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By Jason Phelps

Swimmers have had a long love-hate relationship with chlo-
rine. Sure, the oxidant keeps the water in public pools clean, 
but that cleanliness comes at a price. Besides having a pun-

gent smell, chlorine has been known to turn swimmers’ eyes 
red, make their hair brittle and leave their skin feeling clammy. 
However, all that could be changing with the introduction of 
sphagnum moss.

The city of St. Paul started using sphagnum (pronounced 
SFAG-nuhm) moss as a natural filter at two of its public pools this 
summer. The experiment began at the Highland Park Aquatic 
Center at the beginning of the outdoor swimming season. After 
a month of clear water and less chemical use there, the moss was 
installed in the pools at the Oxford Community Center.

Immediately, “my complaints about water quality went to 
zero,” said Lynn Waldorf, aquatics supervisor for the city of St. 
Paul. A veteran competitive swimmer, Waldorf could not believe 
the new clarity and color of the pools’ water. “It’s been fabulous,” 
she said.

Waldorf had been involved in discussions early this year about 
building a new pool in Como Park to replace the aging outdoor 
facility that closed a year ago. A common theme among Como 
pool users was a desire for fewer chemicals in the water. Around 
the same time, Mayor Chris Coleman was asking city employees 
for any ideas that they might have for making St. Paul more en-
vironmentally sensitive.

By Jane McClure

Six blocks of Snelling Avenue could have a land-
scaped median a year from now as a result of 
the St. Paul City Council’s unanimous approval 

of the project following a public hearing that drew 
about 30 equally ardent supporters and opponents. 

Construction of the 10-foot-wide median between 
St. Clair and Grand avenues is expected to begin in 
the spring of 2010. The $1,268,750 project is being 
paid for with $543,750 from Macalester College, 
$475,000 from the federal government and $250,000 
from the Minnesota Department of Transportation. 
Macalester, whose campus lies just west of the me-
dian, has also agreed to maintain the median’s plants 
and trees.

“This has been a very difficult and very polar-
izing issue,” said Ward 3 City Council member Pat 
Harris. The median as currently designed does not 
address all of his concerns, he said. For example, he 
worries that there will be an increase in traffic cutting 
through the neighborhood to the east of Snelling and 
that customer access to the shops of Lincoln Com-
mons at Snelling and Lincoln avenues will be com-
promised.

Miracle moss clears the water in city pools
Natural filter supplants the 
need for so much chlorine

St. Paul aquatics supervisor Lynn Waldorf points out the 
canisters of sphagnum moss that line the pool filtration 
room at the Oxford Community Center.  PhOtO by brad Stauffer
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schools open new year with lessons in preventing the flu

MIracLE MOSS  c�

By Kevin Driscoll

State health officials were expecting it. Lo-
cal schools were preparing for it. And 
sure enough, last week, just a week after 

classes started in most Minnesota schools, the 
state Department of Health announced that 
the incidence of flu-like illnesses in Minne-
sota was “widespread,” meaning that cases of 
the illness have been reported in at least half 
of the state’s regions.

As of September 16, more than 30 schools in 
the state had reported a significant incidence 
of flu-like illnesses among students, according 

to the health department. The state health de-
partment has asked schools to notify it when-
ever 5 percent or more of their students are 
absent, or whenever three or more elementa-
ry students in the same classroom are absent, 
because of possible flu-like symptoms.

Although not all of the flu-like illnesses be-
ing reported are believed to be novel H1N1 
flu (aka swine flu), officials think that strain 
of the flu, which first appeared last spring, is 
playing a significant role in the outbreak.

Administrators at schools across the Villager 
area have been taking precautions. “It’s just an 
uncertain situation,” said Patrick Lofton, prin-
cipal at St. Thomas More (formerly St. Luke’s) 
Grade School at 1065 Summit Ave.“There’s 
genuine concern, but nobody knows what’s 
really going to happen.”

In the first week of school, teachers at St. 
Thomas More spent “considerable time dem-
onstrating to students the proper techniques 
of hand washing,” Lofton said. Thirty new 
timed faucets were installed over the summer 
in lavatories throughout the school, he added. 
Large containers of hand sanitizer were also 
ordered for each classroom, and desks, key-
boards, doorknobs and other surfaces are be-
ing disinfected regularly. “We’re also planning 
on having parents who are health care profes-
sionals visit classrooms to reinforce the skills 
that teachers are demonstrating,” Lofton said. 

Elementary teachers in the St. Paul Public 
Schools have been giving students lessons in 
handwashing, according to Ann Hoxie, the 
school district’s assistant director for Student 
Health and Wellness. “But that’s nothing dif-

ferent than we do every year,” she said. This 
year teachers are also stressing the importance 
of keeping hands away from the mouth, nose 
or eyes, she said.  

Highland Park High School held assem-
blies for each grade on each of the first four 
days of school, according to principal Nancy 
Katzmarek. “We went over the situation with 
them and stressed the importance of care in 
handwashing, sharing of food and drink, and 
recognizing flu symptoms,” she said. “In their 
advisories, teachers are also helping students 
understand flu symptoms and what they can 
do to protect themselves.”

Katzmarek said she is “concerned about 
how fast the flu can spread and that students 

rise in flu-like illnesses is 
attributed to h1N1 virus

H1N1 FLU  c�
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However, Harris, who grew up on Good­
rich Avenue just east of Snelling, is also hope­
ful that any problems that crop up can be re­
solved. “It was a challenge crossing Snelling 
(when he was a youngster),” he said, “and it’s 
worse now.”

The median will make Snelling safer for 
pedestrians and motorists, supporters said. 
“I cross Snelling every day on foot or bicycle,” 
said Joan Pasuik of Macalester­Groveland. 
“Sometimes it’s uneventful and sometimes it’s 
terrifying.”

“Snelling Avenue is simply unsafe for pe­
destrians to cross,” said Osceola Avenue resi­
dent Nancy Wiens. And it’s not practical for 
pedestrians to walk to Grand or St. Clair to 
cross at the stoplights, she added.

“It’s way too convenient now to drive a 
semi­trailer 50 miles per hour down Snelling,” 
said Ossian Orr, who lives near Snelling and 
Portland Avenue where two pedestrians were 
struck and killed by vehicles in recent years.

Barb Thoman, co­director of the St. Paul­
based Transit for Livable Communities, 
agreed. “Snelling is a problem for pedestri­
ans and bicyclists,” she said. “The median 
will make Snelling less of a state highway and 
more of a St. Paul main street.”

The city has been working on the median 

project for the past four years with represen­
tatives of Macalester, MnDOT and the Ma­
calester­Groveland Community Council. Ac­
cording to Dave Pasuik of the district council’s 
Transportation Committee, 79 percent of the 
people who have submitted comments to the 
district council on the project support it.

Median opponents at the public hear­
ing questioned its effectiveness at slowing or 
calming traffic and making the avenue safer 
for pedestrians. Snelling, a state trunk high­
way, carries more than 25,000 vehicles per day 
and, median or not, will continue to be one of 
the few north­south truck routes in that part 
of St. Paul.

The median will have openings for turning 
vehicles at Osceola, Goodrich and Lincoln av­
enues. Lincoln, currently a one­way for west­
bound vehicles only, will be made two­way 
for the half block east of Snelling, allowing 
vehicles traveling south on Snelling to turn 
east onto Lincoln or make a U­turn and head 
north on Snelling to the Lincoln Commons 
parking lot. Lincoln will also be narrowed 
mid­block between Snelling and Saratoga to 
discourage traffic from continuing east be­
yond the alley.

Sue Mellenhaus, who lives on Osceola 
east of Snelling, was one of several speakers 
to question the safety of allowing U­turns at 
Snelling and Lincoln. “The thought of it just 
makes me cringe,” she said. “Osceola will also 
get more traffic with the median and we won’t 
see the benefits.”

Transit rider Cheryl Talbot said that buses 
on Snelling already have to slam on their 
brakes to avoid hitting jaywalkers. “By build­
ing a median on Snelling, it’s only going to get 
worse,” she said.

“Please don’t chase after this project just 
because the money is available,” Goodrich 
resident Phil Jacobs asked the City Council. 
Instead of building a median, he said, the city 
should be doing more to enforce traffic laws 
on Snelling, and Macalester College should be 
doing more to alleviate the parking conges­

tion it causes in the adjacent neighborhood.
Jane Prince spoke against the project as a 

representative of the Coastal Seafoods shop in 
Lincoln Commons. Lincoln Commons own­
ers Ross Fefercorn and Jim Gelderman also 
testified against the median. According to 
Gelderman, the plan to remove the left­turn 
lane on Snelling mid­block between Grand 
and Lincoln will “kill” the commercial ten­
ants of Lincoln Commons. Fefercorn agreed. 
According to him, those businesses could lose 
20 percent or more of their gross revenue if 
access from southbound Snelling is blocked.

Fefercorn reminded the City Council that 
Lincoln Commons has benefitted from the 
left­turn lane on southbound Snelling from 
the beginning. That turn lane became even 
more important, he said, when access to Lin­
coln Commons’ parking lot from the alley 
was lost. If the city is going to take away the 
left­turn lane, Fefercorn said, “at least give us 
our alley access back.”

City officials met with Fefercorn and Gel­
derman last week to discuss customer access 
at Lincoln Commons. Their small shopping 
center has been banned from using the alley 
behind it since the early 1990s when a fight 
over alley access went all the way to the City 
Council. The council ruled in favor of an ad­
jacent property owner at that time and against 
Lincoln Commons’ owners.

Train Movies At the Riverview!
Sept. 26 at 10:30 am.  Note the New Start Time!

Admission is free.  Get your free tickets from Choo Choo Bob’s.
Bring a non-perishable food item for the Midway Food Shelf!
We have collected almost 1500 lbs food already this year!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

New Story Times with Engineer Paul!
Sat. Oct. 3     Tues. Oct. 6     Tues. Oct. 20

Story Time always starts at 10:00 am
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WE HAVE THE BEST BIRTHDAY
PARTY ROOM IN TOWN!

Celebrate Your Child’s Birthday in our Private Party Room!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2050 Marshall Ave.   St. Paul     651-646-5252     M-F  10-8    Sat  10-6    Sun 11-5
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651-436-3000
licensed & insured

   “Leaf Proof ™

     your seamless gutters”

ROOFING TOO!

aren’t taking the threat seriously enough.” 
Katzmarek’s daughter contracted the H1N1 
virus this summer. “High school students 
are young and probably feel it can’t happen 
to them,” she said. “I felt that way at that age. 
But my daughter is an otherwise extremely 
healthy young woman in her early 20s, and 
she had to see a doctor twice. I really couldn’t 
leave her side for four or five days.”

When classes opened this fall at Cretin­
Derham Hall, students were greeted with 
posters imploring them to “cover your cough” 
and “wash your hands,” according to associate 
principal Laurie Jennrich. “We’ve sent a let­
ter home and posted the letter on our website 
asking parents to teach their children to wash 
their hands often, not to share personal items 
and to cover their coughs and sneezes with 
tissues,” she said. The letter also asked parents 
not to send their children to school if they are 
sick and warned that children who are found 
to be sick at school will be sent home.

Flu symptoms include fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, 
headache, chills and fatigue. The novel H1N1 
flu has also been known to cause vomiting 

and diarrhea. People who have these symp­
toms are being asked to stay home for at least 
24 hours after their fever is completely gone 

without the aid of any fever­reducing medica­
tion, including aspirin.

So far, the effects of the H1N1 flu have not 

been as severe as feared when it first appeared 
last spring. In most cases, people can recover 
from the flu at home without seeing a doctor, 
according to state health officials. However, 
individuals who are at a high risk of severe ill­
ness or complications from the flu should talk 
to their doctor about what they ought to do 
if they are exposed to the flu or develop flu 
symptoms. Those who may be at high risk in­
clude children under 5 years old, people over 
65 years old, pregnant women and people 
with medical conditions such as asthma, dia­
betes, heart or lung disease, or neurologic or 
neuromuscular disorders.

Antiviral medications are frequently used 
to treat high­risk patients who come down 
with the flu, state officials said, but they need 
to be given to the patients promptly to be 
most effective. People who do develop severe 
flu symptoms should seek medical care at 
once. It is also important to ensure that sick 
people have enough fluids to drink. Aspirin or 
medications containing aspirin should not be 
given to anyone age 18 and under with flu­like 
symptoms.

For more information about the flu, call the 
Minnesota Department of Health at 651­201­
5414 or visit www.mdhflu.com.
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While classmate Nick Beaudette (left) waits his turn, Alex Mohs and his 1st-grade class-
mates their hands prior to lunch at St. Thomas More School.  phoTo By BrAd STAuffer
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question the safety of 
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Snelling and Lincoln: 
“The thought of it just 

makes me cringe.”
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Tudor Villa Style
1883 Summit: Here is the perfect 
family home, sunny, large rooms 
opening to glorious 80x218' fenced 
yard. 4 floors of wonderful space, 
great kit. & baths, in prime location.

651 225-3903 $935,000

Sunny Mid-Century
New list! Oversized picture window, 
stone FP, hardwood floors & open, 
cheerful floor plan. 3 BRs, 2 baths 
up, large eat-in kitchen & finished 
lower level. 1667 Beechwood.

651 225-3903 $399,900

Glorious River Views
New list! See the river, downtown 
skyline & classy Irvine Park & Cathe-
dral from this open, airy 2-level condo 
w/3 BRs, den, FP, deck & porches. 
Walk downtown. 56 Irvine Park.

651 225-3903 $379,900

A Fabulous Buy
2182 Fairmount Ave.: This 3-BR, 2-
bath home is located in the heart of 
King's Maple Wood. Great 1st floor 
family room. Needs updating. Make 
an offer!

651 225-3921 $359,000

Architectural Jewel
1565 Edgcumbe Rd.: Simply a time 
capsule of Deco excellence. A fabu-
lous opportunity for a buyer to make 
this home into a masterpiece of Art 
Deco design.

651 225-3921 $795,000

The Jared Howe House
Unique in every way. Fabulous stair-
way, wdwk., leaded glass & fixtures. 
Vintage carriage house, huge lot. So 
much potential for the imaginative 
buyer. 455 Grand Ave.

651 206-2820 $539,000

Classic Brownstone
Three-story row house w/4BRs, 4 
baths, 3 FPs, beautiful orginal wood-
work & hardwood floors. Elevator, 
2 car garage plus 1-BR garden apt. 
591 Summit Ave.

651 206-2820 $699,000

Mac-Grove 2-Story
Well maintained stucco home in a 
great loc. LR w/FP, formal DR, big 
eat-in kit. & ½ bath on main floor. 4 
BRs & full bath up. LL FR, front porch, 
deck, 2-car gar. 2140 Wellesley.

651 206-2820 $329,000

4 BRs, 2 Full Baths
1½-story Highland home. Large LR 
w/FP. Formal DR w/walk-out to patio. 
Kit w/stainless appl. 2 BRs & full ce-
ramic bath on each level. Hdwd. 
floors throughout. 1968 Montreal.

651 206-2820 $279,000

Must See This Beauty
Gorgeous Dutch Colonial in the heart 
of Mac-Grove. French windows, 
hdwd. floors, Andersen French doors 
open to inviting backyard deck area. 
2 BRs, 2 baths, 2-car garage.

651 225-3931 $299,900

MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
735 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434

edinarealty.com

6 Months Free HOA Dues
225 9th St. #509: DT St. Paul, lg. 1+ 
BR loft/condo w/walls of windows, 
great light/views w/open floor plan. 
Gas FP, kit. island & 1-car gar. Walk 
to river, parks & Farmer's Market.

651 485-0104 $179,900

Condo With Garage
This place has it all! Lovely unit with 
fresh paint, vaulted beamed ceil-
ings, 4 skylights, fireplace, private 
deck, and garage. All just steps to 
restaurants.

612 750-3478 $199,900

Amazing Views
Fabulous downtown location for this 
condo in DT Minneapolis. With new 
kitchen, new baths, fireplace, hard-
wood floors and an assigned parking 
space. Walk everywhere.

612 750-3478 $149,922

Mac-Grove Cutie!
384 Hamline: This thoughtfully up-
dated 2-story has beatiful interior 
wdwk., tall ceilings, 3 BRs up, 1 bath, 
fabulous front porch & deep gardens. 
CAC & new Andersen windows!

651 485-0104 $229,900

2-BR Highland Condo
1034 Cleveland #308: Great value for 
this 2-BR/2-bath top floor unit just a 
couple blocks to the Village. Gas FP, 
large porch, underground gar., new 
windows. $291/mo. dues incl. heat.

651 485-0104 $144,900

Brand New Listing!
2091 Stanford: Complete renovation! 
Beautiful woodwork, new kitchen, 
new bath, wonderful location and 
lower level family room! Virtual tour 
at: www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $335,000

Open Sunday 1-3
1634 Portland: Traditional 2-story, 

4-BR near Macalester College. 
Stunning NEW kitchen & 2 

baths. Screen porch.

$670,000
651-690-8456

Open Sunday 1-3
2236 Bent Tree: Stunning 2-story on 

cul-de-sac. 4 BRs, 4 baths, new 
granite kit., screen porch, 3-car 

gar., new roof, furnace & AC.

$479,900
651-690-8456

Stunning Renovation!
1894 Selby: "American 4-Square" 
w/stunning woodwork, leaded win-
dows, high-end bathrooms, designer 
kitchen and so much more!  Tour at 
www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $589,900

Stylish English Tudor
2087 Hartford: Richly appointed 
Tudor with 4 BRs, oversized lot, fire-
place and lower level family room! 
Virtual tour at:
www.BradPalecek.com.

651 225-3923 $475,000

Crocus Hill Condo
Wonderful main floor condo. Beautiful 
hdwd. floors, original wdwk. & built-in 
buffet. Updated ceramic bath w/in-
floor heat. Gas, FP, 3-season porch, 
in-unit laundry. 42 St. Albans #1.

651 470-4045 $249,900

Gorgeous Condo!
Cleveland Commons: Premiere city 
condo. Fabulous tree top views, just 
blocks from the river & Village. 2 BRs, 
2 baths, LR w/gas FP, gourmet kit., 
DR, underground parking.

651 335-1103 $289,000

Breathtaking River Views!
Riverain Condo offers stunning views 
of the river. Truly spectacular, reno-
vated w/2 BRs, 2 baths, LR, DR, FP, 
porch w/built-in grill, updated eat-in 
kitchen, underground parking.

651 335-1103 $374,900

Kevin O'Brien Kevin O'Brien Kevin O'Brien Kevin O'Brien

NEW LIST

Mary Lisenfeld

Mary Hardy Mary Hardy Mary Hardy Mary Gallivan

Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Sarah Wilkey Phyllis Salmen Phyllis Salmen

NEW LIST

NEW LIST

Brad Palecek Brad Palecek Brad Palecek

Cari Ann Carter Cari Ann Carter

Mary Gallivan

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Jeff Simek

Affordable Health Insurance
for Individuals and Families
Small Group plans available too

Get a free, no-obligation quote today!
www.MinneapolisFinancialConsultants.com

651.405.9105
Assurant Health is the brand name for products underwritten and issued by 
Time Insurance Company. J-70423 © 2009 Assurant, Inc. All rights reserved.
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No other discounts apply

*Offer applies to pre-paid orders dropped 
off and picked up by customer. 

25% Off 
on Cleaning*

Hours: M-F: 8-5, Sat: 8-1
651-646-9641

V

Plant location: across Marshall Ave.
Bridge at 43rd and E. Lake St.
www.americanruglaundry.com

It’s like sending your rug to a spa™

ASK ABOUT OUR PET ODOR OUT PROCESS

Cleaning and Restoring Oriental Rugs Since 1895.

SALE ENDS
September 30

Making Smiles
Grand for 

Twenty Years

Grand Avenue
Dental

Dental Care
for the Whole
Family

Council upholds PPL’s appeal for new housing on West 7th

By Jane McClure

Project for Pride in Living (PPL) will be 
allowed to construct a 44-unit apart-
ment building in Highland Park after 

all, the St. Paul City Council decided on Sep-
tember 9. The council unanimously upheld an 
appeal that day by PPL and granted two vari-
ances that had earlier been denied by the city’s 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).

The vote came after months of controversy 
over the project, which would be built at West 
7th and Springfield streets near the base of 
the Snelling Avenue hill. Supporters said the 
building would bring needed affordable hous-
ing to the neighborhood. Opponents said the 
project is too large for the site and raised con-
cerns about traffic, parking and crime.

Construction of the $12 million building 
is expected to start next year. PPL first plans 
to demolish a video rental business and five 
homes to make way for the development. The 
three-story building would provide affordable 
housing for low-income people, including 10 
units for families who are transitioning out of 
homelessness. It would also provide support 
services and indoor activity space as well as 

a small outdoor playground. There would be 
11 outdoor parking spaces for guests and 55 
underground spaces for residents. 

A lot-size variance was needed because a 
minimum of 2 acres is required and the site is 
only 1.23 acres. A second variance was need-
ed for a parking lot along Benson Avenue. A 
minimum 25-foot setback is required and a 4-
foot setback is proposed. The site is currently 
zoned for multi-family residential use, so no 
zoning change was required. 

BZA staff recommended approval of the 
variances, citing the property’s unique cir-
cumstances and the difficulty of meeting the  
2-acre lot size requirement. The lot size was 
a major factor for those BZA members who 
voted to deny the variances. The Highland 
District Council, which held six public meet-
ings on the project, also recommended denial 
of the variances.

“We’ve won plenty of support, but not from 
everyone,” said PPL executive director Steve 
Cramer. He said the public meetings resulted 
in several changes to the project, including a 
reduction in the number of apartment units 
from 48 to 44.

The City Council found that the BZA erred 
when it denied the variances. A formal reso-
lution outlining the errors is to be adopted by 
the council at a later date.

“It’s a challenging project and a challenging 

issue,” said Ward 3 council member Pat Har-
ris. He argued that the variances should be 
granted because the type of affordable hous-
ing and the level of density proposed by PPL 
are goals of the Shepard-Davern Small Area 
Plan, a document that governs land-use deci-
sion in that part of the Highland Park neigh-
borhood.

The 2-acre minimum lot size requirement 
was proposed to discourage piecemeal rede-
velopment in the Shepard-Davern area and 
encourage more open space. However, some 
council members questioned whether any-
thing new could ever be built in the neighbor-
hood given that restriction.

Much of the testimony on the appeal cen-
tered on whether or not PPL had made suf-
ficient efforts to buy more property in order 
to reach the minimum lot size. Cramer said 
PPL tried to buy more property, but that one 
neighbor in a key location wanted too much 
money for his home.

The project generated stacks of letters and 
petitions to City Council members from both 
sides of the issue. Members of faith-based 
organizations and housing advocacy groups 
turned out to support the project. 

“We think this project will bring a really 
great enhancement to the community,” said 
Vic Rosenthal, executive director of Jewish 
Community Action and chair of the Temple 

of Aaron’s Social Justice Committee.
“There’s a dire need for us to have quality 

housing,” said Stewart Avenue resident Kelly 
Jones Hicks. She initially opposed the project, 
but became a supporter after a friend fac-
ing financial hardship turned to subsidized,  
Section 8 housing.

Richard Strimling, a 36-year Davern Ave-
nue resident, said enhancement of the Shepa-
rd-Davern area would continue with the PPL 
project. “I’m absolutely for it because the city 
needs it and the city welcomes it,” he said.

However, Highland resident Bill Rosen-
bloom said the neighborhood has “over-
whelmingly” voiced opposition to the project. 
The council was presented with a petition 
with signatures from 110 businesses and resi-
dents opposed to PPL’s plan.

Neighbor Chandra Gruber accused PPL of 
misrepresenting its efforts to acquire enough 
property for the development. She said there 
are already plenty of buildings in the area that 
provide affordable housing and added that 
the project would be too dense and would 
not provide enough play area for the children 
who will live there. 

HDC board member Paul Krech said the 
PPL review process was unfair to the neigh-
borhood. He said the project was “shoved 
down the neighborhood’s throat” and that the 
proposed site was not a good location.

Decision overturns BZA’s 
denial of two variances 

Commission gives go-ahead for new Walgreens in Highland

By Jane McClure

Walgreens’ plan to construct a new 
pharmacy at the northeast corner 
of Ford Parkway and Finn Street 

was approved by the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission on September 18 on an 11-6 vote. 
Unless it is appealed to the St. Paul City Coun-
cil, the Planning Commission’s decision ends 
the months-long controversy over Walgreens’ 
entrance into Highland Village.

Walgreens intends to build a 9,483-square-
foot drug store on the site of the Party City 
store and a former Oasis gas station and con-
venience store. The fact that the Walgreens 
would be a non-union shop located right next 
door to a Snyders drug store whose employ-
ees are unionized had fueled the opposition 

to the development.
Opponents of the project say the neighbor-

hood does not need another drug store, with 
Snyders, Prairie Stone and Fairview Clinic all 
operating pharmacies within a block of the 
site. Supporters note that Walgreens is a legal 
use for the site, the city cannot dictate what 
type of business locates there and a new drug 
store is preferable to the vacant and fire-dam-
aged gas station that currently occupies the 
site.

Walgreens would tear down the two build-
ings and erect a new brick and stone build-
ing on the eastern half of the site. A 41-space 
parking lot would occupy the western half 
with a driveway on Ford and a driveway on 
Finn.

The Planning Commission’s Zoning Com-
mittee had postponed a vote on Walgreens’ 
site plan earlier this summer, asking for a more 
detailed traffic study. According to commis-
sioner Steve Gordon, studies have shown that 

Walgreens will have an impact on local traffic 
and could contribute to unsafe conditions for 
motorists and pedestrians. Gordon also cited 
design guidelines that recommend that new 
commercial buildings be located at corners 
rather than midblock. Gordon questioned 
why the site plan drawn up by the United 
Food and Commercial Workers union, which 
put the new Walgreens at the Ford-Finn cor-
ner, could not be adopted.

The traffic studies for the Walgreens site, 
which were paid for by Walgreens, done by 
Wenck Associates and reviewed by the city’s 
Department of Public Works, estimated that 
the new drug store would generate 1,260 car 
trips each weekday. That compares to the es-
timated 1,556 car trips per day that could be 
expected to be generated by a gas station/con-
venience store and party supply store.

According to commissioner Brian Alton, 
those figures show that the Walgreens would 
have a minimal impact on traffic on Ford Park-

way and its intersections with Finn, Cleveland 
and Cretin avenues. Alton also noted that 
Walgreens’ developer, Semper Development, 
had testified that moving the drug store to the 
Finn corner would create problems with load-
ing and unloading, parking and traffic. 

To improve local traffic conditions, on-
street parking on the Finn and Ford sides of 
Walgreens’ property would be removed and 
the Walgreens parking lot would have only two 
driveways, one on Ford and one on Finn. Finn 
would be widened and restriped just north of 
Ford Parkway, and it would be realigned with 
the traffic lanes entering and exiting the shop-
ping center south of Ford Parkway. The one-
way alley behind Walgreens would also be 
narrowed at Finn to discourage vehicles from 
entering the alley the wrong way. 

All of those traffic changes, which would be 
paid for by Walgreens, could actually improve 
traffic conditions in the area, according to 
Monica Beaman of Public Works.

City staff believe project 
will improve traffic flow
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Eye Exams Available  •  6 Days a Week & Evenings.

by Dr. Troy E. Randgaard      651-698-2020

Highland Village
  2024 Ford Parkway

We accept most vision plans.

September 28 to october 17
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Using natural 
sphagnum 
moss as a 
water filter 
has made it 
possible to 
greatly reduce 
the amount of 
chlorine used 
in St. Paul’s 
public pools, 
removing 
a common 
irritant for 
swimmers 
such as Deb-
bie Townsend 
(left), who 
took part in a 
recent water 
aerobics class 
at the Oxford 
Community 
Center.
PhOTO by
braD STaUffer

Waldorf had heard about the use of sphag-
num moss in residential pools and spas, an 
idea developed by Dr. David Knighton, CEO 
of Creative Water Solutions. Last March she 
approached Knighton about collaborating 
with the city of St. Paul.

Knighton is something of a mod-
ern-day Renaissance man. Besides 
being a physician and an expert on 
treating wounds, he holds patents on 
many medical devices and has found-
ed several businesses. Returning 
home from Germany a decade ago, 
he read an Atlantic Monthly article 
about the healing powers of sphag-
num moss. The plant, which grows 
in the far northern and southern 
latitudes of the earth, had been used 
during World War I to treat wounds 
because of its ability to impede the 
growth of bacteria.

Knighton knew that sphagnum 
moss grew in northern Minnesota, 
and he had also noticed while fly-
ing his own plane that lakes in the 
northern half of Minnesota were 
much clearer than they were in the 
southern half. He figured that nature was up 
to something that ultimately might help him 
reduce the chemicals and improve the water 
quality in his own home spa. “I have a degree 
in chemistry,” he remembers thinking. “If I 
can’t fix this, no one can.” 

Knighton and his business partner, micro-
biologist Vance Fiegel, began experimenting 
with moss in 2000. Six years and $4 million 
later, they found that two out of the hundreds 
of species of moss could serve as an effective 
water treatment. They applied for a patent 
and began marketing the technology in 2006 
to the owners of residential pools and spas.

Knighton was as eager as Waldorf to see 
if sphagnum moss could clean a large public 
pool. He offered to pay for installing the tech-
nology in St. Paul’s pools to test its effective-
ness.

Chlorine will only destroy the free-floating 
bacteria in a pool, and “in moist or watery en-
vironments, bacteria like to adhere to surfaces 
and create communities,” Fiegel said. Bacteria 
cling to surfaces with the help of biofilm, a 
thin layer of matter commonly found in the 
pipes and the liners of spas and swimming 
pools. Biofilm shields bacteria from chlorine 
and allows them to proliferate. According to 
Knighton and Fiegel, that is why pool and spa 
owners find themselves having to add more 
and more chemicals to remove bacteria from 
the water.

Sphagnum moss limits the growth of bacte-
ria in biofilm and filters out the metals that are 
found in water, Fiegel said. By reducing the 

size of biofilm communities, the moss allows 
pool owners to reduce the amount of chlorine 
needed to clean the pool. According to Cre-
ative Water Solutions’ website, pool chemicals 
can be reduced by as much as 90 percent.

Creative Water Solutions imports its sphag-
num moss from New Zealand. Although 
there are moss-growing operations in places 

as close as Wisconsin, New Zealand’s moss 
is more reliable, Knighton said, because the 
bogs there are not trampled, so the moss has a 
better chance to grow back.

Most of the moss harvested in New Zea-
land is exported to Japan for use in wrap-
ping orchids, Knighton said. Minnesota har-
vested sphagnum moss commercially during 
World War I, he added. However, interest in 
the plant’s healing powers fell off when other 
treatments, such as penicillin, became popu-
lar. 

Knighton only uses the leaves of the moss 
for his filtration system. He sterilizes the leaves 
and manufactures the filtration containers in 
Minnesota. 

Waldorf expects that the city will be able to 
save one-third to one-half of the cost of pool 
maintenance through the use of sphagnum 
moss. Since the new filtration system was in-
troduced, the tiles in Oxford’s main pool look 
more colorful and the quality of the air has 
improved considerably, according to Adam 
Zirzow, supervisor of Oxford’s Great River 
Water Park. “You don’t notice the smell of 
chlorine any more and that makes a real dif-
ference,” he said.

On a recent afternoon, some Oxford lap 
swimmers could not have agreed more. “The 
water is much clearer and it smells great,” said 
Bob Miller.

“Reducing the chlorine has also made the 
atmosphere safer for young people,” added 
fellow swimmer Cori Olstead, “especially 
those with asthma.” 

a handful of harvested sphagnum moss.
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Two Senior Residences, One Great Neighborhood
Your Home. Our Commitment.

The Wellington
Assisted Living
651-699-2664

2235 Rockwood Avenue, St. Paul
www.wellingtonresidence.com

The Alton
Memory Care
651-699-2480

1306 Alton Street, St. Paul
www.TheAlton.com

• Large one & two bedroom apartments
• 24-hour on-site home care staff
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Respite (short-term) available
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker
• Exceptional calendar of activities
• Lifeline emergency response system
• CareSuites for those with higher care needs

• Private living suites in small neighborhood settings
• Staff trained for memory care 24/7
• 3-meals a day served restaurant-style
• Creative and Meaningful Activity Program
• Monitored building and resident response system
• Professional nursing staff on-site and on-call
• On-site therapy clinic and licensed social worker

The Wellington is dedicated to providing a 
community of choice and dignity.

A Home-Like Setting
and “Person-Centered” Care

Where Caring Reflects Family.

Ask about
�e Wellington’s

Fall Special!

By Larry Englund

Warm, lush, romantic. Those are the 
words Patrick Henning uses to 
describe the sound of the pipe or-

gan that was installed at Nativity Church two 
years ago. The music director of the church, 
Henning used the same words to describe the 
music of Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937). 

Widor was a French Romantic composer 
and organist, and the Casavant Frères organ 
at Nativity was “built according to the French 
Romantic idea of organ-building,” Henning 
said. The two were made for each other, and 
indeed will be wed over the 
next five weeks in a series of 
recitals by some of the Twin 
Cities’ best organists.

Widor was the first com-
poser to write symphonies 
for the organ. Though he 
may not be well known 
outside professional circles, 
almost everyone is familiar 
with his Toccata, the closing 
movement of his 5th Sym-
phony, which is often used 
as a wedding recessional.

Some of Widor’s organ 
symphonies are almost never heard, Henning 
said, “so we decided to put together a mara-
thon where all 10 of them will be played on 
Nativity’s organ.” 

The Widor Marathon will be presented in 
five free programs beginning at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sundays, September 27 through October 25. 
Each recital will feature two of Widor’s sym-
phonies performed by two different members 
of the American Guild of Organists.

“The first four symphonies, Widor’s early 
works, were very much character pieces,” 
Henning said. “They didn’t have a real set 
structure to them. The next four sympho-
nies were much more orchestral-based, with 
an opening and multiple movements. The 
last two symphonies are based on Gregorian 
chant themes.”

Widor, who was the organist at St. Sulpice 
Cathedral in Paris for 65 years, composed his 

symphonies on an organ that had a sound 
much like Nativity’s, according to Henning. 
“Casavant Frères is basically a French organ 
builder based in Quebec,” he said. “Their idea 
for this instrument was to make it sound as 
warm as possible.”

Nativity’s organ and the organ at St. Sulpice 
in Paris share tonal characteristics, according 
to James Biery, the organist and music director 
at the Cathedral of St. Paul who will be play-
ing one of the symphonies during the mara-
thon. “It won’t be identical, since no two or-
gans sound the same, but the music will work 
very well,” Biery said. “The sounds that Widor 

called for will be there.” 
Helen Jensen, an organist 

from Macalester-Groveland 
who regularly accompanies 
the Oratorio Society of 
Minnesota, will open the 
Widor Marathon playing 
the composer’s 2nd Sym-
phony. She chose it because 
of its variety of sounds. 
“The six movements are so 
different from each other,” 
she said. “They show lots of 
different colors, from very 
quiet to very full.”

While preparing for her performance, Jen-
sen discovered that Widor had written several 
versions of the 2nd Symphony and that two 
or three are still in circulation. Composers 
usually suppress the original version after a 
rewrite, she said, since they believe the newer 
version to be superior. Apparently that didn’t 
bother Widor, and Jensen took advantage of 
the variations. “I’m doing a mix and match of 
the 2nd Symphony,” she said, “using one ver-
sion for five of the movements and a different 
version for the sixth.” 

Pipe organs such as Nativity’s are called 
symphonic, not because they imitate an or-
chestra but because they “capture the sumptu-
ousness of bringing related sounds forward all 
at the same time,” Biery said. “It’s like having 
20 or 30 violins in an orchestra.”

“The organ is, in reality, an orchestra of 
wind instruments,” Widor once wrote. “An 

organ of 30, 40 or 50 stops is an orchestra of 
30, 40 or 50 musicians.”

Nativity’s organ has 40 stops controlled by 
knobs on the keyboard console that, when 
pulled, create the sounds of a flute, trumpet, 
clarinet, etc. “When you pull out the stop, it 
allows air to go into a channel below a rank 
of pipes,” Henning said. “They’re called stops 
because, when closed, they stop the air from 
going into the reservoir below the pipe.”

Nativity’s Casavant Frères organ, a gift 
from longtime parishioners Eugene and Faye 
Sitzmann, replaced a 12-rank pipe organ that 
had served the church for almost six decades. 
The new organ has 2,882 pipes arranged in 52 
ranks running from the lowest to the highest 
note. The organ and its pipes were built to fit 
Nativity’s choir loft, and appear as if they are 
original to the church, which was constructed 
in the late 1930s.

The new pipe organ took three years to 
build and six months to install, Henning said. 

“When they brought in the pipes, they were 
scattered all over the church and the pews,” he 
said. “We had Mass downstairs for a number 
of weeks.” 

As a church music director, Henning said, 
“you want to have an organ that’s versatile 
enough to play all the different kinds of organ 
repertoire. In order to do that, you need spe-
cific stops on the organ. This is a good combi-
nation of basically everything we need.”

The dates, organists and repertoire for the 
Widor Marathon are as follows:

September 27: Helen Jensen, 2nd Sympho-
ny; Steven Self, 7th Symphony. 

October 4: Catherine Rodland, 3rd Sym-
phony; James Frazier, 5th Symphony. 

October 11: Jeffrey Patry, 1st Symphony; 
James Biery, 6th Symphony. 

October 18: Charles Echols, 8th Symphony; 
Diana Lee Lucker, 9th Symphony. 

October 25: Steve Gentile, 4th Symphony; 
Allan Mahnke, 10th Symphony.

True romantic
Recitals echo the original sound 
of 19th-century French organist

Musical director Patrick Henning and organist Helen Jensen rehearse with the Casavant 
Frères organ in the choir loft at Nativity Church.  PHoto by brad StauFFer

Widor, who was 
the organist at St. 
Sulpice Cathedral 

in Paris for 65 
years, composed 

his symphonies on 
an organ that had 

a sound much 
like Nativity’s. 
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Council hears nary a peep on 
proposed chicken ordinance

Regulatory changes that would make it eas-
ier to raise chickens in St. Paul may not have 
legs. Ward 4 City Council member Russ Stark, 
who authored the changes, laid them over on 
September 9 when it became clear he lacked 
the four council votes needed for passage.

No one appeared at a public hearing on Sep-
tember 2 on the proposed changes. The ordi-
nance will return to the council for discussion 
on October 14. If it is changed extensively, an-
other public hearing will be required.

St. Paul residents may already keep up to 
three chickens by purchasing a city permit at 
$75 per year. They also must obtain signatures 
from at least 75 percent of their neighbors 
within 150 feet before applying for the permit. 
Stark’s proposal would eliminate the consent 
requirement and reduce the permit fee to $25 
per year.

Some council members wondered whether 
the changes would make it easier for people 
to keep more chickens than allowed, to keep 
roosters or to have roosters engaged in cock-
fighting.

At the September 9 council meeting, a few 
chickens did show up at City Hall. Someone 
left a rubber chicken at Stark’s council chair. 
Ward 2 council member Dave Thune, another 
chicken advocate, had a chicken figurine left 
at his chair.

BZA grants parking variance 
for Grand Avenue birth center

St. Paul’s first independent birth center 
could open on Grand Avenue as the result of a 
parking variance approved on September 8 by 
the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA). 

Amy and Tim Johnson-Grass want to con-
vert the building at 968 Grand Ave. into a birth 
center. Amy Johnson-Grass is a midwife and 
operates Health Foundations at 333 Grand 
Ave. She only offers home birthing services 
now, but would like to provide two birthing 
suites at the new location.

Because the city has no other birth centers 
outside of hospitals, the business is being reg-
ulated as a medical clinic. Ten off-street park-
ing spaces are required and five are available. 
However, because only two of the spaces can 
be used without parking vehicles behind each 
other, an eight-space variance was needed.

The vacant building at 968 Grand housed a 
hair salon for many years. Most recently it was 
used as a home remodelers’ showroom. 

Johnson-Grass said she plans to expand the 
building from 943 square feet to 1,936 square 
feet. A two-story addition will be constructed 
at the rear of the building. The birthing suites 
will be on the first floor and an office and sup-
port serves on the second. 

The space would be shared with a chiro-
practor who works two days a week. On av-
erage Johnson-Grass also works two days a 

week. She schedules no more than six births 
per month. She anticipates that about half of 
her clients will continue to want home births.

No one appeared at the BZA meeting to 
oppose the variance. One fellow midwife ap-
peared in support. Supporters also sent letters 
to the BZA and district council.

The Summit Hill Association’s Zoning and 
Lane Use Committee voted last month to sup-
port the parking variance. Most of the discus-
sion centered on the size and appearance of 
the addition. Johnson-Grass said the addition 
is needed to make the building more acces-
sible. A certain amount of space is also needed 
for her to seek national accreditation.

At the committee meeting, neighbor Jim 
Harrison expressed concerns about parking 
and the addition’s appearance. “It’s more than 
doubling the size of the building,” he said. 

He and committee members said their con-
cern is not with the birth center, but with any 
future uses of the expanded space. Johnson-
Grass, who lives within a few blocks of the 
building, said she plans to be in the neighbor-
hood a long time.

STAR board takes shine to pair 
of local improvement projects

Two area projects have made the cut in the 
most recent round of Neighborhood Sales 
Tax Revitalization (STAR) grants and loans, 
which are funded through the city of St. Paul’s 
extra half-percent sales tax. The Neighbor-
hood STAR board has forwarded its recom-
mendations to Mayor Chris Coleman, who is 
expected to present his list of favored projects 
to the City Council this month.

Altogether, the board recommended 10 
projects totaling $1.3 million. Nineteen other 
projects did not make the cut.

First Tee of St. Paul has been recommended 
to receive a $150,000 grant and $150,000 loan 
to help build a 4,240-square-foot golf learn-
ing center at Highland National Golf Course. 
The center would include computer space, a 
protected driving range and a chipping green. 
A $300,000 match has been pledged.

Meefy Beat Inc. has been recommended to 
receive a $49,500 grant and a $49,500 loan to 
build a handicapped-accessible entrance and 
restrooms, as well as a remodeled kitchen, 
dining area and exterior for Shamrock’s Irish 
Nook, 995 W. 7th St. An $186,159 match has 
been pledged.

Local projects that failed to make the cut 
include a University Avenue commercial 
improvement grant program, remodeling of 
the Jewish Community Center, wallboards at 
Higher Ground Academy, theater renovation 
on University and Victoria, an addition to the 
Model Cities Brownstone at University and 
Victoria, rehabilitation of the St. Phillips Gar-
den apartment complex and an elevator for a 
former restaurant on Selby Avenue.

News Briefs compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

Lowertown 
singer Pippi  
Ardennia’s en-
thusiasm soared 
while perform-
ing with the 
Walker West 
Urban Legends 
of Jazz at the 
eighth annual 
Selby Avenue 
JazzFest on  
September 12. 

Photo by  
Anne brAndrUd
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Viewpoint

Yard sale sabotaged
Late last month was the big Macalester-Groveland 

neighborhood garage sale. Lots of us participated, looking 
forward to letting go of unneeded household goods in 
exchange for a little extra cash. This letter is directed at two 
residents of the area who adversely affected my weekend sale. 

First, to the person who stole an expensive hand-beaded 
leather vest, shame on you! Stealing is never a good idea. You 
could have tried negotiating a price you could afford, unless 
free was what you would have offered. Beware of karmic 
payback.

Second, to the person who removed all three of my garage 
sale signs from the boulevard—not only once, but again 
later that morning—what was that about? We had terrific 
attendance for the first hour of the day. Then all of a sudden, 
there was no one for 11/2 hours. We then discovered that all 
of our signs had been stolen, so we quickly made two more. 
Not even an hour later, those two were stolen. Interesting that 
you left all of the other sale signs alone that were in the same 
locations.

This was a multi-family sale. Two of us are unemployed 
and were trying to raise some money for our mortgages. 
You cost us untold sales. If you are a neighbor and resent the 
traffic yard sales can create, another route would have been 
to just come over and let me know how we could work out a 
solution to your concerns. 

Garage sales happen for most of us maybe every three 
years or so. They take a lot of work. How bad can it be to be 
inconvenienced for a few hours for the sake of being a good 
neighbor?

Robin Sydor
Macalester-Groveland

Bagging a new customer
I happened to be shopping at Korte’s Super Market about 

a month before the St. Paul Trader Joe’s opened. When the 
bagger picked up my often-used Trader Joe’s bag, she looked 
at the checker and, in a snooty and condescending voice, said, 
“Oooooh! A Trader Joe’s bag!” I decided to let it slide. 

A couple weeks ago I was at Korte’s again with a large 
shopping list and my Trader Joe’s bag. At the checkout, the 
bagger picked up my bags, looked at the checker and said, 
“Don’t these bags not work here? Aren’t we not supposed to 
accept them?” I was so flabbergasted I didn’t know what to 
do or say, so I dumbly took my groceries and vowed to never 
return to Korte’s. 

I understand Korte’s is concerned about losing business to 
Trader Joe’s, but obviously I’m still shopping at Korte’s and 
insulting me is not the way to keep my business. Looking 
back, I wish I would have taken my bags and left, taking my 
business down the street to Trader Joe’s.

The other day I went into Whole Foods for items for 
which I normally would have gone to Korte’s. As the checker 
was bagging my items, he said, “Thanks for bringing your 
own bag!” I looked down and saw “Kowalski’s” written in 
big letters. Whole Foods can count me as a new and loyal 
customer.

Katrina Budde
Macalester-Groveland

For a greener garbage service
Generally, I am a person who supports more choice 

rather than less. However, regarding garbage pickup, I have 
become convinced there is a valid role for local government 
to play. On my block of 40 homes, I tried to organize a more 
coordinated use of garbage haulers. I spent several hours 
delivering an explanatory letter to each of my neighbors, 
laying out a plan to reduce the number of weekly visits by 
large polluting garbage trucks from eight or more down to 
one. The plan would have even provided a discount in fees to 
each participant.  

The noise of these vehicles is a nuisance. Their pollution, 
with each of them idling at every stop, is giving us a daily 
toxic dose of deadly particulates in the air we all must 
breathe.

I’m sorry to report that only eight of my neighbors had the 
courtesy to return my survey form. I can only conclude that 
the other 32 were too self-absorbed to be bothered. 

Protecting jobs is a fallacious argument. The Blue Green 
Alliance has projected that moving toward sustainability 
will create more jobs than it will eliminate. And this is where 
government can be a useful leader toward a common goal: 
less pollution and, ultimately, zero waste.

Responsible government can provide incentives and 
structures that encourage reducing, reusing and recycling 
our trash. The city of San Francisco has passed enough 
enlightened laws for its citizens to reach 85 percent recycling. 
We in Minnesota are at 40 percent at best. Asking our city to 
synchronize local garbage pickup is a good place to begin.

Jan Greenfield
Highland Park

Inbox

INbox  c9

Better balloting 
through IRV

By Ellen Brown

On November 3, St. Paul voters will cast their ballots 
on whether or not to adopt instant runoff voting 
(IRV) for future municipal elections. Though the 

idea of IRV is a new one for many St. Paul voters, it is a 
voting system that has already proven itself in cities across 
the country and in democracies around the world. It is fair, 
it saves money, it increases voter participation, it promotes 
greater choice and more diverse representation, and it 
makes elections more civil. But most important, IRV more 
accurately reflects the will of the people. 

Despite these advantages, IRV has its detractors who argue 
that IRV is unconstitutional or that St. Paul voters will not 
understand it. While I respect their right to their opinions, 
I would like to challenge their perspectives and correct their 
factual errors. 

Foremost among the errors is the continued assertion 
by the Minnesota Voters Alliance, who brought the lawsuit 
against the city of Minneapolis, that the recent Minnesota 
Supreme Court decision did not address the constitutionality 
of IRV. In fact, the unanimous decision written by Chief 
Justice Eric Magnuson did just the opposite, noting that IRV 
“is not facially invalid under the United States or Minnesota 
constitutions.” 

The Minnesota Voters Alliance also asserts that voters 
cannot know that their votes for a candidate will help rather 
than harm that candidate. To give this argument even the 
slightest patina of credibility, they posit a balloting ploy of 
“strategic voting” that is highly improbable in the real world. 

In reality, under IRV voters are allowed to rank candidates 
on the ballot in order of their preference—first choice, 
second choice, third choice, etc. Voters can cast their ballots 
for their first preference without fearing that they will throw 
it away on a candidate who cannot win or help elect the 
candidate they like the least. IRV simulates a traditional 
runoff but in a single election. All first choices are tallied and, 
if no candidate receives a majority of first-choice votes, the 
candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated. The ballots cast 
for the eliminated candidate are reallocated to the remaining 
candidates based on the second preferences on each of those 
ballots. A voter’s second choice cannot undermine his or her 
first preference because it is not counted until his or her first 
preference is eliminated from the race. In fact, by ranking 
preferences, voters are assured that their ballots will continue 
to count until one candidate wins a majority of the votes. 

Second among the factual errors is the assertion that 
St. Paul voters are not smart enough to know how to rank 
candidates on the ballot. In fact, all evidence shows that if 
St. Paul voters are as smart as voters in all other jurisdictions 
in the United States using IRV—and I have no reason to 
believe we are not—we will easily adapt to the new system. 
With good voter education prior to the election, voters have 
overwhelmingly and consistently indicated in exit polls that 
they understood IRV when using it for the first time.

The Coleman-Franken U.S. Senate race showed us that 
some voters do not properly follow ballot instructions, but 
that number was very small: Fewer than 0.01 percent of 
ballots were marked in error. The rate of spoiled ballots in an 
IRV election is no greater than in a traditional election. 
In fact, in the recent 2009 IRV election in Burlington, 
Vermont, 99.95 percent of the ballots were valid. So concerns 
that IRV is too complicated for voters, or that voter education 
has to be expensive, are simply wrong.

The decision to put IRV before St. Paul voters this 
November was a good one and it invites citizens to learn 
more about this system and how it can strengthen the 
electoral process.

St. Paul voters, like Minneapolis voters did in 2006, will 
have the opportunity this November to decide whether IRV 
is right for them. We with the St. Paul Better Ballot Campaign 
believe that if St. Paul voters are given accurate and unbiased 
facts regarding IRV, they will find this system to be a fair, 
inexpensive, convenient and wise method of conducting 
municipal elections.

Ellen Brown is a resident of the Summit Hill neighborhood 
and the coordinator of the St. Paul Better Ballot Campaign.
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Democracy in the 4th District
Surprise, surprise. After Congresswoman Betty McCollum stated 

that she would not be holding any more town hall meetings, she held 
another one at Macalester College. The problem was, the only way 
you could have known about it was if you were on her e-mail list. 
Fortunately, one of the local radio programs mentioned it at the last 
minute.

Those of us who found out about the meeting had to deal with very 
stringent rules in order to get a ticket to get in. For example, there was 
a special line for those who were not even living in the 4th District. 
Then there was a maximum attendance number for those who were 
living in St. Paul or any other city in the 4th District. It was incredibly 
difficult to get information as to which line you were supposed to be 
in. Whatever happened to first come, first served?

There were at least 30 people who were preseated in Macalester’s 
Weyerhaeuser Chapel who, for some reason, didn’t even need a ticket.

So how was the average citizen like me, who lives in the 4th 

District, supposed to know about this town hall meeting and be able 
to attend and have my voice heard? And why was the forum held in 
such a small venue? There were hundreds who wanted to attend but 
couldn’t get in because they couldn’t get a ticket.

Although McCollum is a Democrat, there was certainly nothing 
democratic about her last-minute town hall meeting.

D.M. Aliperto
Macalester-Groveland

Median is an affront to citizens
Snelling Avenue is a state highway. Between Grand and St. Clair 

avenues it is 60 feet wide and carries 26,000 vehicles per day. To 
restrict that flow in any way is an affront to the citizens who use it. 

How is it that a section of state highway can be changed to 
accommodate the college students who cross it? Roads are for 
vehicles. Stoplights and crosswalks are for pedestrians. Macalester 

By John Baichtal

Tony Grudt didn’t count his Alley Garden Awards as much as 
he counted the year he didn’t receive one. The Alley Garden 
Awards, bestowed annually by the Macalester-Groveland 

Community Council, were instituted in 1992 as a means of deterring 
crime in the neighborhood. The reasoning was that alley-lurking 
hoodlums wouldn’t want to deface a property or burgle a home or 
garage if the property was beautifully landscaped. Every Alley Garden 
Award winner received a laminated flag that was stuck into his or her 
plot, displayed for all who traversed the alley.

But for Tony, the Alley Garden Awards weren’t about crime; they 
were about being a good neighbor. Having a weedy or garbage-strewn 
alley simply wasn’t an option for him. At least 11 of the laminated 
flags decorated Tony’s garage, though some had been lost over the 
years. The story was that Tony had received an Alley Garden Award 
every year except one since 1992, and boy, did that one year stick in 
his craw. 

Tony was my father-in-law, and the day my future wife introduced 
me to her parents was a typical summer evening for them—dinner 
served on the backyard deck with meat that had been cooked on 
Tony’s ancient gas grill and one of his legendary salads on the side. 
Of course, I immediately noticed Tony’s lush garden. The greenest 
of green thumbs would have been impressed by his arrangement 
of roses, poppies, trumpet vines, delphiniums, tulips, clematises, 
hibiscuses and geraniums. It was an annual project of Tony’s to coax 
his garden up from the mush and rot of spring. By late summer his 
garden had achieved an astonishing beauty, and invariably drew 
visitors to wander along the paver-stone paths of his backyard.

Tony wasn’t much for watching television or reading novels. Being 
a husband, father, grandpa, gardener, cook and singer was enough 
for him. Most of my memories of him involve him practicing 
operatic arias—he sang tenor with the Bach Society—while puttering 
around the kitchen, or weeding his garden while listening to a Twins 
broadcast in the backyard. Though I wasn’t much into plants or 
cooking, the two of us bonded over those traditional passions of 
Minnesota men—the Vikings and grilling.

As I write this, late summer has turned toward early autumn. We’ve 
had some chilly nightss, but there are still many beautiful days ahead. 
It was a year ago, on a September day just like this, that Tony passed 
away at the untimely age of 69.

Last fall, looking at the fading glory of Tony’s garden, I couldn’t 
help thinking that it would never be the same. His plants had been 
neglected during his summer-long battle with cancer and had wilted 
with the approach of fall. Surely, Tony’s widow Barbara wouldn’t have 
the time to weed or plant annuals. And gardening, after all, was his 
hobby, not hers. There was even talk of digging up Tony’s climbing 
roses and heirloom peonies to distribute to friends and family.

The looting never took place. This year Barbara worked on the 
garden all summer with help from relatives and friends. And as 
another summer fades into fall, Tony’s garden is as glorious as ever. 
MPR can now be heard over the battered radio as grandchildren 
scamper around the backyard. The marigolds are in bloom. 
Honeysuckle and phlox wave in the September wind. And behind the 
back fence another Alley Garden Award juts proudly from the earth.

A beautiful alley garden, a beautiful life

Tony Grudt

�b INbox
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College should have no say in the state highway system 
except for the crosswalks their students use. 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation should do 
its job and not allow this changeover. The solution to the 
proposed Snelling median? The nearest wastebasket. 

Gene Cilek
Macalester-Groveland

Median costs councilman a vote
I was very disappointed in the vote by the St. Paul City 

Council for the Macalester College “traffic obstruction.” I 
probably should have expected it, since we have such a left-
wing mayor and City Council and an ultra-liberal college. I 
have already informed council member Harris that I will not 
be voting for him in the next election.

 
Vernon R. Jorgensen

Macalester-Groveland

City plays favorites with PPL
On Wednesday, September 16, the St. Paul City Council 

overrode the decisions of both the Highland District Council 
and the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals and voted to grant 
size and parking variances for Project for Pride in Living’s 
(PPL) housing project on West 7th Street. One can watch 
the October 8, 2008, meeting of the St. Paul Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority on the city’s website and know that 
this was a done deal back then. Our City Council member, 
Pat Harris, was even then calling it a “phenomenal project.”

I guess our city can afford to play favorites. Almost two 
years ago, Da Vita, a kidney dialysis company, wanted to 
build a clinic at this same location. It also wanted a variance 
from the city, but it was turned down.

I’m sure the PPL people were pretty confident they would 
be given the variances they needed by our City Council. 
When a City Council member really wants something, the 
local district council doesn’t matter and the Board of Zoning 
Appeals doesn’t matter.

Georgia Dietz
Highland Park

Saved by a silver maple
I recently upgraded my Internet service from 640KB to 

7MB. I got swept away by the “bundling frenzy” and tacked 
on satellite TV with 200 channels. As luck would have it, an 
80-year-old silver maple blocked the line of sight to the dish 
being positioned on my roof. I consulted with an arborist, 
and he said that trimming the branches would compromise 
the health of my neighbor’s tree. I decided to cancel my 
satellite package.

The beauty of this is that no one in my family really needs 
200 channels, many of which are not appropriate for kids. 
And besides, we sit around too much as it is. Instead, I went 
with an old-school antenna—they’re smaller than they used 
to be—on my roof. It comes with only a one-time fee to 
install, and I get higher resolution than cable and satellite 
television because they compress and decompress their 
signals. If I really need to view a program, I can rent the DVD 
or find it on the Internet. And if I’m yearning for a Twins 
game besides the ones on channels 9 and 29, I can venture 
over to the Blue Door Pub or the Groveland Tap—if I can 
find a seat.

Todd Seabury-Kolod
Macalester-Groveland

Social Security: A Ponzi scheme
How can you justify printing a ridiculous letter defending 

the government-run Social Security system as something that 
“works” (Villager Inbox, September 2). Social Security is the 
single worst-run program the government has ever created 
and only a complete idiot would argue otherwise. It is a Ponzi 
scheme no different than Bernie Madoff ’s, though Madoff 
made out better with his own than the government has.

When you take from today’s “investors” (workers) to pay 
last year’s, it is a Ponzi scheme. It requires taxing about two 
workers 12.4 percent of their wages to pay one Social Security 
recipient whose life expectancy is about 12 years beyond 
retirement. If the average person earning $75,000 annually 
invested this money back into our country in the form of U.S. 
Treasury or municipal bonds earning only 4 percent annually, 
they would retire with over $1 million. Continuing to invest 
at 4 percent would allow them to withdraw more than 
$40,000 annually without touching the principal, or enough 
to pay two retirees at current amounts.

Would you rather retire on $22,000 per year or twice that? 
Some teachers who opted out of Social Security many 

years ago when they still could, and accepted the state teacher 

pension plan instead, are collecting close to $100,000 per 
year, albeit taxable. Their counterparts who taught the same 
grades in the same school system for the exact same number 
of years are collecting the Social Security jackpot of $22,000 
per year tax-free. Social Security isn’t successful; the teacher 
pension plan is. 

Jim Sampair Jr.
Macalester-Groveland

Work for the city, live in the city
The Minnesota Supreme Court has ruled that residency 

requirements are in the public’s best interest and have a 
bearing on public safety, employee performance and the 
economic vitality of a community. At present in St. Paul, 
1,900 homes are vacant and as many as 2,000 others are in 
foreclosure. Thousands of city employees live outside St. 
Paul and pay their taxes in Minneapolis, a suburb or western 
Wisconsin. It’s time for our City Council to seriously pursue a 
residency rule for all future public employees in St. Paul. 

Reno Rossini
North End

Elona is long on experience
It is not easy to summarize Elona Street-Stewart’s extensive 

community experience and her leadership as chair and vice 
chair of the St. Paul School Board. However, the few lines in 
a story in the September 2 Villager mentioned only her work 
for her church. After knowing Elona more than 20 years, I 
am in awe of the depth of her commitment and experience 
in St. Paul, including her leadership in the St. Paul Children’s 
Collaborative, the American Indian Family Center, the 
Friends of the St. Paul Public Library and the Council on 
Urban Boards of Education. To name these few does not 
begin to describe this incredibly dedicated public servant, but 
space is always too limited to describe Elona.

Kathleen Vellenga
Macalester-Groveland

Elect O’Connell to School Board
My father taught me that education is the great equalizer 

in life. Our kids deserve a strong educational foundation, and 
we all count on our great St. Paul Public Schools. 

When we vote in the general election on November 3, 
we can make an excellent choice for our children and our 
schools. Jean O’Connell is a practical, sensible leader who 
wants to put her talents to work on the St. Paul School Board. 
She is recently retired from 3M, has spent time volunteering 
in classrooms and at science fairs, and helped our district 
develop its current strategic plan. She is a leader who will hit 
the ground running. 

Our schools have complex issues to address, now and in 
the future. Jean O’Connell will make a strong contribution to 
a fiscally sound, learning-based, child-focused district. Our 
future depends on the success of all our children.

Catherine Reid Day
Macalester-Groveland

New threat to earth’s ozone
A new study from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration indicates that increasing levels of nitrous 
oxide (N2O) are a new threat to the ozone that protects us 
from the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays. At low levels, ozone is 
a pollutant, but in the stratosphere it is an important shield. 

During the 1970s, scientists discovered that man-made 
chlorines, primarily chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) used in 
spray cans and refrigerants, contributed to the thinning of the 
ozone in the stratosphere. This allows more cancer-causing 
ultraviolet rays to reach earth. The Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was finally accepted 
on September 16, 1987. It called for the phase out of CFCs. 
Worldwide compliance has resulted in stabilizing the ozone 
layer as new chemistry was developed to replace CFCs. 
Signed by 195 nations, the Montreal Protocol was called 
“perhaps the single most successful international agreement 
to date” by former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. 

There are natural sources of N2O, but slow natural 
decay in the atmosphere has kept N2O at a tolerable level. 
Now nitrogen fertilizers and the burning of fossil fuels and 
biomass are raising N2O levels and depleting ozone. We are 
using more nitrogen fertilizers to feed the earth’s growing 
population and to make ethanol for our gasoline tanks. N20 
is a greenhouse gas, providing additional incentive for a new 
international pact to limit N2O emissions. But getting nations 
to agree on limiting emissions from nitrogen fertilizer and 
fossil fuels will be a major challenge.

Rolf Westgard
Macalester-Groveland

9b INbox
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Classes begin this week!

By Kevin Driscoll

Six percent of the registered vot-
ers in St. Paul turned out for the 
September 15 primary elec-

tion for mayor and School Board, 
according to Ramsey County elec-
tions manager Joe Mansky. That 
is less than half of the 15 percent 
who turned out for the mayoral and 
School Board primary in 2005.  

“The big difference this time was 
that both major parties endorsed a 
candidate,” Mansky said. “In 2005 
there were two DFLers (incumbent 
Randy Kelly and eventual winner 
Chris Coleman) running against 
each other in a relatively volatile 
campaign.”

A total of 11,672 votes were cast in 
the 2009 primary election. Incum-
bent DFL Mayor Chris Coleman 

garnered 68 percent of the votes to 
Republican Eva Ng’s 25.8 percent. 
Perennial candidates Sharon Ander-
son and Bill Dahn received 3.9 and 
2.5 percent of the votes, respectively. 
Coleman and Ng now advance to 
the November 3 general election.

The three DFL-endorsed incum-
bents topped the primary election 
field for the three open four-year 
seats on the St. Paul School Board. 
Elona Street-Stewart, John Brodrick 
and Tom Goldstein led with 21.1 
percent, 19.5 percent and 16.6 per-
cent of the votes, respectively. Inde-
pendent challenger Jean O’Connell 
finished a close fourth with 15.6 
percent, followed by the Republi-
can-endorsed Chris Conner with 
10.7 percent and the Republican-
endorsed John Krenik with 9.8 per-
cent. 

Those six School Board candidates 
will advance to the general election 
on November 3. The seventh candi-
date, Republican-endorsed Richard 
Easton IV, was eliminated from the 
race with 7 percent of the vote. 

In the other School Board race to 
complete the two years remaining in 
Tom Conlon’s term, DFL-endorsee 
Vallay Varro topped the field with 
45.2 percent, followed by Republi-
can-endorsed Pat Igo with 26.7 per-
cent, Lucky Rosenbloom with 15.8 
percent and Quyen Nguyen with 
12.2 percent. Varro and Igo will ad-
vance to the general election. 

The mayoral and School Board 
candidates still in the race have 
been invited to debate the issues in 
two forums that will be presented in 
the coming weeks by the League of 
Women Voters of St. Paul. 

The first one, on Thursday, Oc-
tober 1, will feature the eight can-
didates who will appear on the No-
vember 3 general election ballot for 

the four open seats on the St. Paul 
School Board. That candidate fo-
rum will run from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 
at the Hubbs Center, 1030 Univer-
sity Ave. 

The second forum on Tuesday, 
October 6, will feature mayoral can-
didates Chris Coleman and Eva Ng. 
It will run from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

at the Hillcrest Recreation Center, 
1978 Ford Pkwy.

At both forums the candidates 
will be invited to make introductory 
remarks and closing statements, 
and they each will have an equal op-
portunity to answer written ques-
tions submitted by those attending 
the forums.

By Jane McClure

Cold, clear water drawn from 1,000 feet 
beneath the surface of the earth will 
soon be available once again for public 

purchase at the former Schmidt Brewery, 882 
W. 7th St. Construction has begun to replace 
the old pumping system and update the public 
water tap. By next month, residents will once 
again be able to fill containers with the glacial 
water for 50 cents a gallon.

The West 7th/Fort Road Federation, which  
is working with property owner BHGDN to 
redevelop the former brewery, will share in 
the proceeds from the water sales. 

The public water tap opened at the brew-
ery in the early 1980s, but has been closed for 
the past five years. The public water tap was 
shut off when the Gopher State Ethanol plant 
closed in 2004. The brewery stopped produc-
ing beer at the site in 2002.

“People still pull up, looking for that wa-
ter,” said Dave Kreitzer, who is managing the 
property for BHGDN. “It still has its original 
flavor and purity. Nowhere else in the area can 
you get such pure water.”

Federation executive director Ed Johnson 
said his office still hears from people asking 
about the water. “It’s something people really 
miss and will be happy to have back,” he said.

Johnson said people will be able to buy the 
water with coins and small bills, as well as 
coupons that can be purchased at local busi-
nesses. 

The old pumping system, which could draw 
a million gallons of water a day for the brew-
ery and ethanol plant, will be replaced with a 
smaller, more efficient one. The structure that 
holds the tap will be gutted and all of its piping 
and vending equipment will be replaced.

The work is being doing with the assistance 
of $85,000 in Neighborhood Sales Tax Revi-

talization funds that were awarded by Ward 2 
City Council member Dave Thune and come 
from the city’s half-percent sales tax. 

The federation board has discussed ways 
to market the water for months. The name 
Schmidt cannot be used because it is owned 
by Pabst Brewing, which bought the Schmidt 
brand years ago. Other names that have been 
discussed include Fountain Cave Water and 
Cascade Falls Water to honor two long-gone 
area landmarks. The board finally decided on 
calling it Jacob Schmidt Glacier Water.

Bottling the water at the former brewery 
was also discussed, but the idea was dropped 
due to cost and regulatory issues. There was 
also the environmental issue of selling water 
in plastic bottles that would end up in land-
fills. Instead, Johnson said, a label is being de-
signed for reusable water containers that the 
public can purchase to fill at the tap.

BHGDN, a group that includes former 

Minnesota Brewing Company owners Bruce 
Hendry and Glen D. Nelson, is continuing 
its effort to sell the 15-acre brewery property 
for redevelopment. A $200 million plan by 
Brewtown LLC—composed of developers 
Jeff and Craig Cohen and the federation—to 
redevelop the site as a mix of housing, retail, 
office and entertainment space fell victim to 
financial constraints last year. Now the fed-
eration is working with Kreitzer on ways to 
market the property or find interim uses for 
the buildings. 

Dominium Development has had plans to 
develop the old bottling house into 115 artists’ 
lofts and to build 16 townhouses on a nearby 
vacant parcel. However, it is unclear when 
its plans will go forward, given the stagnant 
housing market. Earlier this year, the brewery 
site was placed on the Preservation Alliance 
of Minnesota’s list of the 10 Most Endangered 
Historic Places.

Low turnout may be biggest surprise in primary election
Top candidates for mayor and School 
Board will appear in October forums

West 7th brewery’s public tap will again dispense glacial water

Chris ColemanEva Ng
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By Jane McClure

The pieces of St. Paul’s property tax pic-
ture for 2010 are falling into place now 
that the St. Paul City Council, Ramsey 

County Board and St. Paul School Board have 
set their maximum levies. The levies, and the 
budget each supports, can be decreased by the 
end of the year but not increased.

City, county and school district officials will 
also adopt a joint levy by the end of the month. 
Property taxpayers will get their estimated tax 
notices starting in mid-November.

One key change this year is that there will 
be no joint truth-in-taxation hearing for the 
city, county and school district. Those hear-
ings were instituted beginning in 1993 as a 
result of a state law, but the law was changed 
during the 2009 legislative session. The joint 
hearing, held in December, was criticized by 
elected officials and the public as being too 
late in the budget process to have an impact.

Each local governing body will still hold its 
own public truth-in-taxation hearing before 
adopting its 2010 levy.

City Council
The St. Paul City Council voted unani-

mously on September 9 to approve a 6.1 per-
cent maximum levy for 2010 to support a 
$538 million budget. The maximum levy is 
$92.5 million, up from $87.1 million for 2009. 
That includes the amounts levied for the gen-
eral fund, general debt service and the library 
agency. 

The proposed levy increase is the city’s 
smallest in four years. “People citywide have 
been affected by the economy,” said Ward 3 
council member Pat Harris. He would like to 
see the levy reduced before the end of the year, 
but admits that will be difficult.

Other council members noted that further 
budget cuts will mean more difficult choices. 
The budget calls for closing eight recreation 
centers, cutting library hours, increasing vari-
ous city fees and reducing some services.

The council also adopted the 2010 maxi-
mum levies for the St. Paul Housing and Re-
development Authority and the Port Author-
ity on September 9. For the HRA, the council 
set a levy of $3.2 million, up 39.5 percent from 
the 2009 levy of $2.3 million. The Port Au-
thority levy is unchanged at $2.1 million for 
2009 and 2010.

In total, St. Paul’s portion of the property 
tax picture increases 6.8 percent if all of the 

various city levies are factored in. For all city 
functions, $91.5 million was levied for 2009 
and $97.8 million is proposed for 2010.

St. Paul residents will have several chances to 
weigh in on the budget and on proposed fees 
from the city. The right-of-way maintenance 
fees, which cover the cost of snow plowing, 
street sweeping, tree trimming, street light-
ing and sidewalks, will be the topic of a public 
hearing on October 4. A public hearing on the 
city budget itself will take place on October 
28. The city’s water board will hold a hearing 
on its proposed 2010 fees later this fall. 

The impact of the various city levies de-
pends on the value of a property, the property’s 
classification and whether or not the property 
has seen any improvements.

The median single-family home in St. Paul 
is valued at $168,100. That mythical home has 
seen an 8.2 percent decrease in taxable mar-
ket value. Property taxes were $2,034 on that 
home for 2009, but will drop by $117 next 
year due to changes in homestead credit, fis-
cal disparities and other tax shifts. The city’s 
maximum levy would bringing taxes on the 
home to $1,967 in 2010, without factoring in 
the county and school district levies.

The median commercial property in St. 

Paul is valued at $442,600. That mythical 
property owner would have paid $13,238 to 
the city for 2009. Various tax shifts would add 
$289 to the property tax bill for 2010, and the 
city’s maximum levy would add another $160. 
That brings St. Paul portion of the property 
tax to $13,696 in 2010, without factoring in 
the school district and county levy impacts.

School Board
The St. Paul School Board voted 5-0 on Sep-

tember 17 to set a maximum levy of $111.8 
million for the 2010-2011 academic year. That 
is a 4.5 percent increase over the $107 million 
levied for this school year. Factor in fiscal dis-
parities and the increase drops to 2.4 percent.

The owner of a median-valued home of 
$168,100 will actually see a $1.00 decrease in 
school taxes, from $40 in 2009 to $39 in 2010. 
The School Board will hold a budget hearing 
on December 1 and approve its levy on De-
cember 15.

County Board
The Ramsey County Board approved a 2.7 

percent levy increase for 2010 on September 
8, with no increase in the Regional Rail Au-
thority levy. (See story on next page.)

By Jane McClure

Dramatic changes in property values 
throughout St. Paul will be reflected 
in 2010 property tax bills. While 

many homeowners are seeing decreases in 
housing values and what they will pay as the 
city’s share of the 2010 bill, that may not be the 
case in Highland Park.

That worries Ward 3 City Council member 
Pat Harris, who represents an area whose res-
idential, commercial and industrial property 
owners pay some of the city’s highest property 
taxes. “This year, the impacts are going to be 
quite pronounced,” he said.

Harris said neighborhood-by-neighbor-
hood comparisons of where St. Paul’s prop-
erty tax dollars come from show that Ward 
3 carries a greater burden than other parts 
of the city. “People shouldn’t assume that my 
constituents are going to get their bills, light a 
cigar and write a check,” he said. He has heard 
from many constituents who have been laid 
off or had salaries cut and cannot afford large 
property tax increases.

St. Paul City Council members reviewed 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood property 
tax impacts as they prepared to adopt the 2010 
maximum levy on September 9. One of the 
issues city officials are scrutinizing is where 
property tax dollars are generated, both by 
dollar amount and classification of property.

Chris Samuel of Ramsey County Property 
Records and Revenue is tracking the trends in 
the real estate market. Many neighborhoods 
have seen significant reductions in market 
values, he noted. Other neighborhoods have 
remained stable or seen only slight reduc-
tions.

For 2009, the city levied $69 million in 
property taxes. Of that amount 69.2 percent 
was generated by residential property, 19.3 
percent by commercial and industrial prop-
erty, and 11.5 percent by apartments.

Highland Park generated nearly $8.8 mil-
lion or 12.6 percent of the city’s portion of 2009 
property taxes. That is the highest amount 
citywide. Highland Park generates the most 
residential property taxes in the city at $6.44 
million, the most apartment taxes at $1.1 mil-
lion and the fourth-highest commercial and 
industrial property taxes at $1.2 million. In 
the latter category, Highland is only behind St. 

Anthony Park ($1.8 million), downtown ($1.4 
million) and the West End ($1.3 million.)

Samuel said he was initially surprised to see 
Highland Park’s percentages so high. Typi-
cally, a city’s downtown drives its property tax 
engine. However, much of downtown St. Paul 
is in tax-increment districts where increased 
tax revenue derived from redeveloped prop-
erty is diverted to help pay redevelopment 
costs.

St. Paul property taxes collected for 2009 
in Macalester-Groveland totaled $7 million 
or 10.2 percent, the second-highest figure in 
the city. At the low end was the Thomas-Dale 
neighborhood at a total of $1.8 million or 2.7 
percent.

All of the city’s 17 planning districts saw 

drops in the median taxable value of residen-
tial property from 2008 to 2009. The great-
est percentage change, 17.1 percent, was in 
Thomas-Dale, where the median property 
value fell from $136,300 to $113,000. 

Highland Park had the smallest percent-
age decrease, 1.5 percent. Values fell from 
$271,950 to $268,000.

Other area neighborhoods saw varying de-
creases in median taxable values: 8 percent in 
the Union Park neighborhoods of Merriam 
Park, Snelling-Hamline and Lexington-Ham-
line (from $282,200 to $259,500), 7.7 percent 
in Summit-University ($204,500 to $188,700), 
7.1 percent in Summit Hill ($380,300 to 

St. Paul sets 6.1% levy increase; School Board OKs 4.5% bump

Highland generates biggest chunk of city property tax dollars

property taxes c13

“People shouldn’t assume 
that my constituents are 
going to get their bills, 

light a cigar and write a 
check,” said City Council 

member Pat Harris.

2009 city taxes by planning district
			                           Commercial
Planning District            Residential       industrial	 Apartment     Total         % of total

8. Summit-University                $3,040,288	          $  316,211	  $ 717,552          $4,074,051          5.9%
9. West Seventh		  1,639,759	           1,274,468	     279,842            3,194,069          4.6%
13. Union Park		  4,060,115	              837,309	     701,730	          5,599,154          8.1%
14. Macalester-Groveland	 6,290,444	              349,522	     409,398	          7,049,364        10.2%
15. Highland Park		  6,438,241	           1,171,426	  1,147,083	          8,756,750        12.6%
16. Summit Hill		  2,701,471	              565,834	     409,184	          3,676,489          5.3%
17. Downtown		     658,651	           1,443,835	     582,692	          2,685,178          3.9%
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“� e reason I’ve stayed with the 
Villager so long is the same 
reason my patients have stayed 
with me – results.”          
                        Dr. Tom Vukodinovich DDS

                  General Dentistry

“I’ve tried direct mail. I’ve tried 
Yellow Pages. � e results were 
disappointing. But when my 
Villager ads run, I get calls. And a 
lot of those calls turn into patients 
who, in turn, tell family and friends 
what I o� er: � ne dental care at a 
fair price. But it all starts with trust. 
And the people in this area trust the 
Villager. It’s like having someone’s 
good neighbor introduce you. A� er 
that, it’s easy – as long as you’re 
good at what you do.” 

Call 651.699.1462 and put 
your marketing dollars in 

the right place.
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PresentsBOB REIDELL

Bob Reidell Results

651.696.0855
®

1360 Cherry Hill Road.  –  Beautifully
maintained rambler, new kitchen 
5BR, 5BA.   $469,900

1271 Sylvandale Ln. Beautiful 
gardens on ½ acre lot overlooking 
the creek.  3BR, 4BA.   $674,900

12 Crocus Hill. Premiere block-
Clarence Johnston Colonial.  5BR.   
$819,900

Search for your new home at
www.bobreidell.com

1206 Englewood Ave-Spotless 
starter, everything is mint 
condition. 3BR, 1 BA.   $184,900

1601 Niles Ave-. Charming 1 ½ 
story main floor family Rm. 3BR, 
2BA.   $309,900

1852 Pinehurst Ave. – Opportunity! 
B’ful block, very spacious Colonial! 
4BR, 3BA.    $495,000

®

 Oct. 1st thru Oct. 11th

Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 1-5

Center for Oral Implantology

Missing Teeth?
Call 651-209-0262

Mendota Heights

Dr. Michael Mallinger

FREE
HAMBURGER
When you purchase a second hamburger at equal or greater value
HAMBURGER

CoUpon

        $395 off.
OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/09
Cleveland at St. Clair
651690-1846
Roseville Shopping Center

(Lexington & Larp.) 651488-0241

400 SELBY AVE. 
ON CATHEDRAL HILL

651-225-9414
www.fabulousferns.com

NFL
Sunday Ticket

HQ

Patnode ContraCting Co.
• Tile  • Plastering
• Finished Carpentry 
• Bathroom Specialist
30 years experience in the 

neighborhood.

TOM 651-274-5512

By Jane McClure

Ramsey County commissioners unani-
mously approved a 2010 maximum 
property tax increase of 2.7 percent on 

September 8, the smallest increase county of-
ficials have proposed in a decade.

County administrator Julie Kleinschmidt 
unveiled a 2010 budget of $569.5 million, an 
increase of nearly $4.6 million or 0.8 percent 
over 2009, as part of the biennial budget plan. 
The 2011 budget is for $582.7 million, an 
increase of $13.2 million or 2.3 percent over 
2010. The 2011 property tax increase is pro-
posed at 2.7 percent.

The county plans to levy $259.9 million in 
2010, a $6.9 million increase over 2009.

A zero percent increase is proposed for 
both 2010-2011 for the Regional Rail Author-
ity. Commissioners will levy $19.9 million in 
both years to pay for regional rail operations.

Commissioners said the choices to balance 
the budget in the weeks ahead will not be easy. 
“There’ll be some pain with this budget,” said 
commissioner Victoria Reinhardt, who chairs 
the county’s budget committee.

Kleinschmidt warned that the budget will 
require difficult cost containment measures, 
service reductions and fee increases. “This 
will impact real people and the services they 
need,” she said. 

The budget was prepared against a back-
drop of financial difficulties for many county 
residents, Kleinschmidt said. Between 2003 
and 2008 the county saw requests for public 
assistance climb 34 percent. Food shelf use 
throughout the county has risen 31 percent 
since 2006. Even more troubling, foreclosures 
have skyrocketed by 670 percent between 
2003 and 2008.

“People need vital services, yet at the same 
time people have less ability to pay,” Klein-
schmidt said.

The 2010 budget also has to be prepared 
with an $18 million gap in mind. The county 
took a $10 million hit due to the unallotment 
of various program and categorical aids by 
Governor Tim Pawlenty to balance the state 
budget. The remaining $8 million is attrib-
uted to rising costs.

Some of the measures that will be taken 
to balance the budget include service cuts in 
children’s and adult mental health programs, 
programs for people with developmental dis-

abilities, and programs for child placement 
and protection. Road maintenance will be less 
timely. Library hours will remain the same 
next year, but could change in 2011. Oper-
ating hours at the Aldrich and Harding ice 
arenas will be reduced. A dorm at the county 
correctional facility and another at the juve-
nile detention center will close as inmates are 
transferred to other facilities.

The county will trim 109 positions, but be-
cause of a hiring freeze only about a dozen 
people will be laid off. Five new positions will 
be added in emergency communications.

Health and human services will sustain 
some of the biggest staff cuts, with about 40 
full-time equivalent jobs eliminated over two 
years. Most of the cuts will be to administra-
tion to protect direct services. Heath and hu-
man services will benefit from added state 
and federal funding for some public health 
and workforce services.

When the county’s 2010 budget is viewed as 
a whole, property taxes make up 44.5 percent 
of the total. Another 28 percent is from inter-
governmental revenue, and 18.8 percent from 
fines and charges for services. The rest comes 
from the use of property and sales, as well as 
fund balances.

Major budget expenditures include 47.2 
percent for health and human services, 28.5 
for public safety and justice, and 9.6 percent 
for administration and taxpayer services. 
Smaller amounts are spent on general county 
purposes and transportation, recreation and 
culture.

Public hearings on the 2010 budget will be 
held at 8:30 a.m. on October 30 at the County 
Courthouse and at 6:30 p.m. on November 
30 at Roseville Senior High School. Commis-
sioners plan to adopt a final levy and budget 
on December 15. The levy increase can be cut, 
but not increased by the end of the year under 
state law. Truth-in-taxation notices go out in 
mid-November.

County Board proposes maximum 
property tax hike of 2.7% for 2010

$353,400), 6.6 percent in Macalester-Grove-
land ($281,500 to $262,900) and 6 percent in 
the West End ($177,200 to $166,500).

For property taxes payable in 2009 and 2010, 

that translates to a decrease for every neigh-
borhood except Highland Park, which will see 
a 4.9 percent increase, or an additional $158, 
from $3,200 in 2009 to an estimated $3,358 in 
2010. The 2010 amount does not factor in any 
school district or county increases.

12b propErtY tAxES

“There’ll be some pain 
with this budget,” said 
county commissioner 
Victoria Reinhardt.
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648 Lincoln Ave
$550,000 – 1570sf.  per unit plus 
great storage. Impeccable true 
duplex.  Gorgeous hdwd flrs, 
new ktchn, fplc, new 4 car 
garage, new deck, landscaping.  
2 br, 1 ba per unit.

676 Summit Ave #102
$645,000 – 2,267sf. Executive 
condo at Waldorf Flats.  2 BR, 3 Ba, 
family room, 2 fplc,  2 car gar, 
central A/C, tall ceiling, exposed 
brick, hdwd flrs, gourmet ktchn.  
Old World Charm with all the 
modern conveniences.

496 Holly Ave
$250,000 – 1,350sf.  
2br with ornate woodwork, 
2 fireplaces, hardwood floors, 
washer/dryer, security system, 
detached garage.

AmySperling.com
651-253-2525
Hoffman Parkin Urban Realty

1596 James Ave
$379,900 – 1,872sf.  Stunning 
2 story Mac/Grove.  2nd floor 
glorious master suite with soaring 
ceilings, tons of light, and  wonder-
ful bath.  3 br, 2 ba, beautiful 
woodwork, new ktchn, central A/C.  
Perfection throughout!

676 Summit Ave, #301
$550,000 – 1,572sf.  
Only the award-winning Waldorf 
Flats has this level of character, 
quality, & prestige. 2br, 2 bath. 
Top-floor quiet unit.

Reason #1 to Work with a Boutique Brokerage: No Junk Fees!!! 
                                       All “Big Box” brokerages charge buyers & 
                                       sellers $350-$495 in Broker Admin Fees 
                                       I won’t ever charge them to my clients. 
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Paper Patisserie
366 Selby Avenue • 651-227-1398

Elegant Gift 
Selections:

• New Jewelry
Arrivals

• Diaries for 2010
      Quo Vadis
      Letts of London

Lula
has lots
   of
cute stuff!
1587 SELBY AVE. ST. PAUL

651•644•4110
lulasvintagewear.com

LEITNER’S
GARDEN CENTER
       FRESH FLOWERS&

Naturally beautiful
flowers & plants!

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

945 Randolph Ave. • St. Paul
651-291-2655

The following calls were gathered from re-
cent Community Watch reports by the Ramsey 
County Sheriff ’s Department. For weekly crime 
reports by neighborhood from the St. Paul Po-
lice Department, visit http://stpaul.gov/index.
asp?NID=2399.

Highland Park 
Robbery—Six juveniles robbed a boy of 

his bicycle on St. Paul Avenue around 9:00 
p.m. Friday, September 4. One of the suspects 
struck the boy in the back with a baseball bat.

Burglary—Brabazon Pump, 2232 Ben-
son Ave., was broken into between 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday and 7:00 a.m. Thursday, August 
19-20.

—A purse was taken from a home on the 
1800 block of Bayard Avenue between 12:30 
and 1:45 p.m. Thursday, September 3. The 
suspect entered the house while the owner 
was working in her yard.

—Cash was stolen from a wallet in a home 
on the 1700 block of Sunny Slope Lane around 
3:30 a.m. Sunday, September 6. Entry was 
gained through a kitchen window.

Theft—A theft from auto occurred on the 
2000 block of Bayard Avenue between 10:00 
p.m. Sunday and 1:00 a.m. Monday, August 
16-17.

—A theft from auto occurred at the High-
land Ice Arena, 800 S. Snelling Ave., between 
7:30 and 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 25.

—A purse was stolen from an office at St. 
Catherine University between noon and 3:15 
p.m. Monday, August 31. Stolen credit cards 
were then used fraudulently. 

—More than $1,000 was stolen from  
McDonald’s, 2322 W. 7th St., between 9:30 
and 10:00 p.m. Thursday, September 3.

—A bicycle was stolen between 11:00 and 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, September 5, at Ford 

Parkway and Cleveland Avenue.
—Items were stolen from a locker at Life-

time Fitness, 2145 Ford Parkway, between 
noon and 12:30 p.m. Sunday, September 6.

Sex crimes—Officers found a parked car 
near Cretin-Derham Hall and cited the man 
and woman inside for indecent exposure 
around 11:00 p.m. Saturday, August 15. 

—A 39-year-old Highland Park man was 
arrested for attempted rape, assault and false 
imprisonment on the 1300 block of West  
Maynard Drive around 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
September 5.

Miscellaneous—An intoxicated man was 
swearing at customers and throwing chairs at 
Bruegger’s Bagels, 2136 Ford Pkwy., around 
7:00 p.m. Monday, September 7. He was taken 
to detox.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—An attempted bank robbery 

occurred at TCF Bank, 459 N. Lexington 
Pkwy., around 11:45 a.m. Monday, August 
31. Surveillance video showed two male sus-
pects preparing to rob the bank, but they were 

scared off by an exiting customer. 
Theft—A wallet was stolen at Concor-

dia University between 8:15 and 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 26. Stolen credit cards 
were then used fraudulently.

—A GPS unit was taken from an unlocked 
car on the 1200 block of Dayton Avenue be-
tween 1:00 and 8:00 a.m. Friday, August 21.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A computer and other items 

were stolen from a home on the 1200 block of 
St. Clair Avenue between 8:00 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Friday, August 21.

—A computer was taken from a home on 
the 1300 block of Palace Avenue between Au-
gust 21-25.

Theft—A theft from auto occurred at the 
St. Clair Broiler, 1580 St. Clair Ave., between 
9:00 and 10:00 p.m. Thursday, August 20.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A man was robbed at knifepoint 

at Dewey Street and Feronia Avenue around 
11:15 p.m. Sunday, August 23. 

—A man was robbed of his backpack on 
the 1800 block of Marshall Avenue around 
12:30 a.m. Thursday, September 3.

Burglary—A safe was stolen from Porky’s 
Drive-In, 1890 University Ave., between 1:00 
and 9:00 a.m. Sunday, August 16.

—A home was burglarized on the 1700 
block of Iglehart Avenue around 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 18.

—A home was broken into on the 1600 
block of Hague Avenue sometime before 3:45 
p.m. Thursday, September 3.

—A home was burglarized on the 2000 
block of Selby Avenue around 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 9. 

Theft—Two Merriam Park men in their 20s 
were arrested for theft from auto and criminal 
damage to property at Fry Street and Carroll 
Avenue around 5:30 a.m. Sunday, August 16. 
Neighbors spotted the men carrying back-
packs and using flashlights to look into cars.

—A bicycle was stolen at the University of St. 
Thomas around 4:30 p.m. Monday, August 17.

—A purse was taken from a vehicle on the  
300 block of North Mississippi River Boule-
vard between 11:00 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. Mon-
day, August 17. A credit card was then used 
fraudulently.  

—Credit cards were stolen from a home on 
the 400 block of Herschel Street, it was report-
ed on Thursday, August 20.

—The right rear window was smashed and 
a laptop computer and subwoofer were taken 
from a vehicle on Moore Street and Ashland  
Avenue between 1:00 and 6:00 a.m. Sunday, 
August 23. 

—Nearly $10,000 was stolen from a home 
on the 200 block of Montrose Place between 
noon and 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 25. 

—A theft from auto occurred at Cretin and 
Marshall avenues between 11:30 p.m. Tuesday 

Crime Report

A Brooklyn Park man recently pleaded 
guilty to setting a fire that damaged a 
West End coffee shop last winter.

Phuc “Joey” Vo, 18, was accused of using 
gasoline and molotov cocktails to set fire 
to Rudie’s Coffee House, 1169 W. 7th St., 
at 2:00 a.m. on January 21, according to St. 
Paul Fire Marshal Steve Zaccard. Damage to 
the first floor of the building was estimated 
at $75,000. Firefighters were able to keep the 
flames from spreading to the apartments 

upstairs where the residents were asleep. 
“Anytime someone intentionally sets fire 

to a building where people are living—espe-
cially in the middle of the night—they’re try-
ing to kill someone,” said St. Paul Fire Chief 
Tim Butler. “It’s just like attempted murder.”

The Ramsey County Attorney’s Office 
charged Vo in May with first degree arson, 
a felony that is punishable by up to $35,000 
and 20 years in jail. Sentencing is scheduled 
for October.

Man admits to West End coffee shop fire
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ST. PAUL SENIOR COMMUNITIES
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE

Osceola Place
260 Osceola Ave. (St. Clair & 35E)

651-228-1042

Graham Place

Call for
Fall Specials!

1745 Graham Ave. (West 7th & Davern)
651-699-8500

* Income restrictions apply www.aaapartments.com

$850• Exceptional value – rents from
• Residents 55 years and better!

• Resident activity programs
• Beautiful spacious floorplans
• Extensive amenity packages
• Award winning communities

and 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, August 25-26.
—More than $300 was stolen from Twin 

Town Treatment Center, 1706 University 
Ave., between 5:00 p.m. Friday and 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, September 4-8. 

Sex crime—Undercover police arrested 11 
men for indecent exposure at  Eustis Street 
and Mississippi River Boulevard on Thursday, 
August 27. 

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A home on the 1500 block of 

Carroll Avenue was burglarized between 9:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 7. 

Theft—A utility trailer was stolen from the 
1300 block of Laurel Avenue between mid-
night and 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 20.

—A wallet was stolen from an office on the 
1400 block of Marshall Avenue between 1:00 
and 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 25.

—A video camera and flute were stolen 
from a home on the 1300 block of Summit 
Avenue between 10:00 p.m. Saturday, August 
29, and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 9.

Summit Hill
Robbery—Two male juveniles robbed a 

woman of her purse in the alley near St. Al-
bans Street and Summit Avenue around 8:30 
p.m. Monday, September 7. The woman  suf-
fered minor injuries. Police later arrested the 
juveniles.

Burglary—A home on the 1000 block of 
Fairmount Avenue was burglarized between 
6:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 18. 
A metal box containing coins and bonds sto-
len in the burglary were later recovered in the 
Nativity Church parking lot.

—Oxford Hill Condominiums, 1060 Grand 
Ave., was burglarized between 8:00 and 9:00 
p.m. Monday, August 17.

—Credit cards, bus passes and a cell phone 
were stolen from a home on the 1000 block of 
Lombard Avenue between 10:00 p.m. Friday 
and 10:30 a.m. Saturday, August 28-29. 

—Items were stolen from a construction 
trailer on the 900 block of Fairmount Avenue 
between 5:00 p.m. Thursday and 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, September 3-4.

Theft—A man and woman fraudulently 
received seven free phones between 6:00 and 
8:30 p.m. Monday, August 17, at the AT&T 
store, 1064 Grand Ave.

—A wallet was stolen at William Mitchell 
College of Law, 875 Summit Ave., between 
noon and 4:45 p.m. Tuesday, August 25.

—A rock was thrown through the window 
of a vehicle and an iPod was stolen on the 
1000 block of Lombard Avenue around 2:45 
a.m. Friday, August 28. 

—A bicycle was stolen from a vehicle’s bike 
rack on the 400 block of Summit Avenue be-
tween 10:00 p.m. Wednesday and 6:00 a.m. 
Thursday, September 2-3.

—A theft occurred at Caribou Coffee, 757 
Grand Ave., between noon and 4:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, September 5. The victim’s stolen credit 
card was then used fraudulently. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A man sprayed Mace in the face 

of a woman and stole her purse on the 300 
block of North St. Albans Street around 11:30 
p.m. Thursday, August 20.

—Three masked suspects robbed the occu-
pants of a home at gunpoint on the 900 block 
of Laurel Avenue around 11:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, August 26. A safe was taken from an up-
stairs bedroom.

—A woman was robbed at Kent Street and 
Selby Avenue just before midnight Saturday, 
August 29. 

—A suspect stole a man’s wallet at the bus 
stop at University Avenue and Dale Street 
around 9:00 a.m. Monday, September 7. 

Burglary—Two homes were burglarized 
on the 800-900 blocks of Ashland Avenue be-
tween 11:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day, August 15-16. 

—A laptop computer was stolen from a 
home on the 800 block of Iglehart Avenue 
between 11:30 p.m. Thursday and 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 27-28.

Theft—A window was broken and a GPS 
unit was stolen from a vehicle on the 800 
block of Hague Avenue between midnight 
and 6:45 a.m. Monday, August 17.

—An employee’s wallet was stolen from a 
back room at the Happy Gnome, 498 Selby 
Ave., between 7:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Sunday, 
August 23.

Assault—A 60-year-old Summit-Univer-
sity man was cited for assault at the Attucks-
Brooks American Legion Hall, 976 Concor-
dia Ave., around 8:45 p.m. Sunday, August 
30. The suspect allegedly poked the security 
guard with a knife and was brought to detox.

—A male suspect reportedly sliced a man 
with a knife outside Wolter Brothers Pharma-
cy and Liquors, 438 University Ave., around 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 2. A secu-
rity officer disarmed the suspect.

—A suspect allegedly assaulted a victim 
with a broken beer bottle near Farrington 
Street and Selby Avenue around 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 3. The suspect was gone 
when police arrived.

West End
Robbery—A man was robbed at gunpoint 

on the 100 block of West 7th Street around 
8:00 p.m. Monday, August 17. 

—Two female juveniles were arrested for 
strong-arm robbery on the 1100 block of 
West 7th Street around 4:00 p.m. Monday, 
August 17. 

—Three suspects stole a car at gunpoint in 
the parking lot at Bonfe Auto, 380 W. 7th St., 
around 11:30 a.m. Thursday, August 27.

Burglary—Hinding Heating, 915 W. 7th 
St., was broken into between 6:00 p.m. Tues-
day and 6:30 a.m. Wednesday, August 25-26.

Assault—A man was beaten on the head 
with a metal pipe and found bleeding behind 
a house on the 900 block of Bayard Avenue 
around 2:00 p.m. Sunday, August 16.

—A person was assaulted in the alley on the 
700 block of Juno Avenue around 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, August 16. 

Theft—A theft from auto occurred at Fore-
paugh’s, 276 S. Exchange St., between 6:45 and 
8:45 p.m. Monday, August 17.

—A $350 diamond ring was stolen at So-
phie Joe’s Emporium, 453 W. 7th St., between 
3:00 and 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 18. 

—A theft from auto occurred at Famous 
Dave’s, 1930 W. 7th Street, between 6:15 and 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, August 23.

—A woman’s purse was stolen at the Lucky 
Foxx Bar, 731 Randolph Ave., around 10:00 
p.m. Sunday, September 6. Her stolen debit 
card was then used fraudulently.

—A theft from auto occurred on the 900 
block of Palace Avenue around 3:00 a.m. Fri-
day, September 4.

The following calls were gathered from recent 
reports by the St. Paul Fire Department.

Lexington-Hamline—A kitchen fire was 
reported in an apartment at Skyline Tow-
ers, 1247 St. Anthony Ave., around 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, September 7. The resident took a 
flaming pan from the kitchen into the living 
room, where she tried to put it out with wa-
ter. The oil flared up and set off the sprinkler, 
which extinguished the fire. Two people were 
taken to the hospital for evaluation.  

Macalester-Groveland—A 54-year-old 
man severed a portion of his thumb while us-
ing a table saw on the 1500 block of Sargent 
Avenue at 10:45 a.m. Thursday, August 27.

Merriam Park—A 60-year-old man suf-
fered cardiac arrest while driving his car on 
the 1600 block of Hague Avenue at 7:31 p.m. 
Thursday, August 27. Two nurses living near-
by performed CPR until paramedics arrived.

Summit-University—Firefighters re-
sponded to a house fire at 10:14 a.m. Monday, 
September 14, on the 300 block of Aurora 
Avenue. Plastic baby bottles that were being 
heated in a pan on the stove caught fire, caus-
ing an estimated $100,000 damage.

Fire Calls
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Highland Park
www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Fall cleanup—Volunteers are needed for the Highland Park 
neighborhood cleanup that will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  Saturday, October 10, in the parking lot of Ford Motor 
Company’s Twin Cities Assembly Plant, 966 S Mississippi Riv-
er Blvd. This year, residents will be able to drop off appliances 
at the cleanup site for $10 each. Volunteers will be provided 
with lunch and will receive a voucher to bring in one carload 
of items for free. For information, call the HDC office. 

Board vacancy—A special election will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, October 1, to fill the at-large board position previ-
ously held by Dan Smith. All Highland Park residents, proper-
ty owners and business owners over the age of 18 may vote in 
the election, which will take place before the regularly sched-
uled HDC board meeting at the Hillcrest Recreation Center. 

Senior forum—A task force of the Highland District Coun-
cil will hold forum on Wednesday, September 23, on improv-
ing the neighborhood for senior citizens. Based on comments 
at the meeting, a group of service providers, educators and 
neighborhood groups will continue to meet and on how  best 
to meet seniors’ needs. The forum will be held from 1:30 to 
3:00 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
Call community organizer Kathy Carruth at the office or e-
mail hdc@visi.com.

Mark your calendar—discussion on senior services in 
Highland, 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 23,                    
Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave.; Transporta-
tion Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 
30, Hillcrest Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy.; special elec-
tion for an at-large director at 6:30 p.m. followed by the HDC 
board meeting at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 1, Hillcrest.

Macalester-Groveland
www.macgrove.org • 651-695-4000
 

Fall plant share—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council’s Beautification Committee invites residents to share 
their extra perennials with other local gardeners at its annual 
fall plant share on Saturday, September 26. Those who do not 
have plants to share may purchase them at a suggested dona-
tion of $2.00 per plant. For plant share locations and other in-
formation, check the community council’s website.

Become a neighborhood rep—Block clubs serve as the 
building blocks for maintaining the strength and safety of a 
neighborhood. The key is the role played by the neighbor rep 
who starts a block club, hosts a block party, creates a block map 
with contact information for block residents, and serves as a 
liaison between the block, the district council and the police. 
For information on becoming a neighbor rep, call the com-
munity council or e-mail  afton@macgrove.org. 

Native Garden Awards—A map with the location of the 
winners of the second annual Native Garden Awards is now 
available on the community council’s website. Residents are 
invited to take their own native garden tour. For information, 

call the community council office.
Crime updates—Interested in re-

ceiving e-mailed updates on crime in 
the neighborhood? Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council’s crime up-
dates are based on news releases, tips 
and information received from the St. 
Paul  Police Department. Contact Af-
ton Martens at afton@macgrove.org to 
be added to the e-mail list.

Mark your calendar—Housing 
and Land Use Committee meeting, 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 23, 
Edgcumbe Recreation Center, 320 S. 
Griggs St.

Summit  Hill
www.summithillassociation.org • 651-222-
1222

Summit Hill celebrates—The Summit Hill As-
sociation will hold a neighborhood celebration and board 
elections at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 8, at the Linwood 
Recreation Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. The celebration will in-
clude volunteer recognition, information tables featuring SHA 
committees and events, elections for several open seats on the 
SHA board, and a dessert reception with musical accompani-
ment. All Summit Hill neighbors, business people and prop-
erty owners are invited to attend. For information on running 
for the board,  contact the SHA office or visit its website.

HourCar hub sought—The SHA board has voted unani-
mously to help raise the remaining $8,000 to sponsor an 
HourCar hub in the neighborhood. Tax-deductible donations 
may be made out to the Summit Hill Association and mailed 
to 860 St. Clair Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105.

Worm composting workshop—Due to popular demand, 
the SHA Environment Committee is sponsoring another free 
worm composting workshop at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 
7, at the Linwood Recreation Center. One winner will receive a 
ready-to-use worm bin during the evening.

Keep in touch—Check out the SHA’s website for updates on 
neighborhood happenings and volunteer opportunities. There 
is also information on how to sign up to receive the SHA’s elec-
tronic newsletter.

Summit-University
www.Summit-U.com • 651-228-1855

 
Summit-U’s upkeep—Hamline University’s class of 2013 

kicked off the school year by cleaning up and landscaping a va-
cant Selby Avenue lot that had been the site of the old Pyramid 
market before it was torn down four years ago. The students 
improved the property, but without a plan for new develop-
ment neighbors fear it may again become an eyesore.

This lot is not alone in the Summit-University neighbor-
hood. Unkempt properties—both vacant and occupied—can 

detract from the quality of 
life for surrounding residents. 

The Summit-University Planning 
Council is encouraging residents to 

contribute to the neighborhood’s upkeep. 
Among the steps they can take include:

• Contacting the property owner if you notice garbage, 
unmowed lawns, or other issues that detract from the neigh-
borhood. Those who need help in determining who owns the 
property may call the Summit-U council office.

• If the property owner won’t respond, contact your block 
club chair and the St. Paul Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions (651-266-8989). 

• If all else fails, consider some volunteer action to solve the 
problem. Block clubs can adopt vacant properties to ensure 
they are kept free of litter and don’t become nuisances.

• Help Summit-U’s new Vacant No More program get the 
property back into productive use. Vacant No More works with 
neighbors to promote the reuse of vacant buildings through 
social networks such as Facebook. Search for Summit-Univer-
sity on facebook.com to be a part of that effort.

Union Park
www.unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Neighborhood cleanup—A joint neighborhood cleanup 
will be hosted by the Union Park, Como Park, Hamline-Mid-
way and St. Anthony Park district councils from 8:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Saturday, September 26, at the State Fairgrounds’ 
Camel parking lot off Larpenteur Avenue. Details of the event, 
price lists and vehicle slips have been sent to all Union Park 
residences. The mailing also acts as a registration slip. Those 
who did not receive one should contact Julie Oney at julie@
unionparkdc.org or call 651-645-6887. 

Annual meeting—The Union Park District Council will 
adopt a “green” theme for its annual meeting that will be held 
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Thursday, October 8, at Bethel Chris-
tian Fellowship, 1466 Portland Ave. The free event will include 
updates from city representatives and information on coordi-
nated garbage hauling. For information, call the district coun-
cil office.

District Council 

The district councils 
in the Villager area
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A n e-mailed message a decade ago played a significant 
role in this summer’s rebranding of the Cherokee Sir-
loin Room as the Cherokee Tavern. Cherokee Tavern 

was the name of the establishment when it was founded 76 
years ago. “We got the e-mail from someone in some western 
state—Montana, I think,” said Jim Casper, 44, who with his 
brother Rick, 53, owns the restaurant at 886 Smith Ave. “The 
sender had a ribbon and a jacket patch from the original Cher-
okee Tavern.”

The brothers acquired the memorabilia and recently used 
the design from the jacket patch as the logo for their newly 
renovated restaurant. “We wanted to return to our roots as a 
neighborhood restaurant, rather than someplace people only 
went for special occasions,” Rick said.

The roots to which Rick referred run deep in the neighbor-
hood. The original bar, which still stands along the north wall 
of the restaurant, served its first drink after Prohibition ended 
in 1933. The bar was eventually acquired by a gangster named 
Johnny Quinn. “He was given the bar as a reward for serving 
time in prison for a crime he didn’t commit,” Jim said.

Quinn’s likeness now graces the front of the Cherokee’s new 
menu, but the Cherokee Tavern had a succession of owners 
in its first dozen years. A couple of Army buddies purchased 
the eatery after World War II, renamed it the Cherokee Sirloin 
Room and ran the establishment until 1970 when the Casper 
brothers’ parents, Bob and Dorothy, bought it.

In 1977 the senior Caspers purchased the liquor store next 
door and the building immediately to its south, moved the 
liquor store to the south end and expanded the restaurant. 
When the Casper brothers took over the operation in 1987, 
they sold the liquor store, expanded the restaurant further and 
added windows along Smith. In 1991 they opened a second 
restaurant in Eagan under the same name.

The latest renovation has unified and brightened the bar 
and restaurant. “We took out a half wall in the bar and opened 
the wall between that and the dining area so that people can 
see into the bar,” Rick said. The brothers also refurbished the 
original terrazzo tile floor in the bar, replaced the carpeting in 
the middle dining room with hardwood, exposed the original 
copper ceiling and added new lighting. Booths along the south 
wall were moved to the west wall to create space for a stage.

“We’re going to try to have live music a couple nights a 
week,” Rick said, along with karaoke on Fridays.

The brothers have hired Wayne Romehilt as the new bever-
age director at the bar. Among other things, “he takes different 
spirits, like vodka and tequila, and infuses them with spices 
and herbs from the St. Paul Farmers’ Market,” Jim said. One 
of Romehilt’s specialties is a Bloody Mary made with bacon-
infused vodka.

So far, the changes appear to be successful. Customers have 
reported visiting the Cherokee as many times in a month this 
summer as they had over the previous several years, the broth-
ers said. 

Head chef Derek Houtkooper has created an entirely new 
menu for the Cherokee Tavern filled with appetizers, sand-

wiches, soups and salads. All of the offerings are homemade 
with fresh ingredients. “We basically threw out the freezer,” 
Rick said.

However, longtime customers can rest assured: The Chero-
kee continues to serve its traditional favorites such as the on-
ion rings ($7.00), the walleye dinner ($19) and the Steak of the 
Millennium ($22). The Caspers have also retained the party 
rooms, and they’ll continue their 25-year practice of serving 
free meals on Thanksgiving Day—an annual tradition that has 
grown from 200 to more than 3,000 holiday meals served on 
the fourth Thursday of November.

When my dining companions and I arrived at the Cherokee 
on a recent Saturday night, I couldn’t help but notice in the 
vestibule all of the awards the restaurant has received over the 
years, including City Pages’ designation as the best steakhouse 
in the Twin Cities in 1997 and Minnesota Monthly’s recogni-
tion as a “Top Spot for Carnivores” in 2008. So I ordered the 
Steak of the Millennium with the 1933 recipe for potatoes au 
gratin on the side.

When I order steak, I always ask for medium rare but rarely 

get what I consider that to be: pink with little or no red on the 
inside and a seared outside. In this case, the Cherokee didn’t 
disappoint. My steak was exactly as I like it: pink, tasty, tender 
and seared.

Though the au gratin potatoes weren’t the best I’ve ever had, 
they were certainly near the top, and I’d gladly order them the 
next time if two of my dining companions hadn’t raved so 
much about the mashed potatoes.

Another companion ordered the BBQ Pork Loin Ribs ($14 
for a small portion, $17 for the full rack). He asked for the 
small portion, but the ribs still extended out over both ends of 
the plate. I could tell they were fork-tender, and he obviously 
liked them because he didn’t offer me any to try.

His better-half ordered the Harvest Salad ($10), an eye-
pleasing concoction of diced chicken, squash, craisins, roasted 
onions, sliced Granny Smith apples, crumbled goat cheese, 
spring greens and maple vinaigrette.

My other guest ordered the Margherita Chicken Sandwich 
($8.00), a chicken breast infused with garlic olive oil, then 
grilled, topped with fresh mozzarella, tomatoes and basil and 
served on a ciabatta hoagie. He’s a pretty picky eater and likes 
to take home leftovers, but he gobbled up the whole thing.

His partner went with the Seven-Spice Salad ($10), a gen-
erous portion of pan-seared prime rib with green peppers, 
mushrooms, onions and bacon prepared in a blackening spice, 
deglazed with a sweet and sour sauce and served on greens 
with tomato wedges and ranch dressing. The beef was too 
spicy for her, she said, and she offered me a taste. I thought 
it was terrific and looked forward to finishing what she didn’t 
eat. The next time I looked, however, she’d cleaned her plate.

We also ordered the Cherokee’s steak soup ($4.00) and veg-
gie quesadilla ($7.00). The former was something I’d recom-
mend anytime. The latter was fresh, but I think the chef forgot 
to include the red pepper hummus, which would have given it 
the kick it needed.

None of us were particularly thrilled with the Cherokee’s fa-
mous onion rings or fries. The rings were perfectly prepared, 
but they didn’t have the zing we were looking for, and the fries 
might have spent a little too much time in the kitchen.

The Cherokee Tavern has an extensive wine list but no of-
ficial dessert menu. If the Casper brothers ever decide to offer 
a dessert menu, they’d better include the champagne lemon 
cream cake. The generous free samples we were given by our 
server as a mea culpa for the staff ’s slight oversights were deli-
cious.

We had arrived at the Cherokee at 5:00 that evening, and the 
dining room was almost empty. When we left about 6:15, all 
of the tables were taken and the kitchen was dishing out plate 
after plate of the Steak of the Millennium. So while the Cher-
okee’s new look and new menu may be luring new customers, 
I’m guessing it’s the old standbys that are still luring longtime 
customers them back.

Food
New name, new menu aside, Cherokee still has room for sirloin

Hot Dish
By Morgan Smith

The Cherokee Burger at 
the newly remodeled 
and rechristened Chero-
kee Tavern, dressed up 
with bacon, fried onions 
and cheese and served 
with French fries, a side 
salad and pickle.
phoTos By JaneT hosTeTTer

renovation honors origin of 
popular West st. paul eatery

second-generation owners rick (left) and Jim Casper in their newly remodeled and rechristened Cherokee Tavern.
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Wednesday/September 23
A bicycle repAir workshop will 
be offered by Smart Trips Union Park at 
6:00 this evening outside the Dunning 
Recreation Center, 1221 Marshall Ave. 
Flat tires and other basic repairs will be 
discussed by members of the Sibley Bike 
Depot. A free tire repair kit will be given to 
the first 20 people. Call 651-224-8555.

A red cross blood drive will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today in 
the ballroom at Macalester College, 1600 
Grand Ave. Call 1-800-448-3543.

The leAgue of women voTers 
will offer a program on Instant Runoff 
Voting at 6:00 this evening at the Edgcumbe 
Recreation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. The 
audience will be able to participate in a 
light-hearted experiment that provides 
practice for ranking individual choices. Call 
651-450-6477.

Thursday/September 24
A free seminAr for veTerAns on 
homeownership will be held at 6:30 this 
evening at the Fort Snelling Officers Club 
on Highway 5 and Post Road. Veterans 
will learn about VA mortgage benefits and 
home inspections. A $50 cash drawing will 
be held. E-mail Skaja@exitinnovationrealty.
com or call 651-263-2138.

Friday/September 25
A neighborhood coffee house 
will be open for refreshments, live music, 
board games and conversation from 7:00 
to 10:00 this evening at St. Luke Lutheran 
Church, 1807 Field Ave. Call 651-698-9443.

A fleA mArkeT will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. today and from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. tomorrow at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 104 S. Snelling Ave. A free musical 
performance by Amy & Adams will run from 
6:00 to 8:00 this evening. Concessions will be 
sold during the flea market and performance. 
Call 651-699-5560.

A rummAge sAle will be held from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today and tomorrow 
and from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Sunday in 
Carolyn Hall at St. Mark’s Catholic School, 
1976 Dayton Ave. Coffee and doughnuts 
will be sold. Call 651-644-7724.

Saturday/September 26
fAll mushrooming will be explored 
during a program at 10:00 this morning at 
the Dodge Nature Center in West St. Paul. 
Species will be collected, identified and even 
sampled. The program is recommended for 
adults. The cost is $5.00-$7.00. Call 651-
455-4531.

A liTTle house cAmp sampler for 
grownups will be offered from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. today at historic Fort Snelling. 
Adults will sing songs, play games and make 
food and crafts that Laura Ingalls Wilder  
learned while growing up on the western 
frontier in the 19th century. The cost is $45-
$49. Call 612-726-1171.

seeding of The oAk sAvAnnA 
near West River Parkway and 36th Street in 
Minneapolis will be conducted by Friends 
of the Mississippi River from 9:30 to 11:30 
this morning. Carolyn Carr of Ecological 
Strategies will train volunteers on preparing 

the site and spreading native seeds. To 
register, contact Sue Rich at srich@fmr.org 
or 651-222-2193, ext 14.

A pAm-o-rAmA Tour of Fort 
Snelling’s Upper Post will be offered by 
the Preservation Alliance of Minnesota at 
10:00 this morning. The “behind the fence” 
walking tour will look at one of the nation’s 
most endangered properties and will 
include information on plans to reuse the 
dozens of historic structures on the site. The 
cost is $15. Visit www.mnpreservation.org 
or call 651-293-9047. 

An AucTion of vehicles and 
equipment will be held by the St. Paul 
Department of Public Works at 10:00 this 
morning at its maintenance facility at 891 N. 
Dale St. The auction items will be available 
for inspection beginning at 9:00 a.m. A 
complete list of items may be found at fwr-
auctioneers.com/upcomingauctions.htm. 

“unAuThorized design: 
Challenging Lowertown” will begin at 9:00 
this morning at Mears Park in downtown 
St. Paul. The charrette is being hosted by the 
AIA St. Paul and will look at how light rail 
and the possibility of a new Saints baseball 
stadium will increase the importance 
of pedestrian-oriented amenities in 
Lowertown. Solutions will be presented at 
4:00 p.m. to members of the public. Contact 
Erin McKiel at emckiel@bwbr.com.

A fAmily fun dAy will be hosted by 
Cub Scouts from the North Star District 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. today at the 
state Capitol. There will be free guided tours 
and a chance to scout for treasures in the 
Capitol while parents and guardians learn 
more about Cub Scouting. 

The minnesoTA Air guArd 
Museum will honor veterans and their 
families during an open house from 11:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. today. The afternoon will 
include refreshments, entertainment and a 
chance to view the open cockpits of vintage 
aircraft. The museum is located on the 
guard base off of Highway 55. Visit www.
mnangmuseum.org or call 612-713-2523.

Sunday/September 27
The cAThedrAl of sT. pAul Parish 
Festival is back after an 11-year hiatus and 
will take place from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
today at the corner of Summit and Selby 
avenues. The festival will include traditional 
carnival games, a petting zoo, games of 
chance, a cake walk, bottle blast, cotton 
candy, ham dinner and dessert table loaded 
with home-baked pies. Call 651-228-1766 
or visit www.cathedralsaintpaul.org.

sundAys AT lAndmArk will resume 
with the third annual Mid-Autumn Moon 
Festival from 4:00 to 6:00 this afternoon 
at Landmark Center. Visitors will hear 
moon tales from Asian storytellers, make a 
storybook, decorate a lantern, play twilight 
games, enjoy a taste of moon cake and join 
in the lantern parade through Rice Park. 
Admission is free. Call 651-292-3276 or visit 
www.landmarkcenter.org.

Monday/September 28
nerds AT heArT will present the 
inaugural Twin Cities edition of Dating 
for Nerds from 7:00 to 10:00 this evening 
at the Chatterbox Pub, 800 S. Cleveland 
Ave. Smart singles are invited to play board 
games and show off their skills at trivia 
quizzes in the first local installment of an 
event that has been matching up Chicago 
area nerds for more than three years. 
Admission to the event is $15 in advance 
and $20 at the door and includes a cocktail, 
a complimentary pocket protector and prize 
giveaways. Call 312-265-6085 or visit www.
nerdsatheart.com.

Tuesday/September 29 
A merriAm pArk wAlking Tour 
featuring parks, alleys, architecture and 
sidewalk poetry will be offered by Smart 
Trips Union Park at 6:00 this evening from 
Trotter’s Cafe, 232 N. Cleveland Ave. The 
tour will be led by a photographer and a 
poet. Bring a camera and e-mail the best 
picture to julie@unionparkdc.org for public 
display and entry in a prize drawing. Free 
cookies will be given to the first 20 people. 
Call 651-224-8555.

A red cross blood drive will 
be held from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. today 
in Rauenhorst Hall at St. Catherine 
University. Call 1-800-448-3543 or visit 
givebloodgivelife.org.

Wednesday/September 30
“puTTing down rooTs: Raingardens 
in Residential Settings” will be discussed 
during a free workshop offered by Friends 
of the Mississippi River from 6:30 to 8:30 
this evening at the new Mississippi Market 
on West 7th Street and Otto Avenue. 
Contact Sue Rich at srich@fmr.org or 651-
222-2193, ext 14.

Thursday/October 1
The moTher eArTh bAnqueT will 
be hosted by the Women’s Environmental 
Institute at Amador Hill from 6:00 to 9:00 
this evening in the Carondelet Center, 1890 
Randolph Ave. The fundraiser will include 
a silent auction and an hors d’oeuvres buffet 
featuring organic foods from area farmers. 
The keynote speaker will be Erika Allen of 
Growing Power Inc.-Chicago. Tickets are 
$50. Contact Blake Traylor at 651-209-3934, 
ext. 1, or visit www.w-e-i.org.

Saturday/October 3
A liTTle house dAy progrAm 
will be offered from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
today at historic Fort Snelling. Children 
ages 7-11 will experience life described in 
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House books. 
They will sing songs, play games and make 
food and crafts that Wilder learned while 
growing up in the 19th century. The cost is 
$40-$45. Call 612-726-1171 

Sunday/October 4
The sT. pAul hiking club will 
meet at 2:30 this afternoon at the VFW in 
Mendota for a walk along the rivers. Call 
651-646-6021 or visit stpaulhike.org.

Tuesday/October 6
The desnoyer pArk Improvement 
Association will hold its annual meeting 
from 7:00 to 9:00 this evening in the 
Merriam Park Recreation Center, 2000 St. 
Anthony Ave. The topic will be “Sidewalks, 
Bikepaths and Roadways—Transportation 
Issues Affecting Desnoyer Park.” Residents 
will be able to vote on new board members. 
Representatives of the Met Council, the St. 
Paul traffic engineering department and 
the Bike/Walk  Central Corridor group 
will discuss transportation issues affecting 
Desnoyer Park and adjacent neighborhoods.

The sT. pAul hiking club will 
meet at 7:30 this evening at Nova Classical 
Academy, 1688 Montreal Ave., for a hike 
through residential areas. Call 651-646-6021 
or visit stpaulhike.org.

The Kiosk
Sam Levine and Zachary Glaser 
marvel at a massive bubble cre-
ated during a Bubble Festival 
on September 4 to kick off the 
new year at the Talmud Torah of 
St. Paul Day School. Below, Zoe 
Glaser makes a huge bubble with 
the help of Highland Park neigh-
bor and Zubbles inventor  Tim 
Kehoe. PHoToS By Anne BrAnDruD
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Home Improvement

BOB BRERETON
651-690-5964

Cell: 651-775-7982
MN License #20215516

www.homecustomizers.com

BAY & BOW WINDOWS • DECKS & PORCHES • PATIO DOORS
KITCHENS • ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.paintingbyjerrywind.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpapering & Paper Stripping
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair
• Ceiling Texturing/Repair
• Wood Floor Sanding & Refinishing
METRO-WIDE FREE ESTIMATES

By Frank Jossi

When Tom Schoeller heard the beams 
that once supported the old “Big Jo” 
Flour Mill were headed for a land-

fill a decade ago, he decided to take action. He 
drove to Wabasha and negotiated to purchase 
more than 500 of the mill’s beams that had 
been hewn from trees up to 600 years old.

“We couldn’t see them go to waste,” said 
Schoeller, a Highland Park resident who 
owns Mendota Mantels with his nephew Dan 
Guion. “We stored the beams and eventually 
sold them to the Minneapolis Children’s The-
ater for the ceiling of their lobby. They con-

sulted with us on the design and invited us to 
the grand opening where we got to meet the 
building’s architect, Michael Graves.”

Schoeller, 57, retired a few years ago after 
nearly 30 years as a Ramsey County social 
worker. Looking around for other career 
opportunities, he stumbled into saving old 
growth beams from demolished barns, mills 
and warehouses and turning them into unique 
fireplace mantels. 

“We’re both tree huggers,” said Schoeller. 
“Really, Dan is an artist and I’m a frustrated 
artist. This is a way to express ourselves.” 

In a small showroom behind Schoeller’s 
Norfolk Avenue home, the two men talked 

about their first big score of beams from the 
Wabasha flour mill in 1999. Guion said for 
weeks on end family members were recruit-
ed to pull nails out of the beams before they 
could be milled for the Children’s Theater and 
other clients.

“It was calling all family members on week-
ends to get them de-nailed,” said Guion, 34, 
who has a background in art, interior design 
and carpentry. “There were a lot of nails.” 

Business has grown steadily since then, 
Schoeller said. The company has sold almost 
470 fireplace mantels to date. Recent sales in-
clude a client who purchased four mantels for 
a large home in White Bear Lake and a woman 

from Georgia who bought one for her boat. 
“We’re usually working with 12 to 15 clients 

at any one time,” Schoeller said. 
Initially, Schoeller sold most of their man-

tels to clients in other states through his old-
growthwoods.com and mendotamantels.com 
websites. However, in the past two years local 
buyers have stepped up. The company’s busi-
ness is now evenly split between local and na-
tional clients, Schoeller said.

Though a majority of the beams become 
fireplace mantels, a handful of them have also 
been turned into tables, floor boards, furnish-

Mendota Mantels president Tom Schoeller examines lumber taken from an old grain elevator that will be sculpted and 
finished into a fireplace mantel. PhoToS by brad STauffer

On the beam
Mendota Mantels marks 
10 years of reclaiming 
America’s historic timbers

Wooden mantels are displayed in Tom Schoeller’s high-
land Park showroom. 
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651-282-9636
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roseville 2 story
By combining my customized marketing plan with knowl-
edge of the current market, I helped this seller achieve 
success! Current buyer incentives are creating great 
opportunities for sellers too! Let me put my experience and 
market knowledge to work for you too!

sue Johnson crs
651-329-1264

ClassiC maC-grove bungalow
Sweet front porch, hardwood floors and fabulous 2½-car 
garage. Walk to St. Kates, shopping, walking and biking 
paths along the river, movies and restaurants! 2094 
Palace Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson crs
651-329-1264

outstanding opportunity!
Well-maintained brick & stucco duplex in a convenient 
location, ideal for owner/occupant! Each unit offers 2 bed-
rooms, eat-in kitchen, separate basements. One garage 
stall per unit. 958 Wilder. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs own/agt
651-695-4300 • $269,900

premiere offering!
Tantalizing 2-story in the heart of Highland! Discover 
hardwood flooring, formal dining, main floor family room! 
Fireplace, central air, beautiful back yard with patio! 1976 
Montreal. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $269,900

premiere offering!
"Old world" charm & grace! Classic 3-bedroom, two story 
offers natural woodwork, leaded glass, beamed ceilings! 
Formal dining, front porch, butler's pantry, sleeping porch. 
1173 Laurel. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,416

great new priCe
Interior details make this 3-story home one you'll want to 
own – built-ins, leaded windows, maple kit. cabinets with 
granite countertops, gleaming floors, 5 BRs, 4 baths, 
finished 3rd floor and more. 644 Goodrich.

Jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $699,000

gorgeous highland 2-story – best buy
Immaculate, 3 huge BRs, fabulous natural wdwk. & floors, 
main floor family room, office/library with ½ bath, sunny 
eat-in kitchen with sliding door to patio, new bath plumb-
ing, many updates, new price! You can't beat this one.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $349,900

370 marshall avenue, unit 301
Beautifully upgraded 1-BR w/hdwd. floors throughout, 
stainless appliances and granite counters. Enjoy southern 
sunlight, heated underground parking and the peace of 
mind that comes with living in an extraordinarily well-built, 
secure building. Priced to sell.

Joan Johnson
651-282-9626 • $189,900

4 up 4 down 4 u
Warm woodwork abounds in this Hamline-Midway 4-
square with 4 BRs, main floor office, updated kitchen 
and baths, pantry and more. Walk to coffee shop, library, 
playground. Withheld from MLS – call for showing or 
more info. 1427 Thomas Ave.

luke walBert
651-336-3159 • $269,900

the regenCy
Highland's premier condo complex. 308E offers a won-
derful view of the River Valley from each room and the 
private balcony. Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath unit with 2 under-
ground parking spaces. Party room, pool, meeting rooms, 
rooftop deck and 24-hour on-site security.

leonarD schwartz
651-695-4319 • $139,900

just listed
469 Selby Unit #4: Exceptional 2-BR, 2-bath unit with 
new ceramic baths, new kitchen with stainless appliances, 
hardwood floors, natural woodwork with built-in buffet, in-
unit laundry, all new windows, and garage included.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $245,000

just listed!
1883 Warrior Drive: This quality built 4-BR walkout ranch 
style is in impeccable condition and situated on a very 
private wooded pond lot. It features an entertainment-
sized great room and updated family-sized kitchen with 
center island.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $579,900

ClassiC 4-bedroom
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment-sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard and 
double garage.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $349,900

1389 linColn avenue
True Craftsman style 2-story+ in meticulous condition 
and beautifully maintained. This second owner home has 
wonderful woodwork, FP, built-ins, original butler's pantry, 
gorgeous yard & updated kitchen and screened-in sleep-
ing porch. Close to everything! 4 BRs, 3 baths.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $464,900

majestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

grand avenue live/work opportunity
Wonderful mixed-use building on Grand Avenue. Currently 
retail on 1st floor and owner's residence on 2nd floor. 
Close to restaurants and destination shopping. High 
pedestrian traffic area. Great space and location! 1144 
Grand Avenue.

nancy maas & kate Beckman
651-282-9670 • 651-282-9629 • $499,000

top floor – great view
Penthouse condo at Regency features 2,900 sq. ft. of 
living space! Skylights, FP, windows east, west & soutrh 
make this unit unique. Entertaining is a joy w/wet bar in 
LR, formal DR w/built-in buffet & much storage space for 
dishes, linens & clothing. 3 garage stalls underground.

sanDy aaron
651-282-9606

the best at wilder park
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, guest suite, library, 
exercise room. #801 is 1,040 sq. ft. with 2 BRs and 2 
baths, huge LR, formal DR, 3 great views for $108,000. 
#1212 is 960 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 1 bath, spacious LR, formal 
DR, facing east: reduced to $75,500. 55+

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $108,000 & $75,500

great Condo or townhouse alternative
Smashing one-of-a-kind is 1170 Fairmount. Custom decor 
for soaring vaults and floor-to-ceiling windows. State-of-
the-art everything plus walk-out to extremely private spa 
and courtyard.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $600s

604 high ridge CirCle
in Mendota Heights is north of Hwy 110 and absolutely 
stunning! Must see all new granite, cabinets, high end 
decor. Soaring ceilings, unbelievably spacious. 4 BRs, 
4 baths.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $649,900

highland parkway
Pristine 4-BR/3-bath home with over 2,700 sq. ft. There 
is plenty of room for any size family. Updated kitchen and 
newly finished lower level with ¾ bath. 1835 Highland 
Parkway.

mary mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $449,900

another one sold!
Time is running out for the first time home buyer tax credit! 
Sellers benefit from this credit too, because it brings buy-
ers into the market. Now is the time to make a move! Give 
me a call today! www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson crs
651-329-1264

cbburnet.com

crocus hill
821 grand ave.
651-227-9144

highland park
1991 ford pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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ings or art. The company, which spe-
cializes in using timbers from trees that 
were harvested in the mid- to late-1800s, 
has even crafted a mantel out of wood 
estimated to be 1,200 to 1,400 years old.

Though they still keep a studio in 
Highland Park, Schoeller and Guion 
have moved Mendota Mantel’s work-
shop to a larger space in the Pacal Busi-
ness Center in Roseville. There the nails 
are removed and the beams are cut to 
size and milled to remove old coats of 
paint. 

The beams eventually are varnished 
with boiled linseed oil, tung oil and ure-
thane to reveal the rich, deep grain. “It’s 
hard to find something totally green, but 
we’re trying,” said Schoeller, in part be-
cause the veneer has to be able to with-
stand the heat of a fire.

Clients may select the color tone for 
their mantel, ranging from blond to a 
dark, rich veneer. Some of the mantels 
have intriguing embellishments, in-
cluded one embedded with rough-hewn 
historic masonry stars. Others are deco-
rated with complex inscriptions, such as 
ships or nature scenes. The wood retains 
the nicks and cuts that add to its char-
acter. Since it has been air drying for 
100 years or more, Schoeller said, the 
wood is much more stable than younger 
wood.

The finished mantels generally sell for 
$150 to $300 a linear foot, depending on 
the kind of wood. 

Mendota Mantels has a wide selec-
tion of timbers available and each beam 
tells a story. “We’re history buffs,” said 
Schoeller, who has documents detailing 
the history of the reclaimed lumber.

Lately, the company has been special-
izing in making mantels out of huge 
beams that were taken from the old 
Globe Grain Elevator that is now be-
ing dismantled in Superior, Wisconsin. 
Constructed in 1877 with rare virgin 
white pine harvested from the shores of 
Lake Superior, the Glove Grain Elevator 
was once the biggest grain mill in the 
world.

Finding stock these days is not as easy 
as it used to be, so the men are always 
on the lookout for sources of wood. 
Schoeller and Guion used to offer to 
take down barns for farmers in return 
for the beams they recovered. However, 

as reclaimed wood prices have increased, 
farmers have been less willing to trade 
work for wood. Schoeller also has been 
less inclined to do that kind of salvage 
work himself after breaking an arm and 
a leg in past jobs.

“We deal with other people who are 
doing that now,” he said.

Remembering America’s history by 
restoring old timbers continues to keep 
the two men, well, beaming. 

“Maybe,” Guion said, “these mantels, 
like the trees and the buildings that they 
came from, can last another century or 
three.”

19b meNDota maNteLS

Dan Guion shapes a historic timber in the Mendota Mantels workshop.  
Photo courtesy of MenDota Mantels
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Roger’s Tree Service
         Serving Highland-MacGroveland Since1974

• Trimming • Removals • Stumps
ASh TReATmenTS Certified Arborist
Licensed ♦  Insured ♦  Free Estimates       Cell: (612) 414-9241

 (651) 699-7022    www.rogertree.com

CONCRETE WORKS

651-690-4243

www.hageconcrete.com

Your driveway
can’t escape to Florida 

for the winter.
Hage’s unique products will seal your concrete 

and brick from whatever winter throws at it. 
Our services such as caulking, sealing, tuck-

pointing and waterproofi ng will strengthen the 
surface and extend the life of your investment.
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roseville 2 story
By combining my customized marketing plan with knowl-
edge of the current market, I helped this seller achieve 
success! Current buyer incentives are creating great 
opportunities for sellers too! Let me put my experience and 
market knowledge to work for you too!

sue Johnson crs
651-329-1264

ClassiC maC-grove bungalow
Sweet front porch, hardwood floors and fabulous 2½-car 
garage. Walk to St. Kates, shopping, walking and biking 
paths along the river, movies and restaurants! 2094 
Palace Ave. www.AtHomeWithSue.com

sue Johnson crs
651-329-1264

outstanding opportunity!
Well-maintained brick & stucco duplex in a convenient 
location, ideal for owner/occupant! Each unit offers 2 bed-
rooms, eat-in kitchen, separate basements. One garage 
stall per unit. 958 Wilder. 
*click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs own/agt
651-695-4300 • $269,900

premiere offering!
Tantalizing 2-story in the heart of Highland! Discover 
hardwood flooring, formal dining, main floor family room! 
Fireplace, central air, beautiful back yard with patio! 1976 
Montreal. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $269,900

premiere offering!
"Old world" charm & grace! Classic 3-bedroom, two story 
offers natural woodwork, leaded glass, beamed ceilings! 
Formal dining, front porch, butler's pantry, sleeping porch. 
1173 Laurel. *click on www.tomedelstein.com

tom eDelstein crs
651-695-4300 • $229,416

great new priCe
Interior details make this 3-story home one you'll want to 
own – built-ins, leaded windows, maple kit. cabinets with 
granite countertops, gleaming floors, 5 BRs, 4 baths, 
finished 3rd floor and more. 644 Goodrich.

Jane austin mcgrath
651-282-9625 • $699,000

gorgeous highland 2-story – best buy
Immaculate, 3 huge BRs, fabulous natural wdwk. & floors, 
main floor family room, office/library with ½ bath, sunny 
eat-in kitchen with sliding door to patio, new bath plumb-
ing, many updates, new price! You can't beat this one.

gary faBel
651-282-9613 • $349,900

370 marshall avenue, unit 301
Beautifully upgraded 1-BR w/hdwd. floors throughout, 
stainless appliances and granite counters. Enjoy southern 
sunlight, heated underground parking and the peace of 
mind that comes with living in an extraordinarily well-built, 
secure building. Priced to sell.

Joan Johnson
651-282-9626 • $189,900

4 up 4 down 4 u
Warm woodwork abounds in this Hamline-Midway 4-
square with 4 BRs, main floor office, updated kitchen 
and baths, pantry and more. Walk to coffee shop, library, 
playground. Withheld from MLS – call for showing or 
more info. 1427 Thomas Ave.

luke walBert
651-336-3159 • $269,900

the regenCy
Highland's premier condo complex. 308E offers a won-
derful view of the River Valley from each room and the 
private balcony. Spotless 2-BR, 2-bath unit with 2 under-
ground parking spaces. Party room, pool, meeting rooms, 
rooftop deck and 24-hour on-site security.

leonarD schwartz
651-695-4319 • $139,900

just listed
469 Selby Unit #4: Exceptional 2-BR, 2-bath unit with 
new ceramic baths, new kitchen with stainless appliances, 
hardwood floors, natural woodwork with built-in buffet, in-
unit laundry, all new windows, and garage included.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $245,000

just listed!
1883 Warrior Drive: This quality built 4-BR walkout ranch 
style is in impeccable condition and situated on a very 
private wooded pond lot. It features an entertainment-
sized great room and updated family-sized kitchen with 
center island.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $579,900

ClassiC 4-bedroom
1849 Berkeley: Stunning 4-BR in impeccable condition. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, entertainment-sized rooms, 
brick fireplace, main floor sun room, fenced yard and 
double garage.

Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $349,900

1389 linColn avenue
True Craftsman style 2-story+ in meticulous condition 
and beautifully maintained. This second owner home has 
wonderful woodwork, FP, built-ins, original butler's pantry, 
gorgeous yard & updated kitchen and screened-in sleep-
ing porch. Close to everything! 4 BRs, 3 baths.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $464,900

majestiC 1889 row house
This Ramsey Hill home combines original character 
w/modern amenities. Antique fixtures, 3 fireplaces, ornate 
wdwk., AC, hi-tech audio wiring, updated mech., deck & 1-
car garage plus 2 extra parking spaces. True 4-level New 
York-style townhome. No assoc. fee. 552 Dayton.

sarah kinney
651-282-9621 • $645,000

grand avenue live/work opportunity
Wonderful mixed-use building on Grand Avenue. Currently 
retail on 1st floor and owner's residence on 2nd floor. 
Close to restaurants and destination shopping. High 
pedestrian traffic area. Great space and location! 1144 
Grand Avenue.

nancy maas & kate Beckman
651-282-9670 • 651-282-9629 • $499,000

top floor – great view
Penthouse condo at Regency features 2,900 sq. ft. of 
living space! Skylights, FP, windows east, west & soutrh 
make this unit unique. Entertaining is a joy w/wet bar in 
LR, formal DR w/built-in buffet & much storage space for 
dishes, linens & clothing. 3 garage stalls underground.

sanDy aaron
651-282-9606

the best at wilder park
1181 Edgcumbe Rd.: Party room, guest suite, library, 
exercise room. #801 is 1,040 sq. ft. with 2 BRs and 2 
baths, huge LR, formal DR, 3 great views for $108,000. 
#1212 is 960 sq. ft., 2 BRs, 1 bath, spacious LR, formal 
DR, facing east: reduced to $75,500. 55+

pat mcgill crs
651-695-4311 • $108,000 & $75,500

great Condo or townhouse alternative
Smashing one-of-a-kind is 1170 Fairmount. Custom decor 
for soaring vaults and floor-to-ceiling windows. State-of-
the-art everything plus walk-out to extremely private spa 
and courtyard.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $600s

604 high ridge CirCle
in Mendota Heights is north of Hwy 110 and absolutely 
stunning! Must see all new granite, cabinets, high end 
decor. Soaring ceilings, unbelievably spacious. 4 BRs, 
4 baths.

lolly salmen crs • rosemary mcneely crs
651-690-8582 • $649,900

highland parkway
Pristine 4-BR/3-bath home with over 2,700 sq. ft. There 
is plenty of room for any size family. Updated kitchen and 
newly finished lower level with ¾ bath. 1835 Highland 
Parkway.

mary mcnaney
651-690-8578 • $449,900

another one sold!
Time is running out for the first time home buyer tax credit! 
Sellers benefit from this credit too, because it brings buy-
ers into the market. Now is the time to make a move! Give 
me a call today! www.AtHomeWithSue.com
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Outdoor upkeep 
for chilly seasons

It’s hard to think about winter right 
now, but soon enough the tempera-
ture will drop and most people will 

be spending more time indoors. Just 
don’t forget that the changing seasons 
also take a toll on your home. 

“The fall is an excellent time to make 
your home ready for the long winter 
ahead,” said Robin Peterson, president 
of Coldwell Banker Burnet. “This is es-
pecially true when your home is on the 
market and critical buyers are walking 
through your front door.” 

Here are three ways to prep your 
home for winter:

• Leafy things. Breezy tree-lined 
streets create the rustling leaves of fall, 
which can clog gutters and clutter your 
walkways and patios. Keep walking areas 

swept and collect lawn debris well before 
the first snowfall. Leaf guards keep gut-
ters empty and easier to maintain. 

• Warm it up. Check working fire-
places for loose mortar and debris be-
fore setting the first fires of winter. Have 
the home’s heating system inspected and 
stock up on filters for regular changes 
throughout the season.

• Wrap it up. Hot water pipes lose heat 
when they pass through unheated areas. 
Insulating your pipes can keep tempera-
tures consistent for energy efficiency. 
Pre-formed pipe insulation sleeves offer 
a simple solution.

• Seal of approval. Snow, ice and salt do 
the most damage to driveways. Protect 
yours by caring for any cracks and holes 
before the freeze sets in. Also check for 
drafty doors or windows that allow heat 
to escape. Replace seals where needed.

Homeowners may want to consider 
lightening their energy load this winter 
by replacing incandescent bulbs with 

energy-efficient compact fluorescent 
bulbs. Programmable thermostats also 
make it easier to conserve, and families 
can shave 5 percent off their energy bills 
for every degree they turn the thermo-
stat down below 70 this winter.

Compost site hours
Ramsey County’s seven compost sites 

are open from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; 
from 9:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. Saturdays; 
and from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sun-
days.  

Leaves, grass and other soft-bodied 
plant material may be dropped off at the 
sites for free. Brush may be taken to the 
Midway compost site on Pierce Butler 
Route. Mulch also is available at that 
site. 

Proof of residency is Ramsey County 
is required to access the sites. Call 651-
266-1155.

Homeowners who are interested 
in learning more about period 
furnishings for their turn-of-

the-century bungalow or craftsman-
style home may want to attend the 10th 
annual Twin Cities Arts and Crafts 
Show and Sale on September 26 and 
27. The largest event in the Midwest 
dedicated to the furniture and acces-
sories of the American Arts and Crafts 
Movement of 1900-1920, the show and 
sale will run from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday and from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Sunday at the Progress Center on 

the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.
Antiques from such makers as Stick-

ley, Limbert, Roycroft, Rookwood and 
the Minneapolis Handicraft Guild will 
be available along with high-quality re-
productions of antique furniture, metal-
work, pottery, textiles, art and lighting. 
Approximately 50 dealers from across 
the U.S. will take part, including such 
local retailers as Century Studios, 1816 
St. Clair Ave.; Eastwood Gallery, 404 S. 
Snelling Ave.; and Prairie Woodwork-
ing, 3535 E. Lake St. in Minneapolis. 

A special program on “The Handi-

craft Guild: Minneapolis and the Arts 
and Crafts Movement in Minnesota” 
will be presented at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day. It will include rare examples from 
the personal collection of a local collec-
tor.

The producers of a new PBS docu-
mentary on Elbert Hubbard, the 
founder of the Roycroft artisans in up-
state New York, will be on hand to dis-
cuss the movie and show segments of it 
at 11:30 a.m. Saturday.

Admission to the show and sale is 
$7.00. Parking is free.

Arts and Crafts show returns to fairgrounds
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Come see us at the
Parade of Homes Remodelors Showcase

Sept. 11, 12 & 13thwww.architrave.bz

By Judy Woodward

The first thing you notice about 
Irwin Terry and Bill Campbell is 
that they finish each other’s sen-

tences. Stick around a while longer and 
you learn that they laugh at each other’s 
jokes, sometimes before anyone within 
earshot realizes that anything funny 
has been said. The two dress alike—in 
jeans and identical green cotton aprons. 
They’re both 48 years old, and they both 
have short clipped hair, glasses and 
placid expressions. Campbell’s hair may 
be a little fairer and Terry’s face a little 
fuller, but that doesn’t detract from the 
obvious: “People think of us as a unit,” 
they said.

Terry and Campbell could be excep-
tionally amiable fraternal twins, but 

in fact they have been life partners for 
30 years and business partners for 23 
years. They live together, work together 
and come up together with some of the 
most exquisite solutions to the problem 
of what to do with a window when you 
don’t want to reveal too much of the 
room it illuminates.

Terry and Campbell own Century 
Studios, a Tiffany glass workshop and 
showroom they recently relocated from 
the warehouse district of Minneapolis to 
1818 St. Clair Ave. in St. Paul. There they 
create stained-glass windows and color-
ful glass lampshades using methods de-
vised by the brilliant American designer 
Louis C. Tiffany at the end of the 19th 
century. 

On a recent morning, Terry and 
Campbell were working on a window 

panel for an out-of-state client. The two 
men sat opposite each other on high 
stools, deftly wrapping irregular shapes 
of opalescent blue and green glass with 
copper foil and fitting each piece into 
a pattern which, when completed, will 
re-create a well-known pre-Raphael-
ite painting from the 19th century of a 
dreamy damsel floating downriver in 
a canoe. The pieces had yet to be fused 
together with solder, but someday soon, 
the partners promised, this glass repro-
duction of “The Lady of Shalott” will 
find itself encased in a window frame in 
Wyoming.

Terry and Campbell have a hand in 
nearly every job Century Studios under-
takes. When it comes to issuing orders, 

Let there be color
Partners in stained glass, Century Studios’ 
Terry and Campbell set up shop on St. Clair

Century Studios’ Irwin Terry and Bill Campbell.  PhoToS By Brad STauffer

ceNtuRY   c23
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*Sales offer based on $75 off per window. Minimum of 4 windows required. Financing program is for six months-No Payments-No Inter-
est. Balance due in full six months from date of purchase. $1000 minimum installed package required.  Financing program cannot be 

rate of 8% APR from date of purchase. Other conditions apply. Program subject to change without notice. 

*Sales offer based on $100 off per window. Minimum of 4 windows required. Financing program is for six months-No Payments-No In-
terest. Balance due in full six months from date of purchase. $1000 minimum installed package required. Financing program cannot be 
used or combined with any other offer. Financing cannot be used for previous sales. Financing to well qualifi ed buyers. Default interest 
rate of 8% APR from date of purchase. Other conditions apply. Program subject to change without notice. Offer ends Sept. 30, 2009.

STATE FAIR SPECIAL
ENDS 9/30/09
*Save $100 each

however, they take turns.
“When we work on a proj-

ect,” Campbell said, “one of 
us has the final say.”

“We give each other sug-
gestions,” Terry said, “but we 
don’t always take them.”

The division of labor works 
almost as smoothly as their 
overlapping conversations. 
Campbell tends to take the 
lead on window design; Terry 
is in charge of the lamps.

The lamps are Century 
Studios’ specialty. They are 
reproductions of original Tif-
fany designs and come in 120 
different patterns. However, 
color variations and the qual-
ities of handmade glass make 
each lamp one of a kind.

As Campbell said, “If you 
fall in love with one of our 
lamps—” 

“Buy it,” Terry finished, 
“because the next time we 
make that pattern it won’t be 
the same.”

When it comes to windows, 
the range of their creativity is 
even broader. “We use Tiffany for inspiration,” 
Campbell started. 

“But we hand draw everything,” Terry fin-
ished.

Their clients come from as far away as Aus-
tralia, and their artistic reach is limited only 
by their clients’ imaginations. Campbell and 
Terry relish the challenge of creating windows 
that are unusual if not downright eccentric.
For example, there was the window panel 
commissioned by a client who wanted to hon-
or the varied collecting interests of a married 
couple he knew. One spouse collected Pierrot 
clown figures, the other pink lawn flamingoes. 
The resulting panel managed to incorporate 
both interests into an aesthetic whole of color 
and composition.

Another client asked for a glass representa-
tion of Humpty Dumpty’s great fall.

“If somebody has something that really 
won’t work,” Campbell began.

“We usually can work around it,” Terry fin-
ished.

Tiffany pieces were never meant to be bar-
gains, and Century Studios’ reproduction of 
a 14-inch dragonfly lampshade, for example, 
sells for $2,340. But that might not be bad, 
considering that a Tiffany original went for six 
figures at Sotheby’s a couple of years ago. In 
fact, in constant dollars, the prices of the Cen-
tury reproductions may even be lower than 
the originals’ sale prices around the turn of 
the 20th century, according to the partners.

Tiffany glass and a lifelong relationship were 

probably not what Terry and Campbell had 
in mind three decades ago when they met as 
18-year-old roommates at a Philadelphia art 
school. The following year, they both trans-
ferred to the Minneapolis College of Art and 
Design, where Campbell majored in painting 
and Terry in printmaking. Terry also studied 
collage, “but my strong suit was color,” he said. 
“Stained glass was my outlet.

“We became a business in 1986 because 
people were asking us to make things,” Terry 
said. For the first three years, they ran the 
business out of their home. “One of the hard 
things about having the studio at home was 
that I could never relax,” Terry said. So they 
moved the business to Minneapolis’ ware-
house district in 1989, and when construction 
of the new Twins stadium drove up rents and 
changed the character of the neighborhood, 
they relocated to Macalester-Groveland.

Terry and Campbell spend practically all 
of their waking hours together, most of them 
thinking about their current projects.

“Most projects require a gestation time,” 
Campbell said.

“You have to walk the dog sometime,” Terry 
added.

And while they’re out walking, they’re also 
talking about solutions to problems of color 
and shape.

“Everything is a choice and a decision,” 
Campbell said.

“It’s what keeps us excited when we unlock 
the door (to the shop) each morning,” Terry 
said.

Surrounded by stained-glass lamps and other decorative art, Bill Campbell and Irwin 
Terry busy themselves creating new pieces in their St. Clair Avenue workshop.

22b century

The Oz sun catchers created by Century Studios.
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Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

By Nancy Crotti

Pamela and Daniel Weisdorf 
couldn’t find a china cabinet to fit 
a narrow space in their Summit 

Avenue townhouse. So Pamela, who is 
not one to settle for cookie-cutter furni-
ture, turned to a Merriam Park company 
that designs furniture from scratch.

That company, Third Street Studios, 
occupies most of an unassuming com-
mercial building at 1759 Selby Ave. 
Its principals—Linda Cassone, Rob-
ert Agnew and Russ Tillotson—didn’t 
set out to get into the custom furni-
ture manufacturing business 31 years 
ago. Connecticut natives Cassone and 
Agnew came to Minnesota in the 1970s 
to pursue their passion for theater set 
design. A native Minnesotan, Tillotson’s 
background is in English and theater.

“We worked in every theater in town 
except the Guthrie,” Cassone said. “Then 

we opened the shop.”
They also designed and built sets and 

props for film and video early on, then 
turned to retail display design, but ul-
timately tired of seeing their work dis-
carded. So they moved into furniture 
and cabinetry.

“We’d run into people who wanted 
to know if we could build a sofa, table, 
whatever,” Agnew said. “We started tak-
ing in those kinds of work and began 
doing it full time.”

The Weisdorfs were amazed at what 
Third Street Studios could do for them. 
“Linda is an extremely creative wom-
an,” Pamela Weisdorf said. “She came 
up with three different designs and 
we were blown away by her ability to  
convey what something would look like 

Third Street Studios’ Russ Tillotson, Linda Cassone and Bob Agnew in their Merriam Park shop. PhoToS By BRAd STAuffeR

Selby Avenue studio creates custom 
furniture with flair for the dramatic

thIRD StReet c25

Burl maple grain patterns mingle 
with straight-line accents in this 
tabletop by Third Street Studios.



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2009  VILLAGER PAGE 25

Federal Tax Credit
Up To $1500 for
High Efficiency
Heating & Cooling

$40 off!
Pre-Season Duct

Cleaning
Metro Heating & Cooling • Expires 9/30/09

$40 off!
Early Season Furnace

Clean & Tune-up
Metro Heating & Cooling • Expires 9/30/09

651-294-7798    255 Roselawn Ave. E, St. Paul    24 HOUR SERVICE
www.metroheating.net

COUPON COUPON

PAUL FALZ COMPANY
Heating Equipment and Air Conditioning

24 Hour Service
SALES & SERVICE 651-488-6638

24 HR ANSWERING

HIGH-EFFICIENCY

HEATING SPECIALIST

(651) 486-0000
or

greatgaragedoor.com

• Same Day Service
• New Doors in a Week

• Family Owned Since 1982
• Consumer Award Winner

• FREE ESTIMATES

10%off whole job

Cranston
Professional

Painting
Wallpapering

Woodwork • Faux Design
• Ceiling & Wall Design & Texture

20 Years Experience / Res., Comm.

651-458-5978

20%

Drywall Removal

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Full Service Electrical Contractor
	 • FREE Estimates	 • Service Upgrades
	 • Electrical Maintenance	 • Lighting Conversions

		and Inspections	 • Surge Protection
	 • Alternative Energy

Serving the community since 1965
Give us a call today or visit our website

Office/Retail space for rent
Member:
Minnesota Electrical Association                       American Solar Energy
ABC-Associated Builders & Contractors         Longfellow Business Assocation

4165 Minnehaha Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minnesota
Ph: 612-724-9500             Fax: 612-729-8549

www.nelsonelectricinc.com

I
Build

GARAGES
OVER 1,000 SINCE 1981

REMODELING ROOFING SIDING

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

MN ST. Lic. # BC20376746

651-644-8896

The Carpenter, Inc.
Jack

Demolition &
       Excavating
R.C. Concrete

– Since 1975 –

House & Yard Clean-up
Dumpsters Available

651-771-2386

Concrete - Masonry
All your needs

from Excavating to Finish

R.C. Concrete
Since 1975    651-771-2386

three-dimensionally.”
After the Weisdorfs moved 

to La Rive condominiums in 
Minneapolis in 2005, they 
called on Third Street once 
again, this time to make 
vanities for two bathrooms. 
Pamela Weisdorf also asked 
Third Street to submit de-
signs for La Rive’s front desk 
when she was on the condo-
minium association’s design 
committee. The company 
first built two scale models, 
which helped it win the job.

“Some people can visual-
ize what something will look 
like, but many people can’t,” 
Weisdorf said. “It’s unique, 
yet it fits with the building.”

Although Third Street Stu-
dios sometimes works with 
interior designers, Cassone 
and Agnew said most cus-
tomers are local people who 
find them independently. 

“They’re generally couples 
who really care about what 
their house looks like,” Cas-
sone said. “They’re well-edu-
cated. They’re the kind of 
people who might buy clothes 
at a craft fair as well as furni-
ture. They’re interesting. We 
never have boring clients.”

Like the Weisdorfs, most of Third Street’s 
customers are looking for something unique 
or cannot find something to fit a specific 
space. “We look to match the home first,” 
Agnew said.

“It really helps to see the other things that 
they like,” added Cassone, who generates 
three or four designs for each piece. 

“Ninety-five percent of the time, they’ll like 
one of those and we’ll take it and flesh out the 
design of the whole piece,” Agnew said.

According to Cassone, most people are un-
aware that a lot of mass-produced furniture 
is stained to look like more expensive oak or 
cherry. “I think even people who are aware 
of how much good craft, good art and good 
design exist are just used to settling for what’s 
available,” she said. 

“The other thing that most people don’t 
realize is that cost-wise, custom furniture is 
more often than not comparable to good-
quality commercial furniture like Gabberts 
sells,” Agnew added. “It’s not twice as much as 
buying it off the shelf.”

Third Street has designed and built dining 
room tables that cost from $2,500 to $14,000, 
according to Cassone. “It’s a pretty wide range, 
depending on how involved the design is,” she 
said.

Third Street will design and build anything 
but chairs, and over the years has produced 
everything from period pieces to a whimsi-
cal tree house and bridge for a boy’s bedroom. 
It also has created custom-crafted kitchens, 
from tiny to spacious. 

“There’s no material we can’t use,” Cassone 
said. “We’re an unusual shop.” (The firm even 
designed and built the giraffe and polar bear 
sculptures for the Como Zoo.)

Furniture-making has become an increas-
ingly high-tech field over the years, but Third 
Street has not gone that direction, according 
to Tillotson. “We’re pretty low-tech,” he said. 
“No computer-controlled woodworking ma-
chines.”

“They have a tremendous team,” Pamela 
Weisdorf said. “They’re consummate carpen-
ters, real craftsmen. They know wood and 
their finish work is just exquisite.”

24 THIRD STREET

A maple and brass foyer table featuring chemically in-
duced, metal patinas created by Third Street Studios. 



page 26	 VILLAGER 	 WEDNESDAY, september 23, 2009

3233 East 40th St.
612-729-2358

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-5:00
Just across the 

Ford Bridge in Mpls.

FIX-UP TIME

WINDOW SAVINGS YOU
INSTALL YOURSELF.

Replacement
sash from
Marvin Windows

Save on energy costs. Save on window
installation. Just replace your drafty old
double-hung sash with a new,
energy-efficient Tilt Pac by Marvin.

FALL

SATURDAY 8:00-NOON

• ROOFING • PANELING
• INSULATION • GARAGES
• DECKS • CEMENT
• FENCING    PRODUCTS
• ROOM • MOULDINGS
   REMODELING • SHELVING
• HOME • COMBINATION
  ADDITIONS    DOORS

WE HAVE THE BUILDING
MATERIALS FOR YOUR REPAIR

AND REMODELING NEEDS.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
AROUND YOUR HOME…

www.LandmarkFence.com

LANDMARK FENCE
                       & Deck

Custom Wood, Ornamental & Vinyl Fencing
  • Serving the Entire Metro
     Area Since 1978
  • Free Estimates
  • State License #20267728
  • Repairs & Partial Installation
  • Showroom – 1345 Hwy. 13,
     Mendota, MN
  • Custom Do-It-Yourself Packages

                       & Deck                       & DeckFall Sale!

“Let us build something special for you!”

651-457-5227

Hundreds of items
for the homeowner,

contractor
or do-it-

yourselfer

Hiawatha

REDDY RENTS
  4411 Hiawatha Ave.
  612 722-9516

Take Ford Parkway
(46th St. in Mpls.)
to Hiawatha, turn
right - 2 blocks.

So.
Mpls.

Do it yourself
and save!
Your project made
simple with tools
from Reddy Rents
• Paint Sprayers
• Floor Sanders
• Floor Polishers
• Rug Shampooers
• Wallpaper Steamers
• Texture Sprayers
• Pressure Washers
• Roto Tillers
• Power Rakes
• Aerators

Do it yourself
and save!

La Patisserie, 1570 Randolph Ave., will hold a fundraiser from 
6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 6, to benefit employee 
Mary Plaster, who was severely injured last summer when a 
motorist fleeing police crashed into a parked car, pushing it 
into her as she stood behind another vehicle. Plaster, who was 
celebrating her 21st birthday that day, has had multiple surger-
ies since then. Proceeds from sales on October 6 will help pay 
her medical bills. For information, call 651-690-8973.

A “Financial Management of Your Business” seminar will be 
offered by SCORE small business counselors from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.  Wednesday, September 30,  at University Bank, 
200 University Ave. The seminar will cover financing and loan 
alternatives, financial accounting and cash flow management. 
The cost is $40. Visit www.score-stpaul.org.

Free job search assistance will be offered by Goodwill-Easter 
Seals from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. each Wednesday in October at the 
Central Library, 90 W. 4th St. Help will be available on looking 
for a job, filling out applications, and writing resumes and 
cover letters. Call 651-266-7000, ext. 5. 

A Business After Hours event will be held from 4:30 to 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, September 30, in the Progress Center at the 
Stage Fairgrounds. The event will feature a business expo, food 
and networking activities. Admission is free. Call the Highland 
Business Association at 651-699-9042. 

Business Briefs
Grand goes glam

Grand Avenue will be getting all dolled up on Thurs-
day, September 24, for Adorn, a night of trunk 
shows, runway collections, and demonstrations 

of the latest hair and makeup trends as part of MNfashion 
Week. Local boutiques and restaurants will be teaming up 
with Twin Cities designers from 5:00 to 9:00 that evening 
to showcase all the fashion and style Grand has to offer.

Some of the featured events include customized screen-
printed tights courtesy of Picky Girl and Calpurnia Peach; 
style tips from fashionistas Bethany Lorelle and Marisa 
Martinez hosted by Quince at Café Latte; trunk shows 
showcasing local designers Kimberly Jurek, Robyne Rob-
inson, Adriene Grahn and Julie Schuett at Karma; hood-
ies and T-shirts with local flavor from Greenhouse and 
ADentheos; complimentary chair massages and makeup 
touch-ups at phresh spa salon; and makeup and hair trend 
presentations from Juut SalonSpa.

Participating Grand Avenue businesses will also feature 
promotions and discounts on everything from clothes to 
cocktails during MNfashion Week, which runs through 
September 27. For a list of participating businesses, visit 
www.grandave.com.

Religious Notes
“Your Spiritual Autobiography” will 
be taught by Rabbi Sharon Stiefel from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on six Wednesdays 
beginning September 23 at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. 
The cost is $45. Call 651-255-4737.

The Minnesota State Sacred Harp sing-
ing convention will take place from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, September 
26, at St. Sahag’s Armenian Church, 203 
N. Howell St., and on Sunday, Septem-
ber 27, at the Landing in Shakopee. Ad-
mission is free. Call 651-457-7762.

A discussion on “The Faith Commu-
nity’s Role in Health Care Reform” will 
be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Sunday, 
September 27, at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 700 S. Snelling Ave. Call 651-
699-1378.

Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th 
Ave. S., Minneapolis, will celebrate its 
designation as a National Historic Land-
mark on Sunday, September 27. Wor-
ship at 9:30 a.m. will be followed by a 

luncheon and a presentation by the Na-
tional Park Service. Call 612-721-6611.

The Lawyers’ Guild of St. Thomas 
More will hold its 59th annual Red Mass 
at 9:00 p.m. Sunday, September 27, at the 
University of St. Thomas chapel. Brunch 
will follow. Call 651-962-6437.

Transcendental meditation will be in-
troduced on Monday, September 28, by 
Jim Horwath of the Maharishi Invinci-
bility Center. The free program will run 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Hillcrest 
Recreation Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 

“Religion and Sustainability: How 
Caring for Creation Benefits Our Spiri-
tual Life, Finances, Business, Commu-
nity and Planet” will be presented at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 29, in the 
O’Shaughnessy Educational Center at 
the University of St. Thomas. Call 651-
962-5780.

A Blessing of the Animals will be held 
at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, October 4, at St. 

Clement’s Episcopal Church, 901 Port-
land Ave. Call 651-228-1164.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s Third 
Order Community will hold an open 
house at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, October 4, at 
Nativity Church, 324 S Prior Ave. Call 
651-454-6123 or 952-941-6896.

Yom Kippur services will begin with Kol 
Nidre at 6:00 and 8:30 p.m. Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, at the Temple of Aaron, 616 
S. Mississippi River Blvd. Services will 
continue at 7:30 a.m. and noon Monday, 
September 28. Monday’s observance will 
also include a family service at 11:00 a.m., 
“Ask the Rabbi” at 3:00 p.m., a healing 
service at 4:30 p.m., Mincha at 5:00 p.m., 
Neilah at 6:30 p.m., Maariv-Havdalah at 
7:00 p.m. and the blowing of the shofar 
at 7:30 p.m. Call 651-698-8874.

A Festival of Tabernacles service will be 
held at 9:00 a.m. Sunday, October 4, at 
the Temple of Aaron, 616 S. Mississippi 
River Blvd. A free Sukkot salad bar lun-
cheon will follow. Call 651-698-8874. 
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On the Town

Glockenspiel

    SeaSon with US!
605 West 7th Street      651-292-9421

(1 mile west of Xcel Energy Center)
www.glockenspielrestaurant.com

Saint Paul’s German Restaurant

 Celebrate               Oktoberfest
Proudly Serving Deutschland Meats

G G

GR
EA

T 
FO

OD
GR

EA
T 

BE
ER

  1802 St. Clair 651699-2445   224 No. Cleveland 651644-4983

$199

20% Off Dry Cleaning

                                                              REMEMBER: If you want a finely
finished shirt collar, we 
are your only choice!

  

Beautifully Laundered
& Pressed on Hangers

and/or Men’s Shirts

Coupon must be presented with 
incoming order.

 Coupon expires 10/31/09.

- No Limit
on Discount!
(Do the Math)

     Includes Drapes

Super COupON

$199

By Bill Stieger

Paris may be the most photographed 
city on earth, and with good reason. 
Few cities offer as much history, culture 

and beauty. Nearly all of the world’s great 
photographers have documented Parisian 
life: Eugene Atget, Andre Kertesz, Henri 
Cartier-Bresson and Brassai took many of 
their greatest pictures there.

Thus, to undertake a photographic 
documentary of Paris, as Peter O’Toole 
of Highland Park has done with his self-
published Paris Photos, Paris Walks, is akin 
to a high school ballplayer attempting to 
break into the starting lineup of the New 
York Yankees. O’Toole’s new book succeeds 
because of his humble and honest eye, a 
gift that eludes lesser though perhaps more 
highly trained professional photographers.

“I started out by taking a photo class at 
the University of Minnesota back in 1992,” 
said O’Toole, who works as a resource 
coordinator for the city of Minneapolis. “A 
friend loaned me his 35-millimeter camera 

so I could enroll.”
O’Toole grew up in Crystal, a small town 

in extreme northeast North Dakota, and 
before 1992 had very little experience in the 
arts. He had earned his college degrees in 
economics and finance, and at the time was 
working at the chancery of the Archdiocese 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis.

“The class at the U was on documentary 
photography,” O’Toole said. “I got a lot of 
encouragement from the instructor and the 
other students. Digital photography hadn’t 
really yet taken hold, so I learned the old 
way—developing negatives and printing 
black-and-white pictures in the darkroom.”

What began as a mild interest soon 
became an obsession, which led to O’Toole’s 
first trip to Paris. “I was talking about my 
photography with one of the nuns who 
worked at the Chancery,” he said. “She told 
me that I had to go to Paris, that every artist 
has to go to Paris.”

By chance, John Elsing, a friend from the 
U of M’s University Club, invited O’Toole 
to accompany him on a trip to France. 

“That’s how the traveling began,” 
O’Toole said, “and I’ve been 
going to Paris every year since.”

O’Toole photographed all 
of the obvious sights—Père 
Lachaise Cemetery where many 
of the great artists of the 19th and 
20th centuries are interred, the 
parks such as Buttes Chaumont, 
the storied sidewalk cafes and 
the artists at their easels beside 
the Seine. Student photographers 
back in the 1960s used to call 
the requisite trip to Paris “the 
Tri-X Tour,” after the ubiquitous 
high-speed black-and-white film 
manufactured by Kodak.

O’Toole returned to Paris 
again and again with his partner 
Tim Shultz, and the photos 
began to pile up. “Peter wanted 
to arrange his photographs in 
some kind of portfolio,” said 
Shultz, who works at the Walker 
Art Center as the accounting 
manager. “When we visited 
Paris, Peter would just want to 
go out and take pictures. But 
I’m a more organized type of 
person. I wanted to know where 
we were going to walk. That was 
the origin of the concept of ‘Paris 
walks.’”

The 135 black-and-white images in Paris 
Photos, Paris Walks are organized around 14 
different walking tours of Paris and a 15th 
tour of its surrounding suburban area. Each 
tour begins with a description of the walk, 
the various landmarks that they pass, their 
history and a hand-drawn map of the course 
actually taken. The photos that follow were 
all taken on that particular tour.

The walking tours help lift O’Toole’s 176-
page book from a collection of photos of 
Paris into a shoe-leather guide for those who 
are bent on discovering Paris for themselves.

“Tim organized the walks,” O’Toole said. 
“I like to say that he was the book’s navigator. 
I couldn’t have come up with the concept 
without him.”

Variations of O’Toole’s images appear 
in the portfolios of many photographers. 
What sets his apart are their utter lack of 
guile. O’Toole doesn’t attempt to capture 
the “decisive moment” of Cartier-Bresson—
people captured in acts that mirror the 
surrounding landscape, a cliché that nearly 
every street photographer falls into. And he 
doesn’t strive for the “irony” sought by so 
many camera slingers—the bum passed out 
on the bench as an oblivious woman clad in 
mink strolls by.

Paging through Paris Photos, Paris Walks, 
you get the sense that O’Toole is just a man 
with a camera walking around Paris, albeit 
with a finely tuned eye for composition. And 

that is quite enough.
“Finding out how to produce the book was 

much harder than making the photographs,” 
said O’Toole, who spent two years learning 
the ins and outs of computer graphics, the 
techniques for organizing the pictures into a 
coherent whole, and the computer software 
that enabled him to transfer his traditional 
black-and-white prints into a digital format 
and to produce the maps that illustrate each 
of the walks. “I then hired a book editor and 
finally got it finished,” he said.

O’Toole’s book, which is narrated in both 
English and French, won the Printer Industry 
of Minnesota’s 2008 Star of Excellence Best 
of Merit award, placing second in a field of 
more than 500 books and journals. O’Toole 
sold out the first edition of 500 copies, and 
Paris Photos, Paris Walks is now in its second 
printing of 2,500 copies.

“I’m selling a lot of books through 
Amazon.com and my website 
(peterotoolephoto.com),” he said. The book 
is also available at the Walker Art Center in 
Minneapolis and Common Good Books in 
St. Paul.

With Paris under his belt, where will 
O’Toole focus his camera next? 

“You know, I haven’t any idea,” he said. 
“Maybe I’m done with photography. This was 
so much work—a whole decade. I’m just glad 
to be done with it.”

A Paris street scene through the lens of Peter O’Toole.

Highland Park photographer Peter O’Toole.  PHOTO by brAd sTAuffer

An eye for Paris
Photographer O’Toole boldly goes 
where so many have gone before
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Theater
Becky’s New Car, Steven Dietz’s wacky and 
wistful drama about the road not taken, 
is playing at Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 
7th Place. Directed by Peter Moore, it stars 
Virginia Burke as a 40-something office 
manager whose life takes some unexpected 
turns when she meets up with a love-struck 
millionaire. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday through October 4. Tickets are $15-
$40. Call 651-291-7005.
“Aphra’s Attic,” featuring the short comedies 
Overtones (1916) by Alice Gerstenberg and 
The Coach (1540) by Margaret of Navarre, 
is being presented through October 4 by 
Theatre Unbound. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday and 
2:00 p.m. Sunday at the Lowry Lab Theater, 
350 St. Peter St. Call 612-721-1186.
Much Ado About Nothing, Shakespeare’s 
rollicking romance about love and courtship 
transported to 1950s Italy, is being staged 
through October 4 at Theatre in the Round, 
245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Directed 
by Craig Johnson, it stars Wade A. Vaughn, 
Amanda Whisner and Tim Jopek. Show 
times are 8:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
2:00 p.m. Sunday and 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
October 1. A discussion with Johnson and 
the cast will follow the matinee on September 
27. Tickets are $20 with discounts for seniors 
and students. Call 612-333-3010.
Actors Theater draws a bead on your funny 
bone with Deer Camp. The musical comedy 
about four hapless hunters returns to the 
wilderness of St. Paul’s Lowry Theater from 
September 24 through November 22. The 
problem is, after decades of hunting trips, the 
guys have yet to bring home a single deer and 
the wives are getting suspicious. Show times 
are 7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 5:00 and 
8:30 p.m. Saturday and 5:00 p.m. Sunday on 
the stage at 16 W. 5th St. Tickets are $29-$39. 
Call 1-800-982-2787.
West Side on the South Side, a new play 
inspired by the stories of longtime denizens 
of St. Paul’s West Side, will be performed on 
September 25-27 at the Wellstone Center, 
179 E. Robie St. Written by Al Justiniano 
with music by Becky Dale and Brandon 
Nam, the world premiere production features 
a cast of professional and local actors. Show 

times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 
2:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $10. Call 1-800-
838-3006.

Canadian playwright Judith Thompson’s 
Palace of the End will be performed from 
September 25 through October 18 by Frank 
Theatre, 2637 27th Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
The drama is composed of three imagined 
monologues by such historical figures as 
Army Private Lynndie England of Abu 
Ghraib fame, British weapons inspector 
David Kelley and Nehrjas al Saffarh of the 
Communist Party of Iraq. The curtain rises 
at 8:00 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 
2:00 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $16-$20. Call 
612-724-3760.

The Pearl Fishers, the opera by Georges 
Bizet about a dangerous love triangle among 
two lifelong friends and the mysterious 
priestess who reignites their rivalry, is 
playing September 26 through October 
4 on the Minnesota Opera’s stage at the 
Ordway. Jesus Garcia, Phillip Cutlip and 
Isabel Bayrakdarian star in this San Diego 
Opera production, which will be sung in 
French with an English translation projected 
above the stage. The curtain rises at 8:00 
p.m. September 26, 7:30 p.m. September 29, 
October 1 and 3, and 2:00 p.m. October 4. 
Tickets are $20-$150. Call 612-333-6669.

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story, a musical 
drama about Charles Hardin Holley, the 

rock ’n’ roll pioneer whose meteoric rise 
to stardom ended tragically in 1959 in a 
plane crash, will open a month-long run on 
Saturday, October 3, at the History Theatre, 
30 E. 10th St. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $28-$32, $25-$30 for 
seniors, $15 for students, $10 for children. 
Tickets for opening night are priced from 
$75-$125 and include a preshow ’50s bash 
with live music, hors d’ouevres, wine and 
beer, a conversation with Peggy Sue herself 
and a postshow party. Call 651-292-4323.

Music
Vaughan Williams’ The Lark Ascending will 
be featured in St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
performances on September 24-26 under the 
baton of Douglas Boyd. Britten’s Variations 
on a Theme of Frank Bridge, Beamish’s 
Under the Wing of the Rock and Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 96 in D, The Miracle, will 
also be performed in concerts at 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church in Apple Valley, at 10:30 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. Friday at Wooddale Church in 
Eden Prairie and at 8:00 p.m. Saturday at St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900 Summit 
Ave. Tickets are $11-$59 for adults, $5.00 for 
children. Call 651-291-1144.

Nashville-based finger-style guitarist 

Pete Huttlinger will perform alone at 8:00 
p.m. Friday, September 25, in Hamline 
University’s Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. 
Winner of the 2000 National Fingerpicking 
Championship, Huttlinger’s latest CD is 
“Fingerpicking Wonder: The Music of Stevie 
Wonder.” Tickets are $22, $17 for students 
and seniors. Call 612-677-1151 or stop by 
Cadenza Music, 149 N. Snelling Ave.

Concertos, sonatas and suites by two of 
England’s greatest composers—Henry 
Purcell on his 350th birthday and George 
Frederick Handel on the 250th anniversary 
of his death—will be performed on 
Saturday, September 26, by the Lyra Baroque 
Orchestra. The concert will begin at 8:00 
p.m. in Sundin Hall at Hamline University, 
1531 Hewitt Ave. Call 1-800-595-4849.

The Oslo Chamber Choir, under the 
direction of Håkon Daniel Nystedt, will 
present a concert of Norwegian folk music 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, September 26, in 
Hoversten Chapel at Augsburg College, 
Riverside and 22nd avenues in South 
Minneapolis. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 
at the door, with discounts for students and 
seniors. Call 1-800-838-3006.

The Rose Ensemble will offer a free preview 
of its new CD, “Il Poverello: Medieval & 
Renaissance Music for St. Francis of Assisi,” 
at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 29, at the 
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Ave.

Armenian pianist Nareh Arghamanyan, 
winner of the 2008 Montreal International 
Piano Competition, will perform at 3:00 
p.m. Sunday, October 4, in the concert 
hall of the Fine Arts Center at Macalester 
College. Sponsored by the Frederic Chopin 
Society, Arghamanyan’s program will 
include Mendelssohn’s Variations Sérieuses, 
Beethoven’s Sonata in A-flat Major, Chopin’s 
Polonaise-Fantaisie and Schumann’s 
Humoreske. Tickets are $20, $12 for full-time 
students ID. Call 612-822-0123.

The Legacy Ensemble—flutist Barb Holm, 
violinist John Holm and cellist Daryl 
Carlson—will present the world premiere of 
“Hiawatha Blues” on Sunday October 4. The 
concert, which begins at 4:30 p.m. at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2730 E. 31st St. 
in Minneapolis, will also feature folk songs 
and music by Corelli, Bach and F. Danzi. 
Admission is free, but donations will be 
accepted. Call 612-729-8358.

Director Jordan Sramek (foreground) and his Rose Ensemble will present hymns, dances 
and motets that have been composed over the centuries in honor of St. Francis of Assisi 
on October 2 and 3. The music will being at 8:00 p.m. on Friday at Nativity Church, 1900 
Wellesley Ave., and on Saturday at the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis. Joining the 
ensemble will be Milanese virtuoso Isacco Colombo on Italian bagpipes, shawm, fife and 
tabor. Tickets are $35, $25 and $17. Call 651-225-4340.  phOTO By MIChAEl hAughIRES
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Film
Minnesota’s National Park Legacy, a new 
film by Twin Cities Public Television about 
the significance of Minnesota’s national 
parks, will be shown at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
September 24, at the Bell Museum of Natural 
History, 17th and University avenues in 
Southeast Minneapolis. The film’s producer, 
Steve Spencer, will speak after the show and 
then lead a tour of the Bell Museum current 
exhibit on the national parks. The film is free 
with museum admission, which is $5.00, 
$3.00 for seniors and children ages 3-16.

Guatemalan filmmakers Luis Argueta 
and Vivian Rivas will show a portion of 
their documentary, abUSed: The Postville 
Raid, about U.S. Immigration’s 2008 raid of 
an Iowa kosher meat processing plant, at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 6, at the Jewish 
Community Center, 1375 St. Paul Ave. The 
film examines the issues of undocumented 
workers in the U.S. Admission is free. A 
panel discussion will follow. 

The Devil Came on Horseback, a docu-
mentary on the widespread killing taking 
place in the Darfur region of Sudan pre-
sented through the eyes of former U.S. 
Marine Captain Briand Steidle, will be 
screened at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 
7, in Giddens Learning Center at Hamline 
University, 1536 Hewitt Ave. Admission is 
free. A discussion will follow.

Books
Imprisoned: The Travails of a Trafficked 
Victim, a true story of modern-day slavery, 
will be discussed by author Bukola Oriola on 
Thursday, September 24, at the Carondelet 
Center, 1890 Randolph Ave. The program 
begins at both 3:00 and 5:30 p.m. A reception 
and book-signing will be held from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Call 612-521-6850.

Merriam Park-grown author Eric Dregni 
will discuss his new book, Never Trust a Thin 
Cook and Other Lessons from Italy’s Culinary 
Capital, at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 
24, at Barnes & Noble in Har Mar Mall, 2100 
N. Snelling Ave. and at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
October 15, at Common Good Books, 165 
N. Western Ave. Call 651-639-9256.

Local historian Curtis Dahlin will discuss 
the Dakota Uprising of 1862 in a free 

program at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, September 
27, at St. Paul’s Central Library, 90 W. 4th 
St. The author of Dakota Uprising Victims: 
Gravestones & Stories and The Dakota 
Uprising: A Pictorial History, Dahlin grew 
up on an Indian reservation in South 
Dakota and is now working as a planner and 
analyst for the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.
Barbara W. Sommer will discuss her book, 
Hard Work and a Good Deal: The Civilian 
Conservation Corps in Minnesota, in a free 
program at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 4, at 
St. Paul’s Central Library, 90 W. 4th St. Born 
out of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal, the Civilian Conversation Corps put 
more than 77,000 Minnesotans to work at 
the height of the Great Depression. Call 651-
266-7000 extension 5.

Dance
A choreographed performance of John 
Cage’s landmark 1948 piece, “Sonatas 
and Interludes for Prepared Piano,” will 
be presented on September 26 and 27 at 
Macalester College. Macalester professor 
Mark Mazullo will play Cage’s 70-minute 
piece on a piano whose strings have been 
altered with bolts, screws, mutes, rubber 
erasers and the like. Dancers include 
Becky Heist, Krista Langberg, Christopher 
Watson, Wynn Fricke and Eric Boone. The 
curtain rises at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 2:00 
p.m. Sunday in the theater of Macalester’s 
Fine Arts Center. Admission is free. For 
reservations, call 651-696-6359.

Exhibits
“America’s Best Idea: A Photographic 
Journey Through Our National Parks” is 
being offered through October 4 at the 
Bell Museum of Natural History, 17th and 
University avenues in Southeast Minneapolis. 
Featured are panoramic prints of America’s 
58 national parks taken by noted landscape 
photographer Stan Jorstad. Christopher 
Stein, superintendent of the St. Croix 
National Scenic Riverway, and Ed Cushing, 
a national expert on ecology and climate, 
will lead a tour of the exhibit from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, October 1. Admission 
is $5.00, $3.00 for seniors and children ages 
3-16, free to kids under 3 and free for all on 
Sundays. Call 612-624-7083.
“Encounters: The Past Reconfigured,” 
featuring paintings by Chinese artists Li 
Shuan and Liu Xuguang, is on view through 
October 8 at the Katherine E. Nash Gallery 
in the Regis Center for Art, 405 21st Ave. S. 
in Minneapolis. Admission is free.
“Shiny is My Favorite Color,” more than 70 
works by nine artists ranging from metal and 
glass sculpture to illuminated manuscripts 
and textiles, are being displayed through 
November 13 at the University of St. Thomas. 
A public reception for the artists—Carolyn 
Halliday, Alan Honn, Melinda Kordich, 
Nicholas Legeros, Bernadette Mahfood, Don 
Paul, Robyn Beth Priestley, Marlene Regan 
and Jo Wood—will be held from 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, October 3, in the Lobby 
Gallery of the St. Thomas’ O’Shaughnessy 
Educational Center. Admission is free.
The best in graphic design, advertising art, 
illustration, photography and interactive 
design is being shown through October 17 in 
the gallery at the College of Visual Arts, 173 
N. Western Ave. An opening reception will 
be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 23. Call 651-757-4000.
“Legacy of an Ecocide: Agent Orange 
Aftermath,” black-and-white photos 
by Petronella Ytsma that document the 
deformities and maladies suffered by the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren of 
the Vietnam War generation, is on view 
through October 28 in the Catherine G. 

Actor Ed Asner will introduce his latest 
movie, UP, at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Septem­
ber 29, at the Riverview Theater, 3800 
42nd Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Asner voices 
the part of Carl Frederickson in the new 
animated flick, which deals with issues of 
aging, grief, regret, change and the intrica­
cies of intergenerational relationships. 
Asner will lead a discussion of those issues 
after the screening, which is sponsored by 
Little Brothers, Friends of the Elderly. Tick­
ets are available in advance for $15, or $25 
for two, by calling 612­746­0752. Tickets 
also may be available at the door for $20.
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Murphy Gallery at St. Catherine Univer­
sity. A symposium on the issues raised 
by the exhibit will be held on Sunday, 
September 27. Call 651­690­6644.
“Artability,” the 15th annual exhibit of 
art by people with mental illness, will 
open with a public reception from 6:00 
to 9:00 p.m. Thursday, October 1, at 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 285 
N. Dale St. The show and sale of visual 
art and writing by 90 artists continues 
from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. Friday, October 
1, and from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sat­
urday, October 2. Call 651­227­6321.
Art Affair 2009, a show and sale of 
paintings, sculpture, photography and 
pottery by more than 60 Minnesota 
artists, will be held October 3 and 4 
in Episcopal Homes’ Cornelia House 
and Coventry Chapel, 1840 University 
Ave. The event will run from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and from 
noon to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. A portion of 
the proceeds from each sale will help 
support Episcopal Homes’ programs.

Family
Stories, rhymes, songs and activities 
for children from birth to 2 years old 
will be offered at 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
September 25, at St. Paul’s Central 
Library, 90 W. 4th St. Admission is free.
A half-hour program for preschoolers 
and their families featuring stories, 
finger plays, rhymes and songs will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. Friday, September 
25, at the Highland Park Library, 1974 
Ford Pkwy. The Highland Library will 
offer a similar program for infants 
and toddlers at 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 29. Call 651­695­3700.
“Saturday Live!,” free entertainment 

for children at 11:15 a.m. Saturdays at 
St. Paul’s Central Library, 90 W. 4th St., 
will feature Latin American music by 
Leo and Kathy Lara on September 26 
and the Loki Players in “The Poetry of 
Puppetry” on October 3.

A traditional Vietnamese Harvest 
Moon Lantern Festival will be held 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 27, at Landmark Center. 
Participants will be invited to create 
their own lanterns out of bamboo or 
origami paper, design a miniature 
storybook that tells the Vietnamese 
legend of the moon and listen to 
traditional folk tales. Vietnamese 
food will be available for purchase. 
A traditional lantern parade around 
nearby Rice Park will end the fest.

Practice howling like a wolf, make 
wolf prints and a wolf puppet to take 
home, and handle a real wolf skull 
on Thursday, October 1, at the Bell 
Museum of Natural History, 17th 
and University avenues in Southeast 
Minneapolis. The hour­long program 
for 2­ and 3­year­olds and their families 
begins at 10:00 a.m. The museum’s 
“Wolves and Wild Lands in the 21st 
Century” exhibit will also be open for 
touring. Admission is $5.00 for adults 
and $3.00 for children ages 3­16. To 
register, call 612­624­9050.

Sing the songs, play the games and 
make the food and crafts that Laura 
Ingalls Wilder did back in the 1800s 
in a Little House on the Prairie sampler 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
October 3, at Historic Fort Snelling. 
The cost is $45. Call 612­726­1171.

An Apple Festival with hayrides, apple 
games, crafts and treats, homemade 
ice cream and a hay­bale maze will be 
held October 3­4 at the Gibbs Farm 

Museum, 2097 Larpenteur Ave. Visitors 
may also tour the Heritage Orchard 
where apple varieties once favored by 
Thomas Jefferson, George Washington 
and Ben Franklin are grown. The fun 
will run from noon to 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Admission is 
$7.50 for adults, $6.50 for seniors and 
$4.50 for children. Call 651­646­8629.

Et cetera 
The Canvas, a new arts center designed 
by and for St. Paul teenagers, is now 
open in the Hancock Recreation Center, 
1610 Hubbard Ave. Sponsored by the 
city of St. Paul and COMPAS with the 
support of the St. Paul and Bigelow 
foundations, the Canvas offers children 
in grades 6­12 work space, workshops 
and seminars in the arts and events 
around issues important to youths. The 
hours are 3:30 to 8:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. Admission is free, 
though some programs may require a 
small fee. Visit www.stpaul.gov/parks.

“Sample Night Live,” a cross­section 
of what’s happening in entertainment 
in the Twin Cities, returns at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 7, to the History 
Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. Emceed by 
Foxy Tann, it will feature the jazz of 
the Atlantis Quartet, magician Star 
Michaelina, a preview of the film The 
System, singer Aria Souder, escape artist 
Jonathon Bryce and the vocal ensemble 
Caritas in G­rated Act I; and Theatre 
Or, comedian Bill Young, Table Salt 
Productions, poetry­slammer Moira 
Pirsch, Survivors of the Undead Plague 
and the band the Smarts in unrated Act 
II. Tickets are $20, $10 for students and 
seniors, $5.00 for children ages 5­12. 
Visit www.samplenightlive.com. 
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Sports
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Murray grad gets 
to join ‘C’ Club Hall
St. Paul Central’s “C” Club banquet is always a rollicking 

affair. The 91st edition of the annual gala is set for 
Tuesday, September 29, at O’Gara’s Bar and Grill where, 

for the reasonable admission price of $20, Central fans can 
dine on roast beef and turkey while they honor the newest 
inductees into the high school’s storied athletic hall of fame.

And for dessert, those in attendance may get a sanitized 
sample of what was one of the best prep sports shows around 
for 16 years. 

Oh, proper homage will be paid to Central grads Bonnie 
Lubben Vogel, who played on the school’s first girls’ 
basketball championship team in 1976; Phillip Webb, a three-
sport star in the 1960s; and Bob Hill, a 1950s version of Dick 
Beardsley who later had a sideline as a Golden Gloves boxer.

However, it’s likely that Dan Brink, the fourth hall of fame 
member to be inducted that evening, will steal the spotlight. 
Brink, who paced the sidelines as Central’s boys’ basketball 
coach for 16 seasons, can’t help himself. Some people just 
have a knack for putting on a good show.

When he arrived at Central in the fall of 1978, Brink had 
an inkling of what he was getting into on the court because 
he had played against the Minutemen in the late 1960s during  
his prep days at Murray and had coached against them for six 
seasons at Monroe. What he didn’t know was that the Central 
school building was in the process of a major makeover that 
required his team to be a traveling road show.

“The first year we played our home games at Como Park 
and practiced in the old gym,” Brink said. “The next year we 
practiced at Monroe. I bought an old school bus to haul us 
around. The thing was probably built to handle 12-16 grade 
school kids.” 

Whether it was the adversity or simply the coach’s 
determination, the Minutemen’s on-court fortunes 
improved quickly under Brink. In his first season as head 
coach, Humboldt edged out Central by a game for the 
City Conference crown. The next year, the Minutemen, 
who hadn’t won a city boys’ hoop title in a decade, went 
undefeated until losing to Duluth Central in the Class AA 
state title game, 62-54. 

“We probably made a mistake that year we went to the 
finals,” Brink said. “At the time, the State High School League 

Nov. 5 …..
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By Brian Johnson

Measures are being taken on a 
national level this year to help 
protect high school soccer 

players from shin injuries. Earlier this 
year, the National Federation of State 
High School Associations approved a 
new policy that requires the front of 
shin guards to be permanently marked 
with the NOCSAE (National Operating 
Committee on Standards for Athletic 
Equipment) seal and height range to 
ensure teens are playing with the proper 
equipment.

The associations’ Soccer Rules Com-
mittee has emphasized placing the shin 
guard no higher than 2 inches above the 
ankle to reduce the risk of injury. The 
policy will go into effect beginning with 
the fall 2012 season. The delay is expect-
ed is give manufacturers time to get the 
new shin guards to retailers. 

Cretin-Derham Hall boys’ soccer 
coach Mike Huber said he thinks the 
shin guard rule will be hard to enforce. 
“I understand that they don’t want high 
school kids wearing grade school-size 
shin guards,” he said. “It’s just hard to 
pull down their socks after they’ve taped 
them up to show that you have the 
NOCSAE symbol. It won’t be not easy 
to police.”

Highland Park coach Chris Anderson 
agrees. “It’s a good rule to help protect 
the players, but it’s difficult to enforce, 
mainly because the shin guards are cov-
ered,” he said. “It’s hard to see if they’re 
wearing the proper size or not.”

Minnehaha Academy coach Bassam 
Banat said he does not believe the shin 
guard rule will be an inconvenience. 
“When I played, we had no shin guards,” 
he said. “This generation is used to play-
ing with shin guards from when they 
were 5 years old. You don’t want to play 
a sport and not look out for the safety of 
the player.”

The 2009 boys’ soccer season is now 
under way. Here’s a look at how the eight 
teams in the Villager area stack up:

Central
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 14-4-2
Coach: Jorey Erickson

Key players and their strengths:
• Brian Rosenthal, senior defender. 

A varsity player since 9th-grade who is 
versatile, physical and smart. Contrib-
utes on both offense and defense.

• Matt Muraoka, senior defender. 
Started as a forward and is now a leader 
on defense. A  hard, good tackler whose 
engine never stops.

• Jake Wythers, junior center/midfield-
er. His skill level increases every year and 
he puts his big frame to good use.

team strengths/weaknesses: Central 
has good defense, depth and a winning 
tradition. It lost its two big offensive 
guns from last year and is trying to fill 
those holes with some young players.

Outlook: The Minutemen got off to a 
slow start, but five of its first six games 
were against top 10 teams. The team, 
which improved to 3-4-2 with a win 

over Highland Park on September 16, 
will battle with Como Park and Harding 
for another conference title.

Cretin-derHaM Hall
league: Suburban East Conference
last year’s record: 13-7
Coach: Mike Huber

Key players and their strengths:
• Neil Bartholomay, senior defender. 

A tall, strong and tenacious defender 
who plays the ball well in the air.

• Vince Vik, senior midfielder. A 
third-year varsity player who has a great 
shot and good touch on the ball.

• Anthony Calderon, senior forward. A 
strong finisher who shields the ball well. 
Should score and assist on a lot of goals.

team strengths/weaknesses: CDH is 
good at controlling the ball. “We can 
knock the ball around and use our skills 
to possess,” coach Huber said. “We 
should be able to score goals.” The team  
wants to improve defensively from ’08.

Boys’ soccer preview
New shin guard rule keeps players’ safety in mind 

boYS’ SoccEr c33

Highland goalie Casey Hewes breaks up a scoring attempt by Central’s Brian 
Rosenthal as defender Kevin Murphy looks on during the Minutemen’s 4-0 
win over the Scots on September 16. PHoto By BRad StauffeR
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NAMIWalks is the largest anti-stigma event in Minnesota with over 2000 walkers 
expected to participate at Minnehaha Park on Saturday, September 26th at 1:00 p.m. 
Join them in an inspiring demonstration of compassion and action. With a festival 
atmosphere, the event features local food vendors, the soul band, High and Mighty
and other local musicians along the route. Check out information booths, free 
give-aways and prize drawings for top fundraisers. Reach out to your family, friends 
and community to ask for their support. Check out the kids’ tent with face painting 
and art projects. Visit www.namihelps.org and click on the NAMIWalks logo.
In 2004, The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Minnesota moved to their 
new headquarters at 800 Transfer Road in St. Paul.  In 2007, NAMI along with public TV, 
produced the video, “Coming Home-Support Your Soldier.”  In 2008, national insurance 
parity for mental illness was signed into law-largely through a nationwide effort by 
NAMI and the leadership of Minnesota’s Jim Ramstad and the late Sen. Paul Wellstone.

651-690-8556
www.jimburtongroup.com

Jim Burton knows
Highland ~ Mac-Grove

~ Mendota Heights!

The Villager reader asks, Any Unusual Facts?

Jim Burton 
Realtor

“What’s great about St. Paul?”

651 699 2442

Quality,  Cour teous & Reliable
Highland, Mac-Groveland, Merriam Park,
Crocus Hill, West 7th & Desnoyer Park

Are you a small business owner?
Who can you trust on legal matters?

Karen L. Tarrant
~ over 30 years experience ~Member of:

• National Association of Women Business Owners
    • Grand Avenue Business Association

Call Today: 651-698-5506

                                                            1539 Grand Avenue
                                                        St. Paul, MN 55105

                                                        www.tdlattorneys.com

By Dave Wright

There are days when Visitation soccer 
coach Carle Cheesebrough looks out 
over the field and shakes her head. It 

wasn’t all that long ago that she was a prep 
player herself in Racine, Wisconsin. Her 
teammates were all around her age. Now she 
looks at her Blazer team—a definite candidate 
to make the Class A state tournament—and 
sees 7th-graders playing against seniors.

“It seems to me we’re getting younger and 
better players every year,” said the third-year 
head coach. “Many of these girls play in trav-
eling leagues during the spring and summer, 
and some of them have been playing since 
they were 5.”

To coaches like Mark Anderson, now in 
his 27th year at Minnehaha Academy, that’s 
a good thing. “They’re coming to us better 
prepared,” he said, “and they understand what 
we’re talking about a lot quicker.”

Cheesebrough agreed. “They certainly 
know a lot more than I did at their age,” she 
said. “Some of them have played against boys 
and have been toughened up a bit. When I 
started out, the coaches were just looking 
for athletes. The game has progressed quite a 
bit.”

However, sometimes schools have little 
choice but to use younger players. Minneapo-
lis Roosevelt coach Joe Rosenfield considers 
himself fortunate that senior Corrin Cook, 
one of the better goalies in the state, has been 
in the net for the Teddies since 7th grade. 
Roosevelt doesn’t have much of a feeder pro-
gram. 

“If she hadn’t gotten hurt, Alison Futch 
would’ve probably been the only player we 
would had from a traveling team,” he said.

Roosevelt has two 7th-graders and two 8th-
graders playing regularly.  “They’re eager, but 
inexperienced,” Rosenfield said. “When we 
play against teams with a lot of seniors and 
juniors, we struggle. As long as they learn 
and get a little better each game, that’s OK 
though.”

The girls’ soccer season is still young. Here’s 
a look at the local teams:

Central
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 13-5-1
Coach: Peter Beck

Key players and their strengths:
• Kylie McMahon, junior forward. A con-

verted defender who is very skilled with the 

ball. “She makes things happen,” said coach 
Beck.

• Pia Richardson, senior midfielder. A lead-
er on and off the field

• Betsy McDonald, freshman midfielder. A 
very good offensive and defensive player. One 
of five freshmen seeing considerable playing 
time this season.

• Edith Emmings, freshman forward. A 
quick, solid athlete who can find the net.

team strengths/weaknesses: Central is a 
prime example of the youth movement in 
girls’ soccer. With only six or seven return-
ing players from last year’s team that went 
undefeated in City Conference play, Beck was 
thrilled to find five freshmen who could step 
in and play. A pair of sophomores, Melissa 
Anderson and Perrin Jackson, have moved 
up from last year’s freshmen team to split time 
in goal. “Both have been good at times,” Beck 
said. “We’re still looking for one of them to 
step up and take charge.” 

Outlook: The new players required Beck to 
make a few changes. “We’re certainly more 
defensive than we were last year,” he said. “We 
still think we’re one of the better teams in the 
City Conference, but there’s no question the 
league is stronger this year.” 

Cretin-derham hall
league: Suburban East Conference
last year’s record: 5-13-1
Coach: Stephanie Aumann

Key players and their strengths:
• Maria McLeod, senior defender. Solid 

player who provides a spark “anywhere on the 
field,” according to coach Aumann.

• Nina Behrenbrinker, senior goalie. Excel-
lent netminder who recorded her first shutout 
of season in a scoreless tie with highly regard-
ed Centennial.

• Alex Gergen, senior midfielder. Distrib-
utes the ball well from the middle.

• Michelle Fischer, senior midfielder. An-
other solid passer who also covers the outside 
well.

team strengths/weaknesses: With several 
returning juniors and seniors, there was every 
reason for the Raiders to be optimistic as the 
season began. Unfortunately, they played six 
of the state’s top 10 Class AA teams in their 
first nine games.  Some of those games, such 
as a 1-0 loss to Woodbury, one of the best girls’ 
team in the country, gives coach Aumann 
hope her team will be ready when section play 

begins at the end of October. 

Outlook: Games like a 4-1 win over SPA and a 
4-3 loss at Armstrong indicate some offensive 
potential. “We’re in one of the toughest con-
ferences in the state,” Aumann said. “Every 
game in the SEC is a great game and it helps 
us get prepared for post-season play.”

highland parK
league: St. Paul City Conference
last year’s record: 12-6-2
Coach: Michael Sampson

Key players and their strengths:
• Ali Miller, senior defender. A four-year 

player and captain who has good awareness 
on the field. “She’s the epitome of what a coach 
looks for,” said coach Sampson. 

• McKenzie Chase, senior midfielder. An-
other four-year starter and excellent one-on-
one player. May be the team’s best playmaker.

• Erica Dombro, sophomore forward. A 
Class A champion in track who is learning to 
use that speed on the field to her advantage.

• Margo Lee, junior midfielder. A returning 
starter who has improved greatly from last 
year. A hard worker.

team strengths/weaknesses: The Scots were 
hit hard by graduation. That, plus a rug-
ged first-week schedule that included games 
against St. Paul Academy and Visitation, 
made for a 0-3 start. But the Scots and senior 
goalie Kimmy Andrews rebounded nicely 
with three shutouts in a row. “We’re getting 
better,” said Sampson, who is in his first year 
as head varsity coach. He ran the 9th-grade 
and JV teams before that, so he came to camp 
with a good feel for his team. 

Outlook: Sampson predicted that the race for 
the St. Paul City Conference title will be wide 
open this fall. “Our defense has to be strong 
and we need a little more production from 
our forwards to succeed this year,” he said. 

minnehaha aCademy
league: Tri-Metro Conference
last year’s record: 11-7-1
Coach: Mark Anderson

Key players and their strengths:
• Anna Krieger, senior forward. A smart, 

quick player who has adapted well to forward 
after starting at defense the last three years.

• Rachel Hansen, senior midfielder. An 
excellent passer. Has been playing since 8th 
grade and is now one of the most skilled play-
ers in the state. 

• Sarah Scholl, senior defender. A hard-
nosed, quick, extremely strong player who is 
often assigned to the other team’s top scorer.

• Nicole Roth, junior defender. Had five 
goals in the academy’s first six games of the 
season. Led the Redhawks with 12 goals and 
11 assists last fall.

team strengths/weaknesses: The numbers 
are high at Minnehaha, with 56 players show-
ing up for the first day of camp, including 17 
who were around last season. Coach Ander-
son expects only one new player will break 
into the lineup. 

Outlook: “This could be one of our better 
teams,” said Anderson, now in his 27th season 
as coach. “We should be very good offensive-
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Girls’ soccer preview
Area prep teams enjoy youth kick

Minnehaha Academy defender Sarah Scholl tried to keep St. Paul Academy’s Anne Walli 
from driving to the goal in a 4-1 loss to the Spartans on September 15. Photo by brAd StAuffer
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2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis
Call: 612-722-7129 • www.Garlock-French.com • MN License #0001423

A roof's underlayment is key to keeping water out of the house. 

If you have water leaking in, Garlock-French can help.

A Garlock-French roof will give you years of trouble-free service.

Our friendly, reliable staff will take care of all the details, so you won’t

have to. And, we guarantee our workmanship. Quality, value, and 

craftsmanship have been the hallmarks of Garlock-French for 77 years. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Garlock-French.com

You need new
Underlayment.

Do you know 
who to call?

“Providing peace of mind since 1932”

A Gracious Way of Life A Community of Heart

None of our residents need a
“senior community” yet. Find out
why they moved here by choice.
Our gracious 1 and 2 BR apart-
ments are only part of the story.
Call 651-288-3931 for a tour! 

We offer comfy, secure 1 or 2
BR and studio apartments with a
flexible menu of assisted living
services. Call 651-646-1026 for
a tour. You’ll discover why folks
call us “A Community of Heart.”

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul
Part of the Episcopal Homes family
www.ehomesmn.org

Assisted
Living, 55+

Independent
Living, 62+

550 Snelling Ave. S. (2 blocks S. of Randolph)
651-699-0404 • www.MendesFamilyDentistry.com

Professional
Teeth

Whitening
only

$99*
($339 value)

*new patients only

Comprehensive Exams
Routine Cleaning

&
4 Bite Wing X-Rays

only
$99*
($199 value)

*new patients only

Mendes Family Dentistry

Top Dentists
Award 2009

MN Monthly & Minneapolis St. Paul Magazines

We are second generation dentists
who have lived in and served our community

with care and concern for over 35 years.
                                                               Paul & Charles Mendes

FREE*

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

($91 value)

Call Today for an Appointment
*new patients only, please

Outlook: CDH looks to be a strong contend-
er in the tough Suburban East. “We should be 
competitive in our conference and hopefully 
make a run at the state tournament,” Huber 
said.

henry sibley
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 4-10-3
Coach: Terry Doud

Key players and their strengths:
• Tom Perillat, senior center/midfielder. A 

hard-working player who’s all over the field.
• Ryan Menssen, senior goalie. An impres-

sive shot blocker who has been tested and has 
come up big.

• Justin Zeis, junior defender. The defensive 
anchor every team needs.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Sibley has 
shown steady improvement in key areas. The 
players are pressing better as a team, working 
well with possession of the ball and getting 
better at playing the ball in the air, coach Doud 
said. However, the team is rather young.

Outlook: The Warriors dropped their first 
six games to start the season, but showed 
improvement with a 2-0 loss to a tough St. 
Thomas Academy team. With a young squad, 
“it takes a few games to get going, especially 
when you play some of the better teams,” 
Doud said. St. Thomas, Richfield and Simley 
are among the conference favorites.

highland park
League: St. Paul City Conference
Last year’s record: 1-16-2
Coach: Chris Anderson

Key players and their strengths:
• Casey Hewes, senior goalie. Has great re-

actions and has stymied multiple breakaways. 
A team leader.

• Sam Sevett, senior forward. The team’s 
leading goal scorer is equally skilled at pass-
ing the ball.

• Phil Berg, senior midfielder. Helps out on 
both the offense and defense.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Scots are 
a balanced lot this year, with strong defense 
and goalkeeping and a capable offense. The 
team is still a bit on the young side, however. 
“With that youth, we’ve been trying to work 
out some bugs,” coach Anderson said.

Outlook: Highland has shown signs of im-
provement in the early season. Central and 
Como Park are tough in the conference, but 
“if we continue to play our brand of soccer, I 
think we can play with any team in the confer-
ence,” Anderson said.

minnehaha academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 8-8-2
Coach: Bassam Banat

Key players and their strengths:
• Ben Wadsworth, senior goalie. An athletic 

player, strong leader and one of the best goal-
ies in the conference. “He always brings his A 
game,” coach Banat said.

• Spencer Summers, senior forward. Has 
good speed, a great shot and good scoring 
potential.

• Tyler DeBois, senior sweeper. A smart 
and aggressive sweeper.

• Robbie Beveroth, senior midfielder. A 
skilled center who has good vision and dis-
tributes the ball well.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Minnehaha has 
“speed almost everywhere and our game tran-
sition is very good,” coach Banat said. How-
ever, the Redhawks will field a young team 
this year.

Outlook: Minnehaha has good players all 
over the field. The team looks to improve 
game by game. “As we go along, we’re going 
to get better and better and by playoff time we 
should be a good team,” Banat said. The teams 
to beat in the conference this year are Breck 
and Blake.

roosevelt
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 8-9-2
Coach: Gordon Olsen

Key players and their strengths:
• Mohamoud Abdi, sophomore midfielder. 

Can put the ball in the net. Scored both of 
Roosevelt’s goals in a 2-0 win over Edison.

• Christian Tigre-Lazo, senior midfielder. 
An all-conference selection who scored the 
Teddies’ lone goal in a 1-1 early season tie 
with Andover.

• Abshir Kodah, senior defender. Another 
all-conference standout who is a big contribu-
tor on defense. 

• Other players to watch include senior de-
fenders Rafael Anodere and Ricky Armenta.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Defense looks 
solid for Roosevelt, which has three starters 
back from last year and two promising new-
comers. Goalkeeping is also strong. Scoring is 
a big question mark and coach Olsen would 
like to see more finishers.

Outlook: The Teddies may have their best 
team in years, according to Olsen. They are 
off to a 4-2-1 record as of September 16. Roos-
evelt looks to battle with Southwest and South 
for the top spot in the conference.

st. paul academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 8-10-1
Coach: Franklin Tawah

Key players and their strengths:
• Zack Brown, senior goalie. One of the best 

high school goalies Tawah said he has seen.
• Luke Bruggemann, senior midfielder. Has 

great skill and loads of talent.
• Conor Perkkio, junior midfielder/defend-

er. Not the biggest guy on the field, but he has 
ample skills and toughness.

• Nick Forsgren, junior midfielder/defend-
er. A talented athlete who consistently plays at 
a high level.

• Ian Middlebrook, senior attacking mid-
fielder. A versatile player who can easily adjust 
from left to right.

• Mac Stringer, junior midfielder/forward. 
Has good size, strength, ability and potential.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA has good 
goaltending and loads of talent. Tawah would 
like to see the team do a better job of building 
on its team spirit. “I want them to translate it 
into action,” he said.

Outlook: Tawah, who brings more than 30 
years of experience to his role as the Spartans’ 
new head coach, is hopeful, but he warned 
that this could be a rebuilding season.

st. thomas academy
League: Classic Suburban Conference
Last year’s record: 15-2-2
Coach: Julius Tangwe

Key players and their strengths:
• Ben Lemay, sophomore forward. An out-

standing forward and one of the team’s biggest 
scoring threats.

• Michael Neuberger, senior defender/mid-
fielder. A terrific ball handler.

• Cody Lemay, senior midfielder. Handles 
the ball well in the middle.

• Jack Clancy, senior midfielder. Another 
starter who performs magic with his feet.

• Also: senior defenders David Drake, An-
dre Bartol and Ryan Heide; junior midfielder 
Nicholas Devetter; sophomore defender Alex 
Barth; and junior goalie Alvaro Pinto.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Cadets are 
strong on defense and in the middle. The de-
fending conference champs know how to win 
and have bought into Tangwe’s system. The 
coach would like the team to get better at fin-
ishing plays up top.

Outlook: After winning the conference 
crown a year ago, STA would like to take the 
next step—a strong run in the post season 
and a state tournament berth. “Our goal is to 
go to state,” Tangwe said. Simley, Mahtomedi, 
South St. Paul and Tartan are the other con-
ference teams to watch.

31b boys’ soccer
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Any�questions,�call�us.��We’re�here�to�help�you!
would give you money to stay in a hotel. We decided to bank 
the money for future expenses and went home. We probably 
should have stayed downtown—for a variety of reasons—but 
that was a great Duluth team we played.”

Central made seven more state tournament trips and won a 
dozen conference titles in Brink’s years at the helm, but never 
returned to the state title game. “You get there with talent and 
I think we made the most of what we had,” Brink said. “When 
you have guys like Ricky Suggs, Stacy Robinson and John 
Williams, you can win a lot of games.” 

Unfortunately for the Minutemen, Williams got sick and 
missed a couple of section games the next season. Central 
returned to the state tournament, but lost by one point to St. 
Louis Park in the quarterfinals.

University of St. Thomas men’s basketball coach Steve Fritz, 
who later hired Brink as an assistant, was always impressed 
with Brink’s work with the Minutemen. “The greatest gift he 
gave them was a sense of discipline,” Fritz said. “He gave them 
the structure to be successful. He knew his Xs and Os, too, 
but you can’t make them work if you don’t have discipline to 
go with it.”

In 1981, Central finished third at state. Coaches typically 
don’t like to rank one team over another, but Brink admits 
partiality toward that bunch of players. “That club did better 
than its talent level indicated it should have,” he said. “That’s a 
credit to the kids.” 

Central roared through, over and around most of its 
competition for Brink’s 16 seasons. Coincidentally, his first 
season as Central coach came the year Cretin, St. Thomas 
and Hill-Murray entered the City Conference. Only the 
Raiders ever finished ahead of Central during Brink’s tenure 
there, and it took them a dozen seasons before they tied for 
their first conference title.

Meanwhile, the Minutemen made life miserable for 
everybody who played them. “It was a lot of fun,” Brink said. 
“When you win, everything seems easy. When you don’t, it’s 
suddenly a difficult game.” 

As befits a coach’s dreams, the Minutemen generally did it 
with several movable pieces. During Brink’s tenure there, he 
only had two players—Juriad Hughes and Sly Johnson—who 
led the league in scoring.

After Brink moved on, Central stayed a contender, but only 
returned to one state tournament.

Following the 1994 season, Brink decided it was time to try 
a different coaching tack. He left Central and moved 2 miles 
west to the University of St. Thomas. On first blush, it seemed 
to be college coaching’s odd couple—the quiet, reserved Fritz 
who expected his players to know their assignments and 
perform them, and the vocal, animated Brink who offered 
defensive advice in a voice that could have been heard in the 
library across campus. In reality, the two got along famously 
because they both believed in one basic concept—good 
defense wins a lot of basketball games.

“We had different styles, but Fritzie and I got along fine,” 
Brink said. “We went as far as our talent took us.”

“Our philosophies are a lot alike,” Fritz agreed. “Our 
personalities are a bit different.”

After eight years as a college assistant, Brink got the head 
coach’s itch again and returned to the sidelines at Como Park 
for six seasons. The Cougars never won a conference title in 
his time there, but they did advance to the state tournament 
twice—their only two appearances ever. By the time he 
stepped down at Como Park, Brink’s 275 conference wins 
were 39 more than his own high school coach, Ron Causton, 
who also spent many years coaching at Highland Park.

To the casual observer, it might look like Brink has 
mellowed a bit over the years. John Vosejpka, the St. Paul City 
Conference historian who’s a longtime friend and golfing 
partner of Brink’s, laughed at the suggestion. “Dan still 
doesn’t handle adversity well on the course,” Vosejpka said. 
“He’s an 8-10 handicapper who thinks he should play better. I 
think he handled adversity a lot better as a coach.”

One ex-Cadet in, one out for Dartmouth
It’s good news and bad news for two St. Thomas Academy 

grads who were hoping to help Dartmouth’s football team 
bury the memory of last year’s winless season. Sophomore 
Foley Schmidt, who was the team’s main placekicker last year, 
is expected to handle those duties again, although he’s being 
pressed by a freshman R.C. Willenbrook. Unfortunately, 
junior wide receiver Tim McManus is out with a leg injury. 
McManus, who caught 60 passes last season, may be 
sidelined until the Big Green’s Ivy League opener against 
Penn on October 3.  

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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Kuk Sool Won of St. Paul, 1920 University Ave., 
will hold an open house with free mini-classes in 
the traditional Korean martial art system from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, September 26. 
Call 651-645-1455.

The SweatShop Health Club, 167 N. Snelling Ave., 
will hold an open house and conduct free classes on 
Saturday and Sunday, September 26-27. Call 651-
646-8418.

The Twin Cities VisionWalk will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, September 27, from the Lake Harriet 
Bandshell in Minneapolis. Since its inception in 
2006, the program has raised more than $9 million 
to benefit the Foundation Fighting Blindness. Visit 
www.VisionWalk.org.

Give Us Wings, 450 N. Syndicate St., will hold 
a Wings in Motion 5K Walk for Water from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, September 26. The fam-
ily walk will start at the Ford Dam overlook across 
from the Ford plant and will follow Mississippi River 
Boulevard. The registration fee is $15. Participants 
are asked to raise $100. Proceeds will help provide 
clean water in the village of Nyaoga, Kenya. Call 
651-789-5606 or visit www.giveuswings.org/5K.

The 20th annual Wally World Classic, an 18-hole 
golf scramble for men and women, will return on 
Sunday, October 4, to Highland National Golf Course. A shot-
gun start will take place at noon. A party and awards ceremo-
ny will follow at Plum’s Bar and Grill, 480 S. Snelling Ave. To 
register, send $300 per foursome or $75 for individual golfers 
to Joe Delaney, 634 S. Brimhall St., St. Paul, MN 55116. Call 
651-690-1341.

The Target Health & Fitness Expo will return to St. Paul’s Riv-
erCentre on Friday and Saturday, October 2-3. The free event 
will feature hands-on exhibits of products and services and in-
formation on the latest equipment and nutritional advances. 
Held in conjunction with the Twin Cities Marathon, the event 
will run from noon to 8:00 p.m. Friday and from 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Saturday. Tickets for a pasta party from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Saturday are $15.

The St. Paul Basketball Association will hold its 2009-2010 
traveling team tryouts on the weekends of September 26-27 
and October 3-4. Teams are being formed for boys and girls 
in grades 5-8. Visit www.saintpaulbasketball.org or call Steve 
Otto at 651-645-4764 or Jay Johnson at 651-690-9834.

The Concordia University-St. Paul Dance Team will host a 
youth dance clinic from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, as part of the homecoming celebration in the universi-
ty’s new Sea Foam Stadium. The clinic is open to all boys and 
girls in grades K-8. Participants will work with the dance team 
to learn a routine that they will perform at halftime during the 
Concordia football game that day. The cost is $20, which in-
cludes a T-shirt and pizza party before the game. Call Natalie 
Cochrane at 612-715-1346 or visit www.csp.edu/News/Com-
munity_Dance_Clinic_2009.html.

Sports Shorts

The St. Paul Blackhawks’ U16 Girls’ soccer team participated in Swe-
den’s Gothia Cup in July, finishing among the top eight of 100 teams 
in its age bracket. The team later joined 170 teams in CUP Denmark 
and placed first in its division, defeating the United Kingdom’s 
Worthing Minors in the  final game. Teammates pictured above, left 
to right, are (back row) Caedy Barth, Kiersten Johnson, Kelsey Van-
degrift, Kristina Kramarczuk, Ali Ellison, Kylie McMahon, Elizabeth 
Gapp, Samantha Berger, Kimberly Hart, Ellie Jimenez and Coach Vic-
tor Kasanezky; and (front row) Margo Lee, Julia Carpenter, Mari Mar-
cotte, Katelyn Niemeyer, Fiona Cummings, Becky Engeleiter and Sara 
Luby. Not pictured is McKenzie Chase.
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612.825.9205 www.mnparent.com

BRING THE KIDS!

goodie bags 
over 40 schools

651-699-6800
tc.moonjumps@yahoo.com  •  tcmoonjumps.com

Call About Our
Sunday Football  
Special!

ly.” Hansen, who has already committed 
to Concordia University-St. Paul to play 
basketball, is highly skilled. Senior Col-
lette Devereaux, who was the backup 
last year, is expected to battle sophomore 
Gabby Stienstra for goalie. 

roosevelt
League: Minneapolis City Conference
Last year’s record: 9-9-0
Coach: Joe Rosenfield

Key players and their strengths:
• Corrin Cook, senior goalie. Has 

been playing since 7th grade. Picked by 
conference coaches as the league’s most 
valuable player last fall.

• Jessenia Espinal, senior forward. 
Scored four of the five goals that the 
Teddies recorded in their first five games 
of season. “She can play forever,” coach 
Rosenfield said.

• Daniella Zavala, sophomore mid-
fielder. An excellent passer who “creates 
offense,” Anderson said.

• Jessica Patino, senior defender. Four-
year player who anchors the defense. A 
returning team captain.

Team strengths/weaknesses: Roos-
evelt had 35 players come out this year, 
a high number for a school that doesn’t 
have much of a feeder program. The 
most notable of the players is probably 
Cook, who returns in nets for her sixth 
year. “Some days she has to make 30-35 
saves,” Rosenfield said, “but she’s always 
steady for us back there.”  

Outlook: Outside of Espinal and Za-
vala, the Teddies have few proven of-
fensive threats. “We have a lot of young 
players, some of whom are just learning 

the game,” Rosenfield said. “But they’re 
eager and coachable. We’re adding a few 
things every day.” The goal is to finish in 
the upper half of the conference.

st. paul academy
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 11-6-4
Coach: Ben Danielson

Key players and their strengths:
• Maren Flom-Staab, senior forward. 

A very quick player and the team MVP 
last year with 11 goals scored.

• Bri Rick, senior defender. A four-
year starter who was chosen first-team 
all-state last fall. A strong, 6-foot tall, 
athletic defender.

• Megan Leslie, senior midfielder. A 
fifth-year player and great ball handler.

• Cece Dicaprio, senior goalie. Posted 
nine shutouts last season in her first year 
as a starter. Has good footwork and ex-
cellent hands.

Team strengths/weaknesses: SPA has 
15 returning players, which gives coach 
Danielson considerable hope. Flom-Sta-
ab is an outstanding scorer and Dicaprio 
has turned into an excellent goaltender. 
Injuries, however, could change the op-
timism in a hurry. “The biggest thing for 
a school like ours is keeping everybody 
together,” Danielson said. “If we do that, 
we’ll be tough to handle.”

Outlook: In any other conference, SPA 
would be considered a favorite to win its 
section and make the state tournament. 
But the Spartans are locked in with 
Blake, Visitation, Minnehaha Academy 
and Breck in what might be the best 
conference in the state. A year ago, they 
advanced to the section semis. 

Visitation
League: Tri-Metro Conference
Last year’s record: 15-4-2
Coach: Carle Cheesebrough

Key players and their strengths:
• Marie Martine, sophomore defend-

er. A second-year starter who is already 
an anchor on defense.

• Clare Robinson, senior goalie. An 
all-state pick. Recorded 10 shutouts last 
fall.

• Kate Ruble, senior forward. Scored 
nine goals last season. Has a hard shot 
and a knack for the net.

• Mara Wangen, junior forward. 
Scored two goals in the first two games 
of this season. A good passer who sees 
the field well.

Team strengths/weaknesses: The Blaz-
ers graduated their top three scorers, but 
Cheesebrough said there were players 
waiting to move in. That’s good news, 
since midfielder and captain Becca 
Frenz is out for a few more weeks with 
a stress fracture. Another one of last 
year’s starters, Elaine Stokes, is gone for 
the year due to a knee injury. Robinson, 
a converted forward, has become a solid 
goalie.

Outlook: With seven returning starters, 
coach Cheesebrough is reasonably hope-
ful the Blazers can go one further than 
last year, when they lost to Holy Angels 
in the Section 1A title game. “We’ll have 
a different dynamic this year,” she said. 
“We’re actually trying to be more offen-
sive because we’ve got a lot of speed and 
we’re deeper.”

Henry Sibley did not responnd in time 
to be included in this preview.

32b girls’ soccer
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home improvementS

CONCRETE WORK: Steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. Call Tom 
Seemon, 612-721-2530.

ROOFING, ALL types. Also, sid-
ing, windows, decks, carpentry. 20 
years' experience. Licensed and 
Insured. Brad Hanson Construction 
Services, LLC. 612-978-4499.

EXCELLENT WORK at a Fair 
Price. Renovations by George. 
Painting, Wallpapering, Tile, 
Remodeling, Plumbing, General 
Repairs, Handyman Services. 612-
723-7727.

CIRCLE SERVICES, Inc. Custom 
built decks. Room additions. 
Concrete walks. Stamped patios. 
Landscaping. Father and son. 
Licensed. Insured. 651-730-4124.

WOOD REFINISHING. Exterior 
doors/interior woodwork and trim. 
Quality, reliable, local. 30 years' ex-
perience. Pat's Wood Restoration. 
651-646-2633.

SHEETROCK, TAPE, texture, paint. 
Free estimates. Call Dick, 952-888-
0600; 612-889-9228.

LET'S CREATE your new deck, 
pergola, arbor. Design build. Eliot 
Stadler, 651-785-3873.

MISTINT PAINT Clearance. $5 per 
gallon (while supply lasts). Exterior 
house paint, including Benjamin 
Moore and Cabot Stain. Abbott 
Paint & Carpet, 1808 Grand Ave. 
651-698-5518.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. 
20+ years' exceptional experience! 
Martin, 612-729-2487.

BIG E'S FLOORING. Install, refin-
ish, repair. Estimates. Residential/
Commercial. 763-444-9048.

TUCKPOINTING, CHIMNEYS, 
walls, foundation, steps, stucco re-
pairs, caulking, basement repairs; 
30 years' experience. Curt, 651-
698-4743.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING & Acker 
Interior Woodworking  have joined 
to offer full service restoration and 
remodeling. Interior or exterior. 
Please call Al for your free estimate. 
651-246-2869.

HOME REPAIR. Experienced,  
dependable, efficient, fastidious. 
We love carpentry, drywall, textur-
ing, window/door/roof repair. 612-
298-4045.

*BASEMENT WINDOW GUY*
Replace those drafty old basement 
windows with new energy efficient 
ones and save on energy costs. 
Free estimates. 651-208-8210.

HIGHLAND PARK Painting, ext/
int painting, powerwashing, decks, 
gutter cleaning; 27 years' exp.  
office 952-303-3083; cell 651- 
239-3598 or 651-775-2116. 

home improvementS

*LOW WATER PRESSURE?*
Change pipes to copper. Bath-
room/kitchen remodeling. 612- 
275-9815.

PLUMBING SERVICE and repair. 
See ad in Service Directory. Zeller 
Plumbing; 651-690-0421.

I N T E R I O R  C A R P E N T RY, 
Complete carpentry service. 50 
years' experience and door prob-
lems. Call Dave, 612-282-5431, 
Nice Finish Construction.

COLOR ADVICE interior/exterior 
painting/remodeling. Paint dis-
counts.  Beth, 651-292-0488.

SP CUSTOM Car pent r y  & 
Windows. Specializing in older 
homes. Featur ing St . Paul  
historically approved all wood  
replacement tilt-in sash kits and 
wood or aluminum combination 
storm windows. Repair/replace 
rotten wood. www.spwindows.net. 
612-232-0716.

TILING, BACKSPLASHES, floors, 
tub surrounds. Artisan quality.  Lic. 
#20454530. Insured. BBB. 612-
702-0761.

D.J.'S HARDWOOD Flooring. 
Installation, sanding, finishing, re-
pair. Quality work, affordable prices, 
insured; 8 years' experience. Free 
home estimates. 651-755-5279.

RIVER CITY HARDWOODS. 
Installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Fully insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Call Adam, 651-
214-4708.

BASEMENT PATCHING. Brick, 
stone, block. Small jobs ok. Free 
estimates. Insured. 651-278-1098.

DANNER PLUMBING and 
Restoration. Repairs, Remodels, 
C o d e  C o m p l i a n c e ,  Wa t e r 
Heaters, Gas Piping. Residential/
Commercial. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Professional Quality at 
Reasonable Price. 651-263-3623, 
Paul. 

PAINTING Interior & Exterior. 
Includes power washing. Highland 
references. Experienced & reason-
able. Butch BOS 651-308-3410.

TUCKPOINTING. Stone retain-
ing walls/foundations. Brick/stone 
repair. Chimneys, walls, steps. 
Restoration quality work. Problem 
solving; cost effective solutions. 
Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
278-1098.

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING; bath-
room/kitchen/laundry, pressure 
loss, water heaters, bathroom 
rough in; ceramic tile, free esti-
mates; John, 651-808-4055.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Chimney, 
brick repair. Basement floors, 
wall repair. Driveways, walkways, 
steps, patios, retaining walls. 612- 
321-0842.

home improvementS

*HARDWOOD FLOORS*
Refinished, installed, repaired. 
"Green" or polyurethane products. 
Finnish Projects, 651-271-2166.

*DRISCOLL BROTHERS, LLC*
Home Redesign and Construction. 
We build on your ideas! 20 years’ 
residential design-build. Archi-
tectural & construction services. 
Kitchens, baths, additions, resto-
rations and attic renovations. MN  
Lic. #20343246. 651-765-0008. 
driscollbros@comcast.net.

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms special-
izes in bathroom design, repair, 
creation and remodeling. Great 
savings! Call for free consulta-
tion.  651-257-4706; www.young 
castlebathrooms.com.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, Baths, Basements. New 
Additions, Decks, Fences, Porches. 
Reasonable rates. Personal, pro-
fessional, proficient. Free estimates. 
"Building Brocks", 651-285-3237.

GENERAL CARPENTRY. Doors, 
finish trim work, basements, 
bathrooms, ceramic tile, drywall/
repair; reliable; 20 years; Mike 
Foster, 651-762-4705; www.
FosterCustomConstruction.com. 

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' 
experience. References. Free  
estimates. Ray Johnson, 651- 
238-1435. Bobcat work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 
612-275-9815.

KITCHENS, ADDITIONS, porches 
and baths designed and built. 
Award winning historic restora-
tion. Structural and moisture prob-
lems solved. 27 years' experience. 
Licensed and Insurance. Call Steve, 
651-291-7117.

MIDWEST HOME Improvement. 
Handyman Service. Tile, paint-
ing, drywall and more! Dan, 651- 
238-5345.

home improvementS

SCHUFMAN BROS. Quality paint-
ing, interior/exterior, textured ceil-
ings and water damage repairs, 
professional service at affordable 
rates, local references, free esti-
mates, insured; Jonathan, 651- 
481-0402.

DONNA’S INTERIOR Painting. 
Large or small jobs. Color con-
sulting. 651-771-8693.

PATES ROOFING. Finest in 
residential roofing. Local ref-
erences. Licensed. Insured. 
Member BBB. 651-690-3956.  
www.patesroofing.com.

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK.  
Ceramic tile. Decks. Porches. 
Framing. Exterior drain tile sys-
tems. Reasonable rates. Free  
estimate. Frank, 651-276-7094.

ALL SEASONS painting/repair. 
Wood frames/stucco, power  
washing. GUTTER CLEANING. 
Quality workmanship. Insured.  
651-699-2832.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING, 
decks, painting, repairs. Robert 
Behrens. 651-483-0966; cell 
6 5 1 - 9 8 3 - 3 3 7 2 . H i g h l a n d ,  
Mac-Grove, Merriam Park, Crocus. 
References. 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR paint-
ing, wallpaper removal; average 
3 rooms, $250; average garage, 
$250. Jim, 651-698-0840.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, WALL-
PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING,  MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES; 
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED; 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 
651-224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR 
YOU CAN TRUST.”

PAINT/WALLPAPER. Hang/Strip, 
Faux finishes. Color consult. Dar, 
612-867-7675.

BONA FIDE Painting, Inc. Quality 
services, free estimates, ref-
erences; Ken, 651-695-1828;  
(c) 651-307-9024.

eState Sale

TREASURES SALE. 1670 James 
Rd., Mendota Heights. Sept. 24, 25, 
26, 10-6 p.m. Antiques, roll top & 
merchant desks, original prints, fur-
nishings including Scandinavian 
modern, drumset, electric guitars, 
LPS, 5 harness loom, educational 
materials (pk-7), playhouse, 
GameBoy, and PS 2 games, snow-
boards, boots, go kart, snowblower, 
tiller, tools.

bicycle SaleS/Service

FROM TUNE UPS TO BUYING A 
NEW BIKE. ADVERTISE YOUR 
BICYCLE BUSINESS HERE!

real eState/land

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

BANK OWNED, Fixer Uppers. 
Free List with pics. Re/Max Realty 
100. www.VillagerAreaForeclosure 
List.com. 

MICHAEL SHIELDS. Licensed to 
Appraise & Sell. Highland Realty. 
651-690-3018.

1181 EDGCUMBE RD. 2-bedroom 
condominium. $58,000. Highland 
Realty, 651-699-5228.

DISTRESSED MORTGAGE 
Consultat ions. Confidential, 
Knowledgeable, Free. Ask a Pro! 
651-690-8544.

Wanted to bUy

DIAMONDS, fine estate and  
antique jewelry. We know and  
appreciate the value of your jewelry. 
R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Pkwy, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

OLD RECORDS, LP's/45's, Rock, 
Jazz, Country, Soul, more. 651-
224-4947.

TOP CASH PAID! Older Furniture 
and Misc. Items Wanted. 651- 
227-2469. 

OLD '50's-'60's Stereo Equipment 
wanted; need not work; Andy, 651-
329-0515.

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Antiques, 
Furniture, Costume Jewelry, Gold, 
Silver. We make housecalls. 651- 
387-8780.

PAYING "TOP CASH" for cos-
tume jewelry. I make house calls.  
Marianne, 612-729-3110.

home improvementS

WAGNER & LANG CONST., INC. 
Remodeling and home improve-
ments. Kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments. Interior/Exterior. MN Lic. 
#20074260. Call Dennis or Tom, 
651-224-3565.

For Sale

VINTAGE HOUSE hardware, light-
ing, doors, tubs, etc. Also furniture 
hardware. 20% off with ad. 651-
644-9270; 651-227-0382. 

NICE PIANOS. Sales and Service.  
651-484-0712; www.NicePianos.
com.

REVOLVING DARKROOM door, 
good condition; 651-699-1807.

SNOWBLOWER, Yard Machines, 
2 cycle, like new; $100; 651- 
699-1807.

REM 870 12 ga 3" Rib Brl; $245 
cash; 651-698-3666.

SUNHEAT INFRARED Zone 
Heating System. Great for camp-
ers, basements & more. Slash 
heating bills in your home. www.
sunheat.com. 612-801-1185.

garage/moving/miSc.

HUGE SALE. Stuff for babies, kids, 
athletes, musicians, techies, home-
makers, sports card collectors. 
Sat, Sept. 26, 8-3. 1066 & 1067 S. 
Howell St., St. Paul.

1729 COLVIN AVE. Sept. 25, 26 & 
27;  8-3. Furniture, baby and house-
hold items, and much more. 

HUGE SALE. Great treasures, 
housewares, clothing, books, lin-
ens & more. St. John the Evangelist 
Episcopal Church, Portland & Kent 
(one block NE of Summit & Dale). 
Sat., Oct. 3, 9:30-3:00. Bag Sale, 
Mon., Oct. 5, 9:00-11:00.

MOVING SALE. Fri.-Sat., Sept.  
25-26, 10-4. 2115 Wellesley Ave.

H U G E  R U M M A G E  S a l e .  
St. Mark's auditorium, Dayton & 
Moore Avenues, 9-4, FRIDAY and 
SATURDAY, Sept. 25 & 26, Sunday, 
9-12. 

OPEN-AIR FLEA MARKET with 
concessions and free live music. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Snelling and Goodrich (across 
from Macalester College). Fri., 
Sept. 25, 10-8. Sat., Sept. 26, 9-3. 
Collectables, antiques, furniture, 
household, clothing, toys and more. 
Music from Amy and Adams Friday 
6-8.

HUGE GARAGE Sale. Sat., Oct. 
3, 8-4. Dairy Building, MN State 
Fairgrounds (1694 Judson Ave.) 
New and gently-used clothing, toys, 
household items, furniture and 
more! New wedding gowns! Half-
price sale at 1 p.m. and $5 bag sale 
at 3 p.m. Sponsored by the Junior 
League of Saint Paul. www.jlsp.org. 

.aUtoS/boatS/cycleS

ALUMACRAFT FISHING boat, 
1974, big, basic, bench seats, no 
leaks, with 1990 Yamaha 25 hp 
motor, runs great. Spartan roller 
trailer. $1,900. Call Bob at 651- 
295-3862. 

Betsy Jensen
Estate & Household Sales

eBay Sales, Appraisals

651 698-9650

Classifieds
How to place a classified ad

Phone: 651-699-1462
Fax: 651-699-6501

Email: wantads@myvillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum.

5% discount for prepayment of 3 months.
10% discount for prepayment of 6 months.

All want ads are prepaid by either cash,
check or credit card.

More information is available at
www.myvillager.com

Next Issue: Oct. 7       Deadline: Sept. 30
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Ages 5 to Adult
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Visit kitchen comfort
Kitchen & bath design for an existing or

new residence. We specialize in renovation work!
Ask about our Summer Special on Inset Doors
1399 St. Clair  ■  651.698.4949

www.kitchencomfort.net

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!
He Builds and Fixes almost anything

Russell Dedrick
651 776-1780professional	 • Remodeling •

handyman	 • Additions •
																																			services      State Lic# 20113561	 • Renovations •

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
Sanding         Install
Refinishing    Repair

Dustless Recoating

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                         HEATING INC.

651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Lic. #20155317

PATES
     Serving the Community and
       Metro area over 25 Years BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395
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Service Directory
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY'S LAWN AND LAND-
SCAPING. In business for over 
25 years. Family owned and lo-
cally operated. Quality work and 
competitive rates. Commercial/
Residential. Landscaping services 
include grading, sodding, decora-
tive rock & wood mulch gardens. 
Retaining walls, patios, sidewalks 
& driveways. Weekly lawn cut-
ting, weed & feed. Free estimates. 
Licensed. Insured. References 
available upon request. www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com; 
email: phminc@frontiernet.net.

SNOW REMOVAL. FALL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Tree/
bush service. Free estimates.  651-
699-2832. 

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery/Landscape 
Professional . L iv ing Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 
612-868-7787.

LAWN SERVICE & Landscaping. 
Large & small projects. Total main-
tenance, trees and shrubs. John 
612-328-6893.

CNT LAWNCARE and Snow 
Removal. Residential, Commercial.  
Fall cleanup. Mowing, lawn edg-
ing, hedge trimming. Pet waste 
removal. Chris, B: 651-757-6339;  
H: 651-690-2427.

CC LAWN CARE & Snow Removal. 
Highest quality; competitive rates; 
since 1985. Family owned/oper-
ated. Chris, 651-230-9614 (bus); 
www.cclawnandsnow.com.

PERSON TO PERSON. Personal, 
professional. Fall cleanups. Now 
taking new snow contracts. Lawn, 
edging, hedging & more. Tree trim-
ming/stump removal. Reasonable. 
Commercial/Residential. 651- 
775-0248.

LANDSCAPING: www.dean 
bjorkstrand.com. Design & installa-
tion;  25 years' experience; Master 
Gardener, MN Horticulture Society. 
Insured. 612-861-3919.

HELLER FAMILY Lawn. Serv- 
ing the area for over 20 years.  
Family owned & operated. (h) 
651-699-9315; (c) 651-442-1325; 
HellerLawn@gmail.com. 

LERFALD SERVICES. Installation 
of retaining walls, pavers, concrete, 
rock/mulch beds, shrubs, trees, sod, 
dirt. General hauling/excavating. 
Fence removal. Pressure washing. 
Tree trimming/removal. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. Accept credit 
cards. References. Loren, 651- 
208-6346.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, 
licensed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Call Dean, 651-298-0781.

*TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL*
Call Frank, 651-276-7094.

EXTERIOR DRAIN Tile Systems. 
Solve your water problems! Frank, 
651-276-7094.

$59.00 STUMP Removal. Insured, 
Professional, U of M grad. Call 
Peter, 612-703-6367.

DIRTFLOWER GARDEN Services: 
design, coaching, maintenance and 
more. Professional Horticulturist, 
Licensed, Insured. 651-260-4699. 
www.dirtflower.com. 

COLLEGIATE YARD CARE! Fall 
cleanup, odd jobs, lawn mowing. 
Professional, quality service, un-
dergraduate prices! 612-414-7054.

SIGNATURE LAWN & Land-
scaping. Reliable, Professional 
Lawn & Snow Plowing Service. We 
provide full residential/commercial 
service. Mowing, aerating, fertiliz-
ing, landscaping, weed control & 
more. Call Chris for your fall cleanup 
today. 651-775-0856 or cmsignature 
lawns@aol.com.

SUNRISE SNOW/Lawn Service. 
Reliable, professional services. City 
sidewalks, driveways, alleys. Family 
owned for 28 years. Call Bob, 651-
450-0603.

FALL WORK: Lawn care, cars 
cleaned, windows washed, gutters 
cleaned. Reasonable prices! Call 
Tyler at 612-876-5231.

HomE SErviCES

*PIERRE REPAIR*
I can fix anything! 651-644-1674.

BIGS SEAMLESS Rain Gutters. 
Custom built. Licensed. Insured. 
David, 651-426-0729.

HANDYMAN OLE, the Norwegian 
Handyman. Fixit, painting, light  
r e m o d e l i n g . G u a r a n t e e d . 
Reference.  651-293-1939.

CLEAN OUT your accumulated 
stored junk/debris. Reasonable 
rates. Frank, 651-276-7094.

PLUMBING. Semi-retired master at 
less than one half shop rate. 612-
968-9727.

HOME REPAIRS & Light Remod-
eling. 25+ years' experience. 
Carpentry, Drywall, Painting & Tile 
Work. Paul @ 612-859-9592.

HouSECLEANiNg

HOUSECLEANING, specializing in 
one-time cleanups; excellent  
references; 20 years’ experience. 
Connie’s Cleaning, 651-646-1637; 
612-281-5921.

MB GOES GREEN! MB’s Clean-
ing Service, Feng Shui, clutter 
control. 15 years' experience. 651- 
225-1960.

HIGH STANDARDS, honest,  
reliable housecleaner, thorough. 
Excellent references. Karen, 651-
487-2454.

WE LIKE TO CLEAN & ORGAN-
IZE. What can we help you with? 
Call Castle Keepers, 651-426-8850. 
Insured/bonded. Visa/MC.

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reason-
able rates, estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

CLOVERLEAF CLEANING 
Services. Residential/Commercial. 
Fami ly  owned. Weekly,  b i -
weekly, one time spring cleaning. 
References. Licensed/Insured. 
651-730-4124.

THOROUGH HOUSECLEANING. 
Experienced, honest, reliable, me-
ticulous. References. Reasonable; 
Sarah, 651-698-4645.

COME HOME to a clean house. 
Years of reliable experience. 
Excellent references. Kelly, 651-
528-3948.

HOUSECLEANING. $25.00/hour. 
Once a month, Every two weeks, 
Weekly. Residential. Experienced. 
Insured. Nonsmoking. Clean 
Record. Free Estimate. Sparkling 
Interiors. Nadia, 612-701-2920.

SIMPLY TIDY Housecleaners. 
Insured. Referrals available. 
Nontoxic cleaning supplies free  
of charge. 10% off on first time 
cleaning. 651-210-1846; 651- 
699-5493. www.sthousecleaners.
com. 

ROSE'S CLEANING. 2-person 
team, affordable, dependable, in-
sured, references. 651-644-0249; 
651-485-9625.

NO EXTRA FEES. Reasonable 
rates, 17 years' experience. 
Licensed/Insured. Excellent refer-
ences. 651-487-5365.

M I C H E L L E ' S  D E TA I L E D 
Housecleaning. St. Paul. Honest, 
reliable, excellent references; 651-
775-7558.

AUTUMN DAY CLEANING. 
Experienced business and residen-
tial housekeeping. $15 per hour. 
Stephanie, 651-770-0642.

CONSCIENTIOUS and thorough 
cleaning for your home or office, 25 
years' experience. Excellent refer-
ences. Linda, 651-324-0246.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNoW

THE BEST landscaping services, 
free estimates, design, tree/shrub 
& plant knowledge and installa-
tion, grading, sodding, beds & gar-
dens, paver patios/walks/drives, 
Versa-Lok retaining walls & ponds.  
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping, 651- 
227-2584; bluhmbrothers.com.

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Sea-
sonal cleanups, year-round 
cont racts ; es t imates; 651- 
690-1284.

HomE imProvEmENtS

PLUMBING, REMODEL, repair; 
cure low water pressure, water 
heaters; licensed/insured. Senior 
discount. 651-206-7069.

HomE SErviCES

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,  
installed. Since 1973. Insured, 
bonded. License #20126373; 651-
699-8900.

ALL BRIGHT Window Cleaning. 
Year round. Chandeliers. Carpets.  
Mike, 651-646-4000.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good 
Stuff Moving. Reasonably priced.  
Licensed, insured. We sell boxes. 
651-488-4808.

CARPET PROFESSIONALLY  
installed, restretch, repair. Quality 
work. 30 years' experience. 651-
774-3738.

PROFESSIONAL MOVES, large/ 
small; many local references;  
BBB; Angie’s List; reasonable rates! 
John, 651-387-2955.

ANYTIME HANDYMAN. All gen-
eral repairs, large and small proj-
ects; low rates; quality work; senior 
discounts; free estimates; 651- 
225-9942.

MIDWEST DRYWALL. Complete 
drywall service and repairs. Insured. 
Dan, 651-238-5345.

CARPET INSTALLATION, sales 
and repairs. 16 years' experi-
ence. Free estimates. John, 612- 
366-5837.

FURNITURE REPAIR. All types; 
nicks, gouges, scratches, buttons, 
springs and things; complete an-
tique restoration; 651-482-9386. 
We also buy antiques.

HANDYMAN, 20 years’ experi-
ence, big or small jobs; 651- 
482-9386.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good 
work. Reasonable rates. Free esti-
mates. Mitch, 651-698-5595.

*JUST CALL, WE HAUL*
We haul away almost anything from 
old furniture and appliances to yard 
waste and construction debris. We'll 
do all the loading and cleanup for 
you. For free estimate on cleaning 
your garage, attic, basement, yard: 
Just Call 612-724-9733.

HANDYMAN A to Z. Quality repair 
or remodel. Gerry, 651-483-8581.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New 
or Repairs. Lic. #20581059. Troy's 
Decks & Fences, 651-210-1387.

*HOUSE REPAIRS*
Visit: www.jimshouserepair.com. 
651-485-5966. Insured. Since 1981. 
References available. 

ROTTEN WOOD? Window 
sills, casings, exterior wood trim  
repaired or replaced. Harmsen & 
Oberg Construction. Gary, 651- 
698-3156.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW/ 
gutter cleaning. Chandeliers. 11 
years' experience. Insured, refer-
ences, free estimates. Jeremy, 
SkyBlue Windows, 651-503-0996.

GUTTER CLEANING: www. 
deanbjorkstrand.com. 25 years' ex-
perience. Insured. 612-861-3919.

WINDOW CLEANING: www. 
deanbjorkstrand.com. Experienced. 
Insured. 612-861-3919.

GUTTER CLEANING. It's that time 
of year again! Protect your roof and 
have your gutters cleaned today. 
Call Ryan, 651-690-3956.

SKILLED  HANDYMAN. Repairs 
and new projects. Trustworthy, rea-
sonable rates. 651-492-0899.

G U T T E R  C L E A N I N G  a n d 
GUTTER SCREENING. Since 
1990. Call Mike, 651-646-4000.

RUSS'S OLD HOUSE. Double 
hung window sash; renovation/ 
repair; reglazing; replace sash 
cords; wooden storms/screens. 
651-645-2396.

CHIMNEY REPAIR/Cleaning; fire-
place work; furnace/duct cleaning. 
Master Chimney Sweep. Tom, 651-
263-2108.

Peter Wi lson

 Drywall Services & Plaster Repair

95% Dust Free
Sanding

19 Years Experience

651-246-4758

Drywall

ROOFING SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Tear-Off • Re-Roof • Repairs
Shingle	 Flat Roofs
Shakes	 Tar & Gravel
Sheet Metal	 Rubber Roofs

			Siding 				Concrete Driveways
CALL FOR FREE EST. & STORM DMG. EVAL

651-482-0070
MN Lic.#20320318

Furniture. Cabinets.
Repairs.

Careful. Precise
Cabinetmaker for 19 years.
Kerry Hogan, 651-578-6909
IBlameMyTools@pressenter.com

STUCCO • RE-STUCCO
Plastering

New Construction/Remodels
~ 24 Years Experience
(Licensed • Bonded • Insured)

(651) 459-2079
www.kunzstucco.com

Bob Kunz Min Lic # 20302837

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612.328.6893
21 years experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

CONCRETE
Patios/Drives/Walks/Steps

Stamped/I.C.F.
Over 34 Years Experience

J.C. Miller & Sons
Call 612-729-5560

ConCrete
Sidewalks, Steps & Patio

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
Chimney, FireplaCe

& stuCCo repair
Over 20 yrs. Experience
Call mark larson
651-642-5090

ABEL’S CONCRETE
New & Repair • Foundation Repair

Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block 
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps 

Remodeling • • RoofingPainting

INSURED
LICENSED FREE ESTIMATES

CELL: 651263-6572

“Family Owned Since 1930”

& AIR CONDITIONING

Al Sandeen
Concrete & Masonry, LLC
Concrete, Block, Brick,

Stone & ICF’s
Free Estimates   ■ 30 yrs. Exp.   ■ Excavation Available
612-729-1298

www.sandeenconcrete.com

Q-B Construction
& Landscape

Retaining Walls / Paver Patios
Walkways / Excavation, Rock 

placement, Demolition
Big or small, we’ll do it all

~ Free Estimates ~
651208-7167 or 651483-8572

Drainage
Problems?

Retaining Walls
Patios – Steps – Walks
651•739•3766

Jeff Menard
LandscapeLandscape

Painting
Professional Quality,
Advice, Suggestions
15 Years Experience

Chris Robichaud
651633-3643
651450-4340

WALLS & CEILINGS
Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping

Texture Ceilings • Painting

Mud Alchemy
612-272-3697

Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Fast & Reliable Service

Concrete -
New & Repair

• Sidewalks,
Patios, Driveways, Steps

• Egress Windows
 • Wood Decks & Privacy Fences

Hamland Construction Co.
 651-319-3515 Licensed

Bonded • Insured

651-454-5904

• Bobcat Work
• Concrete Cutting & Removal

• Garage Demolition
• Swimming Pool Removal
• Excavation of Basements,

Additions & Trenching

Demolition
Excavation Services

Residential Repairs/Replacements/Installations

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Chimney Repair/Tuckpointing
• Stone Foundations

• Brick & Stone Building 
Restoration To Heritage 

Preservation Commission 
(HPC) Specifications

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651 224-6985

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

HOMEREPAIRS
   Meeting All of your home 
   repair and installation needs!!!
	 • Appliances					• Carpentry
	 • Air Conditioners
• Water Softeners & Purification Units

~ Insured ~

651 260-4696

CALL

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL

LOCKSMITHS

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

STEP & DECK
RAILINGS

Ornamental Fencing & Gates
Flower Boxes

Free Estimate • 40 Years Experience
651-739-7890   651-245-6514

Service Directory
Lawn Aerating

Most yards $50
Mowing & Fertilizing
Lucas @ 763-458-4321

goringlawncare@yahoo.com

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

“Prompt, Reliable Service”

Hersey Painting, LLC
Quality Work Since 1984

651-644-6163
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

YOUR HOME
DESERVES THE BEST

Professional Painting
Plaster Repair

Textured Ceilings
Finish Carpentry

HANDYMAN
&

Home Remodeling
Certified Home Inspector

Steve  651-274-3499
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Music instruction

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL of Music. 
Master teachers: all instruments, 
voice, theory; all ages/levels.  
Suzuki; pre-school;  651-690-4364;  
stjoseph-schoolofmusic.net.

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana  
University. Lawrence Wilson, 651- 
699-0812.

PIANO LESSONS with an experi-
enced, successful, patient, encour-
aging, qualified teacher in a cozy 
home studio. Trish, 651-645-1620.

PRIVATE VIOLIN lessons with 
symphony musician. Experienced 
& professional. 651-291-2736.

GUITAR LESSONS. Suzuki/
Traditional, Classical/Popular. 
All Ages. Gene Swanson, 651- 
292-4929.

PIANO: EXPERIENCED teacher 
(B.S., M.A., U of MN). All ages/
abilities. Minneapolis 2 blocks/Ford 
Bridge. Home studio. Moderate 
rates. FLEXIBLE Saturday schedul-
ing beginning Oct. 3. 612-670-0661. 
"Add music to your weekend."

VOCAL/INSTRUMENTAL coach-
ing. All ages/abilities. FREE intro 
session. 651-231-1495. Master's 
degree Juilliard. Member SPCO 20 
years. WWW.MUSICMAKINGJOY.
COM. 

. Piano tuning/rePair

QUALITY PIANO TUNING & 
REPAIR. Reasonable rates.  
Robert Clough, 612-722-7586; 
Robtclough @aol.com.

QUALITY PIANO Tuning. www.
PapagenoPianoTuning.com. 651-
698-1573 home.

instruction

EXPERIENCED TUTOR, K-col-
lege, academics, organization/
study skills, homework, ACT/SAT.  
References. Lyn, 651-235-1955.

LANGUAGE TUTORING: Intensive 
German, Latin, and Ancient Greek. 
Call 651-695-8072.

ACCOUNTING TUTOR. Under-
graduate courses, study skills, 
homework, individual, group or via 
email. Rose, 631-264-7962.

resuMes

RESUME WRITING. Professionals, 
Career Changers. 18+ years' expe-
rience. Pamela, 612-729-9964.

helP wanted

F/T AND P/T Company expanding. 
Seeking individuals with good cus-
tomer and leadership skills. 651-
697-7017.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
to Office Manager, dental office. 
Looking for someone with attention 
to detail & smiles a lot. Duties re-
quire keyboarding, good telephone 
skills, reception skills, scheduling 
and everything that makes a good 
office function. Hours negotiable. 
Fax your resume to 651-698-0091, 
Attn: Sarah. 

HELP WANTED with smal l 
cleaning business. 30+ hours a 
week. Please call Connie at 651- 
646-1637. 

office /adMinistrative

SECRETARIAL SERVICES. 
Typing, transcribing, mini-cas-
sette/fax;  legal background; 651- 
488-9333.

coMPuter/internet

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: 
On site, free pickup, delivery, trou-
bleshooting, upgrades, virus spy-
ware removal, networking wired 
and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651- 
698-7519; 651-470-3792.

PC SERVICES: In your home or 
business, networking, software/
hardware installation, upgrades 
and troubleshooting; $45/hour,  
15 years' experience; Eric, 651-
274-4072.

CERTIFIED COMPUTER techni-
cian, on-site. Hardware/software 
installs, custom pc builds, spyware/
virus removal, wired/wireless so-
lutions, $40/hour. 651-324-7306, 
Nathan. 

Pet care/services

KITTY'S COMPANION. Loving 
care of cats while you're away. 651- 
227-7415. Since 1990.

WAGNER'S PETSITTING. Walking, 
vacation day or night pet care. 651-
771-0421.

FULL TIME, year round dog walk-
ing/pet sitting service. Call Highland 
Park resident Jacob England, 651-
295-0152 or go to www.doggie-a-
go-go.com.

health & fitness

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE.  
Lauren Hill, nationally certified 
teacher. 651-646-8993. www. 
alexanderteachingstudio.com.

sewing/eMbroidery

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 So. 
C leve land . 651 -698 -6117 .  
highlandtailors.com.

ALTERATIONS. All kinds. Zippers, 
hems, pillows/cushions, 40 years; 
651-698-9698.

PROFESSIONAL FIT. Alterations 
& Custom Sewing. Weddings, 
Custom Suits, Tailored Shirts, 
Monograms and much more. 925 
Selby Ave. 651-646-2117.

restaurants/catering

MORE PEOPLE ARE "KEEPING 
IT LOCAL" from breakfast, lunch or 
dinner to celebrating special events. 
Advertise your restaurant or cater-
ing business here!

entertainMent/Music

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular 
songs from across the decades; 
weddings, private parties; listen at 
www.johnmischke.com. Call 651-
489-0149.

PhotograPhy/video

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. All of 
the romance, elegance and beauty, 
captured for posterity on your spe-
cial day. Customized packages to 
accommodate any budget . 
C a p t u r i n g  t h e  M o m e n t s 
Photography by Jill Fiebiger, 614 
Grand Ave. 651-698-9604 or  
e-mail jillfiebigerphotography@
gmail.com.

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

DECKS
Maintenance-free and

Cedar decking
~ Call for estimates ~

 Keller Residential, Inc.   651-646-5404
www.kellerres.com

TM

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

Landscaping
& Lawn Care

‘‘One Call…We can do it All!”
Paver Sidewalks & Patios
Custom Built Fences
Boulder Walls & Retaining Walls
Underground Sprinklers
Complete Lawncare
Residential or Commercial
15 years exp. ■ Lic. • Bonded • Ins.

Wes & Dave’s
LAWN CARE
651291-1287
  Free Estimates

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.          
651 222-8701

   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

SABO ELECTRIC
Residential-Renovation

Specialist
Licensed•Bonded•Insured

Free
Est.

Since
1980651 698-6491

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

• Additions       • Roofing/Siding
• Kitchens        • Windows/Doors
• Bathrooms • Decks/Porches
• Basement Finish

612.729.6653–Minneapolis www.rpvogel.com
651.489.1110–St. Paul info@rpvogel.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
FALL SPECIAL

(EXPIRES 10/31/09)

Custom Wood
     Mantels Nooks
     Moldings Shelves
     Cabinets Covers
     Built-ins Panels

Window Seats
Firewood Boxes

Etcetera
Create  /  Restore

Paul  612-724-9167

Electrical Service
For all your electrical needs

33 years experience

 651-341-8728
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

• Clean • Repair • Install 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured              Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson 651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#20126373

BASEMENT EGRESS
window specialists, free

estimates, year-round service.
651777-5044

MN Lic. 20175032

Rain Gutters
Cleaned &
Repaired

London Aire Services

651699-3373
References Given

Serving the
Highland area
for 25 years

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Roger’s Tree Service
               Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

                    • Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

           ASh TReATmenTS
Certified Arborist ♦  Licensed ♦  Insured ♦  Free Estimates Cell: (612) 414-9241

( 651 )  699-7022     www.rogertree.com

 Roger Gatz

CAVANAUGH MASONRY  Scott 651453-1781

InterIor LImestone FoundatIons
Tuckpointing • Rebuilding

Cement Coating • Thoroseal
FIrepLaces

New • Redesign • Rebuilding • Tuckpointing

Ornamental
             Step Rails

                   

Al Hansen 651 227-4320

Licensed & Bonded

– Plain & Fancy
– New & Repair
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health care provider

CUSTOM CARE SERVICES LLC
Female caregiver, 10 years' experi-
ence in your home or assisted living. 
"Exclusive" 30 min. visits available! 
Personal cares, driving, meal prep, 
housework, errands, companion-
ship and more. CUSTOMIZED 
for you! Excellent references and 
rates! Call Cindy, 651-491-2111.

for rent residential

All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising which is in violation of the 
law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bdrm. apt. 
homes available in the Highland 
Park & Crocus Hill areas. Call 651- 
698-6111 today for rental infor-
mation on several communities  
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

YORKSHIRE GROVE. Come 
home to the sought after neighbor-
hood of Highland Park. We offer 
one bdrms. with thoughtful, classic 
floor plan, $689. Our studio homes 
celebrate compact and comfort-
able lifestyle at an affordable 
price, $565. Call Al Loughrey, 651- 
698-2180.

MONTCALM APARTMENTS. 
Luxury apartment homes from 
$995, 535 Lexington Pkwy. S.; 
651-698-4004; www.montcalm 
apartments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $635-$820. 1704  
Norfolk Ave. & 2061 Shepard Rd. 
www.krcapartments.com. 651- 
698-7684.

GREAT DEALS! Beautiful apts. 
in 50+ locations. Outstanding 
service, professional mgmt. 
www.krcapartments.com; 763- 
572-9400; 

FIRST MONTH RENT FREE. 
Highland Park. 1480 Randolph, 
spacious 1 & 2 BR, quiet senior 
bldg.; underground heated park-
ing. $663-$824. 651-773-3485;  
www.1480randolphseniorapart 
ments.com.

1 & 2 BRs from $720-$905. 1061 
Montreal Ave. Remodeled kitchens 
& bathrooms! www.krcapartments.
com. 651-698-7684.

LEXINGTON PARK Apartments. 
Located off of 35E and Randolph 
Ave. charming 2 bdrms., hdwd. 
floors, eat-in kitchens, spacious 
closets; $744-$779. Cozy 1 bdrms., 
carpeted, spacious closets; $635-
$655. For appt. call Cindy, 651- 
699-8471. Also offering rent specials. 

ONE & TWO bedroom roomy 
apartments featuring several up-
dated amenities. On bus line, short 
walk to Village. 651-788-0128.

1172 RANDOLPH. Large 3 bed-
room apartment, carpeted, utilities 
included, off-street parking; 651-
698-4184; 651-688-8180.

SUMMIT AVE. Mansion. AMAZ-
ING 2-3 bdrm. condo. Living, din-
ing, den, sitting rooms, wine cellar, 
workout room. New kitchen and 
bath. Large marble bathroom with 
jacuzzi. Granite kitchen. Walk-in 
California closets. Large rooms, 
amazing woodwork. Amazing  
800 ft. rooftop deck. Perfect location. 
2-car garage. $2,500. Application 
required. 651-485-5313.

HIGHLAND RIDGE. Luxury apart-
ment homes in Highland Park. 1-3 
bedrooms. starting at $895. Fitness 
center, business center, indoor 
pool, spa, W/D. 2285 Stewart Ave.; 
651-699-9135; www.stuartco.com.

14XX GRAND Ave. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath beautiful house. Natural 
woodwork, hdwd. floors, A/C. Great 
location and fabulous condition. 
2-car garage plus parking space. 
No smoking/pets. $1,350/mo. 651- 
485-5313.

GLEN TERRACE 2 BR Condo; 
overlooking Crosby Park; miles of 
trails. Quiet secure building, heated 
parking. Hdwd. floors,  new carpet. 
Washer/dryer in unit. NS/NP. $900/
mo. 651-270-3411.

Normandale
Electric Co.
Celebrating 30 years

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial

1948 No. Prior • 651 644-0655

Master

ELECTRICIAN
One Man Shop

Many Local References
• Service Upgrades

• Remodeling Specialists
Ed Strecker

20 yrs exp
612-250-6320  Lic.#CA04086

4330 Nicollet Ave S • Mpls MN 55409
ph.651.690.3442 ext. 25 • www.houseliftinc.com

The remodeler you can trust

Bathrooms
Resurfacing of Bathtubs, Wall 

Tile, Sink & Countertops

	 WEST METRO	 EAST METRO
	 952-451-3900	 651-714-2303

Your Total
Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeler Specialists
Custom Home RestoRation

	• Ceramic Tile	 • Plaster
	• Drywall • Carpentry
	• Skylights	 • Windows
	• Doors • Texturing
	• Deck Maintenance

Call BeRn Witte 651644-9177

• •

RESIDENTIAL  651690-4710 COMMERCIAL
LICENSED    •    boNDED    •    INSurED

• Exposed Aggregate
• Footings • Foundations
• Steps • Sidewalks • Patios

• Garage Slabs • Driveways
• Patterned Concrete

• Mortar-less retaining Wall Systems

Custom
RadiatoR
CoveRs

CoverMyRadiator
651-210-8885

www.covermyradiator.com

Keystone
Brick &Concrete

• Pavers  • Patios  • Walks & Driveways
New or Replacement

Serving you since 1998
651-462-4969

Larry’s Painting
• Exterior  •Spray Ceilings  •Paper Hanging

• Interior   • Texture Ceilings and Walls   • Drywall
• Skim Coating  •Water Damage  •Knock Down

                       651 222-4227Complaint free record at
the Better Business Bureau 
for over 35 years.

Insured
Free Estimates

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Zeller
Plumbing
Repair Service
Reasonable Rates
No Jobs too Small

10% Off Labor
with this ad

Licensed • Bonded  •  Insured
Raymond M. Zeller
651690-0421

#3473PM

• Installation  • Repair  • Sanding (Dust 
Free)  • Refinishing   • Ceramic Tile

Free Estimates    952-292-2349 BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

Chimney &
Step Repair,

Misc. masonry
      grinding, tuck-pointing
SAM 952-292-0520

PRESTIGE
CONCRETE &

DRIVEWAY CO.
•Exposed Aggregate •Steps
•Patios •Floors •Sidewalks

• Retaining Walls • Footings
•Stone Steps & Walls

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

CALL JIM

651290-2689
SERVING METRO AREA

Licensed for St. Paul City
Walks, Curbs & Approaches

dba
◆ Banner Roofing ◆ Award Exteriors ◆ Champion Chimney ◆

612-721-2000

Chimney Sweep
  Inspection
  & Repair

  651699-3373
LONDON AIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

Gutters
Clean • Repair • Install

Licensed & Insured

BIGS
651-426-0729

Landscape 
suppLies

kernlandscaping.com
We Deliver All Products
• Mulches  • Compost

• Top Soil  • Sand
• Decorative Rock

We accept sod & soil, stumps, brush and yard waste.
Pierce Butler & 915 No.Albert

(3 blocks east of Snelling) 651646-1553
M-F 8aM – 5:30pM • Sat 9aM – 4pM

MUSKA
ELECTRIC
COMPANY
•Electrical Residential

Service Upgrades
•New Homes
•Alterations

•Additions •Repairs
•Pools & Hot Tubs

Lic./Bonded/Insured
kp@muskaelectric.com
651-639-5116

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
Call Norm, 651208-7294

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Full Service Electrical Contractor
	 • FREE Estimates	 • Service Upgrades
	 • Electrical Maintenance	 • Lighting Conversions

		and Inspections	 • Surge Protection
	 • Alternative Energy

Serving the community since 1965
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for rent residential

LARGE SUNNY room. $370, NS, 
private entrance, kitchen, on bus; 
651-644-6387.

MIDWAY 2 BR lower duplex with 
sun porch; available now; $750 + 
heat. 651-636-4492. 

1664 RANDOLPH Ave. 1 bdrm., 
hdwd., modern kitchen, cats ok; 
$650; 651-690-3162.

MERRIAM PARK, 2 bdrm. duplex, 
heat, spacious closets; $900; 651- 
644-7126.

BIG, BEAUTIFUL one bdrm. 
Victorian duplex in Irvine Park. 
Private entrance, garden, patio. 
Hdwd. floors, original woodwork, 
walk-in closets. Great neighbor-
hood close to downtown St. Paul. 
Pets considered. Free heat. $750. 
Call 651-292-9343.

HIGHLAND. 2 bdrm. S x S updated 
duplex, 1706 Ford Pkwy. 3-season 
porch, off-street parking, CA, DW, 
all new appliances. Full basement, 
NS, NP; $1,200 + util/dep. Owner 
occupied. 651-698-3245.

1887 RANDOLPH. 2 bdrm., sec-
ond floor. Sunroom, hdwd. floors, 
washer/dryer, excellent kitchen, 
dishwasher. No smoking/pets. 651-
699-1985.

MERRIAM PARK. 1636 Selby Ave. 
$750. Large 1+ bdrm., closets, en-
closed front porch, natural wood-
work, hutch, living-dining room, 
laundry, heat paid. 651-483-3582.

roommate wanted

SHARE LARGE house. Quiet, 
clean. Historic district. $345 plus util. 
651-414-0545.

HIGHLAND. Roommate wanted. 
Deluxe bed & bath suite with kitch-
enette and cable, VCR and DVD. 
Share: laundry & dishwasher. NS/
NP, on street parking, block from 
bus, furnished or unfurnished; 
Cleveland & Villard (1 mile from 
Ford Pkwy. & Cleveland). 651- 
690-1460. Available 9/22/09. 

for rent commercial

PROF. OFFICE rental: fireplace, 
waiting room, hardwood floors. Call 
Alison, 651-647-5722.

HIGHLAND OFFICE space for 
lease. Share 900 sq. ft. office 
with family therapist in Highland 
Village,  670 Cleveland Ave. S. 651- 
698-3828

OFFICE SUITE. 1050 sq. ft. space 
in historic Ramaley Building,  
658 Grand Ave. Includes two of-
fices, conference room, reception 
area. Heat, water, electricity and 
refuse included. Contact Mike at 
612-805-7543.

GRAND AVE. Prime 1 and 2+ 
person office space available im-
mediately. Ideal for consultants, 
therapists, body work, etc. Adjacent 
shops & parking. From $300. 
Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31 or Sue, ext. 32.

TWO OFFICES available with con-
ference room. Use 24/7. Free park-
ing. Busy street. Close to freeway. 
Short or long-term lease. All util. 
paid. 651-248-5651.

OFFICE/STUDIO, 325 sq. ft. in 
Merriam Park church. Available Oct. 
1; $400/month. Call Bob at 651-
292-1000.

SMALL OFFICE for share on 
Grand Ave. near Snelling in  
St. Paul, MN. $437 a month rent. 
Use of conference room and basic 
receptionist services included. 
Copies, faxes and postage extra. 
651-698-5506.

garage/storage

GARAGE for rent. 15XX Grand 
Ave. $60/mo. 651-696-0855.

vacation/travel

PARK MODEL HOUSE in Apache 
Wells, Mesa, AZ. 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, large HDTV with surround 
speakers. $1,500/mo. for 3 months 
Nov.-June. Call 612-247-0709. 
Apache Wells has golf course & 
clubhouse with pool. 



You’ll have reason to smile more radiantly 
than ever with the advanced dentistry techniques 
now being employed in Highland Park by Dr. R.J. 
Fischbach and his staff.

Dr. Fischbach’s is one of only 3% of all dental 
offices in the nation that are using the latest CEREC 
CAD/CAM technology. The dental restorations Dr. 
Fischbach and his staff perform can now be done in a 
single appointment.

CEREC stands for Chairside Economical 
Restorations of Esthetic Ceramics. CAD/CAM stands 
for Computer Aided Design/Computer Assisted 
Modeling. CAD/CAM dentistry is the process by 
which the dentist first takes an infrared picture of your teeth. The picture 
is transmitted directly to a computer where the teeth are designed right 
in front of your eyes, eliminating entirely the need for uncomfortable 
impressions and temporary restorations. The computer then sends the 
designed teeth by wireless technology to a milling machine, which grinds 
the fillings, crowns or veneers.

The finished restorations are widely regarded by dentists nationwide 
as the most aesthetic, comfortable and long-lasting, and they are far 
superior to composite, silver or gold restorations.

Dental patients today are increasingly asking for metal-free 
restorations. Dr. Fischbach and his staff employ many alternative 
materials in CAD/CAM technology, including Leucite, Ceramic, 
Zirconia, Glass Ceramic, Feldspar Ceramic, Fine Grain Translucent 
Porcelain, and Yttrium-Stabilized Zirconium. The wide range of 
materials allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to select the one that is best suited 
for you. Most other dentists use a technique that fits all patients with just 
one material.

CAD/CAM dentistry was originally developed for making single 
crowns. This technology can now be used to make bridges, inlays and 
onlays (fillings), veneers and even gold crowns. These all can be done 
without impressions and if not fabricated at the appointment, can be 

fabricated in a day or two. CAD/CAM technology 
also allows Dr. Fischbach’s staff to save teeth that 
most other dentists would extract.

Dr. Fischbach and his staff are in the business 
of saving teeth, re-establishing function and 
perfecting glowing smiles. They are also in the 
business of educating their patients. Dr. Fischbach’s 
office has movies of almost every dental treatment 
available. The short movies can be burned to a CD 
and given to you to take home and review with 
family members before any decision is made. The 
explanations of the various treatments are also 
available on Dr. Fischbach’s website at

www.fischbachdentistry.com.
Dr. Fischbach, Dr. Susan Olson and their staff of 10 participate in 

almost all insurance Preferred Provider Organizations in order to help 
you control the cost of dentistry.

To learn more about what the leading edge in local dentistry can offer 
you, Dr. Fischbach and his staff invite your inquiries anytime.

	 483 Brimhall Street	 	 651-698-0848
(On the corner of Randolph Avenue and Brimhall Street,

one block east of Snelling Avenue)
www.FischbachDentistry.com

Staff member Tammy explains CEREC

Dr. R.J. Fischbach: the Leading Edge
in Local Dentistry


