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Wet Paint artist's class in
Ukrainian Easter eggs will
benefit war-torn country

By ANNE MURPHY

ustin Terlecki has been decorating

Easter Eggs in the Ukrainian tradi-

tion of pysanky since his childhood

in Youngstown, Ohio. After moving
to the Twin Cities nearly 25 years ago,
the Lowertown artist has continued the
tradition through his annual demonstra-
tions and classes at Wet Paint, the art
supply store at 1684 Grand Ave. where he
has worked since 1999.

This spring his class has taken on
even greater meaning with the war in
Ukraine. “I've felt helpless,” Terlecki said
of the war. “But by celebrating Ukraine’s
culture and bringing awareness of this
beautiful tradition, it feels like 'm doing
something.”

Terlecki will be conducting a virtual
class in pysanky for beginners on Satur-
day, April 9. The five-hour class costs $34,
and all of the fees and any additional do-
nations will be sent to the Ukrainian Red
Cross, according to Scott Fares, co-owner
of Wet Paint.

“We didn’t think twice about dedicat-
ing the event to the people of Ukraine,”
Fares said. “Justin’s Ukrainian egg paint-
ing classes and demonstrations have
been special. People love to watch him
work through the intricate process of
making these beautiful eggs while simul-
taneously hearing the story of his fam-
ily tradition of creating them growing

Grand Ave. shop Keeps Ukrainian folk art alive
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Artist Justin Terlecki displays his personal collection of handcrafted Ukrainian Easter Eggs in the
classroom at Wet Paint Artists’ Materials & Framing, 1684 Grandi Ave. pHoTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

up. We had been looking forward to cel-
ebrating a kind of return to normal with
this year’s class, but this year is anything
but normal.”

“I think it’s amazing,” Terlecki said.
“(Wet Paint has) been very supportive.
They think of my egg decorating as a
springtime tradition and this year as es-
pecially important. I don’t have words to
convey the feelings I have.”

Terlecki has found it painful to watch
news reports of the war. “I haven’t been
to Ukraine, but growing up in Ukrainian
churches, I know how beautiful their ar-
chitecture is,” he said. His Youngstown
grade school was connected to a Byzan-
tine Ukrainian church. “I grew up with
beautiful icons,” he said. “I was an altar
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Saint Paul reaches for
status quo in drawing

new ward boundaries

Critics contend plan falls short
in promoting racial minorities

By JANE MCCLURE

aint Paul’s Charter Commission voted
Slz-l on March 16 to approve new bound-

aries for the city’s seven wards despite a
late appeal for an alternative plan that advo-
cates argued would provide greater opportu-
nities for Saint Paul’s racial minorities.

The approved plan keeps the boundaries of
the city’s seven wards similar to their existing
ones. The alternative plan backed by Com-
mon Cause of Minnesota, Concordia Univer-
sity professor Bruce Corrie and Hamline Uni-
versity professor David Schultz would greatly
alter the boundaries, especially for wards 1, 2
and 3 (see maps on page 2).

Advocates of the Common Cause plan said
that their Ward 1 would unite the diverse
neighborhoods of Frogtown and the area
north and east of the Capitol with the diverse
Summit-University neighborhood while
ceding the mostly white neighborhoods of
Snelling-Hamline and Lexington-Hamline.
That would boost Ward 1’s BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous and People of Color) population
from 35 to 37.2 percent, they said.

Similarly, Common Cause’s new Ward 2
would connect the African immigrant com-
munities at the west end of West Seventh
Street with the Black and Hispanic areas on
the West Side while ceding the majority-
white Summit Hill neighborhood to Ward
3. That would boost Ward 2’s BIPOC popu-
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Plan is pitched to replace Twin Cities’ stretch of I-94 with boulevard

Shops, transit, bike and
walking paths would fill
7.5-mile freeway trench

By JANE MCCLURE

ethinking 1-94, an effort by the Min-
nesota Department of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT) to reimagine the 7.5

miles of interstate between the downtowns
of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, is expected

HOME IMPROVEMENT

TEACHERS' STRIKE AVERTED
Saint Paul Federation
of Educators agrees to
new contract»3

to culminate this summer with a host of op-
tions for rebuilding a roadway that now av-
erages between 114,000 and 167,000 vehicles
per day.

Those ideas are likely to include Re-
connect Rondo’s proposal to build a land
bridge over the freeway between Lexing-
ton Parkway and Dale Street. Our Streets
Minneapolis would like MnDOT to also
consider removing 1-94 entirely and re-
placing it with Twin Cities Boulevard. Our
Streets presented its concept earlier this
month in a program at Macalester College
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and is scheduled to appear in April before
the Union Park District Council’s transpor-
tation committee.

Alex Burns, transportation policy coor-
dinator for Our Streets Minneapolis, said
MnDOT has provided the Twin Cities with
an opportunity. “We could perpetuate
the status quo and rebuild a freeway that
would last for another 60 years,” he said.
Or the Twin Cities could consider the inter-
ests of the people who live and work along
1-94 by filling in the trench and creating a
boulevard that is connected to the neigh-

borhood street grid, he added.

Burns described a wide strip of biking
and walking paths, neighborhood busi-
nesses and new transit options where the
freeway now runs. “We need to create a
vision while there is still time to do so,” he
said.

When 1-94 was constructed in the 1960s,
it displaced densely populated neighbor-
hoods all along its length, including parts
of Merriam Park and the old Rondo neigh-
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lation from 37.7 to 42.2 percent, according to Common
Cause. Common Cause also wanted to extend Ward 3
north and eastinto Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline
and Summit Hill, and to extend Ward 4 south into Macal-
ester-Groveland and northeast into the Como area.

“The Common Cause map is the best for inclusion and
shared governance,” said Corrie, a former director of Saint
Paul’s Department of Planning and Economic Develop-
ment. He called the plan “neighborhood-centric.”

“Saint Paul is a majority non-white municipality with
distinct racial housing patterns,” said Schultz, an expertin
election law. “A fair redistricting plan is one that enhances
representation for communities of color and offers resi-
dents the best protection for their right to vote. The Com-
mon Cause map recognizes the racial housing patterns
and would strengthen the voting rights of people of color
better than any other proposed alternative.”

Despite the assertion of Schultz and others, the U.S.
Census Bureau reports that Saint Paul’s population is 50.7
percent white (or 55.2 percent when counting Hispanic
and Latino people who also identify as white), 19.1 percent
Asian, 15.5 percent Black or African, 9 percent Hispanic or
Latino, 1 percent American Indian, and 6.3 percent two or
more races.

Though the City Council reviewed the new ward bound-
aries on March 23, the Charter Commission’s boundaries
are final barring a legal challenge. The council did review
and approve new precinct boundaries and polling loca-
tions, which reduce the city’s 95 precincts to 87.

Among the changes in the new ward map is the exten-
sion of Ward 3 southeast into the Victoria Park area, which
was formerly in Ward 2. Ten blocks of Macalester-Grove-
land that had been in Ward 3 have been moved to Ward 4.
Ward 1 now includes the neighborhood around Oakland
Cemetery, which was in Ward 5. Ward 1 also extends east
of Summit Avenue to Irvine Avenue, which was in Ward
2. Ward 2 now includes the Railroad Island neighborhood
northeast of downtown that was in Ward 5. Meanwhile,
Ward 5 has shifted east into an old area of Ward 6 and west
to include all of the area around Lake Como.

The Charter Commission considered half a dozen dif-
ferent redistricting plans. Prepared by consultants from
Park Street Public, the goal of the plans was to balance the
wards’ populations, keep communities of color and eth-
nicity together, and establish precinct lines and polling
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The new boundaries of Saint Paul's seven wards as approved by the
Charter Commission (above). Pictured below are the boundaries of
the seven wards as proposed by Common Cause of Minnesota.

places that did not inconvenience voters. According to Da-
vid Heller of Park Street, the seven wards in the approved
plan are all within about 83 of the average population of
44,500.

Dozens of people commented on the redistricting plans
at public hearings and in written testimony. Some plans
were criticized for their jagged lines, others for splitting
planning districts or neighborhood associations. A suc-
cessful push was made by several Summit Hill residents to
keep all of that neighborhood in Ward 2.

“It helps us to be in one ward, to better advocate for our
organization,” agreed Lexington-Hamline Community
Council president Jesse Hennum.

While Lexington-Hamline and Summit Hill remain in-
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ost of what we know, our wisdom and knowledge has been passed to us
through life experience. More specifically through storytelling.
Your story comes from the experiences you have had, the laughter, the tears, the h
moments of pure joy and the moments of heartbreak. Your story is still being written.
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tact, the Macalester-Groveland and Union Park districts
remain split between two wards. The West 7th/Fort Road
Federation, mostly in Ward 2 before, is now split among
Wards 2,3 and 1.

Longtime Charter Commission member Bridget Faricy
cast the sole vote against the redistricting plan and re-
signed from the commission after the meeting. “The cen-
sus data bears out that Saint Paul is no longer a majority
white city,” Faricy said in her resignation letter. “Consid-
ering that the census was conducted during a pandemic
and was politicized by the Trump administration, the di-
versity is likely even greater.”

According to Faricy, the Common Cause plan would
have strengthened the political clout of communities of
color. Leaving the ward boundaries largely unchanged,
she said, “continues the systemic racism that has under-
served our communities of color and immigrant commu-
nities.”

Faricy objected to the tight timeline the Charter Com-
mission worked under. Work on the 2020 U.S. Census was
completed later than usual, and that was partly due to the
pandemic. As a result, the new boundaries of the state leg-
islative and federal Congressional districts were not an-
nounced until February 15, leaving the Charter Commis-
sion with a little over a month to draw the new ward and
precinct boundaries. The commissioners set to work im-
mediately and held three public hearings before the final
vote.

Faricy noted that after the 2010 U.S. Census, the Char-
ter Commission met for several months before approving
a redistricting plan. She said the commission should have
sought an extension this year.

“IfThad my druthers, I would’ve had more hearings and
more time,” said Charter Review Committee chair Mat-
thew Freeman. However, he and Charter Commission
chair Brian Alton said the commission needed to have the
redistricting plan in place before the City Council meeting
on March 23.

The statutory deadline for the redistricting plan was
March 29—19 weeks before the primary election. City
Council president Amy Brendmoen said the council was
willing to call a special meeting after March 23 to review
the plan. “I made it clear to the chair that with notice, the
council can call a meeting anytime,” she said, “so it was
not appropriate to use the deadline as an excuse to rush
through the process.”
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Members of the
Saint Paul Federa-
tion of Educators
demonstrated
outside Highland
Park Middle School
on the first day of
the teachers' strike
back in March of
2020.
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St. Paul teachers agree to contract,
avoid 2nd strike in as many years

By Casey Ek

age and salary increases, more
mental health staff, maintain-
ing the cap on class sizes and

a one-time payment of $3,000 for every
teacher who continued to work during
the two years of the pandemic are includ-
ed in the new two-year contract between
the Saint Paul Federation of Educators
(SPFE) and the Saint Paul Public Schools.
The 4,000-member teachers’ union voted
overwhelmingly on March 16 to ratify the
agreement and avoid a second teachers’
strike in as many years.

Federation president Leah VanDassor
called the agreement “pretty solid” prior
to the union’s vote, though she said she
would have liked a larger hourly wage in-
crease for educational support staff. As it
is, educational assistants (EAs) will receive
an average 13.5 percent increase in their
hourly wages.

Teachers and school and community
service professionals got a 2 percent sal-
ary increase in each of the two years. The
contract increases the employer contribu-
tion for health insurance coverage and the
employer match on 403b plans. It also pro-
vides for the hiring of six additional school
psychologists at a cost of $650,000.

Saint Paul Superintendent Joe Gothard
declined to answer any questions from
MpyVillager about the contract. However,
in a statement on the district’s website,
Gothard described the agreement as “fair”
and “equitable.”

Gothard wrote: “Our staff, students,
families and administrators all want Saint
Paul Public Schools to be the best district it
can be, and the only way we can do that is
by working together.”

“(School district negotiators) had come
to the table with alot of removallanguage,”
VanDassor said. “For teachers, there was a
lot of defending of what we already had (in
the previous two-year contract).”

The new contract maintains most of
the caps on class sizes. However, it lowers
the maximum class size in grades 1-3 from
28 to 27 (or from 26 to 25 in high-poverty
schools) and in grade 9 from 37 to 36 (35 in
high-poverty schools). It also continues to
guarantee recess time for students.

The new contract comes as the district
is projecting a nearly $43 million deficit for
the 2022-23 school year, driven in part by
a projected drop of roughly 1,900 students
from the 33,365 students enrolled in the

“(School district
negotiators) had come
to the table with a lot of
removal language. For
teachers, there was a lot
of defending of what we
already had.”

district this year.

The Saint Paul School Board is expected
to vote on the contract on April 19. If ap-
proved by the board, the contract will be
good through June 2023. The school dis-
trict had not released the total cost of the
new contract before press time, but prior
to the agreement with the teachers it had
projected wage increases for SPFE employ-
ees to total around $12.6 million. The mon-
ey for the one-time payments of $3,000 is
coming from the federal American Rescue
Plan fund.

School Board chair Jim Vue was relieved
that the district was able to avoid a strike.
A teachers’ strike like the one in the Min-
neapolis Public Schools would have been
counterproductive, he said.

That is a sentiment shared by the Min-
nesota Parent Union. Rashad Turner,
president of the Parent Union, could not
be reached for comment, but prior to the
agreement in Saint Paul the Parent Union
stated: “Parents and community leaders
are frustrated with the (teachers’) unions’
repeated attempts to overlook the out-
comes our kids are getting in both the Saint
Paul Public Schools and Minneapolis Pub-
lic Schools.”

VanDassor acknowledged that teach-
ers’ strikes are difficult for all involved, but
insisted that the caps on class sizes would
have been worth the fight. “Not having
class size limits in place, especially at the
secondary level, is something a lot of par-
ents haven’t experienced,” VanDassor said.
“We have to have (manageable class sizes).
It’s important for all our families to have
that relationship with teachers.”

Vue and VanDassor agreed that the suc-
cess of the recent round of negotiations
may be a sign of better things to come be-
tween management and the rank and file.
They said it gave them hope that nego-
tiations on the next teachers’ contract will
notbe as acrimonious.
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AT ST. PAUL-REFORMATION

Wherever you are on your
journey of faith, you are
welcome here. If you have
been away from the Church
-, during Covid, now is a great

§ time to return. Join us as

we celebrate the passion and
resurrection of Christ this

Holy Week and Easter at St.

Paul-Reformation:
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Blessing of Palms
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Holy Monday - Holy Wednesday, April 11-13
5:00 p.m. Daily Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Good Friday, April 15
7:00 p.m. Proper Liturgy and Adoration of the Cross

The Great Vigil of Easter, April 16
7:00 p.m. First Eucharist of Easter with Fire Artists

The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Sunday, April 17
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir and Organ

\ ST. PAUL-REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
W\ I N THE CITY FOR GOOD

) 100 Oxford Street North, Saint Paul + www.stpaulref.org
651-224-3371
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HOME OR OFFICE REMODEL
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WAY HOME
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of working adults wished

that they had more time to spend
with friends & family.

Free up your time & get
a beautiful yard in one.

Spring Cleanup
Hedge Trimming

Lawn Care « Mulch
Woman-Owned & Family-Run

Insured - Call today!

R

651.219.3668

Four Seasons Yard Work

ROAD WORK
SUMMER OF 2022

Now taking in mowers and
Equip. Tune up now! §STPAUL.GOV/
Avoid the road repair! PRIORAVE
OPEN FOR BUSINESS Pl T

We service most makes and sell NEW'!
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444 N. Prior * St. Paul 55104 ¢ 651-645-1443  Pickup & Delivery
Visit our website: www.merriamparkrepair.com  « Established 1989 *

IECHD

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR

EGHO OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
1

ROAD
PROJECT

* Knowledgeable sales and service staff
* Products assembled, gassed-up and ready fo go
* Instruction on proper usage

3 9 |
Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior  St. Paul. 55104 « (651) 645-1443
Visit our website: MerriamParkRepair.com

Pickup & Delivery
e Established 1989 «

HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8AM - 5PM

Saturday: 9AM - 1PM

City accepts feds’ help in beefing up police force

By JANE McCLURE

ith the help of new fed-
Weral funds, Saint Paul will
be adding up to 30 police

officers, replacing over 1,200 public
safety radios and stepping up efforts
to reverse the rising incidence of car-
jackings and gunshots fired. The City
Council on March 23 also voted to re-
vise the qualifications for a new chief
of police in an attempt to broaden the
search for a successor to retiring Chief
Todd Axtell.

The Reverend James Thomas, lead-
er of the Black Ministerial Alliance,
and Tyrone Terrell, president of the
African American Leadership Coun-
cil, urged the City Council to remove
the requirement that police chief can-
didates have supervisory experience
in a law enforcement department
with at least 500 officers. Without
that change, they said, only two Black
law enforcement officers in the state
would be eligible for the job.

Terrell told the council that among
Blacks, the post of police chief is the
most important job in the city. “Our
community is the most impacted by
crime,” he said. “Our community has
been most impacted by police shoot-
ings.”

“We do want to have a person who
is connected to our community,”
Thomas said.

The City Council was unanimous
in agreeing with the change. Ward 2
City Council member Rebecca Noeck-
er said itisimportant to cast as wide a

net as possible.

The other qualifications for Saint
Paul’s new police chief remain. Can-
didates must have at least four years
of administrative-level experience
as a police chief, deputy chief com-
mander or the equivalent. And that
experience must be in a metropolitan
area with at least 200,000 residents.

The council also heard from several
members of ISAIAH, who urged city
leaders to take their time in the hir-
ing process and consider a chief with
a background in social services, men-
tal health and working with diverse
communities.

The City Council voted 4-2 to accept
a $3.75 million federal COPS (Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services)
grant. The grant, which will assist in
the hiring of up to 30 new police of-
ficers, must be matched by the city
with an outlay of at least $1.8 million
per year for the next three years.

Council members Noecker, Amy
Brendmoen, Dai Thao and Chris Tol-
bert voted to accept the grant, Mitra
Jalali and Nelsie Yang voted against
it, and Jane Prince was absent. Thao
cited the recent uptick in carjackings
and violent crime in supporting the
grant. Jalali and Yang have consis-
tently supported more nontraditional
law enforcement measures. Jalali said
she was also concerned about the fi-
nancial implications for the city once
the federal money runs out.

Mayor Melvin Carter has expressed
support for the COPS grant, which is
from the U.S. Department of Justice.

The city’s match will come from fed-
eral American Rescue Plan dollars.

The COPS grant will supplement
the city’s plan to hire 80 new po-
lice officers in the coming months
through the two police academies
that are being conducted in Saint Paul
this year. That plan does not increase
the police department’s authorized
strength of 619 officers, but is meant
to fill vacancies. The department is
currently at 589 officers, a number
that includes more than 50 recent
hires. However, the police are antici-
pating more retirements.

The Saint Paul Police Department
initially applied for the COPS grant
without vetting it with the council.
That prompted the council to make
technical changes in how city depart-
ments apply for outside funding.

Saint Paul and Ramsey County offi-
cials recently announced other public
safety measures that will be coming
with the help of federal funding. They
include almost $2 million to replace
about 1,300 hand-held and vehicle
radios used by Saint Paul police offi-
cers, firefighters and emergency med-
ical personnel.

A $900,000 federal grant will go to
a Ramsey County violence prevention
project that focuses on such crimes as
carjackings and gunshots fired. That
project is directed at the people who
are most at risk of becoming involved
in violent criminal activity. It includes
such interventions as jobs and skills
training and substance abuse coun-
seling.

1< UKRAINIAN EASTER EGGS

boy. It’s so upsetting to realize that towns and buildings
that have been around for centuries are now destroyed,
not to mention the many thousands of people who have
been harmed by this unnecessary war.

“In Ukrainian culture, there is such an emphasis on
beauty and design in traditional folk clothing, pysanky
and church icons. Growing up, my grandparents would
talk about how importantitis to keep Ukrainian traditions
alive. They’d talk about how Russia wanted to absorb the
culture. Keeping the tradition of pysanky alive honors my
grandparents and the rich heritage of Ukraine.”

Terlecki earned a BFA in painting and printmaking from
Youngstown State University. Not long after moving to the
Twin Cities, he ventured into the Ukrainian Gift Shop in
Minneapolis. There he met Luba Perchyshyn, a member of
the family that founded the shop. “I was star-struck,” Ter-
lecki said. “I was so honored to meet her.”

Back in Youngstown when decorating eggs at their
school, Terlecki and his classmates were shown a filmstrip
about pysanky. Remarkably, the person demonstrating
the art was Perchyshyn. Terlecki and his classmates used
to joke that they needed to do their Ukrainian Easter eggs
the Luba way. “I had no idea Luba was from Minneapolis
or that she had a store here,” he said.

Terlecki has been demonstrating the art of pysanky at
Wet Paint for the past two decades. “When I interviewed
for the job, it was late April 1999 and I noticed they had
Ukrainian Easter egg kits. I told them I knew how to make
pysanky. Then when I was hired, they asked me if I'd be
willing to demonstrate. Every year after that, I did free
demonstrations on Saturdays. People would come and
stay for the whole time, which was four hours.”

The COVID outbreak canceled the classes planned for
the spring of 2020. In 2021, Terlecki taught his first vir-
tual class in pysanky. “It actually went much better than I
thought,” he said. “Many of the people who registered had
several people participate with them. I had people from
Minnesota, Michigan, South Carolina and Youngstown.

“Pysanky represents a visual language handed down
from generation to generation,” Terlecki said. “The word
pysanky is related to the word for ‘write.” Each egg con-
tains very specific meanings depicted by the design motifs.
A few examples are ladders that represent prayer, dots and
small circles that represent the stars and constellations,
pine needles that represent long life, and ribbons that rep-
resent the endless line of eternity.”

AN |

Justin Terlecki demonstrates the Ukrainian folk art of pysanky, ap-

plying heated beeswax to an egg shell before dipping the shellina

colored dye and making what are known as Ukrainian Easter Eggs.
PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Terlecki wants the participants in his classes to enjoy
the decorating process and not feel they have to strive for
perfection. “I want it to be relaxing and magical as it is for
me,” he said.

The process involves making a small hole at the top of a
raw egg with a special tool that pulls the insides out. Then
beeswax that has been melted with a candle is applied to
the egg in lines that form a design. The egg is then dipped
in a colored liquid with the wax serving as a resistance to
the color. More wax is applied, and the egg is dipped again
in color. That process is repeated until the egg is finished.
The beeswax is then melted away to reveal the final design.

Terlecki’s class on April 9 will run from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
To register for the Zoom link and to obtain information
on the necessary supplies and advance preparation, indi-
viduals and groups may visit info.wetpaintart.com/event/
pysanky-for-beginners-taught-by-justin-terlecki-2.
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Jie Ming Academy in line for $31M expansion this summer

By JANE MCCLURE

he popular Jie Ming Mandarin Im-

I mersion Academy, 1845 Sheridan

Ave., will be remodeled and expand-
ed beginning this summer and continuing
through summer 2023. The Highland Dis-
trict Council (HDC) Community Develop-
ment Committee reviewed plans for the
work on March 15 with Saint Paul Public
School project managers Rosemary Dolata
and Michael Christen.

On the drawing board are the addition
of five new classrooms, a new cafeteria and
kitchen, inclusive restrooms, a fire lane and
service entrance at the rear of the building,
a storm shelter, mechanical updates, new
gym floor, and a redesigned student drop-
off and pickup area.

The expansion will be to the north on the
site of the current school courtyard, and a
new courtyard will be created. The old gym
will become an oversized science class-
room, with access to the outdoors. The
school district is working with Cuningham
Architects and Knutson Construction on
the project.

HDC committee members praised the
plans, with most questions centered on se-
curity and vehicular access at the front and
rear of the building. Field Avenue, which
currently dead-ends at the school’s prop-
erty line, will be extended into the site to
create the service entrance.

One big change involves updating secu-
rity by requiring visitors to check in at the

The southwest aerial view of the addition planned for Jie Ming Mandarin Immersion Academy.

office before gaining access to the rest of
the building. The service entrance area will
also have a restricted entry.

The addition of a cafeteria with kitchen
will be especially welcomed, Dolata said,
as the building does not currently have a
fully functioning kitchen. “We bring in hot
lunches now,” she said.

The new cafeteria will be accessible for
people with disabilities, something that
is not the case now. “The cafeteria we’re
losing is not a space we’re going to miss,”
Dolata said.

Other features are meant to meet chang-
ing building codes and personal preferenc-
es. One part of the project calls for inclusive

restrooms that offer privacy while not be-
ing gender-specific. The storm shelter is a
requirement to meet code changes.

Design work continues along Sheridan
Avenue, where buses and parent vehicles
will enter and exit. Committee members
urged more communication on vehicular
access plans, saying that while safety is
needed they do not want to see green space
reduced.

The committee also questioned whether
supply chain issues could slow the project.
School district officials have tried to antici-
pate that kind of a delay. One move was to
change the truss system design. Another
was to put out bids early for roof supplies

and insulation, as those materials can face
delays of several months to a year.

Jie Ming currently enrolls about 400 stu-
dents in grades K-5. The expansion will al-
low enrollment to grow to 500-550.

The project will be the latest change for
the old Homecroft School building, which
opened in 1921 and was designed by Cap
Wigington, the nation’s first Black munici-
pal architect. An addition was builtin 1954.
The Homecroft Recreation Center opened
in 1980, sharing space with the school. The
center was closed in 2008.

Homecroft was the school district’s first
consolidated bilingual program, starting
in 1996. In 2003 it had the district’s first
Hmong principal, Choua Lee. However,
Homecroft struggled to attract students
and reach federal testing levels, and closed
at the end of the 2007-2008 school year,
after which special education and Early
Childhood Family Education programs
moved in.

The first phase of building updates to ac-
commodate Jie Ming’s move from Hamline
Elementary School to Homecroft was in
2018. Those included the “moon gate” en-
trance inside the school.

It has been a bit of a wait for the second
phase of improvements. In the spring of
2021, the Saint Paul School Board agreed
to move ahead with work at Jie Ming and
Ramsey Middle School after a review of
their facilities. Work was estimated to cost
$498 million at Ramsey and $31 million at
Jie Ming.

1< RETHINKING 1-94

borhood of Summit-University. The free-
way devalued urban neighborhoods in fa-
vor of suburban development, Burns said.
Twin Cities Boulevard would make up for
that displacement and other harm caused
by freeway construction, he added.

Our Streets Minneapolis believes there is
capacity on local thoroughfares and other
freeways to handle the traffic that would
be displaced by the removal of 1-94 be-
tween the two downtowns.

1-94 extends for 259 miles through Min-
nesota between Fargo and Hudson. Most
of its construction took place in the 1960s.
The Twin Cities segment was completed
in 1968. Despite frequent mill and overlay
projects, that stretch of the freeway is near-
ing the end of its useful life, according to
Burns, and now is the time to imagine how
those 284 acres could be repurposed,.

Rethinking 1-94 has been on the draw-
ing boards for several years. Initial public
engagement took place between 2013 and
2018. Detailed environmental studies are
expected to be completed in 2023. A pre-
ferred alternative could be selected in 2023
or 2024 with construction to follow in
2026 at the earliest.

Just what will emerge from the ongoing
state studies is unclear. “We’re following
the federal environmental impact state-

FAIRY TALE TURRET!

An artist’s rendering of how the proposed Twin Cities Boulevard might transform a section of the Inter-
state 94 right-of-way between the downtowns of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.

ment process to revise the goals, purpose,
needs and criteria we use to evaluate what
the project should include,” said Christine
Krueger, MnDOT’s metro communications
director. “MnDOT is working with the
Federal Highway Administration, engag-
ing the expertise of technical committees,
working groups and an advisory commit-
tee of policymakers to inform that process.
We will have those revised documents by
the end of this summer.”

Krueger described Rethinking 1-94 as
a long-term effort to engage with com-
munities along the 1-94 corridor. “Our
work the last few years has focused on
understanding the communities in these

Grand Avenue Office

neighborhoods, especially BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous and People of Color) commu-
nities,” she said. “We want to understand
the needs and hopes of people who live,
work and play along that road so that our
work sustains and builds healthy, equita-
ble communities. We recognize the actions
60 years ago devastated communities, and
those impacts are still felt today. MnDOT
and our partners are prioritizing the well-
being of people.”

One proposal for I-94 that has already
sought state and federal support is Recon-
nect Rondo, a land bridge over the freeway
that would link two sides of the former
Rondo neighborhood and restore some of

Highland Park Office

700 Grand Ave « 651-224-4321 723 S Cleveland « 651-698-2434

the property that was lost when 1-94 was
constructed. Burns pointed out that the
land bridge would address some but not all
of the negative impacts of I-94.

Freeway removal has worked in other
U.S. cities, according to Burns, including
San Francisco, where an earthquake in
1989 caused sections of the elevated Em-
barcadero Freeway to collapse. That free-
way was replaced with a new business
district, tourist area and parks. Similar
projects are planned in Detroit and in Syra-
cuse, New York, according to Our Streets
Minneapolis’ website at twincitiesboule-
vard.org.

Our Streets Minneapolis staff and vol-
unteers have been door-knocking through
neighborhoods on both sides of I1-94.
“What has become clear is that people un-
derstand the harm of the freeway,” Burns
said. Local residents are unable to open
their windows due to the noise and air pol-
lution that I-94 generates, and they suffer
from higher rates of asthma, he said,.

Our Streets Minneapolis is also gather-
ing signatures online on a petition in sup-
port of its proposal. The Saint Paul Bicycle
Coalition has already signed on in support.
Lisa Nelson, cochair of the UPDC’s trans-
portation committee, said her group will
review the proposal on April 11 before de-
ciding whether to lend its support.

edinarealty.com

SUMMIT HILL ESTATE!

PRIVATE ESTATE!

STUNNING CONDO!

Edina Realty
leads local market
for 22nd
consecutive year!

2021 results show

Marcy Wengler ¢51238-7434  $950,000

Iconic Victorian Home in Summit Hill!
Has timeless details, stained glass,
natural wdwrk & a turret! The charm has
been carefully preserved while adding
the desirable amenities, such as master
suite, C/A & updated kitchen! 5BR/4BA.

Same owners have loved this Louis Lockwood
designed home for over 30 yrs. 5BR/4BA
home has been impeccably maintained &
features incredible wdwrk & loads of natural
sunlight. The almost  acre lot provides room
forthe 3+ car gar. 951 Lincoln Ave.

Marcy Wengler 651 238-7434

Glorious, 4 story mansion on
private 1.5 acre lot in the heart
of Crocus Hill. Attached 3 car
garage, incredible views, stun-
ning woodwork. Pipe organ,
porches.

MaryHardy 612751-0729 $1,950,000

MaryHardy 612 751-0729

854 Linwood Ave #3: This
classy condo lives like an ele-
gant home. Updated baths and
kitchen, sunroom, windows on 3
sides, gar and 2 generous stor-
age rooms.

$425,000

more than 30,000 transactions
totaling nearly
$10.8 billion in sales
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Grant will assist with repairs of

iconic Cochran Park sculpture

The Saint Paul City Council voted last
month to accept a $136,167 Minnesota His-
torical Society Legacy Grant for the resto-
ration of the Cochran Park sculpture and
ceramic tile pool on Summit and Western
avenues.

The state grant will be matched with
$25,000 from the Ramsey Hill Association,
which began raising funds last year for im-
provements to the park. The centerpiece of
the park’s fountain is noted Saint Paul art-
ist Paul Manship’s 1926 sculpture “Indian
Hunter and His Dog,” which is surrounded
by four bronze geese.

The grant was recommended for ap-
proval earlier this year by the city’s Capital
Improvement Budget Committee. Com-
mittee members asked that the improve-
ments include some security measures.
One of the geese was stolen from the park
last December. It was recovered the fol-
lowing day when someone brought it to a
metal recycling center.

The Saint Paul Department of Parks and
Recreation will provide construction man-
agement services for the project.

Highland Ethiopian restaurant
fined $1K for license violation

RAS Ethiopian Restaurant & Lounge,
2516 W. Seventh St., was ordered by the
Saint Paul City Council on March 8 to pay a
$1,000 fine as a result of its second license
violation in the past two years regarding
the use of an unapproved part of its park-
ing lot. The business did not contest the
fine.

The city’s Department of Safety and In-
spections (DSI) recommended the penalty.
RAS has had license conditions tied to its
site plan since 2013 that call for mainte-
nance of its parking lot. There is property

T
WELLINGTON

Senior living.
€

With the emphasis on Living.

2235 Rockwood Ave, St Paul, MN 55116

Kristin Cherons used a torch and ladder before

applying wax during a 2003 restoration of Paul
Manship’s “Indian Hunter and His Dog” sculpture
in Cochran Park. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

behind the building that is not covered by
the conditions, and that restaurant patrons
and staff are not supposed to use. The area
is to be barricaded with chains and con-
crete.

In April 2021, RAS paid a $500 fine due to
22020 violation of license conditions relat-
ed to that property’s use. A stiffer penalty
was imposed this time because a similar
violation was found. In September 2021,
a DSI inspector found 10 vehicles parked
in the unapproved area. No chains or con-
crete were present to prohibit parking.

West End produce business to
receive $275,000 in state funds

The Saint Paul City Council accepted
$275,000 in state investment funds last
month for Kalera Inc. to acquire and rehab
a former Schmidt Brewery warehouse at
543 James Ave.

Kalera in March 2021 announced it
would be purchasing the facility, which
most recently was being used for a hydro-
ponic venture. Kalera is one of the fastest-
growing vertical farming companies in the
world for producing high-quality produce
in controlled environments. The company
intends to provide about 70 jobs and be a
source for fresh lettuce and greens for res-
taurants, retailers and others.

Kalera currently operates two growing
facilities in Orlando and last week started
operating its newest and largest facility to
date in Atlanta. It also is building facilities
in Houston, Denver, Columbus and Seattle.

Local city facilities part of $2.8M
in capital maintenance upgrades

The Saint Paul City Council on March 16
approved 26 projects, including several lo-
cal ones, to share $2.8 million for improve-
ments through the city’s 2022-2023 capital
maintenance program.

Three projects are slated for the High-
land National Golf Course clubhouse, 1403
Montreal Ave. The allocations include
$84,600 for exterior block and masonry
repairs, $132,400 for lower-level window
replacement, and $160,300 to replace the
boiler. The window and boiler replace-
ment are planned for this year, and exterior
work in 2023.

The Merriam Park Library, 1831 Mar-

READY TO WELCOME YOU HOME.

| WellingtonResidence.com

shall Ave., will receive $105,432 for exte-
rior repairs this year. The Dunning Sports
Complex, 1221 Marshall Ave., will receive
$85,000 for an irrigation system beneath
two of its ballfields. The Linwood Recre-
ation Center, 860 Saint Clair Ave., will have
its roof replaced at a cost of $276,201. Fire
Station No. 5, 890 Ashland Ave., will re-
ceive $15,337 to replace a driveway.

The projects were reviewed by city staff
and recommended for approval by a sub-
committee of the city’s Capital Improve-
ment Budget Committee. Saint Paul typi-
cally funds fewer than half of the capital
maintenance requests submitted by city
departments.

Met Council grant will help turn
Mary Hall into supportive housing

Mary Hall, a former Saint Joseph’s Hos-
pital nurses’ dormitory that in the past
has sheltered homeless people, will be re-
developed with $1.2 million from the Met-
ropolitan Council. The nonprofit group
Aeon plans to turn the historic building at
438 Dorothy Day Place in downtown Saint
Paul into permanent supportive housing
for very low-income residents.

The award was part of $8 million in
grants given to 10 affordable housing de-
velopments. The grants are expected to
help create 557 new affordable homes and
preserve another 113 affordable housing
units as part of the Met Council’s Livable
Communities program.

“Eight million dollars is the most the
Met Council has ever awarded from the
Livable Communities housing fund in one
year,” said Lisa Barajas, director of com-
munity development for the Met Council.
“The grants will leverage almost $88 mil-
lion in private investments and more than
$122 million in public investment.”

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

NOW IS THE TIME TO MOVE TO
THE WELLINGTON SENIOR LIVING!

Right now offering 2 MONTHS RENT FREE
when you reserve and move-in by May 1, 2022."

Come experience The Wellington Senior Living and all it has to offer!
This offer is available only for a limited time. CALL TODAY! (651) 699-2664

*Additional incentives and restrictions may apply. Contact our Sales Director for more information.

| (651) 699-2664
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Make way for JK

Johnny Allen’s organization takes
over the operations at Jimmy Lee

BY JANE McCLURE

K Movement, a nonprofit organiza-

tion for youths, will now be managing

operations and providing some of the

programming at the Jimmy Lee Recre-
ation Center under an agreement approved
on March 16 by the Saint Paul City Council
at the recommendation of the city’s Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Jimmy Lee is part of the larger Oxford
Community Center, 1036 Iglehart Ave.,
which also includes the Great River Wa-
ter Park. JK Movement will be replacing
the programs and activities of the defunct
Loft/Summit-University Teen Center. It
will also take responsibility for that pro-
gram’s space, which it has used for the past
few years.

“Jimmy Lee is a staple in our communi-
ty,” said JK Movement director Johnny Al-
len Jr. “We feel blessed to be able to better
serve our community.”

JKMovement was founded in 2011 by Al-
len. The Saint Paul native is a graduate of
Highland Park High School and the Uni-
versity of Saint Thomas, where he earned
a bachelor’s degree in business. His orga-
nization’s mission is to “empower and in-
spire effective change in the minds, bodies
and spirits of young people.” It offers pro-
grams in life skills, career development,
healthy living and sports team leadership,
as well as mentors to improve the behavior
and academic achievement of youths.

JK Movement will continue to offer pro-
grams at several other locations across
the Twin Cities, including Highland Park
High School. The nonprofit has eight staff
members, and it currently serves about
80 youths in middle and high school. Al-
len would like to expand the program to a
few hundred participants and in a greater
range of ages.

Andy Rodriguez, the city’s recreation
services manager, said the intent is to en-
list JK Movement as the day-to-day ser-
vice provider at Jimmy Lee. The Parks and
Recreation Department will not be losing
any staff positions as a result of the agree-
ment, and building hours will not change.
Meeting rooms and gym space will still be
available to the public, and sports teams
will continue to play under the Jimmy Lee
name.

With the agreement, “we gain a great
service partner to best meet the needs of
the immediate community,” Rodriguez
said. “We’re adding more programs and
services with a reputable service provider.”

JK Movement’s lease extends through
December 31,2026, and can be renewed af-
ter that date. The change is not expected to
have a major impact on Parks and Rec’s op-
erating budget, butit should resultin some
capital improvements, Rodriguez added.
JK Movement has agreed to raise about
$100,000 over the next five years to make
physical improvements to the facility.

Under the agreement, JK Movement will

534 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

LIST PRICE: $2,375,000

JK Movement founder and director Johnny Allen Jr. (left) and his program lead, coach Antonio Richard-
son, pose in the remodeled annex at Jimmy Lee Recreation Center with Creative Arts students (left to
right) Tori Sellner, Tokyo Obunike, Paris Obunike, Ari Neal, Ka’Jon Woods and Jamal Williams.

pay monthly rent of $4,500 to cover util-
ity costs. It will be responsible for interior
maintenance, housekeeping and minor
repairs. The city will continue to maintain
the park and fields outside of the building
as well as the parking lot and sidewalks.
The pool and water park will continue to
be maintained and staffed by Parks and
Rec. The Jimmy Lee Booster Club will con-
tinue to oversee the rec center’s storage
room.

Allen said his staff is already prepared to
get to work on renovating the rec center’s
concessions area and original gym. “We
have a lot of work to do,” he said.”

Allen grew up in the Summit-University
neighborhood and took part in sports and
other activities at Jimmy Lee and the Loft/
Summit-University Teen Center. “It’s good
to be able to give back and come back to the

An Eclectic English Country Manor house, with architectural influences spanning the Arts &

Crafts, Storybook and Victorian styles. Featuring its prominent “cat-slide” porte cochere,
this remarkable estate remains one of St Paul’s most recognizable homes.
Sitting on just over an acre and comprised of 5 lots on top of Historic Ramsey Hill this romantic

home, originally built in 1882, has been expanded, preserved and cherished over the years.

PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

community,” he said.

The Loft was founded in 1968 above a car
wash in the Summit-University neighbor-
hood. It operated out of various locations
over the years before settling in at Jimmy
Lee, where it remained throughout the
building’s renovation and expansion in
2006-08.

The Loft was a drop-in center where
young people could enjoy games, a lounge
and refreshments. The Teen Center offered
classes, activities, service projects and a
library with a place to do homework. The
two programs were overseen for many
years by Jim Robinson, who became the
Teen Center leader in 1967. He died in 2020
atthe age of 88.

“I knew Jim Robinson,” Allen said. “It’s
a blessing to be able to follow in his foot-
steps.”

MIKE SMITH | BROKER

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com R &
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River promenade:

Another dubious effort
to revive downtown

By JAMES M. HAMILTON

Paul, beginning at the long-since vanished Miller

Hospital. I have watched the city grow and shrink
over the decades, fighting against forces beyond its
control, largely driven by an urge to protect commercial
interests downtown. Successes are hard to find.

The closure of Seventh Street through downtown
drove vehicle traffic to the outskirts in order to
accommodate the World Trade Center, a parking
facility and a courtyard/mall connecting it to Dayton’s
department store. All are gone today. The World Trade
Center is now Wells Fargo Place. Dayton’s is a multi-use
building whose major tenant appears to be a hockey
team.

Directly east of these was Town Square, another
failed attempt to create an inner-city mall complete
with indoor park. A few blocks further east is the
facility once known as Galtier Plaza, in which the
city and private interests invested and lost millions.
Today it is known as Cray Plaza, named for a company
that left town in 2016 after buying the naming rights
in 2009. Today, Cray Plaza is occupied by a private
preparatory academy, various technology companies,
an event facility (carved out of the old movie theaters),
arestaurant and a food court.

Despite the millions invested and lost on these
projects, city and county leaders are moving ahead with
perhaps their most massive undertaking ever—the
$800 million “River’s Edge” project by the county and
a city-driven “river balcony” that has yet to be assigned
a cost.

Saint Paul is and always has been a mid-tier
American city. Itis currently ranked the 63rd largest city
in the nation. Its population suffered a sharp decline
after 1960 when the number of residents peaked at
313,411. As of the 2020 U.S. Census, we are still about
3,000 residents short of that number despite decades
of effort.

Does Saint Paul really need a “river promenade”
that may cost us well over $1 billion if not $2 billion? I
think not. I also think the numbers used to justify the
promenade make no sense.

Asreported in the March 9 MyVillager, some
2.9 million people are expected to visit the river
balcony each year.” But those visitors are not unique
individuals. “Most of its users will be residents of
downtown and the West Side,” MyVillager reports, and
the 2.9 million is the number of times they will visit it.
About 7,500 people live downtown, according to my
sources. Roughly 15,000 people live on Saint Paul’s
West Side. Each of these 22,500 people would have to
visit 65 times in order to generate half of the projected
2.9 million visits.

Some may argue that visitors to Xcel Energy Center
and various other Saint Paul attractions will use the
river balcony. How many of them would not come to
see a game or an exhibit without this investment in the
river balcony? Others may argue that the funds largely
will come from elsewhere. So what? Even if someone
were to give the city and county every nickel needed to
construct the promenade, it would still require daily
and annual maintenance costs and likely create a large
demand on law enforcement resources, assuming it can
be made safe after dark in a downtown already severely
challenged in that regard.

One last point to consider: The New York City
Highline designed by James Corner Field Operations, a
consultant on the Saint Paul project, reportedly attracts
about 8 million visitors per year. The Highline is in
the heart of Manhattan, which has a population of 1.6
million—more than five times the population of Saint
Paul. Yet our city expects that its promenade will draw
more than one-third of those who visit the Highline.

Saint Paul has far more pressing needs than a tourist
attraction intended to revive a downtown thatis no
longer relevant to most of the city’s residents. Let’s
devote our energies to those residents.

Ihave spent the majority of my 70 years here in Saint

James M. Hamilton lives in Macalester-Groveland.

INBOX

Our place in the sun

I read with interest your article about plans for a solar
array atop Area C at the former Ford Plant (MyVillager,
March 9). Hopefully, the array would not inhibit the
necessary cleanup of the toxic and heavy metal waste
buried below the site. I'm all for the solar installation,
but I question why Xcel Energy needs $3 million to
possibly move the array. Typically, solar photovoltaic
(PV) investments are amortized over 20 years, since the
efficiency of solar cell installations decreases over time.

New construction is the perfect opportunity for
buildings and homes to integrate passive solar designs
and active PV arrays so that they don’t look like unplanned
add-ons. With LEED building standards and solar and
geothermal energy systems, the entire Highland Bridge
development could have a carbon-neutral footprint or
even net gains of green energy. To deal with our urgent
and continuing climate crisis, we must reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by changing our conventional building and
energy practices. We need to seize the best opportunities
for sustainable development.

Terry Brueck
Merriam Park

Becoming Minneapolis

I'was shocked to read the Crime Report in the February
23 issue of MyVillager. It was the longest one I remember
reading. The spooky thing about itis, it all happened in the
winter when crime is usually lower. I hate to think what
is going to happen with crime in the city when it starts to
warm up. I think Saint Paul has been fully transformed
into a rainbow and unicorn city. We have become like
Minneapolis.

Greg Mulally
Highland Park

Taxing UST

If the University of Saint Thomas can offer $61.4 million
to purchase the Town and Country Club golf course for
the sake of its NCAA Division I athletics program, couldn’t
it pony up a few million dollars towards the city of Saint
Paul’s and Ramsey County’s enormous needs? After all,
UST is pulling in $62,476 per student for tuition, room
and board, books and supplies. Its staff and students all
benefit from plowed and swept streets, boulevard lighting,
tree maintenance, hundreds of free parking spaces
scattered about the neighborhood, police protection, a fire
department, on-call ambulance services and a myriad of
other city and county benefits. I think it could afford to pay
some property taxes and should start tomorrow.

Bob Brereton
Macalester-Groveland

School Board is off the rails

After weeks of delay, the Saint Paul School Board finally
addressed its mask requirement on March 22, voting
3-2 to continue to require masks. Public comment at the
meeting was nearly unanimous in support of dropping the
requirement. The Saint Paul Public Schools remains one of
the few places anywhere that require masks.

Of the seven School Board members, only Jessica
Kopp and Jim Vue voted to follow public health
recommendations and drop the requirement. Chauntyll
Allen, Halla Henderson and Uriah Ward voted in favor of
the outdated rule. At recent board meetings, these three
have spent more time discussing the pros and cons of
hiring union workers for construction jobs and “divesting”
from fossil-fuel companies than issues that actually affect
students.

Board member Zuki Ellis has found time to run for a
state Senate seat, but could not make it to the meeting.
Neither could Jeanelle Foster, who also recently waffled on
whether she even wanted to be on the board, missing the
deadline to file for reelection but nonetheless winning a
two-year term.

Saint Paul is stuck. Last fall’s School Board election
lacked a candidate who would even hint that some
part of the year of COVID school closures could have
been a mistake. Our children are being held hostage by
uninformed board members who refuse to follow public

health recommendations. What can a parent do except
withdraw from the system and keep it on its downward
spiral?
Shari Albrecht
Merriam Park

Good and bad of Hwy. 5 plan

We are huge fans of public transit and take bus rapid
transit and light rail transit to the airport all the time.
Fixing the currently awful bicycle and pedestrian
crossing over the Highway 5 bridge is a wonderful idea
(MyvVillager, March 9). But the idea of having Riverview
Corridor streetcars running in mixed traffic on Highway
5 with motor vehicles having to stop to let the streetcars
pass should be abandoned. Surely, this would be a huge
inconvenience and likely result in increased accidents with
high-speed traffic having to stop while every streetcar
passes.

Bruce Jacobs
Highland Park

The rest of the story

In an editor’s note in the Inbox of the February 23
issue, MyVillager reported that according to the state
Department of Health, more than half of the Minnesotans
who tested positive for COVID-19 in December had
been vaccinated and about a third of those who were
hospitalized or died of COVID-19 during that month
had been vaccinated. However, by not reporting the
total number of vaccinated and unvaccinated people in
Minnesota, your numbers were misleading. They seem
to suggest that vaccination does not provide significant
protection.

What you did not report was that there are more than
twice as many fully vaccinated than unvaccinated people
in Minnesota. Assuming the numbers you reported are
correct, this means that unvaccinated people are seven
times more likely than vaccinated people to be hospitalized
or die. That sends a very different message.

Mark Davis
Macalester-Groveland

A whole other neighborhood

At the Highland Library, a branch of the Saint Paul Public
Library, a woman approached me and asked for help.
Afterward she said, “Thanks. I just moved here. I'm not
from here.”

“Oh? Where are you from?” I asked, thinking she would
say maybe, “Ohio.”

“The Midway,” she said.

Elizabeth Ellis
Summit-University

Hormonal imbalance

I tucked the January 26 issue of MyVillager in an out
of the way part of the car, and only just got around to
reading it in March. I do appreciate the journalism. I also
agree with most everything written about the state of
motoring around the metro area by Ms. Nelson in her
letter to the editor, “The mania of some motorists,” except
for the characterization that it is a “testosterone-fueled
competition.” Alot if not most of the aggressiveness that I
am witnessing on the roads is not done by individuals with
a “Y” chromosome, so I am not sure it can be attributed to
testosterone. This characterization is not accurate by any
stretch of the imagination.
Mark Destache
Summit Hill

MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and
longer guest editorials. However, all commentary
must be signed, indicate the neighborhood
in which the writer lives and include a phone
number for verification purposes. Please, send
your commentary to MyVillager, 241 S. Cleveland
Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105-1208, email
it to letters@myvillager.com or submit it via our
website at myvillager.com/editorial. The views
expressed are not the views of MyVillager.
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Sanitary tunnel repairs—Repairs of a sanitary tunnel
shaft at Ford Parkway and Woodlawn Avenue began on
March 28. The work is expected to take four weeks and
will reduce westbound Ford to one traffic lane between
Woodlawn and Mount Curve Boulevard.

Blue Line/Riverview study—Ramsey County is un-
dertaking an 18-month study on plans to connect the
proposed Riverview Corridor streetcar line to the light-
rail Blue Line. A virtual open house will be held at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 31. Register at bit.ly/331openhouse.

Board candidates—The Highland District Council will
hold online board elections from April 7-12. Up for election
will be one representative for each of the even-numbered
grids, along with two at-large positions. Call the HDC of-
fice or email Kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.org to re-
quest a mail-in ballot. Learn more, meet the candidates
and vote at bit.ly/HDCelection22.

Annual meeting—The HDC’s annual meeting will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 7, at Lumen Christi, 2055
Bohland Ave. A virtual option will be available in addition
to the in-person event and posted at bit.ly/HDCelection22.
Send questions for a presentation on crime prevention to
info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org by April 5.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org * 651-695-4000

Board elections—Applications to run for the Macales-
ter-Groveland Community Council’s board of directors
will be accepted through April 14. Apply online at mac-
grove.org/boardelections or pick up a form at 320 S. Griggs
St. Board elections will take place April 21-28. An informa-
tional session on becoming a board member will be held
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 30, via Zoom. Register at
macgrove.org/event/board-interest-session.

Annual meeting—The community council will host
its annual meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21, via
Zoom. Participants will learn about the city’s new Office
of Neighborhood Safety from director Brooke Blakey and
meet Saint Paul district council coordinator Cat Beltmann.
Register at macgrove.org/event/annualmeeting2022.

Egg hunt—]join the Saint Paul Department of Parks and
Recreation and the Macalester-Groveland Community
Council for an egg hunt, petting zoo and other activities
from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, April 9, at Mattocks Park. Admis-
sion is free. Visit macgrove.org/events for information.

Safety in the city—The University of Saint Thomas will
hold a conversation about crime trends and public safety
from 10:30 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 2, in Room 100 at
McNeely Hall, 2060 Summit Ave. The discussion will in-
clude Brooke Blakey of the city’s Office of Neighborhood
Safety, Saint Paul crime prevention coordinator Patty
Lammers and UST public safety director Dan Meuwissen.
Register at 651-962-6123 or agage@stthomas.edu.

Upcoming meetings—Community Building Team at
6:30 p.m. Monday, April 11, via Zoom. For log-in details,
visit macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org * 651-222-1222

Spring plant sale—Orders for the Summit Hill Associa-
tion’s spring plant sale are due by April 7. The plants will
be ready for pickup at the Linwood Recreation Center on
April 29. Visit SummitHillAssociation.org/donate.

Adopt a drain—The SHA is encouraging residents to
keep the Mississippi River water clean by clearing debris
in streetside storm drains. Sign up at adopt-a-drain.org.

Summit Master Plan—The city of Saint Paul continues
to collect opinions on the future of Summit Avenue. Visit
the Engage Saint Paul website at engagestpaul.org/sum-
mit to comment and take a brief survey. A virtual drop-in
session will be held from 12:30-1 p.m. Wednesday, April 13.
Visit tinyurl.com/4csfhwmx.

Upcoming meetings—Neighborhood Plan Commiittee,
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 5; Communications Committee, 7
p-m. Thursday, April 7; and Zoning and Land Use Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 12. For Zoom log-in information,
visit SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org * 651-645-6887

Committees combined—The UPDC has merged its En-
vironment and Parks Committee and its Neighborhood In-
volvement Committee. The joint meetings will be held at
6:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month.

Upcoming meetings—Joint Transportation Commit-
tee, 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 6; board of directors, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 6; and Transportation Committee, 6:30
p-m. Monday, April 11. See unionparkdc.org/calendar for
the Zoom links.

WestSeventh

fortroadfederation.org ¢ 651-298-5599

Board notes—At its March 14 meeting, the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation board voted to send a letter to
the Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority supporting
the acquisition and development of the CP Railway spur.
Work continues on the Equitable Development Scorecard
at the Transportation and Land Use Committee level.

Annual meeting—The Fort Road Federation’s annu-
al meeting will take place at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, at
the Summit Ratskeller, 910 Montreal Circle. The keynote
speaker will be Brooke Blakey, director of Saint Paul’s new
Office of Neighborhood Safety. Six new board members
also will be elected at the meeting.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 6, via Zoom. For
meeting details, visit fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

KNOW YOUR

\laoer

NEIGHBORHOOD

Volume 70, Number 2
Maurice F. Mischke, 1920-1991

241 Cleveland Ave. S., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105-1208
MyVillager.com e 651-699-1462

Merriam
Park

Lex-  Summit-U
Snell-
am am

Summit
Hill

Macalester-

Groveland , West End _

| &

Highland
k Lilydale

e 4

Iﬁendota

&

Mendota Heights

MyVillager is published every two weeks by Villager Com-
munications Inc. We have a press run of about 42,800 and
serve the Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam
Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-Uni-
versity, Summit Hill and West End neighborhoods of Saint
Paul, along with Lilydale, Mendota and Mendota Heights.
Annual subscriptions may be purchased for $59.88 by visit-
ing MyVillager.com or sending a check to MyVillager, 241
Cleveland Ave. S., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105-1208.

Editors Owner
Dale Mischke, John Wadell Michael Mischke
news@myvillager.com mmischke@myvillager.com
Display Advertising Administration
Gary Ball Jennifer Gordon
gball@myvillager.com jgordon@myvillager.com

Classified Advertising
and Legal Notices
Jennifer Gordon
wantads@myvillager.com

Graphic Designers
Craig Schuster
Jennifer Gordon

Circulation
Publisher Craig Schuster
John Rauch membercare@myvillager.com

CONTRIBUTORS: Roger Barr, Matthew Davis, Casey Ek,
Janet Lunder Hanafin, Anne Hauth, Brian Johnson, Frank
Jossi, Mary Maguire Lerman, Jane McClure, Lou Michaels,
Steve Michaels, Anne Murphy, Melenie Soucheray, Brad
Stauffer, Jennifer Stewart, Bill Wagner, Carolyn Walkup,
Dave Wright.

©2022 Villager Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

A 21 Point
AC Performance Checkup

Make sure your AC is operating at peak performance.
Must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other coupons,
specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2022.

50 OFF

Installation of an
“Air Scrubber” Air Purifier

Must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other coupons,
specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2022

with

SAVEUP TO

$1,8500n -
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Air is Life. Make it Perfect.™

Ultra efficient
comfort system
a SLP-99 furnace and a

XC-20 air conditioner.
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$500 OFF

3
Any Multiple Head !
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Ductless Cooling System

Must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other coupons,
specials or offers. Expires 4/30/2022

“Over 90 Years of Service You Can Trust”
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HEATING ¢ COOLING ¢ ELECTRICAL
Schedule Service Today at www.snellingcompany.com
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SERVICE 24/7
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

They've got
you covered

Royal Shade & Awning
hits 100-year milestone

By FRANK JossI

oyal Shade & Awning,
Rwhich is currently cel-

ebrating a century of cov-
ering the windows of Twin Cit-
ies homes, was a one-person
operation for many years under
owner Steve Matovitz. The shop,
which has been located on Fair-
view and Saint Clair avenues
since the 1970s, eventually came
into the hands of employee Fred
Dreier, who turned it into a fam-
ily-run business spanning three
generations.

Dreier died in 2015, just shy of
his 86th birthday. His daughter,
Sue Kortum, remembers her fa-
ther saying he began working
for Royal Shade as a teenager.
He would ride his bike to deliver
or pick up blinds from custom-
ers who needed them fixed or
cleaned. “They did a lot of win-
dow shade cleaning back then,”
she said.

Kortum said the store had no
grand plans for a 100th-anniver-
sary celebration, though she had
considered something along the
lines of getting commemorative
pens. She recounted the family’s
history with Royal Shade and the
involvement of her husband and
son, both named Mike, for many
years.

The shop operated out of a few
different locations before moving
to its current spot at 244 S. Fair-
view Ave. more than a half-centu-
ry ago. Her father had maintained

“It’s traditional,”
said son Mike
Kortum Jr. “Every
day is different and
it’s a throwback to
how things were.”

the store on Selby Avenue near
Chatsworth Street for many years
before Saint Paul police suggested
he move out of the then-danger-
ous neighborhood. The building
had been the victim of arson and
robberies. Miscreants also broke
the store’s windows, leading
Dreier to board them up.

Royal Shade moved to Univer-
sity Avenue near Highway 280
before coming to its current home
in Macalester-Groveland in 1971.
Kortum began working full time
with her dad in 1973, her husband
and son joining her later. While
sitting in the charmingly dishev-
eled showroom, Kortum said
much of today’s business involves
installing new blinds, although
repairs also keep the staff busy.
At least three people dropped
by within 30 minutes on a
recent day.

“If customers are just getting
a window shade or two fixed,
they’ll come in here,” Kortum
said. “But otherwise, we usually
go to the house to measure for in-

‘g\\ \ “a
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Mike Kortum Jr. shows off some of the offerings found at Royal Shade & Awning in Macalester-Groveland. pHoto By BRAD STAUFFER

terior window projects and exte-
rior awning jobs.”

Roller shade styles come and
go, only to return in popular-
ity once again. Kortum said that
window coverings with scalloped
semicircular edges at the bottom
have made a comeback. Window
coverings with trim have a strong
customer base among people
who own historic homes. “Espe-
cially around here, those shades
look good in many houses,”
she said.

The top seller continues to be
honeycomb shades because they
offer flexibility. The shades can be
pulled down from the top or up
from the bottom, which Kortum
said is an option most conven-
tional shades do not offer.

Pulling the top down allows
homeowners “to get more light,
but still have privacy,” she said.
Honeycombs do not have a

pull cord on the side like many
shades. Instead, a handle at the
bottom provides the mechanism
for pulling them down. Some
homeowners complain that the
interior cords are exposed when
honeycombs open at the top, but
the shades would not function
without them.

Another popular style are sheer
shades that cover a window, yet
still allow light in. “During the
day, they’re nice because you
don’t feel so enclosed in the room
thatyou’re in,” Kortum said.

The other style many home-
owners seek are stylish 2-inch
wooden blinds that look a cut
above the standard ones.

Mike Kortum married into the
shade business and still loves
it after decades of serving cus-
tomers. “I like meeting different
people every day and seeing their
houses,” he said. “Everybody is

proud of their homes. It seems
like the owners of every house I
go into will walk me through and
show me the addition they put on
or the special fireplace they putin
or the new bathroom. Everyone
has something special.”

Royal Shade also stores aw-
nings for customers. Leaving
awnings on in the winter leaves
homes too dark and sometimes
damages the awnings, Mike Kor-
tum said. He said before reinstall-
ing awnings in the spring, the
company checks to see if they re-
quire any repairs.

Son Mike Jr., 38, comes from
a generation less likely to buy
one of the historic roller shades
or awnings of the kind the store
sells. Nevertheless, he likes the
business because, he said, “it’s
traditional. Every day is differ-
ent and it’s a throwback to how
things were.”

BUYER 1

We have buyers
to purchase a home in your

looking

neighborhood!

BUYER 2

needs a 3 bedroom home

® ® @

BUYER 3

A Brand
You Can Trust

7 NN N

GARLOCK-FRENCH
ROOFING

With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get
skilled Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney

\ N\

wants a 3 bedroom,

1 bathroom home ideally
in the Mac Groveland
neighborhood and is

looking up to $550,000.

wants a 4 bedroom,
2 bathroom home
with a 2 car garage
and is pre-approved
up to $800,000.

Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even

with additional space that Solar options.

could be used as a home
office and is looking
up to $450,000.

At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of
blending design, craftsmanship, with good customer
service. And, we guarantee our work.

We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows.
It continues to be a seller’'s market!

Inventory is low and homes are selling for top dollar!
If you're considering selling, contact us today:

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

kw

KELLERWILLIAMS

Shane Montoya, Realtor/Agent
INTEGRITY REALTY

651.492.6423 ¢ TheOddCoupleTeam.com

Not intended to solicit another broker’s listing. Each office is independently owned and operated.

Providing peace of mind since 1932
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Saint Paul to invest $14.5M to help
property owners get the lead out

By JANE MCCLURE

ssistance is flowing in to help Saint
APaul property owners remove haz-

ardous lead water pipes. The Saint
Paul City Council on March 23 approved
using $4 million in federal American Res-
cue Plan (ARP) funds to help pay for re-
placing the lead water lines. Later, the city
announced that number was expanding to
$14.5 million.

The council’s action follows approval
by the Saint Paul Regional Water Services
(SPRWS) Board of Water Commissioners
of a 10-year plan to replace the roughly
26,600 remaining lead water service lines
in the city.

Water utility officials are also keeping an
eye on funding at the state Capitol, where
lawmakers are considering a $300 million,
10-year plan to replace lead water pipes
statewide. If approved, the state funds
could be added to an expected federal allo-
cation of $43.1 million per year for the next
five years.

The water board has been working on
its lead pipe replacement plan for sev-
eral months. Ward 3 City Council mem-
ber Chris Tolbert, who also serves on the
board, said replacing lead water service
linesis not only an important public health
measure, but can create good-paying jobs.
Lead can leach into water from pipes and
cause health hazards, especially for preg-
nant women, infants and young children.

The water utility is facing changing fed-
eral regulations that require speeding up
lead pipe replacement. The 14 cities served
by the water utility have more than 35,000
lead water service lines. Most of the lines in
need of replacement are in Saint Paul and
average 100 years old.

Water utility staff estimate it will cost
more than $82 million to replace lead wa-
ter service lines in the public right-of-way,
and $159.3 million on private property.
Without the stepped-up, 10-year program,
itis estimated that it would take until 2054
to replace all of the public lead water lines
atthe currentrate of about 260 lines a year.

The water line replacement plan ap-
proved by the SPRWS divides its service
area into 100 zones. The number of zones
to be worked on would be based on avail-
able funding each year. Priority would be
given to zones with vulnerable popula-

| GET A FREE SOLAR !

Water utility approves
10-year plan to replace
the roughly 26,600
remaining lead water
service lines in the city.

tions most affected by lead exposure, to
multifamily buildings, and to areas where
pipe removal could be coordinated with
street repairs.

Private lead water service replacement
will be offered within the zones at no ex-
pense to the property owners, and par-
ticipation would be voluntary. Customers
outside of designated zones for that year
could apply for a grant of up to $2,500 to
help cover the expense of private line re-
placement.

The water utility is assuming to spend
$12.5 million per year, in a combination of
grants and loans, during the first half of the
10-year program.

The next steps include identifying the
100 zones, creating an outreach and com-
munications plan, and seeking more fund-
ing. The water utility is also looking at de-
veloping a work plan, which could include
in-house and private crews, and creating a
jobs program.

Also on March 8, the water board ap-
proved an application for a $250,000 for-
givable loan from the Minnesota Public
Facilities Authority. The loan would be
matched with other revenue sources for
a total of $500,000 to be used for private
water line replacement.

One of the challenges discussed by a
House committee earlier this year is that of
mapping out where lead pipes are located
statewide. The federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is mandating that all pub-
lic water utilities have lead service pipes
inventoried by October 2024. Governor
Tim Walz has recommend allocating $7.5
million over two years to assist in mapping
costs alone.

Property owners can see if they have lead
water service lines via an interactive map
at tinyurl.com/3652bn25. SPRWS also pro-
vides free kits for testing lead at its head-
quarters at 1900 Rice St. For information,
contact 651-266-6270 or water-lead-re-
placements@stpaul.gov.
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Information Showcase - Join Us!

New senior apartment expansion at Lexington Landing
in Highland Park.

OPENING SPRING 2023 - NOW RESERVING!

Lexington Landing offers older adults a maintenance-free
lifestyle in attractive apartments within the esteemed Highland
Park neighborhood. Join us to learn more about this upcoming

senior living opportunity.

APRIL °

Lexington

LANDING

Information Showcase
Tuesday, April 19
1:00 p.m. or 3:30 p.m.

Call Liz today to RSVP! 651-695-6400
street parking available

900 Old Lexington Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55116
LexingtonLanding.org
Equal Housing Opportunity.

OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC
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The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights
police reports. For vehicle and catalytic con-
verter thefts, and more reports not in this print
edition, go to MyVillager.com.
HighlandPark.

Robbery—Carjackings at gunpoint
were reported on Otto and Alaska avenues
and on the 1700 block of Graham Avenue
on March 17.

Burglary—A home break-in was report-
ed on the 700 block of Mount Curve Boule-
vard on March 13.

Theft—A 36-year-old man was arrested
after police responded to a theft reported
at R.F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford Pkwy., at
5:31 p.m. on March 13.

Assault—A 24-year-old man was ar-
rested for assault with a knife in the Sibley
Plaza parking lot at 7:23 p.m. on March 11.
The victim was taken to the hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries.

Weapons—Gunfire  was  reported
among multiple vehicles on Ford Parkway
and Fairview Avenue at 4:55 p.m. March 18.

Miscellaneous—A 42-year-old man
was arrested for felony DWI after he
crashed through a fence and into pallets
of construction material at Cretin Avenue
and Ford Parkway at 3:30 p.m. on March 13.

Lexi “H L

Assault—A woman was assaulted in the
parking lot of Aldi, 1134 University Ave., at
6:10 p.m. on March 10.

—A man was reportedly assaulted by an-
other man after getting into an argument
while playing basketball at LA Fitness, 1370
University Ave., at 6:03 p.m. on March 20.

Miscellaneous—A traffic accident in-
volving a pedestrian was reported on
Lexington Parkway and University Avenue
at 3:07 p.m. Thursday, March 17.

Macalester-Groveland
Teen shot—A 19-year-old man was shot
in the leg at Plums Neighborhood Grill &
Bar, 480 S. Snelling Ave., at 12:30 a.m. on
March 11. The man was taken to the hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening injuries.
Robbery— Three male victims were as-
saulted by two unknown male suspects
during a strong-arm robbery at the Semi-
naries of Saint Paul, 2260 Summit Ave., at
4:30 p.m. Monday, March 21.
Burglary—An attempted burglary was

Two teens charged in
MH auto theft, chase

wo teenage boys were charged

with multiple felonies in Dakota

County Juvenile Court on March
23 in connection with a car theft and
high-speed chase in Mendota Heights.
Three other boys involved in the inci-
dent were released to their parents. All
five are residents of Ramsey County.

Officers were dispatched to a resi-
dence on the 1800 block of South Lane
at 3 p.m. March 21in response to a bur-
glary in progress that included the theft
of a Tesla Model X. The suspects aban-
doned the Tesla nearby and were travel-
ing in a blue Hyundai, which had been
reported stolen in Saint Paul.

Officers tried to pull over the Hyun-
dai, put the occupants did not stop and
were clocked at speeds up to 85 mph.
The Hyundai drove off the road at one
point before continuing northbound on
I-35E toward Highway 62.

The occupants were seen throwing
objects out the window of the vehicle,
including a purse that belonged to the
owner of the Tesla.

The Hyundai began emitting smoke
and drove into the Holiday Station on
Highway 13 in Lilydale. Five juveniles
exited the Hyundai, which had caught
on fire, and fled on foot, but were even-
tually tracked down.

reported at Lucky’s Station, 1351 Randolph
Ave., on March 21.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—An office was broken into
and several packages were stolen from the
mailroom of a building on the 700 block of
South Plaza Way at 8:56 a.m. on March 14.

Theft—A victim parked at the trail head
on the 1600 block of Lilydale Road and re-
turned to find one window damaged, an-
other shattered and a backpack missing at
1:09 p.m. on March 16.

Merriam Park

Theft—The furniture was reported
stolen from a porch on the 400 block of
Herschel Street around 3:47 p.m. Sunday,
March 20.

Palm/Passion Sunday | April 10
10a.m. | Sanctuary

Maundy Thursday | April 14
12 p.m. | Elizabeth Chapel

7 p.m. | Sanctuary

God is love and our hope.

Holy Week 2022

Good Friday | April 15
12 p.m. | Elizabeth Chapel
7 p.m. Good Friday Vespers | Sanctuary *

* Childcare available.

Easter Sunday | April 17
7:30a.m. Sunrise Service | Elizabeth Chapel
9and 11 a.m. | Sanctuary

Worship with us in-person or via livestream
for sanctuary services at hohchurch.org.

HOUSE OF HOPE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sex crime—A 40-year-old man was ar-
rested for indecent exposure after police
received a report of a male masturbating in
front of Episcopal Homes, 1860 University
Ave., at 5:44 p.m. on March 18.

Weapons—Shell casings were recovered
after gunfire was reported on Saint Antho-
ny Avenue and Herschel Street at 11:01 p.m.
Thursday, March 10.

Miscellaneous—A 59-year-old man was
arrested for DWI after he struck a parked
car and pushed it into two other parked
cars on the 1800 block of Saint Anthony
Avenue at 10:28 p.m. March 20. He fled on
foot and was found on the side of I-94.

Snelling-H i

Assault—A woman reported being as-
saulted at the Midway Cub Foods at 11:52
p-m. on March 12.

Miscellaneous—A 45-year-old man
was arrested after police received a report
of a male trying to break into a residence
on the 1500 block of Laurel Avenue at 2:55
a.m. on March 19.

Summit Hill

Grand fight—A male was arrested fol-
lowing a fight at Billy’s on Grand, 857
Grand Ave., that resulted in multiple police
squads responding at 11:43 p.m. on March
18. Ten police officers reportedly met with
county deputies who were working off-
duty at Billy’s and had called for backup.

Theft—A man said he lost his keys in the
laundry room of an apartment building on
the 700 block of Grand Avenue on March 13
and found his vehicle missing when he left
for work the next morning.

—A woman said a suspect in the booth
behind her reached around and stole her
wallet at 1:19 p.m. on March 19 at the India
House, 758 Grand Ave.

Sex crime—A 51-year-old man was ar-
rested for felony criminal sexual conduct
on the 700 block of Grand Avenue at 9:19
a.m. on March 9.

Assault—A woman reported being as-
saulted at Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave.,
at 5:18 p.m. on March 13.

Burglary—A residential break-in was
reported on the 600 block of Carroll Av-
enue at 6 p.m. on March 9.

—A 22-year-old woman was arrested for
burglary of Seven Hills Senior Living, 733

797 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN | (651) 227-6311 | hohchurch.org

oo, -

Selby Ave., on March 16.

Arson—A fire was reported at Catho-
lic Charities’ Saint Christopher Place, 286
Marshall Ave., at 9:40 p.m. on March 18.

Assault—A man was shot in the chest
during an assault in an apartment on the
700 block of Marshall Avenue at 12:44 a.m.
on March 20. He was taken to the hospital.

Weapons—Officers collected 20 spent
shell casings after gunfire was reported on
Iglehart Avenue and Milton Street at 1:07
a.m. on March 12.

—Callers reported hearing up to 10 gun-
shots in the area of Holly Avenue and Avon
Street at 11:11 p.m. Saturday, March 19.

—Several shell casings were found in the
street following a report of gunfire near
the intersection of Concordia Avenue and
Grotto Street at 11:07 p.m. on March 22.

Miscellaneous—A 34-year-old man
was arrested for DWI after he was driving
without his headlights on and struck a po-
lice car on Dale Street and Carroll Avenue at
12:53 a.m. on March 12. The squad car had
its emergency lights on and was blocking
the street due to a serious car crash just to
the north. Both officers in the squad were
taken to the hospital.

West End

Burglary—An estimated $15,000 in
tools were reported stolen during a bur-
glary of Down and Dirty Automotive, 236
Grand Ave., at 12:36 p.m. on March 7.

—A break-in was reported at Warner’s
Outdoor Solutions, 590 Randolph Ave., at
10:21 p.m. on March 10.

Arson—A suspicious vehicle fire was re-
ported on the 200 block of Walnut Street at
1:21a.m. on March 15.

Assault—A 26-year-old man was ar-
rested for felony threats of violence after
he flashed a gun at security personnel and
then took off running from McGovern’s
Pub, 225 W. Seventh St., at 7:41 p.m. on
March 12.

—A 27-year-old man was arrested for
aggravated assault with a dangerous
weapon and possession of a gun by an in-
eligible person after police responded to a
call that a man had punched a woman in
the face and pointed a gun at her on Sher-
man and West Seventh streets at 1:25 a.m.
Saturday, March 19.

—Three emergency room staff were re-
portedly assaulted at United Hospital at
10 p.m. on March 19.
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Women, be strong

Author’s latest heroine is embroiled
in 12th century battle for Holy Land

By ANNE MURPHY

or S.J. Schwaidelson, putting a
Fnew bookin the hands of readers

is like sending your child off to
kindergarten. “You hope the other kids
like her, too,” she said.

That is especially true of the Mendota
Heights author’s latest novel. The
Pomegranate (Wp Press, 2021, 566 pp.)
tells the story of Batsheva, the daughter
of a Jewish merchant in 12th century
Spain who is kidnapped on her journey
to be married and in captivity becomes
the unwilling concubine of a sheikh.

The sheikh joins the battle to defeat the
Christian Crusaders of Western Europe
who have occupied Jerusalem and the
region around it, and Batsheva is drawn
into the struggle.

Batsheva is named after Schwaidelson’s
maternal grandmother. “She was an
amazing woman,” Schwaidelson said.
“Widowed with three children ages 13,

14 and 16, she was left to starve by her
husband’s brother and business partner,
so she went into business for herself. She
was the most unassuming woman, but
made of steel.

“My genre is strong women in
uncommon circumstances,” Schwaidelson
said. “And Batsheva is everything every
woman in a sense aspires to be. She is
stronger than she thinks. She thinks like a
chess player, always seeing a dozen moves
ahead, yet she retains an innate kindness
and compassion. She is forthright but
skilled at manipulating those who need
moving. I think every woman has those
qualities and skills. Otherwise, the human
race would’ve died out eons ago.”

Batsheva’s ability to survive and
thrive in captivity is foretold when she
is still at home in Spain. Sitting under a
pomegranate tree, her mother tells her
that “just like a pomegranate, you are full
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of seeds of knowledge. You already know
what to do and how to do it.”

“In every story, there is a kernel of
truth,” Schwaidelson said. “In this one,
there was a girl who was abducted en
route to her wedding. It was believed she
was given to alocal leader as tribute. I
made up the rest.”

As a backdrop for Batsheva’s story,
Schwaidelson incorporates the historical
conflicts among people of the Christian,
Muslim and Jewish faiths. “The Crusades
are usually presented from the Christian
viewpoint,” she said. “This is a story about
non-Christians dealing with an invasion
into their own country.”

The novel takes readers from Spain to
North Africa to the Middle East where
Batsheva is severely wounded in battle
and captured by a Crusader who takes
her back across the Mediterranean to his
home in the north of England. The book
includes a map of those continents, a cast
of historical characters and a glossary of
words and phrases in Arabic, Hebrew,
Spanish, French and Greek.

Schwaidelson’s research for the book
included a couple of trips to Israel where
she walked the routes that Batsheva
followed. “Being there gave me an
increased sense of place,” she said. “To put
my hand on stones laid in the 12th century
was just incredible.”

Schwaidelson also studied the
biographies of Eleanor of Aquitaine, the
former queen of France who became
queen of England and regent while her
son, King Richard the Lionheart, was away
on Crusade. “Strong women have always
existed,” Schwaidelson said. “Eleanor is
a prime example, which is why she and
Batsheva get along so well.”

Schwaidelson strives to make her
characters three-dimensional. “You want
them to jump off the page,” she said, “to
be compelling. I've had characters come

Author Susan Schwaidelson at home in Mendota Heights. pHoro By BRAD STAUFFER

to me in the car and say, ‘You know, I
wouldn’t say that” When I get home, I'll
sit down with that section and decide
what has to be said, what is the message
and why is that character sitting on my
shoulder in the car telling me, ‘I wouldn’t
say that’ or ‘I wouldn’t do that.”

Schwaidelson, who is is originally from
New York, moved to the Twin Cities to
pursue a master’s degree in theater at the
University of Minnesota. After meeting
her late husband Ziggy, and while raising
their two sons, she wrote and directed
children’s plays.

Her two previous novels and the two
novels she is currently working on all
present strong women in uncommon
circumstances. Dream Dancer (2017) tells
about a doctoral candidate who travels
to Peru to explore a dying culture only to
discover a community full of life. In Lingua
Galactica (2018), a Navy lieutenant and
government linguist is stalked by a visiting
diplomat and uses her training, strength
and intelligence to master her fate.

“Both of the books I'm working on are
setin Saint Paul,” Schwaidelson said.
“Both are contemporary. One is about an
arts lawyer, the second is about a woman
who designs wedding dresses. Both
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characters are strong women, but they’re
in very different places in their lives and
their lives are radically different from each
other.

“Ihave a folder full of first chapters,
ideas and character sketches, so I'm never
without something to think about if I
getbogged down,” Schwaidelson said. “I
tend not to say ‘writer’s block’ because
I can always write, but sometimes the
characters are less forthcoming than I'd
like, so I put them in novel jail for a bit.
Sometimes distancing myself from a
character or situation helps me to unravel
whatever knot is bugging me.”

Schwaidelson’s husband once wrote a
very successful blog. After his death, she
began her own blog in 2010. She titled
it, “The Wifely Person Speaks,” and has
maintained it ever since, focusing on
current affairs. “At first I thought I was
going to write a widow’s blog,” she said,
“but I was boring myself. Now my blog is
read globally. I’ve had 608 entries since
2010,” and as of the second week of March
she had totaled 433,465 hits.

“When I'm wearing the ‘Wifely Person’
hat, it’s a different set of brain muscles,”
Schwaidelson said. “She is my alter ego,
and Ilove her, too.”
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Dance

“Firebird,” a preview of a ballet that
ventures deep into an enchanted forest
where virtuous and malicious forces
await, will be presented by Ballet
Co.Laboratory in a free program at noon
Tuesday, April 12, at Landmark Center.
Call 651-292-3063.

Class of ’85, an exploration of high
school stereotypes and a celebration of
acceptance and inclusion, will be pre-
sented by Collide Theatrical Dance
Company from April 15 through May 1

at Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St.
Dancers Jarod Boltjes, Renee Guittar,
Rachel Seeholzer, Patrick Jeffrey, Javan
Mngrezzo, Grace Kidder, Megan Carver
and Ben Siglin perform. Show times are
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 and
5 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $30-55. Visit
collidetheatrical.org or call 651-395-7903.

Music

Virtuoso violinist Grace Park will join
the Minnesota Sinfonia in free concerts
on April 1 and 2. The program includes
Violin Concerto No. 1in G minor by Max
Bruch, Petite Suite de Concert by Samuel
Coleridge Taylor, L’Arlesienne by Georges
Bizet, and “Braving the Unknown” and
“Contemplation” by Sinfonia director
Jay Fishman. The music begins at 7 p.m.
Friday in the Main Auditorium of Metro-
politan State University, 700 E. Seventh
St., and at 2 p.m. Saturday in the Basilica
of Saint Mary in Minneapolis. Children
are welcome. Visit mnsinfonia.org or call
612-871-1701.

Works by Minnesota composers will be
featured in the BandWidth Music Festival
on Sunday, April 3, at Landmark Center.
The Northeast Community Band will
strike up the music at 12:15 p.m., followed
by the Lex-Ham Community Band from
1:30-3 p.m. Admission is free.

Samuel Torjman Thomas and his ensem-
ble ASEFA will perform a mix of Hebraic
and Islamic music from North Africa and
the Middle East at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 3,
in the Chapel of Saint Thomas Aquinas

at the University of Saint Thomas. New
York violinist Jeremy Brown and Twin
Cities percussionist Mick LaBriola will
also perform. Admission is free. Masks are
required.

The Capital City Brass Quintet and
Hopewell Flute Choir will share the stage
in a free concert at 7 p.m. Sunday, April

3, at Olivet Congregational Church, 1850
Iglehart Ave. The program will include
compositions by Mozart, Faure, Zequinha
de Abreu, Nicole Chamberlain, Mark
Ballora and others. Masks and social
distancing will be required.

Djembe Joy, a class in hand drumming for
beginners, will be offered from 3:30-4:30
p-m. Wednesday, April 6, at the Women’s
Drum Center, 2242 University Ave. The
costis $10. Drums are provided. Masks are
required. Visit womensdrumcenter.org.

“Le Chemin de la Croix (The Way of

the Cross),” Marcel Dupré’s musical
meditation on the 14 stations of the
Passion of Jesus Christ, will be presented
at 7 p.m. Friday, April 8, in the Cathedral of
Saint Paul. Stephen Hamilton will perform
on the Cathedral’s pipe organ. Michael
Barone will narrate. Admission is free.
Donations will be accepted.

Snelling-Hamline guitarist Brandon
Henry and his roots rock band Art Vanda-
lay will celebrate the release of their album
“Champagne and Chandeliers” in concert

5

Music for ﬂute, voice and four gultars. The Minneapolis Guitar Quartet will be joined
by mezzo-soprano Clara Osowski and flutist Linda Chatterton at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 3, in Sundin Hall,
1531 Hewitt Ave. The concert will include newly commissioned works for guitar quartet and flute by
Brazilian composer Clarice Assad and American composer Aaron Travers, new arrangements of songs
by Schubert and Joaquin Rodrigo, and compositions by Jeffrey Lambert, Frederic Hand and Alberto
Ginastera. Tickets are $20, $10 for students. Visit tinyurl.com/MGQ2022.

from 9-11 p.m. Saturday, April 9, at the
Aster Cafe, 125 Main St. SE in Minneapolis.
Sharing the stage will be j. bell and the
Lazy Susan Band. Cover charge is $15. Call
612-379-3138.

Singer-songwriter Peter Mayer will
perform at 8 p.m. Saturday, April 9, at
Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling Ave.
Tickets are $25. Call 651-645-2647 or visit
ginkgocoffee.com.

Books

Highland Park author Andrew DeYoung
will discuss his new novel, The Temps, at

7 p.m. Thursday, March 31, at Black Hart,
1415 University Ave. Reservations are
required for this free program sponsored
by SubText Books. Visit subtextbooks.com
or call 651-493-2791.

A Cracked Walnut Poetry Workshop
will be offered from 10 a.m.-noon on Sat-
urday, April 2, in the first floor meeting
room of the Highland Park Library, 1974
Ford Pkwy. Admission is free. Participants
should bring eight or nine copies of an
original poem to share for some con-
structive criticism. For information or
reservations, email the moderator at
trinityfritzlawrence@gmail.com.

The Literary Bridges series continues on
Sunday, April 3, with a reading of poetry
and prose by five writers. Jeanne Lutz,
Sherry Quan Lee, Chris Stark, Keno Evol
and Emilio DeGrazia will read from their
works. The free program begins at 2 p.m.
at Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling
Ave. For information, call 651-225-8989 or
visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Macalester-Groveland author Elliott
Foster will discuss and read from his latest
novel, Reckoning Waves, in a free program
at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 3, at Lake Monster
Brewing, 550 N. Vandalia St.

Whiteness in Plain View, a new history
of racial exclusion in Minnesota, will be
discussed by author Chad Montrie at

7 p.m. Wednesday, April 6, at East Side
Freedom Library, 1105 Greenbrier St. A
history professor at the University of Mas-
sachusetts in Lowell, Montrie examines
the ways white people in Minnesota
acted to intimidate, control, keep out and
remove Blacks and how thatlegacy is
woven into the culture today. Admission

is free, but registration is required to
attend in-person or virtually. Visit
eastsidefreedomlibrary.org/events.

Carolyn Holbrook, editor of the anthology
We Are Meant to Rise: Voices for Justice

from Minneapolis to the World, will join
contributors Sun Yung Shin, Erin Sharkey
and Kevin Yang in a virtual discussion at

7 p.m. Wednesday, April 6. Visit facebook.
com/events/496354411857743/?ref=news
feed.

Exhibits

“Mestizaje: Intermix-Remix,” the art of
eight Latino artists, is on view through
June 12 in the sidewalk and skyway
galleries of the Minnesota Museum of
American Art, 350 N. Robert St. Marcela
Rodriguez Aguilar, Maria José Castillo,
Luis Fitch, Bobby Marines, Dougie Padilla,
Maria Cristina Tavera, Xavier Tavera and
Vlocke Negro explore what it means to
identify as mixed-race. An opening pro-
gram featuring Padilla and Xavier and
Maria Cristina Tavera will be held via
Zoom from 6-7 p.m. Thursday, March 31.
Visit mmaa.org or call 651-797-2571.

“Documenting a Reckoning: The Murder
of George Floyd” is being displayed till
June 5 at the Mill City Museum, 704
Second St. S. in Minneapolis. Through 54
images taken by professional and amateur
photographers, the exhibit illustrates 11
long months in Twin Cities history, from
the murder of Floyd in May 2020 through
the trial of former Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin in April 2021. An
opening reception will be held from 6-8
p-m. Friday, April 1. It will include a panel
discussion with New York Times photo
editor Brent Lewis, photographers Octavio
Jones and Gene Garvin and others whose
work is featured. Admission is free. Hors
d’oeuvres and a cash bar will be available.

The Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at
Saint Catherine University will display
two new exhibits from April 9 through
May 22. “Rooted Forward” features the art
of St. Kate’s students Liz Connors, Mathis
“Blue” J. Edwards, Cora Dean-Wyatt, Ellie
Leonard, Carolina Lopez, Megan Riley
and Theo von Weiss. “Not Here” presents
the drawings, prints, collages, illustrated
notebooks and cabinets of curiosities

of Minneapolis artist Jody Williams. An

opening reception will be held from 5-7
p-m. Saturday, April 9. The students will
discuss their art from 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 5. Admission is free. Visit
gallery.stkate.edu or call 651-690-6644.

“What Moves Between,” the work of
seven artists about to complete their MFA
degrees at the University of Minnesota,
will be displayed from April 5-23 in the
Katherine E. Nash Gallery, 405 21st Ave.
S.1in Minneapolis. Included are paintings,
ceramics, photography, sculpture, video,
installation and other works by Prerna,
Cody Hilleboe, Taylor Johnson, Stephanie
A. Lindquist, Julia Maiuri, Lela Pierce and
Hayden Teachout. An opening reception
will be held Friday, April 9. Call 612-
624-7530 or visit nash.umn.edu.

Theater

Parks, the story of acclaimed black pho-
tographer Gordon Parks who at 14 moved
to Saint Paul following the death of his
mother in 1926, is being staged through
April 10 at History Theatre, 30 E. 10th

St. Inspired by Parks’ book A Choice of
Weapons, playwright Harrison David
Rivers has crafted a drama about a young
man who used a camera to fight back
against hatred and discrimination. Kevin
Brown stars as Gordon Parks and James
A. Williams plays Pigeon Man. Tickets
are $30-$53. Call 651-292-4323 or visit
historytheatre.com.

Thurgood, a one-man show about the
first Black justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, is being staged through April 10

at Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent St.
Lester Purry stars as Thurgood Marshall,
renowned jurist, storyteller and architect
of the case that desegregated American
public schools. Lou Bellamy directs. Show
times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays through
Saturdays and 4 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are
$15-$40 reserved. Visit penumbratheatre.
org or call 651-224-3180.

Jelly’s Last Jam will be performed by
Theatre Latté Da from March 30 through
May 8 at the Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE
in Minneapolis. The Tony Award-winning
musical tells the story of Jelly Roll Morton,
the classically trained pianist who spread
the sounds of ragtime, blues and jazz
from the back alleys of New Orleans to

the dance halls and clubs of Chicago and
New York. Reese Britts stars as Morton
and Andre Shoals plays the Chimney Man.
Kelli Foster Warder directs. Tickets start at
$35. For reservations, call 612-339-3003 or
visit latteda.org.

Benjamin Britten’s opera, The Rape of
Lucretia, will be performed by An Opera
Theatre on April 1-3 at the Southern
Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S., Min-
neapolis. A woman’s body becomes a

tool for political ambition and power in
this production, which is based on an
Ancient Roman tragedy set amidst a war
between the Greeks and Romans circa 510
B.C. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and 4 p.m. Sunday. For tickets or
information, visit anoperatheatre.org.

The Little Prince, an adaptation of the
beloved French novella, will open on April
8 at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave.
S.in Minneapolis. Engaging for young and
old, the classic story of love, loss, hope
and what it means to have an open heart
tells of a world-weary aviator and the
mysterious child he meets while stranded
in the desert. Show times are 7:30 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays
through May 1. Tickets are $25, $20 for
students. Visit theatreintheround.org or
call 612-333-3010.
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El-Amin revives

STA basketball

he Saint Thomas Academy basketball season ended
Ton March 12 with an 89-77 loss to South Saint Paul

in the Section 3AAA semifinals. However, that did
little to dim one of the most remarkable turnarounds in

local high school sports in a long time.

Khalid El-Amin took the reins of a program that had
won just five games over the previous two winters. By
the end of this season, the Cadets had racked up 16 wins,
leaving El-Amin fired up and looking forward to next

season.

“The players got better as the season went on,” El-Amin
said. “The guys caught on quickly. We were able to get
them to have the confidence to compete on the court.”

Coming from Minneapolis North to STA would seem
like a huge culture change. Instead of playing with guys
who’d been successful and a part of each other’s lives
for years, El-Amin dealt with the conundrum that faces
all private school teams—getting players from different

programs on the same page.

Complicating matters was the fact he had a young team
with just one senior and his first two games were against
perennial private school powers Cretin-Derham Hall
and DeLaSalle—both of whom played in the state boys’
basketball tournament last week. The Cadets hungin
there against the Raiders in a 63-54 loss, but got squashed
by the Islanders 82-50 in their home opener.

El-Amin was unfazed. “I knew we had good athletes,”
he said. “The guys who weren’t playing a fall sport had
spent time together in the summer, and the fall sports

guys caught up in a hurry.”

The evidence of that showed when STA won nine of 11
games from mid-December to late January. One of those
was a 63-55 victory in the Capital City Classic over Mound
Westonka, a team that also made the state tournament.

STA’s lone senior, 6-foot-8 forward Nathan Johnson,
averaged 16.4 points per game this season. Junior guards
Michael Kirchner and Jack Chamberlain averaged 15.1
and 11.7. What made El-Amin even prouder, however,
was how his team improved without the ball. “We putin
some defensive rules,” he said. “It wasn’t easy, but it all

came together.”

One of the bigger adjustments for El-Amin was a
personal one. His son, Isa, made the varsity squad as a
freshman guard and appeared in 17 games. “He could’ve
played AAU this year, but he didn’t,” his father said. “He
learned how hard you have to compete to play at the

varsity level.”

So did the rest of the Cadets, who finished fifth in the
Metro East Conference with a 9-7 record, including a 72-
70 win over second-place Mahtomedi in early January.
“Winning gives you validation and shows you’re on the

right track,” El-Amin said.
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State boys’ basketball

Raiders finish third, Redhawks win consolation

By BiLL WAGNER

retin-Derham Hall completed

its run through the state Class

AAAA boys’ basketball tour-
nament by beating Eastview 103-95
in a grueling double-overtime win
on March 26 to take home the third-
place trophy. Not bad for a team that
started the season with a 2-5 record.

In the first round of state, the un-
seeded Raiders (21-11) knocked off No.
2 Owatonna 52-51 on junior forward
Adam Tauer’s three-pointer as time
ran down. CDH then saw its hopes for
a Cinderella season dashed with a 59-
48 loss to No. 3 Wayzata in the semi-
finals. Still, given the overall results,
coach Jerry Kline Jr. only had good
things to say about his squad.

“This was fun to be a part of, and
I’'m really proud of our kids,” he said.

Kline was especially pleased with
the way his squad responded against
Eastview after suffering the painful
defeat to Wayzata in a game in which
the Raiders led by four points with
less than seven minutes to play.

“That’s what happens when you
have eight seniors and they just don’t
want it to end,” Kline said.

Senior guard Tre Holloman, a Mich-
igan State commit, ended with 42
points against Eastview, and senior
teammate Donavhan Cain added 39.

Kline was quick to give credit to
both Holloman and Cain, but also sa-
luted all of those whose play led to the
team’s success. “Our practice play-
ers—our scout team—pushed our
starters this season,” he said.

Against Wayzata, which defeated
the Raiders in last year’s state final,
Holloman did all he could to try to
knock off the Trojans with 21 points,
10 rebounds and six assists.

“Give credit to Wayzata,” Kline
said, “it had more depth. We had
some chances, but we didn’t convert.
We had some bad shots, but you learn
from those games.”

The victory over Owatonna came
down to the big three-pointer by
Tauer with his team trailing by two
as the clock ticked down to the final
seconds. The game followed an an-
ticipated pattern for Kline.

“We figured that the first team to
50 points would win,” he said.

The Raiders went into the tourna-

CDH senior Tre Holloman puts up a shot against a pair of Wayzata defenders in the Class
AAAA semifinals on March 24. The Raiders fought hard, but fell 59-48. pHoto Y BraD STAUFFER

ment on a roll, defeating Tartan and
then East Ridge for their third straight
Section 4AAAA title. The two wins
were by a total of four points.

Redhawks take AA consolation

Minnehaha Academy, in its first
year of not having either Jalen Suggs
or Chet Holmgren helping them to
four straight state titles, had a much
harder path to return to the tourna-
ment this season. However, with
6-foot-7 senior forward Prince Aligbe
leading the way, the Redhawks (19-
11) managed a more than creditable
finish in their first season back in
Class AA.

Fourth-seeded Minnehaha led
off with a 71-67 loss to Morris Area/
Chokio-Alberta on March 22. The
Redhawks bounced back to beat
Glencoe-Silver Lake 77-67 and then
Pequot Lakes 79-56 to take home the
consolation crown.

All in all, it was a very good season
for Minnehaha, which started off 1-4
but kept improving.

“I was super-proud of our team,”
said coach Lance Johnson. “After a
rough start to the season, we ended
up getting better and better.”

The Redhawks got 10 different

players onto the scoresheet in the
consolation title game, which was
over almost before it started. Their
defense held Pequot Lakes to a mere
35 percent on field goal tries.

Minnehaha, meanwhile, shot 55
percent from the field and was nine
for 15 on three-pointers. Aligbe, a Bos-
ton College commit, had 32 points
and six rebounds. Junior guard Leroy
Barnes added 11 points, and junior
Rolyns Aligbe had eight.

Against Glencoe-Silver Lake, the
Redhawks trailed 39-31 at the half.
However, they came out strong in
the second period. Aligbe again led
the way with 29 points. Sophomore
forward Mateo Cortes Weiss added
20, Rolyns Aligbe had 11 and junior
guard Savion Caine had eight. The
Redhawks led for only 3:53 of the en-
tire game, but managed to pull ahead
when it mattered most.

Johnson gave a special shoutout to
Aligbe, who finished his prep career
with a 30-point average.

“Prince had as good a year as any
Minnehaha player has ever had,”
Johnson said.

And considering who some of the
players were who came before Prince,
that’s saying something.

Minnehaha junior Aniyah Reuben wedges her way past two defend-
ers in the Redhawks’ 82-29 win over Lake Crystal/Wellcome in state
Class AA quarterfinal action on March 16. pHoTo By BRAD STAUFFER

Minnehaha girls rebound to take third

By BiLL WAGNER

innehaha Academy’s hopes
Mfor yet another state girls’
basketball title were dashed

on March 18 when it got bounced 69-
57 in the Class AA semifinals by a Fer-
gus Falls team that was playing in its
first-ever tournament. The loss was
sandwiched between the Redhawks’
82-29 blowout over Lake Crystal/
Wellcome in the opener and nail-bit-
ing 53-52 win over Albany to take the
third-place trophy.

The loss to second-seeded Fergus
Falls came as third-seeded Minne-
haha’s shots failed to fall the way they
had all season. The Redhawks’ su-
perb freshman guard Addi Mack had
25 points in the game, though most
of those came in the second half af-
ter the team finally rebounded from
a miserable start. Sophomore Aliyah
Al-Hameed finished with 10 points
and senior Telia Graham added eight
for Minnehaha.

The Otters jumped out to a17-3lead
that swelled to 35-15 by the half. Min-

nehaha reduced the deficit to seven
points late in the second half. How-
ever, whenever the Redhawks put on
a run, the Otters matched it with a
streak of their own.

Minnehaha coach Matt Pryor gave
a lot of credit to Fergus Falls, but had
a rather grim assessment of the per-
formance of his own club, which had
been averaging nearly 80 points a
game.

“All season long, we’d been a good

MINNEHAHA GIRLS' HOOPS »16
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As for what may lie ahead, El-Amin said he’s already
busy working on next year’s schedule. Future non-
conference opponents could include such perennial
powers as Hopkins and El-Amin’s prep alma mater,
Minneapolis North. “To be the best, you have to play the
best,” he said. “We’ll be ready.”

Scott helped put Saints on baseball map

After nearly 30 years, the Saint Paul Saints are an
integral part of the local sports scene. Although they won
the Northern League championship in their initial season,
the reality was that several folks in attendance viewed the
baseball being played at Midway Stadium as simply one
part—and not necessarily the main part—of an evening’s
outing.

That all changed in 1995 when Marty Scott was named
the team’s manager. Scott had an impressive pedigree
from his nearly two-decade stint as a minor league player
and manager, and later director of player development
for the Texas Rangers. Scott played a key role in the
development of such MLB players as Pudge Rodriguez,
Juan Gonzalez and Ruben Sierra.

As often happens, a change of ownership brought a
change in the baseball hierarchy and Scott found himself
out of work. The Rangers’ loss was the Saints’ gain. Scott
understood that there was more than baseball going on at
Midway, but he had a knack for getting players to adapt
to and ignore what went on between innings. The game
between the lines began to interest people more and more
during his time running the show.

Scott showed his humanitarian and baseball instincts
early in his first season. Doug Dascenzo, who had spent
six years in the majors with the Cubs and Rangers, found
himself without a job in 1995. At age 31, he came to the
Saints’ training camp feeling a bit sorry for himself. Scott
pulled Dascenzo aside and told him to work hard and
a major league taker would be found. Nine games into
the season, Dascenzo was off to the Padres’ system. He
made it back to the bigs a year later. Scott then convinced
Dan Peltier and Darryl Morley, both of whom had
considerable major league experience, to lead the way
on the field. They did and the Saints won their second
Northern League championship.

The next year brought a bigger challenge. There were
a series of ex-big leaguers on the 1996 Saints. Darryl
Strawberry resurrected his career in 40 games and was off
to the Yankees. Jack Morris didn’t get the offer he wanted
and quit after half a season, but he helped a talented
20-year-old southpaw pitcher named Scott Stewart to
get his head on straight. Four years later, Stewart was in
the majors. As the season went on, other former major
leaguers came aboard and — presto! — the team won
another Northern League title.

In 1997, left-handed pitcher Ila Borders joined the
team in spring training. Scott Leius, who had been with
the Twins and White Sox, was in the same camp. In an
early intrasquad game, Leius ripped a Borders pitch for a
double. The next time Leius was up, Borders snapped off
a curveball for a swinging strike. Scott murmured, “She’s
smart. She remembered what he hit the last time.”

Borders made the team, but her regular-season debut
was rough when she hit a batter and gave up three earned
runs. The next night, Scott ran her back out there and

she struck out the side. A month later, he did Ila a bigger
favor. He traded her to Duluth for the simplest of reasons:
The Saints had too many southpaws and she wasn’t
getting enough time on the mound.

That same year, Scott took on ].D. Drew, a terrific hitter
who needed to learn how to play the outfield on a daily
basis. Drew did so and went on to a solid big league career.

But Scott wasn’t all business. One night, he was ejected
from a game and found solace underneath the stands
from Fargo manager Doug Simunic, who had also been
excused by an ump for the evening. The two came up
with an idea. Between innings, they came out in sumo
wrestling suits, banged into each other and fell down. The
crowd went wild. So did league umpire-in-chief Butch
Fisher and commissioner Miles Wolff. Both managers
got fined $500, but Wolff, a southern gentleman, made a
special request: He asked for the TV tape as a keepsake.

George Tsamis replaced Scott and continued the fine
line of playing good baseball and entertaining fans
between innings. That has evolved into the current status
of the Saints as the Twins’ top farm club.

But none of that could’ve happened if it hadn’t been
for Scott, the man with the gruff exterior who also had a
heart of gold.

Sorry about that, Leo

Correction from the last column. Saint Thomas
Academy senior Leo Bluhm took fourth in the 285-pound
category at the recent state Class AAA wrestling meet, not
185. Fat fingers strike again.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

15< MINNEHAHA GIRLS’ HOOPS

shooting team,” Pryor said, “but against
Fergus Falls we couldn’t hit water if we fell
out of aboat.”

The Otters out-rebounded the Red-
hawks 38-22 and had a 20-4 edge in sec-
ond-chance points. Minnehaha also made
only seven of 24 three-point attempts—all
of which combined to make it very difficult
to win a basketball game.

“We didn’t play our best basketball, but

Fergus Falls had a lot to do with that, for
sure,” Pryor said.

The Redhawks regrouped nicely in the
win over Albany the next day at Concordia
University. Minnehaha was trailing by 15
before the game was even 10 minutes old.
However, it soon got its moxie back. Sev-
enth-grader Ava Cupito became the hero
when she hit the winning field goal with
just four seconds to play.

“We seemed to have that hangover from
the previous game,” Pryor said, “but we

started to get it back as the game went on.
It was nice to see us come back the way
we did.”

Mack led Minnehaha against Albany
with 15 points, while Angel Hill had 14 and
Cupito added 10.

The Redhawks (26-6) went into the
playoffs with high hopes and there was
little in that first-round game against Lake
Crystal/Wellcome to make anyone think
they looked vulnerable in any way.

Mack and senior Charita Lewis each

had 14 points to pace the win. Hill had
13, Al-Hameed and Cupito both added 11,
and junior Aniyah Reuben contributed 10.
Graham had 10 rebounds.

Guards Mack and Lewis both were
named to the all-tournament team.

Minnehaha was competing in its 13th
state tournament in 15 years. The Red-
hawks will graduate three seniors this sea-
son who contributed major minutes, but
Pryor said expectations are running high
with the returning players.

VI/IT US ON
GRAND AVENUE
FOR LUNCH &

HAPPY HOUR

RED RABBIT

788 GRAND AVENUE

ST. PAUL, MN 55105
(651) 444-5395

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY
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MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office.
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

CUSTOM SIGNS, made to order. Wood,
canvas, glass or mirror; vinyl or
painted; distressed or perfect. Your
logo or business name, family, kids,
grandkids, quotes, sports or hob-
bies...anything you can think of! For
more details, text 612-860-5137 or
visit VelvetElvis.com

VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring?
Advertise in MyVillager’s special cat-
egory! Ads are dirt cheap. Experience
how it pays to blossom your sale for
as little as $12 per issue. Call 651-
699-1462 ext 10 or email WantAds@
MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES

SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for
a minimum of $12 and then sit back
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462
ext 10 or WantAds@MyVillager.com

NEIGHBORHOOD ALLEY Sale. April
8-10. Clothes, shoes, linens, toys,
tools and sports equipment. Selby
and Laurel, between Prior and Dewey.
50% of proceeds to Ukraine Unicef for
Children.

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR

40 YEARS' experience, all kinds of
books. Bookbinding by Steve.
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique
jewelry. We know and appreciate the
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz,
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing
in bathroom design, repair, creation
and remodeling. Great savings! Call
for free consultation. 651-257-4706;
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

ilager

NEIGHBORHOOD

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential
roofing. Local references. License
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured.
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior.
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING,
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660;
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.”
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal,
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651-
285-3237.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High quality
work at affordable rates. Full service
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references.
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing.
Remodeling. Tile. Professional.
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-709%4.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experience;
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Attention to detail. Call
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen,
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured.
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood
works.com

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your
old home’s remodel and plumbing
improvements. GCinquiries welcome.
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

KNOW YOUR

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more
information at MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount
for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of
13 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.

All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
We do not accept any ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: April 13............Deadline: April 6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN'S CONCRETE. Free estimates.
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years'
experience. 651-500-0980.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock,
plaster, textures, skim coating
and painting. Insured. David, 612-
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation,
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks,
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071.
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK'S CONCRETE. Resurface base-
ment walls and exterior walls and
floors. 763-607-3941.

MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category
offers handyman, moving, window and
gutter cleaning services, repair and
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR
Home Service in the next MyVillager!
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email
WantAds@MyVillager.com

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the
Minnesota Better Business Bureau.
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955
LighthouseMoving.com

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work,
30 years' exp. 651-483-8581, Jerry.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded,
licensed, insured. MN. License
#B(C635082. Big or small. Everything
from chimneys to basements. Stop
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates.
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in
Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE
ANDREPAIR.COM*
Remodeling and Handyman Services.
MN License #B(665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

FREDDIE'S JUNK Removal.
Commercial. Residential. Low rates.
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of the year again!
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License
#BC581059. Troy's Decks & Wood
Fences, 651-210-1387.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

HOUSECLEANING

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB'S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in
business. Seasonal cleaning specials.
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates.
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service.
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend
on. 20+ years' experience. Rita’'s
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing
your beautifully landscaped property.
Advertise your business in the Lawn
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*PH.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local, family owned.
Commercial. Residential. The best
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design.
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge,
installation, grading, sodding, beds
and gardens. Paver patios, walks,
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can help
you install. Horticulture Degree,
U of MN. Certified Nursery and
Landscape Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal.
Hedge trimming. Highland resident.
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured.
Free estimates. Removals, pruning,
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years' in
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial.
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies
LawnandSnow.com

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $150/month. 651-276-4396.
SorensenLawnCare.com

COMPUTER/INTERNET/ TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site,
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal,
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792.

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription.
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic,
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS and
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and
maintenance. Graphic design of
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters,
catalogs, brochures, etc. Also custom
signs made to order for holiday gifts,
businesses, sales, weddings, retire-
ment, etc. Fast, reasonable and local.
25+ years' experience. For more de-
tails, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations.
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; weddings,
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University.
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home.
Great, experienced, encouraging
teacher. 651-387-0099.

HOME IMPROVEMENT TIME!

NOW is the time to place your Classified Ad for

Spring Cleaning, Landscaping, Contractors,
Home Improvement and Home Services.

DON'T BE LAST oN THE LIST!
April 13 Deadline April 6

651-699-1462

WantAds@MyVillager.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Chad Arneson

RUNESON
wc- oo MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN

’ CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
763.482.9164

CONCRETE &
MASONRY

epair
Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

MERRIAM PARK

PAINTING -

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. -\
¢ Wallpapering i

Call Ed, 651224-3660 <,
www.mppainting.com

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 651492 5216

LAWN SERVICE

BERN

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com

In business since 1984
MaJor CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
651.207.5396

LANDSCAPING

RN A 1011 A f::f
\‘\ TC ! ]'
| WOODWORKS {

o _on e |
‘ f

Historic window and |}
door restorations,

|
!

—

SERVICE

' 651-468-1583
787 Selby Avenue
0 O

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

* Additions
* Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
*Concrete
» Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.nillesbuilders.com

Replace your
windows

Replace Your
Storm Windows

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers o Professional Service
\ Treg Trimming & Removal ¢ Stump Removal

gy owep 691-868-3317 Emmerca

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted FREE ESTIMATES

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery

Ask about our
Pet Urine Removal Treatment

Cleaned with non-toxic products

Naturelise ChemDry
651-341-0933 7ext or cai

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

B j quden bordenwinchisc:er\:;:;:
Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tift-in windows—for less!

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

651-497-9891

LANDSCAPING

+ Retaining Walls
« Paver or Concrete Driveways,
Slabs, Sidewalks & Patios
« Fine Grading & Sodding
« Water Problems

FREE Estimates

WWW. _am
lundbergsbobcatservice.com

Dorlen 612-910-3041

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGIE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243
HageConcrete.com

O

Join the more than 7,000
people \yho follow
Villager

Facebook.

Facebook.com/MyVillager/

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano
tuner/technician. See website for
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and
weekend appointments available.
Outstanding service and experience
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity.

SMALL DOG WALKER NEEDED.
Experienced, dependable and reli-
able dog walker needed for daily
walks twice a day. Highland Park area,
West 7th Street area. Start today! Call
Joanne, 651-398-3753. Wanted im-
mediately.

ROOFING

Sullivan GConstruction
Company
* Best Price
* Best Workmanship
* Best Materials
651-470-7896

Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured
* 30 Years EXp. NN License #BC515019

CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more
details, 651-690-3400.

WAREHOUSE WORK. Heavy lift-
ing, deliveries. Good driving record.
Bloomington. 952-881-4320.

EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER wanted
for Senior Housing Cooperative.
Duties include cleaning private
apartments and common areas to
ensure that cleanliness, safety and
sanitizing is maintained. Candidate
must be able to operate commercial
cleaning equipment. Other respon-
sibilities include interacting with
team members, resident members
and visitors in a friendly professional
manner. This 40 hour/week position
is benefit eligible, including PTO,
medical & dental, free parking and
a comfortable working environment.
This is a Monday-Friday position.
Hiring contingent on providing proof
of full Covid vaccination & passing
a background check. Email rob-
lillesve77@becketwood.com or con-
tact Robin @ 612-746-1006 or go to
Becketwood Cooperative, 4300 West
River Parkway South, Minneapolis to
fill out an application.

PART-TIME. Seeking enthusiastic and
organized customer service phone
sales rep to engage with customers at
a local flower shop. Rep will work 2-3
days per week and one Saturday per
month. Flexible schedule with ability
to work FT prior to floral holidays.
Intermediate-advanced computer
skills are required. Apply in person to:
Ann at A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738
Grand Ave,, St. Paul, 651-695-3225.

InterConnect

Landscaping LLC

B FAMILY OWNED

651-925-7356

DotyHardscapes.com
dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

BRICK, BLOCK No project too small.
& STUCCO REPIR * Lawn care * Snow removal
Over 25 yrs. Experience ] g
T * All landscaping projects
ic « Bonded e Ins
Call Mark Larson * Junk removal
651-642-5090 InterconnectLandscaping.com
D&DOTY& Rotten Wood?
HARDSCAPES =4
Landscape Design -
Stone Masonry IIHYDEAnD
Fencing HARMSEN
Patios & Walls CONSTRUCTION
Window sills, casings & tri
612-618-7033 roplacad, storm windows

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Livingspace

Scott Solomonson's cell:

LANDSCAPES

612.868.7787

BUILDING THE FUTURE -

RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!

Experts specializing in...
@ Patching

® New Stucco

SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

® Re-Stucco

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

e
Ak

Aaron Cole

ﬁ

\ »
&N

Lance Smith

WE NOW ACCEPT
Legal
Notices!

llaser

NEIGHBORHOOD
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HELP WANTED

FLOWER DELIVERY. Part-time. Seeking
enthusiastic person to deliver flow-
ers. This is a rewarding role where
one frequently makes people’s day
by receiving a gift from our shop.
Perfect job for a retired person or
someone looking to pick up some
extra money. Driver will work one to
two days per week and one Saturday
per month. Flexible schedule—ability
to work full-time prior to floral holi-
days. Great exercise and fun for those
that like to meet people. Must have
clean driving record and no lifting
restrictions. Apply in person to: Ann
at A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738
Grand Ave,, St. Paul. 651-698-6000.

UNIVERSAL BANKER. Highland
Bank-St. Paul, Highland Park.
SUMMARY: Responsible for estab-
lishing, retaining and deepening
customer relationships by providing
exceptional customer service, per-
forming efficient and accurate bank-
ing transactions, open or close
accounts, knowledgeable in policies,
procedures and regulations of the
bank for both consumer and busi-
ness customers. BENEFITS: Highland
Bank offers competitive wages,
wide range of benefits, 21 days PTO
per calendar year and 401k match.
Learn more and apply today at
www.highland.bank/careers

AGE 55+ WORKERS needed for PT light
custodial work at the Fort Snelling
State Park. Contact Green View at 651-
639-1913.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment
Homes available in the Highland
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp.

FOR RENT - ROOMS

ROOM FOR rent. Highland Park.
Available now. $600. Fred, 701-
260-9969 or 651-202-3070.

ROOMMATE WANTED

ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom,
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $550 per
month, does not include utilities.
Located: River Crossing Apartments,
1730 Graham Avenue West. Contact
Joanne; 651-398-3753.

LEGAL NOTICES

The Timothy A. Sexton Revocable 2021
Trust, Timothy A. Sexton as trustee,
both of Randalia, lowa; the Thomas ).
Sexton Revocable Trust, Thomas J.
Sexton as trustee, both of St. Paul,
Minnesota; the Mark J. Sexton Grantor
Trust, Mark J. Sexton as trustee, both of
St. Paul, Minnesota; the Jennifer S.
Walther Grantor Trust, Jennifer S.
Walther as trustee, both of St. Paul,
Minnesota; and the Andrew G. Sexton
Grantor Trust, St. Paul, Minnesota,
Andrew G. Sexton as trustee, Cedar
Falls, lowa, intend to apply for permis-
sion to become members of the
Sexton Family Control Group, a group a
cting in concert, to retain voting shares
of Britt Bancshares, Inc., St. Paul,
Minnesota, and thereby indirectly re-
tain voting shares of First State Bank,
Britt, lowa. The Federal Reserve con-
siders a number of factors in deciding
whether to approve the application/
notice including the record of perfor-
mance of banks in helping to meet
local credit needs. You are invited to
submit comments in writing on this
application/notice to Colette A. Fried,
Assistant Vice President Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago, 230 South
LaSalle Street, Chicago, IL 60604. The
comment period will not end before
April 19, 2022, and may be somewhat
longer. The Board's procedures for pro-
cessing applications/notices may be
found at 12 C.FR. Part 262. Procedures
for processing protested applications/
notices may be found at 12 C.F.R. 262.25.
To obtain a copy of the Federal Reserve
Board'’s procedures, or if you need
more information about how to sub-
mit your comments on the applica-
tion/notice, contact Jeremiah Boyle,
Assistant Vice President for Community
and Economic Development at (312)
322-6023; to request a copy of an ap-
plication, contact Colette A. Fried at
(312) 322-6846. The Federal Reserve
will consider your comments and any
request for a public meeting or formal
hearing on the application/notice if
they are received in writing by the
Reserve Bank on or before the last day
of the comment period.

LOCKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

\/‘ISECUHITY CORPORATION /]
716 S0. CLEVELAND
IV 651690-4443

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTER REPAIR

95% Dust-Free r
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..
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Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
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Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INC.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197
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RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, porches,
restoration & more
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Don’t miss our

on page 10!

Home Improvement
section starting

651-276-8233
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NEIGHBORHOOD

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair ¢ Foundation Repair
Brick ® Tuckpointing e Concrete
Chimney Repair ¢ Glass Block

Windows e Sidewalks & Steps
Remodeling  Painting ¢ Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES
e 651263-6572

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

Jeff Menard
LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks
6514366568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

Finest in Residential Roofing

PATES ‘651-690-3556

Metro area for over 25 years )
ROOFING PatesRoofing.com =
Licensed - Bonded - Insured Lic. #AR155317 ()

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.
e 222-8701

Full Warranty NN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Roger’s | ASHTREATMENTS *"Infuse it or LOSE it"

Tree Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

= *Trimming °-Removals - Stumps
Service | "™ v ump
Certified Arborist | 651699-1022 (0)612414'9241 lﬂ!lﬂl‘tree.c(lm

== WWeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree Removal/Tree &

Shrub Pruning & More

* x 32 Years Exp *x x

ALL SBASONS

allseasonstreemn.com

651.690.3200 B

rating

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

lic. * Bonded * Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

SfIESS
LUMBING
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(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Wallpaper Stripping/

Skim Coating
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
e Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651-699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior
E} ¢ Free Estimates ® References

EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454
ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

#BC738852

Eanl

Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

*Sanding
> Repair

\ National
@ Wood Flooring
Association

Floor Sanding
*Install > Refinishing
>Maintenance

612-290-153535

Burton’'s Rain
Gutter Service

e Clean ¢ Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

No Job too Small

Call Mike Arborist

UALITY BRUSH &
UMP REMOVAL

* Small Tree Removal * Tree Prunning
* Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

612-369-1987

Custom design
installation

* Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
e Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

® Privacy or ornamental fencing ® Shrub & tree planting
e Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

MIKE
MoHs

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights * Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ¢ Gutters

\Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 50005456)

- Additions

INSURED*BONDED®LICENSED

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

Helping your home since 1977.

* Remodeling

* Roofing « Concrete
« Siding « Garages
N I I_ I_ E 5 525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
BUILDERS 651-222-8701 HEAT1612

nillesbuilders.com

CONSULTATION = DESIGN = PROJECT MANAGEMENT

LANDSCAPING

B Outdoor Liv 1cept to completion

Celebratung
Ten Years

a patio or \
landscape ¢
update! ~ =

HELP WANTED

Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103




DAVID NOYES, JR.
651-233-0748

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS
651-695-4300

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-197-1387

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.

651-698-2481

coldwellbankerhomes.com

740 LEXINGTON PARKWAY
The market is GREAT for sellers right
now! This home sold in multiple offers in
just days and the seller is delighted! If you
would like to capitalize on this
GREAT market, give us a call!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

L Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

COLDWELL BANKER

10631 BRUNSWICK COURT BLOOMINGTON
Lovely West Bloomington home on a quiet
cul-de-sac on spacious lot! Open living
room with vaulted ceilings. Home is con-
veniently located to grocery
stores and other shopping,
reat schools, parks and more!
oodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264 * $419,900
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VIRTUALLY STAGED!

i

SUE JOHNSON crs, cr
651-329-1264

This lovely Shoreview townhome sold in multiple

offers substantially over asking
marketing solution
equity!
Drive

price. We created a
customized strategK, including “virtual staging”! This

elped the seller gain tremendous
all me to learn more! 1182 W Royal Oaks

GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Looking for that
NEW HOME.

Let Coldwell Banker
guide you!

/ e
GATHEDRAL HILL FIXER SELLS FAST!
Seller was thrilled to receive multiple offers on this
historic fixer upper that had been in the family for
60+ years. Now is a great time to selll Contact
us if you're interested in learning more about your
market value. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MICHAELA TOOHEY 2 o
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

-

MAZING DOWNTOWN MPLS OPPORTUNITY!
Downtown living at its finest on 18th flr of this refreshed
southern facing unit featuring 2BR, 2BA w/new flooring,
granite countertops & new windows to enjoy the skyline.
Outstanding amenities: fitness center, state-of-the-art
work spaces, rooftop deck w/pool, & more! $187K

CASSANDRA & ROBERT |49

‘
YARBROUGH 3
o

651-808-1065
YARBROUGHHOMES.COM

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

REALTY

TRULY CAPTIVATING!

Discover this outstanding 4BR, 3BA jewel near
the golf course! Find a main floor family room &
den, a beautiful kitchen and hardwood floors.
Sitting room on the upper level,

lower level amusement room, deck,

2-car. 740 Syndicate Street. *click

on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

FRBD

DARE TO DREAM!

Exquisite 3BR, BA twinhome on choice Summit
Avenue! Lovely hardwood, two story living room
with fireplace, stacked windows. Sun-splashed
kitchen, luxurious upper level

owner's suite. Rooftop deck,

2-car. 603 Summit Avenue. *click

on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

JUST LISTED!!!

6315 James Ave S: Spacious 4 bed-
room, 2 bath with entertainment sized
living room, eat in kitchen, delightful 3
season porch overlookin

a wonderful privacy fence

yard with heated in ground

pool.
JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $349,900

TJ PIERRET

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RETAIL/COMMERCIAL BLDG

Do you own or operate a small business/non-profit?

651-755-6669
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

Did you know we can help you buy/sell commercial
property?” We represented both the buyer and the

seller in this seamless sale.

COZY MAG GROVELAND!

Adorable 1950's rambler with two main floor
bedrooms, gorgeous hardwood floors and a com-
pletely updated kitchen. Spacious open lower level
with fireplace that will make the perfect entertain-
ment area. 426 Sarasota Street.

CASSANDRA & ROBERT g
YARBROUGH
651-808-1065
YARBROUGHHOMES.COM

PRIOR LAKE SPLIT LEVEL!

Four bedroom, two bathroom split level with
vaulted living room and lovely hardwood floors.
Spacious lower level with walk-out to private yard.
Enjoy all seasons on the lake with your private
access. 3454 Willow Beach Trail.

CASSANDRA & ROBERT g
YARBROUGH
651-808-1065
YARBROUGHHOMES.COM

BRYAN BEDESSEM
612-382-8415

f L;‘ il
NANCY BERGER
651-236-0636

JIM BURTON

651-690-8556

e, A< %
1616 RACE STREET, SAINT PAUL

Cute Hamline/Midway two story with tall
ceilings and three bedrooms on one level all
with huge walk in closets. Whole home has
updated windows plus a newer >

1+ car garage and fully fenced

in backyard. Great space and
neighborhood!

MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 * $309,900
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This updated classic home was renovated by a DIY cable
network team in 2010. High celings, quality materials, clean
lines & unique spaces thru-out this home. Inviting 3-season
fmt porch. Main floor features a large LR,

formal DR & den. Or?nal wdwrk, wainscot-

ting, buittin buffet, & French drs. Modem

kitchen. Fulltiled full bath on each level.

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 » $450,000

CHARMING LINDEN HILLS!

Quaint cottage in the city with three finished
levels that include a modern gourmet kitchen, two
bedrooms & laundry on the second level, and a
lower-level family room with a bedroom ensuite.
3215 W. 40TH St.

CASSANDRA & ROBERT [f
YARBROUGH 3
651-808-1065
YARBROUGHHOMES.COM

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER

651-231-2211

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

Y = h
MYA HONEYWELL

THE HIVE
651-329-3619

=

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

D
GAR FABEL
651-334-3659

|

ClAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260






