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There were plenty of opening day smiles as the Highland Park Little League 
kicked o�  its season on May 4 with a parade through Highland Village followed 
by ceremonies at the Ford Fields on Montreal and Cleveland avenues. Pictured 
giving teammate Sam Gowan a ride is Carl Knetsch.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Ford on the verge
of seeking o� ers
for 135-acre plant

By Jane McClure

Ford Motor Company is expected to 
make an announcement as early as 
this week regarding the issuance of a 

request for proposals from prospective de-
velopers for its 135-acre assembly plant in 
Highland Park. 

St. Paul City Council member Pat Har-
ris confirmed that fact at the Highland 
District Council’s meeting on May 1. Ac-
cording to him, Ford’s process for selecting 
a developer needs to be watched closely by 
the city and the neighborhood. “This is a 
major decision for Ford; this is a major de-
cision for the neighborhood,” Harris said.

The request for proposals would be 
structured as a purchase option because of 
all the issues that must be resolved before 
the site is redeveloped, according to Ford 
Land marketing and communications 
manager Stefanie Denby. 

The closing date of the assembly plant 
has yet to be negotiated with the United 
Auto Workers, but it will not be before 
2009, according to Denby. Once the plant 
is closed, more extensive environmental 
testing can begin and any pollution that is 
found can be cleaned up.

Ford Land, the automaker’s real estate 
subsidiary, notified St. Paul city officials last 
week that the 13 acres of riverside property 
just south of the hydroelectric plant and 

FORD PLANT SALE 3

By Jane McClure

Restoring $70 million in state funding before the 
Minnesota Legislature adjourns on May 19 is 
not the only twist in the track for the proposed 

Central Corridor light-rail transit project. A dispute has 
arisen among members of the Central Corridor Man-
agement Committee over how to run the train through 
the University of Minnesota’s East Bank campus.

In February, the Metropolitan Council dropped plans 
for a tunnel beneath a portion of the East Bank campus 
in favor of an at-grade alignment that would close sev-
eral blocks of Washington Avenue to automobile traffic. 
At the time, the Met Council and the Central Corridor 
Management Committee agreed that the U of M could 
continue to study an alternative alignment for the light-
rail line that would loop around the north edge of the 
university’s athletic facilities and pass through Dinky-
town before crossing the Mississippi River via a railroad 
bridge upriver from the Washington Avenue bridge.

At a tense meeting on April 30, the Central Corridor 
Management Committee debated the so-called north-
ern alignment and what effect further studies of that op-
tion would have on the application for federal funding 
for the light-rail line. Local officials are hoping the fed-
eral government will pay half of the Central Corridor’s 
$909.1 million construction costs.

The management committee, which is made up of 
local elected officials, state transportation officials and 

Dual-track study or 
unwarranted delay
Light-rail planners 
debate U alignment 

CENTRAL CORRIDOR 2

By Jane McClure

Corporate o�  cers at Anytime Fitness 
have some heavy li� ing to do if they 
want their two St. Paul clubs to be able 

to provide the same 24-hour service o� ered 
at their 798 other workout facilities across the 
United States. � ey need to move at least four 

members of the seven-member St. Paul City 
Council—a council majority that to date has 
been reluctant to amend an ordinance requir-
ing all health clubs in the city to be sta� ed at all 
times by at least one employee trained in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

The proposed amendment has pitted Mayor 
Chris Coleman and the St. Paul Area Cham-
ber of Commerce against Ward 2 City Council 
member Dave Thune, who believes the 16-year-
old requirement is the key to keeping the city 
free of health clubs and massage parlors that are 
actually fronts for prostitution.

“I wouldn’t want to do anything that would 

open us up to the problems we faced 20 and 30 
years ago,” Thune said.

Since the amendment was first proposed this 
spring, Thune said he has received many calls 
from citizens reminding him of the havoc store-
front prostitution caused prior to the adoption 
of the requirement in 1992. Thune did not need 
a reminder. As a member of the West 7th/Fort 
Road Federation in the 1980s, he worked to 
drive out such operations.

“I just don’t see the political will to change 
this,” Thune said. “What’s to stop someone who 

Fit to be tried? City debates no-frills health clubs 

24-HOUR FITNESS CENTERS 2

Opponents fear 24-hour
centers will open the door 
to massage parlors of old

Deltric Robertson works out at the 
Sibley Plaza Anytime Fitness.



page �	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, may 7, 2008

wants to operate a sex business from bringing 
in an exercise bike and a treadmill and calling 
their place a fitness club?”

City Council president Kathy Lantry is con-
cerned that removing the requirement could 
jeopardize the health of health club members. 
“What happens if they have a heart attack 
on the treadmill and no one is there to help 
them?” she asked.

“I think there’s a way to allow these clubs 
to operate while addressing the concerns of 
the community,” said Coleman, who lived in  
Frogtown in the 1980s and served as president 
of the Thomas-Dale Community Council in 
the waning days of storefront prostitution in 
that neighborhood.

The push to change the ordinance began 
after city inspectors discovered the two Any-
time Fitnesses in St. Paul to be open without 
CPR-trained staff on the premises. An admin-
istrative law judge recommended on April 18 
that the clubs on West 7th Street and White 
Bear Avenue be fined $500 each. The St. Paul 
City Council is expected to vote on whether 
to impose the fines at its meeting on May 21. 

Anytime Fitness representatives said at the 
April 18 hearing that its staff members are 
available to members by phone around the 
clock. The St. Paul clubs also have security 
cameras that monitor the premises at all times 
and panic buttons that offer members quick 
access to emergency care. 

According to Mark Daly, national media di-
rector for Anytime Fitness, St. Paul is the only 
city in the U.S. with the 24-hour staffing regu-
lation. Bill Rodriguez, vice president of mar-
keting for Snap Fitness, a Chanhassen-based 
corporation that has 130 clubs in Minnesota 
and more than 700 nationwide, concurred.

“We’re hopeful that we can come to some 
kind of resolution and allow our clubs to op-
erate in St. Paul as they do in other cities,” Daly 
said. Anytime has 100 clubs in Minnesota, and 
it would like to open other clubs in St. Paul, 
Daly said, but until the staffing requirement is 

changed the economics don’t work.
Snap Fitness is also interested in entering 

the St. Paul market. One Snap franchisee has 
the rights to open three locations in the city, 
but that isn’t likely if the regulations do not 
change, according to Rodriguez. “We won’t 
go into St. Paul unless there’s a reasonable way 
for us to operate,” he said.

Members of Anytime and Snap use elec-
tronic devices to let themselves into the clubs. 
The facilities are equipped with free weights, 
weightlifting apparatuses, cardio workout 
equipment and private restrooms with show-
ers. New members are offered a free personal 

fitness orientation and recommended exer-
cise program. Tanning and personal training 
services are also available at many clubs.

According to Daly, Anytime Fitness clubs 
have been welcomed by their retail neigh-
bors as safe, clean, well-lit establishments that 
draw more customers to an area. “You’re safer 
working out in one of our clubs than you are 
working out at your own home,” he said.

“We obviously think St. Paul is a terrific 
market for our clubs,” Rodriguez said. “It 
has great neighborhoods and business areas 
where we should be welcomed.”

Daly and Rodriguez are aware of the his-

tory of storefront prostitution in St. Paul, but 
said their clubs should not be cast in the same 
light. “These are very straightforward busi-
nesses,” Rodriguez said.

All other fitness clubs in St. Paul are staffed 
at all times with CPR-certified personnel. 
However, Life Time Fitness in Highland Park 
is the only club in the city that is currently 
open 24 hours day. Bally Fitness at 1166 Uni-
versity Ave. is open daily from 5:00 a.m. to 
midnight.

Minneapolis and Mendota Heights have fit-
ness clubs that operate 24 hours a day without 
trained staff around the clock. A partial sur-
vey of those clubs indicates that they haven’t 
experienced the kind of problems feared by 
St. Paul officials.

“All of the feedback we’ve had has been 
good,” said Mendota Heights city administra-
tor Jim Danielson about the Anytime Fitness 
at Dodd Road and Highway 110.

Coleman and his staff in the city’s Depart-
ment of Safety and Inspections (DSI) have 
explored a range of alternative health club 
regulations, from requiring better surveil-
lance systems to requiring staff on premises a 
minimum of eight hours a day to offering free 
CPR classes to fitness club members. How-
ever, as of last week only Ward 3 City Council 
member Pat Harris was in support of allow-
ing health clubs to operate at times without 
trained staff on hand.

“I have constituents who use these clubs 
and want to be able to use them on a 24-hour 
basis,” Harris said. He believes an ordinance 
can be crafted that will allow such clubs to 
operate while protecting neighborhoods and 
club members.

“If there are problems, we can shut a busi-
ness down,” said DSI director Bob Kessler, who 
was the director of licensing in 1992 when the 
CPR requirement was adopted. Though the 
health club staffing ordinance was a factor in 
ridding the city of illicit businesses, Kessler 
and Coleman said, a change in state nuisance 
laws also helped.
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representatives of the U of M, will meet again 
on May 21. By then they hope to have more 
complete information on ridership, travel 
time and construction costs for the two alter-
native alignments.

“We believe the northern alignment is a 
worthy alternative,” said U of M vice president 
Kathleen O’Brien. Preliminary estimates in-
dicate that it would save about $15 million in 
construction costs and perhaps several times 
that much in mitigation costs to address the 
problems that would arise from running the 
trains at-grade on Washington Avenue and 
diverting the 25,000 vehicles that currently 
travel on it each day. 

The northern alignment is not a new plan, 
O’Brien noted. It was considered as long ago 
as 2001 when the U of M’s Board of Regents 
passed a resolution recommending the north-
ern alignment if the tunnel beneath Washing-
ton Avenue could not be built. The tunnel was 
scrapped in February to trim $147 million in 
light-rail construction costs.

However, Central Corridor project director 
Mark Fuhrman cited several problems with 
the northern alignment, including the diffi-

culties of obtaining railroad right-of-way and 
the possibility of having to replace the railroad 
bridge over the Mississippi.

If construction of the 11-mile transit route 
between the downtowns of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul is to begin in 2010 as planned, the Met 
Council must sign off on the project and for-
ward it to the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) by early September.

Project planners would need a “very com-
pelling reason” to shift from Washington Av-
enue to the northern alignment, according to 
Met Council chair Peter Bell. The additional 
preliminary engineering it may require could 
delay the project for at least a year, he noted, 
thereby adding $40 million in inflationary 
costs.

“Delay is our enemy,” agreed Hennepin 
County Commissioner Peter McLaughlin. 
For the line-rail line, he added, it is “a lethal 
moment.”

St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman said that he 
too is concerned about anything that would 
“delay or threaten the future of this project.”

“I’m not going to support anything that 
delays the project,” said Minneapolis Mayor 
R.T. Rybak. He pushed for an objective ex-
amination of both alignments and for greater 

cooperation between the Met Council and U 
of M. 

According to Bell, the Met Council and the 
U have been working together on the north-
ern alignment study, so much so that it may 
be taking too much time away from the rest of 
the Central Corridor project.

What roiled members of the Corridor 
Management Committee is the U of M’s 
high-profile lobbying for the northern align-
ment, which included meetings with Min-
nesota’s congressional delegation. In March, 
U of M officials sent the FTA a 23-page legal 
memorandum claiming that the Met Council 
forced the university to support the at-grade 
alignment on Washington Avenue. The let-
ter, signed by U of M general counsel Mark 
Rotenberg, stated that the university has not 
modified its opposition to the at-grade align-
ment.

U of M officials are concerned about costs 
related to the light-rail line not covered in 
the $909.1 million project budget. The bud-
get includes $39 million for mitigating any 
traffic problems that arise from running the 
train through the two downtowns and down 
the middle of University and Washington av-
enues. University Avenue businesses that are 

likely to lose on-street parking to the light-rail 
line are eyeing the mitigation budget, as is the 
St. Paul Fire Department, which has three fire 
stations along the route that could be affected 
by the light-rail line.

When the light-rail plans were approved 
on February 27, it was with the understand-
ing that any money left over from the miti-
gation budget would be used to build one of 
the three additional stations being sought on 
University Avenue between Victoria Street 
and Western Avenue. However, members of 
the Central Corridor Management Commit-
tee have since indicated that $39 million may 
not be enough to meet the U of M’s mitigation 
needs if the tracks are laid at-grade on Wash-
ington Avenue.

State legislators and Governor Tim Pawlen-
ty have been following the debate over the 
northern alignment as they consider ways to 
restore the $70 million allocation for the Cen-
tral Corridor that Pawlenty vetoed in the 2008 
bonding bill. Pawlenty has said he is amenable 
to providing that funding if several conditions 
are met, including a resolution of the dispute 
over the U of M alignment.

�b central corridor

�b 24-hour fitness centers

Personal trainer Peter Everett spots for Deltric Robertson as the Highland Park man 
works out on the free weights at Anytime Fitness in Sibley Plaza.  Photos by Brad Stauffer
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Prairie by the River
2116 Fairmount Ave.: Stunning 3+ 
BR, 2 bath, 2,400 sq. ft. Prairie Style 
home. Newer kitchen w/eat-in nook, 
fabulous new bath, 2 huge sunrooms 
(4th BR). Great architecture.

651 485-0104 $469,900

Premier Address
2219 St. Clair: You'll love this gra-
cious remodel w/5 BRs, 4 baths & 
3,400 sq. ft. Luxurious master suite, 
state-of-the-art kitchen/FR, more. 
SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $875,000

Great Home & Location
1390 Sheldon: 2-BR, 2-bath 1½-
story w/woodburning FP, sunroom, 
back porch, hdwds., new windows, 
fin. LL, UL easy to make into 3rd BR 
w/sitting area. SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $229,900

Bungalow by the Lakes
Staged and sold by Sarah in less 
than a week! SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104

Charming Tudor
1279 Jefferson: Unique 2+ BR Mac-
Groveland home offers 1930s charm 
with many recent updates for today's 
family. Main floor den with bath could 
be 3rd BR. Call today!

651 225-3909 $292,000

Kenwood Parkway
The ultimate Crocus Hill address! 
6-BR, 6-bath English manor exudes 
excellence & style from its red granite 
wall and marble pathway to its library 
& glorious kit. w/FP. Superb!

651 225-3903 $1,599,000

Idyllic Sunfish w/new
lavish, million-dollar renovation of a 
"Martha Stewart" style farmhouse on 
2.47 acres. Family-friendly spaces, 
5 BR on 2nd floor, 3 family rooms, 
spectacular kitchen & 3-car gar.

651 225-3903 $1,440,000

Perfection/New List
575 Portland: Freshly renovated Vic-
torian in perfect condition. Everything 
new, windows, mechanics, exte-
rior. Sunny, open floor plan, designer 
kitchen and 3 splendid bathrooms.

651 225-3903 $659,900

Best of Both Worlds
All of the charm of 1910 with the con-
veniences of 2008! 4 bedrooms, 2 
baths, beautiful hdwd. floors & built-
ins, plus a whirlpool tub & vaulted 
ceilings. You can have it all!

651 225-3941 $389,900

Stop Paying Rent!
You can own for less than rent! Great 
2-level, 1-BR, 2-bath townhome in 
the heart of Bloomington. Minutes to 
the MOA, airport, 494 and 35W. Re-
cently updated & ready to move in!

651 225-3941 $97,900

New Price – 3 Baths
Enjoy your private master suite with 
vaulted ceiling, spacious master bath 
and sitting area. LL features fireplace, 
full kitchen and bath. 2-car garage.

651 225-3935 $339,900

Downtown St. Paul
This historic condo in the Great 
Northern Building is a corner unit 
with south and west-facing windows, 
barrel ceilings, wide halls, beautiful 
kitchen and 2-car garage.

651 225-3935 $300,000

New List New Kitchen
Charming Victorian with front porch, 
hardwood floors, 3 BRs, den, 2 full 
baths and close to retail and res-
taurants on Selby. Great block of 
homes.

651 225-3935 $314,900

Spacious Condo
Coming 4/25! Great 1,388 sq. ft. 
condo in wonderful building, walk to 
Village and river. Fresh decor, 2 BRs, 
2 baths, real FP & in-unit laundry. Un-
derground garage, lovely balcony.

651 690-8408 $169,900

Merriam Park Beauty
1955 Portland Ave.: Walk to St. 
Thomas, Grand Ave., & river from 
gracious Merriam Park classic. Gor-
geous oak wdwk., leaded glass built-
ins, main den. Huge kit., 3 BRs.

651 690-8408 $379,900

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

651698-2434

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.

651224-4321www.edinarealty.com           Your Home for Homes MLS

Stunning Townhome
376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey 
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck, 
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car 
gar. w/storage loft.

651 225-3921 $474,900

Architecturally Beautiful
1700 Lexington Ave. S. #211: Stun-
ning condo w/spectacular views. 
Fabulous open spaces, great for 
family living & entertaining. 3,750 fin. 
sq. ft., 2 BRs, 3 baths, 2 gar. stalls.

651 225-3921 $529,000

Premier Sunfish Lake
7 Sunfish Lane: Prairie Style home 
with a spectacular setting, below-
ground pool, tennis court, excep-
tional quality throughout, fabulous 
buy! www.MaryGallivan.com

651 225-3921 $895,000

Come Inside!
Much more than meets the eye. Up-
dated home in move-in condition! 
Come inside this impeccable 4-BR, 
3-bath, 2,500+ sq. ft. home to appre-
ciate all it has to offer. 619 Fairview.

651 225-3920 $479,900

Coming Soon!
Highland Park Tudor – full renovation 
w/room to expand. 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
can expand to 5-BR/3-bath. Prime 
block. New gourmet kit./FR combo. 
New master suite up. Available 5/9.

651 690-8429 $589,000

Luxury Condo
442 Summit Ave. #4: Turn-of-the-
century, balcony over Summit! 
Stunning Clarence H. Johnston built 
w/hdwd. floors, updated kitchen & 
bath, high ceilings & sunlit rooms.

651 481-6710 $325,000
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FABULOUS DEAL

Reflections sales centeR    

952.883.0123    Open Daily, Noon-6:00   
8151 33rd Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 55425

Reflections is located between Mall of America 
and MSP-Airport at the Bloomington Central 
Station stop of the Hiawatha Light Rail Line.

Penthouse Condos. A Step Above the Rest.

Bloomington Central Station 
is a McGough Development

www.reflections-bcs.com

Penthouses starting at $650,000. 
Visit your future, today.

NEW LIST

NEW PRICE

NEW LIST

west of Mississippi River Boulevard should 
also be included in the ongoing planning pro-
cess for redeveloping the Ford plant.

It has been two years since Ford announced 
plans to close the Highland Park plant. Since 
then, a St. Paul Planning Commission task 
force has studied various scenarios for rede-
veloping the property. However, at the request 
of Ford, the task force did not take into con-
sideration the acreage between the Missis-
sippi River and Mississippi River Boulevard. 
“We wanted a better understanding of the site 
conditions and the implications for that prop-

erty,” Denby said.
The 13 acres of riverside property does 

not include the hydroelectric plant, which 
was sold last year to the Canadian company 
Brookfield Power. However, it does include an 
adjacent steam plant, a wastewater treatment 
plant and an area that was capped with con-
crete years ago to contain pollution.

The extent of pollution on the 13 acres of 
riverside property and how it will affect rede-
velopment are unknown. For many years, that 
area was used for loading new Ford vehicles 
onto barges. The land lies within the Missis-
sippi River Critical Area, which gives the city, 
state and federal agencies a say in how the 

property is redeveloped.
City officials are now preparing a computer 

model to determine the fiscal impact of each 
of the five Ford plant’s redevelopment scenar-
ios that have been proposed to date. They are 
also preparing a request for proposals for an 
Alternative Urban Areawide Review, which 
will also be used to evaluate the five scenarios 
developed by the Planning Commission’s task 
force.

If money is available from the state, two 
other studies could also get under way soon. 
The St. Paul City Council, acting as the Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority Board, 
gave city staff the go-ahead on April 23 to ap-

ply for two grants from the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency.

The first is a $25,000 grant to create a Ford 
Site Sustainable Redevelopment Team to pro-
pose ways to make the site a national model 
of sustainable development of former indus-
trial property. The second is a $20,000 grant 
to hire the technical expertise for initial stud-
ies of stormwater management and filtration 
on the Ford site to prevent any pollution from 
spreading. Both of the studies would involve 
whichever firm or firms Ford chooses to re-
develop the property.

�b ford plant sale
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By Jane McClure

Unless a compromise can be worked 
out beforehand, Life Time Fitness’ 
application for a 116-space parking 

variance for its building at 2145 Ford Pkwy. 
will go to the St. Paul Board of Zoning Ap-
peals (BZA) for a vote on May 19. 

As of late last week, a compromise had 
eluded representatives of Life Time and resi-
dents of the neighborhood to the north. How-
ever, the two sides had reached preliminary 
agreements on other concerns, such as light-
ing, security, alley improvements and truck 
deliveries.

Life Time, which operates a 24,000-square-
foot health club in the basement of the Plaza 
on Parkway, purchased the 110,000-square-
foot building and its adjacent 266-space park-
ing ramp several months ago. The structures 
have long been a flash point for controversy 
in the neighborhood. Constructed in the late 
1980s, they remained unfinished and empty 
for years due to the developer’s financial tra-
vails. After they were purchased by another 
developer in the mid-1990s and finally par-
tially occupied, they became the focus of a 
host of neighborhood complaints.

The BZA held a public hearing on the park-
ing variance on April 7, but laid the matter 
over to give the two sides time to resolve their 
differences. At the BZA meeting on April 21, 
Life Time representatives agreed to an addi-
tional 30-day delay. Life Time vice president 
Eric Buss said he was “embarrassed” about 
the ongoing problems cited by neighbors and 
pledged that they would be solved.

The 116-space parking variance would al-
low Life Time to lease the remaining 12,000 
square feet of vacant office space in its build-
ing, add a spa and salon to its basement health 
club, and create a cafe on the first floor. With 
the 10 parking spaces it leases in a surface lot 
at Ford Parkway and Cretin Avenue, Life Time 
has a total of 276 off-street parking spaces. 
The planned expansion would require 392.

BZA members had mixed feelings about the 
parking variance. Some questioned whether it 
was theirs to grant. BZA member Buzz Wil-
son recalled a City Council resolution in the 
1980s that stated that any decisions on park-
ing for 2145 Ford Pkwy. should be reserved 
for the City Council.

BZA staff recommended that the park-
ing variance be approved on the condition 
that Life Time provide a bicycle rack or bike 
lockers on the premises and mail fitness club 
members a reminder that free ramp parking 
is available. The Highland District Council 

also recommended approval of the parking 
variance with those two conditions.

The Plaza on Parkway was built before the 
city’s current parking requirements were in 
place, the city staff report noted, and many 
years before Life Time bought it. Granting the 
variance and thereby allowing the building to 
be fully occupied is seen by city staff as mak-
ing the property more economically viable.

Buss said he is aware of the acrimony be-
tween the neighbors and past building own-
ers. However, he does not believe the expan-
sion project and variance will cause more 
parking problems in the neighborhood. He 
said he was “ashamed” to hear complaints 
from neighbors that Life Time has not been 
responsive to their concerns and he said that 
would change. Buss conceded that the park-
ing ramp is not being fully used. However, he 
added, Life Time recently sent letters to 4,000 
of its members in and around Highland Park 
reminding them that parking in the ramp is 
free to club members for up to three hours.

According to neighbors, restrictive cov-
enants and other legal agreements tied to the 
Plaza on Parkway have not been followed. 
They range from security cameras and bet-
ter alley lighting to snow and graffiti removal. 
One restriction prohibits truck loading and 
unloading in the alley behind the building. 
Pinehurst resident Bob Spangenberg showed 

the BZA photographs of eight different trucks 
being unloaded in the alley. Other Pinehurst 
residents complained about being unable to 
back out of their garages or even drive down 
the one-way alley because of delivery trucks 
blocking the way. 

“The building was built on compromis-
es,” complained Pinehurst resident Henry 
Waldenberger, referring to the concessions 
that the neighbors have made over the past 20 
years on the design, use and parking for the 
building. 

Parking on the residential streets just north 
of Life Time is limited to two hours between 
8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. without a permit, and 
permits may only be purchased by local resi-
dents. However, residents say the restrictions 
are rarely enforced.

Life Time’s neighbors are holding out little 
hope for a compromise on the parking issue, 
and they expect that an appeal will be made to 
the City Council regardless of how the BZA 
votes.

“I think everyone has given it a good-faith 
effort,” said Pinehurst Avenue resident Kevin 
Mencke of attempts to reach a compromise. 
“We appreciated Life Time hearing our con-
cerns. But for a lot of neighbors, it’s just too 
large a parking variance. People feel the park-
ing issues need to be solved, but there just 
doesn’t seem to be an easy way to do that.”

Compromise eludes parties at odds over Life Time parking
Highland neighbors shrink 
from size of parking variance

By Jane McClure

Real Estate Equities has been 
granted demolition and 
building permits to convert 

the former St. Paul’s Church Home 
at 484 Ashland Ave. into a 44-unit 
senior housing cooperative. The St. 
Paul Heritage Preservation Com-
mission voted 6-1 on April 24 to 
approve the permits. The HPC was 
involved because the building is lo-
cated in the Historic Hill District. 

Called the Summit of Ramsey 
Hill, the housing project has already 
been through months of neighbor-
hood and city reviews. Some neigh-
bors support the senior co-op, while 
others are concerned about the size 
of the project. Neither the Ramsey 
Hill Association nor the Summit-
University Planning Council took 
positions on the building and de-

molition permits.
Last year, the St. Paul City Coun-

cil approved variances for the senior 
co-op as well as for five new market-
rate townhouses that are planned 
for the Mackubin Street side of the 
property. At this point, the devel-
opers are only proceeding with the 
senior co-op and will return to the 
HPC with plans for the townhous-
es, according to Andrew Schaefer 
of Real Estate Equities. “We want 
to focus on getting the senior co-
op project up and running first,” he 
said.

HPC chair Paul Clifford Larson 
acknowledged that neighbors and 
commission members have raised 
an array of concerns over the past 
several months and that the project 
has had many revisions. However, 
he believes the concerns have been 
addressed and that the building 

addition will avoid having an “in-
stitutional look,” a criticism leveled 
in the past regarding two previous 
additions to the former nursing 
home.

The permits are needed in order 
for Real Estate Equities to demolish 

a wing of the existing building and 
construct a new four-story addition. 
The 112-year-old former Ashland 
Hotel portion of the property will 
be preserved, while the newer addi-
tions to the nursing home from the 
1960s and ’80s will be razed. 

The HPC placed several condi-
tions on the permits. One is that a 
rear porch on the old hotel be docu-
mented before it is torn down. An-
other is that the HPC subcommittee 
work with the developers on such 
details as windows, landscaping, 
fencing, retaining walls, construc-
tion materials and colors. The HPC 
also wants its staff to have the final 
say on building materials. Signage 
will be discussed at a later date.

It is not clear at this point when 
construction will start. After the 
old additions are leveled, the new 
addition will be built along with 56 
underground and at-grade parking 
spaces. Architect Pete Keely said 
the developers will take pains to re-
duce the impact of construction on 
neighborhood streets and to protect 
a nearby brick alley. 

Permits pave way for remodeling former Church Home 

The proposed Summit of Ramsey Hill at 484 Ashland Ave.
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By Jane McClure

As the Minnesota Legislature moves to-
ward adjournment on May 19, sepa-
rate House and Senate bills contain 

language that would cease annual payments 
to the shuttered Gopher State Ethanol plant 
on West 7th Street and any other Minnesota 
ethanol plants that close in the future. The 
state is looking at cutting the payments as a 
step toward erasing a $935 million state bud-
get deficit.

Minnesota set up a system of producer pay-
ments in 1987 to encourage the manufactur-
ing of ethanol. The payment was original 20 
cents per gallon of ethanol produced, but it 
was temporarily cut to 13 cents in 2003 to bal-
ance the state budget. The 20-cent level was 
restored last year with the idea that the 7-cent 
difference would be made up by 2013.

GSE president David Kreitzer said the com-
pany and its creditors are asking for the re-
mainder of the deficiency payments they are 
owed for 2003 and 2004 when the plant still 
produced ethanol. “We’re asking the state to 
pay us what was promised to us during those 
years,” he said.

GSE filed for bankruptcy in 2004 after four 
years of troubled operations at the former 
Schmidt Brewery. Ethanol plant odors and 
noise drew neighborhood complaints and 
sparked a federal Environmental Protection 
Agency study of ethanol plant emissions.

GSE received $73,489 in deficiency pay-
ments last year and was in line to receive 
another $2,000 in 2008, $300,000 in 2009, 
$557,000 in 2010, $603,000 in 2011, $603,000 
in 2012 and $30,000 in 2013. Kreitzer does 
not believe the amount is that much.

Representative Al Juhnke of Willmar, who 
chairs the House Agricultural Finance Com-
mittee, does not believe GSE and other etha-
nol plants that close should expect additional 
payments. He is confident that the legislation 
dropping the payments will pass this session.

“Excuse me, they don’t produce ethanol 
anymore,” Juhnke said. “If you no longer pro-
duce ethanol, you’re not entitled to participate 
in the producer program.”

On March 8, Brewtown LLC extended its 
purchase agreement for the brewery property 
until October. Brewtown, which is composed 
of father-son developers Craig and Jeff Co-
hen and the West 7th/Fort Road Federation, 
wants to turn the 15-acre site into a mixed-use 
urban village. The first phase of the estimated 
$200 million project is expected to begin next 
spring.

Had he known that the state subsidies 
would not be paid, Kreitzer said it is doubtful 
that GSE would have agreed to the extension. 
That is because the property owners were 

counting on the producer payments, along 
with the sale of the property and equipment, 
to cover their costs. 

Still, Kreitzer said, the purchase agreement 
will not be canceled. “We want to sell the 
property and we want to see it redeveloped,” 
he said.

Kreitzer questioned whether the purchase 
agreement would be extended again, saying 
the property owners are bearing high costs to 
patrol the property and keep out graffiti van-
dals and other trespassers. Area police depart-
ments are now using the facility for training 
canine units.

Ward 2 St. Paul City Council member Dave 
Thune said he does not like seeing a state sub-
sidy to a plant that is closed. “However, I’d be 
very concerned if losing the subsidy would in 
any way jeopardize the eventual sale and rede-
velopment of the brewery,” he said.

Dave Wickiser, a neighbor who protested 
the ethanol plant and is now involved in ef-
forts to redevelop the property, also said he 
would hate to see anything happen that could 
affect redevelopment of the historic landmark. 
“I understand that Gopher State is not going 
to get a lot of sympathy, but this subsidy was 
promised when the plant was operating and 
state lawmakers need to consider that before 
yanking it away,” he said. “People forget the 
groundswell of support the ethanol plant had 
years ago and how it was seen as saving jobs 
and saving a landmark.”

What frustrates Kreitzer is that he had to 
learn about the pending payment cut from a 
reporter. “No one from the state has even con-
tacted us,” he said. Kreitzer said he asked to 
testify before legislative committees to explain 
GSE’s situation, “but I was told there was no 
reason for us to come down.”

Juhnke noted that it would be the property 
owners who would be getting paid by the state 
subsidies, not the many vendors and suppliers 
who were owed money when the plant closed. 
He said he has heard from grain elevator oper-
ators and members of farm co-ops who were 
never paid for corn delivered to GSE. The city 
of St. Paul also was owed money for water 
supplied to the plant. A House researcher is 
currently looking into that issue.

“Why give the money to the people who 
hold the paper on the property?” Juhnke said.

Kreitzer argued that the pending payments 
were a factor in settling the GSE bankruptcy 
case. He said that while losing the payments 
will hurt the property owners financially, a 
bigger issue is the “dangerous precedent” the 
pending legislation could set. 

“These subsidies are looked at as rock-solid 
payments,” said Kreitzer, adding that losing 
them “sends the wrong message to anyone 
wanting to invest in Minnesota.”

Legislation would end deficiency 
payments to closed ethanol plant

A rusty tank reminds passersby of what once was at the brewery. Photo by Anne brandrud
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

Invitation to Comment on
a Proposed Wireless

Telecommunications Facility
Interested persons are invited to comment 
on the wireless telecommunications facil-
ity proposed to be constructed at Groveland 
Park Elementary School, 2045 St. Clair Ave, 
St. Paul, MN, with respect to impacts on 
historic properties located at or near this facility, 
if any.  The facility will consist of installing six 
cellular antennas on the chimney and placing 
the associated equipment shelter on the 
north side of the school. Comments regard-
ing potential effects to historic properties 
should be submitted by mail to Regulatory 
Compliance Manager at 8550 W. Bryn 
Mawr, First Floor, Chicago, IL 60631, or by 
calling (773) 444-5429. Questions about this 
facility or this notice may also be directed to 
that address or phone number. This 
notice is provided in accordance  
with the regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 47 C.F.R. 
Part 1, Subpart I and Appendices B and C.

By Kevin Driscoll

Much has been written about the 
havoc wrought in school districts 
across Minnesota since the budget 

crisis of 2003 and the subsequent tightening 
of state aid to public education. The past five 
years have been marked by continual school 
district budget deficits, rising property taxes 
and multiple requests for excess levies to ad-
dress the budget shortfalls. What has been 
overlooked over those years is the steady de-
cline in school enrollment.

Total enrollment in K-12 public, private 
and charter schools dropped almost 2 per-
cent statewide and close to 5 percent in the 

Twin Cities metropolitan area between 2001 
and 2007 (see chart). Enrollment in the St. 
Paul Public Schools dropped from 43,923 in 
2002-03 to 39,681 in 2007-08 and is expect-
ing to slide by another 1,100 in 2008-09. The 
resulting loss in state per-pupil aid accounts 
for $7 million of the St. Paul school district’s 
projected $10 million deficit for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, according to Lois Rockney, 
chief financial officer for the district.

The drop in enrollment has been even 
steeper in the Minneapolis Public Schools. 
The school district, which had 46,037 stu-
dents five years ago, had only 34,999 students 
this year. That number is expected to drop to 
about 33,500 students in 2008-09, contribut-

ing to a projected budget shortfall of $13 mil-
lion for the coming fiscal year, according to 
Peggy Ingison, that district’s chief financial 
officer.

The budget deficits arise “because districts 
can’t shed expenses as fast as their revenue 
drops from the loss of students,” said Steve 
Croonquist, executive director of the Associa-
tion of Metropolitan School Districts. That is 
one reason voters are seeing excess levy re-
quests on their ballots. “In recent years, dis-
tricts have been asking for excess levies to pay 
for operating funds, not just new programs,” 
Croonquist said. Though they may have few-
er students and fewer teachers, he said, “they 
still have to heat their schools, provide student 
transportation and pay their support staff, and 
those costs are subject to inflation.”

“There’s no question that some parents are 
dissatisfied with the education their kids are 

getting in their public school,” said Charlie 
Kyte, executive director of the Minnesota As-
sociation of School Administrators. “But the 
biggest factor in declining enrollments, at 
least in rural areas right now, is lower birth 
rates across the state and, for that matter, the 
country.” 

A decline in overall population also may 
be playing a role in the Twin Cities. St. Paul’s 
population, which increased from 272,235 in 
1990 to 287,151 in 2000, had fallen back to an 
estimated 273,535 in 2006, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. Meanwhile, Minneapo-
lis’ population, which increased from 368,383 
in 1990 to 382,618 in 2000, dropped to an es-
timated 372,833 in 2006. 

The state’s open enrollment law, the pro-
liferation of public charter schools and the 
growing popularity of home-schooling have 
also played a role in the enrollment declines 
in metropolitan area school districts, accord-
ing to Croonquist.

“Charter schools are opening all the time 
now,” said Joe Nathan, director of the Center 
for School Change at the University of Min-
nesota’s Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 
and a resident of Highland Park. In the 2001-
02 school year, there were just over 10,000 
charter school students in Minnesota, Nathan 
said. Now there are just under 26,000 students 
in 143 charter schools across the state, ac-
cording to Christine Dufour, deputy director 
of communications in the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Education. A majority of those stu-
dents live in St. Paul and Minneapolis.

“Charter schools are by far the biggest rea-
son for falling enrollment in Minneapolis 
Public Schools,” said Jim Liston, the school 
district’s manager of student accounting. As 
the result of a lawsuit by the NAACP, Min-
neapolis also has Choice Is Yours, a program 

By Kevin Driscoll

This week the St. Paul School Board will 
get its first look at superintendent Me-
ria Carstarphen’s proposed budget for 

the 2008-09 school year. The school district 
is facing a $10 million deficit for the coming 
year, according to Lois Rockney, the district’s 
chief financial officer. The 2008-09 budget 
is expected to total $625.8 million, up from 
$621.9 million in 2007-08.

“About $7 million of the shortfall is due 
to declining enrollment,” Rockney said. The 
St. Paul Public Schools is projecting a loss of 
about 1,100 students next fall, resulting in a 
decrease in state aid, which is based on both 
the total number of students and the num-

ber of students from low-income households 
who qualify for free or reduced-price lunch-
es. 

“We’re actually losing the equivalent of 
1,400 students,” Rockney said, because the 
largest enrollment declines will be in high 
schools. The state’s per-pupil funding for-
mula weighs each high school student as 1.3 
students, each kindergartner at 0.6 student 
and elementary and junior high students 
somewhere in between, she said. 

Rising gasoline, heating and health care 
costs are also contributing to the deficit, 
Rockney said. According to her, teachers will 
be laid off and money will be cut from both 
individual school and districtwide budgets 
to address the shortfall.

Making cuts is always hard, Rockney said, 
but it is especially difficult when the enroll-
ment declines are spread out across all grades 
in all 70 district schools.

The proposed budget was to be unveiled 
at a School Board meeting on May 6. A pub-
lic hearing on the budget, with a brief pre-
sentation followed by facilitated small group 
discussions, will begin at 8:15 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 20, immediately following the School 
Board’s regularly scheduled meeting at the 
school district’s administration building, 360 
Colborne St. 

The School Board’s budget deliberations 
will continue on June 10 and 17, when the 
board is expected to adopt a final budget for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1.

Enrollment drop puts St. Paul schools in hole

The graph at left shows the varied number of students in kindergarten through grade 12 statewide in 2006-07. The graph at right 
illustrates the rise and fall of total K-12 enrollment for all metropolitan area school districts from 1998 through 2007.

school enrollment  c�

Downward trend in enrollment adds to woes 
of public schools in competition with charters

A shrinking 
student body 
has schools 
across state 
tightening 
their belts



WEDNESDAY, may 7, 2008 	 VILLAGER	 page �

FrameWorks Graduated Sale:
1 Custom Framing Project 50% OFF T H E  F R A M E

T H E  F R A M E

T H E  F R A M E

2 Custom Framing Projects 55% OFF

3 Custom Framing Projects 60% OFF
or more

FrameWorks Graduated Sale:FrameWorks Graduated Sale:
1 Custom Framing Project 50% OFF T H E  F R A M E

T H E  F R A M E

T H E  F R A M E

2 Custom Framing Projects 55% OFF

3 Custom Framing Projects 60% OFF
or more

SE Cor ner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway in Highland Park • 651-698-3372
Qualit y Custom Pic ture Framing

SE Corner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway in Highland Park •• 651-698-3372www.myframeworks.com
Quality Custom Picture Framing

SE Cor ner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway in Highland Park • 651-698-3372
Qualit y Custom Pic ture Framing

SE Corner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway in Highland Park •• 651-698-3372www.myframeworks.com
Quality Custom Picture Framing

A Quarter Century of Helping Homeowners
        • Shingle & Flat Roofs
                     • Siding & Gutters
                           • Concrete & Stone Work

                                                Free  Estimates, Many References
                                              licensed, bonded & insured

182A Ryan Lane
651-482-0070     St. Paul

MN Lic. #20320318
www.austadconstruction.com

AUSTAD CONSTRUCTION
Residential & Commercial

Dave

Hail Damage
Claims Handled

St. Paul seeks to change way 
it licenses drinking on patios 

Just in time for the outdoor dining sea-
son, the St. Paul City Council is considering 
changes to an ordinance that governs bars and 
restaurants that serve alcohol on their patios. 
The changes will be introduced on May 7 and 
will be the subject of a public hearing at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 21, at City Hall.

The changes were brought forward by 
Ward 3 council member Pat Harris. “What 
we’re hearing is that our current process is too 
cumbersome and makes it difficult for some 
businesses to get a license (to serve alcohol on 
patios),” he said. 

Currently, 90 percent of property owners 
within 300 feet of a business must be in favor 
of the outdoor license before the city will grant 
an extension of service. Under the proposed 
changes, if the signatures of property own-
ers in support are between 60 and 89 percent, 
the council could grant the license with con-
ditions. Below 59 percent, the council could 
deny the request or approve it with additional 
conditions. A public hearing would still be 
required and the city would continue to ask 
district councils for their recommendations.

Harris believes the changes have enough 
checks and balances so that establishments 
that pose problems could not get the exten-
sion of liquor service. He said one of the prob-
lems with the current ordinance is that bar 
and restaurant owners sometimes can’t get 
signatures from absentee property owners.

At this point it is not clear if Harris can gar-
ner enough votes to pass the ordinance. Most 
council members said they want to know 
more about the proposal and hear from the 
district councils in their wards first. No area 
district council has taken a position on the 
proposal yet.

City considers additional steps 
to stem vacant building costs

Additional regulations for addressing the 
growing problem of vacant buildings in St. 
Paul will be heard by the City Council at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 21, at City Hall.

St. Paul is facing increasing costs of moni-
toring and, in some cases, cleaning up the 
more than 1,700 registered vacant buildings 
in the city. One proposal before the council 
sets a vacant building registration fee at a flat 
$500 per year. The current fee is $250 for the 
first year, $375 for the second year and $500 
for the third and subsequent years. The fee is 
intended to recoup the city’s cost of monitor-

ing vacant buildings.
The city’s Department of Safety and Inspec-

tions also is recommending an increase in 
city’s code compliance fees, which are assessed 
when a property is inspected. The current fees 
are $138 for a single-family building and $172 
for a duplex. The proposed fees would gradu-
ally increase to as much as three times those 
amounts.

The council also will discuss a proposed 
regulation that calls for a city inspection after 
a vacant building is gutted, to make sure all of 
the work has been completed. At that time, in-
spectors would let the property owner know 
what is needed to bring the building back into 
compliance and remove it from the vacant 
building list.

Transit-oriented zoning rules 
approved for University Ave.

Despite the uncertainty about the future 
of the Central Corridor light-rail project, the 
St. Paul City Council voted unanimously on 
April 23 to institute permanent zoning over-
lay regulations governing the areas around 
the proposed transit stations on University 
Avenue. 

The new zoning regulations replace interim 
regulations that were adopted last June. They 
are meant to promote denser, transit-oriented 
development around the proposed stations at 
Rice, Dale, Lexington, Snelling, Fairview, Ray-
mond and Westgate. The regulations would 
not affect existing businesses, but would ap-
ply to the heights, setbacks and design of new 
buildings and their off-street parking require-
ments. New auto sales, rental, repair and ser-
vice stations would also be discouraged.

The zoning regulations are likely to be 
amended later this year after the Planning 
Commission and City Council adopt station 
area plans. The plans will be supplemented 
with specific zoning changes for each area, if 
the commission and council believe they are 
needed.

The interim zoning regulations were adopt-
ed to control development while the station 
area plans were being drafted. However, state 
law only allows interim measures to remain 
in place for one year. The station area plans 
will not be ready for public hearings until this 
summer and the specific zoning regulations 
for each area will not be considered until fall. 
City planner Donna Drummond said it may 
take up to two years before all of the studies 
and zoning specifics are in place.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

whereby the state pays the transportation 
costs of any Minneapolis child who wants to 
attend school in a neighboring district.

“Charter school competition and a big 
exodus to the suburbs in the late 1990s have 
been the biggest reasons for our enrollment 
declines,” said Steve Schellenberg, assistant 
director of Research, Evaluation and Assess-
ment in the St. Paul Public Schools. 

The effects of declining enrollment vary 
from district to district. “In Minneapolis we 
haven’t been able to downsize our infrastruc-
ture proportionate to the student enrollment 
decline, and because of that we have unused 
and under-used buildings that still cost to 
maintain,” Ingison said. 

“We have closed about 20 schools in Min-
neapolis over the past five years,” Liston said, 
“and that’s caused a big rift in the district’s re-
lationship with the community.” 

Although there is no talk about boarding up 
schools in St. Paul, according to Schellenberg, 
the district is replacing Homecroft Elemen-
tary School in Highland Park and Monroe 
Community School in the West End in the 

fall with other school programs.
“School districts that have had to cut to the 

bone in recent years now have the dilemma 
of maintaining fiscal stability and the high 
educational standards mandated by state and 
federal laws,” said Bob Lowe, associate deputy 
director of the Minnesota School Boards As-
sociation.

Many observers have attributed the declin-
ing enrollments to the failure of public schools 
to adequately prepare their students for the 
future, and they may be right in some cases. 
Those schools intent on reversing the decline, 
according to Nathan, “are creating newer, 
hopefully more interesting options for stu-
dents to better compete with charter schools 
and home schooling.”

“Districts have had to get creative and be 
more responsive to parents and the commu-
nity,” Liston said. “We have to become more 
competitive and operate more like a business 
to offer better options to students and par-
ents.”

“No question,” Schellenberg said, “we have 
to better communicate our own story and cre-
ate the kinds of programs that give incentive 
to use our schools.”

News Briefs

�b school enrollment
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Viewpoint

Reason for hope in Homecroft
To the editor:

Homecroft School has a new configuration for the 2008-
09 school year, and there is reason to be optimistic about 
community involvement in future programming changes 
in the St. Paul Public Schools (Villager, April 23). On April 
15, the School Board approved the school district’s new use 
for Homecroft, but committed to reviewing it annually and 
remaining open to instituting a strong K-8 program. 

School Board members Tom Conlon and Anne Carroll 
sponsored two motions that passed almost unanimously 
and give the public reason to believe the School Board is 
receptive to public input and cognizant of its oversight role. 
The first motion requires that the superintendent provide 
detailed information on past, present and future facility and 
programming changes. This motion clarifies the role of the 
School Board, helps ensure its members are well-informed 
about major decisions, and allows them to review changes 
that have been made at Homecroft and other schools. The 
second motion calls for the school district to work with the 
community over the summer to develop a “transparent, 
authentic and sustainable process” for community 
participation. 

These two motions have the potential to dramatically 
improve the process and the outcome for future 
programming changes. This is a welcome about-face. 
Superintendent Meria Carstarphen did not welcome the 
motions, but she did acknowledge that the process for 
unveiling and implementing the new programming for 
Homecroft was imperfect. We remain hopeful that when 
it comes to the relationship between the community and 
the district, the following insight recently expressed by 
Superintendent Carstarphen in a St. Paul Pioneer Press article 
will be manifest: “What’s happening in a school also affects 
the morale and energy in a community. Wherever a school is 
located, it should be a part of what’s happening in the success 
of that community.” 

With respect to Homecroft, the potential remains 
for the return of an elementary school that would serve 
neighborhood children, attract new families and provide 
stability for the neighborhood. No doubt, the whole Highland 
community will remain involved, vigilant and committed 
to the potential return of an elementary school and all that 
it adds to our neighborhood. It is up to all of us to make 
sure the district understands that our advocacy did not end 
with the April 15 School Board action, and that we remain 
committed to monitoring other proposals as we enter a 
period of significant change in the St. Paul Public Schools. 

We hope that as a result of working with and listening to 
the community, the district and School Board have come to 
believe that an interested community committed to nurturing 
public education in St. Paul is an asset rather than an 
inconvenience, that we are all on the same side, and that we 
all want the same thing: We want the St. Paul Public Schools 
to be an institution that provides an outstanding education 
to our young people, whatever their needs or circumstances, 
and that makes us proud to live in St. Paul. 

Lisa Morley, Robert Brandtjen, Margo Fox,
Fred Haeusler, Brian Portzen, Terese Weitzel, 
Rick Hugley, Charrie Willis, Bill Rosenbloom

Highland Park

Editor’s Note: All but one of the signors were members of the 
school district’s ad hoc Homecroft Advisory Committee.

The rest of the story
To the editor:

Mary-Helen Mische’s guest editorial, “Lighting a Candle in 
the Darkness” (Villager Viewpoint, April 23) was insulting to 
low-income parents and, furthermore, her facts are wrong.

She states that through her “many hours researching the 
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By Toni Carter

A few weeks ago, the Central Corridor was derailed 
when $70 million in state funding for the light-rail 
transit line was vetoed by Governor Tim Pawlenty, 

even after being previously supported by him. Now, with 
less than two weeks before the legislative session ends, we 
must get the train back on track. An unprecedented coalition 
of legislators, city and county officials, and representatives 
of business, labor, faith, environmental, educational and 
nonprofit organizations has come together to deliver this 
simple message: Build the Central Corridor without delay. 

For communities along the light-rail line, the need for 
the Central Corridor is clear. The neighborhoods north and 
south of University Avenue are among Minnesota’s most 
diverse, with many young families, children, students and 
senior citizens. Many do not have cars, and with the price of 
gas headed toward $4.00 per gallon, many who do have cars 
will welcome the choice of light-rail transit. We also need the 
commercial and residential development, employment and 
environmental benefits light-rail transit will bring. 

The east metro area’s first light-rail line will be the 
critical backbone of a comprehensive transit system for the 
Twin Cities. The Central Corridor line will connect us to 
neighbors, businesses, schools and nonprofit organizations. 
It will mean easier and more reliable routes to jobs, shopping 
and recreation. Downtown St. Paul, downtown Minneapolis, 
the Mall of America, Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport, the University of Minnesota and the state Capitol 
complex will all be a light-rail trip away. 

The average Twin Cities driver now wastes more than 
$1,000 and 35 hours per year in traffic jams, a costly problem 
that grows worse every year. And light rail’s electric cars will 
help reverse the trend of increasing carbon emissions.

The Central Corridor project—at over $900 million, the 
largest transportation investment in Minnesota since the 
construction of I-94—will serve as a catalyst for far greater 
economic development and job growth over time. And some 
areas along University Avenue that are particularly long in 
need of enhancement will be transformed with new gathering 
spaces, new biking and walking paths, and the new market-
rate, affordable, supportive and mixed-use housing we will 
need for those who want to remain in these communities and 
those who wish to join us to live and do business. 

Building the Central Corridor is a team effort. Ramsey 
and Hennepin counties have already invested $5 million 
for environmental and engineering work. The state of 
Minnesota has already committed $13.5 million toward its 
share of matching dollars. Hundreds of people have already 
spent countless hours in planning for the line. And the 
Metropolitan Council, which will operate the transit line, 
has declared the project its top priority. 

Our application for federal funding—$455 million to cover 
half the project costs—is to be submitted this fall. With the 
Central Corridor projected to be the No. 1 traveled light-rail 
line in the country at over 40,000 riders per day by 2030, 
we are well-positioned to garner that federal commitment. 
Ramsey and Hennepin counties have already committed 
their funds, and now we need the state to complete the local 
match by approving the $70 million in funds. 

Without that commitment from the state, we cannot 
secure the federal funding. Should we miss out on this year’s 
application deadline, the Central Corridor will move to the 
back of the line in the competition for federal funds, and it 
will cost taxpayers a projected $40 million in inflationary 
costs should we even get the chance to consider the project 
next year. 

We must insist that the Legislature and governor agree on 
the funding before this session ends. To Governor Pawlenty 
and the Minnesota Legislature: Pull the train out of the shed 
and put it back on track. We can’t afford to wait.

Toni Carter serves on the Central Corridor Management 
Committee and is a member of the Ramsey County Board of 
Commissioners representing the Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, Lexington-Hamline, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline and 
St. Anthony Park and parts of the Highland Park, Macalester-
Groveland and Hamline-Midway neighborhoods of St. Paul.

Put light rail 
back on track

dual-track planning in the Central Corridor
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importance of parent-child bonding,” she and other Junior League 
of St. Paul members can “educate families about the importance 
of building strong bonds and reading with children.” With this 
information, she writes, these low-income parents can “begin to 
replace darkness with light.”

Low-income parents, like all parents, know how important reading 
is. The difference is that most low-income parents work two jobs and 
many do not even own a car to be able to go to a library. 

Bonding has nothing to do with income. Mische only needs to 
volunteer at a homeless shelter, as I have, to see the real love and 
concern a parent has. I have taught English for 30 years, and many 
middle-class children today do not read. It has nothing to do with 
income. It has to do with cell phones, iPods, TVs with 100 channels to 
choose from, camps, practices, games and on and on. It has to do with 
this insane, fast-paced culture children are living in. 

If 52 percent of “those children,” as Mische states, cannot read at 
grade level by 3rd grade, the answer does not lie with a bag of books 
donated by the Junior League with suggestions on how to be a better 
parent. The answer lies with volunteers going to the schools and 
shelters every day to help the children learn. The answer comes with 
smaller class sizes so that teachers have the time and energy to help 
each student. 

Low-income parents, you deserve an apology.

Mamie Fabel
Mendota Heights 

A clear choice
To the editor:

“The paradox of IRV” (Villager Viewpoint, April 23) purports 
to show a problem with instant runoff voting. In reality, the given 
examples show that runoff elections—traditional or instant—ensure 
that the winning candidate enjoys the support of a majority of voters 
rather than a mere plurality.

 
Julian and Barbara Sellers

Macalester-Groveland

The illusion of majority 
To the editor:

The idea that instant runoff voting (IRV) produces a majority 
winner is a red herring (Villager Viewpoint, April 23). An election 
goes to a runoff only when nobody gets 51 percent of the first-choice 
votes. Therefore, if IRV goes to a second round of counting, it means 
that the voters chose a plurality winner.

A plurality winner—electing the one with the most votes—is 
perfectly acceptable in the constitutional government that our 
founders gave us because they knew that pure majority rule often 
leads to tyranny. An electoral majority doesn’t give a representative 
the right to violate the rights of the minority. They represent all the 
people, not just the ones who voted for them. So the whole majority-
winner issue is irrelevant.

Second, IRV fails to ensure an accurate measure of voter intent 
because all ballots are not counted equally. Some voters have second-
choice votes counted while others do not. And voters cast ballots not 
knowing who the runoff candidates will be or how their votes will be 
affected by other voters. Thus, any claims of a true majority victory 
have to be considered false and misleading.

Any type of runoff is questionable at best because it gives the 
illusion of a majority electoral victory. But what makes IRV even 
worse than a traditional runoff is that voters can’t know what effect 
their choice order will have. With IRV, you have the worst of both 
worlds: a false majority and blindfolded voters.

All of this calls into question the true intent of the pro-IRV faction. 
Do they really believe in the will of the voters, or is their true intent to 
gain the power to take votes for one candidate and transfer them to 
the candidate they prefer regardless of the will of the voters? It should 
be clear to anyone who looks at this issue with an open mind that the 
whole majority-winner argument is just a ruse.

We believe a plurality system better reflects the will of the voters 
than the fabricated majority likely created by IRV. This is not to say 
we prefer representatives who agree with only a minority of voters, 
merely that a plurality winner is perfectly acceptable in an election 
with three or more candidates, especially with a representative 
republican form of government.

Andy Cilek, Executive Director
Minnesota Voters Alliance

Double standard
To the editor:

On April 1, Mississippi Market announced a new store location 
at West 7th Street and Otto Avenue, a few blocks from the future 
Trader Joe’s location at Randolph Avenue and Lexington Parkway. 
Amazingly, there has been no public outcry in opposition to 
Mississippi Market squeezing out nearby ma and pa groceries, 
no indie coffeeshop petitions against a new neighborhood grocer 
that also sells coffee (I wonder if it’s because of the fair trade 
thingymabob?), no neighborhood block club protests.

What gives? Did Mississippi Market promise to include a rain 
garden? Or is it because Mississippi Market is a natural food co-op 
and thereby exempt from opposition for those inclined to oppose 
anything perceived to be unnatural? Did you know that Trader Joe’s 
also carries a large selection of organic foods, and that its private-label 
products have no artificial flavors, colors, preservatives or genetically 
modified ingredients? They probably have fair trade coffee, too!

Unfortunately, Trader Joe’s does not carry sorghum. You’ll have to 
travel a few more blocks for that staple.

Jon Wiersma
Highland Park

No WMDs, but plenty of oil
To the editor:

Governor Tim Pawlenty’s veto of Central Corridor funding mirrors 
the Bush administration’s focus on cars and oil to the detriment of 
energy-efficient rail transport. We can spend a trillion dollars making 
sure of our position in oil-rich Iraq, but we don’t have much left for 
Amtrak or commuter rail.

Little noticed during the recent battles in Basra and Baghdad was 
the announcement from Baghdad that 35 oil companies had qualified 
for future oil field contracts. The U.S. led the list with seven, including 
ExxonMobil, Chevron and ConocoPhillips. The Iraqi Oil Ministry 
could soon announce the five companies that will receive negotiated 
contracts for services covering some of Iraq’s major fields.

Shell should receive deals for the Kirkuk and Missan fields. 

inbox  c10
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87 Years87 Years
of

Excellence

Homecroft Tribute NightHomecroft Tribute Night

Former students, parents, and staff
are invited to celebrate

87 years of Homecroft Elementary School

Thursday, May 29, 2008
5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Schedule of events: 
 5:30 p.m.

Picnic Supper
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

       View student Inquiry Fair projects in the gym
      Self-guided tours of Homecroft Elementary School

      Celebrate with live music in the cafeteria

To attend, please RSVP by May 19 –
call 651-293-8955 or e-mail mary.kay.kersting@spps.org 550 South Albert St., St. Paul, MN 55116

651-690-2443
www.cretin-derhamhall.org

On behalf of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet and the Brothers of  the
Christian Schools, thank you to our

parents, alumni/ae, benefactors, advertisers,
donors and volunteers who made the 2008

“Dash to the Pepfest” Hearts of Gold Auction
such a tremendous success.
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 FREE*
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Shell believes it can greatly increase Missan’s current daily 
output of 120,000 barrels. British Petroleum is likely to get 
both Rumaila fields. The others should go to ExxonMobil, 
Chevron and French giant Total.

Iraq is one big sedimentary oil-bearing basin that is 
only about 25 percent explored with modern seismology. 
Estimates suggest Iraq’s proven oil reserves of 115 billion 
barrels could double or even triple with new technology, 
making it a rival to Saudi Arabia and Russia as the world’s 
top producer of the dwindling resource. Iraq’s easy-to-reach, 
high-quality oil looks good compared to recent expensive 
finds in deep ocean water like Chevron’s Jack 2 in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Our State Department recently announced a Strategic 
Framework for economic relations with Iraq with a 
reference to “facilitating the flow of foreign investments to 
Iraq, especially American investments, to contribute to the 
rebuilding of Iraq.” This puts us on the shoulder of Iraq’s 
government for a long time. Note our new giant Baghdad 
embassy and the huge Balad Air Base. 

The war in Iraq was not about mythical WMDs, elusive 
Middle East democracy or the war on terror. It’s about oil, 
and a lot of it.

Rolf E. Westgard
Macalester-Groveland

Light-rail reverberations
Dear editor:

For the past five years, our Sierra Club team has been 
working to bring light rail to Minnesota and, in particular, 
Dakota County. The economic, social and environmental 
benefits of light rail are resounding. We need this mode of 
transportation, and people want it.

What has happened at the state Capitol with regard to the 
funding of the Central Corridor light-rail line is discouraging. 
Without this vital project, a light-rail line in Dakota County 
cannot be built. Light rail needs to be promoted, not 
hamstrung. 

Please, folks, call or write your state representative or 
Dakota County commissioner. Ask them to support light rail 
in the Central Corridor and Dakota County. 

Pat O’Regan
Inver Grove Heights

Viva la veto
To the editor:

I too was shocked by Governor Tim Pawlenty’s veto of 
the $70 million for the Central Corridor light-rail transit 
line (Villager, April 23). As someone who supported and 
campaigned for the governor in 2002 and 2006, I had been 
so disappointed when he said that he would support this 
wasteful expenditure that would destroy University Avenue. 

At a news conference the day after the veto, 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum angrily asked, “What will 
the governor tell the Republicans when they come to town?”   

He did the right thing, Betty. 
Robert Bushard 

Merriam Park

Keep your poor, we have our own
To the editor:

The administration of George W. Bush has come up with 
a brilliant plan for stemming illegal immigration. Forget 
the wall. Never mind the fines against employers or church 
do-gooders. Merely cripple the economy and the dollar to the 
point that no one sees any point in coming here.

Paul Alper
Macalester-Groveland

Push for cleaner energy now
Dear editors,

This year is a big year for Minnesota. We came out in 
record numbers for the precinct caucuses on February 5 to 
support our causes. Now we’ve got work to do. This fall, we 
have the opportunity to let our policymakers know that it’s 
time to move toward a clean energy future. While securing 
a healthy planet for future generations, we can create green 
jobs, save money and heal global warming. We are free to 
leave behind the risky, expensive, polluting policies of our 
past. We have the power and the technology to move to 
a brighter, cleaner energy—to move past oil and coal to 
renewable energy from the wind, sun and other sources that 
we have yet to imagine.

Renewable energy can be the economic stimulus we need. 
According to a Blue Green Alliance study, a 20 percent 
renewable electricity standard by 2020 would create more 
than 820,000 jobs. New energy standards and goals like this 

have made a huge impact in cities such as Munich, Germany. 
Germany’s goal is to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 40 
percent within 13 years.

Renewable energy is already generating profits, saving 
money, creating and keeping jobs in our country, and cutting 
carbon emissions that cause global warming. We need to let 
our elected officials and our future elected officials know that 
they have the power to provide the leadership we need for a 
clean energy economy. Ask your elected officials to do just 
that at www.sierraclub.com/power2change.

 
Jeanette Middleton

Summit Hill

Replaying the race card
To the editor:

U.S. Representative James Clyburn, a superdelegate from 
South Carolina and the third-ranking Democrat in the House 
of Representatives, has again criticized former President 
Bill Clinton about Clinton’s equating Obama’s victory in 
South Carolina’s January primary to that of the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson’s in South Carolina’s 1988 primary. Clyburn 
remains infuriated over this and felt as did many in the black 
community that Clinton’s comments were meant to diminish 
Obama’s success in the South Carolina campaign. 

Although Clinton’s comments were unnecessarily glib and 
boorish, especially for an ex-president, they, like Obama’s 
words about how Pennsylvanians in stress retreat to their 
guns and Bibles, were poorly chosen with cameras and 
microphones recording their every utterance. However, with 
all the blatant racial divisions this campaign has exposed, it 
isn’t necessary to misuse poorly chosen words to invent new 
racial divisions.

Paul Peter Paulos
Macalester-Groveland

An embarrassment to St. Paul
To the editor:

I was appalled when I read about City Council member 
Dave Thune’s remarks about drunken Republicans puking in 
the streets of St. Paul (Villager, April 9). While I respectfully 
disagree with Mr. Thune’s decision not to let St. Paul bars 
operate a couple of hours longer during the Republican 
National Convention, as a City Council member he has the 
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If the eaves on your house are sagging in one spot a rafter is likely

cracked, and it’s no laughing matter, Garlock-French can help.

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service.
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right to do what he thinks is best for the city. 
What I don’t respect is the way he conducted 
himself in explaining why he doesn’t support 
the proposal. I love our great city and feel 
blessed to live here. We are honest, good-
hearted citizens who make this city great, and 
we expect our leaders to lead with dignity. 
Mr. Thune let us down and embarrassed 
the city with his ignorant remarks, and I 
want others to know that his words did not 
represent the good, hard-working people of 
St. Paul. 

Lonny Leitner
Summit Hill

Loose lips in City Hall
To the editor:

Regarding a certain City Council member’s 
response to the proposed 4:00 a.m. closing 
time for St. Paul bars during the Republican 
National Convention (Villager, April 9): 
My Italian mother had a saying that might 
apply here: In bocca chiusa, non ci entra 
mosche. Loosely translated, it means, “If you 
keep your mouth shut, you’ll never get into 
trouble.”

Reno Rossini
North End

Fresh air, cold fannies
Dear editor:

Dave Wright’s column “Enjoy the Dome 
while you can” (Villager, April 9) hit the nail 
on the head. The bigger question, however, 
might be whether or not a new generation 
of fans born after 1982 and accustomed 
to indoor baseball will adjust to outdoor 
baseball. The months of April and May can 

be chilly. What will the new ballpark have 
to compensate—state-of-the-art seating 
heaters? 

Steven Hubbell
Downtown St. Paul

Support homeless vets
To the editor:

Where is our nation’s conscience? One of 
the most depressing articles that I have read 
indicated that one out of every four homeless 
people is a veteran. These human beings 
were sent to fight for our freedom and way of 
life, facing possible injury or death in doing 
so. And our reaction is, “What have you done 
for us lately?” 

Where is our nation’s conscience? It lies 
with each and every one of us, and we should 
be deeply ashamed.

Tom Birbilis
Highland Park

Summer savings
Editor:

Over the past few years, I have been able to 
save some energy by turning my hot-water 
heater down. Right around May 1, I turn 
the water heater dial down one notch. Six 
months later (November 1), I move it back to 
its original setting. It’s easy. Try it and see for 
yourself.

Todd Seabury-Kolod
Macalester-Groveland

E-mail your letter to the editor of the 
Villager at letters@myvillager.com, fax it 
to 651-699-6501 or mail it to the Villager, 
757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116.
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By Bill Stieger

I had surgery last week and it proved 
to be quite an interesting ordeal. It 
was a plumbing problem typical of 

males in their mid-50s. Fortunately, it 
wasn’t cancerous, but it was a problem that 
Flomax couldn’t fix. (Don’t you just love 
those drug names?) The urologist sent me 
a brochure that called the procedure “green 
light laser surgery.”

I’ve had a few minor surgeries in my day, 
but the thought of having one in the area of 
my prostate rather unnerved me. Perhaps 
my trepidation was due to some primordial 
instinct that has roped through male DNA 
since the dawn of time, a visceral fear that 
hits a man when he realizes that he’s on the 
way down, that he’ll soon be abandoned 
with his favorite sled dog, drifting out onto 
Arctic waters on a block of ice.

That was the grim image that came to 
mind in the days leading up to the proce-
dure. And the pre-op exam I’d taken the 
previous week—good taste dictates that 
I spare you the details—did nothing to 
improve my outlook.

Arriving at United Hospital, I had a 
lump in my throat and the old pumper was 
thumping in my thorax. The young woman 
who checked me in at registration wore a 
pink pullover with a pattern of charcoal-
colored skulls. Her shirt didn’t calm me 
down in the least.

Here’s a tip for anyone about to set a 
date for surgery: Be the first patient your 
surgeon sees that day. Any other time 
and you’re sure to get in much later than 
scheduled. I found the surgery wing of 
the hospital, wrapped myself in a smock, 
and donned sanitary stockings and a noisy 
paper bathrobe. My surgeon soon arrived at 
my room to announce  that he had a patient 
with complications, and I’d have to wait at 

least another two and a half hours. Swell.
Fortunately, my girlfriend was along. She 

had taken the day off to drive me home 
after the operation. She paced the halls 
with me, listened patiently to my griping 
(no food or water allowed) and bought me 
three newspapers that I read in four min-
utes without remembering a single story. 
I finally began to relax after my body had 
gotten past its scheduled time of invasion. 
In fact, I almost forgot why I was there. We 
returned to my room and chatted to pass 
the time.

After an hour back in the room, I began 
to grow frustrated. An expletive slipped 
from my lips just as the nurse and anes-
thesiologist arrived. They heard me, and I 
apologized.

The nurse hooked up the IV tube and 
I began to relax again. Then the anesthe-
siologist did her thing. Before I knew it, I 
was being wheeled out of my room. I gazed 
woozily down the hallway between my two 
stockinged feet sticking out from the bot-
tom of the blanket.

“I’ve seen this before,” I said to the nurses. 
The view was right out of “ER.”

Suddenly I was wheeled around a corner 
and my gurney banged against two doors 
of burnished aluminum. There I was, in the 
inner sanctum.

The last thing I remember was rolling 
onto the surgery table. When I woke up I 
was in the recovery room with someone 
handing me a cup of ice chips.

I was back in the passenger seat of my 
Ford Ranger within two hours, drugged, 
sporting a catheter and babbling incoher-
ently. But I was glad it was over. Two days 
later I was as good as new.

My point? Well, if I have to have one, I’d 
say, if you’re about to go into routine sur-
gery, don’t sweat it. You won’t even be there 
for the bad part.

Minor surgery and the misery 
of the outpatient urology lab
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MUSIC STUDY FOR ALL AGES, LEVELS
Call to tour or visit us at stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net

By Jane McClure

The 150th anniversary of Minnesota’s 
statehood will be marked on Sunday, 
May 11, with much fanfare, but May 

11, 1858, was just another day for the denizens 
of the Gopher State. News traveled slowly in 
those days and the local newspapers did not 
report Minnesota’s admittance into the union 
until May 14. But even then, “no demonstra-
tions were made over the event,” wrote histo-
rian J. Fletcher Williams in his 1876 book, The 
History of the City of St. Paul. “The state’s first 
officers were quietly sworn in on May 24.”

Minnesotans had waited several years for 
the territory to become the 32nd state, few as 
longingly as Henry Hastings Sibley, who was 
sworn in on May 24 as the state’s first governor. 
Sibley had lived in what would become Min-
nesota since 1834 when he settled in Mendota 
to ply the fur trade. In 1838 he was appointed 
a justice of the peace by the governor of Iowa. 
Land west and south of the Mississippi River 
was then part of Iowa Territory. Land east and 
north of the river was Michigan Territory.

By 1848, Iowa, Michigan and Wisconsin 
had been granted or were on the verge of be-
ing granted statehood, leaving Minnesota’s 
status somewhat uncertain. So that August, 
Sibley was elected by the local populace to 
represent them in Congress with the primary 
goal of obtaining territorial status for Minne-
sota.

It wasn’t easy. According to Williams’ his-
tory, one member of Congress expressed his 
reservations by describing Minnesota as a “hy-
perborean region” whose climate had more in 
common with the Arctic that the U.S.

At the time, the threshold for becoming a 
U.S. territory was a population of 5,000, and 
Minnesota had about 4,500 residents in 1848, 
according to Minnesota Territorial Pioneers, 
an organization of descendants of those who 
settled in these parts prior to statehood. How-
ever, Sibley persevered, writing newspaper 
and magazine articles about the virtues of the 
region, and in March 1849 Minnesota Terri-
tory was created.

Apparently, Minnesota’s elevation to state-
hood had been anticipated for some time, be-
cause Sibley was elected as the state’s first gov-
ernor in the fall of 1857. After taking office the 

following year, he and his family moved from 
their stone home in Mendota to a new home 
in Lowertown, then one of the finer residen-
tial neighborhoods in St. Paul. Two years later, 
the city was a bustling river town of 10,401, 
according to the U.S. Census. 

Western Avenue was St. Paul’s western 
boundary in 1858. West of Western was a 
sparsely populated countryside occupied by 
farmers and large-scale gardeners. The south-
western portion of what is now St. Paul had 
not been opened for settlement until 1848. 
Before that it was part of the Fort Snelling 
military reserve. 

Fort Snelling, the site for which was select-
ed in 1805 by Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, finally 
began to take shape in 1819. In due time, it 
attracted settlers to the land around it. Some 
were from the failed Selkirk Colony along the 
Red River to the northwest. Others were for-
mer soldiers and their families.

The settlers, or squatters as they were called, 
created problems for commanders of the fort. 
One complaint, according to Williams, was 
the sale of alcohol to the fort’s soldiers by the 
residents of a hamlet known as Old Rum Town 
in present-day Highland Park. The most no-
torious of their number was Pig’s Eye Parrant. 
In May 1840, the Army forcibly removed him 
and the rest of the residents of Old Rum Town 
and burned their homes. Some of the families 
moved north of the military reserve to what is 
now South Minneapolis. Others moved down 
river to what is now downtown St. Paul, where 
they established a tiny village known as Pig’s 
Eye Landing until its rechristening in 1841 as 
St. Paul.

In 1843, Stephen Desnoyer settled north of 
the Fort Snelling military reserve near what 
is now Desnoyer Park and built a farmhouse 
and inn. Father Joseph Corrigan’s History of 
St. Mark’s and the Midway District described 
Desnoyer as a “short, rotund, jovial French 
Canadian.” Much of what was his farm is 
now the Town and Country Club golf course. 
In May 1858, that area north of present-day 
Marshall Avenue and extending into what 
is now the city of Roseville was organized as 
Rose Township or Rosetown. By 1860, it had 
a population of 488.

William Finn was the first permanent resi-
dent of what was to be called Reserve Town-

ship, after the former military reservation. 
In 1848 Finn established a claim in the area 
bounded by the Mississippi River and pres-
ent-day Marshall, Fairview and St. Clair av-
enues, according to Donald Empson’s history, 
On the Street Where You Live.

Reserve Township—which was bounded 
by Marshall Avenue on the north, the Mis-

sissippi River on the west and south and 
Dale Street on the east—was established in 
May 1858 by the men who lived in the area. 
Mostly farmers, they met at the farmhouse of 
William Nevin near the present-day intersec-
tion of Ford Parkway and Cleveland Avenue 

The way we were
A look back at the Villager area 
on the cusp of Minnesota statehood

STATEHOOD DAY  c13

Three views of St. Paul circa 1858-59: A Red River ox-cart train at 3rd and Washington 
streets (top); a Fort Garry dog-sled team near West 7th and Walnut streets ( middle); and 
four steamboats docked at the lower levee on the Mississippi River.

photos courtesy of minnnesota historical Society

FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $385 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/08
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241
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Dermatology Consultants, P. A.

For all your medical, surgical,
and cosmetic dermatological needs.

Now accepting
new patients!

St. Paul Offi ce:
280 Snelling Avenue North, St. Paul, MN 55104
Our other clinics are located in Vadnais Heights, Eagan and Woodbury.

For appointments at any of our clinics: 

651-209-1600

Visit our website at www.dermatologyconsultants.com

THE REDBALLOON
BO OK SH OP
CHILDREN’S BOOKS, ETC.

891 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105
651/224-8320

redballoonbookshop.com

M e e t   G a i l   C a r s o n   L e v i n e

Tue., May 13th
7:00 p.m.

Ever   9780061229626
Harper Collins  $16.99

A u t h o r   o f 
E l l a   E n c h a n t e d 

COMMONWEALTH
PROPERTIES
INCORPORATED

Distinctive Office
and

Commercial Space
in St. Paul’s

Historic Cathedral Hill,
Downtown,

and Lowertown.

651-224-5845

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

Minnesota became the 32nd state in 
the union on May 11, 1858. The 
150th anniversary of that occasion 

will be commemorated on Sunday, May 11, 
and the weekend of May 17-18 with a host 
of events on the state Capitol grounds. The 
schedule includes:

Sunday, May 11
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.—Open house at the Capi-

tol, a rare lighting of the magnificent chande-
lier in the Capitol rotunda and a demonstra-
tion of period dances to popular music of the 
1850s and 1860s.

3:00 p.m.—Group picture of former state 
officials and their descendants.

3:30 p.m.—Sesquicentennial Wagon Train, 
which departs from Fort Snelling at 11:00 
a.m. with eight wagons, two buggies and 26 
mounted riders, arrives at the Capitol after 
following a route along Minnehaha Avenue 
and 46th Street in South Minneapolis and 
Ford Parkway, Cleveland and Summit av-
enues in St. Paul. 

3:45-4:30 p.m.—Presentation of the colors 
by the First Minnesota Regiment, the play-
ing of the national anthem and the state song, 
brief remarks by Governor Tim Pawlenty 
and U.S. Senators Norm Coleman and Amy 
Klobuchar, and a reading by the three win-
ners of a grade-school essay contest on “What 
Statehood Means Today and Into the Future.”

4:30 p.m.—Church bells ring.

Saturday, May 17
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.—Exhibits, refresh-

ments and music and other entertainment 
by the Hayor Bibimma Dance Group, the Fat 
Cats, Cyril Paul and the Calypso Monarchs, 
the Black Story Tellers Alliance, Josiah Word-
sworth, the Westside Band and Kid Power with 
Rachel Kroog. Donations will be accepted for 
the local emergency food shelf network.

12:30 p.m.—Flyover by 44 vintage aircraft.
1:00 p.m.—Issuance of the Minnesota’s Ses-

quicentennial Commemorative U.S. Postage 
Stamp. The artist whose image appears on the 
stamp, Richard Hamilton Smith of Park Rap-
ids, will sign autographs on poster-size repro-
ductions of the stamp.

1:00-5:00 p.m.—Free guided tours of the 
Capitol by actors portraying characters from 
Minnesota history.

Sunday, May 18
1:00-5:00 p.m.—Free guided tours of the 

Capitol by actors portraying characters from 
Minnesota history.

4:00 to 9:00 p.m.—Exhibits, refreshments 
and music and other entertainment by Salsa 
del Soul, Young Dance, poet and storyteller 
Rose McGee, the Theatre of Fools, Tales with 
Tails, the Teddy Bear Band, the Jack Brass 
Band and the Chris Koza Band. Donations 
will be accepted for the local emergency food 

shelf network.
6:58 p.m.—National Guard flyover.
7:00-8:30 p.m.—Ceremony honoring pub-

lic servants, citizen volunteers and members 
of the U.S. armed forces; performances by an 
all-state choir under the direction of Philip 
Brunelle, the University of Minnesota Jazz 
Ensemble, the Minnesota Sinfonia and the 
National Guard Band; speeches by Gover-
nor Tim Pawlenty and other dignitaries; the 
showing of slides from across the state; and a 
satellite linkup to troops stationed in Iraq.

8:45 p.m.—Fireworks over the Capitol.

Other sesquicentennial highlights
The Minnesota History Center at 345 W. 

Kellogg Blvd. will hold an open house from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 11. One of 
only 25 remaining original copies of the Dec-
laration of Independence, printed on July 4, 
1776, in John Dunlap’s shop in Philadelphia, 
is on view there through May 18. From 1:00 
to 5:00 p.m. on May 17 and 18, free transpor-
tation will be provided between the History 
Center and the state Capitol compliments of 
the Minnesota State Bar Association. Admis-
sion to view the Declaration of Independence 
and a host of historical Minnesota documents, 
including two handwritten versions of the 
state Constitution, is free. Call 651-259-3000.

Former state officials or their descendants 
who are interested in being in the photograph 
that will be taken on the Capitol steps on May 
11 are invited to contact the sesquicentennial 
offices at info@mn150years.org or 651-296-
1870. Participants will begin lining up at 2:30 
p.m. on May 11 on the south steps. 

Singers of any age interested in performing 
with the all-state Sesquicentennial Chorus on 
May 18 are invited to contact choir coordina-
tor Anna Johnson at mn150choir@gmail.com 
or visit www.mn150years.org and click on the 
choral link under “Get Involved.”

Sesquicentennial celebration 
will peak over two weekends

to elect officers and begin planning roads and 
schools. The township’s first east-west road, 
St. Clair Avenue, was surveyed that same year, 
according to Empson.

Reserve Township had a population of 249 
in 1860. Much of the land had been purchased 
in 1854 at an auction in Stillwater. Those who 
had already settled on the land attended the 
auction clad in red shirts for identification. 
Armed with clubs, they stood in a circle to 
prevent outsiders from bidding on any of the 
5,000 acres that were on the block, according 
to The History of Ramsey County and the City 
of St. Paul.

Although there are several pre-Civil War 
and Civil War-era homes still standing in St. 
Paul’s Irvine Park and Uppertown neighbor-
hoods, few of the original farmhouses in Re-

serve Township remain. One is the 1857 house 
at 2064 Randolph Ave. known as the Knaphe-
ide house. The American Institute of Architects 
Guide to the Twin Cities by Larry Millett iden-
tifies the Knapheide house as the oldest house 
still standing in Highland Park, although it 
was moved a short distance in 1890 to make 
way for the extension of Randolph Avenue.

Like Reserve Township, parts of Mendota 
and what is now South Minneapolis were also 
once part of the Fort Snelling military reser-
vation. Mendota, a former fur trading post, 
had grown by 1858 into a town of several 
hundred people. The small farms that dotted 
the countryside around it and what is now 
South Minneapolis, Highland Park, Macales-
ter-Groveland and Merriam Park produced 
grain, livestock, fruits and vegetables for resi-
dents of the growing communities of St. Paul, 
St. Anthony and Minneapolis.

Minnesota’s soon-to-be Governor Henry 
Hastings Sibley (center) with cronies Joe 
Rolette (right) and possibly Franklin Steele 
in 1957.  minnnesota historical Society

12b STATEHOOD DAY
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Do your
prescription
drugs cost
too much?

Join University of Minnesota staff for 
individual information sessions on 

how to get the best value
for your healthcare dollar!

Pro Pharmacy
242 S. Cleveland Ave.

May 13, 2008  10 am to 12 noon

Bring your medications
or drug list!

Free gift to all attending!

Questions, call:
651-698-0825

Made possible by:
U of M College of Pharmacy  |  Minnesota Senior Federation  |  Consumer Reports Best Buy Drugs

this mother’s day
give her something phresh!

family owned and operated

937 grand avenue saint paul • 651.227.6371

spa•salon

receive $10 off a $100 gift card!
includes  special packaging along with

a menu of spa service ideas for her to choose from.
offer valid now through Mothers Day, May 11th

937 grand avenue, st. paul / phreshspasalon.com / 651.227.6371

Open 7 Days a Week 8am–10pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Eat In or Take Out • Catering Available
Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul • 651-690-2212

Free Piece of Baklawa

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 5/31/08

Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St., will celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of its merger with a “A Toast to Cretin-Derham 
Hall” from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. Saturday, May 17, in the school’s 
field house. Alumni, faculty, parents and friends are invited. 
The toast will be celebrated at 8:30 p.m., followed by dancing 
to the George Hottinger Blues Band. There will be hors 
d’oeuvres, a dessert buffet and a cash bar (guests must be 21 or 
older). Admission is $25. Call Terri Minni at 651-696-3318 or 
visit www.cretin-derhamhall.org to register.

A wellness relay walk will be held on Tuesday, May 20 by 
six elementary schools in Highland Park and Macalester-
Groveland. A baton and wellness banner will be exchanged 
at each school participating in the relay. Walkers will start at 
Expo School at 9:30 a.m. and travel to Randolph Heights at 
9:45,  Groveland at 10:25, Mann at 10:45, Highland at 11:05, 
Homecroft at 11:30 and then back to Highland to finish 
around noon. 

St. Thomas Academy recently won the Minnesota Economics 
Challenge. Team members included seniors Jason Davis, Cody 
Evans, Eric Harms and Charlie Nocker. The competition tests 
students’ economic understanding and reasoning abilities in 
both individual and team categories. STA will compete in a 
regional competition against 11 other states, with the winner 
advancing to the national competition in New York. Visit 
www.mcee.umn.edu/programs/econchallenge.html.

A fundraiser for the Jamaican Special Scholarship Fund will 
be held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Thursday, May 22,  in the Klas 
Center at Hamline University. The evening will feature jerk 
chicken, wine, rice and beans, music and a silent auction. 
Proceeds will be used to help Jamaican students attend college. 
Tax-deductible donations also may be sent to Dan Loritz, at 
Hamline University, 1536 Hewitt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55101. 
For details, call Dr. Bob Ellison at 651-335-8077.

St. Paul NEAT (Network of Education Action Teams) will 
hold a conversation with St. Paul School Board members on 
the district budget and achievement gap from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Saturday May 17, at the American Indian Education 
Center, 579 Wells St. Call Roxy Foster at 651-442-8914 or 

Jacquie Thomas at 651-285-7185. Visit stpaulneat.org.

The Experimental College of the Twin Cities (EXCO) based 
at Macalester College will offer free summer classes beginning 
June 16. Applications are due by May 16. Teachers also are 
needed. For information on teaching or taking a class this  
summer, visit www.EXCOtc.org.

St. Paul College’s Continuing Education Department will 
present a class on Minnesota workers’ compensation from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, May 14, at the college, 317 Marshall 
Ave.  The fee is $65. To register, call 651-846-1800.

Rebecca Gibson, a junior at Highland Park Senior High 
School, took first place in extemporaneous reading at last 
month’s Class AA state speech tournament.

Convent of the Visitation School, 2455 Visitation Drive, 
Mendota Heights, will hold an informational program at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 13. Families will be able to learn about 
Montessori preschool through grade 8 and summer school. 
Visitation is coed through grade 6 and college-preparatory, 
girls only in grades 7-12. Call 651-683-1700.

St. Thomas Academy seniors Robert Kelly, Gabe 
Kleinschmidt and Matt Miley were chosen for the 2008 
Salute to Youth awards in recognition of their achievements 
in volunteer projects, academia, sports, spiritual development 
and family. The annual awards are hosted by Degree of Honor, 
a St. Paul fraternal insurance society.

Highland Catholic School’s team, the MAN-iacs, won first 
place in the “Hit or Myth” category at the state Destina-
tion Imagination competition on April 19 at Chaska High 
School. The team now advances to the global competi-
tion at the University of Tennessee on May 23-24. The 
MAN-iacs, from left, include (back row) Fred Werner, Cole-
man Kramer, Andy Broadnax, Mikey Hagen and Justin 
Pariana; and (front row) Will Harens and Chase Mullarky. 
Team managers are Cathy Kramer, Jane Mullarky and 
Carol Broadnax.

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority unanimously approved a  
$1 million loan on April 23 for Project 

for Pride in Living (PPL) to repair its build-
ings at 700, 710 and 716 Selby Ave. The total 
cost of rehabilitating the buildings is expected 
to top $2.7 million.

The two-story building at 700 Selby Ave. 
was built in 1980 and has 13 apartments. The 
three-story buildings at 710 and 716 Selby Ave. 

date from 1902 and contain 12 units apiece.
City planning director Cecile Bedor said 

the buildings will provides supportive hous-
ing, which is a priority for the city. “We think 
this is a great way to reinvest in the commu-
nity,” she said.

The city money is coming from St. Paul’s 
HOME Program. PPL was also awarded 
$184,920 in Housing and Urban Development 
funds and $800,000 in funds from the Minne-
sota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA).

After inspecting the buildings, MHFA of-

ficials determined that all three were in need 
of substantial rehabilitation. The MHFA will 
likely contribute additional money to the proj-
ect. The buildings will get new roofs, boilers 
and windows. The kitchens and bathrooms 
will be remodeled, property code issues will 
be corrected, common spaces will be refur-
bished, and bedrooms will be added to effi-
ciency units. Other improvements will make 
the buildings more energy-efficient.

No one appeared before the HRA to speak 
against PPL’s request. However, some Sum-

mit-University Planning Council members 
had questions about turning 700 Selby into 
housing for the chronically homeless. The 
district council briefly discussed the proposal 
on April 22, but did not make a recommenda-
tion to the city.

Tenants of the three buildings will have 
access to PPL’s supportive housing services, 
which include job training, skills workshops 
and financial and welfare-to-work counseling. 
Rents will be kept affordable to households at 
or below the region’s median income.

HRA grants $1 million loan to rehab three Selby Ave. buildings

School Notes

Megan, left, and Natalie Kramer of Macalester-Groveland 
pose with Archbishop Desmond Tutu at the youthrive 
PeaceJam conference on April 12-13 in St. Paul. The two 
sisters studied about the Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
chose to raise awareness about the lack of water in South 
Africa and to raise money for Playpumps International, 
which provides wells that are activated by children 
playing on merry-go-rounds. Megan is a sophomore at 
Cretin-Derham Hall and Natalie attends Highland Junior 
High School.
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

New Patient Exam
$1*

Transferable. Please share with your family,
friends and co-workers.

Expires June 30, 2008

Snelling Avenue Dental
B.L. Bomberg, DDS   Kellee Stanton, DDS

604 South Snelling Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116

651-699-5600 • 651-699-1966 (fax)
*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com

Dr. B.L. BombergDr. B.L. Bomberg

Temple of Aaron Synagogue, 
616 S. Mississippi River Blvd., 
will host the following pro-
grams: the temple’s 98th an-
nual meeting and election 
of new board members at 
10:00 a.m. Sunday, May 18; 
and a “Soup Kitchen Ban-
quet” to benefit projects for 
the homeless and affordable 
housing at 5:15 p.m. Sunday, 
May 18 ($10-$15). Call 651-
698-8874. 

A healing Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 19, at Lumen Christi 
Catholic Church, 2055 Boh-
land Ave. The Reverend Ter-
ry Rasmussen will preside. 

Archbishop Harry Flynn 
was presented with a repro-
duction of the St. John’s Bible 
on April 24 at the Cathedral 
of St. Paul in honor of his re-
tirement. St. John’s University 
and the Frey family of Min-
neapolis presented Flynn 
with the first completed vol-
ume of the Heritage Edition 
of the Bible. The full-size re-
production is approximately 
2-feet tall, 3-feet wide when 
open and weighs 20 pounds.

Groveland Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship, 1671 
Summit Ave., will offer the 
following lectures at 10:15 
a.m. on Sundays: “Is God 
the Stone in Stone Soup?” by 
Abby Struck on May 11, and “Are You Excited 
by the Work You Do Every Day?” by Virginia 
Bergman on May 18. Call 651-731-0266.

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair 
Ave., will play host to guest preacher the Rev-
erend Richard A. Jensen on Sunday, May 18. 
A homiletics professor, author and longtime 
preacher on the national radio program “Lu-
theran Vespers,” Jensen will preach at the 8:30 

and 11:00 a.m. services and lead a discussion 
of the Christian themes in the music of Bono 
and U2 at 9:45 a.m. Call 651-699-6886.

Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 515 S. Albert 
St., is now celebrating Eucharistic Adoration 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and Mass at 5:00 p.m. 
on Sundays. Other Masses are celebrated at 
4:30 p.m. on Saturday and 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday.

Macalester Plymouth turns 150

Macalester Plymouth United Church, 1658 Lincoln 
Ave., will celebrate its 150th anniversary with a 
special service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, May 18, fol-

lowed by a birthday party with cake and ice cream. All cur-
rent and former members of the congregation, friends and 
neighbors are welcome to attend. Macalester Plymouth’s 
choir and bell choir will perform and an original drama 
will be presented. The congregation’s 2008 high school 
graduates will also be honored.

“Our congregation is a testament to the ability of God’s 
people to embrace change and opportunity,” said the Rev-
erend Heidi Vardemen, senior minister. “We’re a congrega-
tion that welcomes all, no matter where they might be on 
their spiritual journey.”

Macalester Plymouth United Church traces its roots 
to Plymouth Congregational Church, which held its first 
service on May 16, 1858, in downtown St. Paul. It moved 
to the corner of Mackubin Street and Holly Avenue and 
then to the corner of Princeton and Prior avenues before 
becoming part of Macalester Plymouth United Church in 
1968. 

Macalester Plymouth United Church also incorporates 
the congregations of First Presbyterian Church of Mer-
riam Park, organized in 1884 and later known as Merriam-
Lexington Presbyterian Church; Macalester Presbyterian 
Church, established in 1887 on the campus of Macalester 
College; Park Congregational Church, organized in 1883 
on St. Anthony Hill; Lexington Parkway Presbyterian 
Church, organized in 1911 at Dayton Avenue and Lexing-
ton Parkway; and Grace Community Church, organized in 
1921 at Prior and Princeton avenues.

Macalester Plymouth, which is affiliated with both the 
United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), has nearly 550 members today. For more informa-
tion about the church and its 150th anniversary, call 651-
698-8871 or visit www.macalester-plymouth.org. 

Religious Notes

Anne Scheller of Ma-
calester-Groveland and 
Jeanne Masanz of the 
West End have been 
named the Minnesota Li-
censed Family Child Care 
Association’s Providers of 
the Year. Scheller has been 
a licensed early child-
hood professional for 19 
years and is the owner of 
Anne’s Adventures. Ma-
sanz became a provider 
after her infant son’s heart 
surgery gave her an inter-
est in helping other fami-
lies dealing with similar 
issues. She has been a 
licensed early childhood 
professional for 20 years. The award is part of 
a celebration of Family Child Care Provider 
Week on May 4-10. Visit www.mlfcca.org

Maxine McCormick and Joseph Landsberg-
er, two longtime West End residents and vol-
unteers, were selected by the West 7th Com-
munity Center board as winners of the 2008 
David L. Sons Community Service Awards. 
McCormick is editor of the Community Re-
porter newspaper and has been active in the 
preservation and restoration of the Irvine 
Park neighborhood. Landsberger helped cre-
ate Upper Landing Park on the north end of 
the High Bridge, is a longtime volunteer for 
the West 7th/Fort Road Federation and Czech 

Slovak Sokol Minnesota. An awards dinner 
honoring McCormick and Landsberger will 
be held on Thursday, May 15, at Mancini’s 
Char House. Tickets are $25 and are available 
by visiting the West 7th Community Cen-
ter, 265 Oneida St., calling 651-298-5493 or  
e-mailing dward@west7th.org.

Iris Shiraishi, a Macalester-Groveland resi-
dent and Japanese taiko drumming artist, 
recently received the inaugural Award for 
Achievement in Asian American Performing 
Arts from Mu Performing Arts and Ellerbe 
Becket. The award, conceived by Mu artistic 
director Rick Shiomi, will honor one local and 
one national Asian American artist each year 
Also receiving the award was Tony Award-
winning playwright David Henry Hwang.

Air National Guard Airman Dominic Tuni-
son has graduated from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas. He is 
a 2007 graduate of St. Thomas Academy and 
the son of Linda Jungers of Lincoln Avenue.

The Schubert Club’s 85th annual scholarship 
competition attracted more 200 participants 
in 13 categories.  Finals were held on April 19 
at Macalester College. Local winners included 
first place in Junior High School Strings—cel-
list Aaron Wolff, grade 8, St. Paul Academy & 
Summit School; second place in Senior High 
School Brass & Woodwinds—flutist Hannah 
Peterson, grade 11, Central High School; and 
second place in Senior High School Piano Te-
resa Yang, grade 11, Central.

Names in the News

Scheller

Masanz



up to

50% off
sale merchandise

The MOTHER of

all sales
Friday, May 8    10am-7pm

and

Saturday, May 9   10am-5pm

Only at 
R.F. Moeller Jeweler’s

St. Paul - Highland Village Location

A
ll 

sa
le

s 
fi n

al
.

Incredible deals on:
Diamonds

Designer Jewelry
Fine Swiss Watches 

Pearls
Gold and Platinum 
Rings and Jewelry 



SALE

Mark Moeller didn’t think we should have a sale. 
Needless to say, he’s a little tied up at the moment.HIGHLAND VILLAGE

2065 FORD PARKWAY • ST. PAUL
(651) 698-6321

www.rfmoeller.com/sale

In case you're wondering whether "up to 50 % off" 
is a mistake, it isn’t. And no, R.F. Moeller Jeweler 
isn’t having a sale because business is bad. Quite 
the contrary, we're having a sale because business 
is great.

Let me explain. April 30 marks the end of our 
fi scal year–another record year for R.F. Moeller 
Jeweler. But here’s the situation I face: My 
chief fi nancial offi cer and my certifi ed public 
accountant would prefer that I turn some of 
our inventory into cash at this time to pay the 
government. And as much as I have an aversion 
to sales, believing that great value ought to be an 
everyday offering at our stores, they've convinced 
me that the best way to turn our inventory into 
immediate cash is to conduct a sale.

Thus, for a limited time only, R.F. Moeller Jeweler 
is selling watches, rings, pendants, bracelets and 
earrings by some of the most recognized names in 
the jewelry industry at UP TO 50 PERCENT OFF. 
But hurry. The sale will be conducted on Friday 
and Saturday, May 8-9, and only at our Highland 
Village store.

Mark Moeller, CEO
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     INVITATION TO
                  BID
       Minnesota Building
      46 E. 4th Street – St. Paul, MN
                   Bid Date: May 27, 2008

                at 4:00 p.m.
Sand Companies, Inc. is seeking qualified
MBE, WBE and SBE Subcontractors and
Material Suppliers.

Building Description - Renovation
and remodel of the existing Minnesota 
Building into a mixed use facility 
consisting of retail/office lease spaces 
and 137 units of affordable
rental housing.
NOTE: “Little” Davis-Bacon Wage Rates and
Employment Goal Guidelines, per City of
St. Paul requirements, apply to this project.

366 South 10thAvenue
Waite Park,MN56387
Phone: 320-202-3100
Fax: 320-202-3139
Contact: Ted Lindberg

We invite you to visit
 a local legacy.

Artisan Luxury Bags and Accessories
~Made in St. Paul~

Since 1905
Original Manufacturers of Gokey’s Bags

Main Retail Showroom and Headquarters:
678 West Seventh St, St Paul, MN 55102

651-222-7359    www.jwhulmeco.com

By Judy Woodward

We begin life so closely attached that 
we’re not sure where our person 
ends and hers begins. As adults 

we spend decades trying to detach ourselves 
from her. We love her and we fear her. We 
need her and we need her to leave us alone. 
We owe her everything and we repay her with 
sentimental cards and flowers on one Sunday 
each year. She’s our biggest supporter and our 
most devastating critic. We vow that we will 
never be like her—right up to the moment we 
first see her reflected in our aging face or hear 
her tone in our voice.

What may be the most complex of human 
relationships, that between a mother and 
daughter, is addressed in a new collection of 
essays by mostly Minnesota authors. Riding 
Shotgun: Women Write About Their Moth-
ers was edited by Macalester-Groveland poet 
Kathryn Kysar. She and several of the essay-
ists, including Shannon Olson, Susan Power 
and Ka Vang, will take part in a free Mother’s 
Day reading beginning at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
May 11, at the Virginia Street Swedenborgian 
Church, 170 N. Virginia St.

The book takes its title from Morgan Grace 
Willow’s essay, “Riding Shotgun for Stanley 
Home Products,” which describes how as a 
child Willow accompanied her mother on her 
rounds as a traveling saleswoman. For Kysar, 
it is a metaphor of the changing nature of the 
mother-daughter relationship. “Initially the 
mother is the driver and the daughter is the 
passenger,” she said. “Often as we go through 
life, though, there’s a flip.”

Despite its Mother’s Day release, the book is 
no bouquet for dear old Mom. Tough, clear-
eyed and unnervingly honest, the essays by 
the 21 daughter-writers range from Shannon 
Olson’s hilarious picture of a mother who 
communicates love by mailing off newspaper 
clippings, to Ka Vang’s harrowing account of 
a polygamous Laotian community where her 
newly married mother was attacked by her 

husband’s first wife with a bucket of hand gre-
nades.

“I wanted a balance in terms of culture, 
ethnicity and relations with the mother,” said 
Kysar. And as for age, she said, “the youngest 
contributors are in their 30s. You have to grow 
past the anger of the early 20s to understand 
the complexity of the relationship.”

Sometimes the mother is most clearly de-
fined by her absence. Essayist Jan Zita Grover 
of St. Paul’s Lowertown neighborhood writes 
of her clinically depressed mother whose 
greatest gift to her daughter was her mastery 
of a kind of German immigrant cooking that 
clashed with the Wonder Bread cuisine of the 
postwar California of Grover’s youth. Grover 
went on to become an accomplished cook in 
her own right, but it was only after she moved 
to Minnesota that she grasped the signifi-
cance of her mother’s hasenpfeffer and rosette 
cookies.

“If you’re lucky, when you’re older you can 
see family as subjects of history,” Grover said. 
“The food I found in Minnesota explained 
something about my mother.”

For essayist Susan Steger Welsh of Macal-
ester-Groveland, the problem wasn’t finding 
common ground with her mother but ac-
knowledging the life-threatening illness they 
shared. Welsh’s mother died of a rare cancer 
when Welsh was in her early 20s. Years later, 
when Welsh herself developed breast cancer, 
the uneasy comparisons with her mother’s life 
were inevitable. 

“Many women are blind-sided by a cancer 
diagnosis,” Welsh said. “Not me. I knew from 
a young age that you can die.” 

Welsh survived her cancer and at 53 is old-
er than her mother was when she died. “My 
mother’s early death made me vigilant and 
psychologically armed,” she said. “They say 
that the thing you can see is not the one that’s 
going to get you.”

Death was also a presence in essayist Car-
rie Pomeroy’s childhood. The Hamline-Mid-
way resident lost her father in a freak accident 

when she was 12. Her widowed mother was 
transformed overnight from her daughter’s 
ideal of glamorous womanhood into the 
tough-minded mainstay of her grieving fam-
ily. It wasn’t an easy passage for the teenage 
Pomeroy, who clashed with her mother as she 
strived to liberate herself from her strictures. 

Like many daughters, Pomeroy did not 
grasp the virtue of her mother’s newfound 
strength and perseverance until she too be-
came a mother. “Writing this essay helped me 
make peace with the past, to become closer 
to my mother,” she said. “There was the in-
evitable shock of recognition: There’s a strong 
resemblance between our faces, and her joys 
and struggles have shaped me. I remember her 

singing off-key to Cher. She danced and sang 
with (my sister and me). I see that coming 
through when I’m with my kids. And when I 
lose my temper, that’s my mother, too.”

In one respect, Pomeroy’s mother is prob-
ably not unlike many women profiled in the 
book. “She has mixed feelings (about my in-
clusion in the book),” Pomeroy said. “She’s 
very proud of me, but she’s a private person. A 
big part of her wishes I didn’t have the urge to 
air family feelings.”

Riding Shotgun will also be read by the writ-
ers at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, May 31, at Barnes 
and Noble, 2080 Ford Pkwy., and at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, June 19, at Micawber’s Books, 2238 
Carter Ave.

Mystic cords
of memory
Riding Shotgun: 21 daughters variously 
express their common bond with Mom

Kathryn Kysar of Macalester-Groveland, editor of the new mother-daughter anthology 
Riding Shotgun, with her children, Cole, 9, and Ada, 7.   Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Edgcumbe Montessori
   Serving the community for more than 20 years

        6 weeks – 6 years ~
          Full & Part-time
      Developmentally appropriate
      curriculum specifically designed
     to foster your child’s self esteem
         and learning potential

    Offering daily
• Creative dramatics • Spacious outdoor play • Yoga for children
• Music    area away from streets • Nutritious snacks
• Art • Fun creative cooking • Swimming• Science Activites   just for children

                   (at Snelling & Edgcumbe Rd.)

Immediate Toddler & Pre-School Openings
for Summer & Fall

                    Call 651-698-8059

Multicultural Curriculum
& International Outlook
Professionally trained
loving long term staff

   Enroll Now and Help
  Your Child Take Their First 
  Step Into the Future

Never a Better Time to Buy!

Exceptional multi-level home, 3 Bed/2 Bath, 
Hdwd fl oors, 3 season porch, lower level 
family room with gas fi replace and wet bar, 
gorgeous backyard with paver patio and 
built-in fi repit, priced to sell - hurry in!

$349,900

View homes at:  www.sherriandersonhomes.com
Sherri Anderson

612-201-7691
Call for Open House times

Full Service Realtor selling homes for 5% or less

� e possibilities are endless in this home -  8 
generous size bedrooms - 3 bedrooms on upper 
level could be converted into his and hers home 
offi  ces and/or hobby rooms, 3 baths, over 4,300 
fi nished sq. � ., large living spaces, slate fl oors, 
2 tiered deck, 3 car garage and workshop are 
approx. 985 sq. � . Don’t delay - call today!  

$449,000
Walk to the Miss. River,Minn. Falls and 
Highland Village.  Beautifully maintained 
home with 3 Bed/1 Bath, spacious eat-in
kitchen w/new refrig. and fl ooring, large 
fenced in backyard complete with paver 
patio.  Finish the lower level for an add’l.
1,000 sq. � .  You won’t be disappointed!

$239,900

1711 Lilac Lane          Mendota Heights 

Price Reduced $10,000

2108 Theresa St         Mendota Heights 1231 Cleveland Ave                    St. Paul 
Sarah Kane of Macalester-
Groveland has come up with 
something new to give mom 
this Mother’s Day. She has 
created Sugarcoat, designer 
vinyl decals for the minivan 
or car. The designs include 
flowers, vines and butterflies, 
are sold in long sheets of 
more than 20 decals and 
are packaged in a gift-ready 
box. According to Kane, the 
vinyl is a 3M product that is as easy to apply 
as a temporary tattoo and can withstand car 
washes and Minnesota weather. The decals 
cost $60-$65 per sheet and are removable, 
but not reusable. The idea for Sugarcoat was 
born five years ago when Kane, a mother 
of two, began searching for cool designs to 
make her minivan less “beige.” Disappointed 
with flames and lightning bolts, she realized 
that there was a market for different kinds of 
designs aimed at hip moms. For information, 
visit sugarcoatdecals.com.

The Highland Area GarageFest will be held 
by the Highland Business Association and 
Highland District Council on Friday and 
Saturday, May 16-17. Highland residents are 
being encouraged to conduct their own garage 
sales while businesses hold sidewalk sales and 
specials. Those who missed the registration 
deadline are invited to still put out a sign and 
participate. Call 651-259-1204.

BodyMind Chiropractic Center, 1650 
Iglehart Ave., will offer the following free 
presentations: “Inflammation and Under-
standing the Fire Within” at 7:45 p.m. Monday, 
May 12; and “How to Bring Variety into Your 
Diet and Have Fun” at 7:45 p.m. Monday, May 
19. Call 651-293-1497 to register.

Jeffrey J. Fenske of Macalester-Groveland has 
opened Fenske Law Office, 461 University 
Ave. Fenske, who earned his J.D. from William 
Mitchell College of Law in 1983, practices 
in the areas of business and real estate 
transactions and litigation, estate planning 
and probate and family law.

Indicia Interior Design and Furnishings 
has opened a new studio at 1279 St. Clair 

Ave. Owned and operated by Krista and 
Don Schwartz of Highland Park, the 5-year-
old business recently added two employees.
Krista has been working in the field of interior 
design for more than 15 years and was recently 
appointed to the board of the Minnesota 
Chapter of the American Society of Interior 
Designers. 

A “Morning Coffee Break” will be held by 
the Highland Business Association from 7:30 
to 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 29, at Pinehurst 
Bank, 757 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite 100. There 
is no fee to attend. Call the HBA office at 651-
699-9042 for information.

An “I Do Art” exhibit featuring the best 
works of area youngsters will be on display 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 17, 
at Peapods on Snelling and St. Clair avenues. 
Call 651-228-0385.

The Cosmo Club, a men’s biweekly luncheon 
service club, will meet from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7, at Axel’s Restaurant, 1318 
Highway 13, Mendota. Longtime member 
Mike Fish, owner of the Hat Trick Lounge in 
downtown St. Paul, will be honored for his 
outstanding fundraising achievements for the 
club. Call Charles Claude at 952-932-4215.

The Highland Business Association has 
elected the following board officers for 2008: 
president Chad Curran of Highland Bank, 
vice president Anne Langford of Langford 
Chiropractic, secretary Terry Cullen of 
Terrance M. Cullen Law Firm and treasurer 
Tom Schramer of Sevenich, Butler, Gerlach 
& Brazil. The HBA provides monthly 
membership events, business-to-business 
discounts and special promotions. Call 651-
699-9042 or visit www.highlandba.com.

Business Briefs

Sugarcoating the minivan for mom.

Elder Care Expo 2008 will be held from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday, May 9-
10, in the Education Building at the Minneso-
ta State Fairgrounds. The expo was started by 
Macalester-Groveland resident Julie Groshens 
after experiencing the elder care maze while 
looking for care for her mother. Experts will 
provide information on home care and hous-
ing options, adult protection, mental health 
issues, elder law, reverse mortgages and more. 
Admission is $8.00. Visit www.choosingelder-
care.com or call 651-204-0266.

The Metro Paint-A-Thon is celebrating its 
25th year of rallying volunteers to scrape, 
prime and paint the homes of low-income 
seniors and people with physical disabilities. 
More than 2,000 volunteers will paint around 
130 homes the weekend of August 2-3. For 
information on volunteering or applying to 
have a house painted, call 612- 721-8687, ext 
321 or visit www.gmcc.org/paint-a-thon. The 
deadline to apply is May 9.

A senior driver refresher class will be offered 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 
20, at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. 
Paul Ave. The course is for those who have al-
ready taken the eight-hour class and qualify to 
take a refresher course every three years. The 
fee is $10. Call 651-698-0751.

St. Paul Community Education’s Senior 
Program is offering a trip to New Ulm and 
Walnut Grove to take in the Bavarian Blast 

& Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant on Friday 
through Sunday, July 18-20. Tour includes 
coffee & roll stop, six meals, all admissions, 
two nights lodging at Seven Gables Inn, mo-
torcoach transportation and guide. The cost 
is $325-$425. Registration and payment are 
due by May 16. Pickup will be at 7:00 a.m. at 
Bridge View School, 360 Colborne St. Call 
651-293-8811.

A Seniors in Mind program on “Minnesota 
Music and Memories” will be presented at 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 13, at 
the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Emcee Stan Turner will take seniors on 
a musical journey through Minnesota history. 
He will be joined by the Percy Hughes quartet 
and The Velvet Tones choral group. The pro-
gram is free. Senior admission to the museum 
is $6.00. Call 651-259-3000.

The Thompson Park Activity Center in West 
St. Paul is offering the following activities: a 
pre-mother’s day tea at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
May 10 ($6.00); hoagie sandwiches and penny 
bingo from noon to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, May 
29 ($3.00); and an AARP driver safety refresh-
er course from noon to 4:00 p.m. Thursday, 
July 17. The center also is offering special trips 
throughout the summer, including a river 
cruise on June 17, the Medicine Show Music 
Company on July 10, an artists’ cruise on Au-
gust 5, Yankee Doodle Dandy at the Ordway 
on August 10 and 42nd Street at Chanhassen 
on August 23. Call 651-450-8291.

Senior News
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Jim:  The first Minnesota Centennial Showboat was built in 1899-
but first served as a maritime courthouse visited by four U.S. Presi-
dents. It was anchored on the U of M’s East Bank for many years, and 
was the venue for theater productions-until destroyed by fire from a 
welder’s spark on Jan. 27th, 2000.  A new Centennial Showboat was 
built and arrived at its current docking site at Harriet Island Regional 
Park on April 17, 2002. U of M Showboat Players are presenting 
starting June 13, “The Count of Monte Cristo.” For tickets, (dinner 
shows are Fri and Sat eves.), call 651-227-1100.

651-690-8556
www.jimburtongroup.com

The Burton Group knows
Highland ~ Mac-Grove

~ Mendota!

The Villager reader asks: Any unusual facts?”

Jim Burton 
Realtor

“What’s great about St. Paul?”

For information call  651.699.5560

      Spring Fest
       Flower Sale
Saturday, May 10, 10 a.m. –6 p.m.

   Featuring the  Splatter Sisters    12 Noon
 There will be concessions, art and games for the
 children, a Master Gardener to answer gardening
 questions, and flowers to purchase for Mother’s Day.
            Flowers from Pahl’s Nursery, Apple Valley
           Partially funded by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

  Immanuel Lutheran Church Parking Lot
   Snelling & Goodrich Ave. (across from Macalester College)
              Proceeds to Cherish the Children
                     and ILC General Fund.

   MERRIAM PARK PAINTING
     Call Ed at 651-224-3660 or Norm at 651-208-7294

  www.mppainting.com   

Ed          Norm

Immediate
Availability Exterior

Painting!
                  25 Years in Business
     Certified Lead Removal Firm   •  Carpentry & Wood Repairs

                   Licensed, Bonded & Insured

•
Free

Estimates
•

PaintingContractor
established 1992

Schnitzer

2 Time

HenrySchnitzer.com
651-224-4525

2 Time
Historic Award Winner

Interior • Exterior

252 So. Snelling         651-698-0783

shirt laundry special
$1.89 per shirt, 2 shirt min.

new seamstress – alterations available 
9am-1pm, tues-wed-thur

 3244 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN (612) 721-6611    

A welcoMING
coNGReGATIoN

Sunday Worship – 9:30 am

Education Hour: 11:00 am
Childcare Provided

www.christchurchluth.org

Pastor Kristine Carlson
Christ Church
L U T H E R A N

The following police calls were gathered 
from recent Community Watch reports 
provided by the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s 
Department. For more information, visit 
www.co.ramsey.mn.us/sheriff/communi-
tywatch.htm.

Highland Park
Robbery—TCF Bank, 2163 Ford 

Pkwy., was robbed at about 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 4.

Theft—A 22-inch television was sto-
len from Radio Shack, 2026 Ford Pkwy., 
at about 9:00 p.m. Monday, April 14. 
Four suspects were seen fleeing west-
bound on Ford Parkway in a Dodge 
Charger. 

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—Three men robbed anoth-

er man of his cell phone and wallet on 
the 1100 block of Selby Avenue at about 
1:30 a.m. Thursday, April 10. The victim 
was taken to Regions Hospital with mi-
nor head injuries.

Miscellaneous—A SWAT team as-
sisted Minneapolis Police and Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agents in execut-
ing a search warrant on the 1100 block 
of Selby Avenue at about 5:00 p.m. Tues-
day, April 15.

—Police took an informational report 
for the FORCE Unit regarding possible 
drug dealing on the 1200 block of Port-
land Avenue on Wednesday, April 16.

Merriam Park
Burglary—The Avanti convenience 

store at Marshall and Cleveland avenues 
was broken into between 11:00 p.m. 
Wednesday and 12:30 a.m. Thursday, 
April 9-10. 

—An apartment unit on the 1900 
block of Marshall Avenue was burglar-
ized between 10:00 p.m. Thursday and 
8:00 a.m. Friday, April 10-11.  

—An attempted burglary occurred 
on the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue 
between 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. Monday, 
April 14, while the residents were home. 

Theft—The passenger window of an 
automobile was smashed and the face-
plate of a stereo was taken from the ve-
hicle at the University of St. Thomas be-
tween 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. Friday, April 4. 
Electronic equipment also was reported 
stolen at St. Thomas the previous day.

—A car was stolen at Auto Techni-
cal Inc., 461 N. Wilder St., between 3:00 
p.m. Friday and 9:00 a.m. Monday, April 

4-7. The dealer said the car was not driv-
able and must have been stolen by some-
one with a tow truck.

—A theft from auto occurred at St. 
Thomas between noon and 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 11. The steering column 
was also damaged in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to steal the vehicle.

Weapons—Two 20-year-old St. Paul 
men were arrested for possession of an 
assault weapon after a loaded handgun 
was found in a car that police stopped 
for a traffic violation at Concordia and 
Snelling avenues at about 4:00 a.m. 
Monday, April 14.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A home on the 1900 block 

of  Princeton Avenue was broken into at 
about 9:00 p.m. Saturday, April 5.

—Immanuel Lutheran Church, 104 S. 
Snelling Ave., was broken into at about 
10:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 15. 

Robbery—Two men robbed two 
women of a purse on the 1400 block of 
Osceola Avenue at about 9:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 4.

Theft—A suspect stole eight cartons 
of cigarettes valued at $357 from Wal-
greens on Snelling and Randolph av-
enues at 8:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13. 

Assault—A 31-year-old woman was 
arrested for domestic assault on the 2100 
block of Goodrich Avenue after she hit 
her boyfriend with a candlestick stand 
and a clothes iron just before midnight 
Saturday, April 12. The man was taken 
to the hospital with severe lacerations.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A home on the 1400 block 

of Ashland Avenue was broken into be-
tween 6:30 and 10:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
5. A witness saw a male carry a dark-col-
ored duffel bag out the back door. The 
suspect was described as about 5-foot-
10, 150-160 pounds and was wearing a 
dark hooded sweatshirt.

—Money was stolen from the upstairs 
of a home that was broken into on the 
1300 block of Ashland Avenue between 
noon and 4:00 p.m. Monday, April 14. 
There was forced entry through the back 
door.  

Summit Hill
Burglary—A home on the 900 block 

of St. Clair Avenue was burglarized be-
tween 2:30 and 5:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 10. Several items were moved, but 

nothing appeared missing. 
Theft—Money was stolen from the 

safe at the Wild Onion, 788 Grand Ave., 
between 3:30 and 9:00 a.m. Monday, 
April 14.

Summit-University
Burglary—A vacant, condemned 

house on the 700 block of Dayton Av-
enue was broken into between March 26 
and April 3.

West End
Burglary—A home on the 600 block 

of Jefferson Avenue was burglarized be-
fore 4:00 a.m. Saturday, April 5. Numer-
ous electronic items were found broken 
inside the house.

—An ATM was broken into and mon-
ey was taken in a burglary at Mancini’s 
Char House, 531 W. 7th St., between 
1:00 and 4:00 a.m. Thursday, April 3.

—The old Schmidt Brewery on West 
7th Street was broken into between 6:00 
p.m. Thursday and 6:00 a.m. Friday, 
April 3-4.

—Liquor Barrel, 665 W. 7th St., was 
burglarized at about 8:00 a.m. Sunday, 
April 6. A window was broken and bot-
tles of alcohol were taken. 

—A home  on the 400 block of Michi-
gan Street was broken into between 
10:00 p.m. Thursday and 2:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 10-11. The front windows and 
back door were broken. The house was 
ransacked and several items were sto-
len. 

Theft—A fire ring was stolen from a 
backyard on the 900 block of James Av-
enue between 8:00 p.m. Wednesday and 
8:00 a.m. Thursday, April 9-10.

—DVD players were stolen from the 
W. 7th Community Center, 265 Oneida 
St., between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 15.

Assault—En route to a call at Adams 
Elementary School, 615 S. Chatsworth 
St., police saw a Chevy Blazer turn in 
front of another car and take off speed-
ing at Bay Street and Randolph Avenue 
at about 11:30 p.m. Friday, April 11. 
Police then realized that the driver of 
the Blazer was chasing another vehicle. 
Neither car would stop for police. The 
Blazer rammed the second vehicle sev-
eral times. The chase ended when the 
Blazer again hit the other car at Jefferson 
and Osceola avenues. Both female driv-
ers, ages 20 and 26, were arrested for ag-
gravated assault.

Crime Report
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“Hurray, Hurray the first of May
our 50% OFF FRAMES SALE…

                                         starts today”!

Don’t forget, schedule an eye exam with our own Dr. Jenna Sculley.

“Hurray for big savings!” Get 50% off the everyday price
on frames (up to $100 discount) during the entire month of
May. We mean what we say when we say every day in

May is 50% off frames.... and that goes for everyone
in your family. P.S. Bring your friends too!

No other discounts apply, no refunds on previous orders, cannot be combined with insurance benefits. Not valid on Plano Sunglasses or Maui jim Sunglasses.
Offer expires May 31, 2008. Valid on purchase of complete pair of eyewear (frames & lenses)

Highland Park • 772 Cleveland Ave. S.• St. Paul, MN  55116• (651) 224-2883        Falcon Heights • 1542 Larpenteur Ave. W. • Falcon Hts., MN  55113 • (651) 645-1976

Pilgrim
Lutheran
Church

2008 Distinguished Preacher Series
Sunday, May 18

Worship – 8:30 & 11 am
Preacher – The Rev. Dr. Richard A. Jensen

Homiletics Professor, Author, Preacher
Forum – 9:45 am

“An Introduction to the Christian Themes in the
Music of Bono and U2” – Dr. Jensen

Rev. Wayne Weissenbuehler, Assoc. Pastor

District Council News
Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Spring cleanup—The Highland and Macalester-Groveland 
district councils will hold their annual spring cleanup from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 17, in the parking lot of 
Ford Motor Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant (enter off 
Mississippi River Boulevard). Items that will be accepted in-
clude fluorescent bulbs, anything containing mercury, tires, 
children’s items, reusable household goods, electronic prod-
ucts, cell phones, bicycles, metals, lawn mowers, snow blowers, 
construction debris, concrete and rock. The cost is $15 per car; 
$20 per pickup truck, station wagon, minivan, trailer or SUV; 
and $30 for larger loads. Additional charges include $2.00 to 
$30 for tires, and $10 per mattress or box spring. Those who 
volunteer to work a morning or afternoon shift during the 
cleanup will receive a pizza lunch and an opportunity to drop 
off one load of items for free. To lend a hand, call the HDC of-
fice or e-mail Kathy Carruth at hdc@visi.com.

Highland Area GarageFest—The HDC and Highland 
Business Association are teaming up this year to hold a neigh-
borhood garage sale and business sidewalk sale on Friday and 
Saturday, May 16-17. Those interested in participating are 
asked to call 651-259-1204 and leave their name, address, types 
of items being sold and the days and hours of their sale. A list 
of sale participants may be found in this issue of the Villager. 
Updated lists also may be picked up at Pinehurst Bank, 757 S. 
Cleveland Ave., before the sale, or check the HDC website. 

Plant share—The sixth annual Highland Park plant share 
will take place from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 18, 
at 1749 Pinehurst Ave. Plants may be dropped off on Satur-
day, May 17. More than 150 local gardeners benefited from 
last year’s exchange. Gardeners without extra potted plants 
to exchange are welcome to purchase most plants for a dona-
tion of $1.00 to $3.00. Proceeds will go to purchase plants for 
Highland’s public gardens. Volunteers are needed to help out 
at the plant share. For information, call Sue at 651-699-7672 
between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m.

Wipe out graffiti—The St. Paul Police Department has 
been increasingly aggressive in identifying and arresting graf-
fiti vandals. To report graffiti in the Highland Park neighbor-
hood, call 651-266-8989.

Meeting dates—Community Development Committee 
with guest Mark Daly of Anytime Fitness, 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
May 19; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 
20; and Community Services Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 20. The committees are looking for two to four citizen 
representatives. Those who are interested in participating are 
invited to attend the meetings, which will be held at the Hill-
crest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Rock-Tenn meeting—A neighborhood discussion on pro-
posals to meet Rock-Tenn’s future energy needs will be held at 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at Groveland Park Elementary 
School, 2045 St. Clair Ave. Rock-Tenn and St. Paul city officials 
are considering building an energy plant for the company’s 

paper recycling operations at Uni-
versity Avenue and Vandalia Street. 
The Rock-Tenn Community Advisory 
Panel is currently monitoring a study 
of fuel and technology options for the 
plant. The study is expected to be com-
pleted this summer. 

MacGrove Moves—The third an-
nual Mac-Grove Moves has begun. 
Participants who walk or bike around 
the neighborhood at least 15 times 
this summer will be eligible to enter 
a drawing for prizes from local busi-
nesses. For a registration form, stop by 
the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 
S. Griggs St., or download one from 
the district council’s website.

Help seniors during cleanup—Drivers 
are needed to help pick up items from area se-
nior citizens for the Highland and Macalester-
Groveland neighborhood cleanup that will be 
held from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 
17, in the parking lot of Ford plant. Drivers will receive $20 
per load of materials brought to the cleanup site that day. A 
maximum of two loads will be allowed per person. To sign up, 
call Marie Nelson at the council office or e-mail her at marie@
macgrove.org by May 9.

Grand Old Day changes—A few changes are in store for 
this summer’s Grand Old Day on Sunday, June 1, that will af-
fect streets in the Macalester-Groveland area. The Grand Old 
Day Parade will start at Fairview Avenue and travel east to 
Dale Street this year. Parade units will line up on Grand be-
tween Cleveland and Fairview avenues and on Prior Avenue 
and Howell Street near Grand. Those streets will be closed to 
traffic from 8:00 a.m. to noon and there will be no parking be-
tween 6:00 a.m. and noon. In addition, the On the Go 8K run 
will start and end at St. Albans Street, with a loop at Fairview 
Avenue. There will be no parking on the north side of Lincoln 
Avenue between Fairview and Wheeler Street and both sides 
of Wheeler between Grand and Lincoln from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. 
No-parking signs will be posted two days prior to Grand Old 
Day. For information, call 651-699-0029.

Battle of the Bands—Bands of all kinds are invited to apply 
for the Battle of the Bands at Grand Old Day on June 1. Band 
members must be 18 or older as of June 1. The application 
deadline is 4:00 p.m. Friday, May 9. For an application or in-
formation, contact Marie Nelson at marie@macgrove.org. 

Date to remember—Macalester-Groveland board of direc-
tors meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 8, Edgcumbe Recre-
ation Center, 320 S. Griggs St.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Neighborhood cleanup—The Summit Hill Association’s 
neighborhood cleanup will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 10, on Pleasant Avenue between the Ramsey 
County compost site and Victoria Street. Admission is $5.00 
to $15, depending on the size of the vehicle. Unwanted house-
hold items such as small electronic products and tires will be 

 

collected for an additional 
fee of $2.00 to $8.00. Reusable 

household items may be dropped off 
at the reuse area. Proof of residency in 

Summit Hill will be required for all drop-
offs. Volunteers who work from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

or 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. will receive lunch and free disposal 
of one load of material. Call the SHA office or visit its website 
for more information.

House Tour tickets—Looking for an ideal gift for Mother’s 
Day? Stop by the SHA office at the Linwood Recreation Center 
or check the association’s website to purchase tickets for the 
Summit Hill House Tour, which will be held on September 14. 
Gift cards are available with ticket purchases. 

History of Summit Hill—A crew of volunteer writers, re-
searchers and editors are currently working on a Summit Hill 
history booklet, which is expected to be published in time for 
the Summit Hill House Tour. Funding has been provided in 
part by a generous donor, but additional donations are being 
sought to help defray the printing cost. Anyone with a story 
to tell or a historic photograph to share, or writers who would 
like to donate their time to the project, are asked to call the 
SHA office or e-mail summithill@visi.com.

Grand Old Day parade—The Summit Hill Association will 
once again have a unit in the Grand Old Day parade on Sun-
day, June 1. This year’s festival carries the theme “Flashback to 
the ’70s” and has been designed to be more family-friendly. 
Residents are encouraged to dig out their old leisure suits and 
platform shoes, decorate their kids’ bikes, wagons and pets, 
and join in the fun by parading behind the SHA’s banner. Con-
tact the SHA office for more information.

Block and building clubs—Summit Hill’s block and build-
ing club leaders will hold their spring meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 22, at the Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. 
Clair Ave. The topic for the evening will be “Supporting Each 
Other: Sharing Resources and Ideas for Summit Hill Block 
and Building Clubs.”  There will be lots of ideas for National 
Night Out on August 5 and a door prize drawing. The public 
is invited to attend.

Volunteers needed—The SHA’s Environment Committee 
still needs volunteers to help water, mulch and maintain the 
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Talk about being in the 
right place at the right time! 
This is the season 
130,000-plus Villager readers 
in the neighborhoods listed 
below are busy planting 
and landscaping around 
their homes.  As a result, our 
upcoming Gardening Section
 will be extremely well-read. 
As will your ad — unless 
you miss the deadline.

How Your Garden Grows
(Let your business bloom too with an ad in our special Gardening Section.) 

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

UPCOMING GARDENING SECTION:    
May 21

Deadline: May 14
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Highland and Macalester-Groveland District Councils
Saturday, May 17, 2008, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

St. Paul Ford Assembly Plant Parking Lot, 
Enter off Mississippi River Boulevard

FEES
The cost will be $15 for a car, $20 for a pick-up truck, 
station wagon, minivan, trailer or SUV, and $30 for larger 
loads and vehicles.  Additional charges include $2 per car 
tire, $3 per truck tire, $7 perr semi tire, and $30 and up 
per tractor tire.  There will also be a charge of $10 per 
mattress and $10 per box spring. 

• Fluorescent bulbs and mercury-containing devices 
(thermometers, liquid mercury, etc.)

• Tires of all sizes.
• Children's items, such as books, toys and clothes. 
• Reusable household goods, furniture. Almost anything 

that is in good shape may be left at the reuse area.
• Electronics including computers and computer-

related equipment, televisions, phones, fax and 
copier machines.

• Cell phones.
• Bicycles, functional or non-functional. 

• Metals-these items will be stripped down, so 
anything you have that includes a significant 
amount of metal should be left here.  Even better, 
strip it down before you bring it!

• Lawn mowers and snow blowers.
• Construction debris and architectural salvage (anything 

that comes off your house) other than concrete and rock.
• Mattresses, carpets and other materials not accept-

ed at other stations.
• Concrete and rock, including patio blocks and other 

items that are not pure concrete must go to 
construction debris.

• Appliances - call J.R. Appliance for a discounted 
curbside pick-up 651-454-9215.

• Recyclables - paper, plastic, glass, cardboard, 
etc. can be set out for Friday regular recycling 
pick-ups.

• Household refuse - will be picked up by your 
trash hauler.

• Hazardous Waste - antifreeze, car batteries, 
propane tanks, oil, or oil-based paint need 
special handling for disposal. Call 651-633-EASY 
to find the nearest household hazardous waste 
drop-off facility.

• Brush & Compost - Call 651-633-3279 for a 
drop-off site nearest you.

WE nEEd voluntEErS!
This event runs on volunteers.  If you help us out, you may 
also bring a FREE load of stuff and we'll feed you lunch.  
Call 651-695-4005 or email hdc@visi.com to volunteer.

Kathy Carruth, Program Coordinator:
Community Organizer

Highland District Council
1978 Ford Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55116

www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org

The Spring & Fall Cleanups are one-day events to allow residents to discard items sitting around their 
house. Furniture, electronics, lawn mowers, toys, tires-bring almost anything you would like to get rid of. 
We bring together haulers and vendors in one central location and make efforts to reuse or recycle your 
old stuff for less cost than you would pay a garbage hauler to take it away. This event is only open to 
Macalester-Groveland and Highland residents, so bring your driver's license or a bill with your name and 
address. Please enter the cleanup site from Mississippi River Boulevard.

ItEMS ACCEPtEd
The following items should be packed in this order, as this is the order in which the stations will appear, starting 
with items that should be placed on top, to be dropped off first:

ItEMS not ACCEPtEd!

HAGE
C O N C R E T E

W O R K S

SINCE 1930

HAGE
C O N C R E T E

W O R K S

651.690.4243
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

www.hageconcrete.com
Custom Design Work • Decorative Concrete

Sidewalks • Steps • Driveways
Patios • Brick • Stone • Pavers

Lifetime No-Crack Guarantee

CRACKS

Spacious 2BR &  2BA 
plus new kit., den & 
sunroom/porch! 2 stalls 
heated gar. Amenities: 
Outdoor pool, Party 
Rm, Exercise Rm. 24 
hr. security, Meeting 
Rm. & Library! 1,631 
finished square feet!
2275 Youngman, 
#109W

$189,500

Jeannie Marver, crs
Coldwell Banker Burnet

651-260-4242 / 651-698-2481 

Highland’s Best condo Value!!

upper gardens and Sam Morgan prairie at 
the Linwood Recreation Center. Call or stop 
by the SHA office for more information and 
to pick up a copy of “The Blue Thumb Guide 
to Rain Gardens,” a publication of the Capitol 
Region Watershed District.

Dates to remember—SHA board meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 8, Linwood Recre-
ation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave.; Pedestrian 
Safety and Traffic Calming Committee meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 12, Linwood; 
Communications Committee meeting, 7:00 
p.m. Monday, May 19, Linwood.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Central Corridor parking—A public 
meeting on how the proposed Central Cor-
ridor light-rail line may affect neighborhood 
parking will be held from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8, at the Central Corridor 
Project Center, 540 N. Fairview Ave., Suite 
200. Representatives from the Metropolitan 
Council, Union Park District Council, St. 
Paul City Council and St. Paul Department of 
Planning and Economic Development will be 
available to provide information and answer 
questions. For information, call the Union 
Park office.

Rock-Tenn meetings—A neighborhood 
discussion with the Rock-Tenn Community 
Advisory Panel (RCAP) will be held at 7:00 
p.m. Monday, May 12, at Bethel Christian Fel-
lowship, 1466 Portland Ave. The public is in-
vited to attend, learn and discuss how a new 
energy source for the Rock-Tenn paper recy-
cling plant at University Avenue and Vandalia 
Street may affect local neighborhoods. For 
details, contact Nina@sapcc.org or 612-788-
4151. 

Union Park benches—The district coun-
cil’s Neighborhood Issues Committee has 
teamed up with Active Living Ramsey Coun-
ty to place 14 benches along a walking path 
in the neighborhood. The project is part of an 
effort to place 1,000 benches in the county by 

the end of 2010 in order to promote walking. 
The St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing on the Union 
Park proposal at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 22, 
in St. Paul City Hall, Room 40. The HPC is 
involved since some of the benches may be lo-
cated with the Summit Avenue West historic 
district. For information, visit www.co.ramsey.
mn.us/ALRC/projects.htm. To find out more 
about Union Park’s participation, call the 
council office.

Steppin’ Out—Lex-Ham Community 
Arts’ annual gala event, Steppin’ Out with 
Lex-Ham, will be held from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17, at the Commodore, 79 N. 
Western Ave. The evening will include music, 
food, a silent auction and a reading of Jean-
nine Coulombe’s play Beakers. For informa-
tion, visit www.LexHamArts.org/theater.

Recycling bins—The district council is no 
longer handing out recycle bins at the Dun-
ning Recreation Center. They are now being 
distributed from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month at the 
Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. 
Anthony Ave. The next pickup day is May 7. 
For information, call Julie Oney at the Union 
Park office at 651-645-6887 or e-mail julie@
unionparkdc.org.

Farm in the City—“Harvesting the Imagi-
nation,” Farm in the City’s summer program 
for children ages 7-12, will run from June 16 
to July 25, with specialty sessions for children 
ages 10-12 from July 28 to August 8. All of the 
sessions are held at Concordia University-St. 
Paul. For information, visit www.farminthec-
ity.org.

Stay connected—Union Park residents 
may sign up to receive monthly electronic 
newsletters and local crime statistics by e-
mailing theresa@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—Board of directors, 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, Merriam Park 
Community Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave.; 
Neighborhood Issues Committee, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, June 2 (call for location); Parks and 
Recreation Committee, 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
June 2, Merriam Park Community Center.
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Molly Nemer, a 7th-grader at Friendly Hills 
Middle School in Mendota Heights, received 
a presidential award from George W. Bush 
for her volunteerism. Last year, she and her 
sister, Hannah (now a sophomore at Sibley 
High School), launched an event to help New 
Orleans artists in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. They recruited other teens and some 
artists to hold an event at the Neighborhood 
House called “Listening to New Orleans—
their words, their music, our hearts.” 

The Highland Friendship Club is looking for 
volunteers to help with its summer program, 
which begins the week of June 9. Activities 
for young adults, ages 13-25, with or without 
disabilities include music classes, adventure 
days, game and movie nights, fitness classes 
and more. Those interested in a flexible 
volunteer job are asked to call 651-698-4096 
or e-mail info@highlandfriendshipclub.org.

The Summit Hill Association is looking for 
volunteers to help with various office tasks, 
such as copying, data entry and mailings, 
from time to time as the workload dictates. 
A volunteer also is needed to coordinate ad 
sales for “The Summit” newsletter. For more 
information, call Diane Hilden or Jeff Roy at  
the SHA office at 651-222-1222.

Lutheran Social Service is seeking senior 
companions to help their peers remain in 
their own homes by providing visits, friend-
ship, help with errands and transportation to 
appointments. Call 651-642-5990.

The Minnesota Literacy Council is seeking 
volunteers to tutor immigrants, refugees and 
life-long Minnesotans in reading, writing 
and English. Volunteers may tutor one-
to-one, in a small group or as a classroom 
assistant. Training and ongoing support are 
provided. Call 651-645-2277, ext. 219.

Volunteers
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kernlandscaping.com

We Also Sell:
• Decorative

Landscape Rock
• Soil Ammendments 

(compost)
• Top Soil & Sand
• Decorative 

Landscape Mulches

We Accept:

Sod &
Soil
Stumps
Brush
Yard 
Waste

Start off your spring garden. 
We have composted manure

Landscape Supplies
Environmental processing

We Deliver All Products

Locally Owned & Operated

Pierce Butler & 915 No. Albert 
(3 blocks east of Snelling) 651646-1553

M-F 8aM – 5:30pM • Sat 9aM – 4pMPROFESSIONAL • CREATIVE • EXPERIENCED

651-646-4752
www.johnsoncreek.com

We’ve always been Green!
We install beautiful green plants, 
we recycle, and we’ll make your 
neighbors green with envy.

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson   612.868.7787

Ready, Set,
GARDEN!

Mississippi
Market’s

Plant Sale
is here!

May 8-26
Open Daily

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

1810 Randolph Ave.

651-690-0507

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

24 HOUR SERVICE

651.690.1551
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105

CONNECT WITH US
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL
A FULL SERVICE ELECTRICAL COMPANY

Safe • Prompt • Dependable
Neat • Courteous

BONDED • LICENSED • INSURED

CONNECT WITH US

Whether you’re partial to petunias, 
tempted by tomatoes or just plan-
ning to pick up something color-

ful for Mother’s Day, you’ll find the following 
area plant sales, plant swaps and other gar-
dening events in full bloom during the next 
few weeks:

Friends School will hold its 19th annual 
plant sale from May 9-11 at the Minnesota 
State Fair Grandstand. More than 2,000 va-
rieties of plants will be sold, including heir-
looms, climbers, lilies, fruit trees, perennials, 
wildflowers, herbs, roses, trees and shrubs. 
Sale hours are 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday and 
noon to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday (half-price sale). 
Admission is free. Volunteers get to shop ear-
ly. Visit www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com. 

The Dowling Community Garden will 
feature more than 200 varieties of vegetables, 
flowers and herbs during its annual plant sale 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 
10, at the garden, 39th Street and 46th Avenue 
South in Minneapolis. The sale will include 
heirloom and hybrid tomatoes, peppers, egg-
plants, and old-fashioned annuals and peren-

nials. Visit dowlingcommunitygarden.org.
A Spring Fest flower sale will be held from 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m Saturday, May 10, in 
the parking lot at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
on Snelling and Goodrich avenues. Entertain-
ment will be provided by the Splatter Sisters 
beginning at noon. There will also be con-
cessions, art, children’s games and a master 
gardener to answer questions. Call 651-699-
5560.

The Mendota Heights Garden Club will 
hold its annual plant sale from 8:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 10, at 1422 Delaware 
Ave. Perennials, herbs, house plants and more 
will be sold. Call 651-450-9779.

The Longfellow Garden Club will hold its 
annual plant swap at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 14, outside Epworth United Methodist 
Church, 3207 S. 37th Ave., Minneapolis. Par-
ticipants should bring perennials, bulbs and 
extra seedlings to share. A small donation will 
be requested from those who do not bring 
plants and are not club members.

The Association for Nonsmokers-Minne-
sota will hold its 25th annual plant and garage 
sale from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Thursday and 

Friday, May 15-16, at 1647 Laurel Ave. This 
year’s sale will feature 13 varieties of heirloom 
tomatoes, along with an assortment of peren-
nials for sun and shade. Call 651-646-3005.

The Garden Club of Ramsey County will 

hold its annual plant consignment sale from 
8:00 to 10:00 a.m. Saturday, May 17, at High-
land Catholic School, 2017 Bohland Ave. Gar-
den favorites, quick fillers, hostas and more 
will be sold. Visit www.ramseygardeners.org 
or call Margo Johnson at 651-698-4669.

The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory will 
conduct its annual bulb sale from 8:00 a.m. to 
noon Sunday, May 18, at Como Park. Thou-
sands of tulip, hydrangea, hyacinth, daffodil 
and lily bulbs that were used for the spring 
flower show will be sold. Call 651-487-8201.

The Highland Plant Share will be con-
ducted from noon to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, May 
18, in the alley behind 1749 Pinehurst Ave. 
Gardeners may exchange their potted plants 
with their neighbors or purchase plants if they 
have nothing to exchange. Call Sue Knapton 
at 651-696-7672.

The St. Paul Farmers’ Market will sell flow-
ers and vegetables from 1:15 to 5:00 p.m. on 
Fridays, beginning May 9, in the parking lot 
of St. Thomas Moore Catholic Church, 1079 
Summit Ave. The downtown St. Paul market 
at 5th and Wall streets is now open from 6:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturdays and from 8:00 a.m. 

Are you thinking of making some 
changes in your garden this year, but 
are worried about the time and effort 

it will requires? Native plants are a great low-
maintenance, easy-to-grow solution, accord-
ing to the Friends of the Mississippi River.

Some of the options for small trees and 
shrubs native to Minnesota are blue beech, 
chokecherry, hawthorn, ironwood, service 
berry, American hazelnut and red-osier dog-

wood. Native plants with colorful blooms 
include purple coneflowers, meadow blazing 
star, blue false indigo, butterfly milkweed, 
brown-eyed Susans and grey-headed cone-
flowers. The long root systems of prairie 
grasses also can help prevent runoff and ero-
sion. Check out big bluestem, little bluestem, 
sideoats grama and Indian grass.

Though there’s a vast number of benefits to 
native landscaping, people often worry that it 

may cause tension with neighbors. The best 
way to avoid that is to tell your neighbors 
what you are planning on doing, why and 
what they can expect. After that, consider the 
following:

• Start with small changes to your yard. 
It is more cost-effective and will allow your 
neighbors time to adjust. 

• Create a border around planting edges, 
be it a fence, strip of lawn or a path. Messi-

ness is often a major concern of neighbors 
opposed to native landscaping.

• Humanize the landscape with places to 
sit, pathways if the area is large enough and 
birdhouses to attract feathered friends. This 
will make your new garden more enjoyable 
for everyone.

The Friends of the Mississippi River offers 
free native garden and rain garden work-
shops. For information, visit www.fmr.org.

Local plants sales and swaps are popping up all over

Spring has sprung, the grass is riz—do you 
know where your local plant sale is?

Photo by Anne Brandrud

Restless to go native? Give these low-maintenance plants a try

Many people may not realize that 
rain carries pollutants from where 
it falls—roofs, yards, sidewalks and 

streets—into lakes, rivers and streams. One of 
the ways to help prevent pollutants from be-
ing carried into the water system is building 
a rain garden. 

According to the Friends of the Mississippi 
River, rain gardens not only help filter runoff 
pollution, but remove standing water from 
the yard and reduce places for mosquitoes to 
breed. The Friends offer the following steps to 
building a beautiful rain garden:

1. Choose your location. Make sure it is at 
least 10 feet from your house to prevent water 
from seeping into the foundation. It should 
gently slope downward.

2. Create a design. Crescent, teardrop and 
kidney shapes all work well.

3. Choose your plants. Native plants are 
best because of their long root systems. Try 
to mix heights, shapes, textures and blooming 
times so that your garden has a long flowering 
season.

4. Lay out your garden. Take into account 
the type of soil, amount of sunlight each plant 

needs, and place plants that need more water 
at the lower end of the garden.

5. Enlist a few friends and start digging. 
Make sure you mark the perimeter with a 
string or hose, and measure the depth from 
the uphill end of the garden.

6. Level the area. If the rain garden is in-
clined, use the excess soil to create a berm 
around the downhill end to prevent excess 
water from flowing out. The berm should be 
shaped into a smooth ridge about a foot across  
and be well-compacted to prevent erosion.

7. Plant. It is best to use flowers and grasses  

with a well-established root system rather 
than seeds.

8. Mulch. This will help minimize the loss 
of moisture and provide a barrier to weed 
growth.

9. Water. A new rain garden will need 
roughly one inch of water per week until it is 
well-established. Then you can arrange your 
downspouts so that they flow into your rain 
garden. 

The Friends of the Mississippi River offers 
free native garden and rain garden workshops. 
For more information visit www.fmr.org

Friends offer nine easy steps to building a beautiful rain garden
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luKe walBert
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crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland parK
651-698-2481

Great 4-Bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

easy livinG
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and 
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral 
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage 
too! 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $159,500

10005 FallGold parkway n
This home is a 10! Vaulted ceilings, top-of-the-line finishes, 
& great attention to detail. 4 BRs & 3 baths, 3-car gar, 
home theatre w/built-in surround sound, gas FPs, & a sce-
nic backyard pond. Beautifully landscaped with in-ground 
sprinkler system.

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $324,900

new listinG in CroCus hill!
This beautiful four square combines a prime Crocus Hill 
location with fine architectural features and a very large lot. 
This lovely, well-maintained, 4-BR home is perfect to live in 
as-is, or well suited to an addition. 1082 Lombard.

jane austin mcgrath & Kate BecKman
651-282-9625 • 651-282-9629 • $399,000

walk-out overlook Gem!
Spring has arrived! Enjoy this gracious main floor condo 
at Overlook. 2 BRs + den, 2 baths and 2 parking spaces. 
Many updates including windows, Corian kitchen counter-
tops, appliances, gas fireplace and carpeting. Best of all 
walk out to your own private patio.

steve sheahan
651-695-3452 • $250,000

premiere oFFerinG!
Handsome 3-bedroom, 3-bath end unit in magical 
Mendota Heights! Formal dining, sun-splashed kitchen, 
owner's suite, 2-car garage! 609 Maple Park.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $265,000

premiere oFFerinG!
Open & bright 3+ bedroom gem, convenient to colleges, 
both downtowns. Vaulted ceilings, updated kitchen, large 
deck+++. 537 Raymond.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $200,000

one-oF-a-kind!
Discover this dynamic 3-bedroom, 3-bath boasting excit-
ing updates & custom detail! Hardwood floors, 2 fire-
places, huge lot! 822 Osceola.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $539,900

st. paul river road area
All the charm of a home built in the 1920s w/every modern 
update. Custom kit., new master bath & walk-in closet, 
new 2nd floor full bath, newly refinished 3rd floor w/5th 
BR used as FR, new landscaping, sprinkler system, sports 
court & outside lighting, central air. 2240 Sargent.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,225,000

the Best in spaCe & style
A Dutch Colonial with over 2,800 sq. ft. and a 70' wide lot 
with a 1st floor library, very large living & dining rooms, 5 
BRs, 2½ baths. Reduced $50,000. 2155 Princeton Ave.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $645,000

don't Be Fooled By the outside! – new priCe
Incredible renovation! Absolutely stunning kit. w/custom 
cherry cabinets, Cambria countertops, center island, 
heated tile floors, new windows, new paint inside & out, 
1st floor mudroom, 2 decks, new mechanicals, CA. 1193 
Portland Ave.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $345,000

historiC Charm
1894 Clarence Johnston. Recently single family. 
Converted in '40s to duplex. Each 1,657 fin. sq. ft. 3-car 
gar., high efficiency boiler, Xcel energy $365/mo. Easily 
restored to single family or 2 fabulous condos.

mary orr
651-282-9661 • $599,900

lonGFellow Charmer
Spectacular 2+ BR close to Minnehaha Park, light rail and 
Highland Village. Updated eat-in kitchen with new appli-
ances, main floor den and beautiful maple floors.

mary mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $219,900

unique opportunity!
1858 Sargent: Completely redone 2-BR with a handsome 
fireplace wall with bookcases, bright open floor plan, front 
porch and an unbelievable 28' x 36' heated garage with 
finished 2nd floor.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

CharminG "vintaGe"
2132 St. Clair: Immaculate 3-BR with gleaming hardwood 
floors, stunning natural woodwork, new plumbing, new 
electric, new siding and insulation, delightful front porch.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $279,900

CareFree livinG!
1450 Bidwell Unit #108: Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath condo 
with a delightful front patio, large living room and dining 
room, 2 heated underground parking stalls, and a great 
building with pool, sauna, and party room.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $139,900

total luxury
2,600 sq. ft. condo in the heart of Crocus Hill. Superb 
condition. Top-of-the-line upgraded kitchen and baths. 
Period woodwork. Central air, 2-casr garage, private 
spaces. 551 Ashland. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $496,000

ClassiC viCtorian
3 levels of opportunity to finish the restoration of this 
magnificent home. Mechanicals are done. 4 BRs, 2 baths. 
Large open main floor. Classic home. 699 Hague. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

new ConstruCtion
Finished in 2003. This end-unit townhome offers wood 
and pond views. Very private. Two levels with loft-style 
family room. Gateway trail out your door. Great buy. 739 
Maple Hills Dr. #E. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $209,000

edGCumBe Charm w/updates
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

new listinG
Over 1,900 square feet of charm in this 4-BR, 2-bath clas-
sic St. Paul home. Updated eat-in kitchen includes walk-in 
pantry and plenty of elbow room. Wood floors in LR/DR, 
bay window, and main floor office/family room. 650 Ohio.

sue nichols
651-695-3437 • $204,900

wonderFul starter
Beautiful one-and-a-half story, close to shopping and air-
port. 3 BRs, 1 bath, 3-season porch & finished basement. 
Wonderfully maintained. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

metiCulously maintained
Wonderful 2-BR, 2-bath home on Bohland. Newer roof, 
siding, windows, furnace & water heater. Beautiful hard-
wood floors and woodburning fireplace. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

kinG's maplewood 3-Br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

majestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

summit avenue landmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $995,000

state Capital views
True loft at the Rossmor. 40 FEET of glass wall windows 
facing the State Capital. Great loft space in hip art crawl 
building. Upgraded kitchen and bath. Amazing space. 500 
Robert St. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

1206 Bayard – new on market!
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626

new listinG! 2002 Grand ave.
Natural woodwork & hardwood floors, main floor bath, 
large LR &  DR, updated kitchen, walk to dining, shop-
ping & schools, 3rd floor ready to finish. Newer windows 
& roof.

Kim flanaghan
612-270-9099

new hiGhland list
Premiere offer – one family owner since 1939! All brick 
expansion offers 2 BRs, 2 baths, 2 finished levels with 
limitless possibilities with extremely large raw expansion 
– '30s quality.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • under $300K

lilydale townhome
Cherrywood cabinetry, Cambria counters, 3 BRs, 3 baths, 
new sunroom, formal dining, lower level family room, 
large storage room, all walk-in closets. 2-car garage. 191 
Stonebridge Ct. 
See details at www.JimAndSueLindsay.com.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $499,900

Get inside to Find
Natural woodwork, redone hardwood floors, newer kitch-
en, 2 newer baths, 5 BRs or take out wall to one for large 
LR area. Fenced yard, big porch. 1717 Jefferson.
See details at www.JimAndSueLindsay.com.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $299,900

exquisite exeCutive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyerr sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently land-
scaped private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panor-
maic view of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

maGniFiCent ramsey hill duplex!
Features include hardwood floors, bay windows and origi-
nal leaded glass. It has updated kitchens and mechanicals. 
You will love the beamed ceilings, crown moulding and 
huge front porches! 2/2 BRs, 1/1 baths. 549 Dayton.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $495,000

larGe viCtorian 
Located in Riverview. Home has numerous updates 
including woodwork, floors, walls, kit., bath and MORE. 
Rare main floor family room. Amazing deck and yard. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

Great new priCe! $218,000
Own 1,700+ square feet of history in this great building. 2 
new baths, 3 BRs and a garage. Enjoy the character, enjoy 
the neighborhood. Walk to everything.

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $218,000

Come see BrandyChase!
2296 Benson Unit B: No stairs! Townhouse-like living, 
only a condo. 2 BRs, 2 baths, hdwd. floors, new central 
air & furnace. Convenient location, must see.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900

pottery Barn deCor
3 BRs, great location off 7th St. Updated kitchen & bath, 
new privacy fence one side & garage. Walk to coffee & 
restaurants, busline. 97 Garfield Ave.
www.JimAndSueLindsay.com

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $167,545

new list Condo/ramsey hill
Loaded with wdwk., hdwd. floors, built-in buffet, new kit., 
new bath w/jacuzzi, sun room with light galore, 2nd floor 
unit, off street parking. 728 Hague Ave.
www.JimAndSueLindsay.com

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $179,900
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Great 4-Bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

easy livinG
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and 
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral 
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage 
too! 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $159,500

10005 FallGold parkway n
This home is a 10! Vaulted ceilings, top-of-the-line finishes, 
& great attention to detail. 4 BRs & 3 baths, 3-car gar, 
home theatre w/built-in surround sound, gas FPs, & a sce-
nic backyard pond. Beautifully landscaped with in-ground 
sprinkler system.

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $324,900

new listinG in CroCus hill!
This beautiful four square combines a prime Crocus Hill 
location with fine architectural features and a very large lot. 
This lovely, well-maintained, 4-BR home is perfect to live in 
as-is, or well suited to an addition. 1082 Lombard.

jane austin mcgrath & Kate BecKman
651-282-9625 • 651-282-9629 • $399,000

walk-out overlook Gem!
Spring has arrived! Enjoy this gracious main floor condo 
at Overlook. 2 BRs + den, 2 baths and 2 parking spaces. 
Many updates including windows, Corian kitchen counter-
tops, appliances, gas fireplace and carpeting. Best of all 
walk out to your own private patio.

steve sheahan
651-695-3452 • $250,000

premiere oFFerinG!
Handsome 3-bedroom, 3-bath end unit in magical 
Mendota Heights! Formal dining, sun-splashed kitchen, 
owner's suite, 2-car garage! 609 Maple Park.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $265,000

premiere oFFerinG!
Open & bright 3+ bedroom gem, convenient to colleges, 
both downtowns. Vaulted ceilings, updated kitchen, large 
deck+++. 537 Raymond.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $200,000

one-oF-a-kind!
Discover this dynamic 3-bedroom, 3-bath boasting excit-
ing updates & custom detail! Hardwood floors, 2 fire-
places, huge lot! 822 Osceola.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $539,900

st. paul river road area
All the charm of a home built in the 1920s w/every modern 
update. Custom kit., new master bath & walk-in closet, 
new 2nd floor full bath, newly refinished 3rd floor w/5th 
BR used as FR, new landscaping, sprinkler system, sports 
court & outside lighting, central air. 2240 Sargent.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,225,000

the Best in spaCe & style
A Dutch Colonial with over 2,800 sq. ft. and a 70' wide lot 
with a 1st floor library, very large living & dining rooms, 5 
BRs, 2½ baths. Reduced $50,000. 2155 Princeton Ave.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $645,000

don't Be Fooled By the outside! – new priCe
Incredible renovation! Absolutely stunning kit. w/custom 
cherry cabinets, Cambria countertops, center island, 
heated tile floors, new windows, new paint inside & out, 
1st floor mudroom, 2 decks, new mechanicals, CA. 1193 
Portland Ave.

jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $345,000

historiC Charm
1894 Clarence Johnston. Recently single family. 
Converted in '40s to duplex. Each 1,657 fin. sq. ft. 3-car 
gar., high efficiency boiler, Xcel energy $365/mo. Easily 
restored to single family or 2 fabulous condos.

mary orr
651-282-9661 • $599,900

lonGFellow Charmer
Spectacular 2+ BR close to Minnehaha Park, light rail and 
Highland Village. Updated eat-in kitchen with new appli-
ances, main floor den and beautiful maple floors.

mary mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $219,900

unique opportunity!
1858 Sargent: Completely redone 2-BR with a handsome 
fireplace wall with bookcases, bright open floor plan, front 
porch and an unbelievable 28' x 36' heated garage with 
finished 2nd floor.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

CharminG "vintaGe"
2132 St. Clair: Immaculate 3-BR with gleaming hardwood 
floors, stunning natural woodwork, new plumbing, new 
electric, new siding and insulation, delightful front porch.

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $279,900

CareFree livinG!
1450 Bidwell Unit #108: Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath condo 
with a delightful front patio, large living room and dining 
room, 2 heated underground parking stalls, and a great 
building with pool, sauna, and party room.
www.JimBurtonGroup.com

jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $139,900

total luxury
2,600 sq. ft. condo in the heart of Crocus Hill. Superb 
condition. Top-of-the-line upgraded kitchen and baths. 
Period woodwork. Central air, 2-casr garage, private 
spaces. 551 Ashland. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $496,000

ClassiC viCtorian
3 levels of opportunity to finish the restoration of this 
magnificent home. Mechanicals are done. 4 BRs, 2 baths. 
Large open main floor. Classic home. 699 Hague. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

new ConstruCtion
Finished in 2003. This end-unit townhome offers wood 
and pond views. Very private. Two levels with loft-style 
family room. Gateway trail out your door. Great buy. 739 
Maple Hills Dr. #E. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984 • $209,000

edGCumBe Charm w/updates
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel Buchen
651-282-9609 • $374,900

new listinG
Over 1,900 square feet of charm in this 4-BR, 2-bath clas-
sic St. Paul home. Updated eat-in kitchen includes walk-in 
pantry and plenty of elbow room. Wood floors in LR/DR, 
bay window, and main floor office/family room. 650 Ohio.

sue nichols
651-695-3437 • $204,900

wonderFul starter
Beautiful one-and-a-half story, close to shopping and air-
port. 3 BRs, 1 bath, 3-season porch & finished basement. 
Wonderfully maintained. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

metiCulously maintained
Wonderful 2-BR, 2-bath home on Bohland. Newer roof, 
siding, windows, furnace & water heater. Beautiful hard-
wood floors and woodburning fireplace. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516

kinG's maplewood 3-Br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dicK & tom distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

majestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

summit avenue landmark
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $995,000

state Capital views
True loft at the Rossmor. 40 FEET of glass wall windows 
facing the State Capital. Great loft space in hip art crawl 
building. Upgraded kitchen and bath. Amazing space. 500 
Robert St. www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

1206 Bayard – new on market!
Spectacular 4-BR, 3-bath home in Highland. Just off 
Edgcumbe. Fabulous gourmet kit., extraordinary master 
bath. First floor family room, finished lower level with 
fireplace. Private yard. All new mechanicals. A dream 
home all around!

joan johnson
651-282-9626

new listinG! 2002 Grand ave.
Natural woodwork & hardwood floors, main floor bath, 
large LR &  DR, updated kitchen, walk to dining, shop-
ping & schools, 3rd floor ready to finish. Newer windows 
& roof.

Kim flanaghan
612-270-9099

new hiGhland list
Premiere offer – one family owner since 1939! All brick 
expansion offers 2 BRs, 2 baths, 2 finished levels with 
limitless possibilities with extremely large raw expansion 
– '30s quality.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • under $300K

lilydale townhome
Cherrywood cabinetry, Cambria counters, 3 BRs, 3 baths, 
new sunroom, formal dining, lower level family room, 
large storage room, all walk-in closets. 2-car garage. 191 
Stonebridge Ct. 
See details at www.JimAndSueLindsay.com.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $499,900

Get inside to Find
Natural woodwork, redone hardwood floors, newer kitch-
en, 2 newer baths, 5 BRs or take out wall to one for large 
LR area. Fenced yard, big porch. 1717 Jefferson.
See details at www.JimAndSueLindsay.com.

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $299,900

exquisite exeCutive home
Contemporary Mendota Heights home perfect for enter-
taining. Features include a gourmet kit., dramatic 2-story 
foyerr sumptuous owner's suite & magnificently land-
scaped private wooded lot w/pool, sports court & panor-
maic view of the Minneapolis skyline! 605 Sutcliff Circle.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $920,000

maGniFiCent ramsey hill duplex!
Features include hardwood floors, bay windows and origi-
nal leaded glass. It has updated kitchens and mechanicals. 
You will love the beamed ceilings, crown moulding and 
huge front porches! 2/2 BRs, 1/1 baths. 549 Dayton.

sarah Kinney
651-282-9621 • $495,000

larGe viCtorian 
Located in Riverview. Home has numerous updates 
including woodwork, floors, walls, kit., bath and MORE. 
Rare main floor family room. Amazing deck and yard. 
www.StPaulTeam.com

dennis Breining
612-759-7984

Great new priCe! $218,000
Own 1,700+ square feet of history in this great building. 2 
new baths, 3 BRs and a garage. Enjoy the character, enjoy 
the neighborhood. Walk to everything.

joan johnson
651-282-9626 • $218,000

Come see BrandyChase!
2296 Benson Unit B: No stairs! Townhouse-like living, 
only a condo. 2 BRs, 2 baths, hdwd. floors, new central 
air & furnace. Convenient location, must see.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900

pottery Barn deCor
3 BRs, great location off 7th St. Updated kitchen & bath, 
new privacy fence one side & garage. Walk to coffee & 
restaurants, busline. 97 Garfield Ave.
www.JimAndSueLindsay.com

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $167,545

new list Condo/ramsey hill
Loaded with wdwk., hdwd. floors, built-in buffet, new kit., 
new bath w/jacuzzi, sun room with light galore, 2nd floor 
unit, off street parking. 728 Hague Ave.
www.JimAndSueLindsay.com

jim & sue lindsay
651-690-8569 • $179,900

sue johnson sue johnson sue johnson

joan johnson

joan johnson

tom edelstein tom edelstein tom edelstein

jim Burton jim Burton jim Burton
jane austin

mcgrath
jane austin

mcgrath
jane austin

mcgrath mary orr

dennis Breining dennis Breining dennis Breining

dennis Breining

dennis Breining

sarah Kinney sarah Kinney

sarah Kinney sarah Kinney

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

dick & tom
distad

Kim flanaghan

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

rosemary
mcneely & 

lolly mcneely
salmen

jim and sue
lindsay

jim and sue
lindsay

jim and sue
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jim and sue
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st. paul’s newest neighborhood!
Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday through 

Monday, Noon to 5. Private showings by 
appointment.

651-210-2462 • lovethyneighborhood.com

SOLD

jane austin
mcgrath/
Kate Beckman

daniel Buchen sue nichols

mary mcnaney

SOLD

steve sheahan

SOLD
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Call Sandyat 651-983-6807 for more information.
jazzercise.com • 1 (800) FIT-IS-IT

Classes are located at Ramsey Jr. High
1700 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN

Mon - Thurs at 5:45 pm
Saturday classes 8:30 am

 One Week FREE
     & $25 OFF
	 (savings toward registration or joining fee on your first visit only)
	 New students only with this ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 6/30/08

1526 St. Clair Ave. (2 Blocks East of Snelling)
Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm; Sat 9am - 6pm; Sun 12 - 5pm

Mastel’s
Health Foods

      …The Tradition Continues                     Since 1968

●  Homeopathic Remedies
● Books: Over 1,000 Titles
●  Vegetable Juicers

  Dedicated to Great Health!
www.mastels.com

Visit our website for 
on-line shopping, store 

specials, news, 
feature articles & more.

VILLAGER COUPON

10% Off
Your Entire Order
Vitamins, minerals, books, natural 
body care, homeopathic remedies, 

herbs, gluten-free products.
(Juicers, special offers and other sale items 

not included). One coupon per customer
Expires June 30, 2008 

Mastel’s 
Health Foods

Since 1968

1526 St. Clair Ave.
651-690-1692 V

10% Off

By Katja Rowell 

Patty Hanson lost her husband, father 
and mother five years ago. “In six 
months, my whole world as I knew it 

was gone,” she said. Since then, the Macales-
ter-Groveland resident has been on a path of 
healing through yoga, meditation, travel and 
keeping a journal. However, it is with horses 
that she feels an even deeper sense of serenity 
and solace. 

“There is magic there,” said Hanson, who 
volunteers with We Can Ride, a therapeutic 
horseback riding program for people with 
disabilities. “Horses are the most incredible 
animals, and the experience with them can be 
truly therapeutic.” 

Working with horses was not a natural fit 
for Hanson, who described her first horse-
back experience in 1999 as terrifying. Five 
years later, in an effort to conquer her fear, she 
signed up for a trail ride in Alaska. She then 
volunteered as an assistant trail guide at the 
Minnesota Harvest Apple Orchard and took 
a working vacation at a horse therapy ranch 
in Montana. 

Hanson is now one of 70 volunteers at We 
Can Ride’s site at the new Leatherdale Equine 
Center on the University of Minnesota’s St. 
Paul campus. We Can Ride (WCR) was found-
ed in 1982 and now operates four centers—in 
St. Paul, Minnetonka, Delano and Marine on 
the St. Croix. All of the sites are accredited by 
North American Riding for the Handicapped 
Inc. Statewide, WCR manages 35 horses and 
has 400 volunteers.

According to program development direc-
tor Judi French, what makes the St. Paul cen-
ter unique is its close relationship with the 
University of Minnesota School of Veterinary 
Medicine. The $14 million facility was built 
on land donated by the U of M near the in-
tersection of Larpenteur and Cleveland ave-
nues. The facility includes a hospital, research 
center and indoor riding arena, making it the 
only WCR site that operates year-round. 

“Our ties with the university mean we can 
educate people on equine therapy and de-

velop expertise,” French said. WCR partners 
with students in occupational, physical and 
recreational therapy as well as kinesiology and 
special education.

Equine-assisted therapy is used to treat 
physical, cognitive, behavioral and emotional 
disabilities in humans. The horses, chosen for 
their calm disposition and reliability, help cli-
ents with autism, cerebral palsy, Down Syn-
drome and brain injuries. “Horses can be used 
as tools in the manner of traditional therapies 
to stimulate and strengthen core muscles and 
balance,” French said. “They also provide 
unique motivation and connections that are 
not possible in standard medical settings.”

The university has applied for research 
grants that French believes will prove what 
she and her colleagues already know—that 
equine therapy is a unique treatment that of-
fers great benefits. And as those clinical ben-
efits are verified, she said, insurers will likely 
cover more of the treatments, leading to even 
greater availability.

The St. Paul center offers several levels of 
treatment. Hippotherapy, from the Greek 
word for horse, is the most intensive and re-
quires a team of one physical or occupational 
therapist and two trained volunteers per cli-
ent. It costs $180 a session, with insurers cov-
ering roughly 40 percent. The center uses a 
hydraulic wheelchair ramp to aid in mount-
ing and dismounting the horses.

Many clients begin hippotherapy unable 
to walk or lacking full head control and can-
not ride unassisted. Eighty percent transition 
within a year to less intensive group therapy 
riding sessions. 

WCR also offers early childhood classes 
that focus on specific therapeutic goals to help 
get kids ages 2-5 ready for school. Teens and 
adults who are unable to ride may participate 
in carriage driving classes. 

Most clients attend group therapy sessions, 
which are less intensive and cost about $35. A 
certified volunteer guides them in improving 
social skills, impulse control and verbal com-
munication. Every year, a handful of these  
clients go on to train and compete in the  

Special Olympics.
WCR tries to ease the financial burden on 

families by extending some partial scholar-
ships. In order to provide its services, WCR 
relies on volunteers, grants, donations and 
several fundraisers throughout the year. (For 
information, visit www.wecanride.org.) 

There are currently more than 100 clients 
on WCR’s waiting list. French said she would 
love to help more people, but that means 
raising more money and training more vol-
unteers. She said there are plans to add two 
more horses and several evening sessions this 
summer.

Hanson described horses as highly intuitive 
communicators and said her time spent with 
them is almost meditative. “I don’t know if it’s 
the physical repetition or the fact that you’re 
caring for another animal, but it’s the ultimate 
biofeedback,” she said. 

Hanson is exhausted after caring for the 
horses, but would welcome more work. And 
in spite of everything she has been through, 
she considers herself fortunate. 

“I feel like the world is opening up for me 
in ways I never would’ve imagined,” she said, 
“and I know the clients and their parents at 
We Can Ride feel the same way.”

Health and Fitness

Patty Hanson poses with one of her four-legged friends at the Equine Center on the U of 
M’s St. Paul campus, where she serves as a We Can Ride volunteer. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Grabbing life 
by the reins
Healing power of horses is not lost on 
We Can Ride volunteer Patty Hanson
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Pilates:
• Increases flexibility,

strength & stamina
• Flattens abdominals
• Decreases

back pain
• Reduces stress
• Improves posture

& balance

Reformer

Privates
Duets
Small Groups

itytyt ,y,y
mina

alala s

Reformer

Pilates for
Athletes with Tony
Pilates for Dances

with Alejandra

In Balance
            Pilates Studio

 651-645-5542
 1679 Selby Ave.

inbalancepilates@aol.com

Keep Your Teeth & Gums
Healthy for Life!

Call for an
appointment

(651)690-2837
Robert Juhnke, D.D.S.

33 S. Hamline Ave., Suite 2
St. Paul, MN 55105

New friendly
treatments for
Gum Disease & 
Straightening 
Teeth!

  New Patient Offer
Dental Exam including:
• Bite Wing X-rays
• Personal Consultation
• Professional Cleaning*
        (*unless Gum Disease is present)

$87 Regular $230
Mention this ad
to receive discount
Expires May 31, 2008.

By Larry Englund

Ridley Nelson is a 4-year-old cutie. 
As he interacts with adoptive par-
ents Kelly and Andrew Nelson, 

answering their questions and chatting 
with a visitor in their West End home, 
it’s hard to believe that just a short time 
ago Ridley could barely speak at all. Also 
surprising is that he was born in Korea, 
given his white hair and blue eyes. 

When he was adopted by the Nelsons 
two years ago, Ridley didn’t seem to be 
developing any language skills. “When 
we were in Korea, we were told that he 
only knew two words,” Kelly said.  

Once back in St. Paul, the Nelsons had 
an evaluation done through the St. Paul 
Public Schools using a Korean translator. 
“We discovered that he was understand-
ing Korean, but not speaking,” Andrew 
said.

The Nelsons had first seen Ridley’s 
photo on a website when he was a few 
months old. Because Kelly was pregnant 
at the time, they didn’t fit the adoption 
criteria. A year later, they saw that he 
was still waiting for a home and contact-
ed Children’s Home Society. 

“We sent an application letter and ba-
sically sold ourselves,” said Kelly, who 
works as an occupational therapist with 
developmentally disabled children at 
Bridgeview School on St. Paul’s West 
End. 

Andrew is a stay-at-home dad who 
has also worked with people with spe-
cial needs. They have two other chil-
dren: Marete, who will be 4 in June; and 
Quinn, who will soon turn 3.

After working with the school dis-
trict, the Nelsons turned to Associated 
Speech and Language Specialists, 561 W. 
7th St., for further evaluation. “With a 
child Ridley’s age, it feels more like a play 
date,” said speech therapist and clinic co-
owner Shelly Montelibano in explaining 
the evaluation process. “We use toys, vi-
suals, bubbles and other stimuli to create 
a playful atmosphere. We observe and 
use evaluation tools to help us under-
stand the child’s response.”

Montelibano and the staff at Associ-
ated Speech have spent the last 14 years 
working  primarily with children like 
Ridley who have communication issues. 
“We see children with a vast array of 
disorders, from cleft palates to kids with 
difficulty processing language or inter-
preting words,” she said. 

Montelibano said parents might first 
recognize a speech and language prob-
lem due to a child’s lack of vocabulary. 
“Also, if a child isn’t understanding in-
formation, a parent may begin to use 
shorter sentences and gestures to rein-
force what’s being said,” she said, “and 
then realize that they’re doing so more 
than other parents.”  

With an older child there are many 
indications, including academic perfor-
mance and lack of social skills.

Evaluations of younger children are 
often done with parents in the room. 
“With Ridley, it was an obvious benefit 
to have his dad present,” Montelibano 
said. “The first thing to consider with a 
child like Ridley is that English is a sec-
ond language. We often have to interpret 
our observations with caution, since the 
children are acquiring a new language.”  

Still, it was easy for all to agree that 
Ridley was lagging behind his peers. 
“It was evident that he needed to build 
his verbal skills, and that he understood 
more than he was able to communicate,” 
Montelibano said. 

Ridley’s treatment sessions also in-
cluded lots of play, using toys and other 

objects to increase the sounds he used, 
labeling objects and actions and helping 
him pair words to form sentences.  

At the end of each session, parents 
are told what has been done and discuss 
what might be done at home. Montel-
ibano stressed that when the parents are 
engaged in the process, their kids prog-
ress much more quickly. 

With Ridley, “we used flash cards, 
signing, identified colors and worked 
with him to use longer sentences,” Kelly 
said. “At first he would identify 10 or 12 
cards out of 50. Now he does 45 out of 
50.” 

The visit with the Nelsons affirmed 
Ridley’s progress. He behaved in a typi-
cal 4-year-old fashion. Ridley actually 
looks more Minnesotan than Korean, 
and his parents elicited an explanation 
from him. “I have albinism,” he said, as 
he sat in his father’s lap. 

Albinism, which is marked by a lack 
of pigment in the hair and eyes, often 
impairs vision, which Andrew said may 
have contributed to Ridley’s language 
difficulties. “We realized after the fact 

Thousands of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis residents crossed the 
finish line on April 24 for Get Fit 

Twin Cities 2008, a team-based fitness 
challenge designed to get people to ex-
ercise more and eat better. 

The second annual event was pro-
moted by the mayors of both cities. 
They challenged friends, families and 
co-workers to make the Twin Cities the 
healthiest metropolitan area in the na-
tion by forming teams of from two to 
10 people to motivate and support one 
another in becoming more fit. 

The inaugural Get Fit Twin Cities at-
tracted nearly 8,000 participants. Dur-
ing this year’s challenge, 7,409 partici-
pants in 1,331 teams racked up more 
than 295,185 hours of total physical 
activity from January 16 to April 24. 

The program offered camaraderie, in-
centives and weekly tips on how to lead 
a healthier life

“The team structure can really mo-
tivate people who have been seden-
tary to dip their toe into the fitness 
experience,” said St. Paul Mayor Chris 
Coleman. “It’s always a little easier to 
walk those three miles when you have 
a friend by your side. A team-based 
program also promotes friendly com-
petition among teams and teammates, 
which can provide that extra incentive 
that people need to stick with it. They 
feel more accountable.”

For many participants, the efforts 
to get and stay fit did not end on April 
24. Blake Hambrick lost a total of 35 
pounds and four inches off his waist 
since the beginning of Get Fit Twin Cit-

ies. He wants to lose another 20 pounds 
and plans to continue following the 
health tips he received from Get Fit. 

“Get Fit has been a hit for two years 
in a row,” said Minneapolis Mayor R.T. 
Rybak. “Whether people made signifi-
cant lifestyle changes or minor workout 
adjustments, Get Fit got people moti-
vated and moving.

“There are literally hundreds of 
success stories out there,” Rybak said. 
“We’ve proven once again that this is a 
community that prides itself on being 
fit and active.” 

Get Fit Twin Cities is a program of 
Steps to a Healthier Minneapolis, Steps 
to a Healthier St. Paul and their many 
partners. For more information, visit 
www.getfittwincities.org or www.step-
stoahealthiermn.org.

Something to talk about
Speech therapy adds to adoptive couple’s happy ending

Get Fit Twin Cities is hit for second year in a row

Ridley Nelson kicks back with dad Andrew and a good book. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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page 28	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, may 7, 2008

Low Vision Doctors Help Legally Blind to See
Members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists help those with  macular degeneration to keep reading and driving.

By Elena Lombardi
Freelance Writer

Jackson, New Jersey Donald Paquette, 
72, a former assessor from  Anaheim, 
California  thought that his driving days 
were over. “I could not read the street 
signs soon enough and I couldn’t pass the 
vision test at the DMV office.”
  Gonzalo Garcia, 74, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, wanted to be able to read and 
write more easily. He wanted to see the 
nails and screws when he tried to use 
them in home repairs. He wanted see his 
grandchildren singing in the church choir. 
But  he thought those days were over 
when he was diagnosed with Macular 
Degeneration.
  Neither Donald nor Gonzalo  knew that  
a low vision optometrist could help  with 
some of those issues.
  “In New Jersey, Bioptic Telescopic 
Glasses can be used to pass the vision 
test for driving”, says Dr. Chris Palmer, 

optometrist in Minneapolis, Mn.  “This can 
allow some with conditions like macular 
degeneration to continue driving”.
  “Amazing!”  says Donald. “I can read 
the street signs twice as far as I did before 
and even see the television better!” Mr. 
Paquette received bioptic telescopic 
glasses and also special prismatic reading 
glasses for easier newspaper reading.
  People don’t know that there are 
doctors who are very experienced in low 
vision care. “Not many doctors like to work 
with people who are often upset and 
anxious” says Dr. Palmer, who
traveled to California for speical training 
recently.  “I love to see their faces light up 
when they see again.”
  Macular Degeneration is the most 
common eye disease among the senior 
population. As many as 25% of those 
over 65 have some degree of degenera-
tion. The macula is one small part of the 
entire retina, but it is the most sensitive 

RICHARD DOUGHERTY  WITH
TELESCOPE GLASSES
Richard Dougherty, 89, of Palmdale, California 
came to Dr. Shuldiner in June, 2003.  He has 
returned every two years to have the DMV vision 
report form filled out to keep driving. Dr. Shuldiner 
prescribed bioptic telescopic glasses to read signs 
and see traffic lights farther away in June, 2003.   

At his visit on March 3, 2007,  Mr. Dougherty said “The telescopic glasses keep 
getting better and better!”.  “They are actually better, by far, than the day I got them.  
The doctor is a genius! Definitely worth the $2300 I paid for them”.  On his visit 
this past March, Mr. Dougherty reported that the special prismatic reading glasses 
were still working fine. 

Chris Palmer, OD
Minnesota 888 882 2040
Yanna Nachtigal, OD
Pennsylvania 877 523 2020

Randolph Kinkade, OD
Connecticut 800 756 0766

Richard Shuldiner, OD, FAAO
Southern California 888 610 2020

David Armstrong, OD
Virginia 866 321 2030

Brian Saunders, OD
Georgia 877 948 7784

Marc Gannon, OD, FAAO
Florida 866 942 2020

Ross Cusic, OD
Washington 877 823 2020

Sheldon Smith, OD
Michigan 877 677 2020

Larry Chism, OD
Texas 888 243 2020

The following are some of the very experienced doctors working with low vision patients. They
are members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists and are happy to speak with you:

~ Advertisement

and gives us sharp images.   
  When it degenerates, ARMD leaves a 
blind spot right in the center of vision 
making it impossible to recognize faces, 
read a book, or pass the driver’s vision 
test.
  The experts do not know what causes
macular degeneration. But major factors 
include UV light from the sun, smoking, 
aging, and improper nutrition. 
  Vitamins can help. The results of two 
studies, AREDS and LAST deonstrated 
a lowered risk of progression by about 
25% when treated with a high-dose 
combination of vitamins. 
  A new, proprietary supplement based 
on the scientific studies is available from 
these doctors.  A very powerful for-
mulation,  Macula Therapy Formula is 
available from Dr. Palmer’s office.
  Nine out of ten people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
type. There is no medical treatment ex-

cept for vitamins. The wet type is more 
aggressive and results in more dramat-
ic vision loss. It involves leaky blood 
vessels that sometimes can be sealed with 
hot or cold laser.  Newer  treatments, such 
as Macugen, Lucentis and Avastin are 
injections to prevent leakage.
  “Our job is to figure out every-
thing and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning,”  says 
Dr. Palmer. “Whether it’s driving, 
reading, watching television, seeing faces, 
playing bridge…we work with whatever 
is on the persons “wish list”.
  “Telescopic glasses usually cost over
$2000”, says Dr. Palmer, “especially
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass”.  Readin glasses start at $500 
and hand magnifiers under $100. Every 
case is different because people have 
different levels of vision and different 
desires.

Generations Women’s 
Health Center

Providing full scope
obstetrical , gynecological
and midwifery care along

with in-o�  ce procedures including 
Novasure, Essure, and HTA.

Laura France, M.D., OB/GYN

Mary Hayes, CNM Jill Coggins, CNM

Penny Menke Morin, CNM

1030 County Road E West   �  Suite 200
Shoreview, MN 55126

Direct 651.490.0433   �  Fax 651.490.4568

Open your body…
              open your life
      Experience the difference…

  Classes offered daily (Classes are for all levels)

Group classes • Private sessions
Yoga Therapy • Vichara (self inquiry)

Meditation workshops
www.highlandyogacenter.com          612-408-0434

1040 South Cleveland Ave.

  Classes offered daily (Classes are for all levels)

Group classes • Private sessions
Yoga Therapy • Vichara (self inquiry)

Meditation workshops
www.highlandyogacenter.com          612-408-0434

1040 South Cleveland Ave.

Highland Park residents and long-
time friends Wendy Lutter and 
Stephanie Ross have launched 

Empoword, a new product-based busi-
ness that is built on the premise that  
focusing on the right mantra can lead to 
changes in a person’s life.

Their products include such everyday 
items as T-shirts, water bottles and vinyl 
decals that are emblazoned with a single 
word and graphic image to promote 
positive thinking. 

Ross grew up in Mendota Heights and 
graduated from St. Paul Academy. Lutter 
grew up on Summit Avenue and gradu-
ated from Central High School. They 
both attended Smith College as art his-
tory majors and have been friends since 
they moved back to St. Paul and met in a 
college book club.

They worked on special events and 
fundraisers around the Twin Cities 
together while raising their children. 
When Ross, a holistic wellness coach, 
came up with the idea for Empoword, 
she turned to Lutter, who along with be-
ing a close friend is a marathoner with 
an MBA in marketing. 

Once the partnership was formed, 
both women marveled at how they had 
been independently testing the Empow-
ord concept for years to attain personal 
and professional goals.

Empoword products are now being 
sold in shops, fitness studios and well-
ness centers in four states and are ex-
pected to expand to three more states by 
July, Lutter said. Locally, they are being 

carried at the SweatShop on Snelling, 
the Bibelot Shop on Grand and Inner 
Strength Fitness in Minneapolis. They 
also may be ordered on-line by visiting 
www.thinkempoword.com.

Friends spread the word about wellness

Empoword creators Stephanie Ross, left, and Wendy Lutter with samples of 
their products at the SweatShop. Photo by Brad Stauffer

that his glasses were donated and that he 
wasn’t seeing things well,” Andrew said. 
“With proper glasses, he was better able 
to identify things correctly.”

Treatment for Ridley lasted about eight 
months. He is now in special education 

preschool at Expo Elementary School, 
where his teacher is a speech specialist. 
“He’s doing so well that he’ll be able to 
go to a regular classroom when he en-
rolls in kindergarten next year,” Andrew 
said.

The Nelsons said they realize that 
Ridley will have “a lot of little hurdles to 

overcome” as he grows up. And though 
Ridley still plays by himself a lot, he is 
learning from his brother and sister. 
“He does just fine communicating with 
them,” Kelly said. “Marete has a larger 
vocabulary, and he has her to emulate 
and learn from.”
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B A R  &  G R I L L
400 SELBY AVE. ON CATHEDRAL HILL

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

“Simply the Finest
Neighborhood Restaurant & Bar

in St. Paul”
                                                                        — St. Paul Convention & Visitor’s Bureau

  1802 St. Clair 651699-2445   224 No. Cleveland 651644-4983

$199

20% Off Dry Cleaning

                                                              REMEMBER: If you want a finely
finished shirt collar, we 
are your only choice!

  

Beautifully Laundered
& Pressed on Hangers

and/or Men’s Shirts

Coupon must be presented with 
incoming order.

 Coupon expires 5/31/08.

- No Limit
on Discount!
(Do the Math)

     Includes Drapes

Super COupON

$199

Immanuel Baptist
Church

We welcome
you to worship

with us on:
Sunday

10:00 am – Bible Class
10:45 am – Worship

Wednesday
7:00 pm – Bible Study/Prayer

www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an

independent church
750 Watson Ave. • St. Paul
MN 55102 • 651-227-5075

Food

Shopping on a budget
By Jo Marshall

You probably know all the ins and outs 
of your neighborhood grocery stores, 
but here are some economical op-

portunities that may have passed under the 

radar:
Calling all carnivores. The name isn’t 

sexy, but the prices are certainly appealing. 
The Meat Lab Sales Room at the University 
of Minnesota sells beef, pork, lamb and poul-
try that has been raised on university farms. 
On my last trip, sirloin was $5.00 a pound 
and Italian sausage was $1.25 a pound. The 
Sales Room also sells cheese and ice cream. 

It is open from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Wednesdays 
at the Andrew Boss Laboratory of Meat Sci-
ence, 1354 Eckles Ave. 

Co-op shopping on a budget. Learn how 
to shop co-ops on a budget from 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 28, at Mississippi 
Market, 622 Selby Ave. The class is free, but 
reservations are required. Call 651-310-9499. 
Groups that are interested in healthy eating 

on a budget may avail themselves of their 
own class by calling Liz McMann at 651-310-
9487. 

A nice catch for seniors. Seafood-loving 
seniors (ages 55 and up) save 20 percent on 
Tuesdays on everything in the store at Coast-
al Seafoods, 74 S. Snelling Ave. in St. Paul 
(651-698-4888) and 2330 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis (612-724-7425).

Tasty cooking on the cheap: 
Keeping the collectors at bay

One of the saving graces of the less-moneyed people of the 
world has always been that they were forced to eat more unadul-
terated, less dishonest food than the rich bitches.

— M.F.K. Fisher, from How to Cook a Wolf

When M.F.K. Fisher wrote her 1942 treatise on econ-
omy in the kitchen, wartime food shortages were at 
their peak. Even those who had managed to squeak 

through the Great Depression well-fed and happy felt that “the 
wolf was at the door.” In chapters with titles like “How to Be 
Sage Without Hemlock,” “How to Distribute your Virtue” and 
“How to Have a Sleek Pelt,” Fisher dispensed prudent advice 
on thrift along with generous examples of the fearless disposi-
tion it takes to dine well without extravagance. 

Fast forward to 2008: With food prices at all-time highs, ev-
erybody is feeling the pinch. Coupon redemption has spiked 
for the first time in years. Eggs cost 24 percent more than in 
2007. Consumers who once shopped only at upscale grocer-
ies are flocking to the big-box supermarkets. We don’t have 
WWII-style, government-mandated rationing, but if you’re 
feeding a family on a budget, you ration yourself.

How do you rein in the grocery bill without sacrificing 
taste? Here’s some food for thought, culled from ancient sages 
and modern professionals:

Dump the junk. If there’s a silver lining in the current burst 
of food inflation, it’s that Americans desperately need to go 
on a diet. This is not to diminish the tragedy of hunger. Poor 
people suffer even more as food prices surge. But as a nation, 
we’re obese, and many of us could stand to drop a few pounds. 
Pledge to stop spending your cash on empty calories. Do you 
really need that soda or bag of chips? Cut the junk, and you’ll 
be tightening your belt in more ways than one.

Go whole. Whole foods are far cheaper than processed 
foods. Just compare the price of a five-pound bag of potatoes 
to a pound of precut frozen fries. Making every meal from 
scratch isn’t easy for busy parents, but simple foods, simply 
prepared, simply cost less than their processed counterparts. 
And you’ll get better nutrition in the bargain. 

Waste not. Fisher recommended keeping “an old gin bottle” 
in the refrigerator to collect the juices from canned vegetables, 
then turning them into a broth. It’s not a practice I plan to 
adopt, but the wisdom is unquestionable. The most expensive 
food in the world is the food you throw away. Toss chicken 

bones into a bag in the freezer until you’ve got enough for 
stock. Freeze that unfinished baguette and use it for crostini. 
If a recipe calls for egg yolks, refrigerate the whites for tomor-
row’s omelets. 

Keep inventory. Take stock of your pantry and refrigerator 
every day. That leftover steak might make a great sandwich, 
but only if you remember it’s there. Making the most of what 
you’ve got requires some vigilance. When celery and carrots 
begin to look limp, make soup. When the yogurt is about to 
expire, have a smoothie for breakfast. 

Simplify, simplify, simplify. Those of us with a passion for 
cooking can convince ourselves that life will come to a screech-
ing halt without this or that exotic and often expensive ingre-
dient. I should know. Some time back, I realized that cooking 
oils were taking up so much real estate in my cupboard, they 
required a second zip code. A quick tally revealed three kinds 
of vegetable oils, peanut oil, three different olive oils (one for 
cooking, one for salads, one for dipping bread) and numerous 
oils for flavoring (walnut, hazelnut, chili, etc.) It’s nice to have 
an arsenal, but enough is enough. I now manage to survive 
with only two cooking oils—canola and an extra virgin olive 
oil that I buy in three-liter tins.

Stock up. Or not. Some cooks economize by stocking up on 
items when they’re on sale. Others quickly forget what’s in the 
freezer and believe they economize by shopping daily, mindful 
of what will go on the table that night. Know thyself. Make a 
grocery list, but be flexible so that you can plan meals around 

what’s good and what’s cheap.
Indulge in affordable luxuries. We all have our weakness-

es. Despite the price, I always have saffron in the spice rack. 
Just a pinch in a paella or risotto makes me feel like a million. 
In winter, when rosemary seems to cost a buck a sprig, fresh 
herbs fall off my shopping list, but I’ll never part with pars-
ley. It’s cheap, it keeps for weeks and it makes winter taste like 
spring. Parsley isn’t indulgent, but with the right attitude it can 
certainly taste that way. 

Take recipes with a grain of salt. When food writers de-
velop recipes for glossy food magazines, someone else is pick-
ing up the tab. On a recent episode of “Everyday Food,” one of 
Martha’s minions suggested fillet of beef as an easy weeknight 
supper. Excuse me? At $25 a pound, fillet isn’t something you 
sling at the kids on a Tuesday. Look to food magazines for in-
spiration, but remember: They’re designed to make us salivate, 
not save us money. Dried herbs can be substituted for fresh 
ones, dried cranberries can stand in for dried cherries, walnuts 
will work for pecans, and most sauces that call for cream will 
be just fine with Half & Half. In the frugal kitchen, substitution 
is a daily ritual.

Pick your battles. At some point, economics will likely 
trump ethics. As much as we’d love to eat a purely organic diet, 
finances often force us to reconsider. If you must have organic 
milk, economize on other things. Natural meat is a priority for 

Home Fires
By Jo Marshall

Save money without sacrificing taste. Dress up your dishes with 
parsley in the winter and buy your potatoes in bulk instead of 
indulging  in those precut frozen French fries.  photos by janet hostetteR
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Now open at the Happy Gnome...

The Firehouse Room
visit thehappygnome.com for details

The Happy Gnome
498 Selby Ave., St Paul, MN 55102

651-287-2018

Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based

Community!
Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River.  Units include 10

meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.

$1,450+ monthly.
For infomation and/or appointment

call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,

laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.
651-696-8400 • www.franciscancare.org

call 651-696-8420 call 651-695-4100

Ask
About

Our Spring 

Special!

651-690-5497

We successfully treat patients who have had:
• bad past dental experiences
• no treatment for 5+ yrs.
• anxiety
• problems getting numb

• busted teeth that won’t let you chew or
taste correctly and cause indigestion.

• endodontic problems

542 South Snelling • Highland Park • St. Paul, MN

“My problem
has been
eliminated
and I’ve
found a
friend I can
count on!”

No Insurance? Financing Available
Est. 1983

Visit our
new website!

tv-smiles.com

me, and I’ll continue to buy it even if it means 
switching to cheaper cuts. 

Go meatless. Speaking of meat, most of us 
eat far more than we need to, and economics 
alone makes this a great time to go vegetarian, 
if only for a few meals a week. In many parts 
of the world, people survive just fine eating 
very little meat. Lentils are a terrific source 
of protein, as are their leguminous brethren, 
beans. Summer might not be the best time to 
stew a pot of split peas, but how about a white 
bean salad or a dish of Cuban beans and rice? 

Peasant is pleasant. When budgeting gets 
you down, remember that anyone can pro-
duce a feast on a limitless budget, but it takes 
a skillful cook to create a great dish on a shoe-
string. Many of the world’s most revered dish-
es—cassoulet, ossobuco, etc.—came from the 
kitchens of peasants. We get misty-eyed over 
memories of grandmother’s cooking—well, 
grandma wasn’t cooking with truffle oil. 

Eat in season. Gastronomes have long been 
telling us to eat in season for reasons of taste. 
Now, economics is forcing the issue. An out-
of-season tomato that tastes like cardboard 
isn’t a bargain at any price. But summer is just 
around the corner, and the farmers’ markets 
will soon be overflowing with tasty, reason-
ably priced produce. Eat it while you can. The 
low prices will improve the flavor. 

Shop around. I pass four grocery stores on 
my way home from work. At some point in 

the week, I’ll invariably visit several. The co-op 
is great for meat. Another store has produce 
priced right. A third sells butter for at least a 
dollar cheaper than the others. Obviously, it 
doesn’t make sense to drive halfway across 
town to save a dime on milk, but it does pay 
to know who’s likely to have the best prices on 
food you use all the time. And when you’re in 
the neighborhood, swing into an ethnic store: 
Asian, Hispanic or Greek. Terrific values await 
in unfamiliar territory. 

Say a prayer. This isn’t an attempt at con-
version, but food eaten with a grateful atti-
tude tastes better and seems more plentiful. 
Reserve a moment to give thanks for what 
you have, if not to a deity, then to the person 
who grew it, bought it, cooked it. And turn off 
the television: It’s been proven that loud noise 
makes us eat more with less appreciation for 
what we’ve eaten.

Join the greater generation. Sure, we be-
moan what we can’t afford, but chances are 
we have far more than someone on the other 
side of the planet or, for that matter, down the 
block. People have been dealing with food 
shortages since the beginning of time. Talk to 
someone who survived WWII—you know, 
the so-called Greatest Generation. You’ll re-
alize that now is the perfect opportunity for 
baby boomers and their even more self-indul-
gent offspring to buck up and show what we’re 
made of. Give grandma a run for her money. 
Then see how righteous you feel. 

The Big Top Wine Club will sample some 
of the best Spanish wines currently on the 
market during a sit-down tasting at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 21, at the Lexington Restau-
rant, 1096 Grand Ave. Complimentary appe-
tizers will be served with the wines. The cost 
is $20. Call 651-644-4501.

TeaSource, 752 S. Cleveland Ave., will offer 
the following spring classes: “Mom & Me Tea,” 
a Mother’s Day tea party featuring snacks, 
games and complimentary flowers for moth-
ers from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 
10 (free for children 10 and younger); “New 
Teas” featuring exotic, limited production teas 
from a variety of tea estates, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m. Thursday, May 15; and “Iced Tea Basics” 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 21. 
The cost is $10 per class, unless noted. Call 
651-690-9822.

The Blue Plate Restaurant Company 
recently opened 3 Squares at 12690 Arbor 
Lakes Pkwy. N. in Maple Grove. The restau-
rant serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, with 
entrées ranging from vegetarian risotto to 
grilled meatloaf. 3 Squares is the newest res-
taurant in the Blue Plate family, which began 
when Australian-born chef David Burley and 
Minnesota native Stephanie Shimp opened 

the Highland Grill on Cleveland Avenue in 
1992. The company also operates the Edina 
Grill, Groveland Tap and Longfellow Grill.

SheCooks has been launched by Shelagh 
Geraghty Mullen of Macalester-Groveland, 
who has combined a passion for cooking and 
more than 20 years as a graphic designer into 
a gourmet baking mix business. Her mixes are 
produced locally from organic, stone-ground 
flours. SheCooks mixes for pancakes, biscuits, 
pizza dough, cupcakes, corn bread and pop-
overs are available at Cooks of Crocus Hill, 
the Golden Fig, Sociale Gourmet and www.
shecooks.biz. Geraghty Mullen also plans to  
conduct cooking classes this spring.

Chocolat Céleste, 2506 University Ave., a 
gourmet chocolate company that is owned by 
Highland Park resident Mary Leonard, will 
introduce a new line of bonbons featuring 
children’s original designs on June 1. Students 
from Highland Catholic, Holy Spirit, Nativity 
and St. Mark’s schools were invited to draw 
their pets for the design contest. A panel of 
judges will select four of the drawings to be-
come the first Kids Create Art chocolates. A 
portion of the sales of those products will be 
donated to the four schools. For information, 
visit www.Chocolatceleste.com.

Tidbits
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Put your cupboard space to good use: Stock up on groceries when the price is right.



WEDNESDAY, may 7, 2008 	 VILLAGER	 page 31

The Kiosk
Wednesday/May 7
The Capitol Region Watershed 
District will hold a public meeting 
this evening to present its Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP) 
and stormwater management activities 
conducted in 2007. The meeting will be held 
at 6:00 this evening at the CRWD’s office, 
1410 Energy Park Drive, Suite 4. A copy of 
the SWPPP and draft 2007 SWPPP annual 
report is available at www.capitolregionwd.
org. Contact Anna Eleria at 651-644-8888 
or anna@capitolregionwd.org.

“From Mrs. to Ms.: The Nuts and 
Bolts of Divorce,” a class for women who are 
considering or are in the process of divorce, 
will be offered from 6:00 to 9:00 this 
evening at WomenVenture, 2324 University 
Ave. The fee is $80. Call 651-646-3808.

Thursday/May 8
A World War II History Roundtable 
on Omaha Beach will be held at 7:00 this 
evening at Fort Snelling. Adrian Lewis, 
author of Omaha Beach: A Flawed Victory, 
will be joined by Army infantry, airborne, 
Rangers, Navy and Air Force veterans from 
the campaign in Normandy. The cost is 
$5.00 Call 612-726-1171.

Friday/May 9
Imaculée Ilibagiza, a young 
Rwandan woman who survived the 1994 
genocide in her country, will speak about 
forgiveness and her experiences during a 
lecture at 7:00 this evening at the Basilica of 
St. Mary in Minneapolis. Admission is $12. 
Part of the proceeds will be used to assist 
Rwandan orphans. A reception will follow.

A SAMBA (Silent Auction, Music, Books, 
Art) Festival will be held from 4:00 to 9:00 
this evening at the Carondelet Center, 1890 
Randolph Ave. Proceeds will benefit St. 
Joseph Workers, a spiritually based program 
for young women sponsored by the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

The Armstrong-Quinlan House, 
225-229 Eagle Pkwy., will be open for 
touring at 5:30 this evening. The tour will 
provide an insider’s look at the historic 
property and a chance to mingle with 
friends of Historic St. Paul and Preserve 
Minneapolis. Wine and cheese will be 
served. Admission is free.

Saturday/May 10
A “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive 
will be held today to gather donations for 
Second Harvest Heartland. Nonperishable 
food items may be left by the mailbox, 
where they will be picked up by letter 
carriers. Especially needed are canned 
soups, meats, fish, juices, vegetables and 
fruits; boxed goods, such as cereal; pasta, 
rice and peanut butter. Call 651-484-5117.

A yard sale will be held by Highland 
Park Senior High School’s student council 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. today in 
the garden just off Snelling Avenue and 
Edgcumbe Road (in case of rain, the sale 
will be moved into the field house). Clean, 
gently used sale donations may be dropped 
off at the school’s parking lot doors from 
2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Friday, May 9. 

A used bike sale will be held by the 
Nativity Boy Scout Troop from 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. today on the school playground, 
1900 Stanford Ave. The Safe Kids Program 
will fit bike helmets and sell new ones at 
cost. Bikes can be consigned or donated 
for the sale by bringing them to Nativity 
between 7:00 and 10:00 this morning or 
by calling Bob Hyland at 651-698-3992 to 
arrange for a pickup.

“Career and Life Planning for 
Moms” will be offered from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on five Saturdays, beginning 
today, at WomenVenture, 2324 University 
Ave. The cost is $290 and includes a 
personalized career consultation. Contact 
Anne Rodenberg at 651-251-0687 or 
arodenberg@womenventure.org.

an Interpretive Bike Tour will 
be offered at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Bikers will rediscover 
the sites of waterfalls, Dakota villages, 
military camps and old railroads. Helmets 
are required. The program is free. To 
register, call 612-725-2724.

The Highland Friendship 
Club will hold its first Art of Friendship 
fundraiser from 6:00 to 8:30 this evening at 
Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St. The 
event will feature art made by Highland 
Friendship Club members, live music by 
local musician Larry McDonough, a silent 
auction, appetizers and beverages. There 
is no entrance fee. Proceeds will be used to 
provide summer activities for young adults 
with disabilities. Call 651-698-4096 or visit 
highlandfriendshipclub.org.

The Twin Cities Bungalow 
Club will hold its spring home tour 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. today. Eight 
bungalows and other Arts & Crafts-era 
houses will be open to the public. Maps 
with the addresses and descriptions may 
be picked up at 10:00 this morning at the 
first house on the tour, 3627 27th Ave. 
S., Minneapolis. Tickets are $5.00 for 
nonmembers. Call 612-724-5816 or visit 
www.bungalowclub.org.

Sunday/May 11
Mother’s Day will be celebrated 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m today at Fort 
Snelling. Visitors can learn about the 
important roles 19th-century women served 
at the fort, meet Abigail Snelling and other 
costumed history players, visit with cook 
and nanny Barbara Ann Schaedeker, join 
in a mother-daughter art project and enjoy 
refreshments. Admission is $5.00-$10. Call 
612-726-1171.

A Mother’s Day Tea will be served at 
noon and 2:30 this afternoon at the Sibley 
House Historic Site in Mendota. Visitors 
will meet Minnesota’s first First Lady, 
Sarah Sibley, and enjoy a multi-course tea, 
including special Sibley House blends, from 
McHattie’s Victorian Times of Woodbury. 
The cost is $24-$29. For reservations, call 
651-452-1596.

A Mother’s Day brunch will be 
served from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today 
at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. The cost of the all-you-can-eat 
affair is $16.95-$23.95. For reservations, call 
651-259-3031.

“Off the Beaten Path,” a 
neighborhood walking tour, will be offered 
by the Ramsey Hill Association from 2:00 
to 4:00 this afternoon. Walkers should meet 
at the flagpole on Summit Avenue across 
from the Cathedral of St. Paul. The tour will 
be led by St. Paul historian and writer Jane 
McClure, Jim White and RHA president Jim 
Groskopf.  

Monday/May 12
Sami Rasouli will talk about medical 
care and other conditions in Iraq at 7:30 
this evening at Macalester Plymouth 
United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. Rasouli, 
a long-time U.S. citizen and Minnesota 
businessman, returned to Iraq after the 
war and started to form the Muslim 
PeaceKeeper Team. The event is co-

sponsored by Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 
Admission is free.

Mothers & More will have a Mother’s 
Day party and open house from 7:00 to 
8:30 this evening at the Hamline Midway 
Library, 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. The 
evening will include a guided discussion on 
“Pop Culture Moms.” Call 651-204-2107.

Tuesday/May 13
The Como-Midway La Leche 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening to 
discuss the advantages of breastfeeding. 
Current and expecting mothers are invited 
to attend with their babies and toddlers. 
Call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

The Mad Hatter’s Tea House, 943 
W. 7th St., will hold a conversational salon 
from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. Chingwell 
Mutombu will talk about First Step 
Initiative, a business that she started in 2002 
to help women in the Congo. The salon is 
free, but donations are encouraged for the 
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 7:30 this evening in the Whole Foods 
parking lot, 30 S. Fairview Ave., for a 
residential hike. Call 651-646-6421.

The St. Paul Heritage Preservation 
Awards will be presented this evening in the 
lower level of St. Paul City Hall (enter on 
4th Street). A social hour will begin at 6:00 
p.m., followed by the awards at 7:00. A $5.00 
donation is suggested. Register by May 9 by 
calling Judith VanDyne at 612-338-6763.

Wednesday/May 14
Beginning Israeli dance for adults 
will be taught by Twin Cities dancer Shira 
Schwartz at 7:00 p.m. on eight Wednesdays, 
beginning this evening, at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The 
cost is $40-$60. Free dancing will follow 
from 8:00 to 9:30 each night and is open to 
the public. Call 651-698-0751. 

A spring garage sale will be held 
by YMCA Camps du Nord and Widjiwagan 
today through Saturday, May 17, in the 
Merchandise Mart at the Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds. Hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. today through Friday, and from 
9:00 a.m. to noon for Saturday’s bag sale.
Admission is free. Call 612-465-0490.

Our Northern Stars leadership 
breakfast will be held from 7:30 to 9:00 this 
morning at the College of St. Catherine. 
The guest will be Deborah Pierce, former 
head of the FBI’s Minneapolis office and the 
first female deputy assistant director in the 
bureau’s criminal division in Washington, 
D.C. Ruth Koscielak is the host. The cost is 
$15-$24. Call 651-690-6819.

Dr. Edward Hallowell, a 
psychiatrist and author, will speak about 
The Childhood Roots of Adult Happiness 
from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at St. Paul 
Academy and Summit School, 1712 
Randolph Ave. Admission is free. Call Sarah 
Davies at 651-696-1408.

Thursday/May 15
Hamline Midway History Corps 
will present Brian McMahon of University 

A youngster scales a climbing wall during Wilder Center’s grand opening on May 3. The 
new $36 million center on University Avenue and Lexington Parkway features nearly 
100,000 square feet of space and is expected to provide health and human services for 
more than 22,000 client visits each year. Photo by Anne Brandrud
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upcoming performances

Fitzgerald Theater

St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir
TueSday, june 24, 7:45 Pm

at the Cathedral of St. Paul

spanning nine centuries of history, the 
st. paul cathedral choir of London is led by 

music director andy carwood and represents one of the 
major forces in British church music today, basing its work on the 

ancient monastic tradition of sung prayer services.

dan Chouinard
 Café europa II 

SaTurday, may 31, 8 Pm

in the second installment of his trilogy, 
chouinard returns with his musical travelogue 

for bicycle and accordion. With guests the 
rose ensemble, maria Jette, the Brass messengers,

peter ostroushko and John munson.

jelani eddington
Hosted by michael Barone

Sunday, june 29, 8:00 P.m. — Free

one of the world’s most prominent young theater 
organists explores many pages of the ‘american
songbook’ as he celebrates the centenary of composer 
Leroy anderson on the mighty Wurlitzer. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir

Talking Volumes  
judy Blume
THurSday, june 12, 7 Pm

one of america’s most beloved but controversial 
authors due to the difficult themes she pursues, 
Judy Blume (Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, 
Blubber, Summer Sisters), joins host Kerri miller.

Talking Volumes is a partnership of Minnesota Public Radio, 
the Star Tribune, and the Loft Literary Center.

Call the box office at 651-290-1221 or 
www.fitzgeraldtheater.org for details.















Directors: William Jorgensen, Corey Ferguson, Tom Griswold, and Glen Novack

Phone: (651) 224-2341   Fax: (651) 224-9913

United speaking on “Transportation 
History along University Avenue” from 
7:00 to 8:30 this evening at the Hamline 
Midway Library, 1558 W. Minnehaha 
Ave. Admission is free. Visit www.
hamlinemidwayhistory.org.

The St. Paul Metro La Leche 
League will meet at 7:00 this evening. All 
expectant and nursing mothers and their 
babies are welcome. For meeting location, 
call 651-645-8516.

Friday/May 16
Grand Olde St. Mark’s Days will 
be celebrated from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. today 
and from noon to 10:00 p.m. tomorrow 
at the church and school on Dayton and 
Prior avenues. The ninth annual festival 
will feature carnival rides, bingo, food, 
entertainment, a country store and more. 
Call 651-645-5717.

“Let’s Celebrate 10 Years,” a 
fundraising event for Historic St. Paul, will 
be held at 6:00 this evening at the Lightner 
House, 318 Summit Ave. The evening will 
include music, cocktails, appetizers and 
friends. Visit www.historicsaintpaul.org.

Saturday/May 17
Adoption Information will be 
presented from 9:00 a.m. to noon today 
at Children’s Home Society and Family 
Services, 1605 Eustis St. Both international 
and domestic infant adoption will be 
covered and a panel of adoptive families will 
share their experiences. Admission is free. 
Call 651-646-6393.

Card and board games will be 
played at 1:00 this afternoon in Fellowship 
Hall at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
700 Wesley Lane, Mendota Heights. Adults 
should bring their own games. Coffee and 
snacks will be furnished and prizes will be 
awarded. Players will have a chance to meet 
their neighbors and donate to the church’s 
local mission, Emma Norton Services, 
which helps the homeless get back on their 
feet. Call Beda Lewis at 651-437-3948.

Fish Traps will be the topic of discussion 
during a program at 1:00 this afternoon by 
Fort Snelling State Park. Participants will 
learn how fish traps are used to inventory 
and monitor fish populations in the rivers 
and lakes of Minnesota. They will check 
fish traps with the naturalist and identify 
the species caught. The program is free. For 
location, call 612-725-2724.

Bucks for Books, a book sale to 
raise scholarship money for high school 
seniors, will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. today and from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
tomorrow at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
700 S. Snelling Ave. The sale will feature 
hardcover, paperback and coffee table 
books, used CDs, CD-ROMs, DVDs, gently 
used games, puzzles and related items. 

Sunday/May 18
Blacksmithing will be taught 
under the direction of skilled smiths from 
1:00 to 4:00 this afternoon at Fort Snelling. 
Visitors will select a project, work the forge 
and pound the hot metal. The cost is $30-
$33. Call 612-726-1171. 

A Walking Tour of the city of Mendota 
will begin at 1:00 this afternoon from the 
Sibley House Historic Site. Visitors will 
view original landmarks in one of the oldest 
towns in the state. The cost is $4.00-$6.00. 
Call 651-452-1596.

A Flood plain Walk will be offered 

at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort Snelling State 
Park. Participants will learn how creatures 
adapt for survival in this type of wetland. 
The program is free, but a state parking 
permit is required. Call 612-725-2724.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 2:30 this afternoon at Cherokee Park for a 
hike in West St. Paul and Mendota Heights. 
Call 651-646-6421.

Monday/May 19
The Garden Club of Ramsey County 
will meet at 7:25 this evening at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
Malcolm Burleigh, a local expert on cacti 
and succulents, will be the guest speaker. 
Admission is free. Call 651-696-1996.

Tuesday/May 20
“Great Reads Recycled,” a used 
book exchange, will take place today 
through May 23 at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Chuck Frederick, 
author of Leatherheads of the North: The True 
Story of Ernie Nevers and the Duluth Eskimos, 
will speak from 6:30 to 8:00 this evening. 
Admission on opening night is $5.00, or 
$10 per family, and includes refreshments. 
There also will be appearances by Kate 
Havelin, author of Minnesota Running 
Trials: Dirt, Gravel, Rocks and Roots, at 7:00 
p.m. tomorrow; and Norita Dittberner-Jax, 
author of Longing for Home, at 7:00 p.m. on 
May 22. Used books may be dropped off 
for the exchange on May 18-19. Those who 
contribute five or more books will receive 
a coupon for one free book. Otherwise, the 
cost is $3.00 for hardcovers and $2.00 for 
paperbacks. Call 651-698-0751.

The Mad Hatter’s Tea House,  
943 W. 7th St., will hold a conversational 
salon from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. The 
discussion will focus on the book Three 
Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and 
journalist David Oliver Renin. The salon is 
free, but donations are encouraged for the 
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

Wednesday/May 21
Heart healthy activities will 
be held from 6:00 to 8:00 this evening 
at St. Paul Fire Station No. 14, 111 N. 
Snelling Ave. The evening will include 
chair massages, blood pressure checks, 
yoga, food, games, demonstrations and 
prizes. Admission is free, but registration is 
required and children must be accompanied 
by an adult. To register, call 651-224-7811 
by May 14.

31b kiosk
Scots gather for 

annual fair May 17

Minnesota’s largest gathering of 
Scots will come together “Where 
the Highlands meet the Prairie” 

at the fifth annual Minnesota Scottish 
Fair & Highland Games from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Saturday, May 17, at the Dakota 
County Fairgrounds, 4008 220th St. W., 
Farmington. 

 The day will feature competitions in 
bagpiping, Highland dancing and the 
heavy events. There also will be a Parade 
of Scots, sheepherding demonstrations, a 
living history encampment, a Scottish dog 
breed exhibit, a Celtic Marketplace and 
traditional Scottish foods, including hag-
gis, meat pies, and Scotch eggs.

The event is the offshoot of the former 
Scottish Country Fair, which ended a 31-
year run on the grounds of Macalester 
College in 2003. The gates open at 8:00 
am. Admission is $5.00-$15. 

For more information, visit www.mn-
scottishfair.org or call 952-470-6300.
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On the Town

Spectr
um

JAZZ     TAP    BALLET

 975 Grand Ave. St. Paul
(Grand at Chatsworth 2 blocks east of Grand & Lexington Pkwy.)

651-224-8951
www.dancespectrum.com

Summer Dance
Class Schedules/Information

•Pre-school
•Youth
•Teens
•Adults

……………………

……………………

Bake Sale
Saturday,  May 31st

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Church on-the-Hill
& El Santo Nino Jesus
1524 Summit Avenue

By Bob Gilbert

On a trip through the Scottish 
Highlands, Jack and Barbara 
Maloney came across a small hand-

lettered sign beside the highway that read 
“The Wee Mad Road.” It was too intriguing 
to pass up. 

They turned their car onto the one-
lane road and after 10 miles came upon 
Achiltibuie, a coastal village of whitewashed 
stone houses with slate roofs, small windows 
and chimneys on either end. Located on 
the Coigach peninsula, the town offered 
a panoramic view of Badentarbat Bay, the 
northern tip of the Isle of Skye and the 
channels separating the Outer Hebrides 
Islands from Scotland.

“We went through the little village and fell 
head over heels in love with it,” Barbara said. 
“Neither one of us can explain it. We found a 
bed and breakfast, stayed five days, and when 
we were leaving we had tears in our eyes. 
There was something about it, as if we’d been 
there before.”

The Merriam Park couple promised 
themselves that when their daughters 
were grown, they would find more time 
to travel. That opportunity arose several 
years later, and they returned to Achiltibuie, 
not as tourists this time, but as two of the 
60 residents of the town. They lived there 

from 1978 to 1981 and recently published 
a memoir of the experience, titled The Wee 
Mad Road. 

“Our children grew up and left home,” they 
write in an introduction to the book. “Before 
they could come back, we sold the house and 
ran away to a foreign land.”

Jack wrote much of the text. Barbara 
had kept a diary during their sojourn and 
half of the book is taken from it. Barbara 
also contributed 24 sketches and paintings 
depicting life on the treeless moors of heather 
and gorse where rain, wind and tide govern 
every facet of daily life. Her painting of 
Scottish farmers loading sheep on a rowboat 
headed to a remote grassy island for the 
winter graces the cover of the book. 

“The book is kind of like Peter Mayle’s A 
Year in Provence with rotten weather and 
lots of whisky,” Jack said. As he relates in the 
book:

…often as not, the weather here is horrid. 
For which I am grateful. After all, we have 
a spectacular coast, gorgeous mountains, 
lovely islands, sparkling beaches. Were it 
not for horrid weather, the whole place 
would have been bought up by rock stars, 
sheikhs and speculators. Coigach offers 
five-star scenery on a one-star budget, 
and I can enjoy it all without speaking 
German or Arabic—so long as I can live 
with the weather.

Jack was raised on Chicago’s South Side 
and Barbara in North Minneapolis. The 
couple said they had never experienced the 
sense of community they felt living among 
the shepherds, fishermen, poets, crofters, 
poachers and musicians in Achiltibuie. The 
nearest supermarket was 21/2 hours away 
in the town of Inverness, so the citizens of 
Achiltibuie raised sheep, fished and tended 
small gardens.

“When we arrived, we decided that we 
wanted to get involved in the life of the 
community, so we made ourselves useful,” 
Jack said. “There was a lot of communal 
work. We threw ourselves into it and that 
opened all the doors.

“It was fun being in that culture,” he said. 
“Every house had a musical instrument, 
and when the pub closed at 11:00, we’d go to 
people’s houses and sit around all night long 
telling stories, playing music, singing songs, 

declaiming poetry. People shared their talents 
and entertained each other, and they were an 
appreciative audience.”

“It’s a tight community, but they were very 
generous to strangers,” Barbara said. “They 
were an interesting people, well-read and 
very articulate, and they weren’t yet devoured 
by television.”

The Maloneys embraced that generosity, 
and would sometimes offer the spare 
bedrooms in their 100-year-old cottage 
to wayfaring musicians who came to the 
Highlands in search of their Gaelic roots or 
inspiration. As the Maloneys write:

Coigach is poor land, more rock and acid 
peat than arable soil. The miles of drystone 
dykes that delineate crofts and roads and 
march up hills were built with the labor 
of generations, as much to stow the stones 
somewhere as to create barriers. Atlantic 
storms build speed and strength across 
3,000 miles of open ocean until they strike 
the Northwest Highlands and hammer into 
submission any living thing that tries to 
grow.

The couple wrote the book within two 
years of their return, but the manuscript 
sat in a drawer for two decades. Recently, 
they dusted it off and shopped it around 
to publishers. Eventually, they decided to 
publish it themselves.

“There’s a lot of virtue in self-publishing,” 
Jack said, “as long as you aren’t trying to 
make money.”

The book is now available at Itascabooks.
com and from other on-line sources as well 
as several local bookstores. They sold eight 
copies to a museum in Nova Scotia, where 
many of the original settlers were from the 
Achiltibuie area. Scottish Life magazine is 

publishing an article about the book this 
summer. The Maloneys have even discovered 
an article about the book in an on-line 
Japanese magazine.

The Maloneys, who have been married for 
50 years, met in Loring Park in Minneapolis 
while playing wingmen for their best friends, 
who were courting. Jack was stationed at the 
time at Camp Ripley in Minnesota while 
training for the Illinois National Guard.

A graduate of the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism, Jack wrote scripts 
for a Hopkins company that produced 
commercial and industrial films. Barbara, 
who has a degree in biology, got her 
accounting degree upon her return from 
Scotland and went to work for the state of 
Minnesota. 

Along with the manuscript gathering dust 
in their drawer, the Maloneys retained their 
fond memories of Achiltibuie. In the book, 
they write about their final weeks there:

These winding down days are painful 
and joyous together. Everything we do, 
every visit, every song, every day of work 
alongside our friends here, is haunted by 
the thought of impending loss. Something 
keeps getting in my eyes, and I’m rubbing 
them all too often. Still, I’m eager to 
return to America after two years’ 
absence, and I’m curious to see how it 
will seem to me through the filter of long 
separation.

“A lot of the people we knew and loved in 
Achiltibuie have since passed away,” Jack said. 
“We wanted to keep their memory bright.”

The Maloneys will read from The Wee 
Mad Road during a free program beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 8, at Common 
Good Books, 165 N. Western Ave. 

The Wee Mad Road authors Barbara and Jack Maloney.  photo by brad stauffer

Flying the coop
Merriam Park couple recall how 
as young empty-nesters they spent 
two years on the Wee Mad Road
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LUNCH: Mon-Sat 11AM to 2PM
BRUNCH: Sun 10AM to 2PM

PATIO: Daily
Starting May 12th

Fabulous Italian Food & Wine

579 Selby Ave.
Saint Paul

www.ilvescovino.com

Located on
Historic Cathedral Hill

(651) 222-7000

LUNCH
BRUNCH

PATIO

New:

W
oodfired Pizza

& Sandwiches

Lunch that is close
Lunch that is convenient

Lunch that is an experience
Lunch that is

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Happy Hour – $2.00 domestic bottles
appetizer specials

 Sun.  4 p.m. - 6 p.m., Mon. - Thurs. 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Watch for

our post Grand

Old Day Party

The Deck isNow Open,
Outdoors…ahhh!

Dance
“Bailemos,” a fundraising dance for 
Common Hope, a nonprofit that provides 
education, housing and health care for more 
than 8,000 impoverished Guatemalans, will 
be held from 6:30-10:30 p.m. Friday, May 
9, at Cinema Ballroom, 1560 St. Clair Ave. 
Admission is $15, free for those age 12 and 
under. Call 651-646-6285.

Ballet Minnesota will present the classic 
Swan Lake, starring former Bolshoi dancer 
Oksana Konobeyeva and Ramon Thielen, at 
7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday, May 16-17, 
at the Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. Exchange St. 
The children’s ballet Elfin, by the Classical 
Ballet Academy of Minnesota, will also be 
featured. A matinee at 2:00 p.m. Saturday will 
feature Elfin, excerpts from Swan Lake and a 
variety of other works. Tickets at $14-$28 are 
available at the box office (651-290-1221) or 
by calling 612-673-0404.

Lóma Mór Irish Dance Club will hold a 
benefit céilí from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 17, at the Odd Fellows Hall, 2380 
Hampden Ave. In addition to the usual 
group dances, the event will feature dance 
demonstrations and other activities. The 
suggested donation is $10, or $3.00 for those 
who come simply to dance as usual.

Theater
Students at St. Paul Open School, 90 S. 
Western Ave., will stage both Driving Miss 
Daisy and Maggie Magalita beginning at 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday through Friday, May 7-9. 
Admission is $7.00 for adults and $5.00 for 
students and seniors. Cabaret-style seating is 
also available on Thursday and Friday. The 
$60 fee includes the theater, desserts and 
beverages for four. Call 651-293-9670.

The decadence of 1930s Berlin comes to life 
in the Tony Award-winning musical Cabaret, 
playing through May 18 at the Ordway. Tari 
Kell, Nick Garrison, Louis Hobson, Suzy 
Hunt, Allen Fitzpatrick and Tyson Forbes star. 
Show times are 8:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, 2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 2:00 
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $48-$65. 
Call 651-224-4222.

The Triangle Factory Fire Project, a searing 
drama about the 1911 blaze that killed 146 

people and the trial and political upheaval 
that followed, is being performed through 
May 25 by the Minnesota Jewish Theatre 
Company. Directed by Carolyn Levy, it stars 
Matt Rein, Adam King, Brian Columbus, M. 
Scott Taulman, David Coral, Elena Giannetti, 
Anna Olson, Kirby Bennett and Ellen Apel. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. 
Sundays in the auditorium of the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Panel 
discussions will follow the show on May 18. 
Tickets are $17 to $24. Call 651-647-4315.

Mom’s the Word, a wildly funny, sometimes 
touching collection of monologues, skits, 
songs and dances about motherhood, is being 
performed through June 8 by Actors Theater 
of Minnesota. Directed by Peter Moore, it 
stars Christine Karki, Dawn Brodey, Mo Perry, 
Elizabeth Hawes and Emily Fradenburgh. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays at the Lowry Theater, 16 W. 5th St. 
Tickets are $25-33. Call 612-673-0404.

These Shining Lives, the story of the Radium 
Girls, the female employees who unwittingly 
exposed themselves to radioactivity at the 
Radium Dial Watch Company in Chicago, 
will open May 10 at the History Theatre, 30 

E. 10th St. Following previews at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8, and 8:00 p.m. Friday, May 
9, the show will run at 8:00 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, 
10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, and 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays through June 1. For ticket 
information, call 651-292-4323.
Real Women Have Curves, a play by Josefina 
Lopez about Latina immigrants and the 
power of women working together, will be 
performed May 9-29 by Teatro del Pueblo. 
The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays and at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at the Paul and Sheila Wellstone 
Center, 179 E. Robie St. An interactive 
fashion show that explores the female 
image, from both the Latina and non-Latina 
perspective, will augment the experience. 
Tickets are $14, $16 and $18, or whatever 
you can pay on Sunday evenings. For 
reservations, call 651-225-8106.
Central High School’s Touring Theater 
will perform two original plays at 8:00 p.m. 
Friday and 2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 16 and 17, in Pearson Theater at 
Concordia University, 312 N. Hamline 
Ave. We are Called to Speak is the story of 
a young man who encourages his younger 

brother to stay in school by introducing 
him to current events, connecting the life of 
a Minnesota teenager to sweatshops, child 
labor and global warming. Seeds of Change 
is a performance piece that examines the 
reasons behind and possible solutions to the 
achievement gap between African American 
males and others. Tickets are 5.00.

Music
“Eternal Spring,” music that addresses the 
human spirit by such composers as Copland, 
Chatman, Fissinger, Fauré, Lauridsen and 
Stanford, will be performed May 9 and 10 
by the 60-voice Oratorio Society. The choral 
concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. Friday at the 
First Lutheran Church of Columbia Heights 
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday in Sundin Hall at 
Hamline University, 1531 Hewitt Ave. Tickets 
are $16, $13 for students. Call 651-209-6689.

“For the Birds,” music about our feathered 
friends by Dvorak, Rautavaara and Kodaly, 
will be performed by the St. Paul Civic 
Symphony in a free concert at 1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 11, at Landmark Center. 

French poetry on the rapturous joys of love 
and nature, set to the music of Fauré and 
Berger, will be performed by the Bakken 
Ensemble on Sunday, May 11. Soprano Maria 
Jette will join violist Korey Konkol, cellist 
Mina Fisher, violinists Stephanie Arado and 
Celine Leathead and pianist Timothy Lovelace 
in the concert, which begins at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Huss Music Room of the Hamm Building, 
406 St. Peter St. Tickets are $25, $15 for 
students and seniors. Call 651-291-1144. 

“With Bread and Salt,” songs and stories for 
Mother’s Day from the cultures of Central 
and Eastern Europe, will be performed on 
Sunday, May 11, by the Mila Vocal Ensemble. 
Niks Folk Ensemble will accompany the seven 
women of Mila. The music begins at 2:00 p.m. 
at the Southern Theater, 1420 Washington 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $18. Call 
612-340-1725.
The a cappella ensemble InVocation will 
celebrate the season of love with a program 
of English and American music at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 11, at Macalester-Plymouth 
United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. Admission 
is free, though a collection will be taken for 
the charity Feed My Starving Children.

Kantorei chamber choir will close its 20th 

Anansi the 
Trickster Spider, 
a musical 
fantasy about 
an intrep­id 
arachnid who 
sets out on an 
Oz-like journey 
to save the 
rain forest, will 
open May 9 at 
SteppingStone 
Theatre, 55 
N. Victoria St. 
Show times are 
7:00 p.m. Friday, 
2:00 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday 
and 10:00 a.m. 
and noon Tues-
day through 
Thursday 
through June 1. 
Tickets are $11 
and $9.00. Call 
651-225-9265.
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anniversary season on Saturday, May 17, with 
the cathedral music of Vaughan Williams, 
Reger, Purcell and Albert Becker; literary 
masterpieces by Vaughan Williams, Brahms, 
Sir Charles Villiers Stanford and Bauernfeind; 
songs by Minnesota composers Dominick 
Argento, Libby Larsen, Stephen Paulus, Carol 
Barnett and Anne Kilstofte; and favorite 
pieces by Josef Rheinberger, Bruckner, Reger 
and Petr Eben. The music begins at 7:30 
p.m. in St. Mary’s Chapel, 2260 Summit Ave. 
Tickets are $12, $7.00 for students and seniors.

A Classical Guitarathon, featuring solos, 
duets and trios by some of the area’s best 
musicians, will be held on Saturday, May 17, 
in Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave.. The annual 
benefit for the Minnesota Guitar Society will 
begin at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $22, $17 for 
students and seniors. Call 612-677-1151.

The Musical Offering will close its season 
on Sunday, May 18, with gems from Central 
Europe, including a quintet by Dvorak, Wind 
Sextet by Janacek and a nonet by Martinu. 
The music begins at 3:00 p.m. in Sundin Hall, 
1531 Hewitt Ave. Tickets are $15, $12 for 
seniors, $5.00 for students. Call 612-523-2459.

The women’s vocal ensemble Virgin Ground 
will perform medieval delights by Hildegard 

von Bingen as well as folk songs by Brahms 
and Petr Eben on May 16 and 18. Joining 
singers Lisa Habeck, Linda Kachelmeier and 
Marita Link will be Ginna Watson on vielle 
and harp. The music begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday at St. Clement’s Episcopal Church, 
901 Portland Ave., and at 7:30 p.m. Sunday at 
Assumption Catholic Church, 51 W. 7th St. 
Admission is free. Call 651-487-3340.

Exhibits
“The Figure and the Landscape,” sculpture 
and black-and-white landscape photography 
by Will Agar, Doug Beasley, Chris Faust, 
Roger Junk, Brant Kingman, Jeff Korte, and 
Nick Legeros, is being displayed through 
June 14 at the Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. A related panel 
discussion will be held at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 22. Call 612-728-5745.

“Thank God and FDR,” 50 prints, water
colors, oils and woodcarvings from the 
former Ah-Gwah-Ching state medical 
facility in Walker, are on view through 
November 2 at the James J. Hill House, 240 
Summit Ave. Admission is $2.00. A related 
gallery talk by curator Brian Szott will be 

The Minnesota sur 
Seine international 
music festival returns 

May 15-25 with more than a 
dozen events that will have 
local musicians performing 
alongside musicians from 
around the world. Improvi
sational jazz, world music, 
hip hop, Celtic folk and rock 
’n’ roll are among the genres 
that will be featured at venues 
across the Twin Cities. The 
schedule includes:

• Bassist Anthony Cox and 
guitarist Raymond Boni, 8:00 
p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Black Dog Cafe, 308 Prince 
St. ($9.00).

• The music and poetry of the late Federico 
Garcia Lorca performed by cellists Michelle 
Kinney and Jacqueline Ultan, pianist Tony 
Hymas, singer Violeta Ferrer and guitarists 
Jef Lee Johnson and Raymond Boni; and 
flamenco music by singer Gabriel Gonzalez 
and guitarist Miguel Linares, 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 16, at Central Presbyterian 
Church, 500 Cedar St. ($12 and $6.00).

• A Night on Top of the Pops with 
guitarists Peter Cusack and Noël Akchoté, 
singer Viv Corringham, saxophonist 
Chris Thomson, bassists Chris Bates and 
James Buckley, zarb player Pablo Cueco, 
keyboardist Ryan Olcott  and drummer Joey 
Van Phillip, 8:00 p.m. Saturday, May 17, at 
the Minnesota Museum of American Art, 50 
W. Kellogg Blvd. ($12).

• Guitarist Noël Akchoté plays Kylie 
Minogue, 11:00 a.m. Sunday, May 18, at the 
Black Dog Cafe (free).

• Clarinetist Christophe Rocher, pianist 
Christofer Bjurström, keyboardist Benoît 
Delbecq and drummer David King, 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 18, at the Artists’ Quarter, 408 
St. Peter St. ($12).

• New and Old World roots music 
with Roma di Luna and the Jacky Molard 
Quartet, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 18, at the 
Cedar Cultural Center, 416 Cedar Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis ($17 and $23).

• Festival of the Night at 8:00 p.m. Monday, 
May 19, at the Black Dog Cafe ($10).

• An Evening in Paris with pianist Tony 
Hymas playing Debussy’s Etudes and Satie’s 
Gymnopedies, 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 20, 
at Creation Audio, 2543 Nicollet Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis ($9.00).

• Taut Hides and Tuned Strings with Pablo 
Cueco on zarb, Tony Hymas on keyboards, 
bassist Bruno Chevillon and drummer J.T. 

Bates, 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 21, at the 
Artists’ Quarter ($12).

• Hip Hop Night with Post Nomadic 
Syndrome, La Rumeur and Ursus Minor at 
8:00 p.m. Thursday, May 22, at the Triple 
Rock Social Club, 629 Cedar Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis ($12 and $15).

• A CD release party with violinist 
Dominique Pifarely, saxophonist Francois 
Corneloup, organist Julien Padovani, 
saxophonist Tim Berne, drummers Eric 
Groleau and J.T. Bates, guitarist Dean 
Magraw and bassist Chico Huff, 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 23, at the Minnesota Museum of 
American Art ($22). 

• Four gigs between 1:00 and 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 24, at venues in St. Paul’s 
Lowertown with cellist Didier Petit and 
violinist Gary Schulte, saxophonist Tim 
Berne and bassist Bruno Chevillon, cellist 
Petit and Carnage, and cellist Petit with 
saxophonist Nathan Hanson, bassist Brian 
Roessler and drummer Alden Ikeda ($10 for 
all four shows).

• A Night in Ethiopia with bassist 
Yohannes Tona, drummer Michael Bland, 
guitarist Jef Lee Johnson and Mahmoud 
Ahmed and his ensemble, 8:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 24, at the Fine Line Music Cafe, 318 1st 
Ave. N. in Minneapolis ($25 and $30).

• Four gigs between 1:00 and 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 25, at venues in St. Paul’s 
Lowertown with cellist Didier Petit, 
percussionist Milo Fine, Zeitgeist performing 
Pablo Cueco, saxophonist Douglas Ewart 
and cellist Petit, and trumpeter Kelly Rossum 
and clarinetist Denis Colin ($10 for all four 
shows).

Festival passes are available for $100, $50 
for those events open to people ages 18 to 
21 and $30 for those events open to people 
under age 18. Call 651-292-9746.

Over 30,000 people have visited SteppingStone Theatre’s 
fabulous new facility on Victoria Street one block north of 
Summit. This beautifully restored 100-year-old architectural 
gem is quickly becoming St. Paul’s destination for high quality, 
youth-centered theatre.

The company is in the final stages of its $5.3 million campaign 
to save and transform this building. Our goal is within reach 
–with your help. Every dollar we raise in May will be matched 
by the Pohlad Family Foundation. That means, each dollar you 
donate becomes $2!

Give a gift of $250 and we’ll name a brick on the grand staircase 
in your honor. Pledge $1,000 over two years and we’ll name a 
seat for you in our auditorium.

Join us in creating a fantastic center for youth.

55 Victoria Street North 
651-225-9265 www.steppingstonetheatre.org

A Glorious New Home For Youth Theatre
A Beautifully Restored Building for the Neighborhood

Ursus Minor featuring Stokley Williams, Tony Hymas, Jef 
Lee Johnson and François Corneloup will perform May 22 
at the Triple Rock Social Club.  photo by Guy Le Querrec

Worldly sur Seine festival returns 
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Serious Burgers for
Serious Eaters

Randolph & Hamline 651-698-4347

Happy
Mother’s Day
Shamrock’s Open at

4:00 p.m.
Mouldy Figs

6 - 9 p.m.
Nook Closed.

Randolph & West 7th 651-228-9925
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!

Home of Homemade
Hamburger Patties, Fresh-Cut

Fries & Nice Buns Too!

“The opportunity is in
feeding the community.”

– Mike & Ted: Irish Philosophers

Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398
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Elegant Gift
Selections for
Mother’s Day,
Graduations

and          
Weddings

offered free of charge at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 13. Call 651-297-2555

“We Couldn’t Live at Home,” the stories 
of children who resided in the North 
Minneapolis building that once housed the 
Jewish Sheltering Home for Children and 
now houses Avenues for Homeless Youth, 
are being displayed through October 6 at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Admission is $10, $8.00 for seniors and 
students and $5.00 for children ages 6-17. A 
free family day with live music, performances 
and tours of the exhibit will be offered on 
June 1. Call 651-259-3000.

“Before the Teardown,” rarely seen photos 
from the Star Tribune archives documenting 
Minneapolis on the eve of 1960s urban 
renewal, will be shown from May 8 through 
August 31 at the Mill City Museum, 704 
S. 2nd St. in Minneapolis. A free opening 
reception will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8. Call 612-341-7555. 

“Venus Reconsidered: Nudes Past and 
Present” will be displayed May 9-18 at the 
Water and Oil Art Gallery, located off East 
7th Street and Payne Avenue at 506 Kenny 
Road. Vintage artwork from the gallery’s 
Nordic collection will be shown beside 
contemporary works by painter Susan M. 
Davies, sculptor Pauline Mitchell, tattoo 
artisan Koré Grate and others. A casual 
opening will be held from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Friday May 9. The opening reception is 
scheduled for 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. Saturday May 
10. Admission is free. Call 651-774-2260.

“Architecture and Ceramics,” exploring 
the relationship between clay and building 
design, will be exhibited May 9 through 
June 29 at the Northern Clay Center, 2424 
E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis. Featured 
are functional and nonfunctional pieces by 
Dan Anderson, Lidya Buzio, Nora Nananjo-
Morse, Robert Winokur and William 
Daley as well as architectural drawings by 
Daley’s son Thomas. An opening reception 
is scheduled for 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Friday, 
May 9. Related lectures will be presented by 
Naranjo-Morse and Winokur at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8 ($10), and the Daleys at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, May 10 ($10). Call 612-
339-8007.

The Northstar Watercolor Society will 
display the paintings of more than 80 artists 
from Minnesota and western Wisconsin 
on May 15-17 in the Fine Arts Building 
at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Barb 
Parisien of Highland Park and Carol Spohn 
of Macalester-Groveland will be among the 
artists participating in the art show and sale 
from noon to 7:00 p.m. Thursday and from 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
Admission is free. 

Books
Common Good Books, 165 N. Western 
Ave., will present the following free readings: 
Margaret Hasse, Richard Solly and Lightsey 
Darst from their poems at 7:00 p.m. Wed
nesday, May 7, upstairs at Nina’s Coffee 
Cafe; local mystery authors William Kent 
Krueger, Bart Schneider and Mary Logue, 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 14, at Nina’s; 
Robert Alexander from his latest novel, The 
Romanov Bride, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 
15, at the Swedenborgian Church; novelist 
Leif Enger and his So Young, Brave and 
Handsome, 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 18, at the 
Swedenborgian Church; an open mic for 
favorite poetry, 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 20, at 
Nina’s. Call 651-225-8989.

“Great Reads Recycled,” the Jewish Com
munity Center’s 10th annual used-book 
exchange, will open on Tuesday, May 20, 
with a talk by Chuck Frederick, author of 
Leatherheads of the North: The True Story 
of Ernie Nevers and the Duluth Eskimos, 
on which the new George Clooney-Renee 
Zellweger film is based. Nevel’s talk on 

the NFL’s humble beginnings is part of an 
opening-night fundraiser scheduled from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. at the JCC, 1375 St. Paul 
Ave. Admission is $5.00, or $10 per family, 
and includes the first selection of books 
and refreshments. Kate Havelin, author 
of Minnesota Running Trails, will speak at 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 21. Poet Norita 
Dittberner-Jax will read from her new 
collection, Longing for Home, at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 22. The book exchange 
runs from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. May 21 
and 22 and 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday, May 
23. Hardcovers are selling for $3.00 and 
paperbacks for $2.00.

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
plays host to storytimes for babies at 10:15 
a.m. Tuesdays, toddlers at 11:00 a.m. Tues
days and preschoolers at 10:30 a.m. Wednes
days. Featured in other free programs will 
be Susan Marie Swanson and her poetry 
picture books, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 
10; Gail Carson Levine and Ever, her novel 
for young readers, 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 
13; Caroline Lazo and her picture book 
Someday When My Cat Can Talk, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 17; musicians Rolf Erdahl and 
Carrie Vecchione present “Mozart, The Boy 
Genius,” 2:00 p.m. Sunday, May 18. 
Learn about life in the deep by making an 
underwater scene in a pop bottle during 
Nature Play from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 10, at the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, 17th and University avenues in 
Southeast Minneapolis. Admission to the 
drop-in program is $5.00, $3.00 for seniors 
and children ages 3 and older. Call 612-624-
7083.

Et cetera 
Russian Seasons in Minnesota, the multi
cultural variety show created by Highland 
Park impresario Tatyana Dikareva, returns 
with a special Mother’s Day edition from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Sunday, May 11, at Step
pingStone Theatre, 55 N. Victoria St. 
Highlights include the 35-voice Land of 
Lakes Choirboys; Scoil na d’Tri Irish Dance 
Academy; 17-year-old accordion prodigy 
Eric Ray performing Germanic folk music; 
singer Oktyabrina Mollaeva, pianist Harut 
Kachatryan and flutist Mariam Kachatryan 
of St. Sahag Armenian Church in Merriam 
Park performing Armenian, Georgian and 
Russian folk songs; and Serbian and Russian 
songs composed by Dikareva. Tickets are 
$25, $20 for seniors, $15 for students and free 
to children under age 7. Call 651-695-0792.
Party like it was 1955. Dress up in your 
vintage best and celebrate suburban living of 
a half-century ago at RetroRama, scheduled 
from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. Thursday, May 15, 
at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Among the delights of the 
well-run home will be a 1950s fashion show 
by Anna Lee and Eclecticoiffeur, cocktail and 
cooking demonstrations by Nick Kosevich 
of the Town Talk Diner, a shopping boutique 
compliments of Swank Retro and Via’s 
Vintage, retro bingo with celebrity callers 
and great prizes, displays of vintage furniture 
and fashions, music by Lucy Michelle and 
the Velvet Lapelles and deejay Jake Rudh and 
cash bars located throughout the museum 
where photos from the new book Suburban 
World are being shown. The cost is $15. Call 
651-259-3015.
Auditions for Hillcrest Recreation Center’s 
summer musical The Wizard of Oz will 
be held on Monday and Wednesday, May 
19 and 21, at the College of St. Catherine. 
Rehearsals begin the week of May 27 at 
Hillcrest. The show will be presented July 24 
through August 2, at the Como Pavilion. The 
cost for those who pass the audition is $60. 
For an appointment, call 651-695-3706.
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Wild pre-game is 
champion caliber

The Minnesota Wild sure made a quick exit from 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, getting unceremoniously 
dumped by Colorado four games to two in the first 

round. Too bad. You have to wonder what they would’ve 
done if they’d advanced to a second or third round. 

And by “they” I don’t mean the team. It’s obvious Lemaire’s 
lads have nowhere near the skills of, say, Detroit or Dallas. 
However, advancing to another round would have provided 
an even better stage for one team that clearly excels these 
days—the team that puts on the Wild’s pre-game shows. The 
players may have petered out quickly in the postseason, but 
John Maher, who coordinates the game-day theatrics at the 
Xcel Energy Center, had a terrific Stanley Cup run.

Since the house that Norm helped build opened its doors 
to welcome the National Hockey League back to Minnesota 
in 2000, the arena has gained a reputation for being one of 
the best places in the NHL to watch hockey. In addition to 
good sight lines and a good sound system, the X has become 
a cutting-edge showcase for terrific pre-game shows.

Granted, the Wild weren’t the first to do this. When Bill 
Musselman came to the University of Minnesota 35 years 
ago, he did more than find winning players; he found George 
Schauer. Schauer wasn’t exactly a standout on the U of M 
basketball team, but he had a knack for dazzling fans before 
the tip-off. While his Golden Gopher teammates, including 
future baseball hall-of-famer Dave Winfield of St. Paul, 
were engaging in shoot-around drills, Schauer, a native of 
Cleveland, used the time to perform dribbling tricks and 
routines straight out of the Harlem Globetrotters’ playbook. 
Williams Arena was soon filled with people getting to games 
early to see Schauer do his thing.

Calvin Griffith had some wonderfully goofy promotions at 
times for the Minnesota Twins. There was Captain Dynamite, 
who parked himself in a box behind second base after a game 
one night. The box blew sky high, with some of the wood 
landing in the seats. The old captain staggered from the field 
and the crowd went nuts. (At that point, the captain headed 
to the bar in the media room and showed reporters how he 
was able to stand the noise.)

Generally speaking, Calvin’s promotions were rather tame 
affairs. However, one event that did cause a stir was Halter 
Top Day. It was too good of a giveaway. The team ran out of 
halter tops and needed to give coupons to many women. 
(It didn’t have the same effect.)

In the 1980s, there was Krazy George, a bald fellow who 
used to beat drums and himself around the head at Vikings 
games to whip up the crowds. He also claimed to have created 
The Wave. He had a four-year run with the Vikings and even 
worked a few North Stars games before the fans tired of him. 
Amazingly, he’s still going strong.

®®

Hockey
Inline
Snow Boards
X Country
Baseball
Football
Golf
Soccer

WE BUY
AND SELL

USED &
NEW145 Snelling and Selby  (651) 698-3773

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

guaranteed lowest prices

Lacrosse
Golf & Baseball
“Best, Most Professional Service in St. Paul”

Gregies
Small Engine Repair & Welding

472 South Griggs
*Last Repair Shop in Highland

       651-690-0615
                                      Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-5:30, Fri. 8:00-5:00, Sat. 9:00-1:00
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Still Here!

10491 165th Street W • Lakeville, MN
(952) 435-1898

1571 Century Point • Eagan, MN
(651) 686-6225

�is is the Place to Swim!!
Book now for spectacular
summer instruction at
Minnesota’s original school
of aquatic education.

Visit familyswim.com

• Excellence in Swimming Instruction •

FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL

wright call c41

By Bill Wagner

The St. Paul Academy and Summit 
School softball team might not 
always lead the tough Tri-Metro 

Conference, but it’s usually in the race 
for the top. That certainly appears to be 
the case this year.

The Spartans were a solid 6-2 overall 
and 4-2 in league play through April 28 
despite having a young team, including 
only three seniors and no juniors in the 
regular lineup. In fact, two starters are 
8th-graders. However, SPA coach Bill 
Ross has a history of getting players to 
produce quickly.

“Our pitching is really good,” Ross 
said, “and we’ve been swinging the bat 
pretty well. Our defense is young, and 
we’ve been a little inconsistent there. 
We’ve also made some mistakes running 
the bases. But we’ve been getting better. 
We think we’ll be right there with the 
leaders in the league.”

The team recorded a crisp, 7-3 vic-
tory over Visitation in mid-April. The 
Spartans pounded out 11 hits in best-
ing hard-throwing Blazers’ ace Sammi 
Leach. SPA freshman Sammi Fox tossed 
a complete game and was backed up by 
a solid defense. “I’d say that was our best 
game to date,” Ross said.

The Spartans also got a nice 2-1 vic-
tory on April 28 over a strong St. Agnes 
team. Fox, the team’s workhorse hurler, 
once again got the victory, allowing only 
two hits. Eighth-grader Erica Miller sup-
plied the winning hit for the Spartans 
with an RBI single. 

Last year, SPA’s youth often betrayed 
it as the regular players had to learn the 
hard way. However, last year’s inexpe-
rienced players are a lot closer to being 
seasoned veterans now.

“We can see that our kids are devel-
oping,” Ross said, “and the more expe-
rienced players have been doing their 
share.”

Pitching is, of course, a big part of a 
winning softball team, and so it is with 
the Spartans. Fox had compiled a 5-2 
record with an outstanding 0.19 ERA 
through April 28. She throws a live fast-
ball, mixes in a nice changeup, and had 
struck out 68. 

And Fox’s game doesn’t end there. She 
bats  cleanup and led the team with a .583 
average. She also was leading the team in 
stolen bases. She has been a regular for 
the Spartans since 7th grade.

Sophomore catcher Christiania Miller 

has made a smooth change from second 
base. “She’s been really solid,” Ross said. 
“You want to have a really good athlete 
behind the plate, and she’s been one for 
us.” Miller was also hitting .375.

Erica Miller has been steady at third 
and was hitting .347. She has shown an 
uncanny ability to come through in the 
clutch, as she did against St. Agnes. “She 

likes to come up in those situations,” 
Ross said, “and her defense is much im-
proved.”

Sophomore shortstop Megan Leslie is 
a complete player—a great leadoff hitter 
who also has great range and a fine arm. 
She is batting .273.

Full of vim & vigor
Talented SPA softballers have youth on their side 

St. Paul Academy freshman pitching ace Sammi Fox. Photos by Brad Stauffer

spa softball c41
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ROERING AUTO BODY & GLASS
Your Community Trusted Auto Body Shop

50% OFF
the price of a full interior/exterior detail

package. A $250 value for only $125.

REJUVENATE
YOUR CAR!

ROERING
AUTO BODY & GLASS

Valid Through May 31st, 2008

90 N Dale St.
651-221-0919

PREVENTS RUST • PROTECT SHINE
NEW CAR FEELING • PREVENTS CAR SHAME
ACCESSORIES & OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE

Does your car
need a

Botox shot?

Get
FIT,
Get

DANCING

534 Selby Ave.
651-227-3200

arthurmurraystpaul.com

Beginner Classes
Starting Daily

By Bill Wagner

Cretin-Derham Hall speedster Sean 
King was torn between football and 
track in grade school, and actually 

gave up running for a couple of years. That 
was until his mother, Denise, who has com-
peted in both the Twin Cities and Grandma’s 
marathons, convinced him to take up running 
again. She would challenge him to short races 
to the end of the block. She couldn’t help but 
notice that little Sean usually beat her.

“I knew he had something going when he 
could outdo his mom,” Denise said. “He was 
always wondering why I was trailing him.”

She needn’t have felt bad. A lot of athletes 
have trailed the fleet King since he started 
running for the Raiders as a 9th-grader. And 
he isn’t done yet.

Last year as a junior, King finished third in 
state in the 100-meter dash, was seventh in 
the 200 and anchored CDH’s first-place 4x100 
relay team. So far this spring, he is on track to 
win a state title in the 100. 

“The two guys who finished ahead of me 
last year both graduated,” he said. “I still have 
to go out there and get it done, but I think I’m 
in very good shape. If I apply myself, I think 
I’ve got a good chance.”

King is working to get his time down to 
about 10.47 or 10.48 seconds in the 100, which 
would be a state meet record. He already won 
both the Eagan and University of St. Thomas 
invitationals this spring with times of 11.07 
and 11.10, respectively. He took bronze at 
state last year with a 10.92.

In the 200-meter dash last year, he logged a 
personal best time of 21.7 seconds. This year, 
he won the Eagan and UST meets with times 
of 22.68 and 22.80. He knows that the 200 re-
quires greater stamina along with his speed, 
and he races accordingly. “They are two com-
pletely different races,” King said. “The 200 is 
harder.”

King is looking forward to helping CDH 
defend its 4x100 title, despite the fact that two 
members of that quartet have not returned. 
Fellow relay member Kyle Moore graduated 
and senior Shady Salamon is not running 
track in order to devote his attention to play-
ing football for the Gophers next fall.

As the anchor, King appreciated what  
Salamon brought to the relay team, whose 

time of 42.80 in last year’s state meet was less 
than a second off the record. “This is where we 
might really miss Shady,” he said. “All last year, 
I had a really good relationship with him. I 
always knew where I was going to get that ba-
ton. You can easily lose two or three seconds 
off a relay time if the handoff isn’t smooth.”

Still, Marcus Binns is back from the state  
title team and CDH has added two newcom-
ers into the group—junior Harry Pitera and 
senior Joe Mielenhausen. King likes what he 
has seen from the new relay squad, which 
won the Eagan and UST meets with times of 
43.67 and 44.19. 

After the completion of what he expects will 
be a hallmark year this spring, King will look 
forward to running for the University of Min-
nesota. Though the Gophers have not offered 
him a scholarship, they have set up a string of 
finishing times that will serve as incentives for 
scholarship money. “It all depends on how I 
do,” he said.

Just as his mother predicted, King’s track 
career blossomed once he got back into it. 
“He was running high school times in middle 
school,” Denise said.

However, the gem still needed a little pol-
ishing. King prides himself on his quick starts 
today, but that wasn’t the case a few years ago.

“In my freshman year, I was horrible out 
of the blocks,” he said. “I always had to catch 
kids. But by my junior year, I was a lot better. 
Lately, I haven’t had to catch many people.”

He’s not thinking about giving up track 
anymore, even though he also played football 
for the Raiders as a wide receiver. “I like track 
and football equally well,” he said.

CDH co-coach Chris Babcock said King 
is a joy to coach. “He’s all about the competi-
tion,” Babcock said. “He knows when he’s not 
doing well. I’ll say, ‘Great job,’ and then I’ll ask 
him what he thinks. It’s like being in the pit 
crew in NASCAR. You always want to know 
how the car’s running. He’s one of those guys 
who’s always going to work hard.”

Babcock said King is a cinch to be among 
the state’s top contenders in the 100 this year. 
“He’ll be under 11 seconds,” Babcock said. 
“He has the work ethic to do it.”

According to sprint coach Tom Hart, King 
is more than meeting the timetable for opti-
mum success in 2008. “I’d say he’s ahead of 
schedule,” Hart said.Raider senior sprinter Sean King. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Off and running
CDH senior Sean King is on track to be 
crowned state’s fastest man this spring
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Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

UPCOMING GRAND OLD DAY:    
May 21

Deadline: May 14
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Over 130,000 readers are ready
to have a Grand Old Time.

(And spending money is definitely on the agenda.)

Grand Old Day is nearly upon 
us once again.  And, once again, 
over 130,000 Villager readers are 
going to be poring over our special 
Grand Old Day issues looking for 
things to do, places to go and 
ways to spend their money. 
(And remember, these are readers 
who tend to be above average 
doers, goers and spenders.)*  
So be sure you put your ad 
where their attention is.

By Brian Johnson

Senior Krystal Kersten made Roosevelt 
High School’s varsity soccer team as an 
8th-grader and is a three-time MVP in 

that sport. She is also a two-time letter winner 
in basketball for the Teddies. However, her 
biggest sports achievement to date is, in her 
words, “playing baseball with the guys.” 

Kersten, the starting first baseman and 
sometimes pitcher for the Roosevelt varsity 
baseball team, is one of the few females to 
play competitive baseball at the high school 
level—or any level, for that matter. It’s a feat 
that may raise eyebrows in some circles, espe-
cially those who are old enough to remember 
the days when girls did not have the option of 
playing competitive high school sports, with 
or without the boys. 

But the baseball diamond is truly Kersten’s 
best friend. And why not? The Nokomis 
neighborhood resident has three brothers and 
has held her own in rough-and-tumble back-
yard sports competition against all of them. 

“Since I was 5 years old, I’ve played sports 
with and against my brothers,” she wrote as 
Roosevelt’s selection for the 2008 Minneapolis 
Athena Awards, which honor top female stu-
dent-athletes. “I got bumped around a lot, but 
I got them back, too.”

Roosevelt coach Joe Protzmann described 
Kersten as one of the most “fundamentally 
sound” players on the team. As a hitter, he 
said, she makes solid contact with the ball, 
and as a fielder, she has been nearly flawless 
this season.

“She just knows what to do and puts the bat 
on the ball,” Protzmann said. “And she’s sure 
with the glove.” 

On the mound, the 5-foot-8 hurler and 
two-time letter winner doesn’t blow batters 
away with her heat. However, Protzmann said 
she throws strikes and “has a pretty decent 
change-up.” 

In a memorable game last season,  
Kersten was brought in to pitch the final in-
ning against a tough St. Louis Park team. 
She allowed one run, but retired the side and 
earned the respect of opposing players. 

“They were really surprised that, first, I was 
on the team and that, second, they brought 
me in to pitch,” said Kersten, who also had 
a hit in the game. “They didn’t get any nice, 
clean shots, so that was good.” 

Baseball is the sport of choice in the  
Kersten family. Her parents both played 
the game, as did older brothers Korben and  
Kolten. Her younger brother Kolburn is a 

shortstop and pitcher for Roosevelt. Though 
just a freshman, he is already one of the best 
players on the varsity team.

Protzmann said Krystal Kersten is just like 
“one of the guys” on the Roosevelt squad and 
has been accepted by her teammates. Oppos-
ing players haven’t always been as classy. In an 
American Legion game a couple of years ago, 
some of the older guys on an opposing team 
could not resist dishing some verbal digs at 
Kersten, but she took the taunts in stride. 

“I got stuff thrown out at me, but I didn’t let 
it keep me down,” she said.

Kersten brings the same mental toughness 
to the Teddies, who have stumbled out of the 
gate with an 0-6 start this spring. Most of the 
losses haven’t been close, and as a team captain 
and the lone senior on the squad, she encour-
ages her teammates to keep their heads up. 

“We have a lot of new players,” she said. 
“We’re all trying to work together. But we’re 
having fun, which is always a plus.”  

Kersten is a National Honor Society mem-
ber and carries a 4.04 grade point average.  
After high school, she plans to major in busi-
ness at Augsburg College. She considered giv-
ing college soccer a try, but has decided to fo-
cus exclusively on academics in her post-high 
school endeavors.

Kersten said she never had the desire to play 
the more traditional girls’ sport of fast-pitch 
softball, despite persistent lobbying from soft-
ball coaches. 

“As long as they let me play baseball,” she 
said, “softball was never in my mind.”

Baseball is spring sport of choice 
for Roosevelt’s top female athlete

Roosevelt’s 
Krystal  
Kersten tags 
out South’s 
Will Fergu-
son during a 
Minneapolis 
City Confer-
ence contest 
on April 28.

Photos by Brad 
Stauffer

Senior Krystal Kersten
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MENTION THIS AD FOR
$75.00 off /100 ft. installation
FREE Cleaning and Gutter Repair

We’re so confident in this
product that we offer you...

SENIORS

DISCOUNT
FREE

ESTIMATES9 Month Money
Back Guarantee

20 Year No Clog
Guarantee

Call Dan Corley today! 651-291-1985
www.dcgutterfilter.com

STOP
CLEANING

your
GUTTERS!

rrs TM

Protection So Advanced, It’s Simple.

Join us for our Annual Meeting & Spring Concert
Thursday, May 22nd at 6:30 pm

Great Meals at Great Prices Everyday!

4757 Hiawatha Ave. • Minneapolis • 612-721-6433
(on the Parkway between Minnehaha Ave. & Hiawatha Ave.)

Open Every Day for Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

GELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATOGELATO

Come in and try our
Brand New

Come in and try our
Brand New

Chocolate MintChocolate MintChocolate Mint

• Saint Paul Gangster Tour •
• Historic Cave Tours •

Twin Town Tacky Tour • Politically Correct Tour

Down In
History Tours

                              651-292-1220

TWIN CITIES MOST UNIQUE TOURS
{ Gangsters, Caves, History & Legends }

wabashastreetcaves.com

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
285 North Dale Street, Saint Paul
•651–227–8295 • www.redeemerstpaul.org

WELCOMING LITURGICAL WORsHIp
Sunday Eucharist 10 am
Rite of Healing 11:15 am

Come for the worship,
stay for the fellowship!

James Erlandson, Pastor
Kay Sandeen, Director of Music

Serving Christ Since 1890

Handicap Accessible – Reconciling in Christ
LOCATED 1 bLOCk sOUTH OF I-94 ON DALE sT.

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society will host its 
16th annual Solar Boat Regatta from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17, at Lake Phalen. Teams of solar-powered 
boats will race in order to educate middle and high school 
students about solar energy and engineering. The family event 
is open to the public will feature live music and Izzy’s ice cream. 
Visit www.mnrenewables.org/events/solarregatta/.

Tour de Cure, a bicycling event to benefit the American 
Diabetes Association, will be held on Saturday, May 31, at 
the Lake Harriet Bandshell in Minneapolis. Six-mile family 
rides will travel around Lake Harriet and Lake Calhoun. A 25-
mile loop will collar the Chain of Lakes. A 45-mile route will 
continue through Minnehaha Falls, across the Ford Bridge 
and through downtown St. Paul to Harriet Island. Check-in is 
at 7:00 a.m. Call 763-593-5333.

The Breast Cancer Ride will be held on Saturday and Sun-
day, June 21-22, to benefit Open Arms of Minnesota. The ride 
will begin at Normandale Community College in Blooming-
ton and travel through southern Minnesota. Riders will camp 
overnight at Treasure Island Resort and Casino before heading 
back the next day. Riders of all levels and ages are asked to 
raise a minimum of $750 in pledges. To register, visit www.
breastcancerride.org.

Minnesota Lightning single-game tickets for the 2008 regu-
lar soccer season are now on sale. The Lightning will open 
their season at home against the Michigan Hawks at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 30, at Elizabeth Lyle Robbie Stadium on the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s St. Paul campus. Tickets range in price 
from $6.00-$8.00. For tickets, visit www.mnthunder.com or 
call 651-917-8326.

The Minnesota Freeze, an amateur Australian-rules football 
club, is beginning its fourth year of play at the Lake Nokomis 
fields in Minneapolis. The Freeze were the Division 3 national 
“footy” champions in their inaugural year in 2005 and won 
the Division 2 national title in 2007. This year, the team will be 
playing in Division I and is ranked seventh in the nation. Local 
competition among three metro-area teams starts this month 
at the fields on the northwest side of Lake Nokomis and runs 
through September, with games played on most Saturdays. 
Players are selected from the three teams to compete as the 
Freeze against five other clubs in the Mid-American Confer-
ence of the U.S. Australian Football League. For information, 
visit www.mnfooty.com.

MS: Twin Cities, a three-day, 50-mile walk, will be held from 
Friday through Sunday, September 12-14, beginning at the 
Minnesota Veterans Home in Minneapolis and finishing at 
the state Capitol. The seventh annual event is expected to raise 
$750,000 to support programs and services for the estimated 
9,000 people living with multiple sclerosis in Minnesota and 
western Wisconsin. A registration fee and $1,500 minimum 
pledge are required to participate. To register, visit www.
ChallengeWalk.org or call 1-800-582-5296.

The Bike MS: Allianz Twin Cities Ride will be held on 
Saturday, May 10 to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis 

Society. The one-day, 60- or 30-mile bike ride starts and ends 
at the Maplewood Community Center and will take bikers 
along the Gateway Trail. A registration fee and $50 minimum 
pledge are required to participate. Visit www.MSsociety.org or 
call 1-800-582-5296.

The 29th annual Larkin Hoffman MS 150 will be held from 
June 6-8 to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. The 
150-mile ride will take cyclists from Proctor near Duluth to the 
National Sports Center in Blaine, with an overnight at Grand 
Casino Hinckley. A registration fee and $300 minimum pledge 
are required to participate. Visit www.bikeMS.org or call  
1-800-582-5296. 

The Star Tribune TRAM (The Ride Across Minnesota) will 
be held from July 20-25 to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. The 250-mile ride begins in Grand Rapids and takes 
cyclists through Chisholm, Biwabik and Two Harbors before 
crossing the finish line at the University of Minnesota-Duluth. 
A registration fee and $300 minimum pledge are required to 
participate. Visit www.bikeMS.org or call 1-800-582-5296.

A dog walk to benefit the Wildcat Sanctuary will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 7, at Hidden Falls Regional Park (enter 
the north gate on Mississippi River Boulevard near Magoffin 
Avenue). The morning will include face painting and prizes 
for the best singing dog and best dog costume. Registration 
begins at 9:00 a.m., rain or shine. Visit www.wildcatsanctuary.
org/DogWalk/DogWalk.htm.

The St. Paul Lakers are looking for recent high school 
graduates who are interested in playing Junior A Tier III men’s 
ice hockey. A free open house for interested players will be 
held at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 17, at the Veterans Memorial 
Community Center, 8055 Barbara Ave., Inver Grove Heights. 
Players may tour the training facility and meet coach Dan Strot. 
A free, full-contact scrimmage will follow from 8:00 to 10:00 
p.m. at nearby Wakota Ice Arena. Registration is required. 
Visit www.lakershockey.com or call general manager Ralph 
Hayne at 651-335-7398.

The 2008 St. Paul Classic Bike Tour will be held on Sunday, 
September 7. Nearly 7,000 cyclists will gather for 15- or 30-mile 
rides along scenic routes closed to motorized traffic. The ride 
will start at the University of St. Thomas with a breakfast. Live 
music will be performed at each of five rest stops. Riders may  
now register at early bird rates and pay no on-line surcharge at 
www.BikeClassic.org.

Girl Scouts of Minnesota and Wisconsin River Valleys will 
hold their first golf tournament at the Wilds Golf Club in Prior 
Lake on Monday, June 30. Registration and lunch are at 11:00 
a.m., with a shotgun start for the four-person scramble at 1:00 
p.m. The cost is $150 per player (or $600 per foursome) before 
June 1 and $175 (or $700) thereafter. The cost includes box 
lunch, driving range privileges, lesson with a golf pro, tee bag, 
cart, 18 holes and banquet dinner. Other activities include 
a silent auction, prizes and a celebrity surprise. The cost for 
dinner only is $50. For information, visit www.girlscoutsrv.org 
or call 1-800-598-5516, ext. 106. 

Sports Shorts
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3233 East 40th St.
612729-2358
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00

Just across the 
Ford Bridge in Mpls.

FIX-UP TIME
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

• ROOFING • PANELING
• INSULATION • GARAGES
• DECKS • CEMENT
• FENCING    PRODUCTS
• ROOM • MOULDINGS
   REMODELING • SHELVING
• HOME • COMBINATION
  ADDITIONS    DOORS

WE HAVE THE BUILDING
MATERIALS FOR YOUR REPAIR

AND REMODELING NEEDS.

AROU
N

D
 Y

O
U

R
 H

O
M

E
…

SATURDAY 8:00 - Noon

Hundreds of items
for the homeowner,

contractor
or do-it-

yourselfer

Hiawatha

REDDY RENTS
  4411 Hiawatha Ave.
  612 722-9516

Take Ford Parkway
(46th St. in Mpls.)
to Hiawatha, turn
right - 2 blocks.

So.
Mpls.

Do it yourself
and save!
Your project made
simple with tools
from Reddy Rents
• Paint Sprayers
• Floor Sanders
• Floor Polishers
• Rug Shampooers
• Wallpaper Steamers
• Texture Sprayers
• Pressure Washers
• Roto Tillers
• Power Rakes
• Aerators

Do it yourself
and save!

Is You
At Twin Cities Eye

Specialists, we specialize
in helping you see your

best.

Whether you simply need an
eye exam for glasses or contact
lenses or if you have an eye
condition that requires medical or
surgical treatment, we are
committed to helping you achieve

your best results.

Considering Lasik? We offer the latest
in Lasik, including advanced wavefront

laser vision correction.

Any questions, call us. We’re here to help you!

When they arrived in 1993, the St. Paul Saints adopted a 
long-standing minor league tradition with wacky between- 
inning promotions. The Saints’ success in that department 
forced the Twins, who had basically abandoned promotions, 
back into the game as well. 

If Cecil B. DeMille were alive today, he might be doing  
pre-game shows instead of thinking of a new way to shoot 
The 10 Commandments. The current big league pre-game 
craze started with the success of the Chicago Bulls during 
the Michael Jordan era and quickly spread to every arena in 
the National Basketball Association. NBA starting lineups 
are regularly introduced with the kind of flair that used to be 
reserved for the Rolling Stones. 

The more staid NHL didn’t follow suit immediately. In 
its early years, the Wild would show a short video followed 
by that hokey theme song. (It was kind of cheesy, but that’s 
the type of people we are in Minnesota. There’s a startling 
number of people who sing “Skol, Vikings” after every 
touchdown.)

Seven years after they started, the Wild’s pre-game shows 
have expanded to the point where you almost expect Maher 
to stand up and take a bow after each performance.

“There aren’t a lot of rules about what can’t be done,” said 
Bill Robertson, a Cretin-Derham Hall grad who serves as the 
vice president of communication and broadcasting for the 
Wild. “Basically, we can do almost anything we want. If we 
go too far, somebody from the league will tell us. Nobody has 
called us yet.” 

Robertson knows a little bit about show biz because he 
used to work for Disney, which at the time ran the NHL’s 
Ducks and MLB’s Angels. He admits the current pre-game 
routine in St. Paul tops anything that was done in his time 
with Disney. (St. Paul, the show biz capital. Who knew?)

Maher and company were in top form for the Wild’s 
playoff series with Colorado. For game two, the show started 
10 minutes before face-off when the lights were dimmed. 
Using the video portion of the scoreboard, the team ran 
highlights from a previous playoff series win over the 
Avalanche as well as some memorable moments from the 
first game of the Colorado series.

At that point, the X became a giant slide show. Images were 
extended onto the ice prior to the players’ appearance. The 
final image was a picture of a giant Stanley Cup that nearly 
took up the entire rink. As the crowd was getting revved up, 
Adam Abrams, the public address announcer, muttered the 
names of the Avs’ starters so quickly and softly that hardly 
anybody in the full house noticed.

For the uninitiated, this is when the fun really begins. 
A young kid zips out of the Zamboni end of the rink with 
a Wild flag, plants it as hard as he can into center ice and 
pumps his arm to the crowd. It’s then time to introduce 
Minnesota’s lineup, a foghorn explodes and the starters get 
a thunderous welcome. Meanwhile, the youngster is still at 
center ice, waving his arm frantically. Eventually, a couple of 
players go by and high-five him. 

Bob Kurtz, a Highland resident and the team’s radio 
announcer, has an NHL pedigree that dates back three 
decades. The showmanship is “one of the biggest changes 
that has happened to the league since I started,” he said. 
“Scoreboards aren’t really scoreboards anymore; they’re 
used for entertainment purposes.” Kurtz said the Xcel board 
is nice, but it pales in comparison to those in some arenas. 
“Vancouver has a scoreboard that’s three times the one we 
have here,” he said.

The Wild’s pre-game efforts have not gone unnoticed 
around the league. Even in comparatively staid Detroit, things 
are reportedly livelier this year. The Red Wings, a member 
of the NHL’s old guard, are famous for concentrating on the 
game and the game alone. However, this year even they hired 
a guy to jazz things up before games. 

Kurtz said that every team in the NHL now does 
something, but “some (pre-game shows) are more amateurish 
than others.” The shows are meant to draw the non-fan to 
the arena, much in the same way minor league baseball uses 
promotions to draw non-fans to ballparks.

Still, there’s something to be said for whipping up a crowd 
the old-fashioned way. Ron Foyt, now one of the NHL’s replay 
officials, was a linesman for many years. As he surveyed the 
pre-game scene in St. Paul before game two, he recalled the 
loudest place he ever worked. 

“Chicago Stadium was always an incredible place to work,” 
he said. “The Blackhawks didn’t do much pre-game stuff, 
but the noise would start as soon as the crowd saw the first 
player hit the ice. If that didn’t get you excited to be there, you 
should’ve stayed home.”  

The only special pre-game thing the Blackhawks did was 
put a spotlight on the National Anthem singer, who stood on 
a podium in front of the organ near the top of the building. 
“By the end of the anthem, the place was roaring so loud 
you swore it was shaking,” Foyt said. “I was always afraid the 
singer would fall off the ledge he was standing on.”

Once the puck is dropped, the game’s still the thing at the 
X. But if the Wild draft a Bungee jumper in the fifth round 
this summer, don’t be surprised.

(Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.)

37b wright call

At second is another 8th-grader, Anna  
Olson. She was batting .380 and is also 
the team’s second pitcher, providing 
some quality backup for Fox.

First base is shared by sophomore 
Kendra Rosario and senior Lauren 
Mast, and it appears to be working for 
SPA, with both players hitting over .300. 
“It gives a chance to both a young player 
and an experienced player,” Ross said.

The Spartans also have the strong bat 
of freshman left fielder Delaney Middle-

brook, whose .466 average might soon 
move her up in the batting order.

Patrolling center is senior Rachel 
Rongstad, who is hitting .375 and covers 
the outfield well. 

At right is senior Mondraya Howard, 
who has been plagued by hard luck at the 
plate so far this year. “But she’s got some 
pop,” said Ross, adding that Howard will 
raise her average soon. “Sometimes you 
just need one or two to fall in and you’re 
on your way,” he said.

Reserve strength is provided by ju-
nior infielder Erin Lowenthal and junior 

Niambi Mitchell.
The Spartans still have some kinks to 

work out this season. Ross bemoaned a 
3-0 loss on April 23 to league-leading St. 
Bernard’s, a game his team had a chance 
to win if not for some base-running 
gaffes.

Still, Ross is encouraged. He pointed 
out that his team seems to hit well when 
it’s not necessarily expected. “Our better 
hitters are probably better against the 
hard throwers,” he said. “They’re not in-
timidated.”

37b spa softball

SPA coach 
Bill Ross 
gives hurler 
Sammi Fox 
some advice 
between 
innings.
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Classifieds
home improvementS

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431. Since 1973.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612- 
702-0761.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block; free estimates/ 
insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651- 
442-9748.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair. 
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys, 
walls, steps. Restoration qual-
ity work. Free estimates. Insured.  
1-888-295-3553; 651-442-9748.

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

GOODMANSON CONSTRUC
TION. Driveways, patios, steps, 
walks, retaining walls. Think spring! 
Estimate your project today. Call 
Bryan Dan, Mac-Grove resident, 
651-636-4996; www.goodmanson 
construction.com.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

ARBORS, WOODEN Fences and 
Platform Decks. Call Keith, 612-
839-7655.

home improvementS

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish work, basements, bath-
rooms, drywall/repair; reliable;  
20 years; Mike Foster, 651- 
216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install,  
refinish, repair. Estimates. Residen
tial/Commercial. 763-444-9048.

*BATHROOMS/KITCHENS*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bathroom/
kitchen rehab. 612-275-9815.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling 
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

home improvementS

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, refer-
ences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. 
Your vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

home improvementS

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile systems. 
R e a s o n a b l e  r a t e s .  F r e e  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

HOUSE PAINTING/REPAIR.  Wood 
frames/stucco, power washing, 
color matching. Best workmanship, 
price guaranteed; free estimates. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal, 
skim coating. Stain/varnishing, 
small wall repair. Painter Jim, 651-
698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

REAL Estate /land

HIGHLAND REALTY'S Michael 
Shields is a Seller Representative 
Specialist. 651-699-5228.

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

REAL Estate wanted

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

YES, WE’RE Buying!!! Older Rugs, 
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE 
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks; 
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469. 
TOP CASH PAID.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex-
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat, 
water damage, knockdown, dry-
wall, paper hanging; free estimates; 
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. References. Licensed. 
Insured. 651-690-3956.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

ATTN: STORES/Wholesalers! Buy 
fast-selling products@ZLC, 1-866-
464-6952 x203; mention discount 
code LC21391.

DESK, MAPLE, double pedestal, 
7 drawers (2 file drawers), very 
good condition; $285 cash; 651-
224-7039.

garage/moving/misc.

WORLD TRAVELER and Domestic 
Diva Yard Sale. Interesting interna-
tional cultural items and art pieces, 
antiques, furniture, bookcases, 
cribs, strollers, household items. 
Fri., May 9 and Sat., May 10, 9-5 at 
2047 Princeton Ave., St. Paul.

MULTIFAMILY 1765/69 Carroll Ave. 
May 17, 10-3. Parking lot.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY Garage 
Sale. Furniture, antiques, close out 
on Lulu shorts. 1701 Eleanor, May 
15-17, 9-4. No early birds. Cash 
only. 

boutiques/sales

MIRIAM RAY JEWELRY 4th Annual 
Mother's Day Porch Sale. Sat., May 
10, 10-4, 1326 Osceola at Hamline. 
400+ pairs of earrings, $3-$20, 
made with Swarovski crystals, 
pearls, stones. Free earrings with 
$35 purchase. 651-699-3737. Rain 
or shine.

AUTOS, BOATS, CYCLES

2000 SUBARU Outback wagon, win-
tergreen, auto, A/C, 1 owner, 155K, 
clean, $5,425; 651-343-5226.

REAL Estate /land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: May 21         Deadline: May 14

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festival

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult

Ry
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n, 
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e 1
4

Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

14.30

18.70

23.10

00.00

11.00 minimum

15.40

19.80

24.20

00.00

12.10

16.50

20.90

25.30

00.00

13.20

17.60

22.00

26.40

00.00   Classified ads are $1.10 a word, $11.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
   credit card. Please email, fax or deliver your ad to:  wantads@myvillager.com, 651-699-6501, 757 Snelling  
   Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116.
   To charge your ad, please complete:    Discover             Visa            MasterCard
   Card #  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___    Expiration Date ___  ___  -  ___  ___
   Signature___________________________________________________________  Phone__________________________ 

 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
 �Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
�Professional Services
 �Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
� Roommates
 �Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

30% off
Free Consultation
Free Installation

651.204.6526
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Service Directory
Home Services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and 
small demolition; garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

FURNITURE REFINISHING. 
Furniture repair, stripping & re-
finishing. Quality work, 32 years 
in business. Oak Plus, 612- 
724-5151.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
Carpentry. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

FIREPLACE REPAIR. Chimneys, 
stucco, brick & stone work; problem 
solving. Free estimates/Insured. 
Small jobs ok. 651-442-9748;  
1-888-295-3553.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

*I DO WINDOWS*
Call Chris at 651-645-1451.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. State Lic. #20581059. 
Troy's Decks & Fence, 651- 
210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/gutter 
cleaning, power washing, 10 years' 
experience, insured, references, 
free estimates. Jeremy, SkyBlue 
Windows, 651-503-0996.

*CHIMNEY REPAIR*
Flues, brick, tuckpointing. Mark, 
651-353-3870.

HIGHLAND PARK Painting: Interior/
Exterior. Power washing, decks, 
gutters, tree removal. Reasonable 
rates. 651-216-6548.

home improvementS

*WINDOWS*
Replacement windows installed, 
maintenance free, several styles. 
651-755-8766.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/ 
Insured. Professional Quality at a 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623. 
Paul.

PAINTING BY Dennis Winge! We 
do it all. 651-270-7905, more info.

FREE ESTIMATES, $25.00 gas 
card with each accepted job. 
Established, local, l icensed,  
masonry contractor specializing 
in replacing sidewalks, drives and 
steps. We work with concrete, 
stone and brick and are restora-
tion specialist. Quality work for 
good value. Call Doug at 651- 
645-8517.

CERAMIC TILE. Expert restoration 
repairs, construction and design; 30 
years; 651-458-9708.

PAINTING. Interior & Exterior. 
Includes Power wash. Highland. 
References. Experienced. Reas. 
Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
patios, walks, floors, brick/block, re-
taining walls, chimney repair/tuck-
pointing. 612-321-0842.

LET'S CREATE your new deck, 
pergola, arbor. Design build. Eliot 
Stadler, 651-785-3873.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, 
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured; 
651-699-7077.

*PAINTING*
Interior/Exterior. Professional 
quality work. Water damage,  
repair, plaster, handyman services, 
carpentry, enameling, windows  
and doors. 651-735-3349.

CONCRETE WORK: steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

SULLIVAN STONEWORKS for  
all your stonework needs. Call Jim, 
651-210-8741.

CERAMIC TILE, floors/bathrooms. 
For free estimate, call Frank, 651-
276-7094.

T & D ASPHALT repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, sealcoating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimate. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional exper- 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

PAINTING. SKILLFUL Painter for 
interior/exterior. Thorough prep to 
ensure great results. Color consult-
ing, plaster repair, glazing. Helen, 
651-644-0645.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR paint-
ing & repairs. Quality work, clean, 
professional, reliable. Prompt esti-
mates; excellent references. Have 
it done right! Contact Randy, 651- 
773-1011 or Roger, 651-470-5020.

HARDWOOD CONCEPTS. Quality 
floor sanding, refinishing and instal-
lations. Reasonable. 763-286-4455.

*AL'S DOORS-N-WINDOWS*
Free estimate, 100% guaranteed. 
Top of the line products. 651- 
329-2415.

KEVIN'S PAINTING SERVICE. 
Interior/Exterior. Licensed/Insured.  
10+ years' experience. Free es-
timates. Superior service at 
reasonable rates! Please call 651-
271-3809.

JOHNNY ROCK. Sheetrock, tap-
ing skim coat, match textures, re-
pair. Stucco/re-dash, repair. Johnny, 
651-785-5430.

Since 1883

Restoration Specialists
688 Hague                         651-292-0124

Plumbing and Heating Co.

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation Services I

Build
GARAGES

EASY TO WORK WITH

REASONABLE RATES

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack

SPRING CLEANUPS
                        • Weekly Mowing Contracts
                                         • Fertilizing
                                      • Landscaping

                                 Gallagher Property
                            Maintenance, Inc.

                               “EXPECT THE BEST”

                                           651-690-471017 years experience

SPRING
                        • Weekly
                                         • 
                                      • 

                                 

FREE
Spring Clean-up

with seasonal
contract

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

Tom’s Lawn Care
One-Time to Weekly Rates

Seasonal Contracts
651-455-9329

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

kernlandscaping.com

We Also Sell:
• Decorative

Landscape Rock
• Soil Ammendments 

(compost)
• Top Soil & Sand
• Decorative 

Landscape Mulches

We Accept:

Sod &
Soil
Stumps
Brush
Yard 
Waste

Start off your spring garden. 
We have composted manure

Landscape Supplies
Environmental processing

We Deliver All Products

Locally Owned & Operated

Pierce Butler & 915 No. Albert 
(3 blocks east of Snelling) 651646-1553

M-F 8aM – 5:30pM • Sat 9aM – 4pM

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate

•Steps •Floors •Sidewalks
• Patios • Custom Work • Footings

•Stone Steps
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

651.917.2881
www.proteampaintingplus.com

Call Duane for a prompt FREE estimate

LICENSED & INSURED, LIC# 20583395

Proud Supporter of the Ronald McDonald House Charities,
Upper Midwest. 2% Net Profit is donated to the House.

ONE STOP FULL SERVICE
QUALITY * SERVICE * INTEGRITY

Painting
Exterior
Interior
Carpentry Repairs
Woodworking

Chimney
Repairs

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family-owned for
over 50 years

612-414-4612

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595.

Mike Mohs

ConstruCtion
3 Generations of Craftsmanship

Since 1963 ★ www.mikemohsconstruction.com

FREE DINNER
At the Cherokee Sirloin Room

For A Job of $5,000 or More

3414 Snelling Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55406

651-291-0917

ROOFING
	 	 – All Types

GUTTERS
	 	 – Aluminum, Galvanized
	 	 		& Copper

FLAT ROOFING
	 	 – Rubber or Tin

WINDOWS & SKYLIGHTS
																																														MN Lic. 5456

Design/Build Remodelers
Additions  ~  Restorations

Baths  ~  Kitchens

Remodeling finer homes
for over 20 years

612/729-7608                651/698-5618
License #4593

             All you need
             to know about

             tree care.
• only work with

Certified Arborists.

Lone Oak Tree Service
612251-6973

ISA

CERTIF IED

ARBORIST ®

30 Years Serving
Highland Customers

O’Connell Painting

 651690-1832

PAINTING

In t e r i o r
E x t e r i o r

612 805-5483 cell

Continued page 44
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Service Directory
Housecleaning

*HELP FOR HIRE*
Cleaning. Organizing. Laundry/
Ironing. Year round yardwork. 
Gardening. $15/hr. Ann, 651- 
291-1339.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn and Landscaping. 
Quality work and competitive 
rates. Commercial/Residential. 
Landscaping services include 
grading, sodding, decorative rock 
& wood mulch gardens. Retaining 
walls, patios, sidewalks & drive-
ways. Weekly lawn cutting, weed 
& feed. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References available upon 
request.

THE BEST Landscaping Design 
Services. Retaining walls, walks 
& patios, grading, sodding, trees/
shrubs/plantings, ponds; Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping, Inc., 651-
227-2584.

T I M ’ S  G R A S S  C U T T I N G . 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups; 
gutter cleaning/repair; dethatching, 
tree/bush service; 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John, 
612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, 
sod, dirt. General hauling/excavat-
ing, tree trimming/removal. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Accept 
credit cards. References. Loren, 
651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Spring cleanups, mow-
ing. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

N/S LAWN SNOW. Call 651- 
776-5929 for estimates. Appre-ciate 
your business.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Spring 
cleanups. Weekly lawn. Edging, 
hedging & more. Tree trimming/
stump removal. Reasonable. Now 
taking new contracts. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serving 
the area for over 20 years. Family 
owned & operated. 651-699-9315; 
651-442-1325.

*$100 MONTHLY CONTRACTS*
Full service lawn care. Exper
ienced, reliable; Jeff, cell 651- 
276-4396.

MOWING/WEED WHACKING. 
Yard Cleanup/Tilling. Any/all 
Outdoor Needs! Zach BOS,  
651-341-6133.

SORENSEN LAWN Care, 20 
years serving St. Paul. Mowing, 
Fertilization/Weed Control, Aera
tion, Spring and Fall Cleanups.  
Call Jeff for a free estimate: 651- 
695-1230. www.SorensenLawn 
Care.com.

Home Services

OLD WINDOW Tune-Up. Sash cord 
replacement. Weather sealing. 
Security bolts. Complete mainte-
nance. Mike, 612-722-3328.

LOOKING FOR: Painting, gut-
ter cleaning, raking, mowing, 
weed pulling; odd jobs; Jim 651- 
698-0840.

GUTTER CLEANING and Gutter 
Screening. Since 1990. Call Mike, 
651-646-4000.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

JUNK/BRUSH hauling, cleanup. 
Prompt, courteous response. Call 
John, 651-387-2955.

GUTTER CLEANING. $50 most 
homes. Call for free quote. 651-
343-3944.

C U S T O M  W O O D W O R K . 
Countertops, vanities, cabinets, 
built-ins. Doors/wood storms. Mike, 
651-263-7065.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
We bag the debris instead of 
throwing to the ground. Includes 
flushing gutters and unclogging 
downspouts so water flows freely. 
Cleanup/hauling. 30 years' experi-
ence. Reasonable rates. Insured. 
FREE ESTIMATES. The Gutter 
Flushers. 651-428-8249.

*I CLEAN GUTTERS*
Call Chris, 651-645-1451.

Housecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Service. Licensed. Insured. Sisters 
in business and now expanding. 
651-730-4124.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House
cleaning. Honest, reliable, excellent 
references; 651-293-1273.

NEED HELP ORGANIZING YOUR 
SPACE? I can turn a cluttered, 
crowded, junked-up space into a 
space that feels calm, orderly and 
expansive. Flexible hours/reason-
able rates. Sandy, 651-330-7633.

HOUSECLEANING/CONSTRUC
TION cleanup. Move Ins/Move 
Outs. Basements, garages, yard 
work, windows. General house-
hold help, dinner party service and 
cleanup, errands. Honest, reason-
able, reliable, excellent references! 
Carrie, 612-703-6868.

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates • 30 yrs. Exp.

Excavation Available
612-729-1298

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Pella® Windows…
The best double-hung 
replacement windows 

on the market!
Buy 6 or more Pella® Windows
at the same time and receive a 

$70 per window rebate
         Good thru May 31, 2008

MN License # 20215516

Home Customizers, Inc.
(651) 690-5964

 Sunrise
Design ~ Build ~ Remodel

� inking of remodeling?
Finding it hard to come up with the right ideas, at the right price?

You owe it to yourself to call us.
We know how to work with you to give you a superior product.

Let us demonstrate how our dra� ing program allows you to
view every feature of your home. See it before it is built!

Dan Jozefow  651-303-9000    Mark Leigh  651-303-7753
Exceptional Design — Fine Cra� smanship — Personal Service — Lasting Value

MN License #8964    www.SunriseDesignBuild.com

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

Mike Hage

• Tinting & Stamping
• Steps
• Walkways
• Driveways
• Patios
• Garage Floors
• Retaining Walls
• Brick & Stone

• Pavers  • Tuckpointing  • Remodeling  • More!!

“Now you
 have a
 friend in the
 concrete,
 masonry &
 Home
 Improvement
 Business”

Family owned & operated. A trusted and
respected name since 1930. Free Estimates.

“Hage” quality & service made affordable.

Don’t delay, call today. 651-366-6891
Visit us online at www.mikehageconcrete.com

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 24 years

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

Celebrating
Our 26th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

                      The Best Care Year-Round

651714-4100
David Jarecke • 15 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/ Insured

SEASONS
PAINTING

• Plaster Repairs
• Water Storm Damage

• Skim Coating
• Wallpaper Removal
• Painting of All Kinds

• Texturing of All Kinds

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Fence Repair Co.
NEW INSTALLATION

No Job Too Small
612-644-9589

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

• Sod Install/Removal
• Bobcat Service
• Paver Patios, Walks & Drives

• Retaining Walls - SRW, 
  Boulder, Natural Stone
• Mulch/ Rock Removal
  & Installation

LaNDScaPINg

ConCrete 
& Masonry

new & repair

Gary Benson 651-423-6666

651-788-0660

Sidewalks-Patios-Driveways
Landscaping-Retaining Walls

Fire Place Face Lift
Brick-Stone-Stucco-Inside-Outside

Top Quality
Fair Price Jim Fraser

Continued
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Service Directory
Computer/Internet

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651-
274-4072.

pet sitting/pet care

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving care 
of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

Health & Fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

Sewing/Embroidery

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL SEAMSTRESS. 
Creative! 12 years' experience. 
Kim, cell 651-233-0075; 651- 
340-0645.

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

catering

CATER WAITER. Having a lun-
cheon, dinner or special occasion? 
Let our professionally trained wait 
staff help you. $25/hour, 4-hour 
minimum. 651-695-8012.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 651-
698-9604 or e-mail fiebigerj@
qwest.net.

Music Instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana Uni- 
versity. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; my studio or your 
home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

PIANO LESSONS with an expe-
rienced, patient, creative teacher 
in a cozy home studio. Trish, 651-
645-1620.

Piano Tuning/Repair

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered 
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning 
coupon. Gavinpiano.com. 

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. 
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

SADOWSKI BROS. Landscaping. 
We do it all. Reasonable rates.  
No job is too big or too small. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 651- 
353-3870.

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanup. Full lawn service, gutters, 
trees & bushes; 651-690-5227.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS, reliable 
lawn mowing, trimming and blow-
ing; call Andrew, 651-645-3940.

EXTERIOR DRAIN TILE systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

*PRO GREEN LAWN SERVICE*
Mowing, Cleanups, Dethatching, 
Fer ti l ization, Aeration. 651- 
442-8351.

*STONEGATE LAWN CARE*
Weekly mowing, fertilizing, aerat-
ing. Residential/commercial. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 612-581-8568.

COME HOME to a Natural Oasis! 
Verbena Design and Landscaping 
creates healthy outdoor spaces 
that suit your needs. Raingardens. 
Garden Renovations. Design. Build. 
Maintain. Art Meets Ecology in your 
Back Yard. Carleen, 612-590-5199. 
www.verbenadesign.com.

GARDEN HANDS, INC. Garden 
planning and maintenance, B.S in 
Horticulture and member of U of 
Minn. Master Gardener program. 
952-292-2379.

SPRING CLEANUPS from $59. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! Call for 
free quote. 651-343-3944.

LAWN MOWING from $20/cut. 
Discounts available! Call for free 
quote. 651-343-3944.

HEDGE & BUSH trimming, land-
scaping, hauling; experienced, 
prompt; Mike, 651-460-8102; 651-
214-1309.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Tree and 
brush removal. Yard cleanups. No 
job too small. Tom, 651-341-8353.

SVARE LAWN Service. Spring 
cleanup. Summer maintenance. 
Year round. 651-323-7311.

THAT STUMP WON'T MOVE 
ITSELF! Call Stump Grinding. Free 
estimates. 952-607-7489.

STONE RETAINING walls, new or 
repair. Free estimate. Insured. 651-
442-9748.

GARDEN SERVICES: Spring 
cleanup; regular weeding; fall cut-
back/cleanup. 651-690-2409. (Not 
a lawn service.)

financial services

NEED LOANS? Home improve-
ment/construction. Toll free 1-866-
684-2777 (customer ID 62998). 
www.atlowcostloans.com.

Office & graphics

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

Computer/Internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SET-UP, Tune-Up & Repair. 
Speedy On-Si te Solut ions. 
Software, Hardware Installations. 
Troubleshooting. Wi-Fi, Hardwire 
Network. Villager neighborhoods 
receive top priority. Se habla  
español. Diego, 651-698-6464.

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Naturally Beautiful
Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

• Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
• Spot Repairable  • Easy Maintenance
• Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring  • Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at

Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Free Estimates

Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured
Cell 612-386-7366    Office 651-647-1480

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Garage Slabs • Driveways

• Patterned Concrete
• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

  y u s t
architectural

Thoughtful Remodels & Additions
Free Initial Consultation

651 .  225 .  9601

Jeff Menard
Landscape

                  Drainage problems?
Retaining Walls

Patios – Steps – Walks
651•436•6568

Landscape

FINISH CARPENTRY
Cabinets • Built-Ins

Doors • Windows
Staircases

bIRdHouSE dESIgN & woodwoRkINg
Andy Yoakum 763-807-7400

Low Spring Rates!
BC-20617310

Over 30 Years Experience
 • Driveways • Overlays • Patios
 • Steps • Exposed • Brick
 • Walks • Colored • Stone
 • Floors • Stamped

Call us for ALL your
concrete needs

651.755.6152
651.755.6677

• Licensed
• Insured

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

• Parking Lots
• Sport Courts

www.arcpavinginc.com
Free Estimates

(651) 253-8474

• Parking Lots

Driveway Replacement 
Specialists

                           Expert Climbers • Professional Service
                           Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

                           The latest in yard friendly equipment
                           Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists 

Residential
Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed &
Insured

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

Complete Tree Service L.L.C.

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

J&R Cabinet Sales
651/485-5908
www.jandrcabinetsales.com

Amish Custom Cabinets

ST. ANDREWH o m e S e r v i c e s

w w w . s t a n d r e w h o m e s e r v i c e s . c o m

Services Provided:
Carpentry • Drywall • Taping

Windows • Doors
Flooring • Kitchen Remodel/Design

Painting • Ceramic Tile Install
Bathroom Remodel/Design

And Much More

(651) 785-6583      (612) 251-9343

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster & Drywall Repair,

Painting & More
Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured    Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

CHIMNEY
REPAIR

~ St. Paul’s Oldest Chimney Repair Co. ~

 • TUCKPOINTING & REBUILDING
 • DAMPER REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 • BRICK, FOUNDATION & MASONRY WORK
 • FIREPLACE REPAIR
 • RAINCAPS & SCREENS
 • FLASHING & ROOF REPAIR

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
Water Repellent 

Treatment
Stops Leaks

and Deterioration

Leske Co
651699-7089
www.leskechimneyrepair.com

OVER 90 
YEARS

COMBINED
EXPERIENCE

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 

Maintenance & Repair Facility

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

651 298-0956CERTIFIED

www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
membership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.

910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)
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Service Directory
child care

PART-TIME CHILD Care. I have two 
children (5 & 7) and would love to 
include your children in our summer 
plans: parks, pools, picnics, etc. 
Days and hours flexible. 651- 
222-6296.

MOTHER OF school age children 
available to take care of yours during  
summer. 651-428-7862.

health care provider

RENT A DAUGHTER. 25 years' 
experience, medically trained, CPR 
certified, meal prep, chores, er-
rands. $15-$20 per hour. 651- 
699-6301.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. Charming 2 bedrooms,  hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bed-
rooms, carpeted, spacious closets; 
$635-$655. For appt. call Cindy, 
651-699-8471.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704 
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

1776 ST. CLAIR AVE. Two bdrms. 
from $805; 651-690-3787. www.
krcapartments.com.

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior bldg. 
Underground heated parking, $663- 
$824; 651-773-3485.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-698-7684. www.krca-
partments.com.

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 2 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers conve-
nient access to work or enjoy-
ment. Hidden River Falls, unique 
shops, and great restaurants are 
just a walk, jog or bicycle ride away. 
Off-street parking and garages 
available. Call to reserve your new 
home! 952-334-5365.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,450 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

VICTORIA/RANDOLPH. Recently 
renovated. Charming 2 bdrm. 
Victorian lower duplex. Sunny 
eat-in kitchen/wood floor. Ceramic 
bathroom. Lots of built-ins, high 
ceilings, on site laundry, newer 
carpeting. Incl. heat, water, trash. 
NP/NS. Landlords who care! $950; 
651-292-8596.

*RENT TO OWN*
Low down payment. No bank qual-
ify. Many homes available. Call now. 
612-419-5350.

ONE BDRM., $650/mo. Walking 
distance to Macalester College. 
Move in special: 1/2 off first month's 
rent. 651-468-4102.

Instruction

SUMMER TUTORING. Catch up. 
Keep up. Get ahead. Reading, 
math, writing. References. Lyn, 
651-235-1955.

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

REGISTER NOW for  k ids '  
summer camps! Experience the 
joy of fearless sewing! Classes, 
camps, & private lessons. 651-297-
0495; sewinglounge.com.

READING TUTOR K-8: Elementary/
Special  Educat ion/Reading 
Licensures. 651-227-6573; joyce.
vavoulis@gmail.com.

summer programs

BUILDING CONFIDENCE! 
Exceptional results! Phonics, 
Comprehens ion ,  F l uency, 
Vocabulary, Writing Essentials.  
(K -6 th ) . Re fe rences. 651- 
699-7978.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS NEEDED! No CDL? Day 
or weekend classes locally @ ATT-
North. Get pre-hired with Werner! 
Benefits+. Make $700-$950 week!  
866-823-0268.

CHILD CARE service needs adults  
days, evenings and vacations; 
$500 week/up. Car necessary. 651- 
429-2963.

GUARANTY BANK is looking for 
enthusiastic Sales Associates and 
Personal Bankers in our Eagan 
and St. Paul locations. Email  
resume to: howard.trushenski@ 
gbmail.com.

DRIVERS NEEDED! No CDL? 
Day or weekend classes locally @ 
ATT-North. Get pre-hired with TMC! 
Benefits +. Make $850-$1,200/
week. 866-823-0268.

PERSONAL CARE Assistant 
Wanted. Aspirience Home Care is 
hiring a P/T PCA to care for active  
elderly woman with Alzheimer's. 
Must be mature, nonsmoker, hu-
morous, neat, able to run errands, 
active, flexible yet structured with 
outgoing personality. About 20 
hours a week, but, may be up 
to 40 at times. Call Tom at 952- 
412-5828.

DRIVE WOMAN appointments/
errands, once/twice week; com-
passionate, nonsmoker; 651- 
690-9954.

business opportunity

EXPERIENCED HAIR STYLIST 
chair rental or commission. Make 
your own hours. Cal l  651- 
224-8044.

child care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

EARLY START Licensed home 
daycare. Specializing in childhood 
development. Activities, field trips. 
20 months and up. Two provid-
ers. 22 years in business. 651- 
690-2395.

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE mom  
has openings soon. FT/PT any age. 
Excellent references. Sheila, 651- 
225-9626.

U OF M STUDENT from Highland 
Park area looking for summer 
employment as nanny or PCA. 
Availability: M-Th, morning/after-
noon. Have experience with chil-
dren of all ability levels as well as 
with mental and physical disabili-
ties as babysitter, PCA and swim 
teacher. Contact Maddie @ 651-
206-9080. Resume available. 

KEITH’S
PLASTER REPAIR

‘‘Repairing all types of Damage”

• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage
• Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wi lson

Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

Interior
WOODWORK
REFINISHING

Remove Old Paint/Finish
• Buffets  • Moldings
• Windows  • Doors

• Fine Furniture
Restore the original beauty.
Free Estimates • Locally owned

Dave Gunderson Restoration
Certified Wood Finish Specialists

651.699.6547

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
 Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

Certified  Arborist 651 699-7022
   “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Normandale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655
Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Dustin Hamland
651-319-3515

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Steigauf Brothers
Lawn Service

& Snow Plowing
~ Since 1980 ~

COMPLETE LAWNCARE &
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Mark Steigauf   651-698-0395

My old windows are great…

I just wish they worked.

Energy Improvements for Older Windows
Add “tilt-in” feature to Original Windows
Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting
Restoration Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

C
H

I L
E

EN PA IN

T
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G

Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

	 •Tree & Shrub Removal &Trimmings
	 • STUMP REMOVAL

Certified  Arborist

          651 699-7022
              “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

Roger Gatz

WALLS &
CEILINGS
Plaster & Drywall Repair,

Painting & More
Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

        Insured       Free Estimates
        Specializing since 1992
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for rent residential

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, across from 
golf course, sunlit 4 bdrm. home, 2 
fireplaces, new kitchen/stainless 
steel appliances, walk-in closets, 
screen porch, lovely patio. Attached 
2-car garage. 952-942-5670.

GRAND. 719 Hague. 1 BR, deck, 
carpeted, CA, laundry, storage, 
parking. No pets. $630 + util. 612-
309-4919.

UPPER LANDING, downtown 
condo on river; 2 BR, 2 BA, 1700 
sq. ft. Quiet, heated garage, gas 
fireplace, stainless apps., whirlpool 
tub; $1800; 612-339-4213.

DUPLEX, 16XX Randolph, 1 bdrm., 
washer/dryer, utilities not included; 
651-698-0678.

1915 MARSHALL AVE. Loft style 
1 bdrm., $595 mo. all util. included, 
off-street parking, laundry on site; 
no pets; Brigid, 651-428-6177.

1280-1299 GRAND AVE., 651-
699-3003. Beautiful, spacious 1 
BR and Studio Apts. Quality, Value, 
Great Location. Best Living on 
Grand Ave. 

HIGHLAND HOME. 1377 Prior Ave S,  
3 bdrm., 1.5 bath, $1,350 + util., 
avail. May 1. Contact Paul, 612-
597-9478.

MAC GROVELAND, 2083 Lincoln 
Ave. Avail. June 1. 2 BR upper 
duplex, near busline, front porch, 
newly finished hdwd. floors, remod-
eled bath. Fenced in yard, patio, 
off-street parking; $1100 + util.; 
651-387-7673.

ONE BDRM. upper unit, all util. 
paid; avail. July 1, N/S, $650 month 
+ deposit. 651-699-1161.

W. 7TH ST. Sunny 2 BR, upper 
duplex, large porch, new car-
pet, organic garden, heat paid, 
W/D, $775; 952-220-8338; 952- 
443-3442.

Moisture
Damage?

651-698-3156

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GaraGes l.l.c.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

Spring Cleanups

BEAKS  (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Invest
in your
Home

 Quality Lawn Care &
  Landscape Services

• Retaining Walls
• Pavers  • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning 
Lawn Care Contracts

call martey for a free estimate

651-271-2418
fully insured

ShowcaSe
Home Painting

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
1272 GRAND AVENUE (ACROSS FROM KOWALSKI’S)

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 A.M. –5 P.M.

For Rent Commercial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+  
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

TWO STORES, approx. 25 x 60;  
3107 E. 42nd St. and 4205 31st 
Ave S. Full basement. Ideal office 
or shop. Near busy restaurant; near 
Ford Bridge; 2 blocks from light rail. 
1-507-282-3237

BLOOMINGTON EXECUTIVE 
SUITES, 7800 Metro Pkwy. Prime 
1 and 2+ office spaces available 
immediately. Ideal for consultants,  
psychologists, attorneys, etc. 
Located near both airports and 
MOA. From $400. Contact Judy, 
952-851-9040.

LAW PRACTICE at 1654 Grand 
Ave. has office space available. 
Lease includes access to telephone 
and lines, facsimile and copying 
machines. 651-222-8611, ext. 12.

OFFICE SPACE Merriam Park, 
366 Prior Ave. N. Call Ron, 612-
386-6964.

roommates wanted

QUIET, CLEAN home. Hardwood 
floors, fireplace, A/C, laundry, $330; 
651-414-0545.

announcements

OJIKETA ALUMNI and Supporters. 
Help the Ojiketa Preservation 
Society assist Chisago City and  
the Trust for Public Land purchase 
Ojiketa to preserve it as a public 
park. Details www.ojiketa.com; 
call 651-257-5105 for information. 
Thank you.

Great teachers do things

teachers do things

Nominate outstanding teachers for the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics & Science Teaching –
the nation’s highest honor for mathematics
and science teachers, awarded by the
White House.

For more information and nomination
forms, please visit www.parents.org.

Presidential Awards for
Excellence in Mathematics

& Science Teaching

differently…

Great teachers do things



~ Assorted Fresh Bakery ~ • Egg Breakfast Sandwich and others  • Iced Drinks

5 StarCafe

20%Off
Any Coffee Product

with coupon. Limit one discount per item w/coupon.

       2469 W. 7th St.   Sibley Plaza  651-696-0909
               We Roast Our Own Coffee • Beans! Assorted Fresh Bakery Daily!

                             COUPON

™

™

Nile Chiropractic Clinic
Specializing in auto

and work-related injuries as well as 
headaches, neck and back pain

2421 West 7th Street • Sibley Plaza, St. Paul, MN

Walk-ins welcome. 651-699-1222

10% OFF

armo
LIQUOR STORE

COUPON

10% OFF
Wine bottle(s) of your choice

Sibley Plaza  651-698-0707
(just west of Cooper’s Super Valu)

Sale items 
not included.
With coupon 
thru 6/30/08.

Think Hot Summer!

 Your One Stop Shop:
    • Check Cashing • Postal Supplies
    • Western Union • Fax & Copy Service
       Wire Services • Pre-paid Phone
    • Money Orders    Cards 

Located At:  Sibley Plaza
2431 W. 7th St. • St. Paul, MN  55116

PH 651.690.5070   FAX 651.690.5117

European
     grocery and gift store

Kiev Foods
2509 West 7th St. • Sibley Plaza • (651) 690-5655
100% Organic

• sausage
• cheese  • kefir
• farmer cheese

from Russia, Ukraine, Poland, 
Romania, Italy, Finland, Germany,
 Greece, Austria, Israel and others.

10% OFF
from any purchase
with this coupon

Kiev Foods   (651) 690-5655

“Workout on your time, not ours”
• NO more major investments
   • NO more waiting to work-out
      • NO more lines for equipment
         • Access to ANY Anytime Fitness
            • State-of-the-Art Equipment

Join & Receive
The Summer Free

2501 7th Street W. • Sibley Plaza
651-789-1010 Expires June 30th, 2008

Christopher Hawley
Jean Pierre Pallais

(651) 696-9096

All your protection under one roof

Sibley Plaza • 2409 W. 7th St.
© 2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 http://www.amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
I N S U R A N C E ®

®All your protection under one roof

®

(651) 698.2100
M - F  9-7     Sat  9 - 5     Sun  11 - 4

Where Fashion Sense Meets Common Sense
2473 W. 7th St. • SIBLEY PLAZA

$2 off Haircut
$5 off Color

Expires June 30, 2008.
(No Appointment Necessary)

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill

Sibley Plaza • 2481 W. 7th St. • 651-699-3530

Cooper’s

Pick any 5 packages from the
“Pick 5” section and pay only $19.95!

Save at least $5.00!

®

                                             with this ad

•  Designer 
Name Frames

•  Up to 40% off
Second Pair

                                    To make an 
                                    appointment call:

        Sibley Plaza

                                            2439 West 7th Street (651) 695-0526
                                       Not valid with other offers.

americana

Let us cater your
Graduation Party

           
$100 OFF

            Any Tobacco Purchase
             of $55 or More

    Not valid with other discounts.
 Marlboro Excluded. Must have coupon expires 6/30/08.

$5 OFF
Pedicure & Manicure
New Customer Specials!

$3 OFF Full Set
$2 OFF Fill 
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