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u u S St. Paul sets public
Joint hearing reveals sting | hearings on plan to
. bring a Trader Joe’s
of 2008 property tax hikes |t Randolph and

Former Winter Carnival Klondike Kates Britt Wells (left, 2006), Kim Tsoukalas (2003) and Shar
Salisbury (1997) helped ring in the holiday spirit and donations for the Salvation Army dur-
ing the Grand Meander on Grand Avenue December 1. pHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

By JANE MCCLURE

ising property taxes are expected to draw a
R‘crowd to this year’s annual truth-in-taxa-
ion public hearing for the city of St. Paul,
Ramsey County and the St. Paul Public Schools.
The hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, De-
cember 11, at Arlington Senior High School, 1495
Rice St. After information on the city’s, county’s
and school district’s proposed 2008 budgets and
levies is presented, the public will get to weigh in.
Property taxpayers can also meet one-on-one with
staff from the county assessor’s office and obtain
information on how to appeal their assessments.
The 2008 property tax estimates were mailed out
in November. If subsequent calls to local govern-
ment offices and comments at a city budget hear-
ing last month are any indication, elected officials
could be facing some unhappy property owners on
December 11.
In September, the St. Paul City Council adopted
a 14.6 percent levy increase and the St. Paul School
Board adopted a 3.8 percent hike. The Ramsey
County Board had adopted a 5 percent increase,
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Snelling Avenue median gaining support

Mac-Groveland committee favors
project if city can work out issues

BY JANE MCCLURE

ore than 100 people filled a lecture
I \ / I hall at the University of St. Thomas
on November 26 to debate a proposed
median on Snelling Avenue between Grand and
St. Clair avenues. After hearing more than three
hours of testimony, the Transportation Com-
mittee of the Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council unanimously moved to support the
plan, but only if four issues receive more study
from the St. Paul Department of Public Works.
The issues include:
« Providing better access to Lincoln Commons
near the southeast corner of Grand and Snelling.
The median as currently configured would make

it impossible for southbound motorists on Snel-
ling to turn into the retail center.

« Allowing more space for Metro Transit pas-
sengers to get on and off the bus. Under the cur-
rent plan, buses stopping for passengers could
block a lane of traffic in each direction on Snel-
ling. Public Works will determine if cut-ins in
the boulevard would allow sufficient space for
buses. Macalester College already has proposed
a cut-in in front of the new athletic facilities now
under construction on the west side of Snelling
for team and inter-campus buses.

o Making Lincoln Avenue east of Snelling
a two-way rather than a westbound one-way
street. Residents got the City Council to turn the
street into a one-way in 1992. It would take a vote
of the council to rescind that decision.

o Installing a left-turn arrow at St. Clair for
vehicles traveling southbound on Snelling to im-

BY DAVE PAGE

prove traffic flow.

Public Works wants to install a 10-foot-
wide landscaped median with no widening
of Snelling, said city traffic engineer David Kue-
bler. Breaks in the median would be at Grand,
Goodrich, Osceola and St. Clair avenues, but not
at Lincoln, Fairmount or Sargent. Parking would
be banned on both sides of Snelling except for
customer parking at St. Clair. Space would be
provided for left-turn lanes at both St. Clair and
Grand.

Because Snelling is a state highway, the Minne-
sota Department of Transportation must agree to
the plans before it provides any funding. A basic
median would cost about $170,000, with about
80 percent from the state and 20 percent from a
local match. Landscaped 10-foot medians could
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Bravery behind barbed wire

do anything further with the website. I really hadn’t

thought about it”

The Historical Society convinced Saylor to apply

annabe authors are regularly told that
Wpublishers do not come looking for them.

Concordia University history professor
Thomas Saylor is an exception. His second book,
Long Hard Road, about American POWs in World
War II, has just been released by Minnesota His-
torical Society Press, and he’s now at work on a third
about postwar Richfield. Remarkably, he has yet to
write a query letter to a publishing house.

Saylor, 49, taught a class on World War II seven
years ago at Concordia. “I had my students interview
people who lived during WWII,” he said. “I created
a website for these oral histories. Someone from the
Minnesota Historical Society asked if I was going to

for grants to travel around the state collecting oral
histories of WWIL The result was Remembering the
Good War: America’s Greatest Generation (Minneso-
ta Historical Society Press, 2005). Some of the people
with whom Saylor spoke had been POWs during the
war. Their stories, though compelling, didn't quite
fit into that book, Saylor said, so he researched and
wrote Long Hard Road.

“People always ask me how I found the POWSs,
Saylor said. “POWSs have their own networks. There
are national and state organizations. Once I was able
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but trimmed it to 4.8 percent on November
27. Final levies — and final 2008 budgets in the
case of the city and county — will be adopted
after the public hearing. The school district
adopts its budget in June, since its calendar year
begins on July 1.

The levy hikes do not translate into the
same percentage increases in property tax bills.
Changes in property valuation, limited market
value caps and homestead credits on single-
family residential property and changes in the
property tax system at the state level are among
the many factors that affect what property own-
ers ultimately will pay.

Only St. Paul, Ramsey County and the St.
Paul Public Schools are required by the state
to have a joint hearing to address property tax
issues. That decision was made after a near-
revolt at the city’s truth-in-taxation public hear-
ing in 1993.

More than two dozen people attended a City
Council public hearing on property taxes and
the 2008 budget last month. Some homeown-
ers questioned why their property taxes were
increasing by 10-20 percent despite a sagging
housing market and declining property values.
The property tax increases are on top of city
maintenance fees, which have risen by more
than 10 percent in some cases.

“It’s difficult to keep up with all of the taxes
and fees that have been raised,” said West End
resident Jo Heinz.

“My taxes have skyrocketed,” said Highland
resident Marvin Wolf. “With the housing mar-
ket dropping, are my taxes going to drop? I

don’t think so”

One factor hitting homeowners is the phase-
out of limited market value, a statewide pro-
gram that caps the amount property taxes may
increase each year. The cap slowed the growth
in a property’s taxable value, helping hom-
eowners during the years when property values
rose sharply. The end of that program in 2009
means a home’s taxable value is rising to catch
up with its actual market price. All properties
must be at their full market value for taxation
purposes in 2010. The taxation notices over
the next two years may have the greatest sticker
shock for some homeowners.

Commercial property owners are also raising
concerns about the tax hikes. “Large property
tax increases unfairly burden building owners,”
said Curt Milburn, executive director of the St.
Paul Building Owners and Managers Associa-
tion.

Pat Wolff, who owns two downtown build-
ings, said her property taxes and city fees al-
ready amount to $500,000. Proposed fee in-
creases alone will add more than $50,000 to that
amount, she said, and she had not even seen her
2008 property tax assessment yet.

Downtown property owners not only pay
maintenance fees for streets and sidewalks,
but for such expenses as skyways and pigeon
control. Wolff said the city needs to work with
downtown property owners to relieve the tax
burden.

For more information about the truth-in-
taxation hearing and the 2008 proposed prop-
erty tax, call Ramsey County at 651-266-2000,
the city of St. Paul at 651-266-8797 or the St.
Paul Public Schools at 651-767-8250.

County trims
levy increase

By JANE MCCLURE

amsey County trimmed its pro-

Rlsosed 2008 property tax levy in-

rease from 5 percent to 4.8 per-

cent, an almost $460,000 reduction, after

county commissioners debated more than

two dozen budget amendments on No-
vember 27.

Much of the discussion centered on
spending for the Ramsey County Deten-
tion Center and the Sherift’s Department.
The recent death of a jail inmate due to an
untreated diabetic condition has focused
attention on the need for 24-hour nursing
care at the jail. Commissioners agreed to
immediately approve budget shifts to free
up $163,232 to increase the nursing staff.
A broader policy discussion of health care
issues at the jail is expected to begin soon.

“We don’t want an incident like this to
happen again,” said commissioner Rafael
Ortega. Some commissioners were sur-
prised to learn that 24-hour nursing cov-
erage was not provided for the jail, which
houses about 500 inmates.

The other issue that generated consider-
able debate was whether the county should
subsidize bus passes for its employees.
Commissioner Janice Rettman brought

forward 15 budget-cutting recommenda-
tions in an effort to drop the levy increase
to 3.5 percent. Most of her motions died
for lack of a second, but she did manage
to get a vote on the bus pass subsidy. That
motion failed on a 2-5 vote.

Rettman questioned why the county
would subsidize a program that gets so lit-
tle use. Out of 3,000 county workers, only
about 100 use Metro Pass.

Most of the budget amendments dis-
cussed by the board passed with little or
no debate, covering issues ranging from
restructured golf course fees to technical
changes in department operations.

The proposed 2008 budget was at $566.9
million in September, a $15.7 million in-
crease over this year’s budget. The changes
approved on November 27 add about $2.6
million. The additional funding comes
from a combination of internal shifts and
cuts, as well as outside grants and revenue
increases.

The budget amendments include about
35 additional full-time equivalent posi-
tions spread throughout several depart-
ments.

Ramsey County operates on a two-year
budget. The proposed levy for 2008 is
$242 million, up 4.8 percent or $11 million
over the amount levied for 2007. In 2009,
another 5 percent or $12 million levy in-
crease is projected, bringing the levy to
$254.5 million. The levy only pays for part
of the budget. State and federal aid, fees
and charges for services make up the rest.

Study says St. Paul needs to work on allowing equal access to city contracts

BY JANE MCCLURE

he city of St. Paul must do more to en-
Tsure that women, minorities and dis-

abled people have equal access to city
contracts and service agreements. That was a
key conclusion of a 120-page study on equal
access to city contracts that was released by
the City Council and Mayor Chris Coleman
on November 28.

James Hall Jr., a Milwaukee attorney whose
tirm compiled the report, said that although
city officials have attempted to improve the
track record of the Vendor Outreach Pro-
gram, its efforts are still “wanting” The city
awarded $220 million in various contracts last
year, but less than 7 percent of those contracts
went to firms owned by women, minorities
and disabled people. The city’s stated goal for
such contracting is 10 percent.

The report made 44 recommendations to

ensure there is no discrimination when the
city chooses service providers and product
suppliers. Many firms have complained over
the years that they have been shut out of city
bid processes. Two lawsuits are currently
pending against the city for alleged discrimi-
nation.

Mayor Chris Coleman noted that St. Paul
is one of the first cities in the nation to vol-
untarily examine its contract practices. “We
want to make sure that all have equal and
open access, he said.

Although the equal access study indicated
that past practices exhibited no ill intent on
the city’s part, “the report makes it very clear
that we need to do better; Coleman said.
One immediate need is to centralize contract
monitoring, one of the key recommendations
in the study. That responsibility is currently
spread among several city departments.

Coleman has appointed City Attorney John

Choi to develop a plan to implement the re-
ports recommendations. Choi will work with
a task force that should have its recommenda-
tions in place by the end of February.

Choi said he is looking forward to the chal-
lenge, but cautioned that there is a “whole
host of issues” to be addressed before any of
the report’s recommendations can be imple-
mented.

The City Council also approved a dispari-
ties study last December to determine wheth-
er businesses owned by women, minorities
and disabled people have had equal access to
city-subsidized projects. That study is due to
be released later this year or in early 2008.

The issue of who gets and doesn’t get con-
tracts with the city and city subsidies for devel-
opment has generated controversy for years. A
1989 U.S. Supreme Court decision involving
the city of Richmond, Virginia, forced states
and local units of government throughout the

country to change how they dealt with minor-
ity and women contractors.

St. Pauls own studies in the mid-1990s
showed that the city was discriminating
against minority and women business owners.
In 2003 the City Council formed the Equal
Access Working Group to study allegations of
discrimination and make recommendations
to the city. Its members were also involved in
the preparation of the Hall report.

Members of the Equal Access Working
Group said they were pleased with the report.
They would like the task force to continue and
focus on specific city programs, said Clifton
Boyd, a member of the National Association
of Minority Contractors.

That organization was represented on the
working group, as were the NAACP, Jewish
Community Action, the Community Stabili-
zation Project, Kaposia Inc., WomenVenture
and the St. Paul Urban League.

.

Thursday, Dec. 6th 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

10% OFF

regular merchandise (includes fur) |
Gift with each purchase — Holiday Treats i

Register during the day for a $100.00 gift certificate
(Drawing at 9:00 p.m.)
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WomMEN’s UpscALE CONSIGNMENT BOUTIQUE
242 So. HAMLINE AT ST. CLAIR

651699-7522

TRAINS FOR EVERY ONE

Remember that Train Set under the Tree?
Now it's time for you to create a

with a Train Set from Choo Choo Bob’s!
Awesome O Gauge Steam Sets with Smoke,
Chugging and Sounds start at $229.95.

CH00 CHOO BOB'S HOLIDAY COUPON

9 Off

Your Next
Wooden
Thomas the
Tank Engine
Item!

One Coupon per Purchase. Not
Valid with other offers.

Offer expires Jan. 1, 2008.

2050 Marshall Ave.

M-F 10-8

i

OF ALL AGES!

Lasting Family Tradition

St. Paul  651-646-5252
Extended Holiday Hours
Sat 10-8 Sun 10-7
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Tab for bar and restaurant licenses to rise, but not as much

City scales back proposed
fee increases, especially for
the smaller establishments

By JANE MCCLURE

t. Paul’s bureaucratic food fight over bar
and restaurant license fee increases may
be coming to an end. A proposal to raise
those fees 20 percent or more in 2008 as a way
to raise $324,000 in additional city revenue
has been scaled back following an outcry by
representatives of the city’s hospitality indus-
try. However, double-digit increases are still
expected to cover the city’s costs of enforce-
ment and other services to those businesses.
The City Council on November 28 ap-
proved several changes to the proposed fee
schedule to ease the burden on smaller bars
and restaurants and on bars and restaurants
that have fewer violations.
The new package of permit and license fee
increases for 2008 could be approved by the
City Council as early as December 5. “After

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland

6:1698-2434

12 years of not raising the license fees, we're
going to have to (increase them),” said Bob
Kessler, director of the city’s Department of
Safety and Inspections (DSI). Additional in-
creases can be expected in 2009 and 2010,
according to Kessler and city finance director
Matt Smith.

Along with the increases, the City Council
is expanding the classifications for restaurant
licenses from two to five according to the
number of seats a restaurant has. In 2007 res-
taurants with 12 or fewer seats paid $400 for a
license and restaurants with 13 or more seats
paid $575 for a license. Under the current
proposal, the annual license fee ranges from
$450 for carryout-only restaurants to $750 for
restaurants with 151 or more seats.

The City Council is also considering ex-
panding the number of classifications for on-
sale liquor licenses from three to four based
on the number of seats in an establishment.
The intent is to spread out those costs and
ease the burden on smaller establishments.

The new package of permit and license fees
would have varying effects on bars and res-
taurants depending on the types of licenses

Edina

www.edinarea

and permits they have.

Mancini’s Char House and Lounge at 531
W. 7th St., for example, paid $6,960 for its
eight licenses and permits in 2007. That would
have increased 23.8 percent to $8,619 under
the original proposal. The latest revision has
cut that to $8,034, a 15.4 percent increase
for 2008. As a comparison, the same permits
and licenses would cost Mancinis $11,701 in
Minneapolis and $11,571 in Bloomington, ac-
cording to DSI.

Skinner’s Pub and Eatery, 919 Randolph
Ave., paid $5,745 for eight city licenses and
permits in 2007. The original DSI proposal
would have raised that 23.4 percent to $7,088
in 2008. The latest proposal reduces that to
$6,465, a 12.5 percent increase. The same
licenses and permits would cost Skinner’s
$8,083 in Minneapolis and $10,861 in Bloom-
ington.

O'Gara’s Bar and Grill, 164 N. Snelling Ave.,
paid $7,371 in 2007 for 10 city licenses and
permits. The fees for the same licenses and
permits would have increased to $9,092 un-
der the original proposal for 2008. The revised
proposal puts them at $8,507. The same licens-

Real

our Home Tor riomes

es and permits would cost O’Gara’s $12,500 in
Minneapolis and $11,711 in Bloomington.

Costellos Bar and Grill, 393 Selby Ave.,
paid $5,248 for six city permits and licenses in
2007. DST’s original proposal for 2008 would
have increased those fees to $6,531. The cur-
rent proposal increases them to $5,908. That
compares to $10,682 for same licenses and
permits in Bloomington and $8,016 in Min-
neapolis.

The City Council has also approved a
change in how the city penalizes bars and res-
taurants that violate food safety regulations.
The new penalties make a distinction be-
tween critical and noncritical food code viola-
tions. The fines are higher for the critical vio-
lations. Bar and restaurant owners lobbied for
this change, arguing that law-abiding bar and
restaurant owners should not have to make
up for the higher enforcement costs caused by
problem businesses.

Even with the revised permit and fee in-
creases, the city still expects to collect an ad-
ditional $323,900 in 2008 for all permits and
licenses. About half of that amount is from the
extra fees charged to bars and restaurants.

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave.
61224-4321

Sarah Wilkey

Double Lot in Highland

2030 Highland Pkwy.: Bigger than it
looks! Carefully remodeled, spacious
4-BR, 3-bath on double lot. New mas-
ter suite, new kit. & baths, new deck,
AC, & more. www.sarahwilkey.com

651485-0104  $564,900

Sarah Wilkey

Classic Upper Landing

312 Spring St. #304: Elegant 2-BR,
2-bath + den condo w/bluff & river
views. Established bld. w/bright &
sunny open floor plan, FP, great stor-
age, balcony & more.

651485-0104  $484,900

Sarah Wilkey

Amazing Remodel

2219 St. Clair in premier King's
Maplewood Mac-Grove neighbor-
hood. 5 BRs, 4 baths w/new luxuri-
ous master suite, state-of-the-art
kitchen/family room & 3,200 sq. ft.

651485-0104  $917,000

Sarah Wilkey

Longfellow Classic

3404 Park Terrace: 3-BR, 3-bath just
off the West River Pkwy. Fully reno-
vated home, new master suite, new
main floor bath, new & expanded
kitchen. www.sarahwilkey.com

651485-0104  $389,900

Beautiful Renovation

781 Hague: Stunning 4-BR, 3-bath
3-story condo/townhouse w/yard &
garage on quiet street. Fully restored
interior & exterior. Master suite, gran-
ite/stainless kit., high ceilings.

SarahWilkey 651485-0104

$329,900

Sarah Wilkey

Your Highland Home

1227 Niles: Super 2+ BR, 2-bath w/
new 2-car gar. on quiet street. You'll
love the classic FP, arches, wdwk. &
eat-in kit. w/loads of cabinet/counter
space. Finished LL, deck.

651485-0104  $264,900

Mary Gallivan

Premier Block

294 Stonebridge Blvd.: Spacious
walkout rambler on a spectacular
lot, stunning views, 4 BRs, 3 baths,
beautiful windows & 2 FPs. Don't
miss this opportunity!

651225-3921  $774,000

Mary Gallivan

Stunning Townhome

376 Ramsey St.: Exceptional Ramsey
Hill townhome, spacious end unit w/
side yard & perrennial gardens, deck,
patio, 2 BRs, 4 baths, 2 FPs, 2-car
gar. w/storage loft.

651225-3921  $485,000

Mary Gallivan

Priced to Sell

57 Avon St. S. #27: Nice main floor
unit, private patio, 2 BRs, in-unit
laundry, 1-car garage & storage unit,
eat-in kitchen, DR, den, hdwd. floors,
lots of built-ins & storage.

651225-3921  $249,900

Business Opportunity!

2047 Grand Ave.: Well-known busi-
ness called "Salon Del Sol" offers
turn-key business plus two more
units for additional income. Virtual
tour at www.BradPalecek.com

Brad Palecek  651225-3923

$559,000

Mary Hardy

Feels Like England

A beautiful stone wall encloses this
English manor style home at 18 Ken-
wood Parkway. Richly crafted interior
with grand hallway, library, outstand-
ing kitchen w/fireplace.

651225-3903  $1,695,000

Striking 5-BR Tudor

New list! 682 Goodrich has superb
appeal, premiere Crocus block,
charming "Harry Potter" style arched
doorways, impressive fireplace,
screened porch, 4 finished floors.

651225-3903  $685,000

Mary Hardy

Gorgeous Duplex

New list! Beautifully cared-for owner-
occupied duplex in prime Crocus.
Owner's unit has 4+ BRs & 3 baths,
new siding & windows, 3 finished
floors, 4-car garage. 642 Lincoln.

651225-3903  $559,900

Cari Ann Carter

Ivy Hills of Mendota Hts.
Stunning stone & brick 172-story w/
over 6,000 FSF, 5 BRs &5 baths, fea-
turing gourmet kit., gorgeous great
room/LR, master & guest suite &
media room. carianncarter.com

651690-8437 $1,195,000

Phyllis Salmen

Entertain With Ease

Great floor plan for gracious living. 4
BRs, 2 baths and a wonderful family
room that leads to a backyard pergo-
la. New kitchen to cook in and relax.

651225-3935  $424,900

Phyllis Salmen

Charm in Highland

This lovely Highland Park 3+ BR
home features 2 FPs, one in the
master bedroom. Open kitchen and
family room leads to backyard deck
and gardens.

651225-3935  $429,900

Phyllis Salmen

Cozy Condo

Enjoy the lovely decor in this spa-
cious south-facing unit that has 1
BR, 2 baths plus a cozy den and
fireplace in the LR. Large sun porch
- lots of light!

651225-3935  $179,900

Bobbie Benno

Potential Galore

Charming Montrose Lane Tudor, 3
BRs + office + sunroom + main level
FR. Gorgeous redone floors, marble-
faced fireplace. Great bones, primo
location, needs serious updates!

651690-8408  $320,000

Stonebridge of Lilydale
Exquisite 3-BR/3-bath luxury twin
home in prestigious gated commu-
nity just minutes from St. Paul along
the river. Patio with Jacuzzi. Extraor-
dinary living & entertaining spaces!

Cari Ann Carter 651690-8437

$869,000
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cost as much as $400,000. Macalester College
has offered to assist with the additional costs
and possibly maintain the median.

Tom Welna, director of Macalester’s High
Winds Fund, which works to maintain the
beauty and security of the neighborhood sur-
rounding the campus, said the idea for the
median came out of focus groups of college
students, faculty, staff and neighbors. “One is-
sue that came up in all of the groups was to do
something about Snelling—make it safer to
cross, make it easier to drive,” he said.

Supporters of the median at the meeting
outnumbered foes about two to one in a show
of hands. Supporters said the median would
improve pedestrian safety and make Snelling
more attractive. “Snelling is like the Grand
Canyon in my neighborhood,” said Osceola
Avenue resident Nancy Wiens.

Merriam Park resident Tom Brown, who
lived in Lexington-Hamline when the Lex-
ington Parkway median was installed more
than a decade ago, said he found the median

annoying at first. “But after we got used to it,
it was wonderful,” he said.

Laurie Hamre, vice president of student
affairs at Macalester, said the landscaped me-
dian that was installed on Grand just west of
Snelling a few years ago has made it a lot safer
for students to cross from the north and south
parts of the campus. “The safety is worth the
extra time it takes to drive through the area,”
she said.

Residents living east of Snelling were mixed
in their opinion of the median. Some said
they could put up with the inconvenience for
the trade-off in public safety. Others said that
when temporary barricades went up on Snel-
ling during a test of the median from late Sep-
tember through October 22, more vehicles
were diverted to their street and the alleys.

“We moved the safety issues off of Snelling
and into the neighborhood; said Goodrich
Avenue resident Wendy Merrell. Neighbors
described vehicles making U-turns in the
street, using driveways to back up or taking
alleys as shortcuts. Others expressed skepti-
cism that the median would benefit pedes-

“One issue that came
up in all of the groups
was to do something
about Snelling — make
it safer to cross, make it
easier to drive.”

trian safety.

During the median test, traffic on Goodrich
Avenue between Snelling and Saratoga Street
jumped from 374 vehicles a day to 573. Other
blocks saw smaller increases or even decreas-
es. On Saratoga, the greatest increase in traffic
was between Goodrich and Lincoln.

Still, Kuebler noted that the traffic volume
on all of the blocks east of Snelling were well
below the St. Paul average of 800 to 1,500 ve-
hicles per day on residential streets.

Some residents asked why the median could

not have an opening at every east-west street.
However, city traffic engineer Paul St. Martin
said the state would be much less likely to pay
for such a plan. Transportation Committee
members said openings at every block also
would reduce the public safety benefits.

Preserving access to the shops at Lincoln
Commons was a concerns voiced by both
sides. Coastal Seafoods owner Susan Wein-
stein said she saw a downturn in business
when the median test was conducted this fall.
She feared that customers will drive to other
stores if access to Lincoln Commons becomes
more restricted.

Businesses at Snelling and St. Clair voiced
fewer concerns about the median project.
John Walters, owner of Healthpoint Oriental
Medicine, said he appreciated the retention
of on-street parking in front of businesses at
Snelling and St. Clair.

The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council is expected to vote on the median on
January 10. By then, council members said
they hope to have answers to the questions
raised by area residents.

1< ‘LONG HARD ROAD’

to show the leaders of those organi-
zations what I was doing, they gave
me lists of names and addresses.”

Saylor sent each former POW a
description of his project, sample
questions and letters of recommen-
dation. Some of the former POWs
didn't want to participate, Saylor
said, but many were “very pleased
that someone wanted to record their
stories.;,” Saylor said.

Though 110,000 Americans were
captured and imprisoned by the
Germans and Japanese between
1941 and 1945, Americans flush
with victory after the war generally
weren't interested in their stories.
“Everyone wants to think that all
American POWSs were outsmarting
their captors or trying to escape;’
Saylor said. “That was simply not
the case”

Marcus Hertz of Highland Park,
who served as an officer in the Air
Corps, was shot down over Ger-
many and spent 10 months at Sta-
lag Luft ITI. He told Saylor how he

want the Japanese to know we had
cracked their codes, so we didn't tell
our submarine commanders which
transports were carrying POWs.
That way the Japanese wouldn't sus-
pect”

The weeks just before the end
of the war were a dangerous time
for American POWs in Germany.
When the advancing Soviet Army
got close to the camps, the Germans
fled with their prisoners, marching
them long distances with no des-
tination in mind. “They probably
wanted to use them as bargain-
ing chips,” Saylor said. “Occasion-
ally, Allied planes would strafe the
columns. The stories about Allied
prisoners lining themselves up to
form the initials ‘POW’ are based
on fact”

Richard Ritchie, a former POW
in Germany who is now living
in Plymouth, told Saylor how he
trudged for months in the brutal
cold of early 1945 with almost no
food. He played dead, was left by
the side of the road and eventually
found by U.S. forces. “He was given

had been told, “don’t try to escape;
a Jewish flyer identified by the Ger-
mans has no chance of survival”

Long Hard Road author Thomas Saylor in the stacks at the Concordia University library. oo sy 8rAD stauFFer

C-rations,” Saylor said, “and he was
so grateful that to this day he has
kept one of the cartons”

Ernest Gall, a resident of St. Paul’s
Frogtown neighborhood, pondered
escaping after his capture at the Bat-
tle of the Bulge in December 1944,
until the bodies of five fellow sol-
diers who escaped from a work de-
tail were brought back and dumped
in front of his barracks. “They were
dead, sure;” Gall told Saylor. “(The
Germans) brought them back and
they left them there so no one else
would get the idea to take off”

Despite the hardships, if a POW
in Europe made it to a fixed Ger-
man prison camp, he was pretty
much guaranteed to survive the war,

according to Saylor. POWs in Ger-
many had shelter, adequate medical
care, regular if meager meals and
occasional Red Cross packages.
“For the most part, Jews and Af-
rican-Americans were treated no
differently from other prisoners in
the German camps,” Saylor said.
However, one infantryman he inter-
viewed told of the German officers
at Stalag XIII-C who asked all Jews
to step forward. If no one did, the
officers would just select prisoners
who looked Jewish. The men who
were taken away, whether or not
they were Jewish, were never heard
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from again.

POW camps in the Pacific The-
ater, on the other hand, were uni-
versally brutal. The Japanese never
signed the Geneva Convention that
laid out the rules for POW treat-
ment, and they offered prisoners
little in the way of food or water.
Japanese prison guards were some-
times sadistic. The forced labor was
literally backbreaking. And escape
was even harder than in Europe.
Most of the camps were on islands
in the ocean, American prisoners
rarely spoke the local language, and
they had little chance of disguis-

ing themselves as anything but an
American combatant.

Harold Kurvers of Highland Park
survived the Bataan Death March
and spent 2% years in a Philippine
prison camp. “You were hungry all
the time;” Kurvers told Saylor. “Even
when you were full, you were hun-
gry.... Rice doesn't cut it”

Despite their travails, two-thirds
of the American POWs in the Pa-
cific Theater survived and many
of those who didn't were killed by
friendly fire. As Saylor explained,
“Most POWs who died in the Pacif-
ic died by our own hands. We didn't

Coming home was hard for some
POWs. Earl Miller of Highland Park
told about meeting his parents after
returning home from 19 months in
a German POW camp: “My father
said, ‘It all over. We'll forget it now.
Even before I could say a word. That
bothered me for years”

Saylor will discuss Long Hard
Road at a meeting of the World War
IT History Round Table beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December
13, at the Fort Snelling History
Center. He will share the stage with
Pearl Harbor historians Jim Johns
and Robert Stinnett.
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Neighbors debate where to take fight against college rentals

By JANE McCLURE

r I the University of St. Thomas has been
buying and rehabilitating deteriorated
student rental housing around its St.

Paul campus as part of a program to return
them to owner-occupancy. However, exactly
where the university should be buying those
homes has generated debate for months. The
debate could come to an end in December
when the West Summit Neighborhood Advi-
sory Committee (WSNAC) and area district
councils weigh in on proposed boundaries for
the housing buyback program.

The District 13 Council will vote on the is-
sue on December 5, and WSNAC could vote
as early as December 11. The issue will also be
discussed by the Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council, though no date for that dis-
cussion has been set.

The St. Paul City Council amended St.
Thomas™ conditional use permit in 2004 to
allow for the expansion of its campus bound-
aries to encompass the two blocks south of
Summit between Cleveland and Cretin av-
enues. In return, the university agreed to meet
several conditions, including the purchase and
rehabilitation of 30 student rental homes in

the Macalester-Groveland and Merriam Park
neighborhoods. The intent was to convert the
rental properties into owner-occupied hous-
ing over a 12-year period.

Since the agreement was signed, eight
dwellings have been purchased and rehabbed
by St. Thomas. However, earlier this year con-
troversy flared over the university’s purchase
of a student rental house on Stanford Avenue,
eight blocks south of the campus. Some mem-
bers of WSNAC believed the house was too
far from campus to meet the goal of restoring
rental houses around the university to owner-
occupancy.

St. Thomas officials said they should have
the flexibility to address problem properties,
like the one on Stanford, case by case with the
understanding that most properties would be
closer to campus.

A housing subcommittee of WSNAC has
considered various boundaries within which
houses should be bought and rehabbed. “But
we can't decide, so were sending back four
recommendations,” said WSNAC member
Alyssa Rebensdorf.

WSNAC reviewed the four options on No-
vember 13. Currently, the highest priority is
the acquisition of at least 10 rental properties

Randolph-Lexington rezoning and
site plan to get two public hearings

By JANE MCCLURE

r I the city of St. Paul has scheduled two
public hearings in December on a plan
to redevelop the small block at the

southeast corner of Randolph Avenue and

Lexington Parkway with 20,000 square feet of

new retail space, including a Trader Joe's gro-

cery store.

The first hearing will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19, before the City
Council, which will rule on the developer’s
request to rezone the 1.2-acre parcel from
single- and multi-family residential to Tradi-
tional Neighborhoods, which allows for a mix
of residential and commercial uses.

The projects site plan will be the topic of
a second public hearing at 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, December 20, before the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commissions Zoning Committee. The
site plan addresses such issues as traffic flow,
lighting and landscaping. The full Planning
Commission is scheduled to rule on the site

T SOECS APPEAL |
$509£2:

plan at 8:30 a.m. Friday, December 28.

The plan by partners Meridian Manage-
ment and TOLD Development includes
a 14,420-square-foot Trader Joes and two
smaller retail shops in two buildings separat-
ed by a surface parking lot. A conditional use
permit and zoning variances for the project
have already been approved by the Planning
Commission on the condition that the rezon-
ing is approved by the City Council. A site
plan decision by the Planning Commission is
final unless it is appealed to the City Council.

The Highland District Councils Commu-
nity Development Committee will meet with
the developers on Thursday, December 13, to
discuss the site plan. That meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. at the Hillcrest Recreation Center,
1978 Ford Pkwy.

Last month the HDC recommended rezon-
ing only the northern half of the property be-
cause of concerns raised by nearby residents
of Juno Avenue about lighting, noise and traf-
fic. The Macalester-Groveland Community
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along Cleveland Avenue between Marshall
and Goodrich avenues. An additional 10
houses would be purchased in the area bound-
ed by Wilder Street and Cretin, Marshall and
Goodrich avenues. The remaining homes
would be purchased in the area bounded by
the Mississippi River, Marshall, Fairview and
Goodrich avenues.

Two other options move the south bound-
ary down to Fairmount Avenue and the west
boundary to Cretin Avenue. The exception is
a pocket of rental homes just west of the main
campus between Cretin and Exeter Place. One
of the options calls for purchasing 10 houses
on Cleveland, 10 west of Wilder and the rest
east of Wilder. Another eliminates the specific
focus on Cleveland and calls for purchasing
20 houses between Wilder, Fairmount, Cretin
and Marshall, and the rest in the neighbor-
hood to the east.

A fourth proposal expands the boundaries
south to St. Clair Avenue and north to [-94.
Fifteen houses would be purchased in the area
bounded by Cretin, Marshall, Goodrich and
Prior avenues, and the remaining houses else-
where in the neighborhood.

Rebensdorf said there is no one right an-
swer to the housing buyback issue. “The

question is, do we use our limited resources to
make individual blocks whole again,” she said,

or do we help the blocks that are starting to
tip so that people feel like they have a fighting
chance?”

Some WSNAC members question whether
targeting properties along Cleveland Avenue
near the campus is a good idea. Cleveland is
currently a mix of apartments, rental houses,
St. Thomas-owned properties and fraterni-
ties.

“Between Summit and Selby on Cleveland
there’s just one owner-occupied property;
said St. Thomas neighborhood liaison John
Hershey.

The university did buy a home at the in-
tersection of Cleveland and Selby that was
sold to an owner-occupant and rehabilitated.
However, the family is moving due to con-
cerns about traffic. The home will have to be
sold to a new owner-occupant because of re-
strictive covenants placed on all of the homes
that the university is buying.

A few committee members questioned
why they were focusing on houses at all. “The
problem isn't really about houses,” said WS-
NAC member Les Metzler. “It’s about the be-
havior of the people who live in them.

An aerial view of the Randolph and Lexington redevelopment project looking northeast.

Council's Housing and Land Use Committee
on November 28 decided to forward to the
City Council their concerns about the proj-
ect’s use of Traditional Neighborhoods zoning
and the number of variances needed.
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Despite the needed variances, city staff had
recommended Traditional Neighborhoods
zoning because a commercial classification
would have had the potential to bring in a
more intensive land use in the future.
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Elizabeth Schoening, left, shoveled the sidewalk outside of the Chatterbox Pub, 800 S.
Cleveland Ave., while Sara Engel, age 5, looked on during the Highland Business Asso-
ciation-sponsored Breakfast with Santa on December 1. Schoening, who recently moved
back to the Twin Cities from Hawaii, is currently a student at the College of St. Catherine
and a Chatterbox employee. A second breakfast with the jolly ol’ elf will be held at the
restaurant from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Saturday, December 8. Admission is free with a food
shelf donation or a new toy for Toys for Tots. pHoTo BY ANNE BRANDRUD

NewsBriets

St. Paul allows bingo games in
neighborhood watering holes

The St. Paul City Council unanimously
adopted an ordinance on November 28 to al-
low bingo to be played in bars where chari-
table gambling is already allowed. The games
should begin by early 2008.

No one appeared at a November 21 City
Council public hearing to speak against the
bar bingo ordinance. Testimony in support
of it was offered by the Minnesota Licensed
Beverage Association, which raises money for
charities at a handful of bars in the city.

The change comes at a time when the city
of St. Paul has no licensed bingo parlors. The
city’s last parlor, Midway Bingo on University
Avenue, closed several months ago. Charities
that offer pull tabs and other forms of gam-
bling in bars have reported flat or declining
revenue in recent years, and are hoping bingo
will generate more income.

Ward 5 council member Lee Helgen
brought forward the ordinance to allow bar
bingo. He said another city ordinance is in
draft form that would allow bars to sell pull
tabs even when the charity does not have staff
on hand to conduct the sales.

Selby restaurant fined $500
for unlicensed sidewalk cafe

A Selby Avenue restaurant owner must pay
a $500 fine for putting tables and chairs on
the sidewalk in front of his business without
a sidewalk cafe license and proof of insurance.
Issam Alhuniti, owner of Chicago Submarine,
614 Selby Ave., was unable to persuade the St.
Paul City Council on November 21 that he
was not operating a sidewalk cafe. The coun-
cil voted 6-1 to impose the fine, with Ward 2
council member Dave Thune casting the dis-
senting vote.

Alhuniti has operated his 12-seat restau-
rant on Selby for the past decade. He told the
council that the tables and chairs were set up
in an alley adjacent to the restaurant during
the spring and summer, and that city inspec-
tors only saw the tables and chairs on the front
sidewalk when he was hosing down the alley.

However, city inspectors said the tables and
chairs were seen on the sidewalk on at least
three occasions this year, and they did not ob-
serve the driveway area being cleaned at those
times. An administrative law judge sided with
the city, stating that leaving the tables and
chairs on the sidewalk even for a short time

violated the city’s sidewalk cafe ordinance.

Thune said the fine was excessive. Other
council members noted that the dispute could
have been avoided if the $31 sidewalk cafe
permit fee would have been paid after the first
warning.

Commission allows continued
use of Fairmount Ave. triplex

The St. Paul Planning Commission unani-
mously approved a legal nonconforming use
status on November 16 so the building at 1880
Fairmount Ave. can continue to be used as a
triplex. The decision was made on the condi-
tion that property owner Dean Willer make
improvements to the property to ensure it
meets building codes. He has been given until
December 18 to install egress windows and a
fire alarm system.

The Planning Commissions Zoning Com-
mittee recommended approval of Willer’s re-
quest for noncomforming use status on No-
vember 8. The matter was laid over in October
to give Willer more time to gather evidence of
the property’s past use as a triplex. He was able
to supply the city with letters from past own-
ers and public records showing the building
was used as a triplex for at least a decade. The
property was a residence for the Sisters of the
Good Shepherd from 1970 to 1986 and had
two subsequent owners before Willer bought
it in 2005.

The property is zoned for single-family use.
Willer said he bought the property as a triplex
and only found out about the actual zoning
when he applied for a permit to remodel his
apartment in the building.

Since September 2006, the city has received
three complaints about the property’s use as a
triplex. City planning staff and the Macales-
ter-Groveland Community Council’s Housing
and Land Use Committee both recommended
denying Willer’s request. They argued that the
lot does not meet the minimum size require-
ment for a triplex and that its use as a triplex
was out of character for the neighborhood.

Zoning Committee members asked if a
condition could be placed on Willer’s permit
that would only allow the triplex use to con-
tinue only as long as he owns the property.
However, the city attorney’s office recom-
mended forgoing that condition because ty-
ing the use to a specific owner could create
problems for the city later.

News Briefs compiled by Jane McClure.
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Viewpoint

A tale of two
developments

By MICHAEL MISCHKE

The two projects could hardly be more different.

However, the seven-year saga that culminated in the

recent opening of SteppingStone Theater’s new home
at Holly Avenue and Victoria Street has something to say in
the debate over the proposed retail development at the corner
of Randolph Avenue and Lexington Parkway.

In July of 2002, SteppingStone signed a purchase agreement
to buy the Highland 2 Theatres for $1.35 million. The intent
of the children’s theater company was to invest as much as
$2.3 million more to renovate the 1930s-era movie house as a
400- to 500-seat performance space and drama school.

The response from residents and businesses in the
Highland Park neighborhood was immediate. SteppingStone
withdrew from the purchase agreement amid howls of protest
over the prospect of losing a neighborhood icon—one of only
two remaining movie houses in the city—and of creating a
parking nightmare with all the school buses SteppingStone
would attract to already congested Highland Village.

With the support of city leaders and Summit-University
neighborhood residents, SteppingStone subsequently opted
to buy and renovate the former Grace Community Church,

a historic structure that at one point had been destined for
demolition. The much larger 1908 Classic Revival building
will allow SteppingStone to accommodate bigger audiences,
more young thespians and more diverse programming as
well as outside arts organizations. Parking should not be a
problem since SteppingStone has made arrangements with
nearby churches and William Mitchell College of Law for
shared off-street spaces.

The denouement of this two-act play could not have been
more felicitous for all concerned—neighbors, businesses,
historic preservationists, SteppingStone, its students, their
audience and the city as a whole. Bravos, all around.

Felicitous is not a word that springs to mind at the prospect
of razing and redeveloping the block at the southeast corner
of Randolph Avenue and Lexington Parkway for 20,000
square feet of new retail space. Meridian Management Inc.
and TOLD Development, Meridian’s partner in Randolph
Hill LLC, want to bulldoze four single-family homes, a
fourplex and a car audio and security business and in their
place build a 14,420-square-foot Trader Joe’s grocery store
and a separate 5,330-square-foot building for a handful of
other retailers. The necessary conditional use permit and
zoning variances for the project have already been approved
by the St. Paul Planning Commission on the condition that
the rezoning is approved by the City Council.

The problem with Randolph Hill’s proposal is not the
loss of the residences and the forced relocation of Mach 1.
Nor is the problem the new buildings and businesses that
development would bring in. The problem is the site itself.

According to the developers, preliminary engineering has
shown that the project would have little impact on the heavy
rush-hour traffic in the vicinity of Lexington and Randolph,
which is just a stones throw from the I-35E entrance and exit
ramps. “In part, the traffic level there speaks to the nature of
the corner] said Stephanie Sundberg of TOLD. “We didn’t
create the traffic thats there now”

No, they didn't—and that’s precisely the point. It's hard
to imagine an intersection more ill-suited to accommodate
the additional traffic that this development would bring to
the hillside corner. Despite the opening of the connection
between I-35E and Ayd Mill Road four years ago, Randolph
and Lexington continue to be backed up for blocks at rush
hour. In the wintertime especially, traversing the intersection
can be a harrowing experience.

The Randolph Hill development would include oft-street
parking for 75 cars, but the site plan provides no vehicle
access to the parking lot off Randolph because the city’s
Public Works staff believe any curb cut there would be too
close to the I-35E ramps to be safe. They’re no doubt correct,
but vehicular access off of Lexington poses its own problems.

There are any number of other locations in the southwest
quarter of St. Paul far better-suited to Randolph Hill’s plans
and to the future success of its future commercial tenants.

Season’s gratings: Scrooged again

By BILL STIEGER

into my writing. “Good griefl” I seem to be saying.

‘Look at this life!” With the holidays approaching, I
had hoped to offer some words of encouragement, some
comforting examples of genuine goodness in the world, a
heartwarming story perhaps. The problem is, each day offers
up fresh hells to cloud my snow globe.

Vulgarity and rudeness top the list this week. The other
night while flipping through the channels, I came across a
story on “Entertainment Tonight” about a cable television
show called “Celebrity Rehab With Dr. Drew”” Dr. Drew
makes his millions filming washed-up celebrities in rehab.
One episode featured some guy whod
been an actor on the television show
“Taxi” weeping as he hallucinates. Nice.

That piece was followed by a
commercial that I could scarcely believe.
In the commercial, a motorist is speeding
down a country highway in a new Jeep
singing, “Rock Me Slowly” Suddenly, a
squirrel drops through the sunroof, like
the guy in the old Hertz commercial.
The squirrel begins singing along with
the driver. They’re soon joined by two
songbirds. Finally, a coyote drops into
the back seat, eats one of the birds, then
pukes it back out with a retching sound
familiar to anyone who has ever suffered from the flu. The
coyote then joins in the chorus.

That’s got to be a first—a car company trying to sell new
vehicles by having a coyote vomit in one. American auto
makers have been suffering for years from a dearth of new-
car sales. I ask you: How is a coyote upchucking in a Jeep
going to help Detroit get back on its feet?

Last Saturday, I saw the film No Country for Old Men at
one of those suburban cinaplexes. I don’t know what I was
thinking, going to a movie on a Saturday night. It seemed
like everyone in Woodbury was there. I was miffed at the
long lines at the concession stand, but when I finally got close
enough to read the selections and the prices—the cheapest
was a cup of popcorn for $4.50—1I bailed out.

Still looking forward to the flick, I proceeded down the
hallway to the fourth theater on the right. It was mobbed. I
finally found a seat just as the house lights dimmed. What

l ately I've noticed a Charlie Brown sensibility creeping

Thats got to be a first—
a car company trying
to sell new vehicles by

having a coyote vomit in

one.... I ask you: How is

a coyote upchucking in a

Jeep going to help Detroit
get back on its feet?

followed were 11 previews for upcoming movies. The effect
of the theater’s sound system was as if someone had pulled
the pin on a concussion grenade. I kept my palms clamped
over my ears for what must have been half an hour.

As the movie opened, a younger fellow across the aisle
began chatting with his girlfriend. “Dope!” he said when the
movie’s protagonist pulled back the canvas on the back of a
pickup truck. “The dog’s dead, too!”

I kept waiting for the guy to settle down, but he wouldn’t
stop yakking, announcing to everyone within earshot the
play-by-play as if it were a football game.

I coughed. “Excuse me, sir;’ I said, “could you please keep it
down? I'm trying to watch the movie”

Just then, the film cut to a scene in the desert at midday,
illuminating the entire theater. I could
see the guy across the aisle grimacing at
me. “No!” he said, with rage in his voice.
“Shut up!”

“Twas—”

“Just shut up!”

I felt the muscles in my jaw tightening.
I swear, I experienced myself hovering
over my seat. I kept telling myself that I
would immediately be hauled off to jail
if T got up and slapped the fellow on the
ear. Wisely, I waited for the adrenaline
to settle. I told myself, if this lout kept
yapping, I'd just move to another seat
in the theater. Then I took a few deep
breaths and lost myself in the film.

No Country For Old Men is a wonderfully made movie, but
the plot is as bleak as it gets. It’s basically about a psycho who
kills everyone and gets away with it. Meanwhile, all the good
men are murdered or retire. I found the story much like my
own experience at the cinaplex. This was obviously no theater
for old men.

From now on, it’s the Highland or Grandview for me.
Cell-phone blabbers. Too many electronic gadgets. That
irritating Verizon dude in the black glasses with the quizzical

expression on his face. Ninety-million-dollar athletes.
Reactionary radio talk show hosts. Michael Jackson, Robert
Blake and Phil Spector all walking around scot-free.

Folks tell me to be more positive, that I need to think of
the glass as half full. Well, I do think of the glass as half full. I
won't tell you what I think it’s half full of.

Happy holidays, anyway. I mean it.
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Making a bad intersection worse

Dear editor,

The public hearing on the site plan and city traffic study for
the proposed redevelopment at Randolph Avenue and Lexington
Parkway seems to be a moving target. Though I have tried to follow
the progress of the matter and attend all meetings, I keep hearing
conflicting dates for the public hearing. Residents not just of
Highland Park but also of Macalester-Groveland should turn out to
speak their piece.

Let’s consider not how much we like the idea of being able to buy
Two-Buck Chuck, but how much we would like to negotiate the
I-35E/Randolph exits with the increased traffic that a Trader Joe’s
store would bring. Study the site plan to see how cars coming off of
I-35E would need to turn left onto Lexington, then left into the store
parking lot, and imagine the backup this would cause at rush hour
each afternoon. I've been at that intersection in the winter when a fire
truck coming up the Randolph hill couldn’t break through the logjam
created by slipping and sliding cars and city buses.

The developers are quoted as saying that the development would
have little impact on traffic. (The corner is rated now as grade-D for
congestion.) At the same time, they say that the new store would be
able to take advantage of the traffic that is already on nearby I-35E.
Drawing this traffic to Randolph and Lexington certainly isn’t going
to improve the D grade!

Marge Senninger
Macalester-Groveland

Editor’s note: A story on the redevelopment proposed for the southeast
corner of Randolph Avenue and Lexington Parkway appears on page

6 of this issue. Public hearings on a rezoning and the site plan for this

redevelopment are scheduled for December 19 and 20, respectively.

Gordon Parks’ local connection

To the editor:

Once again you have printed a story that pushed my nostalgia
button. Lisa Heinrich’s “Close to Home” story about Gordon Parks
and his early years in St. Paul (Villager, November 21) sent me to my
library shelf of autographed books and treasured audio and video
tapes to retrieve a tape titled, “A Conversation with Gordon Parks”
It was a program at the annual convention of the North American
Nature Photography Association in 2001 in Las Vegas. I was the
president of NANPA that year and I had the privilege of introducing
Parks when he spoke.

During the convention, I spent over an hour talking with him. I
discovered that we had both attended Central High School and that
we had both worked on Northern Pacific Railroad dining cars. I also
learned that he had been a good friend of Jimmy Griffin, a well-
known St. Paul police officer who also served on the St. Paul School
Board. They had played together on a pickup basketball team.

I knew Griffin, first as the police officer who provided security at
Park Liquor Store where I worked during high school, and later in
the 1980s when we traveled to New York together to sign and deliver
school district bonds—Griffin as the district treasurer and me as
bond counsel for the district. Griffin later told me that he had been
traveling with Parks when Parks bought his first camera in Seattle.
They went down to the docks so Parks could try it out. Griffin said

that he was watching a ferry pull away from a nearby dock when he
heard a splash. He turned around to find Parks had stepped off the
pier into Puget Sound. Parks explained that he had been trying to
properly frame a photo and had taken one step backward too many.

Parks was a remarkable human being. He was a photographer, a
writer of plays, biographies and novels, a painter, a poet, a composer
of classical as well as blues and popular music, a musician, a
choreographer and a filmmaker. In his 88th year, when he suffered
a minor injury to his Achilles tendon, he complained that it would
interfere with his annual downbhill ski trip to Colorado.

Parks was married three times and his ex-wives remained friends
of Parks and one another throughout his life. Though he never
received a high school diploma, before his death at 93 last year he
had been awarded 46 honorary degrees from institutions of higher
education. Gordon Parks was truly a Renaissance man.

In the fall of 2004, Parks was inducted into the Central High School
Hall of Fame. Because of his health at the time, his niece, Robin
Hickman, also a Central graduate, accepted the honor on his behalf.
At the time, I was a member of the hall of fame committee and emcee
for the ceremony.

Not overlooked in reading the Villager article was the reference to
Parks having attended Mechanic Arts High School and a lack of any
reference to Central. Perhaps he attended both, though that seems
unlikely. I just replayed the tape of his 2001 NANPA program, and in
it he refers specifically to attending Central and makes no mention of
Mechanic Arts.

Bernard P. Friel
Mendota Heights

Editor’s note: A timeline of Parks’ life by the State Library of Kansas
states that he attended Mechanic Arts High School in 1928. Other
Internet sources state that he attended both Mechanic Arts and Central
high schools.

Adversarial fear-mongering

To the editor:

Community discourse over Rock-Tenn's prospective “burner”
should ideally be well-informed. Neighbors Against the Burner
(NAB) criticizes biomass as fuel because it may contain 30 percent
refuse-derived fuel (RDF), which could possibly be laden with
pollutants (Villager, November 21). But using RDF does not translate
into unlimited emissions. In addition to allowed fuels, the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency also regulates emissions. Both federal and
state law limit emissions of dioxins, mercury, lead and a variety of
other less familiar—if no less threatening—pollutants.

NAB has not presented any economically viable plan for Rock-
Tenn. Natural gas, their proposed solution, is not a renewable
resource and is not sustainable. If Rock-Tenn is forced to move to
where there are no neighbors, pollutants will come from transporting
urban waste paper instead. We need clear alternatives, not adversarial
fear-mongering.

Having taught environmental ethics at Cornell University, I
can attest to widespread but utopian preoccupation with pristine
environments. NAB-sponsored speaker Paul Connett is correct that
any kind of burning emits pollutants. That includes the burners one
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finds in car engines, home furnaces and power mowers.
Backyard grills, fireplaces and even environmentally friendly
wood stoves emit particulate matter.

I find it ironic that nearly half the NAB signs I pass in
my neighborhood have SUVs or other gas-guzzlers parked
in front of them. Managing trash and securing clean air
and water, while important, are ripples among our current
environmental challenges. According to the Union of
Concerned Scientists’ The Consumer’s Guide to Effective
Environmental Choices, the two most important things
Americans can do are ditch the car and eat vegetarian.
Let’s hope that all our choices and actions, individually and
collectively, are well-informed by context.

Douglas Allchin
Merriam Park

An expensive mistake

Dear editor,

Thank you for your continuing coverage of the issue of the
Rock-Tenn company and its proposed garbage burner. As a
person with asthma, I am appalled that city officials want to
use my tax dollars to build a burner that would send deadly
pollutants into the air. A few minutes on-line will turn up
studies that show that cancer and other disease rates increase
around incinerators. A garbage burner would be an expensive
mistake in terms of both health and money.

Libby Frost
Merriam Park

Wasting other people’s money

To the editor:

Mark Paskes letter to the editor (Villager “Inbox,”
November 21) makes at least two of us who see the grandiose
plans for University Avenue as Stark-raving madness. The
only vision City Council member-elect Russ Stark and other
light-rail supporters have is how to spend other people’s
money.

Ignoring for the moment the gazillion-dollar price tag
of the project, have Mr. Stark and like-minded supporters
considered the other costs of such a public spending
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boondoggle? Construction itself should be sufficient to doom
the small businesses that have blossomed on the currently
light-rail-free University Avenue. And how many people will
want to live in the renovated lofts along the construction
route, much less the actual train line?

No one of course. So perhaps we can go back to the
beginning and inquire as to what the goal of light rail on
University is if it’s not to waste other people’s money. Mr.
Stark won't be the person to start with, as his entire career
has been canted to this very outcome. Too bad he and
other “community organizers” never experienced an actual
productivity requirement at a real job so as to learn the
difference between earning and spending.

Katherine Kennedy
Macalester-Groveland

In praise of older teachers

To the editor:

Regarding John Fishers letter to the editor (Villager
“Inbox;” November 21: I find it sad when he states, “. .let’s
start with the underperformers, not the youngest, brightest
and most motivated new teachers. Has anyone heard of
tenure in the private sector?”

There are so many fabulous older, experienced teachers
who clearly love their jobs and the children they teach. Lets
not assume for a minute that the best is always the youngest.
Our children would clearly miss out if they did not have
the wisdom, background and motivation of these “older”
teachers.

Mary Beth Stupka
Macalester-Groveland

Thank you, District 197 voters

To the editor:

On November 6, residents of School District 197 supported
extending the current excess levy that would have otherwise
expired. This is greatly appreciated. During my 35 years of
teaching in the district, I have felt that our community has
been supportive of our schools, and I hope they will continue
to be in the future.

In the last issue of the Villager (“Inbox;” November 21), a
resident of our district attacked our schools and the teachers’
union of which I am president. Our district does an excellent

job of educating students. Our ACT scores have been rising
for the past few years, and last year our composite score of
23.5 was one point higher than the state average of 22.5 and
2.3 points higher than the national average of 21.2. We also
had two National Merit Scholars and the College Board has
recognized Henry Sibley High School for its excellence in
Advanced Placement science, math and technology courses.
This success has to be attributed to all of our schools.

In regard to union issues, last year our district applied for
the state’s pay-for-performance plan, but the state rejected
items in our plan that they accepted in other districts. The
Villager letter writer also attacked continuing contract rights,
or tenure as he called it. This does not prevent districts from
getting rid of incompetent teachers; it just requires districts
to prove incompetence, instead of not giving a reason for
dismissal. In regard to competency testing, our union has
never taken a position on this issue.

The staft of School District 197 is proud of the education
we offer our students, but we also realize there are areas
we need to improve as we continue to provide a quality
education for our students.

Lee Huenecke, President
West St. Paul Federation of Teachers

Editor’s note: The writer is also a health teacher and head
track and field coach at Henry Sibley High School.

Excessive levy criticism

Dear editor,

On behalf of the many campaign volunteers who worked
hundreds of hours in order to secure basic education funding
for their children in School District 197, I need to respond to
a few of the misstatements of fact in John Fisher’s letter to the
editor in the November 21 Villager.

I have a different interpretation of his negative conclusion
that “the voters finally said no to more tax increases without
accountability” The replacement levy passed by a comfortable
margin, and the second levy request failed by only 58 votes.
These results were obtained despite a record turnout for a
school district election.

Fisher’s statement about “an endless supply of funds” for
the Vote Yes campaign was also erroneous. We reused lawn
signs purchased in previous levy campaigns, and we had
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Parents United is an advocacy organization
committed to helping Minnesota school
districts unite to have a larger voice on
education funding at the state and federal
level—where funding belongs, not in
property tax levies.

Mr. Fisher seems to have a good deal of
time and interest in District 197. Perhaps
it's time he channeled his talent and energy
to give back to the community and join
other committed citizens in volunteering in
our wonderful schools. He may get a better
perspective once he becomes involved.

Debi McConnell
Mendota Heights

Editor’s note: The writer was co-chair of
the Vote Yes excess levy campaign in School
District 197.

Not just a politician
To the editor:

I write to enlighten letter writer John
Wiersma (Villager “Inbox;” November 21)
with a few facts:

According to recent Star Tribune articles,
Al Franken has received around $40,000 in
PAC contributions. By comparison, Norm
Coleman has garnered more than $838,000
in PAC money. Furthermore, 98 percent
of Franken’s donations are derived from
individuals versus 78 percent for Coleman.
Noblesse oblige? Looks like Norm takes the
cake and eats it, too.

Though the Republicans will try to paint
Franken as a mean humorist, the truth is
that Al is passionate and principled in the
issues that matter most to him, like ending
the fiasco in Iraq, veterans benefits (which
Norm repeatedly votes against), universal
health care, investing in renewable energy,
immigration reform and government ac-
countability.As Al often says, “Republicans
like to run by saying that government doesn’t
work. Then they get elected and prove it

With his sharp mind and wit, Al will
strive to change the culture of corruption in
Washington, D.C. He will not be afraid to
speak his mind and vote his convictions. He
will not be the president’s biggest cheerleader.
As Paul Wellstone said, “The future belongs
to those who are passionate and work
hard” That’s the kind of senator I want for
Minnesota. That’s the sort of senator Al
Franken will be.

David Beecham
Highland Park

Libraries vs. stadiums

To the editor,

It is readily apparent that our public
libraries are facing financial crises. One
reason lies in the misguided priorities of our
politicians. The funding of sports stadiums
for private enterprise has taken precedence
over funding essential library services.

Public libraries provide literacy
instruction, aid new immigrants with
language acquisition, offer computer classes
and access to technological services, schedule
a vast array of special programming, foster
the imaginations of children, help prepare
students for college and encourage and
support lifelong learning in all. Stadiums can
make no such claims.

Tax dollars spent on libraries generate a

of times at no out-of-pocket expense, while
some families are not able to afford even one
outing at a sporting event. Public libraries are
adaptive to the ever-changing needs of their
communities, while the professional sports
industry caters only to its own self-serving
desires.

Perhaps the biggest obstacle libraries face
is the refusal of politicians to act on the needs
and desires of the constituents they profess
to represent. Public libraries fight to survive,
while private team owners threaten to leave
town, much as a petulant child tests the love
of her parents by threatening to run away
from home. We are fortunate that the love
shown to our communities by our public
libraries is strong enough to withstand the
neglect and ingratitude displayed toward
them. Public libraries have been and will
remain the anchors of our communities.

The fickle nature of the professional sports
industry offers no such guarantee.

It is poor public policy to invest heavily
in a nonessential industry that returns so
little to its community. Our elected officials
should instead be investing our money in
indispensable library services that have
demonstrated enduring societal benefits. Put
into perspective, funding our public libraries
is not only a sensible economic investment, it
is clearly our best bargain.

Shandalee Novak
Northeast Minneapolis

Editors note: The writer is a student in the
Urban Library Program at the College of St.
Catherine.

No end to my back yard

Dear editor:

Rock-Tenn employee Tom Troskey
(Villager Inbox, November 7) seems to think
that citizens who oppose the burning of
garbage in the middle of a densely populated
metropolitan area are merely saying “not
in my back yard?” Perhaps he has not read
the countless studies of the plume of toxins
traveling for hundreds of miles. In fact, they
have found dioxin in the breast milk of Inuit
women living 400 miles from civilization
and have traced it to a plant in the United
States. When we are a community of God’s
children, where does my back yard end? Is it
five blocks, five miles, 500 miles, 5,000 miles
away? It is in fact the entire globe.

Don't talk to me about the issue being not
in my back yard. Your right to use the sky for
a landfill stops with my health and everyone’s
health on the planet.

Nancy Hone
Merriam Park

Editor’s note: The letter writer is the
coordinator of Neighbors Against the Burner.

Do write

The Villager welcomes letters to the
editors. The more the merrier. However,
they must be signed and include a tele-
phone number for verification purposes.
You may send your letter to the Villager at
757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116,
e-mail it to letters@myvillager.com or fax
it to 651-699-6501.
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Workshops firm up plans for Central Corridor stations

By JANE MCCLURE

Block by block, foam model piece by

foam model piece, plans are taking

shape for future development around
the proposed Central Corridor light-rail sta-
tions on University Avenue. This month the
results of daylong workshops will be compiled
into draft plans for the areas surrounding sev-
en transit stops between Rice Street and West-
gate Business Park.

The workshops will wrap up with a session
focusing on the Fairview Avenue station area
plan on Wednesday, December 5. An open
house to present ideas and hear comments
from the public will take place from 5:30 to
8:00 p.m. that day at the Central Corridor Re-
source Center, 1080 University Ave. Previous
workshops examined the Raymond Avenue
and Westgate station areas this week, and the
Rice Street, Dale Street, Snelling Avenue and
Lexington Parkway station areas in mid- to
late November.

The workshops have gone well, according
to city planner Donna Drummond. Some of
the evening sessions have attracted more than
two dozen members of the public. Maps have
been developed as well as three-dimensional

models of each area.

The station area plans will outline possible
zoning changes for areas around each tran-
sit stop, as well as plans for future land uses,
parks and open space improvements, and
bicycle and pedestrian connections. Some of
the ideas could be implemented in time for
line-rail transit’s projected start in 2014. Oth-
ers will depend upon the availability of land
and may not be realized for 30 years or more.

“What youre really looking at are hun-
dreds of visions all up and down University
Avenue,” said Jeff Patterson of Colliers Turley
Martinson and Tucker, a real estate consult-
ing firm that has studied University’s market
potential. “Some of it may happen; some of it
may not.”

Most of the station area plans show denser
development in existing commercial areas,
and smaller-scale development in areas closer
to residential neighborhoods. High-rise build-
ings would be concentrated at major corners.
City leaders must still decide what level of
density is appropriate for each area, according
to George Dark of Urban Strategies, the city’s
land-use planning consultant for the Central
Corridor. “You have to ask how much is too
much,” he said.

The workshops’ results reflect conditions
unique to each station area. Between Lexing-
ton and Snelling, for example, there are large
“superblocks” south of University that were
platted more than a century ago for commer-
cial use. “It's a unique building opportunity that
doesn't exist in the rest of the city;” Dark said.

Breaking up those large blocks with an east-
west street, similar to the service road that bi-
sects the block on which the new SuperTarget
sits at University and Hamline, is seen as one
way to create better bicycle and pedestrian
access through the area, as are north-south
streets to improve connections to the Snelling
station area. City planner Lucy Thompson
said “pedestrian-brutal” was a phrase used to
describe the area as it currently exists during
the station planning workshop. “There’s a lot
of asphalt and a lot of cars,” she said.

However, Paula Maccabee, who represents
the owners of Midway Center, suggested that
perhaps too many changes were being pro-
posed for the shopping center. Numerous
plans to redevelop the center and properties
to the south have been floated over the years,
ranging from theaters to a hotel to more office
and retail space. Maccabee noted that none of
those plans proved feasible.

Earlier this year a site plan was approved
for a home improvement retailer to locate on
the southeast corner of the Midway Center
property. Plans also were approved this fall to
build a Walgreens and Big Top Liquors near
Snelling and Spruce Tree Drive. Those plans
were fought by district councils and Univer-
sity United.

Though there may come a time when the
shopping center is no longer the best use for
the property, what happens to the site will be
decided by the marketplace, Maccabee said.
She said that adding more buildings along
University as part of station area planning
could hurt existing businesses.

Central Corridor project engineers have
selected the Snelling-University intersection
as the preferred site for the Snelling station.
The Pascal-University and Asbury-University
corners also were considered, but the Snelling
corner is expected to provide better connec-
tions with Metro Transit buses and would al-
low left-turn lanes to be retained.

University Avenue accounts for more than
half of the 11-mile Central Corridor route be-
tween the Twin Cities’ two downtowns. Next
year, station area planning will begin for tran-
sit stops in downtown St. Paul.

Half-mile distance sought between University Ave. transit stops

By JANE MCcCLURE

push for additional light-rail
Astations on University Ave-

nue drew nearly 100 people
to a meeting at Lao Family Com-
munity on November 29. Current
plans for the Central Corridor call
for stations to be placed at one-mile
intervals between Snelling Avenue
and Rice Street (at Snelling, Lexing-
ton Parkway, Dale Street and Rice).
Adding stations at Hamline Avenue,
Victoria Street and Western Avenue
would cut the distance to a half mile
between stations.

“Theres a compelling case for
additional stations,” said Steve Wil-
son, president of the Summit-Uni-
versity Planning Council, which is
a member of the District Councils
Collaborative, one of several groups
pushing for the added stations. “It’s
something the community should
have and is entitled to”

Joining the collaborative in sup-
port of the additional stations are
the NAACP, Community Stabiliza-
tion Project, St. Paul Urban League,
Model Cities, University United and
Aurora-St. Anthony Neighborhood
Development Corporation. All of
those groups are now hurrying to
meet a December 12 deadline to
get their comments submitted for

the Central Corridor Community
Advisory Committee meeting at
5:00 p.m. Thursday, December 20,
at Goodwill/Easter Seals, 553 Fair-
view Ave.

The proposed Central Corridor
stations were identified in an envi-
ronmental impact statement (EIS)
that was completed last year. Parts
of the EIS, including the ones stat-
ing where the stations would be
located, date back to the 1980s and
’90s. The Metropolitan Council is
now conducting a supplemental EIS
to look at adding one or more new
stations, according to comnmunity
outreach coordinators Shoua Lee
and Nkongo Cigolo.

Comments on the additional sta-
tions may be e-mailed to carol@
dcc-stpaul-mpls.org by December
12. The comments will be added to
the District Councils Collaborative
research report that was presented
on November 29. The report lays
out the reasons to add the stations,
citing factors ranging from trans-
portation equity to increased poten-
tial for redevelopment around the
stations.

St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman,
City Council members, Ramsey
County commissioners, state leg-
islators and Congresswoman Betty
McCollum are joining in the call

|

Pilgrim
Lutheran

Community outreach coordinator Shoua Lee, left, chats with Hai
Truong, owner of Ngon Vietnamese Bistro, 799 University Ave. Truong
believes a half-mile distance between light-rail stations on University
Avenue will increase pedestrian traffic in the area.

for more station sites. Ken Iosso,
legislative aide to Ramsey County
Regional Rail Authority chairman
Rafael Ortega, said the county is
urging the Met Council to at least
install the infrastructure for the ex-
tra stations, even if they cannot be
added until later.

Ward 1 council member-elect
Melvin Carter III said it doesn’t
make sense to spend almost $1 bil-
lion on a project, yet not improve
transit service for area residents.

Ward 4 council member-elect
Russ Stark said other parts of the
Central Corridor line have stations
closer than one mile. He suggested
that the Met Council look at reduc-
ing the number of stations in the
downtown areas in order to add
neighborhood stations.

Nathaniel Khaliq of the NAACP
said neighborhoods around the
Central Corridor need to see ben-
efits if they are going to be disrupt-
ed by train operations. “If we can't

Sunday, December 9

8:30 & 11 am - Advent Lessons and Carols
9:45 am - Forum: "Music's Role in Life Passages”
Led by Marty Haugen, liturgical composer

have these additional stops, then
we shouldn’t have light rail running
through this community;” he said.

Having stations every half-mile
would be more consistent with
spacing in other rail projects in ur-
ban neighborhoods, said researcher
Mary Kay Bailey, who prepared
the report for the District Councils
Collaborative. She said the current
spacing between stations puts many
destinations out of an easy walk for
transit users. That directly affects
low-income and minority residents
around the east end of University.

The EIS indicated that there could
be cutbacks to local bus service with
the addition of the Central Corri-
dor, although no final decision has
been made on the Route 16 buses
that travel on University between
the two downtowns. The Route 50
express buses, which operate on
University during rush hour and
have limited stops, would be elimi-
nated.

Bailey cautioned that adding sta-
tions would increase the already ris-
ing Central Corridor budget. If the
project is to qualify for federal fund-
ing, it needs to meet a complicated
cost-effectiveness index formula.
Current costs are approaching the
$1 billion mark and that needs to be
cut to qualify for federal dollars.

Church

A Home for
Hungry Minds &

A Reconciling in

Congregation
A Congregation Caring

for Creation

6:51 pm - Celtic Contemplative Communion Service

Sunday, December 23
8:30 & 11 am - A Contemplative Service of Healing

Souls
Christ Rev. Carol Tomer, Lead Pastor

Rev. Wayne Weissenbuehler, Assoc. Pastor
1935 St. Clair Avenue at Prior, St. Paul
www.pilgrimstpaul.org ~ 651-699-6886
Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 11 am
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LAZARE DIAMONDS g
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T rwnt Shhocws

Friday, Dec 7 & Saturday, Dec. 8

$90,000 Lazare Diamond Shoes & $49,500 Lazare Diamond Evening Bag
Friday, Dec 7~ Edina & Saturday, Dec. 8~ St. Paul

MEN'S NIGHT

Tuesday, Dec 11 ¢ 5-8 pm

Highland store location

Meet Ron Gardenhire Experience the Beers of
Manager of the Minnesota Twins Summit Bl’CWil’lg Co.
5 pm - 6pm presented by Brewer Jim Lonetti.

And we’ll help you find that perfect holiday gift in a relaxed, no-pressure environment.

MIKIMOTO

RicHARD KREMENTZ GEMSTONES

Frwnt Shhocws

Friday, Dec 14 &
Saturday, Dec. 15

_

C

HIGHLAND VILLAGE 50™ & FRANCE
2065 FORD PKWY, ST. PAUL 5020 FRANCE AVE S, EDINA
651.698.6321 952.926.6166

WWW.RFMOELLER.COM

Created and modeled on the Oscars Red Carpet

by Taryn Rose, Designer to the Stars
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District Council News

District 13
www.district13stpaul.blogspot.com « 651-645-6887

Supper and Shakespeare—The Lex-Ham Community
Theater’s Shakespeare Reading Series will continue with King
John on Friday, December 7, at 1184 Portland Ave. The play
tells the historical story of the battle for the English throne be-
tween King John and his nephew, Arthur, who was supported
by Phillip II of France. The evening will start with a potluck
supper at 6:30 p.m., followed by the reading at 7:00. Parts will
be reassigned at the start of each scene, so everyone will have
plenty of chances to read. No registration is required. Partici-
pants are asked to bring food to share and a copy of the play.
For information, visit www.LexHamArts.org/theater/ and
click on the reading series or call 651-644-3366.

Snelling-Hamline green space—The Snelling-Hamline
neighborhood now has a research assistant in landscape archi-
tecture, Kate Skelton, who will be helping in the redesign of the
green space on Hamline Avenue at the entrance to Ayd Mill
Road. The green space includes the Eleanor Graham Commu-
nity Garden and the adjacent Ashland Park. A presentation on
the preliminary designs will be made from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, at Bethel Christian Fellowship Church,
1466 Portland Ave. Use the entrance off the back parking lot.
For information, contact poultonbrian@aol.com.

Upcoming meetings—Neighbors Against the Burner rep-
resentatives will give a presentation at the District 13 board
of directors meeting at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 5, at
the Dunning Recreation Center, 1221 Marshall Ave. The Land
Use Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, December
19, at the Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.

Macalester-Groveland

www.macgrove.org » 651-695-4000

KidsPark open house—KidsPark, the Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council’s drop-in child-care center, will hold
a free meet and greet from 10:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, De-
cember 8, at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs
St. There will be beverages to drink and holiday cookies to
decorate and eat, as well as a craft activity for the kids. Teach-
ers and members of the KidsPark Parent Advisory Committee
will be on hand to answer questions, receive feedback and pro-
vide information on how to become more involved with the
center, which operates during the school year at the Groveland
Park Recreation Center, 2045 St. Clair Ave. For reservations or
to help out with the event, call KidsPark at 651-695-4008.

Snelling median—The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council’s Transportation Committee moved on November
26 to support a proposed median on Snelling Avenue be-
tween St. Clair and Grand avenues pending further analysis
of the following issues: providing vehicular access to Lincoln
Commons, installing a left-turn arrow at St. Clair for vehicles
traveling southbound on Snelling, providing space for Metro
Transit buses to pick up and drop off passengers, and mak-
ing Lincoln Avenue east of Snelling a two-way rather than a
one-way street. Full minutes of the meeting are available on
the community council’s website.

Mac-Grove Frost Fest—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council will sponsor a new winter event on Saturday,
January 12, at Groveland Park, 2045 St. Clair Ave. From 1:00 to
3:00 that afternoon there will be ice skating, a snowman con-

Holiday Trunk Show and 50% Off Frames...

1y Trur
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Annual Holi

[oli
and 50% Off k

clay

Date: Thursday, December 13th
Location: Highland Park location

e Sale prices available at Falcon Heights too.

(Offer cannot be combined with insurance benefits)

of complete pair of eye
wear (frames & lenses)
¢ No other discounts apply.

OPTICIANS

Holiday Trunk Show and 50% Off Frames...
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“On December 13th... come see lots of frames” It our annual Trunk Show again and we inite you to check
out the latest in eyewear styles and technology. Lots to look at. Lots to choose from. Lots to try on.
Time: 10 am - 7 pm

¢ Refreshments served all day (..on December 13th)
» Stop in between 5pm and 7pm and enjoy a complimentary glass of wine.

eAstbrcr P tlierns
 Offer valid on purchase

¢ Highland e 772 Cleveland Ave. S. ¢ St. Paul, MN 55116 (651) 224-2883
e Falcon Heights ¢ 1542 Larpenteur Ave. W. ¢ Falcon Hts., MN 55113 (651) 645-1976

Don'’t forget: Set up an eye exam with Dr. Jenna Sculley for everyone in your family

test (if there is snow), music by DJ 80s
and treats. The event is free and reg-
istration is not required. Participants
will be asked to bring a nonperish-
able food shelf donation for Keystone
Community Services. The Mac-Grove
Frost Fest is replacing the council’s
annual snow sculpting contest, which
has been dropped due to lack of snow
in recent years. Check the website for
updates or contact Marie Nelson at the
council office.

Block leaders signup—Block lead-
ers who are interested in receiving the
agenda and materials for the commu-
nity council’s monthly board of direc-
tors meeting may e-mail Marie Nelson
at marie@macgrove.org to get their name
added to the list.

Highland Park

www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

Board meeting—The Highland District Council’s board
of directors will meet at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 6, at
the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The agenda
includes a report by the search committee on the hiring of a
permanent community organizer for the council. The board
will also discuss a proposal to use this year’s district council
allocation from the city to pay back taxes from previous years.
So far, city administrators have not allowed it. The board will
also hear a report from the Crime Prevention Committee on
which Highland businesses have applied for grants reimburs-
ing them for the cost of hiring off-duty police officers.

New member—Dan Greenberg, owner of the Champps
restaurant in Sibley Plaza, has joined the HDC board as a rep-
resentative of the West End Business and Professional Asso-
ciation. WEBPASs seat on the board had been vacant for sev-
eral years. However, the association recently reorganized and
is now holding monthly meetings.

Transportation Committee—The HDC’s Transportation
Committee on November 26 received a city traffic study for
the intersection of Lexington Parkway and Randolph Avenue.
However, committee members decided to postpone discus-
sion of the study until its meeting on Monday, December 17.
There, they are expected to make a recommendation regard-
ing the proposed redevelopment of the southeast corner of that
intersection. The Zoning Committee of the St. Paul Planning
Commission has scheduled a public hearing on the develop-
ment for Thursday, December 20.

The Transportation Committee did discuss proposed mod-
ifications to the intersection of Cleveland and St. Paul avenues.
Together with city traffic engineers, the committee will be
hosting a meeting on the proposed changes at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, December 11, at Hillcrest, 1978 Ford Pkwy.

Community Development Committee—The HDC’s
Community Development Committee will meet on Thursday,
December 13, at Hillcrest. The agenda includes the license ap-
plications for grocery and tobacco sales at Parkway Mobil at
2005 Ford Pkwy., the proposed redevelopment at Randolph
Avenue and Lexington Parkway, and several variance requests
in the Highland Park neighborhood.

Holiday Trunk Show and 50% Off Frames...

{_ 3 _h_ OW Only on *Dec. 13th

e

=4
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The district councils
in the Villager area

Community organizer—The

HDC is looking to hire a perma-

nent, full-time community orga-

nizer. Georgia Dietz has been filling

that role on a temporary basis for the past

six months. The desired qualifications for the posi-

tion include a college degree, excellent communication and

computer skills, and the ability to work independently and in

concert with local residents, city staff and other governmental

entities. Nonprofit experience is a plus. Interested candidates

are invited to submit a resume and salary requirements by

December 15 to the Search Committee, c/o Gary Marx, 2136
Ford Pkwy., #107, St. Paul, MN 55116.

Off-leash dog areas—Highland area residents who are in-
terested in serving on a citywide task force to address the need
for more off-leash dog areas are invited to attend the HDC
board’s December 6 meeting or contact the HDC office at 651-
695-4005. The HDC will submit the names of prospective task
force members to the city’s Parks and Recreation Commission
for consideration.

Summit Hill

www.summithillassociation.org « 651-222-1222

Annual fundraising letter and survey—The Summit Hill
Association receives an annual stipend each year from the city
of St. Paul. However, that money does not sustain all of the
many programs and services the association provides. It takes
a lot of work by volunteers and staff to raise additional funds.
Area residents recently received a fundraising letter from the
association and are being asked to consider making a tax-
deductible contribution to help support SHA programs. They
also are being asked to complete a survey that accompanies
the letter.

Promoting a greener new year—The Summit Hill Asso-
ciation is interested in hearing from area residents who would
like to see a greener and more environmentally friendly neigh-
borhood in 2008. The SHAs Environment Committee can
help families, youth groups and others fulfill their New Year’s
resolution to become more involved. For more information,
call or stop by the SHA office.

Get connected electronically—The SHAs website contains
regularly updated information on neighborhood activities and
programs. Residents may also sign up on the website to receive
electronic news updates about important events, meetings and
other neighborhood issues.
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I When you purchase a second hamburger af equal or greater value

1 sBes off,
OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/07
Cleveland at St. Clair

I 651690-1846

Roseville Shopping Center
(Lexington & Larp.) ) 651488-0241
L-----------‘

Locally Owned

HIAWATHA
FALLS LIQUOR

Just across the Ford Bridge
next to Blockbuster.

Open Mon-Sat
10am to 10pm!

4727 Hiawatha Ave S.
Minneapolis
612-729-5958
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Blowing in the wind

Answer to world’s future energy needs
may be turning a KidWind turbine kit

By JOHN BAICHTAL

en Michael Arquin
started teaching about
wind power in his ele-

mentary and secondary school
science classes, he had

no idea his curriculum

would come to influence
thousands of teachers

and students across the

United States.

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Colorado-
Boulder with a B.S. in
biology and environ-
mental studies and a
master’s degree in science edu-
cation from Cornell Universi-
ty, Arquin taught for five years
in Santa Catalina School in
Monterey, California. He left
teaching in 2003 to pursue
a fellowship at Tufts Uni-
versity. There he saw his
passion for wind energy
coalesce into a bona fide
project.

As a fellow at the Wright

Center for Science Educa- Michael Arquin displays KidWind’s Windlab Jr. kit.

tion, he founded the KidWind

Project with the goal of devel-

oping not only new curricula in wind energy,
but simple wind turbine kits to give students a
hands-on understanding of the latest technol-
ogy in renewable energy.

Following the fellowship, he moved to the
Macalester-Groveland neighborhood of St.
Paul with his wife, Roopali Phadke, who had
accepted a professorship in environmental
studies at Macalester College. Arquin, 37,
now stays at home with his two sons—Kiran,
7, and Adri, 3—running KidWind in his spare
time. He recently hired two Macalester gradu-
ates to help him out with the project.

One advantage of living in St. Paul is the
Wind Source program that Xcel Energy offers
to its customers, Arquin said. For a small pre-
mium, Wind Source promises to derive a per-
centage of the energy needed for a household’s
electrical needs from wind farms. “Checking
that box on our Xcel bill says we're interested
in paying a little more money for wind pow-
er; Arquin said. “What that does is drive the
production of wind farms. It's symbolic, but
it'll actually have some meaning in the end”

All of the electricity in Arquins home
and workshop is derived from wind power
through the Wind Source program, he said.
He said it only costs him an additional $10
every month.

“With a really aggressive national program
in wind energy, we could produce around 20
percent of our energy from wind in the next
20 to 30 years,” Arquin said. Though it would
require a substantial investment in infrastruc-
ture, the industry is on the brink of having the
necessary technology, he said. “Turbines have
gotten larger and much more reliable—gear
boxes, blades, everything;” he said. “Also, we're
producing more of them, so we have some
economies of scale”

As KidWind’s curriculum evolved, Ar-
quin realized there was a dearth of wind en-
ergy hardware appropriate for the classroom.
“There were a lot of products out there, but
they were like $300 or $500,” he said. One
turbine kit developed by KidWind allows
students to modify the design of a turbine’s
blades and then measure the electrical output
to determine the ideal configuration. Another
kit tips its hat to the windmills of old by al-
lowing students to measure how much weight

PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

can be hoisted by wind power alone.

When not developing new hardware, Ar-
quin organizes workshops to assist science
teachers in developing their own curricula.
“During the summer we'll hold 10 workshops
all over the US.” he said. “We'll go to, like,
New York and for a day take 40 teachers and
teach them about wind power, what goes on
in the classroom, and take them on a tour of
awind farm”

Over the past few years, KidWind has held
more than 60 workshops and other educa-
tional programs for upwards of 1,800 partici-
pants, Arquin said. Most of them have been
teachers who have gone on to influence tens
of thousands of students, he said.

Though his primary audience is teachers,
Arquin has made ita point to find out what ap-
peals to students. He has separate lesson plans
for elementary, middle school and secondary
students. Though girls’ interest in science may
lag behind that of boys, Arquin has found that
if he frames the wind energy curriculum in
terms of improving society as a whole, it in-
creases its appeal to girls. “Instead of saying,
‘Let’s make the car go faster] say, ‘Let’s make
the ambulance travel in a more efficient way,”
he said. “The girls will get into it”

Last month Arquin and his assistants par-
ticipated in Family Science Saturday at Min-
neapolis’ Bakken Museum, where adults and
children built wind turbines and experiment-
ed with wind turbine blades. On December
6 KidWind will take part in the Bakken’s Re-
newable Energy Expo. Arquin also hopes to
teach a class next summer at Minneapolis’
Leonardos Basement.

Arquin estimates that he has sold or distrib-
uted more than 5,000 science kits of various
types through workshops over the past two
years. His on-line store at www.kidwind.org
offers dozens of different kits—not only of
wind projects but solar energy and fuel cell
projects, too—in addition to replacement
parts and a small assortment of books.

The KidWind Project's website is much
more than a store, however. With new ideas
for science fairs, lesson plans, ready-made
presentations and bibliographies, Arquin’s or-
ganization aims to impress as many people as
possible on the benefits of wind energy.
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Hardy embraces new assignment on St. Paul School Board

By KEviN DriscoLL

eith Hardy has a passion for educa-

K‘;ion that he has been able to express

s both a student and teacher. With his

election to the St. Paul School Board on No-

vember 6, he is looking forward to taking that
passion to a new level.

“My experience is what drives me,” said
Hardy, the first African American on the St.
Paul School Board since Toni Carter departed
in 2005 to run for the Ramsey County Board
of Commissioners. “My parents encouraged
my sister Vanessa and me to finish school and
learn as much as possible”

Although his parents never graduated from
high school, Hardy, 44, took their advice to
heart, moving through the public schools of
Buffalo, New York, and Seneca, South Caro-
lina, graduating from the University of Texas
in Arlington with a degree in journalism and
completing the coursework for a master’s de-
gree in technical communication at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

A resident of St. Paul's East Side, Hardy is
employed as a project coordinator and trainer
in information technology for Target Corpo-
ration. For much of the past two decades he
has also taught speech and leadership classes
to youngsters at public and private schools
and through community service organiza-
tions. Single and the father of a 7-year-old
son, he has also served as a mentor to youth
through the Girl Scouts, the Brian Coyle
Community Center, the Multi-Cultural Ex-
cellence Program, the Microsoft Youth Infor-
mation Technology Curriculum and Family
Advocate Network Systems.

Hardy has also served on the boards of a va-
riety of nonprofit organizations, including the

Keith Hardy

American Diabetes Association, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, the American Lung As-
sociation, Resources for Child Caring, the
Education and Housing Equity Project and
the Council on Black Aging.

“Most everything Keith does outside of
work involves fundraising for one organi-
zation or another;” said Pat Croal, who met
Hardy 15 years ago when they were members
of Toastmasters International and has volun-
teered with him on downtown Minneapolis’
Holidazzle Parade. “Did he tell you he volun-
teers at the Renaissance Festival every year,
too? He'll dress in costume and hawk T-shirts
or beer for one organization or another”

Former School Board member Al Oertwig
recruited Hardy to serve on the school dis-

Names in the News

tricts Citizens Budget and Finance Advisory
Committee in 1997-98. Hardy left the com-
mittee after a year, but came back in 2002 and
for the past two years served as its chair.

Through all of those activities, Hardy said,
he has tried to pass along some of the “good
seeds” his parents and mentors planted in
him. He cited four of them:

o “Ask questions. It shows people you are
truly interested in learning. You have two ears
and one mouth; listen twice as much as you
speak.

 “Respect your elders. Seek their advice
and learn from their experience.

» “Live with integrity. People will then rely
on you and respect you, even if they disagree
with you.

 “Do your work well, so that if someone
nitpicks, it’s their problem, not yours”

Two experiences that had a profound im-
pact on Hardy’s outlook on life both happened
when he was 13: His sister died and he was
diagnosed with Marfan syndrome, a genetic
disease that he called his “bogeyman” and “a
death sentence of sorts,” because it can cause
severe cardiovascular problems. However, he
said, it hasn't stopped him from training as a
long-distance runner, covering up to 31 miles
at a stretch, or from “high goals that, even if
missed, land me among the stars. My sister’s
death is my motivation for demanding the
utmost service from health care professionals
and not buying into what they say because of
their title. Her death is one reason I educate
people about their health choices and life-
style”

Among Hardy’s goals as a School Board
member is to eliminate the achievement gap
between minority and white students and to
engage more parents and citizens at large in

“helping children achieve academic success
by taking charge of their own education, ask-
ing questions, seeking additional challenges
and pushing themselves to excel.,” he said.

Hardy also wants to use his experience as
a mentor to promote the expansion and con-
solidation of public and private tutoring and
mentoring programs. He said he will use his
business connections and appear in front of
religious organizations, social service agen-
cies and district councils to recruit volunteer
tutors and mentors.

Some children are discouraged by their
peers from “being smart,” according to Hardy.
“There’s nothing wrong with being smart,” he
said. “T especially want students of color to
know it’s all right to make the honor roll and
to have the same high expectations of them-
selves as other students”

According to Joanne Clark, who served with
Hardy on the Citizens Budget and Finance
Advisory Committee, Hardy “gets it. By that
I mean he has seen the data from the school
district about student behavior and he can in-
fuse the School Board with a cultural perspec-
tive of what African American students need
to get to the next level of education. Hardy
will make an excellent School Board member,
because you can't really be a good one without
getting out to all the schools and Keith has al-
ready been doing that through all of his men-
toring work”

Hardy is a “real trivia buff,” Croal said, “es-
pecially on movies, sports and history. He has
a great memory, which makes him a great
teammate for Trivial Pursuit” Of his election
to the School Board, Croal said, “I know it’s
something hes dreamed of for a long time.
He’s so passionate about helping kids to suc-
ceed. Its evident in everything he does”

Lynne Megan of Merriam Park received the
2007 Special Board Award at Arc of Minneso-
ta’s recent state convention in Duluth. Megan
is an active member of Arc’s Governmental
Affairs Committee and has participated in
rallies and lobbying days at the state Capitol.
She is CEO and president of TSE Inc. of Rose-
ville, a provider of employment services for
persons with disabilities.

Army Reserve Private Tianna LeMieux has
graduated from basic training at Fort Jackson,
South Carolina. LeMieux is the daughter of
Bambi LeMieux of South Minneapolis.

Denise Johnson, a Summit-University neigh-
borhood resident and editorial writer for the
Star Tribune, received the Widening the Cir-
cle Award from ThreeSixty this month for her
work in mentoring high school students of
color who are interested in journalism. John-
son has worked with student journalists for
more than 30 years, first through the Urban
Journalism Workshop that began in 1971 and
now through its successor, ThreeSixty, which
is based at the University of St. Thomas.

Eric Nyberg has been named president of
Keystone Community Services in Merriam

Park. He had been serving as Keystone’s in-
terim president ever since Greg Wandersee
retired in May. Nyberg has been on staff at
Keystone (and its predecessor, Merriam Park
Community Services) since 1984, most re-
cently as vice president and chief program
and development officer.

Jeff Prauer of Macalester-Groveland has been
hired as executive director of the Metropolitan
Regional Arts Council. Prauer, who served as
executive director of Community Programs
in the Arts for the past 14 years, will assume
his new post in January.

Frank Brittain, a senior at St. Paul Academy,
has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, the high-
est rank in the Boy Scouts of America. Heisa
member of Troop 1 sponsored by St. Mark’s
Catholic Church. For his Eagle Scout service
project, Brittain restored a trail at the Dodge
Nature Center in West St. Paul.

Mary Mackbee, principal of Central High
School, will receive a Women of Distinction
award from Century College on December
13. Mackbee is being honored for her work in
getting under-represented students ready for
college.
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Aspen Medical Group welcomes

Dr. Wes Peters

Orthopaedic surgeon, now practicing at
Inver Grove Heights and accepting new patients

Society
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University of Manitoba, Canada, Medical School

University of Manitoba Residency in Orthopedics and
University of Vermont Fellowship in Foot and Ankle

Board Certified in Orthopaedics

Member American Association of Orthopaedic
Surgeons American Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle

For appointments call
651.603.7400
Central Orthopedics Scheduling

We accept all major health insurance
www.aspenmed.org
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Highland Park Elementary principal Teresa Ciccarelli donned a wizard costume to whip
up some mathematical magic during Math Night at the school. She is pictured playing a
strategy game with 1st-grader Lila Craverio, left, 2nd-graders Maddie Teipel and Noelle
Craverio, 5th-grader Max Griffing and 6th-grader P.D. Weisman. proto sy BRAD STAUFFER

School Notes

Nathan Schwartzbauer
was named St. Thomas
Academys 100th Cadet
Colonel on November 21.
He was handed the Flem-
ing Saber by headmaster
Thomas Mich while sur-
rounded by fellow cadets,
administrators,  faculty
members, previous cadet
colonels, parents and area residents. His lieu-
tenant colonels are seniors Patrick Herten-
stein, Charles Nocker, Benjamin Schneeman,
Alexander Schneider and Peter Waldvogel.

Talmud Torah of St. Paul, 768 Hamline Ave.
S., will hold recruitment open houses for the
upper school (grades 5-8) at 1:00 p.m. Sunday,
December 9, and for the lower school (grades
K-4) at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, January 20. For in-
formation or to set up an individual tour, call
Amy Alch at 651-698-8807. Information also
is available by visiting www.ttsp.org.

A Holiday Book Drive for Expo and Homec-
roft elementary schools in Highland Park is
being held through January 1 at Barnes & No-
ble, 2080 Ford Pkwy. Customers are invited to
buy a new book and leave it with the store to
distribute to the schools.

Henry Sibley High School in Mendota
Heights will host its second annual invita-
tional debate tournament on Friday and
Saturday, December 7-8. The tournament is
expected to draw more than 30 schools and
nearly 200 debaters. The Sibley varsity debate
team got off to a good start this year by win-
ning the Concordia Invitational in Moorhead
on November 2-3. The Warriors also placed a
team in the top eight during the Iowa Caucus
Tournament in Cedar Rapids on October 27.
Sibley’s David Wolkowicz finished eighth out
of a field of 140 debaters in that event.

St. Paul Open School, 90 S. Western Ave.,
will celebrate its homecoming on Saturday,
December 8, beginning at 1:00 p.m. with a
theater production, The Italian Straw Hat, and
ending with a social hour from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. Music, food, tours, snacks by a crackling
tire and Fraquetball are just a few of the events
being planned. Call 651-293-8670.

Our Lady of Peace High School alumnae
and former staff members will gather at 6:00
p.m. Thursday, December 20, for the fourth
annual recreation of the schools traditional
holiday candlelighting ceremony, which was
held at the all-girls’ school each year before
Christmas vacation.The event will take place
at the site of the former high school, which
has been the home to William Mitchell Col-

lege of Law since 1975. The ceremony will
include recognizing the 50th anniversary of
the class of 1957 and food donations will be
collected for Second Harvest Heartland. Visit
www.OLPalum.com or call Joni Mitchell at
651-633-8657.

School District 197 is now accepting regis-
tration for winter and spring Early Childhood
Family Education classes for children age birth
to pre-kindergarten and their parents. Classes
are held in the day and evening at Somerset
School in Mendota Heights and at Pilot Knob
School in Eagan. The winter session begins
the week of January 2, and the spring session
begins March 24. Call 651-405-2638.

The Highland Park High School debate
team finished in the final rounds of two tour-
naments on November 2-3. Novices Kathryn
Berrisford and Andrew Hall were quarterfi-
nalists at the Concordia Moorhead tourna-
ment, and seniors Juan Garcia and Nat Ol-
son were semifinalists in a tournament held
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Garcia was named
the top speaker in the tournament, Olson was
fourth and junior Jillian Jordan was 10th. Jor-
dan and sophomore Tamar Kaplan finished as
octafinalists in the tournament. Both teams
earned bids to the Tournament of Champions
that will be held in Kentucky in May. The next
weekend, Highland hosted the Capital City
Invitational tournament, which drew more
than 400 debaters, coaches and judges from
around the state.

St. Thomas Academy physics teacher Mark
Westlake was named a winner in the Innova-
tion in Teaching category for the 2007 Tekne
Awards that were presented in November
by the Minnesota High Tech Association.
Westlake has been teaching physics at STA
for 18 years. He created the schools experi-
mental vehicle teams, which have won eight
national championships, set national records
and have been featured in Popular Mechanics.
This year’s team recently received a $10,000
Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam grant to support
the development of a street-legal, electric mo-
torcycle that will be safer than today’s motor-
cycles and be able to travel more than 40 miles
before needing to be recharged. The motor-
cycle is expected to be finished by April 2008.

Correction

The seat of St. Paul School Board member
Tom Goldstein will be up for election in the
fall of 2009 along with those of School Board
members John Brodrick and Elona Street-
Stewart, contrary to what was reported in the
November 21 Villager.

ADVERTISEMENT

Dr. R.J. Fischbach: the
Leading Edge in Dentistry

You’ll have every reason to smile more radiantly than ever with the
advanced dentistry techniques now being employed in Highland Park
by Dr. R.J. Fischbach. Dr. Fischbach is one of only 3% of all dentists
in the nation who are using the latest CEREC CAD/CAM technology
for porcelain fillings, crowns and veneers. These are dental
restorations that are now able to be done in a single appointment.

CEREC stands for Chairside Economical Restorations of Esthetic
Ceramics. CAD/CAM dentistry is the process whereby a dentist
first takes an infrared picture of a tooth. The picture is transmitted
directly to a computer where the tooth is designed right in front
of the patient’s eyes. (Uncomfortable impressions and temporary
restorations are eliminated entirely.) The computer then sends the
designed tooth by wireless technology to a milling machine, which
grinds the filling, crown or veneer out of a block of porcelain.

The finished
restoration is widely
regarded by dentists
nationwide as the most
esthetic, comfortable
and long-lasting
available today. These
are far superior to
composite, silver or
gold restorations.

When Dr. Fischbach
began his dentistry
career, he was one of the few to construct a building specifically
designed for dentistry. He was one of the first dentists in St. Paul
to purchase an air turbine drill, which made tooth drilling almost
painless, and he was one of the first dentists to use sedation dentistry
and nitrous oxide. He was invited to teach the first course in TM]J
(how teeth function together) at the University of Minnesota School
of Dentistry, and his position as Associate Professor allowed him to
remain on the leading edge of dentistry techniques. Many advanced
methods of dentistry are now employed in his office.

Dr. Fischbach was also the first dentist in St. Paul—and the
second in the state of Minnesota—to use computer technology in his
dental practice. He recognized
early on that computers would
eventually become commonplace
in dentistry. Today modern
dentists’ offices have computers in
every dental treatment room. The
office is now paperless. All patient
records, x-rays and medical
histories are now available in all
treatment rooms. Consultations
or referrals to specialists are now
done by instant communication
of digital data. X-rays are now
made with digital sensors that
transfer images immediately into
a computer, eliminating the need
for developing film. Patients now
see the images appear right in
front of their eyes.

Dr. Fischbach believes strongly in educating his patients. He has
movies available in each treatment room of almost every dental
treatment available. These 157 short movies can be burned to a CD
and given to a patient to take home and review with other family
members before any decision is made. The explanations of the
various treatments are also available on Dr. Fischbach’s Web site at
www.fischbachdentistry.com

Dr. R. J. Fischbach, his associate Dr. Susan Olson and their staff of
10 have always participated in almost all insurance Preferred Provider
Organizations in order to help patients control the cost of dentistry.

To learn more about what the leading edge in dentistry can offer
you, we invite your inquiries anytime.

Staff member Tammy explains CEREC

Dr. Susan M. Olson

483 Brimhall Street 651-698-0848

(On the corner of Randolph Avenue and Brimhall Street,
one block east of Snelling Avenue)
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Crime Report

The following police calls were gathered from
recent Community Watch reports provided by
the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department. For
more information, visit www.co.ramsey.mn.us/
sheriff/communitywatch.htm.

Robbery—The Oasis Market at Ford Park-
way and Finn Street was robbed at about 5:00
p.m. Thursday, November 1.

—The Subway restaurant in Sibley Plaza
was robbed at 3:15 p.m. Monday, November
5. When the cashier opened the register to
give a man change, the suspect snatched the
money and fled.

Burglary—Two juveniles were arrested for
burglary on the 1100 block of St. Paul Avenue
at about 10:30 p.m. Monday, October 29. The
resident was home at the time.

— A laptop computer was stolen from Park-
way Auto Care, 1581 Ford Pkwy., at about 2:30
a.m. Thursday, November 1. The glass in the
front door had been smashed out.

—The Highland Business Center, 790 S.
Cleveland Ave., was broken into between 9:00
p.m. Wednesday, October 31, and 6:30 a.m.
Thursday, November 1.

—A home on the 1300 block of Hartford
Avenue was burglarized between 7:30 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Thursday, November 8.

—A home on the 2000 block of Saunders
Avenue was broken into sometime before
3:30 a.m. Sunday, November 11.

Theft—A purse was stolen at the Highland
Park Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., at about 1:00
p.m., Wednesday, November 7.

—Wallets were stolen from two employees
at O'Kane & Monssen Dentists, 2221 Ford
Pkwy., between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Tuesday,
November 13.

—A spool of speaker wire was stolen from
Radio Shack on Ford Parkway at about 7:00
p.m. Tuesday, November 13.

—A theft from auto occurred at the High-
land Ice Arena between 5:00 and 9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 13. The car’s window was
broken out and a purse was stolen.

Weapons—Witnesses heard five gunshots
on the 2400 block of Youngman Avenue at
about 11:30 p.m. Monday, October 29.

Miscellaneous—Four female students ages
14-15 were cited for underage consumption
of alcohol at Highland Park High School,
1015 S. Snelling Ave., at 10:30 a.m. Monday;,
October 29.

Assault—A man was arrested for making
terroristic threats and possessing a dangerous
weapon at Randolph and Snelling avenues at
about 8:00 a.m. Thursday, November 1. He
was wearing a Halloween mask, a bathrobe
and cowboy boots and was waving a butcher
knife at people inside the businesses at the in-
tersection.

—A man was assaulted at the Highland
Library, 1974 Ford Pkwy., at about 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 13. The suspect was gone
when police arrived.

Assault—Two students punched and
kicked another student at Concordia Univer-
sity at about 4:00 p.m. Wednesday, October
3L

Macalester-Groveland

Burglary—A wallet and electronic items
were taken from a home on the 400 block of
South Snelling Avenue between 6:00 and 7:30
p.m. Saturday, October 27.

—A black 1996 Acura Integra was stolen
from a garage on the 1900 block of Berkeley
Avenue between 9:00 p.m. Tuesday and 10:00
a.m. Wednesday, October 30-31.

—Necklaces and bracelets were taken from
Charlemagne Fine Jewelry, 1262 Grand Ave.,
atabout 1:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 30. Forced
entry was gained through a window.

—An attempted burglary occurred at Cus-
tom Crafted Upholstery, 1326 Grand Ave.,
between 6:00 and 7:00 a.m. Wednesday, Oc-
tober 31. The rear metal door was bent at the
bottom and entry was gained to a hallway. A
wooden door leading to a storage room was
broken off its hinges, but nothing appeared to
be missing.

Assault—A man was charged with obstruc-
tion and disorderly conduct on Monday, Oc-
tober 29, after he pushed his way into a class-
room at Groveland Park Elementary School
to remove his son from school. Police went

Senior Living in a
Caring Faith Based
Community!

Enjoy our top notch tenants while living
in a caring community with your peers.

Riverview Highlands
1834 Mississippi Blvd. So.

1 or 2 Bedroom apartments. Some units have
views of the Mississippi River. Units include 10
meals a month, housekeeping twice a month,
laundry hookup, decks, and a garage. Ages 62 +.
$1,450+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-696-8420

The Highlands on Graham
1910 Graham Ave.

1 or 2 Bedroom Apts in a quiet Highland Park
neighborhood. 72 units, includes full kitchen,
laundry room, most have decks. Ages 62+.
$1300+ monthly.

For infomation and/or appointment
call 651-695-4100

Franciscan Health Community, 1925 Norfolk Ave.

651-696-8400 * www.franciscancare.org

to the home of the boy’s grandfather, who has
legal custody of the child. The suspect arrived
at the home and fought with police, knocking
one of the officers down a hill.

Theft—A car was broken into and a purse
was taken at Mississippi River Boulevard and
Summit Avenue between 9:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Friday, November 9.

Burglary—A home on the 1900 block of
Carroll Avenue was broken into between 2:00
and 4:30 a.m. Thursday, November 1, while
the residents were home. A white 1999 Mer-
cury Cougar was stolen from the vicinity at
around the same time.

—Computer equipment was stolen from a
home on the 300 block of North Wilder Street
between midnight and 11:30 a.m. Thursday;,
November 1.

—A home on the 1800 block of Marshall
Avenue was burglarized between 11:00 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m. Thursday, November 1.

—A laptop computer was stolen from an
apartment on the 1800 block of Marshall Av-
enue while the resident was taking a shower
between 10:00 and 10:30 p.m. Monday, No-
vember 5.

—A video game system was taken from a
home on the 2000 block of Laurel Avenue be-
tween noon and 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Novem-
ber 10.

—Residential Service, 475 N. Cleveland
Ave., was broken into between 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday and 7:00 a.m. Thursday, Novem-
ber 7-8.

Miscellaneous—A 20-year-old St. Louis
Park man was cited for underage consump-
tion after police found him lying on the side-
walk at Cretin and Marshall avenues just after
midnight Sunday, October 28.

—Police cited a 20-year-old Tofte, Minne-
sota, man for underage consumption on the
2100 block of Dayton Avenue at about 12:30
a.m. Sunday, October 28.

Theft—A 1994 Honda Civic RX was stolen
on the 200 block of North Mississippi River
Boulevard between Wednesday night and
Thursday morning, October 31-November 1.

—A moped was stolen on the 1700 block of

Ashland Avenue between 6:00 p.m. Thursday
and 5:00 p.m. Friday, November 1-2.

—A black 1996 Acura Integra was stolen
from the University of St. Thomas’ parking lot
on Summit and Cretin avenues between 7:30
p-m. and midnight Tuesday, November 13.

Arson—A cardboard box was set on fire on
the front steps of a house at about 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 13, on the 2100 block of
Marshall Avenue.

Burglary—Multiple items were taken from
aresidence on the 400 block of Grand Avenue
between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13.

—Caribou Coffee at Grand Avenue and
Oxford Street was broken into between 10:00
p.m. Sunday and 4:30 a.m. Monday, Novem-
ber 11-12.

Robbery—A juvenile robbed a woman on
the 900 block of Goodrich Avenue at about
10:00 p.m. Thursday, November 8.

S it-Uni it

Robbery— A man was robbed at knifepoint
on the 500 block of Selby Avenue at about 7:30
p-m. Wednesday, October 31.

—Suspects stole an employee’s backpack
as she was leaving Paisanos Pizza, 619 Selby
Ave., at about 1:00 a.m. Sunday, November 4.

—A juvenile was robbed in a park near
Western Avenue and 1-94 between 2:30 and
3:30 p.m. Sunday, November 4.

Theft—A pair of $400 blue jeans was stolen
from 6 Twelve Premium on Selby Avenue and
Dale Street around 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30.

—A 20-foot steel chain was stolen from the
Cathedral of St. Paul at about noon Tuesday,
November 5.

Burglary—Fabulous Fern’, 400 Selby Ave.,
was broken into at about 5:30 a.m. Monday;,
November 12.

Weapons—Police recovered several spent
shell casings in the street after receiving a
report of shots being fired near Western and
Summit avenues at about 12:30 a.m. Tuesday,
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New Patient Exam

$1*

Transferable. Please share with your family,

Dr. B.L. Bomberg

Snelling Avenue Dental
B.L. Bomberg, DDS Kellee Stanton, DDS

friends and co-workers.
Expires March 31, 2008

1
604 South Snelling Avenue |
St. Paul, MN 55116 I
651-699-5600 * 651-699-1966 (fax) |
|

*Includes: Initial Exam, Consultation, and Necessary X-rays

snellingavenuedental@hotmail.com
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Residents to review latest plans for
Cleveland/St. Paul Ave. intersection

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers ¢ Professional Service

eg Trimming & Removal ¢ Stump Removal
ooy oy 691-899-7552 Commerc

&OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted  FREE ESTIMATES

BY JANE MCCLURE

he St. Paul Depart-
ment of Public Works
will present the latest

plan to rebuild the Cleveland
and St. Paul Avenue intersec-
tion during a meeting of the
Transportation ~ Commit-
tee of the Highland District
Council (HDC) at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 11, at the
Hillcrest Recreation Center,
1978 Ford Pkwy. If all goes
as planned, the long-awaited
reconstruction of the inter-
section could take place next
year.

The neighborhood meet-
ing is one of two this month
where the project will be
discussed. On December
5, the St. Paul City Council
will hold a public hearing

on a proposal to acquire an
easement across part of 885
St. Paul Ave. as part of the
reconstruction project. The
property has an estimated cost of $45,000.

Reconstruction of the intersection was
scheduled for this year, but was postponed to
allow for more discussion of the plan. Accord-
ing to project engineer Barb Mundahl, the re-
designed intersection will be moved slightly
to the north to place it farther from an apart-
ment building at 885 St. Paul Ave.

Cleveland and St. Paul Avenue currently in-
tersect at an angle just south of Highland Vil-
lage. The design has posed an ongoing safety
problem. Drivers are supposed to signal their
turns when passing through the intersection,
but they don't always do so. Vehicles also
speed through the area, causing a hazard to
other vehicles and to pedestrians.

The HDC’s Transportation Committee has
long been divided on the best way to recon-
figure the intersection. The area is fully devel-
oped with houses, apartment buildings and
Lumen Christi Catholic Church, so there is
little open space for a full-scale redesign.

The HDC sought city funding for more
than a decade to study and rebuild the inter-
section before finally receiving $513,000 from
the city’s Capital Improvement Budget Com-
mittee for the 2006-2007 funding cycle. The
project has long been supported by residents
and the Highland Business Association.

Plans for rebuilding the angled intersection at Cleveland
and St. Paul Avenue will be presented on December 11 at
the Hillcrest Recreation Center.

Last year, the HDC’s Transportation Com-
mittee reviewed a proposal to put a round-
about in the center of the intersection of
Cleveland, Bohland Avenue and Inner Drive.
Though St. Paul has several small traffic circles
in residential neighborhoods, this would have
been the city’s first roundabout, a circular in-
tersection where traffic flows around a center
island. Many Twin Cities suburbs have added
roundabouts in recent years to calm traffic. At
many intersections, roundabouts are used as
alternatives to traffic signals. Roundabouts are
meant to reduce the number of places where
vehicles can crash at an intersection.

After discussing the roundabout with
neighboring property owners, the HDC com-
mittee rejected the idea in November 2006,
citing concerns about traffic safety.

Any plan to rebuild the intersection would
affect a long-standing neighborhood request
that St. Paul Avenue be reduced from four
lanes to two, with turn lanes added at inter-
sections. Some neighbors also have asked for
bicycle lanes to be added to the street. St. Paul
Avenue currently has 8-foot parking lanes
and two 11-foot traffic lanes in each direc-
tion. A restriping proposal would create 10-
foot parking lanes, 6-foot bicycle lanes and
one 12-foot traffic lane in each direction.

18«4 CRIME REPORT

November 13. A bullet hole was found in a
nearby apartment window. No injuries were
reported.
Lilydale

Arson—A fire was set at the Lilydale boat
launch on Lilydale Road and Water Street,
at about 4:30 a.m. Friday, November 9. Po-
lice saw two males in a pickup truck near the
scene. The pickup fled, but ran off the road,
crashed into the railroad bridge and caught
fire. A 20-year-old man was transported to
Regions Hospital with leg and hip injuries. A
juvenile with a severe cut in his arm was also
taken to Regions.

WestEnd

Miscellaneous—Someone placed tinfoil on
the satellite dish on top of the Mobil station on
the 200 block of Grand Avenue between 11:00
p.m. Friday and 10:00 a.m. Saturday, October
26-27. The tinfoil prevented credit cards from
being checked.

Burglary—A home on the 600 block of
South Victoria Street was burglarized between
5:00 p.m. Thursday and 9:00 a.m. Friday, No-
vember 8-9. A back basement window was

Merchants warned of
cash 'n’ dash suspect

ighland beat officer Threasa Timp
His warning local shop owners to

be on the lookout for a man who
is stealing cash from businesses all round
the Twin Cities, including Highland Park
and Grand Avenue. The suspect report-
edly engages clerks in small talk and as
soon as the cash drawer is open he grabs
the money and runs.

He is described as a black male in his
late 30s to early 40s, 6-foot to 6-foot-3 and
about 250 pounds. He was last seen on
Grand Avenue the day after Thanksgiving.
Anyone who sees the suspect is asked to
call the police immediately.

broken out and the gas line was damaged.

Theft—Three security cameras were stolen
from SuperAmerica, 1125 W. 7th St., between
4:30 a.m. Friday and 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, No-
vember 9-13.

— A white male suspect pulled down a utili-
ty pole and tried to steal the copper wiring out
of itat about 5:30 a.m. Monday, November 12,
at Dezinnia Inc., 1032 W. 7th St.

YOURE THE BOSS

Be independent, enjoy flexible
hours, and still enjoy the benefits
of training, mentoring, coaching,
and a great retirement plan. At
Coldwell Banker Burnet, indepen-
dent contractors have it alll We are
looking for two entrepreneurial
spirits to join our thriving team.
Call Kathie Phillips at 61690-8595.

Real Estate Agent

700 Grand Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105

T 651-225-3903

O 651-224-4321

F 651-224-0932

E MaryHardy@edinarealty.com
www.MaryHardyOnline.com

Looking for BRIGHTER DAYS?
"

~™m— Therapy can help!

Providing therapy for the
whole family - children,
adolescents & adults.

Specializing in issues of:

Grief, loss, trauma, depression, anxiety,
relationships, adjustment, illness & divorce.

Lisa Quinn, LICSW

Psychotherapist
651-366-2128

1053 Grand Ave., Suite 110, Saint Paul « therapistlisaquinn@yahoo.com
evening appointments available « insurance accepted

So much to be grateful for.

| would like to thank all my loyal clients and
friends for making 2007 another record year.
| truly appreciate your referrals and your
trust in me. It has been an honor to work
with you. Wishing you a happy peaceful
holiday season!

Congratulations to the recent
buyers and sellers of these properties:

63 S Avon St #36
988 Dayton Ave #1
1374 Edgecumbe Rd
961 Fairmount Ave
737 Fairmount Ave
753 Fairmount Ave
1021 Fairmount Ave
1219 Hartford Ave
415 Holly Ave

1487 Iglehart Ave

22 Kent St

25 Kenwood Pkwy
2351 Kressin Ave
576 Lincoln Ave
1368 Lincoln Ave
690 Lincoln Ave
727 Lincoln Ave

1078 Linwood Ave
700 Linwood Ave
761 Linwood Ave
252 Maiden Ln #2
2 Overhill Dr

1256 Palace Ave
1057 Portland Ave
811 Portland Ave
436 Portland Ave #15
1999 Sargent Ave
1325 Summit Ave
1189 Summit Ave
353 Summit Ave
629 Summit Ave
1373 Summit Ave
118 Wheeler St
427 Woodlawn Ave
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Pick any 5 packages from the
“Pick 5" section and pay only $19.95!

Save at least $5.00!

Coopeer QIL/
SUPER A’;g, i
Sibley Plaza « 2481 W, 7th St. « 651-699-3530

GET MORE FOR
YOUR DOLLAR HERE!

featuring
Thousands of Items!

'MI“ M(@

2463 W. 7th St. + Sibley Plaza ~ (651) 696-5721

OPEN ¢
' Christmas Eve 11am.to3pm.

~ Christmas Day 4 pam to 1 am.
f
KldS Eat Free!
C S Tuesday Nights
americana Slble Plaza
651) 698-5050 2401 West 7th Street

European Grocery & Deli

|
* 100% Natural
Klev FOOds * Lunch & Dinner

Authorized served daily
LAUMIOLIZCY:
I WESIEHI Grocery Deli Foods
UHIOIASCIY) from

20 European Countries

2509 West 7th St., * Sibley Plaza ¢ (651) 690-5655

$1.00 OFF
One Adult Lunch Buffet s

OINEN ONLY., Wih mupon only Not vald with any other offr, =
Eupres 13148, © 2650, Th 5. =

BUREE]
KING
Delous Chinese Fond o Taut o s

Szechwan, Hunan & " BUFFETKING I (651)695+9605 u.f

Cantonese Style
Pty Room Available - Discomted Wess & H 5,2) @@ @FF H

= 651 695-9605 ¢ & One Adult Dinner Buffet = :
9435 West Seventh SIIEEI B ONEN ONlYE}lV;:I:e:orgqnnoanlv Nﬁ%vsallml,hs?nyolhemﬂer =

SBLEY P 1T VESOF OHNPS 5, BUBFETKING B (651) 695:9605 o

H &R BLOCK.
You Got People.

www.hrblock.com

RE-OPENING JANUARY 2, 2008
Sibley Plaza

2493 W. 7th St. » St. Paul (651)699-6652

0 %o o @
f Z For Your Holiday Parties Queenof Sheba  We are ready
Your One Stop Shop: Fam'il l'i ke
LIQUOR STORE | y
» Check Cashing ¢ Postal Supplies LIQUOR STORE "Rovalty”
» Westem Union ¢ Fax & Copy Service Football on TV: Don't forget your beer! Oya ty
Wire Services ¢ Pre-paid Phone Sale | L
e 1006 0FF 20| | ooy it
Located At Sibley Mlaza Wine bole(1) of youn choice ol : .Appetizers  -Salads
2431 W. 7th St. » St. Paul, MN 55116 Sibley Plaza 651-698-0707 G (| | SbleyPlmenswrs o o0
m 651690.5070 v 651.690.5117 e i ] 08 TR SAEVERS
PLAZA TOBACCO 5 Star Cafe
SIBLEVPLAZA » NEXT 1O CHAMPPS 469 W, 70h 8t Sibley Plaza 6516960909
* e acoept all s 00 \ e Designer W Roast Ocm Ow Cosee * Beaxs! Assonrep Fresti Bakeny Dty
Manufacturer's Coupons 1 OFF E Name Frames == COUPON = = = -
o FREE it | * Up to 40% off : 20% i
With Carton Purchase : Second Pair : Oﬂ: 1
I
2419 West 7th Sreet : W et cal : Any COffCC Pl'OdllCt I
651) 690-9202 1 Sibley Plaza 1 with coupon. Limi one dicount e m wooupon. 1
sl - / §g;§§ 2439 West T reet (651) 695-0526 "=~k !
We Match Or Beat Any Competitor’s Prices - ~ Assorte Fresh Bakery ~ + Egg Breaklast Sandwich and others * Ieed Drinks




21 stores,
restaurants and
professionals to

serve every member
of the family
year-round.

*Workout on your time, not ours”

1
1
1
1
: o NO more major investments
* NO more waiting to work-out
I« NOmore lines for equipment
1 » Access to ANY Anytime Fitness
1 o State-of-the-Art Equipment
1
1
1
1
1
1
L

No Enroliment Fees
3 Months Unlimited Tanning

2501 7th Street W. ¢ Sibley Plaza
651-789-1010  Bypies e 315t 207

$3 OFF

Pedicure & Manicure
New Customer Specials!

'TT fingl Nals CEXLLHAAY
1 “Good Service is a SQ Didill

U Must at Our Salon”

1

I Monoay- Froay 10m -8y Sibley Plaza = 2471 W. Tth Street
| SATURDAY 104 - 6pM 651-699-1044

1

EXPIRES 2/28/08

Nile C]ﬁropractic C

Specializing in auto

and work-related Injuries as well as

hea(laches, 1’16012 ancl l)aclz pain

2421 West Tth Street ¢ Sibley Plaza, St. Paul, MN
Walk-ins welcome. 651-699-1222

s

Christopher Hawley
Jean Pierre Pallais

(651) 696-9096
™ S —

AMERICAN FAMILY
CiNSURANCE B

All your protection under one roof ®

Sibley Plaza ¢ 2409 W. 7th St.
(©2005 Amesion Fosl Mutuol nurnce Cmpany and s Subsidiois Home Ofice ~Nodion, W1 53783 e/ mfom. com

50-80% OFf Retail

Featuring Holiday Decorations,
Tableware, Tops, Linens, Gifts,
Children’s Furniture and Toys

liesday Homing )

417W. 7th t. + SIBLEY PLAZA .+ (651) 698-1355
(Just west of Champps) Reg Hours 10 - 7 ¢ Sat 10-6 * Sun Noon - 6

Stay in the
Home You Love!

Stair Lifts
and Scooters
ACS MoBiry

A Division of American Medical Mobility, Inc.

051.224.3547
2493 W 7th STSIBLEY PLAZA
www.acsmobility.net

Fantastic Sams

Where Fashion Sense Meets Common Sense
2473 W. 7th St. « SIBLEY PLAZA

Hair Cuts
Colors * Perms

(No Appointment Necessary)

(651) 698.2100
M-F9-7 Sat 9-5 Sunll-4

Any purchase
$5 or mote
w/coupon . expires 1/31/08

FASTROOD

Mexican  Restaurant
U6TW. Tt SBEYPUIA  (051) 699.3213

OpPEN 7 DAvYs

9513 W. 7th St. St. Paul, MN

TEL (651)690-1333 FAX (651)698-9275 www.asisubway.com
Any 6" Value Meal

$3.99

Not valid with other specials or discounts.

SUBWAY

Expires 1/31/08

SIBLEY PLAZA
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Keeping the faith
St. Paul’s on the Hill remains
true to high church tradition

By Tom CONLON

beautiful building alone is not a vi-
Abrant community;” said the Right Rev-

erend James Jelinek, eighth bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota. Speak-
ing at a November dinner marking the 150th
anniversary of St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
Jelinek challenged the 140 congregants and
guests to “reach out to where the poorest of
the poor are in the world and be generous giv-
ers of the Word to the broken world”

Noting the current state of decline in many
mainline congregations, he cautioned St. Paul’s
faithful to rise to the occasion. Any congrega-
tion that “fails to meet the mission of social
justice and spiritual nourishment deserves to
die;” he said.

St. Pauls was the city’s first Episcopal con-
gregation, founded in 1857 at 9th and Olive
streets downtown. A century ago, its mem-
bers dismantled the church in Lowertown and
transported the stones by oxcart up Summit
Avenue to be reused in the elegant edifice in
which the congregation now worships at 1524
Summit Ave. The original stained-glass win-
dows, pews, altar and other furnishings were
incorporated in the new church, which held

Volunteers

its first service on Christmas Day 1913.

St. Paul’s is the only church in the city with
a human crypt beneath its altar. Dr. John
Wright, St. Paul’s rector from 1887 to 1914
and rector emeritus until his death in 1919,
was buried in the church that he and his con-
gregants built six years earlier.

Originally known as St. Paul’s Church, the
congregation became St. Paul's Church on the
Hill at its new home, which is on one of the
highest points of land in that part of town, ac-
cording to the Reverend Ted Neuhaus, who
served the congregation from 2000 to 2004.

“St. Paul's was always different from other
nearby Episcopal congregations in that we
followed a high church tradition,” Neuhaus
said. “The Oxford Movements influences
guided us toward active roles in social justice,
celebrating the Eucharist weekly and using
incense, bells, vestments and a full choir in
worship. In most Episcopal parishes, quar-
terly Eucharist was the practice, so we had a
special niche. But when major reforms came
about in 1976, the new prayer book brought
all Episcopal churches back to this tradition,
and we were no longer the only congregation

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH ON THE HILL »23

Vicar the Reverend Mark Thompson and his St. Paul’s Church on the Hill. proto syTom conton

Rebuilding Together is seeking handy wom-
en and men to spend a Saturday fixing the
homes of Twin Cities veterans injured in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Skilled labor will be avail-
able to do the heavy lifting and supervise the
work. Call 651-776-4273.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Twin
Cities is seeking mentors for its programs at
Bruce Vento, Como Park, Dayton’s Bluff, Mis-
sissippi, Webster and World Cultures elemen-
tary schools and Highland Park Junior High
School. Volunteers spend one hour a week
with a child, usually over lunch, to build trust
and help improve their self-esteem and school
performance. Call 651-789-2400.

Hennepin County is seeking volunteers to
help monitor low-risk adults on probation for
driving while intoxicated and drug-related of-

Scott: “Did E. Scott Fitzgerald and Zelda
leave any mark on the University
Club on Summit Avenue?”

fenses. A one-year commitment of four to six
hours a week during regular business hours is
required. Contact Tatiana Przytula at 612-348-
6893 or tatiana.przytula@co.hennepin.mn.us.

Sister Study, a nationwide effort to find the
causes of breast cancer, is seeking 50,000
women ages 35-74 who have not had breast
cancer but have a sister who has. The study
is being conducted by the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences. For more
information, call 1-800-227-2345.

The Science Museum of Minnesota needs
volunteers to serve as interpreters for a new
exhibit, “Deadly Medicine: Creating the Mas-
ter Race, that will run from February 27
through May 4, 2008. The exhibit is from the
U.SS. Holocaust Memorial Museum and ex-
plores the history of Nazi eugenic programs

ConsiDEr IT SoLp!

The Burton Group
www jimburtongroup.com

Jim: It’s not true that Scott’s carved initials are still
in the bar at the club which opened in 1913. But

as a college student he danced frequently in the
dining room there,and was part of sleigh ride

Scott Burton
Realtor

parties that originated there and ended up at the

Town and Country Club. Scott and Zelda loved jokes and in
1922 concocted a satirical newspaper falsely accusing the club
of having a “Bad Luck Ball,” other wild parties and a fist fight.
From F. Scott Fitzgerald’s St. Paulby John J. Koblas.

The Burton Group knows
Highland ~ Mac-Grove

~ Mendota!

Jim Burton
Realtor

651-690-8556

www.jimburtongroup.com

Jim Burton ~ Scott Burton
651-690-8556

BURNET

Making Dreams Come Home

that paved the way for the near annihilation of
European Jewry. For information, visit www.
smm.org or call 651-221-4703.

Winter Carnival Junior Royalty candidates
are being sought by the St. Paul Division of
Parks and Recreation. Teens in grades 7-9
who live or attend school in St. Paul are eli-
gible to compete for King Frost, Queen of the
Snowflakes and other members of the Junior
Court. The application deadline is December
7. Call Kate Ross at 651-292-6508.

The Twin Cites Red Cross is seeking nomi-
nations for its Ready Awards, which will
recognize eight local heroes at an inaugural
Heroes Breakfast on April 22, 2008. The
awards will recognize heroes who are Citizen
Ready, Community Ready, Disaster Relief
Read, Emergency Medical Assistance Ready,

Good Samaritan Ready, Youth Good Samari-
tan Ready (under 21), Fire Fighter Ready and
Law Enforcement Ready. To nominate a hero,
visit www.redcrosstc.org. Nominations are
due by December 14.

Guild Incorporated is seeking volunteers to
spend a few hours a month befriending an
adult with mental illness. Call 651-450-2220,
ext. 18, e-mail volunteer@guildincorporated.
org or visit www.guildincorporated.org.

The Summit Hill Association is looking for
volunteers to help with various office tasks,
such as copying, data entry, neighborhood
mailings and the like. Residents who would
be willing to share a couple of hours each
week and learn more about the SHAs work
are asked to call Diane Hilden or Jeff Roy at
the SHA office at 651-222-1222.

Realtors

David
Rischall DDS

1845 Grand Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105

651-690-5262
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Christ Church
Lutheran, 3244
34th Ave. S. in
Minneapolis,
will celebrate the
25th anniversary
of the ordination
of the Reverend
Kristine Carlson
at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day, December 9.

A Celtic contemplative service will be cele-
brated at 6:51 p.m. Sunday, December 9, at
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave.
The theme is “Spirit of God, Fill the Earth,
Bring It to Birth” Call 651-699-6886.

Compassionate Care.

(‘Tﬁél?ansformed‘l?ee. )
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WINNER

651-646-3996 ® www.transformedtree.com

licensed/bonded/insured
Certified Remodelers on Staff
30+ Years of Dedicated Service

Support your small,
neighborhood business
1140 Grand Ave.

651 224-3038
Heather Stadtherr, DVM
Nancy A. Balto, DVM  Ann E. Brownlee, DVM
Kate Freed, DVM  Karen Christopherson, DVM

Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave., is
offering a Hanukah Market now through De-
cember 9. Plates, napkins, dreidels, music, gelt
and more are being sold. Call 651-698-3881.

Minnehaha United Church of Christ, 4001

38th Ave. S. in Minneapolis, will present a
Christmas Praise Concert at 4:00 p.m. Sunday,
December 9. Guest musicians will include
vocalists Lori Dokken, Debbie Duncan and
Judi Donaghy and the gospel ensemble James
Grear & Company. Tickets are $15 for adults
and $8.00 for children. Refreshments will be
served after the concert. Call 612-729-7556.

Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality will
offer the following programs at the Caron-
delet Center, 1890 Randolph Ave.: Men and
Racism: The Breakfast of Champions, 7:30-
9:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 5 ($30); The
Star of Bethlehem: An Advent Presentation,
7:00-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 5 ($10);
Advent Prayer on the Labyrinth: Echoes from
the Chartres Cathedral, 6:30-9:00 p.m. Tues-
day, December 11 ($30); and Winter Solstice:
Drumming and Celtic Shamanic Ceremony,
6:30-9:00 p.m. Thursday through Saturday,
December 20-22 ($20). Call 651-696-2788.

“The First Jewish Family: What We Can
Learn from Abraham and Sarah” will be the
topic for the 12:30 Torah classes offered at
12:30 p.m. Wednesdays, December 5 and 19,
at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St.
Paul Ave. Admission is free. Participants are
invited to bring lunch. Call Sean Herstein at
651-255-4739.

St. David’s Society of Minnesota will present
a Welsh Service of Lessons and Carols at 2:00
p.m. Sunday, December 9, at St. James Epis-
copal Church-on-the-Parkway, 3325 E. Min-
nehaha Pkwy., Minneapolis. Nine scripture
passages will be read, each followed by a re-
lated carol sung by the congregation. Tea and
treats will be served after the service.

Safam, a Boston group known for its Jewish-
American sound, will present a free concert at
12:30 p.m. Sunday, December 9, at the Temple
of Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. The

A reception and
program will fol-
low. For more
information, call
612-721-6611.

Rev. Kristine Carlson

A Service of Lessons and Carols will be pre-
sented at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, December 16,
at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1895 Laurel
Ave. The service will include scripture read-
ings foretelling the birth of Jesus, along with
traditional Advent and Christmas music. A
medieval feast of pork with cherry sauce will
follow the service. Dressing up is encouraged.
The cost for the meal is $8.00 per person or
$30 per family. Call 651-646-6175.

A Festival of Lights dinner will be held on
Saturday, December 8, at the Temple of Aar-
on, 616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. Entertain-
ment will be provided by jazz singer Patty
Peterson and her mother, pianist Jeanne Ar-
land Peterson. A social hour will open the
affair at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner and a
candlelighting ceremony in recognition of
Hanukah. Temple of Aaron Jubilee, 1956-2006,
abook tracing the 50-year history of the syna-
gogue in Highland Park, will be presented at
the gala. Call 651-698-8874.

A Christmas Vespers Service will be cele-
brated at 7:30 p.m. Monday, December 10, in
the Graebner Memorial Chapel at Concor-
dia University, 1259 Carroll Ave. The service
is being presented by the university’s Music
Department under the direction of William
Ford. Admission is free.

A healing Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, December 17, at Lumen Christi
Church, 2055 Bohland Ave. The Reverend
Matt Linn will preside. Call 651-690-1501.

Lessons and Carols for Advent will be pre-
sented at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, December 16, at

Apply today for a

Highgrove Holiday Loan

12 Month Term * 99% APR* « $2,000 Maximum

680 S. Cleveland Ave. | 742 Grand Ave.
Call (651)698-8801 for more information
or visit www.Highgrove.org

* Your rate may vary depending on your credit history
Offer is good through January 31st, 2008.

=

Highgrove-

Community
Federal Credit Union

Your neighborhood gIl-bank™

Wrapped Up in Holiday Bills?

Privacy...Peace...

Practicality...Playtime

This princely Lino Lakes estate is worry-free.

Adjacent

wooded acres
provide natural

concert is the concluding event of the syna-  St. Clement’s Church, 901 Portland Ave. The privacy and
gogues jubilee celebration highlighting 50  childrens, youth and main choir will perform. wildlife.
years in Highland Park. Call 651-698-8874. A reception will follow. Call 651-228-1164.
224 ST. PAUL'S CHURCH Fleetham (of St. Paul’s) became the first wom-
' . an to serve on a vestry (local Episcopal church
following that type of worship: council) in the late 1950s. And in 1974, St.
St. Paul's membership peaked prior to the  pay[s Jeannette Piccard, a teacher and scien-
1960s when “suburbanization, changingtrans- it who pioneered balloon flight, was among
portation patterns and societal changes were (e Philadelphia 11 who were ordained the 100"x 100’ open back yard.
impacting many mainline urban congrega- st women priests by three retired Episcopal Let the games begin!
tions,” Neuhaus said. “During my years at St. bishops, then in violation of church code”
Paul’s, we were averaging 85 to 100 worship- St. Pauls has proven to be remarkably > H buil bl Regoie Award desi
ers between two Sunday services” adaptable in the face of a changing society, ac- anson-bullt rambler — Reggie Award design. One year
St. Paul’s, which can seat about 400, aver-  cording to Cathy Carpenter, a 24.year mem- » 1.7 acre lot (there’s more beyond the trees). AHS Home
ages 100 Sunday worshippers today, and its  pey of the congregation and a former senior » Huge 5+ car thermostatically heated garage. warranty

commitment to prayer, social activism and
sacred music continues. The Reverend Mark
Thompson succeeded Neuhaus as St. Paul’s
vicar and inaugurated new programs for
reaching out to local college students, the
poor and minority populations. “Our average
attendance has now surpassed any in the last
10 years, and we're financially stronger than at
any time in that period,” Thompson said. “Yet
there is still much to do, for the need in our
world is great.

“Radical hospitality, passionate advocacy,
and inspiring worship are our core commit-
ments and have been throughout our churchs
history;” Thompson said. “Women were not
formally admitted to the Episcopal priest-
hood until 1976, but St. Pauls played an early
role in the womenss liturgical movement. Jean

warden of the vestry.

St. Paul's hosted the Minnesota Diocese’s
first Hispanic congregation when in 1992 it
invited La Mission El Santo Nino to share its
church—a partnership that continues to this
day.

“Our core values guide us,” Carpenter said.
“St. Paul’s is a congregation with beautiful lit-
urgy, a holy place with a strong prayer focus,
one committed to social justice in our com-
munity and the world, and a beautiful build-
ing in the Summit Avenue historic district.
We do face challenges in maintaining a large
older building and bringing more families
and students into the church, but our num-
bers are improving and we look to the future
with optimism?

> 4,146 finished SF, 2,006 above and 2,140 below.
» Lower level walkout with 4-zone radiant in-floor heat.

Listed at $589,900.

Take a 360-degree tour of 6620 LaCasse Dr. now
at www.circlepix.com/home/JZAAM9.

Call Lawrie Yearsley at 651-329-8294.
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coLbweLL
BANKER B

BURNET

Making Dreams Come Home"

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 651-698-2481

cbbu

JAN SCHUEPPERT
651-282-9640

BETTY RUNYON
651-690-8575

MARY ORR
651-282-9661

LAURA O'HARA
651-690-8560

SUE NICHOLS
651-695-3437

ROSEMARY McNEELY &

LOLLY McNEELY SALMEN
651-690-8582

MARY McNANEY
651-690-8578

LEONARD SCHWARTZ

LUKE WALBERT

651-695-4319 651-695-3474

SANDY AARON

Making Dreams Come Home"

FOR A GAREER IN

HIGHLAND PARK
651-698-2481

Personalized N

651-282-9606

Sue Johnson

STAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD!
One level living in Mac-Grove. Fabulous townhome in
Brivate Lexington Commons, behind Lexington & St. Clair.
rivate master suite, main floor laundry, finished lower
level, 3 BRs, 3 baths, 2-car attached garage. 299 S.
Lexington Pkwy. www.AtHomeWithSue.com
SUE JOHNSON

651-329-1264 + $289,900

Sue Johnson

EASY LIVING
This spacious "London" unit is the largest floor plan and
is on the "penthouse" level. Updates include fresh, neutral
paint & carpet. Ready to move in & enjoy! Lots of storage
tool 1181 Edgcumbe Rd.
www.AtHomeWithSue.com

SUE JOHNSON

651-329-1264 « $159,500

Sue Johnson

CROCUS HILL VALUE

This 3-BR home features a totally updated kitchen, new

fumnace & central air, newer roof, fresh carpet and paint,

2-car garage! Ideally located in the heart of Crocus Hill.

Walk to Grand Ave., Linwood A+ School, St. Paul Tennis

club. 997 Osceola Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com
SUE JOHNSON

651-329-1264  $224,900

Sue Johnson

10005 FALLGOLD PARKWAY N

This Brooklyn Park home is a 10! Vaulted ceilings, to&)-
of-the-line finishes, & great attention to detail. 4 BRs
& 3 baths, 3-car gar, home theatre w/built-in_surround
sound, gas FPs, & a scenic backyard pond. Beautifully

landscaped with in-ground sprinkler system.
SUE JOHNSON
651-329-1264 + $349,900

Jane Austin
McGrath

TANGLETOWN VIGTORIAN

Perfect for a buyer who loves old houses w/modern

updates. New Rumsford wood burning FP, recessed light-

ing, fin. 3rd floor, many new windows, 3 summer porches,

handsome wdwk.,, floors & staircase, French doors from

DR to rear deck. 4+ BRs, 12 baths. 1756 Lincoln.
JANE AUSTIN McGRATH
651-282-9625 * $519,000

Jane Austin

McGrath

RIGHT OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO

A wonderful open space with cosmopolitan feeling. 3
BRs, 2V2 baths, great backyard/patio space, neutral
Ide.cor, a townhouse just below Summit Avenue. 277
vine.

JANE AUSTIN McGRATH
651-282-9625 * $499,900

Jane Austin

McGrath

CLOSE TO RIVER ROAD

Lovely, well-built Dutch Colonial on a landscaped 70" lot
w/parquet floors, beautifully paneled 1st floor FR w/FP,
large eat-in kit. w/adjoining screened porch, 2nd floor w/5
BRs & 2 full baths. 2155 Princeton.

JANE AUSTIN McGRATH
651-282-9625 * $700s

Joan Johnson

HEART OF HIGHLAND

Don't miss this lovely home just blocks from the center of
Highland Park. First floor famiI%/ room, cozy fireplace, eat-in
kitchen and newer mechanicals. 1843 Bohland.

JOAN JOHNSON
651-282-9626

Gary Fabel

IMMACULATE - MOVE IN

condition in this wonderful 2-BR, 2-story on magical
fenced & landscaped lot in cute pocket neighborhood
near river. NEW bath, eat-in kitchen & furnace. Fabulous
woodwork, hardwood floors & 2-car garage.

GARY FABEL
651-282-9613 « $249,900

Gary Fabel

IVY FALLS - HUGE REDUCTION!

On gorgeous "new constuction” 4-BR, 3+ bath on
uiet, wooded cul-de-sac with wildlife & wonderful views.
verything here is new. Huge qourmet kitchen & 2-room

master suite! This is a must see!

GARY FABEL
651-282-9613 « $729,900

Alice Dickinson

DON'T MISS THIS ONE!

3762 Thomas Ct.: Wonderful 3-BR home on quiet cul-
de-sac. 3 baths, main floor FR, FP in LR, eat-in kit screen
porch, walkout LL, on pond & creek - close to park & trails.
Attached garage.

ALICE DICKINSON
651-282-9620 * $375,000

M.Jo

GONDO AT THE POINTE!

Truly nice SW comer unit. 2 BRs, parking underground.
Loads of building amenities including fitness center. Al
new floorings. 78 10th St. #2102 in Downtown St. Paul.

M. JO SCHWIDERSKI
651-282-9622 « $172.900

Sarah Kinney

CHIC URBAN CONDOS

Sunny & bright soft contemporary Ramsey Hill condo is

sophistication plus! New Euro-kitchen w/center island,

new bath, pristine hdwd. floors, vaulted ceilings, skylights,

FP, in-unit laundry, new gar. & new roof. Fascinating

spaces, chic styling & ﬁ)ectacular location! 444 Holly.
SARAH KINNEY

651-282-9621 + $269,000 & $339,000

Sarah Kinney

TWO STUNNING CONDOMINIUMS

Historic Queen Anne mansion converted to magnificent,

stunning condominiums. Elegant interiors, tall windows,

high cellings & original FPs. Both units include hdwd.

floors, impressive entries, original wdwk & stained glass.

Cobblestone courtyard & ivy-covered porch! 462 Holly.
SARAH KINNEV

651-282-9621 « $449,900 & $499,900

Sarah Kinney

SUMMIT AVENUE LANDMARK

5,000 sg. ft. condo in one of St. Paul's landmark mansions.
Beamed ceilings, pristine hdwd. floors, climate-controlled
wine cellar. UG garage & 3 FPs. New kit. & bath. 808
Summit Ave. #2.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $1,025,000

Sarah Kinney

RICH IN ARCHITEGTURAL DETAIL

Turn-of-the-century Summit Ave. home w/exotic wdwk.,
sun porch & huge kit perfect for entertaining. 4-car f?ar.
wiattic, private backyard, updated 3rd floor apt,, LL office
& 2 FPs. 611 Summit.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 * $1,300,000

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

JIM & SUE LINDSAY
651-690-8531

KATHERINE LUND
651-282-9664

NANCY MAAS
651-282-9670

DENNIS MALLOY
651-690-8524

JEANNIE MARVER
651-690-8571

PAT McGILL
651-695-4311

JANE AUSTIN McGRATH
651-282-9625
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Crocus Hill s21 Grand Avenue 651-227-9144

REAL ESTATE GALL

CROGUS HILL
651-227-9144

lentor Program

Making Dreams Come Home"

A

651-695-3473

651-695-3495

651-773-2587

Tom

Tom

Tom

Tom

UPDATED APPEAL
Absolutely adorable 3-bedroom charmer, close
to park & schooll Lovely hardwood, sunny updated

PREMIERE OFFERING!
Delightful 4-bedroom, 2-bath beauty! Enjoy hardwood
floors, formal dining, eat-in kitchen! Inviting porch, newer

DARE TO DREAM!
Classic Tudor, choice location! Discover main floor family
room, porch, updated "dream" kitchen, 2 fireplaces, 2-car

TWO-STORY MASTERPIEGE!
Grand & ngrious 3-bedroom, 3-bath on a large, lovely lot.
Beautiful hardwood, sunroom, fireplace. Owner's suite,

GAREFREE LIVING!

Spacious 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo at choice "Eagle
Point!" Eat-in kitchen, formal dining, in-unit laun-
dry, amenities+. 1830 Eagle Ridge. *click on
www.tomedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN cers
651-695-4300 * $249,000

JUST LISTED!

297 Hamline: Immaculate 3-BR with new kitchen, updat-
ed bath, charming hardwood floors, and a handsome brick
fireplace. www.JimBurtonGroup.com

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $239,900

kitchen, fenced, 2-car garage! 1836 Wordsworth. 2-car garage+++ 1294 Watson. arage! 1810 Scheffer. 2-car garage! 1366 Fairmount.
*click on www.tomedelstein.com *click on www.tomedelstein.com click on www.tomedelstein.com *click on www.tomedelstein.com
TOM EDELSTEIN crs TOM EDELSTEIN crs TOM EDELSTEIN cas TOM EDELSTEIN crs
651-695-4300 * $239,000 651-695-4300 * $245,000 651-695-4300 « $498,000 651-695-4300 * $524,900
Tom Edelsteil Jim Burton Jim Burton Jim Burton

EXGEPTIONAL VALUE!
1450 Bidwell Unit #108: Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath condo
with a delightful front patio, large living room and dining
room, 2 heated underground parking stalls, and a great
building with pool, sauna, and party room .
www.JimBurtonGroup.com
JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $145,000

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT!

1775 Hillcrest: Stunning "Streamline Modeme" style

is available at last. It has been restored to its previous

grandeur and decorated accordingly. It offers entertain-

ment-sized rooms, 2 BRs and 3 baths.

wwaimBurtonGroIt\llr.com

JINM BURTON

651-690-8556 * $699,900

Tom Edelstein

ROOM TO ROAM!

Custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4-bath on a peace-
ful Eagan cul-de-sac! Main floor family room, walk-
out, fenced yard, pool & more! 1631 Mallard.
“click on www.tomedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs
651-695-4300 + $375,000

Dick & Tom
Distad

GREAT DEAL IN MAC

Wonderful 2-BR, 2-bath home has been well maintained
and sits in a great location, walking distance to parks and
river. For info call Dick. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

DICK & TOM DISTAD
651-690-8516 * $219,900

Dick & Tom
Distad

GREAT LOGATION!

One of the best lots in Mendota under $500K. This 5-BR,
4-bath home overlooks two ponds on a heavily wooded
lot. For info call Dick. www.DickAndTomDistad.com

DICK & TOM DISTAD
651-690-8516  $489,900

Dick & Tom
Distad

WONDERFUL STARTER!

Great Mac-Groveland starter under $190,000. Two BRs,
one bath, new kitchen and bathroom. For info call Dick.
www.DickAndTomDistad.com

DICK & TOM DISTAD
651-690-8516 * $185,900

Steve Sheahan

1184 GOODRICH AVENUE

All the neighbors say WOW! Nothing to do here but move
in and enjoy. 3-BR, 1-bath, renovated with new kitchen,
bath, refinished hdwd. floors, electrical, central air and new
oversized 2-car garage! Top to bottom, this home is fan-
tastic. Move in right now and be home for the holidays!

STEVE SHEAHAN
651-329-1192  $319,900

Pat McGill

MOVE RIGHT IN!

1900 Sargent Ave.: Immaculate 3-BR, 2+ story stucco
home w/cozy LR fireplace, formal DR w/corner cabinets,
nat. wdwk., hdwd. floors, first floor sunroom, wonderful
eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage. It truly is a must see!

PAT McGILL crs
651-695-4311 » $485,000

Pat McGill

ST. PAUL'S TWO BEST CONDOS
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, %uest suite, library,
exercise room. #1106 is 1,330 sq. ft. w/2 BRs and 2
baths, a huge LR, formal DR, facing west, for $149,900.
Unit 1212 1s 960 sq. ft, 2 BRs, 1 bath, a spacious LR,
formal DR, facing east, reduced to $99,900.

PAT McGILL crs

651-695-4311 » $149,900 & $39,900

Pat McGill

GRAGEFUL ELEGANCE

997 Portland Ave.: Spectacular 3-story home with LR
fireplace, formal DR, first floor family room, hdwd. floors,
nat. wdwk. galore, third floor waiting to be finished.
Remodeled kitchen and bath, newer roof and furace.

Simply elegant!
PAT McGILL crs
651-695-4311 * $595,000

St. Paul’s Newest Neighborhood!

Visit our fabulous model, open Thursday through
Monday, Noon to 5. Private showings by
appointment.

651-210-2462  LoveThyNeighborhood.com

Sue Nichols

IMPRESSIVE REMODEL

1943 James has 3,000+ sq. ft. refinished space. 4 BRs, 4
baths, 2-car garage. New windows, siding, roof, mechani-
cals, appliances. Granite, natural stone, built-ins, FP, CA.
Open gunday Noon-3:30 pm.

SUE NICHOLS

651-695-3437 » §599,900

Luke Walbert

GENTRAL GORRIDOR

1130 Charles Ave.: Watch it grow and enjoy convenient
1-level living, just 2 blocks from proposed LRT station.
Porch, fireplace & walk-up storage attic.

LUKE WALBERT
651-336-3159 * $139,900

Dennis Malloy

JUST MOVE IN
1182 St. Paul Ave. features 3 BRs, 2 baths, eat-in kit.,
formal dining room with patio door to private deck.

DENNIS MALLOY
651-690-8524 * $229,900

colbwelLL
BANKEGRO
PREMIER
OFFICE
= R
GENE & MARJORIE AUDETTE KAT BOURQUE ANGELA BRASEL jaybudge.com

651-282-9608

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

ALICE DICKINSON
651-282-9620

DICK & TOM DISTAD
651-690-8516

PETER DONOVAN
651-690-8519

BEN DORAN
651-695-3454

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

KATHRYN KENNEDY
651-282-9659

SUE JOHNSON
651-282-9686

JOAN JOHNSON
651-282-9626

MARNA HOLMAN
651-282-9619

KATHY JAMBOR
651-695-3431

PAULA GLEESON
651-282-9679

JOHN HAVES
651-282-9618

GARY FABEL
651-282-9613
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ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
450 N. Syndicate St Paul, MN 55104 651-690-4364
ALL LEVELS, ALL INSTRUMENTS, VOICE

Musikgarten Classes from 18 Months - We're open evenings and Saturdays

www.stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net

w

We're Ready for
the Holidays!

» Candles, Napkins, Placecards,
Gifts & Stocking Stuffers

* Boxed Holiday Cards
Twin Cities' Best Selection

Annual Benefit for
Listening Honge

Dec. 8 & 9
12-5 p.m.
Wine & Cider

PAPER PATISSERIE

366 Selby Avenue ® 651-227-1398

David Herr of Sum-
mit Hill was elected
president of the
Academy of Court-
Appointed Masters
at its annual meet-
ing in November in
Washington, D.C.
Herr is an attorney
with Maslon Edel-
man Borman &
Brand and has been
involved with the
ACAM since its inception in 2004. He will
begin his term as president on January 1.
Members of the ACAM serve in state and fed-
eral courts around the country, particularly in
complex civil cases.

Subway Restaurants are joining Bridging
Inc. to collect blankets on Sunday, December
9. Bridging hopes to provide a blanket with
each of the 10,000 beds it will give away to
individuals and families in 2008. Those who
bring new or gently used clean blankets to a
participating Subway restaurant that day will
receive a free six-inch sandwich. Full- and
queen-size blankets are especially needed.

The St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce
will hold a holiday open house from 4:30 to
7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 13, at its offic-
es, 401 N. Robert St., Suite 150, The party will
include a Taste of the Metro, featuring items
from the chamber’s top catering, restaurant
and beverage members, as well as music by
the Grand Jazz Duo. Admission is free. Reg-
ister at 651-265-2795 or www.saintpaulcham-
ber.com by December 7.

Fabulous Fern’s Horseshoe Club has teamed
up with the YWCA of St. Paul for the second
annual Adopt a Family Holiday Gift Drive.
The effort will assist 10 families currently liv-

ing in transitional YWCA housing. A large
donation box has been set up at Fern’s, 400
Selby Ave., where people can drop off gifts or
financial contributions through December
14. Families’ requests for needed items will be
listed on the box. The drive is being organized
by Ramsey Hill residents Victoria Main and
Jean Christoffel and Fern’s co-owner Charles
Senkler.

Aspire Chiropractic, 333 Grand Ave., will of-
fer a free workshop on “Get Healthy and Stay
Healthy Without Guilt” at 7:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 5. Pizza will be provided. Call
651-294-2332 or visit www.aspirechiro.com.

A workshop on creating a business exit plan
will be offered at 8:00 a.m. Friday, December
7, at the James J. Hill Reference Library, 80
W. 4th St. Tom Lyons, author of Exit Strategy
—Maximizing the Value of Your Business, will
explain how to prepare to sell your business
and run it to produce the greatest value in the
end. The cost is $25-$35, which includes rolls
and coffee. A free tour of the library will be
offered at 8:30 a.m. Friday, December 14. Call
651-265-5500 or visit www.jjhill.org.

W.A. Frost and Company, 374 Selby Ave.,
has received Wine Enthusiast Magazine’s an-
nual Award of Unique Distinction, the pub-
lication’s highest level of recognition. The res-
taurant offers wines from nine countries and
45 different growing regions.

A Holiday Men’s Night will be held from
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 11, at
R.E Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford Pkwy. Min-
nesota Twins manager Ron Gardenhire will
be fielding questions and at 6:30 p.m. master
brewer Jim Lonetti will lead a tasting of Sum-
mit Brewery’s beverages. Hors doeuvres and
other refreshments also will be provided. Call
651-698-6321.

ore than a dozen retail stores
Mand restaurants on Selby Avenue
between Dale Street and the Ca-
thedral of St. Paul will join together for the
fourth annual Selby Stroll on Saturday and
Sunday, December 8-9. The businesses will
be serving holiday treats, raffling off gift cer-
tificates and donating a percentage of their
sales from those two days to benefit the Lis-
tening House, a downtown St. Paul shelter
and referral center for homeless people.
“Listening House delivers services to
more than 200 homeless people every day,’
said executive director Rosemarie Reger-
Rumsey. “This is possible only through the

Selby Stroll to benefit Listening House

generosity of the larger community”

The Selby Stroll grew out of the annual
holiday open house at the Paper Patisserie,
according to owner Eileen Shapiro, and
has nearly tripled in size this year. As of last
week, participating businesses included the
Paper Patisserie, W.A. Frost, the Muddy Pig,
Common Good Books, Ninas Coffee Cafe,
Fabulous Fern’s, Estetica Salon & Day Spa,
Great Harvest Bread Company, Solo Vino,
Fleur De Lis, Arthur Murray Dance Studio,
Five Two Six Salon Spa and the YWCA of
St. Paul.

For more information, stop in or call the
participating shops.

Senior News

The Thompson Park Activity Center in West
St. Paul is offering the following: information
related to drug prescription plans at 11:00
a.m. Wednesday, December 5 (the deadline
for changing 2008 plans is December 21);
Learn and Play Bridge sessions from 1:30 to
4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning Decem-
ber 5 ($8.00 per session); a Great Decisions
discussion with world diplomat Tom Hanson
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Monday, December 10;
and a trip to see a holiday musical revue at the
Chanhassen Playhouse on Wednesday, De-
cember 19 ($53). Call 651-450-8291.

Little Brothers-Friends of the Elderly has
opened a new Energy Park office in the Atri-
um Building, 1295 Bandana Blvd., Suite 165,
St. Paul. For information on its programs, call
Kathleen O’Brien at 612-746-0752 or visit
wwwlittlebrothers.org/minneapolis.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 104 S. Snelling
Ave.,, is offering an Aging Splendidly program
on the second Thursday of every month now

through May. The December 13 session will
feature Connie and Larry Hickle of Plymouth
Congregation Church in Minneapolis speak-
ing on “Wisdom: A Gift of Aging” Connie is
a retired counselor with the St. Paul Public
Schools and Larry is a retired Presbyterian
pastor. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. and
the talk will begin at 12:30 p.m. The cost is
$6.00. Call Joy Bussert at 651-699-5560.

Winter Carnival senior royalty candidates
are being sought for the 2008 festival by the St.
Paul Division of Parks and Recreation. Those
55 and older who live in Ramsey, Hennepin,
Washington or Dakota counties are eligible to
compete. Candidates must attend a luncheon
on January 8 and interview with judges the
following week. The coronation will be held
on January 31 at Landmark Center, and the
new royal family will make its first appear-
ance in the Torchlight Parade on February 2.
The application deadline is December 21. Call
Mary Brown at 651-266-6363.
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The Best Christmas Gift

A SHORT STORY BY ROGER BARR

rare occurrence, Matt thought, having
%}ﬂl four members of the Bartholomew

amily sitting down to dinner together.
These days, between his and Deidres work
schedules and school events and sleepovers
for Allison and Christopher, someone was
usually absent when dinner was served. Too
often, he was the culprit. Tonight he had cut
short a meeting in hopes of redeeming him-
self after being missing in action the past two
nights.

As the dishes were passed around the table,
Allison seemed less concerned about her fa-
ther’s redemption than his Christmas wish list.
“Daddy, what do you want for Christmas?”
she asked. At 13, she was already the very pic-
ture of her mother’s holiday efficiency.

“Yes,” his wife chimed in, “what do you
want?”

“Oh, I don’t know;” Matt said finally, realiz-
ing that all eyes were on him. “World peace?”

“Daddy;” Allison pleaded, “I'm serious”

“So am I, Matt said. “Whats wrong with
world peace?”

“Well, nothing” Allison said, setting the
green beans down. “But what do you really
want?”

She was referring, of course, to something
that could be wrapped in a box and tucked
under the Christmas tree, something under
$10 since she was paying for it with baby-sit-
ting money. But with the pressure on him,
Matt could not think of a single thing.

“Let me get back to you,” he said.

“Well Allison said, “you better decide.
Christmas is only two weeks away””

“Tll put it at the top of my to-do list) he
promised. “Would you pass the green beans,
please?”

Matt pondered his daughter’s question as
he pulled on his coat and headed out through
the open garage door for the nightly inspec-
tion of the family’s créche. What did he want
for Christmas? They were well into the sea-
son, and as usual he was struggling to find
some meaning in the curious mixture of an-
cient Christmas rituals and modern holiday
traditions. Every year the question got harder
to answer. He was the only one in the fam-
ily who had not been dropping hints for the
past two weeks. Christopher had already been
through a half dozen revisions of his own
Christmas list.

Across the street, a young man wearing
a long dark coat and what appeared to be a
crown was slowly walking by, staring into
the yard at the créche figures. When the man
passed under the streetlight, Matt saw that the
crown was actually a coxcomb cap.

From the end of the driveway, Matt turned
and looked back into the yard at the Nativ-
ity scene. The predicted snowfall had begun.
Large flakes sifted like flour from the low
clouds, drifting through the beams of light
cast by the spotlights before settling on the
creche figures and the snowy ground.

The créche was a 50-year tradition in the
Bartholomew family. It had started out as a
simple celebration of the fulfillment of the
Biblical prophecy that God would send a sav-
ior to the world. The year Matt was born, his
father had cast in plaster of Paris the life-size
figures of Mary, Joseph and the Christ Child,
painted serene expressions on their faces and
dressed them in simple cloth robes. Through
the years, his father added the Three Wise
Men and their camels, shepherds and their
flock, stable animals and a multitude of an-
gels. Fifty life-size figures in all, everyone so
realistic that some of the steady stream of
visitors between Thanksgiving and Epiphany
swore they saw the figures move.

Matt’s nightly inspections and the high-
tech security system were more recent tradi-
tions. Late one night in 2001, the créche was
all but destroyed by two inebriated teenag-
ers. That year, Matts already tenuous faith

was shattered along with the figures. Looking
back, one of the things that had gotten him
through the season was the comforting words
of a mysterious old codger who had stopped
to talk to him one afternoon as he was shov-
eling the driveway, angrily heaving the snow
into the empty yard where the flock of sheep
should have been. “T have faith in the possibil-
ities that lie before us;” the old codger had said
when Matt asked him what he believed in.

The codgers pronouncement had given
Matt enough hope to begin the task of restor-
ing the creche figures. His faith “in the pos-
sibilities” had become the core of Matts faith,
even as he struggled with the question of
whether the possibilities came about through
happenstance or a divine plan.

att moved through the figures in the
Myard, adjusting an anchor here, repo-

sitioning a spotlight there. As he ad-
justed the Wise Men, he couldn’t help glaring
at the gifts they bore. You rascals, he thought:
If you hadn’t been bearing gifts, I wouldn't be
in this fix.

Matt finished his inspection by checking
the multitude of angels who sang of the glory
of the Savior’s birth. Every time he looked at
the angels, he remembered something else
the old codger had said: “Maybe God doesn't
always work in mysterious ways, but through
ordinary people like you or me”

“Is that supposed to make you some kind of
angel?” Matt had retorted, none too kindly.

“Not that I know of;” the old man said smil-
ing. “But then, who's to say it doesn’t?”

Matt wrestled the two barrels of donated
food up the driveway and into the safety of the
garage. Handyman, the director of the Open
Cupboard Food Shelf, would be by in the
morning to pick up the donations dropped off
by people who had stopped to see the créche.

Matt gave the yard a final survey, then
stepped into the garage to arm the security
system. So far, the security system had pre-
vented a repeat of the vandalism of 2001, but
it had done little to erase his fear that it would
happen again. He pushed the button that sent
the garage door rattling down, wondering if
the possibilities lying ahead included world
peace. Or even peace of mind.

In the back entryway, as Matt was hanging
up his coat, Allison ambushed him: “Did you
decide what you wanted? Mom and I are go-
ing shopping tomorrow after school”

“Oh, honey, I haven't come up with any-
thing,” he said. “Just give me something you
know T'll like”

Allison rolled her eyes. “Daddy, you're such
apoop”

“Yes,” he agreed, “T'm a poop””

he following evening, as Matt conduct-
ed his nightly inspection of the creche,

he noticed the same young man with
the coxcomb cap across the street. Something
about the stranger’s demeanor was odd, Matt
thought. Most people who came to see the
creche crossed the street, stopping at his or-
namental split-rail fence to study the figures.
This guy deliberately kept a distance between
himself and the creche.

Out of the corner of his eye, Matt followed
the stranger until he turned the corner and
headed north into the night. Was it coinci-
dence? His imagination? An overreaction to
his concerns about security? Matt shook off
the suspicion that was building inside him.
Most likely, it was just a college student taking
a shortcut through the neighborhood to the
nearby campus. Matt debated whether to tell
Deidre about the stranger, and decided it was
not worth mentioning.

Allison was sitting at the kitchen table do-
ing homework when Matt walked in. He sat
down next to her, determined to redeem him-
self. He could always use something practical,
like flashlight batteries.

“So, I've been thinking about what I want

for Christmas,” he said.

“You're too late!” Allison said triumphantly.
“T already bought your present. You'll love it

“Really;” he said. “Well, I can’t wait”

“Don’t you even want a hint?” she asked.

Later as he lay in bed, his hands clasped be-
hind his head, a thought crossed his mind: If
the stranger were just a student, where was his
backpack?

The next night, Matt kept watch over the
creche from the window of his study before
and after his inspection. At around the same
time as the previous evenings, the stranger
appeared across the street. This was no coin-
cidence, Matt thought. This guy was here for
a reason. Matt grabbed his coat and went out
the back door, slipped around the side of the
house, and in a half crouch threaded his way
through the créche and toward the street. The
stranger snapped to attention when he saw
Matt, then turned and walked quickly away.

“Hello!” Matt called out.

The stranger walked faster.

“Who are you?” Matt yelled as the stranger
broke into a run. “What do you want?”

Alarmed, Matt called Officer Darryl Carter,
the same police officer who had responded
that awful morning six years ago when the
creche had been destroyed.

“Mr. Bartholomew;” the police officer
chuckled, “it wouldn’t be Christmas without
a call from you. It’s like a tradition. What can
I do for you?”

“I don’t know if this means anything or not,
officer;” Matt began. He then told Carter what
had happened and gave him a description of
the mysterious stranger.

“You were right to call,” Carter said. “If you
see him again, don't confront him. Don't even
go outside. Call the police. Let us take care of
it. Here’s my cell phone number”

Matt hung up the phone and turned to see
his wife staring at him?

“What was that all about?” Deidre asked.

“I'm not sure;” Matt said. He summarized
the events, ending with, “I probably should’ve
mentioned it last night. I'd hoped I was imag-
ining things”

“It's probably nothing,” Deidre said.

“That’s one possibility;” Matt conceded.

T he following night, Matt saw the mys-

terious stranger across the street. He
called Officer Carter.

“He’s here again,” Matt said.

“Stay inside;” Carter said. “T'm only 10
blocks away?”

Matt went upstairs. Without turning on
the light, he stood at the window, cupped his
hands around his eyes and pressed his face
against the cold pane. Across the street, the
man leaned against the trunk of a tree.

Two squad cars, their lights and sirens off,
approached from opposite directions and
stopped in front of the house. The stranger
looked in both directions as though prepar-
ing to run, then dropped his shoulders in sur-
render. Carter stepped out of his squad car,
exchanged words with the stranger and then
ushered him into the back seat of the squad
car. Fifteen long minutes later, Carter emerged
from the squad car and started walking up to
Matt’s front door. Matt hurried downstairs to

let him in.

“I see you got him,” Matt said.

Carter nodded. “He’s sitting in my car”

“Who is he?” Matt said. “What does he
want?”

“Does the name Geoffrey Lewis ring a
bell?”

“My God!” Matt said, genuinely startled.
Images of smashed créche figures lying in
the snow flashed before him. “What does he
want?”

“Is not what you think]” Carter said.
“Youre not in any danger. He just wants to
talk to you”

“Well, why didn't he just come up to the
door instead of lurking around in the dark?”

“It's not quite that easy,” Carter said. “He’s
been coming by every night, trying to get up
the nerve to ring the doorbell. Do you want to
talk to him? You're under no obligation.”

“Why does he want to talk now?”

“He can explain it better than I can”

Matt and Deidre exchanged glances. Matt
had formally forgiven the two boys that
Christmas Eve in 2001, instinctively know-
ing that it was a thing he needed to do. The
conversation had been one-sided. He had lec-
tured the parents, warning them to pay atten-
tion to their sons. He had spoken briefly to the
boys, then turned on his heel and moved on,
though a part of him remained behind, para-
lyzed by the fear that someday another vandal
would succeed in subverting the security sys-
tem surrounding his property.

“T’ll talk to him,” Matt said.

“When?”

“Now’s as good a time as any.”’

Lewis looked more nervous than threat-

ening. His eyes were glassy, his face pale
and tight behind a week’s growth of beard.
His long dark coat hung loosely on his shoul-
ders. He wore no gloves, and there were holes
in the knees of his blue jeans. He reached up
and pulled off the coxcomb, revealing a mop
of unwashed black hair. His eyes sought the
corners of the room.

“You'll be OK?” Carter asked. Matt nodded,
then realized the police officer was not talk-
ing to him. Carter gave Geoffrey what Matt
thought was an encouraging look and slipped
out the front door.

“Well, come in,” Matt said tersely, gestur-
ing toward the living room. He pointed to an
overstuffed chair. He and Deidre sat together
on the couch.

Geoffrey sat stiffly on the edge of the cush-
ion. His eyes moved around the room, taking
in the Christmas tree that stood before the
picture window and the plastic Santa Claus
and Rudolph in their traditional places beside
the fireplace.

“Neat tree;” the young man said.

“What do you want?” Matt asked brusque-

In the light of the front entryway, Geoffrey

ly.
“Well, itss like this,” Geoftrey said. “You're
probably pretty ticked at me, right?” He stared
at the carpet for a moment, then leaned for-
ward. “See...I was drunk that night. Both of
us were. David, my friend, he like dared me
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AN “EYE”’NIQUE
EXPERIENCE!

TRUNK SHOW
DECEMBER 6 * 4-8 PM

“We carry a wide array of frames and
sunglasses that other })outiques don’t”
— Brad Beatty, owner

COMPLETE EYE CARE

740 Main Street, Suite 100
Mendota Heig’hts ® 651.686.9393
Located in the Village of Mendota

TRADITIONS

Classic Home Furnishings

25% Off
Alt &
Accessories

Minneapolis
3052 Excelsior Blvd.
(612) 285-0356

Saint Paul
1039 Grand Ave.
(651) 222-5253

Naples, FL

www.Traditions.com

Holy Eucharist Services
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Education for all ages at 9:30

901 Portland Avenue
651-228-1164

www.stclements-stp.org

Be Dancing by New Year's
Call Today ~ Start Today!

Salsa * Swing * Ballroom

Gift Certificates Available

ST. CLEMENT’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

4:30 pm  LESSONS & CAROLS

with reception following

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE

4:30 pm EUCHARIST & PAGEANT

9:45 pm CONCERT WITH CAROLS
Vivaldi's Gloria with choir and orchestra

10:30 pm  CHORAL EUCHARIST

The Christ Mass
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to go in your yard and do something. I'm like,
‘OK’ I vaulted the fence and pushed over a
sheep. I dared him back. He kinda destroyed
two sheep. He dared me to bust up one of the
camels...”

Geoffrey’s face clouded with the memory.
“You get the idea. Pretty soon it was a contest
to see who could destroy more statues. All the
while, this voice in my head is shouting, “This
is so wrong!” But I couldn't stop””

“We know all that, Matt interrupted, re-
membering the account that Carter had given
him six years ago.

“See, it’s like this,” Geoffrey said. “This deal
wasn't the end of my troubles. It was sort of
the beginning. My parents came down on me
hard—they were right to. But I didn’t think
so at the time. I rebelled. I was in and out of
trouble for the next two or three years. They
kept on me. Finally I decided I didn’t need
that...stuff anymore. So I split. I ended up
in California. I got into trouble out there. I
tried to rob a convenience store. The manager
caught me. He could smell the booze on me.
He could’ve called the cops, but he didn't. He
told me I had a choice: I could enter a treat-
ment program, or be arrested and go to jail.
So I'wentinto treatment. It didn’t take the first
time. Or the second. But this guy never gave
up on me. I've been sober a year and I'm doing
OK. I still live in California”

“So why are you here?” Matt asked.

“You said something that night. I remem-
ber what it was: T forgive you.” The young
man shook his head. “You didn't really forgive
me. It was just something to say”

“You want us to forgive you?” Matt asked.
“Is that why you're here?”

Geoftrey shook his head. “I didn’t come to
ask you to forgive me. I came back here to...
I'm at the stage in my program where I need
to make amends to people I've hurt. Every
time I think about what David and I did to the
statues—and to you and your family—TI feel
ashamed. I came back to apologize. I didn’t
remember your name or where you lived for
sure. So I came back when I knew the display
would be up. I just walked up and down the
streets until I saw it. It's pretty easy to spot,”
he added, a smile breaking on his face. “But
when I found the place, I couldn’t make my-
self walk up to the house”

Geoffrey drew himself up. He looked at
Matt and Deidre, looked away and then
looked Matt full in the face. He swallowed.

“I'm sorry for the destructive acts I commit-
ted,” he said, his voice quavering. “I'm sorry
for the pain I caused you. And I'm sorry if I
scared you by standing out there”

Geoftrey leaned back in the chair. He ex-
haled. His eyes softened and the tightness
drained out of his face.

Matt struggled for something to say. He
felt Deidre’s hand slide into his own. Over the
years he had imagined this conversation, but
with him doing all the talking.

“Standing across the street I had time to re-
allylook at all the statues,” Geoffrey continued.
“They’re beautiful. Theylook so...so peaceful.
I'wish...Iwish I had reallylooked at them that
night. If I had, maybe...” He shrugged.

“I restored them, Matt said. “It took me
three years””

“Tm sorry, Geoffrey said. “It must have
been a lot of work”

“Tappreciate what it must have taken for you
to come here and say this,” Matt said, moved
by the young man’s candor. “And you're right.
I did say that I forgave you...but not really”

No one said anything for a moment.

“So youre back in town for the holiday,
Deidre finally said. “You're staying with your
folks, I assume?”

“I haven't seen my parents in over two
years,” Geoffrey said. “Or talked to them. My
parents threw me out”

Matt froze. Deidre stiffened and brought a
hand up to her mouth.

“No,” Geoffrey said, leaning forward again,
“that’s not true. They drew a line in the sand.
I chose to leave. It just felt the same as getting
kicked out. I blamed them, but it was me”

“You're going to see them, while you're in
town, aren’t you?” Matt asked.

Geoffrey shook his head. “Not this trip. 'm
not ready to face them yet”

“They’re probably worried about you,” De-
idre said.

Geoffrey nodded but said nothing.

“I could arrange a meeting for you,” Matt
offered.

“No!” The young man shrank back into the
chair. “Please—no!”

“All right,” Matt said.

Geoffrey stood up suddenly. He stared
down at his feet. His hands worked the cox-
comb cap.

“Thank you,” he said, looking up. He shook
hands with each of them. “T won't be bother-
ing you any more.”

“Think about visiting your parents,” Matt
said.

“I think about it every day”

fter the 10 oclock news, Matt put on
%is coat and went out through the ga-
age to inspect the creche. He looked
across the street and was neither surprised
nor pleased to see that Geoffrey Lewis was
not there. In all the possibilities that lay before
him since the stranger first appeared, he nev-
er once considered this turn of events—that
something taken away six years ago could
somehow be given back.

As he examined each creche figure, Matt
thought about the bearer of this gift, a strug-
gling soul seeking redemption and a pathway
home. The least they could have done was
offer him a layover on his journey home, a
room at the inn. He armed the security sys-
tem, knowing it was for something or some-
one else. Back in the house, he raised the issue
with Deidre.

“Yes,” she said, “I was just about to suggest
the same thing?”

The next morning, Matt called Officer
Carter’s cell phone and left a message. Could
Carter get a message to Geoffrey Lewis that
the Bartholomew family would welcome him
if he wanted to spend Christmas with them?

That evening, a squad car turned into the
driveway and Officer Carter climbed out.
Matt met him outside.

“He’s gone,” Carter said. “I drove over to the
address he gave me last night. They said he left
early this morning. No forwarding address.

“He didn't talk to his folks then,” Matt said.

“It doesn’t look that way;” Carter said. “He
wasn't ready, he said so himself”

“I would've helped him?”

“So you were ready; Carter said. “He wasn't.
Remember, it’s about him, not you”

“You think he left town so he wouldn't have
to see his parents?” Matt asked. He felt some-
how responsible for Geoftrey’s departure.

“It’s possible,” Carter said. “But that was his
choice, not yours”

“I hope he’s ready someday;” Matt said.

“He will be,” Carter said. “Someday. After
all, he came here, didn’t he? He knows what
he has to do”

“How did you learn so much about this
stuffe” Matt asked. “Through police train-
ing?”

Carter shook his head. “Personal experi-
ence””

Matt tried not to show his surprise. A hun-
dred questions ran through his mind, but he
said nothing.

“I cleaned up my act years ago,” Carter said.
“The names and the details are different, but
the story is always the same. Me, I dealt with
being a black cop by trying to be the very best
cop in the entire city. I'd come home and have
one to help me settle down. Then it got to be
two, and then three. I drank more than a quart
a day before I hit bottom. My life was in ruins.
Finally you figure out there’s only one way up.
You release yourself to a higher power. And
you learn to accept the hands offered to you,
rather than just using them?”

“He said he’s been sober a year; Matt said.
“Is he...out of danger?”

“We’re never out of danger] Carter said.

‘BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT'»29
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“We learn to live with the danger—one
day at a time”

Carter opened the door of the squad
car. “And on that bright note, I need to
get back to being the very best cop in the
city” He winked.

“Well, thank you again, officer;” Matt
said. “T always seem to be in your debt”

“My friends call me Darryl”

“And mine call me Matt” He extended
his hand and felt the power and warmth
in Carter’s grip.

houldn’t we at least call his par-
Sents?” Deidre asked. “Just to tell

them we saw him and hes all
right?”

“Would we be interfering?” Matt
asked.

“He didn't say not to, Deidre rea-
soned, “only that he wasn't ready”

“We have no idea what they've been
through,” Matt said. “Well, yes we do”

“If you were his parent, wouldn’t you
want to be called?”

“Absolutely”

Matt looked the name up in the phone
book. He rehearsed several opening
lines. They all sounded stiff and awk-
ward. Finally, he picked up the phone
and keyed the number.

“Hello?” said a woman's voice.

“Is this the Lewis residence?”

“Yes,” she said. “And whatever you're
selling, we don't need any”

“I talked to your son,” Matt blurted
before she could hang up.

“Geoffrey?” she gasped. “Oh, my God!
You talked to Geoffrey? When? Oh, my
God! Gordon! Gordon! Its about Geof-
frey!”

Matt heard a click on the line.

“This is Gordon Lewis. Who's this?
What do you know about our son?”

“Where's Geoffrey?” the woman cried.
“I'm his mother! Where is he?”

“My name is Matt Bartholomew. Six
years ago, your son and another boy de-
stroyed the créche figures in my front
yard”

There was silence on the end of the
line. Matt plunged ahead.

“He came to see us last night. He apol-
ogized for the destruction he caused. He
told me he’s been in a recovery program.
He said he’s trying to make amends to
the people he’s hurt”

“He came and talked to you?” Lewis
said, “instead of us?”

“Gordon, don't start!” his wife broke in.

erriam Park author Roger
Barr will read his short
story, “The Best Christmas

Gift” in a free program at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 13, in the cha-
pel at the St. Paul Area Council of
Churches, 1671 Summit Ave.

The event is a benefit for the coun-
cil and its Department of Indian
Works. Members of the audience are
asked to bring a donation of non-
perishable food or money for the
Department of Indian Works, which
operates an emergency food shelf for
local American Indians in need.

A limited number of chapbooks of
“The Best Christmas Gift” will be for
sale at the reading with all proceeds
going to the food shelf. “The Best
Christmas Gift” is the tenth holiday
story by Barr that has appeared in
the Villager, all of them about the fic-
tional Bartholomew family.

“I'm not, Jeanne! I'm just trying to get
the facts”

“I'tried to convince him to talk to you,”
Matt said. “I said I'd help. But he said he
wasn't ready to talk to you. Not yet. Dar-
ryl...Officer Carter checked the place
he was staying and hed left. We think he
went back to California”

“California?” Lewis said.

Matt heard Geoffrey’s mother break
down on the other end of the line. “Tell
me everything!” she choked between
sobs.

“He’s been living out there for a couple
of years,” Matt said. “He’s in a treatment
program. Hes been sober for a year. He
says he’s doing well. He wants to come
home—you can see it in his face—he
just doesn’t know how””

“Oh, Gordon, he’s all right!” Geoffrey’s
mother cried. “He’s all right!”

“Tmsorry” Matt said. “I wish I could’ve
given you a merry Christmas”

“A merry Christmas? We were just
discussing whether to even get a Christ-
mas tree this year;” Geoffrey’s father said.
“This is the best Christmas gift we could
ask for, except to have Geoft home. I
guess we'll get a tree after all”

“Thank you!” Geoffrey’s mother said.
“Youre an angel! Thank you! Thank
you!”

n the Bartholomew household,
Iit was a tradition to open gifts on
Christmas morning. With Allison
and Christopher getting older, the gift

—

another heartwarming holiday story.

E.M. Pearson Theatre,

Tickets: $15-$24

Minnesota PerformDance Productions Presents

A KXMS Christmas!

Take a fun-filled holiday ride with waltzing partygoers, sparkling
Starettes, energetic jazz dancers, and a cast of talented singers for

December 14-16, 2007

Concordia University, St. Paul

For information and tickets

651-209-6799

www.uptowntix.com

www.MinnesotaPerformDance.org
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opening was a bit more civilized than
the free-for-all of years past. One by one
the gifts were opened amid the appro-
priate “oohs” and “aahs” and then added
to the pile beside each family member.
Atlast, Allison handed Matt a box about
6 inches square, wrapped in green and
trimmed with red ribbon.

“This is from me,” she said. “Guess
what’s in it!”

“I have no idea,” Matt said, shaking
the box.

“Don't shake it!” Allison warned. “It’s
fragile”

Matt tore the wrapping paper and re-
moved the lid from the box. He drew out
a ball of tissue paper and peeled away
the layers to reveal a snow globe the size
of a softball. Inside was a miniature Na-
tivity scene. Matt upended the globe and
watched the snow swirl and drift down
upon the Nativity figures.

“Well, thank you”

“Read what it says on the base,” Alli-
son instructed.

Matt squinted to read the inscription
in gold letters on the polished wood.
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among all people”

“Tlove it,” he said. Allison beamed.

Matt upended the globe again and
watched the snow fall.

Later in the morning or perhaps that
afternoon, Allison would snuggle up be-
side him. “What was the best Christmas
gift that you got?” she would ask. For
her, there was only one answer, and of
course he would give it to her. But pri-
vately it would be a hard to decide which
was the best Christmas gift he had re-
ceived this year. For a week, the words of
Jeanne Lewis had rung like church bells
in Matt’s head. Was he truly an angel?
Had this season’s turn of events been
God working through ordinary people
like himself?

Jeanne Lewis certainly thought so.
Maybe he did, too. Who was to say
among all the possibilities that lay before
them that it wasnt so? Matt could still
feel the power and warmth of Carter’s
grip, and well understood that their ca-
sual friendship had taken a deeper turn.
And now he held in his hands proof that
his daughter, like her mother, seemed to
know the old man better than he knew
himself.

Matt upended the globe again and
watched the snow swirl around the Na-
tivity figures inside.

“Ilove it;” he said. “You gave me world
peace after all”

BRANT THOMSEN
PIANO STUDIO

Individualized instruction with a focus on overall personal development

+ Professional Training: New
England Conservatory of Music

+ Clinical training in child
development & learning

Studio expanding! Call now to
schedule an interview.

( 651 ) 224-6884 www.brantthomsen.pianoinstructor.net
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The Invention of
Hugo Cabret

Like Nothing
You've
Experienced
Before!

THE RED BALLOON
BOOKSHOP

CHILDREN’S BOOKS, ETC.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret
Brian Selznick
$22.99
0439813786
Scholastic Press

651/224-8320

891 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105

redballoonbookshop.com



We only deliver to .0017%

of the world’s population.

Snelling- Lexington-
Hamline Hamline
University | Ave

But then, where in the
world are your customers?

All business owners will tell you that the vast
majority of their companies’ sales must come from
those who live or work within a few convenient
miles of their shop or office.

The successful business owner works to
maximize those sales by advertising in a medium
that offers total home-delivered coverage in
precisely that market area calculated to do that
business the most good. And one with a high
degree of readership within that area so that the
advertising dollar works most effectively.

Now, we’re not suggesting that advertising

in the Villager guarantees a business’ success, .
but if the households in this area represent a 65,000 total copies

o o detincpotential marke, the 50,000 home-delivered
140,000 readers

Right Where You Live™
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Wednesday/December5

A DEPRESSION, bipolar support group
will meet from 7:00 to 8:30 this evening and
on Wednesday, December 19, at the Jewish
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The
group is free and usually meets on the first
and third Wednesday of each month. Call
Marjorie Sigel at 651-698-0767.

Thursday/December6

AN “INVENTING ISRAELI HISTORY”
class will be taught by Alex Jassen, assistant
professor at the University of Minnesota,
from 7:00 to 8:30 this evening and on
Thursdays, December 13 and 20, at the
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul
Ave. The cost is $12-$18 per session or $30-
$45 for the series. Call 651-698-0751.

LIFE LINE SCREENING will be at the
Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave.,
today. Appointments will begin at 9:00
a.m. Stroke, vascular disease and heart
rhythm screenings cost $159, with an
osteoporosis screening for an additional
$10. The screenings take 60-90 minutes
to complete. Call 1-888-754-1464 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com

A HOLIDAY AFTERNOON TEA will be
served at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. today
amid the gardens of the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory at Como Zoo. Guests will
dine on a five-course traditional tea service
and receive a behind-the-scenes tour of
the conservatory and witness the Sunken

Garden’s holiday flower show. Tickets are
$45. For reservations, call 651-487-8250.

A SCANDINAVIAN COOKIE & Craft
Fair will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00

p-m. today and tomorrow at Lyngblomsten,
1415 Almond Ave. Krumkake, sandbakkels,
rosettes, lefse and more will be sold, along
with holiday crafts. Call 651-632-5356.

Saturday/December8

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA will

be offered by the Highland Business
Association between 9:00 and 11:00 this
morning at the Chatterbox Pub, 800 S.
Cleveland Ave. All children and their adult
guests are invited to enjoy a complimentary
breakfast. Admission is with either a
nonperishable food donation for the

local food shelf or a new toy for Toys for
Tots. Santa will be on hand to listen to
children’s wishes, and parents are invited
to bring along their cameras. The Hillcrest
Recreation Center staff will be organizing
a craft project for kids. Space is limited. To
register, call the Chatterbox at 651-699-
1154. To volunteer to help out with the
event, call the HBA office at 651-699-9042.

THE DODGE NATURE CENTER in West
St. Paul will offer a program at 10:00 this
morning on how to make beautiful sheets
of paper out of plant material, including
cattails, prairie grasses, recycled paper and
even junk mail. There will be a short hike
outside to gather materials for the paper.
The cost is $5.00-$7.00, or $15 for families.
Call 651-455-4531.

A HOLIDAY FESTIVAL will be held from
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. today at Minnehaha
Academy’s north campus, 3100 W. River
Pkwy., Minneapolis. The festival will
include a holiday market of gifts made by

Jason Richler and 9-month-old Maxwell seem to approve of mom Tiffany’s pick of a
Christmas tree at the YMCA lot at Highland National Golf Course. The lot was moved to
Highland this year because of construction at Macalester College. pHoto BY ANNE BRANDRUD

local artisans, a Scandinavian dinner buffet
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. (tickets at $20 must
be purchased in advance), a performance
by the Svenskarnas Dag Girls Choir and

a show by comedian Bob Stromberg of
Triple Espresso at 7:30 p.m. ($15). Call
612-728-7721 or e-mail anfang-jane@
minnehahaacademy.net.

LEARN WHAT BIRDS like to eat and then
make a suet feeder to take home during

a program at 10:00 this morning at Fort
Snelling State Park. The cost is $5.00 per
feeder. Call 612-725-2724.

“NIGHT TRAINS” will be presented

from 6:00 to 9:00 this evening, and every
Saturday night through February, at the
Twin City Model Railroad Museum, 1021

E. Bandana Blvd. The evening will feature
special lighted models of passenger trains
that once served the Twin Cities. Admission
is $5.00 or $15 for families. Call 651-647-
9628 or visit www.tcmrm.org.

WINTER ON THE FRONTIER will be re-
created during a program from 11:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. today and Saturday, December
15, at Fort Snelling. Visitors will learn how
soldiers, settlers and servants struggled to
make it through the winter. Hot cider will
be served. The cost is $5.00-$8.00. Call 612-
726-1171.

SANTA WILL MAKE A STOP at 1456
Wachtler Ave., Mendota Heights, from 6:30
to 8:30 this evening and on December 9, 15-
16 and 21-23. Bring your camera for photos.
Food or money donations will be collected
for the food shelf.

Sunday/December9

A WINTER BIRD WALK will be held at
10:00 this morning at Fort Snelling State
Park. Admission is free, but a state parking
permit is required. Call 612-725-2724.

AN “IRON CHEF LATKE COOKOFF”
is the main feature of family Hanukah
celebration will be held from 1:00 to 4:00
this afternoon at the Jewish Community
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. Families will
compete for the coveted “Golden Potato”
after submitting a favorite latke (potato
pancake) recipe. Other activities that day
will include dreidel making and spin-off
contests and other games. The cost is $18-
$20 per family. Call 651-698-0751.

Tuesday/December 11

THE MAD HATTERS’ TEA HOUSE, 943
W. 7th St., will hold a conversational salon
from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. Michael
Wood will talk about “What is Public
Ownership” with special regard to how

this applies to the Ford plant in Highland
Park. The salon is free, but donations are
encouraged for program and treats. Call
651-227-3228.

“ISRAEL CONNECTIONS” will be held at
7:00 this evening at the Jewish Community
Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The monthly
program is designed to help attendees
deepen their understanding of events in
Israel and beyond. Admission is free. Call
651-698-0751.

THE COMO-MIDWAY LA LECHE
League will meet at 7:00 this evening to
discuss nutrition and weaning. Current and
expectant mothers are invited to attend with
their babies. Call Heidi at 651-659-9527.

THE HOLIDAY TRAIN will make a stop
from 7:00 to 8:00 this evening on the upper
level of the Central Parking System ramp
on Kellogg Boulevard and Broadway Street
in downtown St. Paul to collect monetary
and non-perishable food donations for
Second Harvest Heartland. Illuminated

by thousands of festive lights, Canadian
Pacific’s Holiday Train is making its way
across the United States and Canada to raise
donations and awareness for local food
banks. Entertainers are traveling with the
train. Visit www.cpr.ca/cms/English/default.
htm and click on Holiday Train or call 651-
484-5117.

Wednesday/December 12

ASTRONOMICAL INSIGHTS into the
Star of Bethlehem will be offered by College
of St. Catherine physics professor Terry
Flower lat 6:30 this evening in Our Lady of
Victory Chapel at St. Catherine’s. Admission
is free, but registration is required. Call 651-
690-6819 or e-mail leadership@stkate.edu.

Thursday/December 13

CAFE V’IVRIT will be open for coffee and
Hebrew conversation at 7:00 this evening at
the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul
Ave. The gathering is free and open to the
public. Call Erez Frankel at 651-255-4753.

A WORLD WAR II HISTORY Roundtable
on “Pear] Harbor: Was There No Warning?”
will be held at 7:00 this evening at Fort
Snelling. Robert Stinnett, author of Day of
Deceit, will outline some of the breakdowns
in military communications that allowed
the surprise attack and historian Jim Johns
will present research from his upcoming
book on Pearl Harbor. A Hawaiian witness
to the attack also will be part of the
presentation. The cost is $5.00 and free for
college students with ID. Call 612-726-1171.

Saturday/December 15

A HIKE TO IDENTIFY the many different
species of trees native to the area will

be offered at 1:00 this afternoon at Fort
Snelling State Park. The program is free,

but a state parking permit is required. Call
612-725-2724.

Sunday/December 16

A HIKE TO LOOK for the abandoned
summer homes of birds and animals will be
offered 1:00 this afternoon at Fort Snelling
State Park. The program is free, but a state
parking permit is required. Call 612-725-
2724.

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL AND TEA” will
be held at 2:00 this afternoon in Carolyn
Hall at St. MarK’s Church, 1983 Dayton Ave.
Enjoy a cup of tea with friends while being
regaled with a dramatic reading of Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. With the use of
19 different voices, narrator Tom Bitney tells
a one-hour version of the classic holiday
story. Admission is free. Donations will be
taken for the Keystone Community Services
food shelves. Call 651-645-5717.

PRELIMINARY DESIGNS for the green
space at the intersection of Hamline Avenue
and Ayd Mill Road will be presented

from 3:00 to 4:30 this afternoon at Bethel
Christian Fellowship, 1466 Portland Ave.
The design includes the Eleanor Graham
Community Garden and the adjacent
Ashland Park. Kate Skelton, a landscape
architecture graduate student at the
University of Minnesota, will present the
design. Call the District 13 Council office at
651-645-6887.

Monday/December 17

PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) will meet from 7:00 to
8:30 this evening at the Jewish Community
Center. The group meets the third Monday
of each month. The meetings are free and
open to the public. Call Marjorie Sigel at
651-698-0767.

Tuesday/December 18

THE MAD HATTERS’ TEA HOUSE, 943
W. 7th St., will hold a conversational salon
from 6:30 to 8:30 this evening. A wine and
cheese reception will be held for authors
Kathleen Murphy-Taylor and James Taylor
and their recently published book, Willow in
a Storm. This is a powerful and honest look
at how they met and married after James
was released from federal prison. The salon
is free, but donations are encouraged for
program and treats. Call 651-227-3228.

THE ST. PAUL HIKING CLUB will meet
at 11:30 this morning in the parking lot of
Nova Classical Academy, 1668 Montreal
Ave. Visit www.stpaulhike.org.
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“Simply the Finest
Neighborhood Restaurant & Bar
in St. Paul”

— St. Paul Convention & Visitor's Bureau

for "Oliday FERN'S

Giﬁ BAR & GRILL
Card o l 400 SELBY AVE. ON CATHEDRAL HILL
[ J

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

Dermatology Consultants, P. A.
is moving from the Midway to
280 Snelling Avenue North,
St. Paul, MN 55104
on or about January 1, 2008.

For all your medical, surgical, and cosmetic
skin care needs, call 651-209-1600.

For your convenience, our other clinics are located
in Eagan, Woodbury, and Vadnais Heights.

Do you want to burchase,
but are worried about selling>

Have we got a deal for you.

When you purchase at The Summit of Mendota
Heights, you can rest easy knowing that if your
current home has not sold when you move in,

we will pay the principle, interest, taxes and
insurance on your existing home for up to nine
months*. (The maximum total per month is
$2,500.) Buy with confidence, buy at The Summit
of Mendota Heights.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY AVAILABLE

MAINTENANCE FREE, SINGLE-LEVEL, AND LUXURIOUS: Condominiums from the $260's, Twinhomes from the mid $500's*
SummitOfMendotaHeights.com ® 651.457.0820

Sales by: A Development by:

& OPUS

BURNET * See sales associate for details. Valid with full price offer. Cannot be combined with other offers.Prices subject to change without notice.
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Home Fires
By Jo Marshall

A smorgasbord of
tradition could be on
the menu this Xmas

j s Christmas approaches, we hunger for more than food.

We have an insatiable appetite for tradition. However,

what we now understand to be Christmas traditions
predate Christmas itself. Many have their roots in pagan cul-
tures. The burning of the yule log, for example, dates back to
the Druids, who would bless a log and keep it burning for 12
days to aid the sun in its struggle against darkness. A yule log
was also part of Viking tradition. Early Vikings would carve
runes representing unwanted traits, like dishonor or misfor-
tune, on their logs. Burning the inscriptions was believed to
remove the undesirable characteristics.

Christians first celebrated Christmas on December 25 in the
3rd or 4th century, in part because of the early churchs identifi-
cation of God’s son with the celestial sun. The Romans already
had several other pagan festivals around the winter solstice,
including Natalis Solis Invicti (birth of the unconquered sun);
the birthday of Mithras, the Iranian Sun of Righteousness
whose worship was popular among Roman soldiers; and the
month-long Saturnalia, in honor of Saturn, the Roman god of
agriculture. Saturnalia, which began in the week leading up
to the winter solstice, was a hedonistic time when food and
drink were plentiful and the normal Roman social order was
turned upside down. Slaves took a turn as masters, peasants
commanded the city, and shops and schools were closed so
that everyone could join in the fun.

One of the earliest British Christmas traditions was the
Boar’s Head Feast. A boar’s head had been the culinary kickoff
for many an ancient Roman feast as well, but the more recent
British version had an interesting twist. Legend has it that in
Oxford circa 1340, a scholar was reading Aristotle while walk-
ing to Midnight Mass. Confronted by a wild boar, the learned
man literally rammed his philosophy down the animal’s throat.
Since the book was metal-bound, he managed to kill the beast.
That night, the boar’s head made its way in a procession sur-
rounded by carolers singing, “In honor to the king of bliss”

The phrase “eating humble pie” comes from a British peas-
ant tradition. While the lords and ladies feasted on prime cuts
of venison, the peasants would bake the “humbles,” including
hearts, livers and brains, into a pie that stretched the meat and
presumably made for a substantial meal. By the 17th century,
humble pie had become so closely associated with Christmas
that it was outlawed by Oliver Cromwell’s Puritan govern-
ment.

A Christmas goose, a yuletide tradition favored by the Danish. pHotos sy janeT HosTETTER

Mince pies made from shredded meatand dried fruit were of-
ten baked in oblong vessels representing the crib of Jesus Christ.
Bakers added three spices—cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg—
to commemorate the three gifts of the Magi. The pies were of-
ten small, and diners would eat one on each of the 12 days of
Christmas, the last one on the Feast of the Epiphany on Janu-
ary 6.

Christmas cookies as we know them date to Christmas cel-
ebrations in medieval Europe. Some authorities believe the
German lebkuchen, or gingerbread, was the first traditional
Christmas cookie. Papparkakor, a ginger and black pepper
cookie, was beloved in Sweden, and Norwegians made krum-
kake, a wafer baked in an iron and often flavored with lemon
and cardamom. It’s likely that animal crackers got their start as
edible tree ornaments.

In Finland, Christmas Eve is celebrated with rice porridge
and a sweet soup made from dried fruits. In many parts of the
American South, people eat black-eyed peas for good luck on
New Year’s. The Japanese prefer red snapper, believing the red
color to be auspicious. Many cultures have a tradition that in-
cludes baking a coin or trinkets into a dish. Retrieving the coin
is said to bring luck. The Buddhist New Year is celebrated with
a dish that contains charcoal. Getting the charcoal isn't lucky,
however. The person who gets it is said to have an evil heart.

The Danish prize their Christmas goose. The Italians often
go meatless on Christmas Eve. The Hungarians favor chicken
flavored with paprika. And in Mexico, traditional fare might
include tamales, churros and hot chocolate, or chocolate cali-
ente.

For those who can afford it, the holidays have always been

a time of jolly good excess. One menu I found for an English
nobleman’s dinner listed 39 courses, including a sirloin of beef,
capon, mutton, a swan roast, a collar of brawn (head cheese),
goose, venison, steak pie and oysters. American nobility also
dined lavishly. Christmas at Mount Vernon in the 1790s is
said to have included roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, roast
suckling pig, roast turkey, chicken pie, Virginia ham, herring,
oysters on the half shell, roast turkey with chestnut stuffing,
broiled rockfish and 14 desserts—four kinds of pies, plus
fruits, cakes, puddings and ice creams. Obviously, Martha had
alot of help in the kitchen.

One of the most entertaining bits of Christmas food lore is
the one surrounding the durability of fruitcake. My favorite
tale about the food that people love to hate was written by Rus-
sel Baker and published in the New York Times in 1983:

Thirty-four years ago, I inherited the family fruitcake.
Fruitcake is the only food durable enough to become a
family heirloom. It had been in my grandmothers pos-
session since 1880, and she passed it to a niece in 1933.
Surprisingly, the niece, who had always seemed to detest
me, left it to me in her will. ... I would have renounced

my inheritance except for the sentiment of the thing, for
the family fruitcake was the symbol of our family’s roots.
When my grandmother inherited it, it was already 86
years old, having been baked by her great-grandfather in
1794 as a Christmas gift for President George Washington.
Washington, with his high-flown view of ethical standards
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E’s Cheese ages beautifully in Village at Mendota Hts.

BY NATALIE ZETT

insight into farming because he was on the
Agriculture Committee”

E's Cheese owner Elizabeth Blosser at her Mendota Heights store, which features gour-
met cheese and gifts. She recently expanded into Woodbury. protos Y JANET HOSTETTER.

lizabeth Blosser credits her grandpar-
Eents for instilling in her the value of

hard work, respect for the land and an
appreciation for fresh cheese.

“I grew up just north of Green Bay; said
Blosser, owner of Es Cheese in Mendota
Heights and a resident of Highland Park.
“My grandfather was a dairy farmer who sold
all his milk to a cheese factory. I spent lots
of time with him in the dairy truck making
deliveries”

Her family eventually moved to Minnesota
and Blosser set her sights on a degree in com-
munications. Shortly after graduating, she
landed a job as a public relations consultant
in Washington, D.C. “Government relations
gave me a passion for small business,” she
said. “When I worked for (former U.S. con-
gressman) Gil Gutknecht, I got even greater

After a few years, Blosser returned to Min-
nesota to try something new. “T've always had
a passion for food,” she said. “My grandmoth-
er was an amazing cook and I've always en-
joyed having people over and making elabo-
rate meals”

Blosser noticed a paucity of specialty gour-
met shops here, at least the kind she had en-
joyed in D.C,, so she decided to start her own.
E’s Cheese opened in the Village at Mendota
Heights two years ago. A second shop opened
in Tamarack Hills Center in Woodbury last
month.

Blosser’s family provided the sweat equity
needed to launch the fledgling business. “My
brother was really helpful,” she said. “He’s a
general contractor and we worked together

E'S CHEESE >34
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Tired? Stressed?

On the Go All the Time?

Do you need to relax and unwind! Schedule a massage!

Langford Chiropractic Clinic now has 6 Massage

Therapists on staff to meet all your needs. Schedule with
Megan Moelter, Brandi Novak, Shari Draeger,
Joe Wiese, Marguerite Ahlstrom or Chuck Larson today:

Gift Certificates are also available for that special someone.

Chiropractic Treatment

Chiropractic adjustments help to align the spine,

Relieve tension, and improve your nervous system health.
Massage therapy; cold laser, and acupuncture also offered.

Certified Chiropractic
Sports Practitioner
Certified Strength and

Conditioning Specialist

L ad

Chiropractic Clinic
730 Cleveland Ave. S. ¢ 651-699-8610
www.langfordchiropractic.com

Open 6 Days A Week & Evenings

. Call For An Appointment *
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flowers & plants!
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Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. * St. Paul
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Tidbits

House
Dec. 8th

8am.-5p.m.
¢ Refreshments ¢ Prizes

Flocked

Centerpiece
Flocked Greens,

Candle, Red Satin Bows,
and Frosted

$799 ‘

Cones.

ot ¢ Renge

Florists
272 S. Snelling Ave. at St. Clair
651-699-1347

SAINT®/PAUL

FARMERS

MARKET

Visit Our Indoor/outdoor

Winter Market

Saturdays, 9am-Noon through April
Downtown Saint Paul: Outdoors at 4th St. & Wall

Indoors at Golden's Deli (across the street)

Christmas Trees:
Mon-Fri, 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun, 9am-6pm

Jams

Jellies

Honey

Apples

Goat Cheese
Chocolates
Hydroponic Tomatoes
Pasta

Olive Oil
Marinades
Jerky
Handmade Soap

And Much More

FITNESS TOGETHER
1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

Owur Clients Look Good
in Public Because
They Train in Private!

www.FITMSP.com

Focusing on omly you is what

we do best.

v Free Consultation
v/ Guaranteed Results

v Private Training
Studios

Gift Certificates Available

NE Mpls 2112A Ford Parkway Uptown
612-378-8898 651-699-9955 612-822-3448
STP@FitnessTogether.com

Bake cookies the way Annie Robertson did
for many years as the cook for the Alexander
Ramsey family of St. Paul. The 90-minute
class, “Annie’s Christmas Cookies,” will be of-
fered at four times on Wednesday, December
5, in the 1872 kitchen of the historic home at
265 S. Exchange St. A history of some of the
more popular Christmas cookies is included
along with a tour of the first floor of the Vic-
torian mansion. The cost is $12. For reserva-
tions, call 651-296-8760.

Taste of Many Cultures, an annual food and
beverage sampling offered by nine ethnic res-
taurants in the Twin Cities, will be held from
5:00 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, December 6, at
the Crowne Plaza-St. Paul Riverfront Hotel,
11 E. Kellogg Blvd. Cuisines will range from
Hispanic to Hmong to Ethiopian and will be
accented by live musical entertainment, origi-

nal artwork and dance performances. The
event is open to the public and sponsored by
Cub Foods and the Multicultural Develop-
ment Foundation. Admission is $20, or $15
for students.

The Madrigal Singers of the College of St.
Catherine will present enchanting evenings
of music, feasting and pageantry at 6:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, December 7-8, in the
Coeur de Catherine center on the St. Paul
campus. The fully costumed re-creation of an
Elizabethan Christmas feast will have guests
dining on roasted “boar;” toasting with wassail
and being teased by a mischievous jester, all
to the strains of Renaissance music for voices
and instruments. Patricia Cahalan Connors
directs. Tickets are priced at $40, or $35 for
groups of eight or more. Visit stkate.edu/mad-
rigals or call 651-690-8801 for reservations.
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for government workers, sent it back with
thanks, explaining that he thought it un-
seemly for presidents to accept gifts weigh-
ing more than 80 pounds, even though
they were only 8 inches in diameter.
There is no doubt...about the fruitcake’s
great age. Sawing into it six Christmas-
ses ago, I came across a fragment of a
1794 newspaper with an account of the
Iynching of a real-estate speculator in
New York City.... While an eon, as some
people have observed, may be two people
and a ham, a fruitcake is forever. It was
an antique dealer who revealed this truth
to me. “Over 200 years old?” the dealer
sneered. “Tve got one at home that’s over
300. If you come across a fruitcake that
Julius Caesar brought back from Gaul,
look me up; I'll give you $10 for it”

Baker’s sense of humor no doubt colors
the tale of his allegedly centuries-old fruit-
cake. But the holidays are a time for believ-

An edible tree ornament.

ing in things that survive the ages, so I prefer
to swallow his story whole. I just hope never
to swallow his fruitcake. Some things are best
left to legend.

33« E'S CHEESE

on the concept. Another brother and his
friends are always coming over to help, and
my parents are always here, too. My dad is re-
tired and mom is a children’s pastor at Buffalo
Covenant Church. When she’s not doing that,
she’s helping me out. Right now, she’s working
over at the new store in Woodbury.

E’s Cheese rotates through more than 300
varieties of imported and domestic cheeses.
“We get shipments in every week from 13 dif-
ferent countries,” Blosser said.

The store also sells chocolates, nuts, dried
fruits, spices, vinegars, oils and crackers. It
carries kitchenware, cookbooks and other
items for those who like to entertain, as well
as gift baskets for the holidays.

Blosser and her staff also teach classes
through St. Paul Community Education.
“This year’s classes were sold out;” she said.
“Education is part of my greater goal, which is
to have people leave happy. The more our cus-
tomers learn, the more confident they feel”

How cheese is handled is of upmost im-
portance. “Cheese requires care;” Blosser said.
“When people buy cheese, we cut it off the
block. It tastes better that way. And once its
cut, we wrap it in a special paper’”

The distinctive wrapping is not only pretty,
but functional. The outer layer works with
the inner layer to keep moisture out and to
prevent the cheese from smothering. “There’s
nothing worse than cheese wrapped in plastic
because it changes the taste;” Blosser said.

When a customer comes to Es Cheese,
sampling is a must. “We want our customers
to taste different cheeses so they decide what
they like,” Blosser said. “Then we can direct
them to other cheeses that they might enjoy”

An assortment of cheese at E's Cheese.

E’s Cheese attracts customers of every age
and background. “There’s a misconception
that a store like this just caters to those in the
upper-income brackets,” Blosser said. “Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. Our pric-
es are very competitive”

Both E’s Cheese shops are located next to
wine markets, so customers can bring over
the wines they have purchased and Blosser’s
staff will help them pick out the best cheeses
to pair with the wines.

As for her personal cheese recommenda-
tions, Blosser said she is currently infatuated
with a montenebro from Spain. “It's a goat’s
milk cheese;” she said. “It’s soft-ripened like a
brie and is salty, creamy and wonderful”

According to Blosser, gourmet cheese is
growing in popularity and is part of a bigger
trend. “People are getting back to enjoying
food, not just racing around eating whatever’s
available,” Blosser said. “More and more peo-
ple are having extended family, friends and
neighbors over for meals. And if they're going
to do that, it should be special. We want to be
part of that”
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Songs of
the season

Notesmyth spreads holiday joy
by carrying on caroling tradition

By CAROLYN WILL

hristmas carols sung by the
CNotesmyth Vocal Ensemble

may be the perfect tonic
for what can be a hectic holiday
season. The eight-member group of
musically gifted friends is gaining
renown for its beautiful a cappella
sound and authentic presentation
in Victorian costume.

“We're truly about bringing the
joy of the Christmas season to the
public;” said Lori Sommerfield,

a Summit Hill resident and alto
with Notesmyth. “We see so much
commercialism at this time of
year. Caroling is a nice way to
connect with the true meaning of
Christmas”

Notesmyth will return to the
James J. Hill House this month for
its fourth consecutive year to sing
both traditional and nontraditional
Christmas carols. This year,
harpist Catherine Victorsen and
guitarist Mike Salovich will provide
accompaniment on selected pieces.
Interspersed between the carols,
Tim Marrinan will read short
narratives on the history of caroling
and the lyricists.

“We perform in the restored art
gallery of the Hill House—a warm,
cozy atmosphere for the event,” said
first soprano Beverly Ferriere, who
also serves as the ensemble’s artistic
director.

Notesmyth is composed of four
men and four women who started
singing together 10 years ago
when Sommerfield began hosting
annual Christmas caroling parties.
The opportunity to perform in
public came through Ferriere, a

historic site guide at the Hill House.
When the Minnesota Historical
Society needed entertainment for
Christmas tours of the Victorian-
era mansion four years ago,
Ferriere gathered her friends to
perform and Notesmyth was born.

“Caroling is

a nice way to
connect with the
true meaning of

Christmas.”

In addition to the annual Hill
House caroling, Notesmyth has
performed at Landmark Center’s
Holiday Bazaar, the Grand
Meander on Grand Avenue, the
Guthrie Theaters A Christmas
Carol and other special events.

“We fill a unique niche with the
caroling tradition and our strong
commitment to do outreach
by way of education as well as
entertainment,” said Sommerfield,
who works by day as a compliance
manager for Wells Fargo.

The ensemble’s members, who
range in age from 21 to 63, have
invested in period costumes tailor-
made by Minneapolis designer
Laurie Williams. They spend
almost every available hour either
rehearsing or performing.

The vocalists strongly advocate
preserving the tradition of caroling,
which harkens back to the early
days of Christianity. The church
originally looked upon carols as a
pagan custom and banned them
from sacred services. Nonetheless,

The Notesmyth Vocal Ensemble will perform on December 14, 16 and 20 at the James J. Hill House, 240
Summit Ave. Pictured at the group’s recent performance at Landmark Center’s Holiday Bazaar, from left,
are (front row) Lori Sommerfield, Gina Lovestrand, Lisa Clemen and Beverly Ferriere; and (back row) Chris
Ferriere, Joe Eschenbacher, Mark Salovich and Dave Briggs. pHoto By ANNE BRANDRUD

in the countryside simple folk
songs and carols continued to gain
popularity. In 1223, St. Francis of
Assisi introduced carols during

the Christmas midnight Mass in a
church in Greccio, Italy. As a patron
of the arts, St. Francis inspired the
poets and composers of the day to
write Christmas music.

The caroling tradition continued
to gain popularity throughout the
Middle Ages. Notesmyth sings a
song, “Past Three Oclock,” whose
original tune dates to medieval
days. “Watchmen who guarded the
old walled cities would pass the
time by calling out the time and
singing carols,” Ferriere said. “The
refrain goes, ‘Past three oclock,
and a cold and frosty morning.
Past three oclock; Good morrow,
masters all!”

In 1742, German composer
George Handel wrote his most
famous piece, “Messiah,” while

Exhibit & Sale Dec, 6-24

Opening Gala Event
Thursday, Dec.6 at 6 p.m.
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living in Dublin and composing
music for the Duke of Devonshire.
“Messiah” debuted at Music Hall

in Dublin for the benefit of several
charities and was soon as popular
as Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas”
is today.

Queen Victoria of England gave
Christmas caroling perhaps its
biggest boost as a secular custom.
When she married her German
Catholic husband, Prince Albert, in
1834 and brought him to Windsor
Castle, she reintroduced caroling to
the British empire. That same year,
Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas
Carol.

Perhaps the most widely known
Christmas carol is “Silent Night?”
Austrian priest Joseph Mohr wrote
the lyrics the day before Christmas
after he was told the church organ
would not be repaired in time
for the holiday. Disheartened, he
wrote three stanzas that could

We successfully treat patients who have had:

o busted teeth that won't let you chew or
taste correctly and cause indigestion.
* endodontic problems

o problems getting numb

has been Dr. Tom Yukodinovich
PSSP FAMILY « COSMETIC* ORTHODONTIC
and I've GENERAL DENTISTRY
Sound a Est. 1983

No Insurance? Financing Available

651-690-5497

JSiiend I can
count on!”

be sung by the choir to guitar
music. At midnight Mass in St.
Nicholas Church in Oberndorf,
Austria, the congregation listened
to the pure voices of the choir

sing “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht,”
accompanied only by guitar. Today;,
“Silent Night” is sung in more than
180 languages.

A favorite with Notesmyth
audiences has been “In the Bleak
Midwinter;” written in England in
1872 by poet Christina Rossetti. It
is a contemplative piece about the
Christ Child. “People are literally
teary-eyed by the end of the piece,”
Sommerfield said.

Notesmyth will perform
Victorian Christmas carols at 7:30
p.m. on December 14, 16 and 20 at
the Hill House, 240 Summit Ave.
The cost is $16, which includes
tours of the mansion and light
refreshments. For reservations, call
651-297-2555.

542 South Snelling « Highland Park  St. Paul, MN

tv-smiles.com
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Books

Taner Ak¢am and Diane Wilson will read
from their Minnesota Book Award winners
at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 6, at the
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.
Akgam wrote A Shameful Act: The Armenian
Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility and Wilson a memoir, Spirit
Car. Admission is free. Call 651-222-3242.

Ibtisam Barakat will discuss Tasting the Sky,
a memoir about her childhood in Israeli-
occupied Palestine, at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
December 6, in Room 6 of Carnegie Hall

at Macalester College (call 651-696-6318),
and at 7:00 p.m. Friday, December 7, at
Open Book, 1011 Washington Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. Call 612-215-2575.

Common Good Books, 165 N. Western
Ave., will play host to free readings by the
following authors: Jane Rhodes from Framing
the Black Panthers, about the activist organi-
zations pioneering use of mass media, at

7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 13, at Ninas
Cafe upstairs from the bookstore; and Jeffrey
Hertzberg and Zoe Francois from Artisan
Bread in Five Minutes a Day, at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16. Call 651-225-8989.

Seven women poets and novelists will
read from their works at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
December 18, at the University Club, 420
Summit Ave. Ramsey Hill author Carol
Connolly emcees the free program, which
will feature Twin Cities writers Patricia
Barone, Jill Breckenridge, Candy Clayton,
Phebe Hanson, Freya Manfred, Madelon
Sprengnether and Cynthia French. An
optional dinner will be served beginning at
5:00 p.m. Call 651-222-1751.

Dance

Nutcracker! a multicultural adaptation

of the classic E.T.A. Hoffman tale, will be
performed December 7-9 by the Ethnic
Dance Theatre. The holiday fantasy is told
with traditional dances and exotic costumes
and Tchaikovsky’s score intermingled with
folk music. Students from Linwood A+
Elementary School will take part in the
shows at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and
2:00 p.m. Sunday in Pearson Theater at
Concordia University, Hamline and Marshall
avenues. Tickets are $25, $20 for seniors, $15

1305 West 7th Street » 651-228-1408

Briefly
J /

Grammy-nominated folk artist John McCutcheon will fly in from Charlottesville for two
shows on Saturday, December 8, for the benefit of J.J. Hill Elementary School. The string
musician extraordinaire will play an hour-long family concert at 4:00 p.m. and a two-
hour evening show at 7:30 in the O’Shaughnessy Educational Center at the University of
St. Thomas Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for children for the family concert (518 and
$12in advance) and $25 for the evening show ($22 in advance). Call 651-646-2168.

for students and $10 for children under age
12. Call 651-209-6689.

“Gods and Monsters,” the Macalester
College Theater and Dance Department’s
fall concert, will be presented December

7-9 on the main stage of the college’s Fine
Arts Center. Guest artist Joe Chvala will join
teachers Becky Heist and Sharon Varosh and
students Safiya Carter-Thompson and Emily
Gastineau in shows at 7:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and 7:00 p.m. Sunday. Admission is
$7.00, $5.00 for seniors, free to children age
13 and under. Call 651-696-6359.

International dancers Oksana Konobeyeva
and Sayat Asatryn will join Ballet Minnesota
in a full-length production of the Nutcracker
December 14-16. The curtain rises at 7:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday in O’Shaughnessy
Auditorium at the College of St. Catherine.
Tchaikovsky’s score will be performed live by
the Mississippi Valley Orchestra. Tickets are
$15-$40. Call 651-690-6700.

“All Wrapped Up: A KXMS Christmas,”

a holiday blend of ballroom, jazz, hip hop,
lyrical and precision dance, will be presented
December 14-16 by Minnesota Perform-

Dance Productions. The curtain rises at 7:30
p-m. on Friday and Saturday and 2:00 and
6:30 p.m. Sunday in E.M. Pearson Theatre at
Concordia University, Hamline and Marshall
avenues. Tickets are $24, $22 for seniors, $15
for students, free to children age 5 and under.
Call 651-209-6799.

The Metropolitan Ballet gives the classic
work by Hoffmann and Tchaikovsky a twist
in Nutcracker: The Rat King. The ballet will
receive its world premiere on December 15
and 16 at Northrop Auditorium. Momchil
Mladenov, Violeta Angelova and Justin
Sherwood star, with live music by the Ken-
wood Symphony Orchestra. The curtain rises
at 7:00 p.m. Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $20 to $75. Call 612-624-2345.

The Nutcracker According to Mother
Goose, a holiday story built around favorite
nursery rhyme characters and wrapped

in Tchaikovsky’s captivating score, will be
performed December 15 and 22 by Zenon
Dance Company. Suitable for all ages, the
shows begin at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on
both Saturdays at the Southern Theater, 1420
Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets
are $15, $10 for children age 12 and under.
Call 612-340-1725.

Film

The Ritchie Boys, a film about the young
men who fled Nazi Germany and returned
to Europe as U.S. soldiers, will be shown at
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 5, at the
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul
Ave. The Ritchie Boys took their name from
Camp Ritchie, Maryland, where they were
trained in intelligence and psychological
warfare. Local veteran Walter Schwarz will
discuss his role as a Ritchie Boy following the
film. Tickets are $5.00 and must be reserved
by calling 651-698-0751.

Plagues and Pleasures on the Salton Sea, a
new feature-length documentary about the
inland ocean of the American Southwest
from its heyday as the California Riviera

to its present state as a forgotten ecological
disaster, will be shown at 7:00 p.m. Thursday,
December 6, at the Minnesota Museum

of American Art, 50 W. Kellogg Blvd. A
discussion with the director will follow.

Star Tribune movie critic Colin Covert
will show clips of films about Minnesota
and discuss the Hollywood image of the
land of Purple Rain and Grumpy Old Men
at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 11, at the
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg
Blvd. The cost is $8.00. Call 651-259-3015.

Music

The JCC Symphony Orchestra opens a
new season on Wednesday, December 5,

at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St.
Paul Ave. The 7:30 p.m. concert will include
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 6 in D Major and
Holcombe’s arrangement of “Festive Sounds
of Chanukah” Admission is free, but tickets
are required. Call 651-698-0751.

Normandale Concert Band will perform
traditional holiday music, light classical
selections and a new work by Minnesota
composer John Zdechlik in its annual
holiday concert on Thursday, December 6.
The free program will begin at 7:30 p.m. at
Macalester-Plymouth United Church, 1658
Lincoln Ave, Refreshments will be served
after the program. Call 952-487-8327.

A flamenco guitar extravaganza featuring
artists Scott Mateo Davies, Dave Elrod,
Michael and Tony Hauser, Trevor May

Saturday Night Live Entertainment

Sat. Dec. 8th ~ High Brow & the Shades

10:00 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 15th ~ Justin Bell & Lazy Susan
10:00 p.m.

y $100.00 certificate, get $25.00 certificate FREE
plus other gift packages available

Yo Crige

DIXIE'S

www.dixiesongrand.com
695 Grand Avenue « St. Paul
651-222-7345

Sunday - Thursday Daily Special through December

(¢ 100z Grilled Ribeye 51495
9 and Shrimp Scampi
Served with Mashed Potato,Vegetable, Salad and Roll

Tavem on Grand

“Famous for Walleye”
and other Good Food

656 Grand Avenue 651-228-9030
www.tavernongrand.com

Shiz

A Mediterranean Grill & Cafe

Open 7 Days a Week 8am—10pm
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Hummus, Falafel, Tabbouli, Kibbeh,
Kebabs, Entrees, Coffee, Tea, Turkish
Coffee, Baklawa, Desserts & More!

Free Piece of Baklawa

'AMadimmanean Gvil&CMei

With Entree or Sandwich
Must present coupon. Exp. 12/31/07

Eat In or Take Out o Catering Available

Locally Owned & Operated

1668 Grand Avenue, St. Paul - 651-690-2212
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and Michael Ziegahn will be presented

on Friday, December 7, by the Minnesota
Guitar Society. The music begins at 8:00 p.m.
in Hamline University’s Sundin Hall, 1531
Hewitt Ave. Tickets are $22, $17 for students
and seniors. Call 612-677-1151.

Irish singer Katie McMahon will cele-

brate “A Celtic Christmas” with an evening
of music, dance and storytelling at 7:30
Saturday, December 8, in O’Shaughnessy
Auditorium at the College of St. Catherine.
Tickets are $24, $19 for seniors, $15 for
students and $9.00 for children under age 12.
Call 651-690-6700.

Ravel’s Mother Goose Ballet Suite will

be featured on Saturday, December 8, in a
concert by the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra.
Fortepianist Kristian Bezuidenhout will join
the ensemble in a program that also includes
The Sacred and Secular Suite by Josquin and
Dufay and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 20
in D Minor. The music begins at 8:00 p.m.

at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900
Summit Ave. Tickets are $10 and $25. Call
651-291-1144.

The New Standards, the minimalist jazz

trio composed of bassist John Munson of
Semisonic and Trip Shakespeare, pianist
Chan Poling of the Suburbs and vibraphonist
Steve Roehm of Electropolis, will present
their holiday show on Saturday, December

8. Guest artists include Haley Bonar, Dan
Wilson, Matt Wilson, Adam Levy, Jelloslave,
Maddie Poling and Laurie Lindeen will join
in the seasonal fun. The music will begin at
8:00 p.m. at the Fitzgerald Theater, 30 E. 10th
St. Tickets are $20. Call 651-290-1221.

“A Char Ladies’ Christmas” will light up
the stage at 7:30 p.m. Monday and Tuesday,
December 10 and 11, at the Lowry Theater,
16 W. 5th St. From the warmth of the
kitchen to the gaiety of the ball, the holiday
season will be celebrated with a tapestry of
traditional Irish music and dance. Among
the performers will be Laura MacKenzie,
Daithi Sproule, Tom Schaefer, Michael
Bissonnette, Dec Barry and the dance
troupe Biddies Galore. Tickets are $15, $12
for children age 12 and under. Visit www.
lauramackenzie.com or call 651-222-5151.

Handel’s Messiah will be performed by the
Minnesota Orchestra and the Minnesota
Chorale December 12-16. Soloists Janice
Chandler-Eteme, Jennifer Dudley, Thomas
Cooley and Nathan Berg be featured in
shows at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Basilica
of St. Mary in Minneapolis, 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Cathedral of St. Paul, and 2:00
p-m. Sunday in Minneapolis’ Orchestra Hall.
Tickets are $20-$49. Call 612-371-5656.

Cellist Lauren Radnofsky will join the St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra on December

13 and 15 in a concert of contemporary
music featuring electronically enhanced
instruments, video and ambient electronic
sounds. The program includes David Lang’s
“Increase;” John Zorn's “Orphée,” Kaija

Saariahos “Amers,” Boulez’s “Derive 1” and
Lubmans “Fuzzy Logic” The music will
begin at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday and Saturday
in the Music Room of the SPCO Center, 408
St. Peter St. Tickets are $10. Call 651-291-
1144.

All six of Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos
will be performed by the St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra December 14-16. The music
begins at 8:00 p.m. Friday and 2:00 p.m.
Sunday in the Music Room of the SPCO
Center, 408 St. Peter St., and at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday at St. Paul's United Church of
Christ, 900 Summit Ave. Tickets are $14, or
$11-$38 on December 15. Call 651-291-1144.

“Celebrating the Mystery,” choral music of
Advent and Christmas, will be performed
on Sunday, December 16, by the 40-voice
Kantorei. The music begins at 3:00 p.m. in
the chapel of the St. Paul Seminary, 2260
Summit Ave. Admission is $12, $7.00 for
students and seniors.

“Tuba Christmas,” the 18th annual
holiday concert and sing-along featuring
all the tuba and euphonium players who
wish to take part, will be held at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 16, in the sanctuary of
Central Presbyterian Church, 500 Cedar
St. Registration begins at 2:00 p.m. and a
rehearsal at 2:30.

Theater

Of Mice and Men, a stage adaptation of John
SteinbecK’s Depression-era novel about the
friendship between two migrant workers
and the events that conspire against them, is
playing Thursday through Sunday through
December 16 at Park Square Theatre, 20 W.
7th Place. Call 651-291-7005.

Hormel Girls, a musical about the Austin
meatpacker’s all-woman drum and bugle
corps that crisscrossed the country from
1947 to 1953 selling Spam by day and
entertaining audiences by night, is playing
through December 23 at the History Theatre,
30 E. 10th St. Directed by Sari Ketter, it stars
Jen Burleigh-Bentz, Richard C. Grube, Tracie
Hodgdon, Stacy Lindell, Tinia Moulder,
Sondra Norland, Mark Rosenwinkel and
Angela Timberman. Show times are 8:00
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2:00 p.m.
Sundays and 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays. Call 651-292-4323.

Black Nativity, a 20-year holiday tradition
in music and song, has returned to the
Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent St. The
gospel journey is directed by Austene Van
with musical direction by Sanford Moore
and choreography by Uri Sands. Morning,
afternoon and evening shows are scheduled
Wednesdays through Sundays through the
end of the year. For tickets, priced from $15
to $35, call 651-224-3180.

The Magic Dreidels, an adaptation of Eric
A. Kimmel’s beloved Hanukah tale, will be

candlelight tour, sing carols, make ornaments, sample holiday treats or
join a Kwanzaa celebration. Now through December 31, 2007.

651-259-3000 www.mnhs.org/holidays

Minnesota Historical Society
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MINNESOTA
PUBLIC RADIO®

The New
Standards
Holiday Show

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8

... | Fitzgerald Theater

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

Local music heroes John Munson,

Chan Poling and Steve Roehm will reinterpret

many classics, seasonal and otherwise, and share the stage with

Haley Bonar, Adam Levy, Dan Wilson and special surprise guests.

Presented by 89.3 The Current®

The Steeles

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 14 AND 15

The talented siblings

of this legendary local

gospel family perform their

highly anticipated Christmas special.

Call the box office at 651-290-1221 or

WWW.FITZGERALDTHEATER.ORG for details.

MINNESOTA
PUBLIC RADIO

performed December 6-21 by the Minnesota
Jewish Theatre Company. Show times are
7:00 p.m. Saturdays and 2:00 p.m. Sundays
and select Tuesday through Friday mornings
in the theater at the Hillcrest Recreation
Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. Come before the
show for a reading of the book, and after the
show meet playwright Jenna Zark. Tickets
are $16, $14 for children. Call 651-647-4315.

Shakespeare’s King John will be read by
all comers on Friday, December 7, in a
free program sponsored by the Lex-Ham
Community Theater. The reading will
begin at 7:00 p.m. at 1184 Portland Ave.
Participants are invited to bring a dish

for a potluck supper starting at 6:30. No
registration is required. Call 651-644-3366.

The ghost of “Star Trek” episodes past
appears on Saturday, December 8, when
Commedia Beauregard performs Dickens’
beloved A Christmas Carol in the Klingon
language of tlhIngan Hol. The troupe

has taken some liberties with the story,

but promises an English translation in
supertitles. The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. at
the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul Student
Center Theater, 2017 Buford Ave. A benefit
silent auction will precede the show at 6:30.
Tickets are $20. Call 651-209-6689.

Cretin-Derham Hall students will tumble
into the topsy-turvy world of Alice’
Adventures in Wonderland December 12-16.
The Lewis Carroll classic will be performed
at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday
and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday

in Lillian Theater at the high school, 550

S. Albert St. Tickets are $7.00, $5.00 for
students. Call 651-690-2443.

Sound of Music, the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical about a would-be
nun and governess who charms an Austrian
widower and his talented children, will open
on Friday, December 14, at the Ordway.
Wendy Knox directs a cast that includes
Broadway actress Jessica Bogart as Maria
and stage and screen star Mathew Ashford
as Captain von Trapp. Show times are 8:00
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 2:00 and 8:00
p.m. Saturday and 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday
through December 30. Tickets are $43-$70.
Call 651-224-4222.

It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play,

Joe Landry’s take on the classic Frank Capra
film, will be served up December 18-23
along with afternoon tea or evening dinner at
the St. Paul Hotel, 350 Market St. Produced
by Jim Cunningham of Actors Theater

of Minnesota, the dramatic reading stars
Cunningham, Phil Callen, Adena Brumer,
Jennifer Edwards and Ross Young. Show
times are 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday;
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday; and with tea at 11:00 a.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $50 for the show and three-course
tea and $65 for the show and dinner. For
reservations, call 651-228-3860.

Exhibits

You’ve got to stop and see the poinsettias,
more than 1,000 varieties in hues of red to
pink, in the Como Conservatory’s Holiday
Flower Show, which continues from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily through January 21.
Admission is by donation.

History buffs can be home for the holidays
at the Gilded Age mansion of Alexander
Ramsey, 265 S. Exchange St. Hour-long
tours of the 19th-century home decked out
for the holidays are being offered on the
half hour between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and noon
and 3:00 p.m. Sundays through December.
Hot cider and cookies are served. The cost
is $8.00, $7.00 for seniors and $6.00 for
children ages 6-17. Call 651-296-8760.

The College of Visual Arts, 173 N. Western
Ave., will hold a holiday sale and auction of

art by students, faculty, staff and alumni from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, December
8. The silent auction will end at 3:00 p.m.,
and winning bidders will be announced at
4:00. A preview party will be held from 5:00
to 8:00 p.m. Friday, December 7. Admission
to the preview is $25, with proceeds going

to the CVA scholarship fund. Call 651-290-
9379 or 651-224-3416.

Julian H. Sleeper House, a museum of
Gilded Age decorative arts at 66 S. St. Albans
St., is offering holiday tours by appointment
from December 7 to January 6. Among the
adornments are a 10-foot Christmas tree
with more than 500 ornaments from the
1880s and a second tree decked out with
paper currency from 200 nations. Admission
is $7.00. Call 651-225-1505.

Family

Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave.,
will offer the following free programs:

an appearance by Santa Claus at 7:00

p.m. Thursday, December 6, to kick oft a
Red Balloon program that matches new
books that customers donate to homeless
shelters with a book of equal or greater
value; a Kerlan Calendar Party and origami
workshop with author-illustrator Lauren
Stringer at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, December
8; author Ibtisam Barakat and her memoir
Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood

at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, December 9; Marie
Olofsdotter and her book Sofia and the
Heartmender at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
December 15. Call 651-224-8320.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Barbara
Robinsons beloved story about the year a
family of children from the wrong side of
the tracks stole the annual holiday show, is
being performed Tuesdays through Sundays
through December 22 on SteppingStone
Theatre’s new stage at 55 N. Victoria St.
Tickets are $11, $9.00 for children and
seniors. Call 651-225-9265.

Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th and
University avenues in Southeast Minneapolis,
will present a preschool program on migrat-
ing birds from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Thursday,
December 6, and a drop-in program on
Minnesota weather between 1:00 and 3:00
p-m. on Saturday, December 8. The programs
are free with museum admission, which

is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for seniors,
students and children ages 3-16. To register
for Thursday’s program, call 612-624-9050.

“The Stuffed Animal Show;’ interactive
theater co-hosted by Leslye Orr and Chip-
munk Zip, will be featured on December 8
and 9 at Dreamland Arts, 677 N. Hamline
Ave. Show times are 11:00 a.m. and 2:00
p-m. on Saturday and 2:00 p.m. on Sunday.
A miniature tea party for all stuffed animals
follows every 45-minute performance.
Tickets are $7.00, $5.00 for children, free for
stuffed animals. Call 651-645-5506.

A model circus train will chug from noon to
5:00 p.m. Sunday, December 9, at the Twin
City Model Railroad Museum in Bandana
Square, Energy Park Drive and Lexington
Parkway. The train has 12 extra-long flat
cars, each loaded with four handmade circus
wagons, some with animals and others with
storybook sides. A circus parade with music,
clowns, horsedrawn wagons and elephants
will also be represented in miniature. Admis-
sion is $4.00, free to those under age 5. Call
651-647-9628.

The Disney classic Beauty and the Beast
will be performed December 13-16 by 30
members of the JCC Senior High Theatre.
The curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and
Saturday and 1:00 p.m. Sunday at the Jewish
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The
show is directed and choreographed by
Adam Arnold, with music direction by Karen
Hillmann. Admission is $7.00, $5.00 for
seniors and children. Call 651-698-0751.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Highway 61 revisited

niversity of St. Thomas men’s basketball coach Steve
Fritz has made the round trip down Highway 61

to Winona and back roughly 50 times as a player,
assistant coach and head coach. However, no trip home ever
seemed as short or as much fun as the one on November
24 after the Tommies pulled oft one of the biggest upsets in
school history by beating Winona State, the top-ranked team
in Division II, 83-82 in overtime.

“It was great fun,” Fritz said. “You always believe you can
do great things, but I'll admit that the last few minutes of
that game seem like a blur to me right now. A lot of stuff
happened”

What happened is this. St. Thomas was down by seven
points with 1:36 to go in the game. The Tommies managed
to cut the Warriors’ lead to 75-73 before UST’s Teddy Archer
was fouled in a scramble for a loose ball. With a half-second
left on the clock, he hit both free throws to force the game
into overtime.

There were six lead changes in the extra stanza before
freshman Tyler Nicolai hit a jumper with nine seconds left.
The Warriors, who beat the Gophers last year and had won
63 of their last 64 games, missed the final shot and the upset
was complete.

“It’s great and we enjoyed it,” Fritz said, “but it means
nothing once we start conference play.”

Oddly enough, the MIAC Conference opener on
November 28 sent St. Thomas right back to Winona for a
game against St. Mary’s, which the Tommies won 72-65.
Three days later, UST went back down Highway 61 and
defeated the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse 73-59. As
much as Fritz enjoyed the win over the Warriors, the latter
two games would mean more come tournament time.

Tommies seek grid coach

As if his life wasn't busy enough these days, Fritz is also
currently coordinating the search for a new St. Thomas
football coach to replace Don Roney, who resigned recently
after 10 years on the job. Though the position hasn’t been
officially posted yet, Fritz is already fielding inquiries.

“It's a good job and we expect to get a lot of applicants for
it,” he said. With no heir apparent on campus, the field is wide
open and speculation is rampant.

Roney had an overall mark of 54-44 (52-32 in MIAC
play) in 10 seasons at St. Thomas. Just about everybody who
has ever met him agrees Roney is one of the most decent
individuals they have ever encountered. He consistently had
players on the academic all-American team, and this year’s
squad’s combined GPA was 3.07.

But the Tommies never made the NCAA Division III
playoffs during Roney’s time with the Tommies. Worse,
in many peoples eyes, is that St. Thomas failed to defeat
archrival St. John’s even once in the past decade.

Whoever gets the job inherits a team with 100 players

WRIGHT CALL »42

HOLIDAY SALE

Save up to 75%!

Hockey WE BUY
AND SELL

Snow Boards
X Country USED &
NEW

PLAY IT AGAIN

SPOQRTS

Golf 145 Snelling and Selby (651) 698-3773

Baseball
Football

Soccer

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES

Girls” hoops preview

Some teams will play beat the clock this winter

BY BRIAN JOHNSON

Selected high school boys’ and girls’

basketball games will feature some-

thing new this winter: a shot clock.
The Minnesota State High School League
(MSHSL) will give the 35-second shot
clock a trial run in a few nonconference
games, including a January 5 contest at
Target Center between two of the top
girls’ basketball teams in the country, St.
Paul Central and the Poly Jackrabbits of
Long Beach, California.

About 70 percent of the schools in the
state have clocks that would accommo-
date the 35-second control, which costs
about $3,000, according to the MSHSL.
After the season, the league will survey
players, coaches and officials to get their
thoughts on the shot clock.

Central coach Willie Taylor has mixed
feelings. “In the last couple of years, I
would’ve loved to have a shot clock;,” he
said. “A shot clock puts you in a situa-
tion where you have to coach more.
The games are going to be more fun.
You can't sit and just hold the ball. But
it doesn't make sense to me if you're not
going to use it in the post-season.”

Minnehaha Academy coach Josh Thu-
row said the shot clock wouldn't bother
his team, which isn’t hesitant to put up
shots quickly. He thinks its good for
the game, but he isn’t sure how feasible
it would be. “It’s going to be impossible
to get every school a shot clock and add
another person to run it,” he said. “Id be
surprised to see it come about on a per-
manent basis”

St. Paul Academy coach Mark Heiser
likes the shot clock. “It gets the game
more on a college level,” he said. How-
ever, he warned that it’s going to cause “a
world of problems” as schools try to fig-
ure out how to pay for the upgrade and
find people to run it.

Shot clocks are probably three to five
years away from being a regular part of
Minnesota high school basketball, pre-
dicted Visitation coach Brian Kramer,
who would love to speed up that time
frame. Kramer believes the shot clock
would encourage more pressing, less
stalling and more coaching strategy. “I'm
100 percent in favor of it,” he said.

Henry Sibley coach Harry Jenness
thinks the shot clock is a bad idea. “It
gives an advantage to a team that's much
more talented and it takes away the op-
portunity for a team to be able to hold

Highland Park junior center Adele Simerson-Wallfred looks for an open shot
during the Scots’ 68-62 win over Sibley on November 30. pHotos BY BRAD STAUFFER

on for a longer possession,” he said. “It’s
really going to hurt a team that doesn't
have a fair amount of scorers. The whole
stall game is taken away. It’s better at the
college level”

Cretin-Derham Hall coach Amy Bel-
lus said she doesn't feel strongly about
the shot clock one way or another. “T've
had teams where it would've been great,”
she said, “but we don't have a team this
year where it would be beneficial. In
general, I'm not sure its good for team-
type basketball, especially at our level.
We teach kids to make good decisions
and work our offense through until we
get a shot we like”

The clock has already started for this
year's girls’ basketball season. Here's how
the local teams size up:

CENTRAL
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 32-0 (12-0 in confer-
ence)
Coach: Willie Taylor

Book now for winter
& spring swimming lessons
at Minnesotas original
school of aquatic education.
FAMILY SWIM SCHOOL
O

* Excellence in Swimming Instruction «

Visit familyswim.com

This is the Place to Swim!!

1571 Centu?r) Paint » Eagan, MN

10491 165th Street W  Lakeville, MN
(952) 435-1898

686-6225

4159 28TH AVE. S. MPLS., MN
5 mins from Highland across Ford Bridge - Hiawatha to 42 St, then left.

Key players and their strengths:

» Megan Howard, senior center. Av-
eraged 10.2 points and 6.1 rebounds a
game in 2006.

« Cyonna West, junior guard. Quick
and one of the best defenders around.

« Georgie Jones, senior center. A su-
perb post player and shot blocker who
averaged 13 points and 7.7 rebounds last
year.

o Kiara Buford, senior forward. An
unselfish player, team leader and proven
scorer (12.3-point average).

o Theairra Taylor, junior guard. An
excellent jumper and shooter, averaging
11 points and four rebounds a game.

o Kyana Johnson, junior guard. An
improved player and key contributor.

o Britaney Dorsey, senior forward. A
terrific all-around athlete who attended
school in Michigan last year.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Central
lost seven seniors from last year’s state

GIRLS' BASKETBALL »41

High School

LETTER JACKETS

Numbers & Emblems to Customize

HoCKe YRS kateShE{:dinituy
EiqurelSkatesh L vy

Expert Skate Sharpening

Broomball Gear
BILL ST. MANE SPORTING GOODS INC.

612.722-1447
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10 Minutes from MOA

200+ Openings
1st & 2nd Shifts

+ Excellent communication skills

¢ internet

* pe skills
...are needed for these temp
to hire openings. Interviews
are this week! Competitive
compensation, 401 K,
extensive benefits and three
weeks paid training make
these positions right for you.
If you are looking for a great
opportunity supporting a
Fortune 500 company, can
pass a background check
and can commit to a long
term position, call or email
your resume today.

rightjobs@mastersonpersonnel.com
Mpls 612-338-3200
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WINNER

651-646-3996 ® www.transformedtree.com
f N

Pm the last*...Come in
quick so you're not the last to
get your snowblower fixed!

licensed/bonded/insured
Certified Remodelers on Staff
30+ Years of Dedicated Service

G reg ies North  763:561-5000
- - - St.Paul  651-225-9100
Small Engine Repair & Welding South  952-835-4090

472 South Griggs
*Last Repair Shop in Highland

‘iY  651-690-0615

L Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:00-5:30, Fri. 8:00-5:00, Sat, 9:00-1:00

4725, GRIGES

[

You've Got
Better Things
To Do Than
Worry

About Your
Chimney...

You've already got a full schedule of things to think about,
so when it comes to chimney repair or maintenance, call Garlock-French.

We guarantee our workmanship, so you can feel secure knowing your
Garlock-French chimney will give you years of trouble-free service.
Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details,
so you won't have to.

Quality and craftsmanship have been the hallmarks
of Garlock-French for 75 years.
We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

/\\//\\//'\

GARLOCK-FRENCH
ROOFING

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 » www.garlock-french.com ¢ MN License #0001423

75 Years — Thanks To Our Customers!

CDH running back Shady Salamon carries the ball during the Raiders’50-21 loss to Eden
Prairie in the Class AAAAA state football title game on November 23. protos By BRAD STAUFFER

Raider firepower falls short vs. Eagles
in much anticipated state showdown

By BiLL WAGNER

retin-Derham Hall’s
high-powered  air
and ground attack

was not enough to stop Eden
Prairie’s ball-controlling
offense and stout defense as
the Eagles ground out a 50-
21 win on November 23 for
their second straight Class
AAAAA state football title.
Many people thought the
big game between the un-
beaten powerhouses would

go down to the wire, but the
Raiders couldn’t get much go-
ing after the first 12 seconds
of play, when junior Marcus
Binns ran the opening kickoff back for a 98-
yard touchdown and a new state Prep Bowl
record. Eden Prairie set two state tourney re-
cords of its own by chewing up 520 yards of
offense and amassing 30 first downs.

The Raiders were able to move the ball
when they had it. The trouble is they only had
it for 15% minutes of the game. Eden Prairie
had it for the other 32% minutes and was nev-
er forced to punt.

“They were remarkable,” said CDH coach
Mike Scanlan about the Eagles. “Every time
we didn’t make them punt, it made it that
much tougher for us. I knew they were good,
but they played very well”

Binns' opening touchdown affirmed Eden
Prairie coach Mike Grant’s fears about the
Raiders’ ability to score fast and often. “I didn’t
know how wed respond,” he said, “but our
kids responded very well”

The Eagles tied the game by putting togeth-
er a 79-yard, nine-play drive that ended with
Ryan Grant’s 32-yard touchdown pass to Zac
Kallas.

The Raiders came right back to lead 14-7
when senior quarterback John Nance ran it
in from 8 yards out. That play finished off a
five-play march that started from the CDH
39. The big play was a 47-yard bomb from
Nance to his favorite receiver, senior Michael
Floyd, who leapt high for the ball while being
closely defended. At that point it looked as if
the Raiders, who were averaging 47 points a
game, would have their way with yet another
opponent. But it was not to be.

“Cretin is a great football team,” Grant said.
“(Defending against its offense) is kind of like
picking your poison. But our kids hung in
there and made some plays on defense. We
were able to slow them down”

Eden Prairie went ahead 15-14 with a 10-
yard touchdown pass from Grant to Carter
Bykowski, and a two-point conversion from
Grant to Adam Lueck. CDH never regained
the lead after that.

CDH star wide receiver Michael Floyd gathers himself on a
not-so-successful night against the Eagles.

The only other Raider touchdown on the
evening was scored by senior Shady Salamon,
who ran it in from 4 yards out with 2:58 to
play in the first half. That made the score a
manageable 29-21, but the Eagles marched
right back and scored on a 2-yard run by
Grant with 13 seconds left before the break.

The Eagles continued to control the clock
with their running game in the second half.
The Raiders had the ball only twice in the
last two quarters, losing it on interceptions
both times. Two more second-half Eagle
touchdowns turned the game into a rout. The
Raiders had a 21-yard touchdown pass from
Nance to Floyd nullified in the third quarter
by a motion penalty.

The CDH defense never could get a key stop
against Eden Prairie’s two big running backs,
Scott Lindner and Matt Swanson, who would
get hit after three or four yards, but kept their
legs pumping until they gained another five
Or SiX.

“We knew that ball control was pretty much
their strategy the whole year; said Raider de-
fensive back Dan Tipping, who led the team
with 16 solo tackles. “We were trying not to let
them do that, but it didn’t work out that way.
Their offensive line executed well”

CDH had only 240 total yards in the game,
including 118 rushing and 122 passing, and
13 first downs. Nance was the leading ground
gainer for the Raiders with 73 yards on 10
carries, including several thrilling scrambles
where he made multiple tacklers miss. He was
11 for 20 in passing with the two intercep-
tions.

Aside from the one big play in the first half,
the Raiders never managed to consistently get
the ball to Floyd. The Notre Dame-bound re-
ceiver caught only three balls for 85 yards.

After winning 13 games in a row this year,
including several routs against some pretty
good football teams, all the Raiders could do
was keep the defeat in perspective.

“I'm proud of the season we had,” Tipping
said, “even if it didn’t end the way we wanted.”
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championship team, but the roster still oozes
talent. Coach Taylor said this year’s team will
be even quicker than last year’s. “All those top
kids are a little better than they were last year,”
he said. Youd have to look long and hard to
find a weakness on this team, but Taylor said
getting off to a slow start is a bit of a concern.
Some early-season games were also close last
year.

Outlook: St. Paul Johnson, which brought in
some transfer players, “is going to give us a
run this year;” Taylor said. Still, Central is the
clear favorite. Going into the season Central
was ranked as the fifth best girls’ team in the
country.

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 20-9 (11-5)
Coach: Amy Bellus

Key players and their strengths:

* Molly Geske, senior guard. Averaged 12.6
points and 3.8 rebounds last year. Has a quick
release on her three-point shot and is an ex-
cellent defender.

« Carolyn Dienhart, senior guard. A terrific
defender with quick feet and a good three-
point shot.

o Kendra Harris, junior center. A strong
6-footer who has learned to use her body well.
An inside force for the Raiders.

« Sarah Hendricks, junior forward. Another
6-foot-plus post player who jumps well and
rebounds aggressively.

« Molly King, senior center. One of the most
improved players on the team. A 6-footer who
has a knack for getting the ball around the
basket.

Team strengths/weaknesses: CDH has size
and strength in the post. Five players are over
6 feet. The team has some talented, experi-
enced holdovers from last year’s 20-win sea-
son. The Raiders will struggle to fill a hole at
point guard. Some capable guards are waiting
in the wings, but they lack varsity experience.

Outlook: The Raiders have a nice squad, led
by the big girls under the basket. The team
hopes to be right in the mix in a tough Sub-
urban East Conference, battling the likes of
Woodbury, Park and Roseville. However,
CDH has a tough road to state in a section
that includes Central. “We have a good team
to build with,” coach Bellus said. “I see a ton of
potential in this group. We're only starting to
scratch the surface so far”

Sibley junior forward Eleanor Garcia looks for someone to pass to while being defended

by Highland Park senior guard Nicole Givens.

HENRY SIBLEY
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 4-21 (2-12)
Coach: Harry Jenness

Key players and their strengths:

o Natalie Hanson, senior guard. Averaged
9.8 points last year. An all-around athlete who
can shoot the ball.

« Eleanor Garcia, junior forward. Another
all-around player who averaged 10.7 points
last year.

o Katie Ahlstrom, junior guard. An out-
standing shooter who averaged 10.5 points a
game last season.

o Briana Allen, junior center. Sibley’s top re-
bounder last year.

o Becca Hern, junior guard. A fine athlete
who transferred from Missouri and looks to
be a good scorer.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley has a
wealth of scorers and good team depth. Some
junior varsity players from last year are ready
to contribute. However, the Warriors need
to get better on the boards and cut down on
turnovers.

AUTO
BODY

* Gomplete Auto Body Repair
* Rental Cars Available
* Window Tint

* Family Owned Since 1982

Minnesota Law states:

You have the right to select your own repair shop -
don't let the insurance company tell you where to repair
your car. You don't have to get multiple estimates,

you don't have to take your car to an insurance

claims office. Choose the shop of your choice.

9%

We're your neighhorhood hody shop repair specialist

* Ml Insurance Claims Welcome
* Detailing Services
« Free Pickup and Delivery

“No job is ever
too small - from
a broken mirror to
full auto body repair”

Roering Auto Body & Glass

(651) 221-0919
Summit 90 N. Dale St. (pale & Ashiand)
Grand

St. Paul, MN 55102

252 SO.SNELLING

Outlook: Richfield, Hill Murray and Simley
are the teams to beat in the Classic Suburban.
“We could be a surprise team,” coach Jenness
said. “T think we can be in the top four. Our
goal is to be competitive in every game”

HIGHLAND PARK
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 9-16 (8-4)
Coach: Deborah Williams

Key players and their strengths:

« Nicole Givens, senior guard. Led the Scots
with nearly 12 points a game in 2006.

« Alonia Chess, junior forward. Was High-
land’s top defender last season and averaged
8.8 points and 6.7 rebounds per game.

o Adele Simerson-Wallfred, junior center.
A proven scorer (11.3 points per game) and
rebounder (8.8).

Team strengths/weaknesses: Besides return-
ing some good offensive players, Highland
has quickness and experience. However, the
Scots lack size after graduating three post
players last year.

LAUNDRY
SPECIAL

$1.89 PER SHIRT

2 SHIRT MIN.

NEW SEAMSTRESS
ALTERATIONS AVAILABLE 9AM-1PM
TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY

SWEENEY

CLEANERS OF DISTINCTION

651-698-0783

Outlook: Central is the clear favorite in the
conference and Johnson is probably next, but
Highland looks to finish near the top. Good
senior leadership and scoring will help the
Scots get there.

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY
League: Tri Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 24-5 (15-2)
Coach: Josh Thurow

Key players and their strengths:

« Rachel Hansen, sophomore guard. An all-
conference player who averaged 8.8 points a
game last season.

o Sarah Peterson, junior forward. Another
all-conference pick who was a third-team all-
metro defender last year.

« Ani Johnson, senior guard. A team cap-
tain who holds Minnehaha’s career record for
three-point shots.

o Brittany Norby, senior guard. Another
good all-around player and a team leader.

» Megan Erlandson, senior guard. A trans-
fer from Concordia Academy who is an out-
standing point guard.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minnehaha
is quick and presses well. The team has out-
standing guard play and is adept at executing
the 1-3-1 defense. The Redhawks graduated
four significant players, including two starters
from last year. The early-season schedule is
tough and there is likely to be a learning curve
for some of the younger players.

Outlook: DeLaSalle will be tough, but Min-
nehaha appears headed for another stellar
campaign. The Redhawks have always been
quick with good shooters, but this year they
will have some height as well. “We should be

really good, assuming we stay healthy;,” coach
Thurow said.

ROOSEVELT
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 16-11 (7-5)
Coach: Tim Williams

Key players and their strengths:

« Kiara Strickland, senior forward. A cov-
eted Division I college prospect who averaged
15.9 points last season. She can do it all.

o Tyesha Wright, sophomore guard. A tal-
ented young point guard who can penetrate
opposing defenses and make things happen.

o Suriya McGuire, sophomore guard. An-
other good young player. An excellent de-
fender and passer.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Teddies are
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At  Twin Cities Eye

Specialists, we specialize
in helping you see your
best.

Whether you simply need an
eye exam for glasses or contact
lenses or if you have an eye
condition that requires medical or
surgical  treatment, we are
committed to helping you achieve
your best results.

Considering Lasik? We offer the latest
in Lasik, including advanced wavefront
laser vision correction.

Any questions, call us. We’re here to help you!
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returning and a much easier schedule. This year the Tommies
finished 2-8, had just four home games and faced Central,

a top section seed, Loras and the Johnnies on the road. In
2008, Central and Loras will be replaced on the schedule by
Macalester and Northwestern (Roseville) and St. John’s will
be visiting O’Shaughnessy Stadium.

Two ideas that work

One idea that’s 35 years old and another that’s just a week
old both worked as well as could be hoped last week.

In 1972, somebody got the bright idea to add prep football
playoffs to the lineup of fall tournaments. The nature of
football is that size means more than in any other sport. Not
necessarily player size—any school can have a 300-pound
tackle—but roster size. It simply was inconceivable to have a
system in which a Minnehaha Academy would have to face
an Eden Prairie in a football playoff game

So, when it was decided to expand the playoffs and invite
more teams into the post-season, the league went to five
classes. (They made it six a decade ago.)

Until the Metrodome came into existence, these title games
were played on home fields. Once the number of classes was
expanded, the games went indoors. The Prep Bowl became
a daylong event until last month when four championship
games were played on the Friday after Thanksgiving and two
were played that Saturday. More on that later.

Upon further review, the current six classes might not even
be enough. After his team got walloped by Cretin-Derham
Hall in the Class AAAAA semifinals, Brainerd coach Ron
Stolski mused, “I think we might really be Class AAAAY2. We
weren't even close to them?” He was not alone in that view.

If that’s the case, Eden Prairie might qualify for a class by
itself. Cretin-Derham Hall got off to good start in the title
game, but ended up in the same position as the rest of the
Eagles’ opponents this year—watching glumly in a 50-21 loss.

There are some exceptions—Stephen-Argyle and Glencoe-

Silver Lake quickly come to mind—but generally speaking,
the size of the school dictates the size of the football roster.
There still are a few glitches in the current system. Kevin
Merkle, the Minnesota State High School League’s director
who oversaw the football tournament, is a former athletic
director who understood the dismay of teams like the
combined St. Paul Academy-Mounds Park Academy squad.
Though the Spartans play in the basically Class A Tri-Metro
Conference, the combined size of the two schools kicked
them into Class AAAA for the postseason where they got
squashed by St. Thomas Academy 42-14 in the first round.

The theory was that the bottom
seeds would be spared from a
licking like the 59-0 one Henry
Sibley took from Cretin-Derham
Hall in its first round of the section

playoffs. Only one eighth seed—
United South Central, a Class AA
school —advanced to their section

championship.

Merkle said that schools don't have to compete in the
playofts if they think they’re overmatched. “They can opt out
and schedule another game instead,” he said.

Former Henry Sibley athletic director Dean Verdoes
remembers another notion. “(Former Park coach and AD)
Mark Porter once suggested that the section rate the top eight
teams, but only have the top four play off against each other,”
Verdoes said. “In the other half, youd have a fifth seed from
one section play the fifth from another section and so on”
The theory was that the bottom seeds would be spared from
a licking like the 59-0 one Henry Sibley took from Cretin-

Derham Hall in its first round of the section playoffs. Only
one eighth seed—United South Central, a Class AA school
—advanced to their section championship.

But that might not be the biggest problem with class
warfare. When you consider that Eden Prairie has a bigger
gene pool to chose from (3,099 students) than, say, the city
of Roseau (2,756 residents), it’s easy to understand why one
press box observer suggested the Eagles may well be the Class
AAAAA football champs for the next four to five years.

The last time a big high school was this dominant was in
the 1970s when Edina was winning state football and hockey
titles with regularity. Edina got so big that a second school,
Edina West, was built. Edina East won a couple more times,
but the streak was broken and the mystique was gone. At
the same time, Eden Prairie began to move into athletic
prominence. Eventually, Edina went back to one school, but it
no longer dominates.

The cycle could eventually repeat itself, but there are no
current plans to split Eden Prairie into two schools. But there
will be an outer suburb ring school eventually—Chanhassen?
Victoria?—where families will move so little Johnny will have
a place to play. Until then, get used to seeing coach Mike
Grant and the Eagles winning titles in late November.

The other decision—the one to split up the Prep Bowl
games over two days—seemed to work out very well. The
Friday session, helped out by the highly anticipated game
between Eden Prairie and Cretin-Derham Hall, drew nearly
23,000 people. The Saturday session, featuring the second and
third highest levels of play, drew nearly 10,000 spectators. It
probably helped that three of the four teams on Saturday were
local and that the second game featured rivals Mahtomedi
and Totino-Grace.

High school league officials seemed happy with the
attendance figures, which were the best in 20 years, and the
fact that the games didn’t run so compactly. However, they
also admitted they hadn't counted up the bills yet.

(Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com)
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Key players and their strengths:
o Kristin O’Brien, junior forward/guard.

record.

in the standings and finish with at least a .500

size and will complement Kranz under the
basket.

quick, aggressive and defense-minded, but
they have a lot of young players who haven't
seen much varsity action.

Outlook: How far will the young talent carry
the team? All the way to the state tournament,
perhaps. At least that's coach Williams™ goal
for a team coming off a 16-win season. South
and Southwest are the other favorites in the
Mill City conference.

ST. PAUL ACADEMY
League: Tri Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 5-20 (3-14)
Coach: Mark Heiser

Can shoot and rebound, having scored nearly
10 points and pulled down 6.7 rebounds a
game last season.

o Niambi Mitchell, junior guard. A quick
player who averaged 9.1 points and 6.7 re-
bounds last year.

o Megan Leslie, sophomore guard. A third-
year varsity player who is a good shooter and
defender.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA will rely
heavily on its team speed. The Spartans have
some good athletes, but not a lot of size. With
only one senior, experience is also lacking.

Outlook: DeLaSalle and Minnehaha are the
conference favorites. SPA hopes to move up

MN Lic. #20320318 BgB
T
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¢ Shingle & Flat Roofs
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* Concrete & Stone Work
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182A Ryan Lane
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VISITATION
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 19-9 (14-4)
Coach: Brian Kramer

Key players and their strengths:

o Courtney Kranz, senior forward. Led Vis-
itation in scoring with 13.6 points a game last
year and was the top rebounder.

« Emma Russ, junior point guard. A good
ball handler and returning varsity player.

o Allison O'Neill, junior small forward. A
good shooter who will see time at forward
and guard.

» Megan Ballard, junior forward. Has good

A e AL 3= i O

FURNITURE REPAIR

Seen on KSTP’s “Good Company”
Chairs Etc. Re-glue Repair

E. Cilek

Since 1960
(651) 699-4022

Work Guaranteed 1501 Randolph Ave.
o e AT = o ol S

o Liz Ryan, senior guard. Had some valu-
able varsity minutes last year.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Visitation has
big players who should pull down a lot of re-
bounds. Team defense also should be sound.
However, this isn't the quickest team in the
world, and the Blazers don't have a ton of ex-
perience.

Outlook: Minnehaha and DeLaSalle stand
out in the conference, but Visitation could be
in the mix. “We’re going to be a lot better by
the end of the year than we are early;” coach
Kramer said.

Immanuel Baptist
Church |

We welcome
you to worship
with us on:

Sunday
10:00 am — Bible Class
10:45 am — Worship
Wednesday
7:00 pm — Bible Study /Prayer
www.ibchurch.com
Immanuel Baptist is an
independent church
750 Watson Ave. e St. Paul
MN 55102 ¢ 651-227-5075
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Visitation wins third swim title

isitation School won
its third straight
Class A state swim-

ming and diving title on
November 17 at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Aquatic
Center. The Blazers finished
with 298 points, easily out-
distancing  second-place
Breck, which had 187.
Visitation junior Meghan
Weiss set state records in
both the 100- (51.38) and
200-yard (1:52.33) freestyle
events. Eighth-grade team-
mate Olivia McNeely also
set a new state record while

the 400 freestyle relay with
senior Meaghan Rohde,
Jennifer Steege, junior Julie
Steege and Weiss, and took
second in the 200 medley
relay with Julie Steege, Mc-
Neely, DeMeules and Pil-
hofer.

Pilhofer also  placed
second in the 50 free and
fourth in the 100 butter-
fly. Julie Steege took fourth
in the 100 backstroke and
eighth in the 200 individual
medley, while her sister Jen-
nifer Steege placed third in
the 200 free and fourth in

freestyle relay with junior
Sophie Pilhofer, senior Jen-

defending her title in the 100 Meghan Weiss the 500 free.
breaststroke (1:04.70). Visitation returned at least
Visitation won the 200 nifer Steege, sophomore one relay team or individual

Maddy DeMeules
Weiss. The Blazers also won

Raiders take bronze in Class AA

and to every event in this year’s

meet.

he Cretin-Derham
Hall girls’ swimming
and diving team fin-

ished third at the state Class
AA meet on November
17 and in the process took
home more first-place fin-
ishes than any other team.
Junior Lauren Weis set
state records in the 200-
(1:49.20) and 500-yard
(4:52.85) freestyle events,
making her the fastest dis-

took third in the 50 free-
style. She also earned all-
state and all-American hon-
ors in both events.

Senior Alexa O’Brien re-
ceived all-state honors in the
200 individual medley and
in the 500 freestyle, placing
fifth in both of those events.

O’Brien, along with Weis,
Janzen and Katie Spitzm-
ueller, won the 400 freestyle
relay and took second in

tance freestyler in state his-
tory. She received all-state
and all-American honors in
both events.

Lauren Weis

Freshman Kiera Janzen
won the 100 freestyle and

the 200 freestyle relay. They
were the first relay team
from CDH to win an event
at the state meet.

Laura Malone, a Mendota Heights resident
and freshman at Cretin-Derham Hall, took
home three top-five honors, including a pres-
tigious second place Reserve Championship
in Western horsemanship, while riding her
horse Canadian Charlie during the recent All-
American Quarter Horse Congress in Ohio.
The Congress, the world’s largest single-breed
horse show, takes place over three weeks and
draws more than 8,500 horses and their rid-
ers from across the United States and Canada
to compete in more than 16,000 English and
Western events. Malone has been riding since
age 4 under the guidance of Bonnie Minor
of Timber Valley Farm in Dennison, Minne-
sota.

Visitation senior setter Meredith Patt of
Highland Park received all-state honorable
mention in volleyball this fall.

Courtney Kranz, a senior at Convent of the
Visitation School in Mendota Heights, signed
a national letter of intent on November 14 to
play Division I basketball at the University of
Northern Colorado. The 6-foot-2 center av-
eraged 13.6 points per game last year for the
Blazers, who finished 19-9. Kranz also was a
member the 2007 Visitation volleyball team
that played in last month’s state tournament
for the first time in the school’s history.

Calli Brennan of Henry Sibley High School
has signed to play softball for Concordia Uni-
versity-St. Paul. Brennan is a four-sport star
for the Warriors, earning letters in softball,
hockey, soccer and weightlifting. She has re-
ceived multiple all-conference honors, as well
as rookie of the year, all-section and all-state
awards, and holds Sibley’s weightlifting re-
cord.

The Minnesota Thunder will host youth
soccer clinics and training sessions for soccer

players ages 5-19 this winter. Interested par-
ticipants are encouraged to register early since
space is limited. Visit www.mnthunder.com
or call 651-917-8326.

Gentle yoga for adults 55 and older will be
offered on Thursdays, January 3 to February
28, at the West 7th Community Center, 265
Oneida St. Modifications can be made for
those who prefer being seated, use a wheel-
chair or have range of motion limitations. The
cost is $30 for eight weeks. To register, call
651-298-5493.

The Como Park Ski Center is scheduled to
open on Saturday, December 15. Registration
is now being accepted for snowboard, cross
country and downhill ski lessons. The center
features a lighted, 1.7K cross country trail for
beginners and 5K classic and skate-style trails
for advanced skiers. It also has four lighted
tow ropes, a chalet with food service and a
rental shop. The chalet will be open from 9:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Sundays and 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays. Extended holiday
hours will run from December 22 to January
1. Cross country ski trails also are provided at
the Highland 9-hole and Phalen golf courses.
No cross country skiing is allowed at High-
land National Golf Course. Call 651-488-9673
or visit www.stpaul.gov/parks.

The Concordia University-St. Paul women’s
basketball team has been ranked 23rd in the
nation in the USA Today/ESPN Division II
Top 25 Coaches’ Poll. The Golden Bears are
off to a 4-0 start and are averaging 92 points
a game.

The SweatShop on Snelling and Selby ave-
nues will offer a Family Friday Workout from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Saturday, December 29. Call
651-646-8418.

DO SAVIES
YOU INSTAL
YOURSEL

Replacement sash
from Marvin Windows

Save...
...0n energy costs. Save on window
installation. Just replace your drafty
old double-hung sash with a new,
energy-efficient Tilt Pac by Marvin.
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LUMBER COMPANY

“Your full service lumber yard.”
OPEN SATURDAY
8:00a.m.-NOON
Monday-Friday
7:30-5:00
612729-2358

3233 E. 40th Street
Between Hiawatha & Minnehaha
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& Remodeling Needs.
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ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

Automobile Diagnostic
Maintenance & Repair Facility

We are now AAA approved. Show your AAA

@?nembership card & receive 10% off, up to $100.
910 Randolph (between Lexington & West 7th)
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SERVICE
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1/2HP OPENER
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*After Mail in Rebate

Installed

Keyless Entry System $25.00

SAVE ON SERVICE

* 2 Springs on
Double Door $169.00
* 2 Cables on
Residential Door $119.00
* 10 Point Safety Check and
Tune-Up $69.95
* Chamberlain Gear Kit
Change $119.00

Prices include: Trip, labor and parts, in the
Metro area during standard business hours.

(651) 4860000 estiaes

LIFETIME WARRANTY
16’ X 7’ Raised Steel Panel
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$54900 Non-Insulated

Removal & disposal of old door additional
Expires 12/20/07

The Highland Park
Dehate Team

wishes to thank the following
businesses for their help and support.
On November 9-10 the Highland
Debate Team hosted the 7th Capital
City Invitational Tournament, attracting
400-plus debaters, coaches and judges
from around the state. The generous
donations from these local businesses
helped make the tournament a
successful fund-raiser for the team,
and a culinary pleasure for our guests.

Van Paper Company US Bank

Von Hanson’s Meats Anchor Bank
Hampden Co-op Pinehurst Bank
Caribou Coffee Grandpa Tony’s
Bruegger’s Bagels Little Caesar’s
Breadsmith Davanni’s Pizza
Lunds Domino’s Pizza
Kowalski’s Orbovich & Gartner
Cooper’s SuperValu Pine Tree Orchard
Cub Foods The Villager
Highgrove Credit Union

651 298'0956 www.stpaulautomotive.net
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[FORSALE Wl HOME IMPROVEMENTS

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270.

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

OAK/BIRCH, mixed firewood,
4' x 4' x 16 inches, $85 or 2/$150.
Delivered & stacked; super dry.
612-600-8513.

SILVER GRAY Mink Coat & match-
ing hat, $2,000; Fawn Mink Cape
Jacket, $1,500. Best offer. Hardly
worn, like new. 651-698-6693.

ENGLISH COCKER Spaniel
puppy. Black/white markings, 3/4
party, CKC Registered/pedigree,
shots. Smart, sweet, good with kids.
651-698-8762.

BEST OFFER. Kenmore white
refrigerator, 20.6 cu. ft., height
66.25"; 651-698-0544.

www.payjusthalf.com. 1-888-
464-6952 x203; must mention dis-
count code LC21391.

BOUTIQUES/HOLIDAY

5TH ANNUAL LAKE Como Holiday
Art Show. Fri., Dec. 7,
11-6; Sat., Dec. 8, 10-5. Local art-
ists. Historic Como Streetcar
Station, northeast corner Lexington/
Horton.

AUTOS/BOATS/CYCLES

2000 FORD RANGER XLT 4x4,
65,000 miles; work needed; 651-
222-0489.

REAL ESTATE/LAND

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the
law. Equal housing opportunity.

ASSESSED PROPERTY value too
high? Tax Abatement Appraisals:
$345. 651-690-3018.

HOME STAGING. Put your home
on the market strong! Expert,
Award-Winning Service. Home
Owners, Builders, Realtors.
No project too big or small.
Katie, Showcase Stagers, 651-
295-1730.

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and
antique jewelry. We know and
appreciate the value of your
jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065
Ford Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock,
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

YES, WE'RE Buying!!! Older Rugs,
Lamps, Pictures; FURNITURE
(All Types); Glassware, Crocks;
“ANYTHING OLD!” 651-227-2469.
TOP CASH PAID.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

REMODELING. All types: Carpen-
try & home repairs. Kitchen special-
ist. References, licensed, bonded,
insured. Mark, 651-488-6625.

WAGNER & LANG CONST,, INC.
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic.
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom,
651-224-3565.

*LARRY’S PAINTING*
Exterior-Interior, spray painting, tex-
tured ceilings & walls, skim coat,
water damage, knockdown, dry-
wall, paper hanging; free estimates;
insured; 651-222-4227.

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs,
professional service at affordable
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651-
481-0402.

DONNA'’S INTERIOR Painting.
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Residential.
Quality work. Local references. Lic./
Bond./Ins. 651-690-3956.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.
Window wells. Decks. Porches,
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

ROOM-BY-ROOM painting and
repair, quality workmanship, esti-
mates; 651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING,
decks, painting & repairs. Robert
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 651-
983-3372. Highland-Grand-Crocus
area. References available.

PAINTING, wallpaper removal,
skim coating, textured ceilings,
knockdowns. Stain/varnishing,
small wall repair. Average home
$600; average 3 rooms, $200; av-
erage garage, $200; Painter Jim,
651-698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING
TEXTURING, MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES;
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED;
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED,
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR
YOU CAN TRUST”

PAPER HANG/Strip, Paint, Faux.
Call Dar, 612-867-7675.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING; bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure
loss, water heaters, bathroom
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti-
mates; John, 651-772-1546; 651-
808-4055.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;
(c) 651-307-9024.

ADDITIONS, kitchens, baths,
basement refinishing, remodel-
ing; Showplace, Inc., Dan, 651-
429-1317.

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired.
"Green" or polyurethane products.
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

EXTERIOR COLOR consulting
plus paint. Restoration/preservation
services. Turning Point Woodworks.
651-698-4227.

How do I place a
classified ad?

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501
Email: wantads@myvillager.com

Classified ads are $1.10 per word, $11 minimum.
5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.
10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.

All want ads are prepaid by either cash,
check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Dec. 19

Deadline: Dec. 12

HOME IMPROVEMENTS HOME IMPROVEMENTS

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction.
We build on your ideas! 20 years’
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services.
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008.
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
Bathrooms, Bathrooms, Bath-
rooms. We specialize in bathrooms.
Call YoungCastle Bathrooms for
huge savings on your bathroom
projects! 651-257-4706.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements.
New Additions, Decks, Fences,
Porches. Reasonable rates.
Personal, professional, profi-
cient. Free estimates. "Building
Brocks" 651-222-1992, office;
651-285-3237, cell.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair
Price. Renovations by George.
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile,
Remodeling, Plumbing, General
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors,
finish work, basements, bath-
rooms, drywall/repair; reliable;
20 years; Mike Foster, 651-
216-3023.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years'
experience. References. Free
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651-
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

BIG E'S CUSTOM Flooring. Install,
refinish & repair. Laminates & hard-
woods. Free estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 612-501-7054; 763-
444-9048.

*BATHROOM REPAIR!!!
Low water pressure. Replace
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds, water
heater, etc. Ceramic tile bathrooms,
kitchen, laundry. 612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches
and baths designed and built.
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience.
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve,
651-291-7117.

HARDWOOD FLOORS. Tape,
tile, repair. Call Keith Trnka, 612-
839-7655.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement.
Handyman Service. Tile, painting,
drywall and more! Dan, 651-
238-5345.

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Replace
toilets, sinks, tubs/surrounds,
water heater, etc. 612-275-9815.

BATHROOM/KITCHEN Re-
modeling. Professional, reliable,
free estimates. Call Mike, 651-
263-7065.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Con-
crete, roofing, siding, remodeling
specialists; free estimates; 651-
329-2415.

PLASTER REPAIR/ceramic tile,
custom plaster and texturing,
ceramic tile bath, kitchen and entry;
total kitchen, bathroom, base-
ment and attic remodel; B. Witte,
651-644-9177.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair.
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

INTERIOR CARPENTRY, frame,
trim, finish, door problems. Call
Dave, Nice Finish Construction,
612-282-5431.

CAN’'T DECIDE paint colors?
Interior-exterior paint plans. Beth,
651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Carpentry &
Windows. Specializing in older
homes. Featuring St. Paul
historically approved all wood
replacement tilt-in sash kits and
wood or aluminum combination
storm windows. Repair/replace
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net.
612-232-0716.

TILING. Backsplashes, floors, tub
surrounds. Artisan quality. Licensed
(#20454530). Insured. 612-
702-0761.

HIRE A HUSBAND. Carpentry,
painting, tile, plaster, minor plumb-
ing/electrical; 30 years; insured;
651-699-7077.

WOOD FLOORS. Install, sanding,
recoats, repairs. Great rates. Eric,
651-332-1010.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

*BATH/KITCHEN REHAB*
Tubs/surrounds, toilets, sinks, CE-
RAMIC TILE, etc. 612-275-9815.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick,
stone, block; free estimates/
insured. 1-888-295-3553; 651-
442-9748.

PETERS HARDWOOD Floors.
Father/son operated. Fifteen years'
experience. Excellent work. Free
estimates. Nathan, 651-332-0374.

TUCKPOINTING. Stucco repair.
Brick & stone repair. Chimneys,
walls, steps. Restoration qual-
ity work. Free estimates. Insured.
1-888-295-3553; 651-442-9748.

PLUMBING. All types including
drain cleaning. Fast, reliable ser-
vice. Guaranteed work. Up front
pricing. Call today, 612-501-7089.
HomeTown Plumbing, #5338pm.

KUNG FU PAINTING, walls,
ceilings, floors. Installed, re-
paired, refinished. 651-
343-2267.

BASEMENT FINISHING, sheet-
rock, studs & walls. Interior remod-
eling. Mike, 651-249-3843.

AFFORDABLE DRYWALL solu-
tions. Please let me help you! 651-
235-2716.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High
quality, affordable, full service.
Interior special: fourth room free.
Call for details. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869. www.flickr.com/photos/
Alexander's Painting.

*RETIRED MASTER PLUMBER*
Unbeatable rates and references.
Fixture installation and restoration;
gas, waste and water piping. 612-
968-9727.

*VINTAGE CRAFT PAINTING*
Interiors,Design,ColorConsultation,
Restoration/Repair. Free estimates.
Tom Warn, 651-246-9968.

PAINTING. Commercial/Resi-
dential. Interior/Exterior. 20 years
professional, friendly, local service.
651-222-0489.

INTERIOR PAINTING. Profes-
sionally done to your satisfaction.
References upon request. Local
resident. 651-405-9414.

OLD HOME restoration specialists.
Remodeling and handy man ser-
vices. Call Tom at TWR Enterprises.
612-867-1122.

PAINTING BY Dennis Winge! We
do it all. 651-270-7905 more info.

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,
installed. Since 1973. Insured,
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning.
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.
Mike, 651-646-4000.

WILLIE'S RUBBISH hauling and
small demolition, garage, base-
ment cleaning; licensed; 612-
825-6511; 612-310-5559, cell.

I'MYOUR HANDYMAN! Small jobs,
problem solving, older homes. 651-
227-0286.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes.
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY
installed, restretch, repair. Quality
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/
small; many local references;
Angie’s List; reasonable rates!
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior
discounts; free estimates; 651-
225-9942.

JUNK/BRUSH hauling, cleanup.
Prompt, courteous response.
Reasonable rates. John, 651-
387-2955.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete
drywall service and repairs. Insured.
Dan, 651-238-5345.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/
gutter cleaning, power wash-
ing, 8 years' experience, insured,
references, free estimates; call
Jeremy at SkyBlue Windows, 651-
503-0996.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL, INC.*
We haul away almost anything from
old furniture/appliances to yard
waste/construction debris. We'll do
all the loading and cleanup for you.
For free estimate on cleaning your
garage, attic, basement or yard.
Just Call 612-724-9733.

*HANDYMAN JIM*
No job too small, will troubleshoot
or even assist the homeowner;
651-230-8339, Ive. msge. All calls
returned.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612-
366-5837.

NEED A CARPENTER? Call me
first. Local, dependable, committed
to quality. Specializing in basement
refinishing. Fully insured. Adam,
612-716-5420.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types;
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons,
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386.
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651-
482-9386.

ROOF REPAIR/replacement, flat
roofs; 25 years. LDS Services; 651-
488-2020.

BIBLE & BOOK repair; 38 years’
experience. Steve, 651-698-1477.
www.specialbindings.com.

TIME TO CLEAN. You call, | haul.
No job too small. 651-646-5175.

FURNITURE REFINISHING.
Furniture repair, stripping &
refinishing. Quality work, 32
years in business. Oak Plus, 612-
724-5151.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN, good
work, reasonable rates. Insured.
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

Ir

visit KITCHEN COMFORT

Kitchen & bath design for an existing or
new residence. We specialize in renovation work!

1399 St. Clair = 651.698.4949

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!

He Builds and Fixes almost anything

EZ3 Russell Dedrick

professional
handyman
services

State Lic# 20113561

651 776-1780 . remodeiing «

¢ Additions
* Renovations e

Betsy Jensen DFdWng & Painting Lessons WINNER 2007 UPTOWN COFFEE FESTIVAL
Estate & Household Sales A Ages 5 to Adult H(;éT9 gloulPsd ; GIFTS
eBay Sales, Appraisals H The Art Academy at Ford Parkway ¢ 651.699-5448
g 649 Snelling Avenue
651 698-9650 £ 651-699-1573 - theartacademy.net o Scheffe » 651:695-1960

Pates Roofing

Finest in Residential Roofing

@ sLicensed
D, 651690-3956 ‘e
Y Serving Community 25 Years  onsured  STATE LIC.#20155317
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OLD FASHIONED HANDYMAN
SERVICES. No job too small.
Ben Sr., 651-485-7407.

FIREPLACE REPAIR. Chimneys,
stucco, brick & stone work; problem
solving. Free estimates/Insured.
Small jobs ok. 651-442-9748;
1-888-295-3553.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double
hung window sash; renovation/
repair; reglazing; replace sash
cords; wooden storms/screens.
651-645-2396.

HOUSECLEANING, specializing
in one-time cleanups; excellent
references; 20 years’ experience.
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637;
612-281-5921.

PERFECTIONIST? Call MB’s
Cleaning Service for houseclean-
ing, Feng Shui, clutter control. 651-
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,
reliable, housecleaner, good
references, thorough; Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with?
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850.
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available.
Ann, 651-776-7834.

OPENINGS AVAILABLE. Spic
'n span housecleaning. Honest,
reliable. References. Sarah, 651-
698-4645.

JOLYNN'S CLEANING Service.
Homes, apartments; fast, reliable;
one-time cleaning. 651-659-9695;
651-792-6953.

THE DREAM TEAM 3. Licensed/
bonded professionals to clean your
house from top to bottom or just
one room. Handymen ready &
willing to do your repairs! Free esti-
mates. 651-253-2339.

PROFESSIONAL housecleaner
will take holiday cleanings. Laura,
651-780-4213.

A PROFESSIONAL HOUSE-
CLEANING SERVICE.
EXPERIENCED. RELIABLE.
GREAT RATES. 612-802-6018.

DISCOUNT CLEANING. Carpet
20¢ sq. ft. Housecleaning; free
estimate. 612-598-5906; 952-
814-4524.

MICHELLE'S DETAILED
Housecleaning. Honest, reli-
able, excellent references; 651-
293-1273.

AUTUMN DAY CLEANING. Ex-
perienced, organized, reliable,
references, supplies provided.
Only $17/hour! Stephanie, 651-
699-1512.

COCO'S CLEANING. Complete
housecleaning, odd jobs welcome;
651-776-5929 vm. Your business
appreciated!

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

*PH.M.INC. 651-231-7748*
Murphy’s Lawn Maintenance &
Landscaping Service. THE MOST
RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE
SNOW SERVICE AVAILABLE.
Free estimates on all our ser-
vices including snowplowing,
shoveling, snow hauling and
salt/sanding. Hardscaping: patio/
retaining walls. Landscaping: sod-
ding, etc. LICENSED. INSURED.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 651-
231-7748.

THE BEST residential snow
removal; contracts starting at $110/
month. Landscaping services.
Bluhm Brothers, 651-227-2584.

TIM’S SNOWPLOWING Services.
Seasonal cleanups, year-round
contracts; estimates; 651-
690-1284.

SNOW SERVICE.Sidewalks, steps,
driveways. Roof top snow & ice re-
moval. 651-699-2832. Insured.

SNOW REMOVAL, plowing & haul-
ing. Roof top/ice dam removal. Total
lawn maintenance, landscaping.
John, 612-328-6893.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can help
you install. Horticulture Degree, U
of MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape
Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson,
612-868-7787.

ROGER'’S TREE SERVICE. Car-
ing for trees & shrubs in Highland,
Summit, Crocus neighborhoods
since 1974; trimming/remov-
als. Certified Arborist. Licensed/
insured. Roger Gatz, 651-
699-7022.

LERFALD SERVICES. Complete
Landscaping. Plan your spring
project now. Free estimates.
References. Loren, 651-208-6346.

EARLY BIRD Lawnscapes.
Landscaping. Year-round mainte-
nance services. 651-768-0030.

CNT SNOW removal, lawn care,
fall cleanup, alleys. Highland resi-
dent. Call Chris, 651-690-2427; cell
651-757-6339.

METRO LAWN & SNOW. Side-
walks, driveways, alleys, lots. 651-
690-5227.

PERSON TO PERSON Lawn/
Snow. Snow removal and
many other services. 651-
775-0248.

SVARE LAWN Service. Fall
cleanup, winter plowing & mainte-
nance. 651-323-7311.

SADOWSKI BROS. Snow &
roof removal. Gutter clean-
ing. Reasonable rates. 651-
353-3870.

ROOF SNOW & Ice Removal; side-
walks/drives shoveled. GUTTER
CLEANING. Licensed. Insured.
#20126373. Burton's Rain Gutter
Service, 651-699-8900.

ALLEY PLOWING. Most driveways
$250 season. Great rates. Bruce,
651-592-5748.

SNOW REMOVAL. Sidewalks,
driveways, roofs.Seasonal/monthly/
per time. 651-698-0840.

SNOW. Walks/Drives/Roofs.
Highland. References/Experience.
Butch BOS, 651-308-3410.

HELLER SNOW & Lawn. Serving
the area for over 20 years. Family
owned & operated. 651-699-9315;
651-442-1325.

SNOW REMOVAL. Residential
$60/month. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. Call for free quote. 651-
343-3944.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal.
Highest quality; competitive rates;
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus).

N/S LAWN, SNOW, free estimates
with job; Nick, 651-776-5929 vm.
Appreciate your business.

ACCTING/INCOME TAX

INDIVIDUAL TAXATION and Invest-
ment Management. CPA. felix.
mcgovern@mncpapro.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL PLANNER, indepen-
dent, fee-based on Summit Ave.
$50,000 account minimum. John
Severy-Hoven, MBA, CFP®; 651-
442-0465. www.OracleFP.com.

SWOLLEN ARM? Free mortgage
and credit review. Call John, 651-
815-7212.

PLEASE VISIT us at www.
atlowcostloans.com.

OFFICE & GRAPHICS

WRITE AWAY Word Processing.
651-690-4779. Transcription
specializing medical/legal.
PowerPoint. QuickBooks.

SECRETARIAL SERVICES.
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax; legal background; 651-
488-9333.

ONZAABI DESIGN. Personal, local
and original graphic design, special-
izing in logos for start-ups. TIm@
onzaabi.com.

Continued page 46

Service Directory

One Man Shop
Many Local References
¢ Service Uggrades

ORemodeImg pecialists
0 yrs exp

Ed Strecker ,..caonss 612-250-6320

Plaster & Drywall Repair,
Painting & More
Mudx Alchemy
612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Palntlng

Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestlons
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643

651450-4340

CANTO CIANT D AT

{ picU

UILLAN

Since 1883

% Plumbing and FHeating Co.

GREAT LAKES
WATEPROOFING

Hydro-Clay Exterior Injection System

FREE ESTIMATES & RECOMMENDATIONS

651-340-2901

www.TCWaterproof.com

CAIT D CDIAT O IO

BRog |

g Restoration Specialists

688 Hague

Int. /Ext. Painting
Wallpapering / Stripping

@ Wood Stripping / Refinishing

yerry Wing

Formerly:
Home Traditions Painting & Wallpapering
Same great work. Same great employees.
Even greater value.

www.PaintingbyJerryWind.com

Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
Ceiling Texturing / Repair

Courteous craftsmen
Work steady start to finish
References available
Two year warranty
Liability Ins. / Workers Comp.

Call: 651-699-6140 or 612-827-6140

%

651-292-0124 %
COHAUD LOVAD LOVAD CLOVAD CL20AD LA

Interior/Exterior | | | Don’s Electric| [ Normandale - Jeystone
Designs - Service Upgrades Electric Co. IBrick & & oncrete
Repair/Remodel/Additions .- Remodels - Repairs Residential, Commercial +Bavers +Baios  Walks & rvemays
651-983-9599 Licensed #CA00530 - Bonded  Insured and Industrial New or Replacement
Lic.# 20072615 Office 651-647-1480  Cell 612-386-7366 1948 No. Prior - 651 644-0655 651-462-4969

| RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL |
1 Tear-0ff e Re-Roof ¢ Repairs |

SINCE 1964

FURNITURE RESTORATION

I/ Shingle +/ Flat Roofs I | Furniture & Woodwork Stripping
v/ Shakes v Tar & Gravel : o Repair 0ld & New Furniture

I v SheetMetal v/ RubberRoofs y  [*Refinishing © Caning

1/ Siding v Concrete Driveways |~ | ® Upholstery e Rushing

¢ Reproduction Hardware

o Retail Supplies For
Do-It-Yourselfers
o Pick-Up & Delivery Available @

651-645-0678 K-

1698 SELBY AV ST PAUL

:cmmnmmsr.&mnmnmn.wm:

| 651 -482-0070 !

MN L #2032031 8
iC.1 318,

{ |[ROGER'S TREE SERVICE

Caring for your trees & shrubs since 1974
Certified Arborist
651 699-7022

“I'bid the job and I do the job” - Roger Gatz

Burton’'s Rain |
Gutter Service |
e Clean e Repair <
e Install

Shoveling Walks 8 Drives

Licensed ¢ Bonded e Insured Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900

1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

A-1 Ceiling

Specialists

The Ceiling Experts: Ceiling Painting,
Texturing & Repair ® Interior Painting

Larry Forsman 651 698-7653
5% OKFF with this ad

¢ Water Damage Specialist
® 20+ yrs. experience

¢ Guaranteed service

¢ Fully insured

Kitchen{r’Bath Specialists

lletius help you live good!

Livingood's Handyman & Remodeling
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 651 983-7836  nntico:2022056

Weaver Electrical
Construction Co.

Residential and Commercial Wiring

Change Fuse Boxes
e Complete Rewiring

Licensed Master Electrician
Over 29 Years Experience

» Hard Wired Smoke Detectors
- Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting

to Circuit Breakers

orrice: (651) 644-6551

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651-699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

(

B CONSTRUCTION &
R

1025 Selby Avenue *

N

EMODELING, INC
St. Paul, MN 55104

 651-228-9490

= Residential Remodeling
= Historic Renovations
= Handyman Services

0

www jetconstruction.com Yy

«2.  Design/Build Remodelers

Additions ~ Restorations

E Baths ~ Kitchens
BUCK Remodeling finer homes
g&g;{t{g}gg for over 20 years

612/729-7608 651/698-5618

License #4593

My old windows are great...

But Fm tired of freezing.

Energy Improvements for Older Windows

Add “tilt-in’

’ feature to Original Windows

Stain Matching ~ Wood Repair ~ Painting

Restoration

Series Storm Windows

Call Paul Schmidt 651-222-5075

QUALITY OAK FURNITURE

""Mission Oak for
Every Room”

OAK PLUS

Large Showroom
Open M-F 9-5:30, Sat. 10-5
2724 E. 38th St. Mpls.

612-724-5151

Save on Many Styles of Mission Dining
— Super Oak Bookcases
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ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

651 222'8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

YOUR HOME

DESERVES THE BEST

Plaster Repalr
Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting

Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163

Free Estimates * Fully Insured

rﬁcud f%

ardwood Floors
Mention this ad for 15% Off.
Installation & Refinishing

651-808-3835

STANDARD
6HEATINGO

& AIR CONDITIONING

Service or Installation!
* Furnace SALE on NOW!

Schedule your appaintment at
standardheating.com

031-772-2449

Service Directory

KEITH'S
PLASTER REPAIR

“Repairing all types of Damage”

o Walls » Ceilings « Water Damage
o Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971  651-636-7098

COFFEEN

CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS - KITCHENS
BATHS - DECKS

651-247- 4072

~ 24 HOURS ~ )
BBB
#20586845

MN License

Peter W'lson

Dryumll

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Snowgshoyeling
&YPlowint

CIREsidential
SJcommercial

BEAKS @n 224-9299

Free E:

f Zeller )
Plumbing

Repair Service

Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10%o 0ff Lahor

with this ad
Licensed - Bonded « Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
51690-0421

#3473PM

\ J

17| WEIL-McLAIN

———HIGH-EFFICIENCY———

HEATING SPECIALIST

PAUL FALZ COMPANY

Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning
24 Hour Service

SALES & SERVICE

651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

Install

Burton's Rain |
Gutter Service '

e Clean e Repair

oof Snow\& Ice ﬁemoval

\

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son

SECURITY CORPORATION
716 SO. CLEVELAND
U"M‘“"am 690-4443

Moisture damaged | [Nl
sills, casings and 1]
exterior wood frim

repair or replacement

* Buffets - Moldings

Shoveling Walks & Drives Harmsen
Licensed » Bonded e Insured Serving area since 1973 & Oberg
Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900 CONSTRUCTION
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373 651-698-3156

i | ]
} Interior
‘ WOODWORK
| REFINISHING
‘ Remove Old Paint/Finish
|

%{J@ ‘

M{ remaodeler gow can lrasl

4330 NICOLLET AVE S « MPLS MN 55409
PH.651.690.3442 EXT. 25 » www.houseliftinc.com

Celebrating
Our 26th Year
in Business!

‘JJ OME
CUSTOMIZERS,INC.
MN License #20215516
m Decks and Porches = Patio Doors m Basements
m Drywall = Bay and Bow Windows
m Baths and Kitchens = General Remodeling

CALL 651-690-5964

for expert home remodeling!

[ www.homecustomizers.com =

* Windows ° Doors
* Fine Furniture
Restore the original beauty.
Free Estimates = Locally owned
Dave Gunderson Restoration
Certified Wood Finish Specialists

651.699.6547

TUCKPOINTING

e Stone Foundations

* Brick & Stone Building
Restoration To Heritage
Preservation Commission
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

Naturally Beautiful

Hardwood Floors
without Polyurethane!

+ Natural Vegetable Oil-Based
Components Hardens Inside the Wood
* Spot Repairable  Easy Maintenance
* Brings out the Best Color and Grain
from Wood Flooring ¢ Custom Colors
Contact Mark, Hardwood Floor Specialist at
Finnish Projects 651 271-2166

HOME REPAIRS &,

Meeting ALL of your home
repair and installafion needs!!!

+ Appliances  + Carpentry
+ Air Conditioners
+ Water Softeners & Purification Units

CALL ™ Insured ~

HANDY REPAIR GUY
651 260-94 696

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler S: ecialists
Custom HoME RESTORATION

+ Ceramic Tile ¢ Plaster

¢ Drywall ¢ Carpentry
* Skylights ¢ Windows
¢ Doors ¢ Texturing
¢ Deck Maintenance

Caut Bery Wirte 651644-9177

LAWN SERVICE
& LANDSCAPING

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping ~
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

John: 612.328.6893

20 years experience /Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

SEASONS
PAII\ITIG

The Best Care Year-Round

¢ Plaster Repairs
* Water Storm Damage
e Skim Coating
¢ Wallpaper Removal
¢ Painting of All Kinds
¢ Texturing of All Kinds

651714-4100
David Jarecke 12 Years Exp.

Free Estimates/Insured

OFFICE & GRAPHICS

Continued

GRAPHIC DESIGNER with 12
years' experience will create your
newsletter, forms, brochure, cards,
etc. Free consult and quote.
Reasonable rates. maide@
comcast.net. 651-210-4612.

COMPUTER/INTERNET

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES:
On site, free pickup, delivery,
troubleshooting, upgrades, virus
spyware removal, networking wired
and wireless, installation. Great
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

APPLE SUPPORT. Apple Certified
Consultant. On-site for Businesses
and Home Computers. Mac +
Network + People = Success.
Learn More: www.clintronx.com;
651-329-6319.

MACINTOSH COMPUTER trou-
bleshooting and training. New com-
puter and network set-up. Apple
certified. Reasonable rates. 651-
690-2938.

www.freewebsitesofthemonth.com/
club/lorenwiseth.

SPECIAL SERVICES

MECHANIC ON WHEELS. Ser-
vice maintenance, repairs, auto,
home, garden; 651-343-2267.

LAUNDRY SERVICE. Pickup,
delivery; wash, dry, fold; only $.90
per pound. Debbie, 651-330-4220.

PERSONAL SERVICE

ORGANIZE & SIMPLIFY.
Overwhelmed with work and dis-
organization? Holidays are getting
near! Interior Design student can
help organize your household and
life. Endless possibilities. Peace
of mind! References/consultation.
651-251-7661.

PET SITTING/PET CARE

WAGGLEY TALES. Dogs, cats,
birds. Dog walking. Alternative
boarding solutions. Janet, 651-
647-9300.

| CARE FOR your pets in your
home or mine. Dog walking. Sheri,
612-721-9062.

A HELPING PAW. Amanda, 612-
205-0587. www.ahelpingpawtc.
com.

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving
care of cats while you're away. 651-
227-7415. Since 1990.

IN HOME worry free pet sitter
service or dog walking; licensed,
insured. PSI Member. 612-
205-3264, Cyndi.

BEAUTY SERVICES

*AMERICA'S #1 BRAND!*
Mary Kay Cosmetics, Mary, 651-
454-2725.

HEALTH & FITNESS

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.
Lauren Hill, nationally certified
teacher. 651-646-8993. www.
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

LIFE IS GOOD. Amazing results
with AGEL gelceuticals. Contact
612-807-0869 or email inner-
child@comcast.net for all the
details.

SEWING/EMBROIDERY

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations &
Custom Sewing.Weddings, Custom
Suits, Tailored Shirts, Monograms,
and much more. 925 Selby Ave.
651-646-2117.

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712
So. Cleveland. 651-698-6117.
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Reline
coats; wedding dresses; win-
dow treatments; slipcovers; 651-
698-9698.

ENTERTAINMENT/MUSIC

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular
songs from across the decades;
weddings, private parties; listen at
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

ENTERTAINMENT/MUSIC

VISIT SANTA in his workshop!
1456 Wachtler, Mendota Heights.
Dec. 8-9, 15-16, 21-22-23, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Bring camera for free
photos. Food/monetary donations
accepted for Dakota County Food
Shelf. 612-308-3239.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of
the romance, elegance and beauty,
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to
accommodate any budget.
Capturing the Moments.
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 651-
698-9604 or e-mail fiebigerj@
qwest.net.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PRIVATE VIOLIN instruction with
symphony violinist. Experienced.
Professional. 651-690-2853.

ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL of Music.
Master teachers: all instruments,
voice, theory; all ages/levels.
Suzuki; pre-school; 651-690-4364;
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana Uni-
versity. Lawrence Wilson, 651-
699-0812.

PIANO LESSONS, all levels,
member National & Mn. Music
Teachers’ Assn.; call 651-
690-1889, Celia Perelman.

PIANO INSTRUCTION with profes-
sional pianist, experienced teacher.
Vicky Mackerman, 651-645-7753.

*VOICE & PIANO*
mollysmusicstudio.com. Quality,
classically-based instruction. Free
introductory lesson. Trial pack-
age available; at my studio or
your home. Master of Music. 651-
340-4038.

*DRUM LESSONS*
All styles, all levels; Drumset, Snare,
Drumline. In your home or the stu-
dio! Peter Buxman, 651-592-4716.

LEARN GUITAR from qualified
teacher. Email guitar_player@com-
cast.net for brochure or call Don
Armstrong, 651-699-2744 eves. or
weekends.

PIANO LESSONS in a cozy
home studio with an encouraging,
experienced, great teacher. Trish,
651-645-1620.

PIANO LESSONS. Classically
trained (pianist for Minn. Dance
Theater, Classical Ballet Academy).
Located in Crocus Hill. Brian, 612-
986-7486.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

GAVIN PIANO Service. Registered
Piano Tuner and Technician. 651-
644-3111. See web site for tuning
coupon. Gavinpiano.com.

QUALITY PIANO TUNING &
REPAIR. Reasonable rates.
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586;
Robtclough@aol.com.

INSTRUCTION

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K-
college, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT.
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955..

NEIGHBORHOOD TUTOR.
Building confidence! Phonics,
Comprehension, Fluency,
Vocabulary, Writing Essentials.
(K-6th). Exceptional results. 651-
699-7978.

DRIVERS: MAKE $600-$800/wk. +
benefits! Get pre-hired, go to work
with Swift! No CDL? No problem!
Local training @ American Truck
Training, 866-823-0268.

HOUSE CLEANING, need car,
2-5 days, wage plus miles; 651-
426-8850.

CHILD CARE service needs adults
days, evenings and vacations;
$500 week/up. Car necessary. 651-
429-2963.

DRIVERS: LOCAL! Great pay &
benefits! No touch, newer equip-
ment, CDL-A 2 years experience.
800-328-2499 x106.
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HELP WANTED

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST.
Full-time position available at Grand
Avenue Veterinary Center. Join this
wonderful team and enjoy working
with our caring clients and their four
legged family members. Customer
service, good communication and
organizational skills required. Visit
our website at www.grandavevet.
com. Please send resume and
cover letter to 1140 Grand Ave., St.
Paul, MN 55105 or clinic@grand
avevet.com.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZER.
Highland District Council seeks
full-time community organizer.
Ideal candidate will possess BA/
BS degree, excellent communica-
tion and computer skills and ability
work independently and with local
residents, city and other govern-
mental organizations. Nonprofit
experience a plus. Submit resume
and salary requirements to Search
Committee, c/o Gary Marx, 2136
Ford Pkwy. #107, Saint Paul, MN
55116 by Dec. 15. www.highland
districtcouncil.org.

FINANCE & SYSTEMS Controller.
Develop programs to streamline
financial processes. Cash Mgmt
with strong banking skills. Systems
Admin with strong IT skills (Dbase,
SQL). Prep/Analyze Financials.
Ensure Tax Compliance. Masters
Degree in Finance or Comp
Systems plus 1 year exp reqd. Send
resume to hr@somi.com, or mail to
Jo Elling, SOMI, 2145 Ford Pkwy.,
Ste. 300, St. Paul, MN 55116.

LOOKING FOR FUN AT WORK?
Jewish Community Center of the
Greater St. Paul Area is seeking
energetic and motivated individuals
with experience in Group Fitness.
General knowledge of physical fit-
ness, ability to communicate and
instruct in a clear and precise man-
ner. Req. National Group Fitness
certification and CPR certification.
Flexible schedule, salary DOQ.
Contact Wellness Director via
email: dhenk@stpauljcc.org or 651-
255-4764.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the
law. Equal housing opportunity.

LEXINGTON PARK. Charming 2
BRs, hdwd. floors, eat in kitchen,
spacious closets, $734-$774;
Orlando, 651-699-8471.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt.
homes available in the Highland
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp. Ask
for details regarding move in spe-
cials and no app fees.

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Specials;
$400 in rent coupons. Come home
to the sought after neighborhood
of Highland Park. We offer one
bdrms. with thoughtful, classic
floor plan, $675. Our studio homes
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable
price, $535. Call Al Loughrey, 651-
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS.
Luxury apartment homes from
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.;
651-698-4004; www.montcalm
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $599-$780. 1704
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd.
www.krcapartments.com. 651-
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. in
50+ locations. Outstanding service,
professional mgmt. Get yours now!
www.krcapartments.com; 763-
572-9400;

1776 ST. CLAIR AVE. Two bdrms.
from $805; 651-690-3787. www.
krcapartments.com.

HIGHLAND PARK, 1480 Ran-
dolph, spacious 1 & 2 BR,
quiet senior bldg. Underground
heated parking, $658-$819;
651-773-3485.

GREAT DEALS! 1 BR & 2 BR units,
1061 Montreal Ave. Remodeled
kitchens! 651-330-4391. www.krca-
partments.com.

FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL

548 OHIO. Private entry! 2 BR, 1
BA, 1,600 sq. ft., w/d, C/A and
more, $1,065 + util.; 952-844-0500
or email krisulzbach@aol.com.

SUMMIT/LEXINGTON, 3,000
sq. ft. home. All hdwd. floors. 4
bdrm. + 3rd fl. studio. Great neigh-
borhood. Completely renovated.
Large, modern kitchen, all new
appliances. Huge sunny living
room with fireplace. Dining room.
Spacious bedrooms. Large yard.
Huge front porch. 2-car garage + off
street parking for 3 more cars. Free
laundry, trash/sewage. $2,400 + util.
Pets ok. 651-587-1895.

542 Ohio. Private entry! 1 BR, 1
BA, balcony, $600 + util. 952-
844-0500 or email Krisulzbach@
aol.com.

2158 RANDOLPH. 2 bdrm. upper
duplex near St. Kate's. Natural
woodwork, hdwd. floors, fenced
yard. No smoking. $995/mo. 651-
399-4887.

DUPLEX, upper 1 bdrm., lower 2
bdrm., across from Highland Golf
Course; utilities included; $800-
$950; 651-338-4905.

16xx ASHLAND. Merriam Park 3
bdrm. upper duplex. No smoking.
$1,075/mo. 763-913-1395.

CONDO. LAUDERDALE. 2 BR, 2
BA, garage, fireplace, new carpet,
paint, some new appls., tennis
court, pool, overlooks UofM Golf
Course; $1,095 + util.; furnished or
unfurnished; Mick, 651-248-5651.

BEAUTIFUL SUNNY 2 bdrm.
condo overlooking Linwood Park.
New kitchen and bath, secure at-
tached garage, on busline. 875
St. Clair, $1,375/mo. includes heat.
651-222-3903.

GRAND. 719 Hague. 1 BR, deck,
carpeted, CA, laundry, storage,
parking. No pets. $615 + util. 612-
309-4919.

REMODELED UPPER duplex, 1
bdrm. $595/mo. includes util. 2072
Mohawk. No smoking/pets. 651-
254-5721.

MAC-GROVELAND, 2 BR side by
side duplex, near river, 2142 Palace
Ave. Hdwd. floors, natural wood-
work, own basement, washer/dryer,
fenced yard, garage, smaller pets
ok. $1,050/mo. 651-699-6162.

FOR RENT COMMERCIAL

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+ per-
son office space available immedi-
ately. Ideal for consultants,
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent
shops & parking. From $250.
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext.
31, or Sue, ext. 32.

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace,
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call
Alison, 651-647-5722.

OFFICE SPACE. Highland Village,
900 sq. ft. of first floor office space;
ready to move in; 670 S. Cleveland
Ave. Call 651-698-3828

UNIVERSITY & VANDALIA, 10,000
sq. ft.or 5000 sq. ft. offices. Two floor
atrium, free parking, close to free-
way. Great exposure. Great space.
Mick, 651-248-5651

OFFICE SPACE.Primehistoricloca-
tion.Ramaley Professional Building,
658 Grand Ave. Two offices, confer-
enceroom, receptionarea.Available
immediately. Contact Mike, 612-
805-7543.

GREAT LOCATION, great space,
affordable prices. Move-in special! 2
offices & virtual presence available
in Baker Court Bldg. Near 280/94.
Ample free parking. Receptionist &
office equipment available. Share
space with 4 attorneys. Carey
Thuente, 651-641-8664.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: LARGE BLACK male cat
with 4 white paws & white chest;
near Lexington South & Vista on
Nov. 11. Reward. 651-699-6927.

LOST: ALL WHITE cat. Gold eyes,
deaf with six tows on front feet.
Reward of $50. Call Bonnie or
Steve, 651-698-2603.

ervice Directory

MERRIAM PARK

PAINTING =~

¢ Interior-Exterior Painting
¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic.
o Wallpapering  “ine
Call Ed, 651224-3660 ¥/
Call Norm, 651208-7294

(651)603-8802

Lic. #8C-20425095

+ Handyman
No job too small.
Hiz-Hand Company

L €73 all Carl 651-755-4344

DECKS

REMODELING

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free We can  put the Show
estimates, year-round service. inyour @lace
65,\}N7LZ Zg§£§!4 SHOWPLACE, Inc.
[TTI I LI I I Tl Dunpreider 051-429-1317 s
WOOD FLOORS AGME

COVERS

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

* REPAIRS

© RESTORATION

© KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELS

o NEW
CONSTRUCTION

* BOILER

REPLACEMENT

%1699-2725

62 HAMLINE AV. S. ST. PAUL

We're
Professional
“We Do It Right”

CoverMyRadiator

651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Installed ~ Refinished
Maintenance-free and ““sr Aerfrdaede199_1 Flooer Iorflife sear SNOWPLOWI"G
Cedar decking %6 ‘b c f°'i:“e “""‘°i‘:'i”a" floor ALLEYS & PARKING LOTS
~ Call for estimates ~ Home Works Inc. u:522|21 _(?505:-;“9 RESIDENTIAL
Keller Residential, Inc. 651-646-5404|  porpreyrearrwrorsrrgrererrvrrrs Greg Kiuse 25 years service o5 221-0452
FIREPLACES & HEARTHS, FOUNDATION Bathrooms :
WALLS, BASEMENT SLABS, STRUCTURAL SABO ,BI'BGTR,IG Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 5 Chlmney Sweep
g
REPAIRS, PLASTER, TAPING, PAINTING, R651derslt1al-R(li_n(t)vanon Tile, Sink & Countertops " [nspection
CARPENTRY, pecialis —7% .
29 YEARS EXP. LicensedeBondedeInsured WE’ =l=] Eg@zg %gnge%:a;;s
i WEST METRO EAST METRO T > -
CURT .-:698-4743 v 651698-6491 i 952-451-3900  651-714-2303 LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVIGES
______ELECTRIC |
CUSTOM £ | cEw . St Croix
RA NORTH STAR PLUMBING .
AND HEATING CO. INC. Electnic, Tuc. ‘C\'. 5 TREE SERVICE

e Residential
e Commercial
e Remodels

Serving the East Metro Area Since 1974

Local Rep. Chris Muehleck —

e Industrial

e Service Upgrades Mac Groveland Resident
ISA Certified Arborist
FREE ES];ILMATES U of MN B.S. Urban Forestry
aniel Lew
owner/master electrician 65 1'770'3744

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

612-801-5364

cmuehleck @stcroixtreeservice.com
www.stcroixtreeservice.com

Nilles

MUSKA
ELECTRIC :
Builders, Inc.

COMPANY

oElectrical Residential 52_5_ Ohio St.
Service Ulrgrudes - Roofing
*New Homes « Siding
oAlterations  Remodeling
oAdditions *Repairs *Concrete
*Pools & Hot Tubs *Garages o0
Lic./Bonded/Insured c222-8701
kp@muskaelectric.com www.nillesbuilders.com
651-639-5116 - -

SINONX/

A z PLOWING
Sl sHOVELING
STUCCO « RE-STUCCO Tree Trimmin
Plastering Firewood - P

or delivered

Call NOW
to Reserve.
WES & DAVE'S

www.kunzstucco.com / LAWN CARE
Bob Kunz winvic#20s02837 558 651291-1287

New Construction/Remodels

~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed ¢ Bonded e Insured)

(651) 4592079

Larry’s Painting
e Exterior *Spray Ceilings «Paper Hanging
e Interior e Texture Ceilings and Walls e Drywall
e Skim Coating *Water Damage <Knock Down

Complaint free record at 651 2 2 2 -4 2 2 z

Insured
Free Estimates

/,\\

BAC Construction Services ILILC
dba
< Banner Roofing « Award Exteriors  Champion Chimney &

612-721-2000

the Better Business Bureau
r-----------------1

1 Restoring Furniture to 1

1 Beauty and Elegance 1

! UPHOLSTERY SPECIAL
15% Off Labor - 20% For Seniors

Present this coupon at time of order.

|

|

1

|

1 Guaranteed Excellence in Workmanship
| * Free Estimates

I ¢ In Home Fabric Selection

. e Showroom & Guided Tour

|
k

617 South Snelling « 651-698-1707

customcrafteduphincqwestdex.com

rMake your home warm & bright for the holidaysn

95 Years in Business Satisfaction Guaranteed
Carpentry & Wood Repairs
e Free Estimcles

MERRIAM PARK PAINTING
Call Ed at 651-224-3660 or Norm at 651-208-7294 o Josh at 612—816-1411J

k Licensed, Bonded & Insured

First Class
GARAGES 1.

Detached & Attached
612.221.7374

Free Estimates

LICENSED - BONDED * INSURED MN STATE LIC.#20425137

DESIGN e« BUILD

651.699.7654

www.dtmremodeling.com

DESIGN DRIVEN REMODELING

LOWER LEVELS

ADDITIONS KITCHENS BATHROOMS




RWK Results

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results

Located at the corner of Lexington & Grand

1071 Grand Ave,

Crocus Hill Office
651-251-4800

Located in the Highland Bank Building

2100 Ford Pkwy

Highland Office
651-698-8006

The Redl Estate Leaders

Your Experienced Real
Estate Professionals

www.minnesotahomes.com

= R

Overlooking the River
1605 E River Pkwy.: Beautiful Arts
& Crafts 2-story w/hdwd. floors,
new kit. w/cherry cabinets & gran-
ite, 4 BRs, 2 baths, 3-car gar. onlarge
lot overlooking the Mississippi!

651696-0855 $659,900

Bob Reidell

Town & Country

2530 Beverly Rd.: Situated on a
rivate wooded lot, this wonderful
ome offers 3 BRs, vaulted ceilings,

large rec room and huge deck &

patio! www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855  $329,900

Bob Reidell

Incredible New 2-Story!
1745 Lansford Lane.: New con-
struction. 4-BR, 4-bath w/red birch
floors & alder woodwork, stunning
gourmet kit., 2 FPs, huge master
suite. www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855  $799,900

Bob Reidell

Irvine Park!

1A Trvine Park: Exceptional con-
dominium w/woodburning FP,
vaulted ceilings, 2 BRs, and views
of both downtown St. Paul & Irvine
Park. www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855 $214,900

Bob Reidell

Charming Bungalow!

1172 Marshall Ave.: Spacious 1}5-
story w/3 BRs, 2 baths, hdwd.
floors, huge fin. expansion, sun
room & fenced-in yard, patio & 2-
car gar. www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855 $239,900

Bob Reidell

Spectacular 3-Story!

1621 Summit Ave.: 4 finished levels,
4 BRs, 5 baths, hardwood floors,
fireplace, eat-in kitchen w/granite
& stainless appliances & 2 master
suites! www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855  $759,900

Bob Reidell

Premiere Offering!

181 Woodlawn Ave.: Picture-per-
fect 2-story w/4 BRs, 4 baths, sun
room, hdwd. floors, modern kitch-
en & baths, FP & 4 finished levels!
www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855 $849,900

Bob Reidell

Captivating 2+ Story

1990 Merriam Ln.: 4-BR brick & stuc-
co vintage home, beautiful wooded
lot overlooking quiet Merriam Park,
lots of character, new custom kit.,
patio. www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855  $515,000

Bob Reidell

Build Your Dream Home!
2004 Lower St. Dennis Rd.: Nearly
2-acre private wooded setting, op-
ortunity to renovate this distinctive
'50s ranch-style or build your dream
home! www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855  $650,000

Bob Reidell

Charming 2-Story!

58 N. Griggs St.: Spacious 2-BR, 2-
bath with FP, hdwd. floors, natural
wdwk., huge 3-season porch & sun-
drenched kit. w/granite countertops.
www.bobreidell.com

651696-0855 $259,900

Bob Reidell

Sold! Sold! Sold!

Intoday's competetive marketa pro-
fesionally prepared home is a must.
What to do¢ Where to start¢ We can
help. To see what would maximize
your home for resale, call...

651699-9000

Don Peterson

Results

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results

Amazing Renovation!

Call today to see this fantastic 4-BR,
3-bath home featuring all of the
original old world charm plus a new
kitchen & central airl More info at:
www.scottbrownlee.com

651335-4861 $674,900

Scott Brownlee

What a Steal!

Sun-filled 2-story condo in beautiful
Emerald Gardens project! Stylish up-
§rades, 2 private balconies & perfect
ocation! Furnishings can stay -- bet-
ter than new! 2 BRs & 2 baths.

651646-2100  $225,000

Beth
Richardson

Everything's Done!

Remodeled Midway 2-story. Noth-
inig more for you to do but move
in! Gorgeous combo of old world
charm & modern updates! Must

see this kitchen! 3 BRs & 2 baths.
651646-2100 $195,000

Beth
Richardson

Stunning Newer Kitchen
2160 Goodrich Ave.: Exceptional
3-BR, 1920s home. Sunny & bright
with main floor sunroom, LR & FP,
formal DR, beautiful yard & gazebo.
Pix at www.normgeiger.com

651696-0866  $399,900

Norm Geiger

If you're planning to buy or sell...

Rely on the experience of SUE DRUDE NOYES
to start you on the right track!

Sellers

Buyers

o Sue offers 4 marketing plans... You make the choice!

e Let Sue negotiate the lowest price for maximum growth!
e Stop paying rent and secure your financial future!

Free Buyer Seminar Every Saturday @ 10AM! ®

To register or for more info contact David Noyes Jr. @
651-256-7410 or email dnoyesjr@minnesotahomes.com

ue Drude Noyes
651-256-7400

www.sdnrealestate.com

RWK Results

North St. Anthony Pk.

Cute & cozy, in excellent condi-
tion! 3+ BRs, hardwood floors,
central air, large wooded lots, lots
of room for a garage. Pix and info at
www.stevetownley.com

651698-1000 $249,900

Steve Townley

New List Sold at 1st Open
5424 45th Ave. So., listed & sold
by Dick Voss. 4 BRs, all red brick
home located behind VA hospital.
Call Dick to market your home! He
will do the best for you!

651696-0899

Dick Voss

Fabulous New Listing
Wonderful 2+ BR, 2-bath town-
home in Roseville! Great location,
close to both downtowns & shop-
ping! 2-car garage, gas FP, private
patio & more! l(§86 ]%ovel[ Ave.

651251-4876  $209,900

Elizabeth Day

Results

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results

Must See All Redone!

Don't miss this incredible property.
3 newly finished floors, new granite
& cherry kit., 4 BRs, 2 new baths, all
new FR plus nat'l wdwk, built-ins,
hdwd. floors throughout!

651256-7400

Sue Drude Noyes

Sold in Two Days!

Prepare your home for the market &
itwill selll Sue offers professional ad-
vice & complimentary staging! Call
for a free consult on pricing, staging
& choosing the right market!

651256-7400

Sue Drude Noyes

Home for the Holidays
Snuggle in this 4-BR, 4-bath home
on a stunning wooded 3.6-acre lot
all at your fingertips right in town.
Enjoy summers by the pool and
tennis court. Great value!

$800s

651696-0879

Colleen
Langford
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