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Christy � nds comfort 
and possibly a cure

in neighbors’ prayers
By Tom Conlon 

When Irene Christy was diagnosed with cancer of 
the liver, sternum, spine and breast last January, 
her family, friends and neighbors rallied to her 

side. � ey organized a network of people to deliver meals 
to the family and assist with light housekeeping. � ey also 
formed a prayer group that continues to meet at 8:15 a.m. 
every Friday.

“We opened up our hearts and knew we needed to pray 
for a miracle,” said Katherine Howard, Christy’s next-door 
neighbor, who hosts the weekly gatherings.

As word of the prayer group spread, more and more peo-
ple came to pray with and for Christy, a Macalester-Grove-
land mother of three young children. The Most Reverend 
Peter Christensen—the newly appointed bishop of Superior, 
Wisconsin, and Christy’s former pastor at Nativity Catholic 
Church—celebrated Mass on Christy’s behalf on March 14 in 
the Howards’ living room.

“Bishop Christensen told the 30 of us there about faith 
journeys,” Howard said, “how all of us are terminally ill in 
some way and how through our own struggles in life we 
must trust God, like the apostles in the boat with Jesus dur-
ing the storm. (Bishop Christensen) anointed Irene while we 
all touched her and blessed her. It was quiet for about three 
minutes—not even a peep out of the 15 small children who 
were with us.” 

By Bob Gilbert

Last August, Ti� any’s Bar & 
Grille owner Blake Montpetit 
decided to name the Highland 

Business Association (HBA) as the 
bene� ciary of the charitable gam-
bling operation that operates with-
in leased space at his business. � e 
hope was that the pull-tab booth in 
the Highland Village tavern would 
bring in as much as $50,000 a year 
for the HBA, helping to cover the 
costs of its annual Highland Fest.

“We were hoping to replace the 
money that the HBA lost when 
Ford Motor Company announced 
it was closing its assembly plant and 

would no longer help underwrite 
Highland Fest,” said Greg Mor-
rison, who was hired last year to 
manage the HBA’s charitable gam-
bling activities.

The HBA may now have to look 
elsewhere. Highland Fest’s budget 
last year was about $55,000. In the 
past, Ford had donated as much as 
$25,000 to the three-day summer 
celebration. Last year it donated 
$12,500. And thus far, the pull-tab 
booth at Tiffany’s has barely cov-
ered the HBA’s expenses.

It’s a story that is playing out 
across Minnesota, where nearly 
1,400 nonprofit organizations are 
the licensed beneficiaries of 3,000 

charitable gambling operations, 
including such local groups as the 
Highland Central Hockey Associa-
tion, Czech and Slovak Sokol Min-
nesota and the Midway Lions Club. 

Charitable gambling is a billion-
dollar industry in Minnesota. Its 
biggest year was 2000 when state-
wide chairtable gambling grossed 
$1.48 billion. That number dropped 
to $1.29 billion in 2006 and to $1.22 
billion in 2007.

Pull tabs account for 93 percent 
of the charitable gambling activ-
ity, but there is also bingo, paddle-
wheels, raffles and tipboards. Over 

Governor’s veto shocks Central Corridor backers

Friends and neighbors of Irene Christy (center) gather around her in prayer.
PHOTO BY TOM CONLON
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By Jane McClure

As the 2008 Minnesota Legislature lurches 
toward adjournment on May 19, sup-
porters of the Central Corridor light-rail 

line along University Avenue are scrambling to 
restore $70 million in state funds for the project 
that fell victim to Governor Tim Pawlenty’s veto 
pen on April 7.

The veto took local light-rail backers and 
elected officials by surprise. Pawlenty had in-
dicated earlier that he would support the $70 

million allocation if the Central Corridor’s price 
tag could be brought within federal cost require-
ments. That prompted a flurry of cost-cutting 
earlier this year to pare down the project’s price 
tag to $909.1 million.

Without the state funds, the 11-mile light-rail 
project will have a much more difficult, if not im-
possible, row to hoe in obtaining matching fed-
eral funds. The project needs a $225 million local 
match by September when it will be submitted 
to the Federal Transportation Administration. 
Federal dollars are expected to pay for half of the 

project’s capital costs.
The bonding bill passed by the House and 

Senate totaled $925 million. Pawlenty’s line-item 
vetoes cut it to $717 million after he said he 
would not support a bill that topped $895 mil-
lion. In announcing the vetoes, Pawlenty said he 
was trying to prioritize state projects and com-
mit state government to fiscal discipline.

The Central Corridor was the largest single 
item cut. Pawlenty said he was pulling the proj-

CENTRAL CORRIDOR 4

Pull tabs at the booth at Ti� any’s.
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Howard believes a miracle is at work. 
“When Irene visited her oncologist, the doc-
tors said she had been responding positively 
to chemotherapy,” she said. “Not only had no 
new cancer cells formed, but the scans showed 
a clear regression of the spots on her liver and 
other metastasized areas had faded or left.”

Christy, 46, has a family history of breast 
and ovarian cancer. She and her sister Julie 
were tested for the BRCA1 gene in 2001 and, 
when they learned they were predisposed to 
the disease, had hysterectomies as a preven-
tive measure. Irene contracted breast cancer 
in 2004 nonetheless. She had a double mas-
tectomy that was thought to be successful un-
til the cancer returned earlier this year. 

“Chemotherapy, while controlling and 
hopefully killing off cancer cells, takes a real 
toll on your body,” said Christy, who works 
part-time as a second-grade teacher at Weno-
nah Elementary School in Minneapolis. “If it 
doesn’t kill you, you lose your hair, nails, skin 
and stomach lining, and it gives you mouth 
sores and other awful things. So I brought a 
collection of wigs to school and wore a dif-
ferent one each day to entertain the students. 
Last week I wore a pink Hannah Montana wig. 
I wore a green wig for St. Patrick’s Day, and I’ll 
wear a big Farrah Fawcett wig someday. 

“The kids at school have really been nurtur-
ing,” she said. “They remind me to drink the 
frequent water I need. It gives me a chance to 
share a little about human suffering and em-
pathy.

“One day I was helping serve lunch when 
a student in the other second-grade class told 
me she once looked like me. I learned from 
her teacher that she was a leukemia survivor 
and that (since contracting the disease) she 
never opens up to anyone at school. Seeing 
her bond with me touched us both, and it in-
spired me to keep going. Even in suffering, I 
could help someone.”

Fifteen adults and six children gathered at 
the Howards’ on April 4 to get an update on 
Christy’s condition and offer encouragement 
and prayers. Howard opened the meeting 
with a reading from the Bible—2 Corinthians 
5, 16-17.

“We all have busy lives full of family de-
mands and personal burdens,” Howard said. 
“But this time together unifies us in sharing 
Irene’s burdens. We hope Irene finds joy in the 
passage, ‘Oh Jesus, help me suffer,’ in her ef-
forts to draw closer to God as He experienced 
the same pain on the way to the cross. God 
will give you what you need when you need 
it.”

Ray Christy, Irene’s husband of 12 years, 
also spoke. “When we’re at the bottom of the 
barrel,” he said, “we stop to listen because we 

need answers. Jesus never gave up or gave in, 
but walked to the very end, and He walks with 
us in our struggles.”

The Christys’ three children—Rose, 10, 
Ray, 8, and Robert, 7—attend Nativity School 
where an 8th-grade religion class has been 
following their mother’s progress. Christy’s 
friends and neighbors have formed the An-
gels Group, whose members take turns doing 
light housekeeping for the Christy family. An-
other neighbor has been coordinating meal 
deliveries to the family as needed. Yet another 
group organized a “Rock for Irene” benefit on 
April 10 at DeGidio’s restaurant to help defray 
medical expenses not covered by insurance. 
(Donations may still be made by check to 
Irene Christy, c/o Bank Cherokee, 985 Grand 
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105.)

Christy’s family and friends all say they 
have benefited from sharing in her struggles. 
“Mother Theresa believed in doing many 
small things in a big way,” said Julie Turner 
Patton, Christy’s sister, who took part in the 
prayer group on April 4. “This is so much 
bigger than Irene having cancer, because so 
much good has come to us around her. God 
said he was going to turn a little cancer on in 
Irene’s body to wake up a lot of people, and a 
lot of beautiful things can happen when you’re 
awake. I’m reading more about Christian-
ity, more than I ever have before, and it has 
brought our family closer. I, too, am at risk 
for cancer. If I suffer the same fate, hopefully 
Irene and our neighbors will have inspired me 
to grow from it as much as she has.” 

“Irene’s struggles have been a blessing to us 
all,” Howard said. “While we pray, the children 
pray with us, watch videos or play with their 
toys. We hope they see our actions as a way 
to discover and learn about their own faith at 
their own level.

“As neighbors, we rarely tell one another 
how much we love and value each other,” 
Howard said. “This prayer group has given us 
that opportunity. We share her journey. We 
laugh and cry. It’s really nice to come together 
and put God in the center and express grati-
tude, hope, love and then ask God for help in 
Irene’s and our lives.”

“I live in the present now and take every day 
one at a time,” Irene Christy said. “My whole 
body is filled with kindness and forgiveness—
things I didn’t think about before the diagno-
sis. Other things that were important to me 
before aren’t now. I’m not struggling emotion-
ally anymore. I’m being carried and cared for 
by wonderful family, friends, neighbors, my 
students, parishioners and, most of all, God. 
In accepting that, I’m uplifted. Suffering can 
help you discover many blessings you never 
would otherwise experience or appreciate.”

For more on Christy’s condition, visit http://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/irenechristy.
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Kate Wollan (left) and Jane Tracy were among the 500 friends and neighbors who turned 
out at an April 10 benefit for Irene Christy (in pink wig).  Photo by Tom Conlon

�b irene christy

81 percent of the gross revenue is given back 
to the players through their winnings, 3.9 per-
cent goes to the state in taxes, a maximum of 
9.5 percent covers expenses and just over 5 
percent is distributed to the charities.

Charitable gambling in Minnesota has been 
a big business for nonprofit organizations 
since it became legal in 1985. Over the past 20 
years, it has raised an average of $75 million 
per year for nonprofit organizations, though 
that figure dipped to below $68 million over 
the past few years.

A St. Paul ordinance requires charitable 
gambling organizations to give 10 percent of 
their proceeds to the city’s Youth Programs 
Fund, which benefits the Division of Parks 
and Recreation. Charitable gambling organi-
zations contributed $230,148 to the fund in 
2002, but by 2007 that amount was down to 
$84,847.

The great majority of charitable gambling 
is conducted in bars, and many people be-
lieve that the decline in the proceeds can be 
attributed to the decline in the bar business in 
general.

“The statewide smoking ban created more 
of an impact than any other thing we’ve seen 
in the past,” said King Wilson of Allied Chari-

ties of Minnesota, a trade association that 
represents more than 900 charitable gambling 
organizations in Minnesota.

The smoking ban, which had already been 
in place in Minneapolis and St. Paul, went 
statewide on October 1, 2007. Wilson cited 
statistics from the Minnesota Gambling Con-
trol Board that showed charitable gambling 
was down 6 percent in October, 12 percent in 
November and 18 percent in December 2007 
from the same period in 2006.

The charitable gambling receipts for the 
Midway Lions Club Foundation are down, 
according to Joe Letourneau, who manages 
the operation. “We have 6 sites in St. Paul, and 
they are all doing pretty crummy,” Letourneau 
said. “The smoking ban really crippled us.”

The Midway Lions Foundation gives mon-
ey to the Salvation Army, Dorothy Day Cen-
ter, Union Gospel Mission, local Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout troops and organizations that 
serve the blind. The money it gives to St. Paul 
youth programs through the 10 percent fund 
is usually about $500 a month. In March it was 
only $65.

“When charitable gambling is hurting, the 
charities are hurting,” LeTourneau said. “I don’t 
know if there’s any cure for the problem.”

Kenneth Wyberg, who has been manag-
ing the charitable gambling operations of the 

Czech and Slovak fraternal organization Sokol 
Minnesota since 1993, said Sokol’s receipts are 
down at least 50 percent. Wyberg’s organiza-
tion sells pull tabs at Hot Rods, a bar on Uni-
versity and Snelling avenues. “At their high 
point, our profits were $30,000 per month,” he 
said. “Now they’re barely covering our operat-

ing expenses of about $15,000 per month.”
“The smoking ban and the drop in chari-

table gambling seem to have gone hand in 
hand,” Montpetit said, “but I think there are 
other factors, too. We’ve heard more times 

�b charitable gambling

Barbette Wisehart reaches into the bin to pull out a pull tab for a customer of the chari-
table gambling booth at Tiffany’s Bar & Grille.   Photo by Brad Stauffer

hard times for charities c�
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Clarence Johnston
Magnificent brick 3-story w/car-
riage house. Full of beautiful wdwk. 
& built-ins, 3 FPs, elegant entertain-
ing spaces, new kit., 5 BRs, 3rd floor 
apt., porches, mint! 483 Ashland.

651 225-3903 $975,000

Historic Setting
Enchanting Victorian w/wrought iron 
fence steeped in history on Maiden 
Lane. Tree-top master suite, attached 
2-car garage, elegant updated inte-
rior. 3,000+ sq. ft. 132 Nina.

651 225-3903 $775,000

Luxury Summit Condo
3,760 sq. ft. of spendid sunny spaces 
on 2 floors, sunrooms, 2 FPs, won-
derful living & entertaining space, 
designer 1,300 sq. ft. master suite, 
2-car garage. So luxurious!

651 225-3903 $685,000

Work & Live on Grand
Versatile investment property on a 
prime Grand Avenue block. Zoned 
OS. Now used as alternative health 
clinic w/sunny 2-BR apartment up-
stairs & 2-BR rental in basement.

651 225-3903 $399,900

Historic Meets Urban
676 Summit Ave. #302: This excep-
tional 2-BR, 2-bath condominium 
home has all tyhe wonderful finishes 
you would expect.
davidpedersen.edinarealty.com
651 587-1687         $564,200

Wooded Lot New Home
Stunning new home on a private lot. 
4 BRs, lovely kitchen with granite 
counters, cozy family room, office 
and lower level walkout. Relax on 
your deck.

612 750-3478 $499,900

Incredible Value
Lovely Victorian with gracious foyer, 
sunny living room and family room, 
& new kitchen. 3 finished levels and 
numerous improvements in the past 
2 years.

612 750-3478 $399,900

Views of River
Stroll through Crosby Park, just 
across the street. Or sit on your 
south-facing balcony and enjoy the 
river. 2 BRs, heated parking garage 
and in-unit laundry.

612 750-3478 $163,000

Dayton Delight
2096 Dayton: Staged and sold by 
Sarah in less than a week!
SarahWilkey.com

651 485-0104 $339,900

Prairie by the River
2116 Fairmount Ave.: Stunning 3+ 
BR, 2 bath, 2,400 sq. ft. Prairie Style 
home. Newer kitchen w/eat-in nook, 
fabulous new bath, 2 huge sunrooms 
(4th BR). Great architecture.

651 485-0104 $469,900

Stunning Townhome
376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey 
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck, 
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car 
gar. w/storage loft.

651 225-3921 $474,900

Architecturally Beautiful
1700 Lexington Ave. S. #211: Stun-
ning condo w/spectacular views. 
Fabulous open spaces, great for 
family living & entertaining. 3,750 fin. 
sq. ft., 2 BRs, 3 baths, 2 gar. stalls.

651 225-3921 $559,000

Premier Sunfish Lake
7 Sunfish Lane: Prairie Style home 
with a spectacular setting, below-
ground pool, tennis court, excep-
tional quality throughout, fabulous 
buy! www.MaryGallivan.com

651 225-3921 $895,000

Brand New Listing!
2090 Stanford Ave.: Beautiful 4-BR, 
2-bath home with natural woodwork, 
finished LL & space for expansion on 
the 3rd floor. Great value!

651 225-3923 $389,000

Come Inside!
Much more than meets the eye. Up-
dated home in move-in condition! 
Come inside this impeccable 4-BR, 
3-bath, 2,500+ sq. ft. home to appre-
ciate all it has to offer. 619 Fairview.

651 225-3920 $479,900

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

651698-2434

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.

651224-4321www.edinarealty.com           Your Home for Homes MLS

Spacious Condo
Coming 4/25! Great 1,388 sq. ft. 
condo in wonderful building, walk to 
Village and river. Fresh decor, 2 BRs, 
2 baths, real FP & in-unit laundry. Un-
derground garage, lovely balcony.

651 690-8408 $169,900

Merriam Park Beauty
1955 Portland Ave.: Walk to St. 
Thomas, Grand Ave., & river from 
gracious Merriam Park classic. Gor-
geous oak wdwk., leaded glass built-
ins, main den. Huge kit., 3 BRs.

651 690-8408 $379,900

Romantic Bungalow
Adorable 4-BR, 2-bath home in the 
heart of Mac Groveland! Gorgeous 
oak wdwk., floors & DR hutches, 
brick FP, lovely sunroom overlooking 
huge deck and yard. LL FR + bath.

651 690-8408 $324,900

Nokomis 1931 Tudor
Impressive, updated & spacious. 
2,000+ fin. sq. ft., new stainless & 
tiled kit., 4 BRs, 2 full baths, tiered 
patio/green space. Near lake, cafes, 
shops. 5228 28th Ave. S., Mpls.

651 690-8423 $294,321

Grand Bungalow
Move-in ready, refinished wdwk., 
floors & stainless kit. Abundant green 
space for fun in the sun, refreshing 
patio & perennial borders, 2-car gar, 
& alley access. 1366 Sargent.

651 690-8423 $249,900

New List Mac -Grove
Spacious & charming 2-story. 2 BRs, 
2 baths, fireplace, sunroom, office, 
large kit., new XL upper level bath, 
fenced yard & 2-car gar. Beautiful 
wdwk. & built-ins. Superb location.

651 690-8441 $285,000

Sold in Just Days
Stunning Mac-Grove four square. 
3+ BRs, 2 baths, attention to detail 
throughout. Rare find in this sought-
after neighborhood! Box beam ceil-
ing, built-in buffet & wood floors.

651 690-8441 $445,000

Great Curb Appeal &
Location: 1436 Osceola. Large 2-
story Colonial. 4 BRs on 1 level, 2 
baths, main floor den & LR w/FP. 
New windows, driveway, plumbing 
& retaining wall.

$297,000

Macalester Groveland
Charming 2-story, 2-BR, 1-bath 
cottage within waking distance to 
restaurants, coffee shops and parks. 
Gleaming wdwk., formal LR, DR, den 
& kit. Fenced backyard & 1-car gar.

651 690-8437 $219,900

Luxury Condo
442 Summit Ave. #4: Turn-of-the-
century, balcony over Summit! 
Stunning Clarence H. Johnston built 
w/hdwd. floors, updated kitchen & 
bath, high ceilings & sunlit rooms.

651 481-6710 $325,000
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than not that people are worried about their 
jobs. We’re certainly seeing it with the Ford 
plant. They have about 800 people working in 
the plant right now, down from 2,000 a year 
ago.”

Peg Fuller, who monitors charitable gam-
bling for the St. Paul Department of Safety 
and Inspections, has seen a steady decline in 
that activity since she took the job eight years 
ago.

“A lot of people want to blame the smok-
ing ban, but the 0.08 blood alcohol level had 

a big effect too,” she said, referring to the state 
law that lowered the legal threshold for driv-
ing while intoxicated. “People don’t go out and 
drink like they used to.”

Fuller also cited the increased competition 
from other forms of legal gambling in Min-
nesota. “A bus will pick you up at Lexington 
and University Avenue and give you a ride to 
Mystic Lake Casino,” she said. “Members of 
my mother’s generation used to play pull tabs 
in local bars all the time. But pull tabs are just 
not that popular with young adults today.”

“We know we need to reinvigorate our busi-
ness,” Wilson said.“It’s a matter of whether we 

need to retool or reinvent charitable gambling. 
We need a new business model because the 
business model that’s in place hasn’t changed 
since the 1980s. But society has. We have to 
do some new things or we’re going to see the 
decline continue.”

The St. Paul City Council passed an ordi-
nance last year in an attempt to aid the ailing 
charitable gambling industry. The ordinance, 
sponsored by Ward 5 City Council member 
Lee Helgen, allowed bar bingo in the city and 
permitted bartenders to sell pull tabs instead 
of requiring a manned pull-tab booth within 
the bars.

The HBA has not given up on charitable 
gambling yet. In fact, despite the dearth of 
proceeds over the past eight months, the asso-
ciation is now exploring the possibility of ex-
panding its pull-tab operations to other sites. 
There is also talk of offering bingo in the beer 
tent at this year’s Highland Fest.

“We came into the charitable gambling 
business at a tough time,” Morrison said. “and 
getting the operation up and running hasn’t 
been easy. 

“But we’re hoping that with the coming of 
warmer weather, more people will go out and 
our revenue will increase.”

�b hard times for charities
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ect “into the maintenance shed for further 
inspection.” 

Of the $208 million slashed from the bond-
ing bill, $127 million was tied to St. Paul proj-
ects, including every request submitted by the 
city. St. Paul officials now concede that most 
of the requests will not be brought back this 
year, although that could mean the demise 
of some projects due to the loss of matching 
grants and pledges.

Although there is support from St. Paul, 
Ramsey and Hennepin counties, and Minne-
apolis officials for restoring the $70 million for 
the Central Corridor, no one is sure when or 
if that will happen. Ramsey County commis-
sioner Jim McDonough said he anticipated 
that if anything does happens, it will be dur-
ing the last seven to 10 days of the session.

Since the veto was signed, “we haven’t heard 
anything,” McDonough said. “It’s frustrating.”

Some local officials speculate that the Cen-
tral Corridor could be a bargaining chip in 
state budget negotiations. Others wonder if 
there is a move afoot to redesign the project, a 
step that would mean missing the September 
deadline for FTA submission. Metropolitan 

Council officials have warned that a delay 
could mean a significant enough rise in con-
struction costs to derail the Central Corridor.

Mayor Chris Coleman said the veto “shows 
a stunning disregard for the largest economic 
development opportunity in our region’s his-
tory” and is “a direct threat to the city’s fu-
ture.”

Ward 1 City Council member Melvin Cart-
er III agreed. “This is critical to the future of 
St. Paul, this is critical to the future of the re-
gion, this is critical to the future of the state,” 
he said.

On April 9, both the St. Paul City Council 
and Central Corridor Management Commit-
tee passed resolutions urging Pawlenty and 
the 2008 Legislature not to adjourn until at 
least $70 million is appropriated for the Cen-
tral Corridor. The council vote was unani-
mous; the Management Committee vote was 
9-0-3, with Metropolitan Council chair Peter 
Bell, state finance commissioner Tom Hanson 
and acting state transportation commissioner 
Robert McFarlin abstaining.

After the veto, Bell issued a statement say-
ing that the Central Corridor project has not 
been derailed. He expressed confidence that 
the governor and state lawmakers will find a 

way to resolve the issue.
However, state lawmakers have mixed re-

actions to the Central Corridor’s prospects. 
At an April 8 press conference and in other 
statements, most members of the St. Paul del-
egation said they believe the project is dead 
for the session. Representative Alice Haus-
man, who chairs the House Capital Invest-
ment Committee, believes it may be too late 
to revive it. Representative Michael Paymar 
was one of the few who said supporters of the 
project should not give up.

State lawmakers have indicated that a veto 
override is unlikely, given that most legislators 
outside of St. Paul got their projects funded. 
This is the second year that St. Paul has been 
shut out of state capital projects. The entire 
bonding bill was vetoed by Pawlenty in 2007.

Funds for other St. Paul projects vetoed by 
the governor include:

• $3.8 million for riprap and other shoreline 
work from the Upper Landing neighborhood 
to the High Bridge. The city has received fed-
eral funding for a match and has received one 
extension already for use of those dollars.

• $2 million for land acquisition to expand 
the Vento Nature Sanctuary.

• $11 million for Como Zoo, including 

$800,000 to complete the polar bear exhibit 
and the rest earmarked for a new gorilla ex-
hibit. Zoo officials believe they can complete 
the polar bear exhibit with other funds, but 
said the gorilla exhibit expansion is on hold.

• $24.5 million to build a new Bell Museum 
of Natural History on the University of Min-
nesota’s St. Paul campus.

• $100,000 to plan for an amateur sports fa-
cility in the Midway area.

• $5 million for an Asian-Pacific Cultural 
Center at the old Hamm’s Brewery. Backers 
have said the project will be shelved if the  
$5 million cannot be restored this session.

• $4 million for high-speed rail from St. 
Paul to Chicago.

• $2 million for turning the Union Depot 
concourse in downtown into a multi-modal 
transit hub. A week after the veto, the U.S. 
Postal Service board of governors approved 
the sale of the Union Depot concourse to 
Ramsey County. The purchase price and 
other details have not been announced. Work 
on the transit hub would not begin until after 
the Postal Service moves to Eagan by the end 
of 2010. Because that project can tap other 
funds, county officials do not see the veto as 
a fatal blow.

By Jane McClure

Governor Tim Pawlenty’s veto of $70 
million in state bonding for the Cen-
tral Corridor light-rail transit line has 

thrown a monkey wrench into the St. Paul 
City Council’s deliberations over zoning pro-
visions that would encourage transit-oriented 
development on either side of the proposed 
University Avenue route.

“If the governor sticks to his veto and he 
doesn’t fund the Central Corridor, does it 
matter if we do this or not?” asked Ward 5 
City Council member Lee Helgen. That senti-
ment was shared by Ward 2 council member 
Dave Thune, who questioned why the city 
would approve more dense, transit-oriented 
development guidelines if the light-rail line is 
not built.

However, council members Russ Stark of 
Ward 4 and Melvin Carter III of Ward 1 argue 
that not adopting the zoning overlay regula-
tions would undermine months of planning.

“There are a lot of people out there look-
ing for signs to say, ‘Look, St. Paul is slowing 
down,’” Stark said. “That would be the wrong 
message to send.”

“Whatever happens, University will remain 
a dense population center,” Carter said. “The 
zoning overlay is consistent with the existing 
and projected density.”

The proposed zoning regulations are simi-
lar to the interim zoning regulations they 
would replace. They are meant to promote 
more dense development around Rice, Dale, 
Lexington, Snelling, Fairview, Raymond and 

Westgate streets, where the light-rail stations 
are planned. The regulations would not affect 
existing businesses. However, they would re-
strict the heights, setbacks and design of new 
buildings and their off-street parking require-
ments. New auto sales, rental, repair and ser-
vice stations would also be discouraged.

Last year the City Council adopted a Cen-
tral Corridor Development Strategy as a guide 
for long-term development along the light-
rail route. That is being followed with more 
detailed planning in the transit station areas. 

The interim zoning regulations were adopt-
ed last June to control development while the 
station area plans were being drafted. How-
ever, state law only allows interim regulations 

to remain in place for a year. The station area 
plans will not be ready for public hearings 
until this summer. According to city planner 
Donna Drummond, it may take up to two 
years to complete all of the studies and draft 
the zoning regulations.

Drummond believes the city should be 
looking at zoning changes along University 
even if light rail is dropped or delayed. Uni-
versity Avenue already has the highest tran-
sit use in the city, she said, so it makes sense 
to plan for more density. “This is our major 
commercial corridor in the city; this is where 
we should be planning for future growth,” she 
said.

Recent developments on University, such 

as the new Wilder Foundation headquarters, 
have required variances because most of the 
street’s current zoning does not allow such 
tall buildings. Easing the off-street parking 
requirements, as the proposed zoning regula-
tions do, is viewed as a way to help attract new 
businesses and encourage developments that 
are not possible under current zoning.

Paula Maccabee, who represents Midway 
Center owner RK Midway, and Ultan Dug-
gan, who owns two commercial buildings on 
University, told the City Council that St. Paul 
should wait on new zoning regulations until 
the 2008 Minnesota Legislature acts.

Representatives of University United, the 
St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce and the 
District Councils Collaborative argued for 
adoption, saying the city would be making 
a mistake leaving a gap between the interim 
and permanent zoning regulations, opening 
the door to more disputes like the ones that 
surrounded recent developments in Midway 
Center, the Midway SuperTarget and Lexing-
ton Park. 

Susan Kimberly, vice president for eco-
nomic development with the St. Paul Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said the chamber is 
concerned about making what are essentially 
temporary regulations permanent. However, 
she said, the chamber is supporting adoption 
of the zoning overlay district if a sunset clause 
is included, removing the district if the the 
temporary regulations have not been replaced 
by the station area plans by June 2011. The 
sunset clause has also been recommended by 
the St. Paul Planning Commission.

�b central corridor

Business, transit interests debate need for University zoning

The 
eastbound 
lanes of Uni-
versity Avenue 
make their way 
toward the 
state Capitol.

photo by
brad stauffer
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Mohawk Carpet Installed Prices

Hurry in!
 March 30 -
May 3, 2008

St. Paul 1808 Grand Ave. 651-698-5518
White Bear Lake  651-429-3316 Stillwater 651-439-9695 

www.abbottpaint.com

PAINT • CARPET • FLOORING • WINDOW TREATMENTS • WALL COVERINGS

Immanuel Baptist
Church

We welcome
you to worship

with us on:
Sunday

10:00 am – Bible Class
10:45 am – Worship

Wednesday
7:00 pm – Bible Study/Prayer

www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an

independent church
750 Watson Ave. • St. Paul
MN 55102 • 651-227-5075

Gregies
Small Engine Repair & Welding

472 South Griggs
*Last Repair Shop in Highland

       651-690-0615
                                      Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-5:30, Fri. 8:00-5:00, Sat. 9:00-1:00

RANDOLPH

472 S. GRIGGS472 S. GRIGGS
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Still Here!

By Jane McClure

More than 40 University Avenue busi-
ness owners met with Metropolitan 
Council and St. Paul city staff last 

week to voice their concerns about the pro-
jected loss of close to 1,000 of the 1,150 on-
street parking spaces on University in St. Paul 
with the building of the proposed Central 
Corridor light-rail transit line.

“We need to be able to argue our case as 
a group,” Ax-Man Surplus owner Jim Segal 
told the gathering, which was organized by 
the University Avenue Business Association, 
the Hmong Chamber of Commerce and the 
Hmong Business Association. “Otherwise, 
we’ll get what they decide we’ll get.”

Like many University businesses, Ax-Man 
has no off-street parking. Segal, whose store 
is on the northwest corner of University and 
Fry Street, may lose all of the on-street park-
ing in front of his store because of he store’s 
proximity to the proposed light-rail station at 
Snelling Avenue. “Without customer parking 
in front of our businesses, we’re going to go 
away,” he said.

The University Avenue right-of-way is 120 
feet wide in most areas. With four lanes of mo-
tor vehicle traffic, additional left-turn lanes at 
signalized intersections, two tracks for light- 
rail cars, and light-rail station platforms for 
passengers, that does not leave a lot of room 
for parking. 

“It isn’t like we can widen the street to fit 
everything in,” said Dan Soler, a Central Cor-
ridor project engineer. “But we have to figure 
out how we can make this work to serve all of 
the competing interests.” 

Though local officials anticipated some 
parking loss with the building of light rail, no 
one knew the numbers would be so high, ac-
cording to St. Paul City Council member Russ 
Stark. “A lot of us feel pretty sheepish about 
that,” he said.

Stark of Ward 4 and City Council mem-
ber Melvin Carter III of Ward 3, along with 
Ramsey County commissioners Janice Rett-
man and Toni Carter, promised to work on 
the parking issues. Stark said that though 
light-rail construction is scheduled to start in 
less than two years, that is time enough to ex-
plore a variety of solutions.

The loss of on-street parking is just one of 
many uncertainties that University businesses 
are dealing with as engineering of the light-
rail line proceeds in anticipation of the start of 
construction in 2010. Another is the prospect 
of customer parking lots becoming de facto 
park-and-ride lots for commuters.

Chang Thao, whose family owns Foodsmart 

in the Uni-Dale Mall, wondered how he will 
be able to keep light-rail riders from park-
ing in the Foodsmart lot and then boarding 
the train at University and Dale. He said he is 
also concerned about losing the few on-street 
parking spaces available in front of his fami-
ly’s smaller grocery at University and Virginia 
Street.

Tina Lehmann of Metro Dental Clinic said 
her business already spends $8,000 a month 
to provide employee parking in the nearby 
Spruce Tree ramp and another surface park-
ing lot. Metro Dental also pays to have an ad-
ditional parking lot patrolled. “We have no 
other resources at this time,” she said.

The city of St. Paul currently has no fund 
dedicated to neighborhood parking improve-
ments in its neighborhoods, according to 
Craig Blakely of the St. Paul Department of 
Planning and Economic Development. Ad-
dressing the problem may mean tapping into 
the Neighborhood Sales Tax Revitalization 
program or assessing local property own-
ers. City officials said they would apply for 
a portion of the $32 million that is available 
for mitigating problems with the building of 
the Central Corridor line. However, much if 
not all of that money may be needed to ad-
dress the parking and traffic problems with 
the latest plan to forgo the tunnel and run the 
light-rail trains at-grade across the East Bank 
campus of the University of Minnesota.

St. Paul and Metropolitan Council staff 
members have been meeting this month with 
University Avenue businesses to survey their 
parking needs. According to Blakely and St. 
Paul city planner Al Lovejoy, efforts could be 
made to arrange shared parking among busi-
nesses. To help in that regard, they said, the 
city could relax its off-street parking require-
ments so that businesses with shared lots 
would not have to seek parking variances. The 
city could also offer incentives for businesses 
that are willing to share parking.

The city created a $1 million Places to Park 
fund in the 1990s to encourage the creation 
of shared parking lots. One lot near Grand 
and Snelling is still operating through as-
sessments to benefitting property owners. A 
similar agreement to share the House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church parking lot on Summit 
Avenue failed because there were not enough 
business owners willing to foot the cost.

The city can lease a private lot and improve 
it for use as shared parking if property owners 
are willing to pay an assessment for the lot’s 
upkeep, Blakely said. A recent state law also 
allows cities to set up parking improvement 
districts, assessing local property owners for 
improvements to nearby parking lots. Other 
possibilities under review are alley parking 
and angle parking on side streets.

“Some businesses might do fine with rear 
parking,” Lovejoy said. “At others, customers 
need to get in and out quickly. In some places, 
that’s going to be a tougher issue.”

A vision of University Avenue in the era of light rail, taken from the city of St. Paul’s Cen-
tral Corridor Development Stategy.

Businesses plead for preservation of 
parking along Central Corridor route 
City officials agree on need 
to compensate for the loss 
of on-street parking spaces
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We do Factory Scheduled Maintenance for all makes & Models. Computerized records.
We offer Courtesy Rides

Ron Alcorn ~  15 Year  Owner

Tire DealerTire Dealer

  Parkway
  AUTO CARE

1581 Ford Parkway & Snelling
651698-3208

COUPON

  Cooling System Flush & Fill
    Our professional technicians will:
   Check: 1. Radiator for leaks and corrosion
  2. Radiator cap
  3. Coolant level
  4.  Anti-freeze concentration 

(specific gravity)
  5. Water pump for leaks

$4995$4995
   Plus
 Coolant

*Additional Service Billed as needed. Trucks & Vans billed separate. Includes up to 5 Qts. of Oil. Additional Fluids are extra.

$5995

  6.  Tension and condition of all belts
  7.  Upper and lower radiator 

hoses and clamps
  8. Bypass hoses and clamps
  9. Heater hoses and clamps

COUPON

SPRING CAR CARE PACKAGE
Increase Gas Milege…Improve Your Car’s Performance…

 • Perform Fuel Injection Service
Reg. $16400

• Change oil & filter • Test drive for alignment
• Check and fill under hood fluids •  Inspect belts & hoses
•  Inspect CV boot condition •  Inspect tune-up condition
•  Lube suspension bushings, •  Grease steering linkage,
   grommets and mounts as needed    as needed
•  Inspect front & rear suspension •  Inspect front & rear brakes
• Rotate tires if needed • Inspect wiper blades

Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2008

Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2008

COUPON

Air-Conditioning
Tune-up & 

Recharge System
  • A/C system inspection
  • Belt and hose inspection
  •  Charge up now before

hot weather hits                        plus Freon
Coupon Good Thru June 30, 2008

A Properly Tuned Car Saves Gas!

$13995
plus Tax

Board OKs Homecroft reuse, asks for better public process

By Jane McClure

The St. Paul City Council, acting as the 
board of the Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority (HRA), voted unani-

mously on March 26 to extend until June 
29, 2009, an agreement with Midway Center 
owner RK Midway to develop the vacant par-
cels of land on St. Anthony Avenue between 
Snelling Avenue and Pascal Street.

RK Midway’s site plan for a new home im-
provement store on the northwest corner of 

St. Anthony and Pascal was approved by the 
St. Paul Planning Commission in June 2007. 
However, the company does not know exactly 
when it will begin construction, according to 
RK Midway representative Paula Maccabee. 
The company first wants to construct new 
buildings for Walgreens and Big Top Liquors 
at Snelling and Spruce Tree Drive, she said. 

RK Midway owns the parcel at St. Anthony 
and Pascal and would like to purchase the 
Metro Transit bus barn site immediately to 
the west on Snelling and St. Anthony for the 

construction of other retail stores.
The District 13 Council supported the ex-

tension of the development agreement with 
RK Midway, although residents are ambivalent 
about having big-box retail stores on the site, 
according to District 13 Land Use Committee 
chair Scott Banas. The parcels are less than a 
quarter-mile from the proposed Central Cor-
ridor light-rail transit line, and some people 
would rather see them developed with busi-
nesses that are more compatible with transit. 
Some residents are also concerned about the 

effect that big-box stores would have on traf-
fic congestion near some of the most congest-
ed intersections in the Twin Cities. 

City Council member Melvin Carter III, 
whose Ward 1 includes the Midway site, has 
promised a “substantive community process” 
before the bus barn property is redeveloped. 

According to Ward 4 City Council mem-
ber Russ Stark, the bus barn property is “one 
of the best development sites in the city,” and 

old bus barn site c�

RK Midway given another year to redevelop Snelling-St. Anthony site 

By Kevin Driscoll

The St. Paul School Board voted 6-1 on 
April 15 to approve Superintendent 
Meria Carstarphen’s plan to replace 

Homecroft Elementary School in the fall with 
a variety of school district programs. They 
include an Early Learning Center for various 
preschool programs, a half-day arts program 
for junior and senior high students with emo-
tional and behavioral disabilities, and a full-
day treatment and educational program for 
students in grades 4-10 with mental health 
problems.

At the same time, the School Board passed 
two motions directing the superintendent 
to keep its members informed in advance of 
any significant program and facility changes 
and to come up with a process to involve the 
public in such decisions. The resolution was 
seen as an effort to avoid future controver-
sies like the one that arose over the district 
administration’s handling of the situation at 
Homecroft.

The changes at Homecroft were precipitated 
by the school’s failure to make “adequate year-
ly progress” for several years running under 
the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law. 
Last year was the first year that schools that 
have not met the goals of NCLB were subject 
to corrective action. Homecroft is one of eight 
district schools that are facing changes in the 
coming school year for that reason.

Two other district schools may be subject to 
corrective action in the 2008-09 school year, 
depending on how their students do on tests 
this spring, according to Carstarphen. How-
ever, she said, “it wouldn’t be fair to name 
them because the test results may make a dif-
ference and it would just lay more pressure on 
the students, staffs and communities.”

Carstarphen said she is committed to bring-

ing “more accountability and transparency 
into anticipated major programming changes 
due to NCLB and state law.” As part of that ef-
fort, she said, her administration will regularly 
present to the School Board the deadlines for 
various actions required by federal and state 
laws and will work with the board and indi-
vidual schools to create a process for receiving 
“more and clearer feedback” from the public 
on potential changes.

However, she added, “school principals and 
site councils must be vigilant in addressing 
any problems they’re having in meeting goals 
for adequate yearly progress by anticipating 
the need for program changes and, through 
communication with the community, coming 
up with solid ideas in enough time to get the 
logistics and any needed money together.”

Carstarphen’s initial plan for Homecroft 

was to replace the neighborhood elementary 
school with two junior and senior high school 
programs—one for students with special edu-
cation needs and one for students with emo-
tional and behavioral disabilities. The first 
that local residents heard of the plan was in 
late November 2007—three weeks before the 
School Board was scheduled to vote on it. 
When 150 Homecroft neighbors turned out 
on December 12 to oppose the plan, Carstar-
phen relented and established a Homecroft 
advisory team to suggest alternatives.

Twenty local residents volunteered for the 
advisory team and with the help of district 
staff came up with three alternative elemen-
tary school programs. The district added six 
more options to the mix, including the one 
ultimately approved by the School Board.

The board’s vote disappointed members of 

the advisory team. “The process was flawed,” 
advisory team member Bill Rosenbloom told 
the School Board on April 15. “The advisory 
team was lied to, and the community has been 
disrespected. The advisory team was sent on 
Mission Impossible with an outcome preor-
dained by the administration. As we speak, 
the administration is chiseling out the word 
‘public’ in public education. The board is ac-
quiescing and the public is paying. As long as 
the board condones and encourages this be-
havior and neighborhood schools are taken 
away and programs are shoved down our 
throats by fiat and not collaboration, the com-
munity will continue to take its students out 
of the public schools and put them into char-
ter, private and parochial schools.”

School Board member Keith Hardy cast 
the lone vote against Carstarphen’s plan for 
Homecroft. Though the plan will save the 
district about $180,000 a year, Hardy said he 
was hoping that any new use for Homecroft 
“would generate new revenue for the district.”

The plan outlined by Carstarphen at a re-
cent School Board meeting is to consolidate 
the district’s pre-kindergarten programs in 
the Early Learning Center. The center will 
have Early Childhood Family Education and 
Early Childhood Special Education classes for 
up to 120 youngsters and their parents, a re-
source library, offices for birth-to-age-5 staff 
and a teacher training program. 

The half-day arts program, called The Lab, 
will serve up to 50 junior and senior high 
students who have emotional and behavioral 
problems. They would be bused to Homecroft 
from their regular schools. 

The Rivereast Day Treatment Program will 
serve up to 48 students in grades 4-10 who, 
because of emotional disabilities or mental 
health problems, are not equipped to succeed 
in a regular classroom.

Homecroft looks back

Homecroft Elementary School, 
1845 Sheridan Ave., is seeking old 
school yearbooks, photos, 

school T-shirts, trophies and 
other memorabilia from the 
school’s past for a display at 
an all-school reunion from 
5:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 29.

Those who are willing 
to lend memorabilia for 
the display are asked to 
bring it to the Homecroft 
School office between 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on week-
days, now through May 16.

Written memories of Homecroft 
experiences are also welcome. Materials la-

beled with their owners’ name and address 
will be returned promptly.

Homecroft Elementary will close for 
good this June and the building will reopen 

in the fall for a variety of districtwide 
programs. The reunion is in-

tended as an opportunity to 
pay tribute to Homecroft’s 

86-year history as a neigh-
borhood school.

Homecroft alumni and 
their families, former 
teachers and staff are in-
vited to tour the school 

on that day and browse 
through the displays as well 

as the science, social studies, 
writing and art projects com-

pleted by current students. 
For information, call 651-293-8955. 
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Low Vision Doctors
Help Legally Blind to See
Members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists
help those with  macular degeneration to keep reading and driving.

By Elena Lombardi
Freelance Writer

Jackson, New Jersey Donald Paquette, 72, a former 
assessor from  Anaheim, California  thought that his 
driving days were over. “I could not read the street 
signs soon enough and I couldn’t pass the vision test 
at the DMV office.”
  Gonzalo Garcia, 74, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
wanted to be able to read and write more easily. He 
wanted to see the nails and screws when he tried to use 
them in home repairs. He wanted see his grandchil-
dren singing in the church choir. But  he thought those 
days were over when he was diagnosed with Macular 
Degeneration.
  Neither Donald nor Gonzalo  knew that  a low vision 
optometrist could help  with some of those issues.
  “In New Jersey, Bioptic Telescopic Glasses can be 
used to pass the vision test for driving”, says Dr. Chris 
Palmer, optometrist in Minneapolis, Mn.  “This can 
allow some with conditions like macular degeneration 
to continue driving”.
  “Amazing!”  says Donald. “I can read the street signs 
twice as far as I did before and even see the television 
better!” Mr. Paquette received bioptic telescopic glass-
es and also special prismatic reading glasses for easier 
newspaper reading.
  People don’t know that there are doctors who are 
very experienced in low vision care. “Not many doctors 
like to work with people who are often upset and 
anxious” says Dr. Palmer, who traveled to California for 
speical training recently.  “I love to see their faces light 
up when they see again.”
  Macular Degeneration is the most common eye 
disease among the senior population. As many as 25% 
of those over 65 have some degree of degeneration. 

The macula is one small part of the entire retina, but 
it is the most sensitive and gives us sharp images.   
  When it degenerates, ARMD leaves a blind spot right 
in the center of vision making it impossible to recog-
nize faces, read a book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
  The experts do not know what causes macular 
degeneration. But major factors include UV light from 
the sun, smoking, aging, and improper nutrition. 
  Vitamins can help. The results of two studies, 
AREDS  and LAST demonstrated a lowered risk of 
progression by about 25% when treated with a high-dose 
combination of vitamins. 
  A new, proprietary supplement based on the scientific 
studies is available from these doctors.  A very power-
ful formulation,  Macula Therapy Formula is available 
from Dr. Palmer’s office.
  Nine out of ten people who have macular degenera-
tion have the dry type. There is no medical treatment 
except for vitamins. The wet type is more aggressive 
and results in more dramatic vision loss. It involves 
leaky blood vessels that sometimes can be sealed with 
hot or cold laser.  Newer  treatments, such as Macugen, 
Lucentis and Avastin are injections to prevent leakage.
  “Our job is to figure out everything and anything 
possible to keep a person functioning,”  says 
Dr. Palmer. “Whether it’s driving, reading, watching 
television, seeing faces, playing bridge…we work with 
whatever is on the persons “wish list”.
  “Telescopic glasses usually cost over $2000”, says 
Dr. Palmer, “especially if we build them with an 
automatic sunglass”.  Reading glasses start at $500 
and hand magnifiers under $100. Every case is 
different because people have different levels of vision 
and different desires.

RICHARD DOUGHERTY  WITH
TELESCOPE GLASSES
Richard Dougherty, 89, of Palmdale, California came 
to Dr. Shuldiner in June, 2003.  He has returned every 
two years to have the DMV vision report form filled 
out to keep driving. 
Dr. Shuldiner prescribed bioptic telescopic glasses 
to read signs and see traffic lights farther away in 
June, 2003.   At his visit on March 3, 2007,  

Mr. Dougherty said “The telescopic glasses keep getting better and better!”.  
“They are actually better, by far, than the day I got them.  The doctor is a genius! 
Definitely worth the $2300 I paid for them”.  On his visit this past March, Mr. Dougherty 
reported that the special prismatic reading glasses were still working fine. 

Chris Palmer, OD
Minnesota 888 882 2040
Yanna Nachtigal, OD
Pennsylvania 877 523 2020
Randolph Kinkade, OD
Connecticut 800 756 0766
Richard Shuldiner, OD, FAAO
Southern California 888 610 2020
David Armstrong, OD
Virginia 866 321 2030

Brian Saunders, OD
Georgia 877 948 7784
Marc Gannon, OD, FAAO
Florida 866 942 2020
Ross Cusic, OD
Washington 877 823 2020
Sheldon Smith, OD
Michigan 877 677 2020
Larry Chism, OD
Texas 888 243 2020

The following are some of the very experienced doctors working with low vision patients. They
are members of the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists and are happy to speak with you:

~ Advertisement

FRAME
St. Paul ~ Snelling at St. Clair • 651-690-3718
Minneapolis ~ 43rd & Nicollet • 612-870-1292

www.frameups.net

SPRING
SALE!

By Kevin Driscoll

Citizen participation 
would seem to be alive 
and well in Highland 

Park. Close to 250 area resi-
dents turned out for the High-
land District Council’s annual 
meeting on April 9 to get an 
update on the organization’s 
activities over the past year 
and elect eight new members 
to its board of directors . 

“It was wonderful to see so 
many people take an inter-
est and show up,” said HDC 
community organizer Kathy 
Carruth. 

“By far, it was largest turnout 
I’ve seen since I’ve been on the district coun-
cil,” said Shawn Bartsh, who has represented 
the Highland Business Association on the 
HDC board for the past 15 years. “It was great 
to see the community show up, become en-
gaged and voice their opinions.”

“It was truly amazing to see such a large 
turnout,” said Ruby Hunt, a former member of 
the St. Paul City Council and Ramsey County 
Board and co-chair of a League of Women 
Voters committee that has been studying the 
city of St. Paul’s district council system. “This 
doesn’t happen often for district councils.”

In fact, the turnout on April 9 was four or 
five times the turnout at the HDC’s annual 
meeting in 2007 when a push by local mem-
bers of the Republican Party to get out the 
vote resulted in another surprising turnout 
and the election of seven new members to the 
council’s board of directors. 

Eight of the 18 seats on the HDC’s board are 
up for election each year (two board members 
represent the Highland and West 7th business 
associations). None of the incumbents chose 
to run for re-election.

Elected to two-year terms were Mike Wil-
son and Dan Smith, replacing Ted Davis and 
Jenny Winkelman as the two new at-large 
representatives; Marilyn Tamsky replacing 
Bill Driver in Grid 2; Phil Ledermann replac-
ing Dave Pinto in Grid 4; Loren Sorenson 
replacing Peter Armstrong in Grid 6; Chris-
topher Priebe replacing Gary Marx in Grid 8; 
Jennifer Taylor James replacing Bill Mahaffey 
in Grid 10; and Paul Krech replacing Al Abra-
hamson in Grid 12. 

Returning board members who will be up 
for re-election in April 2009 include Brent 
Van Tassel in Grid 1, Joseph McCabe in Grid 
3, Bill Klein in Grid 5; Tim Puffer in Grid 7; 
Steven Lentsch in Grid 9; Will Jefferson in 
Grid 11; and Bill Poulos and Georgia Dietz, 
the other two at-large representatives. 

Dan Greenberg serves on the board as the 
representative of the West 7th Business Asso-
ciation.

“I thought the meeting went very well for 
how many people showed up,” said Klein, the 
current president of the HDC board. “Com-
munity members were genuinely respectful in 
their questioning of the candidates. I’m grate-

ful for those who ran for election because 
this past year has demanded more of a time 
commitment than most of us expected. I hope 
those who didn’t prevail in the elections will 
stay involved, perhaps by joining one of our 
committees.”

The HDC has three standing committees—
Transportation, Community Development 
and Community Services—that are open to 
any Highland Park resident who is interested 
in serving. The council also has a Crime Pre-
vention Committee in the absence of a crime 
prevention coordinator.

The past 12 months have been tumultuous 
for the HDC as it wrestled with a debt of more 
than $56,000 in back taxes, penalties and in-
terest owed the IRS for failure to pay with-
holding taxes and to file quarterly tax forms 
for several periods between 1998 and 2007. 
An investigation by a local accounting firm 
hired by the HDC attributed the tax liability 
to sloppy bookkeeping and minimal oversight 
by previous HDC boards.

The HDC has worked out a resolution with 
local IRS officials by agreeing to pay $8,042.25 
of the money owed. A ruling on the proposed 
settlement is expected from the national of-
fice of the IRS by May 9, according to Puffer, 
the HDC’s current treasurer.

The HDC has since changed its financial 
operations, Puffer told those gathered at the 
annual meeting. “From now on, an outside 
firm will be handling our payroll, tax and fi-
nancial reporting responsibilities and report-
ing to the board monthly,” he said. 

“We’re in a transition period now, and I’m 
hoping that in the future the council can op-
erate in a more positive vein,” said Klein, who 
indicated that he will “probably” seek re-elec-
tion as HDC president when new officers are 
chosen at the board meeting on May 1.

Klein was elected president in February to 
fill the unexpired term of Poulos, who was 
removed by a vote of the board. Also up for 
election on May 1 are two alternates on the 
HDC board who sit in for any board member 
who cannot make a meeting. 

The HDC board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. For more 
information, call 651-695-4005 or visit www.
highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Highland Park turns out in droves 
to elect new district council reps

other alternatives for its use should be consid-
ered.

How to redevelop the area south of Midway 
Center has been debated for 20 years. In 1998 
the HRA entered into an agreement with the 
owner of Midway Center to clean up polluted 
soil on the Pascal-St. Anthony site and the 
Midway Marketplace property to the east. RK 
Midway received $1.6 million for the cleanup 
and in exchange agreed to spend $4.5 million 
improving the 4.7-acre site. Various develop-
ments, including restaurants and a movie the-
ater, have been considered for the property, 
but none have come to fruition.

In 1999 Metro Transit began construction 

of a new bus barn north of downtown St. Paul. 
The Snelling garage was demolished in 2002. 
Metro Transit initially considered replacing it 
with a smaller transit facility. In June 2001 the 
HRA extended the development agreement 
to give RK Midway time to work with Metro 
Transit on a combination retail/transit center/
bus garage, but that too died on the vine.

Metro Transit has been reluctant to part 
with the bus barn property because it needs 
another bus facility in the east metro area. 
Various sites have been studied, but none has 
met its requirements. Metro Transit still has a 
couple of sites in mind, according to spokes-
person Bob Gibbons, but will not get into se-
rious discussions with their current owners 
until later this year.

�b old bus barn site

Highland District Council grid areas.
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Thune’s vision
To the editor:

How lucky we residents of St. Paul are to have Dave Thune 
on the City Council looking out for us. Thanks in part to 
his courageous leadership, St. Paul may soon be the only 
municipality in the nation that sees the wisdom of banning 
no-frills gyms like Anytime Fitness that aren’t staffed 24 
hours a day (Star Tribune, March 31). These franchise owners 
had a lot of nerve spending their own money to open up 
legitimate businesses without checking with him first. But as 
Thune sagely pointed out, “These kinds of gyms don’t benefit 
the city with more jobs.” And if someone has a heart attack in 
those gyms, help might not come fast enough.

The idea that St. Paul residents might want a safe, 
convenient, affordable place to work out is absurd. Perhaps 
we can get coffee shops in those sites instead; St. Paul needs 
more of those. Yet, I fear Thune is not going far enough. 
There are thousands of people in this town who irresponsibly 
go jogging on city streets alone! That kind of activity creates 
no jobs, and any one of those joggers could have a heart 
attack at any time.

Thune also showed great vision in opposing later bar 
closings during the Republican National Convention. Instead 
of defending his position by raising possible concerns like the 
need for an increased police presence, he pointed out that the 
people in his ward “don’t want a bunch of puking Republican 
lobbyists on the streets at four in the morning.” 

Thune was right again. Everyone knows that all 
Republicans are rich oil company fat cats who can’t hold their 
liquor. But I still don’t think he’s going far enough. I’ve heard 
rumors that there are actual Republicans living in the city of 
St. Paul. As many as one in five residents might be affiliated 

with “those people.” We can’t be the truly progressive city we 
so want to be while there are people here who don’t think 
exactly alike, so having Thune show his disdain for the 
thousands of ordinary people who will attend the convention 
is a good first start in finally driving all Republicans back to 
Texas or Minnetonka or wherever they came from. 

I used to wonder how Thune managed to keep getting 
re-elected over and over again. Now that I’ve seen more 
examples of his courageous, visionary leadership, I have 
to agree that leaders like him come around only once in a 
generation, and we are smart to hold on to him.

 
Mark Paske

Macalester-Groveland

University parking is no problem
To the editor,

There are some areas along University Avenue where 
on-street parking is limited and very important to small 
businesses. Unfortunately, there was little consideration in 
the April 9 Villager article of the abundant and underutilized 
off-street parking along much of the Central Corridor. The 
owner of the Finn Sisu ski shop asked where his customers 
would go if there is no on-street parking in front of his store. 
One alternative might be the 246-space surface parking lot 
that has many empty spaces 50 feet from his door.

According to a study by the city of St. Paul, there are 
well over 20,000 off-street parking spaces in the Central 
Corridor. A previous study by the Midway Transportation 
Management Organization indicated that 40 to 60 percent 

Viewpoint
By Scott J. Raskiewicz

As another birthday 
approaches and I grow 
deeper into middle age, I 

feel more estranged from modern 
life. The mindless, excessive 
consumerism that largely defines 
this economy and country 
seems to me a horrible mistake. 
America’s obsessive love affair 
with computers, cell phones, 
video games and other such 
gadgetry—items that are filled 
with toxic material and are now 
crowding landfills and seeping into 
groundwater—seems a Kafkaesque 
nightmare from which we will not 
wake until it is perhaps too late.

Yes, I am old-fashioned. I 
prefer paper to the toxic glare of a 
computer screen. When reading a 
book, I love the sound of turning 
pages. I love the look of the printed 
word, line after neat line, in black 
and white, with pristine borders. It 
is so unlike a computer screen, with its beeps, glaring colors, 
blinking icons and crowded borders inviting attention deficit 
disorder, hyperactivity and an even faster, more unnatural 
pace of life. And unlike Internet access, which must be 
purchased month after month, one pays only once for a book.

When writing, I love the feel and sound of my pencil and 
hand gliding across smooth, white paper. I even love the 
familiar scrawl of my imperfect handwriting. It is human, 
so unlike the electronic, soulless words that appear on a 
computer screen. 

Books, paper and pencil invite journeys deep into the 
minds and souls of others and oneself. Computer screens 
invite journeys of incredible range but little depth. That 
nearly nonexistent depth is perhaps the hallmark of our era. 
From our popular entertainment to our political leaders, 
nearly nonexistent depth seems a prerequisite for success in 
America today.

Books, paper and pencil invite reflection and 
contemplation, the activities that make us most human— 
and most humane. Computer screens encourage the bane of 
modern society and reinforce the unofficial, unspoken motto 
of the United States: Bigger, Faster, Louder, More!

I realize that computers, cell phones and similar gadgets 
offer benefits—particularly to those who have earned billions 
of dollars from America’s love affair with technology. But I 
cannot shake the feeling that as individuals and as a society 
our full-speed-ahead love affair with technology has cost us 
more than we have gained.

I may be an aging dreamer, but I prefer the real-life 
community of my long-ago boyhood and college years to the 
virtual communities, quickening pace and ever-increasing 
shallowness of modern life.

Scott J. Raskiewicz is a Highland Park writer and director of 
the Ideal Society Center, a non-partisan think tank.

Society’s costly love affair with technology
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By Mary-Helen Mische

My “baby” just passed a big milestone in her life— 
she completed her kindergarten screening through 
the St. Paul Public Schools. That means next year 

she will be off to the same “big school” as her older brother, 
and both of my little ones will be another year closer to not 
being little ones anymore.

As a member of the Junior League of St. Paul, a volunteer 
community service organization whose members have been 
serving the citizens of St. Paul for 90 years and whose newest 
project is the “Building Bonds through Reading and Play” 
initiative, I had the benefit of some extra insight going into 
the kindergarten screening. 

For instance, I already knew that seven out of every 10 
children enrolled in the St. Paul Public Schools come from 
low-income families, and that by 3rd grade only 52 percent 
of those children have become proficient in reading. I had 
already spent many hours researching the importance of 
parent-child bonding. I had learned that the lack of bonding 
between parents and children leads to an increased risk of 
child abuse. I knew the crucial role that reading can play in 
establishing those critical bonds. I was aware that the love 
of reading is a lifelong gift, and that those children who are 
proficient readers fare better in school and beyond. 

As my 5-year-old and I sat 
in the hallway of the school 
district’s Placement Center 
waiting for her name to be 
called, I wondered about the 
other 3,500 families in St. Paul 
who would have their children 
screened for kindergarten this 
year.

Did they know that spending 
time together reading and 
playing can help prepare their 
children for school? Were their 
children receiving regular one-on-one reading and bonding 
time with Mom or Dad or another significant adult in their 
lives? Did those children have favorite books that they 
clamored to have their parents read to them again and again? 

I hoped so. 
I hoped that those families enjoyed gathering at bedtime 

and reading stories under the comfort of quilts and flannel 
sheets as my children and I have done. My own children have 
learned and imagined from the stories we have read to them, 
and now they can both read for themselves.

I hoped that the other children at the Placement Center 
that morning would be entering kindergarten with those 
same foundation-building experiences. However, I knew that 
many will not.

That is why I take heart in knowing that all children who 
go through the kindergarten screening process in this city 
will now be receiving their own beautiful books from the 
Junior League of St. Paul, and knowing that their parents 
will be getting Junior League brochures that explain, in 
four languages, the importance of reading with children, a 
suggested book list for little ones, and a message encouraging 
families to apply for a public library card.

I love the words of Margaret Fuller, who said: “If you have 
knowledge, let others light their candles in it.” 

That is exactly what the Junior League of St. Paul is 
attempting to do. 

Our work educating families about the importance of 
building strong bonds and reading with children will light 
the candles of many in our city. Our project can make a 
difference in the lives of other people who can begin to 
replace darkness with light.

If we can begin to light the candles of those most in need 
among us, then our community’s brightest days are surely 
yet to come.

The writer is a resident of the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood of St. Paul. She has been a member of the Junior 
League of St. Paul since 2005 and serves as its communications 
chair this year.

Lighting a candle 
in the darkness

I love the words 
of Margaret 

Fuller, who said: 
“If you have 

knowledge, let 
others light their 

candles in it.” 
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of the spaces in off-street parking lots along University Avenue were 
empty during periods of peak demand. If 40 percent of the  20,000 
off-street parking spaces in the Central Corridor were empty, that 
means there would be 8,000 off-street spaces available to replace the 
1,000 on-street parking spaces that might be eliminated on University 
Avenue through the construction of the light-rail line.

I hope the city of St. Paul and the Metropolitan Council will work 
with local businesses to evaluate the potential of 
off-street parking to compensate for reductions in on-street 
parking. The need for parking should be reduced because the 
light-rail line will attract many new riders who previously arrived 
by car. With an open-minded and innovative approach to this issue, 
University Avenue will become a much more economically vibrant 
and attractive place.

Chip Welling
Merriam Park

Editor’s note: Chip Welling sits on the Central Corridor Community 
Advisory Committee as a representative of the Union Park District 
Council.

A lifetime of parking problems
To the editor: 

I wish to address the issue of the parking variance requested by Life 
Time Fitness (Villager, April 9). I live on Pinehurst Avenue and have 
been a resident here for 40 years. I have been directly affected by the 
increased traffic and parking on my street by the patrons of Life Time 
Fitness. I have not complained, just endured.

If the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals, in its wisdom, felt that a 
specific number of parking spaces should be required for a specific 
number of square feet in use, why should this wisdom be ignored? 
We know that the real issue here is the subsequent request for a wine 
and beer license, if the parking variance is granted. People eating 
and drinking park longer than those simply working out. We still 
remember Pudge’s. If the parking variance and wine and beer licenses 
are granted, we will have all of our issues exacerbated.

They want us to compromise? Haven’t we already? St. Paul City 
Council member Pat Harris, please support our neighborhood and 
your constituents against this variance.

Diane Sineps
Highland Park

Rethink the Snelling median
To the editor: 

In response to two letters to the editor in the April 9 Villager: Yes, it 
is difficult to turn from southbound Snelling Avenue into the Lincoln 
Commons parking lot. But placing a median down Snelling will not 
allow any vehicles traveling south on Snelling to turn into Lincoln 
Commons.

Those of us who cross Snelling Avenue to ride the bus or to walk 
to amenities on the opposite side can attest to the hazards. But the 
amenities are only between Lincoln and Summit avenues. There are 
four stoplights at Snelling and Grand avenues that should be used to 
access these amenities. Only students at Macalester College would be 
crossing Snelling at Lincoln to access the amenities. 

Yes, as anywhere in any city, you do take your life in your hands 
when you cross with the green light. Snelling and Grand is not 
immune from this. If you cross with the light at the appropriate time, 

you will have no problem.
Place a median down Snelling all the way to I-94? What happens 

when emergency vehicles from the fire station at Ashland Avenue 
need to go north on Snelling?

Do you really believe putting in a median on Snelling will make 
vehicles stop when someone is trying to cross the street just to get 
onto the median? It is not going to make any difference. People will 
continue to travel the way that they do now.

Letter writer Vernon Jorgensen is correct: 99 percent of the use 
of the median will be to access Macalester College, and all stores, 
restaurants, etc., can be reached by using the intersections with traffic 
lights. Macalester is only looking to beautify the avenue like it tried on 
Grand just west of Snelling.

People really need to think this proposal through. 
 

Timothy Kay
Macalester-Groveland

Median is a waste
To the editor:

I’ve lived in the area of Snelling and St. Clair avenues for more 
than 30 years and drive on Snelling often. Snelling is probably the 
busiest north-south thoroughfare in St. Paul. It’s dangerous to cross 
except where there are signal lights. However, the proposed medians 
(Villager, March 26) seem like such a waste of money, especially 
when our property taxes are so high and the state Department of 
Transportation needs money to replace and maintain bridges.

If there are enough pedestrians to warrant it, why not put in a 
signal light at Snelling and Lincoln avenues? It’s quite dark on the west 
side of Snelling, so why doesn’t Macalester College have more lighting 
at the intersections between St. Clair and Grand? Also, it’s very 
difficult to grow trees and other plants in a median and keep them 
healthy. They have to struggle with salt, drought, soil compaction and 
difficult maintenance conditions in the middle of a busy street.

Al Pruszinske
Macalester-Groveland

Don’t squeeze Snelling traffic
To the editor:

It’s amusing that letter writer Ginny Housum, who lives in Merriam 
Park, is so confident that the people who actually live off of Snelling 
Avenue across from Macalester College know so little about the traffic 
median that is proposed for Snelling (Villager April 9). Ms. Housum 
discounts our “speculative concerns” regarding traffic patterns. 
Which speculative concerns are those?

Was what I observed as I stood on my block during the median test 
speculative? Were the dozen or so cars making U-turns in the Snelling 
traffic lanes every hour speculative? How about the dozens of other 
cars making three-point turns on our block? Were the additional 
cars cutting through our alley speculative? How about the car that 
ran up on the boulevard in front of my house and narrowly missed a 
neighbor and me on the sidewalk? Hologram? Hallucination? 

I’m comforted that Ms. Housum has absolute confidence when the 
city’s Public Works Department states something “unequivocally.” 
Too bad she didn’t know that they put their traffic counters at the far 
eastern end of the blocks and missed all of the speculative action at 
the west end—near Snelling where the median would go.

�b inbox
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Instant runoffs: A vote for and a vote against

By Mike Beach

There has been a lot of interest lately 
in a little understood voting system 
commonly known as instant runoff 

voting. IRV would allow voters to rank 
candidates in order of preference rather than 
vote for just one. If no candidate receives a 
majority of first-choice votes, the candidate 
with the least number of first-choice votes 
would be eliminated and the second-
choice votes on those ballots would then 
be transferred to the remaining candidates. 
This process is repeated as necessary until a 
“majority” winner is manufactured. 

IRV proponents pitch it as a new, 
improved, fairer, more progressive, more 
democratic, quicker and cheaper voting 
method. Sounds a lot like Billy Mays pitching 
detergent. So let’s do some comparison 
shopping. 

New? Instant runoff voting has been 
called a new and easier way to vote, but it’s 
neither new nor easy. Preferential voting has 
been around for more than 100 years, but 
it hasn’t caught on because it is a confusing, 
undemocratic system.

Fair? IRV gives some voters what amounts 
to more than one vote. Ranking multiple 
candidates equates to what the Minnesota 
Supreme Court in the 1915 Brown v. 
Smallwood case called “more than a single 
expression of choice,” which the court ruled 
unconstitutional. The court also ruled that 

preferential voting systems were “contrary to 
the intent of our Constitution.”

Democratic? IRV ballots are not counted 
equally. IRV only tallies the second-choice 
votes on ballots cast for defeated candidates. 
We cannot know if our ranking order will 
help or hurt our candidate of first choice. IRV 
is a shot in the dark where the less-favored 
candidate could win after ballots are counted 
and reallocated, recounted and reallocated, 
etc. 

Quicker? In IRV elections the results 
will likely not be calculated until weeks or 
months later, as in San Francisco’s 2003 ballot 
counting. Confidence in the process and 
individual elections will be further weakened. 
The delays and confusion with the “hanging 
chad” problem in Florida in the 2000 
presidential election will appear insignificant 
compared to this voter-disenfranchising 
nightmare.

Improved? Hardly. The most troubling 
flaw of the IRV scheme is what has been 
called the “nonmonotonicity paradox,” 
whereby voting for our favorite candidate 
can actually hurt that candidate’s chance 
of winning (see box). Because of this, IRV 
places us in the precarious position of not 
knowing whether we are helping or hurting 
our favored candidate by ranking him or her 
first. 

Cheaper? Statewide, millions of taxpayer 
dollars are now being wasted in the 
attempt to implement IRV even though 

preferential voting has already been ruled 
unconstitutional. And with IRV, ballot 
counting will be much more laborious. 

IRV proponents claim that this ballot- 
counting method would eliminate the need 
for primary elections. However, primaries are 
a vital part of our representative government. 
That’s where we engage and choose who the 
candidates will be from our political parties. 
Eliminating primary elections would reduce 
our involvement in, and influence over, our 
government.

The court said in Brown v. Smallwood, 
“The preferential system of voting directly 
diminishes the right of an elector to give 
an effective vote for the candidate of his 
choice. The mathematical possibilities of the 
application of this system are infinite…. We 

do right in upholding the right of the citizen 
to cast a vote for the candidate of his choice 
unimpaired by the second and additional 
choice votes cast by others.”

IRV violates the Constitution. IRV 
disenfranchises voters and further alienates 
us from the political process. The Minnesota 
Voters Alliance filed suit in Hennepin 
County District Court against the city 
of Minneapolis on December 20, 2007, 
challenging the constitutionality of IRV, 
which Minneapolis voters recently approved. 
Details of the complaint challenging the IRV 
scheme are on the Minnesota Voters Alliance 
website at www.mnvoters.org.

Mike Beach is a volunteer with the 
Minnesota Voters Alliance.

Complications would alienate voters, 
open the door to unintended results Consider the following scenario un-

der instant runoff voting. Three 
candidates (A, B and C) are run-

ning for a single office. A total of 17 voters 
turn out for the general election and rank 
the candidates in order of preference. The 
voters rank the candidates in four different 
ways:

I. Six voters rank the candidates ABC
II. Five voters rank the candidates CAB
III. Four voters rank the candidates BCA
IV. Two voters rank the candidates BAC

Since no candidate has a majority of at 
least nine first-place votes, C, the candidate 
with the fewest first-place votes, is elimi-

nated. The second choices of the five voters 
who chose C first are then counted and A 
wins the election with a majority of 11 (six 
plus five ) votes.

Now, assume the two voters in group 
IV instead ranked the candidates “ABC.” 
Again, nobody has a majority of nine first-
choice votes. But now “B” has the fewest 
number of first-choice votes and is the first 
to be eliminated. The second choices of the 
voters who picked “B” first are then counted 
and “C” wins with a majority of nine (five 
plus four) votes.

In summary, candidate “A” wins when he 
is ranked second by the voters in group IV, 
but he loses when he is ranked first by those 
same voters. Thus, “A” wins when fewer 
voters favor him, and he loses when more 
voters favor him.

The paradox of IRV

By Daniel Duddingston 
and Amy Brendmoen 

Over the past 12 months, nearly 6,000 
St. Paul voters have signed a petition 
asking for a progressive, meaningful 

change in the way we elect our city officials. 
The message is clear: St. Paul voters are 
ready for election reform and, like voters in 
numerous cities across the country, we are 
yearning for a more democratic method to 
elect our public officials.

The electoral reform involves the use of 
a voting method known as instant runoff 
voting. IRV would efficiently replace the 
more drawn-out, two-step system where 
an initial primary election determines the 
top two candidates who then advance to a 
second general election.

With IRV, voters rank the candidates on 
the ballot in order of preference (first choice, 
second choice, third choice, etc.) in a single 
November general election. No low-voter-
turnout primary election is required to 

winnow a field of three or more candidates 
down to two.  

IRV is based on winning a majority. If a 
candidate gets over 50 percent of the first-
choice votes in the first round of balloting, he 
or she wins. If no candidate receives over 50 
percent in the first round, an instant runoff is 
triggered. The candidate with the fewest first-
choice votes is eliminated. Voting machines 
then look to the second-choice votes on 
the ballots of the eliminated candidate, 
redistributing those votes to the remaining 
candidates. The ballots are then recounted. 

This redistribution and recount process 
continues until a candidate achieves a 
majority. So IRV does in one election what 
currently takes us two, and it ensures that 
the winner has received the approval of the 
majority of those casting votes. 

Under IRV, a voter’s second preference 
counts only if his or her first preference 
is eliminated, just as it is now in the two-
step process: Under the current electoral 
system, if a voter’s preferred candidate is 

dropped in the primary election, the voter 
casts a second-preference vote in the general 
election.

The benefits of IRV are many:
• IRV is a more democratic approach to 

elections, because more voters vote for a 
wider selection of candidates. IRV eliminates 
the need for primary elections, which in St. 
Paul are mostly ignored. Only 5 percent of 
voters turned out for the municipal primary 
election in 2007 to choose the candidates 
who advanced to the general election. IRV, 
on the other hand, would bring the whole 
slate of candidates to the November election, 
when turnout is highest and most diverse.

• IRV encourages participation by the 

disenfranchised voter who thinks that his or 
her vote won’t count. Voters can always vote 
their conscience and still cast their second- 
and third-choice votes to the insiders or 
favorites.

• IRV keeps candidates on issue and 
discourages negative campaigning because 
the candidates need to appeal to the majority 
while not alienating supporters of other 
candidates.

• IRV does not benefit any one particular 
political party. However, it benefits strong 
candidates, it benefits the voters and it 
benefits democracy.

In 2005, mayoral candidate Chris Coleman 
campaigned with a promise to “bring 
everyone to the table” to make a better St. 
Paul. He promised a better democracy, 
one that is more inclusive, fairer and more 
representative. IRV helps us move toward the 
goals that now Mayor Coleman envisioned. 
It ensures that the majority of us in St. 
Paul actually gave the nod to our elected 
public officials. Majority, after all, is what 
democracy is all about.

Daniel Duddingston and Amy Brendmoen 
are members of the organizing committee of 
the Better Ballot Campaign in St. Paul.

IRV would benefit voters, enhance 
democracy, reward good candidates

How instant runoff voting works.
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Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based

Community!
Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River.  Units include 10

meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.

$1,450+ monthly.
For infomation and/or appointment

call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,

laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.
651-696-8400 • www.franciscancare.org

call 651-696-8420 call 651-695-4100

Ask
About

Our Spring 

Special!

A Quarter Century of Helping Homeowners
        • Shingle & Flat Roofs
                     • Siding & Gutters
                           • Concrete & Stone Work

                                                Free  Estimates, Many References
                                              licensed, bonded & insured

182A Ryan Lane
651-482-0070     St. Paul

MN Lic. #20320318
www.austadconstruction.com

AUSTAD CONSTRUCTION
Residential & Commercial

Dave

Hail Damage
Claims Handled

New Patient Exam
$1*

Transferable. Please share with your family,
friends and co-workers.

Expires June 30, 2008

Snelling Avenue Dental
B.L. Bomberg, DDS   Kellee Stanton, DDS

604 South Snelling Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116

651-699-5600 • 651-699-1966 (fax)
*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com

Dr. B.L. BombergDr. B.L. Bomberg

Ms. Housum is right to be concerned 
about traffic enforcement at intersections and 
crosswalks. I regularly watch in disbelief how 
motorists, pedestrians and cyclists ignore 
basic rules of law and courtesy. And if Ms. 
Housum wants a traffic median in the blocks 
north toward I-94, she should work for that, 
as there are lots of individual streets and 
businesses where pedestrians might want 
to cross. However, between St. Clair and 
Grand avenues, the west side of the Snelling 
is a single, monolithic block occupied by 
Macalester College. There is no reason to 
cross mid-block unless one is taking a short 
cut to the college.

A tree-lined median would be pretty, 
and calmer traffic would be desirable, but 
there is simply not enough room on this 
section of Snelling without forcing additional 
parking onto our neighborhood streets or 
cutting lanes out of one of the few remaining 
major north-south arteries in this area. 
If Macalester had considered the median 
before embarking on its Snelling Avenue 
construction projects, they could have shifted 
their buildings west to make room for it. 
Otherwise, squeezing traffic in one part of 
the city will only force it into other parts. 
Even into Merriam Park.

Philip Jacobs
Macalester-Groveland

Looking back at Bakken
To the editor:

Janet Lunder Hanafin’s story on the 
evolution of the Bakken Quartet/Trio/
Experience (Villager, March 26) provided 
a keen insight into the workings of this 
fine, long-respected chamber group, but an 
addition is in order. Cellist Katja Linfield, a 
member of the Bakken Trio from 1991-2001, 
is alive and well and living in Golden Valley 
and can be heard most weekends from the 
cello section of the Minnesota Orchestra in 
downtown Minneapolis. She left Bakken 
after learning that she was about to found 
her own trio—her triplet baby girls. I know 
this for a fact since Katja is my daughter-in-
law and the baby girls, soon to be 6, are my 
identical, beautiful granddaughters—Maya, 
Zoe and Gabriella. 

JoAnn Rice
Mendota Heights

Co-op overlooked
To the editor:

I was happy to read that Mississippi 
Market has found a new home (Villager, 
April 9). I have been a member of Mississippi 
Market since 1989, and I’m pleased to see the 
co-op growing in our community.

However, the story stated that Mississippi 
Market is the “last remaining food co-op 
in St. Paul.” It missed what is the oldest 
and most charming food co-op in St. 
Paul—Hampden Park Co-op. Hampden 
Park Co-op has been around since 1973 and 
serves a wide variety of natural foods at 928 
Raymond Ave. 

Bill Busse
West End

Another useless project
To the editor:

Oh heck, why not build the medians on 
Snelling Avenue (Villager, March 26)? Let’s 
make it an even half dozen of wasteful, 
useless projects. The other five are the (never 
open) eastbound entrance ramp to I-94 off 
Pascal Avenue, the (doesn’t hardly reduce 
any) sound barrier along St. Anthony Avenue 
in Merriam Park, the preserve (by paving 
over) Meeker Island Park, the (nobody’s 
ever given a good reason for) medians on 
Marshall Avenue, and, the father of them all, 
the Selby Bridge (over nothing).

 
J.P. Kolbinger

Merriam Park

Stinky truth
To the editor:

The letter to the editor from the person 
who thought it was refreshing to receive 
a pretty flyer that outlined Rock-Tenn’s 
“environmentally friendly” energy spin 
rather than the facts and consequences 
of their plan (Villager, March 26) didn’t 
consider the whole picture. I could market 
my own natural gas as an environmentally 
clean solution in an appealing and colorful 
brochure, but I’m willing to wager that no 
one would want to live next to me while we 
harness that energy.

Richard Ehrich
Macalester-Groveland

A dose of sanity
To the editor:

Publisher Michael Mischke’s column on 
the Sara Jane Olson debacle was the most 
thoughtful I’ve seen (Villager, March 26). He 
brought out the very human and local nature 
of the slow-motion tragedy that Olson’s 
family is going through. And he did so 
without dismissing the gravity of her crimes 
or demonizing her. This stands in stark 
contrast to her shrill detractors on the right 
and her thoughtless apologists on the left.

Thanks for bringing a welcome dose of 
sanity to what has been a very polarizing 
story.

Steve Compton
Longfellow, Minneapolis

Fresh air, cold fannies
Dear editor:

Dave Wright’s column “Enjoy the Dome 
while you can” (Villager, April 9) hit the nail 
on the head. The bigger question, however, 
might be whether or not a new generation 
of fans born after 1982 and accustomed 
to indoor baseball will adjust to outdoor 
baseball. The months of April and May can 
be chilly. What will the new ballpark have 
to compensate—state-of-the-art seating 
heaters? 

Steven Hubbell
Downtown St. Paul

�b inbox

Send your letters to the Villager editor at 757 
S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116, e-mail 
letters@myvillager.com or fax 651-699-6501.



page 12	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 23, 2008

Is You
At Twin Cities Eye

Specialists, we specialize
in helping you see your

best.

Whether you simply need an
eye exam for glasses or contact
lenses or if you have an eye
condition that requires medical or
surgical treatment, we are
committed to helping you achieve

your best results.

Considering Lasik? We offer the latest
in Lasik, including advanced wavefront

laser vision correction.

Any questions, call us. We’re here to help you!

Julie Christensen
651-690-8430

www.JulieChristensen.EdinaRealty.com

735 Cleveland Ave. S.

Thinking about
Making a Move?

I did!
I am excited to

announce my move to
the Highland Park

Edina Realty office.
Let me put my

real estate skills and
knowledge

to work for you.

By Jane McClure

St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman and 
members of the City Council un-
veiled a multi-pronged approach 

on April 9 to stem the tide of home fore-
closures in the city and help homeown-
ers as well as neighborhoods where va-
cant homes are a growing problem. 

One key piece of the city’s effort is to 
retain Mark Ireland, a staff attorney for 
the Foreclosure Relief Law Project, as 
special counsel. He will initially work 
with the City Attorney’s Office to con-
tact the six firms that own or have legal 
control over about a quarter of the more 
than 1,700 registered vacant properties 
in St. Paul. Those firms include MER-
SCORP (Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc.), which has 143 prop-
erties, U.S. Bancorp (94), Deutsche Bank 
(93), Wells Fargo (64), HSBC Bank (43) 
and JP Morgan Chase Bank (10). 

Letters to those firms that went out 
on April 8 stated that the vast majority 
of the vacant properties are deteriorated, 
fail to comply with city ordinances and 
are a public safety hazard. Residents 
who live near the vacant properties have 
seen the value of their own properties 
decrease and have reported an increase 
in vandalism and arson.

“We want to be clear,” Coleman said 
about lenders connected to vacant prop-
erties in the city. “If they don’t come to 
the table, we’re going to go after them. 
We’re going to make sure that we resolve 
these problems.”

The city is giving the six firms 30 days 
in which to spell out their plans for fix-
ing up the houses and getting them re-

occupied.
Ward 4 council member Russ Stark, 

who lives in an area with many vacant 
buildings, came up with the idea to con-
tact the lenders. Not long after the press 
conference, Stark learned that several 
vacant dwellings near his family’s home 
had their copper stripped. The theft of 
copper, stained-glass windows and oth-
er valuable items from vacant homes is 
a growing problem. In Minneapolis, the 
theft of copper pipe has caused natural 
gas explosions in some vacant homes.

“To date, the city hasn’t gotten an ade-
quate response” to the issues it has raised 
with the lenders, Stark said. “Our goal is 
to get responsible management of these 
properties.”

Ward 1 council member Melvin Cart-
er III said owners of vacant property 
must recognize the detrimental effect 
their neglect has on neighborhoods and 
either repair the properties or sell them 
to buyers who are willing to.

The city would prefer not to tear down 
vacant buildings, said council president 
Kathy Lantry. However, the costs of se-
curing and maintaining the structures 
is rising. The city must board open or 
broken windows, cut grass and weeds, 
remove trash and shovel snow. 

Lantry said the city cannot manage 
the vacant properties for the lenders. 
However, when contacted, some of the 
lenders said they are not in the property 
management business either. That re-
sponsibility falls to the firms servicing 
the loans and not the trustees for the 
loans. Still, the trustees are usually the 
parties listed on property documents.

MERSCORP and Wells Fargo are 

among the firms that have indicated 
they are willing to work with the city.

The city is also using other measures 
to address the foreclosure crisis, Cole-
man said. They include creating a mort-
gage foreclosure prevention division 
within the St. Paul Department of Plan-
ning and Economic Development. The 
city will have 6.5 staff members working 
on foreclosure prevention in the new di-
vision.

The city is also using $17 million in 
Neighborhood Sales Tax Revitalization 
funds as part of the Invest St. Paul neigh-
borhood improvement program. Twen-
ty-two properties in targeted neighbor-
hoods have already been acquired or 
have accepted purchase agreements 
through the program. Another 11 have 
outstanding offers and an additional 18 
have been identified for acquisition.

Additional facets of the city’s effort 
include: 

• Designating alternative locations 
where foreclosure prevention counsel-
ors can provide assistance to residents.

• Continuing targeted mailings, infor-
mational sessions and educational work-
shops to reach at-risk homeowners.

• Staffing a call line to provide person-
al and timely assistance to homeowners 
facing foreclosure.

• Continuing to work with lending 
partners to assist in refinancing and new 
product development.

• Developing and supporting legisla-
tive initiatives that insure the protection 
and rights of homeowners and tenants.

• Developing incentives for new hom-
eowners and renters who want to live in 
St. Paul.

St. Paul addresses foreclosure crisis
City goes after lenders responsible for vacant properties

By Jane McClure

Real estate development proj-
ects around St. Paul have been 
hit hard by a slow economy and 

sluggish housing market. That is true 
of large-scale housing projects as well 
as smaller infill projects. There has also 
been a slowing of downtown office con-
struction and warehouse-to-residential 
conversions. The few projects that are 
being built are geared toward meeting 
workforce and low-income housing 
needs.

However, two of this area’s large-scale 
housing projects are moving ahead. One 
is the redevelopment of the former St. 
Paul’s Church Home, 484 Ashland Ave., 
into senior citizen cooperative housing. 
Developer Real Estate Equities will ap-
pear before the St. Paul Heritage Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC) at 5:00 
p.m. Thursday, April 24, for a review of 
building permits that are needed to de-
molish a wing of the existing building 

and construct a new addition and new 
townhouses.

Presales for the project are going well, 
according to Keith Jans of Real Estate 
Equities. The firm has worked with 
HPC staff for the past few months on 
design plans for the buildings, which 
include 44 senior co-op units for those 
55 and older, and five new market-rate 
townhouses. The historic Ashland Ho-
tel portion of the property will be pre-
served, andnewer additions to the nurs-
ing home will be demolished.

Called the Summit of Ramsey Hill, 
the project has already been through 
many months of neighborhood and city 
reviews. Some residents favored the se-
nior co-ops, while others said the build-
ing would be too dense for the neigh-
borhood. Last October, the St. Paul City 
Council denied an appeal and allowed 
the variances for the project to stand.

Another project that is moving ahead 
is Highland Pointe Lofts, a four-story 
apartment complex at Davern and West 

7th streets. That project won approval 
for tax increment financing and changes 
to the construction plans last year. The 
project has been switched from condo-
miniums to market-rate apartments be-
cause of the softening condo market, but 
otherwise has not changed, said Wally 
Johnson of Stonebridge Acquisition and 
Development.

Highland Pointe Lofts will be located 
on a corner that was occupied for many 
years by the Manor restaurant and 
Casey’s strip club. Those buildings were 
torn down four years ago.

Highland Pointe went through an 
extensive neighborhood review process 
before the  Highland District Council 
and the Shepard-Davern Task Force. It 
will be the last piece of the 12-acre Gate-
way Village development, which also in-
cludes the Graham Place senior citizen 
apartments, River Crossing apartments 
and Highland Pointe condominiums 
and townhouses.

Summit of Ramsey Hill and Highland Pointe 
housing developments are moving forward

An Aging Splendidly seminar will be 
held at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, May 8, 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 104 S. 
Snelling Ave. The St. Paul Police’s crime 
victim coordinator Pamela McCreary 
will speak on “Wolves in Sheep’s 
Clothing.” A video on scams that target 
seniors will also be shown. The cost is 
$6.00. A health check will be offered at 
11:30 a.m. Call 651-699-5560.

An OWLS (Older, Wiser, Livelier 
Seniors) program will be held from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 
6, at the Dodge Nature Center in West 
St. Paul. DNR wildlife specialist Jan 
Welsh will provide fun facts, stories and 
information on Minnesota’s favorite 
bird, the not-so-ordinary common 
loon. The program is free. A $12 lunch 
is optional. Call 651-455-4531.

Wishes on Wheels makes power 
wheelchairs available to seniors age 65 
and older as well as the permanently 
disabled. Usually there is no charge 
for the chairs, including shipping and 
final adjustments by a technician. A 
doctor’s recommendation is required. 
For information, call 1-800-823-5220 
or visit www.threewishes.com.

Senior News
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Eye Examinations Available
with Dr. Jenna Sculley

772 Cleveland Ave. So. (at Ford Parkway)  651-224-2883
1542 Larpenteur Ave. W. 651-645-1976

  $75.00 off
a complete pair of Eyewear
        frames & lenses
         Valid thru 5-07-08. No other discounts apply. Not valid with insurance benefits.

THE REDBALLOON
BO OK SH OP
CHILDREN’S BOOKS, ETC.

891 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105
651/224-8320

redballoonbookshop.com

Mo Willems
Wednesday, April 30th
7:00 p.m.

The Pigeon Wants
a Puppy!
$14.99
1 4 2 3 1 0 9 6 0 0
H y p e r i o n
Find More Mo Books!

YOGA
Gentle Yoga
Kid’s Yoga 
Beginning I and II
Intermediate I and II
Advanced
Meditation Class 
Breathing Class
Seminars!

Classes begin first
week of September

8-week, 75-minute classes for $75

INSTITUTE of the HIMALAYAN TRADITION
Teaching for over 35 years!

651-645-1291 • www.ihtyoga.org

Classes begin first
week of May

BZA approves variance for 
Mac’s new global institute

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) approved a variance on April 7 for the 
construction of Macalester College’s new In-
stitute for Global Citizenship. Groundbreak-
ing is scheduled for May 16, with construc-
tion to be complete by the summer of 2009.

No one has appeared at public hearings to 
speak against the variance. However, the BZA 
did receive written communications from 
some neighbors objecting to campus growth 
in general.

The proposed $7.5 million, 17,000-square-
foot building would be erected at the north-
west corner of Grand and Snelling avenues 
where the one-story Winton Health Services 
building now stands. 

No zoning changes are required, since the 
site lies within the campus boundaries. How-
ever, a setback variance was required from 
Grand Avenue. The campus’ conditional use 
permit with the city requires a 50-foot set-
back. The new building will be set back 34 feet 
from Grand and 73 feet from Snelling. 

The center will house the college’s intern-
ship program, civic engagement center and 
international center. Plans are also under way 
to develop a six-course, multidisciplinary 
concentration in global citizenship.

St. Paul allows coffee houses 
to entertain without licenses

Coffee houses and small restaurants that 
want to host a limited number of entertain-
ment events will be allowed to do so without 
a license as a result of an ordinance adopted 
by the St. Paul City Council on April 8. The 
ordinance would allow a coffee house or res-
taurant with fewer than 50 seats to have up to 
12 events in a calendar year without getting a 
cabaret license from the city. 

The ordinance, brought forward by coun-
cil president Kathy Lantry, would especially 
benefit coffee shops, which otherwise have to 
pay $172 for a cabaret license and go through 
a neighborhood notification and review pro-
cess. 

No one appeared at a recent public hearing  
to speak for or against the proposal. 

When coffee houses began popping up 
across St. Paul in the 1990s, the city cracked 
down on establishments that hosted enter-
tainment without a cabaret license. Several 
businesses complained at the time that the 

license requirement was onerous.
The vote on the ordinance was unanimous. 

Ward 2 council member Dave Thune, who 
owns a tea house and art gallery on West 7th 
Street, abstained.

Lilydale rezones riverbluff 
lot for single-family home

The Lilydale City Council voted 4-1 on 
April 14 to rezone a 0.85-acre parcel the city 
owns on Highway 13 near Lexington Avenue 
from open space to single-family residential 
in hopes of selling the riverbluff property and 
using the proceeds to erase the city’s current 
budget deficit. 

The lone dissenter was City Council mem-
ber Marilyn Lundberg, who has long argued 
for keeping the parcel as undeveloped open 
space. Lundberg also contends that there may 
be legal problems with any sale. According to 
her, the zoning variance needed to build on 
the steeply sloped site may only be granted in 
cases of hardship, and since any buyer would 
know beforehand of the need for a variance, 
the buyer could not claim hardship.

The Lilydale Planning Commission had 

recommended the zoning change with the 
stipulation that the eventual developer make 
an effort to save existing trees and manage 
stormwater runoff. The City Council subse-
quently assigned a subcommittee to report 
back in May on the minimum size of devel-
opment that would be governed under a new 
city stormwater management ordinance.

“If we recommend that the ordinance per-
tain only to large developments, then we have 
to answer the question, ‘What does it mean 
for that particular lot?’” said Lundberg, a 
member of the subcommittee.

The City Council initially wanted to rezone 
the riverbluff parcel to multi-family residen-
tial, but amended that plan in response to the 
concerns of the Metropolitan Council and the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 
The DNR has oversight over any develop-
ment there because the property lies within 
the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area. 

As of last week, Lilydale City Attorney 
Mike O’Brien had not heard back from the 
Metropolitan Council on whether the revised 
rezoning will need to be reviewed by the Met-
ropolitan Council before it is presented to the 
DNR for its approval.

STAR restructuring aims to 
revive riverfront renovation 

The St. Paul Neighborhood Sales Tax Re-
vitalization (STAR) Board voted 7-4 on April 
2 to recommend restructuring a $100,000 
grant and $100,000 loan from the city’s STAR 
program to help pay for the renovation of the 
historic GTA Head House and Sack House on 
Shepard Road and Chestnut Street.

The restructuring was made necessary 
when ADRZ Development bowed out of 
the project earlier this year. ADRZ had been 
granted the STAR funding four years ago to 
help with the redevelopment of the long-va-
cant grain terminal as a restaurant and labor 
and transportation history interpretive center.
The city’s parks department is also interested 
in incorporating the building in the riverfront 
recreational trails.

The cost of redeveloping the two adjacent 
structures has been estimated at $9.5 million. 
In March 2007 the city agreed to contribute 
$1.56 million toward the project. 

The STAR Board’s recommendation has 
been forwarded to the City Council for final 
action. According to Bob Hammer of the 
city’s Department of Planning and Economic 
Development (PED), city officials are eager 
to start work on the building so that federal 
funds for the project aren’t lost. According to 
Ward 2 City Council member Dave Thune, 
city staff have discussed the project with sev-
eral prospective restaurant tenants.

Wine, beer licenses granted 
to Highland, West End cafes

The St. Paul City Council on April 2 waived 
the 45-day notice requirement and granted 
on-sale beer and wine licenses to the High-
land Cafe and Bakery at 2012 Ford Pkwy. and 
Chris and Rob’s Chicago Taste Authority at 
603 W. 7th St. 

The Highland District Council’s Commu-
nity Development Committee had recom-
mended the waiver for the Highland Cafe. 
The new licenses were needed due to a recent 
change in ownership. 

The West 7th/Fort Road Federation rec-
ommended the waiver for the Chicago Taste 
Authority, a small Chicago-style diner that 
will open in the former Villa Roma Pizza once 
renovation is completed.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and Dave Page.

News Briefs

Kari Forde-Thielen and husband Scott Theilen quickly assembled their own rain barrel 
during a seminar by Verde Strategies at the 16th annual Macalester-Groveland & High-
land Park Home Improvement Fair on April 19 at Cretin-Derham Hall. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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We invite you to visit
 a local legacy.

Artisan Luxury Bags and Accessories
~Made in St. Paul~

Since 1905
Original Manufacturers of Gokey’s Bags

Main Retail Showroom and Headquarters:
678 West Seventh St, St Paul, MN 55102

651-222-7359    www.jwhulmeco.com

Glockenspiel
Mai Fest

All Day Saturday, May 3

German Breakfast
Weisswurst, Potato Salad, Pretzel & Beer

  Breakfast served 10 a.m. to 12 noon

Door Prizes    Sausage Sampling Wine & Beer Tasting
Strolling Accordian Player Grilling Wine & Cheese Bratwurst Outside

Mai Bock Beer/Bratwurst and More!
605 W.  7 th St reet      6 51 - 2 9 2 - 9 4 2 1

www.glockenspielrestaurant.com

Saint Paul’s German Restaurant
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Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Annual election results— The Highland District Council 
held its annual meeting and elections on April 9 at Ford Motor 
Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant. New board members 
include Marilyn Tamsky in Grid 2, Phil Ledermann in Grid 4, 
Loren Sorenson in Grid 6, Christopher Priebe in Grid 8, Jenni-
fer Taylor James in Grid 10, Paul Krech in Grid 12 and at-large 
members Mike Wilson and Dan Smith.

Board meeting set—The HDC’s board of directors will 
hold its next meeting at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 1, in the 
auditorium of Ford Motor Company’s Twin Cities Assembly 
Plant. (Enter off Ford Parkway across from Bakers Square.) 
The agenda will include elections of board officers and new 
committee chairs. All residents and business people are invited 
to attend.

Highland Area GarageFest—The Highland District Coun-
cil and Highland Business Association are teaming up this 
year to hold a neighborhood garage sale on Friday and Sat-
urday, May 16-17. Those who are interested in participating 
are asked to call 651-259-1204 and leave their name, address, 
types of items being sold and the days and hours of their sale. 

Neighborhood cleanup—The Highland and Macalester-
Groveland community councils will hold their annual spring 
cleanup from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 17, in the 
parking lot of the Ford plant (enter off Mississippi River Bou-
levard). Those who volunteer to work a shift during the clean-
up will receive a free pizza lunch and an opportunity to drop 
off one load of items for free. To lend a hand, e-mail Kathy  
Carruth at hdc@visi.com.

Wipe out graffiti—The St. Paul Police Department has 
been increasingly aggressive in identifying and arresting graf-
fiti vandals for their crimes. To report graffiti in the Highland 
Park neighborhood, call 651-266-8989 or visit www.ci.stpaul.
mn.us/forms.asp?FID=65.

Mark your calendar—Executive Committee meeting, 7:00 
p.m. Monday, April 28, Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy.; board of directors meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 1, 
Ford plant auditorium; neighborhood garage sale, Friday and 
Saturday, May 16-17; spring cleanup, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17, Ford plant parking lot; National Night Out 
kickoff, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 29, Como Park picnic 
pavilion.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Annual meeting notes—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council held its annual meeting and board elections on 
April 10. The following individuals were newly elected to the 
board: Joel Clemmer in Grid 2, Todd Curtis in Grid 4, Gena 
Berglund in Grid 6, Robb Westawker in Grid 8, John Haggen-
miller in Grid 10, Melanie Peterson-Nafziger in Grid 12, Mike 
Kowski in Grid 14, Lorin Velikonja in Grid 16, at-large rep-
resentatives Andrew Olson and Carrie Butler, business repre-

sentative Steve Matysik and educational 
representative Scott Swanson. 

MacGrove Moves—The third annual 
Mac-Grove Moves has begun. Partici-
pants who walk or bike around the neigh-
borhood at least 15 times between now 
and August 13 will be eligible to enter a 
drawing for prizes from local businesses. 
Stop by the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 
320 S. Griggs St., to pick up a registration 
form or download one from the website.

Happy surfing—The Macalester-
Groveland Community Council has 
launched a new and improved website at 
www.macgrove.org. Neighbors should 
find it more informative and user-
friendly. To suggest other improvements, e-
mail mgcc@macgrove.org.

Prepare for battle—Bands of all kinds are in-
vited to apply for the Battle of the Bands at Grand 
Old Day on June 1. Band members must be 18 
or older as of June 1. The application deadline is 
4:00 p.m. Friday, May 9. For an application or information,  
e-mail marie@macgrove.org. 

Run for Melpomene—The 25th annual Melpomene 5K 
run will be held on Saturday, May 3. Serious runners, race 
walkers, families, casual runners and teams are all welcome to 
stretch their legs on the banks of the Mississippi River. The 5K 
women’s and men’s run and race walk and coed walk will start 
at 8:30 a.m., followed by half-mile and mile kids’ fun runs at 
9:30 a.m. Call 651-789-0140 or visit www.melpomene.org. 

Mark your calendar—Housing and Land Use Committee 
meeting, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 23, Edgcumbe Recre-
ation Center, 320 S. Griggs St.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

SHA board notes—The Summit Hill Association’s board of 
directors voted on April 10 to support a resolution calling on 
the governor and Minnesota Legislature to appropriate at least 
$70 million for the Central Corridor light-rail line before the 
2008 legislative session adjourns. The board also supported an 
application from Cooks of Crocus Hill to transfer its liquor 
license to new owners so liquor may continue to be served to 
people taking cooking classes. The next board meeting will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 8, at the Linwood Recreation 
Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. 

SHA House Tour tickets—Looking for an ideal gift for 
Mother’s Day? Stop by the SHA office at the Linwood Rec-
reation Center or check the association’s website to purchase 
tickets for the Summit Hill House Tour, which will be held on 
Sunday, September 14. Gift cards are available with ticket pur-
chases. 

Block/building clubs—The Summit Hill block leader man-
ual is now under revision to include the growing number of 

building clubs that 
have formed in the neighbor-

hood. Block and building club 
leaders and interested residents are 

invited to contact the SHA office with 
suggested revisions and to obtain a copy.

Neighborhood garage sale—The Summit Hill 
Association will hold its annual neighborhood garage sale on 
Saturday, May 3. Participating households pay $15, which cov-
ers the cost of  advertising the sale and two garage sale signs. 
Each household conducts its own sale and keeps the profits. 
The deadline for registration is Friday, April 25. The list of sale 
locations will be available on the SHA website starting May 1, 
and will also be available at the SHA information table at the 
Linwood Recreation Center and at each sale location on the 
day of event. 

Neighborhood cleanup—The SHA neighborhood cleanup 
will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 10, on 
Pleasant Avenue between the Ramsey County compost site 
and Victoria Street. Residents may bring bicycles, concrete, 
construction debris, scrap metal, fluorescent light bulbs and 
more to the site. Admission is $5.00-$15, depending on the 
size of the vehicle. Additional items, such as small electron-
ics and tires, will be collected for an extra fee of $2.00-$8.00.  
Proof of residency in District 16 will be required for all drop-
offs. Volunteers who work from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. or 11:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. will receive lunch and free disposal of one 
load of materials. Call the SHA office or visit the website for 
more information.

Volunteers needed—The SHA’s Environment Committee 
still needs volunteers to help water, mulch and maintain the 
upper gardens and Sam Morgan prairie at the Linwood Recre-
ation Center. Call or stop by the SHA office for more informa-
tion and to pick up a copy of “The Blue Thumb Guide to Rain 
Gardens,” a publication made available by the Capitol Region 
Watershed District.

Dates to remember—Spring progressive supper, Saturday, 
April 26; Communications Committee meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, April 28, Linwood Recreation Center, 1860 St. Clair 

District Council News

The district councils 
in the Villager area

district councils c15
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B A R  &  G R I L L
400 SELBY AVE. ON CATHEDRAL HILL

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

“Simply the Finest
Neighborhood Restaurant & Bar

in St. Paul”
                                                                        — St. Paul Convention & Visitor’s Bureau

Ave.; neighborhood garage sale, Saturday, 
May 3; SHA board meeting, 7:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 8, Linwood; neighborhood cleanup, 
Saturday, May 10. For more information, con-
tact the SHA office.

Summit-University
www.Summit-U.com • 651-228-1855

SUPC board elections—The Summit-Uni-
versity Planning Council will hold its annual 
election for board members on Saturday, May 
17. Voting will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale 
St.; Golden Thyme Cafe, 921 Selby Ave.; and 
Nina’s Cafe, 165 N. Western Ave.; and from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the SUPC office, 627 Selby 
Ave. Candidates are needed for board seats in 
all six subdistricts of the Summit-University 
neighborhood as well as five seats represent-
ing local organizations. Interested candidates 
may obtain an application form at the SUPC 
office or by downloading the form from the 
council’s website. The application deadline is 
5:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7.

Annual Meeting—The SUPC will hold its 
annual meeting at 5:00 p.m. Thursday, May 
22, at St. Paul Travelers, 385 Washington St. 
The keynote speaker will be David Haley, a 
state senator from Kansas and the nephew of 
Roots author Alex Haley. Senator Haley will 
share his insights on human and economic 
development. Tickets are $30. For more infor-
mation, call 651-632-8350.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Rock-Tenn meetings—A neighborhood 
discussion with the Rock-Tenn Community 
Advisory Panel (RCAP) will be held at 7:00 
p.m. Monday, May 12, at Bethel Christian 
Fellowship, 1466 Portland Ave. The public is 

invited to learn and discuss how a new en-
ergy source for the Rock-Tenn paper recy-
cling plant at University Avenue and Vandalia 
Street may affect local neighborhoods. RCAP 
will hold its next regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 5, at Wilder Center, 451 N. Lex-
ington Pkwy. For details on either meeting, 
contact Nina@sapcc.org or 612-788-4151. 

Merriam Park recreation—A public meet-
ing will be held at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, April 
24, to discuss programming and building 
hours at the Merriam Park Community Cen-
ter, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. The agenda will 
focus on opening the lines of communication 
with the St. Paul Division of Parks and Recre-
ation, Keystone Community Services and the 
residents they serve. 

St. Paul Comprehensive Plan—The city of 
St. Paul will hold an open house on changes 
to its Comprehensive Plan from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Wednesday, April 30, at the Central Cor-
ridor Resource Center, 1080 University Ave. 

Recycling bins—Merriam Park, Snelling-
Hamline and Lexington-Hamline residents 
may pick up recycling bins between 4:00 and 
6:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at the Merriam 
Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. Anthony 
Ave. 

Lex-Ham Theater—The Lex-Ham Com-
munity Theater will perform a reading of 
Jeannine Coulombe’s play Beakers at 2:00 
p.m., Sunday, April 27, at the St. Anthony 
Park Library, 2245 Como Ave., as part of the 
Friends of the St. Paul Public Library’s labor 
history series Untold Stories. Admission is 
free. The theater company is also teaming up 
again with St. Paul Community Education to 
offer acting classes. For details, visit www.lex-
hamarts.org/theater/Classes/classinfo.htm.

Upcoming meetings—Parks and Recre-
ation Committee, 7:00 p.m. Monday, May 5, 
Merriam Park Community Center, 2000 St. 
Anthony Ave.; Neighborhood Issues Com-
mittee, 7:00 p.m. Monday, May 5 (call for loca-
tion); board of directors, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 7, Merriam Park Community Center. 

14b district councils

Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality is of-
fering the following programs in the next two 
weeks at the Carondelet Center, 1890 Ran-
dolph Ave.: a May Day ritual on the outdoor 
labyrinth at noon Thursday, May 1; and a 
professional development day for spiritual di-
rectors and pastoral ministers from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Monday, May 5 ($65, includes 
lunch). Call 651-696-2788.

Temple of Aaron Synagogue, 616 S. Missis-
sippi River Blvd., will host the St. Paul/Min-
neapolis Yom HaShoah (Holocaust remem-
brance day) commemoration, “A Play for 
Life,” at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 1. The free pro-
gram will feature selections from the children’s 
book Brundibar by Maurice Sendak and Tony 
Kushner, which is based on the Hans Krasa 
opera that was performed 55 times by the 
children of the Theresienstadt ghetto. Call  
Jodi Elowitz at 612-338-7816.

“Women at the Well” will be held from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, April 26, at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 104 S. Snelling Ave. 
The day will be spent focusing on the spiritual 
and ecological properties of water. The regis-
tration fee is $30. Child care will be available 
for $5.00 per child. Call 651-699-5560 or visit 
www.immanuelstpaul.org.

“Remembering Paul VI: The Gifts of Life 
and Joy,” a symposium sponsored by the 
St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity of the 
University of St. Thomas, will continue with 
Bishop Vincenzo Paglia of the Diocese of 
Terni, Italy, speaking on “Paul VI and Evan-
gelization” at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 23, 
in the Owens Science Hall on the university’s 
south campus; and Janet Smith of Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary in Detroit speaking on 
“Paul VI’s Humane Vitae: A Prophetic Docu-
ment” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 24, in the 

O’Shaughnessy Educational Center on the 
university’s main campus. Admission is free . 
Call 651-962-5050. 

Evensong for Eastertide will be presented by 
the parish choir at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 4, 
at St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 
60 Kent St. A reception will follow the service. 
Call choir director James Frazier at 651-228-
1172, ext. 38.

Groveland Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship, 1671 Summit Ave., will offer the fol-
lowing talks at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays: “Twin 
Cities Unitarian Universalist History” by Rev-
erend Charles Ellis on April 27 and “For Good 
or Evil: The Impact of Technology on Our 
Daily Lives” by Virginia Bergman on May 4.   
Call 651-699-4440.

A journey to the Holy Land will be led in 
June by Steven Derfler of the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls. Call Sean Herstein at 
651-255-4739.

Spirit of Hope Catholic Community will 
celebrate “Another Way to be Catholic in the 
World Today” from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 26, at St Anne’s, 2035 Charlton 
Road, Sunfish Lake. The evening will begin 
with Mass and continue with dinner and the  
presentation. Call 651-303-6497 or visit www.
spiritofhopecatholiccommunity.org.

The Calvary Coffee Haus is open from 7:00 
to 10:00 p.m. every Friday at Calvary Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, 341 S. Hamline Ave. 
A large room in the church has been trans-
formed into a spot where all ages can sample 
coffees, espresso drinks, teas, Italian sodas, 
hot cocoa and desserts for free. The space 
includes an area with seating and toys for 
younger children and another area for older 
children to play board games and chess. 

Religious Notes
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Our Minneapolis store is moving...
...so we are celebrating

with a storewide sale at all locations

Moving
Sale

Minneapolis • 3052 Excelsior Blvd • 612-285-0356
Saint Paul • 1039 Grand Ave • 651-222-5253
Naples, FL • 870 6th Ave S • 239-213-1240

www.Traditions.com

TRAD I T I ONS
C l a s s i c  H o m e  F u r n i s h i n g s

    • SIJI Kids • Sociale • Benevolent Acorn • Wine Thief • Lund & Lang Florist • Saints Baseball • Sincerely Yours • O’Gara’s • Pro Pharmacy •   Astound Video Duplication • Kevyn Burger & FM 107 • Health Point Oriental Medicine • Kincaids • The Wine Company • Grand Enterprises • Caron Chiropractic

  • Tastefully Simple, 1st Advantage Mortgage Group • Palm Beach Tan • Tom Conlon Photography • Twins • Vikings • Your Enchanted Florist •
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Euphoria Salon
4th Annual Cut-A-Thon

for the

Breast Cancer Awareness
Association of Minnesota

Sunday May 4th, 2008, from 10AM to 4PM

For your $30 donation, you will receive:
•  A “GREAT” Hair Cut & Style
•  A Gift Bag
•  Appetizers & Refreshments

Guests are required to make an appointment 651-698-6385
Appetizers By:  Acme Deli, Pizza Luce’, She Cooks, Highland Grill, 
Kowalski’s, Lund’s, Thomas Premier Wine Shop, The Tea Source

Help from Friends
Allen L Salon, Eluna Blue Salon, Accolades Salon, Kevin Griffith, 

Kim B, Scot Lewis School,  Positive Body Dynamics

256 South Cleveland Ave. • St. Paul, MN.  • 55105
“All invited to bid on Silent Auction items”

Grand Spectacle Inc
S e e  Y o u r s e l f  C l e a r l yGrand Spectacle Inc
S e e  Y o u r s e l f  C l e a r l y

• Eye Examinations
• Contact Lenses
• Prescriptions Filled

Providers for BCBS, Medica,
VSP, HP most others

Can’t see yourself in new

eyewear-View the lastest

in eyewear technology in
frames, lenses, tints, and coatings right before your eyes. Our

Computer aided system lets you try before you buy! Visit Grand

Spectacle today and see for yourself.

764 Grand Ave • St. Paul, MN 55105

S e e  Y o u r s e l f  C l e a r l y

Spectacle today and see for yourself.

764 Grand Ave • St. Paul, MN 55105

Phone: 651-227-8198 819648

By Larry Englund 

Mark Moeller, CEO of R.F. Moeller 
Jeweler, has been elected president  
of the American Gem Society, a 

74-year-old organization that is dedicated to 
maintaining high standards of ethics and pro-
fessionalism in the jewelry industry. He has 
been serving on the board of directors of the 
same organization since the early ’90s.

“As president, my job will be to conduct 
day-to-day business for the AGS, oversee the 
board and help the 1,500-member organiza-
tion maintain its momentum and create new 
initiatives,” said Moeller, 56.  

The American Gem Society was estab-
lished in 1934 by a group of independent jew-
elers under the leadership of Robert Shipley, 
the founder of the Gemological Institute of 
America. Only a small percentage of jewelers 
who apply to the AGS are granted member-
ship, and in order to qualify, members must 
meet these criteria:

• The firm’s owners and employees must 
have achieved a high level of gemological 
knowledge and proficiency. That includes 
having studied and completed an accredited 
program from the GIA or Gemological Asso-
ciation of Great Britain.

• The firm must have earned a reputation 
for integrity in the local business community.

• The firm must have demonstrated its fi-
nancial stability.

According to Moeller, any member found in 
violation of the AGS’s code of ethics is subject 
to investigation and expulsion. “I like to refer 
to the AGS as the Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval for the jewelry buyer,” Moeller said. 
However, according to him, the cornerstone 
of the AGS credo is exceptional service.  

Moeller believes it was his late father’s repu-
tation for service that laid the cornerstone for 
the success of the business. “He exceeded cus-

tomer expectations before it became the thing 
to do,” Moeller said. 

Robert F. Moeller learned the watchmak-
ing trade on the GI Bill after serving in World 
War II. In 1951 he purchased a small jewelry 
repair shop in a retail strip at the southwest 
corner of Ford Parkway and Cleveland Av-
enue where he worked alongside his wife, the 
late Bernice Moeller. “We still have the bill of 
sale—for $10,000,” Moeller said. 

That building was razed in 1961 to make 
way for Powers Department Store, in which 
his father then leased space. Ten years later, 
the business moved into 550 square feet of 
space across Ford Parkway. In 1981, the busi-
ness moved down the block into 2,200 square 
feet of space. In 1991, with Mark Moeller now 
at the helm, R.F. Moeller Jeweler doubled in 
size by incorporating the adjacent commer-
cial space. And in 2001, the Highland Village 
store took over the entire northwest corner of 
Ford and Cleveland. 

“Now we have 11,000 square feet in the 

Highland store,” Moeller said. “In fact, my of-
fice today is pretty much the entire old store.” 

R.F. Moeller Jeweler also expanded in 1994 
with the purchase of Korst & Sons at 50th and 
France in Edina. “We rebuilt the Edina store in 
1996 and expanded it in 2006,” Moeller said. 

Another store opened in the skyway level at 
Gaviidae Common in Minneapolis in 2001. 

Despite the growth of business, R.F. Moeller 
Jeweler remains a family affair. Moeller’s wife 
Carol is director of inventory, his sister Nancy 
is a sales associate, his brother Robert II is 
president and director of sales, and his son 
James is director of operations.

Today the staff of 30 includes four gold-
smiths, two watchmakers and nine certified 
gemologist appraisers. The business also takes 
advantage of the latest computer-aided design 

and laser welding technologies. “We’re unique 
as a full-service jeweler,” Moeller said. “When 
you bring something in for repair, it never 
leaves the store.” 

Moeller’s philosophy of providing excep-
tional service seems to be serving the compa-
ny well. “Each of the last five years has been a 
record year for us,” Moeller said, “and we were 
just recognized by Harper’s Bazaar as one of 
the top jewelers in the country.” 

Though it has been 17 years since his father 
died, Moeller said the example he set is still a 
constant reminder. “People still come in and 
say, ‘Your father always treated us with re-
spect.” he said.

Moeller said that message is not lost on him 
or his staff. “If I don’t appreciate my custom-
ers,” he said, “I’m out of business.”

Mark Moeller at R.F. Moeller Jeweler in Highland Village. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Moeller’s philosophy of 
providing exceptional 

service seems to be 
serving the company 
well. “Each of the last 
five years has been a 
record year for us,” 

Moeller said, “and we 
were just recognized by 
Harper’s Bazaar as one 
of the top jewelers in the 

country.” 

A perfect fit
Mark Moeller has another jewel 
in his crown as new president 
of the American Gem Society
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A Business After Hours event will be 
sponsored by the Highland and Grand 
Avenue business associations, St. Paul Area 
and Midway chambers of commerce, and 
St. Paul Convention & Visitors Authority 
from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, April 24, at 
the Hilton Garden Inn St. Paul City Center, 
411 Minnesota St. The evening will include 
networking, a trade show and, new this year, a 
tech show. Admission is free. Call the HBA at 
651-699-9042 or GABA at 651-699-0029.

An Extreme Makeover 6-Week Challenge is 
being sponsored by Aspire Chiropractic and 
the St. Paul Jaycees on April 30-June 4. Partici-
pants are required to register their weight and  
body fat by April 30. They and their account-
ability partners also must attend four out of 
six workshops that will be offered at 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesdays at the St. Paul Chamber of 
Commerce to be eligible to win. The winner 
will be chosen based on most weight/body fat 
lost, best life-changing testimony and work-
shop attendance. The entry fee is $30 per per-
son. Prizes include gift certificates, cash and 
memberships. Call Aspire at  651-294-2332.

TivoliToo in Mendota Heights is once again 
creating statues to help raise funds and aware-
ness for a special project. This time, instead 
of “Peanuts” characters, the statues will be 60 
Peace Doves in honor of Israel’s 60th birth-
day. The approximately 5-foot-tall, custom-
painted doves will be on display at the Mall of 
America during the week of May 1-7 and then 
dispersed around the Twin Cities. The Peace 
Dove Project is being coordinated as part of 
the Israel@60 Celebration. For sponsorship 
information, call Pat Kaplan at 612-759-2468.

SCORE small business counselors will offer 
the following seminars: “Website Planning” 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
30 ($39); and “Going into Business” from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 7 ($59). 
Both will be held at Anchor Bank, 1570 Con-
cordia Ave. Call 651-632-8937. 

Latuff Brothers, 880 University Ave., received 
the Governor’s Award for pollution preven-
tion during the Minnesota Air, Water, and 
Waste Environmental Conference. The com-
pany was honored for its use of waterborne 
finishes and curing equipment in auto body 
repair. Latuff Brothers has realized a 58 per-
cent reduction in emissions and a 95 percent 
reduction of hazardous air pollutants due to its 
efforts. The fourth-generation, family-owned 
company has been in business since 1933.

The city of St. Paul recently was awarded 
two grants from the Minnesota Department 
of Employment and Economic Development: 
$174,500 for redevelopment of a .91-acre site 
at the corner of University Avenue and Dale 
Street, and $70,000 for redevelopment of a 
.49-acre former parking lot near 5th and Wall 
streets in Lowertown. For the former project, 
the funds will be used for demolition and in-
frastructure costs as part of a plan to put a 46-
unit senior housing facility, drug store, cafe 
and coffee shop on the site. For the latter proj-
ect, funds will be used to relocate utilities and 
make streetscape improvements for the 48-
unit condominium building that will include 
an indoor farmers’ market on the first floor.
7th Street Storage, 2060 W. 7th St., will hold 
its grand opening from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3. Visitors may bring up to five 
boxes or bags of personal papers to be shred-
ded for free during the opening. There also 
will be prize drawings every half hour, cou-
pons for free rent and self-guided tours. The 
facility offers temperature-controlled storage, 
drive-up accessible storage, and outdoor RV 
and boat storage. It also rents trucks and sells 
boxes, tape and other packing supplies.
Euphoria Salon, 256 S. Cleveland Ave., will 
hold its fourth annual Haircut-A-Thon to 
benefit the Breast Cancer Awareness Associ
ation from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4. For a $30 donation, guests will receive 
a haircut and style, a gift bag, appetizers and 
refreshments. A silent auction also will be 
held. For an appointment, call 651-698-6385.
Julie Harrigan of Kessler & Maguire Funeral 
Home, 640 W. 7th St., has been awarded Cer-
tified Preplanning Consultant designation 
from the National Funeral Directors Asso-
ciation. She has been helping families preplan 
funerals since 1988.
BodyMind Chiropractic Center, 1650 Igle-
hart Ave., will offer the following free pre-
sentations: “Clean Living through Organic 
Foods and Movement” at 7:45 p.m. Monday, 
April 28; and “How to Handle Cravings and 
Emotional Eating” at 7:45 p.m. Monday, May 
5. Call 651-293-1497 to register. 
The St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
will present the 27th annual Deubener Awards 
to five local organizations during the Small 
Business Awards of Excellence Luncheon at 
11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 15, at the Prom 
Center, 484 Inwood Ave. N., Oakdale. The 
cost is $40. Call George Stoj at 651-265-2795.

Business Briefs

Nine Sustainable St. Paul Awards were pre-
sented on April 16 by the St. Paul City Coun-
cil and Mayor Chris Coleman. Honorees for 
their efforts to make St. Paul an environmen-
tally friendly city were Macalester College, 
Gordon Parks High School, Community of 
Peace Academy, St. Paul Bicycle Classic, the 
environmental services staff of the St. Paul 
Division of Parks and Recreation, Como Park 
Zoo and Conservatory, Eco Education, Como 
Park High School Environmental Club and 
Larry Zangs of St. Paul’s Department of Safety 
and Inspections.

Army First Lieutenant Nicholas Najjar has 
returned to Alaska after being deployed to 
Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He is assigned to the 725th Brigade Support 
Battalion at Fort Richardson in Anchorage. 
Najjar is the son of Dominique and Susan Naj-
jar of Mendota Heights. He is a 2001 graduate 
of St. Thomas Academy.

Army Reserve Specialist David Gertz has 
been mobilized for deployment to an undis-
closed overseas location in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. Gertz is a psychological 
operations specialist with the 13th Psycho-

logical Operations Battalion based in Arden 
Hills. He is the son of Darryl Gertz of Min-
neapolis’ Longfellow neighborhood.

Monell Jakel, a Highland Early Childhood 
Family Education parent educator, is retir-
ing after more than 23 years of teaching local 
families. She will be honored during the High-
land ECFE’s season-ending picnic at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 2, at Newell Park.

Army Private Jason Lendway has graduated 
from basic combat training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina. He is a 2002 graduate of Hen-
ry Sibley High School.

Navy Lieutenant, Junior Grade Ben Stein, 
son of Sue and Pete Stein of Highland Park, 
was designated as a naval aviator on April 12 
at Kingsville Naval Air Station in Texas. Stein, 
a 2001 graduate of Central High School, is a 
2005 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. He 
earned a master’s degree in aeronautical engi-
neering at the University of Maryland in 2006. 
He will serve as a jet pilot instructor at Kings-
ville for the next year, after which he will re-
port to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar in 
San Diego to begin piloting an F-18 Hornet. 

Names in the News

News deadline is Tuesday, 
8 days prior to publication.

Display ad deadline is Thursday, 
6 days prior.

Service Directory/want ad deadline 
is Wednesday, 7 days prior.

Publication 
dates for 2008

may	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	
	4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	
18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	
25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31
June	 	 	 	 	 	
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	

15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	 30

July	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	

13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31
august	 	 	 1	 2	
	3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	
31
september		 	 	 	
	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	

14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30
october	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	

12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31
november	 	 	 	 1	
	2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
	9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	
30
december	 	 	 	 	
	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30	 31



34
th

 A
ve

D
el

aw
ar

e 
A

ve

46
th

 A
ve

54th St

40th St

Summit Ave

University   Ave

W Annapolis

Chestnut

Shepard

110

35E

35E

55

94

94

55

494

35E

52

Lilydale

Mendota

Highland
Park

    West 7th

Macalester-
Groveland

Summit
Hill

Down-
town

Hiawatha

Minne-
haha

Merriam 
Park

Snelling-
Hamline

Mendota Heights

Summit-
University

Lexington- 
Hamline

60,000 total copies
50,000 home-delivered

132,000 readers

757 Snelling Ave. S., Saint Paul, MN 55116-2296 • Phone: 651-699-1462 • Fax:  651-699-6501 • www.myvillager.com

We only deliver to .0017%
of the world’s population.

But then, where in the
world are your customers?

All business owners will tell you that the vast 
majority of their companies’ sales must come from 
those who live or work within a few convenient 
miles of their shop or o�  ce.

� e successful business owner works to maximize 
those sales by advertising in a medium that o� ers 
total home-delivered coverage in precisely that 
market area calculated to do that business the most 
good. And one with a high degree of readership 
within that area so that the advertising dollar works 
most e� ectively.

Now, we’re not suggesting that advertising in the 
Villager guarantees a business’ success, but if the 
households in this area represent a good share of 
your potential market, the Villager does deliver.
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Cretin-Derham Hall Salutes National
Merit Finalist Jacob Schindler

Congratulations to National Merit
Commended Students David Duevel,
Ella Gray, Kelsey Jacobsen, Allison Kahle,
Katelyn Maley, Elizabeth Morrow,
Michael Rydberg, Claire Smith, Kaitlin
Veenstra and Thomas Williams; and to
Julian Clarkson, an Outstanding
Participant in the National Achievement
Scholarship Program.

Cretin-Derham Hall
Catholic • Co-Educational • Grades 9-12

550 S. Albert St., St. Paul, MN 55116
651-690-2443  •  www.cretin-derhamhall.org

Visit our
new website! tv-smiles.com

(651)690-5497

...But You Don’t Have Dental Insurance?

Introducing...

Est. 1983

Please call or stop by our 
convenient location for an 
informational brochure.

Be pr

Perfect for Senior Citizens!

epared to smile!

542 S Snelling • Highland Park • St. Paul, MN

NEED DENTAL TREATMENT?

• Experienced Clinician
•  Affordable
• High Quality Service

• Personalized Prompt Care
• Sedation Techniques As Needed

Forty-one young women representing 
St. Paul area high schools were honored 
for outstanding achievement in athlet-

ics during the 14th annual Athena Awards 
ceremony on April 16. The winners of the St. 
Paul Area Athena Awards for 2008 from the 
Villager area are:

Central—Megan Howard
Sports: volleyball (3-time letter winner, all-

conference and honorable mention, captain, 
best offensive player); softball (letter winner); 
track (2-time letter winner, all-conference); 
basketball (3-time letter winner, all-confer-
ence, captain, most coachable).

Other activities: Link crew, Habitat for Hu-
manity, student council, advisory leader, se-
nior class liaison, eucharistic minister, lector, 
altar server, volunteer for Loaves & Fishes and 
homeless shelters.

Scholastic achievements: “A” honor roll, ac-
ademic excellence awards, 2007 MSHSL Excel 
Award winner, 3.52 GPA.

Post-high school plans: attend a four-year 
college and play basketball.

Cretin-Derham Hall—Molly Geske
Sports: basketball (3-time letter winner, 

2-time all-conference, captain, all-star series 
selection); tennis (3-time letter winner, 2-
time all-conference, honorable mention, state 
tournament participant); softball.

Other activities: Wendy’s High School 
Heisman winner, eucharistic minister, Choice 
Club, Friendship Club, Dorothy Day, Life-
works, Urban Challenge.

Scholastic achievements: National Honor 
Society, CDH President’s List, 4.55 GPA.

Post-high school plans: attend Gustavus 
Adolphus.

Highland Park—Cecilia Noecker
Sports: swimming (5-time letter winner, 

4-time all-conference, outstanding swimmer 
in conference, state qualifier, hardest worker 
team award, academic achievement); nordic 
skiing (letter winner, all-conference, most im-
proved team award); track (4-time letter win-
ner, all-conference, captain, most improved 
distance runner team award).

Other activities: band, jazz band, National 
Honor Society treasurer, Habitat for Human-
ity and 7th-grade religion teacher at the Ba-
silica of St. Mary.

Scholastic achievements: top-ranked stu-
dent in her class, perfect score on ACT,  
U.S. Presidential Scholar candidate, National 
Merit finalist, awards in the American Math 
Contest and National French Contest, Triple 
“A” Award from Minnesota State High School 
League.

Post-high school plans: study math, science 
and music at a small liberal arts college (pos-
sibly St. Olaf).

Henry Sibley—Ali Vandercook
Sports: volleyball (3-time letter winner, 2-

time captain, 2-time MVP, best offensive play-
er, South Central High School all-star team, 
2-time all-conference and 1-time honorable 
mention, Northern Lights and Sting Junior 
Olympic volleyball teams); gymnastics (4-
time letter winner, captain, section bars and 
all-around teams, 2-time conference champi-
on team, 2-time all-state and 3-time all-con-
ference honorable mention, most improved); 
track (3-time letter winner, captain, confer-
ence champion team, conference high jump 
and relay champion, Will to Win Award).

Other activities: Environmental Club, band, 
peer helper, student exchange program, Hu-
mane Society and Feed My Starving Children 
volunteer, church school teacher.

Scholastic achievements: “A” honor roll, stu-
dent of the quarter and outstanding academic 
achievement awards, scholar-athlete award, 
honorable mention academic team.

Post-high school plans: attend the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas or Northland College.

St. Paul Academy—Kathleen Cann
Sports: track (3-time letter winner, captain, 

2-time all-conference honorable mention, 2-
time section qualifier); cross country running 
(2-time letter winner, captain, all-conference 
and honorable mention, section team run-
nerup, team state qualifier); nordic skiing 

(4-time letter winner, 3-time all-conference 
honorable mention, team conference cham-
pions, team section runners-up, 3-time state 
qualifier, most improved, 35th in age group 
in American Birkebeiner Korteloppet); swim-
ming (4-time letter winner, 3-time all-con-
ference, 2-time team conference champions, 
conference dual meet team champions, 4-time 
section finals qualifier, 2-time state qualifier).

Other activities: schoolwide Scrabble tour-
nament champion, YMCA Camp Widjiwa-
gan.

Scholastic achievements: first honor roll, 
first effort roll, honors math and science class-
es, National Spanish Exam finalist.

Post-high school plans: run track and cross 
country at Oberlin College.

Visitation—Courtney Kranz
Sports: basketball (4-time letter winner, 

3-time all-conference, conference champs, 
1,000-point scorer, most improved, 3-time 
most dedicated, MVP, captain); volleyball 
(3-time letter winner, 3-time most improved, 
all-conference, 3-time conference champs, 
academic all-state).

Other activities: Choose executive board 
and STAND secretary.

Scholastic achievements: honor roll all se-
mesters.

Post-high school plans: play Division I bas-
ketball at University of Northern Colorado.

Kathleen Cann Molly Geske Megan Howard Courtney Kranz Cecilia Noecker Ali Vandercook

Athena Awards honor achievements of area’s top female athletes

Cassie Burke Krystalyn Kersten

Minneapolis winners 
to be honored May 9

The 36th annual Minneapolis 
Athena Awards will be present-
ed to 52 of the best and brightest 

female athletes in the Mill City during a 
luncheon ceremony that begins at 11:00 
a.m. Friday, May 9, at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center. Local winners are:

Minnehaha—Cassie Burke
Sports: soccer (4-time letter win-

ner, captain, MVP, 2-time all-confer-

ence and 2-time honorable mention, 
all-metro, all-state and 2-time all-state 
honorable mention); skiing (6-time 
letter winner, captain, MVP, 4-time all-
conference, honorable mention, state 
participant); and golf (letter winner).

Other activities: choir and French 
Club.

Scholastic achievements: five semes-
ter honor roll student.

Post-high school plans: attend Car-
leton College.

Roosevelt-Krystalyn Kersten
Sports: soccer (5-time letter winner, 

3-time captain, 3-time MVP); basket-
ball (2-time letter winner); and base-
ball (2-time letter winner).

Other activities: Hi-Tech Girls Soci-
ety and National Honor Society.

Scholastic achievements: 4.04 GPA.
Post-high school plans: attend Augs-

burg College.

The Minneapolis Athena Awards will 
be presented by Allie Cronk, a public 
address announcer with the Minnesota 
State High School League. For tickets, 
e-mail Pam Lindberg at Lindberg@
mpls.k12.mn.us.
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The following police calls were gathered from 
recent Community Watch reports provided by 
the Ramsey County Sheriff ’s Department. For 
more information, visit www.co.ramsey.mn.us/
sheriff/communitywatch.htm.

Highland Park
Burglary—A home on the 700 block of 

Mount Curve Boulevard was broken into be-
tween March 11-16. 

—The SuperAmerica on Ford Parkway and 
Snelling Avenue was broken into between 
3:30 and 4:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 19. The 
Mobil station on Ford Parkway and Kenneth 
Street also was burglarized at about 3:00 that 
morning. 

—Police arrested three men, ages 22-24, 
for burglary after they broke into a residence 
on the 1500 block of St. Paul Avenue at about 
4:30 p.m. Sunday, March 23. 

Theft—Jewelry was stolen from the Col-
lege of St. Catherine between 11:00 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, March 15.

—A theft from auto occurred between 6:00 
and 7:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 26 at the 
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave.

Assault—A road rage incident occurred at 
about 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 10, when a 
woman driver turned in front of another car 
on Hamline Avenue and Ford Parkway. The 
driver of that car, a 46-year-old Highland Park 
man, began following the woman’s car closely. 
She turned down a side street to get away from 
him, but he soon reappeared driving right on 
her bumper. The man was finally stopped by 
police at Snelling and Dayton avenues and 
was arrested for DWI and child endanger-
ment. His 14-year-old daughter was in the car 
during part of the incident.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A house on the 1200 block of 

Portland Avenue was broken into between 
1:00 and 7:30 a.m. Friday, March 21.

Weapons—A bomb threat was called in to 
Central High School at about 10:00 a.m. Tues-
day, March 11. The school was searched, but 
no explosives were found.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—An air compressor was stolen 

from a storage locker at an apartment build-
ing on the 1600 block of Randolph Avenue be-
tween 7:00 p.m. Saturday and 1:00 a.m. Sun-
day, March 15-16. Entry was forced through 
the rear door of the building.

—A dentist’s office on Hamline and Sum-
mit avenues was broken into between 5:00 
p.m. Wednesday and 8:30 a.m. Thursday, 
March 12-13.

—The Uptown House, 1344 Summit Ave., 
was broken into between 9:00 p.m. Sunday 
and 5:00 a.m. Monday, March 23-24.

Theft—Money was stolen from several 
newspaper racks at Hamline and Randolph 
avenues between March 8-14.

—A projector was stolen from Randolph 
Heights Elementary School, 348 S. Hamline 
Ave., before 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 26. 

Miscellaneous—Staff at Ramsey Junior 
High School, 1700 Summit Ave., called police 
concerned about a mother who appeared to 
be drunk and had picked up her child at the 
school at about 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 25. 
Police later arrested the 46-year-old Summit-
University woman for driving while intoxicat-
ed and child endangerment. Her 14-year-old 
child was in the car.

Merriam Park
Robbery—Oasis Market, 2057 Marshall 

Ave., was robbed at about 6:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 22.

Burglary—An apartment on the 300 block 
of Wilder Street was broken into between 
midnight Wednesday and 9:00 p.m. Saturday, 
March 19-22.

—An apartment on the 400 block of Dew-
ey Street was broken into at about 1:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 26. The resident was 
home at the time.

—Residents interrupted a burglary on the 
2100 block of Dayton Avenue at about 8:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 20.

Theft— A car was stolen on the 400 block 
of Wilder Street between 11:00 a.m. Monday 
and 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 24-26.

—A Bobcat loader was stolen from the 400 
block of North Fairview Avenue between 4:00 
p.m. Thursday and 9:00 a.m. Monday, March 
20-24.

Miscellaneous—A 23-year-old Minneton-
ka man was cited for disorderly conduct at the 
University of St. Thomas at about 2:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 19. The man reportedly 
pushed security staff when they tried to inter-
vene. 

—A 47-year-old St. Paul man was cited for 
begging and accosting strangers at Snelling 
and Concordia avenues at about 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 21.

—Police arrested a 40-year-old St. Paul man 
for obstruction at about 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 25, at Concordia and Snelling avenues. 
The man, who was panhandling at the bus 
stop, became uncooperative with police and 
spit on them.

Summit Hill
Theft—A theft from auto occurred at the 

Linwood Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair 
Ave., between 4:00 and 10:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 25.

Summit-University
Theft—Property stolen from the rectory of 

the St. Paul Cathedral was recovered on the 
200 block of Selby Avenue at about 9:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 25. 

Miscellaneous—Graffiti was sprayed on 
the base of the New York Life Eagle sculpture 
in Lookout Park on Ramsey Street and Sum-
mit Avenue between 10:00 p.m. Tuesday and 
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 18-19.

West End
Burglary—Police arrested a juvenile for 

burglary at about 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 
26, on the 400 block of Michigan Street. The 
homeowner discovered the juvenile in her 
house and called police.

Assault—A woman and her adult son ar-
gued with unknown people at a gas station on 
the 200 block of Grand and Smith avenues at 
about 1:45 p.m. Saturday, March 22. One of 
the people brandished a handgun. The sus-
pects fled before police arrived. 

Miscellaneous—Four Minneapolis men 
ages 19-31 were cited for trespassing at the 
former Schmidt Brewery at about 2:00 a.m. 
Thursday, March 20. Evidence indicated the 
group had been in the caves and sewer system 
beneath the brewery.

Crime Report

Talk about being in the 
right place at the right time! 
This is the season 
130,000-plus Villager readers 
in the neighborhoods listed 
below are busy planting 
and landscaping around 
their homes.  As a result, our 
upcoming Gardening Sections 
will be extremely well-read. 
As will your ad — unless 
you miss the deadlines.

How Your Garden Grows
(Let your business bloom too with an ad in our special Gardening Sections.) 

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.

Right Where You Live™

UPCOMING GARDENING SECTIONS:    
May 7 and May 21

Deadlines: April 30 and May 14
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com

Bomb threat closes Sibley 

Classes were canceled at Henry Sib-
ley High School on Wednesday, 
April 9, after a bomb threat from 

an anonymous caller was found on the 
school’s answering system before class-
es started. The building was evacuated,  
e-mail and phone alerts were sent to in-
form parents and students that school was 
canceled, and bus drivers were notified on 
their routes so students could be returned 
home instead of being brought to school. 

Bomb-sniffing dogs searched the build-
ing, and by mid-morning the school had 
been declared safe. It reopened at 2:30 p.m. 
for students to attend games or practices.

The Mendota Heights Police Depart-
ment  is offering a $500 reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the person who 
made the threat. Anyone with information 
is asked to call the department at 651-452-
1366 or the tip line at 651-255-1170.
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MEXICAN-GRILL & BAR

Fresh Mexican Cuisine             Happy Hour 3-7
Buffet  M-F  11-3             Monday 1/2 Price Wine

242 W 7th St    651-209-9210

Open your body…
              open your life
      Experience the difference…

  Classes offered daily (Classes are for all levels)

Group classes • Private sessions
Yoga Therapy • Vichara (self inquiry)

Meditation workshops
www.highlandyogacenter.com          612-408-0434

1040 South Cleveland Ave.For information call  651.699.5560

      Spring Fest
       Flower Sale
Saturday, May 10, 10 a.m. –6 p.m.

   Featuring the  Splatter Sisters    12 Noon
 There will be concessions, art and games for the
 children, a Master Gardener to answer gardening
 questions, and flowers to purchase for Mother’s Day.
            Flowers from Pahl’s Nursery, Apple Valley
           Partially funded by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

  Immanuel Lutheran Church Parking Lot
   Snelling & Goodrich Ave. (across from Macalester College)
              Proceeds to Cherish the Children
                     and ILC General Fund.

Food

Saji Ya’s Patrick Kallemeyn calls the Grand Avenue restau-
rant he has co-owned for the past few years a “work in 
progress.” Taking over a restaurant that has been oper-

ating for close to 30 years means taking on a lot of baggage, 
Kallemeyn said, and sometimes that makes it hard to move 
forward. And the statewide smoking ban and recent changes 
in the state’s DUI laws didn’t help.

Kallemeyn started out as a server at Saji Ya to earn extra 
money while he was still playing in a band. He eventually be-
came a partner with five others in the business, which also in-
cludes the restaurant next door, Dixie’s on Grand. Two years 
ago, Kallemeyn and his partners followed through with a long-
planned remodeling of both restaurants. While the makeover 
created a more unified look at Dixie’s, Saji Ya came through 
with somewhat of a split personality.

“The front doors of Saji Ya still look like the entrance to a 
suburban business park,” Kallemeyn said, “so we’re planning 
to redo the front of the restaurant.”

Saji Ya did get a bright, new sushi bar and larger bar area. 
The space occupied by the original sushi bar became addi-
tional seating for the regular bar, and the main dining room 
was spruced up throughout. However, the upstairs Teppanyaki 
Room and outdoor balcony still look pretty much the same.

I reserved a seat in the Teppanyaki Room for 5:00 p.m. on 
a recent Sunday. The room takes its name from the two large 
grills, or teppans, that diners sit around. Come in a small group 
when it’s busy and you can expect to be seated with strangers at 
one of the room’s large tables. On this evening, my friend and 
I were the only ones dining at our table for six.

A big part of the teppanyaki experience are the culinary, ac-
robatic and theatrical skills of the chef, who slices, sautés and 
serves the food right in front of the diners, interacting with 
them all the while. Being relatively new to the teppans, our 
chef wasn’t as deft with a knife and spatula as other teppanyaki 
chefs I’ve witnessed. At the same time, he didn’t make me ner-
vous about losing a finger—his or mine. 

Although he wasn’t flashy—I’ve seen teppanyaki chefs flip 
shrimp from the grill onto the plates or right into the mouths 
of diners—he was pleasant and efficient and happily answered 
all of our questions. And his lack of showmanship may have 
had more to do with his audience—a middle-aged couple 
more interested in the ingredients than the acrobatics. 

Teppanyaki meals at Saji Ya come with egg drop soup, a 
house salad, a grilled shrimp appetizer, stir-fried vegetables 
and steamed rice. (I substituted fried rice for $4.00.) Since my 
friend loves sushi, we also ordered the Saji Ya maki sushi as 
an appetizer (raw tuna, salmon, shrimp and yellowtail with 
thinly sliced gari ginger and wasabi; $9.00). She raved about it. 
Though not a big fan of raw fish, I can honestly say it tasted a 
lot better than I thought it would.

I don’t deliberately set my lips on fire, so I didn’t try the was-
abi, but the vinegary rice was cooked just right, the raw fish 
was flavorful and the ginger was fresh. 

I appreciate a little heft in my soups, and Saji Ya’s egg drop 
soup has it. It isn’t the thin, bland broth with bits of egg and 
green onions that passes for egg drop soup at many Asian res-
taurants. The house salad could have been a bit crisper, though 
the dressing was delicious. 

The shrimp appetizer was served with a ginger sauce and a 
shrimp sauce, the latter made with mayonnaise, mustard, saki 
and paprika. Very tasty. The grilled vegetables included car-
rots, broccoli, red and green peppers, mushrooms, asparagus 
and onion. I don’t usually eat all my vegetables—just ask my 
mother—but I did at Saji Ya. The fried rice was also delicious.

As entrées, my partner ordered the combination shrimp 
and salmon ($28) and I ordered the combination ribeye steak 
and chicken ($27). The shrimp was a larger version of the ap-
petizer, and the salmon was colorful and scrumptious. The 
ribeye was tender and the chicken was moist.

Be forewarned, in the Teppanyaki Room an 18 percent gra-
tuity is added to your bill. Our server was fast, friendly and 
solicitous without being a pest, but I didn’t know about the 
minimum gratuity. She explained that all tips were split be-
tween the server and chef. Fair enough.

It had been nearly 20 years since I had eaten at Saji Ya, but 
as I said to my friend on the way out the door, it won’t be any-
where near that long before I eat there again. In fact, I stopped 
back for dinner later that week. Seated in the main dining 
room, I noted that the chicken tempura ($18) was flying out 
of the kitchen, so I thought I’d give it a try. My partner ordered 
the calamari appetizer with tonkatsu sauce ($7.00). 

The calamari was great, and not in the least bit chewy. I liked 
the tonkatsu sauce so much that I asked for extra to dress up 
my chicken tempura. The chicken tempura comes with veg-
etable tempura, including onion, sweet potato, red and green 
peppers, mushrooms, asparagus, cucumber and zucchini as 

well as a sauce that I wasn’t that crazy about.
The next time I dine at Saji Ya, I’m planning to try the 

lunch menu. The stir-fried vegetables ($7.00), teriyaki chicken 
($8.00) and shrimp tempura ($9.00) are among a dozen items 
on the menu that come with salad, ginger broccoli, the appe-
tizer of the day, egg drop soup and rice. That’s a great deal.

Kallemeyn said he loves his job as co-owner despite the long 
hours. “When I was in the band, I was always on the road and 
it was hard to see my friends,” he said. “Now they come here if 
they want to see me.”

Hot Dish
By Morgan Smith

Diners in Saji Ya’s Teppanyaki Room have a front-row seat 
as chef Benny Cachuela works his magic, grilling food and 
juggling condiments.  Photos by janet hostetter

Satisfaction takes a 
front seat at Saji Ya
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

76 Years – Thanks To Our Customers!

A roof's underlayment is key to keeping water out of the house. 

If you have water leaking in, Garlock-French can help.

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service.  

Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details, 

so you won’t have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship.

Quality, value, and craftsmanship have been the hallmarks 

of Garlock-French for 76 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You need new
Underlayment.

Do you know 
who to call?

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

By Bob Gilbert

Ed Christy is calling it quits at the end of 
April. The Galveston, Texas, native has 
owned and operated Forepaugh’s Res-

taurant overlooking St. Paul’s Irvine Park for 
the past 25 years. With his lease coming up for 
renewal, he weighed the emerging business 
climate and decided that if his restaurant were 
to continue to succeed, it needed a new owner 
with deeper pockets.

Christy cited several trends that he thinks 
will lead to the closing of other independent 
restaurants in the near future. And the state of 
the U.S. economy is not the primary one.

“State and local governments have created 
an environment where small independent 
business owners are at a disadvantage,” Christy 
said. “I may be among many independent res-
taurant owners who give up their business.”

Christy had seen his bottom line shrink in 
recent years as a result of increases in liquor 
license fees, annual property tax increases that 
been averaging about 15 percent, rising food 
costs and the reduction of the blood alcohol 
level for a DWI in Minnesota to 0.08. But 
what finally convinced him to close up shop 
was the proposal to increase the minimum 
wage from $6.15 to $7.90 an hour. That, he 
said, is more than his business could absorb.

Christy said he is not opposed to the mini-
mum-wage increase in principle, but he does 
not think it should apply to his wait staff, who 
on good nights can earn as much as $30 an 
hour in tips.

“That legislation is going to force prices 
higher and reduce the number of times peo-
ple can afford to go out to eat,” Christy said. 
“It’s just too much.”

Despite Forepaugh’s imminent closing, 
Christy is proud that he was able to maintain 
a restaurant at the same location for 25 years. 
Many other fine dining establishments in St. 
Paul—Gallivan’s, the Blue Horse, Gannon’s, 
Fhima’s, Tulips, the Vintage and Zander’s to 
name just a few—closed their doors during 
that time.

Christy credited his quarter-century of suc-
cess to the stability of his 51-member staff. 
Managers Joan Frantz and Kathy Gosiger, 
head chef Eric Schlenker, and servers Dana 
Jorgensen and Lori Enselein have all worked 
with him for more than 20 years.

“It wasn’t only the money that made people 
stay on here,” Gosiger said. “There’s a lot of re-
spect for Ed. He’s just a great person to work 
for.”

“Ed is the perfect host,” said Bob Kurtz of 
Highland Park, a regular at Forepaugh’s for 
the past seven years. “When you walked in the 

door, Ed always greeted you with a great big 
smile. I’m sorry to see him go. He’s an institu-
tion there.”

Christy, 63, purchased Forepaugh’s in 1983, 
six years after the restaurant opened in the re-
furbished 1870 home of Joseph Forepaugh, a 
St. Paul businessman who made his fortune in 
dry goods. With a nod to St. Paul’s French and 
French-Canadian roots, Forepaugh’s served 
a continental cuisine in nine dining rooms 
spread over three floors of the elegant Victori-
an manor. Much of his business over the years 
has been catering weddings, prom gatherings, 
anniversary parties and corporate events. 

Christy attended Villanova University and 
earned a master’s degree in business admin-
istration at the University of Indiana. He 
came to Minnesota in 1968 to work for Gen-
eral Mills, but three years later the company 
transferred him to the East Coast. Soon after, 
he left the corporate world to open his own 
restaurant in Baltimore.

A former president of the Minnesota Res-
taurant Association, Christy is currently on 
the board of the St. Paul Convention and 
Visitors Bureau and chair of its Membership 
Committee.

Forepaugh’s will continue as a restaurant af-
ter April 30. However, it will close for at least 
two months, according to new owner Bruce 
Taher of Taher Corporation, a food service 
management company with 2,100 employ-
ees in five states. Taher’s company recently 
opened several fine dining establishments, 
including the Wayzata Eatery and the Alaska 
Eatery in Minnetonka.

Forepaugh’s “is going to be totally remod-
eled and revamped on the inside,” Taher said. 
“The building is protected by Minnesota 
Historical Society standards, so the integrity 
of the building will remain intact.” However, 
it will get a new kitchen and new wallpaper, 
chairs, carpet and lighting. Taher also hopes 
to retain Christy’s staff.

“Whether you have deeper pockets or not, 
the costs that (Christy) spoke about are real 
and everybody is affected by them,” Taher 
said. “We have to find a way to deal with those 
costs; that’s the challenge of the business. Our 
hope is that by redoing the restaurant, the 
added support of the community will cover 
the costs.”

Christy is not leaving the hospitality in-
dustry entirely. He is also a partner in Lord 
Fletcher’s, the long-lived Lake Minnetonka 
bar and restaurant. Still, leaving Forepaugh’s is 
going to create a void in his life.

“I’m going to miss this place,” Christy said. 
“It’s not easy to just walk away, but the stars are 
all aligned to do it now.”

Squeezed by gov’t, Christy walks 
away after 25 years at Forepaugh’s

After 25 years 
as owner and 
gracious host at 
Forepaugh’s, Ed 
Christie will be 
saying good-bye 
to the Irvine Park 
restaurant and 
its historical 
elegance at the 
end of April. 

photo by brad stauffer
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10491 165th Street W • Lakeville, MN
(952) 435-1898

1571 Century Point • Eagan, MN
(651) 686-6225

�is is the Place to Swim!!
Book now for spectacular
summer instruction at
Minnesota’s original school
of aquatic education.

Visit familyswim.com

• Excellence in Swimming Instruction •

FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 

Maintenance & Repair Facility

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

651 298-0956CERTIFIED

www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
membership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.

910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)

Local labor history is relived in “Untold 
Stories,” a month-long series spon-
sored by the Friends of the St. Paul 

Public Library that will continue on Sunday, 
April 27, with a dramatic reading of Jean-
nine Coulombe’s play Beak­ers, inspired by 
the 1989 labor conflict at the Boise Cascade 
plant in International Falls. The Lex-Ham 
Community Theater performance begins at 
2:00 p.m. at the St. Anthony Park Library, 
2245 Como Ave. 

Jennifer Klein will discuss her book, For 
All These Rights: Business, Labor, and the 
Shaping of America’s Public-Private Welfare 
State, at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 30, at the 
Dayton’s Bluff/Metropolitan State University 
Library, 645 E. 7th St.

A panel of historians and scholars will re-
view 150 years of labor history in Minnesota 
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 1, at the St. Paul 
Labor Centre, 411 Main St. The panel will in-
clude  professor Hy Berman of the University 

of Minnesota, Claiming the City author Mary 
Wingerd, and author and professor Annette 
Atkins of the College of St. Benedict. 

The Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company 
will perform The Triangle Factory Fire Proj-
ect, about a fire that killed 146 workers, the 
subsequent trial, and the social and political 
changes that resulted, at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4, in the auditorium of the Hillcrest Rec-
reation Center, 1974 Ford Pkwy. A discussion 
with Rachleff and others will follow the show. 
(Those who mention “Untold Stories” will 
receive a $5.00 discount on their tickets.)

Tim Robbins’ film about artists during the 
Great Depression, Cradle Will Rock, will be 
shown at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at the 
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. A 
discussion will precede the screening at 6:00 
p.m. 

“Thank God and FDR,” an exhibition of 
more than 160 examples of New Deal art 
from the Minnesota Historical Society’s col-
lection, will be displayed at 7:00 p.m. Tues-
day, May 13, at the James J. Hill House, 240 
Summit Ave. 

Labor history will also be the focus of 
student exhibits, original performances and 
presentations on Minnesota History Day, 
Wednesday, May 14. The program will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. at the St. Paul Labor Center, 411 
Main St.

Dave Riehle will lead a bus tour to Vadnais 
Heights, White Bear Lake and Centerville on 
Saturday, May 17, to tell of local labor history 
and American Indian and French Canadian 
settlements. The tour will depart at 2:00 p.m. 
from the Sun Ray Library, 2105 Wilson Ave. 

These Shining Lives, a new play about the 
Radium Dial Watch Company and the suit 
filed against the firm by the “Radium Girls” 
who suffered anemia, bone fractures and 
death, will be performed at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
May 18, at the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. 
A discussion and reception will follow.

Most of the events are free. For informa-
tion or reservations, call 651-222-3242 or 
visit www.thefriends.org.

The St. Paul Public Schools is asking the public to help define 
its future success with a “Focus on Success” session from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 24, at the Rondo Red Atrium, 560 
Concordia Ave. A language-specific session for the Spanish-
speaking community will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 7, at the district administration building, 
360 Colborne St. The district is holding the sessions prior to 
a discussion of its 2008-09 proposed budget on Tuesday, May 
20. Call 651-767-8110.

The Cretin-Derham Hall class of 1988 will hold its 20-year 
reunion from 7:00 p.m. to midnight Friday, May 16, at Billy’s 
on Grand, 857 Grand Ave. The cost is $20 per person or $35 
per couple. Register by May 1 with Sarah Hood Floersch at 

sarahfloersch@msn.com. Include photos for a class video.

Cyndi Lesher, an Xcel Energy executive and  president of 
the Minnesota host committee for the Republican National 
Convention, will  be the guest speaker of the St. Thomas 
Alumni Association’s final luncheon of the year at noon Friday, 
May 2, at Crowne Plaza Riverfront Hotel, 11 E. Kellogg Blvd. 
The cost is $25. Call 651-962-6430 by April 25.

‘Untold Stories’ continues look at local labor history 

Claiming the City author Mary Wingerd 
will join a panel discussion on labor his-
tory in Minnesota on May 1 at the St. Paul 
Labor Centre. photo by brad stuaffer

By Jane McClure

The Rock-Tenn Community Advisory 
Panel (RCAP) has scheduled a series 
of neighborhood discussions in the 

next few weeks as it continues to study a new 
source of energy for Rock-Tenn’s paper recy-
cling facility at University Avenue and Vanda-
lia Street. 

Rock-Tenn has recycled paper in the Mid-
way area for a century. It is now the state’s 
largest paper recycler, currently employing 
500 people. Rock-Tenn has been using on-site 
boilers to burn a mixture of natural gas and 
fuel oil since losing its source of steam pow-
er last year. The company, which requires as 
much energy as 20,000 homes, needs to find a 
more cost-effective energy source and would 
like to see a new power plant up and running 
by 2011.

RCAP is scheduled to complete its studies 
and prepare a report on a new energy source 
for Rock-Tenn in May or June, according to 
RCAP coordinator Nina Axelson. The report 
is considered a pre-environmental review. 

“We’re nearing a key point in the study pro-
cess,” Axelson said. 

RCAP is looking at different fuels, energy 
production technology and related issues in 
order to identify an environmentally friendly 
energy source for the plant. The report will 
address the economic and technical feasibil-
ity of the various fuel types, and prospective 
environmental emissions and controls for 
each. Part of the report will cover ways to 
improve energy efficiency at the Rock-Tenn 

facility and find additional uses for the steam 
and electricity generated by the power plant, 
which would be owned and operated by the 
St. Paul Port Authority.

The report will be reviewed by the Ham-
line-Midway, St. Anthony Park, Union Park 
and Macalester-Groveland district councils 
before it is sent to the St. Paul City Council 
this fall. The City Council will then decide 
which options should receive further envi-
ronmental review or send the matter back to 
the RCAP.

Rock-Tenn’s high demand for energy means 
that some sources, such as wind, solar, hydro-
electric and geothermal, have been set aside. 
Various forms of biomass, ranging from wood 
waste to agricultural byproducts, are still be-
ing studied. However, biomass options may 
be limited because of the availability of mate-
rials and the high cost of transportation.

The latest technology discussed on April 7 
is anaerobic digestion, a process that uses mi-
crobes to decompose organic material to pro-
duce biogas. Biogas, such as methane, can be 
used to produce thermal energy in the form 
of steam or electricity.

Various feed stocks are used in an anaero-
bic digestive system. Patrick Hill, an engineer 
who has worked on several types of anaero-
bic digestion systems, said the most viable 
feed stock for a system for Rock-Tenn would 
be agricultural or food byproducts. Human 
waste or animal waste has been used in sys-
tems elsewhere, but the quantity required 
makes that infeasible for Rock-Tenn.

Anaerobic digestion has its pros and cons, 
Hill said. The pros are that it uses renewable 
fuels in a low-temperature, low-pressure form 
of fuel gas production, that it is an efficient 
form of energy production and allows for the 
recovery of water and nutrients, and that or-
ganic solids that are a byproduct of anaerobic 
digestion can be sold as topsoil.

The cons are that Rock-Tenn would need 
an anaerobic facility of eight to 10 acres that 
would require six 3 million gallon digester 
tanks and cost up to $60 million to build. An-
other con is the potential for odor, although 

the system would be enclosed to prevent the 
escape of methane. 

Some RCAP members were concerned 
about odor and the risks involved with meth-
ane. “It’s not just that it (methane) smells bad, 
but it’s extremely toxic,” said RCAP member 
Alan Schultz.

Another challenge in anaerobic digestion is 
that the system can be easily disrupted and go 
off-line, making it necessary to have a back-
up power source. As a result, it requires a con-
sistent quality and quantity of feed stock. Hill 
said that also would be a challenge in using 
garbage as a fuel source. Plants in Europe that 
burn garbage need to have the trash carefully 
sorted before it is used in a digester.

Hill said he doubts there is enough food or 
agricultural waste in the Twin Cities to make 
anaerobic digestion work. “The technology is 
definitely viable,” he said, “but do we have the 
quality and quantity of materials available? I 
don’t think so.”

That means either hauling in dry material 
and slurrying it with water to run a digestive 
system here or setting up a system near an 
outstate agricultural processing plant. The 
latter option would most likely mean work-
ing with an ethanol plant to use spent corn or 
a potato processing plant. The biogas would 
then have to be piped in. 

Some RCAP members said if that is the 
case, it may make more sense for the outstate 
facilities to generate and use their own energy 
through anaerobic digestion, rather than pip-
ing the biogas to Rock-Tenn.

Neighborhoods to discuss 
Rock-Tenn’s energy plans 
Minneapolis: 10:00 a.m. Saturday, April 

26, at the Luxton Recreation Center, 112 
Williams Ave. S.E.

St. Anthony Park: 10:00 a.m. Saturday, 
May 3, at the South St. Anthony Park Rec-
reation Center, 890 Cromwell St. 

Macalester-Groveland: 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7, at Groveland Park  
Elementary School, 2045 St. Clair Ave. 

Union Park (District 13): 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 12, at Bethel Christian  
Fellowship, 1466 Portland Ave.

Hamline-Midway: 10:00 a.m. Saturday, 
May 17, at the Hamline-Midway Library, 
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave.

For more information, call 612-788-
4151, e-mail nina@sapcc.org or visit www.
rtadvisory.org.

Discussions offer chance to weigh in on Rock-Tenn process

School Notes
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2417 AronA Street
This fabulous mid-century, custom-built walkout rambler 
features an open floor plan with main floor FR, see-through 
fireplace, large updated eat-in kit. Beautiful lot with gas fire 
pit, raspberries, mature trees and landscaping.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $379,900

ShAdow fAllS gem!
Fabulous architectural details include graceful archways,
beamed ceilings, a charming sunroom, front foyer, unique
fireplace and much more! Generous room sizes and neu-
tral classic decor! 4 BRs up, plus more LL finished space. 
181 Montrose Place. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $479,000

enjoy thiS beAutiful home
with premium high-efficiency boiler, new sec. system, 
new storm doors, carpet, stove, tile, 9-ft. ceilings, marble 
fireplace, low-maint. landscaping, stained glass windows. 
Patio & 3-season porch! Darling & well-maintained. 51 
Hatch Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

greAt 4-bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

AbSolutely no yArdwork
Very easy living at this gorgeous one-level 2-BR, 2-bath 
condo in wonderful Wilder Park. Don't miss out  on this 
very special home w/brand new heat, AC, plus garage 
& porch.

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $139,900

Premiere offering!
Don't miss this! Handsome 3+ bedroom, 3-bath, with 
updates galore! New kitchen, granite, stainless steel appli-
ances! Hardwood, 3-car garage, CA, porch! 1657 Dayton. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $239,900

uPdAteS gAlore!
Dynamic 5+ bedroom, 4-bath classic, cul-de-sac setting! 
Inviting family room, lavish owner's suite, huge deck, 
fenced, 3-car garage! 1847 Faro. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $529,000

it'S Pool time!
One-of-a-kind 3-bedroom, 3-bath offers luxurious owner's 
suite with fireplace, "dream" kitchen, family room, walkout 
to pool! 1089 Overlook. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $549,000

Summit Avenue clASSic
Beautiful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features large gracious 
spaces, hardwood floors, French doors, bay windows, 
wonderful oversized corner lot, private yard, brick patio 
& more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $859,900

Premiere offering
Beautiful 1-BR, 2-bath model condo in completely reno-
vated historic building on exclusive Summit Ave. Gourmet 
kitchen, private deck, 11' ceilings, 8' windows, hdwd. 
floors, parking, storage, in-unit laundry room & more!

q Moet & kathryn kennedy
651-222-1007 • 612-558-6488

emerAld gArdenS
This condo sold in two weeks! Please give us a call if 
you would like to discuss our strategies and marketing 
techniques for success in this challenging market!

kathryn kennedy & kate beckMan
612-558-6488 • 651-282-9629

new liSting in crocuS hill!
This beautiful four square combines a prime Crocus Hill 
location with fine architectural features and a very large lot. 
This lovely, well-maintained, 4-BR home is perfect to live in 
as-is, or well suited to an addition. 1082 Lombard.

jane austin Mcgrath & kate beckMan
651-282-9625 • 651-282-9629 • $399,000

going, going, gone!
Beautiful up/down 3-BR duplex in fantastic location on 
Dayton near Lexington. Great condition, fully rented, 
good cash flow.

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $219,900

chArming "vintAge"
2132 St. Clair: Immaculate 3-BR with gleaming hardwood 
floors, stunning natural woodwork, new plumbing, new 
electric, new siding and insulation, delightful front porch.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $279,900

juSt liSted!
1858 Sargent: Completely redone 2-BR with a handsome 
fireplace wall with bookcases, bright open floor plan, front 
porch and an unbelievable 28' x 36' heated garage with 
finished 2nd floor.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

locAtion locAtion!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $785,000

edgcumbe chArm w/uPdAteS
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel buchen
651-282-9609 • $359,900

new conStruction!
Located in the heart of Ramsey Hill! Only 6 units remain. 
Each floor plan is unique w/quality finishes. Amenities 
inlcude elevator, heated underground parking, sun deck.

angela brasel
651-246-3948 • $299k-$595k

you will love thiS condo!
Two-level, 2-BR, 2-bath, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo. In-unit 
laundry, hdwd. floors, granite countertops, stainless steel 
appl., 1-stall gar., south-facing sunroom, formal DR and 
large BR & bath on main floor. Upper level w/sitting room, 
2nd BR & fabulous master bath! 535 Selby Ave. #3.

april rosendahl-neu
651-282-9646 • $329,900

juSt liSted!
Wonderful 3-BR, 1-bath, close to freeways and Highland 
Village. Hardwood floors, large finished basement, three-
season porch and a beautiful dining room. For info call 
Dick. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516

king'S mAPlewood 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

greAt Price!
Wonderful starter home on Bohland, only seconds to 
the golf course and Highland Elementary. Close to shop-
ping and the river. One of the lowest prices on Bohland. 
Hardwood floors and new mechanics.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $219,900

A few blockS to river roAd–new Price
Lovely, well-built Dutch Colonial. Landscaped 70' lot, 
parquet floors, beautifully paneled FR, spacious LR w/FP, 
large eat-in kit., adjoining screened porch, 5 BRs and 2 full 
baths on 2nd floor. 2155 Princeton.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $645,000

highlAnd PArk
Traditional stucco Tudor w/1st floor FR, updated kitchen 
w/eating area, 4 BRs, 1½ baths, LL rec room w/FP, 
double tuckunder garage. 1667 Highland Pkwy.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $495,000

new liSting
All the charm of a home built in the 1920s w/every modern 
update. Custom kit., new master bath & walk-in closet, 
new 2nd floor full bath, newly refinished 3rd floor w/5th 
BR used as FR, new landscaping, sprinkler system, sports 
court & outside lighting, central air. 2240 Sargent.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,225,000

cArefree elegAnce
997 Portland Ave. is an immaculate 3-story home with 
LR FP, formal DR, first floor FR, hdwd. floors, nat. wdwk. 
galore, third floor waiting to be finished. Remodeled kitch-
en and bath, newer roof and furnace. It is spectacular!

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $549,900

Price reduced!
1900 Sargent Ave. is a spectacular 3-BR, 2+ story 
stucco home w/cozy LR fireplace, formal DR w/corner 
cabinets, nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor sunroom, 
wonderful eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage.

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $449,900

huge Price reduction!
1220 Wellesley Ave. is comfortable living at its best. 4 
BRs, 2 baths, natural wdwk., hardwood floors, a cozy 
living room, a formal dining room, a huge 1st floor family 
room, central air and a garage.

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $295,000

Summit Avenue lAndmArk
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

mAjeStic 1889 row houSe
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

the AwArd-winning wAldorf
This dazzling, complete restoration features an open floor 
plan, fireplace, hardwood floors, large windows, a luxuri-
ous LL (with built-in bar, wine cellar & walk-in humidor) 
and old fashioned front porch with picturesque views of 
historic Summit Avenue. 676 Summit Ave. #101.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $699,000

chArming & efficient
Bungalow near Hamline University has gleaming hard-
wood floors, built-in hutch, 2 BRs plus 2 bonus rooms. 
First open house Thursday, May 1st, 4-6 PM. 811 
Hamline Ave. N.

luke walbert
651-336-3159 • $179,900

cloSe to highlAnd
Charming 2+ BR home with an updated eat-in kitchen 
and beautiful maple floors. Main floor den or office. 
Updated bath. Just across the bridge from Highland 
Village. 4449 44th Ave.

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $219,900

2296 benSon unit b
at Brandychase is 2-BR, 2-bath condo with patio on main 
level. No stairs! New furnace, central air, hardwoods, 
fireplace. Pottery Barn cute. Why rent, must see!

lolly salMen crs • roseMary Mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900
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gretchen iwen
651-695-4303

joan johnson
651-282-9626

kathryn kennedy
651-282-9659

Marna holMan
651-282-9619

tera geiger
651-282-9655

brian frey
651-695-3442

kiM flanaghan
651-695-3422

gary fabel
651-282-9613

pat Mcgill
651-695-4311

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625

gillisa Mckiernan
651-690-8544

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578

roseMary Mcneely & 
lolly Mcneely salMen

651-690-8582

Mary orr
651-282-9661

sue nichols
651-695-3437

betty runyon
651-690-8575

toM edelstein
651-695-4300

brian dorfsMan
651-690-8572

ben doran
651-695-3454

peter donovan
651-690-8519

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516

jiM burton
651-690-8556

dennis breining
612-759-7984

kate beckMan
651-282-9629

sandy aaron
651-282-9606

bob yankovich
651-690-8570

penny tonry
651-282-9669

sanae storey
651-690-8564 

jiM seabold
651-225-4200

bill sMitten
651-282-9610

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

bobbi levitan
651-282-9684 

 bill linstroth
651-695-4309

katherine lund
651-282-9664

nancy Maas
651-282-9670

crocus hill
651-227-9144

highland park
651-698-2481

2417 AronA Street
This fabulous mid-century, custom-built walkout rambler 
features an open floor plan with main floor FR, see-through 
fireplace, large updated eat-in kit. Beautiful lot with gas fire 
pit, raspberries, mature trees and landscaping.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $379,900

ShAdow fAllS gem!
Fabulous architectural details include graceful archways,
beamed ceilings, a charming sunroom, front foyer, unique
fireplace and much more! Generous room sizes and neu-
tral classic decor! 4 BRs up, plus more LL finished space. 
181 Montrose Place. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $479,000

enjoy thiS beAutiful home
with premium high-efficiency boiler, new sec. system, 
new storm doors, carpet, stove, tile, 9-ft. ceilings, marble 
fireplace, low-maint. landscaping, stained glass windows. 
Patio & 3-season porch! Darling & well-maintained. 51 
Hatch Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264

greAt 4-bedroom
all on one level, 3-bath, 2-story home situated on south-fac-
ing sunny corner lot! Hardwood floors, built-ins, expanded 
kitchen, huge 2-car garage with loft/storage space, large 
back deck great for entertaining plus finished lower level.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue johnson
651-329-1264 • $424,900

AbSolutely no yArdwork
Very easy living at this gorgeous one-level 2-BR, 2-bath 
condo in wonderful Wilder Park. Don't miss out  on this 
very special home w/brand new heat, AC, plus garage 
& porch.

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $139,900

Premiere offering!
Don't miss this! Handsome 3+ bedroom, 3-bath, with 
updates galore! New kitchen, granite, stainless steel appli-
ances! Hardwood, 3-car garage, CA, porch! 1657 Dayton. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $239,900

uPdAteS gAlore!
Dynamic 5+ bedroom, 4-bath classic, cul-de-sac setting! 
Inviting family room, lavish owner's suite, huge deck, 
fenced, 3-car garage! 1847 Faro. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $529,000

it'S Pool time!
One-of-a-kind 3-bedroom, 3-bath offers luxurious owner's 
suite with fireplace, "dream" kitchen, family room, walkout 
to pool! 1089 Overlook. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

toM edelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $549,000

Summit Avenue clASSic
Beautiful 6-BR, 4-bath stately home on historic Summit 
Ave. This 3-story Queen Anne features large gracious 
spaces, hardwood floors, French doors, bay windows, 
wonderful oversized corner lot, private yard, brick patio 
& more!

kathryn kennedy
612-558-6488 • $859,900

Premiere offering
Beautiful 1-BR, 2-bath model condo in completely reno-
vated historic building on exclusive Summit Ave. Gourmet 
kitchen, private deck, 11' ceilings, 8' windows, hdwd. 
floors, parking, storage, in-unit laundry room & more!

q Moet & kathryn kennedy
651-222-1007 • 612-558-6488

emerAld gArdenS
This condo sold in two weeks! Please give us a call if 
you would like to discuss our strategies and marketing 
techniques for success in this challenging market!

kathryn kennedy & kate beckMan
612-558-6488 • 651-282-9629

new liSting in crocuS hill!
This beautiful four square combines a prime Crocus Hill 
location with fine architectural features and a very large lot. 
This lovely, well-maintained, 4-BR home is perfect to live in 
as-is, or well suited to an addition. 1082 Lombard.

jane austin Mcgrath & kate beckMan
651-282-9625 • 651-282-9629 • $399,000

going, going, gone!
Beautiful up/down 3-BR duplex in fantastic location on 
Dayton near Lexington. Great condition, fully rented, 
good cash flow.

kat bourque
952-239-1717 • $219,900

chArming "vintAge"
2132 St. Clair: Immaculate 3-BR with gleaming hardwood 
floors, stunning natural woodwork, new plumbing, new 
electric, new siding and insulation, delightful front porch.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $279,900

juSt liSted!
1858 Sargent: Completely redone 2-BR with a handsome 
fireplace wall with bookcases, bright open floor plan, front 
porch and an unbelievable 28' x 36' heated garage with 
finished 2nd floor.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $289,900

locAtion locAtion!
2217 Riverwood Place: Classic 5-BR Colonial fea-
tures entertainment-sized rooms, family-sized kitchen with 
cherry cabinets and center island, main floor family room 
and a king-sized master suite.

jiM burton
651-690-8556 • $785,000

edgcumbe chArm w/uPdAteS
Modern convenience & period character. 3 BRs + den, 3 
new baths, heated 2+ car garage, AC, new furnace, roof, 
plumbing, wiring, master suite w/walk-in closet & veranda. 
Upper floor laundry. 1248 Edgcumbe Rd.

daniel buchen
651-282-9609 • $359,900

new conStruction!
Located in the heart of Ramsey Hill! Only 6 units remain. 
Each floor plan is unique w/quality finishes. Amenities 
inlcude elevator, heated underground parking, sun deck.

angela brasel
651-246-3948 • $299k-$595k

you will love thiS condo!
Two-level, 2-BR, 2-bath, 1,700 sq. ft. Crocus condo. In-unit 
laundry, hdwd. floors, granite countertops, stainless steel 
appl., 1-stall gar., south-facing sunroom, formal DR and 
large BR & bath on main floor. Upper level w/sitting room, 
2nd BR & fabulous master bath! 535 Selby Ave. #3.

april rosendahl-neu
651-282-9646 • $329,900

juSt liSted!
Wonderful 3-BR, 1-bath, close to freeways and Highland 
Village. Hardwood floors, large finished basement, three-
season porch and a beautiful dining room. For info call 
Dick. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516

king'S mAPlewood 3-br
2193 St. Clair: Wonderful 3-BR in King's Maplewood. 2 
baths, 2 FPs, finished basement and family room addition, 
walk to the river. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $449,900

greAt Price!
Wonderful starter home on Bohland, only seconds to 
the golf course and Highland Elementary. Close to shop-
ping and the river. One of the lowest prices on Bohland. 
Hardwood floors and new mechanics.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

dick & toM distad
651-690-8516 • $219,900

A few blockS to river roAd–new Price
Lovely, well-built Dutch Colonial. Landscaped 70' lot, 
parquet floors, beautifully paneled FR, spacious LR w/FP, 
large eat-in kit., adjoining screened porch, 5 BRs and 2 full 
baths on 2nd floor. 2155 Princeton.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $645,000

highlAnd PArk
Traditional stucco Tudor w/1st floor FR, updated kitchen 
w/eating area, 4 BRs, 1½ baths, LL rec room w/FP, 
double tuckunder garage. 1667 Highland Pkwy.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $495,000

new liSting
All the charm of a home built in the 1920s w/every modern 
update. Custom kit., new master bath & walk-in closet, 
new 2nd floor full bath, newly refinished 3rd floor w/5th 
BR used as FR, new landscaping, sprinkler system, sports 
court & outside lighting, central air. 2240 Sargent.

jane austin Mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $1,225,000

cArefree elegAnce
997 Portland Ave. is an immaculate 3-story home with 
LR FP, formal DR, first floor FR, hdwd. floors, nat. wdwk. 
galore, third floor waiting to be finished. Remodeled kitch-
en and bath, newer roof and furnace. It is spectacular!

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $549,900

Price reduced!
1900 Sargent Ave. is a spectacular 3-BR, 2+ story 
stucco home w/cozy LR fireplace, formal DR w/corner 
cabinets, nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor sunroom, 
wonderful eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage.

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $449,900

huge Price reduction!
1220 Wellesley Ave. is comfortable living at its best. 4 
BRs, 2 baths, natural wdwk., hardwood floors, a cozy 
living room, a formal dining room, a huge 1st floor family 
room, central air and a garage.

pat Mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $295,000

Summit Avenue lAndmArk
5,000 sq. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions. 
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled 
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808 
Summit Ave. #2.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621

mAjeStic 1889 row houSe
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

the AwArd-winning wAldorf
This dazzling, complete restoration features an open floor 
plan, fireplace, hardwood floors, large windows, a luxuri-
ous LL (with built-in bar, wine cellar & walk-in humidor) 
and old fashioned front porch with picturesque views of 
historic Summit Avenue. 676 Summit Ave. #101.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $699,000

chArming & efficient
Bungalow near Hamline University has gleaming hard-
wood floors, built-in hutch, 2 BRs plus 2 bonus rooms. 
First open house Thursday, May 1st, 4-6 PM. 811 
Hamline Ave. N.

luke walbert
651-336-3159 • $179,900

cloSe to highlAnd
Charming 2+ BR home with an updated eat-in kitchen 
and beautiful maple floors. Main floor den or office. 
Updated bath. Just across the bridge from Highland 
Village. 4449 44th Ave.

Mary Mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $219,900

2296 benSon unit b
at Brandychase is 2-BR, 2-bath condo with patio on main 
level. No stairs! New furnace, central air, hardwoods, 
fireplace. Pottery Barn cute. Why rent, must see!

lolly salMen crs • roseMary Mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $139,900
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®

 • Outstanding service
 • Honesty
 • Communication
 • Successful transactions

DICK VOSS

website: dickvoss.com   email: dick@dickvoss.com

dedicated to:

651-696-0899 (work) 651-398-1780 (cell)

Consider it sold!
The Burton Group

www.jimburtongroup.com

  Jim Burton, Realtor

   651-690-8556

Making BURNET
Independently Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporate

Highland Park
10 BEST BUYS

FREE list w/pics of 10 Best
Buys in your specific price 
range and desired location

HighlandParkHomeInfo.com
or call

1-800-281-6671
ID #3040

REMAX Realty 100

By Frank Jossi

Five years ago, Minnesota Orchestra vio-
linist Stephanie Arado began discussing 
with Macalester-Groveland architect 

Geoffrey Warner her dream of building a 
small, affordable home atop a bluff in Pepin, 
Wisconsin. Warner embraced the challenge 
and went to work designing a modular home 
for Arado that could be transported to the 
Mississippi River town on trucks and then 
reassembled.

A subsequent newspaper feature on the 
“weeHouse” generated enough interest from 
potential customers that Warner decided 
to launch a line of modular, contemporary, 
prefabricated homes from his Alchemy Ar-
chitects firm at 856 Raymond Ave. Alchemy 
has since built 15 weeHouses throughout the 
United States and Canada and has another 24 
on the drawing board.  

The weeHouses range in size from 350-
square-foot studios to 2,200-square-foot, 
three-bedroom homes and in price ranging 
from $79,000 to $245,000. The homes fea-
ture such environmentally friendly elements 
as bamboo flooring, fiber-cement siding, ra-
diant heating and high-efficiency lighting. 
One trademark of the line is a series of nearly 
floor-to-ceiling sliding doors on one or more 
sides of the homes. 

The elegant, shoebox-shaped structures 
immediately captured the attention of the ar-
chitectural industry. In 2006, the Walker Art 
Center showcased the weeHouse in an exhi-
bition of contemporary prefab homes. Soon 
to follow were articles in many magazines 
and newspapers, among them the New York 
Times, Dwell, Time and Midwest Home.

The first residential weeHouse in Minne-
apolis was placed on its foundation last fall 
in the Linden Hills neighborhood. The not-
so-wee, 2,200-square-foot home features four 
bedrooms and 31/2 baths. (Phillips Garden on 
Cedar Avenue in Minneapolis also has a roof-
top weeHouse addition.)

No weeHouses exist in St. Paul as of yet, 
though a Highland Park site had been under 
consideration. But with so little land available 
in the Capital City, Warner said he is not sur-
prised a weeHouse customer has not stepped 
forward so far.

“We don’t want you to tear down your 
house and put up a weeHouse; that wouldn’t 
be very environmental,” Warner said with a 
grin. The majority of his customers are erect-
ing weeHouses in the Hudson River Valley 
of New York as weekend escapes or primary 
homes.

Warner noted that weeHouses allow for 
plenty of customizing on both the exterior 
and interior. The prefab process offers ef-
ficiencies in design and production, though 
Warner said it still takes time to complete the 
planning, manufacturing and assembling of a 
weeHouse.

“The whole process takes around nine 
months, though we’ve done them as fast as 
two to four months,” he said. The manufac-
turing is done at plants around the country to 
cut down on the distance between factory and 
home site.

Despite the growing interest in prefab 
homes, selling weeHouses in large numbers 
remains a challenge. “If these homes were 
hugely popular there’d be dozens of people 
working in our office,” Warner said, “and a 
lot of other people would be doing it. But the 

whole house construction culture doesn’t lend 
itself to building this way.”

Warner, 43, graduated from Como High 
School and earned a degree in architecture 
with honors from the University of Minneso-
ta. He worked for a few years for the Architec-
tural Alliance in Minneapolis before winning 
a Dinkeloo Traveling Fellow Award, which he 
used to study at the American Academy in 
Rome under Carlo Scarpa, an Italian mod-
ernist who died in 1978.

For a time, Warner dabbled in furniture 
making and fabricated materials from found 
objects. That interest is evident in his office, 
where slender light bulbs hang between the 
wires of a weathered box spring attached to a 
blue and white MnDOT carpool sign. Next to 
his chair is a lamp created out of a metal tri-
pod and a bowling ball. 

Although Warner has generated plenty of 
interest in the weeHouse, his firm also does 
business on several other fronts. He pointed 
to a model of a proposed building for Specs 
Optical on Hennepin Avenue and mentioned 
his design for a new 13,000-square-foot build-
ing for Popular Front, an interactive commu-
nications agency in northeast Minneapolis. 

A 2,300-square-foot country home that 
Warner designed for a customer in Clearwa-
ter, Minnesota, was the StarTribune’s Home 
of the Month in April. The converted bunga-
low that Warner shares with his wife, Dawn 
Dekeyser, who is also an architect, and their 
two girls on Goodrich Avenue has two new 
garages with a distinct weeHouse influence.

Alchemy’s touch can also be found in the 
building it occupies at Raymond and Hamp-
den avenues. Warner helped redesign the 
building for a host of creative tenants, includ-
ing a landscaping firm and a photographer. 

The media attention paid to the weeHouse 
has brought other work from large compa-
nies, including Saturn, Volkswagen and Mar-
riot, all of whom have tapped Alchemy for 
creative input on building prefab structures, 
Warner said.

Yet despite the media exposure the wee-
House has gotten, the concept of living in a 
prefab house does not reverberate with many 
Americans. In fact, Warner said, the company 
would probably be doing better in Europe, 
where living small is more popularly em-
braced.

For now, though, Warner’s focus remains 
on changing the outlook for prefab housing in 
this country. “We’re still retooling the way we 
do things,” he said, “and how we can do things 
better for our clients and ourselves.”

Real Estate Guide

Fabulous prefab
Creator of weeHouses proves good 
design can come in small packages

The Arado weeHouse that started it all in 2003. Photo from Alchemy Architects

The weeHouse in Minneapolis’ Linden Hills 
neighborhood. Photo from Alchemy Architects

Alchemy’s Geoffrey Warner with models of a weeHouse and other projects. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Deborah Young
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7734

Steve Dickie
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
651-205-9505

Julie Claseman
Branch Manager

651-205-5239

Speak with one of our
Home Mortgage Consultants…

you’ll be impressed with our
dedication to your financial needs.

Call or stop by today!
www.wfhm.com/highlandparkbranchmn

610 Snelling Avenue South • St. Paul, MN 55116

Buying?
Refinancing?
We’re in Your Neighborhood…

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Ro Cameron
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-5241

Al MacPhail
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7733

Vern Atwater
Home Mortgage

Consultant
651-205-7732

The latest housing headlines are far from encouraging: Foreclosures 
are up, home prices are down and new-home sales are at record 
lows. This and new lending rules are causing buyers to wonder 
exactly what’s in their best interests in the pursuit of buying a home.
Lynn O. Ritter, RE/MAX Realtor since 1986 & Member of the 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame will be presenting her latest State of the 
Market seminar in May and will show you what opportunities are 
currently available in the market place.
“This market is unlike any we’ve seen before and old home-buying 
rules no longer apply – being informed is the key to success.”
Market conditions, forecasts and strategies will be covered in 
each of Ritter’s State of the Market Seminars. Her fresh and positive 
approach to our challenging real estate market could be exactly 
what you need to get that dream deal on a home.
Buyers who plan to purchase a new home soon will benefit from 
Ritter’s free State of the Market seminars. Seating is limited, so 
register today by calling (612) 599-0846.

Your Experience
Starts With Mine.

 John Loban
Life-long

St. Paul Resident
651.225.3928

johnloban@edinarealty.com

   MERRIAM PARK PAINTING
     Call Ed at 651-224-3660 or Norm at 651-208-7294

  www.mppainting.com   

Ed          Norm

Immediate
Availability Exterior

Painting!
                  25 Years in Business
     Certified Lead Removal Firm   •  Carpentry & Wood Repairs

                   Licensed, Bonded & Insured

•
Free

Estimates
•

Statistics from the Regional Multiple Listing Service and the St. Paul Area Association of Realtors indicate that while the 
number of homes sold decreased in 2007 in most of the areas served by the Villager, the prices for those homes appears to 
be holding steady and even increasing in some areas.

Neighborhood	  Homes Sold            Homes Sold	  Median Price	     Median Price               Percentage
	        2006	        2007                	         2006                              2007                       price change	

Highland Park	         316	        270  	      $274,400 	        $276,000	       0.58%
Macalester-Groveland                     275	        275	      $278,000	        $280,000	       0.72%
Merriam Park	         149	        102	      $275,500	        $272,400	     -1.13%
Homecroft/West 7th	         102	          98	      $180,290	        $180,000  	     -0.16%
Summit Hill/Summit-U                 267	        239	      $266,000	        $267,875	       0.70%
Downtown St. Paul	         277	        151	      $195,000	        $187,715	     -3.74%
Mendota Heights	          136	            155	         $330,200	            $390,000		   18.11%
Mpls. Longfellow	         394	        349	      $207,500	        $214,900	       3.57%
Mpls. Nokomis                                  869	        778	      $225,000	        $225,000	       0.00%

By Frank Jossi

Despite all the national news about 
a housing “crisis,” you can’t fault 
a real estate sales person for be-

ing optimistic about the local housing 
market, especially since there are signs 
that the downturn in the market may be 
abating. Though the median sale price 
of homes in Ramsey, Hennepin and Da-
kota counties continued to drop during 
the first three months of 2008, the de-
cline for all of 2007 was not as steep as 
in 2006 in almost every neighborhood 
served by the Villager, and in several 
neighborhoods the median sale price 
increased.

Though the statistics are mixed for 
Villager neighborhoods, overall they are 
much better than in other parts of St. 
Paul, Minneapolis and Dakota County, 
according to Kathie Phillips, vice presi-
dent of Coldwell Banker Burnet’s High
land Park office. Vacant properties are 
few and far between in the area, with the 
exception of a small pocket near West 
7th Street and Grand Avenue. 

“Home buyers are more picky than 
they were two or three years ago,” Phil-
lips said. “There’s a lot more negotiation 
between buyer and seller. But we’re not 
seeing the big drop in prices that they’re 
seeing in other areas.”

The number of homes sold was down 
in every Villager neighborhood in 2007 
except Macalester-Groveland and Men-
dota Heights. However, only downtown 
St. Paul and Merriam Park saw a signifi-
cant decrease in the median sale price 
from 2006, and Mendota Heights and 
Minneapolis’ Longfellow neighborhood 
saw increases in the median sale price 
(see chart below).

The long, cold winter did not help the 
housing market any, said Scott Brown-
lee, a Realtor in Remax Results’ Grand 
Avenue office, but according to him, 
home-buying activity is picking up with 
the warmer weather. Last week there 
were 25 pending home sales in Macal-
ester-Groveland and 75 homes on the 
market—not a bad situation at all, he 
said. Brownlee said he is hearing from 

many prospective buyers who sat on 
the sidelines during the winter, but now 
“want to get it done.”

The Grand Avenue office of Edina 
Realty “has been selling on target this 
year, even a little over last year,” said gen-
eral manager Vickie Gay. She attributed 
the relatively rosy performance to many 
local residents who prefer a house in 
their neighborhood to one across town 
or in the suburbs. Still, the market has 
changed, she conceded, with few sellers 
receiving multiple offers and most hav-
ing to wait several months to close on a 
sale.

In Ramsey County, the average time 
on the market for homes sold in the 
first three months of 2008 was 156 days, 
according to the Minneapolis Area As-
sociation of Realtors. That is up from 
132 days in the first three months of 
2007. The median sale price of homes 
in Ramsey, Hennepin and Dakota coun-
ties was down 11.5, 7.4 and 7.3 percent, 
respectively, in the first three months of 
2008 compared to the same period in 
2007.

Phillips expects that those numbers 
will improve with the increased real es-
tate activity that spring typically brings. 
Sellers in the Villager area, she said, are 
generally getting at least 91 percent of 
their initial asking price, though they are 
having to wait longer than in previous 
years. 

According to Greg Bauman, president 
of the St. Paul Area Association of Real-

tors, the inventory of homes for sale is 
dropping and prices are stabilizing in 
the 13-county metropolitan area. From 
February to March of 2008, he said, the 
number of homes that were sold in the 
Twin Cities jumped by 33 percent and 
the median sale price of those homes in-
creased 2.5 percent. 

Homes priced above $1 million or be-
low $250,000 are currently selling faster 
than those that are priced in between, 
according to Phillips. “People are look-
ing for move-up homes that are in pris-
tine condition,” she said. “That’s where 
the demand is. They want a house that 
they don’t have to do a lot of work on. 
They’re flocking to the homes in the best 
condition.” 

“What we’re seeing is, if a house is 
staged right and it has a warmth and is 
clean and not cluttered, it’ll sell, espe-
cially in this market,” Gay said. 

To successfully market their homes, 
sellers need to mind the three P’s, Brown-
lee said—pricing, painting and patience. 
Shortcomings in housing maintenance 
that a prospective home buyer may have 
overlooked in the sellers’ market of a de-
cade ago may now kill a deal, he said. 

Today’s housing market, Brownlee 
said, is not so different from the market 
that prevailed in 1991 when he entered 
the real estate profession. Realtors back 
then figured it would take an average of 
three to four months to sell a home, ac-
cording to him. “It isn’t all that different, 
now,” he said.

Housing market on the mend?
Realtors find hope in performance of area homes

Home sellers are having to try harder in the current buyers’ market.
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For an application and/or more information, 

call 651-637-0360/TTY 952-925-5480
www.sholom.com

NEW HUD-Subsidized
Senior Housing

Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Apartments

OPENING
MAY 2008
Now accepting
applications!

West 7th Street & Perlman Street
in St. Paul

stinumoordeb-eno54•
for seniors 62+

• Smoke-free environment

Mortgage solutions
from a local expert

Member FDIC.
Equal Housing Lender.

Greg Marzolf
Mortgage Banker

Office: 651-726-6008
Home 651-699-7073

Since 1986 I have helped over 4,000 families
finance their dreams. Whether you need a
mortgage for a new home or cabin, or a
refinance to fund other needs, I’ll give you the
service and expertise you deserve.

Sherman
(651) 341-7686

Zeise
(651) 269-3115

www.emilysherman.com

FOR SALE

OPEN HOUSE
OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4

Highland Heights
Townhouses/Condo

605 Snelling Ave S.
New Construction 2BR/2BA.

If you are 62 yrs or older 
only $132,000 cash with 
no qualifying or monthly 

payments.

Jim 952-261-8471

✯✯DISTRESS SALES✯✯

Free list w/pics of Bank
Foreclosure

Properties & Distress Sales
Free recorded

Message or
www.StpForeclosures.com

1-800-281-6671
ID #3042

REMAX Realty 100

One-of-a-Kind Twin Home
1806 Mississippi River Blvd

Stunning Interior & Spectacular River Views
  Open Houses –
   Sundays, April 27th &
   May 4th, 1:00 -4:00 p.m.
   Off ered at
  $799,900

Jim Judge
651.334.3285

Ted Powell

  In Real Estate
   It’s All About Trust…

651.225.3929
www.tedpowell.edinarealty.com
Lifelong St. Paul Resident

700 Grand Avenue

"You can't 
always get what 
you want, but 
I'll help you 

get what you 
need."

FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $385 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/08
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241

By Kevin Driscoll

The neighborhoods served by 
the Villager have weathered the 
downturn in the U.S. housing 

market better than most areas of the 
Twin Cities, according to representa-
tives of the local banking and mortgage 
industries. Nevertheless, as home mar-
ket values level off or dip and mortgage 
foreclosures accumulate, prospective 
home buyers may be finding fewer will-
ing lenders and tighter restrictions on 
qualifying for a loan.

“Home values are staying relatively 
stable in this area,” said Greg Marzolf, 
a mortgage loan officer at Bremer Bank 
and a resident of Highland Park. “It’s ac-
tually a great time to buy, because mort-
gage rates are so low right now. What’s 
changed are the loan-to-value (LTV) 
ratios and the rating of a buyer’s current 
credit score.”

LTV is the measurement of the pro-
spective loan value and a borrower’s 
other debts against his or her income. 

Credit score is a measurement of an in-
dividual’s financial situation; the higher 
the credit score, the more creditworthy 
the borrower. 

“It used to be a credit score of 680 was 
good enough to get a mortgage,” Mar-
zolf said. “But Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac (the quasi-federal agencies that in-
sure loans and buy loans from lenders) 
are now insisting on a minimum score 
of 720 if the buyer wants to avoid any 
fees or (percentage) points added to the 
loan. 

“The FHA, which guarantees home 
mortgages, has raised the amount of a 
regular conforming loan it will insure 
from about $270,000 to $369,000,” Mar-
zolf said, “but there are no more zero 
down payments. At least 3 percent down 
is required now.”

In addition to a home buyer’s credit 
score and LTV ratio, “we look at the type 
of property it is and the neighborhood 
it’s in,” said Bonnie Kalen, vice president 
of Wells Fargo Home Mortgage-Min
nesota.

“While St. Paul property values in 
general are declining, homes in High-
land Park, Macalester-Groveland and 
Merriam Park are actually seeing some 
rise in values,” said Ed Shanks, an execu-
tive vice president with U.S. Bank Home 
Mortgage. “But each neighborhood 
does have some pockets of decline, and 
it’s important not to compare these areas 
with others when determining the over-
all market and deciding where to buy.”

Some banks have gotten out of the 
first-home-mortgage business altogeth-
er. “We do strictly home equity loans,” 
said Jason Korstange, senior vice presi-
dent and director of corporate commu-
nications for TCF Bank. “We got out of 
first mortgages about two years ago. Our 
underwriting amounts haven’t changed, 
but since home prices and values are 
down, we have tightened our underwrit-
ing standards.”

In the current market, fixed-rate 
mortgages are the safest bet for most 

By Jane McClure

Plans for the future use of the for-
mer Schmidt Brewery took a key 
step forward this spring with the 

property’s submission for the National 
Register of Historic Places and the com-
pletion of the second phase of environ-
mental studies of the West End site. 

Developer Brewtown LLC, which is 
made up of father-son developers Jeff 
and Craig Cohen and the West 7th/Fort 
Road Federation, continues to work on 
plans for turning the 15-acre property 
into a mixed-use urban village. The first 
phase of construction for the estimated 
$200 million project is expected to begin 
in spring 2009. 

The West End Business Association 
will hear an update on the brewery plans 
at 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 29, at Sum-
mit Brewing Company, 910 Montreal 
Circle. Those plans include creating 
artists’ lofts, market-rate townhouses, 
apartments or condominiums, and re-
tail and restaurant space. The site plan 
also includes about 2,000 underground 
parking spaces. Many details still have 
to be resolved, such as where any pub-
lic spaces would be located and whether 
a previously vacated section of street 
would be reopened.

“Things are coming along quite well,” 
said Craig Cohen. “It’s an enormous un-
dertaking and it’s incredibly complex, 
but we’re where we want to be.”

Redevelopment of the former brew-

ery, which ceased producing beer in 
2002, will be staged in phases over the 
next several years. Earlier this year, 
Brewtown extended its purchase agree-
ment for the property until October. 
The developers are buying the site from 
the operators of the former Gopher State 
Ethanol plant that closed on the same 
site three years ago.

Craig Cohen said the environmen-
tal testing that has been done thus far 
showed “about what we expected.” As-
bestos and lead were detected in the old-
er brewery buildings, but soil contami-
nation was found not to be a problem. 

The first phase of construction is  

expected to begin next spring after  
Dominium Development and Acquisi-
tion closes on the sale of  the 100,000-
square-foot bottling house, which it 
plans to turn into 100 artists’ lofts. Do-
minium recently redeveloped the former 
Johnson Brothers liquor warehouses on 
University Avenue into the Carleton 
Lofts housing complex.

The bottling house is adjacent to a 
2.5-acre Erie Street parcel that the West 
7th Federation plans to develop as about 
a dozen market-rate townhouses called 
Brewery Row. 

Other plans call for redeveloping the 
historic art deco office building on West 
7th Street for retail and restaurant use. 
That will include restoring the rathskel-
ler, which was a public gathering place 
for many years.

Brewtown has also talked about re-
storing the public spring water tap or 
even bottling its own water.

The final phases of the project over 
the next three to five years would include 
redeveloping the castle-like brewhouse, 
the keg house and the warehouse. The 
brewhouse would have retail shops on 
the ground floor and up to 100 housing 
units above. It is not clear yet whether 
they would be apartments or condos, 
Craig Cohen said.

The keg house would provide about 
100,000 square feet for retail. The ware-
house’s 110,000 square feet would be 
converted into rental or owner-occu-
pied housing.

Brewery plans ‘coming along well’

Qualifying for mortgage becomes tougher

mortgage restrictions c30

A mural decorates the old Schmidt 
Brewery on W. 7th.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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THURSDAY 4/24
ADDRESS TIME REALTOR PRICED BR/BA
1248 Edgcumbe Rd.	 5:00-7:00	 Daniel Buchen $359,900	 3/3
579 Summit #303	 5:00-7:00	 Victor Wittgenstein	 $249,900	 1/2
117 Mackubin St. #2	 4:00-6:00	 Joan Johnson $259,900	 3/2
625 Dayton #10	 5:00-8:00	 Jill Wentland	 $595,000	 3/3
625 Dayton #1	 5:00-8:00	 Angela Brasel $359,900	 2+/3
63 Avon St.	 5:00-7:00	 Betty Runyon $263,000	 2/1
1810 Scheffer	 3:30-5:00	 Edelstein/McKiernan	 $469,000	 3/3
1583 Bohland	 4:30-6:00	 Tom Distad $219,900	 2/2
1082 Lombard 	 5:00-7:00	 Nancy Maas $399,000	 4/1
2296 Benson #B	 5:30-7:00	 Lolly McNeely Salmen	 $139,900	 2/2

SATURDAY 4/26
ADDRESS TIME REALTOR PRICED BR/BA

625 Dayton 	 12:00-4:00	 Victor Wittgenstein	 $299K-$595K	2/2
579 Summit #303	 1:00-3:00	 Rebecca Couillard	 $249,900	 1/2
2155 Hartford 	 1:00-3:00	 Jeannie Marver	 $399,000	 4/3
370 Marshall #505	 1:00-4:00	 Joan Johnson $349,000	 2/2
370 Marshall #307	 1:00-4:00	 Joan Johnson $218,000	 1/1
370 Marshall #204	 1:00-4:00	 Joan Johnson $221,000	 1/1
625 Dayton #10	 12:00-6:00	 Jill Wentland	 $595,000	 3/3
625 Dayton #1	 12:00-6:00	 Angela Brasel $359,900	 2+/3
63 Avon St 1:00-4:00	 Betty Runyon $263,000	 2/1
1575 Race St,	 12:00-4:00	 Sue Nichols $222,900	 3/2
1655 Race St	 12:00-4:00	 Sue Nichols $184,900	 2/1
1818 Wellesley	 2:30-4:00	 Gillisa McKiernan	 $329,000	 3/1
2211 St Clair	 12:00-2:00	 Gillisa McKiernan	 $779,000	 5/4
1089 Overlook	 12:03-2:03	 Edelstein/Gydesen	 $549,000	 3/3
1810 Scheffer	 1:03-3:03	 Edelstein/Silverman	 $469,000	 3/3
2545 Concord Way	 2:33-4:03	 Tom Edelstein/Gydesen	 $199,500	 2+/2
1847 Morgan	 1:30-3:00	 Dick Distad $229,900	 3/1
741 Victoria	 12:00-5:00	 Leonard Schwartz	 $319,900	 2/3
1082 Lombard 	 1:00-3:00	 Katherine Lund $399,000	 4/1
711 Maple Park Ct.	 2:00-4:00	 Gary Fabel $650,000	 4/3
80 Western Ave.	 12:00-5:00	 Western Row $359,000+	 2/2

SUNDAY 4/27
ADDRESS TIME REALTOR PRICED BR/BA

775 Holly 12:00-4:00	 Vic Wittgenstein	 $459,900	 6/3
147 Nina Street	 12:00-2:00	 Tanya Nozaki $199,900	 1/1
790 Delaware 	 12:00-2:00	 Q Moet $249,900	 3/1
579 Summit #303	 12:00-4:00	 Kennedy/Lund	 $249,900	 1/2
544 Ashland 	 1:00-2:30	 Dennis Breining	 $177,000	 1+/1
551 Ashland 	 2:30-4:00	 Dennis Breining	 $496,000	 3+/2
117 Mackubin St. #2	 3:00-5:00	 Joan Johnson $259,900	 3/2
2155 Hartford 	 3:00-5:00	 Jean McCahey $399,000	 4/3
370 Marshall #505	 12:00-2:00	 Joan Johnson $349,000	 2/2
370 Marshall #307	 12:00-2:00	 Joan Johnson $218,000	 1/1
370 Marshall #204	 12:00-2:00	 Joan Johnson $221,000	 1/1
625 Dayton #10	 12:00-6:00	 Jill Wentland	 $595,000	 3/3
625 Dayton #1	 12:00-6:00	 Angela Brasel $359,900	 2+/3
408 Laurel 1:00-3:00	 Rebecca Couillard	 $369,000	 2/2
549 Dayton 	 1:00-3:00	 Sarah Kinney $495,000 	 Duplex	
1082 Lombard	 1:00-4:00	 Nancy Maas $399,000	 4/1
63 Avon St. 	 1:00-4:00	 Betty Runyon $263,000	 2/1
1575 Race St	 12:00-4:00	 Sue Nichols $222,900	 3/2
1655 Race St	 12:00-4:00	 Sue Nichols $184,900	 2/1
1130 Charles	 2:30-4:30	 Luke Walbert	 $120,000	 1/1
2211 St Clair	 12:00-2:00	 Gillisa McKiernan	 $779,000	 5/4
1675 Ford Pkwy	 3:00-4:30	 Gillisa McKiernan	 $264,000	 3/2
1494 Edgcumbe	 1:00-3:00	 Jeannie Marver	 $439,900	 3/2
1641 Sherburne	 12:00-2:00	 Luke Walbert	 $159,900	 2/1
1361 Murray	 1:00-3:00	 Bob Yankovich	 $289,900	 5/3
822 Osceola 	 1:03-3:03	 Edelstein/Salmen	 $539,000	 3/3
2132 St. Clair	 12:00-2:00	 Jim Burton $279,900	 3/1
1732 Sutton Lane	 12:03-2:03	 Edelstein/Gydesen	 $364,800	 3/3
1583 Bohland	 2:30-4:00	 Tom Distad $219,900	 2/2
2193 St. Clair 	 12:30-2:00	 Dick Distad $449,900	 3/2
1847 Morgan	 12:30-2:00	 Tom Distad $229,900	 3/1
995 Willliam Ct	 1:00-4:00	 Peter Donovan $389,000	 4/3
552 Brimhall	 1:00-3:00	 Leonard Schwartz	 $239,900	 3/2
741 Victoria	 12:00-5:00	 Leonard Schwartz	 $319,900	 2/3
1847 Faro Ln. 	 2:30-4:00 	 Edelstein/Gydesen	 $529,000 	 5+/4
339 Summit 	 1:00-3:00 	 Lily Garcia 	 $349,000 	 2/2
143 Nina 	 12:00-2:30 	 Jean McCahey 	 $264,900 	 2/1
1958 Saunders	 3:00-5:00 	 Nick Kropf 	 $309,000 	 3/2
1587 Beechwood	 3:00-5:00	 Gary Fabel $429,900	 3/2
2059 Temple Ct.	 12:00-2:30	 Gary Fabel $239,900	 2/1
1717 Jefferson	 1:00-3:00	 Jim & Sue Lindsay	 $319,900	 5/2
968 Fairmount	 1:00-4:00	 Kathy Jambor $439,900	 3/3
80 Western Ave.	 12:00-5:00	 Western Row $359,000+	 2/2
1757 Stanford	 1:00-3:00	 Sue Johnson $424,900	 4/3

VISIT US AT

OPEN HOUSE EXPO

Highland Park
1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

More info and open 
houses at

cbburnet.com

Crocus Hill
821 Grand Avenue  
651-227-9144

By Jane McClure

Opus Northwest will likely get more 
time to redevelop the former Ramsey 
County jail and West Publishing 

buildings as The Riverfront, a $200 million 
project that would include condominiums, 
offices, retail space and a hotel. The Ramsey 
County Board, meeting as the county’s Facili-
ties Committee, agreed on April 15 to meet 
as early as this week in a closed session to 
determine new terms and conditions for the  
project.

A development agreement approved by the 
County Board in January was terminated on 
April 14, the day before it was set to expire. 
The agreement called for Opus to purchase a 
stretch of seven riverfront buildings along Kel-
logg Boulevard between Market and Wabasha 
streets for $10 million. However, without an 
anchor office tenant in hand, Opus officials 
said they could not justify giving the county a 
$1 million nonrefundable deposit. 

Tim Murnane, senior vice president of 
Opus, said the company needs another six 
months to work on the project. “We have no 
intention of throwing in the towel, but we do 
need more time,” Murnane said. “It’s a very 
tough economy.”

The former West Publishing buildings date  
from the 1890s, and the county jail from the 
1970s. County commissioners are eager to 
see the properties back on the tax rolls. The 
county purchased the West buildings for $1 in 
1992 after West relocated to Eagan, but never 
intended to use the space permanently. Sever-
al county offices have since moved out. About 
600 employees remain.

Murnane said he feels strongly about the 
prospects for Opus to develop one of the re-
gion’s prime pieces of real estate. Opus already 
has invested about $250,000 in the project.

Current plans call for a 22-story office tow-
er with up to 500,000 square feet of space to be 
built first. It would be St. Paul’s first new Class 
A office building since the Lawson Software 
building went up in the 1990s. There cur-
rently is a 26.3 percent office space vacancy 
rate downtown, but little of that space would 
be comparable to what is proposed for the riv-
erfront. 

There also would be a 30-story tower with 
a 250-room hotel and 100 condominiums. 
Nearby would be a six-story condominium 
building hugging the side of the bluff. Nick-
named the “cliff dwellers” building, the struc-
ture would have 26 units with river views.

A quarter-acre park would be located at 

Wabasha Street and Kellogg Boulevard, as 
well as more green space on the bluff.

Murnane said Opus had to drop the idea 
of incorporating a winding street, like San 
Francisco’s Lombard Street, into the project. 
Instead, an extensively landscaped staircase 
has been proposed. Parking would be at the 
lowest levels of the development along Shepa-
rd Road. 

Opus would like to see Leadership in Ener-
gy and Environmental Design (LEED) certi-
fication for the buildings, a designation given 
to structures that meet energy efficiency and 
other “green” design guidelines. The buildings 
would feature a lot of glass, but have buff stone 
bases as a nod to traditional St. Paul architec-
ture and the Qwest building across Kellogg.

Discussion about selling the properties be-
gan in 1999, but nothing materialized. One 
earlier proposal fell through in 2006 when the 
condo market began to dip.

Last year, Ramsey County officials dis-
cussed redevelopment options with Opus and 
WingField Development, a Belgium-based 
firm. WingField had proposed an ambitious 
$600 million project with three high-rises 
next to a new Minnesota Museum of Modern 
Art. WingField was founded by St. Paul native 
Dean Johnson, whose firm is also hoping to 
redevelop the vacant Wabasha Court site in 
downtown St. Paul.

While county commissioners admired the 
vision Johnson had for the riverfront, they 
cited Opus’ development track record in 
making their choice. Opus’ previous projects 
have included the Medtronic headquarters in 
Mounds View, Best Buy’s corporate campus in 
Richfield, University of St. Thomas buildings 
in St. Paul and Minneapolis, and the Highland 
Crossing retail center in Highland Village.

If Opus can land an anchor office tenant, it 
still could take many months before ground 
would be broken. Opus first plans to conduct 
an environmental assessment worksheet on 
the site. The city of St. Paul will be involved 
with site plan approval, zoning changes and 
variances, which could be complicated be-
cause of the proximity to the Mississippi 
River.

There is also the question of city finan-
cial assistance, which Murnane has indi-
cated would be in the form of tax increment  
financing.

Opus Northwest envisions high-rise offices, condominiums and a hotel along St. Paul’s 
riverfront where the former county jail and West Publishing buildings now stand.

Developer requests more 
time for riverfront project

“We have no intention 
of throwing in the towel, 

but we do need more 
time,” Murnane said. “It’s 

a very tough economy.”

Opus terminates purchase of 
county jail, West buildings on 
day before $1 million was due
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Distinctive 2-Story!
726 Evergreen Knoll: Stunning 2-
story w/5 BRs, 4 baths, many im-
provements, and over 5,000 sq. ft. 
in high demand Mendota Heights! 
www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $875,000

Near the U of M!
891 20th Ave. SE: Beautiful new 
construction. 2,000+ sq. ft., 4 BRs, 
3 baths, hdwd. floors, gourmet 
kitchen & beautiful master suite 
www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $498,900

Overlooking the River!
1605 E. River Pkwy.: Arts & Crafts 
2-story w/beautiful hdwd. floors, 
new kitchen w/cherry cabinets & 
granite, 4 BRs, 2 baths, 3-car gar. on 
a large lot. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $634,900

St. Paul's Best Buy!
1387 Ashland Ave.: Beautiful wood 
floors & wdwk., 2 updated baths 
& kit., 3 BRs, 3-season porch, fin. 
basement & beautifully landscaped 
yard. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $333,000

Impeccable 2-Story!
1803 Selby Ave.: 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
new kitchen w/stainless appli-
ances, hardwood floors, beautiful 
woodwork, finished LL & new ga-
rage. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $254,900

Pampered in Ivy Falls!
1st ad! 1024 Downing St. (2nd 
owner) offers a spacious, open floor 
plan, newer eat-in kit. w/stainless 
appl., main floor FR, newer porch 
addition (500 sq. ft.) 4 BRs, 3 baths.
651 696-0866 $479,500

New List Mac-Grove
Arts & Crafts beauty that has been 
updated for today's living but keep-
ing the integrity of style. This 2-BR 
has woodwork, built-in buffet & 
1st floor sunroom. Charm!
651 696-0879 $239,900

Income Property
Riverview. 1st floor perfect for res-
taurant or office/retail. Unlimited 
possibilities. Large apartment up. 
Great corner lot for exposure on 
Smith Ave. Great rents, brick bldg.

651 696-0879

Turnkey Mac-Grove
Tudor. This 3-BR has been profes-
sionally decorated and oozes with 
charm. Updated kit. w/SS appli-
ances, updated bath, hdwd. floors 
throughout. 1st floor sunroom.

651 696-0879

Commercial Mixed Use
Seller retiring after 40 years. Cur-
rently used as a hair salon. Area 
for 10-12 stylists. Property includes 
salon building and lot. Room to 
park 15-17 cars.

651 696-0899

Spectacular 3-Story!
1621 Summit Ave.: 4 finished lev-
els, 4 BRs, 5 baths, hdwd. floors, 
FP, sun room, eat-in kit. w/granite 
& stainless appliances & 2 master 
suites! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $745,000

Charming 1½ Story!
294 Milton St..: 2 BRs, hdwd. floors, 
updated bath, 3-season porch, 
fenced yard, double gar., new AC & 
heating system in quiet Crocus Hill 
n'hood. www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $209,900

New Price!
862 Goodrich Ave.: Sun-drenched 
3-story w/old world charm, 4 BRs, 
3 baths, family-sized kit., huge rec 
room & 4 fin/ levels, on beautiful 
corner lot! www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $695,000

Premiere Offering!
2152 Temple Ct.: Incredible 1½-
story, renovated inside & out w/
updated mechanicals, gourmet kit., 
stunning landscaping & new double 
garage.  www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $315,000

Picture-Perfect 2-Story!
181 Woodlawn Ave.: In Kings 
Maplewood w/4 BRs, 4 baths, sun 
room, hdwd. floors, modern kit. & 
baths, FP & inviting floor plan.
www.bobreidell.com
651 696-0855 $849,900

Stunning New List!
530 Fairview Ave. S.: Charm, char-
acter & amazing updates. New 
gourmet kit., main floor den & sun-
room. 5 BRs, 3,300+ sq. ft. 
www.KarenSchlaefer.com
651 338-1963 $724,998

774 Holly Ave., $328,800
Charming 3-BR, 2-bath, 2-story 
w/front porch & sleeping porch! 
Built-in buffet, brick FP, fenced yard 
w/patio. For more info go to: 
www.KarenSchlaefer.com

651 338-1963

Private Master Suite
270 Brimhall: 3-BR, 2-bath bunga-
low. Full master bath w/Jacuzzi, 
front porch, great LL potential. Up-
dated eat-in kit., charming wdwk. 
www.KarenSchlaefer.com
651 338-1963 $264,900

New Brighton Townhome
Spacious, updated and affordable! 
Cute 3-BR, 2-bath townhome with 
updated kit., cute decor, 1-car garage 
and full basement for future expan-
sion! 1482 21st Ave. #3.

651 646-2100

Price Reduced!
Tons of charm in this beautiful 
1½-story in the Midway. Updated 
eat-in kit. overlooking landscaped 
backyard! Sunny front porch, awe-
some wdwk.! 1179 Minnehaha.

651 646-2100

Must See to Believe!
5-BR, 8-bath custom-built home 
boasts over 12,000 sq. ft. of sheer 
beauty. Brazilian cherry floors, cus-
tom millwork & doors. Too many 
features to name. Call for details.

612 716-4497

Old Ridder Home
Classic '30s-built home on 2-acre lot 
features 3 stories of craftsmanship, 
beauty & charm. 5 BRs, 4 baths. 
New kit., roof, furnace, windows 
& beautiful hardwood floors.

612 716-4497

1-BR Condo
2nd floor condo overlooking a pri-
vate wooded setting. Oak cabinets, 
neutral decor, washer & dryer in 
unit. Assigned indoor parking. Near 
miles of trails.
651 699-7476 $129,900

Wonderful Highland
2-story. Updates abound in this 
easy living home! New kit. & FR, 
lovely main floor bath finished in 
Travertine tile. CA, att. 2-car gar., 
hdwd. floors throughout.
651 699-7476 $430,000

Stunning 2-Story
Colonial in Falcon Heights. Superb 
condition throughout. New kit. 
& main floor FR. 4 BRs w/master 
suite! New 2-car gar., 3 finished 
levels. Lovely landscaping.
651 699-7476 $469,900

Crocus Hill Office
Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave.
651-251-4800

Highland Office
Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-8006

www.minnesotahomes.com
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home buyers, according to Marzolf. Mort-
gage rates vary from lender to lender and can 
change daily. As of April 15, the interest rates 
were hovering between 5.5 and 6 percent for 
a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage and between 
5.125 and 5.75 percent for a 15-year fixed-rate 
mortgage. The interest on fixed-rate FHA and 
VA loans was a flat 6 percent. The fixed rates 
for jumbo loans (more than $417,000) were 
between 6 and 6.75 percent. 

Adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs) offer 
lower interest rates than fixed-rate mortgages, 
but of course those rates may and often do in-
crease following an initial term, increasing the 
monthly mortgage payments. 

The spike in home foreclosures over the 

past three years can largely be attributed to 
a kind of ARM called subprime mortgages, 
which generally have a higher interest rate 
than prime-rate loans and may have built-in 
fees and interest rate increases over time or if 
a payment is missed. Often requiring no down 
payment and very low monthly payments 
initially, they were popular among real estate 
speculators and among home buyers with 
poor credit scores or LTV ratios who could 
not qualify for a prime-rate loan. The holders 
of subprime mortgages may have been hop-
ing for a quick profit by reselling the home or 
they may have been planning to refinance in a 
few years at a more favorable rate.

Home market values in the Twin Cities 
had been rising by 10 to 20 percent annually 
for much of the past decade. But when those 

values leveled off or began to decline, refi-
nancing was no longer an option. That forced 
many mortgage holders with escalating inter-
est rates and monthly payments to default and 
lose their homes to foreclosure. Some simply 
locked their home, mailed the keys to the 
bank and walked away. 

“And there are lots of those loans that have 
yet to adjust,” Marzolf said, “so we aren’t any-
where near the end of this.”

The Minnesota Legislature has been con-
sidering a measure that would block foreclo-
sures for a full year. Under that bill, the mort-
gage must be subprime or a loan with negative 
amortization for which the minimum pay-
ment has increased. It would apply to owner-
occupied properties only.

The legislation is intended to induce lenders 

to modify the loan rather than foreclose, and 
to allow borrowers to keep making payments, 
but at the initial interest rate or at 65 percent 
of their payment at the time of default, which-
ever is lower.

Bremer Bank has “never offered subprime 
loans,” Marzolf said. “I’ve never even been a 
big fan of ARMs. Why risk an ARM when 
fixed rates are so low now?”

U.S. Bank has also refrained from offering 
subprime mortgages, Shanks said, though it 
offers a variety of other mortgage products, 
including three- and five-year ARMs. 

“Many prospective home buyers are hold-
ing off, waiting for even lower home prices 
and interest rates,” Shanks said. “But I don’t 
see rates going much lower, and home values 
in some areas are starting to level off.”

28b mortgage restrictions
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Wednesday/April 23
The Raptor Center, 1920 Fitch Ave., 
will present a free public lecture on the 
effects of mercury on wildlife by adjunct 
professor Dave Evers at 7:00 this evening 
and at noon tomorrow. Call 612-624-9750.

The Woolly Bears program for 
parents and preschoolers will continue with 
“Seeds and Beaks” from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
today, tomorrow and Saturday at the Dodge 
Nature Center in West St. Paul. The cost is 
$12-$14 per child. Call 651-455-4531.

The architecture of Summit 
Avenue will be discussed by author and 
historian Larry Millett at 7:00 this evening 
at the James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. 
Refreshments and house tours will follow. 
The cost is $4.00-$8.00. Call 651-297-2555.

Thursday/April 24
Middle East Expert Phyllis Bennis 
will speak on the “Challenging Empire” 
from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening at Macalester 
Plymouth Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. Her 
appearance is sponsored in part by Merriam 
Park Neighbors for Peace and Women 
Against Military Madness. Call WAMM at 
612-827-5364.

Dave Evers, an adjunct professor at 
the University of Southern Maine, will 
speak on “The Toxicity of Mercury: Effects 
of Mercury on Wildlife,” including the 
local loon population, at noon today at 
the Raptor Center, 1920 Fitch Ave. For 
reservations, call 612-624-9750.

Israel Connections, a monthly 
program on deepening the understanding 
of events in Israel, will meet again at 7:00 
this evening at the Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Admission is free. 
To register, call 651-698-0751. 

“The Telltale Hearth: Geometric 
Pottery and the Greek Family,” a free lecture 
by Susan Langdon, associate professor of art 
history and archaeology at the University of 
Missouri, will be offered at 7:00 this evening 
in Room 126 of the John Roach Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. Langdon will 
also address “It’s a Man’s Man’s World: Social 
Identity and Early Greek Pottery” at 4:30 
p.m. tomorrow in Room 155 of Nicholson 
Hall at the University of Minnesota. Call 651-
962-5660.

“Cuisine for change…from 
Minnesota with Love,” a benefit for Second 
Harvest Heartland, will be held from 6:00 
to 10:00 this evening at the Crowne Plaza 
Riverfront Hotel, 11 E. Kellogg Blvd. The 
evening will feature gourmet food by some 
of the region’s premiere restaurants, a wine 
tasting, entertainment by painting performer 
Michael Israel, and live and silent auctions. 
Call 651-209-7994. 

Friday/April 25
A rummage sale will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today and tomorrow 
and from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Sunday in 
Carolyn Hall at St. Mark’s School, 1976 
Dayton Ave. The coffee shop will be open. 
Call 651-644-7724.

Arborfest, a beer-tasting fundraiser 
for the Family Tree Clinic, will be held 
from 5:30 to 9:00 this evening in Kagin 
Commons at Macalester College. The 

eighth annual event will feature hand-
crafted beers to sample, live music, food, a 
beer swag raffle and nonalcoholic drinks. 
Tickets are $45 and available at www.
ticketworks.com or 651-209-6689.

Saturday/April 26
A “Bringing Back the ’50s” auction, 
dinner and dance will be held from 5:30 
to 11:30 this evening at Holy Spirit School, 
1406 Randolph Ave. Music will be provided 
by the Fairlanes and Rhythm Engine. Call 
651-698-7233.

Chemists in the Library, featuring 
hands-on science activities for all ages, will 
be held from 10:00 to 11:30 this morning at 
the Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy. 
Local members of the American Chemical 
Society will present “Candy Chemicals,” 
“Vitamin C in Drinks,” “Memory Metal” 
and “Silly Putty.” Call 651-695-3700.

A Health Fair for Women will 
be held from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
today at the West 7th Community Center, 
265 Oneida St. The free fair will feature 
exhibitors from 25 health and wellness-
related agencies; workshops on cancer 
prevention, salads, personal safety and 
pesticides in the home; and free health 
screenings, chair massages, hair braiding, 
mini-manicures and makeovers. A free 
lunch will be provided and door prizes will 
be awarded. Call Pa Nou Xiong at 651-298-
5493, ext. 215. 

A rain barrel workshop will be 
held at 1:00 this afternoon at the Dodge 
Nature Center in West St. Paul. All materials 
will be provided for constructing a rain 
barrel, which can help residents lower water 
costs and reduce water pollution. The cost is 
$35-$40. Call 651-455-4531 to register.

Bird Watching for beginners will 
be offered at 10:00 this morning at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Binoculars and bird 

guides will be available. Then at 1:00 p.m. a 
fitness and phenology walk will be held to 
see what is blooming around the park. The 
programs are free. Call 612-725-2724.

A pancake breakfast will be served 
between 7:30 and 11:00 this morning at 
Mendota Heights United Church of Christ, 
680 Highway 110, Mendota Heights. The 
cost is $8.00 for adults ($7.00 with food 
shelf donation) and $3.00 for children. Call 
651-454-1311.

“My Kids Won’t Eat That,” a 
workshop for child-care providers and 
parents, will be presented by Robin Hanson 
of Providers Choice from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. today at the Rondo Library, 461 
N. Dale St. Admission is free. To register, 
call 651-458-0265. 

A Rummage Sale will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. today at Randolph 
Heights Elementary School, 348 S. Hamline 
Ave. Tax-deductible donations will be 
accepted from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday 
and Thursday, April 23-24, and from 2:00 
to 7:00 p.m. Friday, April 25.Proceeds will 
benefit the library fund. Call Stephanie at 
651-290-2485 or Lori at 651-699-6234.

The Future of Minnesota will 
be the topic of a panel discussion from 
9:00 a.m. to noon today at Unity Church-
Unitarian, 732 Holly Ave. The panel will 
include Minnesota Secretary of State Mark 
Ritchie, director of Parents United for 
Public Schools Mary Cecconi, president of 
Growth and Justice Dane Smith, executive 
director of Pangea World Theater Meena 
Natarajan, and members of the Unitarian 
Universalist Veatch Funding Program. 
Admission is free. Call 651-228-1456.

State Rep. Michael Paymar will 
hold a constituent meeting from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon today at the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Call 651-296-5999.

Sunday/April 27
A Wildflower Wandering will 
take place at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort 
Snelling State Park. Join the naturalist for 
an easy walk looking for splashes of color in 
the woods and prairies. The program is free. 
Call 612-725-2724.

A Garlic Mustard Pull will be 
conducted by the Friends of the Mississippi 
River and the Gorge Stewards from 1:00 
to 3:00 this afternoon in the Longfellow 
neighborhood of Minneapolis. Volunteers 
will meet at East 35th Street and West River 
Parkway to receive brief training and then 
work to remove garlic mustard at the nearby 
river flats and oak savanna. Register at 
srich@fmr.org or 651-222-2193, ext. 14.

An Urban Expedition to Thailand 
will be offered from 1:00 to 3:00 this 
afternoon in the cortile at Landmark Center. 
Visitors will be able to enjoy many elements 
of Thai culture without leaving St. Paul. 
Admission is free. Call 651-292-3276.

Tuesday/April 29
THE MAD HATTER’S TEA HOUSE, 
943 W. 7th St., will hold a conversational 
salon from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. Frank 
Kroncke, a member of the Minnesota 
Eight who destroyed draft records in 1970 
in an effort to keep young men out of the 
Vietnam War, will be the guest. The salon is 
free, but donations are encouraged for the 
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228. 

The St. Paul Hiking Club will meet 
at 7:30 tonight on Water Street just south of 
the Wabasha Bridge. Call 651-224-8933.

A Red Cross blood drive will be 
held from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. today at Nativity 
Catholic Church, 1900 Stanford Ave. Call 
1-800-448-3543.

Wednesday/April 30
Robert Werner, a geography professor 
at the University of St. Thomas who will be 
publishing two books on Bolivia in 2009, 
will take the audience on a comprehensive 
tour of Bolivia during a photo-intensive 
talk at 7:15 this evening at Unity Church-
Unitarian, 732 Holly Ave. Admission is free. 
Call 651-228-1456.

Thursday/May 1
The Festival of Nations will return 
to St. Paul RiverCentre today through 
Sunday, May 4. The 76th annual festival 
features cultural exhibits, ethnic food cafes, 
dance and musical groups, folk artisans 
and an international bazaar. Tickets are 
$7.00-$9.00 in advance or $7.00-$12 at 
the door. Call 651-647-0191 or visit www.
festivalofnations.com.

William Quandt, a professor at the 
University of Virginia and former staff 
member on the National Security Council, 
will discuss the challenges of creating an 
Arab-Israeli peace at 4:30 this afternoon 
in Carnegie Hall at Macalester College. 
Admission is free. Call 651-696-6310.

The TRACES Museum at Landmark 
Center will present two programs today 
that explore censorship. At noon, a short 
documentary will be shown about recent 
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Gerardo Alonso, above, looks out from a 
boxcar while playing the part of an Italian 
immigrant during the “We Came by Train” 
interactive exhibit at the Jackson Street 
Roundhouse on April 19-20. At left, Tim 
Kaufenberg, 10, of Highland Park plays 
ring toss while dressed as an early set-
tler. The exhibit is being held to kick off 
Minnesota’s sesquicentennial celebration 
and will continue from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, April 26-27. 
Call 651-228-0263.  Photos by Brad Stauffer



page 32	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, april 23, 2008

upcoming performances

Fitzgerald Theater

Talking Volumes

Michael Ondaatje
TUESDay, May 27, 7 pM

The sri Lankan-canadian novelist (The English Patient)
joins host Kerri miller to discuss his lastest novel, Divisadero.
With music from Dreamland faces.

Talking Volumes is a partnership of Minnesota Public Radio, 
the Star Tribune, and the Loft Literary Center.

ann Reed: Song for Minnesota
SaTURDay, May 3, 8 pM

in honor of the sesquicentennial, ann has been crisscrossing 

the state, gathering ideas for a new song for minnesota. Join 

ann, Dan chouinard, Joan griffith, Diane Jarvi, Leslie Ball and 

others for an evening of minnesota history in word and music.

Cokie Roberts
ThURSDay, May 22, 7 pM

The national public radio and aBc news commentator 

talks about her new book, Ladies of Liberty: The Women

 Who Shaped Our Nation with host Kerri miller. 

Dan Chouinard
 Café Europa II 

SaTURDay, May 31, 8 pM

in the second installment of his trilogy, chouinard returns 

with his musical travelogue for bicycle and accordion. 

With guests the rose ensemble, maria Jette, the 

Brass messengers, peter ostroushko and John munson.

Talking Volumes  

Judy Blume
ThursDay, June 12,  7 pm

one of america’s most beloved but controversial authors due to the 
difficult themes she pursues, Judy Blume (Are You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret, Blubber, Summer Sisters), joins host Kerri miller.

Talking Volumes is a partnership of Minnesota Public Radio, 
the Star Tribune, and the Loft Literary Center.

Call the box office at 651-290-1221 or 
www.fitzgeraldtheater.org for details.

attempts in Oklahoma City to ban the 
German film The Tin Drum. A discussion 
will follow. At 7:00 this evening, Brian 
Fogarty of the College of St. Catherine will 
speak on censorship and suppression of 
ideas. Call 651-292-8700.

Cafesjian’s Carousel will open 
for its eighth season today at Como Park. 
Hours are from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday through Friday and 11:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Tickets 
are $1.50. Volunteers are needed to help run 
the carousel. Call 651-489-4628.

Friday/May 2
Peace activist and author 
Marshall Rosenberg will lead a workshop, 
“Communicating Gracefully in the Face of 
Intensity,” beginning at 9:00 this morning 
and continuing to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, May 
4, in the Brady Educational Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. Visit www.
stthomas.edu/justpeace/nvcevent to register.

Saturday/May 3
The Living Green Expo will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. today and 
tomorrow in the Grandstand Building at the 
Minnesota State Fairgrounds. The expo will 
feature more than 200 exhibitors and 60 
workshops on a variety of sustainability and 
green living topics. Expo attractions include 
music, art, food, demonstrations, and 
activities for children. Admission is free. 
Visit www.LivingGreen.org.

Wilder Center, 451 N. Lexington 
Pkwy., will hold its grand opening from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. today. There will 
be a building dedication with St. Paul 
Mayor Chris Coleman at 1:00 p.m., food, 
children’s activities, live entertainment and 
information on Wilder programs. Visit 
www.wilder.org.

A rummage sale will be held from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today at St. John the 
Evangelist Episcopal Church, 60 Kent St. A 
bag sale will be held from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, May 5. Call 651-228-1172.

An Archaeology Fair and open 
house will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. today and noon to 5:00 p.m. 
tomorrow just outside the walls of historic 
Fort Snelling. Activities will include artifact 
identification, pottery-making, flint-
knapping, videos and archeology lab tours. 
There is no cost. Admission to the fort is 
$5.00-$10. Call 612-726-1171.

A rummage sale will be held from 
7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. today at St. Clement’s 
Episcopal Church, 901 Portland Ave. Visit 
www.stclements-stp.org.

“How to Start your Own Kitchen 
Garden” will be offered from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon today at the Minnesota State 
Horticultural Society classroom, 1755 Prior 
Ave. The cost is $20-$25. To register, call 
651-643-3601 or 800-676-6747, ext. 211.

Food writer Eleanor Ostman 
will share anecdotes from her best-selling 
book, Always on Sunday Revisited, at 10:00 
this morning at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 700 Wesley Lane, Mendota Heights. 
The book is based on 30 years of Ostman’s 
food column in the St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
Samples of her recipes will be available 
and she will sign copies of her books. The 
program is free, but food shelf donations are 
welcome. Call 651-452-5683. 

A Bird-watching hike will be held 
by Friends of the Mississippi River from 
8:00 to 9:30 this morning at Crosby Farm 

Regional Park. Participants will discover 
birding in the urban wilderness and learn 
more about volunteer opportunities to help 
restore the park. The hike is one of several 
scheduled as part of the Ramsey County 
Birding Festival on May 1-4. Visit www.fmr.
org/participate/events.

A Rummage Sale will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, 1895 Laurel Ave. Call 
651-646-6175.

Sunday/May 4
Jonathan Sarna of Brandeis 
University will speak on the importance 
of the Jewish vote in the 2008 presidential 
election during a program at 5:30 this 
evening at Mount Zion Temple, 1300 
Summit Ave. Sarna also will join a panel 
that will include Sarah Janacek of Politics in 
Minnesota Multimedia News Service and 
Scott Goldberg of KARE 11 News. The cost 
$15, which includes a vegetarian dinner. 
To register, call 651-695-3180 or visit www.
jewishminnesota.org.

A benefit for Avery Gallagher, 
the 6-year-old daughter of Tom and Diane 
Gallagher, will be held from 1:00 to 4:00 
this afternoon at Mancini’s Char House, 
531 W. 7th St. Avery was diagnosed with 
brain cancer last May, has been through 
10 months of treatment at both Children’s 
Hospital and the Mayo Clinic, and is 
receiving treatment at the Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York. She is in 
remission. The benefit will include live 
and silent auctions and an Italian buffet. 
Admission is $30. Contact Joe Gallagher at 
651-269-7842.

A World War II “Preservation 
Spectacular” for families will be held from 
1:00 to 4:00 this afternoon at the Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd. 
The event will feature a panel of veterans 
discussing their war experiences and drop-
in workshops on how to preserve WWII-era 
family histories and heirlooms.Admission is 
free. Call 651-259-3015. 

An Israel Festival will be held from 
10:00 a.m. to noon today at the Temple of 
Aaron Synagogue, 616 S. Mississippi River 
Blvd. Among the attractions will be camels, 
llamas, an Israeli coffee house and Israeli 
food for sale (falafel, chumas, eggplant salad 
and other Israeli treats). Activities for all 
ages will include beading, Henna tattoos, 
sand and spin art, and Israeli dancing. Call 
651-698-8874.

Tuesday/May 6
THE MAD HATTER’S TEA HOUSE, 
943 W. 7th St., will hold a conversational 
salon from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. David 
and Pam Nelson from Integrated Life 
Wellness and Coaching will talk about 
“healing energy” and how peace starts from 
within. The salon is free, but donations are 
encouraged for the program and treats. Call 
651-227-3228. 

An original copy of the Declaration 
of Independence will be on display at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg  
Blvd., from today through May 18 as part of 
Minnesota’s sesquicentennial anniversary. 
The document is one of only 25 remaining 
original copies of the Declaration of 
Independence that were printed on July 4, 
1776, at the shop of Philadelphia printer 
John Dunlap, and is the only one that 
travels for exhibition. Admission to view 
the Declaration of Independence is free, 
as is a display of two handwritten versions 
of Minnesota’s Constitution. Regular 
admission fees apply to see other exhibits at 
the History Center. Call 651-259-3000.
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On the Town

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE
Automobile Diagnostic 

Maintenance & Repair Facility

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

651 298-0956CERTIFIED

www.stpaulautomotive.net

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA 
membership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.

910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)

MEXICAN-GRILL & BAR

Fresh Mexican Cuisine             Happy Hour 3-7
Buffet  M-F  11-3             Monday 1/2 Price Wine

242 W 7th St    651-209-9210

By Carolyn Will

All dressed up and no place to go has 
been the lament of a small but tal-
ented group of Twin Cities residents 

who enjoy slipping into elaborate costumes 
created by their own hands. 

“We all like to sew and we like to have 
places to wear our creations,” said Elizabeth 
Merritt, a Macalester-Groveland resident and 
co-founder of the newly formed Twin Cities 
Costumers Guild.

Merritt and Gwen Kachelmyer started 
the guild six months ago by offering sewing 
classes for those who wanted to learn the 
art of making costumes. Now 20 members 
strong, the guild is inviting the public to 
powder their wigs, fluff their bustles, iron 
their capes and trip the light fantastic at the 
group’s inaugural Costumed Dance. 

“We welcome everyone, from those 
who like to dress as obscure comic book 
characters to Jedi warriors to Queen 
Elizabeth. Wear whatever,” Merritt said.

Period costumes are the outfits of choice 
for Merritt, 25. Her interest in sewing 
costumes was piqued a year-and-a-half ago 
when she sewed her own wedding dress. The 
Victorian-era gown featured rows and rows 
of ruffles, three-quarter-length sleeves and a 
bustle, all in shades of blue.

“In the Victorian era, there was no 
standard color for a wedding dress,” Merritt 
said. “After the wedding, it was just thrown 
into rotation with the normal daily wear. 
I made my husband’s (wedding attire) as 

well—a frock coat in fine black wool with a 
silver brocade vest and blue tie. He says it’s 
still one of his favorites.”  

However, opportunities to don such finery 
are limited. Merritt and Kachelmyer started 
to indulge their love for creating and wearing 
historical outfits as members of the Northstar 
Chapter of the Victorian Society in America. 
But Merritt said they felt a need to branch 
out and embrace other time periods. 

The Twin Cities Costumers Guild’s first 
meeting took place last November at the 
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave. 
Meetings continue to be held there at 2:00 
p.m. on the second Saturday of each month. 

The guild also hosts sewing circles on 
the first Thursday of each month where 
members socialize, help one another solve 
design problems and share information on 
fabric sales. 

Kachelmyer, who works in administration 
for Xcel Energy, said she enjoys the bragging 
rights her hobby affords her. “I like the fact 
that not a lot of people can do this anymore,” 
she said. “Not too many have sewing skills.”

Her mother taught Kachelmyer the basics, 
enough to make her own nightgown when 
she was a teen. The rest has been self-taught.

For the guild’s Costumed Dance, 
Kachelmyer will be making a re-creation 
of an 1868 ball gown taken from Harper’s 
Bazaar. 

Men are expected to be present in equal 
numbers at the Costumed Dance. “You’d be 
surprised at the number of men who enjoy 
costumes,” Merritt said. 

Merritt said her husband, 
Marc Schwartz, has been 
interested in costumes 
even longer than she has. 
“And he definitely enjoys 
participating in costume 
events,” said Merritt, who 
runs an organic food 
consulting business, M&I 
Organic Consultants, with 
her husband. “I think you 
could call him a willing 
partner.” 

In addition to his 1870s 
frock suit, Schwartz is also 
fond of a 1500s-style suit 
he dons for the Minnesota 

Renaissance Festival. 
Aside from saying it is an 

Elizabethan style, Merritt has been 
keeping details of her own frock 
for the Costumed Dance under 
wraps.  

The Twin Cities Costumers’ 
Guild Costumed Dance will run 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Saturday, 
April 26, at the Oddfellow’s Hall, 
2380 Hampden St. A variety of 
music and dances will be featured, 
including ceili, English Country, 
ballroom and modern. Called 
dances will be taught and light 
refreshments will be provided. 
Admission is $15 and is open to 
all. For more information, visit 
www.tccostumers.org.

Dressed to the hilt
Costumers’ Guild members revel in 
reaping benefits of what they sew

Elizabeth Merrit, left, and Christy 
Dent page through a source 
book in Merrit’s Macalester-
Groveland home while wearing 
gowns they’ve sewn. 

Photos by Brad Stauffer

Colleen Cotter clasps her hands beneath the decorative 
waistband of her kimono-style costume.

Guild member Keith Nelson of Minneapolis models 
9th-century Viking attire he has created.
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Now open at the Happy Gnome...

The Firehouse Room
visit thehappygnome.com for details

The Happy Gnome
498 Selby Ave., St Paul, MN 55102

651-287-2018

Theater
A befuddled professor, a magic waste­basket, 
a little cross-dressing and plenty of sword 
fights turn the tragedies of Othello and 
Romeo and Juliet into comedies in Goodnight 
Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet). Ann-
Marie MacDonald’s rollicking revision of 
Shakespeare is being performed through 
April 27 by Theatre Unbound. The curtain 
rises at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 
2:00 p.m. Sunday at the Wellstone Center, 
179 E. Robie St. Tickets are $18, $15 for 
students and seniors, $12 for veterans and 
military. Call 612-721-1186.

Esperando La Carroza (Waiting for the 
Hearse), a comic portrait of spiritual and 
moral decay revolving around the matriarch 
of a Latino-American family who disappears 
and is mistaken for dead, is being performed 
through April 27 by Mixed Blood Theatre. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday and 3:00 p.m. Sunday at Stepping
Stone Theatre, 55 N. Victoria St. The drama 
is spoken in English and Spanish with 
translations projected above the stage. For 
tickets, call 612-338-6131.

Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St., will 
stage the musical Once Upon a Mattress 
April 25-27. The curtain will rise on this 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s 
fairy tale, “The Princess and the Pea,” at 
7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $8.00, $6.00 for students. 
Call 651-696-3302.
The King and I, Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
uplifting tale about the love that develops 
between an English widow and a Siamese 
monarch, is being performed through May 3 
by the Morris Park Players. The curtain will 
rise at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 
p.m. Sunday at Folwell School, 3611 20th 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are $15, $12 
for seniors and students. Call 612-724-8373.

Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill, Lanie 
Robertson’s heartbreaking tribute to jazz 
singer Billie Holiday, is being performed 
through May 4 at Park Square Theatre, 50 
W. 7th Place. Thomasina Petrus stars as 
the tragic singer who rose out of poverty 
to put her stamp on some of the era’s most 
memorable music. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Call 651-291-7005.

Barbra Streisand impersonator Steven 
Brinberg will perform Simply Barbra at 9:00 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, April 25 and 26, at 
Camp Bar, 490 N. Robert St. Tickets are $25 
and $10. Call 651-292-1844.

“The Witness Project: Three Plays About 
Power and the State” will be presented 
April 25 through May 3 by the Macalester 
College Theater and Dance Department. 
Press Conference, Harold Pinter’s five-minute 
drama about a chief of secret police turned 
minister of culture; The Conduct of Life, 
Cuban-American Maria Irene Fornes’ play 
about the home life of a torturer; and Far 
Away, Caryl Churchill’s eerie vision of the 
excesses of power, will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday on the Main Stage of Macalester’s 
Fine Arts Center. Tickets are $7.00, $5.00 for 
seniors. Call 651-696-6359. 

Eugene O’Neill’s harrowing tragedy, Long 
Day’s Journey Into Night will be staged at 
8:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 25 through May 18, at Theatre 
in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minnea
polis. Tickets are $20. Call 612-333-3010.

St. Thomas Academy and Visitation 
students will stage the Stephen Sondheim 
musical Into The Woods from April 25 
through May 4. The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 4:00 p.m. Sunday in 
DeSales Auditorium, 2455 Visitation Drive in 
Mendota Heights. Tickets are $10, $5.00 for 
students and seniors. Call 651-683-1750.

Mom’s the Word, a wildly funny, sometimes 
touching collection of monologues, skits and 
songs about motherhood, will be performed 
April 25 through June 8 by Actors Theater of 
Minnesota. Directed by Peter Moore, it stars 
Christine Karki, Dawn Brodey, Mo Perry, 
Elizabeth Hawes and Emily Fradenburgh. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through 
Sundays at the Lowry Theater, 16 W. 5th St. 
Tickets are $25-33. Call 612-673-0404.

Former Public Enemy No. 1, Alvin “Creepy” 
Karpis will haunt the very halls in which 

he was tried in You Are There, a drama that 
takes its direction from the 1970s television 
program by the same name. Karpis’ 1936 trial 
for the kidnappings of St. Paul businessmen 
William Hamm and Edward Bremer Jr. will 
be reenacted at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 30 and May 1, in Courtroom 
317 of Landmark Center. Emceed by 
former state Supreme Court Justice Esther 
Tomljanovich, the reenactment will feature a 
host of Minnesota jurists, legal practitioners 
and academicians in the roles of those who 
were there. Admission is free, and a reception 
will follow. Call 651-292-3276.

The decadence of 1930s Berlin comes to life 
in the Tony Award-winning musical Cabaret, 
which will play May 2-18 at the Ordway. 
Show times are 8:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, 2:00 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 2:00 
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $48-$65. 
Call 651-224-4222.

The Triangle Factory Fire Project, a searing 
drama about the 1911 blaze that killed 146 
people and the trial and political upheaval 
that followed, will be performed May 3-25 
by the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company. 
Directed by Carolyn Levy, it stars Matt Rein, 
Adam King, Brian Columbus, M. Scott 
Taulman, David Coral, Elena Giannetti, 
Anna Olson, Kirby Bennett and Ellen Apel. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. 
Sundays and 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 4, in 
the auditorium of the Hillcrest Recreation 
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Panel discussions 
will follow shows on May 4 and 18. Tickets 
are $17 to $24. Call 651-647-4315.

Music
Local lutenist Richard Griffith will perform 
a selection of pieces from 17th- and 18th-
century Scotland at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 24, in the Village View Room of the 
Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy. Admission is by donation and $10 is 
suggested. Refreshments will be available.

The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra will pre
sent its upcoming Carnegie Hall program 
for local audiences at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 
and Saturday, April 24 and 26, at the Ordway. 
Conductor Douglas Boyd and soprano Dawn 
Upshaw will join in the program, which 
includes the world premiere of Osvaldo 

Tracey Maloney and John Middleton star in Gremlin Theatre’s production of Everywhere 
Signs Fall, a steamy thriller about a brother and sister who take to the road to investigate 
supposed accidents and meet up with a down-on-his-luck bartender in a seedy Phoenix 
motel. Alan Berks’ drama about grief, love, fate and free is playing Thursdays through 
Sundays through May 11 at the Loading Dock Theatre, 509 Sibley St. Tickets are $18, $16 
for seniors, half their years for those under age 30, and whatever you can pay on Mon-
day, April 28. For reservations, call 651-228-7008.  Photo by Travis Anderson



WEDNESDAY, april 23, 2008 	 VILLAGER	 page 35

Golijov’s arrangements of Schubert’s She 
Was Here songs, Stravinsky’s Two Poems of 
Constantin Balmont, Three Japanese Lyrics 
and 1949 Suite from Pulcinella; and Haydn’s 
London Symphony No. 104 in D. Tickets are 
$11 to $59. Call 651-291-1144.

Jazz guitarist Gene Bertoncini will perform 
along with bassist Ike Sturm and drummer 
Dane Richeson at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, April 
27, at Central Presbyterian Church, 500 
Cedar St.. The University of Minnesota Jazz 
Ensemble will open the show. Tickets are 
$10, $5.00 for students.

Michael Christie of the Brooklyn Philhar
monic will conduct by the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra in four concerts May 1-3. The 
program includes Tartini’s Devil’s Trill 
Sonata, Rameau’s Suite from Zoroastre, 
Dvořák’s Serenade in D Minor and Ligeti’s 
Romanian Concerto. Show times are 8:00 
p.m. Thursday at Temple Israel in Minne
apolis; 10:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Friday at 
Wooddale Church in Eden Prairie; and 8:00 
p.m. Saturday at St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ, 900 Summit Ave. Tickets are $10-$25. 
Call 651-291-1144. 

The a cappella ensemble InVocation will 
celebrate the season of love with a program 
of English and American music at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 2, at St. Anthony Park United 
Methodist Church, 2200 Hillside Ave., and 
at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 11, at Macalester-
Plymouth United Church, 1658 Lincoln Ave. 
Admission is free, though a collection will 
be taken for the charity Feed My Starving 
Children.

The Wolfgang will perform a potpourri 
of classical music for fortepiano, flute and 
strings at 7:30 p.m. Friday May 2, at Central 
Baptist Church, 420 N. Roy St. Admission is 
by donation. Call 612-927-8766.

Gritty singer and lyrical songwriter Greg 
Brown will perform along with indie-folk 
duo The Pines at 8:00 p.m. Friday, May 2, 
at the Fitzgerald Theater, 10 E. Exchange St. 
Tickets are $34.50, $29.50 and $28.50. Call 
651-290-1221.

The 34-voice St. Paul Vocal Forum will 
perform “Fear and Love,” a program of music 
by Lewis Allan, Pablo Casals, Bob Chilcott, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, Giuseppe Verdi, 
and Eric Whitacre, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
May 3, at St. Albert the Great Catholic 
Church, 2836 33rd Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 

Spoken-word artist LaTisha Jones will also 
appear. Admission is free, though donations 
will be accepted. 

Singer-songwriter Ann Reed will conclude 
her six-city “Song for Minnesota” tour at 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, May 3, at the Fitzgerald 
Theater, 10 E. Exchange St. Joining the 
velvety-voiced guitarist will be pianist Dan 
Chouinard and others. Tickets are $32. Call 
651-290-1221.

Evensong for Eastertide will be performed 
by the St. John the Evangelist choir at 4:00 
p.m. Sunday, May 4, at the church, 60 N. 
Kent St. The program will include Mozart’s 
Missa Brevis in F. Admission is by donation 
and a reception will follow. Call 651-228-
1172 extension 38.

Cellist Gary Hoffman of the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center will join 
the Chamber Music Society of Minnesota 
in concert at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 4, at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. The program includes Strauss’ Sextet 
in F major from Capriccio, Reger’s Suite No. 
1 in G major, and Brahms’ Sextet in G major. 
Tickets are $15-$25. Call 651-450-0527.

Exhibits
“Climate Change,” 20 pieces of fabric art 
that addresses the psychological dimensions 
of global warming, is being shown through 
May 31 at the Textile Center, 3000 University 
Ave. SE. in Minneapolis. Call 612-436-0464.

The St. Paul Art Crawl will open the doors 
to more than 250 artists studios and art 
galleries on April 25-27 in the city’s down
town and South St. Anthony neighborhoods. 
A wide range of art, live music and other 
entertainment will be featured from 6:00 to 
10:00 p.m. Friday, 2:00 to 10:00 p.m. Saturday 
and noon to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. A free shuttle 
service will be available between the various 
locales. A silent auction will be held on Fri
day and Saturday in Golden’s Deli at 275 E. 
4th St. For more information, call 651- 
292-4373 or visit www.artcrawl.org. 

Nature photography by Lou Lachter, 
former editor of U.S. Camera, will open with 
a reception at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 
30, at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 
St. Paul Ave. The photos will remain on view 
through June 13. Call 651-698-0751.

“The Figure and the Landscape,” high
lighting the interplay between sculpture and 
black-and-white landscape photography, 
will open with a reception from 6:00 to 10:00 
p.m. Friday, May 2, at the Vine Arts Center, 
2637 27th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Featured 
is the work of Will Agar, Doug Beasley, 
Chris Faust, Roger Junk, Brant Kingman, 
Jeff Korte, and Nick Legeros. It will remain 
on view through June 14. A related panel 
discussion will be held at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 22. Call 612-728-5745.

“Thank God and FDR,” 50 prints, water
colors, oils and woodcarvings from the 
former Ah-Gwah-Ching state medical 
facility in Walker, will be shown May 3 
through November 2 at the James J. Hill 
House, 240 Summit Ave. Admission to the 
exhibit only is $2.00; admission to the exhibit 
with a mansion tour is $8.00 for adults, 
$6.00 for seniors and students, and $5.00 
for children ages 6-17. A related gallery talk 
by curator Brian Szott will be offered free 
of charge at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 13. Call 
651-297-2555

“We Couldn’t Live at Home,” the life 
stories of children who resided in the North 
Minneapolis building that once housed the 
Jewish Sheltering Home for Children and 
now houses Avenues for Homeless Youth, 
will be displayed May 3 through October 
6 at the Minnesota History Center, 345 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Admission is $10, $8.00 for 
seniors and students, $5.00 for children 
ages 6-17. A free family day with live music, 

Romanian pianist Mihaela Ursuleasa will 
perform works by Rachmaninoff and 
Chopin along with the world premiere 
of “Ballad(e) Out of the Blues (Superstar 
Etude No. 3)” by Pulitzer Prize winner 
Jay Kernis on Sunday, May 4. The Chopin 
Society concert will begin at 3:00 p.m. in 
the Concert Hall of Macalester College’s 
Fine Arts Center. Kernis will give a pre- 
concert talk at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $20, 
$12 for students. Call 612-822-0123.

photo by julia wesely
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Circus Juventas’
Spring Celebration Performances 

7th Annual May Shows
May 8-18, 2008

Evening and Matinees Performances
Tickets: $12.50-$25

Lunch that is close
Lunch that is convenient

Lunch that is an experience
Lunch that is

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Happy Hour – $2.00 domestic bottles
appetizer specials

 Sun.  4 p.m. - 6 p.m., Mon. - Thurs. 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

695 Grand Avenue
651-292-0444
www.sajiya.com

Open 7 Days a Week 8am–10pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Eat In or Take Out • Catering Available
Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul • 651-690-2212

Free Piece of Baklawa

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 5/31/08

performances and tours will be offered 
on June 1. Call 651-259-3000.

Books
Common Good Books will present 
the following free programs: a reading 
by Hmong-American writer Kao Kalia 
Yang from her memoir, The Late­
homecomer, 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 
27, at the Swedenborgian Church, 
170 Virginia St.; a discussion with 
The Compassionate Carnivore author 
Catherine Friend, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 30, at the Swedenborgian Church; 
a Book Club discussion of Beware of 
Cat by Vincent Wyckoff, 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 6, in Nina’s Coffee Cafe, 
165 N. Western Ave.; and readings 
by poets Margaret Hasse, Richard 
Solly and Lightsey Darst, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7, at Nina’s. For 
information, call 651-225-8989.

Barnes & Noble, 2080 Ford Pkwy., 
will present free readings by Laurie 
Capole from her book about Minnesota 
treasures, North Star Numbers, at 6:00 
p.m. Tuesday, April 29; and Nancy 
Crocker from her young-adult novel, 
Billie Standish Was Here, at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 29. Call 651-690-9443.

Wang Ping and James Lenfestey, poets 
who address the traditions of Chinese 
poetry from different perspective, will 
read at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 29, at 
the Hamline-Midway Library, 1558 W. 
Minnehaha Ave. Admission is free.

An architectural walking tour of 
downtown St. Paul will step out at 2:00 
p.m. Sunday, May 4, from the St. Paul 
Public Library, 90 W. 4th St. It will 
be led by Paul D. Nelson, co-author 
of Rocky Roots, a geological guide to 
downtown’s most distinctive buildings. 
Refreshments and a book signing 
will follow in Landmark Center. The 
program is free, but reservations are 
required by calling 651-222-0701.

The top eight performance poets in 
the Twin Cities will battle on Monday, 
May 5, for a berth in the National 
Poetry Slam in Madison, Wisconsin, in 
August. The competition begins at 8:00 
p.m. at the Artists’ Quarter, 408 St. Peter 
St. Poet, musician and humorist Matt 

Riehle will take the stage prior to the 
slam. Admission, open to those age 18 
and older, is $5.00. Call 612-207-7991

Hmong-American author Kao Kalia 
Yang will read from her new memoir, 
The Latehomecomer, in a free program 
at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 6, at the 
Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale St. Call 
651-222-3242.

Family
Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand 
Ave., will present the following free 
programs: a Maud Hart Lovelace Book 
Awards Celebration at 7:00 p.m. Friday, 
April 25; Mélanie Watt and her new 
picture book, Scaredy Squirrel at the 
Beach, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 26; 
Mo Willems and the latest book in his 
“Pigeon” series, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 30; stories for babies about 
counting, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 3; 
young poets read their winning entries 
in a Community Reporter contest, 2:00 
p.m. Sunday, May 4. Call 651-224-8320.

Honk!, a zany musical based on Hans 
Christian Andersen’s “The Ugly 
Duckling,” will be performed April 
30 through May 18 by the Youth 
Performance Company. The curtain 
rises on this heartwarming tale about 
finding your place in the world at 
10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays, 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. Sundays at the 
Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, 1900 
Nicollet Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets 
are $12, $10 for seniors and children 
age 14 and under. Call 612-623-9080.

Leap on imaginary lily pads, create 
a colorful pond scene and learn about 
pond life during Nature Tots, a program 
for preschoolers and parents ,from 9:30 
to 11:00 a.m. Thursday, May 1, at the 
Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th 
and University avenues in Southeast 
Minneapolis. Admission is $5.00, $3.00 
for seniors and children ages age 3 and 
older. To register, call 612-624-9050.

The Sibley House Historic Site in 
Mendota will hold its season opener 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Satur
day, May 3, with new exhibits, the 
dedication of a staircase, a play about 

Minnesota’s territorial days and live 
music by the Century Brass. Admission 
is $6.00, $5.00 for seniors and students, 
and $4.00 for children ages 6-17. For 
$2.00 more, children may help staff find 
and identify the artifacts they dig up 
between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. May 3 and 
4. Budding archaeologists can expect to 
get dirty and should bring a pail, shovel 
and gloves. Call 651-452-1596.

Et cetera
A pinch of history, heaping spoonfuls 
of humor and a dash of chutzpah all 
flavor the Yiddish stories and music 
that will be presented on April 26 
and 27 by storyteller Carla Vogel and 
traditional musicians Judith Eisner and 
Stu Janis. The eclectic program will 
begin at 8:00 p.m. Saturday and 3:00 
p.m. Sunday at Dreamland Arts, 677 
N. Hamline Ave. Tickets are $10. The 
Sunday matinee is suitable for children 
age 6 and older, who will be admitted 
free with the purchase of an adult ticket. 
Call 651-645-5506. 

Six blocks of ethnic food, five stages 
for live music, open dancing, children’s 
activities, a low-rider car show, parade 
and salsa-tasting contest will be among 
the attractions when St. Paul’s Hispanic 
and Latino community rolls out its 26th 
annual Cinco de Mayo Fiesta on May 
2 and 3. The free event runs from 4:00 
to 9:00 p.m. Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Saturday along Cesar Chavez 
Street across the Mississippi River from 
downtown. Call 651-222-6347.

The Festival of Nations will turn St. 
Paul’s RiverCentre into an international 
bazaar May 2-4. Ethnic foods, music, 
dance, exhibits, folk art and folk art 
demonstrations will be presented by 
more than 90 organizations. Among the 
highlights are a giant Earth balloon, a 
giant map of Africa, and performances 
by Malian kora player Mamadou Dia
bate and Chinese instrumentalist Ying 
Zhang. The event runs from 4:00 to 
10:00 p.m. Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $9.00 for adults 
and $7.00 for children in advance (call 
651-647-0191), $12 and $7.00 at the 
door. 
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Lay down the code 
for college athletes 

By anybody’s yard marker, 2007 was a rough inaugural 
year for University of Minnesota football coach Tim 
Brewster. The Gophers didn’t win a single Big Ten 

Conference game and managed to lose to Division II North 
Dakota State at home. But to his credit, Brewster refused to 
be downcast and has cheerfully taken on the task of finding 
better football players for this fall. 

Even his harshest critics concede Brewster this point: His 
players worked hard and represented the school honorably.

Which brings us to Dominic Jones, who was supposed 
to play for Brewster last year but didn’t. A holdover from 
the Glen Mason era, Jones was expected to be one of the 
Gophers’ top defensive backs in 2007. However, he ran 
afoul of the law a year ago and wound up in court facing a 
pair of charges stemming from a sordid incident in a dorm 
room. He was ultimately acquitted of rape last week, but 
was convicted of fourth-degree criminal sexual contact. The 
details have received considerable play in the local media and 
need not be repeated here. 

Earl Gray, Jones’ attorney, said in his summation to the 
jury: “You’re not here to set standards of conduct for college 
kids.” The jurors may have bought that line, but Brewster 
didn’t. He booted Jones and four other players who were 
involved in the incident off the team last summer. For that 
action, Gopher fans should be giving the coach a standing 
ovation.

Dan O’Brien, who recently joined Brewster’s staff as direc-
tor of football operations and high school relations, came to 
the job with an interesting pedigree. In addition to serving as 
a head college football coach, he was the athletic director at 
Division II (Concordia) and Division III (Hamline) universi-
ties. In his AD days, he dealt with various types of miscreants, 
though he never faced the fallout from anything like what 
happened in the Jones case. 

Which led to this question: How can a college program 
avoid recruiting players who may be inclined to perform in 
an unsavory manner off the field? His answer: “You can’t.”

“Anytime you recruit a kid, you do a background check,” 
O’Brien said, “but you can’t really know a person’s character 
until he gets to your school. At its very best, whatever check-
ing you do is just a snapshot of what you’re actually getting.”

Although he has only been on the job a couple of weeks, 
O’Brien has already noticed this: “He (Brewster) has high 
expectations for his kids. He won’t tolerate bad behavior.”

It’s obviously a lot harder to keep track of football play-
ers on a 50,000-student campus than it is at smaller schools 
like Concordia and Hamline. And coaches today need to 
go further than just making phone calls to see who’s in for 
curfew. “You have to have a code of conduct,” O’Brien said. 
“If a player violates it, you have to deal with it swiftly and ap-
propriately.”

For those of us who weren’t in the courtroom, there’s little 
choice but to believe the jury issued the correct verdict. How-
ever, there’s a difference between being found guilty in a court 
of law and doing something that brings shame to your school, 
employer or family. 

Part of O’Brien’s job description is working on the U of 
M’s relationships with high school coaches across the state. 
During the Mason era, those relationships appeared to fray. 
The primary evidence was the plethora of Minnesota high 
school talent that left to play football elsewhere. Brewster is 
determined to stem that exodus. Fairness dictates waiting a 
few years before making any judgment on that score.

Gray was quoted in the papers as saying that the guilty ver-
dict was a “victory” for Jones. Perhaps. But the Gophers have 
other victories in mind—both on and off the field— 
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By Brian Johnson

To would-be base stealers, catchers 
are the long arm of the law. But 
a good prep baseball backstop 

doesn’t live on a strong arm alone. Lead-
ership skills come in handy, too.

“You look for someone to run the 
team,” said Cretin-Derham Hall coach 
Jim O’Neill, when asked what he looks 
for in a catcher. “He has the ball in his 
hand almost every play. He gives the 
signs and runs the defense. Having a 
catcher with a lot of energy is a plus. We 
get on our catchers to keep a good pace 
on the game. We don’t want him slowing 
the pitcher down.” 

Roosevelt coach Joe Protzmann wants 
his catchers to be steady, dependable and 
tough. Toiling in a physically demand-
ing position, the catcher has to “be able 
to stay positive and help keep the pitcher 
up when he’s starting to slide,” he said.

St. Thomas Academy coach Tony 
Cicalello said catchers have to be men-
tally tough. “They take a beating back 
there,” he said. “We look for a guy who 
has great leadership skills, can handle 
adversity and can lead by example.”

Central coach Adam Hunkins said his 
catchers have to be able to “throw well, 
block well and challenge people with 
their arms.” 

SPA coach Mike Brown looks for kids 
who have no fear of getting down to 
block a ball. “I don’t call pitches,” he said, 
“so we work with our catchers on what 
to look for behind the plate. They need 
to tell everyone where the ball’s going. 
And they have to be able to throw.”

Here’s a chance to catch up on area 
teams as they start the 2008 season:

Central
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 10-6 (9-3 in confer-
ence)
Coach: Adam Hunkins

Key players and their strengths:
• Willie Moore, senior first baseman. 

A solid defensive player.
• Ben Nelson, junior center fielder. 

Hit over .400 last year and is expected to 
produce similarly again.

• Laurence Ducker, senior shortstop/
second baseman. Handles the bat well 
and has some power. The team’s best all-
around player.

• Drew Gunderson, senior outfielder/

first baseman. Batted over .400 last year 
and should produce a lot of runs this 
spring.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Central 
plays a tight defense and has some ex-
perience with 13 seniors taking the field 
this spring. However, offense is a ques-
tion mark for the Minutemen, who 
graduated some good hitters. “It’s up 
in the air how many runs we’ll score,” 
Hunkins said.

Outlook: It looks to be a four-way race 
in the St. Paul City Conference among 
Como, Highland, Johnson and Central. 
“We should be very, very competitive,” 
Hunkins said.

cretin-derham hall
League: Suburban East Conference
Last year’s record: 26-4 (13-3)
Coach: Jim O’Neill

Key players and their strengths:
• Jacob Esch, senior pitcher/shortstop. 

An all-state selection and metro player 
of the year last year.

• Nate Swanson, senior pitcher. Ap-
peared in 11 games last year and will be 
a key starter this spring.

• Max Gregory, junior pitcher. Went 

6-2 on the mound last year and tossed 
a shutout in the state tournament semi-
finals.

• Dan Slagle, senior third baseman. 
Has good all-around talent.

• Tim Tysk-Bell, senior outfielder. A 
terrific outfielder and hitter.

• Curt Swanson, senior catcher. Had 
some big hits for the ’07 state champion-
ship team.

• Ryan Bohrer, senior infielder. A ver-
satile player.

Team strengths/weaknesses: CDH 
should have good depth at the key po-
sition—pitching. Three of the six letter-
winners back from last year’s team are 
pitchers. The Raiders also have some 
good young athletes, including play-
ers from a state champion VFW team. 
However, CDH graduated 14 players, 
including some key contributors on last 
year’s squad, so there are holes to plug.

Outlook: Top to bottom, the Suburban 
East is a tough league. Favorites include 
Park, Roseville, Mounds View, Stillwater 
and Forest Lake. CDH, the defending 
Class AAA state champs, expects to be 

Prep baseball preview
Local coaches find leaders who play out of a crouch

Highland Park catcher Sam Bisciglia keeps his eye on the ball behind the plate. 
Photo by Brad Stauffer
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By Bill Wagner

Playing competitive golf can result 
in some feisty behavior between 
players. However, you won’t see 

any of that attitude from Henry Sib-
ley senior Lizzy Carl, who is currently 
ranked among the top high school girls’ 
golfers in the state. It isn’t that Carl isn’t 
ultra-competitive. It’s just that she wants 
the people she is competing against to 
play well, too. That’s because the better 
they do, the better she does. 

“When your competition plays well, it 
helps you play up to that level,” she said.

“Lizzy roots for her opponents,” said 
Sibley coach Tony Kienitz. “She’s played 
against the top golfers in the state during 
her career and she’s constantly looking 
to improve. It really motivates her if oth-
ers do well.”

Carl may like to see others excel, but 
few have excelled as she has in the past 
couple of years. The Mendota Heights 
resident has made four straight trips 
to the state Class AA golf tournament, 

finishing 61st as an 8th-grader, 44th as 
a freshman, 11th as a sophomore, and 
second last year as a junior when she 
shot rounds of 77 and 78 over two days 
at Bunker Hills. 

The logical progression would be for 
Carl to win this year’s state tournament, 
especially since three-time defending 
champion Samantha Sommers of St. 
Cloud Apollo has graduated. But neither 
Carl nor her coach will predict it since 

Sibley’s Carl among state’s top girls’ golfers

sibley golfer c38
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3233 East 40th St.
612729-2358
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00

Just across the 
Ford Bridge in Mpls.

FIX-UP TIME
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
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AWARD
WINNING
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES(651) 486-0000

$250
PREMIUM DELUXE

1/2 HP OPENER

$250
Installed

Keyless Entry System $25.00

SAVE ON SERVICE
• 2 Springs on

Double Door $169.00
• 2 Cables on 

Residential Door $119.00
• 10 Point Safety Check and 

Tune-Up $69.95
• Chamberlain Gear Kit 

Change $119.00
Prices include: Trip, labor and parts, in the
Metro area during standard business hours.

LIFETIME WARRANTY
16’ X 7’ Raised Steel Panel

Installed Pricing
$77900

$63900

$54900

Removal & disposal of old door additional
Expires 12/20/07

Full 2” Thick Insulated
Steel Front & Steel Back

Insulated with
Vinyl Backer

Non-Insulated

Let Our Family
Serve Yours

We offer block rates. Call for details.

Local, independent,
Family owned

651 699 2442

Quality,  Cour teous & Reliable

Highland, Mac-Groveland,
Merriam Park, Crocus Hill,
West 7th & Desnoyer Park

We support the Ramsey County Resource Recovery Project. 
Using your trash to make electricity.

the field changes so much from year to year. 
(This year’s tournament will also move from 
two classes to three.) Still, they both like the 
way she has improved. 

“I can certainly see her being a state cham-
pion,” Kienitz said.

“I feel really good about my chances of win-
ning state,” Carl said.

Carl carries a 78-stroke average and likely 
will be the medalist in most of the matches 
she competes in this season. She is also a team 
captain and takes her leadership role seri-
ously.

There isn’t a single weak part of Carl’s 
game, Kienitz said. “It’s really something to 
see how steadily she’s improved,” he said. “She 
has gained 40-50 yards off the tee since her 
sophomore year. Her irons are accurate and 
her putting is sound. She has the least amount 
of putts per round on the team.”

However, the thing Kienitz likes most about 
Carl is not a physical attribute, but a mental 
one—how she plans her shots and makes ad-
justments. “She’s very steady,” he said. “If she 
has a bad hole, she doesn’t let it get her down. 
She knows that there are times when you have 
to make a good bogey.”

Carl’s excellence has been noticed by Divi-
sion I scouts and she has decided to play golf 
for Rutgers University next season. “I really 
like the East Coast,” said Carl, adding that she 

also has a good rapport with Scarlet Knights 
coach Maura Ballard. “I knew that I’d have a 
better chance to play there right away. They’re 
bringing in four freshmen. They have a  
developing team.”

Carl played softball until the 6th grade 
when her father John, a 4-handicap golfer 
at Mendakota Country Club, convinced her 
to drop the bat and pick up the clubs. She 
learned a lot about the game from her father 
and two older brothers—John Jr., who played 

golf for Sibley, and Mike, who played for St. 
Thomas Academy.

All four of them get together every once in 
a while and compete in rotating pairs in what 
Lizzy terms the Carl Cup. “It’s cutthroat,” she 
said.

Carl said she doesn’t get any special treat-
ment from family members on the links, de-
spite her status as the youngest sibling. From 
her sophomore year on, she said, her father 
and brothers wouldn’t play with her unless 

she shot from the men’s tees. “Now, when the 
four of us play, we’re pretty even,” she said.

Mom Nicky, who works as a speech pathol-
ogist for the St. Paul Public Schools, has never 
played much golf, but Carl said she may start 
this year.

Carl has two professional golfers that she re-
ally admires. One is 2003 U.S. Women’s Open 
champion Hilary Lunke of Edina. “It was nice 
to see a Minnesotan win it,” she said.

The other is Phil Mickelson. “He’s out-
standing, but it seems like he’s always second 
behind Tiger,” she said.

While her college career looms in her fu-
ture, Carl said her immediate goal is to help 
the Warriors, who were second in the Classic 
Suburban Conference last year, win the con-
ference title and perhaps go beyond that. 

She likes her role as team mentor. Carl 
also likes the potential of the Warriors’ No. 2 
player, sophomore Annie Leuman, who also 
plays at Mendakota, and thinks she can help 
her along. 

“I’ve watched her game grow,” Carl said. 
“She’ll give me some competition.”

Sibley won the Classic Suburban nine-hole 
meet at Inver Wood Golf Course on April 
15. Carl and Leuman both shot 35s as co- 
medalists. Carl also was the medalist with a 
35 and helped lead Sibley to a one-stroke vic-
tory over Hill-Murray in a conference meet 
on April 17 at Crystal Lake.
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for 2008 and beyond.

The winter game
St. Paul Academy baseball coach Mike Brown is normally 

a glass-half-full kind of guy. But when his Spartans took the 
field for their season opener at Blake on April 14, he admitted 
to being apprehensive. “We had just two outside practices be-
fore that game,” he said. “And one of them was in our parking 
lot. It makes it hard to get ready for a real game.” 

It may have shown. The Spartans coughed up six runs in 
the first inning en route to a 9-7 loss in a game that Brown 
described as painful to watch. “I don’t blame our guys 
though,” he said. “There’s only so much you can do when you 
practice in a gym.”

Like most high school teams, the Spartans were kept inside 
for weeks this spring by rotten weather. They had already 
postponed six games before playing at Blake. And now that 
spring has apparently arrived, there will be lots of baseball 
played in a short period, requiring lots of bodies. “Normally, 
we dress 14 for games,” Brown said. “We’re dressing 19 now 
because we need so many pitchers. They just can’t go more 
than three or four innings because their arms aren’t ready.”

Cretin-Derham Hall coach Jim O’Neill also frets about the 
arms race. The defending Class AAA champion Raiders had 

been outside just once before suffering a 5-2 loss at Hastings 
in their opener on April 9. “Normally, we’d have a few scrim-
mages in before a regular-season game,” O’Neill said. “The 
pitchers would get their work on a real mound and would be 
comfortable. The biggest problem for us at Hastings was the 
pitchers adjusting to strike zone again. We walked eight guys 
in the first four innings. Funny, our pitchers all looked like Cy 
Young when they were inside.”

For guys like Brown and O’Neill, practicing in a gym is 
more than monotonous. “There’s a limit to what you can do,” 
O’Neill said. “Outfielders can’t chase fly balls, for example. 
We’ll be fine once we get outside for a couple of days, but it’s 
like we’re still in spring training.”

At the University of St. Thomas, coach Dennis Denning 
had a bit of an advantage in that his team practiced in a big 
field house where they could work on double plays, cutoffs 
and the other little things that make his teams so good year in 
and year out. “There are 10,000 things we could do,” Denning 
said. “When you’re inside, the key is to use your time well and 
keep the players from getting bored.”

For three days last week, Denning waited by the phone for 
word from Concordia that the Tommies could head north 
to play a doubleheader in Moorhead. The word never came, 
the games were cancelled, and under MIAC rules they can’t 
be made up. The Tommies finally got outside on April 14 and 
swept archrival St. John’s.

When you’ve been coaching baseball for 31 years like 

Denning (17 at Cretin-Derham Hall and 14 at the University 
of St. Thomas), you learn to go with the Minnesota flow. 
“You just have to be ready to play ball when the opportunity 
presents itself” he said. 

Overdue honor for Maggie
One thing that hockey seems to do better than any other 

sport is honor its brethren. On April 22, Rod Magnuson was 
scheduled to be toasted and roasted at the annual Old Timers 
dinner.

At an age when most people tend to sit back and relax, 
Magnuson still spends his winter as an assistant boys’ hockey 
coach at Como Park. For years, however, he was a successful 
St. Paul City Conference head coach, making a pair of notable 
state tournament appearances with Johnson in the 1980s. He 
is a member of the Minnesota Coaches Hockey Hall of Fame 
and won the Cliff Thompson Award a few years back.

Many other accomplishments could be listed, but let’s cut 
to the chase: Magnuson is one of the nicest, most decent 
people you will ever find in coaching. Hockey could use more 
like him.

I know I could use more of his talent on the links. Though 
he’s a decade older than me, Magnuson is still nearly a scratch 
golfer. The only scratch some of us will ever see on the golf 
course is to our heads.

(Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.)
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Senior Lizzy Carl walks softly and carries a big stick for the Warriors. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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SCRUBBY’S TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC CAR WASH
1900 W 7TH ST, ST. PAUL

AS EASY AS...

1
Our voice activated 

pay station helps 
you through your 

transaction.

2
Our PRESOAK /
HIGH PRESSURE

action whisks away
road fi lm. Our triple

wax leaves
your vehicle

with a
brilliant luster.

3
After your wash 
is complete, our 

countdown timer 
assists you as you 
exit through our 

high velocity power 
dryers that remove 
95% of the spot-free 

rinse water.

Save 25% on your next purchase with
SCRUBBY’S CAR WASH VALUE SAVINGS CARD

MONTREAL

WEST SEVENTH

35E

Completely
Remodeled

You’ll Love
Our New Styles

BuyOne,
Get One
Free
On Eyeglasses
(up to $259)
Buy a complete pair (frame and lenses) at regular price and
receive a free complete pair – same prescription, valued up
to $259. First pair must be of equal or greater value to free
pair. Cannot be combined with any other offer, previous
purchases, vision and insurance plans, readers or non-
prescription sunglasses. Valid prescription required. Certain
brands excluded. Accessories are additional on both pairs.
Valid at participating locations. Discount off regular prices.
Void where prohibited. Some restrictions may apply. Savings
applied to lenses.

Eye Exams Available  •  6 Days a Week & Evenings.
b y  D r .  T r o y  E .  R a n d g a a r d

651-698-2744

Highland Village

2034 Ford Parkway

We accept most vision plans.

©2007. Pearle, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Invitation to Comment on
a Proposed Wireless

Telecommunications Facility
Interested persons are invited to comment 
on the wireless telecommunications facil-
ity proposed to be constructed at Groveland 
Park Elementary School, 2045 St. Clair Ave, 
St. Paul, MN, with respect to impacts on 
historic properties located at or near this facility, 
if any.  The facility will consist of installing six 
cellular antennas on the chimney and placing 
the associated equipment shelter on the 
north side of the school. Comments regard-
ing potential effects to historic properties 
should be submitted by mail to Regulatory 
Compliance Manager at 8550 W. Bryn 
Mawr, First Floor, Chicago, IL 60631, or by 
calling (773) 444-5429. Questions about this 
facility or this notice may also be directed to 
that address or phone number. This 
notice is provided in accordance  
with the regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 47 C.F.R. 
Part 1, Subpart I and Appendices B and C.

By Bill Wagner

Cretin-Derham Hall 
senior Jacob Esch  
does just about ev-

erything a baseball player can 
do—and he does them well. 
The 6-foot-3, 185-pound 
pitcher and shortstop batted 
.495 last year with six home 
runs and 46 RBIs. He was 8-0 
on the mound, with a spar-
kling 1.77 earned run average 
and is equally comfortable as 
a starter or reliever. And in 
the field, he has few peers in 
the state. 

“He’s our best all-around 
player,” said CDH coach Jim 
O’Neill, who has coached 
Esch since his sophomore 
year. 

And Esch does it best when 
it matters most. He led the 
Raiders to a record 11th state 
baseball championship last 
year by pitching two scoreless 
innings of relief in a 4-3 vic-
tory over Eden Prairie in the 
title game. 

Esch is also a formidable 
weapon on offense. Last 
year against Park of Cottage 
Grove, he hit homers on two 
consecutive at-bats—one a 
three-run shot and the other 
a grand slam.

He’ll do whatever it takes 
for his team. “I love to win,” 
he said.

The all-state pick and last 
year’s metro player of the year 
is back to his winning ways 
this spring, going four for five 
at the plate and pitching one 
scoreless inning in relief in a 
victory over Forest Lake on 
April 14.

The Raiders graduated 14 
players from last year’s state championship 
squad and Esch, one of the team captains, will 
be called on as a leader more than ever this 
year. It’s a role he relishes. 

“I’m not a yeller,” he said. “I try to be more 
of a leader by example. But if something needs 
to be said, I’ll come forward. You have to do 
what you can to help your team.”

Most gifted high school pitchers are effec-
tive because of their fastballs—they just rear 
back and let ’em rip. Though Esch’s heater is 
certainly good enough, he can also throw baf-
fling breaking balls and change speeds. And 
he keeps the ball in the strike zone. 

“My teammates say my best pitch is my 
changeup,” said the lanky right-hander. “But 
for me, it isn’t so much about what pitch I 
throw as where I put it. You just have to have 
confidence and challenge hitters.”

Esch can’t stress enough how important 
O’Neill has been to his game. “He knows 
how to out-coach other coaches,” he said. 
“He knows how to handle his players, how to 
handle different situations, how to get a team 
to play with confidence.”

Esch’s admiration for O’Neill made it easy 
for him to decide to play Division I ball next 
year on a scholarship from Georgia Tech Uni-
versity. Yellow Jackets coach Danny Hall took 
a shine to Esch after watching him play in the 
Area Code games, an interstate competition 
of all-star players from around the nation. 
Esch found a strong resemblance between 
Hall and O’Neill.

“Coach Hall and coach O’Neill go about 
their business in much the same way,” said 
Esch, who plans to major in math or science 
in college. “They’re both quiet, but they’ll get 
on you if they have to. It should be an easy 

transition.”
The Yellow Jackets weren’t the only folks 

looking at Esch, who is also a talented foot-
ball and basketball player. But the draw was 
strong to Georgia Tech, which has produced 
such major leaguers as Mark Teixeira, Nomar 
Garciaparra, Jason Varitek and Kevin Brown.

Esch expects no problem when he starts 
his college career this fall, except for adjust-
ing to the climate. “It’s hard,” he said, about the 
weather in Atlanta. “The humidity knocks the 
life out of you.”

Esch said he is not sure yet if he’s going to be 
more of a pitcher or a position player at Geor-
gia Tech. However, he does know that Hall 
will be giving him playing time as a fresh-
man. “He expects every freshman to be able 
to come in and play,” Esch said about Hall, 
whose program has prospered in the tough 
Atlantic Coast Conference.

Georgia Tech will be gaining an astute stu-
dent of the game. Esch, an avid Twins fan, 
fondly recalls his first major league hero. “It 
was Kirby Puckett,” he said. “He retired when 
I was 5, but I remember him well. He could do 
everything so well on the ballfield, and he had 
such fun playing the game.”

As a pitcher, Esch has another player who’s 
a hero—former Twin Johan Santana. “I just 
love watching him pitch,” Esch said. “Maybe 
it’s because I throw a changeup, and that’s his 
best pitch. Other people like to watch power 
pitchers, guys like Roger Clemens and Randy 
Johnson. I’m more of a finesse pitcher.” 

CDH, which was 2-1 as of press time, has 
three games scheduled in the next four days, 
including at home against Roseville at 4:15 
p.m. April 23, at Stillwater at 4:15 p.m. April 
25 and against St. Thomas Academy at 7:00 
p.m. April 26 at Midway Stadium.

CDH senior Jacob Esch gets set to bat during a win over 
visiting White Bear Lake on April 16. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Jacob Esch is threat at the plate 
and in the field for the Raiders 
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Mother’s Day Weekend at the 
State Fair Grandstand

Friday, May 9 • 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday, May 10 • 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sunday, May 11 • 12 noon–4 p.m.

Sunday is half price!

2,000+ plant varieties
Heirlooms • Climbers

750+ Perennials
Container specialties

Succulents • more!

Free 56-page catalog 
at co-ops, libraries,

coffeeshops, and our website

www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com

Knee Pain?

Open 6 Days A Week & Evenings
Call For An Appointment

Whether you are training for the next marathon or 
have simply started a new fitness plan, your body 

probably needs a tune up. Chiropractic adjustments 
balance your body for optimum function.

Sports Chiropractic
By aligning your joints for the most advantageous 
position, stress on the muscles and ligaments is 

equally distributed to minimize injury. Chiropractic 
care can work on your shoulders, elbows, 

hands, hips, knees and feet. Massage therapy, 
cold laser and acupuncture also offered.

730 Cleveland Ave. S. • 651-699-8610
www.langfordchiropractic.com

Chiropractic Clinic

Dr.Anne Langford
Diplomate in Pediatrics

Dr.Heather Karls
Certified Chiropractic Sports Practicioner
Certified Strength and Conditioning Expert

Join us for our Annual Meeting & Spring Concert
Thursday, May 22nd at 6:30 pm

®®

Hockey
Inline
Snow Boards
X Country
Baseball
Football
Golf
Soccer

WE BUY
AND SELL

USED &
NEW145 Snelling and Selby  (651) 698-3773

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

guaranteed lowest prices

Lacrosse
Golf & Baseball
“Best, Most Professional Service in St. Paul”

Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398

Elegant Selections
for

Weddings,
Graduations

&  Mother’s Day
Designer Jewelry

Collections

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

Mon.–Thurs.: 10-8, Fri.: 10-6, Sat.: 10-5, Sun.: 1-5

The second annual Cinco de Mayo 5K Run/Walk will be held 
at 9:00 a.m. Sunday, May 4, beginning at the Highland Pool, 
1840 Edgcumbe Road. The race will proceed along Edgcumbe 
to the Edgcumbe Playground, before looping back to the start. 
A quarter-mile children’s walk will begin at 8:45 a.m. Proceeds 
will benefit Minnesota Friends of the Orphans, 2052 Marshall 
Ave. The cost is $15-$20 in advance for the 5K run/walk ($20-
$25 on race day) and $8.00 for the children’s walk ($10 on race 
day). Prizes will be awarded to the top finishers and fundrais-
ers, and T-shirts will be given to all 5K participants. For a reg-
istration form, visit www.friendsoftheorphans.org/mn.

Former Central High School baseball players and their fam-
ilies are invited to come out for an alumni game against the 
current varsity team at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 17, at Dun-
ning Stadium. Alumni are welcome to play or just enjoy the 
cookout. For information, e-mail robin.selim@comcast.net or 
call 651-270-7410.

The Minnesota Thunder will open their home season against 
the Rochester Rhinos at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 4, at James 
Griffin Stadium at Central High School. Tickets range from 
$10-$17. Visit www.mnthunder.com or call 651-917-8326.

Sailing classes will once again be offered at Lake Phalen this 
summer by the St. Paul Division of Parks and Recreation. Stu-
dents from age 13 and through adult will learn essential skills 
in basic sailing during evening classes held twice a week start-
ing in June, July and August. The cost is $125. Register on-line 
at www.stpaul.gov/parks or call 651-772-7652.

Emily DePalma, a senior at Cretin-Derham Hall, has been 
selected for the U.S. Junior National Team that will be compet-
ing in the 2008 World Ultimate and Guts Championship in 
Vancouver, Canada, on August 2-9. More than 100 teams from 
30 countries will compete in the flying disc sport sponsored by 
the World Flying Disc Federation.

Juniors Meghan Weiss from Visitation School and Lauren Weis 
from Cretin-Derham Hall were honored as the state’s Class A 
and AA female swimmers of the year during the Minnesota 
all-state swimming and diving banquet on April 11. Weiss set 
state records in the 200- (1:52.33) and 100-yard (51.38) free-
style events, and anchored both of the winning relay teams 
for the Blazers, who won their third straight Class A state title 
this year. Weis, who has verbally committed to swim for the  
Gophers, set state Class AA records in the 200- (1:49.20) and 
500-yard (4:52.85) freestyle events, and was on the winning 
400 freestyle relay team for the Raiders, who finished third in 
the Class AA state meet.

The St. Paul Midway Lions beep baseball team, which is 
composed of sight-impaired players, will play a blindfolded 
“celebrity team” in an exhibition game at 12:45 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4, at Midway Stadium. The half-hour contest will precede 
a St. Paul Saints exhibition game. Among the celebrities will be 
a Saints player, Gene Marsh of Park Midway Bank, Sam Holl 
of TCF Bank in Lexington Park, Joe McKenzie of Highgrove 
Community Federal Credit Union and Bruce Larson of Klub 
Haus. Proceeds will benefit the beep ball team and Campaign 
SightFirst II to prevent blindness. Donations may be made by 

calling Jeff Fenske, program chairman for the Lions, at 651-
222-6700. For information on beep ball, visit www.nbba.org.

A Walk For Diabetes will be hosted by the Diabetes Awareness 
Club of the University of St. Thomas from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 9, in O’Shaughnessy Stadium on Cretin Avenue. 
Walkers are asked to gather pledges, with all donations going 
to the American Diabetes Association. There will be food and 
fun activities for all age groups. Contact Diabetes Awareness 
Club president Justin Conlin at 651-983-3066 or jconlin@
stthomas.edu or visit http://main.diabetes.org/goto/UST.

Lucy Meyer, a Highland Park resident and St. Paul Academy 
and Summit School student, and her teammates from Twin 
City Twisters took first place in Level 10 competition at the 
Minnesota State Gymnastics Meet this spring at Champlin 
Park High School. Meyer is a former regional champion and 
one of 28 from Twisters who were scheduled to compete at the 
Region 4 meet in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on April 18-20. 
Twisters teams took first place in all four USAG women’s levels 
7-10 at the state meet.

Sports Shorts

Highland Park Gymnastics sent two teams to the Midwest 
Amateur Gymnastic Association state meet in Glencoe, 
Minnesota, last month. The Dragons took first place in 
Division 6 and the Dragonflies finished second in Division 
5. The Dragons (top photo), from right to left, are Emily 
Kampa, Brett Schneider, Tavi Selim, Annalisa Dietz, Kinsey 
Bury, Elizabeth Carruth and Natalie Klutho. The Dragon-
flies (bottom photo), from left to right, are Leslie Fenske, 
Liz Schneeman, Claire Johnston, Mary Kampa, Emma 
Jaschke, Katie Sabo, Mae Hougo and Maggie Olson (not 
pictured is Anna Rose Schneider). Coaches are Kathy Bal-
zart, Katy Kieffer, Shannon Pates, Gina Daily, Elly Casper 
and Abe Garcia.
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A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

Top Dentists Award 2007
– MN Monthly Magazine

“Gentle, personalized, 
comfortable care for families.”

Paul & Charles Mendes

FREE
Consultations

    Cosmetic
• Veneers
• Bonding
• Smile Design
• Implants

*new patients only

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

And
4 Bite Wing  X-Rays

only
$89*

($189 value)

*new patients only

Professional
Teeth

Whitening

only
$99*

($339 value)

*new patients only

Mendes Family Dentistry 550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)  651-699-0404

in that mix. “There are no days off in this con-
ference,” O’Neill said. “Every team can swing 
the bat.”

henry sibley
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 8-15 (5-11)
Coach: Greg Fehrman

Key players and their strengths:
• Nat Friberg, senior first baseman. Good 

all-around player. 
• P.J. Zwach, senior catcher/third baseman. 

Hopes to come back strong after being side-
lined by an injury in 2007.

• Doug Jones, senior pitcher. An experi-
enced hurler who should pile up the innings.

• Santiago Morales, junior outfielder. An all-
conference player who covers a lot of ground.

• Kyle Pick, junior infielder. Another solid 
player who started half the games in ’07.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley has a lot 
of youthful enthusiasm, but a lack of expe-
rience means it may take some time for the 
Warriors to settle in and hit their stride.

Outlook: Sibley hopes to improve with each 
game and be in a position to do some damage 
by the playoffs. The team opened the season 
with a 2-1 loss to conference rival Mahtome-
di. Tartan, North St. Paul and Hill-Murray are 
other teams to beat in the conference. 

highland park
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 10-11 (8-4)
Coach: Peter Brown

Key players and their strengths:
• David Steele, senior first baseman. A big, 

strong kid who hits for power.
• Travis Zenda, senior shortstop. The Scots 

look for him to be a big contributor on offense 
as the lead-off hitter.  

• Teddy VanRanst, junior pitcher. A work-
horse in the starting rotation who batted .354 
last season.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Highland is a 
very athletic team that works hard and can 
swing the bat. Still, the Scots are young and 
growing pains are inevitable. The players will 
have to gain experience quickly to compete in 
the conference, Brown said.

Outlook: Como Park and Central will likely 
lead the pack this year, but Highland hopes to 
be in the mix. The team’s goals are to win the 
conference and get a good seed in the section 
playoffs.

minnehaha academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 21-4 (11-0)
Coach: David Glenn

Key players and their strengths:
• Mark Halstensgard, senior pitcher. Won 

nine games, hit .400 and was an all-state selec-
tion last year. 

• Peter Winter, senior first baseman. An all-
conference honoree and one of the top hitters 
in the metro area last year with a .500 average. 
Set school records in hits, RBIs and doubles.

• Jake Scholl, senior center fielder. A decent 
hitter and standout center fielder.

• Kyle Johnson, senior pitcher/infielder. Is 
100 percent again after a knee injury.

• Alex Bruneau, junior pitcher/outfielder. A 
fast lefty with good movement on his pitches. 

• Alec Johnson, sophomore catcher. A good 
hitter and solid behind the plate.

• Jack Johnson, sophomore left fielder. Has 
stellar defensive skills. The team’s best hitter 
during a preseason tournament in Florida.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minnehaha has 
good team defense, promising young talent 
(the junior varsity was 17-1 last year) and a 
handful of key seniors who return from last 
year’s 21-win campaign. Hitting should not be 
a problem and the Redhawks return a couple 
of solid pitchers. Overall, the team is quite 
young, with seven sophomores on a varsity 
squad that lost seven seniors from 2007.

Outlook: Breck, Blake, St. Anthony, and Con-
cordia are among the teams to beat in a bal-
anced conference. Minnehaha expects to be 
with them if the young talent comes through.

roosevelt
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 6-17 (3-9)
Coach: Joe Protzmann

Key players and their strengths:
• Brian Snow, junior center fielder. A team 

leader and the only returning starter from last 
season. Also fills in on the mound.

• Krystal Kersten, senior first baseman/
pitcher. Roosevelt’s lone senior will see dou-
ble duty as a spot relief pitcher and will hold 
down the fort at first. 

• Colburn Kersten, freshman shortstop/
pitcher. Has a bright future. Arguably the 
team’s best player.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roosevelt has 
some good young athletes who are eager to 
play and grow together as a team. The Ted-
dies lack varsity experience, with eight of last 
year’s starters having graduated.

Outlook: Washburn and South are at the top 
of the heap in the Mill City conference. Roos-
evelt may be two years from contending.

st. paul academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 9-13 (7-4)
Coach: Mike Brown

Key players and their strengths:
• Travis Churchward, senior pitcher/infield-

er. A control pitcher who is adept at changing 
speeds.

• Peter Schwartz, senior pitcher/outfielder. 
A lefty who will pitch and play center field. 
Swings the bat well.

• Terry Schwartz, senior pitcher/outfielder. 
A righty who’s Peter’s mirror image. Has good 
speed and plays a good all-around game.

• Austin Lilly, senior shortstop/second 
baseman. Has good range and good hands.

• Chris Kradle, senior first baseman/out-
fielder. A very good defensive player who may 
also pitch.

• Mike Falvey, junior catcher. A solid defen-
sive catcher who calls a good game. 

• Jonah Finkelstein, senior catcher. One of 
the most dedicated kids on the team. May see 
time at designated hitter.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA has experi-
ence and is strong defensively, especially in the 
outfield. The team has good speed and should 
be able to score runs. The Spartans have solid 
pitching, but nobody who dominates.

Outlook: SPA hopes to move up in the confer-
ence standings and get to the double elimina-
tion round of the section playoffs. “We want 
to have a chance to win in the fifth inning,” 
Brown said. Blake, Minnehaha Academy and 
St. Anthony will test SPA’s mettle in the tough 
Tri-Metro.

st. thomas academy
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 18-9 (10-6)
Coach: Tony Cicalello

Key players and their strengths:
• Robbie Vannelli, pitcher/outfielder. A 

team leader with a great work ethic. One of 
the Cadets’ top pitchers.

• Max Casper, senior shortstop/pitcher. A 
three-year starter with a great glove.

• Dan Brennan, senior third baseman. Solid 
defensively and swings a mean stick.

Team strengths/weaknesses: STA has a 
strong work ethic, senior leadership and team 
chemistry. The players seem to push each oth-
er in a positive way. However, the Cadets are 
young in several positions.

Outlook: Tartan and North St. Paul are among 
the elite teams in the competitive Classic Sub-
urban. “But everyone is pretty solid,” Cicalello 
said. “We should be in a very competitive 
conference this year. Our goal is to be in every 
game and to be playing our best ball at the end 
of the year.”

37b baseball preview

Business a little flabby? Try our Health & Fitness issue.
(Imagine what 130,000-plus readers might do to pump up sales.) 

Serving the St. Paul neighborhoods of Highland Park, Macalester-Groveland, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Summit-University, Summit 
Hill, West 7th/Fort Road and Downtown; the Minneapolis neighborhoods of Hiawatha and Minnehaha; and suburban Mendota, Mendota Heights and Lilydale.
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Villager readers are
very health-conscious. 
Hence the popularity of our 
Health and Fitness issue. 
130,000-plus affluent*
readers can make your 
marketing plan perform 
like it’s on steroids. 
Having to handle so 
many customers might 
just help get you 
in shape, too.

UPCOMING HEALTH & FITNESS ISSUE:    
May 7

Deadline: April 30
To reserve your advertisement, call 651-699-1462

or e-mail displayads@myvillager.com
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Classifieds
home improvementS

TURNING POINT Woodworks. 
Quality wood turning/carving. Your 
vintage home specialist. 651- 
698-4227.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish work, basements, bath-
rooms, drywall/repair; reliable;  
20 years; Mike Foster, 651- 
216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOM RE-HAB!!!*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
Basement bathrooms installed.     
612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Replace 
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds,  
water heater, etc. 612-275-9815.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling 
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile, 
custom plaster and texturing,  
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry; 
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,  
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame, 
trim, finish, door problems. Call 
Dave, Nice Finish Construction, 
612-282-5431. Since 1973.

CAN’T DECIDE paint colors? 
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth, 
651-292-0488.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub 
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed 
(#20454530). Insured. 612-702-0761.

home improvementS

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 651-
9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 .  H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

PAINTING, wallpaper removal, 
skim coating, textured ceilings, 
knockdowns. Stain/varnishing, 
small wall repair. Average home 
$600; average 3 rooms, $200; av-
erage garage, $200; Painter Jim, 
651-698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths, 
basement refinishing, remodel- 
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for a free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. 
New Additions, Decks, Fences, 
Porches. Reasonable rates. 
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building 
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;  
651-285-3237, cell.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install,  
refinish, repair. Estimates. Residen
tial/Commercial. 763-444-9048.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex-
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat, 
water damage, knockdown, dry-
wall, paper hanging; free estimates; 
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residen-
tial roofing. References. Licensed. 
Insured. 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Window wells. Decks. Porches, 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

HOUSE PAINTING/REPAIR.  Wood 
frames/stucco, power washing, 
color matching. Best workmanship, 
price guaranteed; free estimates. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

REAL Estate /land

HIGHLAND REALTY'S Michael 
Shields is a Seller Representative 
Specialist. 651-699-5228.

HIGHLAND HOME. 1377 Prior Ave 
S, 3 bdrm., 1.5 bath, $1,350 + util., 
avail. May 1. Contact Paul, 612-
597-9478.

REAL Estate wanted

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your         
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

YES, WE’RE Buying!!! Older Rugs, 
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE 
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks; 
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469. 
TOP CASH PAID.

home improvementS

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con
sulting. 651-771-8693.

garage/moving/misc.

GARAGE & BAKE Sale. Fri., May 2, 
1 0 - 2  a n d  S a t . ,  M a y  3 ,  
9-1. Central Presbyterian Church, 
Cedar at Exchange. Household 
items, clothing, etc. Proceeds go to 
local mission causes.

ST. MARY'S Annual Rummage 
Sale! Sat., May 3, 9-4. Great deals 
on toys, clothing, books and large 
selection of household items. 1895 
Laurel Ave. 651-646-6175; www.
saintmarysepiscopal.org.

*BIG BOOK SALE!!*
Book club members need shelf 
space. Fiction, non-fiction and 
more. Many multiple copies. All pro-
ceeds to literacy groups. Sat., May 
3, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., 1713 Lincoln Ave., 
St. Paul. 

YARD SALE. May 2-3, 9-5. 60 years 
of household goods. Everything 
must go! No early birds. No checks. 
948 Linwood Ave.

MOVING SALE, 2000 Carroll Ave. 
Lots of stuff cheap. April 25-26, 10-3.

NON-PROFIT SALE for Girl Scout 
Troup. Sat., May 3, 8-2:30, 423 
Saratoga St. So. at Palace. Great 
stuff for a great cause!

IT'S BACK! Alley Sale, 1400 block 
of James/Palace. Thurs.-Fri., May 
1 & 2, 8-4.

REAL Estate /land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

ASSESSED PROPERTY value too 
high? Tax Abatement Appraisals: 
$345. 651-690-3018.

*WE BUY HOUSES*
Cash or Terms. Call Eric at 612-
419-5067.

SUPERB LOCATION. 3720 
Edmund Blvd. overlooking pic-
turesque W River Pkwy. 4 BR 
up, 3 BA, 2 fireplaces, gleem-
ing hdwd. floors, built-ins & 2-car  
garage. Large master suite with 3/4 
bath, walk-in closet, sun deck, LL 
amusement room & bonus work 
shop. Bike/walking trails out your 
front door. Priced $624,999. Call 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, Dale 
Bauley, 612-709-8822.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.com.

ATTN: STORES/Wholesalers! Buy 
fast-selling products@ZLC, 1-866-
464-6952 x203; mention discount 
code LC21391.

LOCAL FURNITURE Broker. 39 
years' experience. Sleeper 75", 
$499; 3 pce Sectional 94", $799; 5 
pce Sectional $799; 2 pce Sectional 
$679. All new. Ed, 612-202-1874.

FUTON SET; new dvd combo/20" 
full screen digital TV; harvest table, 
1960 jewel lights, varied sized fold-
ing tables. Moving overseas, 651- 
489-3189. Will accept buy out at $315.

antiques

ENTIRE COLLECTION of 3,270 
pieces European handcut colored 
crystal. Rare collection of engraved 
European crystal of all kinds, shapes 
& sizes. Indescribable beauty! All col-
ors encased between two layers of 
glass. Consistently going up in value 
due to uniqueness and rarity. 612- 
721-1523.

garage/moving/misc.

HUGE SALE. Great treasures, 
housewares, clothing & more.  
St. John the Evangelist Episcopal 
Church, Portland & Kent (one block 
NE of Summit & Dale). Sat., May 3, 
9:30-3:00. Bag Sale, Mon., May 5, 
9:00-11:00. 

RANDOLPH HEIGHTS School, 
348 S. Hamline. Rummage Sale. 
Sat., April 26 from 9-2.

H U G E  RU M M AG E  S A L E .  
St. Mark's auditorium, Dayton & 
Moore Avenues, 9-4, FRIDAY and 
SATURDAY, April 25-26, Sunday 
9-12.

SUMMIT HILL NEIGHBORHOOD-
WIDE GARAGE SALE. Sat., May 
3, 9-5. Big as ever! Get "sales  
location maps" after May 1 online 
at www.summithillassociation.org 
or pick up at Linwood Rec Center, 
860 St. Clair Ave. or on day of 
event at each sale location. Look 
for "Neighborhood Garage Sale" 
yellow & black signs. Questions? 
651-222-1222.

Pates Roofing
 Finest in Residential Roofing
        651690-3956
           Serving Community 25 Years

•Licensed 
•Bonded 
•Insured STATE LIC.#20155317

BBB
®

How do I place a 
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.

10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.
All want ads are prepaid by either cash,

check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: May 7         Deadline: April 30

Hot Soups • Gifts
769 Cleveland Avenue

at Ford Parkway • 651-699-5448
649 Snelling Avenue

at Scheffer • 651-695-1960

Winner 2007 UptoWn Coffee festival

Drawing & Painting Lessons
Ages 5 to Adult
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Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

14.30

18.70

23.10

00.00

11.00 minimum

15.40

19.80

24.20

00.00

12.10

16.50

20.90

25.30

00.00

13.20

17.60

22.00

26.40

00.00   Classified ads are $1.10 a word, $11.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash, check or  
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 For Sale
 Antiques
 Garage/Moving/Misc.
 Autos, Boats, Mtrcycles
 Real Estate
 Wanted to Buy
 �Home Improvements
 �Home Services
 Housecleaning
 Commercial Services
 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 Income Tax & Accounting
 Office Services

 Computer/Internet
 Insurance
�Professional Services
 �Special Services
 Personal Services
 House/Pet Sitting
 Health & Beauty/Massage
 Sewing/Embroidery
 Photography/Video
 Music Instruction
 Piano Tuning/Repair
 Instruction
 Help Wanted

 Business Opportunity
 Child Care
 �Child Care Wanted
 Home Health Care �
 For Rent Residential
 For Rent Commercial
 Garage/Storage 
 Wanted to Rent
� Roommates
 �Vacation
 Personals
 Lost & Found
 Free! Free! Free!

Want ad worksheet.
(You need not use this form to place a want ad.)

For more information, call 651-699-1462.
Check Classification Here

 I’d like my classified ad to be worded like this. (one word per blank):

Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

30% off
Free Consultation
Free Installation

651.204.6526

Continued page 43
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Service Directory
home improvementS

T & D ASPHALT repair, potholes, 
patches, aprons, sealcoating. 
Bobcat service. Free estimate. 
651-734-3021.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years exceptional exper- 
ience! Martin, 612-729-2487.

INTERIOR WOODWORKING, 
doors, windows, cabinets, stairs, 
hand rails, baseboard, casing, 
crown molding, etc. References 
available. Free estimates. Call Tom, 
Acker Interior Woodworking, 612-
849-4618.

PAINTING. SKILLFUL Painter for 
interior/exterior. Thorough prep to 
ensure great results. Color consult-
ing, plaster repair, glazing. Helen, 
651-644-0645.

RETIRED MASTER Plumber. 
Restore water pressure, eliminate 
drainage problems; add, replace 
or repair fixtures. Unbeatable rates. 
612-968-9727.

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR paint-
ing & repairs. Quality work, clean, 
professional, reliable. Prompt esti-
mates; excellent references. Have 
it done right! Contact Randy, 651- 
773-1011 or Roger, 651-470-5020.

Home Services

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot 
or even assist the homeowner; 
651-230-8339, lve. msge. All calls 
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat 
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’ 
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477. 
www.specialbindings.com.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, I haul. 
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

FURNITURE REFINISHING. 
Furniture repair, stripping & re-
finishing. Quality work, 32 years 
in business. Oak Plus, 612- 
724-5151.

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN/
Carpentry. No job/s too small. 
Reasonable rates. 651-285-3237; 
651-222-1992.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

*I DO WINDOWS*
Call Chris at 651-645-1451.

home improvementS

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace rot-
ten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

R I V E R  C I T Y  H a r d wo o d s . 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

REFACE existing cabinets with 
new real wood fronts, end pan-
els, doors/drawer fronts. Special 
attention to detail. 35 years' ex-
perience. Free estimate. Pat, 612- 
529-8816. 

GOODMANSON CONSTRUC
TION. Driveways, patios, steps, 
walks, retaining walls. Think spring! 
Estimate your project today. Call 
Bryan Dan, Mac-Grove resident, 
651-636-4996; www.goodmanson 
construction.com.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

ARBORS, WOODEN Fences and 
Platform Decks. Call Keith, 612-
839-7655.

*WINDOWS*
Replacement windows installed, 
maintenance free, several styles. 
651-755-8766.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/ 
Insured. Professional Quality at a 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623. 
Paul.

PAINTING BY Dennis Winge! We 
do it all. 651-270-7905, more info.

FREE ESTIMATES, $25.00 gas 
card with each accepted job. 
Established, local, l icensed,  
masonry contractor specializing 
in replacing sidewalks, drives and 
steps. We work with concrete, 
stone and brick and are restora-
tion specialist. Quality work for 
good value. Call Doug at 651- 
645-8517.

CERAMIC TILE. Expert restoration 
repairs, construction and design; 30 
years; 651-458-9708.

PAINTING. Interior & Exterior. 
Includes Power wash. Highland. 
References. Experienced. Reas. 
Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Drives, 
patios, walks, floors, brick/block, re-
taining walls, chimney repair/tuck-
pointing. 612-321-0842.

LET'S CREATE your new deck, 
pergola, arbor. Design build. Eliot 
Stadler, 651-785-3873.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry, 
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured; 
651-699-7077.

*PAINTING*
Interior/Exterior. Professional 
quality work. Water damage,  
repair, plaster, handyman services, 
carpentry, enameling, windows  
and doors. 651-735-3349.

CONCRETE WORK: steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

SULLIVAN STONEWORKS for  
all your stonework needs. Call Jim, 
651-210-8741.

CERAMIC TILE, floors/bathrooms. 
For free estimate, call Frank, 651-
276-7094.

HOUSE REPAIR and RENO
VATION. Whether upgrading, ex-
panding or just doing maintenance 
or repair; very satisfied, long-term 
clients; personable, flexible and 
very conscientious, 15 years +; 
651-765-0742, Paul.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. An 
affordable, full service company. 
SPRING IS HERE. Call now for 
best rates on exterior in '08. 651-
246-2869.

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation ServicesI

Build
GARAGES

EASY TO WORK WITH

REASONABLE RATES

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack

SPRING CLEANUPS
                        • Weekly Mowing Contracts
                                         • Fertilizing
                                      • Landscaping

                                 Gallagher Property
                            Maintenance, Inc.

                               “EXPECT THE BEST”

                                           651-690-471017 years experience

SPRING
                        • Weekly
                                         • 
                                      • 

                                 

FREE
Spring Clean-up

with seasonal
contract

. . 

• STEPS • SLABS
• SIDEWALKS

No Job Too Small!
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

       
612824-9428
651227-3078

A.G.  PAsILLAs

Tom’s Lawn Care
One-Time to Weekly Rates

Seasonal Contracts
651-455-9329

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

Architectural
Millwork

enduring Design

Neighborhood
Friendly

kernlandscaping.com

We Also Sell:
• Decorative

Landscape Rock
• Soil Ammendments 

(compost)
• Top Soil & Sand
• Decorative 

Landscape Mulches

We Accept:

Sod &
Soil
Stumps
Brush
Yard 
Waste

Start off your spring garden. 
We have composted manure

Landscape Supplies
Environmental processing

We Deliver All Products

Pierce Butler & 915 No. Albert 
(3 blocks east of Snelling) 651646-1553

M-F 8aM – 5:30pM • Sat 9aM – 4pM

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate

•Steps •Floors •Sidewalks
• Patios • Custom Work • Footings

•Stone Steps
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Continued page 44

651.917.2881
www.proteampaintingplus.com

Call Duane for a prompt FREE estimate

LICENSED & INSURED, LIC# 20583395

Proud Supporter of the Ronald McDonald House Charities,
Upper Midwest. 2% Net Profit is donated to the House.

ONE STOP FULL SERVICE
QUALITY * SERVICE * INTEGRITY

Painting
Exterior
Interior
Carpentry Repairs
Woodworking
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Service Directory
L
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn and Landscaping. 
Quality work and competitive 
rates. Commercial/Residential. 
Landscaping services include 
grading, sodding, decorative rock 
& wood mulch gardens. Retaining 
walls, patios, sidewalks & drive-
ways. Weekly lawn cutting, weed 
& feed. Free estimates. Licensed. 
Insured. References available upon 
request.

THE BEST Landscaping Design 
Services. Retaining walls, walks 
& patios, grading, sodding, trees/
shrubs/plantings, ponds; Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping, Inc., 651-
227-2584.

T I M ’ S  G R A S S  C U T T I N G . 
Seasonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups; 
gutter cleaning/repair; dethatching, 
tree/bush service; 651-699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John, 
612-328-6893.

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, 
sod, dirt. General hauling/excavat-
ing, tree trimming/removal. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Accept 
credit cards. References. Loren, 
651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes. 
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Spring cleanups, mow-
ing. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
690-2427; cell 651-757-6339.

N/S LAWN SNOW. Call 651- 
776-5929 for estimates. Appre-ciate 
your business.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn Care. 
Personal, professional. Spring 
cleanups. Weekly lawn. Edging, 
hedging & more. Tree trimming/
stump removal. Reasonable. Now 
taking new contracts. Commercial/
Residential. 651-775-0248.

*BEAGLE LANDSCAPING LLC*
Residential, commercial 4-season 
property care. Spring cleanups. 
Monthly mowing contracts. 651-
775-2035.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serving 
the area for over 20 years. Family 
owned & operated. 651-699-9315; 
651-442-1325.

*100 MONTHLY CONTRACTS*
Full service lawn care. Exper
ienced, reliable; Jeff, cell 651- 
276-4396.

MOWING/WEED WHACKING. 
Yard Cleanup/Tilling. Any/all 
Outdoor Needs! Zach BOS,  
651-341-6133.

SORENSEN LAWN Care, 20 
years serving St. Paul. Mowing, 
Fertilization/Weed Control, Aera
tion, Spring and Fall Cleanups.  
Call Jeff for a free estimate: 651- 
695-1230. www.SorensenLawn 
Care.com.

SADOWSKI BROS. Landscaping. 
We do it all. Reasonable rates. 
No job is too big or too small. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 651- 
353-3870.

METRO LAWN & Snow. Spring 
cleanup. Full lawn service, gutters, 
trees & bushes; 651-690-5227.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

STUDENT/ST. THOMAS, reliable 
lawn mowing, trimming and blow-
ing; call Andrew, 651-645-3940.

*PRO GREEN LAWN SERVICE*
Mowing, Cleanups, Dethatching, 
Fer ti l ization, Aeration. 651- 
442-8351.

Home Services

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or 
Repairs. State Lic. #20581059. 
Troy's Decks & Fence, 651- 
210-1387.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/gutter 
cleaning, power washing, 10 years' 
experience, insured, references, 
free estimates. Jeremy, SkyBlue 
Windows, 651-503-0996.

*CHIMNEY REPAIR*
Flues, brick, tuckpointing. Mark, 
651-353-3870.

HIGHLAND PARK Painting: Interior/
Exterior. Power washing, decks, 
gutters, tree removal. Reasonable 
rates. 651-216-6548.

OLD WINDOW Tune-Up. Sash 
cord replacement. Weather sealing. 
Security bolts. Complete mainte-
nance. Mike, 612-722-3328.

LOOKING FOR: Painting, gut-
ter cleaning, raking, mowing, 
weed pulling; odd jobs; Jim 651- 
698-0840.

GUTTER CLEANING and Gutter 
Screening. Since 1990. Call Mike, 
651-646-4000.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

ARE YOU A CLUTTER BUG?  
Piles of stuff everywhere? Feeling 
overwhelmed? Need help organiz-
ing? I can turn a cluttered, crowded, 
junked-up space into a space that 
feels calm, orderly and expansive. 
Flexible hours/reasonable rates. 
Sandy, 651-330-7633.

JUNK/BRUSH hauling, cleanup. 
Prompt, courteous response. Call 
John, 651-387-2955.

GUTTER CLEANING. $50 most 
homes. Call for free quote. 651-
343-3944.

Housecleaning

HOUSECLEANING, specializing 
in one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s 
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service. 
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable; 
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695; 
651-792-6953. 

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Service. Licensed. Insured. Sisters 
in business and now expanding. 
651-730-4124.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED House
cleaning. Honest, reliable, excellent 
references; 651-293-1273.

HOUSECLEANING. Sister duo, 
over 10 years' experience. Fantastic 
references, free estimates. 612-
708-0843, Sasha.

SPARKLING CLEAN! Detailed, 
organized, reasonable rates. 
Experienced, good references. 
Free estimates. Maria, 651- 
245-9027.

AUTUMN DAY Cleaning. Experi
enced, organized, reliable, ref-
erences, supplies provided. 
Only 17/hour! Stephanie, 651- 
699-1512.

NATIVE WINGS. Reasonable rates. 
Call today for a clean home tomor-
row! Nancy, 651-312-1461.

A-1 Ceiling Specialists
The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair • Interior Painting
Larry Forsman 651698-7653

5% OFF with this ad

• Water Damage Specialist
• 20+ yrs. experience
• Guaranteed service
• Fully insured

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Pella® Windows…
The best double-hung 
replacement windows 

on the market!
Buy 6 or more Pella® Windows
at the same time and receive a 

$70 per window rebate
         Good thru May 31, 2008

MN License # 20215516

Home Customizers, Inc.
(651) 690-5964

 Sunrise
Design ~ Build ~ Remodel

� inking of remodeling?
Finding it hard to come up with the right ideas, at the right price?

You owe it to yourself to call us.
We know how to work with you to give you a superior product.

Let us demonstrate how our dra� ing program allows you to
view every feature of your home. See it before it is built!

Dan Jozefow  651-303-9000    Mark Leigh  651-303-7753
Exceptional Design — Fine Cra� smanship — Personal Service — Lasting Value

MN License #8964    www.SunriseDesignBuild.com

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

Mike Hage

• Tinting & Stamping
• Steps
• Walkways
• Driveways
• Patios
• Garage Floors
• Retaining Walls
• Brick & Stone

• Pavers  • Tuckpointing  • Remodeling  • More!!

“Now you
 have a
 friend in the
 concrete,
 masonry &
 Home
 Improvement
 Business”

Family owned & operated. A trusted and
respected name since 1930. Free Estimates.

“Hage” quality & service made affordable.

Don’t delay, call today. 651-366-6891
Visit us online at www.mikehageconcrete.com

                           Expert Climbers • Professional Service
                           Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

                           The latest in yard friendly equipment
                           Ariel lift trucks • Large tree specialists 

Residential
Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed &
Insured

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

Complete Tree Service L.L.C.

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

24 HOUR SERVICE

651.690.1551
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105

CONNECT WITH US
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL
A FULL SERVICE ELECTRICAL COMPANY
Safe • Prompt • Dependable

Neat • Courteous
BONDED • LICENSED • INSURED

CONNECT WITH US
HAGE

C O N C R E T E
W O R K S

SINCE 1930

HAGE
C O N C R E T E

W O R K S

651.690.4243
2030 St. Clair Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

www.hageconcrete.com
Custom Design Work • Decorative Concrete

Sidewalks • Steps • Driveways
Patios • Brick • Stone • Pavers

Lifetime No-Crack Guarantee

CRACKS

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 24 years

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

STOERZINGER
CONSTRUCTION

 • Garages • Roofing
 • Additions • Remodeling
 • Patios • Decks & Siding
 • All Concrete Work
 • Storm Restoration
651-653-7080
Free Estimates

Bonded • Insured
MN Lic. #20186753

CAVANAUGH MASONRY, INC
RESTORATION & REPAIR

Scott
651-453-1781

MN ID: 20264470

Masonry Repair Specialist
                   Steps

               Brick & Stonework
        Limestone Foundations

J&R Cabinet Sales
651/485-5908
www.jandrcabinetsales.com

Amish Custom Cabinets

Continued
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Service Directory
Computer/Internet

SENIORS, CROSS THE RIVER/
BECOME MORE COMPUTER 
LITERATE! SeniorNet, a national 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
teaching computer literacy to adults 
over 50, has trained over 2500 se-
niors at their Learning  Center in 
Minneapolis near the Basilica and 
Walker Art Museum, only fifteen  
minutes from Highland! Small 
classes, taught by patient seniors, 
meet 2 hours once weekly  for 4 
weeks, $25. (Basics, E-mail, 
Internet, Photo elements, Word 
Processing, etc.) Parking, $2.50. 
Starts April 28. Information: 612-
659-6253.

pet sitting/pet care

A HELPING PAW. Amanda, 612-
205-0587. www.ahelpingpawtc.
com.

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

Health & Fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

NATURAL SOLUTIONS for Chil
dren with ADD/ADHD. Katelyn 
Maria MA, LICSW, 651-646-8306. 
22 years working with children. 

*TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE*
6 week Extreme Makeover! April 
30. Sponsored by St. Paul Jaycees. 
www.aspirechiro.com. Call 651-
294-2332 to register.

Sewing/Embroidery

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations & 
Custom Sewing. Weddings, Custom 
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms, 
and much more. 925 Selby Ave. 
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tai lor ing. Women/Men. 712 
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline 
coats; wedding dresses; win- 
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL SEAMSTRESS. 
Creative! 12 years' experience. 
Kim, cell 651-233-0075; 651- 
340-0645.

entertainment/music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

catering
CATER WAITER. Having a lun-
cheon, dinner or special occasion? 
Let our professionally trained wait 
staff help you. 651-695-8012.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s . 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 651-
698-9604 or e-mail fiebigerj@
qwest.net.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/snow

EXTERIOR DRAIN TILE systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

*STONEGATE LAWN CARE*
Weekly mowing, fertilizing, aerat-
ing. Residential/commercial. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 612-581-8568.

COME HOME to a Natural Oasis! 
Verbena Design and Landscaping 
creates healthy outdoor spaces 
that suit your needs. Raingardens. 
Garden Renovations. Design. Build. 
Maintain. Art Meets Ecology in your 
Back Yard. Carleen, 612-590-5199. 
www.verbenadesign.com.

GARDEN HANDS, INC. Garden 
planning and maintenance, B.S in 
Horticulture and member of U of 
Minn. Master Gardener program. 
952-292-2379.

SPRING CLEANUPS from $59. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! Call for 
free quote. 651-343-3944.

LAWN MOWING from $20/cut. 
Discounts available. Call for free 
quote. 651-343-3944.

HEDGE & BUSH trimming, land-
scaping, hauling; experienced, 
prompt; Mike, 651-460-8102; 651-
214-1309.

DOMESTIC SERVICES. Tree and 
brush removal. Yard cleanups. No 
job too small. Tom, 651-341-8353.

SVARE LAWN Service. Spring 
cleanup. Summer maintenance. 
Year round. 651-323-7311.

GARDEN SERVICES. Coaching, 
maintenance, design, install, 
specialty gardening, clean-up, 
more. Professional Horticulturist.  
dirtflower llc, licensed, insured. 651-
260-4699; becky@dirtflower.com. 

THAT STUMP WON'T MOVE 
ITSELF! Call Stump Grinding. Free 
estimates. 952-607-7487.

financial services

NEED LOANS? Home improve-
ment/construction. Toll free 1-866-
684-2777 (customer ID 62998). 
www.atlowcostloans.com.

Office & graphics

WRITE AWAY Word Processing. 
651-690-4779. Transcr iption  
spec ia l iz ing medica l / lega l . 
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

Computer/Internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $40/hour,  
15 years' experience;  Eric, 651-
274-4072.

Strippers
                                SINCE 1964

FURNITURE RESTORATION
• Furniture & Woodwork Stripping
• Repair Old & New Furniture
• Refinishing  • Caning
• Upholstery   • Rushing
• Reproduction Hardware
• Retail Supplies For
   Do-It-Yourselfers
• Pick-Up & Delivery Available

 651-645-0678
1698 SelbY Av St PAUl

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

The Best Care Year-Round

651714-4100
David Jarecke • 15 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/ Insured

SEASONS
PAINTING

• Plaster Repairs
• Water Storm Damage

• Skim Coating
• Wallpaper Removal
• Painting of All Kinds

• Texturing of All Kinds

Naturally Beautiful
Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

• Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
• Spot Repairable  • Easy Maintenance
• Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring  • Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at

Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

Don’s Electric
• Service Upgrades

• Remodels   • Repairs
Free Estimates

Licensed #CA00530  • Bonded  • Insured
Cell 612-386-7366    Office 651-647-1480

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Wagner’s

PLASTERING
Specializing In

Wall & Ceiling Repair
Water Damage • Skim Coating

We Match Most Textures

 651-772-4323 Free
Estimates

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Garage Slabs • Driveways

• Patterned Concrete
• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

  y u s t
architectural

Thoughtful Remodels & Additions
Free Initial Consultation

651 .  225 .  9601

Jeff Menard
Landscape

                  Drainage problems?
Retaining Walls

Patios – Steps – Walks
651•436•6568

Landscape

FINISH CARPENTRY
Cabinets • Built-Ins

Doors • Windows
Staircases

bIRdHouSE dESIgN & woodwoRkINg
Andy Yoakum 763-807-7400

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates • 30 yrs. Exp.

Excavation Available
612-729-1298

J & T Landscaping
	 • Paver Patios & Sidewalks
	 • Retaining Walls
	 • Sod
	 • Wet Basement Solutions
	 • Mulch & Rock Beds

          (651) 269-5379
                Call today for your free estimate

Low Spring Rates!
BC-20617310

Over 30 Years Experience
 • Driveways • Overlays • Patios
 • Steps • Exposed • Brick
 • Walks • Colored • Stone
 • Floors • Stamped

Call us for ALL your
concrete needs

651.755.6152
651.755.6677

• Licensed
• Insured

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

• Parking Lots
• Sport Courts

www.arcpavinginc.com
Free Estimates

(651) 253-8474

• Parking Lots

Driveway Replacement 
Specialists

• Sod Install/Removal
• Bobcat Service
• Paver Patios, Walks & Drives

• Retaining Walls - SRW, 
  Boulder, Natural Stone
• Mulch/ Rock Removal
  & Installation

LaNDScaPINg

PROFESSIONAL • CREATIVE • EXPERIENCED

651-646-4752
www.johnsoncreek.com

We Remodel Yards

www.johnsoncreek.comwww.johnsoncreek.com

ST. ANDREWH o m e S e r v i c e s

w w w . s t a n d r e w h o m e s e r v i c e s . c o m

Services Provided:
Carpentry • Drywall • Taping

Windows • Doors
Flooring • Kitchen Remodel/Design

Painting • Ceramic Tile Install
Bathroom Remodel/Design

And Much More

(651) 785-6583      (612) 251-9343(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster & Drywall Repair,

Painting & More
Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured    Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates
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Help Wanted

HANDYMAN NEEDED who will 
work for $15 per hour. 651- 
699-3729.

MARKETING/SALES St. Paul 
area for Wellness office; perfect for  
college student, flex hours, Fri.-
Sun., $8.00/hour, bonus and 
complimentary chiropractic care. 
651-294-2336.

GUARANTY BANK is looking for 
enthusiastic Sales Associates and 
Personal Bankers in our Eagan 
and St. Paul locations. Email  
resume to: howard.trushenski@ 
gbmail.com.

RECEPTIONIST WANTED. Caron 
Chiropractic Clinic. Upbeat and 
Health-Focused Environment. 
Full or Part-time positions avail-
able. Experience not required  
but preferred. Please call follow-
ing extension for more information:  
1-888-965-8999. Please do not 
contact clinic directly. 

business opportunity

NEW SALON on Selby with chair 
rentals available. Interested call Get 
Gorgeous Styling Salon! 651-291-
8997. Thanks.

EXPERIENCED HAIR STYLIST 
chair rental or commission. 
Make your own hours. Call 651- 
224-8044.

child care

Parents are urged to exercise cau-
tion in arranging child care. Be sure 
to investigate references. To obtain 
a list of licensed day care providers 
in the area, call 651-641-0332. 

EARLY START Licensed home 
daycare. Specializing in childhood 
development. Activities, field trips. 
20 months and up. Two provid-
ers. 22 years in business. 651- 
690-2395.

EXPERIENCED DAYCARE mom  
has openings soon. FT/PT any age. 
Excellent references. Sheila, 651- 
225-9626.

health care provider

RENT A DAUGHTER. 25 years' 
experience, medically trained, CPR 
certified, meal prep, chores, er-
rands. $15-$20 per hour. 651-699-
6301.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. Charming 2 bedrooms,  hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bed-
rooms, carpeted, spacious closets; 
$635-$655. For appt. call Cindy, 
651-699-8471.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

Music Instruction

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with 
symphony violinist. Experienced. 
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels. 
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana Uni- 
versity. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher. 
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality, 
classically-based instruction. Free 
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; my studio or your 
home. Master of Music. 651- 
340-4038.

GUITAR LESSONS, Suzuki/
Traditional, Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
292-4929.

PIANO LESSONS with an expe-
rienced, patient, creative teacher 
in a cozy home studio. Trish, 651-
645-1620.

Piano Tuning/Repair

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered 
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning 
coupon. Gavinpiano.com. 

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates. 
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough@aol.com.

Instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K- 
college, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT.  
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955..

LEARN FRENCH f rom the 
Professor. All ages, all levels. 
Reasonable rates. My house or 
yours. 651-698-1856.

REGISTER NOW for  k ids '  
summer camps! Experience the 
joy of fearless sewing! Classes, 
camps, & private lessons. 651-297-
0495; sewinglounge.com.

resumes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS NEEDED! No CDL? Day 
or weekend classes locally @ ATT-
North. Get pre-hired with Werner! 
Benefits+. Make $700-$950 week!  
866-823-0268.

CHILD CARE service needs adults  
days, evenings and vacations; $500 
week/up. Car necessary. 651-429-
2963.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
Secretary. Randolph Heights 
Presbyterian Church. Tues.-Thurs., 
2-3 hours per day. $11/hour. 
Contact Janel at 651-253-2642 or 
janelrhpc@comcast.net.

COOKS. Must have real experi-
ence. FT/PT. Shamrocks fam-
ily friendly bar & grill, 995 W 
7th/Randolph. Ask for Tom, 651-
228-9925.

SPANISH TUTOR: Seeking native 
speaker to practice Spanish in my 
house one or two hours/week, $ 
negotiable. Mis suegros no hablan 
ingles. 651-592-0078 or mark 
gilbert@pobox.com.

KEITH’S
PLASTER REPAIR

‘‘Repairing all types of Damage”

• Walls • Ceilings • Water Damage
• Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971 651-636-7098

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

DESIGN – REMODEL – RESTORE

COFFEEN
CONSTRUCTION

ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247-4072
#20586845

~ 24 HOURS ~
Insured

MN License BBB
®

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wi lson

Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

Interior
WOODWORK
REFINISHING

Remove Old Paint/Finish
• Buffets  • Moldings
• Windows  • Doors

• Fine Furniture
Restore the original beauty.
Free Estimates • Locally owned

Dave Gunderson Restoration
Certified Wood Finish Specialists

651.699.6547

  Residential Remodeling
  Historic Renovations
  Handyman Services

651-228-9490         www.jetconstruction.com

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
 Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

Certified  Arborist 651 699-7022
   “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Normandale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655
Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Dustin Hamland
651-319-3515

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Zeller
Plumbing

Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

Steigauf Brothers
Lawn Service

& Snow Plowing
~ Since 1980 ~

COMPLETE LAWNCARE &
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Mark Steigauf   651-698-0395

My old windows are great…

I just wish they worked.

Energy Improvements for Older Windows
Add “tilt-in” feature to Original Windows
Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting
Restoration Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

C
H

I L
E

EN PA IN

T
I N

G

Serving Lakes Area Since
195

2

PAINTING
Interior • Exterior

Historical Restoration
Wood Replacement

Carpentry Plus
 651.735.3349

  Weaver Electrical
  Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes to Circuit Breakers
• Complete Rewiring    • Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
                                            Office: (651) 644-6551Licensed Master Electrician 

Over 29 Years Experience

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

CHIMNEY
REPAIR

~ St. Paul’s Oldest Chimney Repair Co. ~

 • TUCKPOINTING & REBUILDING
 • DAMPER REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 • BRICK, FOUNDATION & MASONRY WORK
 • FIREPLACE REPAIR
 • RAINCAPS & SCREENS
 • FLASHING & ROOF REPAIR

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
Water Repellent 

Treatment
Stops Leaks

and Deterioration

Leske Co
651699-7089
www.leskechimneyrepair.com

OVER 90 
YEARS

COMBINED
EXPERIENCE

Chimney
Repairs

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family-owned for
over 50 years

612-414-4612

ROGER’S TREE SERvicE
Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974

	 •Tree & Shrub Removal &Trimmings
	 • STUMP REMOVAL

Certified  Arborist

          651 699-7022
              “I bid the job and I do the job” – Roger Gatz

Caring for Highland Park Trees Since 1974

Roger Gatz
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for rent residential

UPPER LANDING, downtown 
condo on river; 2 BR, 2 BA, 1700 
sq. ft. Quiet, heated garage, gas 
fireplace, stainless apps., whirlpool 
tub; $1800; 612-339-4213.

8XX S. LEXINGTON Pkwy./
Montreal, 2 bdrm. house, hdwd. 
floors, new appliances, remodeled 
kitchen; no smoking; $950 mo. 612-
718-1932.

DUPLEX, 16XX Randolph, 1 bdrm., 
washer/dryer, utilities not included; 
651-698-0678.

1330 ST. CLAIR, 2 bdrm., clean, 
quiet bldg., $650; no pets; avail. im-
mediately. 651-698-0771.

2106 JULIET, available June 1. 
Three bdrm. house, hdwd. floors, 
2 baths, free laundry, garage. No 
smoking, no pets. 651-699-1985.

1787 RANDOLPH, available June 
1. Two bedroom apt. on 2nd floor, 
hdwd. floors, bath, on site laundry, 
garage stall. No smoking, no pets. 
651-699-1985.

MAC-GROVELAND. 1395 Palace, 
1.5 story home, 3 BR in great 
neighborhood. Beautiful wood 
floors and woodwork. Pets OK. 
$1,350/mo. + util. 612-327-3546.

1915 MARSHALL AVE. Loft style 
1 bdrm., $595 mo. all util. included, 
off-street parking, laundry on site; 
no pets; Brigid, 651-428-6177.

1280-1299 GRAND AVE., 651-
699-3003. Beautiful, spacious 1 
BR and Studio Apts. Quality, Value, 
Great Location. Best Living on 
Grand Ave. 

HIGHLAND PARK. Cute SxS 
Duplex with 2 BR's in great location. 
Hdwd. floors, NS, no pets please; 
$850/mo.; avail. now or by May 1. 
Call 651-699-3313.

For Rent Commercial

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+  
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $250. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village, 
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space; 
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

TWO STORES, approx. 25 x 60;  
3107 E. 42nd St. and 4205 31st 
Ave S. Full basement. Ideal office 
or shop. Near busy restaurant; near 
Ford Bridge; 2 blocks from light rail. 
1-507-282-3237

for rent residential

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 651-
698 -4004 ; www.mon tca lm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704 
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651-698-
7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in 
50+ locations. Outstanding service, 
professional mgmt. Get yours now!  
www.krcapartments.com; 763-572-
9400; 

1776 ST. CLAIR AVE. Two bdrms. 
from $805; 651-690-3787. www.
krcapartments.com.

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior bldg. 
Underground heated parking, $663- 
$824; 651-773-3485.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units, 
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled 
kitchens! 651-698-7684. www.krca-
partments.com.

HIGHLAND! LOCATION! Charming 
upgraded 2 bdrm. apartments. 
Excellent location offers conve-
nient access to work or enjoy-
ment. Hidden River Falls, unique 
shops, and great restaurants are 
just a walk, jog or bicycle ride away. 
Off-street parking and garages 
available. Call to reserve your new 
home! 952-334-5365.

18XX GRAND AVE. 3 bdrm. home, 
1 3/4 bath; $1,450 + utilities.  651-
699-8900.

VICTORIA/RANDOLPH. Recently 
renovated. Charming 2 bdrm. 
Victorian lower duplex. Sunny 
eat-in kitchen/wood floor. Ceramic 
bathroom. Lots of built-ins, high 
ceilings, on site laundry, newer 
carpeting. Incl. heat, water, trash. 
NP/NS. Landlords who care! $950; 
651-292-8596.

*RENT TO OWN*
Low down payment. No bank qual-
ify. Many homes available. Call now. 
612-419-5350.

CONVENIENT ACCESS, his-
toric character! Spacious 2-bdrm. 
upper unit in four-plex; hdwd. floors; 
on-site laundry & storage; newly 
updated kitchen includes dish- 
washer; $875 + util. 1528 Iglehart 
Ave. Avail. now. 612-968-2586.

ONE BDRM., $650/mo. Walking 
distance to Macalester College. 
Move in special: 1/2 off first month's 
rent. 651-468-4102.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, across from 
golf course, sunlit 4 bdrm. home, 
2 fireplaces, new kitchen/stainless 
steel appliances, walk-in closets, 
screen porch, lovely patio. Attached 
2-car garage. 952-942-5670.

GRAND. 719 Hague. 1 BR, deck, 
carpeted, CA, laundry, storage, 
parking. No pets. $630 + util. 612-
309-4919.

Moisture
Damage?

651-698-3156

WOOD FLOORS
Installed ~ Refinished

Awarded 1991 Floor of the Year
for the Milton Mall floor

Custom Flooring
651-221-0557

Greg Kruse        25 years service

Lic. #2519

Remodeling
we can put the Show

in your place
ShowpLace, Inc.

Dan preisler 651-429-1317

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Home Works Inc.
QUALITY REMODELING SERVICES

 (651)603-8802
Lic. #BC-20425095

First Class
GaraGes l.l.c.

Detached & Attached

612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED•BONDED•INSURED       MN STATE LIC.#20425137

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

    RESIDENTIAL
   COMMERCIAL
• REPAIRS
• RESTORATION
• KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELS
•   NEW

CONSTRUCTION
• BOILER

REPLACEMENT

651 699-2725
62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We’re
Professional

“We Do It Right”

NORTH STAR PLUMBING
AND HEATING CO. INC.

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404

St. Croix
TREE SERVICE

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck –
Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist

U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry

651-770-3744
cmuehleck@stcroixtreeservice.com

www.stcroixtreeservice.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

651-462-4969

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

Spring Cleanups

BEAKS  (651) 224-9299
                        Free Estimates

Invest
in your
Home

 Quality Lawn Care &
  Landscape Services

• Retaining Walls
• Pavers  • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning 
Lawn Care Contracts

call martey for a free estimate

651-271-2418
fully insured

ShowcaSe
Home Painting

YOU'RE THE BOSS
Be independent, enjoy flexible 
hours, and still enjoy the benefits 
of training, mentoring, coaching, 
and a great retirement plan. At 
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it all! We are 
looking for two entrepreneurial 
spirits to join our thriving team. 
Call Kathie Phillips at 651690-8595. 651-788-0660

Sidewalks-Patios-Driveways
Landscaping-Retaining Walls

Fire Place Face Lift
Brick-Stone-Stucco-Inside-Outside

Top Quality
Fair Price Jim Fraser

Celebrating
Our 26th Year
in Business!

www.homecustomizers.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
1272 GRAND AVENUE (ACROSS FROM KOWALSKI’S)

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 A.M. –5 P.M.



If you can dream it
we can make it

Free Jewelry Cleaning 
and Inspection

In-House 
Platinum Craftsmen 

and Goldsmiths

All Types of 
Watch and Jewelry 

Repair

Computer-Aided 
Design (CAD)

Fine Diamond, 
Estate and Antique 

Jewelry  Acquisition

Laser-Welding 
Technology

Antique Jewelry 
Restoration

In-House 
Swiss-Trained 
Watchmakers

Certifi ed Gemological 
Appraisals

Pearl and
Bead 

Restringing

S pec
ia

l  O
ffer

$100 O
FF

CUSTOM
 design Service

lim
it o

n
e per custo

m
er

Exp. 5/31/08

R. F. Moeller Jeweler’s nationally renowned 
custom design department combines old 
world craftsmanship with extraordinary new 
technologies to create a masterpiece that’s 
yours alone.

We can redesign, remount or create your 
piece from an idea... We have the sources 
and ability to obtain everything in diamonds 
or colored gemstones from traditional to 
extraordinary.

R.F. Moeller Jeweler specializes in CAD 
design creation. Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) allows you to see your “fi nished” piece 
and make changes before any actual work 
has commenced. And we utilize laser welding 
technology for the most precise fusion at the 
seams or joints. Our state-of-the-art design 
studio utilizes the most advanced methods 
and tools available today. Experience a 
complimentary design consultation today.

1.4.23
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