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Waiting for ‘right job’ goes wrong
Dear Annie: My 

23-year-old son gradu-
ated from college two 
years ago and has been 
unemployed ever since. 
He earned a degree in 
a competitive field but 
has not had any luck 
landing a job in his cho-
sen profession. While 
we understand that 
finding the right oppor-
tunity can take time, we 
are growing increasing-
ly concerned.

He refuses to consider 
any kind of job outside 
of his intended career 
path, insisting that if 
he takes something “be-
neath him,” he will get 
stuck and never leave. 
We have tried reasoning 
with him, encouraging 
him to gain experience, 
even if it is unrelated, 
to avoid having a com-
pletely blank resume. 
We have offered sug-
gestions, networking 
opportunities and moral 
support, but he will not 
budge.

He still lives at home, 
which we do not mind, 
within reason, but the 
money he saved while 
working part time in 
college is running out 
fast. It is frustrating 
to watch him stagnate 
while the months go by. 
He says he is waiting 
for the “right fit,” but 
we worry he is letting 
pride or fear hold him 
back.

How do we help him 
see that some kind of 
work, any work, is bet-
ter than no work at all? 
And how do we support 
him without enabling 
this pattern? I admire 
your insight and would 
truly appreciate any 
words of wisdom for 
both him and us. — 

Worried Parents in 
Limbo

Dear Worried: You 
are right to be con-
cerned. A two-year gap 
on a resume, especially 
in those early post-grad 
years, can be hard to 
explain later. While it 
is admirable that your 
son wants to pursue 
work in his chosen 
field, his refusal to take 
any job in the mean-
time is shortsighted 
and, frankly, self-sabo-
taging.

Work is more than a 
title. It teaches disci-
pline, builds character 
and often leads to un-
expected opportunities. 
No one’s first job out 
of college defines their 
entire future. What 
does shape the future is 
sitting at home waiting 
for perfection. That 
is not strategy; it is 
fear wearing a mask of 
pride.

Let your son know 
that while you love 

him, the time for pas-
sivity has passed. He 
needs to contribute, 
either by working, vol-
unteering, interning 
or even pursuing addi-
tional training. And if 
his savings are dwin-
dling, it may be time to 
start charging rent — 
not as punishment, but 
to nudge him toward 
reality.

Sometimes, the most 
loving thing a parent 
can do is stop cushion-
ing the fall.

“How Can I Forgive 
My Cheating Part-
ner?” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s second antholo-
gy — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, 
infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation 
— is available as a 
paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.cre-
atorspublishing.com 
for more information. 
Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

HOROSCOPE — August 24

Cousin shares 
intimate post

DEAR HARRIETTE: 
Recently, I saw that one 
of my cousins came out on 
social media. She posted 
herself and a partner 
kissing, and a lot of her 
friends were comment-
ing, congratulating them 
and admiring their cour-
age.

My cousin is 11. Some 
of the photos are of her 
and her partner holding 
hands, some show kiss-
ing and some seem set at 
home or in their rooms. 
I don’t think kissing or 
cuddling is appropriate 
or necessary at that age, 
especially if parents ar-
en’t aware. Part of me 
wants to share with her 
mom, but I don’t want to 
expose something that 
my younger cousin isn’t 
ready to share yet. Aside 
from the young age, there 
is the layer of her sexual-
ity. We grew up in a reli-
gious family, and I’m not 
sure of her mom’s views 
in that regard. Would 
she be ready to accept 
this? I feel torn because 
I think her mom should 
have the chance to talk to 
her about her developing 
romantic feelings, but 
I don’t want to put my 
younger cousin in a vul-
nerable position. What 
would you do? — Coming 
Out

DEAR COMING OUT: 
First, think about your-
self at your cousin’s age. 
Many children have their 
first crushes at about 
the same time. Sexual 
attraction can start way 
before that as well. It is 
not unusual for 11-year-
olds to be exploring their 
sexuality. The fact that 
your cousin put it on so-
cial media means that she 
is not trying to hide her 
identity.

Yet, as you point out, it 
may be difficult to discuss 
with her parents. Since 
you saw it, would you 
be willing to talk to her 
first? Let her know you 
saw her post and ask her 
to talk to you about her 
life. Get a sense of what’s 
going on. Also, tell her 
that she needs to talk to 
her mom. Let her know 
you feel that it’s your 
responsibility to show 
the post to her mom, but 
you wanted to talk to her 
first. At least in this way, 
she won’t be blindsided 
when her mom brings it 
to her attention.

A positive attitude will make a 
difference. Refuse to let frustra-
tion build this year when dealing 
with institutions, government 
agencies or colleagues. Develop 
a solid plan and adhere to your 
commitments. You have plenty 
to gain if you are forthright and 
honorable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — 
Fine-tune your health and fitness 
to suit your lifestyle. Develop the 
strength you need to engage in 
activities that motivate and facili-
tate a prosperous future.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — 
Go undercover to do what you’ve 
got to do. In solitude, you will 
discover you have talents you 
didn’t know about. It’s up to you 
to follow your instincts and to live 
the life that brings you joy.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) — Participation will lead to 
a fabulous learning experience. 
Embrace conversations with a 
positive attitude. A change of 
perspective will encourage you 
to research your options.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Distance yourself 
from situations before you let 
your emotions step in and take 
charge. Direct your energy into 
honing your skills, improving 
your lifestyle and exploring ways 
to increase your income.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) — Keep the momentum 
flowing. If you limit what you 
can do, you’ll encounter regret. 
Refuse to let anger set in if some-
thing erupts beyond your con-
trol. Work with whatever comes 
your way and show your true 
potential.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
— How you handle others, use 
your money and present yourself 
will lead to attractive offers and 
the chance to improve your life-
style. Discipline and ingenuity are 
your way forward. Enjoy the ride.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 

— Focus on your happiness and 
do something that brings you joy. 
Personal growth, pampering and 
self-improvement are favored, 
along with events that allow you 
to network or socialize.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — 
Go where the action is and use 
your insight, discipline and ex-
perience to bring about change. 
A unique approach will seal the 
deal and put you in a position of 
power.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — 
Opportunity knocks; receive the 
message and turn the informa-
tion into something meaningful. 
It’s up to you to interpret and re-
act as you see fit. You have plenty 
to gain through networking, 
interviewing and marketing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — 
Change requires hands-on help. 
Don’t expect things to fall into 
place without nurturing on your 
part. You’ll have to walk a fine line 
and be precise to make headway. 
Trust your instincts, stamina and 
charisma.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
— Know your boundaries, set 
rules and rethink schedules. Use 
your voice to clarify your position, 
what you are willing to do and 
what you expect in return. Stay 
informed about regulatory rul-
ings that may affect your life.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Re-
fuse to make changes that will 
jeopardize your financial position 
or lifestyle. Look for the best alter-
native and do the legwork to en-
sure you come in under budget. 
Excess and acting in haste are the 
enemies.

DO JUST ONE THING
If you use a dehumidifier 

at home, you might wonder 
what you can do with the tank 
of water it collects. First, don’t 
use it to water plants: When 
humid air runs through the 
metal elements in a dehumid-

ifier, it can leave trace metals. 
You and your pets also should 
never consume the water. 
Instead, fill a toilet tank with 
the water, and use it to flush 
toilets.

— Danny Seo
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