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TODAY’S

By HAWKINS TEAGUE

WEATHER
HIGH 90

hteague@murrayledger.com

LOW 67

Sunny, with a high near 90.
Calm wind becoming northeast around 5 mph in the
afternoon.

SATURDAY

HIGH 95

LOW 73

Sunny, with a high near 95.
Light and variable wind.

SUNDAY
A 50% chance of showers
and thunderstorms, mainly
after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 93.

MONDAY
Mostly sunny, with a high
near 83. North northeast
wind 7 to 11 mph.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Can a man walk on hot
coals
without his feet being
scorched?
Proverbs 6:28 NIV
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Council approves
bids for natural
gas rehab,
sidewalk corners

HAWKINS TEAGUE/Ledger & Times

The circus seemingly came to town Thursday morning as residents of Hickory Woods Senior Living Community posed for
the facility’s annual calendar shoot at Murray Middle School’s auditorium. Hickory Woods Executive Director Annita Peeler said the calendar – which is shot by Oakwood Studio owner Ken Andrus – always covers a particular theme, which will
be announced at a later date. Pictured, from left, are Anita Cloninger as a fortuneteller, Faye Fortenbery as a tightrope
walker, Dwain McIntosh as the ringmaster, Dr. Howell Clark as a lion tamer and Shelby Morgan as an organ grinder.

Beshear declares state of emergency
over gas prices
By JESSICA
JONES PAINE
jpaine@murrayledger.com

FRANKFORT – Gov.
Andy Beshear signed a state
of emergency on gas prices
in Kentucky during his Team
Kentucky Update Thursday,
thereby activating the state’s

price-gouging laws. While the
state of emergency is in effect,
consumers should report price
gouging to Attorney General
Daniel Cameron’s Office.
Citing record-high gas prices as his impetus, Beshear said
he recently asked Cameron to
provide feedback on whether
to activate these price gouging

statutes. In response, Cameron’s office advised receiving
263 price-gouging complaints
related to gas since Jan. 1. Of
those, 22 complaints reported
prices 10% more than the prevailing price in the state at that
time.
➤ See PRICES on Page 4A

BZA approves planned
senior living community
MARTHA ANDRUS
communitynews
@murrayledger.com

MURRAY - The Board of
Zoning Adjustments (BZA)
met Wednesday with several
items on their agenda. Present were members Jim Foster,
Carmen Garland, Mike Faihst,
chairman, John Krieb, Paula
Hulick and Bobbie Weatherly.
Josh Vernon was absent.
A public hearing was held
for a conditional use application to allow three unrelated
persons to occupy property located at 821 N. 19th St., owned
by Ryan and Sarah Cunningham. This property had a prior conditional use permit for
a year with the conditional
that they were to apply again.
A motion was made by Paula
Hulick to approve a conditional use permit to allow the
three unrelated persons to occupy the property for one more
year with parking limited to the
paved area only. No parking on
the street allowed. John Krieb
seconded and the motion car-

ried unanimously.
The second public hearing was for a conditional use
permit for Sigma Pi fraternity
to utilize the property at 1313
Main Street as a fraternity
house. The property is in a R-4
Zone which allows for a conditional permit for a fraternity
or sorority house. The property
is owned by Loretta Jobs and
is currently being rented by
four members of the fraternity.
Several property owners in the
area spoke in opposition to this
permit.
After much discussion,
Bobbie Weatherly made a motion to deny the conditional use
permit for a fraternity house
with a second from Jim Foster. The motion carried unanimously.
A non-public hearing was
next on the agenda involving
a compatibility meeting for a
planned development project
for a multi-family residential
community with single-story
units, for the purpose of serving the elderly community, 55plus, of Calloway County. The

property is approximately 9.8
acres south of Wiswell Road
and west of Coach Estates, and
is currently zoned R-2.
Wabach
Development
Company and Clayton Watkins
Construction, represented by
Chris Bryant, said the community would consist of 52
units, of which there would be
24 one-bedroom; 24 two-bedroom; and four three-bedroom,
including a community building. This property would need
to be re-zoned R-4, multi-family, with a conditional use permit needed for a planned development project.
John Krieb made a motion
to approve the compatibility
of this project, subject to the
purchase of the property and
re-zoning. He added a contingency of two active entrances,
one on Danberry Drive and one
on Blueberry Drive and Mike
Faihst suggested sidewalks
were needed. The motion was
seconded by Paula Hulick and
passed with five members voting yes and Carmen Garland
abstaining. n

MURRAY – In a short meeting Thursday, the Murray City
Council approved bids for natural gas rehabilitation and sidewalk corner projects.
The council approved a
quote of $122,600 from Youngblood Excavating for an Americans with Disabilities Act compliance corners project. Street
and Solid Waste Manager Ron
Allbritten said that when the
city first bid the project out, it
received no responses. Project
Manager Marisa Stewart then
reached out to Youngblood and
one other company for pricing,
and Youngblood was the only
one to respond, Allbritten said.
“Any time we repave the
street, that is considered a ‘qualified event’ now by the Department of Justice, so we have to
make those sidewalk corners
ADA-accessible,”
Allbritten
said. “We’ve got 21 locations
picked out for this year …
(Youngblood has) given us a
➤ See COUNCIL on Page 3A

Candidate accuses
mayor of cheating on
ballot position draw
By HAWKINS TEAGUE
hteague@murrayledger.com

MURRAY – A mayoral
candidate is accusing the current mayor of Murray of cheating when ballot positions were
drawn at the Calloway County
Courthouse earlier this month.
Murray Mayor Bob Rogers
is being challenged in November’s general election by Clif
Darnell, who previously ran
for the same office in 2018.
Darnell did not make it past
the primary that year, and Rogers ultimately won the general
election over opponent Ed Davis. This year, Darnell is Rogers’ only challenger, so neither
was on the ballot for May’s
primary election.
The order in which candidates are placed on the ballot is
determined by a public draw-

ing. Kentucky statute requires
ballot positions to be drawn
on “the Thursday following
the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in June preceding the
regular election.” Candidates
drew their ballot positions on
June 9 at the courthouse.
Darnell said that during the
drawing, he saw Rogers pull
a ping-pong ball with a number on it from the box Calloway County Clerk Antonia
Faulkner was holding, glance
at it and put it back to draw
another number. He said that
after telling Faulkner what he
believed Rogers had done, he
filed an open records request to
the county judge-executive’s
office to obtain security footage of the drawing. The video
he received shows the drawing
➤ See BALLOT on Page 2A

MCCH board hears updates
on hospital performance
By JESSICA
JONES PAINE
jpaine@murrayledger.com

MURRAY – The Murray-Calloway County Hospital
Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on Wednesday.
They heard several positive
updates on the hospital’s performance in terms of quality
measures and a number of
MCCH’s
nationally-ranked
programs were highlighted.
Chief Nursing Officer Jeff
Eye started the business of
the meeting with an update on
COVID-19. He said that, following the small increase that
they saw in April and May,
Calloway seems to have been
on a downward trajectory for
the last two weeks. The Incidence Rate Map from the Kentucky Department for Public
Health still shows Calloway in
orange (indicating substantial

transmission) this week; however, on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
Community Levels Map, Calloway was back down to the
low level (green) last week. He
said that it is hard to forecast
because MCCH officials do
not necessarily see the COVID
numbers from the other hospitals in our Health Service
Area, but he anticipates the
map CDC releases tonight will
show the county back in the
medium level (yellow); however, he noted that this time
it will be for hospitalizations,
unlike the last time when we
advanced to medium because
of the high number of cases in
the community.
About COVID hospitalizations at MCCH, Eye reported
two COVID inpatients as of
Wednesday, “That’s been, sort
➤ See MCCH on Page 8A

