increase is pro-
posed in the regular levy. When the $18.6 million 
excess operating levy approved by voters on No-
vember 6 is included, the tax levy increase would 
be 15.8 percent.

The City Council will hold its public hearing at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 5, at City Hall, 
15 W. Kellogg Blvd., and will adopt its budget and 
levy one week later. The city is considering a max-
imum 11.5 percent increase in its tax levy.

The St. Paul Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority voted unanimously on 
November 14 to approve issuing up to 

$15 million in conduit revenue bonds to cre-
ate a new home for Higher Ground Acad-
emy’s upper grades.

Higher Ground, a K-12 charter school that 
has operated since 1999 at 1381 Marshall Ave., 
plans to use the money to purchase, renovate 
and expand a school building at 1471 Brews-

ter St. for its middle school and high school. 
Higher Ground, whose founders include 
former City Council president Bill Wilson, is 
now at full capacity with 785 students and has 
a waiting list of 276.

The Brewster building was formerly home 
to the Metro Deaf charter school, which re-
cently moved. The building is 40,000 square 
feet and sits on a 1.75-acre site near Como 
and Snelling avenues. The school was built in 

1973 as a one-story structure. A two-story ad-
dition was built in 2009. 

Higher Ground plans to add a second story 
and renovate the portion of the structure that 
was built in 1973. The renovated and expand-
ed building will include 20 classrooms, five 
labs, offices, common area, restrooms, forum 
space, and a new kitchen and dining area. 
When completed, the building will be 60,000 
square feet.

The expanded building will enable Higher 
Ground to increase enrollment in grades 7-12 
from approximately 300 to 450. The Brewster 
building is 2.8 miles from the Marshall build-
ing and easily accessible from all directions. 
The school also provides its own bus service 
for students.

Earlier this year, Higher Ground officials 
considered but then dropped a proposal to re-
locate to the grounds of St. Paul College.

HRA grants $15M in revenue bonds for new Higher Ground upper school
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Let’s reclaim crime-free Village
As a child in the 1960s, my mom would send me to 

Highland Village with no worries. My friends and I would 
walk or ride our bikes there. The Village was our second 
home. We were safe.

Fast-forward some 50 years, and my mom, now a senior 
citizen, goes to the Village with her friends and has a nice 
lunch at a local restaurant. Next thing she knows, her wallet 
has been stolen right out of her purse. Literally, from the floor 
next to her chair. What’s going on here?

I read the Crime Report in the Villager and see that this 
happens in other restaurants in the Village. I see that the 
streets I have known all my life are no longer safe.

I’m asking everyone who lives or shops in Highland to 
please be aware of your surroundings. Business owners and 
employees, if you see a situation that doesn’t seem right, 
please take action to protect not only our seniors but all folks 
who live and work here.

Let’s take back our Village!    
Scott Goldberg
Highland Park

Limit parking and you limit cars
If new development brings more housing but doesn’t limit 

the number of new cars, we’re going to have more serious 
traffic congestion. As I understand the city’s policies, a new 
apartment building must provide a minimum number of 
off-street parking spaces. While increased density is good for 
mass transit, if more density brings more cars, the buses won’t 
be able to function on streets choked with cars. Some say put 
the new multi-family housing at major intersections to better 
connect with transit. However, new apartment buildings may 
result in the same number of new cars regardless of their 
location.

My proposal is to eliminate the city’s minimum off-street 
parking requirement for new multi-family housing and 
replace it with a maximum off-street parking requirement. 
Residents living in the new multi-family housing would not 
get permits to park on the street, or there would be only a 
limited number of permits issued. Existing area residents 
would be granted parking permits. Permit parking program 
costs could be paid for with fines for violators. And if the city 
is making so much more in property taxes, this would help 
offset the administration of a permit parking program.

If developers know the rules and constraints prior to 
developing, they can choose to undertake a project or not. 
Future residents would need to know the parking limitations 
before they move in.

Senior citizens, college students and many young adults 
are happy to live without cars, so there should be a market for 
such housing. We’ve been told at a meeting on the Ford site 
that it can cost $10,000 or more for each parking stall within a 
multi-family apartment building. If the developers can reduce 
the number of parking stalls, these savings could be passed 
on to the new tenants.

Peter Berglund
Macalester-Groveland

Don’t fence us in
Another race was held on Shepard Road on Saturday, 

October 27, causing it to be closed in both directions. For the 
hundreds of people who live on Spring Street, it was, as usual, 
inconvenient since we have to cross Shepard to get anywhere 
by car. Normally, when this occurs, Eagle Parkway is open 
to allow residents to come and go, getting to and from work, 
grocery shopping, etc. This time, however, Eagle Parkway was 
closed to Spring Street. Residents returning home were met 
by a barricade and a police car blocking the lane.

I parked at Irvine Park and walked over to the police car. 
Two officers were sitting inside. I asked them how we were to 
get to our residences with all the entrances blocked. One of 
them said to just drive around their car. That meant using the 
other lane going the wrong direction. 

Why block the lane if we’re allowed to do this? How are 
visitors supposed to know to do this? What about traffic 
coming up from Shepard when cars are going around the 
barricade into their lane to get down to Shepard? 

A route for Spring Street residents to get out and in needs 

to be identified and marked during events. We understand 
races on Shepard are important, but not at the expense of the 
people who live there. 

Russ Jowers
West End

Preserve the Highland 9-Hole
I live near Hamline and Randolph avenues. I enjoy walking 

down Hamline and Edgcumbe Road along the sidewalks and 
through the woods. In the winter I enjoy cross-country skiing 
on the Highland 9-Hole Golf Course, which is groomed 
regularly for both traditional and skate skiing. I value having 
this uninterrupted green space that includes grass, trees, 
picnic and playground areas in the midst of a residential area. 

There is increasing demand for sporting fields. There are 
sporting fields across from Highland Park Middle and High 
Schools and other neighboring schools. I think it is important 
to preserve open green spaces without buildings and fields 
for the many people who enjoy walking in the area without 
having to drive to find such green spaces. 

Barbara Taylor
Highland Park

Raise the bar in social discourse
As one of the administrators of the Highland Facebook 

Group and a regular reader of the Villager Inbox, I’ve 
observed how negative the tenor of the conversations has 
become. When the culture of name-calling and an inability 
to work together at the federal level seeps down to our local 
neighborhood, it’s a sad day.

I’m disappointed we can’t bring a more positive attitude 
to our interactions with our neighbors. These are the same 
people we say hello to when we walk our dogs, lend a hand 
to when their car gets stuck in the snow, and keep an eye out 
for their kids as they walk home from school. It’s much easier 
to write unkind words than it is to say them to someone’s 
face. I understand that as an elected official you subject 
yourself to public feedback in a different way, but can we 
agree it’s unnecessary to publish a letter that equates our only 
woman-of-color City Council member to chicken droppings? 
(Villager Inbox, November 7).

Let’s raise the bar for how we interact with each other in 
these letters and on-line.

Sally Bauer
Highland Park

Viewpoint
Inbox

I am sick to death of the narrow, unimaginative and 
just plain stupid thinking that goes into our city planning 
regarding housing. Too many of those involved were 
taught to color inside the lines and not think outside the 
box, which is what we sorely need in St. Paul.

What is the sense in tearing down historic single-family 
homes on Marshall Avenue, or indeed, around the city, to 
make room for apartment buildings, while putting new 
single-family homes on the Ford Plant site? Where in this 
city are we planning to build co-housing, as has been done 
in the Northwest and in other parts of the country decades 
ago to provide affordable living spaces for multiply-abled 
people. There is no reason that a blind person, a paraplegic, 
a rehabbed stroke patient, a deaf person, an elderly person 
and perhaps an able-bodied college student could not live 
together in private spaces with shared commons.

Many of our problems in the U.S. stem from so few of 
our citizens having traveled outside the country to more 
socially advanced countries. This would give people a 
sampling of how far we have slipped into second class in 
many ways.

In Holland, people with less money are not considered 
lesser citizens. In the 1920s there was a huge influx to 
Amsterdam of poor people from the countryside after crop 
failures, all of them seeking jobs and housing. On a wide 
boulevard, not unlike Summit Avenue except wider and 
with more trees, the homes of millionaires sit on one side 
and on the other side are a number of apartment buildings. 
The city leaders hired multiple notable architects to design 
buildings that would house with decent, respectable living 
space those who needed rent subsidies. To this day, it 
remains millionaires’ homes on one side and across from 
them subsidized apartments that still look very smart 
and not built cookie-cutter style. There has been no 
class warfare, and poorer people have been afforded the 
opportunity to live in dignity.

When are we going to start housing people with 
minimal incomes in decent living spaces and doing some 
really creative planning?

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Let’s widen our horizons when planning housing

inbox   c9



WEDNESDAY, november 21, 2018 	V ILLAGER	 page 9

Volume 66, Number 20
Maurice F. Mischke, 1920-1991

757 Snelling Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116
myvillager.com
651-699-1462

The Villager serves the Highland Park, 
Lexington-Hamline, Macalester-Groveland, 
Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Summit 
Hill, Summit-University and West End 
neighborhoods of St. Paul, the Longfellow 
and Nokomis neighborhoods of Minneapolis, 
Lilydale, Mendota and Mendota Heights.

Editors
Dale Mischke
John Wadell

news@myvillager.com

Letters to the Editor
letters@myvillager.com

Display Advertising Sales
Tim Carroll
Bob Stjern

displayads@myvillager.com

Classified Ads
Jennifer Gordon

wantads@myvillager.com

Graphic Designers
Craig Schuster

Jennifer Gordon

Administrative Assistant
Mary Helen Pates

mpates@myvillager.com

Publisher
Michael Mischke

mmischke@myvillager.com

Subscriptions
subscriptions@myvillager.com

contributors: Roger Barr, Scott Beedy, 
Matthew Davis, Kevin Driscoll, Larry Englund, 
Mimi Geller, Janet Lunder Hanafin, Anne 
Hauth, Lisa Heinrich, Brian Johnson, Frank 
Jossi, Jane McClure, James McKenzie, Lou 
Michaels, Steve Michaels, Anne Murphy, Dave 
Page, Melenie Soucheray, Morgan Smith, Brad 
Stauffer, Jennifer Stewart, Bill Wagner, Judy 
Woodward, Dave Wright.

CIRCULATION
The Villager is published every two weeks 
by Villager Communications Inc. The paper 
has a press run of 60,000, including 50,000 
copies delivered to households and businesses 
and another 10,000 copies distributed via 
newsstands. Mail subscriptions are available at 
$38 per year for those living outside the area.

Next Issue: December 5
Visit myvillager.com for deadlines.

 /theVillagerMN

©2018 Villager Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Feelings have no place in debate 
You cannot have a learned and reasonable conversation or 

argument with anyone who says, “This is how I feel, therefore this 
is what I know.” But you can enter into an argument with someone 
who says, “This is what I know, therefore this is what I think.” Even 
if that knowledge is suspect, it at least can be reasoned with. When 
you confront facts with reason and knowledge, the conversation can 
continue and should not result in a childish screaming match.

John A. Scherman
Highland Park

We vs. they rhetoric diminishes us
Is it possible that the “one developer who has pushed to profit on 

his own projects” to whom a letter to the editor refers is a member 
of our community and of a family whose business acumen and 
sweat equity have provided us with places to live, work, eat, learn, 
play, gather, buy wicker and have our clothes cleaned and our hair 
trimmed (Villager Inbox, October 24)? 

If so, I’m sorry for us.
Cathy Plessner

Macalester-Groveland

Guns and us
There have always been lots of guns, since our frontier days to 

the present, but not until the present have there been so many mass 
killings. So what changed? Modern semi-automatic guns with large 
magazines are more lethal, but what brings people to use them on 
people they don’t even know?

I wonder if we are addicted to gun violence. A look at what we view 
daily in the entertainment media, TV, movies and video games seems 
to confirm that belief. The gun is seen as the solution to all problems, 
by bad guys and good guys alike. Want something? Stick a gun in 
somebody’s face to threaten, kill or just make your point. In some 
of the most popular video games, mass killing is presented as heroic 
action.

Is this harmless entertainment or desensitizing soul killing? This 
type of entertainment is available at the press of a TV remote 24 hours 
a day. Media can be a powerful teacher. 

Jim Anderson
Battle Creek

Not in Lincoln’s league
I agree with T.J. Sexton when he describes the leader of our great 

country as crude, arrogant and an embarrassment to us (Villager 
Inbox, November 7). Unlike T.J. Sexton, I will not give our president 
a pass because of supporting particular Supreme Court justices, 
lowering taxes for certain people and companies or promising to 
build a wall. I want a leader of the U.S. for all of us. As the late Senator 
Wellstone said, “We all do better when we all do better.”

In his letter to the editor, Mr. Sexton mentions General Ulysses 
Grant and President Lincoln. The following is how General Grant 
described President Lincoln shortly before Mr. Lincoln’s tragic death:

I regard Lincoln as one of the greatest of men. He is unquestionably 
the greatest man that I have ever encountered. The more that I 
see of him and exchange views with him, the more he impresses 

me. I admire his courage and respect the firmness he always 
displays. Many think from the gentleness of his character that he 
has a yielding nature; but while he has the courage to change his 
mind when convinced that he is wrong, he has all the tenacity of 
purpose which could be desired in a great statesman. His quickness 
of perception often astonishes me. Long before the statement of 
a complicated question is finished, his mind will grasp the main 
points and he will seem to comprehend the whole question better 
than the person who is stating it.
The party of Lincoln should learn from President Abraham 

Lincoln.
J.K. McKim

Summit Hill

Story of immigration success
I want to thank you for your Hmong immigration story featuring 

the Wongs (Villager, November 7): an interesting and informative 
immigration success story, similar to many that I have read over the 
years. What is missing, and has been missing all along, is Minnesota’s 
and Ramsey County’s successful assimilation of thousands of Hmong 
following the Vietnam War. 

This is a story for a historian to write, one that should take into 
account all the elements of immigration success, with attention to 
politics, welfare, education, health, church sponsorships, food and 
restaurant organizations, recreation and sports, etc. There are also 
several modest, unassuming heroes to be mentioned, such as one 
particular University of Minnesota professor of psychiatry and the 
many Ramsey County caseworkers and their countless hours of 
service. 

Not just the Hmong should be proud of their story; our community 
should be proud, too!

David Fox
Highland Park

Support everyday philanthropist
For centuries, people have been donating to charity, supporting the 

causes and organizations most important to them. Sadly, charities 
are facing a crisis now; the number of people giving to charity is 
shrinking. A new bill recently introduced in Congress, called the 
Everyday Philanthropist Act, helps make giving easier.

The Everyday Philanthropist Act allows employees to designate 
part of their paycheck to be given pre-tax to charities of their choice 
through a Flexible Giving Account. You or your family could lower 
your taxes by giving to your favorite charity through your employer. 

Help make charitable giving easier for the everyday philanthropist. 
Visit thegreatergive.org to learn more.

Jennifer Zisser, Director
The Greater Give

Madison, Wisconsin

8b inbox

Do write, won’t you?
The Villager welcomes letters to the editors and longer guest 

editorials. To be considered for publication, all commentary must 
be signed, include a telephone number for verification purposes 
and indicate the neighborhood in which the writer lives. You may 
send your commentary to the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55116, or email it to letters@myvillager.com. 

GET READY FOR WINTER NOW!

UPGRADE TO
UNSTOPPABLE
Buy Trane qualifying equipment and choose:

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

Schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate 651-646-7381

www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2017
*The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will 
continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special 
terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged 
interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00 This information is accurate as of 8/1/2018 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 
12/15/2018. **See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers OR discounts up to $1,000 valid on qualifying equipment only. Offers 
vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. ˆIngersoll Rand Marketing Insights, Trane Claim Consumer Survey, October 2016.

F U R NACE NOT WOR KI NG?
$20 OFF    

21 Point Pre–Season
                                     Tune-Up Special
  Make sure your Furnace is operating at peak performance

 

Offer good through 11/30/2018 at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of sale.  Not valid with any other offers. 

0% APR OR Discounts Up To $1,950**
FOR 48 MONTHS
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www.jflorist.com
1738 Grand Ave.     651-698-6000

        Holiday
        Open House

              Saturday, Dec. 1st
                  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

parents
remember to

bring your 
cameras

Visit with

Santa
Sat., Dec. 1st
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.jflorist.com • 651-698-6000

1738 GRAND AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 55105

• Hot Chocolate
• Candy Canes for Kids
• Spin the Flower Wheel

to Win Prizes

Annual Holiday

Lights will be glowing and cider 
will be flowing when Grand 
Avenue rings in the holiday 

shopping season with the 46th an-
nual Grand Meander from 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, December 1.

Families can enjoy a free pancake 
breakfast with Santa, stroll the av-
enue while listening to the sounds 
of carolers or hop a trolley to soak 
in the sights of the season. The 
Meander will also feature a soup- 
tasting contest, art shows and a wide 
assortment of merchants offering 
complimentary holiday treats. 

The sponsoring Grand Avenue 
Business Association has compiled 
the following list of free activities for 
this year’s Meander: 

• Breakfast with Santa. The kids 
can share their holiday wish list with 
Santa and all can enjoy a free pan-
cake breakfast from 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
at Tavern on Grand, 656 Grand. 
Families are asked to bring an un-
wrapped donation for Toys for Tots 
if they are able.

• Art at Ramsey. Eighty artists 
and craftspeople will be exhibiting 
in the 24th annual juried holiday 
art show and sale, which will be 
presented from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
Ramsey Middle School, 1700 Sum-
mit Ave. The show is sponsored by 

the St. Paul Public Schools’ Com-
munity Education program in co-
operation with the Artists’ Circle. 
Admission is free. 

• Youth Art Fair. The 25th annu-
al Youth Art Fair will be held from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., also at Ramsey. The 
work of local artists ages 8-18 will 
be displayed for show and sale.

• Summit Avenue Artisan Festi-
val. More than 40 local artists and 
artisans will sell their wares during 
the festival, which will run from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ, 900 Summit Ave. 
The event also will feature a silent 
auction, homemade pot pies and 
children’s activities. 

• Soup tasting. The soup-tasting 
contest will continue this year as lo-
cal businesses once again serve up 
free samples of their signature soups 
(while they last) throughout the day. 
Celebrity judges will vote for their 
favorite recipe of 2018.

• Free trolley rides. Hop aboard a 
free trolley that will pick up passen-
gers and drop them off at bus stops 
on Grand between Dale Street and 
Fairview Avenue.

• Fire truck rides. Free rides for 
kids will be provided by the St. Paul 
Winter Carnival Vulcans from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. beginning and ending 

in the parking lot at Dixie’s, 695 
Grand.

• Petting zoo. Animals that 
would be right at home in a manger 
will be on hand at Frattallone’s Ace 
Hardware, 650 Grand Ave.

• Holiday story. Red Balloon 
Bookshop, 891 Grand, will have a 
“Countdown to Christmas” story 
time and craft activities for kids.

• Chestnuts roasting. Grand 
Spectacle, 764 Grand, will continue 
its long-standing tradition of serv-
ing freshly roasted chestnuts on an 
open grill.

• Take an Elf selfie. Stop by the 
Coulee Bank patio at 742 Grand 

to take a selfie with a cutout of Elf 
and enter a drawing for tickets to 
the Ordway’s holiday production of 
Elf the Musical. There will also be a 
make-and-take craft activity.

• Sounds of the season. Carolers 
will be entertaining guests at several 
locations and strolling the avenue 
during the Meander.

• Eyes all aglow. The jolly old 
elf will be making appearances at a 
variety of shops along the avenue. 
Businesses also will be competing 
in a window decorating contest.

For more information, call the 
Grand Avenue Business Asso-
ciation at 651-699-0029 or visit  
grandave.com.

Snowman scavenger hunt returns for Holiday in Highland

Time for cheer
Merchants greet season with 
46th Grand Meander on Dec. 1

Author Ara Elizabeth Schmidt 
read from her latest work at last 
year’s Grand Meander. At right, 

John Powers and granddaughter 
Jillian admired the decor outside 

Bibelot. Photos by Brad Stauffer

For the second year, a scavenger hunt to find 
Parker the Snowman will join strolling 
carolers, a library story time, in-shop pro-

motions, a pancake breakfast and photo oppor-
tunities with Santa when the Highland Business 
Association (HBA) presents its annual Holiday 
in Highland on Saturday, December 8.

Here is the schedule of the day’s events:
• Find Parker. The sly little snowman will be 

hidden in stores throughout Highland Village 
from December 1-9. Hunters young and old 
can pick up a passport at Menchie’s Frozen Yo-
gurt, 750 S. Cleveland Ave., starting at 11 a.m. 

Saturday, December 1. Once they have found  
12 of the snowmen, they can bring their com-
pleted passports back to Menchie’s by 7 p.m. 
Sunday, December 9, to be entered in a drawing 
for a gift basket.

• Breakfast with Santa. The venerable Breakfast 
with Santa will take place from 9-11:30 a.m. at 
the remodeled Tiffany Sports Lounge, 2051 Ford 
Pkwy. The breakfast includes free pancakes with 
donations to Toys for Tots and the Neighbor-
hood House Food Shelf. A craft activity hosted by 
College Nannies and Tutors will also be offered. 
Breakfast reservations are required by calling  

Tiffany’s at 651-690-4747.
 • Story hour. Head over to the Highland Park 

Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., to listen to holiday  
stories at 11 a.m. 

• Strolling carolers. Carolers from High-
land Catholic School and Highland Park High 
School will sing songs of the season as they stroll 
throughout Highland Village from noon-2 p.m.

• In-store specials. Local businesses will offer 
treats and special promotions during the day. 

For more information about Holiday in High-
land, call the HBA at 651-699-9042 or visit  
highlandba.com.

Support Your Local Businesses
Grand Avenue Business Association, www.grandave.com

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Soup Tasting

Breakfast with Santa

Strolling Carolers

Classic Trolley Rides

Local Art Shows

Fire Truck Rides

& More Holiday Activities

Saturday, December 1st
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622 SELBY AVE. 55104 | msmarket.coop

INDULGENT APPETIZERS 
 MOCKTAILS 

LOCAL & FAIR-TRADE GIFTS 
LIVE JAZZ MUSIC 

RAFFLE PRIZE

HOLIDAY
SAMPLER

T A S T I N G  &  G I F T  F A I R

4 T H  A N N U A L

S T O R E

SATURDAY, DEC . 8 
11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M.

mississippimarket-20181113-Villager-3.33x5.indd   1 11/13/18   4:27 PM

  
Coupon

OFFER EXPIRES 12/6/18 

Cleveland at St. Clair

651690-1846
snuffysmaltshops.com

Buy One, Get One

Regular Size Burger         
$3 off$3 off

Highland Park • 772 Cleveland Avenue S. • St. Paul, MN 55116 • 651-224-2883

www.arthurwilliamsoptical.com

Like us on
No other discounts apply, no refunds on previous orders, cannot be combined with insurance benefits. Add-ons 
and some specialty lenses cost extra. No discounts on glass lenses, Plano Sunglasses, Maui Jim Sunglasses.

Don’t forget to use your flexible spending money before it expires.
Don’t forget to schedule an eye exam with our own Dr. Matt Anderson.

Our Annual

50% Off  Frames Sale
 One Day Only   

Saturday, December 1st  9am-5pm
Offer good on complete pairs only; frames and lenses.

After almost a year of construc-
tion, the Minnesota Museum of 
American Art will hold its grand 

reopening from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, 
December 2, in its new quarters at 350 
N. Robert St.

The free event will feature three new 
exhibits, a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
noon with state and city leaders, hands-
on activities for all ages with artists Car-
rie Thompson and Aki Shibata, dance 
performances by SuperGroup, an intro-
duction to the museum’s resident artist 
Rebekah Crisanta de Ybarra, and live 
music by Ybarra (aka Lady Xok) begin-
ning at 4 p.m.

Among the new exhibits at the M is 
“100 Years and Counting,” a sampling 
of the museum’s permanent collection 
of early 20th-century paintings, photo-
graphs, drawings, prints, sculpture and 
American Indian art. The M’s two-story 
sculpture court will feature a colorful 
fiber art installation by Sheila Pepe of 
New York. The Window Gallery will 
feature the dynamic “wave line” by Du-
luth artist David Bowen.

The Minnesota Museum of Ameri-
can Art is one of the oldest visual arts 
organizations in Minnesota with roots 
stretching back to the 19th century. 
Since 2013 it has presented exhibitions 
and programs in its Project Space gal-
lery in the Pioneer-Endicott building. Its 
new space in the same building includes 

20,000 square feet of exhibition, learning 
and gathering spaces. A second phase of 
construction will provide an additional 
16,000 square feet of gallery space for its 
permanent collection.

First Night, a ticketed preview party 

and fundraiser, will be held at the M on 
Saturday evening, December 1. After 
December 2, the M will be open to the 
public free of charge from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday and until 8 
p.m. on Thursday. Visit mmaa.org.

Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels is 
marking its 49th year of providing fresh-
ly prepared, full-course turkey dinners 
to Twin Cities families and is once again 
seeking several hundred local drivers 
to make the deliveries on Thursday, 
November 22. Volunteers are asked to 
pick up the meals and a routing map on 
Thanksgiving morning at the entrance 
to Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. 
Delivery begins at 7 a.m. and is over by 
10:30 a.m., which gives volunteers plenty 
of time to enjoy their own Thanksgiving 
feasts with their families. “What we real-
ly need are drivers,” said Highland Park 

resident Bill Foussard, who founded the 
nonprofit program with Barb Aslesen in 
1970. Two adults per vehicle are sought 
to deliver the meals. Foussard said any-
one who wants to help package food for 
the drivers should show up at 2:15 a.m. 
on Thursday at CDH. Monetary dona-
tions to help with food costs may be sent 
to Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels in 
care of Alliance Bank, 55 E. Fifth St., St. 
Paul, MN 55101. Call 651-699-5404.

St. Paul YMCA Service Club volunteers 
recently unloaded 1,000 Christmas trees 
that will be sold in Highland National’s 

parking lot beginning from 8 a.m.-8 pm. 
November 23. This is the 79th year the 
club has been selling trees to support 
YMCA programs. After the opening, 
regular lot hours will be from 3-8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and 9 a.m.-
9 p.m. Friday through Sunday. 

The Mendota Heights Police Depart-
ment is collecting gifts for Toys for Tots. 
Unwrapped donations may be dropped 
off at the station, 1101 Victoria Curve, 
through December 10. The focus for 
2018 is gifts for teenage boys and girls. 
Visit mendota-heights.com.

Volunteers

Among the artwork on view in the MMAA’s “100 years and counting” are 
(clockwise from top) Patrick DesJarlait’s “Red Lake Fishermen,” Gordon Parks’ 
“Muhammed Ali” and Frances Cranmer Greenman’s “Portrait of Clara Mairs.”

MMAA opens 
its new space 
in downtown
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 Jewelry Ceramics Art Crafts
Under New Ownership!  Please Stop In!

619 Grand Ave (at Dale St)      651.312.1122

UNIQUE LOCAL FOOD and RETAIL VENDORS!
928 West 7th Street     www.kegandcase.com      kegandcasemn

KICK OFF

UNIQUE LOCAL FOOD and RETAIL VENDORS!
928 West 7th Street     www.kegandcase.com      kegandcasemn

KICK OFFGift
ideas
close 

to
home

Gift
ideas
close 

to
home

World Class Jewelry from the Heart of St Paul

1262 Grand Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55105
(651) 699-1431

charlemagnefinejewelry.com

World Class Jewelry from the
Heart of St. Paul

For over 45 years, Charlemagne Fine Jewelry,
1262 Grand Avenue, 55105 651-699-1431 • CharlemagneFineJewelry.com

Charlemagne Fine Jewelry is a landmark on Grand 
Avenue providing a distinctive shopping experience. 
From the moment you walk into Charlemagne it is easy 
to see what sets it apart from other stores. There is an 
instant impression that shows a keen sense of design, 
craftsmanship and personality.

This season Charlemagne opens their vault to offer 
rarely seen natural gemstones beautifully blended with 
fashion forward designs. Stones with phenomena like 
Asterism, Cats-Eye, and Chatoyancy will delight your 
imagination. Take a look at the handmade one of a 
kind ring pictured here, with a stunning natural Orange Chalcedony cabochon set in 14k 
yellow gold with diamond pave accent. Let our expert staff guide you to the perfect piece 
to reflect your personal style.

Select a unique gift this season from one of the many collections created with passion and 
care, available only at Charlemagne Fine Jewelry.For over 45 years, Charlemagne Fine Jewelry,

1262 Grand Avenue  

World class jewelry from the
heart of St. Paul 

Charlemagne Fine Jewelry is a landmark on Grand
Avenue providing a distinctive shopping experience.
From the moment you walk into Charlemagne it is
easy to see what sets it apart from other stores. �ere
is an instant impression that shows a keen sense of 
design, craftsmanship and personality.

�is season Charlemagne opens their vault to o�er
rarely seen natural gemstones beautifully blended
with fashion forward designs. Stones with phenomena
like Asterism, Cats-Eye, and Chatoyancy will delight
your imagination.  Take a look at the handmade one
of a kind ring pictured here, with a stunning natural
Orange Chalcedony cabochon set in 14k yellow gold
with diamond pave accent.  Let our expert sta� guide
you to the perfect piece to re�ect your personal style.

Select a unique gift this season from one of the many collections created with passion and
care, available only at Charlemagne Fine Jewelry.

Pick up yours today at St. Patrick’s Guild
1554 Randolph Avenue

(651) 690-1506 • StPatricksGuild.com

Beyond elegant, this comfortable cardigan is soft and is a great 
top layer for a stunning casual style. What’s the secret to its 
irresistible look? The Irish designers incorporated Ireland’s 
classic knit designs with several modern, texture-rich patterns 
for a dynamite appearance. Your heart may skip a beat 
knowing it will be wrapped in this beauty when cool 
weather appears.

Our One Button Cardigan Sweater is made in Ireland 
and the 100% merino wool is an absolute dream. 
Why? The silky long fibers give warmth and 
lightness and are unrivalled in the ability to wick, 
absorb, and evaporate moisture. The One Button 
Cardigan Sweater is available in natural, red or 
green colors giving you the chance to wear 
this luxurious sweater more often.

Same quality selection and exceptional service since 1949.
Fresh imports arriving weekly from Ireland 

1554 Randolph Avenue 

651-690-1506
stpatricksguild.com

ExpAndEd HolidAy HouRs
Mon & Thurs Evenings Until 7pm (Open 9-5:30pm other weeknights & Saturdays)

Open Sundays from Thanksgiving until Christmas from 11-4pm.

Quality irish ClothingQuality irish Clothing

Sweaters, hats, scarves, jackets, mittens/gloves, children’s,
also: Belleek Pottery, Solvar Jewelry, Galway Crystal, Guinness.

Wrap Yourself in Chic Irish Styling
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Dance the Night Away

Gift certificates available online at CinemaBallroom.com or
in person at 1560 St. Clair Ave. (651) 699-5910

Cinema Ballroom has been bringing quality dance instruction to the Twin Cities for years. 
Housed in what was originally a 1920s movie theater, the ballroom has been filled with 
dancers since 2005. Cinema Ballroom specializes in partner dancing, including ballroom 
dances such as the waltz and foxtrot, Latin dances such as the cha cha and rumba, plus 
salsa, swing and night club dances such as the merengue, polka and hustle. Cinema 
Ballroom offers classes for everyone; try out private lessons, group classes, practice dance 
parties and coaching from top professionals in the country. 

A Holiday Shopping Tradition and
Locally Owned for over 50 Years

Electric Fetus, 2000 4th Avenue South, Minneapolis 55404
(612) 870-9300 • ElectricFetus.com

A holiday shopping tradition and locally 
owned for over 50 years, The Electric Fetus 
takes pride in offering a huge selection 
of music and unique gifts, coupled with 
knowledgeable and friendly customer 
service.

Shop by yourself to find something 
for everyone on your list, or have fun 
browsing with family and friends.  
You’ll find great music and gifts for 
babies to baby boomers and beyond.

As always, local artisans and musicians are 
an essential part of The Electric Fetus.  Feel 
good about keeping your shopping dollars 
in the community especially when you 
choose products that were made right here  
in Minnesota.

Back again this year, the popular January 
coupon books…free with any purchase 
while supplies last, starting Nov. 23rd. 

Gift cards 
available. Open 9-9 M-F, 9-8 Sat 

and 11-6 on Sun (10-6 on 12/23 and 9-4 
on 12/24). The Franklin Ave bridge is 
open, as is our parking lot and both of our 
driveways!

Manhattan Strip Roast

Lunds & Byerlys, Highland Park, 2128 Ford Parkway 55116
 (651) 698-5845 • LundsandByerlys.com

This holiday season spend more time with your 
guests and less time in the kitchen, thanks to 
our new Manhattan Strip Roast. The roast is 
slightly smaller than a typical roast – in fact, it 
cooks in less than an hour. And it’s boneless, so 
it’s easy to slice and serve.

The Manhattan Strip Roast is cut from a ten-
der section of beef and lightly marinated with 
an exclusive combination of olive oil, French 
sea salt and spices developed by our Executive 
Chef Michael Selby. Our Manhattan Strip 
Roast is available in all stores, just in time for 
your holiday entertaining.

2128 Ford Parkway | 651-698-5845
Prices valid December 7-24, 2017.

MANHATTAN STRIP ROAST
$9.99/lb.

Save $6/lb. 
This holiday season spend more time with your guests and less time in the kitchen,  

thanks to our Premium Choice Manhattan Strip Roast. Slightly smaller than a typical roast,  
it cooks in about an hour. And it’s boneless, so it’s easy to slice and serve.

 

Prices valid December 6-24, 2018.
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Complete information at highlandba.com

Saturday, December 8
Breakfast with Santa • Promotions at Participating Merchants

Scavenger Hunt • Strolling Carolers

Find PARKER the SNOWMAN
                    December 1- 9

 “Find Parker” is a Shop Local Scavenger

   hunt. Pick up your Parker Passports

 starting Dec. 1 at participating businesses

       (look for a window sign) and follow the

      instructions. Winner will be drawn

 Dec. 10 and receive a Gift Basket with

                Gift Cards from local businesses.

Landmark Center will open its doors for the 40th Annual Landmark 
Center Old-Fashioned Holiday Bazaar featuring beautiful and unique gift 
items handcrafted by over 70 of the area’s best artists.
        

This year’s Holiday Bazaar is
Thursday, November 29, 10 am to 8 pm,

Friday, November 30, 10 am to 8 pm; and
Saturday, December 1, 10 am to 5pm.
Admission is $5; children ages 12 and younger 
are free.

The Bazaar features quality handcrafted items, 
selected by jury, including jewelry, decor pieces, food 

items, paintings, woven and wearable art, handmade lotions, soaps and more. Festive live 
music and delicious treats add to the enjoyment of holiday shopping.

The Landmark Center Holiday Bazaar also offers shoppers a chance to win one or more of 
75 items donated by each of the exhibitors.

Landmark Center, owned and sponsored by 
Ramsey County, is located in 
downtown St. Paul at 75 Fifth 
Street West, facing RicePark, 
adjacent to the Ordway Center 
for the Performing Arts and The 
Saint Paul Hotel. Landmark Center 
is accessible to those with impared 
mobility. Parking is available on streets 
and in the nearby Lawson, Science 
Museum and RiverCentre ramps.

A Ramsey County Property

www.landmarkcenter.org | 75 W. 5th Street| St. Paul, MN 55102

   

Check off everyone on your 
holiday gift list when you browse 
a marketplace of unique, 
handcrafted merchandise created  
by over 75 local artisans. Enjoy  

 the festive holiday music and 
    refreshments while you shop!  

40th Annual
Landmark Center

Old Fashioned

Holiday
Bazaar

Check off everyone on your
holiday gift list when you 
browse a marketplace 
of unique, handcrafted 
merchandise created by 
over 75 local artisans. Enjoy 
the festive holiday music 
and refreshments while you 
shop!

November 29 10 am - 8 pm
November 30 10 am - 8 pm
December 1 10 am - 5 pm
$5 - Under 12 Free

Tis’ the Season for Holiday Cheer
and Shopping

Landmark Center, 75 West 5th Street 55102
(651) 292-3225 • LandmarkCenter.org



WEDNESDAY, november 21, 2018 	V ILLAGER	 page 15

Braman Brothers Real Estate SWJ 082318 FP.indd   1 8/13/18   12:38 PM

CHARLIE & JOE BRAMAN

612.643.5533

Vis i t  BramanBrothers.com

“They established trust very quickly
because of their honesty,

attention to detail and
thorough approach.”

– Sara G.

Braman Brothers Real Estate SWJ 082318 FP.indd   1 8/13/18   12:38 PM

$1,495,000

$220,000 $220,000

660 Hidden Creek Trail /Mendota Heights

1966 Rome Ave /Highland 464 Warwick St / 
Mac-Groveland

The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Burglary—A suspect reportedly entered 

an occupied home and stole a purse on the 
1300 block of Edgcumbe Road at 5:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 31.

—Cold Front, 490 S. Hamline Ave., was 
broken into between 4:30-6:30 a.m. Friday, 
November 9.

—Two apartments were burglarized on 
the 500 and 600 blocks of South Cleveland  
Avenue on November 12.

Theft—A cellphone was reported stolen at 
Tiffany Sports Lounge, 2051 Ford Pkwy., at 
12:31 p.m. Thursday, November 1.

—A billfold was stolen from a purse at 
Trader Joe’s, 484 S. Lexington Pkwy., around 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, November 4.

—Backpacks and iPads were stolen from 
two vehicles parked at the Charles M. Schulz-
Highland Arena, 800 S. Snelling Ave., be-
tween 3-5:30 p.m. Monday, November 5.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 
2000 block of Ford Parkway at 6:23 p.m.  
Tuesday, November 6.

—A 27-year-old homeless man was arrest-
ed for tampering with a motor vehicle after he 
was seen sitting in the driver’s seat of someone 
else’s truck on the 700 block of Ridge Street at 
11:47 a.m. Friday, November 9. 

—A trailer was reported stolen on the 600 
block of South Cleveland Avenue at 1:07 p.m. 
Friday, November 9. 

—A bag containing clothing and an iPhone 
was reported stolen at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave., between 9:30-10:45 
a.m. Saturday, November 10. 

Assault—Police were called to Lumen 
Christi Church, 2055 Bohland Ave., for a fel-
ony assault at 11 a.m. Sunday, November 11.

Lexington-Hamline
Theft—A 2000 Ford pickup was stolen at 

Skyline Tower, 1247 St. Anthony Ave., be-
tween October 27-28. The owner believed it 
was taken by a woman he had met earlier.

—At the Midway Target, a cellphone was 
reported stolen on November 8, a 39-year-
old man was arrested for trying to steal 
around $700 in merchandise on November 
9, a 16-year-old female employee was arrested 
for trying to steal more than $1,000 in items 
on November 10 and a male suspect  tried 

to walk off with more than $500 in items on  
November 12.

Assault—A 31-year-old man was arrested 
for assault and disorderly conduct when he 
punched a security guard in the face after be-
ing asked to leave Skyline Tower, 1247 St. An-
thony Ave., at 7:43 p.m. Sunday, November 4.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—The glass door was broken and 

two cash registers were damaged at Dunn 
Bros. Coffee, 1569 Grand Ave., at 1:28 a.m. 
Friday, November 2.

—Two men were arrested for breaking into 
a residence on the 400 block of South Griggs 
Street at 4:32 p.m. Tuesday, November 6.

Theft—A backpack containing a laptop 
computer, textbooks, notebooks and calcu-
lator was reported stolen from a vehicle on 
Grand and Hamline avenues at 6:45 p.m.  
Friday, November 2. 

—Vehicles were stolen on the 200 block of 
South Snelling Avenue between November 
2-5, and on Cleveland and James avenues on 
November 3.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—Cash was stolen from a busi-

ness on the 700 block of Main Street at 5:35 
p.m. Sunday, November 4. 

Theft—Several items were reported sto-
len from three vehicles on the 1300 block of 
Highway 13 between 7:10-7:55 p.m. Friday, 
October 26.

—A trailer was stolen on the 1400 block of 
Commerce Drive on October 27-28, and a 
construction trailer was broken into on Dodd 
Road and Ivy Falls on October 29.

—A male suspect grabbed a laptop com-
puter off a table and ran out of a store on the 
700 block of Main Street at 6:07 p.m. Thurs-
day, November 1.

Miscellaneous—A deer was struck by a car 
on Wachtler and Emerson avenues at 11:01 
a.m. Thursday, November 1. The person who 
reported the incident was not involved in it, 
but wanted to have the meat. He was issued 
a deer tag and took possession of the animal.

Merriam Park
Burglary—An apartment was burglarized 

on the 500 block of North Prior Avenue be-
tween midnight-4 p.m. Monday, November 5.

—Police arrested two men for breaking into 
Augustine’s Bar & Bakery, 1668 Selby Ave., at 
11:38 p.m. Monday, November 5.

—A 45-year-old man was arrested for 
breaking into the Family Tree Clinic, 1619 
Dayton Ave., at 1 p.m. Sunday, November 11.

—An attempted burglary of an occupied 
apartment was reported at 5:15 p.m. Monday, 
November 12, on the 1900 block of Marshall 
Avenue. The complainant said he was nap-
ping when he heard a noise and saw a male 
climbing through his window. The suspect 
fled when confronted. He was described as a 
black man with dreadlocks and a stocky build.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 2300 
block of Marshall Avenue between October 
25-November 1.

Assault—A male victim said he was cross-
ing University Avenue at Wheeler Street when 
a passing vehicle almost struck him at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, November 2. He said a male and 
female then exited the car and assaulted him 
with a stun gun.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A purse-snatching was report-

ed at 1:10 p.m. Sunday, November 11, on the 
1500 block of University Avenue. The suspect 
was described as a black male in his 20s and 
wearing a gray Chicago Bulls sweatshirt.

Burglary—A home burglary was reported 
on the 1500 block of Portland Avenue at 3:13 
p.m. Friday, November 2.

Theft —A tow truck was stolen on the 1400 
block of Carroll Avenue on November 5-6.

—An iPad and wallet were stolen from a 
vehicle at the Midway Walmart between 5:15-
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 7. 

—Vehicles were stolen at Crosstown Auto, 
1440 Marshall Ave., on November 5, and at 
the Midway Walmart on November 12.

Summit Hill
Burglary—An apartment break-in oc-

curred on the 700 block of Grand Avenue be-
tween 2:23-3:07 p.m. Monday, November 12.

Theft—A laptop computer, work files and 
two pairs of boots were reported stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1100 block of Grand Avenue at 
7:32 a.m. Tuesday, November 6.

—A wedding band, gold rings and gold 
teeth were stolen from a vehicle on St. Albans 
Street and Grand Avenue between 7:47-8:34 
p.m. Thursday, November 8. 

—A vehicle was stolen on the 800 block 
of Goodrich Avenue between 2-7:30 p.m.  
Friday, November 9.

Assault—A 34-year-old man was arrested 
for felony assault by strangulation at 2:37 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 6, on the 1100 block of  
St. Clair Avenue.

Summit-University
Burglary—An apartment was burglarized 

on the 200 block of Marshall Avenue during 
the evening of October 31-November 1.

—A home was broken into on the 900 block 
of Carroll Avenue between 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Friday, November 2.

Theft—A backpack with miscellaneous 
items was reported stolen from a vehicle on 
the 500 block of Selby Avenue at 11:25 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 31.

—A laptop computer was stolen from a ve-
hicle and a laptop bag was taken from another 
at the Happy Gnome, 498 Selby Ave., between 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, November 5. 

—A barbecue grill was stolen from a porch 
on the 300 block of Pleasant Avenue during 
the evening of November 5-6.

Miscellaneous—Four tires were slashed on 
a car at Carroll Avenue and St. Albans Street 
between November 4-5. 

—A complainant stated he heard yelling 
outside and found what appeared to be red 
paint dumped all over at the Cathedral of  
St. Paul at 2:15 p.m. Tuesday, November 6. 

West End
Burglary—Several items were stolen from 

a residence on the 300 block of Clifton Street 
between November 1-5.

—Tavial Grill, 1199 W. Seventh St., was 
broken into on November 9 and Claddagh 
Coffee, 459 W. Seventh St., was burglarized 
on November 10.

Theft—Three watches valued at $950 were 
reported stolen during a move from one 
apartment to another at the Montreal Hi-Rise, 
1085 Montreal Ave., between 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, November 6.

—Credit cards were stolen from a vehicle 
on the 300 block of Spring Street between 
5:46-6:42 p.m. Friday, November 9.

—Stolen vehicles were reported on the 200 
block of Wilkin Street on November 9 and the 
300 block of Sherman Street on November 11.

Weapons—Pepper spray was recovered 
from a student’s locker at Journeys Second-
ary School, 90 S. Western Ave., at 11:05 a.m.  
Friday, November 9.

Miscellaneous—All four tires of a vehicle 
were flattened during the evening of October 
31-November 1, on the 800 block of West 
Seventh Street.

Crime Report



page 16	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, november 21, 2018

 
 

 
 

 

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Turkey Trot—The seventh annual Highland Park Turkey 
Trot 5K will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thanksgiving Day, Novem-
ber 22. A separate Gobble Wobble 1K will start at 8 a.m. Reg-
ister between 4-6 p.m. Wednesday, November 21, at Tiffany 
Sports Lounge or beginning at 7:30 a.m. on the day of the event 
at Highland Catholic School. The cost is $35 for adults for the 
Turkey Trot and $10 for the Gobble Wobble (with $5 for each 
additional sibling). Visit highlandparkturkeytrot.com.

Holiday in Highland—All are invited to Highland Village 
on Saturday, December 8, for a free Breakfast with Santa at 
Tiffany Sports Lounge, a holiday story hour at the library, a 
scavenger hunt for Parker the Snowman, and various promo-
tions and giveaways by local businesses. For information, visit 
highlandba.com/holiday-in-highland.  

Upcoming meeting—Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, November 27, Highland Park Commu-
nity Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Calling all creative types—The  Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council is looking for people to submit T-shirt 
designs that represent the neighborhood. The winning design 
will be printed on shirts that will be sold to the public. The 
submission deadline is December 31. For full contest details, 
visit macgrove.org/2019tshirt.

A holiday gift for the home—The owners of homes and 
businesses in the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood that 
were built in 1922 or before are eligible to purchase plaques for 
their buildings. Order by November 30 to receive the plaques 
in time for the holidays. Visit macgrove.org/100years.

Home Improvement Fair—Registration is now open for 
businesses and organizations that want to participate in the 
Macalester-Groveland & Highland Park Home Improvement 
Fair on March 16 at Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. 
Visit macgrove.org/hif2019 for registration forms.

Science of saving—Save on visits to the Science Mu-
seum of Minnesota by signing up at the community coun-
cil’s office in the Edgcumbe Recreation Center. Office 
hours are 3-6 p.m. Mondays and noon-3 p.m. Thursdays.  

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Monday, November 26, Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center; and Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 28, Groveland Recreation Center. 
No committees will meet in December.

Summit  Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

2019 book club—The Summit Hill Association is inviting 
residents to participate in a neighborhood book club in 2019. 
The club was inspired by the Read Brave St. Paul intergenera-
tional reading program that was launched in the city this fall. 
During four monthly meetings, the club will read and discuss 
books related to the theme of housing. The first will be Evicted 
by Matthew Desmond at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 22, at the 
Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. It will include a 
discussion about housing insecurity. Childcare, food and bev-
erages will be provided. Other meetings will be on White Fra-
gility by Robin DiAngelo on February 19, with a conversation 
about racism; Voices of Rondo by Kate Cavett on March 12, 
with a conversation about the Rondo neighborhood; and The 
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas on April 23, with a discussion 
about the Black Lives Matters Movement. People do not need 
to attend all four meetings to participate. Copies of Evicted are 
available in the SHA office to borrow. Call the office to reserve 
one, register for the first meeting or get more information.  
Details also will be available on the SHA website.

Get involved—Those who are looking for a way to get in-
volved in the neighborhood might consider participating on 
an SHA committee. The committees include Environment 
and Beautification, Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming, 
Communications and Outreach, Zoning and Land Use, and 
Development. Volunteers also are needed to help update the 
SHA’s neighborhood plan. For information on how to get  
involved, email info@summithillassociation.org.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Community Benefits Fund—The Union Park District 
Council will cosponsor a discussion from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 28, on a proposed Community Bene-
fits Fund with the Minnesota United professional soccer team. 
The event, which is also being sponsored by the Ward 1 and 
Ward 4 City Council offices as well as the Frogtown Neigh-
borhood Association and Hamline-Midway Coalition, will 
be held at the Midpointe Event Center, 415 N. Pascal St. At-
tendees are encouraged to bring their hopes for the neighbor-
hood around the new Allianz Field soccer stadium as well as 
questions and suggestions to mitigate any challenges that may 
arise. An online survey also will be available soon.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 5, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 Univer-
sity Ave.; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, De-
cember 10, 1821 University Ave., Suite 127; and Committee 
on Land Use and Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
December 17, location to be determined. 

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter @
UnionParkDC and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing alexa@unionparkdc.org.

District Council News Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils  
in the  
Villager  
area
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The Kiosk

Home for Sale

Unique Victorian Masterpiece!

Beautifully preserved and maintained and ready for your 
family.  Business potential as it was formerly a B&B and 
Quilt Shop. Gorgeous woodwork and stained glass windows. 
Expansive rooms with large open feel on main floor. Newly  
remodeled kitchen, spacious bedrooms and so much more. 
The craftsmanship in this house is unparalleled! Summit  
Avenue grandeur at an affordable price!

418 13th St. S, Benson, MN 56215 $239,000
Contact Kevin Bausman, Realtor 320-843-2924

swiftcountyrealestate.com

Looking for a 
Reliable Business Partner?

Do you value personalized service and a bank 
that's actually interested in helping you reach 
your personal or business financial goals? 

Come talk with us today, we will help you 
improve your bottom line.

Member 
FDIC

651.227.7071      BankCherokee.com/testimonials

BankLocal. BankCherokee.

Thursday/November 22
A Thanksgiving Dinner with turkey 
and all the trimmings will be served at noon 
at Randolph Heights Presbyterian Church, 
435 S. Hamline Ave. Come one, come all. 
The family-style meal is being offered free 
of charge by the members of the church.

J. Selby’s, 169 N. Victoria St., will play 
host to its second annual Thanksgiving 
dinner from noon-6 p.m. today or until the 
food runs out. Free and open to all comers, 
the dinner will feature plant-based versions 
of the traditional Thanksgiving dishes. 
Take-out is also available. Diners will be 
asked to make a donation for the homeless 
people camping out near Franklin and 
Hiawatha avenues in South Minneapolis. 

WALK OFF that Thanksgiving dinner and 
get some fresh air under a full moon. The 
Friends of Coldwater invite folks to join 
them on the walk beginning at 7 p.m. at 
the entrance to Coldwater Springs park, 
located off the frontage road southeast of 
Hiawatha Avenue and 54th Street in South 
Minneapolis.

Monday/November 26
A Support group for the family 
members and friends of people living with 
mental illness meets from 6:30-8 p.m. today 
and the fourth Monday of every month at 
the Wilder Foundation, 451 N. Lexington 
Pkwy. The program is sponsored by the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness. Contact 
Jennifer 507-254-5524.

Tuesday, November 27
The Pax Conversational Salon 
will focus on The Warmth of Other Suns, a 
book by Isabel Wilkerson about the great 
migration of African-Americans from the 
South to the North, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Mississippi Market, 1500 W. Seventh St. 
Admission is free, though donations are 
appreciated. Call 651-227-3228.

Wednesday/November 28
The American Red Cross will be 

accepting blood donations from 2-7 p.m. at 
Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave. For 
reservations, visit redcrossblood.org or call 
800-733-2767.

“Wanda Gág: Reinventing the Picture 
Book” will be addressed from 7-8:30 p.m. 
at the Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall 
Ave. Free and open to all, the program will 
cover the varied career and colorful life of 
the New Ulm-born author and illustrator of 
Millions of Cats (1928). Call 651-642-0385.

Thursday/November 29
Want to improve your speaking 
skills in a light-hearted and supportive 
atmosphere? Join Midway Toastmasters. 
The club meets from 6-8 p.m. every 
Thursday at Seventh Street Social, 2176 W. 
Seventh St. No reservations are necessary.

Friday/November 30
Emotions Anonymous, a 12-step 
program for people who are seeking help in 

dealing with daily stress, is offered at 7 p.m. 
today and every Friday at the Twin Cities 
Friends Meetinghouse, 1725 Grand Ave. 
Everyone is welcome. There are no required 
fees. For information, call Paul at 651-402-
6774 or visit emotionsanonymous.org.

Samba School, a co-ed class in the 
Latin-style of percussion, will be offered 
from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Women’s Drum 
Center, 2242 University Ave. The cost 
is $20. Instruments are provided. Visit 
womensdrumcenter.org.

Sunday/December 2
CARAMEL ROLLS baked by the women 
of Holy Spirit will be served with coffee and 
milk from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the basement 
of Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Randolph 
Avenue and Albert Street. Local crafters 
will be selling their handmade gifts, and 
games and craft activities will be available 
for children. Those who prefer their caramel 
rolls to go may stop by between 5 and 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, December 1.

Gifts handmade by artisans from East 
Africa and gifts and egg rolls handmade by 
the local Hmong American community will 
be for sale in a pop-up shop from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. at St. John the Evangelist Episcopal 
Church, 60 N. Kent St. Shoppers are invited 
to stick around and make an Advent 
wreath. Refreshments and all materials are 
provided. To reserve wreath supplies, email 
rjhansen3128@gmail.com by November 25.

Tuesday/December 4
A mental health support group for 
adults ages 18-30 meets from 6:30-8 p.m. 
today and the first and third Tuesday of 
every month at Unity Unitarian Church, 
733 Portland Ave. The group is facilitated 
by young adults with a mental illness who 
are doing well in recovery. It is sponsored by 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness. For 
information, call Tess at 507-226-3369.

The St. Paul Camera Club will hold 
its December Salon at 6:30 p.m. in Otto 
Hall of the Gardens Building at Episcopal 
Homes, 1860 University Ave. Monochrome 
digital images and prints will be judged. 
Visitors are always welcome.

“Elusive Jannah: The Somali 
Diaspora” will be addressed by University 
of Minnesota professor Cawo Abdi in a free 
program from 7-8 p.m. at the Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. Abdi 
will tell of how political turmoil has forced 
Somalis to migrate to places as varied as 
South Africa, Sweden, the Middle East and 
Minnesota and what effect that has had on 
their Muslim identity. Call 651-259-3000.

Thursday/December 6
Computer programming will 
be introduced to families with school-age 
children from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Cyber 
Village Academy, 768 S. Hamline Ave. The 
free computer coding event will feature 
activities for beginning through advanced 
coders. Participants are asked to bring their 
own laptops, tablets, smartphones, etc., 
though a limited number of devices will be 
available to borrow.

Dievs, svētī Latviju! The Veselica International Dance Ensemble kicked 
up its heels to the national anthem of Latvia (“God, Bless Latvia”) in celebration of 
the 100th anniversary of the Baltic state’s independence on November 18 at Land-
mark Center.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Betsy / 86
Saint Paul

Words to thrive by:
“Write your own story. Take chances.”

thrive   85AT

Betsy would rather
count parks than years.
At 86, Betsy has seen a lot. But there’s still
so much to see. Betsy’s been camping in our 
lovely state since the early 90s. “One day
I realized I’d been to about 30 state parks,
so I decided maybe I should �nish all 64.”
Well, Betsy’s down to single digits and is on 
track to accomplish her camping goal this year.

In honor of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Minnesota’s 85th anniversary, we’re shining
the spotlight on some of our fellow Minnesotan 
80-somethings who are living life to the fullest.

Visit bluecrossmn.com/thriveat85 to meet
other thrivers and nominate someone thriving
in their 80s.

www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 55116

We offer spectacular  
apartment homes featuring  
expansive floor plans, gourmet 
kitchens, spacious closets,  
and full appliance packages.  
Our community offers the most 
convenient senior living in  
St. Paul, complete with an  
on-site convenience store,  
exercise facilities, barber shop 
and beauty salon, guest suite,  
and beautiful community room! 

Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying at 
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or email us.

Income restrictions apply

Graham Place Senior Apartments
55 & Over Senior Living 

riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

 Thomas
 Liquors
 1941 Grand ave. sT. PauL, mn

 Wine saLe
november 23 - december 2

aLL Wines 20% off!
651.699.1860 . ThomasLiquor.com

Las
t Sa

le

Thi
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!

With the Old World 
ambience of the 
Christkindlmarkts 

of Germany and Austria, the 
European Christmas Market 
will return from November 30 
through December 10 on the 
East Plaza of St. Paul’s Union 
Depot, 214 E. Fourth St.

Close to three dozen ven-
dors will be on hand at the 
fifth annual event, selling a va-
riety of clothing, toys, jewelry, 
other gifts, cards, and pack-
aged food. Everything from 
handcrafted wooden toys to 
Scandinavian and German 
doll clothing, from imported 
Polish mouth-blown glass to 
imported wool outerwear, will be available.

The open-air market will be open from 
4-9 p.m. Fridays, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturdays, 
noon-6 p.m. Sundays and 4-9 p.m. Monday, 
December 10. Among the refreshments pre-
pared and served on site will be sweet and 
savory crepes, potato pancakes, gulasch, len-
til soup, spaetzle, pierogis, bratwurst, pretzels 
and roasted nuts. German beer, mulled wine 
and coffee will also be available. For more in-
formation, visit stpaulchristmasmarket.org.

The European Christmas Market is the cen-
terpiece of a host of happenings this holiday 
season at Union Depot. Its opening will co-
incide with the annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
ceremony at 7 p.m. Friday, November 30, on 
the depot’s North Plaza. Live music by singer-
songwriter Keri Noble, a screening of the film 
Elf and a spectacular fireworks show will also 
be featured from 5:30-7:30 that evening. 

A Holiday Bake Sale will be held in the 
Waiting Room of Union Depot from 10 

a.m.- 5 p.m. Saturday, December 8. The sale 
will feature more than 30 purveyors of baked 
goods, confections and other hostess gifts. 
Live entertainment and cooking and baking 
demonstrations will also be featured at the 
free event. 

The North Pole Express will be offering 
train rides with Santa and tours of his work-
shop from November 29-December 2 and 
December 6-9. However, the train rides were 
already sold out two weeks ago. 

The festive Canadian Pacific Holiday Train 
will pull into Union Depot on Monday, De-
cember 10, bringing the Trews and Willy Por-
ter for a live performance at 7 p.m. Admission 
to the concert is free, though VIP tickets to a 
preferred viewing area are available for $10, 
with all proceeds going to Keystone Commu-
nity Services’ food shelf. 

In fact, donations of money or nonperish-
able food for Keystone will be collected at all 
of the above holiday events. For more infor-
mation, visit uniondepot.org.

Bigger, better European Christmas 
Market returns to Union Depot plaza

Laurie Hartmann admires an ornament imported from 
Poland at a previous European Christmas Market.
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On the Town
By Anne Murphy

Black Nativity, the gospel musical by 
poet Langston Hughes, has been 
Penumbra Theatre’s Christmas gift to 

local audiences for more than three decades. 
The Summit-University-based company will 
unwrap another four-week run of the holiday 
classic on November 29 on its stage at 270 N. 
Kent St.

“We first produced the show in 1987 at 
the suggestion of its first director, Lewis 
Whitlock,” said Lou Bellamy, the founder of 
Penumbra and director of this year’s Black 
Nativity. “We’ve done a spinoff of the show 
annually ever since.

“Black Nativity has become a touchstone 
for our community,” Bellamy said. “People 
come from all over the Upper Midwest to 
experience our production. Indeed, many 
believe they haven’t truly experienced the 
Christmas season until they’ve attended.” 

Black Nativity was first performed 
in New York City in 1961, according 
to Bellamy. Originally titled Wasn’t It a 
Mighty Day, the musical celebrates the 
Christmas story through spirituals and 
hymns, including the call-and-response 
singing so familiar in African-American 
churches. From the beginning, the play was 
left open to interpretation if not a complete 
metamorphosis by theater directors. 

“(Hughes) constructed his text to leave 
room for the community to own the 
experience by choosing its own musical 

arrangements and interpretations,” Bellamy 
said. Penumbra took Hughes up on the 
offer, setting the story in other time periods 
and in Africa as well as St. Paul. However, 
its upcoming production will more closely 
resemble the play as written by Hughes. 

“The years when we didn’t produce 
Hughes’ script, we celebrated the season with 
a more contemporary treatment,” Bellamy 
said. “I felt mild pressure from a portion of 
our audience that they’d been there and done 
that. Eventually, I came to believe that the 
Nativity story had endured for over 2,000 
years and that Hughes’ treatment was as pure 
and elemental as we needed to pursue.”

Bellamy realized that the embellishments 
he had made to Black Nativity “were artistic 
flourishes that may have contemporary 
relevance, but didn’t reinvent or extend 
Hughes’ original story,” he said. “That’s why I 
stripped all the flourish away and have for the 
last few years presented the play as close to 
Hughes’ original idea and staging as possible. 
The play was originally performed with just 
a narrator, two dancers and a choir. We’ve 
returned to that construction and found 
that placing the story ensconced in African-
American culture, storytelling and soaring 
gospel music is the purest, most beautiful and 
spiritual expression we could offer.”

Greta Oglesby, longtime lead vocalist for 
Black Nativity, agreed. “I love that Penumbra 
has once again returned to telling the story 
of Mary and Joseph and the Holy Child born 
in a manger through the poetic words of 

Langston Hughes and the power of gospel 
music,” she said. “I love all the songs, but 
my favorite is ‘Oh Come All Ye Faithful’ 
because it invites the audience to also lift 
their voices and sing. And oh, when the band 
stops playing and you just hear the voices, it’s 
absolutely majestic.

“Black Nativity has been a tradition in 
the Twin Cities because it’s a healing balm,” 

Oglesby said. “With so many things dividing 
our communities, it’s important to keep this 
tradition. It’s truly a celebration of story, 
music and dance that’s good for the soul.”

Jazz singer Yolande Bruce has a long and 
proud association with Black Nativity. “My 
godmother, the late Katherine Gagnon, 

Go tell it on the mountain
Penumbra heralds Christ’s humble birth 
with unadorned staging of Black Nativity

The Met: Millett tells of the rise and fall of architectural gem
By Anne Murphy

It’s the trophy fish that got away,” said 
author and architectural historian Larry 
Millett of the Metropolitan. The 12-story 

building stood at the corner of Third Street 
and Second Avenue South in downtown 
Minneapolis from 1890 until it was 
demolished for redevelopment in 1961. 

“We let it out of our grasp—and it was 
a remarkable building,” Millett said. So 
remarkable, in fact, that he has devoted an 
entire book to it—Metropolitan Dreams: 
The Scandalous Rise and Stunning Fall of 
a Minneapolis Masterpiece (University of 
Minnesota Press, 2018). 

The Metropolitan was the architectural 
jewel of Minneapolis, according to Millett, a 
resident of St. Paul’s West End neighborhood. 
All streets seemed to lead to the granite and 
sandstone structure. The building had a 
skylit atrium at its center, a rooftop garden 
and more ironwork than any building of 
its kind at the time. Originally called the 
Northwestern Guaranty Loan Building, 
it was purchased by Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company in 1905.

“I’ve written extensively about the 
Metropolitan before,” said Millett, who has 
more than a dozen books about Twin Cities 
architecture and history to his credit, as well 
as a series of mystery novels. “It’s featured on 
the cover of my 1992 book, Lost Twin Cities.” 

Pondering how best to memorialize the 
Metropolitan, Millett decided to venture 
beyond the architectural details of the city’s 
first skyscraper and delve into the back 
story of the building’s birth, life and death. 

That approach, according to his editor, Erik 
Anderson of the University of Minnesota 
Press, allowed Millett to bring his novelist’s 
eye to the story. 

“The guy who built the Metropolitan was 
essentially a crook,” Millett said of developer 
Louis F. Melange. “The whole thing was built 
on credit. Layering. It was a Ponzi scheme. 
When the depression of 1893 hit, (Melange) 
went belly up. He left the country for South 
America.”

Some prestigious companies had offices in 
the Metropolitan. However, in the years after 
World War II, downtown’s Gateway District 
had grown seedy and the Metropolitan got 
caught up in an extensive plan for urban 
renewal in that area. Despite efforts to reel 
in the wrecking ball, the Minneapolis City 
Council voted 13-0 to demolish the building. 

“It’s still hard to grasp,” Millett said. 
Millett grew up in North Minneapolis 

and earned a B.A. in English at St. John’s 

University in 1969 and a master’s degree in 
English at the University of Chicago in 1970. 
Two years later, he got a job in the newsroom 
at the St. Paul Pioneer Press and worked there 
as a reporter and editor before becoming that 
newspaper’s first architecture critic in 1995.

“I wanted to be an architect and probably 
could have become a decent one,” Millett 
said, “but I also liked to write, so I ended up 
combining those interests.” His first book, 
about architect Louis Sullivan’s National 
Farmers’ Bank building in Owatonna, was 
published in 1985. “I was hooked after that,” 
he said. 

Author and architectural historian Larry Millett at home on the West End.
 photo by brad stauffer

Dennis Spears belts out a song backed by the Kingdom Life Church Choir under the 
direction of Yolande Bruce during a 2017 performance of Black Nativity. photo by allen weeks

‘black nativity’ c22

millett and the met  c22
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FREE
ADMISSION

Union Depot - East Side Plaza

November 30, December 1-2 & 7-10
Visit Our Website for Times & More Details!

Shop for unique, handmade holiday gifts and decorations from 30+ local vendors, 
drink Glühwein (spiced mulled wine), and taste European inspired food and delicacies.

Santa Claus • Reindeer • Singers & Dancers

STPAULCHRISTMASMARKET.ORG....... .......

 Place your
 orders now for

Holiday Party
Trays

DELICATESSEN • BAKERY • RESTAURANT

Home & Office Catering

651698-6276
651 S. Cleveland Ave. So.

Serving Fine Food Since 1949

(Delivery Service Available to Your
Home and Office –  24 Hour Notice, Please!)

 

 

301 SUMMIT AVE | ST. PAUL | GAI-MN.ORG | 651.222.7027

SAT & SUN DECEMBER 1 & 2  | 11 AM–4 PM

Holiday Open Haus
German Food and Drink ✦ Crafts ✦ St. Nikolaus on SundaySUMMIT AVENUE 

ARTISAN FESTIVAL

Saturday Dec 1, 10 am - 4 pm
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ

900 Summit Avenue | St. Paul, MN 55105

651-224-5809 | www.SPUCConSummit.org

Come for all of your holiday shopping!

40 local artists and artisans,          
homemade pot pies, silent auction, 

children’s activities & more!

Theater
Triple Espresso: A Highly Caffeinated 
Comedy, the long-running hit at Minne
apolis’ Music Box Theatre, has crossed the 
Mississippi for a two-month run on the 
thrust stage at Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 
Seventh Place. Created by Bill Arnold, Bob 
Stromberg and Michael Pearce Donley, the 
drama recaptures the magic of vaudeville 
through the reminiscences of a hapless 
comedian, musician and illusionist. Perform
ances are scheduled afternoons and evenings 
through January 13. Tickets are $25-$52.50 
with discounts for seniors, children and 
military personnel. Call 651-291-7005.

History Theatre has gone back to the ’60s 
with a reprise of its popular pop musical, 
Teen Idol: The Bobby Vee Story, playing 
through December 16 at 30 E. 10th St. 
Written by Bob Beverage and directed by 
Ron Peluso, the show captures the meteoric 
rise of the Fargo hitmaker. Tyler Michaels 
stars. Show times are 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturdays, and 2 and 4 p.m. Sundays. Tickets 
are $25-$62, $15 for college students, $10 for 
children. Call 651-292-4323. 

Agatha Christie’s Go Back for Murder is 
playing through December 16 at Theatre 
in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minne
apolis. Adapted by Christie from her own 
novel Five Little Pigs, the mystery tells of 
Carla Crale, who is convinced her late 
mother was wrongly convicted of her father’s 
murder. She persuades those who were 
present 15 years earlier to recount their 
version of that day. Through stories warped 
by time and perception, the dark and terrible 
truth emerges. Lynn Musgrave directs the 
nine-member cast. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. 
Tickets are $22. An audience discussion with 
members of the company will follow the 
matinee on December 2. Call 612-333-3010.

Complex female characters who find power 
in powerless situations will strut the stage 
from November 30 through December 23 
at Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. 
Classical Actors Ensemble will be perform
ing two plays from the Jacobean era that are 

very relevant today. Thomas Middleton’s 
Women Beware Women and Shakespeare’s 
Measure for Measure will alternate show
ings at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Sat
urdays and 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 
Tickets — available at the door or by visiting 
classicalactorsensemble.org — are priced 
on a sliding scale from $18-$40. Pay-what-
you-can shows will be offered at 7:30 p.m. 
Mondays, December 10 (for Measure 
for Measure) and 17 (for Women Beware 
Women).

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s opera, The Consul, 
will be performed by the Arbeit Opera 
Theatre at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 
November 29 and 30, in the theater at the 
Wellstone Center, 179 E. Robie St. Arbeit 
is a new company dedicated to presenting 

socially relevant productions. The Consul 
is a story of immigration as told through 
the experiences of a young mother and 
her activist husband. Norah Long and 
Gary Briggle star. Tickets are priced at 
whatever you can afford, and an audience 
discussion will follow each show. Visit 
brownpapertickets.com.

A Hunting Shack Christmas, a holiday 
comedy in the spirit of Minnesota, will be 
staged by Actors Theater of Minnesota from 
December 1-29 in the Cabaret at Camp Bar, 
490 N. Robert St. It tells of Charlie, who on 
the eve of his 10th wedding anniversary 
heads up north to his hunting shack to 
reassess his life. To his surprise, he finds the 
shack occupied by his uncle Big Paul, Paul’s 
girlfriend June and June’s grown son Ham. 

A snowstorm forces the group to settle their 
differences and celebrate Christmas together. 
Nick Wolf, Shana Berg, Maxwell Mars, Marci 
Lucht and John Haynes star. Show times are 
7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 5 
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $27 and $34. Visit 
brownpapertickets.com or call 800-838-3006.
The Minnesota Jewish Theatre will return 
from December 2-18 with its traditional 
holiday production, The Chanukah Guest. 
Based on the book by Eric Kimmel, the 
interactive drama by Jenna Zark tells the 
story of Bubba Brayna and her run-in 
with an unexpected guest on the first 
night of Chanukah. Craig Johnson directs. 
Show times are 1 p.m. Sundays and 9:45 
and 11 a.m. Tuesdays through Fridays 
in the auditorium of the Highland Park 
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Call 
651-647-4325 or visit mnjewishtheatre.org.

Music 
Thursday Musical will present performances 
by cellist Faith Farr, soprano Robin Helgen 
and pianist Mary Hunt, pianist Kristine 
West Denton, and violinist and Young 
Artist Scholarship Competition winner 
Sofia Schutte on November 29. The concert 
begins at 10:30 a.m. in Antonello Hall at the 
MacPhail Center for Music, 501 Second St. 
S. in Minneapolis. Admission is $15, $6 for 
students. A reception with free coffee and 
doughnuts will precede the show at 10 a.m. 
Call 612-333-0313.
Celtic Junction, 836 N. Prior Ave., will play 
host to an acoustic CD release show by solo 
guitarists Adam Kiesling and Scott Keever at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, November 30 ($15, $12, free 
for children). Call 612-874-8892.
Afro-Latin jazz pianist Nachito Herrera 
will present Afro-Latin Renaissance, a 
colorful mix of African and Latin American 
music, dancing and painting, in concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, December 1, in the 
Ordway Music Theater. The program will 
be preceded at 6:30 p.m. by an exhibit of 
Cuban visual art and a performance by 
Congolese guitarist Siama Matuzungidi. 
Tickets start at $27. Visit ordway.org or call 
651-224-4222.

Gospel goes electric. Jamecia Bennett (right) and Rajane Katurah Brown 
star as gospel singer and guitar virtuoso Sister Rosetta Sharpe and her protégé Marie 
Knight in Marie & Rosetta, a musical drama by George Brandt that opens on November 
30 on the proscenium stage at Park Square Theater, 20 W. Seventh Place. Sharpe (1915-
1973), a 2018 inductee into the Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame, had a strong influence on Elvis 
Presley, Chuck Berry and Etta James. Following previews on November 23-25 and 27-29, 
Marie & Rosetta will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays through December 30. Tickets are $20-$60 with discounts for seniors, military 
personnel and those under age 30. Call 651-291-7005. Photo by Petronella J. Ytsma

Happy Thanksgiving

Happy Holidays!

Thank You…for allowing me 
 to help you make your move in 2018. It is 
 a pleasure to work in the community
 I live in.

612-750-3478
Phyllis Salmen
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NOV 23–DEC 30 
MARIE and ROSETTA 

Roof-raising gospel,  
rhythm and blues!

651.291.7005  |  parksquaretheatre.org

NOV 9 – JAN 13
 Comedy / Andy Boss Thrust Stage

Fun for the entire family! 

The St. Paul Vocal Forum will perform 
music for Advent in concerts on December 
1 and 2. The singers will be joined by Rachel 
Brandwein on harp and Lorelie Giddings 
on oboe at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at St. Olaf 
Catholic Church, 215 S. Eighth St. in Min­
neapolis, and at 4 p.m. Sunday at Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church, 515 S. Albert St. 
Admission is free, though a $20 donation is 
suggested.

Exhibits
Handcrafted fiber works by more than 100 
artists are being displayed for show and sale 
through December 24 in the Holiday Gallery 
Shop at the Textile Center, 3000 University 
Ave. SE in Minneapolis. From one-of-a-kind 
wearable art to home décor, the pop-up shop 
will have a plethora of gifts. Artist demon­
strations, trunk shows and workshops will 
be offered between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays. The schedule includes Weave Fest, 
November 24; Stitch Fest, November 25; 
Fiber & Dye Fest, December 8; and Textile 
Machine Fest, December 15. Call 612-436-
0464 or visit textilecentermn.org.

“Roots and Fruits,” 50-plus works by more 
than three dozen past and present members 
of the Women’s Art Registry of Minnesota 
(WARM), are on view through December 
15 in the Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at St. 
Catherine University. The exhibit explores 
the evolution and impact of WARM with art 
works and archival material. Admission is 
free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

“Thank You For Shopping,” photographs 
from the golden age of Minnesota depart­
ment stores, are being displayed through 
February 24 at the Mill City Museum, 704 S. 
Second St., Minneapolis. Dayton’s, Powers, 
Donaldson’s, Young-Quinlan, the Emporium 
and the Golden Rule ruled the retail land­
scapes of downtown Minneapolis and St. 
Paul throughout the 20th century and served 
as a center of social life. Call 612-341-7555.

Three dozen potters are displaying 
their works in the fifth annual Yunomi 
Invitational, running through December 22 
at Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761 Raymond 
Ave. A Japanese folk art, yunomi employs the 
traditional handleless teacup as the canvas 
for myriad creations. Call 651-644-9200.

“Autogenous,” an exhibition by 20 students 
about to complete their B.A. in Art at the 
University of Minnesota, is on view through 
December 6 in the West Gallery of the Regis 
Center for Art, 418 21st Ave. S. in Minne­
apolis. Textiles, photography, paintings, 
ceramics, digital media, sculpture, print­
making and film are all represented. A public 
program and opening reception will be held 
from 5:30-8 p.m. Friday, November 30. Two 
other student exhibits, “On Purpose: Portrait 
of the Liberal Arts” and “Fresh Works,” will 
be displayed that evening in the Katherine E. 
Nash Gallery and Quarter Gallery, respec­
tively. Gallery hours are 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. 

Christmas traditions of the Hill family of 
St. Paul and their servants around the turn of 
the 20th century are featured during guided 
tours of the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit 
Ave. The hour-long tours step out between 
10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Fridays and 1 and 3:30 p.m. Sundays, now 
through December 30. While circling 
through the basement and first and second 
floors of the mansion, guides will relate 
stories of the Hill family, including Mary 
Hill’s lavish seven-course holiday meal in 
1910. The cost is $12, $10 for seniors and 
college students, $8 for children ages 5-17. 
Call 651-297-2555 or visit cart.mnhs.org.

Revisit the sights, sounds and tastes of 
Christmas circa 1875 during guided tours 
of the Alexander Ramsey House, 265 S. 
Exchange St. Listen to holiday music of the 
era played on the family’s 1875 Steinway 

grand piano, view original family ornaments 
and gifts, discover how the Ramsey family 
and their servants celebrated Christmas and 
sample homemade cookies fresh from the 
wood-burning stove. The hour-long tours 
begin every 15 minutes between 10 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and 
noon and 4:30 p.m. Sundays from November 
23 through December 30. The cost is $12, 
$10 for seniors and college students, $8 for 
children ages 5-17. Call 651-296-8760.

Fine art, recorded music and other gifts 
by more than 40 artists and other vendors 
will be featured in a Holiday Market from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, November 23-25, at the 
historic Schmidt Brewery, 900 W. Seventh St. 
The music area will have a listening station 
for sampling the CDs of local musicians. Also 
featured will be an exhibit in the Landmark 
Gallery with textiles by Maggie Thompson, 
ceramics by Brad Menninga, paintings and 
drawings by D.C. Ice and etchings, drawings 
and paintings by Stuart Loughridge.

Landmark Center will present its 40th 
annual Old-Fashioned Holiday Bazaar, a 
show and sale of handmade gifts by more 
than 75 artisans on Thursday through Satur­
day, November 29-December 1. Jewelry, 
decor, woven and wearable art, children’s toys 
and clothing, handmade lotions and soaps, 
and packaged foodstuffs will be featured 
along with festive music and prizes donated 
by vendors. The hours are 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday and 10 a.m-5 p.m. 
Saturday. Admission is $5, free for pre-teens. 

Highland Park photographer Kelly Povo 
and two artist pals will present their fourth 
annual holiday sale from 4–7 p.m. Friday and 
10 a.m.– 3 p.m. Saturday, November 30 and 
December 1, in the home at 1896 Saunders 
Ave. Glass ornaments, stone jewelry and key 
chains, and autographed copies of Povo’s 
Searching for Minnesota’s Native Wildflowers 
will be available.
Local artists will show and sell their 
creations in jewelry, photography, pottery, 
textiles and more from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 1, at Ginkgo Coffee­
house, 721 N Snelling Ave.

Books
Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave., 
will play host to free readings and discus­
sions with authors Jim Bohen and his new 
collection, I Travel in Rusting Burned-Out 
Sedans, with fellow poets Sharon Chmielarz, 
Norita Dittberner-Jax and Joyce Sutphen, 
7 p.m. Tuesday, November 27; Thomas 
D. Isern and his memoir, Pacing Dakota, 
7 p.m. Wednesday, November 28; Larry 
Millett and his book, Metropolitan Dreams: 
The Scandalous Rise and Stunning Fall of a 
Minneapolis Masterpiece, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
November 29; and poet John Koethe and 
his collection, Walking Backwards, 7 p.m. 
Monday, December 3. Call 651-225-8989.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play host 
to free readings and discussions with authors 
Jim Bohen and his new poetry collection, I 
Travel in Rusting Burned-Out Sedans, with 
fellow poets Sharon Chmielarz, Norita 
Dittberner-Jax and Joyce Sutphen, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 28; Jacek Dehnel and 
his novel, Lala, 4 p.m. Saturday, December 
1; Will McGrath and his memoir, Everything 
Lost Is Found Again, 7 p.m. Tuesday, De­
cember 4; Diane Jarvenpa and her poetry 
collection, The Way She Told Her Story, 
and Lynette Reini-Grandell and her poetry 
collection, Wild Verge, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 6; and Barb Geiger and her 
book, Paddle for a Purpose, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 13. Call 651-493-2791.

Storytelling, narrative technique and how to 
craft, refine and promote stories aloud and in 
print will be explored in Tellabration!, close 
to 12 hours of panel discussions, classes and 
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Millett retired from the Pioneer 
Press in 2002, but continued to 
write histories and novels, including 
his series of mysteries featuring 
amateur detective Shadwell Rafferty 
of St. Paul and his old friend, 
Sherlock Holmes.

Metropolitan Dreams may be 
Millett’s last architectural history. 
“I’m 71 now, and I think I’ve 
covered most of what I need to 
cover,” he said. “But Metropolitan 
Dreams was certainly a good book 
for me because it gave me a chance 
to write about a building I’ve always 
loved. I was even in it once or twice 
with my father before the wreckers 
came.

“The Met’s demise has become 
a kind of touchstone for local 
preservationists,” Millett said, 
“an abject lesson in how even the 
greatest buildings can be destroyed 
in the name of urban renewal or 
some other passing fancy. But 
times have changed. We have 
preservation protections that didn’t 
exist when the Met came down. 
The lesson from the Met is that 
cities and their defining works 
of architecture require constant care and 
keeping and a vigilant public.

“If the Met were standing today, it would 
be a four-star attraction and one of the 
wonders of the city,” Millett said. “Let’s hope 
we don’t lose any more buildings of its quality 
and stature in the years ahead.”

So what lies in the years ahead for Millett? 
“I’m working on a novel, a mystery novel, 

set in central Minnesota,” he said. “It’s titled 
Pineland Serenade. It’s a murder mystery. The 
clues are in the past, but it is a combination of 
past and present.”

Millett will introduce Metropolitan Dreams 
to local readers with a discussion and book 
signing at 7 p.m. Thursday, November 29, at 
Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave. 
Admission is free. For more information, call 
651-225-8989.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952

 651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

• “I’m amazed at what you did!”
• “ The only good thing about this  

accident is that I got to meet 
you and your law firm.”

• “ My friend needs a good lawyer, 
naturally I thought of you.”

• “You’re a Saint.”
• “You are awesome!”

No fee unless I collect for you!

 Client Comments:

25 years experience representing adults & children  
injured in accidents from motor vehicles, boats, motorcycles, 

work place injuries, wrongful deaths & dog bites.

Katherine A. Brown Holmen

 “…the best attorney in town!”

Ask 
about our 
new client
discount

workshops offered from 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 24, at Open Book, 1011 
Washington Ave S. in Minneapolis. Free and 
open to the public, the event will also feature 
a literature and merchandise table, games, 
and an open mike for storytelling from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tellebration will close with 
an evening concert featuring the narrative 
talents of Kevin Kling, Tom Cassidy, Erica 
Christ, Dorothy Cleveland, Loren Niemi, 
Laura Packer, Richard Rousseau, Sue Searing 
and Jim Stowell. Visit tellabrationmn.org.

Family
Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charlton St. and 
365 W. Marie Ave. in West St. Paul, will offer 
the following: Our Wild Neighbors, hiking 

in search of squirrels, deer, wild turkeys 
and raccoons, from 10-11:30 a.m. Friday, 
November 23 ($3); and Winter Bazaar 
featuring homemade crafts, bath and body 
products, kitchen items and more, 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Thursday and 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Fri
day, November 29-30. Call 651-455-4531.
Step inside a traditional Somali hut, try 
your hand at Somali art and tour the Somalis 
+ Minnesota exhibit between noon and 3 
p.m. Friday through Sunday, November 23-
25, at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Admission to the museum is 
$12, $10 for seniors and college students, $6 
for children ages 5-17. Call 651-259-3000.
Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., 
will offer the following free programs: Baby 
Storytime, 10:15 a.m. Wednesdays; Nature 

Smart, a trading post in natural history, 
biology and geology, 4 p.m. Wednesdays; 
Createch, high-tech fun for teenagers, 3:30 
p.m. Thursdays; Children’s Storytime, 11 
a.m. Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Mondays; 
Mini-Masterpieces, an arts workshop for 
preschoolers, 10:30 a.m. Monday, November 
26; and Amharic Storytime, 6 p.m. Tuesdays. 
Call 651-695-3700. 

See vintage passenger trains chugging 
through a winter wonderland in Night 
Trains, running from 6-9 p.m. Saturdays, 
now through February 23, at the Twin Cities 
Model Railroad Museum, 668 Transfer Road, 
Suite 8. The museum’s overhead lights are 
turned down and the miniature street, train 
and building lights are turned up, giving 
a warm holiday glow to the landscape. 

Admission to Night Trains is $15, free for 
children age 4 and under. Visit tcmrm.org. 
Santa will make a special appearance on 
December 15 and 22.

A Year With Frog & Toad Jr., a musical 
about making and keeping friends, will 
open a three-week run on November 30 on 
the Youth Performance Company’s stage at 
the Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, 1900 
Nicollet Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Based on 
the books by Arnold Lobel, the whimsical 
production follows the cheerful frog and the 
rather grumpy toad through four seasons of 
fun and adventure. Twenty-three morning, 
afternoon and evening performances are 
scheduled through December 17. Tickets are 
$15, $10 for children and seniors. Call 612-
623-9080 or visit youthperformanceco.org.

was in the cast the first time I saw the 
production,” she said. When asked how 
long she has been a part of the cast, 
Bruce said, “I don’t even know. It’s been 
many years with the current staging, 
and I was involved in prior versions off 
and on.” 

This year Bruce will be directing the 
Kingdom Life Church Choir. “My back 
is to the audience most of the time,” she 
said, “but I always wear great shoes.”

All kidding aside, Bruce said, “who 
doesn’t enjoy great music combined 
with a great story? It’s an opportunity for 
people to come together, be immersed 
in another style of music and know 
they’re in a safe place to clap their 
hands, sing along and shout ‘Amen!’”

According to Bruce, much of the 
enjoyment of this year’s production 
will come from the musical direction 
of Sanford Moore (of Moore by Four 
fame) and the choreography of Uri 
Sands of St. Paul’s TU Dance.

“I always think it’s a good thing to get 
a look into another culture,” Bruce said. 
“People are moved by the experience. 
They feel they must speak to us and 
share their feelings about what they 
experienced. For some, it’s the first time 
they’ve spoken to a black person. I know 
that’s hard to believe in this day and age, but 
maybe that’s part of the problem. We should 
be getting to know one another as human 
beings in a way that allows us to bring our 
full cultural selves to the table to learn about 
each other.”

“Black Nativity celebrates one of the 
oldest stories in our culture,” Bellamy said. 

“It allows the community to come together 
and experience their shared humanity. The 
simple story and the soaring gospel music 
buoys the spirit and connects individuals in a 
joyous manner.”

Black Nativity will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays, 2 and 
7:30 p.m. Saturdays and 4 and 7:30 p.m. 
Sundays through December 23. For tickets, 
priced from $15-$40, call 651-224-3180 or 
visit penumbratheatre.org.

19b ‘Black Nativity’ 19b millett and the met

Taylor Collier and Randall Riley portrayed Mary 
and Joseph in Penumbra Theatre’s 2017 pro­
duction of Black Nativity. photo by allen weeks Looking up from the central atrium of the Metro­

politan at the skylight 12 stories above.

Drawing & Painting
Lessons
ages 5 to adult

the art academy
651-699-1573
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Mauer and Fritz: 
Two class acts moving on

They announced their retirements at virtually the same 
time on the same day. In both cases, it had become 
fairly obvious earlier that this year would be their last. 

And in both cases, they stepped aside with the grace and low-
key approach that had been the hallmark of their tenure with 
their respective employers.

At first blush, Joe Mauer and Steve Fritz would seem to 
have little else in common. For one thing, they are decades 
apart in age. For another, one found himself in the spotlight 
six to eight months of the year, while the other one only 
seemed to pop up when the team he coached made it to 
nationals, or one of the teams he had supervision over did so. 

But if you look closer, you find these two had more in 
common than you might have thought.

Let’s start with Mauer. Villager readers have been seeing his 
name in print for two decades. He was a three-sport star at 
Cretin-Derham Hall, but when he decided baseball was the 
sport he wanted to concentrate on, he threw himself into it. 
He worked his way up the minor league chain and once he 
got to the major leagues, only two things seemed to slow him 
down—injuries and bad teams.

In his first season in the bigs—2004—a knee injury limited  
him to just 35 games. He came back healthier and better than 
ever to rattle off a string of excellent seasons, including three 
MLB batting titles in four years. That kind of success earned 
him an eight-year contract worth $23 million a year.

Mauer was 28 years old at the time. He was playing catcher, 
a position where the physical attrition was becoming greater 
every year.

Tim Tschida, a fellow CDH graduate, stood behind Mauer 
many times as a major league home plate umpire. “You have 
guys throwing the ball 100 mph, a batter gets a small piece of 
it and you have no chance to get out of the way,” Tschida once 
observed of the challenges home plate umpires face. After 
getting hit enough times, Tschida decided to simply hang it 
up and find another career.

Mauer, who is roughly 8 inches taller than Tschida, 
eventually did likewise and moved to first base. He did it 
without bemoaning his fate. Rather, he quietly honed his 
skills at the new position. As inevitably happens to all good 
baseball players, his batting numbers dipped slightly as he 
aged. Seeing that, the critics—believing they weren’t getting 
their money’s worth anymore—started howling. When asked 
about it, Mauer would demur and move on. It just wasn’t in 
his character to be a Jimmy Butler and fire back at his critics. 

GRAND SPECTACLE
764 Grand Ave • St. Paul • 651-227-8198

GrandSpectacle.com

We submit to most insurances including BCBS, Medica, HP, VSP and more.

At Grand Spectacle, Dr. Wellnitz does it all! You will receive a  
comprehensive evaluation of your eyes including in depth  
screenings for conditions like CATARACTS, and GLAUCOMA, 
along with a PERFECT PRESCRIPTION for your eyeglasses or 
contact lenses. We guarantee you will experience the best vision 
examination you have ever had. Why trust your eyes to just a  
technician with minimal training when you can have the best?

Who ExAmiNED YouR EYES?

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Dr. Mark Wellnitz

      This is my prayer: 
        that your love may increase ever more and more 
         with knowledge and full insight,
         to help you discern was is best.

Advent Evening Prayer
The Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Carondelet & Consociates 

invite you to join us this Advent for Holden Evening Prayer. 

Sunday, December 1, 9, 16, and 23 @ 4:30 PM
  

Our Lady of  the Presentation Chapel, 1884 Randolph Ave., St. Paul.                      
Light refreshments will follow.

~ Philippians 1:9-10, Second Sunday of Advent

By Brian Johnson

Two former girls’ high school 
hockey rivals are sharing the 
same bench this year now that the 

St. Paul Blades and Henry Sibley teams 
have joined forces as the Riveters. The 
newly merged team has 35 players—17 
from Sibley and 18 from the Blades, 
which includes students from all St. Paul 
public schools. 

The players enjoyed competing 
against each other when they were on 
opposing teams, said Sibley’s Allie Du-
ellman, who shares head coaching du-
ties for the Riveters with Tim Blase of 
the Blades. “When we played them, they 
were close games,” Duellman said. “Our 
girls were excited to play each other and 
were always within one or two goals. It 
was always a big game for us.” 

Duellman said the merger will create 
a more competitive team, while giving 
more girls the opportunity to play hock-
ey at the varsity and junior varsity levels. 
The cooperative team is a two-year ex-
periment for now, she said, with home 
games played at the West St. Paul Arena.

“At the end of those two years, we’ll 
evaluate where both programs are num-
bers-wise and make sure we do what’s 
best for the programs going forward,” 
Duellman said. 

Dwindling numbers were the impe-
tus for the merger. The Blades had to 
drop their junior varsity team last year 
because of declining participation, and 
Sibley lost 11 seniors to graduation, Du-
ellman said. 

Sibley and the Blades are not alone 
in losing players. Participation in girls’ 
hockey is down statewide, according 
to Duellman. One factor is that a lot of 
students are focusing on one sport year-
around. That is having an impact on 
hockey as well as other sports, she said. 

Still, Duellman said she is seeing a lot 
of interest in hockey among younger 
girls, so that bodes well for the future.  

Combined programs are nice in the 
sense that they bring school communi-
ties together, said coach Mark Johnson 
of St. Paul United, whose players come 
from St. Paul Academy and Visitation. 

Even so, the numbers are down in girls’ 
hockey and it “shows by all the mergers 
going on and the JV programs falling,” 
Johnson said. 

Sarma Ozmen, head coach of the 
team composed of players from the 
Minneapolis Public Schools, said merg-
ers will “hopefully slow down to a stable 
level and we can grow the girls’ game at 
the youngest levels and provide them 
with high school opportunities.” 

The Sibley-Blades merger brought an 
iconic image to Minnesota high school 
sports: the depiction of Rosie the Rivet-
er, who represented the women working 
in factories and shipyards during World 
War II. 

Here’s a look at the local girls’ hockey 
teams as they lace up for a new season:

cretin-derham hall
League: Suburban East
Last year’s record: 13-12-2
Coach: Brooke White-Lancette

Key players and their strengths:
• Emily King, senior forward. Was 

third on the team in scoring last season 
with 11 goals and six assists. 

• Makayla Lenz and Bri Willier, both 
seniors and both returning at forward. 

• Alexis Rojas-Westall and Ali Eiden 
(seniors), Cece Ziegler (junior) and Lily 
Barrett (sophomore), who will anchor 

the defense. 
• Kaelie Smith, a senior who takes 

over in goal for the Raiders. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: CDH has 
a deep team with 12 returning players. 
A strong freshman class will also have 
an impact. One concern is that the team 
lost last season’s top two scorers to grad-
uation. 

Outlook: The Raiders hope to be highly 
competitive in the tough Suburban East 
Conference. Rivals include Forest Lake, 
Mounds View and White Bear Lake. 
CDH expects to keep fans enthused 
with its “chemistry, speed and grittiness,” 
coach White-Lancette said. 

minneapolis
(Minneapolis Public Schools)

League: Metro West
Last year’s record: 10-16
Coach: Sarma Ozmen

Key players and their strengths:
• Erica Lieske, senior forward. Has 

speed and smarts. Was the team’s top 
scorer last year. 

• Lizzie Mewes, senior defender. Led 
the charge on defense last season. Is 
crafty and smart. 

• Julia Stevens, sophomore defender. 

wright call c24 girls’ hockey preview c24

Goalie Ellynor Haack of the Riveters fends off a shot by Minnehaha’s Hannah 
Schommer in a 5-1 loss to the Redhawks on November 13. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Girls’ hockey preview
St. Paul Blades, Sibley band together as Riveters
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No, unlike his critics, he understood that the only important 
judges of his performance were his manager—and himself.

A smart athlete knows his limitations and deals with them 
on his own terms. There were a few moments here and there, 
but for the lion’s share of his 15-year career Mauer stuck to 
the same script because it fit him like a glove.

Now the time had come to say goodbye. Never considered 
much of a showman, Mauer gave the public something to 
remember going out the door that last day at Target Field. 
Then he reverted to form, waited a quiet six weeks and made 
one last public appearance to announce his retirement from 
the game. 

It’s hard to stay in character when the public keeps wanting 
a piece of you. It’s hard to remain silent when the wolves 
are baying that you aren’t doing enough for your team. It 
sometimes requires nerves of steel to stay the course.

Had he put himself on the open market when he was in his 
prime, Mauer quite possibly could have earned more than the 
Twins paid him. But could you see him in New York, Boston 
or Los Angeles where every little thing you do and say, 
whether on or off the field, is subject to withering critique? It 
takes a certain type of person to know in advance he might 
not have what it takes to navigate such waters.

The debate can now commence as to whether Mauer merits 
entry into the Hall of Fame. His .306 lifetime batting average 
with 923 RBIs and 601 extra-base hits is pretty darn good no 
matter how you cut it. Perhaps even more impressive is that 
Mauer batted a respectable .282 for a noncontending team 
in his final season. Compare that to Hall of Famers Johnny 

Bench (.255), Cal Ripken (.239) and Willie Mays (.211). 

Fritz did it his way as well
It was announced last week that Phil Esten will take over 

for Steve Fritz in June as the athletic director at the University 
of St. Thomas. He’ll start at St. Thomas after the football 
season is over.

A former baseball player for the Tommies, Esten spent time 
in the athletic departments at the University of Minnesota, 
Ohio State and UC Berkeley before taking his current post 
as deputy director of athletics and chief operating officer for 
Penn State athletics. When he comes home to Minnesota, 
he’ll have some big shoes to fill—and not just because Fritz 
was a giant-size forward when he played basketball for St. 
Thomas in the ’60s and early ’70s.

Fritz has been on the St. Thomas campus for 52 years in 
a variety of roles, including 27 as athletic director. It’d be 
hard to find a more striking change in styles than when he 
took over as head basketball coach after Tom Feely retired. 
Feely was excitable and rarely sat still on the bench, while 
Fritz stood or sat quietly most of the time. When he did bark 
out an instruction, his players looked like alert terriers and 
attempted to do as instructed. Fritz didn’t gripe at officials 
for show. When he spoke to them, it was because he believed 
they’d missed a call. 

There were times when things just didn’t go well. One year 
under Fritz, the Tommies ran the board with a perfect 20-0 
record. They went into the playoffs and faced a Nebraska 
Wesleyan team that nobody knew much about. In what 
seemed like an instant, St. Thomas fell behind 12-4. Fritz 

looked at Bill McKee, his assistant coach.
“Got any ideas?” he asked.
McKee made a face and sighed, “Not a one.”
Fritz adjusted as best he could, but his team went down to 

defeat. 
In 1994, the Tommies were lesser-known and facing 

Greensboro in the section final. The Spartans had scored 
104 points in their semifinal win. The Greensboro coach 
implored his team to concentrate on defense because he knew 
the Tommies prided themselves on that as well. By halftime, 
St. Thomas led by 15 points.

“I told my players the Tommies were the best-coached 
team we’d see all year,” the Greensboro coach said. “They 
didn’t listen to me.” 

After several near-misses, Fritz finally got his national 
championship and then handed over the coaching reins to 
Johnny Tauer, who runs his program today in the same quiet, 
intense, dignified manner. 

Fritz understood that the St. Thomas teams were often 
everybody’s preseason target. He was fine with that as long 
as the coaches and players conducted themselves in a classy 
manner. When somebody stepped over the line, he stepped 
in and quietly handled the situation.

His final legacy may be still to come. Esten will 
undoubtedly face a situation that will require a Solomon-
like decision in the future. No matter what the situation is, 
one inevitable question will arise: “How would Steve have 
handled it?” 

There may not be a better way to compliment a coach.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Put in a lot of work during the summer. A sol-
id defender with good offensive skills as well. 

• Maddy Helmstetter, eighth-grade for-
ward. Has good hands and a knack for find-
ing the net. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minneapolis 
has good senior leadership and a promising 
group of underclassmen. However, the team 
has a lot of newcomers and there may be a 
steep learning curve. 

Outlook: Minneapolis opened the sea-
son with a 2-2 tie against St. Francis/North 
Branch. With a good mix of experience and 
young talent, coach Ozmen and her charges 
are excited for the season.  

minnehaha united
(Minnehaha, St. Agnes, DeLaSalle,  

Gentry Academy, Providence)
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 16-9-1
Coach: Dan Berthiaume

Key players and their strengths:
• Jodie Clay, senior defenseman. Led the 

United last year in goals (16) and assists (23). 
• Maddie Duca, senior defenseman. Was 

second on the team in scoring with 15 goals 
and seven assists.  

• Rebecca Skweres, sophomore goalie. Had 
a sparkling 1.65 goals-against average and a 
.898 save percentage as a freshman. 

• Leah Lyngen, senior defender. Returns to 
the ice after contributing six goals and five as-
sists in her junior year.  

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minnehaha has 
talented returning players on both offense 
and defense. The team lost six players to grad-
uation, however. 

Outlook: The cooperative Minnehaha Unit-
ed team got off to a roaring start this season 
with a 12-4 win over Waseca. 

st. paul/Sibley riveters
(St. Paul Public Schools, Henry Sibley)

League: Metro East
Last year’s record: 8-17 Sibley, 2-23 Blades
Coaches: Allie Duellman, Tim Blase

Key players and their strengths:
• Abby Ludwig, senior defender. A previous 

forward for Sibley who is moving to defense 
this year to fill in some gaps. 

• Emma Nagel, junior forward. Was one of 
Sibley’s leading scorers last season. 

• Gigi Gabrielli, senior forward. Paced the 
Blades in scoring with 14 goals and three as-
sists last winter. 

• Grace Dodge, senior forward. Was a big 
contributor for the Blades.

• Rose Reubish, senior center. Does a great 
job on both ends of the ice. 

Team strengths/weaknesses: The players are 
buying into the co-op, but have not played to-
gether at the high school level and may need 
some time to adjust. 

Outlook: The Riveters look to make strides 
this year. The power play has been produc-
tive and penalty killing should start to come 
around, Duellman said. Teams to beat include 
Simley, Minnehaha United and South St. Paul. 

st. paul united
(St. Paul Academy, Visitation)

League: Independent Metro Athletic
Last year’s record: 21-10
Coach: Mark Johnson

Key players and their strengths:
• Catherine Kerin, senior forward. Was sec-

ond in scoring last season with 10 goals and 
28 assists. 

• Jenna Hoops, junior forward. Scored 19 
goals in 2017-18, second most on the team. 
She also had 12 assists. 

• Sophia Hoppe and Kate Sabre (juniors), 
Seringa McHugh (senior) and Eleanor Wing-
es (sophomore) will anchor the defense. 

Team strengths/weaknesses:  St. Paul United 
is loaded on defense and goaltending. The 
team works hard on the ice and the players 
get along well. The team would like to take its 
goal-scoring to the next level.  

Outlook: After winning the state Class A 
consolation crown last year, St. Paul United 
look to make another strong run this season. 
The team lost a lot of offense with the gradu-
ation of Samantha Burke, but should still be a 
handful for any opponent. 

23b wright call
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Visitation swims away with sixth straight state Class A title
By Bill Wagner 

Not surprisingly, Visitation had the tal-
ent and depth to win its sixth straight 
state Class A swimming and diving 

championship on November 16 at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Aquatic Center. It was 
the 10th overall state title for the Blazers, who 
racked up 319.5 points to again best second-
place Hutchinson, which had 272. 

Visitation scored points in all 12 events. 
The Blazers got second-place finishes in the 
200 medley relay and 400 freestyle relay. They 
also got silver finishes from junior Kali Fisch-
er in the 200 individual medley (IM) and  
senior Maria Mattaini in the 500 freestyle.

Coach Nate Linscheid didn’t spare his 
praise when talking about his latest champi-
onship team. “That’s the highest point total 
we’ve ever had in a state meet,” he said. “This 
is probably the deepest team we’ve ever had. 
As far as comparing this team to other teams 
is concerned, this one is unique. We didn’t 
have an individual champion, but collectively 
we were able to get it done.”

Linscheid said the Blazers knew after the 
preliminaries that they were in a good posi-
tion to win. “We had a lot of our swimmers 
locked into the top eight,” he said. “We knew 
we were probably going to be OK, that it was 
about sheer numbers. Hutch swam really well, 

but it really didn’t have the numbers to do it.”
The Blazers had plenty of motivation head-

ing into the meet from Hutchinson, which 
has turned in valiant performances against 
Visitation in recent years. 

“We were expecting Hutch to be right on 
or tail and I think that pushed us that much 
harder,” Fischer said.

“Every time we go up against them, it brings 
out our best,” Linscheid added.

Visitation, which had 15 girls competing 
at state as individuals, won the title because it 

didn’t have any soft spots in its lineup.
The quartet of Kali Fischer, junior Elinor 

Glass, eighth-grader Lucy Berg and fresh-
man Libby Fischer took second in the 200-
yard medley with a time of 1:48.18. The 400 
free team of eighth-grader Ella Passe, junior 
Ava Hoffman, senior Sophie Kishish and Kali 
Fischer logged a runner-up time of 3:31.41 
The 200 free foursome of junior Frances  
Holmstadt, Hoffman, Glass and Kishish fin-
ished fourth at 1:38.13.

Along with Kali Fischer’s  and Mattaini’s 

silvers in the 200 IM and 500 free events, the 
Blazers had several bronze finishes, includ-
ing Kali Fischer in the 100 backstoke and  
Hoffman in the 50 free. 

Fourth-place finishers included Berg in the 
100 butterfly and Kishish in the 500 free. In 
fifth were Berg in the 200 IM and junior Mary 
Burke in the 500 free. Kishish was sixth in the 
200 free. Taking seventh were Burke in the 
200 IM, sophomore Sophia Mattaini in the 
100 butterfly and Hoffman in the 100 free. 

Visitation is not typically known for its div-
ing prowess, but this year was an exception 
as senior Bella Maschia took eighth in that 
event. “That was a real accomplishment given 
the level of competition there,” Linscheid said.

The Blazers powered their way into state 
by logging 680 points in the Section 4A tour-
nament. That included first-place finishes 
by Kali Fischer in the 200 IM and 100 back-
stroke, and Kishish in the 200 and 500 frees. 

Maria Mattaini went into state in the midst 
of a great comeback season. She was the state 
titlist in the 500 free her sophomore year, but 
had an injury-plagued junior season. 

In what proved to be prophetic words, Lin-
scheid pronounced his club ready for the big 
time prior to the start of the state meet.

“We’re healthy and I think we’re ready to 
go,” he said. “We know what our tradition is. 
We should have a good state meet.”

Visitation scored points in all 12 events at this year’s state meet. Shown is Lucy Berg 
competing in the final of the 200-yard individual medley. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Classifieds
IT’S QUITE HARD TO FIND A 
PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE 
THESE DAYS! Advertise gift 
ideas from ice skates to home 
decor, gift certificates for spa 
services, favorite restaurants, 
retail stores and much more 
under the HOLIDAY GIFTS spe-
cial category of the VILLAGER! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

*HANDMADE SIGNS*
Custom Signs made to order for 
holiday gifts, businesses, sales, 
weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details, text 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.
com

*PERSONALIZED TEXTILES*
Custom designed, small run, 
t-shirts, hoodies, tank-tops, blan-
kets, pillowcases, canvas etc. for 
holiday gifts or any occasion you 
are promoting. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUES
’TIS ALMOST THE SEASON TO 
BE JOLLY! Are you planning a 
holiday boutique, bazaar, craft 
sale or special holiday event? 
Advertise in the VILLAGER! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information available at 

www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 
5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 

10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 
All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: December 5           Deadline: November 28 

HOLIDAY SERVICES
CITY SIDEWALKS,  BUSY 
SIDEWALKS DRESSED IN 
HOLIDAY STYLE... Holiday ser-
vices, catering, entertainment, 
seasonal planters, decorating, 
tree lighting? Advertise your 
holiday business in the 
VILLAGER! Call 651-699-1462 
or email WantAds@MyVillager.
com

SPECIAL EVENT
HOLIDAY BOOK: “Celebrating in 
the Neutral Zone: A Holiday 
Survival Guide for Families of 
Divorce,” by R. Lundell. Available 
on Amazon for $8.99.

for sale
NEED EXTRA HOLIDAY CASH? 
Sell your stuff here! Call 651-
699-1462 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% 
oak, 2-year seasoned; stacked 
solid 4’x8’x16”, $145, unless big-
ger quantity. Call Mark, 320- 
980-1637.

*ANTIQUE PEDESTAL TABLE*
Early 1900s round, oak (45 inch 
diameter) with 3 leaves. Beautiful 
condition. $400. 763-786-5296.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

wanted to buy
BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, ad-
vertising, beer memorabilia and 
more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 612-
729-3110. 

TOP DOLLAR! Old furniture, jew-
elry, old records, advertising and 
more. 651-387-8780.

home improvement  
C O R B E T T  PA I N T I N G  L L C . 
Experience in interior/exterior, 
wood finishes, wall repair, and 
wall paper removal. References 
available. Not willing to cut cor-
ners. Call or text 651-246-7980. 

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. Local references. 
License #RR155317. Insured. 
Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. Since 1982. Small 
painting jobs, wallpaper removal. 
612-202-5514.

PROFESS IONAL  INTER IOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING,  CEIL ING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING.  ED,  651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

home improvement
*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*

Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, proficient. 
Free estimates. “Building Brocks”, 
651-285-3237.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky 
faucets to new additions. I can 
save you money on electrical and 
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. 
Free estimates. 651-246-2869; 
www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; 
good references. 651-207-2249 c. 
stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

C A R P E N T R Y / S H E E T R O C K . 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Profess ional .  Reasonable . 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Attention 
to detail. Call Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

home improvement
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and col-
umn bases replicated plus other 
woodturning and woodworking. 
612-940-7591 or theturningpoint 
woodworks.com

GREAT GARAGE Door. Great 
prices, FREE estimates. Same day 
service since 1985. 651-486-0000.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free 
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izing in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consultation. 
651-257-4706; www.youngcastle 
bathrooms.com

LANDEEN DRYWALL and plaster 
repair. Finishing and specialized 
spraying. Dennis, 952-220-1233.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

E V E R Y T H I N G  D R Y W A L L . 
Sheetrock, plaster, textures, skim 
coating and painting. Insured. 
David, 612-554-3028.

home serviceS   
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

Continued page 26

Business a little flabby?
Try our Health & Fitness issue.
( Imagine what over 106,000 readers might do to pump up your sales.)

Villager readers are very health-conscious. Hence the popularity of the 
Villager’s upcoming Health and Fitness issue. Of our over 106,000 readers, 
41% plan to purchase health club memberships and/or exercise classes in the 
coming months.* Having to handle so many customers might just help get your 
business in shape, too. *2017 audit conducted by the Circualtion Verification Council

UPCOMING
HEALTH & FITNESS SECTION:

December 19 
Reserve by: December 13

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, 
Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, 
Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West 
End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods 
of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, 
Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

77% of Villager readers*

enjoy a night on the town 
found in the Villager.

757 Snelling Avenue South | Saint Paul  55116 | 651.699.1462 | MyVillager.com

*2018 audit conducted by the Circulation Verification Council

 

 
www.cvcaudit.com
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Service Directory
home serviceS   

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced. 
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul 
business since 2004. A-Plus rat-
ing with the Minnesota Better 
Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured. 
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.
com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates, 651- 
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured. 
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop 
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling: 
Basements to Chimneys. 20% 
Senior Discount. BBB Listed, also 
Angie’s List. Free estimates. Jeff, 
651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for 
your peace of mind. Call us today. 
Free estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry. 

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All 
general repairs, large and small 
projects; low rates; quality work. 
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CHAIRS RE-GLUED*
by Cilek, 651-699-4022.

LANDMARK TILE & Stone. 
Certified Tile Installer and 
Member of the National Tile 
Contractors Association. Free 
Estimates. Insured. Contact Tim, 
651-260-9325 or tim@landmark 
tradesmn.com

HOME HANDYMAN. Retired 
teacher. House repairs, carpentry, 
tiling, painting, flooring. Prompt, 
reliable, reasonable rates. Dan, 
612-388-3946.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping ser-
vices. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References. phminc@
f ront ie rnet .ne t  o r  www.
MurphysLawnAndLandscape.com

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE
THE BEST Residential Snow 
Removal Services. Seasonal con-
tracts starting as low as $210/
m o n t h .  B l u h m  B r o t h e r s 
Landscaping. 651-227-2584 or 
www.BluhmBrothers.com

*ALLEY PLOWING*
Best prices. Reliable. Tim, 651- 
690-1284.

SNOW/LAWN SERVICE. Sidewalks, 
driveways. Roof tops/ice removal. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS.  I  can 
help you install. Horticulture 
Degree, U of MN. Certified 
Nursery/Landscape Professional. 
Living Space Landscapes. Scott 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; www.
LandscapesByScott.com

CNT SNOW REMOVAL and Lawn 
Care. Hedge trimming. Highland 
resident. Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SNOW SHOVELING. Holiday/
Vacation rates. Snelling-Grand 
area. Jim, 612-202-5514.

LEAF & SNOW Removal. Highland 
Park. Reasonable rates. Marv, 651-
699-6472.

GUTTER CLEANING, FALL YARD 
CLEANUP & SNOW REMOVAL! 
Stay safe and off of your roof, 
let me do the work for you! 
True Clean Gutters LLC is fully 
insured, affordable, hardwork-
ing with GREAT results! 612- 
223-4137 for a free estimate. 
www.TrueCleanGutters.com

HOUSE SITTING
ARE YOU A HOUSE SITTER 
CATERING TO SNOWBIRDS? 
Advertise yourself before 
they all fly south for the win-
ter! Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com to 
place your economically 
priced classified ad today!

housecleaning

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651- 
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651- 
253-5561.

MB’s  CLEANING SERVICE , 
toxic free, Feng Shui, organiz-
ing, 20 years’ experience. 651- 
225-1960; www.mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and 
honest. Call/Text: Maria, 651- 
245-9027.

Continued

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

                                                  
Don Rhoades Electric                                                  

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
39 years exp. -  free estimates
 612-386-7366 lic# EA000530

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

Over 35 years experience

 651-341-8728 Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Highland Electric
Since 1965

651-690-1551
www.highland-electric.com

Residential/Commercial/Industrial
   Licensed • Bonded • Insured      Lic.# EA005943

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N
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Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting
612.850.0325
greg@chileen.com

ChileenPainting.com

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration • Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Licensed • Bonded • Insured      Lic. #RR155317 ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing
651-690-3956

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

A special greeting at �anksgiving time to express to you our sincere
 appreciation f	 your confidence and loyalty.  
   We are deeply thankful and extend to you our best wishes
     f	 a happy and healthy �anksgiving Day.

A special greeting at �anksgiving time to express to you our sincere
 appreciation f	 your confidence and loyalty.
   We are deeply thankful and extend to you our best wishes
     f	 a happy and healthy �anksgiving Day.
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Service Directory
home/health provider

IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

sewing/tailoring

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South 
C leve land .  651 -698 -6117 . 
HighlandTailors.com

HELP WANTED
MOHS TAX Service at 1771 Ford 
Parkway is hiring office workers 
and tax preparers. Please fax re-
sume to 651-699-8638.

WE WANT YOU! At Home 
Apartments is hiring Maintenance 
Technicians. Full or Part Time. 
Maintenance experience not re-
quired. Great benefits: medical/
dental/vision, retirement savings, 
PTO and more. Contact Garth 
Mann at 651-209-8317 for more 
information.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of 
the law. Equal housing opportu-
nity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM 
Apartment Homes available in 
the Highland Park and Crocus 
Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111 
today for rental information on 
several communities profession-
ally managed by Mid Continent 
Management Corp. 

GRAND AVENUE. 1860. Charming 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, $1695 plus 
heat/electric. No smoking, no 
pets. 651-699-8900.

1 BEDROOM + DEN/$1050. 
Charming, updated garden view 
apartment in Crocus Hill. Great 
location at Grand & Dale and 
amazing value! Well-maintained, 
classic, turn of the century 
building. Approximately 900 
sq. ft., exposed brick. Secured, 
quiet building, Non-smoking. 
No pets. Direct inquiries to: 
Apartmentsatmbca@gmail.com

WILDER PARK Association. Rarely 
available deluxe 2 bedroom, 2 
bath, 1300 plus square foot condo. 
Includes in-unit laundry, one en-
closed parking space. Tenant pays 
utilities. Quiet, 55 plus commu-
nity located in the heart of Mac-
Groveland.   Background check 
and security deposit required. 
No smoking/pets. $1250/month. 
Available now. 651-675-9512.

1331 LINCOLN AVENUE. 3 bed-
room, 1 bath, upper duplex. 
$2100. Built-ins, den, sunroom, 
eat-in kitchen, formal dining 
room, balcony, laundry, garage. 
651-285-3034.

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third 
floor in elegant home. Separate 
entrance. 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
$1550 includes utilities. Craigslist 
6735841443. 651-227-3916.

for rent commercial

GRAND AVENUE. Prime 1 and 2+ 
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. 
Adjacent shops and parking. From 
$350. Contact Sue @ 612- 
824-7000, extension 32.

VACATION/TRAVEL
AHHH—THE ICY COLD OF 
MINNESOTA WINTER  IS 
APPROACHING! Advertise 
your sandy beach, rolling surf, 
palm trees and swimming 
pool rental properties in 
Villager Classifieds so readers 
can plan their winter vaca-
tions with you! Call 651- 
699-1462 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

housecleaning
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience. 
References. Anna, 612-261-9835.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
HODGES CLEANING Company. 
651-587-9461. hodgescleaning@
gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
MOBILE EMERGENCIES: JUMP 
START, FLAT TIRE, OUT OF GAS 
and more. Excellent rates. Fast 
Service. Locally owned. 651- 
242-7914. www.fixnagogo.com

BEAUTY PRODUCTS
MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

computer/internet  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On 
site, free pickup, delivery, trouble-
shooting, upgrades, virus spyware 
removal, networking wired and 
wireless, installation. Great rates. 
10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full ser-
vice Mac and PC. Computer 
Fixx, Highland. 651-207-8276. 
474 Hamline.

office/PROOFREADING

W R I T E  AWAY  C R E AT I V E . 
Transcription/Typing/Copy Editing. 
Legal, academic, memoirs, re-
sumes. 651-690-4779.

PHOTOGRAPHY
SAY CHEESE! Cozy family por-
traits for festive Holiday 
Cards, Weddings, Anniversary, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Advertise in 
the Villager to snap up your 
next client. 651-699-1462 or 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN, 
development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, in-
vitations, newsletters, catalogs, 
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable 
and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
Text 612-860-5137 or vis it 
VelvetElvis.com

CATERING/CHEF
HOLIDAY PARTIES, FAMILY 
DINNERS       ,  CORPORATE        
LUNCHES  AND SPECIAL 
EVENTS!  DO YOU HAVE 
CULINARY SKILLS? Now is the 
perfect time to advertise your 
talent! Place an inexpensive 
classified ad and watch the 
dough roll in! Call 651- 
699-1462 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

music instruction

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy 
home. Also jazz/blues. Trish, 651-
387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? 
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger, 
651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered 
piano tuner/technician. See web-
site for coupon. 651-644-3111.

PET CARE/SERVICES

RIVER BIRCH Bark Dog Services. 
Training, Behavior, Consulting. 
651-605-5804. RiverBirchBark.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373
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Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Like us on 

at TheVillagerMN
& join the conversation.

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

METRO-WIDE
FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/Papering
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP
We service most makes and sell NEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

SNOW 
PLOWING &
SHOVELINg
Tree & Stump

Removal

WDS
Landscaping

651-291-1287
wds-landscaping.com

Call NOW to Reserve
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cbburnet.com Making Making 

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miKE & tom DiStAD
612-275-1343

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SuE JoHnSon
651-329-1264

SArAH KinnEY
651-282-9621

SHAWn LEEtZ
651-373-8984

KAtHrYn KEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

mArY mcnAnEY
KnuDSEn

651-690-8578

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

riCHArD bErGEr
651-282-9649

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

SuE niCHoLS
651-491-0882

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

KriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

ElEgant ramsEy hill
2 lvls of iconic turret & treehouse views. 2900SF, 
3BR/3BA. 10ft ceilings, HW floors, formal DR, 
sitting rm w/stained glass, real FP in LR, tur-
ret alcove, porch, recent kitchen, 
rear deck. Vaulted atrium, skylights. 
Huge master suite w/ turret alcove, 
new BA, sitting area & loft solarium.  
pwgleeson@cbburnet.com

PAulA W. Gleeson 
651-329-0069 • $524,500

Park towErs!
This luxurious 23rd floor condo features 2/BR, 
3/BA, bright sunny open spaces with deluxe 
accoutrements, panoramic views and heated 
parking. Located in the historic 
Rice Park neighborhood with a 
short walk to the Ordway and 
Xcel. 59 4th Street #23E.

sArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $670,000

stunning 3rd Floor Condo!
This  delightful  2BR/2BA condo, in the 
historic Horace Rugg house, is open and 
airy with huge windows and fabulous views, 
a balcony, a 1 car garage and 
a building elevator.  This is a 
charming treetop retreat with 
all the amenities.  Must see.

sArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $430,000

ClassiC st. Paul Condo!
Open and airy, sunny and bright. This 
2BR, 3BA condo features spacious 
rooms, hdwd floors, a 4 season sun room, 
butler’s pantry, fireplace and 
fabulous built-ins. Great loca-
tion, close to everything. 56 
Arundel Street.

sArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $360,000

homE oF Frank B. kEllogg!
This stately Crocus Hill home features 9,000 
sq ft, breathtaking interiors, inlaid and pegged 
floors, a ½ acre lot with reflecting pool and a 
carriage house.  This was an ASID 
showcase home in 2004 and is 
a designated National Historic 
Landmark. 633 Fairmount Ave.

sArAH Kinney 
651-282-9621 • $2,295,000

ExCEPtional!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq. 
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed for 
comfortable everyday living 
as well. 5 fireplaces, 9 BA’s, 
and an 8 car heated garage.  
          Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $3,999,000

grEat rivEr viEw!
1111 Sibley Memorial Highway #1C is 
a large 1050 square foot 1-bedroom, 
1-bath main floor condo with fantastic 
river views. Clean, with fresh 
paint make this easy to move 
in to. Nearby parking space 
means no steps at all! 

 riCHArd BerGer 
612-710-9502 • $164,999

on PlEasant lakE in north oaks!    
Stunning contemporary home on the 
island of North Oaks with 200’ of lake 
shore! Gourmet kitchen and luxurious 
main floor master suite has 
it all. Fabulous entertaining 
spaces both inside and out!
www.NorthOaksIsland.com    

KristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,490,000

main Floor living townhomE!    
Spacious townhome in The Summits of North Oaks. 
This property features an open floor plan that includes 
maple hrdwd flooring, custom cabinetry, fireplace, 
and main flr deck. Master suite has 
a large closet and private master 
bath with separate tub and shower.
www.TownhomeCharmer.com

KristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $525,000

two story BriCk Colonial!    
Home features custom patterned hardwood 
floors, curved staircase, a wonderful mix of natu-
ral and enameled woodwork. Grand entertaining 
spaces. Brick paver driveway & 
heated garage. Newer windows 
throughout. Finished lower level.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

KristA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,175,000

Can’t Find it in highland?  
Across the Ford Bridge you will find 5123 
42nd Ave. So. - great starter with fabulous eat 
-in  kitchen, new windows, private fenced yard 
and gleaming wood floors.  Two 
bedrooms one bath - just move 
in - convenient to everything!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $214,900

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $589,900
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $589,900

2001 Custom Built two-story!  
Stunning four bedroom, four bath in the heart 
of Mendota Heights. Updated kitchen with 
granite, walk in pantry and stainless steel 
appliances. Wonderful entertaining and family 
spaces. Unbelievable backyard oasis! 

1266 ClEvEland
Welcome Home to this well maintained Highland 
Park rambler! Featuring 4BR’s, 2 BA’s & 2+ gar. 
This home has many updates including newer  
windows, furnace, A/C, W/H &
kitch appls! Convenient location
for walking to the River or restau-
rants/shops in the Village!  

    morAGHAn derosiA
  952-486-3697 • $289,900

wElComE homE to 1347 whEElEr strEEt s!
This two-story home features, original wood-
work, three bedrooms on one level, wood 
burning fireplace and main floor den/family 
room. Situated on a corner double lot,
this is a unique private setting in
convenient Highland Park location.
Newer mechanicals and roof.  

    morAGHAn derosiA
  952-486-3697 • $315,000

445 viEw    
Great west 7th location walking distance to 
Palace Rec Center.  Rare 4 bedroom, 2 full 
bath two story.  The home features updated 
windows, new stucco and 
newer roof. 

 
miKe & tom distAd 

612-275-1343 • $209,900

1842 BErkElEy avEnuE 
3BD, 2BA 2-story that is expertly maintained. Hrdwd 
floors, gas fireplace, large backyard w/brick patio, 
2GA, eat-in kitchen, and sunroom! Let your imagina-
tion shape the LL into a family room. 
Nearby shops, restaurants, and more 
just out your front door! *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $429,900

historiC ElEganCE!  
Brimming with character & timeless appeal, this 
majestic 7-bedroom, 6-bath English Tudor boasts 
gleaming hardwood, sleek updated kitchen, 2 fire-
places, sparkling sunrooms. Upper 
level suite, private 2/3 acre oasis! 
952 Summit Avenue. *click on www.
teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $1,225,000

ClassiC aPPEal, uPdatEd BEauty!    
Enticing up/down duplex on prestigious Summit 
Avenue! Each unit features 4-bedrooms, 2-baths, 
office, lovely hardwood floors and living room with 
fireplace. Idyllic back yard with deck, 
Pergola, patio. 3-car garage. 1920 
Summit Ave. *click on www.teame-
delstein.com

tom edelstein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $775,000 
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homE For thE holidays!
You’ll fall in love at the front porch! This rare 
Summit Hill beauty features amazing enter-
taining spaces with original woodwork built-
in buffet and more! Spacious 
kitchen, 4+bedrooms, third 
level finished!   928 Linwood. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri

651-329-1264 • $539,900

1889 stanFord avEnuE
Classic two-story features newly refinished hard-
wood floors, freshly painted walls, large living room 
with wood burning fireplace. Spacious formal dining 
room and updated kitchen. Amazing 
screened front porch, upper back 
deck and fully fenced back yard! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri

651-329-1264 • $373,000


