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By Jane McClure

Mandatory organized trash collec-
tion will begin on October 1 for 
the residents of all single-family 

homes, duplexes, triplexes and four-plexes 
in St. Paul. Residents should know who 
their new trash hauler will be by sometime 
in August. The City Council on April 25 
agreed to spend $4 million to purchase new 
wheeled and lidded garbage carts, and resi-
dents should be receiving them in August 
or September.

Though the change to organized trash 
collection has been welcomed by residents 
who are tired of illegal trash dumping and 
the wear and tear of multiple garbage trucks 
traversing their alley, it has been questioned 
by those who will be seeing large increases 
in the cost of trash collection. Some resi-
dents will be paying two or even three times 
as much under the new system.

City getting ready 
to roll out its new 
organized system 
of trash collection  
Residents will be asked in 
May to select service level

Raising eyebrows. Kada Goalen renders a large, two-panel mural of Mexican 
painter Frida Kahlo in jewelry artist Marisa Martinez’ studio on University Avenue during the 
St. Paul Art Crawl on April 28. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Calvary celebrates a century of faithfulness

By Roger Barr

As the Reverend Joe Marsh prepares his 
sermon for Sunday, May 20, the pastor 
of Calvary Evangelical Lutheran will be 

contemplating the past, present and future of his 
church at 341 S. Hamline Ave. That morning the 
congregation will celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of Calvary’s founding. 

“We’re celebrating the faithfulness of the people 
all those years,” Marsh said. “We’re celebrating the 
faithfulness of God and the things He has allowed 
this congregation to do for the community.” 

The centennial celebration will open at 9 a.m. 
with an open house, followed by a performance of 
gospel, folk and bluegrass music by the trio Single-
ton Street. The worship service will begin at 10 

a.m. and be followed by a luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
“I’m looking forward to seeing people who may 
not have attended for a while,” Marsh said.

Calvary Lutheran traces its roots to the opening 
of a Sunday school in 1917. That fall the first wor-
ship services were held in a private home at 1270 
Niles Ave. However, the congregation was not for-
mally organized until March 24, 1918, under the 
name Randolph Heights Lutheran Church.

That year the congregation moved into a com-
bination church and parsonage at 1352 Lansing 
Street (now Wellesley Avenue). Two years later, it 
was reorganized under the name Calvary Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church and a new church building 
was constructed. That building was razed in 1926 
when the cornerstone for the existing church was 
laid. 

The new church was dedicated on January 30, 
1927. A pipe organ was installed and the church’s 
interior was redecorated in 1941. A subsequent re-
modeling in 1954 relocated the front entrance and 

Lutheran church carries 
on tradition of service 
in answer to His word
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added a vestibule and baby “cry room.”
At the May 20 luncheon, longtime 

member Mary Gardner said she may 
share memories of the old Luther 
League. “Every other Friday night, we’d 
have a church supper and afterwards 
we’d play volleyball, sometimes until 
2 a.m.,” Gardner recalled. “When I got 
home, my mother couldn’t believe I 
was at church that long. It gave us such 
strength to be in a church with such a 
good group of Christian people.” 

Gardner, 84, has been a member of 
Calvary for as long as she can remember. 
She served as the church’s substitute or-
ganist for many years before becoming 
its full time organist and musical direc-
tor 15 years ago. 

Calvary now has about 50 members. 
Attendance at Sunday worship varies, 
but the message does not. “Every min-
ister every Sunday has always preached 
about the word of God,” Gardner said. 
“There’s been no politics. Sermons are 
true to the word.”

Calvary feels “like home” to mem-
ber Mike Johnson, who has lived in St. 
Paul since the late 1980s. Eight years 
ago, when he and his wife Carman were 
searching for a new church, they chose 
Calvary because it was Lutheran and 
in the neighborhood, he said. Now an 
elder in the congregation and a mem-
ber of the church choir, Johnson enjoys 
the contemporary Christian music that 
Calvary incorporates in its worship ser-
vices, though he remains partial to the 
more traditional hymns.

The congregation’s mission is to 
spread the Gospel—not by preaching, 
but by serving the community. “We’re a 
Bible-based church,” Johnson said. “We 
want to apply that to people’s daily liv-
ing.” 

The church hosts the weekly meet-
ings of two recovery groups, including 
a chapter of  Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Boys Scout and Girl Scout troops meet 
at the church. The congregation also 
collects clothing and personal items for 
Metro Hope, a nonprofit organization 
that serves people in recovery. 

Church members serve a free lunch 
each year to the teachers at nearby Ran-
dolph Heights Elementary School and 
gather donated supplies for the teachers 

to use in their classrooms. One congre-
gation member volunteers each month 
to lead a worship service at Union Gos-
pel Mission. Others lead  monthly wor-
ship services at the state correctional 
facility in St. Cloud. 

Calvary is a member of the Missouri 
Synod of the Lutheran Church. Its theol-
ogy falls somewhere between the more 
conservative Wisconsin Synod and the 
more progressive Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America. Like many Chris-
tian congregations, it has seen its mem-
bership decline in recent decades amid 
changing demographics and changing 
attitudes about religious practice. 

Things are “never going to be the way 
they used to be,” Marsh said. “Many 
people have accepted that, but they’re 
talking about what we can do now” to 
reverse the trend. 

“I think the biggest thing is how do 
we grow the ministry?” Johnson said. 
“How do we get more young people in 
the church and away from media and 
games? While our worship services may 
not have smoke machines and lasers, we 
do preach God’s word and try to stick 
with that as close as possible.” 

Calvary members believe their evan-

gelical mission is still relevant, and they 
strive to connect with people who are 
looking for sanctuary from a chaotic 
world. “A lot of people struggle spiritu-
ally,” Johnson said. “It helps to have a 
place to go when you’re struggling and 
when you want to recognize how God is 
at work in your life.”

That evangelical focus has succeeded 
in bringing former members back to 
Calvary, according to Johnson. Helen 
Miels is one. Her father, the Reverend 
Dr. Arthur H. Braun, served as Cal-
vary’s pastor from 1938-83. Following 
his retirement, Miels felt she “needed 
a change” and attended several other 
churches before returning to Calvary in 
2016. 

“I came back to a Christ-centered 
church where I knew scripture was be-
ing preached,” she said. “I truly believe 
that Christ was crucified and rose again. 
To me, that’s very important. I believe Je-
sus died for my sins and that I can look 
forward to being in heaven with Him 
because He forgives.” 

For information about Calvary Lu-
theran or its centennial celebration, 
contact the church at 651-698-6138 or 
celc341@msn.com.

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church pastor the Reverend Joe Marsh and his wife Mary Jo (second from left) pose with 
congregation members Sally Iverson, Mike Johnson and Bob and Gretchen Felt.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

1b calvary lutheran

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran’s confirmation class of 1963 gathers around the 
Reverend Arthur H. Braun, the Macalester-Groveland church’s pastor for nearly 
45 years, from January 1938 to October 1982.
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The city will be sending out a mailing this 
week with basic information on organized 
collection. Residents should also watch for a 
postcard during the week of May 14 asking 
them to select the size of cart and level of ser-
vice they wish to receive, according to Ellen 
Biales, special projects manager for the city’s 
Department of Public Works. 

Residents will have to make their selection 
by June 1 by mailing back the postage-paid 
card, calling the phone number on the card or 
visiting the city’s website at stpaul.gov. Other-
wise, the city will make the selection for them 
based on a resident’s current level of service. If 
the household has not had trash service previ-
ously, the city will assign a medium (64-gal-
lon) cart with weekly pickup.

Under the new system, neighbors may no 
longer share a trash cart. The best the city can 
do for those who generate little trash is to of-
fer the option of a 35-gallon cart picked up ev-
ery other week at a cost of $20.28 per month.

“We’ve tried to accommodate the trash cart 
sharers by offering a very minimal level of ser-

vice,” said Biales. “I don’t foresee that chang-
ing anytime in the near future.”

The monthly costs for other cart sizes are 
$23.44 for weekly pickup of a 35-gallon cart, 
$32.03 for weekly pickup of a 64-gallon cart, 
and $34.15 for weekly pickup of a 95-gallon 
cart. Households will be charged an addition-
al fee of $24.60 per year to be paid with their 
property taxes to help cover the costs of ad-
ministration, outreach, education and carts.

Zero Waste St. Paul, a group that is dedicat-
ed to reducing the city’s overall waste stream, 
has not taken a position on organized collec-
tion. Kristina Mattson, a member of the group 
from Highland Park, said her family will see 
savings under the city’s new garbage rates. 
However, she said, other group members will 
be paying more for organized collection.

Some Zero Waste members are disappoint-
ed that neighbors will no longer be able to 
share a cart. Others have wondered if having 
to pay more for trash collection will discour-
age people from recycling and composting. 
Mattson thinks people “who are conscien-
tious about the amount of waste they gener-
ate” will continue to recycle and compost as 

much as possible. However, she and others 
would like the city to offer more incentives 
for recycling and composting and more edu-
cation about how to divert household waste 
from the trash.

The City Council voted 5-2 last November 
to proceed with organized trash collection. 
City staff then entered into contract negotia-
tions with St. Paul Haulers LLC, a consortium 
of the 15 private trash haulers operating in the 
city. Eleven haulers are now part of St. Paul 
Haulers LLC.  Earlier this year, East Metro 
Environmental sold its share of the St. Paul 
market to Republic Services. The city’s two 
Garbage Man franchises sold their client lists 
to Waste Management. Walters Recycling and 
Refuse, which had a small number of custom-
ers in St. Paul, also sold its client list to Waste 
Management.

According to St. Paul Haulers LLC’s bylaws, 
an outside company may buy out the market 
share of one of the haulers, but only with the 
approval of all the haulers in the group. How-
ever, Biales believes that further consolidation 
among consortium members is unlikely.

The 11 haulers are now working to divide 

the city with routes that match their market 
share. Haulers that have a smaller market 
share may only be working one or two days 
per week in the city, while others work three 
or more days per week. However, only one 
hauler will be assigned to a specific block.

Some St. Paul residents have wondered how 
organized collection will proceed, given the 
problems Eureka Recycling has encountered 
since it switched from the curbside pickup 
of bins to the alley pickup of carts. City staff 
and the haulers themselves do not foresee any 
problems.

“The same haulers we’re working with 
are the same haulers that have been pick-
ing up trash throughout the city for years,” 
Biales said. “They’re familiar with our alleys 
and have equipment that works in them. We 
anticipate that residents will be able to have 
their trash picked up from the same location 
they have now. We’ll be encouraging property 
owners to follow current city ordinances and 
make sure that their address is clearly indi-
cated on their garage.”

For updated information on organized col-
lection, visit stpaul.gov/garbage.

With Garlock-French 
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1b organized trash

By Jane McClure

Allowing single-family homeowners 
to add a separate dwelling above a 
garage, in a backyard or within or at-

tached to a house is gaining support in St. 
Paul. The city’s Planning Commission held 
a public hearing on April 20 on a proposed 
ordinance to allow accessory dwellings in the 
West End, Frogtown, Dayton’s Bluff, Mounds 
Park and Battle Creek neighborhoods. How-
ever, interest in the accessory dwellings is also 
being heard in the Highland Park, Merriam 
Park, Hamline-Midway and St. Anthony Park 
neighborhoods.

 The Planning Commission’s Comprehen-
sive and Neighborhood Planning Committee 
is expected to make a recommendation on 
accessory dwellings in the first five neigh-
borhoods later this spring. The full Planning 
Commission could make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council as early as June.

Accessory dwellings are viewed as one way 
to meet the growing demand for housing in 
St. Paul. A second dwelling might help home-
owners share expenses and give them the 
means to better maintain their homes. The 
dwellings could also make it easier for families 
to take care of an elderly relative while giving 
them some privacy. 

The city’s Advisory Committee on Aging 

supports accessory dwellings. “I’m on the 
front end of the baby boom generation,” said 
West End resident Edie Meissner, who co-
chairs that committee. “St. Paul, I fear, is not 
going to be ready for the housing needs of my 
generation.”

Accessory dwellings have been allowed 
since the fall of 2016 on single-family lots of at 
least 5,000 square feet that are located within a 
half mile of the light-rail Green Line between 
Lexington Parkway and the western city lim-
its. However, in 18 months Hamline-Midway 
resident Eric Larsen and his family are the 
only homeowners to have added an accessory 
dwelling under that ordinance. 

The Larsens are building a new garage with 
a rental unit above, and construction should 
be completed soon. The family held an open 
house recently to show the unit to neighbors. 

“This allows the city to add density slowly 
and in a non-obtrusive way,” Larsen testi-
fied at the Planning Commission hearing on 
April 20. It will also give his household greater 
means to pay the mortgage and meet other 
expenses, he said, since the future occupant of 
the garage unit will be paying rent.

Larsen said the biggest challenge in adding 
the extra dwelling was meeting the require-
ment that the new garage’s height not exceed 
the height of the existing house. However, the 
minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet may be 

a bigger challenge for others, he said. 
The city’s discussion of accessory dwellings 

has also elicited calls for a study of tiny port
able houses. Former Ward 2 resident Stepha-
nie Kubes recently purchased a tiny house. 
While she now has an affordable home, she 
had to move away from friends and family be-
cause St. Paul does not allow them. “St. Paul is 
my home, but I’ve had to leave it behind,” said 
Kubes, who is a member of Midwest Tiny Liv-
ing, an organization that advocates for porta-
ble tiny houses in cities. 

According to planning commissioner Anne 
deJoy, the commission is considering legal-
izing cluster developments, and those could 
include tiny portable houses on smaller lots 
adjacent to a shared open space. 

Planning commissioners have raised many 
questions about accessory dwellings. Some 
commissioners would like to see whether 
more flexibility could be built into the ordi-
nance. Several would like to see the ordinance 
extended citywide. Some St. Paul neighbor-
hoods have long opposed accessory dwellings 
out of concern about overcrowding or the 
promotion of problem properties.

Six people testified at the Planning Com-
mission hearing on April 20, and all were 
in favor of accessory dwellings. More than a 
dozen people weighed in on the online forum 
Open St. Paul, and they too were all in favor. 

Some of them asked the Planning Commis-
sion to consider ways to make the regulations 
more flexible.

Under the ordinance, accessory dwellings 
could only be added on single-family lots that 
are owner-occupied. A deed restriction would 
have to be filed with Ramsey County, and if 
the property were ever sold, the new owner 
could either maintain the accessory dwelling 
or have it de-converted.

The minimum lot size can be a problem in 
many areas of St. Paul. The typical lot in many 
neighborhoods is 40 by 120 feet or just un-
der the minimum of 5,000 square feet. How-
ever, the proposed ordinance allows half of 
an abutting alley to be factored into the size, 
which would bring those typical lots above 
the minimum. 

The maximum height for accessory dwell-
ings was also questioned. The height of stand-
alone accessory dwellings or accessory dwell-
ings above a garage are limited to 25 feet or 
the height of the main dwelling, whichever is 
higher. “The intent is to maintain neighbor-
hood character,” said senior city planner Jamie 
Radel. “We don’t want to have garages that are 
tall enough to be popping out over roof lines.”

Planning Commission chair Betsy Reveal 
asked city staff for further study of the issues 
raised and the results of that study brought 
back before a final commission vote.

Accessory dwellings gaining support—in theory anyway
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By Jane McClure

Plans for a six-story, mixed-use develop-
ment at the southeast corner of Snelling 
and St. Clair avenues will be the subject 

of a public hearing before the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission’s Zoning Committee at 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, May 10, in City Council 
chambers at City Hall. 

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council’s Housing and Land Use Commit-
tee voted 11-5 on April 25 to recommend 
support for the conditional use permits the 
developer is seeking to exceed the maximum 
heights allowed by the property’s traditional 
neighborhoods (TN) zoning.

Permit supporters spoke of the need for 
more housing in the area and for higher-
density housing in transit corridors and at 
commercial corners with bus stops. Permit 
opponents said the building would be too tall, 
and that it could lead to parking and traffic 
congestion on neighboring side streets. 

St. Paul-based TJL Development LLC is 
proposing 118 market-rate efficiency, one- 
and two-bedroom apartments and 4,100 
square feet of retail space on the three lots at 
246, 248 and 252 S. Snelling Ave. currently oc-
cupied by a surface parking lot and the former 
Sweeney Cleaners and Rosemark Bakery. 

Most of the apartments would be on the 
second through sixth floors and would have 
balconies or decks. The first floor would have 
three large apartments, retail space at the 
Snelling-St. Clair corner, 28 enclosed parking 
spaces and 22 secured bike racks. Another 70 
enclosed parking spaces and 98 secured bike 
racks would be provided in an underground 
garage accessed off of Snelling Avenue. 

“Our goal since day one has been to work 
within the confines of the zoning code,” said 
Jim LaVelle of TJL Development. 

That comment was met with skepticism 
from some neighborhood residents who 
questioned the need then for the conditional 
use permits. 

LaVelle said his desire is to keep rents as 
low as possible. With construction costs on 
the rise, that requires a higher building, ac-
cording to him. When asked if he would con-
sider a three-story building, he said, “I could 
do that, but no one could afford to live there.” 

TJL Development is seeking a height of 68 
feet 4 inches on the north end of the building, 
or 13 feet 4 inches above the maximum height 
for that property’s TN3 zoning. At the south 

end of the building, TJL is seeking a height of 
47 feet, or between 4 feet 8 inches and 6 feet 
above the maxium height for that property’s 
TN2 zoning since the building’s upper floors 
would be stepped back from the property line.

LaVelle is working with Momentum De-
sign Group on the building’s architecture, 
which has changed some since the plans were 
first unveiled in early April. Additional step-
backs have been incorporated on the east side 
of the building, and some balconies have been 
eliminated near the southeast corner, which 
are the parts of the building closest to neigh-
boring homes. A darker, richer shade of brick 
is now being proposed on the exterior facade 
of the first floor, and that same brick would 
not face the second and third floors.

“(The brick) will add to the project’s cost, 
but we think it’ll be an improvement,” LaVelle 
said. 

Sargent Avenue resident Erin O’Gara 
praised the proposed mix of housing and 
retail space in the building. “I think this is a 
great example of smart growth,” she said.

“It’s important to have this type of devel-
opment in the neighborhood,” said longtime 
Macalester-Groveland resident Leon Webster, 
adding that he may live there someday. 

Brimhall Street resident David Wallinga 
said he appreciated the building’s massing 
and attention to detail. “This is much more 
attractive than the LeCesse project,” he said, 
referring to the six-story building that was 
proposed last year by a Florida-based devel-
oper. However, Wallinga added, parking by 
customers of the businesses at Snelling and 
St. Clair is already a problem in the neigh-
borhood, and that could grow worse with the 
new development.

David Little, who lives on Saratoga Street, 
said he counted almost 470 motorists blowing 
through a stop sign in the neighborhood on a 
Saturday last November. “People are trying to 
avoid the stoplight at Snelling and St. Clair, so 
they cut through the neighborhood,” he said. 

“I don’t think people have any idea of how 
much traffic there will be,” said Goodrich Av-
enue resident Mary Huber. While the plans 
for the building look “beautiful,” she said, “I 
don’t think it’s the right size.”

“I’d like to see it come down a story,” said 
Warwick Street resident Kathy Childers.

In addition to the conditional use permits. 
TJL Development is hoping for a favorable 
decision by the Minnesota Supreme Court in 
mid-May regarding a dispute over the future 
of the parking lot at St. Clair and Snelling. 
Cinema Ballroom, 1560 St. Clair Ave., is hop-
ing to preserve its lease on the off-street park-
ing there. The state’s highest court could let an 
appeals court ruling stand in favor of the new 
development, or uphold a district court ruling 
that favored the owner of Cinema Ballroom.

TJL Development’s latest plan for a 118-unit market rate apartment building with first 
floor retail on the southeast corner of Snelling and St. Clair avenues features a stepped-
back design and heights of from 47 feet to 68 feet 4 inches.

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

•  Choose from over 1000 frames
•  Highest quality of lens materials
•  Contact lens specialists
•  Most insurance plans accepted
•  Eye exams 6 days a week by Dr. Troy 

Randgaard & Dr. Aaron Peterson

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM AT
PearleVisionHigHland.com

Family owned, community 
involved, clearly diFFerent

Highland shopping center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

Permit for 6-story apartment bldg. 
at St. Clair and Snelling gets hearing

St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter will give his 
first State of the City address at 9 a.m. Satur-
day, May 19, at Johnson High School, 1349 
Arcade St. The address was rescheduled last 
month due to inclement weather. 

Following the address, attendees can en-

gage in small group discussions at 11 a.m. to 
provide feedback about their visions for the 
city. Admission is free. The address will be 
broadcast live on Comcast 859 and Century-
Link 1234. Viewers can also watch the address 
live at facebook.com/cityofsaintpaul.

Carter holds first State of City May 19

Latest proposal has 
more brick and fewer
balconies near homes
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Give him the POWER to
learn
grow 
lead
serve
be

Middle School Showcase
Monday, May 14 at 6:00 PM

Register at Cadets.com/ConnectionsServing the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, 
West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Over 104,000 readers are ready
to have a Grand old time.

(And spending money is definitely on the agenda.)

GRAND OLD DAY ISSUE:
May 23

Space reservations due: May 17
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council on April 25 
voted to allocate $60,000 for the con-
tinuing study of a $15 per hour mini-

mum wage for all employees within the city 
limits. The St. Paul Foundation and Minne-
sota Community Foundation contributed an-
other $35,000 for the study, which will be led 
by the nonpartisan Citizens League.

Following the City Council’s vote, Citizens 
League executive director Pahoua Yang Hoff-
man announced the members of the commit-
tee that will carry out the study. Chairing the 
committee will be St. Paul Area Chamber of 
Commerce president and CEO B. Kyle and 
Rick Varco, political director of SEIU Health-
care, a union of more than 35,000 health and 
long-term care workers in Minnesota.

The $95,000 study comes on the heels of an 
initial $25,000 study that was funded by the 
St. Paul Foundation and Minnesota Com-
munity Foundation and carried out by the 
Citizens League last winter. That study rec-
ommended a more in-depth second study to 

address questions raised by the first study. 
The new study will examine the pros and 

cons of a minimum wage, including the wage 
level itself and whether it should include 
other benefits like health insurance; possible 
exemptions for some employers and employ-
ees;  whether to adopt a lower minimum wage 
for tipped employees; and whether or not to 
phase in a minimum wage increase over time 
and index it to inflation.

Also serving on the study committee will 
be Bob Brick, president and CEO of Ally 
People Solutions; Samuel Callahan, a cook at 
McDonald’s and Taco Bell; Dillon Donnelly, 
a St. Paul resident and director of business 
development for Donnelly Custom Manufac-
turing; Matt Gray, a server at W.A. Frost res-
taurant; Jon Grebner, political action director 
of AFSCME Council 5; Matt Halley, executive 
director of Cookie Cart; Doug Hennes, vice 
president for government relations and spe-
cial projects at the University of St. Thomas; 
Sarah Kopp-Reddy, a server at Pizza Luce; 
Andrew Kopplin, owner of Kopplin’s Coffee 
Shops; Rebecca Lucero, public policy direc-

tor for the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits; 
Tim Mahoney, a St. Paul resident and owner 
of the Loon Cafe; Veronica Mendez Moore, 
co-director of Centro de Trabajadores Uni-
dos en la Lucha; Oscar Murcia, owner of El 
Guanaco Bakery Y Café; Kera Peterson, po-
litical director of the St. Paul Regional Labor 
Federation; Sam Peterson, owner of Kyatchi; 
Analita Silva, co-owner of St. Paul Small Busi-
ness; Pang Vang, owner of Rainbow Health 
Kare; and Mary Hicks and Barry Gisser, two 
members of the Citizens League.

The agreement with the organizations help-
ing to fund the minimum wage study includes 
a commitment that the study committee work 
independently of the city. Committee mem-
bers were selected by the Citizens League to 
represent a wide array of perspectives on the 
wage issue. The group is expected to review 
the initial study and the additional research 
and testimony before making a recommenda-
tion to the city by the end of August.

“As St. Paul weighs what the minimum 
wage in our city should be, it is essential that 
we have a meaningful and fact-based discus-

sion with those affected by it,” said Ward 3 
City Council member Chris Tolbert. “This 
continued work from the Citizens League is 
an important component in that.”

“We found through the first phase of this 
study that a minimum wage ordinance has the 
potential to have big effects on employees and 
employers alike, some of which may be unin-
tended,” Hoffman said. “It’s important that we 
convene different perspectives using the Citi-
zens League approach to review the available 
data and find areas of common ground on the 
way to final recommendations.”

“I look forward to moving St. Paul forward 
toward our goal of passing a $15 minimum 
wage ordinance by the end of this year,” said 
Mayor Melvin Carter. “This Citizens League 
committee will help us answer vital questions 
about how we structure a policy that works 
for all of us.”

All committee meetings will be open to the 
public. Meeting times and locations, meet-
ing minutes, supportive materials and other 
documents will be available at citizensleague.
org/minwage.

League embarks on in-depth study of minimum wage hike

HDC supports permit, rezoning, variance for old Riverside site 

The long-discussed redevelopment of 
the former Riverside School property at 
900 Albion Ave. is moving ahead. After 

several meetings on the plans, the Highland 
District Council announced on May 3 that it 
conducted an e-mail vote and recommended 
approval of a conditional use permit, rezoning 
and variance for the site. 

Another presentation on the project is set 
for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at the High-
land Park Community Center, 1975 Ford 
Pkwy. The St. Paul Planning Commission’s 
Zoning Committee is slated to take up the  

requests on May 24 at City Hall.
The applications were filed with the city by 

Wedum Albion LLC, which is owned by the 
nonprofit J.A. Wedum Foundation. The foun-
dation is purchasing the 5.4-acre site from the 
St. Paul Public Schools. The Riverside build-
ing was razed last August. The proposed zon-
ing change is from single-family residential 
use to traditional neighborhoods 3. 

A maximum building height of 65 feet is 
proposed, which requires a conditional use 
permit under TN3 zoning. A variance for the 
zoning’s building design is also being sought. 

A front door is required under TN3 zoning, 
but having a front door along a busy street 
like West Seventh is considered inappropri-
ate for a senior living facility that will include 
memory care units. 

Plans call for creating a cul-de-sac on Lex-
ington Parkway north of Montreal Avenue.  
Lexington would then be rerouted through 
the former school property and across West 
Seventh to connect with Elway Street. One 
building entrance would be along the rerout-
ed street and a second would be at the corner 
of Lexington and West Seventh.

The project calls for two buildings of senior 
housing. The first building would have 160-
180 housing units, with construction to start 
this fall and be completed in 2020. The second 
building is still being planned, with the start-
ing date of construction unknown. Housing 
options range from independent living to 
memory care. 

HDC board members saw the project as 
a rare opportunity to reroute Lexington and 
eliminate the dangerous intersection where 
Lexington, Montreal and West Seventh Street 
meet.



page 6	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, may 9, 2018

By Kevin Driscoll

The DFL endorsing convention in Ward 
4 for the special election to fill the 
last 16 months of St. Paul City Coun-

cil member Russ Stark’s term was short and 
sweet for Mitra Jalali Nelson. It took just two 
ballots on April 28 to give Nelson the neces-
sary 60 percent for endorsement over fellow 
candidates Shirley Erstad and Amy Ireland. 

Nelson needed the support of 98 of the 162 
convention delegates for endorsement. She 
got 95 votes on the first ballot to Erstad’s 35 
votes and Ireland’s 23 votes. (Nine delegates 
voted for no endorsement.) Ireland immedi-
ately withdrew from the race. On the second 
ballot, Erstad remained at 35 votes, no en-
dorsement received 18 votes and Nelson got 
108 votes, or 67 percent.

Nelson thanked the convention delegates 
for their faith in her and promised that, if 
elected, she would work “24/7 for justice in 
housing, economic development and com-
munity safety.” 

As the second ballot votes were being 
counted, Erstad confirmed her intent to run 
for City Council with or without the DFL en-
dorsement. “There are too many issues facing 
our city to limit electoral debate within our 
Democratic Party,” she said in a statement re-
leased after the convention. “Ward 4 has some 
of the city’s most active and well-informed 
voters, people who believe in government and 
want to see it work for everyone. I’m commit-

ted to engaging those voters, capturing their 
best ideas and ensuring that Ward 4 has a ro-
bust and open process to elect our next City 
Council member.”

Stark resigned from the City Council in 
mid-February to become Mayor Melvin Cart-
er’s chief resilience officer. He was succeeded 
in the interim by his legislative aide, Saman-
tha Henningson, who will represent Ward 4 
until the special election is held in conjunc-
tion with the August 14 primary election.

Some DFL activists had objected to the par-
ty’s decision to hold the April 28 convention 
with the same delegates who took part in the 
Ward 4 DFL endorsing convention in 2017 
rather than allowing the candidates to caucus 

for a new convention of delegates. The Ward 
4 delegates in 2017 had overwhelmingly sup-
ported Carter’s candidacy for mayor. When 
Carter endorsed Nelson for City Council just 
prior to the April 28 convention, several ac-
tivists said it gave Nelson an unfair advantage. 

Ireland told the convention that she would 
abide by the endorsement and withdraw from 
the race. However, in a letter to Ward 4 vot-
ers posted on her Facebook page, she also said 
that Carter’s “decision to break with tradition 
and endorse a candidate (prior to the endors-
ing convention) is very disappointing,” espe-
cially given the use of the 2017 delegates.

In fact, at the Ward 4 convention on April 
28, Bill Harper, former chief of staff to U.S. 

Representative Betty McCollum (DFL-4th 
District), was nominated as a fourth candi-
date for City Council in protest prior to the 
balloting. The nomination opened the door 
for Harper to address the convention and 
exhort delegates to vote for no endorsement. 
“It’s the only fair and democratic way to give 
all Ward 4 voters an equal say in this election,” 
he said before withdrawing from the race.

Nelson, 32, and Erstad, 51, have similar 
priorities as City Council candidates. They 
are both calling for the provision of more af-
fordable housing, the reestablishment of trust 
between citizens and the St. Paul police and 
an increase in the minimum wage to $15 per 
hour. 

A resident of Merriam Park, Erstad serves 
as executive director of the Parks and Trails 
of St. Paul and Ramsey County. A graduate of 
South Dakota State University with a major in 
political science and a minor in economics, 
she is married and the mother of three grown 
children.

Nelson serves as the director of public safe-
ty and immigration outreach in the Minneap-
olis office of U.S. Representative Keith Ellison 
(DFL-5th District). Married with no children, 
she has a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and is a resident of St. Anthony Park.

Formal candidate filing for the Ward 4 spe-
cial election will run from May 22 through 
June 5. If additional candidates join the race, 
ranked-choice voting will be used to deter-
mine the winner. With statewide races for 
governor and two U.S. Senate seats on the Au-
gust 14 primary election ballot, the turnout is 
expected to be high.

Ward 4 DFL endorses Nelson in race for City Council seat

Shirley Erstad Mitra Jalali Nelson

Erstad remains in race in 
hopes of robust campaign

City proposes new rules governing historic districts, sites

By Jane McClure

A proposal to tighten St. Paul’s heritage preservation rules 
and bring its procedures in line with other city land-
use processes and fees will be the subject of a public 

hearing before the St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC) at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 24, in City Hall. The 13-mem-
ber HPC will review the public comments and consider fur-
ther changes before submitting a recommendation to the City 
Council for a final public hearing and vote later this year.

The proposed changes were developed over the past few 
years by HPC staff and the City Attorney’s Office. St. Paul his-
toric preservation specialist George Gause has been reviewing 
the changes with district councils and other civic groups. 

According to Gause, much has changed since the city’s his-
toric preservation ordinances were written more than 40 years 
ago. St. Paul now has nine heritage preservation districts and 
several dozen heritage preservation sites. The oldest district 
is the Historic Hill District, which was established in 1980. 
Others include the Irvine Park, Lowertown, Summit Avenue 
West, University-Raymond Commercial, and Jacob Schmidt 
Brewing Company districts. Exterior changes in these districts 
and at these sites require a review by the HPC or its staff and 
are governed by regulations meant to preserve the property’s 
historic character.

The proposed changes would make the heritage preserva-
tion processes consistent with those conducted by the city’s 
departments of Safety and Inspections and Planning and 
Economic Development. For example, the owner of a historic 
property would be required to notify the owners of property 
within 350 feet of any changes covered by the historic preser-
vation ordinances. That is the same notification distance used 
for zoning changes and variances and is up from the current 
150 feet.

Currently, HPC reviews do not require a fee beyond what 
is paid for a building permit unless a zoning change or vari-
ance is requested. Under the proposed changes, $70 would 
be charged for an HPC staff review and $500 for a full HPC 
review. The fees would help defray the city’s costs. “We’re actu-
ally one of the only cities that doesn’t charge a fee for (HPC) 
review,” Gause said. 

The fee for an appeal of an HPC decision to the City Coun-
cil would cost $400. That is less than the fees paid for appeals 
to the City Council for decisions made by the St. Paul Board of 
Zoning Appeals or Planning Commission.

The HPC reviews about 400 building permits a year, accord-
ing to Gause. Most are handled at the staff level, and about 8 
percent go to the full HPC. All are for exterior improvements. 
None involve interior work, such as a kitchen remodel, and 
that would continue to be the case under the changes.

However, the HPC would be able to establish new mini-
mum maintenance standards that the owners of historic prop-
erties would have to meet. The proposed ordinance states that 
properties designated as heritage preservation sites located in 
heritage preservation districts “shall be preserved against de-
cay and deterioration and kept free from structural defects by 
the owner or other person(s) who have legal custody and con-
trol of the property.”

The HPC would also have the authority to investigate any 
complaint alleging a violation of the city code’s heritage preser-
vation chapter or the conditions of any approval granted. The 
changes would also allow the HPC to be involved in citations 
for any violations discovered and to issue citations or stop-
work orders. 

Another proposed change would create interim protections 
against demolition or alteration for a potential historic proper-
ty or historic district while that property or district was being 

studied for historic designation. The interim protections are 
now a City Council process. The change would give the HPC 
the authority to impose the interim protections for 12 months 
from the date of an HPC decision to study a nominated prop-
erty or district or until the City Council makes a decision re-
garding the historic designation, whichever is sooner.

Another goal of the proposed changes is to shorten the pro-
cess for environmental assessment worksheets (EAWs). Cur-
rently, the EAW process falls under the review of the director 
of the Department of Planning and Economic Development. 
The changes would have the HPC handle the EAW review, 
which should shorten the process by 30 to 60 days, according 
to Gause.

About 1,800 St. Paul properties fall under the state law that 
requires an EAW before a city permit may be issued for the 
removal or total or partial demolition of a historic building. 
The EAW requirement, which the city only began enforcing 
in 2015, applies to properties that are listed on the state or na-
tional Registers of Historic Places. Many of those properties 
are in the Historic Hill District. 

The Summit Hill Association reviewed the proposed chang-
es in April. Its board members said they would welcome the 
shorter EAW review process, but some wondered whether the 
higher fees would create an economic hardship for some prop-
erty owners.

Plan would give more authority to 
Heritage Preservation Commission 
and raise fees for reviews, appeals

The Historic Hill District, outlined in brown above, is one of nine heritage preservation districts in the city of St. Paul.
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BOB REIDELL & MARTI ESTEY 
EXCITING NEW PARTNERSHIP. SAME OUTSTANDING SERVICE.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

 
bob@reidellestey.com    marti@reidellestey.com

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

   moc.yetselledier.www
  5580-696-156

WANTED!! – One level home w/main level master suite. Looking in 
Merriam Park, Mac-Groveland, Highland, Mendota Heights, Sunfish 
Lake, & West St. Paul. We’ve seen everything! Cash buyer up to $800k. 
                                                                   Call Bob Reidell 651-696-0855

1619 Scheffer Avenue – Coming Soon! Hansel & Gretel Tudor 
style! This story book 2 story is stunning! Architect designed kitchen, 
nooks & crannies hardwood floors, beautifully finished lower level, 
3 BR’s, 2 BA’s. A show stopper!!                                          Low $500’s

1127 Sherburne Ave – Coming Soon! Loads of potential in this 1.5 
story! Featuring 2 BR’s, 1 BA, & 1 car garage. Upper level & basement 
expansion possibilities. One block to light rail!                                    $189,900

4011 25th Avenue S – Mint South MPLS! All new everything & com-
pletely updated. Featuring fantastic woodwork, master suite, amazing 
yard, patio, & just blocks to the light rail.                                     $349,900

606 Cromwell Avenue – Terrific 2 story just steps to Desnoyer Park! 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage with fantastic woodwork & updated 
kitchen & baths. Expansive closest storage!                              $299,900

1559 Sargent Ave – Just Listed! Impeccable 4 bedroom 1.5 story! 
Featuring gleaming wood floors, porch, updated kitchen, finished 
lower level family room with fireplace & dbl garage!                  $315,000

By Kevin Driscoll

Superintendent Joe Gothard’s develop-
ment of a new strategic plan for the St. 
Paul Public Schools is on track and will 

be ready for implementation by the fall of 
2019, according to Toya Stewart Downey, the 
interim director of communications for the 
school district. “The School Board voted to 
accept the strategic plan’s framework at their 
April 24 meeting,” she said.

Of more immediate concern is the district’s 
projected $17.2 million deficit for the coming 
school year. According to district finance chief 
Marie Schrul, the preliminary general fund 
budget for the 2018-19 school year is $546.3 
million, an increase of $24.1 million from the 
current year. Almost half of that increase is 
the $11.6 million being set aside for long-term 
facilities maintenance, a new budget category 
established following the implementation of 
the district’s Facilities Master Plan, which de-
pends heavily on bonding for funding.

Other budgetary categories seeing spend-
ing increases are individual schools ($1.1 
million); school support services ($6 million 
for such things as special education, multi 
language learning, substitute teachers and 
transportation); districtwide support services 
($6.1 million for such things as utilities, cus-
todial services, employee benefits, insurance, 
and safety and security); and administration 
($42,505).

According to Schrul, those increases will be 
offset by cuts in the administrative budgets of 
the School Board, the Superintendent’s Office, 
the Academics Office, the chief of operations, 
business and financial affairs, family and 
community engagement, communications, 
human resources and technology infrastruc-
ture. Athletics administration, boys’ and girls’ 
athletics, American Indian studies, staff de-
velopment and counseling and guidance are 
also being considered for cuts.

As to the possibility of asking voters this 
fall to approve a new excess levy, “nothing 
has been decided yet,” said School Board 
vice chair Steve Marchese. “We’re having a 
feasibility study conducted and should have 
some results in late May. I’ll be waiting for a 
recommendation from the superintendent on 
whether we should pursue a referendum and, 
if so, for what purposes.”

The framework for the district’s new strate-
gic plan has five general focus areas: Positive 
School and District Culture, to create a sense 
of community and build trust and collabo-
ration in and outside school; Effective and 
Culturally Relevant Instruction, providing 
instruction in ways that are relevant to each 
student so they stay engaged and feel valued; 
Program Evaluation and Resource Alloca-
tion, to evaluate the effectiveness of programs 
and make informed adjustments and invest-
ments; College and Career Paths, to expose 
high school students to more college and 

career opportunities; and Family Access and 
Opportunity, to ensure equitable access for 
families to navigate the school system and the 
programs it offers.

The strategic plan is intended to raise the 
achievement of all students in reading and 
math while decreasing the disparities in 
achievement among students of various eth-
nic groups and ensuring that all high school 
graduates are ready for college or a career.

Latasha Gandy, executive director of the 
Minnesota chapter of Students for Education 
Reform (SFER), credited the strategic plan for 
“making reading literacy a top priority across 
all grades. That’s a step in the right direc-
tion,” she said, “as long as they set measurable 
benchmarks for accountability as the plan is 
further developed.”

SFER submitted a petition signed by 800 of 
its members to the School Board on April 24 
demanding that “the St. Paul Public Schools 
make closing the literacy gap across all racial 
lines a top priority in their next strategic plan,” 
according to Kenneth Eban, director of orga-
nizing for SFER-MN.

“In 2017, 72 percent of white students in 
the St. Paul Public Schools were reading at or 
above grade level,” Eban said, citing statistics 
from the Minnesota Department of Educa-
tion. “That number plummets to 24 percent 
for black students, 30 percent for Latinos, 30 
percent for Asian students and 26 percent for 
American Indian students.” 

Gandy, who graduated from Washington 
Technology Magnet School in 2002, said “all 
of my high school teachers told me I had 
reached my goals and that I should do well 
in college. Then I went to Inver Hills Com-
munity College and learned that I had to take 
remedial reading courses. That’s when I re-
alized I didn’t get what I needed during my 
K-12 years. The first paper I handed in for my 
remedial writing class was all marked in red, 
every single line. I told my professor that I had 
always gotten good grades in high school. He 
said, ‘You need the basics—structure, gram-
mar.’”

Now in her second year of law school, 
Gandy said, “A lot of kids might not get the 
same kind of help I got, and they’ll either drop 
out of college or never go. This is happening 
across the country. All school districts need 
to be making students of color their number-
one priority in terms of equity in literacy.”

Another SFER member, Sarah Doll, said 
she “got all the breaks and support in my 
youth because I’m white. I have one very close 
black friend who has had a series of mental 
problems. This person started to fall further 
and further behind because of a lack of sup-
port in school.” 

Doll attributed the difference to institu-
tional or cultural racism. “It’s not exactly in-
tentional,” she said. “It’s subconscious. It’s just 
how some teachers were taught in their youth, 
and then they bring it into their classrooms.”

Superintendent’s strategic plan for 
St. Paul Schools is coming into focus

By Jane McClure

An ambitious plan to redevelop a for-
mer meat packing plant into a 64-unit 
apartment complex has been shelved. 

Superior LLC  withdrew its plan for 2103 Wa-
bash Ave. just before the St. Paul City Council 
was to hear an appeal of Superior’s condition-
al use permit for the project. 

Developers Clint Blaiser and Rich Pak-
onen of Pak Properties/HGB have not de-
cided what their next step will be, according 
to spokesman Mike Zipko. Any rezoning or 
variance requests would have to go through a 
new city review and approval process.

The St. Paul Planning Commission had  
approved a conditional use permit for the 
property, but it was appealed by American 
Engineering Testing (AET). AET recently 

purchased the former Rihm Kenworth truck-
ing facility at the southwest corner of Cleve-
land and University avenues and is planning 
to move its drilling and other services there. 

The appeal stated that Superior LLC’s proj-
ect would put apartments too close to AET’s 
new facility. AET raised concerns about hav-
ing its operations fall under residential noise 
limits. Off-street parking and pedestrian safe-
ty were other concerns raised.

Minnesota Commercial Railway, 508 N. 
Cleveland Ave., also opposed the permit. The 
company operates a short line railway in the 
Twin Cities, including tracks adjacent to the 
Wabash site.

The long-vacant meat packing plant is 
zoned for industrial use. In recent years, its 
first floor has housed pet boarding, guitar re-
pair and industrial tire sales.

Wabash Ave. apartments plan dropped

free
fix-it 
clinics

reuse

Fix-It Clinics have a three 
item limit and are first come, 
first served. Items must be 

carry-in — no oversized 
items. Please bring any tools 
that might be helpful to fix 

your item.

Visit RamseyRecycles.com 
for details and a list of 
upcoming events.

Questions? Contact: 
FixItClinics@RamseyCounty.us or
651-266-1199

Saturday, 
May 19

1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Highland Park Community Center

1978 Ford Pkwy.
Saint Paul, MN 55116
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Viewpoint

Good to have church nearby
Thank you for the spotlight on Central Baptist Church’s 

125 years (Villager, April 25). As a neighbor of Central 
Baptist, I can attest to the positives of having the church in 
our community. When I am out talking with my neighbors, I 
often hear about the wonderful programs that my neighbors 
enjoy through the church. I see many of the attendees 
of some of their evening programs talking and enjoying 
themselves as they leave the church. In both cases, it seems 
like connections, friendships and support have all been found 
through the church’s outreach. Central Baptist and Bethlehem 
Lutheran across the street exemplify what outreach in an 
urban community can accomplish. I hope they will continue 
to serve the neighborhood for many decades.

Monica Millsap Rasmussen
Merriam Park

Leery of Pelham bike lane 
After six months of cars plowing down many of the posts 

that separate the bike lanes from the traffic lanes on Pelham 
Boulevard, I hope the city of St. Paul will finally reconsider 
this unsafe bike lane design. The bike lane on Pelham over 
I-94 has no posts remaining less than six months after their 
installation.

I find no precedent in city or state transportation 
association standards for this design of contraflow between 
bikes and motor vehicle traffic on two-way roads, only 
on one-way roads with hardened barriers to separate 
the bike lanes from traffic. I’m very concerned that this 
unconventional design will lead to traffic accidents with a 
cyclist injury or worse.

Just this week while driving in my car down the hill on 
Pelham next to the golf course, I saw two cyclists—one going 
up, the other going down in the bike lanes—and a third 
cyclist going down on the right-hand side of the car in the 
traffic lane, which is totally legal. The convergence of three 
lanes of bikes with two lanes of cars, plus the lane-separation 
posts (missing or not), was a scary situation.

As an avid cyclist, I call the downhill bike lane “the suicide 

lane,” especially as the posts are no real protection from cars, 
and a bicyclist, going downhill fast, meets the uphill bicyclists 
head-on. At night, bikes with very bright lights in the bike 
lane approaching cars on their right side is an additional 
confusing situation. I’ve witnessed cars driving up the bike 
lane on the wrong side of the posts and then cutting over 
to the traffic lane by knocking down posts or waiting for an 
opening from previous post knockdowns.

This unconventional and unsafe design needs to be 
corrected—urgently.

Terry Brueck
Merriam Park

Sibley High is performing well
By cherry-picking Minnesota Report Card statistics for 

Henry Sibley High School, two letters in the April 25 Villager 
Inbox failed to make the case that School District 197 is in 
academic decline. The Minnesota Report Card also lists these 
data points, which the authors conveniently ignored:

• Henry Sibley’s graduation rate has exceeded the state 
average each of the last five years.

• The Latino graduation rate is 81 percent, 15 percent 
higher than the state average.

• Henry Sibley consistently outperforms comparable school 
districts in both science and reading.

The Minnesota Report Card only tells part of the story. 
Anyone close to the district would have to be distracted or 
misguided not to recognize the great things happening in our 
schools. A few examples, again from Henry Sibley:

• Henry Sibley is ranked 30th out of 769 Minnesota schools 
by U.S. News and World Report, in the top 4 percent.

• The Henry Sibley Marching Band was selected to 
represent the state of Minnesota in the 2018 Independence 
Day Parade in Washington, D.C.

• Ninety-eight Henry Sibley students earned AP Scholars 
Awards in 2017.

Twenty-six metro school districts are facing tough 
decisions as a result of budget shortfalls. Not School District 
197. In fact, District 197 just received another Finance Award 
from the Minnesota Department of Education. The school 

district continues to be a great steward of taxpayer dollars.
Please don’t be distracted or misguided by others who 

haven’t taken the time to understand what’s really happening 
in, and is needed for, our schools. I voted “yes.”

Pamela Siege Chandler
Mendota Heights

A vision of sustainability
The letter, “Where would you rather live?” (Villager Inbox, 

April 11), starts off by saying, “Looking for a 21st-century 
development in which to settle?” It should have begun with 
“Looking for a 20th-century development in which to settle?” 
This would have been a more accurate description of what 
is basically another outer-ring suburban development. Rice 
Creek Commons, being built on the old Twin Cities Army 
Ammunition Plant in Arden Hills, is a fiction and an artifact, 
the same old commuter song adding more and more vehicles 
on journeys to work, shop and play in the Twin Cities, 
clogging our highways and streets. 

Didn’t we learn enough in the last century’s postwar boom 
era (or error)? These purported ex-urban oases are mirages 
and are not sustainable. The author’s dismissal of the Ford 
Plant redevelopment as a “cacophony of traffic and tall 
buildings” is the antithesis of the other project’s design and 
purpose, which is to create on reclaimed urban land a more 
vibrant, livable, walkable and sustainable neighborhood in 
our city. 

Tom Reasoner
West End

Speak up for DACA
Did you know that more than 690,000 DACA recipients 

are faced with the possibility of deportation from the United 
States? The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, 
which protects from deportation immigrants who came to 
the U.S. as children, was established in 2012 by President 
Barack Obama, and has been waiting for renewal by 
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By Gregory Nayman

Our neighborhoods are what make St. Paul great. The pres-
ervation of our neighborhoods has set us apart from other 
cities. In the April 25 edition of the Villager, the headline 

“Merriam Park development moratorium nixed; survey of historic 
homes will proceed without protection” pretty much describes the 
direction the city now seems to be going. Knock the houses down, 
destroy the neighborhood, we need affordable housing.

I’m curious how you can guarantee affordable housing when 
the profit motive is at work? The developer is in the game for the 
developer, not the tenants. I find it interesting that interim Ward 
4 City Council member Samantha Henningson prefers to “put 
people before buildings” while eliminating a moratorium for 
the protection of a historic neighborhood in favor of developing 
bigger buildings. 

We destroyed many of the most beautiful buildings in the 
Twin Cities through the years in the name of progress and 
urban renewal, wiping out the Rondo neighborhood and cutting 
Merriam Park in two with a freeway that should have been routed 
to the north along a strip of industrial land. We know that now. 
How is it that we are unable to learn our lesson? 

Another article in the April 25 Villager tells us that Sustain Ward 
3 now has six more members on the Highland District Council 
dedicated to high-density development in our neighborhood. Just 
the name “Sustain Ward 3” is grating and implies that somehow 
those of us who have lived in this community for decades need 
outside help and that the addition of 8,000 new residents on the 
Ford site will create a better Highland Park.

Has anybody seen the “Lost Twin Cities” series on Twin Cities 
Public Television? Now we can add St. Paul neighborhoods to that 
show.

Gregory Nayman is a resident of Highland Park.

St. Paul’s neighborhoods are losing their distinct character 

Inbox
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Congress and the White House since 2017. 
I am a 7th-grader at Highland Catholic School. I am learning about 

Catholic social justice teachings, and I chose to research the DACA 
program. I feel strongly about DACA and believe that there is no 
greater injustice than taking away someone’s freedom, family and 
home. 

How would you feel if, after practically living your whole life in 
America, someone came along and forced you to leave? Hundreds 
of thousands of people in our country are faced with that horrid 
possibility, and we must do something about it. We must raise 
awareness about this terrible problem. We must support DACA 
recipients and the DACA program by calling on the administration to 
protect families and honor the dignity of these young people. Speak 
up for the DACA program and help support our neighbors. 

A.J. Dale
Highland Park 

Honor veterans, pass gun law
On Memorial Day we will remember those who died while 

serving our country, but will we include the men and women who 
died by their own hands due to posttraumatic stress disorder and 
other mental illnesses? The honor and support we extend to military 
families on May 28 must include the families of all soldiers lost, 
including those lost to suicide. The lingering stigma of suicide only 
adds to a family’s grief.

Veterans commit suicide at a rate of at least 20 percent higher than 
civilians. Many have legal access to guns, and all have been trained 
to use them. A “red flags” law, one by which family members may 
request a temporary restriction on firearms, could save a distressed or 
unstable relative. Unfortunately, the Minnesota House’s Public Safety 
Committee tabled such a measure, and now the bill languishes in the 
Legislature awaiting action from our elected officials. 

It is time for some common-sense gun laws. It is time that we 
embrace the survivors of gun violence without prejudice. Let us 
honor all of those who defended our rights, including the Second 
Amendment. Let us honor them on Memorial Day, Wear Orange 
Day on June 2, and on November 6 when we vote.

 
Gretchen Damon

Macalester-Groveland

For affordable health insurance
I’m a 7th-grader at Highland Catholic School. Currently 

we are working on a social justice project. For my project, I’ve 
chosen affordable health insurance, specifically in Minnesota. I 
chose this because I have an autoimmune disease called juvenile 
dermatomyositis. I’ve been in remission for almost four years. Even 
so, when I require medical treatment and hospitalization, the bills 
are expensive. I couldn’t imagine having to go through that without 
health insurance. To make sure that never happens to anyone, I’ve 
chosen to raise awareness of affordable health insurance and make a 
difference. 

There are multiple ways you can support and raise awareness of 
affordable health insurance in Minnesota. For instance, you could 
support the Minnesota Health Plan (SF 2060). This plan would allow 
people to continue their insurance plan if they lose their job or switch 
to a new employer. This plan is not cheap, but it’s remarkably less 

than what we pay now. Another option, if you wanted to push for 
affordable health insurance nationally, would be the Medicare for All 
Act (S. 1804). This plan ensures that all American citizens have the 
right to health insurance. A third option is to educate lower-income 
citizens to apply for a subsidy that can greatly reduce the cost of 
health insurance. The subsidy can cover up to three-fourths of the 
cost of health insurance. There has to be a better formula than what 
we have now.

My hope is that more people will one day be able to have affordable 
health insurance, regardless of their state of health and economic 
situation. The more I know, the less I understand why the nation 
hasn’t already fixed this problem. 

Ava Junker 
Highland Park

What’s good for New Delhi
At the Highland District Council board election on April 18, 

I asked the two candidates in Grid 8 a question about the traffic 
problem in Highland, specifically the intersection of Cleveland 
Avenue and Ford Parkway, and the difficulty of getting from 
the Lunds and Byerlys parking lot to drive south on Cleveland. 
Navigating the right turn from Ford Parkway to Cleveland usually 
takes three stoplight cycles between 4 and 6 p.m. 

My new grid rep, Tyler Teggatz, who won on a coin toss, told those 
of us who were there that “there is no traffic problem in Highland,” 
and that people in other places in the world have a lot more traffic 
than we do. I am sorry that there was not one more person in 
attendance for that grid election who sees things as they are and is not 
interested in comparing an intersection in Highland to some faraway 
place. I hope this type of comparison from Mr. Teggatz does not 
become a habit, or will we be comparing St. Paul to New Delhi when 
discussing the need for high-density housing?

Georgia Dietz
Highland Park

A dietitian’s lament
I’m a longtime patron of St. Paul Corner Drug, one of the few 

remaining independent pharmacies, because, as at “Cheers,” it’s 
a place where everybody knows my name. At Corner Drug, I get 
service from pharmacists who are acquainted with me as a person, 
not as an anonymous RX number. And the coffee at the soda fountain 
is still a nickel, as it has been since the drug store first opened in 1922. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to chat with one of the pharmacists 
on break, who told me that with the oldest baby boomers now seven 
years past retirement age, the wonder is who will take care of all the 
elders, because the pharmacists are now filling multiple prescriptions 
for people in their 30s and 40s that used to be considered old-people 
meds. As someone who was a registered dietitian for 40 years, I was 
appalled. How could this be? 

When I served as head dietitian at a Public Health Service 
American Indian hospital in a tiny town in Oklahoma years ago, I 
saw outrageous numbers of cases of Type II diabetes, gall bladder 
disease and other ailments that were related to extreme poverty, lack 
of education and indigenous people trying to imitate some of the 
white man’s disastrous food selections. It wasn’t uncommon for the 
young mothers to bottle-feed rather than breastfeed their babies, 
as that was what white women did, after which the babies would 
sometimes be weaned from canned formula to soda pop in a bottle.
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LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$1,700 AND   120 MONTH
     In Rebates*         

Low Rate Financing**      

SAVEUP
TO

Schedule a FREE in 
home estimate today!

*On qualifying Lennox equipment purchased between March 12th and June 15th, 2018. See dealer for details.
**To qualified buyer on qualifying Lennox purchase. 120 month financing at 9.99% APR.

$30 OFF
Don’t wait, call

to schedule your
21-point AC

tune-up today
651-646-7381

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

651-646-7381

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2 00 5  –  2 017

www.snellingcompany.com
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I read a recent news clip that the U.S. Army has had to 
increase the length of basic training by two weeks because the 
recruits are so unfit. Wake up, Americans! Leave the car in 
the garage, disconnect from the electronics, quit with all the 
junk food, and move! Your life just might be in peril.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

GOP muzzles gun measures
I do not understand why the Republican-controlled 

Legislature will not hold a discussion and vote on life-saving 
gun safety bills, especially the one on expanded criminal 
background checks, that 90 percent of Minnesotans support. 
Last Thursday, in the state Senate, they blocked them by 
procedural means, without discussion. 

Thanks go to the more than 100 members of gun violence 
prevention groups, including Protect Minnesota and Moms 
Demand Action for Gun Sense, for showing up on short 
notice to support Representative Maye Quade’s 24-hour 
sit-in and statement on sensible gun reform. We will not go 
away, and we will work hard to vote in legislators this fall who 
support sensible gun violence safety measures.

Gary Thompson
Highland Park

Honor wounded veterans
An act of misconduct can impact the life of a civilian for 

a few years, but it can radically change a soldier’s future. 
Veterans with other-than-honorable discharges, whose 
misconduct was a result of a mental condition developed 
during their service, should be allowed the same access to 
medical care as veterans with honorable discharges.

According to a report by the Government Accountability 
Office, 62 percent of service members who had a change in 
active or reserve status because of misconduct between 2011 
and 2015 had been previously diagnosed with posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), a traumatic brain injury (TBI) or 
another condition. Twenty-three percent of those separated 
for misconduct received an other-than-honorable discharge. 

According to the National Institute of Health, conditions 
like PTSD and TBI can impact behavior and may be partially 
responsible for the acts of misconduct that resulted in 
other-than-honorable discharges. These veterans fought for 
their country and thought that their country would help 
them recover, but their country turned its back because of a 
wrongful action the veteran may not have had control over.

In order to receive benefits from the U.S. Department of 
Veteran Affairs, a veteran needs an honorable or an under-
honorable-conditions discharge. The benefits lost by those 
who receive an other-than-honorable discharges include 

pensions, insurance programs and access to VA medical 
facilities. Veterans with a mental state already made fragile 
by war are thrown further into chaos when they receive no 
benefits. This injustice necessitates change.

Ruth Olson, Senior
Cretin-Derham Hall

Revitalizing our democracy
I recently came across a video of Jack Nelson Pallmeyer 

speaking at Westminster Church 10 years ago. He said that 
to build a social movement that will rescue the nation and 
save the earth we must address climate change, redefine 
national security funding and change the direction of U.S. 
foreign policy, and focus domestic and foreign policy to meet 
essential needs and enhance quality of life while respecting 
the well-being of future generations and the earth. To meet 
these challenges, Pallmeyer said, we must build a social 
movement with sufficient power to revitalize our democracy 
that at present is compromised by financial interests and 
corporate power. His words ring even truer today. We need 
peaceful solutions. There are no military solutions to the 
problems we face. 

Mike McDonald
Highland Park

Crosswalk law is clearly stated
The faults Stephen Miller ascribes to the state crosswalk law 

(Villager Inbox, April 25) are not in the law but in ourselves. 
Too many of us don’t know what the law says.

Pedestrians are prohibited from suddenly walking or 
running in front of a motorist who is too close to yield. The 
law recognizes that traffic can’t stop instantly. It goes on to 
say that a motorist may not pass a car that is stopped for 
a pedestrian in a crosswalk. If there is a pedestrian in the 
crossing, that motorist must wait for the pedestrian to be 
clear of his lane and for the stopped car to continue. He must 
see the crosswalk empty before passing a car stopped at a 
crosswalk.

Government put the law in the driver’s manual so that 
every driver should know it. They put it in the state law books 
available at libraries. They put it online (search for “MN 
crosswalk law”).

John Kaplan
Highland Park

Food stamps are being abused
Anyone who shopped for groceries in St. Paul’s Midway 

area or Minneapolis’ Lake Street area in the 1980s and ’90s 
knows that you could buy food stamps at 50 percent of face 
value or less most days of the month. At the beginning or 
middle of the month, you would often be approached in the 
parking lot or at the store entrance with offers. It was also 

common knowledge which small shops would allow food 
stamps at less than face value for tobacco and alcohol.

With the introduction of the electronic benefit transfer 
(EBT) system, the process has evolved where the EBT 
recipients do the shopping and their clients (in some cases 
small retailers) pay them in cash. Shop owners juggle 
inventory records to mask the purchases.

On a grander scale, but equally well-known and widely 
practiced, is the trust fund switch. When the father in a 
family with a sizable net worth dies before his wife, the heirs 
form a trust and transfer the titles of the assets to this entity. 
Then their mother, with no apparent income and no actual 
major expenses, can legally claim eligibility for the EBT 
program and any and all other benefits created for the less 
fortunate.

We have inadvertently created a government-sponsored, 
cryptocurrency that makes bitcoins look like chump change.

Tom Dunne
Downtown St. Paul

Help educate the children
I’m a student at Highland Catholic School. We’re learning 

about social justice and how as students we can help others 
resolve any problems they have. We’ve been asked to do an 
act of justice. The act of justice I chose to take is donating 
money to UNICEF. In our world there are 264 million people 
who don’t go to school. When you donate to UNICEF, they 
take the money and use it to send children to school.

I know people in St. Paul realize that education is 
important. I encourage you to donate and help children all 
over the world. 

Ella Schuler, 7th Grade
Highland Catholic School

Korean peace and the president
I’m deeply troubled by the chorus of support for Donald 

Trump as a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize. I’m putting 
my faith in the Nobel committee and believing that they 
would never make such an awful, disgusting and brainless 
mistake. Mr. Trump’s effort at “denuclearizing” the Korean 
peninsula needs to be recognized, but not overly recognized. 

If the North and South agree to the plan, as Trump wants 
us to believe, we must realize that he has had little or nothing 
to do with this worthy action. At most, he implemented 
sanctions after being nudged, nudged and nudged again. The 
greatest amount of praise goes to the two countries’ leaders. 
They are the ones taking the political risk of giving up their 
status as a holder of these awful war tools. Nobel would be 
taking the next greatest risk by forfeiting 98 percent of its 
credibility by awarding this otherwise honorable prize to Mr. 
Trump. 

Patrick F. Quinn 
Macalester-Groveland
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Over 42,000 Villager Readers Will Spend
Money on Education This Year

So you might call an ad in our Education Section “Smart Marketing 101”

{Education
  isn’t something
  you can finish }

Of the more than 104,000 pairs of eyes that will be reading your ad, 39% plan to purchase education 
classes in the next 12 months. And that’s not  just an educated guess.* Education is highly valued in 
our neighborhoods. There’s a college, high school, elementary school or other learning center virtually 
everywhere you look. And when the Villager publishes its Spotlight on Education section August 1 & 15, our 
readers will be perusing them with above-average interest. *2017 audit conducted by the 

Circulation Verification Council

UPCOMING EDUCATION SECTIONS:
August 1 & 15 
Reserve by: July 26 

To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462
or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, 
Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, 
Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit Hill, West 
End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods 
of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, 
Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Velvet Elvis Design
WHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KINGWHERE GRAPHIC DESIGN IS KING
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MJ PROPERTIES OF
SAINT PAUL, LLLP651-690-4961 For more information, contact MJ Properties of Saint Paul, LLLP

www.1440apartments.com651-690-4961

Choose 1440 Randolph for a Healthy, Affordable Lifestyle!
�e Best Kept Secret in Highland Park!Reasonably priced, spacious 1 & 2 BR Apartments* 

for Independent Seniors 55 and Better.  Come see 
our stylish and modern kitchens!  On a bus line, 
within blocks of supermarket, Walgreens 
Pharmacy, local co�ee shops, Cretin Baseball 
games and just a little further Highland National 
Golf Course and the Grand Avenue Shops!

 • ELEVATOR
 • Underground heated/outside garages*
 • On-site Management
 • State-of-the-art Monitored Fire & CO System

Located adjacent to Holy Spirit Catholic Church and School, in the lovely 
Highland Park area, this building provides a quiet, simple, yet elegant 
living atmosphere for independent seniors of 55 and Better who wish to 
"Stay in the Neighborhood."
Guests are greeted by classical music just inside the entry of the building's 
upscale, smartly appointed and warmly �nished Lobby.  Summer months 
on our quaint patio o�er the calming sounds of a graceful fountain 
beside an inviting cafe table and umbrella in addition to a bench upon 
which to rest and enjoy the sunset at the close of each day. 

*When available.

STAY IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!
STAY IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

Open
House

Saturdays in
April & May
10 am to 1 pm!
Weekdays 10 am to 3 pm

By Bill Wagner

The Metropolitan Council 
is planning to improve the 
existing sanitary sewer tun-

nel that runs along the north side 
of East Minnehaha Parkway near 
Minnehaha Park in Minneapolis. 
The $31 million project is scheduled 
to begin next year and take until 
2022 to complete. 

The aging tunnel, which was built 
in 1935, goes under Minnehaha 
Creek, Hiawatha Avenue and the 
light-rail Blue Line. Metropolitan 
Council Environmental Services 
(MCES) is proposing to clear sedi-
ment from 1,000 feet of the tunnel, 
install a new liner in 3-foot lengths 
within the existing pipe, rework 
some manholes and upgrade other 
components.

Representatives of MCES held an 
informational meeting on the proj-
ect on April 24 at St. Peder’s Church 
in Minneapolis. A public hearing is 
scheduled from 6:30-8 p.m. Tues-
day, May 22, at the Hiawatha School 
Recreation Center, 4305 E. 42nd St. 

Originally, MCES had planned 
to replace the tunnel. However, af-
ter performing additional studies of 
groundwater flow in the area, it de-
cided to amend its plans from new 
construction to rehabilitation. The 
change was made in order to not 
disturb groundwater at Coldwater 
Spring, a historic site 1.5 miles to 
the south that is considered sacred 
by Native Americans. 

Tim O’Donnell, citizen liaison for 
the MCES, said the project can be 

done “without any deep excavation” 
to disturb the limestone formation 
that sends water to the spring.

The plan calls for two or three 
ventilation shafts to be drilled into 
the tunnel to provide fresh air for 
crews who will be working 80 feet 
below ground. MCES officials said 
the shafts can be drilled without 
affecting the groundwater flow to 
Coldwater.

Consultant Doug Hendricksen 
added that the National Park Ser-

vice will monitor water flowing into 
the spring daily once the project be-
gins. “If there’s any impact from our 
project, we’ll be able to monitor it 
quickly,” he said.

A temporary conveyance system 
will be installed during construc-
tion to redirect wastewater around 
the site. Officials said there could 
be noise, odor releases, increased 
traffic congestion, traffic delays and 
interrupted use of Minnehaha Park 
during the work. 

Most of those attending last 
month’s meeting mainly asked 
questions about the project, though 
some expressed concerns. One per-
son asked why the project was going 
to take so long. O’Donnell said time 
is needed to carefully lay out and in-
stall the 3-foot sections of pipes.

Harold Weiss, who lives close to 
Minnehaha Creek, raised concerns 
about odor that might be released 
during construction. However, 
O’Donnell said high levels of odor 

are not anticipated.
Weiss also voiced concern about 

the presence of the “ugly” system 
needed to convey wastewater from 
the site. O’Donnell said that system 
is another reason why the project 
will be take so long. He also noted 
that area residents will gain the 
“peace of mind” of knowing that, 
upon completion, the section of 
sewer will perform properly for an-
other 50-80 years.

Susu Jeffrey, co-founder of 
Friends of Coldwater, said that she 
did not endorse the first MCES plan 
to rebuild the tunnel and does not 
approve of the current one either. 
The problem, she said, is that there 
is still uncertainty about the manner 
in which Coldwater Spring is fed. 
She also has problems with the 80-
foot air shafts that will be dug. 

“Isn’t there another way to go 
down 80 feet?” she asked. “They 
need to delineate the watershed. 
You want to build your project 
around not hurting the (Coldwater) 
site.”

State archaeologist Amanda 
Gronhovd, who publicly agreed 
with Jeffrey on the previous MCES 
plan, said she still did not know all 
she needed to about the rehab work. 
Gronhovd said she was also worried 
that the proposed air shafts might 
disrupt the water and wanted to  
review the plans.

The formal comment period on 
the project will run through June 1. 
For information, call 612-405-5266 
or visit metrocouncil.org/sewercon-
struction/minnehaha.

The project area map for improvements to the regional sanitary sewer tunnel near Minnehaha Park. Con-
struction is expected to take from 2019-2022 at a cost of $31 million. A hearing on the project will be held 
from 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, May 22, at Hiawatha School Recreation Center, 4305 E. 42nd St., Minneapolis.

Met Council plans upgrade of aging sewer near Minnehaha 
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Projects
Over-
whelmed?

Meet with our award-winning interior design consultants to coordinate a 
beautiful transformation of carpet, paint and window treatments!

We can even provide a list of professional painters in 
your area for competitive bids to make your home ready for spring!

Where to
start?

Paint Like No Other®

Others pale by comparison. Aura’s high quality color
and super smooth finish is simply unrivaled.

Rich Color That
Stays True Over Time

FREE
“Top-Down, Bottom-Up”

Lifting System
with any applicable Hunter Douglas purchase

now through May 31, 2018

Stop by or call.
We’re here to help!We’re here to help!

Take advantage of this exclusive offer: Visit abbottpaint.com to receive $10 off
your purchase of Benjamin Moore® Aura® paint. Hurry, this offer ends 05/31/2018.

$10 OFF
BENJAMIN MOORE® AURA®

PREMIUM PAINT

Coupon valid for $10.00 off retailer’s suggested retail price per gallon of up to 5 gallons of Aura®. Redeemable only at participating retailers.
Must present this original coupon to redeem – no copies will be allowed. Limit one per customer. Products may vary from store to store. Subject to availability.
Retailer reserves the right to cancel this offer at any time without notice. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Coupon expires 05/31/2018.
©2017 Benjamin Moore & Co. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

Must present flyer at time of purchase.

Flooring Sale!

Installed Qualifying Carpets

Big Savings on

Luxury Vinyl Plank Tile
15% OFF Installed

Now through May 31, 2018.

Paint Sale!
Buy One Paint Sample,

Get One FREE!
Coupon good through May 31, 2018 at all stores.

(Equal or less value.)

Benjamin Moore® Aura®

Premium Paint

Benjamin Moore offer good through May 31, 2018.

*Must mention or present ad to redeem offers. All offers expire 5/31/18 and cannot be used with other offers.

10%-15%- 20% oFF

$1000 oFF 
Big Savings on

Luxury Vinyl Plank Tile
15% OFF Installed

Now Through May 31, 2018

Meet with our award-winning interior design consultants to coordinate
a beautiful transformation of carpet, paint and window treatments!

We can even provide a list of professional painters in your area for
competitive bids to make your home ready for spring!

St. Paul
(651) 698-5518

White Bear Lake
(651) 429-3316

Stillwater
(651) 439-9695

www.abbottpaint.com

Three Convenient Locations to Serve You

Buy One Paint Sample,
Get One FREE!

Coupon good through May 31, 2018
at all stores. *Equal or less value.

Flooring Sale!
10%-15%-20% OFF

Installed Qualifying Carpets
Plus, FREE pad upgrade and interest-free financing available.

Carpet sale on now through May 31, 2018.

For 73 Years

Be
au

tify
ing Homes Like Yours

Must present flyer at time of purchase.

Must present flyer at time of purchase.

Must present flyer at time of purchase.

FREE
“Top-Down, Bottom-Up” Lifting System

with any applicable Hunter Douglas purchase 
now through May 31, 2018.

Plus, FREE Pad upgrade and Interest-free financing 
available. Carpet sale on now through May 31, 2018.

www.grahamplace.net

1745 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 55116

We offer spectacular  
apartment homes featuring  
expansive floor plans, gourmet 
kitchens, spacious closets,  
and full appliance packages.  
Our community offers the most 
convenient senior living in  
St. Paul, complete with an  
on-site convenience store,  
exercise facilities, barber shop 
and beauty salon, guest suite,  
and beautiful community room! 

Come visit us today to see what our residents are enjoying at 
Graham Place Senior Apartments!

Call to schedule a tour of our community at 651-699-8600 or email us.

Income restrictions apply

Graham Place Senior Apartments
55 & Over Senior Living 

riverleasing@mnstonebridge.com

By Jane McClure

Proposed rezoning that could lead to 
increased housing density on parts of 
Marshall Avenue while holding down 

building heights and housing density in other 
areas of that street is headed to the St. Paul 
Planning Commission for review. The plan, 
which drew on the work of Merriam Park 
residents, was recommended for approval on 
May 2 by the Planning Commission’s Com-
prehensive and Neighborhood Planning 
Committee. It will be released on May 18 in 
anticipation of a public hearing in June.

The properties that would be affected by the 
rezoning are on Marshall between the Missis-
sippi River and Hamline Avenue. It includes 
the area between Wilder and Wheeler streets 
that is now under a development moratorium 
so that the homes on that six-block stretch can 
be studied for potential historic designation.

“We’d like to see density where it makes 
the most sense,” said Merriam Park resident 
Scott Van Wert. He and other local residents 
have met for a month to discuss where more 
density could be added to take advantage of 
the buses that run on Marshall and where 
smaller homes could be protected from the 
construction of large new buildings. The push 
for the rezoning came after the approval of the 
construction of a five-story apartment build-
ing on the northeast corner of Marshall and 
Moore Street earlier this year.

The rezoning plan recommends allowing 
higher density development between the river 
and Cretin Avenue; at the corners of Cleve-
land, Wilder, Prior and Fairview avenues; and 
near the intersection of Marshall and Snelling. 
This includes the site of the former Richards 
Gordon School, which is now office space.

Another recommendation is to rezone 
Marshall between Snelling and Pascal Street 
to traditional neighborhoods, the zone for 
a mix of residential and business uses. That 
area is now a mix of industrial and business 
uses as well as a few homes. The plan also 

recommends rezoning the Concordia Uni-
versity properties on the southwest corner of 
Marshall and Hamline Avenue to traditional 
neighborhoods use.

The plan would not change the zoning for 
the street’s other institutional properties, in-
cluding St. Mark’s Catholic School, Thomp-
son Hall and the Merriam Park Library.

Some of the Marshall properties that are 
now being eyed for historic preservation cur-
rently allow buildings of up to three stories in 
height. Lower maximum heights there could 
make the properties less attractive to devel-
opers, the zoning plan states, while allowing 
some of the larger single-family homes to be 
converted to duplexes or triplexes. 

City planners Kady Dadlez and Allan  
Torstenson praised the Merriam Park neigh-
bors who took part in the zoning study for 
balancing the need for more housing  with 
the desire for historic preservation and the 
protection of single-family homes. “They 
provided a lot more rationale for spreading 
the density out,” Torstenson said. “The plan 
creates an interesting pattern for land use and 
provides opportunities for growth. It puts 
density where it may make the most sense.”

The neighbors had pushed for more chang-
es than the city would allow, such as rezoning 
the Town and Country Club property from 
lower-density residential use to higher-den-
sity traditional neighborhoods use. Van Wert 
said that with the declining popularity of golf, 
the city should start thinking about the golf 
course’s long-term future. A suggestion by 
neighbors to rezone the service stations at 
the southeast corner of Marshall and Cretin 
and the northeast corner of Cleveland and  
Marshall was also rejected by city staff.

All property owners in the Marshall  study 
area will be notified of the possible changes 
prior to the Planning Commission’s public 
hearing. The rezoning plan, if approved by 
the City Council, would not force a property’s 
use to change, but rather is intended to guide 
future redevelopment. 

By Jane McClure

Late snowmelt followed by spring show-
ers raised the Mississippi River to mi-
nor flood stage last week. The river had 

reached a high of 14.38 feet in St. Paul by 
April 30, causing the closure of Water Street 
and Lilydale Road, the trails through Lilydale 
to Highway 13, the Lilydale and Hidden Falls 
boat launches, and Hidden Falls Regional 
Park. 

Rising waters also forced the closure of the 
Lilydale Pool & Yacht Club and much of Fort 
Snelling State Park. Flood warnings for both 
the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers were ex-
pected to continue through at least May 3. 

Fourteen feet is considered to be minor 
flood stage in St. Paul, climbing to moderate 
at 15 feet and major at 17 feet. Harriet Island 
starts to go underwater at 17.5 feet, while 
Shepard and Warner roads become impass-
able at 18 feet. The last local major flood in St. 
Paul was in June 2014, when the Mississippi 
crested at 20.13 feet.

The Lilydale Pool & Yacht Club closed its 
doors on April 29 during the current flooding 
and was expected to remain shut until at least 
May 4. A Facebook post on April 28 stated, 
“Both roads to access the (club) will be im-
passable due to rising water beginning tonight 
at 10 p.m.” The post urged club members to 
“Pray for no rain.”

St. Paul Public Works announced that it was 
closing Water Street/Lilydale Road between 
Highway 13 and Plato Boulevard as of April 
26. “Closing Water Street is a preventive ac-
tion for anticipated flooding,” said city Public 
Works director Kathy Lantry. “We’ll continue 

to monitor the river and respond as needed.” 
Along with river flooding, Public Works 

has been dealing with a rock slide on the West 
Side bluffs on April 28 that closed Wabasha 
Street. The city and its consultants were de-
ciding their next steps, which could include 
blasting away some of the bluff.  

Portions of Lilydale Regional Park began to 
flood in late April. Clare Cloyd, spokesperson 
for the St. Paul Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, said city staff were closely watching 
the Mississippi River and the parks. 

“We’re waiting to see if events can go on 
(at Hidden Falls, Crosby and Harriet Island 
parks) or if they have to be moved or resched-
uled,” she said.

As of April 30, a portion of Raspberry  
Island was submerged. High water was also 
visible at Crosby and Hidden Falls parks and 
at the Upper and Lower Landings.

Since late April, flooding at Fort Snelling 
State Park has closed the majority of its trails, 
parking areas and roads near the two rivers. 

Pike Island and Picnic Island were closed 
to the public until further notice. The fish-
ing pier and the boat launch on Snelling Lake 
were not accessible, nor was the Visitor Cen-
ter. Geocaching was temporarily suspended 
due to flooding. Complicating matters was 
that the park office phone system was down.

“A lot of the involvement of our depart-
ment will come after the water recedes,” Cloyd 
said. “We anticipate substantial debris and silt 
cleanup will be required on parkland and 
trails. The flood waters could delay seasonal 
water turn-ons for fountains and restrooms 
in parks along the river, as if the long winter 
wasn’t challenge enough.”

Marshall rezoning plan would put 
density where ‘it makes most sense’

April snowfalls bring May flooding
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By Frank Jossi 

A 300-foot-long native garden 
is taking shape on a narrow 
slope behind the Temple of 

Aaron’s parking lot on Mississippi 
River Boulevard. Ramsey County 
master gardeners joined local resi-
dents in planting the River of Grass 
Garden last Sunday on a 10-foot 
strip of land that stretches south 
from Hartford Avenue. 

Leading the effort is temple 
member Mary Maguire Lerman, a 
former horticulturalist for the Min-
neapolis Parks and Recreation De-
partment for 32 years. On a rainy 
day last week, she detailed the po-
sitioning of plants and outlined the 
strategy of their placement. 

Native gardens require long-
term thinking, according to Ma-
guire Lerman. “The River of Grass 
Garden will really be established in 
three years, but we’ll be seeing good 
growth by the second year and even 
this summer,” she said.

The new garden was once part of 
an alley that ran between the temple 
and the backyards of the homes on 
Mount Curve Boulevard. The alley 
was abandoned years ago, and it be-
came a garden of sorts, though one 
that was marred by buckthorn and 
nonnative honeysuckle that sprang 
up from seeds dropped in the excre-
ment of birds. The invasive plants 
have been dug out and the land 
cleared for the addition of more 
than 2,000 plants. 

“We had volunteers working for 
the last two years getting rid of the 
undesirable plants, such as daylilies, 
non-natives and invasive shrubs,” 
Maguire Lerman said.

A major feature of the new pol-
linator-friendly garden will be the 
“river” of Blue Heaven Bluestems, a 
perennial grass that is being plant-
ed in homage to the blue waters of 
the nearby Mississippi River. Blue 
Heaven Bluestem was developed 

by University of Minnesota profes-
sor Mary Hockenberry Meyer and 
released in 2007. 

Nearly all the garden’s plants 
will be native to Minnesota, with a 
handful from Israel and other for-
eign countries. Sedges will line the 
parking lot side of the garden, ac-
cording to Maguire Lerman. At the 
Hartford Avenue end, she planted 
a Pagoda dogwood, and near the 
dogwood will be a series of grasses 
meant to represent Lake Itasca.

Grays sedges will be used as bor-
der plants next to the parking lot. 
“They stay green through the win-
ter,” said Maguire Lerman. Other 
plants include Blue Zinger, switch-
grass, Big Bluestem, Blackhawk and 
Red October. 

The River of Grass Garden sits 
near the nests of two bald eagles 
who over the past four years have 
succeeded in removing just about 
all of the rabbits that have nibbled 
on the Temple of Aaron’s other 
gardens. Maguire Lerman and her 
crew expect that the new garden 
will serve as a snack bar for bald 
eagles on the lookout for field mice 
and as a cafeteria for bees looking to 
pollinate among the native plants. 

After the seeds of the River of 
Grass Garden are planted, Maguire 
Lerman is planning an elaborate 
preparation of mulch to stem the 
growth of weeds. She has collected 
10 banker’s boxes of old newspapers 
that will be spread over the ground 
and held down by hundreds of 
toothpicks. Mulch from Kern Land-
scaping will then be applied. 

Temple of Aaron has two other 
gardens that Maguire Lerman has 
developed. One is a rain garden 
on the east side of the building just 
north of the entrance. The winner 
of a 2012 award from Blooming St. 
Paul, the garden is in an 18-inch de-
pression filled with Siberian irises, 
astilbe, Old Man’s Beard shrubs and 
puschkinia from the mountains 

of the Middle East, and it captures 
much of the rain water that runs off 
the temple’s roof. The second gar-
den is a work in progress. Maguire 
Lerman is replacing old evergreens 
with native plants and herbs that 
will be harvested for the Francis 
Basket Food Shelf in Highland Park. 

Many of the plants for the River 
of Grass Garden were donated by 
a nursery in Florida that is a client 
of Gary Portnoy, a Temple of Aaron 

member who has sold plant seeds 
professionally for four decades. The 
garden, Portnoy said, brings “an 
abandoned strip of ground to life,” 
and with the other refurbished gar-
dens around the temple, will beau-
tify the local landscape. 

The River of Grass Garden is 
among the larger projects Ramsey 
County master gardeners have 
helped with, according to Jamie 
Aussendorf, the administrator of 

that program. “We’re about helping 
pollinators, which is a state priority,” 
Aussendorf said. “Our master gar-
deners are doing presentations all 
over the county about native plant-
ing, and we’ll be doing one related 
to this project.”

“I want the River of Grass Garden 
to be a place where the public can 
learn,” said Maguire Lerman. “But 
we’re going to need a little more 
money for (interpretative) signage.”

Sean Barker and parents Sharon 
Jansa and Keith Barker (above) of 

Macalester-Groveland joined a 
host of volunteers (right) in plant-
ing the new River of Grass Garden 
behind the Temple of Aaron. Sean 

Barker, who attends the adjacent 
Sunny Hollow Montessori School, 

had his hands full at one point 
(below).  Photos by Chas Jensen

Growing trend
Temple designs garden that 
will appeal to birds and bees

People who are looking to give Mother 
Nature a helping hand this spring will 
find the following local plant sales, ex-

changes and tours in full bloom during the 
next few weeks:

Hmong elders will show how they keep 
their culture alive in Minnesota by planting 
seedlings in a pot and growing the ingredi-
ents for traditional meals to be harvested later 
this summer. The hands-on workshops will 
be held as follows: Grow Hmong Pho in a Pot, 
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 10, at the Mer-
riam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. (651-
642-0385), and 1:30-3 p.m. Saturday, May 
19, at the Riverview Library, 1 E. George St. 
(651-292-6626); Grow Hmong Pepper Sauce 
in a Pot, 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 30, at 
the Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale St. (651-266-
7400); and Grow Hmong Salad in a Pot, 6-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 17, at the Rice Street Li-
brary, 1011 Rice St. (651-558-2223), and from 
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 24, at the Hmong 
Elders Center, 1337 Rice St. (651-558-2223). 
The workshops are free, but reservations are 
recommended by calling the location. 

Friends School will hold its 29th annual 

plant sale on May 11-13 at the Minnesota 
State Fair Grandstand. The event will offer 
more than 2,450 varieties of annuals and pe-
rennials, climbing plants, water plants, herbs, 
trees, shrubs, wildflowers, vegetable plants 
and more. The sale will run from 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday. Parking and admission 
are free. Visit friendsschoolplantsale.com. 

The Mendota Heights Garden Club will 
host its annual plant sale from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 12, at 1422 Delaware Ave., West 
St. Paul. There will be perennials, natives and 
herbs, many from members’ gardens. Email 
Jan Lynch at jlynch921@yahoo.com.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council will hold a Garden Fest from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, May 12, at the Edgcumbe Rec-
reation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. The fest will 
feature the annual spring plant share, along 
with programs on do-it-yourself container 
gardening for children at 9:30 a.m. and for 
adults at 10:30 a.m. A Master Gardener and 
Master Water Steward will be on hand to of-
fer advice and answer questions about lawns 
and gardens. The plant share is meant to be an 

exchange. Those without plants to share may 
purchase them for a suggested $2 donation 
per item. For information, contact 651-695-
4000 or mgcc@macgrove.org.

The Dowling Community Garden, 3901 
46th Ave. S., Minneapolis, will hold its annual 
plant sale from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, May 
12. Heirloom and non-heirloom plants will 
be available and Dowling gardeners will be on 
hand to answer any questions about plants or 
practices. Call 612-467-9545.

Ramsey County Master Gardeners will 
hold their annual plant sale from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, May 19, at The Barn, 2020 
White Bear Ave., next to Aldrich Arena. 
There will be 15-minute presentations on pol-
linator- friendly plants from 7:30-11:30 am as 
well many varieties of annuals, perennials, 
native plants and grasses. Proceeds from the 
plant sale support University of Minnesota 
horticultural programs. Call 651-704-2053 or 
email auss0004@umn.edu.

The Garden Club of Ramsey County will 
hold its annual plant sale from 8-11 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 19, at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center, 320 St. Griggs St. Choose from over 

3,500 plants, many plucked from some of the 
best gardens in Ramsey County. Included are 
perennials, natives, herbs and many varieties 
of tomatoes. Visit ramseygardeners.org. 

The Longfellow Garden Club will hold a 
plant swap on Saturday, May 19, at Sanford 
Middle School, 3524 42nd Ave. S., Minne-
apolis. People can bring plants beginning at 
11 a.m. The swap starts at noon and typically 
lasts only 30 minutes.

The Temple of Aaron Sisterhood will hold 
a plant sale from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, May 
27, at the temple, 616 S. Mississippi River 
Blvd. The sale will feature annuals, perenni-
als, vegetables and herbs. Only plants that will 
not harm pollinators will be sold.

The West End Neighbors’ Garden Tour 
will be held for the 11th year from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday, June 9. Guides with maps of 
the 15 gardens on the tour and a history of the 
neighborhood will be available at the West 
Seventh/Fort Road Federation office, 974 W. 
Seventh St. Tourgoers also can shop at a plant 
sale, chat with Master Gardeners, and check 
out the St. Paul Park Bee Cart. Contact joe@
josfland.com or 651-297-9000.

Plant sales and swaps are leafing out across the Twin Cities
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 Mother’s Day
  Sunday,
   May 13th 

                

                

1738 Grand Ave. 651-698-6000
www.jflorist.com

 OPEN:
     THURSDAY, MAY 10                    8:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.
     FRIDAY, MAY 11                  8:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.
     SATURDAY, MAY 12            8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
     SUNDAY, MAY 13               8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Shop the
Largest
Floral Selection
in St. Paul

www.jflorist.com • 651-698-6000

1738 GRAND AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 55105

Saturday, May 19
(Highland Bank parking lot)

$15/Individual or $50/Family
(includes Yoga Flow warm up exercises to prepare 
for your ride, provided by Alchemy, water bottle, 

Tour backpack, food and beverage samples, 
bike safety check)

RESTAURANTS
7th Street Social • Alchemy/Passionflower • Brueggers

Dairy Queen • Famous Dave’s • Five Guys • Highland Café
Highland Grill • Jimmy John’s • LifeTime Café

Lunds & Byerlys • Menchie’s • Quixotic • Target
Tiffany Sports Lounge • Vina • Von Hanson’s Meat

SPONSORS
Alchemy • Erik’s Bike Shop • Haskell’s

PostNet • R.F. Moeller Jewelers • TeaSource • Villager

Sponsored by The Highland District Council & the Highland Business Association

Explore 
Highland Park and 
the area by bike 

and enjoy free food 
and drink from the 

neighborhood 
eateries!

       Guided Bike & Walking Tours
                                          20 mile Bike tour starts 9:45am

                                     10 mile Bike tour starts 10am
                                                Historic Walking tour starts 10:15am

Register at: HighlandDistrictCouncil.org
Online registration closes Thursday, May 17

Bike or Walk and Eat!

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, May 20
3–5pm, with program at 4pm

Join us to celebrate the new 
location of  our music school at 

1524 Summit Avenue!
Tour the new studios, recital hall, and 
office spaces. Learn about our classes, 

lessons, teachers and community.

www.thespcm.org | info@thespcm.org |  651.224.2205

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org 
651-695-4005

Tour de Highland—Online registra-
tion is open until noon Thursday, May 
17, for the fifth annual Tour de High-
land. Participants also can register at 
the check-in station at Highland Bank 
when the event takes place from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. Saturday, May 19. The tour in-
cludes bike rides of 10 or 20 miles and 
a chance to sample food from local 
eateries. A walking tour of Highland is 
also planned. Visit the website for de-
tails and to register. Volunteers interest-
ed in helping with one of the guided 
rides should contact Kathy Carruth at 
the HDC office.  

Garage Fest—Registration is now open 
for the 2018 Garage Fest scheduled from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 1-2. The $15 
registration fee covers the cost of sale promotion, 
a garage sale sign, and maps of all seller locations 
and sale items. Visit the HDC website for more informa-
tion and to register. 

Organized trash collection—St. Paul will be launch-
ing its citywide garbage collection program on October 1. All 
residential properties with one to four units will need to have 
garbage service with a designated hauler under the new city 
ordinance. Look for informational brochures to arrive next 
week. Property owners will need to choose a cart size and ser-
vice level by June 1. For information, visit stpaul.gov/garbage.

Upcoming meetings—Community Development Commit-
tee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 15; and Community Engagement 
Committee, 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 22. Both meetings will be 
held at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
For other meetings, see the calendar on the website.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Alley Garden Awards—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council will host a flag-making event for its Alley 
Garden Awards from 7-8:30 p.m. Monday, May 14, at the 
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. Nominations 
for the garden awards are not being accepted this year, since 
all alley gardens will be viewed during the June 21-28 judg-
ing period. Volunteers also are needed to help with judging. A 
training session will be held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 19, at 
Edgcumbe. For information on being a judge or making flags, 
email britta@macgrove.org.

Garden Fest—The community council will hold a Garden 
Fest from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 12, at the Edgcumbe 
Recreation Center. The fest will feature the council’s annual 
spring plant share, along with do-it-yourself container gar-
dening for children at 9:30 a.m. and for adults at 10:30 a.m. A 
Master Gardener and Master Water Steward will be on hand 
to answer questions. A $2 donation per item is requested from 
those without plants to share. Visit macgrove.org/gardenfest.

Macgrove Moves—A new season of MacGrove Moves has 
begun. To participate, people are being asked to leave their 
cars at home and walk, jog, bike or take public transit to their 
destinations at least 15 times between now and June 30. They 
may turn in up to three log sheets by the end of June (or a total 
of 45 trips) to be entered in a drawing to win prizes. Down-
load log sheets at macgrove.org/mgm or pick them up at the 
Edgcumbe or Groveland recreation centers.

Get involved—The community council has openings on its 
board for at-large faith, business and residential representa-
tives. It also has four standing committees that meet once a 
month. Those who attend three consecutive committee meet-
ings can become voting members. For more information, visit 
macgrove.org/who-we-are/board.

Upcoming meetings—Community Building Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 14; Environment Committee, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 17; Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 23, Groveland Recreation Center; and 
Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 28. The 
meetings will be held at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center  
unless otherwise noted.

Summit  Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Summit Hill district plan—The Summit Hill Association 
is working on a revision of its 10-year district plan even as  

the city of St. Paul is working on 
its 40-year comprehensive plan. Those 

attending the SHA’s monthly board meet-
ing on Thursday, June 14, can learn what the 

city is doing in its plan and how it will affect life 
in St. Paul for the foreseeable future. The meeting will 

be held at 7 p.m. at the Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St.  
Clair Ave.

A taste of Coco—The life of Coco Irvine will be celebrat-
ed at 7 p.m. Monday, May 21, at SPA’s Lower School, 1150  
Goodrich Ave. Attendees will see scenes from the History 
Theatre’s play Coco’s Diary and hear stories about Irvine’s life 
growing up in what is now the Governor’s Residence on Sum-
mit Avenue. On hand will be Anya Kremenetsky, artistic asso-
ciate with the theater, and Peg Meier, who discovered the 1927 
diary of the 13-year-old Coco Irvine and wrote the book on 
which the play is based. The evening will include a book-sign-
ing by Meier and Jazz Age refreshments. Tickets for the SHA 
fundraiser are $35. For reservations, visit the SHA website.

Linwood rain garden—With funding from the Capitol 
Region Watershed District, the SHA has enlisted the help of 
2nd-grade science students from Linwood Monroe School to 
overhaul the rain garden at the Linwood Recreation Center. 
Students started growing seedlings and on Wednesday, May 
23, they will walk to Linwood to plant them in the rain garden. 
They will also hear about the Adopt-A-Drain program and 
will join local artist Annie Hejny to create art pieces. Students, 
teachers and SHA members will work together and then enjoy 
a picnic lunch. 

Mark your calendar—The public is invited to visit the SHA 
booth at the 45th annual Grand Old Day on Sunday, June 3, 
where they can register to vote and purchase tickets for this 
fall’s Summit Hill House Tour.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Executive director sought—The Union Park District 
Council is seeking a new executive director to succeed Julie 
Reiter, who is leaving after four years at the post. The direc-
tor runs the nonprofit organization and manages its program-
ming. For more information, visit the UPDC website or check 
out the job posting at minnesotanonprofits.org.

Block party barricades—The season for block parties is 
finally here. For those who would like to organize a party on 
their street, the UPDC makes it a snap with easy and inex-
pensive barricade rentals. Barricades are available for a $40 
fee and a $80 refundable deposit. People can apply for a block 
party permit at stpaul.gov/departments/police/connect-with-
department/event-permits and can send a barricade rental 
request to alexa@unionparkdc.org.  

Community engagement coordinator—Alexa Golemo 
is the UPDC’s new community engagement coordinator. A 
graduate of Iowa State University, she comes to the council 
with strong experience coordinating large festivals for the 
Smithsonian. People can welcome her by visiting the UPDC’s 
new office at 1821 University Ave., Suite 308.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Monday, May 14, Otto Hall at Episcopal Homes, 1860 
University Ave.; Environment and Parks Committee, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 16, Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 
St. Anthony Ave.; and Land Use and Economic Develop-
ment Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 21, Griggs-Midway 
Building, 1821 University Ave., Suite 330.

Stay in touch—The public is invited to “like” the UPDC on 
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighborhood 
Matters,” by emailing alexa@unionparkdc.org.

District Council News

The district councils 
in the Villager area
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THIRD STREET STUDIOS.com

Designers & Builders of Fine Custom Kitchens,
Baths, Furniture and Cabinetry

Est 1978     651. 917. 9296   1759 Selby Ave

1262 Grand Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55105
(651) 699-1431 | charlemagnefinejewelry.com

Your toes will be jealous.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW SINCE 1952

 651-291-1717
dudleyandsmith.com

Offices: Downtown St. Paul & Bloomington near Mall of America

• “I’m amazed at what you did!”

• “ The only good thing about this  
accident is that I got to meet you  
and your law firm.”

• “ My friend needs a good lawyer, 
naturally I thought of you.”

• “You’re a Saint.”

• “You are awesome!”

No fee unless I collect for you!

 Client Comments:

25 years experience representing adults & children injured 
in accidents from motor vehicles, boats, motorcycles, work 

place injuries, wrongful deaths & dog bites.

Katherine A. Brown Holmen

 “…the best attorney in town!”

By Jane McClure

Reducing the number of permit parking districts, stan-
dardizing the number of permits per household, and al-
lowing permits to be purchased online and by residents 

with leased vehicles are among the proposed changes to St. 
Paul’s residential permit parking program that were recom-
mended for approval on May 4 by the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission. The recommendation will eventually go to the City 
Council for a public hearing, but no date has yet been set.

Sweeping changes to the way the city handles permit park-
ing has been delayed in the face of public opinion. The elimi-
nation of some districts, including one north of Highland Vil-
lage and another around tiny Snelling Park, has been dropped.

“I didn’t think it would be so hard to make these changes,” 
said Elizabeth Stiffler, who led a study of permit parking for 
the city’s Department of Public Works. 

After more than a year of surveys, neighborhood meetings 
and reviews, Stiffler said most people seemed happy with the 
permit parking system as it is. Changes are now only being 
suggested in the areas of administration, enforcement and 
policies.

Several local district councils and neighborhood associa-
tions have reviewed the recommended changes, but have not 
taken positions on them. The Summit Hill Association wound 
up providing the city with the results of its own survey after 
disagreeing on what to recommend approving.

Most of the focus in recent weeks has been around the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, where 10 permit parking districts could 
be consolidated into seven. Time periods also would become 
standardized around the campus. Most districts would contin-
ue to have no parking without a permit from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. on 
weekdays. A district near the Marshall-Cleveland intersection 
would allow limited parking for business patrons, a change 
made two years ago following the addition of the Cleveland 
Avenue bike lane.

The recommended changes would set a citywide maximum 
of five parking permits per household—three for residents and 
two for guests. Some residents in Irvine Park and Summit Hill, 
where as many as six permits per household are allowed, are 
objecting to the proposed limit.

The changes would allow the city to set up an online data-
base for easier permit applications and renewals. Signs would 
be updated to make them less confusing. Public Works would 
be allowed to make minor changes to districts as needed, such 
as when a property goes from residential to commercial uses.

Clarifying the language of the city ordinances, rolling all of 
the districts into one ordinance and using the same type of 
permit citywide are also being proposed. Most districts use 
permit stickers, though some use placards.

Residents have said they would like more permit parking 
enforcement. One hurdle is that St. Paul has only a dozen 
parking enforcement officers. The Police Department also 
lacks license plate reader technology, which would streamline 
the enforcement process.

The Planning Commission’s Transportation Committee re-
viewed the changes in April and recommended approval on 
a 5-1 vote. Most committee members tepidly supported the 
recommendations. “St. Paul doesn’t like change,” said member 
Jessica Treat, executive director of St. Paul Smart Trips/Transit 
for Livable Communities.

“I found that out,” Stiffler replied. She said some residents 
have lived with permit parking for 30 or more years and are 
fine with it.

The recommendations would reduce the current 27 dis-
tricts to 24. Districts must have a minimum of eight con-
tiguous block faces, though the City Council can waive that 
requirement. Stiffler cautioned that having a district is not a 
guarantee that residents can find a spot to park in front of their 
homes. It only means that those without a permit face a fine if 
their vehicles are found parked there during restricted hours.

City proposes changes to  
permit parking program

No parking is allowed without a permit in this area south-
west of Goodrich and Cretin avenues. Photo by Brad Stauffer

www.SelbyatSnelling.org

A unique neighborhood centered at the  
intersection of Selby and Snelling—your  
destination for boutiques, vintage shops,  
eateries, pubs, fitness and health, art,  
and living. Come and discover!

Charmingly Old,  
Distinctively New
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources. 

Highland Park
Burglary—The BP Station at 2005 Ford 

Pkwy. was broken into at 5:38 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 24.  

—A home was burglarized on the 500 block 
of Brimhall Street between April 28-29.

—Several suspects entered Yarmo Liquor 
Store, 2489 W. Seventh St., and stole several 
items at 10:08 a.m. Sunday, April 29.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 1600 
block of Ford Parkway during the evening of 
April 21-22.

—Tools, knives, an iPad Touch and 9 mm 
handgun rounds were stolen from a vehicle 
on the 1500 block of Randolph Avenue dur-
ing the evening of April 21-22.

—A purse was reported stolen from a vehi-
cle at Crosby Farm Park at 10:19 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 26. 

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
1600 block of Bayard Avenue at midnight on 
Friday, April 13.

Assault—A female was assaulted near the 
Highland Target at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 24.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported at Hertz 
Rent-a-Car, 1420 Davern St., at 3:49 a.m.  
Saturday, April 28.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A home was burglarized on the 

1200 block of Marshall Avenue between April 
18-19.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on Lexington 
Parkway and Ashland Avenue during the eve-
ning of April 19-20.

—An attempted auto theft was reported at 
the Midway Target at 4:47 p.m. Friday, April 
27. The vehicle’s window had been smashed 
and the ignition damaged. 

—A wallet was stolen from the men’s locker 
room at LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave., be-
tween 10:48 a.m.-1:43 p.m. Saturday, April 28.

Assault—A boy was injured in a fight out-
side of Central High School and had to be 
taken to the hospital at 7:30 a.m. Thursday, 
April 26.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—The Green Mill Restaurant, 57 

S. Hamline Ave., was broken into between 
1-4:02 a.m. Friday, April 20.

Theft—Work tools were stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1400 block of Grand Avenue  
between April 23-24.

—A backpack, MacBook Pro, iPhone 7, 
Bose headphones and wallet were stolen on 
the 1500 block of Summit Avenue between 
4:30-5:50 p.m. Monday, April 23.

—A bicycle valued at more than $500 was 
reported stolen on the 1800 block of Grand 

Avenue at 7:34 p.m. Tuesday, April 24. 
—Ridge cases, drills, a circular saw, a back-

pack, tools, batteries, drill bits and a briefcase 
were stolen from a vehicle on the 200 block of 
Warwick Street between April 22-24.

—A laptop computer was reported stolen 
at Macalester College at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
April 28.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—Burglaries were reported at two 

businesses on the 700 block of Highway 110 
on the morning of Saturday, April 14. Cash 
was taken from one location and the office 
was gone through in the other, though noth-
ing was reported missing.

—A home burglary was reported on the 
2000 block of Lemay Lake Road at 5:55 p.m. 
Monday, April 23.

Theft—Eagan police recovered mail that 
had been reported stolen on the 1000 block of 
Kingsley Circle at 5:21 p.m. Monday, April 16. 

Sex crime—A community notification 
meeting regarding level 2 sex offender Kirk 
Alan Fugelseth was held on April 26 in the 
Mendota Heights City Council Chambers. 
Fugelseth, 51, was expected to move to the 
vicinity of Farmdale Road and Wachtler Av-
enue in Mendota Heights on or after April 23  
after being discharged from the state’s sex of-
fender program. He has a history of molest-
ing boys and girls ages 7-15 and of possessing 
child pornography. 

Miscellaneous—A woman reported a sus-
picious person kicking the front door of her 
neighbor’s house at 9:49 p.m. Monday, April 
23, on the 1100 block of Ivy Hill.

Merriam Park
Burglary—An apartment was broken 

into on the 1600 block of Marshall Avenue  
between April 20-22.

—Three 17-year-old boys were arrested 
for burglarizing an occupied residence on 
the 1900 block of Merriam Lane at 7:50 p.m.  
Saturday, April 21. 

—A television was reported stolen from the 
Days Inn, 1964 University Ave., at 11:29 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 25.

Theft—A backpack, computer, passport 
and clothing were stolen from a vehicle on the 
1600 block of Laurel Avenue between 9:45-10 
p.m. Wednesday, April 18.

—A package was reported stolen on the 
1700 block of Marshall Avenue at 11:35 a.m. 
Friday, April 20.

—A purse was stolen from a vehicle on 
Summit Avenue and Mississippi River Bou-
levard between 10:15-10:40 a.m. Thursday, 
April 26.

Weapons—A man threatened a woman 
with a knife on the 1700 block of Carroll  
Avenue at 2 a.m. Friday, April 20.

—Gunfire was reported on the 400 block of 

North Wheeler Street at 9:20 p.m. Saturday, 
April 28.

Miscellaneous—Police were called to the 
University of St. Thomas at 6:18 p.m. Saturday, 
April 21, regarding an extremely intoxicated 
20-year-old male. The student reportedly had 
been stumbling around the neighborhood 
before being given a ride to a dorm by con-
cerned neighbors. He was taken to a UST care 
room where security staff stayed with him. 
When police were called to take him to detox 
at 10 p.m., his blood alcohol level was .173. 

—A window peeper was reported on the 
2000 block of Dayton Avenue at 10:17 p.m. 
Friday, April 27.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—More than $1,000 in merchandise 

was reported stolen at the Midway Walmart 
at 4:15 p.m. Saturday, April 21.

—A wedding ring was stolen on the 1500 
block of Concordia Avenue during the eve-
ning of April 29-30.

Assault—A female customer was cited for 
striking a man in the head at Cash Payday, 
1532 University Ave., at 3:27 p.m. Thursday, 
April 26. The suspect said she was reacting 
after the man rushed up to her and began  
yelling obscenities.

Miscellaneous—A 20-year-old woman 
was cited for obstructing traffic while pan-
handling at 4:36 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, on 
Snelling and Concordia avenues. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—An attempted break-in was 

reported at Allure Intimate Apparel, 1051 
Grand Ave., the evening of April 28-29.

Theft—A witness saw a vehicle being 
tampered with on the 1000 block of Grand 
Avenue at 4:32 p.m. Friday, April 27. He fol-
lowed the suspect to the Linwood Recreation 
Center, where officers stopped and identified 
a juvenile male.

Summit-University
Burglary—An apartment was broken into 

on the 100 block of Summit Avenue between 
April 23-24.  

Theft—Multiple tools were stolen from 
a business van on the 800 block of Iglehart  
Avenue between April 19-23. 

—A radio was stolen on the 900 block of 
Carroll Avenue during the evening of April 
20-21. A Sawzall, nail gun and other tools 
also were stolen on the same block during the  
evening of April 21-22.

—A wallet was reported stolen on the 
200 block of Marshall Avenue at 3:46 p.m.  
Monday, April 23. 

—Stolen vehicles were reported on the 800 
block of Marshall Avenue on April 23-24, on 
the 100 block of Kent Street on April 25-26,  
on the 600 block of Iglehart Avenue on April 

27, on the 600 block of Marshall Avenue on 
April 28, on the 700 block of Laurel Avenue 
on April 29-30 and on the 900 block of Hague 
Avenue on April 30.

—A gold necklace and rings were stolen on 
the 1000 block of Summit Avenue between 
9-10:22 a.m. Saturday, April 28.

—Two work computers were stolen from 
a vehicle at the Red Cow, 393 Selby Ave., at 
11:43 p.m. Monday, April 30.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
200 block of North Victoria Street at 7:21 p.m. 
Friday, April 6.

Weapons—Police received a report of the 
reckless discharge of a firearm in an apart-
ment on the 800 block of Hague Avenue at 
7:52 p.m. Friday, April 20.

—Gunfire was reported on the 900 block 
of Carroll Avenue on April 20, on Dale Street 
and Summit Avenue on April 23, and on 
Grotto Street and Selby Avenue on April 23. 

West End
Robbery—The SuperAmerica at 1125 W. 

Seventh St. was robbed at gunpoint at 10:40 
p.m. Friday, April 20. The suspect was de-
scribed as a black male, around 6 feet tall, and 
wearing a black mask, black jacket with white 
sleeves, bleached jeans and red shoes. 

Burglary—Multiple latches and locks were 
cut off storage lockers at the Victoria Park 2 
Apartments, 750 Otto Ave., between 9:33-
10:49 a.m. Tuesday, May 1.

Theft—Golf clubs were stolen on the 900 
block of Armstrong Avenue between April 
12-20.

—Tools were stolen from the storage area 
of an apartment building on the 700 block of 
Otto Avenue between April 12-26.

—Prescription glasses and sunglasses were 
stolen from a vehicle on West Seventh Street 
and Smith Avenue between April 15-16.

—A handgun, Air Jordans, Beats head-
phones, Ray Ban sunglasses and a gun safe 
were  stolen from a vehicle on the 700 block 
of Mercer Street during the evening of April 
19-20.

—A Chromebook laptop computer was 
stolen from a vehicle on the 100 block of West 
Seventh Street between April 20-22.

—All 24 lug nuts were stolen from a vehi-
cle at E3 Environmental, 871 Jefferson Ave.,  
between April 29-30.

—Tires were stolen on the 900 block of  
Goodrich Avenue during the evening of April 
30-May 1.

—An iPhone and credit cards were stolen 
from a vehicle on Goodrich and Smith av-
enues between 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 1.

Miscellaneous—The tires of a vehicle were 
reported slashed at the Holy Mackerel tattoo 
shop, 196 Forbes Ave., at 4:43 a.m. Sunday, 
April 22.

Crime Report

By Jane McClure

As final design work wraps up on next 
year’s replacement of the Dale Street 
bridge over I-94, residents in the sur-

rounding neighborhoods continue to seek 
changes. Pedestrian access and safety remain 
critical concerns for the Summit-University 
Planning Council (SUPC), which voted unan-
imously on April 24 to send a letter outlining 
its objections to city and county officials. 

The $12 million project was slated to be-
gin in 2017, but has been delayed for another 
year to allow for more public comments. Traf-
fic over the bridge has outgrown its original 
1961 design and 1983 expansion, according to 
Ramsey County officials.

Bridge and street design issues have been 
discussed since 2013, initially led by the 

District Councils Collaborative. When that 
group shut down in 2016, the SUPC took 
over discussions for redesigning Dale Street 
and the bridge itself. Dale is scheduled to 
be repaved between Central and University  
avenues and to be rebuilt between Central 
and Iglehart avenues.

“The community’s interest is to make Dale 
Street and the bridge safer, more pedestrian-
friendly and more accessible,” said former 
collaborative director Carol Swenson, who is 
continuing to work on bridge planning. 

Other goals for the project include calming  
traffic, honoring the Rondo neighborhood 
that was lost when I-94 was built, and mak-
ing Dale Street and the bridge more attractive. 
Another goal is to help local residents gain 
entry to careers in the construction trades 
through apprenticeships in the project. 

The new bridge would have 16-foot side-
walks, which is much wider than the side-
walks now. One issue the SUPC is raising is 
whether there is a need for right-turn lanes 
and the amount of space they could take up. 

Creating wider corners is another issue, be-
cause they are not as safe to cross on foot or 
bike, Swenson said. Some people would like 
to see the bridge’s ramps narrowed for traf-
fic calming. They also would like to see more  
accommodations for people with disabilities 
on the east and west sides of Dale. 

Bridge design is still ongoing with the city 
and state, said Deborah Carter-McCoy of 
Ramsey County Public Works. She said lane 
widths and configurations have not been 
nailed down yet.

County officials have pushed back the proj-
ect and made changes in response to public 

concerns, she said. Outreach will continue 
with a public meeting in late spring or early 
summer, and an informational display during 
Rondo Days in July.

Among the changes made to accommodate 
pedestrians was the purchase of a former ser-
vice station at the northeast corner of Dale 
and St. Anthony Avenue. The building was 
torn down and the space will be used to create 
a winding sidewalk that will make it easier for 
people with mobility issues to use the bridge.

Carter-McCoy said yet another change to 
address accessibility concerns was to use steel 
instead of concrete for the bridge approaches. 
Steel is stronger and reduces the thickness and 
slope of the path to and from the bridge.

The county is also working with the non-
profit Springboard for the Arts on public art 
as part of the bridge project.

Debate continues on design of new Dale St. bridge over I-94
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we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build 
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

“I am honored to care
for those who are most in
need. Always with respect
and dignity, and I do my
best to help them enjoy
life to the fullest.”

Care Suites
A gracious alternative to a nursing home.
Call today for your appointment and tour. 651-699-2664
Or, use the secure form at www.WellingtonResidence.com
                                   Locally-owned and operated by StuartCo, creating 
                                   quality living environments with hospitality at its core. 2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul

Health and Fitness

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Lanie Paymar said she figured 
something wasn’t right when 
she got a call from her clinic. 

“I flunked my mammogram,” 
said Paymar, who was told she had 
breast cancer. It’s the kind of news 
that takes one’s breath away and 
brings the world to a screeching 
halt.

Paymar, a Macalester-Groveland 
resident, was 65 years old and had 
been having mammograms since 
she was 40. Her cancer was at an 
early stage and could be treated by 
a lumpectomy, which removed the 
tumor and some surrounding tis-
sue, along with three lymph nodes. 
Radiation treatment followed and 
Paymar has been cancer-free for 
seven years.

But that’s not the whole story. 
Paymar, who learned firsthand how 
devastating a cancer diagnosis can 
be, is now an inspirational guide 
for the Firefly Sisterhood. She talks 
with other women who also find 
themselves facing breast cancer.

A breast cancer diagnosis nearly 
always puts a woman on a lonely 
road, and research has shown that 
women who have a support system 
and good information fare better 

than those who are isolated.
After she got her earth-shaking 

news, Paymar knew she needed to 
talk with someone who had walked 
that road before her. She reached out 
to an organization called Sharsheret, 
which links women who are newly 
diagnosed or undergoing breast 
cancer treatment with someone in 
similar circumstances. The name 
is the Hebrew word for “chain,” and 
the not-for-profit group was in-
tended to serve, in particular, young 
Jewish women with breast cancer.

Though Paymar was not young, 
she was matched with a volunteer 
and found the experience helpful 
enough that, when her own treat-
ment was complete, she became a 

Sharsheret volunteer.
“My Sharsheret link helped in my 

recovery,” Paymar said. “I appreci-
ated having someone near my age 
answer my questions.”

In November 2016 Paymar saw a 
newspaper article about the Firefly 
Sisterhood. Funded by a $300,000 
grant from Yoplait and General 
Mills and founded in Minneapolis 
in 2014, Firefly is a nondenomina-
tional, nonprofit organization of 
volunteer breast cancer survivors 
who support other women with 
breast cancer one-to-one. 

Paymar decided to volunteer for 
Firefly as well, and in the past two 
years has connected with several 
women.

The idea, said Firefly executive 
director Kris Newcomer, is to match 
women newly diagnosed with 

breast cancer with those who have 
literally been there and done that. 
The name comes from the notion 
that “a firefly lights the darkness,” 
she said.

“One of the greatest benefits of 
the Firefly Sisterhood is being able 
to speak with a woman who had a 
very similar breast cancer experi-
ence,” said Firefly program man-
ager Jenny Cook. “When a woman 
reaches out for a match, we respond 
by email or phone within 24 hours. 
This is true 365 days a year.” 

Women who want to be Fire-
fly guides go through training and 
learn about listening and confi-
dentiality, Paymar said. They do 
role-playing exercises with each 
other. They also must sign a confi-
dentiality agreement and another 
document stating that they will not 

offer medical advice or opinions;  
endorse or recommend specific 
physicians, healthcare providers or 
facilities; or promote any treatments 
or products. Once certified, they are 
required to attend three hours of 
training each year to maintain their 
skills.

“We’re a listening ear. We can say 
what our experience was, but not 
give advice,” Paymar said.

Guides are matched with women 
in similar circumstances. A woman 
who reaches out to Firefly can de-
scribe what is most important to her 
in speaking with a matched guide. 
She can specify her age, marital sta-
tus, whether she has young children 
at home and employment concerns.

Once a match has been made, 

Lanie Paymar is a breast cancer survivor and now serves as an inspirational guide for other women 
through the Minneapolis-based Firefly Sisterhood. Photo by Brad Stauffer

A light in  
the darkness
Firefly Sisterhood offers hope 
and guidance for MN women  
diagnosed with breast cancer 

The idea, said Firefly 
executive director 
Kris Newcomer, is 
to match women 
newly diagnosed 

with breast cancer 
with those who have 
literally been there 

and done that. 

FIREFLY SISTERHOOD c18
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both women receive each other’s information. 
Sometimes one conversation is all that’s need-
ed to give comfort and confidence to a Firefly 
“sister” with breast cancer. Other times, life-
long bonds of friendship are formed. After a 
month, Firefly checks in to see how the match 
is working for both women.

Firefly initially found women through re-
ferrals from hospitals, clinics and profession-
als who worked with cancer patients, and 
more than 550 matches  were made in the 
first couple of years. However, since around 
4,000 women in Minnesota are diagnosed 
with breast cancer annually, the organization 
needed more extensive outreach. 

The group now offers presentations at vari-

ous businesses, clubs, corporations, law firms 
and faith groups. While the primary mission 
of Firefly is to create one-to-one connections, 
the organization also organizes gatherings 
that are social or educational.

Paymar, who retired from her clerical job 
with Ramsey County 17 years ago, is still very 
active. Besides volunteering for Firefly, she 
sings with a choir sponsored by the MacPhail 

Center for Music and takes piano lessons.  
She and her husband volunteer for Feline  
Rescue, garden, work out, walk and take life-
long learning classes together.

Women who would like to request a Fire-
fly guide can call 952-582-2972 or visit the 
website at fireflysisterhood.org. The website 
also includes information about becoming a 
guide.
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By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council voted on May 
4 in favor of parking bans on Lexing-
ton Parkway as part of a plan to install 

bike lanes there this summer from James to St. 
Clair avenues. The project will be taken up by 
the Ramsey County Board for action later this 
spring because Lexington is a county road. 

Parking would be removed on the east side 
of Lexington between James and Juliet av-
enues, and on both sides of the parkway from 
Juliet to Jefferson avenues to maintain exist-
ing turn lanes. Parking would continue to 
be banned on both sides of Lexington from  
Jefferson to St. Clair.

The bike lanes are being added as part of 
the county’s plan to resurface Lexington from 
James to University avenues. The county is ex-
pecting to have the work done after July 4 and 
before the State Fair.

Between James and Juliet, Lexington would 
have 11-foot traffic lanes, 7-foot bike lanes 
and an 8-foot parking lane (west side only). 
Between Juliet and Jefferson, Lexington 
would have 11-foot traffic lanes, 6-foot bike 
lanes and a 10-foot left-turn lane. Between 
Jefferson and St. Clair, Lexington would have 
11-foot traffic lanes, 6-foot bike lanes and a 
shared 10-foot center turn lane.

Lexington narrows north of St. Clair, so 
adding bike lanes there is not possible.

Luke Hanson of the St. Paul Department 

of Public Works said the project will extend 
Lexington’s current bike lanes that were added 
almost three years ago between Montreal and 
Randolph avenues. The extension would pro-
vide a connection to existing bike routes along 
St. Clair and Jefferson avenues.

Though the project is being hailed by 
cyclists as providing needed connections 
through the city, some neighbors are decry-
ing the loss of on-street parking. Residents on 
the east side of Lexington turned out in force 
during a recent series of meetings to ask the 
city to ban parking on the opposite side of the 
street where there are 18 spaces, instead of on 
their side where there are 12. They pointed 
out that they do not have an alley, and resi-
dents on the west side do.

Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert 
said that while he understands the objections 
to the loss of on-street parking, homeowners 

on the east side do have access to driveways. 
He said studies have shown fewer people 
using the east side parking spaces, and that 
those spots are rarely full. 

“The important point is that this will make 
Lexington a safer road,” he said.

Only one resident, Diana Thorne, spoke at 
the hearing. She asked if any consideration 
could be given to providing even a few park-
ing spaces on Lexington between Juliet and 
Jefferson. She described the loss of parking as 
“devastating” for the eight affected homes in 
that area. She asked that either a few parking 
spots be preserved or that share the road ar-
rows, or sharrows, be used instead of striped 
bike lanes. She was concerned about how her 
elderly mother would be able to walk across 
busy Lexington to get to her house.

Eight people spoke in favor of the bike 
lanes. “I don’t like it when bike lanes just end,” 
said West End resident Quinn DeMaster.

Other cyclists said that Lexington is already 
part of their regular commuting route, and 
that bike lanes would help calm traffic and 
make it safer. “I have to bike this stretch to get 
to places and I don’t feel safe,” said Lexington 
resident Christine Roberts.

Macalester-Groveland resident Brian Mar-
tinson said he commutes by bicycle to Bloom-
ington daily and uses Lexington as part of his 
route. When he hits the hill, “I’m out of breath 
and going slow. For everyone like me, there 
are 99 people not willing to do that.”

Council supports parking bans for Lexington bikeway plan

Bike lanes would be extended from James 
to St. Clair avenues when Lexington Park-
way is resurfaced this summer.

Health
wellness EXPO&

Please Join Shepard Park Senior Living

F R E E

EVENT INFORMATION: 
• Trainer Available by the Jewish Community Center

• Health Talk and Spinal Checks by Langford & Karls Chiropractic

• Blood Pressure Checks by Shepard Park Home Care

• Hearing Testing by Associated Hearing Instruments of St. Paul Inc.

• Balance/Strength Testing and Chair Messages by Interim 
   Homecare/Hospice

• Demonstration by Ageless Grace/Silver Sneakers

• Qigong by Wonder Horse

Friday, May 18th 1:00-3:30 p.m.

Hosted by The Wellington Senior Living

Attendees 
will be entered for a chance to win a 
Alta Wireless Fitbit

WellingtonResidence.com
TheAlton.com

2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul, 55116
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The Kiosk
Thursday/May 10
A Three-day garage sale to benefit 
YMCA Camps Widjiwagan and du Nord 
will be held from 9 a.m.-7:30 p.m. today 
and Friday and from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
May 10-12, in the Merchandise Mart at 
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.  More 
than 250 families contributed good used 
clothing, sporting and camping equipment, 
household items, toys, books, antiques and 
much miscellaneous. Admission is free. Call 
651-645-6605.

Interfaith Action of Greater St. 
Paul will hold its annual assembly this 
evening at the Klas Center at Hamline 
University, Snelling and Hewitt avenues. 
Clifton L. Taulbert is the keynote speaker. 
Taulbert is the author of Once Upon a Time 
When We Were Colored and the CEO of a 
human capital development company and 
Roots Java Coffee. The assembly will open 
with a reception at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
dinner and the program at 7:15 p.m. Tickets 
are $40, or $5 for Taulbert’s talk alone. To 
register, visit interfaithaction.org.

Learn about Hmong gardening 
and food traditions and how you can 
harvest a Hmong supper of pho for your 
family this summer in a free program from 
6-7 p.m. at the Merriam Park Library, 1831 
Marshall Ave. Children are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult. To register, call 
651-642-0385 or visit sppl.org.

Want to improve your speaking 
skills in a light-hearted and supportive 
atmosphere? Join Midway Toastmasters. 
The club meets from 6-8 p.m. every 
Thursday at Seventh Street Social, 2176 W. 
Seventh St. No reservations are necessary.

The Marshall Plan author Benn Steil 
and veterans of the occupation in Europe 
after World War II will speak at the History 
Round Table at 7 p.m. at the Visitors Center 
at Historic Fort Snelling. Admission is a $5 
donation, free for students and veterans. 
Call 612-726-1171.

Monday/May 14
A small-town news editor 
struggles with the election of a demagogue 
to the U.S. presidency in It Can’t Happen 
Here. The 1936 play, based on the novel by 
the same name by Sinclair Lewis, will be 
read by local actors in a free program at 
7 p.m. at the Arlington Hills Community 
Center, 1200 Payne Ave. A discussion will 
follow. Visit thefriends.org/untoldstories.

Tuesday/May 15
A mental health support group 
for adults ages 18-30 meets from 6-7:30 
p.m. today and the first and third Tuesday 
of every month on the lower level of 
Macalester Plymouth United Church, 
1658 Lincoln Ave. The group is facilitated 
by young adults with a mental illness and 
doing well in recovery. It is sponsored by 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness. For 
information, call Tess at 507-226-3369.

Friday/May 18
A Health & Wellness Expo will be 
held from 1-3:30 p.m. at the Wellington, 
2235 Rockwood Ave. A wide variety 
of organizations and businesses will be 
displaying their products and services. 

Healthy snacks and beverages will be 
provided, and a drawing will be held for an 
Alta Wireless Fitbit. Call 651-955-1399.

Saturday/May 19
Shred up to five boxes of personal 
and confidential documents between 10 
a.m.-1 p.m.  at the offices of the Odd Couple 
Team, 1460 Grand Ave. The free event is 
being offered as a public service by Realtors 
Jason Koenig and Shane Montoya.

Celebrate Arbor Month at the 
free festival of trees presented by the St. 
Paul Department of Parks and Recreation 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Highland Park, 1227 
Montreal Ave. Plant a tree, take part in 
tree arts and crafts, meet Burly Oak, watch 
40 arborists compete in the five events 
of the annual Minnesota Tree Climbing 
Championship, and take home a tree 
seedling to plant.

“Flames of Discontent,” the story 
of the 1916 miners’ strike in northern 
Minnesota, will be told by Gary Kaunonen 
in a free program at 2 p.m. at the Hayden 
Heights Library, 1456 White Bear Ave. Visit 
thefriends.org/untoldstories.

Sunday/May 20
Author Mary Fillmore will 
discuss her historical novel, An Address in 
Amsterdam, about a young Jewish woman 
who risks her life in the Nazi Resistance, 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the St. Paul 
Talmud Torah, 768 S. Hamline Ave. 
Admission is free and open to the public. 
Visit oremet.org.

The St. Paul Hiking Club will gather 
for a three-mile hike beginning at 2:30 p.m. 
at the King & I Thai restaurant, 760 Hwy. 
110 in Mendota Heights. New members are 
welcome. Call Charlotte at 651-455-0052.

Monday/May 21
The American Red Cross will be 
accepting blood donations from noon-6 
p.m. at the Waters of Highland Park, 678 
S. Snelling Ave. Walk-ins are welcome, 
but reservations are recommended. Visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 800-733-2767.

“Coco’s Diary,” the inside story of the 
book and musical drama about teenager 
Clotilde Irvine of Summit Avenue, will be 
featured at a fundraiser for the Summit Hill 
Association at 7 p.m. in the auditorium 
of St. Paul Academy and Summit School, 
1150 Goodrich Ave. Author Peg Meier 
will tell stories about Coco and St. Paul 
in the 1920s. History Theatre actors will 
perform excerpts from the play. Jazz Age 
refreshments and desserts will be served. 
Tickets are $35 and fully tax-deductible. 
Visit summithillassociation.org.

“Selecting Trees for a Changing 
Climate” will be discussed by University 
of Minnesota forestry professor Gary 
Johnson at a meeting of the Garden Club 
of Ramsey County from 7:25-8:25 p.m. at 
St. Luke Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave. 
Admission is free and open to all.

La Leche League’s St. Paul Metro 
chapter will hold its monthly meeting 
at 7 p.m. in the community room at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1895 Laurel 

Ave. Mothers, pregnant women and their 
children are invited to attend and discuss 
the advantages of breastfeeding to baby and 
mother. Call 952-210-5998.

Tuesday/May 22
the challenges of raising a child 
with mental illness will be discussed in a 
facilitated support group meeting from 
6-7:30 p.m. today and the second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. 
The program is sponsored by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. Call Jonathan 
Wagner at 651-210-9549.

Wednesday/May 23
Lunch, Learn and Laugh from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Episcopal Homes 
Seabury Building, 1830 University Ave. 
Chicken caesar salad, fruit and breadsticks 
will be served while fitness specialist Matt 
Demma speaks about increasing strength, 
improving balance, setting achievable goals 
and finding a healthy weight. The cost is $8 
cash or check. For reservations, call 651-
379-5102 by May 21.

Thursday/May 24
Healthy Brain Aging, dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease will be discussed by Dr. 
William Frey of HealthPartners Center for 
Memory & Aging in a free seminar at 11 
a.m. at Kessler & Maguire Funeral Home, 
640 W. Seventh St. Refreshments will be 
served and a light lunch will follow the 
program. Call 651-224-2341.

If they’re not already, bicyclists will once 
again be able to get into pedaling shape 
for the summer at the fifth annual Tour 

de Highland from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
May 19. Cosponsored by the Highland  
District Council and Highland Business  
Association, the event will feature bike rides 
of 10 and 20 miles along both sides of the 
Mississippi River. 

Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. in the High-
land Bank parking lot. The longer ride will 
commence at 9:45 a.m., followed by the 
shorter one at 10 a.m. Participants may head 
out on their own or join in guided trips. Rid-
ers are being reminded to wear a helmet and 
bring a bike lock.  

Returning this year is an informative walk 
to learn about the history of Highland Park. 
The approximately 1-mile walk will begin at 
10:15 a.m. Check-in starts 15 minutes be-
forehand in the bank’s parking lot. 

Erik’s Bike Shop will once again provide 
free bicycle safety checks before the ride. 
And Alchemy will be conducting a pre-tour 
Yoga Flow warm-up beginning at 9:15 a.m.

After the ride, participants can lock up 
their bikes at the bank and stroll the neigh-
borhood to enjoy free food and beverage 
samples from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Walkers and 
others who choose not to ride can still check 
in for food and drink samples after 11 a.m. 
at Tiffany Sports Lounge.

The businesses providing food and bever-
age samples this year include Tiffany, Lunds 
& Byerlys, Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt, Sev-
enth Street Social, Five Guys, Von Hanson’s 
Meats, Vina, Highland Cafe and Bakery, 
Highland Grill, Famous Dave’s, Life Time, 

Target, Dairy Queen, Bruegger’s Bagels, 
Quixotic Coffee, Jimmy John’s, TeaSource, 
Alchemy/Passion Flower and Haskell’s.

The Tour de Highland will take place rain 
or shine. The cost is $15 per person and $50 
for families, and includes the free samples, 
a free water bottle and tour backpack, and 
entry in a raffle for a cruising bicycle spon-
sored by Tiffany and New Belgium Brewery. 
The winner will be announced at 2 p.m. and 
must be present to win.

Volunteers are needed to assist with the 
guided bike rides. To sign up, contact Kathy 
Carruth at 651-695-4005 or info@highland-
districtcouncil.org. 

Online registration for the tour closes at 
noon Thursday, May 17. People may also 
register on the day of the event in the bank’s 
parking lot. However, tour backpacks may 
not be available for walk-up registrants. For 
more information, including a map of the 
bike routes, visit tinyurl.com/jwaaq4a.

Bike, eat, walk during fifth Tour de Highland

John Healy, Matt Coe and John Andrastek greeted each other before biking the inau-
gural Tour de Highland in 2014. This year’s tour is Saturday, May 19. photo by brad stauffer
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As we see it, the biggest problem with 
conventional “nursing homes” is that they 
are more about “nursing” than “home.”  
The Gardens at Episcopal Homes 
employs the GREEN HOUSE® Model of 
Care. It’s a proven “person first” model of 
care that you can feel good about.

Come experience Minnesota’s first 
GREEN HOUSE® Home in person.  You 
will come away understanding why we 
say they’re not just “home-like,” they’re 
HOME! 

PLAN A TOUR! 
651-632-8801

www.EpiscopalHomes.org1894sin
ce

INNOVATIVE CARE 
WITH COMFORTS

LIKE HOME

GardensThe

A Career Connection Worth Making.

Relationships. That’s what a Fresenius career is all about. If you’re looking 
to elevate your career from a practice to a way of life, join our devoted, 
supportive team and find yourself an essential member in our community 
of caring. Looking for some stability from your company? Fresenius can 
offer that! We are currently seeking applicants for the position below in 
Saint Paul, MN (Midway). 

We offer a generous compensation and benefits package 
that includes Fresenius’ growth opportunities, medical and 
dental, 401(k) match, short and long term disability, tuition 
reimbursement, and a generous paid time off program. 
To discover the difference between a job and real job 
satisfaction, visit us online: https://jobs.fmcna.com/ 
saint-paul

LIFE-CHANGING CARE. 

WORLD-CHANGING DIFFERENCE.

EO/AA Employer: Minorities/Females/Veterans/Disability/ 
Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Registered Nurses and  
Patient Care Technicians

(Hemodialysis)  
Nursing Assistants,  

Medical Technologists and  
Phlebotomists encouraged to apply!

Taiwanese-Japanese businessman Momfuku Ando’s de-
velopment of instant ramen noodles was named the 
greatest Japanese invention of the 20th century in a poll 

of Japanese citizens. My vote would have gone to Godzilla, but 
I understand ramen’s appeal.

The origin of the noodle dish is somewhat obscure. It was 
probably first brought to Japan by soldiers returning from 
China after World War II. Cheap imported flour from the 
United States helped popularize the noodles, whose key ingre-
dient is a type of alkaline mineral water.

Mocked for years in this country as a staple for starving col-
lege students, ramen has been growing in popularity. In fact, 
in the past year or so, at least three restaurants featuring ramen 
have opened in St. Paul. Given the increased interest in ramen 
as a culinary attraction, we thought it might be fun to compare 
the restaurants in a noodle soup smackdown—a Ramen-Off, 
if you will, with apologies to the Russian imperial family. 

The restaurant with the cleverest name among the three is 
Rah’MN in the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood. With a 
build-your-own concept similar to Chipotle or Subway, the 
eatery at 300 S. Snelling Ave. is also the most kid-friendly. 

Upon entering Rah’MN, patrons may select from among 
three main entrées—ramen soup, fresh noodle salad or organ-
ic green salad—all for a base price of $7.95. To go with their 
entrée, customers have a choice between traditional ramen 
noodles or gluten-free rice noodles and among organic kale, 
arugula or spinach. They then may pick from among 15 differ-
ent fresh vegetables and garnishes, including such ingredients 
as cucumbers, tomatoes, broccoli, carrots, shitake mushrooms, 
seaweed, bamboo shoots, bok choy, bean sprouts, onions, pea-
nuts and sesame seeds. 

Various dressings and oils can be added to the salads or 
soups, such as roasted garlic oil, chili oil, teriyaki sauce and 
white miso-soy sauce. Protein in the form of braised angus 
beef, local duroc pork, chicken, an organic soft-boiled egg or 
GMO-free tofu may also be added for $1.95 or $1.00 each. 
Among the optional broths for the soup are gluten-free shoyu 
pork, chicken, white miso-mushroom and spicy miso.

My wife Mecca and I made the mistake of not asking for 
help in creating our soups. We could have really used the as-
sistance when it came  to mixing in the oils and sauces.

I chose the pork broth with added pork and garlic oil, and 
she ordered the chicken broth with added chicken and sesame 
oil. Neither soup was spicy enough for us, so we sprinkled 
in some Kimlan Soy Sauce and Sriracha Chili Sauce, both of 

which were available at our table. The next time we go, we’ll 
ask the trained staff for help in adding a little more spice to 
our soup.

Like Rah’MN, Tori Ramen in the Summit-University neigh-
borhood has around 30 seats, but with less space overall, it can 
get crowded. Tori Ramen is located in the former Lee and Dee’s 
Barbecue space at 181 N. Victoria St. I stopped by one wintry 
spring day and asked for the Bali Bali ($13). My order arrived 
in a beautiful ceramic bowl with a picture-perfect combina-
tion of ground chicken, tahini, slow-cooked egg, Korean chili, 
sichuan pepper, sesame, yu choy, bean sprouts, burdock, fried 
leeks, chili oil and scallion oil.

Sitting at the bar, I couldn’t help but notice that the diners 
on either side of me had ordered the same thing. It must be 
popular, I thought, and after my first taste, I understood why. 
It was the most flavorful of all the soups I tried. Alas, it was 
also spicier than my long-abused gut could handle. However, 
just like money, I hated the thought of leaving any of soup on 
the table, so to speak. But try as I might, I had to quit before 
lapping up the last few spoonfuls, knowing that if I didn’t I’d be 
in for a bout of heartburn.

On my second visit to Tori Ramen, I brought Mecca. My 
plan was to try either the Shio Ahiru (Salted Duck, $15) or 
the Torikotsu (Chicken Noodle Soup, $12). Unfortunately, the 
line was out the door and we couldn’t wait for a table because 
of another commitment. The owners of Tori Ramen discour-
age take-out, but there’s no way they could satisfy all of their 

patrons without allowing some to have their soup to go.
A final word of caution: Tori Ramen is only open Wednes-

days through Sundays and only for lunch and dinner, closing 
between 2 and 4 p.m.

While my soup at Rah’MN was too mild and the soup at 
Tori Ramen too spicy, the bowl I ordered at Ichiddo Ramen 
was just right. A bit larger than the other two restaurants, Ich-
iddo Ramen at 712 University Ave. was my rendezvous for a 
late lunch with three old friends. Juan tried the Beef Ramen 
($10.95), Dave the Vegetable Ramen ($8.95), Jordan the Kim-
chi Ramen ($10.95) and I the Teriyaki Ton Ramen ($11.95).

I found the Teriyaki Ton Ramen perfect in every way. The 
combination of teriyaki pork, black fungus, bean sprouts, 
bamboo shoots, corn, green onion, red chili pepper and black 
garlic oil in a miso base provided solid flavor without being 
too spicy. The Kimchi Ramen, the spiciest of the four, was a bit 
too spicy for me, but Jordan, with our permission, picked up 
his bowl to drain the last few drops, so he obviously enjoyed it.

I had a spoonful of Juan’s Beef Ramen and thought it was 
fine but not as good as the Teriyaki Ton Ramen. Dave was im-
pressed with his Vegetable Ramen and couldn’t get over the 
number of noodles.

It seems we saved the best for last. Ichiddo Ramen wins the 
inaugural St. Paul Ramen-Off. But I’m planning a return visit 
to all three restaurants. My guess is that on my next trip to 
Rah’MN and Tori Ramen, I’ll find the happy medium spice 
that will leave my taste buds hungering for more.

Trio offer their take 
on Japanese favorite

Hot Dish
By Morgan Smith

Among the entrées served at Rah’MN, 300 S. Snelling Ave., are (clockwise from top) Mandarin Chili Noodle Salad, Veg-
etarian Spring Rolls, Sesame Soy Green Salad, Shoyu Pork Soup and Lemongrass Chicken Wrap.  photos by brad stauffer
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On the Town

Is proud to sponsor 

The City of Mendota Heights 
5K Run/Walk

Race details and registration can be 
found at www.mendota-heights.com 

All proceeds from the race are  
donated to the Special Olympics.

Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.

745 Market Street 
Mendota Heights, MN 55118 
(651) 209-4800

4530 France Ave. S, Suite 200 
Edina, MN 55410 
(952) 465-3890

Quality home health care since 1991.

Your Home,
Your Independence.

Call or stop by for 
complimentary consultation.

651-698-9000  1330 Grand Ave
inhomepersonalcare.com

St. Paul automotive
automobile DiagnoStic maintenance & RePaiR Facility
St. Paul automotive

651-298-0956 
910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)

stpaulautomotive.net

Join our
viP oil club

SPRing
car care
Package
$79.95Stop in today for a FRee 

battery & antifreeze check

So we beat on, boats against the current, 
borne back ceaselessly into the past.

— F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

By Larry Englund

Readers who appreciate the breadth and 
depth of information that can be found 
between the covers of an old book 

will appreciate Against the Current, a used 
bookstore that opened late last fall at 1658 
Grand Ave. The narrow storefront can be 
easy to miss. But once inside, book lovers will 
find a kindred spirit in owner Hal Johnson.

A 1990 graduate of nearby Macalester 
College, Johnson had been working 
in journalism for about a year when 
he discovered his love of books while 
moonlighting in a used bookstore. “I liked 
being around books and 
learning from them,” he 
said. “Flipping through 
thousands of books, 
you can pick up lots of 
information and put 
together an understanding 
of the world. The other 
thing was meeting other 
book people and learning 
from them.” 

By the late 1990s, 
Johnson had decided he 
would like to operate a 
bookstore of his own. “I 
started chasing after books 
at thrift stores, estate sales, 
garage sales and rummage sales,” he said. 
“I was looking for books that were on the 
unusual side, books that I thought would 
surprise people.”

His success in that endeavor is evident 
on the shelves of his store. They are packed 
with everything from Minnesota histories to 
books for identifying birds and bugs to tomes 
on the Bay of Pigs invasion and indigenous 
cultures of the Western Hemisphere. 
Johnson’s store has sections devoted to 
natural history, the social sciences, art, urban 
planning and cooking. “The more specific a 
book is, the better it is for me,” he said. “The 
History of Glencoe is a good example.”

Johnson pointed out a book about 20th-
century African-American singer Paul 
Robeson that was written for the young adult 
market beside a collection of essays about 
Robeson published in East Germany on the 
occasion of his 80th birthday. “Both are good 
examples of what I look for,” he said. 

Though Against the Current has been 

open for five months, Johnson is still 
pricing books and deliberating over how 
to categorize them. “I’m still moving things 
around and deciding how much space to give 
to a particular subject,” he said. “‘Politics and 
Culture’ is a good example of my not having 
entirely conceived of how to split up broad 
subjects. I put things there when I don’t know 
where else to put them.” 

The informality of the store is apparent 
in its work-a-day shelving, which stretches 
about 12 feet to the ceiling, and by Johnson’s 
use of Post-it notes to identify the subjects on 
shelves. “There are some subjects that aren’t 
labeled, and some labels that don’t really 
represent the subjects of the books found 
there,” he said, “but they’re on Post-it notes so 
they’re easy to change.” 

Johnson said he was hesitant to open his 
shop in its original state. “I 
wanted everything priced 
and to stock the shelves 
with my best books to give 
a good first impression, 
but my friends convinced 
me otherwise,” he said. 
While sorting books last 
September and October, 
he realized he needed to 
open sooner than he had 
planned. “The holiday 
shopping season was 
coming up,” he said, “and 
every day people were 
asking if we were open yet. 
I was essentially turning 

away customers, so I decided to open up in 
November. On the whole, it’s been a good 
decision. I’ve sold an awful lot of books, 
which has helped pay the rent.” 

He has also been able to buy more books 
from customers. He pointed to some by 
Minneapolis photographer Wing Young 
Huie. “They’re signed copies I got from a 
customer in the last month or so. I look 
for things like that,” he said. “Talking with 
customers has also been helpful in knowing 
what to look for and knowing how to price 
things. So I’ve been getting the work done 
while people come in and shop. 

“Hemingway has actually sold quite well,” 
he said. “It’s probably the best fiction seller so 
far. Poetry has sold very well, too. You can’t 
have a bookstore without a poetry section, 
and here an awful lot of people go to the 
poetry section, so I’m pleased about that. 
French language books have been selling 
quite well. Some buyers are students. Some 
are clearly not students, but are craving 

books in French.” 
Johnson estimates he has about 8,000 

books in the store, or about half his total 
collection. High atop one of the shelves is 
a series of books by the Oxford Historical 
Society of England. “Some are about ancient 
coins, some about surveys of the Oxford 
area and the people who lived there,” he said. 
“At some point I’ll list them online because 
it’s unlikely someone will come in needing 
a book published by the Oxford Historical 
Society 112 years ago. 

“It’s really tough to find a unique book, 
just because books are often published in 
hundreds and thousands of copies,” he said. 
“But if there aren’t too many copies of a book, 
it doesn’t take too many customers to make 
that book worth having.”

Johnson recently sold what he believes 
to be the most unusual book he carried: a 
collection of comic strips about that all-
American dish, meatloaf. “It was 40 to 50 
pages long, and had several comic strips per 
page,” he said. “It was almost not a book, as 
it was printed on someone’s home printer on 
81/2-by-11-inch paper and bound in a plastic 
sleeve. It had a title page, which stated that an 

ISBN number had been applied for, so it was 
on its way to becoming a real book.” 

It took a long time for Johnson to find the 
right location for his bookstore. “The old 
model of a used bookstore was someplace 
large and cheap, with 100,000 books that 
could sit on a shelf for five years,” he said. 
“That doesn’t work so well anymore. I 
thought a busy location with reasonably 
priced books that turned over relatively 
quickly would give people a reason to 
continue visiting. So I kept looking, and 
held out, and held out, and finally this space 
became available.”

The name of the store, Against the 
Current, is taken from a line in The Great 
Gatsby by St. Paul native F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
The full line is painted in large letters on the 
back wall of the bookshop.

“I was driving across the Marshall Avenue 
bridge a few years ago and thought of the 
phrase ‘boats against the current’ from the 
end of the novel,” Johnson said. “Besides 
being an allusion to Fitzgerald, it can be 
interpreted a number of ways, such as books 
not in the mainstream or going against the 
trend of bookstores closing.”

For love of books
Mac grad opens store for bibliophiles 
on his old college stomping grounds

Against the Current proprietor Hal Johnson looks out from behind a pile of used and 
rare books he has yet to shelve at his Grand Avenue bookstore. photo by brad stauffer

“The old model of a 
used bookstore was 
someplace large and 
cheap with 100,000 

books that could sit on 
a shelf for five years. I 

thought a busy location 
with reasonably priced 
books that turned over 
relatively quickly would 
give people a reason to 

continue visiting.”
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Dance
Ballet Minnesota will present its annual 
Minnesota Dance Festival on May 11 and 
12 featuring a variety of choreography from 
several local troupes. The curtain will rise 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday in Pearson Theater, 312 N. Hamline 
Ave. The program includes “Emerging” by 
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater; “Personal 
Space” by Hatch Dance; “Three Things to 
Remember” by TU Dance member Elayna 
Waxse; “There is No I” by TU Dance appren­
tice Juliana Johnson; and Ballet Minnesota 
and its Classical Ballet Academy in “At the 
Museum,” an experimental dance set to the 
first movement of Beethoven’s Piano Con­
certo No. 2, and a contemporary dance set 
to the second movement of Beethoven’s 9th 
Symphony. Tickets are $30, $22 for seniors 
and students, $17 for children under age 12. 
For reservations, visit balletminnesota.org.

Theater
Natasha and the Coat, a new drama by 
Deborah Stein, is playing through May 13 
on the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s 
stage. Directed by Miriam Monasch, the 
play tells of the intersecting lives of two very 
different young adults—Natasha, who has 
just begun a fashion internship, and Yossi, 
who works at a dry cleaners. Avi Aharoni 
and Miriam Schwartz star. The curtain rises 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 8 p.m. 
Saturday and 1 p.m. Sunday in the audi­
torium of the Highland Park Community 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Tickets are $23-$38 
with discounts for those in their 20s and 30s 
and during the student rush. Call 651-647-
4315 or visit mnjewishtheatre.org.

A haunting reminder of the strength it takes 
to love out loud, playwright Harrison David 
Rivers’ This Bitter Earth is playing through 
May 20 at Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent 
St. Directed by Talvin Wilks, the drama tells 
of the relationship between a wealthy white 
man who is a passionate advocate for civil 
rights and an introspective black playwright 
coming to terms with his own activism in 
a society wracked by racial tensions. The 
curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Tickets are $15-$40. Call 651-224-3180 or 
visit penumbratheatre.org.

The Metromaniacs, an adaptation by 
David Ives of Alexis Piron’s French farce of 
1738, La Metromanie, is being performed 
through May 20 at Theatre in the Round, 
245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Among 
the Parisienne aristocracy of that day, poets 
are rock stars. Through plot twists, mistaken 
identities and other complications—all of it 
in rhyme—a happy ending is achieved. Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $22 with 
discounts for seniors and students. Call 612-
333-3010 or visit theatreintheround.org.

Under This Roof, playwright and veteran 
actress Barbara Kingsley’s new drama 
about family, disability and race, is being 
performed through May 20 by Full Circle 
Theater. Set in the late 1940s in a segregated 
black neighborhood of Cleveland, it tells of a 
middle-aged couple who face new challenges 
after hiring a down-on-her-luck woman to 
help with the housework. James A. Williams 
directs. Yolande Bruce, Brian A. Grandison, 
Laura Esping and Nathan R. Stenberg star. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Saturdays, 7 p.m. Sundays and 
1 p.m. on May 19 and 20 at the Guthrie 
Theater, 818 S. Second St., Minneapolis. For 
tickets, visit guthrietheater.org or call 612-
377-2224.

History Theatre is presenting the world 
premiere of Lord Gordon Gordon, a musical 
story of flim-flammery and romance by 
Jeffrey Hatcher and Chan Poling, creators 
of the History Theatre hit Glensheen. Mark 
Benninghofen, Jennifer Baldwin Peden, 
Gary Briggle, Jennifer Maren, Adam Qualls, 
Jim Ramlet and Randy Schmeling star in 
the true story of a 19th-century con artist 
who swindled his way into the hearts and 
wallets of some very well-to-do Minnesotans. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays, now through 
June 3, on the stage at 30 E. 10th St. Tickets 
are $25-$52. Call 651-292-4323 or visit 
HistoryTheatre.com.

The Right Here Showcase, a juried platform 
of new works by four local performance 
artists, will be presented at 8 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays and at 5 p.m. Sundays, 
May 10-20, at the Off-Leash Art Box, 4200 
E. 54th St in Minneapolis. Produced by 
Off-Leash impresario Paul Herwig, the 
showcase will feature the talents of theater 
artist Charles Campbell, dance artists Erinn 
Liebhard and Brian Evans, and visual and 
installation artist Rory Wakemup. Tickets are 
$10-$30. Visit righthereshowcase.weebly.com 
or call 612-724-7372.

The Room With Closets, a new dance-
theatre work based on A. Pablo Iannone’s 
book by the same name, will be presented by 
Sparkle Theatricals in 13 performances from 
May 17-26 at the Southern Theater, 1420 
Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Directed 
by Jon Ferguson, the drama tells of joyous 
flights of fantasy and grim political reality in 
a life divided between continents, cultures 
and government regimes. Show times are 
7 p.m. Thursdays, 7 and 9 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays, and 7 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday. Tickets are $24 at the door, $20 
in advance, $12 for students and seniors. Call 
612-326-1811 or visit southerntheater.org. 

Life Sucks, But I’m Cool With It, a satirical 
lecture on happiness, will be delivered by Dr. 
Deep at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 
2 p.m. Sunday, May 18-20, at Dreamland 
Arts, 677 N. Hamline Ave. Dr. Deep, a 
fictional character created by actor Zaraawar 
Mistry, is the founder of Ultimate Liberation 

Philosophy, a metaphysical study that focuses 
on the relationship of the individual to their 
existence. His lecture is the second in a 
series examining the intersection of science, 
spirituality and nonsense. Tickets are by 
donation. For reservations, call 651-645-5506 
or visit dreamlandarts.com.
Acting Black, Carlyle Brown’s one-man show 
that riffs on the roots of American racism 
and its consequences for society, will be 
performed by Brown at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 18-25, 
at the Lowery Lab Theater, 350 St. Peter St. 
Part performance art, part standup comedy, 
the hour-long production is at turns hilarious 
and haunting as it explores the appropriation 
of the African-American narrative. Each 
performance will be followed by a discussion 
about race. Tickets are $25. Call 612-339-
4944 or visit illusiontheater.org.

Music 
“Broadway Mixtape Live,” favorite numbers 
from the many years of Broadway musicals 
performed by some of the Twin Cities’ finest 
musical theater artists, will be presented at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, May 9 and 
10, at the Ordway Concert Hall. Taking 
the stage will be Jennifer Grimm, Caroline 
Innerbichler, Tyler Michaels and Rudolph 
Searles III, among others. Tickets are $36. 
For reservations, visit ordway.org or call 651-
224-4222.

“Madmen,” compositions about characters 
who are crazy, delusional or psychopathic, 
will be performed by baritone Alan Dunbar 
and pianist Mark Bilyeu at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
May 11, at Hamline Church, 1514 Engle­
wood Ave. The 90-minute program will fea­
ture two pieces by Libby Larsen, a Schubert 
piece about poet and stalker Ernst Schulze, 
and a Swedish cycle about a king mad with 
power and jealousy. Admission is free, 
though donations will be accepted.

“The Greatest Generation: An American 
Oratorio,” a new work by Dan Kehde, 
Roger Ames and Elizabeth Bassine that 
pays homage to the American family at 
war by combining popular tunes of the 

World War II era with new compositions 
and arrangements, will receive its world 
premiere at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 12, at the 
Ordway Concert Hall. Performing will be the 
Oratorio Society of Minnesota with featured 
soloists Bradley Greenwald, Sarah Lawrence, 
Anna Baker and Adam Fieldson. Tickets are 
$48, $38 and $28.

Cellist Cicely Parnas, 2016 Friends of the 
Minnesota Orchestra Young Artists Com­
petition winner, will join the St. Paul Civic 
Symphony in a free concert for Mother’s 
Day at 1 p.m. Sunday, May 13, at Landmark 
Center. The program “Fantastic Tales” will 
feature Hétu’s Légendes, Saint-Saens’ Cello 
Concerto in A minor, Bruch’s Kol Nidre for 
cello and orchestra, and Stravinsky’s Firebird 
Suite (1945 version). All ages welcome. Visit 
spcsmusic.org.

The Hill House Chamber Players will 
explore the music, poetry and stories of 
World War I along with compositions for 
piano and strings by Beethoven and Brahms 
in concert at 7:30 p.m. Monday, May 14, in 
the art gallery of the James J. Hill House, 
240 Summit Ave. Tickets are $23, $13 for 
students, and that includes a preconcert 
conversation at 6:45 p.m., refreshments and 
a post-performance tour of the Hill House. 
Visit brownpapertickets.com.

Studio Z, 275 E. Fourth St., Suite 200, will 
play host to the following: New Ruckus 
Composer Night at 7 p.m. Monday, May 14 
(free); Ancia Saxophone Quartet performing 
music from cultures around the world, 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 19 ($10 in advance, $15 
at the door); and Celtic Collective and the 
release of “The Boy Patrick,” the story of a 
boy who became a saint told through music, 
words and pictures, 1 p.m. Sunday, May 20 
(free). Call 651-755-1600.

Young Russian pianist, Siberia-born Osip 
Nikiforov will perform Prokofiev’s Sonata 
No. 8 in B-flat major and Beethoven’s 
Piano Sonata No. 2 in F major in concert at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at St. John the 
Evangelist Episcopal Church, 60 N. Kent St.

Bill Staines, the veteran troubadour with 
more than 40 years of folk musicianship 
under his belt, will make his first appearance 
at Ginkgo Coffeehouse at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
May 18, on the stage at 721 N. Snelling Ave. 
Tickets are $20. Call 651-645-2647.

Ancia Saxophone Quartet, featuring Joan 
Hutton on alto, David Milne on tenor, Mat­
thew Sintchak on soprano and Angela Wyatt 
on baritone sax, will present a free concert at 
2 p.m. Sunday, May 20, at the Highland Park 
Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. The multicultural 
program includes “Ulla in Africa” by Heiner 
Wiberny, “Dervish” by Chris Rutkowski, 
“Tango Virtuoso” by Thierry Escaich, 
“Three Short Tales of the Sea” by Rika Ishige, 
“New York Suite” by Paquito D’Rivera, and 
“Mexican Folk Song Suite” and “Klezmer 
Wedding” by Mike Curtis. 

Another Glorious Day, a celebration of 
American music, will close the Singers’ 
2017-18 season on May 19 and 20. The 
program includes Jake Runestad’s “Come 
to the Woods,” set to the words of Scottish-
American naturalist John Muir; “Fern Hill,” 
John Corigliano’s musical exploration of the 
Dylan Thomas poem with mezzo-soprano 
Clara Osowski; Argento’s “Dover Beach,” Ted 
Hearne’s “Privilege”; and works by Moira 
Smiley and Shawn Kirchner. The music 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Nativity 
Church, Stanford and Prior avenues, and at 
3 p.m. Sunday at First Lutheran Church in 
Columbia Heights. Tickets are $22-$36. Visit 
singersmca.org.

The Cathedral Choir of Neuss, Germany, 
will perform the music of Esenvalds, 

To madam, with love.  An aging professor who is questioning her relevance 
agrees to tutor a young slacker who is failing academically. Despite their vast differenc-
es, they make unexpected discoveries about themselves and each other while studying 
Othello in Taking Shakespeare. Linda Kelsey and John A.W. Stephens (above) star in this 
drama by John Murrell opening on May 11 at Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays through June 3 
with an additional show at 7:30 p.m. Monday, May 22. Tickets are $28 with discounts for 
seniors and those under age 30, or whatever you can afford on May 22. Visit gremlinthe-
atre.org or Call 1-888-71-TICKETS.  photo by Sarah bauer
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Hammerschmidt, Poulenc, Bach, 
Miskinis, Ponniah, Todd and Carol 
along with choral arrangements of 
popular German folksongs in concert 
on Sunday, May 20. Organist Hans-
Jakob Gerlings will  play pieces by Bach 
and Boehm. The music begins at 3 p.m. 
at the Church of the Assumption, 51 W. 
Seventh St. Tickets are $10 and available 
at RoseEnsemble.org or by calling 
651-225-4340. Following the concert, 
all are invited to Landmark Center’s 
Courtroom 317 for a free reception to 
meet the musicians of Capella Quirina 
and the mayor of Neuss, Germany, 
which is St. Paul’s sister city.

Film
Hearts Beat Loud, the 2018 Sundance 
Festival film starring Nick Offerman 
and Kiersey Clemons as a father 
and daughter who form an unlikely 
songwriting duo in the summer before 
she leaves for college, will be screened 
by Sound Unseen at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 9, at Trylon Cinema, 2820 E. 
33rd St. in Minneapolis. Tickets are 
$12 at the door, $10 in advance at 
soundunseen.com. 

Dream Big: Engineering Our World 
is being screened through October 
11 in the Omnitheater at the Science 
Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. A celebration of human ingenuity 
and the compassion and creativity that 
drive engineers to create a better world, 
the film introduces four people who 
make their living as engineers: Menzer 
Pehlivan, a geotechnical engineer 
from Turkey; Angelica Hernandez, a 
Mexican immigrant whose interest 
in engineering was sparked by a high 
school robotics club; Steve Burrows, 
a structural engineer who takes 
his inspiration from the marvels of 
the ancient past; and Avery Bang, 
a young Midwestern woman who 
builds footbridges in underdeveloped 
countries. Admission is $9.95, $8.95 
for seniors and children ages 4-12. Call 
651-221-9444 or visit www.smm.org. 

Trylon Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in 
Minneapolis, will screen the following: 
The Great Race (1965), a madcap 

comedy starring Jack Lemmon, Tony 
Curtis and Natalie Wood, 7 p.m. May 
11 and 12, and 5:15 and 8:15 p.m. May 
13; Hopscotch (1980) starring Walter 
Matthau as an aging CIA agent who 
writes a tell-all memoir, 3 p.m. May 13, 
and 7 and 9:15 p.m. May 14 and 15; The 
Taking of Pelham One Two Three (1974) 
starring Matthau as a New York City 
cop trying to outfox the hijackers of a 
subway train, 7 p.m. May 18, 9:15 p.m. 
May 19 and 5:15 p.m. May 20;  Charley 
Varrick (1973) starring Matthau as a 
bank robber who runs into trouble 
with the mob, 9:15 p.m. May 18, 7 p.m. 
May 19 and 7:30 p.m. May 20; A New 
Leaf  (1971) starring Matthau as prickly 
playboy Henry Graham, 3 p.m. May 
20, and 7 and 9:15 p.m. May 21 and 22. 
Tickets are $8. Call 612-424-5468 or 
visit trylon.org.

Family
Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford 
Pkwy., will offer the following free 
programs: Baby Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays; Nature Smart, a trading 
post in natural history, biology and 
geology, 4 p.m. Wednesdays; Crea
tech, high-tech fun for teens, 3:30 p.m. 
Thursdays; children’s storytime, 11 a.m. 
Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Mondays; 
GED classes, 5:45 p.m. Tuesdays; 
Amharic storytime, 6 p.m. Tuesdays; a 
rubber-stamp carving workshop, 6 p.m. 
May 15; and Yarn night for all ages and 
abilities, 6:15 p.m. May 17. Call 651-
695-3700.

The Princess’ Nightingale, a new 
adaptation of the Hans Christian 
Andersen story about the attractions 
of glitter and fantasy and the virtue of 
compassion, is being performed on 
Tuesdays through Sundays through 
May 19 at SteppingStone Theatre, 55 
N. Victoria St. Set in 18th-century 
China, the production is a collaboration 
by SteppingStone and Theater Mu. 
For show times and tickets, visit 
muperformingarts.org or call 651-789-
1012.

Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall 
Ave., will offer the following free 
programs: Look at Those Wings 

nature storytime, 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
and 10:30 a.m. Friday, May 10 and 11; 
You Can Build It, a drop-in exercise 
in creativity, 3-4:30 p.m. Fridays; 
identifying birds in the city with an 
Audubon Society exhibit, daily from 
May 10-20; and Kaleidoscope, an 
interactive program with folk musicians 
Jack and Kitty, 11 a.m.-noon Tuesday, 
May 15. Call 651-642-0385.

Dodge Nature Center, 1701 Charlton 
St. and 365 W. Marie Ave. in West St. 
Paul, will offer the following: Meet 
the Milk Makers, a close-up look at 
barn animals and a taste of the butter 
they help produce, for children ages 
3-8 accompanied by a parent, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 10 ($7 per 
child); and Rock the Barn, a festival 
of live music, barn tours, farm chores, 
old-fashioned games, ice cream and a 
raffle, 3-7 p.m. Saturday, May 19 ($8 per 
person, $30 per family, free for children 
age 2 and under, at the gate, $6 and $25 
before May 17). Call 651-455-4531 or 
visit DodgeNatureCenter.org.

Tour France without leaving the Twin 
Cities. Landmark Center in partnership 
with Alliance Française will highlight 
the music, heritage, culture and cuisine 
of the French people from 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 20. Admission is free. 

Books
The Great Books Discussions Group 
will gather on Wednesday, May 9, to 
examine Lawrence Sargent Hall’s short 
story, “The Ledge.” Hall, who saw 
active duty in the U.S. Naval Reserve 
in World War II, operated a boat yard 
on the Maine coast. In his nautical 
yarn, a hardboiled fisherman confronts 
chance and the elements. The meeting, 
which is free and open to all, will begin 
at 5 p.m. at the University Club, 420 
Summit Ave. Call 651-285-7550 or 
email kingmuelken@q.com.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play 
host to free readings and discussions 
with authors Carter Meland and his 
book, Stories for a Lost Child, 7 p.m. 
May 9; Bonnie Kristian and her book, 
A Flexible Faith, 7 p.m. May 15; former 

MOTHER’S DAY
BUFFET

9AM – 2PM

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW!

173 WESTERN AVE N 
ST PAUL, MN 55102

(651) 219-4013
FITZGERALDSSTPAUL.COM

229 E. 6TH ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55101
(651) 348-6456

PUBLICKITCHENSTPAUL.COM

PRIME RIB CARVING + OMELET STATIONS,
LOBSTER SCRAMBLED EGGS, BACON,

PEEL AND EAT SHRIMP, SALADS,
OVEN-BAKED PASTRIES AND MORE!

MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH BUFFET

10AM — 3PM

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

They will be dancing in the street 
again when St. Mark’s Catholic 
Church presents its 19th annual 

parish festival on May 18 and 19. Neigh-
bors and friends are invited to join in the 
fun, which runs from 5-10 p.m. Friday 
and 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday on Day-
ton Avenue between Prior Avenue and 
Moore Street.

Carnival rides and a wide variety of 
food and beverages will be available, 
including burgers, bratwurst, hot dogs, 
French fries, corn on the cob, egg rolls, 
homemade pies, ice cream, malts, choc-
olate-covered bananas, beer and wine. 

Friday’s lineup includes a silent auc-
tion from 5-9:30 p.m., live music by the 
Irish band Tipper Road from 6-7:30 
p.m. and a street dance from 8-10 p.m.

Saturday’s lineup includes children’s 
games from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., zumba with 
Yolanda at 11:15 a.m., a medallion hunt 
at 12:15 p.m., bingo from 12:15-2:15 
p.m., school tours at 1 and 3 p.m., a 
guided tour of the 100-year-old church 
at 2 p.m., and kitchen fire demonstra-

tions with the St. Paul Fire Department 
between 2 and 4 p.m.

St. Mark’s students will present musi-
cal theater and band performances be-
tween 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. The 3rd 
grade will present its spring play at 2:30 

p.m. Catholic trivia will be played at 4 
p.m. An outdoor Mass will be celebrated 
at 5 p.m. (Rides and food service will 
shut down from 5-6 p.m.) The big band 
Claudia & the Wise Guys will perform 
from 7:30-10 p.m.

St. Mark’s rolls out its 19th annual festival

Chuck Bowes led the crowd in the Macarena during the Friday night street 
dance at St. Mark’s Parish Festival in 2010.  photo by brad stauffer

Parish reaches out with 
two days of carnival fun 
for all comers May 18-19
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GRAND OPENING
05/21/18 | 8AM-6PM

COFFEE | DRINKS | EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES

1552 Saint Clair Ave.
rootsroasting.com    @rootsroasting

KSTP weatherman Barry Zevan and his 
memoir, My Life Among the Giants, May 17; 
Christopher Danielson and his children’s 
book, How Many?, 10:30 a.m. May 19; and 
Cary J. Griffith and Gunflint Burning, his 
book about the Boundary Waters fire of 
2007, 7 p.m. May 23. Call 651-493-2791 or 
visit subtextbooks.com.

Common Good Books, 38 S. Snelling Ave., 
will play host to free readings and discussions 
with authors Adrian Todd Zuniga and his 
novel, Collision Theory, at 7 p.m. May 15; 
Julia Fine and Will Boast and their new 
novels, What Should Be Wild and Daphne, 
respectively, 7 p.m. May 16; and Dorothy 
Marcic and With One Shot: Family Murder 
and a Search for Justice, her book about the 
killing of former Wisconsin police detective 
LaVerne Stordock, 7 p.m. May 17. Call 651-
225-8989 or visit commongoodbooks.com.

An open lab for writers to discuss their 
current projects with other writers or just 
work on their own is offered from 10:30 
a.m.-noon every Thursday at the Merriam 
Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. Call 651-
642-0385.

Stories to stir your imagination and feed 
your soul, inspired by the tales Graycloud 
Rios’ grandmother told him in the highlands 
of central Mexico, are featured in Rios’ new 
book, The Jaguar and the Eagle. The High
land Park author will read from the book 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at the 
Finn, 725 S. Cleveland Ave. The program is 
free, but reservations are requested. Email 
becky_fillinger@hotmail.com.

Highland Park photographer Kelly Povo 
and South Minneapolis author Phyllis Root 
will celebrate the publication of their book, 
Minnesota’s Native Wildflowers: A Guide for 
Beginners, Botanists and Everyone In Between, 
from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at Sister 
Sludge Coffee Cafe and Wine Bar, 3746 23rd 
Ave. S., Minneapolis. The free program will 
feature an exhibit of Povo’s photos. A cash 
bar and appetizers will be available. Visit 
mnnativewildflowers.com.

Poems and stories full of heart, soul and 
rhythm will be featured in the Reading by 
Writers program at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 
15, at the University Club, 420 Summit Ave. 
Taking the stage will be poet and perfor
mance artist Tom Cassidy, River Dead of 
Minneapolis Scavenged by Teenagers author 
Mark Ehling, poet Ted King and carpenter 
and poet Scott Vetsch. Admission is free, 
though donations will be accepted. For 
dinner reservations, call 651-222-1751. 

Exhibits
“Dissonance and Repair,” new paintings 
by Barbara Kreft and Kimberly Benson, and 
“Dismantling Mindset,” the art of senior 
studio art majors Ashley Tyler Alex, Sarah 
Borgen, Breanna D. Goudeau, Hannah 
Haughey and Teresa R. Widiger, are on 
view through May 20 in the Catherine G. 
Murphy Galleries at St. Catherine University. 
Admission is free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

“Towers of Tomorrow,” 20 of the world’s 
most astonishing skyscrapers recreated 
with breathtaking detail in Lego bricks by 
Ryan McNaught of Australia, are being dis
played through September 3 at the Science 
Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Toronto’s CN Tower, Philadelphia’s 
Comcast Technology Center, Los Angeles’ 
Wilshire Grand Center, Chicago’s Willis 
Tower, Taiwan’s Taipei 101, Kuala Lumpur’s 
Petronas Towers, China’s Shanghai Tower 
and Australia’s Eureka Tower are among the 
marvels of engineering and design that have 
been reconstructed at a scale of 1:200 with 

more than half a million Legos weighing over 
3,000 pounds. Visitors may build their own 
skyscrapers with the more than 200,000 loose 
Legos available in the exhibit area. Admission 
is $18.95, $12.95 for seniors and children 
ages 4-12. For information, call 651- 
221-9444 or visit smm.org.
“St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers: The 
Enduring Gift,” a showcase of the work of 
nature photographer Craig Blacklock, is 
being displayed through June 24 at Mill City 
Museum, 704 Second St. S., Minneapolis. 
The exhibit marks the 50th anniversary 
of the federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 
Admission is free. Call 612-341-7555.
“St. Paul 1978,” an exhibit of street photog
raphy by Jerry Mathiason, continues through 
May 26 in the North Gallery at Landmark 
Center. Cosponsored by Historic St. Paul, 
the show is free and open to all. For gallery 
hours, call 651-292-3225.
Summit Avenue Walking Tours highlight
ing the Gilded Age mansions that line 
the street and the people who built them 
and owned them, are being offered by the 

Minnesota Historical Society on weekends 
through September. The 90-minute tours 
step out at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m. on 
Saturdays and noon and 2 p.m. Sundays 
from the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit 
Ave. The cost is $14, $12 seniors and college 
students, $10 for children ages 5-17. Visit 
mnhs.org/calendar.

2281 Gallery, a new exhibit space at 2281 
Hampden Ave., is showing 17 paintings by 
abstract expressionist Bret Anderson. The 
gallery is free and open to the public from 
5-8 p.m. Fridays, 2-8 p.m. Saturdays and 2-6 
p.m. Sundays. Call 651-245-4191.

“Nature in a Dream State,” an exhibit of 40 
pieces of floral and landscape photography 
by Edie Karras, will open with a public 
reception from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, May 12, 
at Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. The photos will remain on 
view from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays and 
5:30-6:45 p.m. Thursdays through June 2, 
and also from noon-5 p.m. Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 13. Call 612-728-5745 or visit 
vineartscenter.org. 

Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761 Raymond 
Ave., will open an exhibit by potter Nick Earl 
and painter Sandra Peterson with a public 
reception from 6-8 p.m. Friday, May 18. 
Earl’s wheel-thrown pots are influenced by 
Korean, Japanese and English folk tradition 
as well as nature, food and the philosophy of 
wabi sabi. Peterson projects human emotions 
and psychological elements in her renditions 
of wild animals. The art will remain on view 
through July 20. Call 651-644-9200.

“The Truth,” a series of experimental 
paintings by Remo Campopiano dealing 
with beauty, truth and lies, will be displayed 
from 5-10 p.m. Friday, noon-8 p.m. Saturday 
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday, May 18-20, in the 
California Building, 2205 California St. NE., 
Minneapolis. Campopiano’s background as 
a sculptor is evident in his unconventional 
approach to painting, allowing acrylic colors 
to blend much like nature forms marble and 
then layering the paint. Admission is free.

An arts and crafts fair with a variety of 
works by local artisans, more than half of 
whom have ties to American Indian com
munities, will be held from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19, at J & S Bean Factory, 1518 
Randolph Ave. Live music and hot and cold 
refreshments will be available along with a 
show and sale of beading, jewelry, moccasins 
and other handcrafted leather, art quilts, 
paintings, prints, wearable art and herbal 
products. Call 651- 699-7788.

Romance at 33 rpm.  The pop rock musical High Fidelity is being performed 
through May 20 amidst the stacks at the Electric Fetus, the iconic record store at 2000 
Fourth Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Based on the novel by Nick Hornby and the 2000 film star-
ring John Cusack and Jack Black, the drama follows a young man who retreats inside the 
record store he works in when he is dumped by his girlfriend and tries to figure out what 
went wrong. Along the way he revisits the top five breakups in his life, gets some advice 
from Bruce Springsteen and learns a little about life, love and the power of music. Show 
times are 9:30 p.m. Fridays, 8:30 p.m. Saturdays and 7 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $30. Visit 
aboutmmt.org.  Photo by unser imagery
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

The game’s the 
thing, no matter 
where it’s played

Minnesota’s miserable start to spring threw just 
about everybody’s athletic programs for a loop. 
Nowhere was that more true than in the Minnesota 

Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. 
College sports scheduling works backwards. It starts with 

the dates for the various NCAA tournaments. Regionals are 
then scheduled for the week or two before. The conference 
tournaments are then set before the regionals so the winners 
can advance accordingly.

All of which left MIAC teams with a lot of games, matches 
and rounds to play in a very short time frame this spring. 
And with limited facilities available, the teams had to get 
creative.

Macalester and Augsburg, two colleges located just a 
couple of miles from each other, ended up trekking 327 miles 
to Mauston, Wisconsin, to play a doubleheader in a domed 
ballpark. Two weekends ago, MIAC doubleheaders were 
played at St. John’s University in Collegeville as well as at 
Concordia-Moorhead.

Moorhead? Sure it was cold, but the heavy snow that hit 
the Twin Cities didn’t venture that far north. So it was that St. 
Thomas, Augsburg and St. Olaf joined host Concordia for a 
weekend of MIAC baseball.

All’s well that ends well. There are a few sore arms to show 
for it, but the league caught up and a six-team conference 
tournament will be played this weekend at CHS Field in 
downtown St. Paul. As this is being written, St. Thomas is 
assured of a spot and Macalester is almost a lock for playing 
there.

Softball teams had to get creative as well. St. Thomas’ team 
had to push to get the bus unstuck, but it finally got on the 
road and the team traveled to Rochester to get its needed 
games in.

In theory, it should have been a little easier for high 
school teams. While the college regular seasons ended last 
weekend, the high school seasons stretch to Memorial Day. A 
Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) rule that was 
instituted last year restricts pitch counts for baseball. Thus, 
the league gave permission for teams to play five-inning 
doubleheaders to get their games in. 

If there’s one local school that hasn’t been fazed by all 
this instability, it’s Minnehaha Academy. The “M” on the 
Redhawks’ jerseys has stood for “Mobile” as the various 
Minnehaha teams scrambled to find athletic facilities 
following the gas explosion that rocked the campus last 
summer.

Minnehaha athletic director Josh Thurow chuckled 
when asked how the sports scheduling has gone. “Well, 
Fort Snelling (the Redhawks’ home field) finally opened for 
baseball and softball this week,” he said. “We’re out there 
every day now. So far, so good. Our baseball team is 7-0.” 

Before it could begin play at Fort Snelling, coach Scott 
Glenn’s baseball team had been practicing on turf laid down 
in the Minnehaha’s hockey arena. “Scott is smart,” Thurow 
said. “He’s been using a lot of pitchers. If we get a big lead, 
he’ll use a guy from the JV team to save innings.”

Baseball and softball have gotten the most attention during 
the spring morass. However, as Thurow discovered the other 
day, there are sports that present bigger challenges. You can 
usually find an umpire somewhere, but finding people well- 
versed as a track starter—the person with the pistol—proved 
to be a challenge. 

“We had a meet here the other day,” Thurow said. “I called 
Dick Eldridge (a well-known track starter). He was busy and 

By Brian Johnson

It was Friday the 13th last month and 
local fans of world-ranked profes-
sional boxer Jamal “Shango” James 

were in luck. James, a 2006 Minneapo-
lis Roosevelt graduate and a rising star 
in the talent-rich welterweight division 
of the World Boxing Association, was 
about to fight in his hometown for the 
first time in nearly five years. 

Much to the delight of the 3,500 fans 
who packed the renovated Minneapolis 
Armory for its first pro boxing event in 
nearly 45 years, James came away with 
a hard-earned victory over Abel Ramos. 

Roars of “Shango!” (which is the  
African god of thunder) bounced off 
the walls throughout much of the fight, 
which headlined a nationally televised 
night of boxing. James, ranked No. 4 
in the WBA’s welterweight division,  
improved to 23-1 with the decision.

“It was a good fight. That guy was 
tough. He came to bring it like I knew 
he would,” James said after the fight. “I 
caught him with some tough shots and 
was able to get slick with him on the 
inside and catch him with the harder, 
cleaner shots.” 

For James, 29, it was another step to-
ward his dream of becoming a world 
boxing champion. And it was a trium-
phant return to a city that James has 
never really left, at least not in spirit. His 
roots in Minneapolis are deep. 

While other local boxers have moved 
on to other states in hopes of advanc-
ing their careers, James still trains at the 
Circle of Discipline gym on Lake Street, 
an epicenter of boxing operated by his 
stepfather and trainer, Sankara Frazier. 

Outside of the ring, James volunteers 
at the gym, manages a local coffee shop 
and mentors at-risk youths. He said in 

a recent interview on the Premier Box-
ing Champions website that he tries to 
“bridge the gap” between inner-city kids 
and police officers. 

James said the kids who walk through 
the doors of the Circle of Discipline tend 
to come from low-income neighbor-
hoods and families. “They have more 
obstacles in front of them than other 
kids,” he said. “Sometimes that can be 
distracting, especially to young kids.” 

James himself grew up at the Circle 
of Discipline. Long before embarking 
on an amateur career that would nearly 
take him to the U.S. Olympic team, he 
started coming to the gym when he was 
about 4-5 years old. 

“The Circle was a place I could come 
and be around good role models older 
than me,” he said. “They taught me so-
cial skills and how you deal with certain 
situations you run into in life, like how 
to deal with bullies or take criticism.  

“One of our mottoes is ‘Always give 
back.’ Now that I’m successful as far as 
boxing and other aspects of my life, I 
want to give back and show these young 
men and women that success is possible 
no matter where you’re coming from.”

James has come a long way since his 
days at Roosevelt. With his long, lean 
frame, he is built somewhat like a bas-
ketball player. But when it came to ath-
letics, he stuck mainly to boxing during 
his high school years. 

“I did track for a short period of time. 
I wasn’t very good at it,” he said with a 
laugh, “but I tried it out.”

All in all, he enjoyed his time at  
Roosevelt. “They had some really good 
teachers,” James said. “You could tell the 
staff cared a lot about the students. I had 
a good time at Roosevelt. I take pride in 
it.” 

Inside the ring, James takes pride in 

being a slick puncher with good defen-
sive skills. A stinging jab, good hand 
speed and a high boxing IQ are all part 
of his repertoire. 

Though he is not a classic knockout 
artist, James has some pop in his punch-
es, as highly ranked contender Diego 
Chaves of Argentina learned last De-
cember. In a nationally televised fight, 
James knocked Chaves out in the third 
round with a barrage of punches, punc-
tuated by a devastating body shot. 

On April 13, James chose to mix it up 
at times, which gave Ramos an open-
ing to get his licks in. A jolting left hook 
stunned James in the second round. 
However, he recovered nicely, using a 
piercing jab, shifty movements and a 
steady diet of straight right hands to 
good effect. James closed out the fight 
with a spirited 10th round to seal the 
victory.

Boxing publicist Robb Leer said Au-
gust 24 is now being set aside as a “place-
holder date” for another boxing card at 
the Armory. Ideally, he said, the event 
would be a “Minnesota extravaganza” 
featuring James and former Interna-
tional Boxing Federation super middle-
weight champ Caleb Truax of Osseo. 

“The energy in the Armory for the  
Jamal James main event was electric,” 
Leer said. “We can’t wait to book anoth-
er boxing card.”

James said he plans to be ready for his 
next opportunity. He is not overlooking 
anybody and is treating every outing as 
a championship fight. 

“My main focus now is on getting a 
world title,” he said. “I’d love to do that 
and bring it back to Minnesota and fight 
at the Armory or, if it’s not big enough, 
the Vikings stadium or Target Field. 
That’d be really, really cool.”

Fighting up a storm
Roosevelt grad James inches closer to world title bout

Highly ranked welterweight boxer Jamal “Shango” James, fresh off last month’s win at the Minneapolis Armory, is 
shown at the Circle of Discipline gym on Lake Street where he has trained since he was a kid. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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By Bill Wagner

Highland Park High School softball 
coach Connie Korf said this could be 
the season that earns her speedy and 

powerful junior center fielder Majeur Tucker 
the acclaim she deserves. 

“Hopefully, she’ll be considered for all-
state,” Korf said.

Shaking off the affects of a late start due 
to inclement weather this spring, Tucker has 
picked up right where she left off in 2017. As 
a sophomore, she hit a blistering .635 while 
batting leadoff for the Scots. That came after 
joining the lineup as a freshman and hitting 
.400. 

Through the team’s first four games this 
spring, Tucker had five hits, including two 
doubles, for a .385 average. Add her three 
walks and her on-base percentage was .500. 

Korf said Tucker was also continuing to 
do on outstanding job on defense in center.  
Tucker’s anticipation and speed get her to al-
most every ball that stays in the park, and she 
can throw people out who attempt to take an 
extra base. 

Korf said that some of Tucker’s catches are 
fodder for highlight films. There was one dur-
ing her freshman year where she made a div-
ing grab on a ball that had been first deflected 
by the left fielder. 

“I don’t know how that catch happened,” 
Tucker said, “but when you’re playing the out-
field, you have to make the important plays.”

Tucker also uses her blazing speed on the 
base paths. Last year, she stole 27 bases and 
was caught only once—or maybe not. 

“Personally, I thought I was safe,” she said.
That kind of base-stealing percentage 

means you don’t have to wait for the coach’s 

sign. “I have the green light,” Tucker said. 
“(Coach) always tells me, ‘You know what to 
do.’”

Tucker, who began playing T-ball at age 6, 
said she really enjoys patrolling the outfield. 
But that hasn’t always been the case. Until she 
was 14, she played third base. “I liked tagging 
people out,” she said.

That changed three years ago when she be-
came an outfielder for the foreseeable future. 
“I love it now,” she said. “I know now what it 

means to a team if they have a good center 
fielder.”

As outstanding as her play has been to date, 
Korf said Tucker is still getting better defen-
sively. “Of course, she has amazing speed, but 
she’s also getting better and better with her 
hands,” Korf said.

Tucker has been moved to third in the bat-
ting order this season. She hit two homers last 
season and Korf said there seemed to be more 
pop in her bat as the season progressed.

“She started as a slap hitter, but we felt that 
she was ready to take the next step,” Korf  
said.

Tucker has been able to accomplish so 
much on the field while battling what could 
have been a major handicap—scoliosis, a lat-
eral curvature of the spine that she was diag-
nosed with at age 13. The news hit her like a 
line drive. 

“The first thing I thought about was that 
I wouldn’t be able to play softball anymore,” 
Tucker said. “I thought I might need surgery.”

She wore a brace at first to prevent further 
progression of the curve. But she has proven 
to be one of the lucky scoliosis patients. She 
no longer needs the brace and Tucker said she 
only needs to ice down the affected area after 
strenuous exercise. “It’s not a hindrance at all,” 
she said.

Despite being a junior, Tucker has already 
been musing about a college career. “I’d love 
to play Division I,” she said. “I’ve thought a lot 
about it. But I also want to go to a place that’s 
academically strong.”

Tucker comes from some good athletic 
genes. Her father, who is originally from 
South Dakota, played baseball and football 
in high school and football in college, and her 
mother played softball at South St. Paul High 
School. Tucker acknowledged her dad’s role 
in coaching her and instilling in her a love of 
her game. “Dad made me the player I am to-
day,” she said.

She has been so outstanding that Korf 
made her a team captain as a sophomore. It’s  
a leadership role that Tucker takes seriously. 

“I definitely like people to follow me,” she  
said. “I won’t yell at you if you make a mistake, 
but you have to work hard. I know I’m going 
to work as hard as I can.”

By Bill Wagner 

If interest alone means anything 
to the success of a new sports 
program, Central High School’s 

boys’ volleyball team appears to be 
off to a good start. The school held 
free clinics and tryouts earlier this 
year, and drew 62 players to com-
pete for 26 spots on its varsity and 
JV squads. 

The team started playing this 
spring as part of the Minnesota 
Boys High School Volleyball As-
sociation. The league, which was 
created by legendary former Apple 
Valley volleyball coach Walt Weav-
er and Minnesota Gopher coach 
Hugh McCutcheon, has 38 club  
teams, including JV, with more than 
400 players competing during its  
inaugural season. 

Central competes in the asso-
ciation’s North Conference. As one 
might expect, the Minutemen were 
still finding their way on the court 
during the early going. The varsity 
suffered five straight losses, but then 
posted a 25-17, 21-25, 15-12 win 
against the Hmong College Prep 
JV2 on April 30. 

Despite the rough start, there 
have been some encouraging signs 
and Central has been playing com-
petitively, according to coach Tracy 
Olson.

“We’re getting good,” said Olson, 
who was a standout volleyball play-
er at Concordia University-St. Paul 
and is also a veteran teacher and 
coach of girls’ volleyball at Central.

She has been especially impressed 
with the play of 6-foot-2 senior left 

hitter Quinn O’Keefe and 6-foot-5 
senior middle hitter/blocker Logan 
MacGowan. She also appreciates 
the contributions of seniors Yoo 
Yo Poe, Sal Gonzalez and Robel 
Asmelash, and juniors Diego Gon-
zalez and Evan Stills.

“These kids are from every cul-
ture and economic background,” 
said Olson, whose husband, Doyle, 
is an assistant for the team. “They’re 
absolutely wonderful to coach. 
When you ask them to do some-
thing, they try it. They don’t say, 
‘Wait a minute, my dad told me to 
do it the other way.’”

Despite the large number of play-
ers who turned out for Central boys’ 
volleyball, Olson said there remain 
some inequities in the level  of play 
among the conference teams.

“When we played Osseo,” she 
said referring to a 14-25, 14-25 loss 
at home on April 23 to the confer-
ence leaders, “they had a kid who 
had played semipro volleyball in 
another country.”

No school money is available to 
support the boys’ volleyball pro-
gram at Central. That comes from 
fundraising and grants, along with 
a $25 participation fee. There is no 
team bus, so players have to arrange 
their own transportation to games. 
They practice at the Jimmy Lee 
Recreation Center across the street 
from Central. Their team uniforms 
came courtesy of a friend of Olson’s 
who is in the sports apparel busi-
ness. 

“We got a great price,” said Olson, 
who does not earn a dime as the 
team’s volunteer coach.

Olson has also managed to use 
her girls’ volleyball program as a 
fundraising source. And never un-
derestimate the influence of social 
media. “We have a GoFundMe  
page,” she said. “We got $400 from 
it.”

Harding, which usually competes 
against Central as a St. Paul City 
Conference foe, also has club vol-
leyball teams. Its varsity was tied 
for fourth in the conference with 
a 3-1 record, including a win over 
the Minutemen. Henry Sibley has 
boys’ volleyball teams as well. Its 
varsity was sporting a 1-5 record in 
the North Conference race as of last 
week. 

Minneapolis has a varsity team 
composed of players from all of its 
public schools. It competes in the 
South Conference and was 5-1 so 
far this spring. 

The boys’ volleyball season will 
end with a state tournament on June 
1-3. 

Some say that offering another 
spring sport may reduce Central’s 
pool of male athletes for other 
sports. However, Olson said that 
nearly 70 percent of her players also 
compete in another spring sport. 
She added that most of the school’s 
coaches have been understanding. 
Still, having to sacrifice volleyball 
time for another sport can prove 
difficult at times.

“Volleyball is such a technical 
sport,” Olson said, “but we’ve been 
doing pretty well with that so far.”

Then again there’s the flip side. 
The addition of boys’ volley-
ball gives Central students a new  

option to play on a team. “I have six 
kids who are just volleyball players,” 
she said. “They don’t play any other 
sport.”

The hope, Olson said, is that af-
ter two or three years of playing at a 
club level, the Minnesota State High 

School League will approve boys’ 
volleyball as a sanctioned sport. 

“We think we can get some depth 
by the second year,” she said.“We’re 
a very viable sport. Volleyball is so 
prevalent in Minnesota.”

Six-foot-5 senior middle hitter/blocker Logan MacGowan serves dur-
ing boys’ volleyball practice at Central. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Spike in interest–Central joins first 
season of high school boys’ volleyball 

Center of attention–Scots’ Tucker primed for breakout year

Junior center fielder Majeur Tucker is continuing to do an outstanding job in the field 
and at the plate this spring for the Scots. Photo by Brad Stauffer



WEDNESDAY, may 9, 2018 	 VILLAGER	 page 27

With age comes wisdom.With age comes wisdom.

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University,  
Summit Hill, West End and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

UPCOMING bOOMers & beYOND seCtION:    
June 20

Space reservations due: June 14
to reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

(And with our special boomers & beyond section comes a lot of wise customers.)

so was everybody he called.”
The next call was to Jason Nickleby, head of officials for 

the MSHSL. Nickleby sent out an SOS for Thurow’s meet 
to anybody he could think of. “I told them all that we’d pay 
anything,” Thurow said.

There were no takers, so there was nothing left to do for 
Thurow but grab a gun, get authorized to be an official, learn 
to say, “On your mark, get set…” and then shoot for the sky. 

“Did you disqualify anybody?” Thurow was asked. 
“No,” he said with a laugh. “I was too worried that the gun 

wouldn’t go off.”
The one sport at Minnehaha that has not been affected 

much is tennis. The school’s courts were about the only 
usable sports facility on campus after the explosion. The 
Redhawks have been able to compete almost on schedule in 
tennis this spring. Next year will be different. The current 
plans call for the courts to be taken out as part of the school’s 
reconstruction project. 

“We’ve learned to be flexible around here,” Thurow said, 
“but I’m already discovering that alternative tennis courts are 
hard to find.”

SPA baseball keeping its head held high
Rob Thompson knew this would be an interesting season 

in his first year of succeeding Mike Brown as head baseball 
coach at St. Paul Academy. He was inheriting a very young 
team with just two starters back and only four seniors on 
the roster. Throw in the weather challenges and Thompson 

found that the plans he had laid out in February for his team 
had to be adjusted quickly.

“We have to be careful with what we do,” he said. “What 
we’ve discovered (in the five-inning doubleheaders) is we’ve 
had to use more pitchers—some in situations where we 
weren’t planning to use them.” 

SPA doesn’t have as big a pool of players as some other 
schools. “We’re being very careful with our arms,” Thompson 
said. “These are kids. It’s not worth risking an arm to win a 
game if they’re going to have to have Tommy John surgery 
down the road.”

Much has been made about the adults scrambling to find 
fields and get games in, but how are the kids holding up? 

“They’re just happy to be out there and playing,” 
Thompson said.

Thompson was asked about the changeover from Brown, 
whose time at SPA goes back decades. “This is what it must 
have been like to replace Tommy Lasorda (longtime Dodgers 
manager),” he said. 

Like his predecessor, Thompson is taking it all in stride and 
focusing on the big picture. “We would’ve liked a few more 
W’s,” he said, “but the kids are learning and getting better.”

Much ado about what?
At about 4:30 p.m. the other day, a fellow stopped in a local 

St. Paul restaurant for a bite to eat and a beer. He spotted a 
table in front of  a big-screen television where four guys who 
looked to be in their late 20s were wearing football jerseys of 
four different NFL teams. In front of this quartet were several 
sheets of paper with notes scrawled all over them. 

The group was preparing for the first round of the NFL 
draft, one of the great marketing successes of all time. The 
draft has spawned a cottage industry of “experts” who assess 
each NFL team and declare who they should draft first.

A quick check online found at least 30 different entities 
chiming in with their ideas and, later, their analyses. They 
ranged from a known commodity like Sports Illustrated to 
“The Viking Age” fansite, whose editor goes by the Twitter 
handle @MNVikingZombie. 

Few of these folks predicted cornerback Mike Hughes 
would be Minnesota’s first pick in the draft. Hughes played 
last year at the University of Central Florida, which went 13-0 
and won a bowl game. Central Florida was actually Hughes’ 
third college in three years. He started at North Carolina, 
was suspended for an incident at a frat house, went to a 
community college and then moved to UCF.

Hughes may or may not become a great player. The same 
could be said of the other players the Vikings drafted, most of 
whom were names we never heard of around these parts.

But then, the NFL’s genius is in getting people to care 
about players most of us have never heard of—even with all 
the college bowl games played in December and January. 
Drafting 19- to 22-year-old college players isn’t an exact 
science. In many cases, it’s a gamble, just a hunch based on a 
need at a certain position.

There isn’t much professional hockey, basketball and 
baseball can do to compete with this marketing coup. Still 
there is one thing: All three of those sports are currently 
playing actual games.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Erick Westerback has been named head coach of the St. 
Thomas Academy Nordic ski program. He succeeds Garry 
Loufek, who had been on the coaching staff for 18 years. West-
erback, who graduated from STA in 1982, also serves as head 
tennis coach for STA and Visitation, and is chair of the acad-
emy’s math department.

The St. Paul Department of Parks and Recreation is offering 
Summer Blast, a program for youths entering grades 1-6, from 
1-4 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays from June 18-August 
16. The program features crafts, art, tennis, cooking, swim-
ming, gym games, water fun, nature activities, fitness, kitchen 

science and more. For information on this and other summer 
activities, visit tinyurl.com/yallpuqu.

Dean Verdoes, a former Henry Sibley High School coach and 
athletic director, was recently inducted into the Minnesota 
High School Basketball Hall of Fame. He was part of the 1960 
Edgerton basketball team that went undefeated and won the 
state championship during the single-class era. The team was 
part of the inaugural Hall of Fame class of inductees, including 
Lindsay Whalen, Randy Breuer and Kevin McHale, who were 
introduced at a Minnesota Timberwolves game this spring. 

St. Thomas Academy skated to a 5-1 victory over Edina White 
to win the 2018 Junior Gold B State Hockey Tournament on 
March 18 in Minneapolis. Senior goalie Jack Killian stopped 
39 shots, while captain and senior center Patrick O’Meara 
scored two goals and senior forwards Cole Huettl and Jack 
Kubes combined for seven points for the Cadets. The cham-
pionship, STA’s second in three years, followed a hard-fought 
4-3 overtime win over Elk River in the semifinals. The Cadets 
capped a fantastic season with a 32-5 record, set a Junior Gold 
record with 172 goals, and had one of the lowest goals-against 
averages in the league. 

25b wright call

Sports Shorts

2018 Publication Dates & Deadlines
Visit our website at MyVillager.com for detailed information regarding each upcoming issue.
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Classifieds
home improvement
ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High 
quality work at affordable rates. 
Full service interior/exterior. Free 
estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality 
Interior/Exterior; 20+ years; good 
references. 651-207-2249 c. steve 
paintsmsp@gmail.com

QUALITY CARPENTRY; interior 
remodeling/exterior renovation. 
Licensed. Insured. Reasonable. 
John, 651-644-4957.

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. 
All types roofing/gutters. Siding, 
windows/skylights. Honesty and 
integrity for 50 years! Family 
owned, operated. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. #BC005456. 
Scott, 612-701-2209.

C A R P E N T RY / S H E E T R O C K . 
Framing. Remodeling. Tile. 
Profess ional .  Reasonable. 
Estimates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experi-
ence; painting, wallpaper, stain-
ing, texturing. Plaster repairs. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ 
years’. Exceptional experience. 
Licensed/insured. Martin, 612-
701-5394.

*NEIGHBORHOOD CONCRETE*
Sidewalks, Driveways, Patios, 
Repair. Jeff, 612-930-7071.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in resi-
dential roofing. Local references. 
Lic. #RR155317. Insured. Member 
BBB. Call 651-690-3956.

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTER JIM. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Wallpaper removal. Small 
painting jobs wanted. 612- 
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; 
FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU 
CAN TRUST.” MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Doors, Windows, 
Basements. Additions, Decks, 
Fences, Porches. Reasonable 
rates. Personal, professional, pro-
ficient. Free estimates. “Building 
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ 
experience. References. Free 
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
  238-1435. Bobcat work also.

DR. HOUSE does it all: from leaky 
faucets to new additions. I can 
save you money on electrical and 
plumbing. John, 651-231-5652.

CONCRETE WORK: Lawn steps, 
sidewalks, patios, driveways. Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

SUMMER FESTIVITIES
ATTENTION! Cal l ing al l 
Wedding Planners, Florists, 
Photographers, Decorators, 
Chefs, Caterers, Musicians, 
Restaurants, Event Venues, 
etc. Summertime festivities 
require your professional as-
sistance! Advertise yourself 
in Villager Classified Ads. 
Give us a call at 651-699-1462 
or send an email to wantads@
myvillager.com to schedule 
your Classified today! Hip Hip 
Hurray! 

estate sale
ESTATE/MOVING Sale: Quality 
furniture, antiques & house-
wares, Warren McKenzie pottery, 
framed art, Dickens Village items, 
tools, bicycles, garden stands & 
pots, lawn mower, sporting 
equipment, compact deep 
freeze, barn beams, low-mileage 
2005 Lexus LS430, free stuff. May 
11 and 12, 9am-5pm; 139 Otis 
Avenue.

bicycle SALE
HUGE BICYCLE Sale. All girl’s (chil-
dren’s) bikes: 12”, 16”, 20”. Good 
used condition, many with train-
ing wheels. Schwinn, Specialized, 
Trek, Huffy, many others. 4712 
37th Avenue South, Minneapolis, 
55406. Near the Falls. May 19-20, 
9am-5pm.

for sale  
MARY KAY Skin Care. Call 651-
698-2148, Julie.

for sale
*HANDMADE SIGNS*

Wooden signs handmade to 
order for gifts, business, sales, 
weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, chalkboard, 
etc. Also custom designed, small 
run, t-shirts, hoodies, tanks for 
any occasion you are promot-
ing. For more details, text 612- 
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

BLACK, KING size headboard, 
$85. 2 twin mattress sets with 
wheel frames, $150. 4-piece bed-
room set, excellent condition, 
$200. 2 complete twin bedding 
sets, $100. 6 drawer office desk, 
$25. Cash only. 651-454-7848.

PORTABLE AIR Oxygen “Inogen 
ONE63”. 32 months old, used 9 
months. Original box, invoice, 
power cord, car adapter, 8 hour 
battery. (Original $2495) $1000. 
Steve, 651-775-8902.

plant sales
VEGETABLES,  FLOWERS, 
HERBS AND PLANTS! Having a 
sale this Spring? Advertise in 
the Villager’s special cate-
gory! Contact us now to re-
serve your classified ad 
distributed to 104,000 con-
firmed readers. Ads are dirt 
cheap. Experience how it 
pays to blossom your sale for 
as little as $12 per issue. Call 
651-699-1462 or  emai l 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

real estate
FIRST TIME on the market in 50+ 
years. Classic 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
Colonial with 2 car garage. 
Located 16XX Pinehurst Avenue. 
FSBO asking $395k, call 651- 
699-1585.

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and an-
tique jewelry. We know and ap-
preciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

TOP CASH PAID! Older furniture 
and miscellaneous items wanted. 
651-227-2469. 

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jew-
elry. I make house calls. Mary, 
612-729-3110. 

wanted to buy
TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques, 
Furniture, Old Signs, Costume 
Jewelry, Gold, Silver. Housecalls. 
651-387-8780.

home improvement
WAGNER & LANG CONSTRUC-
TION. OVER 25 YEARS OF 
QUALITY REMODELING. SPECIA-
LIZING IN NEW KITCHENS AND 
BATHROOMS. WE KNOW OLD 
HOMES. MN Lic. #20074260. 
Dennis or Steve, 651-224-3565. 
waglang@hotmail.com

JON SCHUFMAN PAINTING. 
Quality painting, interior/exte-
rior, textured ceilings and water 
damage repairs. Local refer-
ences. Free estimates. Insured. 
Jonathan, 651-481-0402. 651-
263-8942.

LARRY’S PAINTING. Over 35 
years. Family owned! Interior/
Exterior. 651-222-4227.

Classified Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email wantads@myvillager.com 
Categories & more information available at 

www.myvillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 

5% discount for prepayment of 7 issues. 
10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 

All classifieds are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
Next Issue: May 23                                      Deadline: May 16

2 HAVE A PLAN

6 MARK PRICES CLEARLY

7 PRICE THINGS TO SELL

8 ADVERTISE IN THE VILLAGER!3 TEAM UP WITH NEIGHBORS

4 PLACE SIGNS EVERYWHERE

5 TIMING IS EVERYTHING

1 COLLECT CLUTTER
YEAR-ROUND

9 MARK PRICES DOWN ON 
THE LAST DAY

10 DON’T FORGET THE COOKIES 
AND LEMONADE

MAY 23 Deadline May 16 JUNE 6 Deadline May 30
JUNE 20 Deadline June 13 JULY 4 Deadline June 27

651-699-1462 • WantAds@MyVillager.com

GARAGE SALE TIPS
The key to a great garage 

sale is being organized. Here 
are 10 tips to follow before 

opening your garage or yard 
sale to the public.
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Service Directory
home service
*SPRING GUTTER CLEANING*

It’s that time of year again! 
Protect your roof and have your 
gutters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 
651-690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or repairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

SPRING CLEANING or moving? 
Miscellaneous Debris Hauling, 
Recycling, Disposal… Let us 
help. Fresh Start Services, 651- 
307-3337.

SHOWCASE HOME Painting. 
Meticulous, quality workman-
ship. Exterior, interior painting. 
Stripping, staining. Plaster, sheet-
rock repair. Texturing. Deck & 
fence staining. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. Call Martey for a free 
estimate, 651-917-7982. Fully 
insured.

WILLIE’S RUBBISH Hauling/small 
demolition. Garage/basement 
cleaning. Yard cleanups. 612- 
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

HOME INSPECTIONS
ARCHITECTURAL INSPECTIONS, 
LLC. Home Inspections by certi-
fied professional inspectors. 55 
years’ combined experience. 651-
432-4800.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
WELDING. Repairs, replacement, 
upgrades, modification. Trucks, 
trailers, equipment, machinery, 
hydraulics, electrical. Tom, 612-
414-8600.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, reliable, experienced. 
Estimates available. Ann, 651-
776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded 
and insured. References. 651- 
253-5561.

MB’s CLEANING SERVICE, toxic 
free, Feng Shui, organizing, 20 
years’ experience. 651-225-1960; 
www.mbscleaning.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, personal 
touch. 10+ years’ experience, ref-
erences. Anna, 612-328-2774.

HOUSECLEANING. SERVING your 
community for over 20 years. 
Molly & Rita, 612-414-9241.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING Service. 
Now Expanding. Mother & 
Daughter Team. Licensed/
Insured. 651-402-9839.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow
Our readers look to the 
Villager to find Landscaping 
and Lawn Care professionals. 
Few things add more curb ap-
peal than a thick, healthy 
lawn showcasing your beau-
tifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in 
the Lawn and Landscape 
Classified Ads in upcoming 
Villagers. Call 651-699-1462 or 
send an email to WantAds@
MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30 years. Local/family owned. 
Commercial/Residential. The 
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighbor-
hood. phminc@frontiernet.net 
w w w . M u r p h y s L a w n a n d 
Landscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. 
Design. Tree, shrub and plant 
knowledge, installation, grading, 
sodding, beds and gardens. Paver 
patios/walks/drives. Versa-Lok 
retaining walls. 651-227-2584; 
www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, 
estimates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

home improvement
BASEMENT WINDOWS. Energy 
Efficient. Replacement Windows 
& Glass Block. Free estimates. 
L i cense  #BC646746 .  651- 
208-8210. basementwindowguy.
com

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and 
column bases replicated plus 
other woodturning and wood-
working. 612-940-7591 or 
TheTurningPointWoodworks.
com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
aprons, walks, patios and walls. 
Mark, 763-607-3941.

HOUSE RENOVATION. Rotting 
wood, water damage, wet base-
ments. Decks, porches, fences, 
gutters, doors, windows, egress, 
toilets. Garage storage, painting, 
light fixtures, fans, switch timers, 
water supply lines. Smart, qual-
ity work satisfaction. 15+ years, 
references. Paul, 651-315-9826.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Spring/Free 
estimates. Steps, sidewalks, drive-
ways. Experienced. 651-208-8379.

home service
Our Home Services category 
offers handyman, moving, 
window cleaning, gutter serv-
ice, clean out services, haul-
ing, etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the Villager! 
Call 651-699-1462 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, 
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced. 
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. Since 
2004. Licensed & Insured. “A”  
rating at BBB & Angie’s List. John, 
651-387-2955. LIGHTHOUSE 
MOVING.COM

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 
29th year in Villager area. Fully 
insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

A L L  A M E R I C A N  O n e 
Construction. Stop leaks. Hail and 
storm damage. Licensed plumb-
ers and electricians working with 
us. Everything from basements to 
chimneys. Kitchens, bathrooms, 
all flooring (including hard-
wood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. 
Angie’s List! BBB. Free estimates. 
Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured 
for your peace of mind. Call us 
today. Free estimates. Call 651-
287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality 
work, 30 years’ experience. 651-
483-8581, Jerry. 

ReliableMaintenanceandRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handyman 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 
651-262-9765.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All 
general repairs, large and small 
projects; low rates; quality work. 
651-225-9942.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

EXPERT HANDYMAN. Can do just 
about anything! Call Rick, 651-
795-1672.

*FENCE ESTIMATES*
D.W. Fence, call Ed, 763-786-4691. Continued page 30

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

 “Stop the Spring Pest Invasion”
Locally Owned for 32 Years

952-432-2221
BugTech.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE   FREE ESTIMATES

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

CONCRETE WORKS

651-690-4243
HageConcrete.com

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
20 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
   Free Estimates

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

651-497-9891

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture

Fine Enameling
Cabinet Resurfacing

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™
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HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery/
Landscape Professional. Living 
Space  Landscapes .  S cot t 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787; 
www.landscapesbyscott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow 
Removal. Hedge trimming. 
Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. 
A Tree Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. 
In sured .  F ree  e s t imates . 
Removals, pruning, stumps. 
Brian, 612-735-9110. 

CC LAWN & SNOW, LLC. For All 
Four Seasons. Family owned and 
operated. Full service residential 
and commercial lawn care. Spring 
cleanups. Mowing, dethatching, 
aeration, edging, tree/bush trim-
ming, fertilizing, weed control, 
30 years’ experience. Licensed/
Insured. Free estimates. Please 
call Chris, 651-230-9614. cclawn 
andsnow@gmail.com

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mow-
ing. Lawn Care. Landscaping. 
20+ years in St. Paul. Call 651- 
695-1230.

MOWING. Per time, every other 
week, monthly. Customer sup-
plies mower. Jim, 612-202-5514. 

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $100/month. 651- 
276-4396. SorensenLawnCare.
com

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS graduate, 
reliable lawn mowing, trimming 
and blowing. Call Andrew, 651-
645-3940.

KERN LAWN Service/Landscaping. 
Since 1984. 651-207-5396. john@
kernlawnservice.com

FREDDIE’S LAWN. Commercial. 
Residential. Weekly/bi-weekly.
Mowing, fertilizing, dethatching. 
Low rates. Senior discounts. 651-
442-0993. freddieslawnandsnow.
com

L A N D S C A P E  R E N E W A L 
Specialists. Lawn, Landscape, 
Plants, Shrubs and Trees. Don’t 
redo, renew... save thousands. 
Fresh Start Services,  651- 
307-3337.

YARD CLEANUPS, shrub and 
brush removal. No job too small. 
Tom, 612-419-3247.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow
*SWEET GRASS LANDSCAPING*

Spring specials: cleanups and 
lawn service. Call Jim, 612- 
245-6932.

C O L L E G E  L AW N  S e r v i c e . 
Dependable and local lawn care. 
Weekly rates starting @ $20. Call 
Ron, 612-968-2639.

WE HAVE immediate openings 
for weekly mowing, spring clean-
ups and more. Contact Sam Rich 
Services today! Phone: 763-432-
2880, Web: samrichservices.com 
or Email: samrichservices@mail.
com

office/PROOFREADING
W R I T E  AWAY  C R E AT I V E . 
Transcr ipt ion/Typing/Copy 
Editing. Legal, academic, mem-
oirs, resumes. 651-690-4779.

personal service
STRESSING ABOUT a speech, 
wedding toast, commencement 
address …? Fret no more! Contact 
s p e e c h  c o a c h  D o n n a ; 
donnaspeak@aol.com

computer/internet  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On 
site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

COMPUTER REPAIR. Full serv-
ice Mac & PC. Computer Fixx, 
Highland. 651-207-8276. 474 
Hamline.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN, 
development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, 
invitations, brochures, etc. Fast, 
reasonable and local. 25+ years’ 
experience. Text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

health & fitness
T R A N S F O R M A T I O N A L 
BODYWORK. Potent, intuitive 
bodywork sessions, astrology 
counseling, BEMER technology! 
Call for a free 8-minute BEMER 
session. Living in tune makes such 
a difference! 651-505-3773. 
HunaVaruna.net

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

sewing/tailoring
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 
South Cleveland. 651-698-6117. 
highlandtailors.com

Continued

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Gary  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349                                                  

Don Rhoades Electric                                                  
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

39 years exp. -  free estimates
 612-386-7366 lic# EA000530

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

Over 35 years experience

 651-341-8728 Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Chad Arneson Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting, LLC
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings 
Finish Carpentry

MORAN’S
Hardwood Flooring LLC

Installation and
Refinishing

Licensed, bonded & insured
Call today for

a free estimate!

TOM MORAN
(651) 335-6388

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING,
SIDING &
WINDOWS

Residential & Commercial
Since 1988

Free Estimates • References
651-482-0070
AustadConstruction.com

#BC320318

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough 
Tree Service 

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence 
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Like us on 

at TheVillagerMN
& join the conversation.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured      Lic. #RR155317 ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing
651-690-3956

❖
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H
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T
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Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting
612.850.0325
greg@chileen.com

ChileenPainting.com

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage Repair
Historical Restoration • Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

CHIMNEY
REPAIR

LeskeMasonry.com
651699-7089  Since 

1954MN Lic BC648226
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Service Directory
entertainment/music
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; wed-
dings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana 
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. 
Suzuki/Traditional. Classical/
Popular. All Ages. Gene Swanson, 
651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO Lessons in cozy 
home. Also jazz/blues. Trish,  
651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? 
Excellent Service. Call/Text Torger, 
651-230-0193.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME/job share, 20 + hours 
weekly, flexible. Small office, 
Highland area. Variety of duties. 
Computer skills, accounting and 
Quickbooks knowledge a must. 
Worldwide order processing and 
customer service. Salary DOQ. 
Email resume to: AMJ@lidcoprod-
ucts.com

SENIOR INTERNATIONAL Trade 
Manager. The Scoular Company. 
Minneapolis, MN. Responsible for 
operating & growing the export 
trade flow of company-sourced 
& -supplied grains & executing 
daily internat’l commodities trad-
ing activities. Coordinate with 
Director to design & implement 
export strategy for export supply 
chains; negotiate purchasing & 
sales prices, terms of sale, & com-
modity positions; analyze limits 
of risk, cash, & consignee con-
tract exposure around near-term 
macroeconomic drivers, govern-
mental trade policy changes, & 
global price dynamics. Domestic 
& internat’l travel req. up to 30% 
of the time. Requires: Bachelor’s 
degree in Bus. or related field 
plus 7 years of exp. as an agricul-
tural commodities trader (generic 
and specialty) for the shipment of 
containers. Demonstrated success 
in driving new project develop-
ment for grain container trans-
load/handling facilities within 
U.S. for purpose of augmenting 
supply chain solutions to foreign 
markets. Mail resumes to Jennifer 
Hudson, 2027 Dodge St., Omaha, 
NE 68102.

HELP WANTED
AGE 55+ WORKERS needed for 
part-time custodial/groundskee-
ping work at Fort Snelling State 
Park. Contact Green View 651-
639-1913.

CPA SOLE PROPRIETOR needs 
some help with partnership and 
corporate tax preparation. 651-
398-8463.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. Equal housing 
opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BR apartment 
homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental 
information on several commu-
nities professionally managed 
by Mid Continent Management 
Corp. 

HIGHLAND PARK room for rent. 
$500. Call 701-260-9969; 651- 
425-8910.

614 GRAND AVENUE. 2200 sq. ft. 
condo located on the 2nd floor. 
3BR, 1BA. Large living and din-
ing rooms with screened porch 
overlooking Grand Avenue. 
Lovely, quiet courtyard with gas 
grill. One off-street parking spot. 
Walkable to all Grand Avenue 
has to offer! Cats ok. Dogs under 
25lbs. Call 612-840-7977. $2390 
plus electric. In unit washer/dryer.

for rent commercial

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE space with 
private entrance. Approximately 
1000 sq. ft. 1759 Selby Avenue. 
651-917-9296.

961 GRAND AVENUE, 2nd floor 
office. Professional Office Suites, 
300-600 sq. ft. Affordable Rates, 
Call 612-810-2281.

AUTHOR QUERY
LOOKING FOR anecdotes as to 
how people have learned things 
the hard way, e.g. snafus with el-
dercare; stumbling blocks in get-
ting a degree; victim of crime and 
no guidance, etc. Legal and med-
ical issues welcome. Respond to: 
managed.difficulties@gmail.com

LAWN
CARE

•Complete Lawn Maintenance 
•Clean-ups •Landscape

•Weed Control
“We do it all”

Call Andrew
 651-587-0141
TrierweilerLS.com

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

      Jake’s
          Complete

MOWING
& CLEANUPS

 Lawn Service

 (612) 210-3769

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

  I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this (one word per blank):

 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 Home Improvements
 Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services
 Computer/Internet
 Insurance

 Professional Services
 Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �

 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
 Roommates
 Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

WANT AD WORKSHEET
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

Check Classification Here

$15.60

$20.40

$25.20

00.00

$12.00 minimum

$16.80

$21.60

$26.40

00.00

$13.20

$18.00

$22.80

$27.60

00.00

$14.40

$19.20

$24.00

$28.80

00.00

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check 
or credit card. Please email or deliver your ad to: wantads@myvillager.com, 

757 Snelling Avenue South, St. Paul, MN 55116. For more information, call 651-699-1462.

    Satisfied Customers

Call Us
612.709.4980

      Check us out at: smithcole.com
Google.com    BBB.org

Smith Cole Delivers:
	 •	Integrity				•	Punctuality			•	Craftsmanship			•	Responsiveness

and…
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Leske Masonry
651699-7089
www.leskemasonry.com

REPAIR
     Family Owned and Operated Since 1954

“We Stop Leaky Chimneys”

• TUCKPOINTING & REBUILDING
• BRICK, FOUNDATION & MASONRY WORK
• BASEMENT WALL REPAIR
• WATERPROOFING

MN Lic BC648226
•   Fully Insured

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

For Rent Commercial

Modern Midway Office Space. 1600 sf. Large open area plus up to 5 offices. Very 
energy efficient. Superior indoor air quality. Shared conference room. Easy access to I-94 and 
light rail. Ample parking. $2133 per month plus CAM. TI allowance to customize. Available 
immediately. Agents welcome. 1375 St. Anthony Avenue. Contact Gerry Flannery, 651-225-1105.

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

35 Years Experience
Repair & Rebuild

651-373-1264
Lic#BC319518             Insured

Panian Construction



 

cbburnet.com Making Making 

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miKE & tom DiStAD
612-275-1343

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-690-8536

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SuE JoHnSon
651-329-1264

SArAH KinnEY
651-282-9621

SHAWn LEEtZ
651-373-8984

KAtHrYn KEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

mArY mcnAnEY
KnuDSEn

651-690-8578

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

riCHArD bErGEr
651-282-9649

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

SuE niCHoLS
651-491-0882

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

KriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

nestled in nature!
Truly magnificent 3 BR, 3 BA sanctuary 
on .80 acre of private wooded splendor. 
Main floor Family Room and luxurious 
Owner’s Suite with whirlpool. 
Sparkling skylights, 2 fire-
places, walk-out lower level, 
3-Car. 1903 Hunter Lane.

joe uebel 
651-341-3599 • $679,900

1709 Bohland avenue
Sun filled home on beautiful Bohland Avenue. 
Only three owners. Grand piano sized living 
room with fireplace. Formal dining room. First 
floor family room opens to kitchen.
Nice sized main flr BRs. Upper level
BR, and LL BR with egress wndw.
Amusement room with fireplace.

  kAren keljik
612-414-3245/CAll/text

historic row house!
This beautiful brick end unit, built in 1882, has 
been completely restored. Features include over 
3,000 fsf, 3/BR, 3/BA, 2 fireplaces, arched and 
stained glass wndws, high-end 
appls and great details. Currently a 
duplex, but could be easily convert-
ed to single family. 198 Kent St.

SArAH kinney 
651-282-9621 • $795,000

stunning contemporary!    
This 4-level townhouse includes: Updated 
kitchen & bath, exposed brick, 15 ft ceilings, 
fireplace, A/C and 2/C garage with 2 off street 
parking spots. True urban liv-
ing, just steps from the Farmers 
Market, Saint’s games and art 
crawl. 373 Kellogg Blvd.

SArAH kinney 
651-282-9621 • $379,000

converted mansion!
Elegant 3-level condo with panoramic 
river bluff views, original parlor, library 
& dining room all meticulously restored.  
Features include 2,517 sqft, 
2 BR, 3 BA, fabulous com-
mon areas and a 2/c garage. 
302 Summit Ave.

SArAH kinney 
651-282-9621 • $670,000

stunning!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed for 
comfortable everyday living 
as well. 5 fireplaces, 9 BA’s, 
and an 8 car heated garage.  

 jim burton 
651-690-8556 • $3,999,000

room to roam!!!
3020 Pine Ridge Drive: Spacious 3 bed-
room rambler with a large fenced yard and 
triple garage. It features a newer kitchen 
and main floor bath, a main 
floor family room with wood 
burning fireplace and fabu-
lous Eagan location. 

 jim burton 
651-690-8556 • $335,000

SOLD

1175 colette!    
3BR, 2BA home walking distance to the Village.  
The home features two updated BA’s and a nice 
updated kitchen with granite countertops. The 
LL has been refinished with 
an office, family room and 
guest room. Great opportu-
nity in a great neighborhood.

mike & tom diStAd 
612-432-4771 • $279,900

historic 251 summit!    
Unbelievable opportunity to live in the Summit 
Ave. Historic District! This condo is part of the 
Horace P. Rugg Mansion built in 1887 and 
boasts 4000 sq. ft. with 3 
spacious BR’s on one level 
with 3 baths and a separate 
2 car garage.  A must see!

mike & tom diStAd 
612-432-4771 • $775,000

JUST

LIS
TED!

COMING

SOON!

crocus hill masterpiece!    
Double lot in prime location close to res-
taurants, and Grand Avenue. This Clarence 
Johnston designed home is sure to impress! 
9 bedrooms/7 baths, 5 fire-
places, and architectural 
details galore. A must see!
www.EnjoyCrocusHill.com   

kriStA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $945,000

mid-century modern laKe home!    
This home is sure to impress, a perfect 10 both 
inside and out! Maghogany cabinetry, commer-
cial grade flooring, new Andersen windows and 
more can be found in this walk-
out rambler on the lake!
www.MidCenturyLakeHome.com

kriStA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,200,000

walK-out ramBler!    
Sleek lines combined with functional 
space make this home sure to impress.
Luxurious main floor master suite features 
steam shower, whirlpool tub 
and walk-in closet. 3 car 
heated garage and more!
www.MahtomediCharmer.com    

kriStA Wolter 
612-247-5106 • $559,900

NEW

PRIC
E!

NEW

PRIC
E!

non-M
LS

450 mount curve Boulevard
Spacious 4BR, 2BA home just blocks 
from the river. Enjoy copious daylight, refin-
ished hardwood floors, and graciously sized 
rooms which are wonderful for 
entertaining. All bedrooms on 
the upper level. Don’t miss the 
chance to call this home!  

tom edelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300

COMING

SOON!

1708 laurel avenue
Historic elegance in Merriam Park East! Gorgeous, 
expertly maintained, 4BR, 3BA home with updates 
throughout. Features third floor family room with 
vaulted ceilings, front porch, and 
spacious fenced backyard! In a 
fantastic neighborhood just minutes 
from shops and restaurants.  

Henry edelStein crs
651-690-8536

new highland list!  
Completely renovated cape cod with state of the 
art open kitchen/FR concept with main flr master 
suite addition is a stunner! Still keeping all the 
charm and integrity of the 40’s 
with finished LL and upper expan-
sion. 5BR’s, 4BA’s, 3 FP’s-space 
for everyone…60 wide corner lot!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

steps to the village!  
Completely remodeled with 2-story kitchen 
and master addition has everything new. 
Large open space offers 4BR’s and two full 
BA’s or 3BR’s and an office.  
Barn doors with great mix of 
woods, privacy fenced yard – 
state of the art decor!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

great northern’s own James J. hill!  
This unit complete with 2BRs, 1BA, and 2 
garage spaces offers walls of windows, river 
views, and vaulted ceilings. Secure building 
with all amenities - Walkable 
to all that is Lowertown - 
Absolutely smashing!

lolly mCneely SAlmen 
612-810-4138

SOLD
SOLD

1752 stanford avenue
By combining a customized market-
ing plan with knowledge of the cur-
rent market, we helped these sellers 
achieve success! Let us 
put our knowledge & exper-
tise to work for you, too!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue joHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264

796 west cottage avenue
Tucked away in a quiet area of Como, 
this gem features updated kitchen, 
hardwood floors, spa-
cious back yard, 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths.  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue joHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264

SOLD
COMING

SOON!

pristine macgroveland!
1.5 story. 3+BRs 3 BA. Formal living 
& dining, new eat in kitchen, beautiful 
hardwood floors. Upper master suite. 
Newly finished lower level 
drain tiled, plus bath & 
egress window and many 
more updates.  

www.noyesrealestateGroup.com 
651-233-0748


