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Providing In-Home Aide Assistance
For The Following Programs...

PRIVATE DUTY SERVICES
American Healthcare Services, Inc. offers sitting and companionship, meal preparation, light
housekeeping, errands, and personal care. We sit privately in hospitals and nursing facilities.
All caregivers provide socialization, a safe
environment and support.

%P Long Term Care Insurance

% Alzheimer’s and Dementia

%Y Worker’s Compensation

% Veterans

% Home and Community Block Grant

%P Family Caregiver Support - Voucher
%P EPSDT - Medicaid under 21 years old

P CAP - Community Alternative Programs 94 hours. We Provide the Best. In Home
€9 PCS - Personal Care Services Aide Service.

Need Help With a Loved One?
Let Us Help. Call for a few hours or up to

Locally Owned & Operated Serving Surry, Yadkin & Stokes Counties

+ State Licensed American Healthcare + Registered Nurses available for the Aide 24 hours a day

+ Established in present location since 2000 + Active Member of the Association of Home and Hospice Care of NC.
+ Random Drug Testing & Pre-Employment Drug Testing o Member of Alzheimer’s Foundation of America

« [HA and CNA + Plans in place to cover absences

+ Referenced, SBI and National Checks Done + Bonded and Insured
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* Free Hot Breakfast

* Free WiFi
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Open for Dine-In Service

WL DERR

RESTAURANT

Bannertown / Mt. Airy
Since 1937

1901 South Main St Mt. Airy, NC 27030
Take Outs: 336-786-7082
www.thederbyrestaurant.com

Celebrating Serving You for 88 Years
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Mayberry Days is coming up in
September, and with it all things
Mayberry. Perhaps most important of
all, the week-long festival offers a quiet,
friendly break from the real world.

CIHE CMAYBERRY

SDEPUTY

A one-off show as The Mayberry Deputy
for Bristol’s David Browning turned

into a multi-year career, including
working with the man himself, Don
Knotts. Now, eight years after retiring,
Browning makes a return to Mayberry.

SWEETS °FOR °IHE...
CWELL,°FOR
“FVERYONE!

You’d be hard-pressed to find a sweeter, or
friendlier, place than Opie’s Candy Store,
which has been serving visitors and local
residents alike for more than two decade.

CMORE °IHAN
¢You GAN Do

If you’re in town, or even nearby, there’s
plenty to do in Mount Airy. Concerts, plays,
radio shows...the list is nearly endless.
Check out our extensive calendar of events.

0N THEJCOVER

Margaret Teele is one of many former The Andy Griffith Show actors
who have taken part in the annual Mayberry Days parade, as in this
photo by Tom Joyce.
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OFFERS ESCAPE FROM
MODERN PROBLEMS

BY TOM JOYCE | tjoyce@mtairynews.com

ith all the turmoil in the world today, wouldn’t it be nice
w to escape to a simpler place in a more laid-back time?
Mayberry perhaps?

‘While Mayberry is a fictional town providing the setting for “The
Andy Griffith Show,” many believe Griffith largely patterned it after
his birthplace of Mount Airy including incorporating local names and
places.

‘Whether or not the modern-day Mount Airy is really an
embodiment of 1960s Mayberry, at least that tends to be the case
during the annual Mayberry Days celebrated in the small North
Carolina town.

Organizers seem to go all out in supplying the atmosphere for what
Executive Director Tanya Jones of the Surry Arts Council considers
“the ideal, iconic small town,” a term oten used by major newspapers
and other media outlets in describing Mayberry.

The official of the arts group, which has staged Mayberry Days
since it started in 1990, points out that folks who go on vacation are
engaging in escapism to some degree.

This might include seeking some unhurried spot to enjoy a little
peace and serenity — especially with the tense situation in the nation
and world.

“I think now, more than ever, a small town gives you the chance to
find that,” Jones said. “I think Mayberry Days, in general, is positive.”

Mayberry fans line up to visit the Andy Griffith Museum.

4
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PHOTOS BY TOM JOYCE | THE NEWS
The Andy Griffith Show Rerun Watchers Club is a Mayberry Days fixture.

This can be accomplished with something as simple as the checkers
tournament held during the annual tribute to all things Mayberry.

Mayberry Days also includes other games and appearances by
individuals who appeared on “The Andy Griffith Show,” musical
performances, special shows and programs, a popular parade through
downtown and more.

Itis scheduled this year from Sept. 22-28.

SPECIAL MILESTONE

Along with being proud that 2025 represents Mayberry Days’ 36th
year, which even continued through the COVID-19 pandemic, Jones
says the upcoming celebration is special in light of another milestone.

This is the 65th anniversary of “The Andy Griffith Show,” which
first appeared on the CBS network for a lengthy run and still is shown
widely in syndication and on streaming services.

While most of the actors and actresses from the home-spun
comedy series are deceased, members of the survivor ranks show up
for Mayberry Days.

With some confirmations still outstanding, the list this year is
expected to include Keith Thibodeaux and Dennis Rush, who played
pals of the Opie character; Margaret Teele, who portrayed Agnes Jean
Parker, a blond member of a crime family Barney encounters while in
Raleigh; Rodney Dillard of the bluegrass-playing Darling family; and
possibly Margaret Kerry, who was the mother of a family about to be
evicted during one episode.

Clint Howard (Leon, the boy always wiclding peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches), Ron’s brother, could be a late celebrity guest
attendee.

“Clint knows he’s always welcome and always lets me know at the
last minute,” Jones said concerning a busy schedule maintained by
Howard.

Family members of a key cast member are scheduled to attend and
headline shows, including Karen Knotts, a regular guest who is Don
Knous’ daughter, and Bill Knotts, the Barney Fife actor’s nephew.

SIMPLY MAYBERRY - SUMNMER 2025
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Indulge in sweet nostalgia at Bear Creek Candy Kitchen in downtown Mount
Airy! Our handcrafted fudges, chocolates, and goodies are made with love and
tradition. With our cozy atmosphere and friendly staff, we're not just a candy
store - we're a delicious experience you won't find anywhere else!

Browse through our store fqir, mf:|ue
Mayberry jtems and glfts Don t Fast -
L SR [
forget to view ‘our huge varlety yof *
Christmas decorations upstairs!
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Actress Margaret Teele, shown riding in last year’s Mayberry Days Parade, will be in Mount
Airy again this September. She played the attractive member of a crime family in Raleigh
seeking to glean information from unsuspecting Deputy Barney Fife.

“Bill Knotts is new,” Jones mentioned.

Family members of Harvey Bullock, who wrote episodes of the
show, also are to be here.

In addition, The Bellamy Brothers will be giving a concert, and
although the band has no connection to Mayberry, members want to be
part of the annual event.

Actor Daniel Roebuck, a co-star on Griffith’s “Matlock™ series, will
be another special guest.

Also planned are comedy shows, other musical performances,
lecturers, tribute artists and more.

(Information on schedules and other specifics can be found
on the Surry Arts Council website at https://www.surryarts.org/
mayberrydays/

STILL GOING STRONG

Jones, the Surry Arts Council official, also addressed the notion
that the Mayberry phenomenon and the public’s fascination with events
such as Mayberry Days are waning as time passes.

“For me, I've been listening to this since the late 1980s,” she said,
when the Griffith show was “only” 29 years old.

Then there were other factors supposedly spelling the Mayberry’s
mystique’s demise: it will cease to be popular when Andy dies (which
occurred in 2012), and the idea that the show’s fans themselves are
aging and gradually passing.

Jones said none of those theories are legitimate, as evidenced by
the continuing popularity of “The Andy Griffith Show.”

“The show has been on 65 years non-stop — need you say more?”
she emphasized. “Even during COVID there was a revival of watching
the show.”

This persistence surrounding Mayberry is apparent in Mount Airy
even when Mayberry Days is not held.

Jones said one example of this involves the fact that more than 500
people visited the Andy Griffith Museum on Rockford Street during
one recent Saturday, representing all age groups.

“The numbers at the museum are not changing at all,” the Surry
Arts Council official said of such heavy visitation.

“And I think that tells the story about Mayberry Days.”

‘ ‘ MTA-NC Simply Mayberry Summer 2025.indd 6

Invested In
Your Business

When it comes to marketing your
business, look no further than your
own backyard where you have local
knowledgeable consultants striving
to grow your business.

Full-Service Marketing

Solutions
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Contact us today for
a free consultation.

MOUNT AIRY

The Mount Airy News - The Tribune - The Carroll News
The Stokes News - The Yadkin Ripple

336.786.4141 ext. 3

advertising@mtairynews.com
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A CAREER AS THE

MAY Y
—PUTY

Browning returning to
Mayberry for book fair

BY JOHN PETERS | jpeters@mtairynews.com

nyone who visited Mount Airy’s Mayberry Days prior to
A201 7 — or a host of other fairs, festivals and similar events
throughout the Southeast -- may know the Mayberry
Deputy.
No, not THE Mayberry Deputy —- Barney Fife - but the next best,

and most recognizable, version of the deputy, a character developed
and portrayed by David Browning.

Of course everyone, including Browning, acknowledges there’s
only one Barney Fife, played by the incomparable Don Knotts. He
made the sometimes neurotic, often-times bumbling, but always
lovable character a household name during “The Andy Griffith
Show’s” eight-year run, so much so that Barney is still considered an
American icon six decades later.

Browning, who lives in the Bristol, Tennessee area, was well aware
of the show, and Barney Fife, while he was making his own way in the
entertainment business.

“I'was an actor in the Tri-cities, from the time I got out of high
school,” he said of the Tennessee region of Bristol, Kingsports,
and Johnson City. He worked in productions at area colleges, got
some local and regional television commercial work, and eventually
volunteered at Theatre Bristol, which he said is the longest-running
community theater in the region.

Soon, he was hired as artistic director, the group’s first paid
cmployee.

He was working there, as well as pursuing other acting
opportunities when bluegrass music promoter Tim White told
Browning he was doing a show that featured the Dillards, a band which
portrayed The Darlings on “The Andy Griffith Show.”

“He asked me if I could throw together a Barney Fife-looking
costume and emcee the show.”

Browning had no idea that decision would change his life.

At the show Rodney Dillard “really encouraged me” to develop the
character. Soon, Browning was working at Big Stone Gap, Virginia,
where the “Trail of the Lonesome Pine” production is held every year.

There, working before audiences before and after the show, and
with other productions, Browning said he “really began to develop the
character.”

That led to engagements at civic clubs and other organizers, where
he would be the lead entertainer as The Mayberry Deputy.

Jim Clark, known as co-founder of the famous Andy Griffith Show

SIMPLY MAYBERRY « SUMMER 2025
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FILE PHOTO
The Mayberry Deputy entertains a Mayberry Days crowd in 2015 with Elizabeth MacRae,
who had a recurring role as Louann Poovey on “The Andy Griffith Show” spin-off, “Gomer
Pyle, U.S.M.C.”

Rerun Watchers Club, encouraged Browning to expand his act, and
gave him another piece of life-altering advice.

“Jim called me and told me about the festival,” Browning said of
learning about Mayberry Days. “You really ought to go down and
participate. So I did. I went down on the street, mingled with people
on the street on Saturday, had a good time, then got back in my car and
drove home.”

The following week, he gota phone call from someone at the Surry
Arts Council.

“Where did you go? We heard abut you, we couldn’t find you,” he
quoted the caller as saying. “Tanya wants to book you for next year.”

The caller was referring to Tanya Jones, executive director of the
Surry Arts Council and founder of Mayberry Days.

For 27 years afterward, he worked Mayberry Days, often as an
emcee of various shows, a comedy act, or any number of other roles he
could take on as The Mayberry Deputy.

The same Jim Clark encouraged Browning to do a Mayberry-
themed event in Nashville.

“My job was to come in and mingle in the crowd as the Mayberry
Deputy,” between the major stage acts.

Onc of those acts featured none other than the man himself-- Don
Knotts.

At the conclusion of the show, Browning said one of the stage
workers approached him with a message -- Don Knotts wanted to see
him in Knotts” dressing room.

“I didn’t know what was going to happen,” Browning said,
admitting a major case of nerves, and a little trepidation, when he
approached. “I didn’t know if he was going to be upset with me, or
what I was doing.”

Turns out, just the opposite.

“He really encouraged me,” Browning said. “He told me he
enjoyed my act...he asked me if [ would be his opening act when he

7/9/25 2:34PM ‘ ‘



‘ ‘ MTA-NC Simply Mayberry Summer 2025.indd 8

came back East for
a show.”
“Mayberry
Days was really
a catapult to get
other bookings,”
he said of the
Mount Airy
festival. “Then
I'met Don the
nextyear, he
encouraged me
to do this. [ began
opening for him in
1994, at a show at
Milligan University
in Elizabethton
(Tennessee). By
‘94, I'was keenly
aware | could take it and do it full time.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
David Browning with his wife, Patty. He will be in Mount Airy
on July 19 for the Mayberry Book Festival.

He quickly made the leap to full-time deputying. While he still
did other acting work, or would take shows that weren’t as Mayberry
Deputy-centric, that was the character most people wanted to see.
“There were some years I had in the neighborhood of 200 bookings.
All over the US at festivals, law enforcement events, county fairs, civic
clubs.”

He said each show was different, and he relied on improvisational
skills to alter the presentation based on the audience. For a banquet,
for instance, “I was there by the time the doors opened, I mingled,
mingled, mingled with the people while they were talking, having
drinks before the dinner...by the time I was introduced they were ready
toroll.”

Finally, after nearly three decades on the road, he began cutting

back on outdoor events -- his last Mayberry Days was 2017 —and by
2022 he had done his last show.

This July, he’ll be making his return to Mayberry, but this time not
as the Mayberry Deputy. Instead, he’ll be himself -- David Browning,
the author. Browning is part of the first-ever Mayberry Book Festival,
slated for July 19, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. to be held at the Mount
Airy Muscum of Regional History. He’ll be one of 30 authors on hand
for the event, which is a fundraiser for the Perry Family Scholarship. A

Enjoy a wealth of amenities at an
affordable price at the Americas Best
\ Value Inn Knights Inn® hotel in Pilot
Mountain, NC. Our pet-friendly hotel
is ideally located three miles from
Pilot Mountain State Park

g AMERICAS

BYSONESTA

= KNIGHTS
| INN

711 S. Key St. | Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
Phone: 336-368-2237 | Fax: 336-368-1212

TNNC278709-1

|
TOM JOYCE | SIMPLY MAYBERRY
David Browning as The Mayberry Deputy, along with Allan Newsome, as Floyd the Barber
during a 2015 Mayberry Days event at Cross Creek Country Club in Mount Airy.

wide variety of authors will be there, from novelists and poets to history
writers and those selling memoirs.

Browning falls into that latter category, with his book, “We Have
Security Tonight: My Life As The Mayberry Deputy.”

“IC’s just really a retrospective on my own life, before the deputy,
and the years traveling as the deputy,” he said. There are plenty of
stories in the book, “and a lot of pictures in my book, people will be
interested in that.”

Among those are photos of golflegend Arnold Palmer, who
Browning said was a big Andy Griffith Show fan, and singer Charlie
Daniels, who “Was a huge Mayberry fan.”

The book tells of his travels with the Dillards doing their Mayberry-
themed shows, and it “Talks about my early life, nine children in my
family, how I found the theater, and how I found The Deputy.”

Browning credits Tom Perry, who owns and operates Laural Hill
Publishing and is the founder of The Mayberry Book Festival, with
being a major influence on his decision to write the book and for
helping him put it together.

For more information about the book festival, visit hups://wwuw.

facebook.com/laurelhillpub/

sandwichof =
Localsand
isitors alikel.

SNAPPY
LUNCH

——————

WORLD FAMOUS
PORK CHOP
SANDWICH
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How sweet it 1S

Ice cream, Andy Griffith, and the art of nostalgia

BY RYAN KELLY | ryan.kelly@mtairynews.com

he late afternoon sun streamed through the windows of

Opie’s Candy Store on Main Street at 135 North Main Street

in downtown Mount Airy recently as three generations of a
visiting family settled into mismatched chairs around a small table.
The grandfather pointed to the television mounted in the corner,
where Sheriff Andy Taylor is teaching his son Opie a lesson about
honesty, while the parents enjoyed a scoop of ice cream and the
children pressed their faces against glass jars filled with penny candy.

Episodes of The Andy Griffith Show are playing continuously
throughout the day, providing more than just background
entertainment. The familiar scenes spark conversations between
folks enjoying a sweet treat and perhaps taking a break inside the air
conditioning during a traipse down the main drag of Mount Airy’s
fictional sister: Mayberry. There is a timeless quality to the lessons
from the show just as with penny candies that have the ability to
transport one to a bygone era.

SWEET CHANGES

Luke Morrison manages Opie’s for owner Neil Edlin, splitting his
time between the candy shop and Gates Pharmacy. He was found on a
recent afternoon smiling while organizing and arranging display items
as customers floated in and then back out onto Main Street. When
he’s not at the pharmacy, he can be found helping customers navigate
more than 300 varicties of candy that line the shop’s walls in vintage
Montana glass jars.

“We’ve had people walk in the front door, close their eyes and say
this is pure joy,” Morrison says. “Like I'm flooded with memories of
my grandfather right now. It’s such a cool experience.”

The transformation Edlin implemented after purchasing
the business in March 2024 reflects a broader evolution in how
downtown Mount Airy serves both residents and tourists. Where the
previous iteration focused heavily on antique sales alongside candy,
the current version prioritizes creating spaces where families can
gather, rest and connect.

“There’s not a ton of places to come inside and have a seat and rest
because it’s some hills,” Morrison explains, gesturing toward Main
Street’s gently sloping terrain.

“Having the air conditioning and some ice cream in the summer
and these tables -- it’s great to be able to sit inside and not have to
have an ice cream out in the sun,” he explained, painting a messy
picture in the process.

The shop’s seating area, carved from space previously occupied by
antique furniture and merchandise racks, hosts an ongoing parade of
multigenerational groups. Parents introduce children to Charleston
Chews while grandparents recall their own childhood candy
preferences. Teenagers discover flavors like Michigan Pothole -- dark

SIMPLY MAYBERRY « SUMMER 2025
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B Opie's Candy Store *‘ ‘
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY OPIE’S CANDY STORE
Seats outside Opie’s Candy Store stand ready to provide a respite for weary downtown
visitors who may have just picked up an ice cream treat inside the shop.

chocolate ice cream with black tar fudge -- while their elders stick to
butter pecan. Rush Hour, a coffee ice cream with espresso chocolate
chips, has become a popular flavor, while Carolina Peach appeals to
regional preferences. You wanta fruity ice cream? Check. Something
rich and chocolatey? They have it. Peanut butter fudge you say?
Consider it done. Big ole’ waffle cone? Your wish is their command.

Morrison said they extended the store’s hours — until 8 p.m.
on weekends, compared to the previous 5 p.m. closing time —
representing a strategic shift that benefits the broader downtown
ecosystem. Diners from Mi Casa he said can wander over for dessert.
Families finishing early dinners at other establishments have
somewhere to continue their evening and enjoy more time in the
downtown which is something local business leaders appreciate.

THROUGH THE YEARS

The multigenerational appeal creates family traditions that
span decades. Tamara Smith-Williams describes her family’s ritual:
“When our niece, her husband, and their children come to visit from
Wilmington, we go to Opie’s. Last time our litte great nephew got
his own bag. But, his 40-something dad must have his own bag too. I
think Dad has more fun than his little son. Dad always got his own bag
even before the kids were born.”

Morrison estimates the shop serves customers from every U.S.
state, drawn by Mount Airy’s connection to “The Andy Griffith Show”
and the town’s broader Mayberry experience. But local residents
comprise an equally important customer base, particularly since the
shop extended its hours to accommodate after-dinner crowds seeking
dessert.

“Alot of the downtown restaurants don’t offer dessert,” Morrison
notes. “So alot of people like to take a stroll after they eat just to
digest, and this is a great spot where you can come in and you’re not
limited to just ice cream either.”

The candy selection itself serves as a bridge between past
and present. Pop Rocks remain among the best sellers, creating
intergenerational moments as adults introduce the crackling candy to

9
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RYAN KELLY | THE NEWS
A couple walking down Main Street in downtown Mount Airy enter Opie’s Candy Store. The
store has a vast selection of candies, nostalgic treats, and ice cream flavors to suit nearly
any taste.

children. Caramel creams, rock candy, and candy cigarettes trigger
memory floods for older customers while introducing younger ones to
treats their grandparents enjoyed.

“What that creates is these situations where a dad or uncle can say,
‘Hey, I remember these,”” Morrison explains. “And a lot of people
have come into these places as kids with their grandparents.”

Savannah Hiatt shares one such treasured tradition: “One of my
favorite memories is walking uptown with my little boy to Opie’s
Candy Store. It’s become a special tradition for us, and I love seeing
his face light up when we visit. The welcoming and kind workers make
itatruly special place.”

Customer John Piner captures the quintessential Opie’s
experience in his memory of “eating the delicious ice cream that Emily
scooped for us while we watched “The Andy Griffith Show” on your
television.” These moments of simple pleasure, repeated countless
times across different families and generations, form the foundation of
the shop’s enduring appeal.

COMMUNITY ANCHOR

Morrison said there is a feeling of community in downtown Mount
Airy and sometimes building community relationships matters more
than transactions.

“We try to be welcoming and kind to everybody that comes
in here,” Morrison says. “If you get that feeling when you come
into a place —- ’'m accepted here, I'm not treated as a number, I'm
acknowledged when I come in — people remember that.”

The shop’s location next to Snappy Lunch, Mount Airy’s iconic
restaurant featured in numerous travel publications, creates natural
foot traffic patterns. Families often scout dessert options while
waiting in Snappy’s line, then return after their meal. The proximity
exemplifies how downtown Mount Airy’s businesses support each
other through complementary offerings.

Ashly Lancaster, president and CEO of the Greater Mount
Airy Chamber of Commerce, speaks to the shop’s long-standing
commitment. “Opie’s will celebrate 20 years with the chamber in
September. They are one of our long-standing members whom we can

10
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Tastes vary widely when it comes to candy, but Opie’s Candy Store really wentoutona
limb on the first day of April when then placed fresh broccoli among the penny candies on
display.

always count on.”

The shop has a small staff including Emily, a 22-year-old who
has worked at Opie’s for five years across three different ownership
changes, and McKinley, a high school senior who grew up on Main
Street when her parents operated their own business. Both were
happy that day to dole out samples of the many different ice creams

Home of Historic
Mount Airy

GHOST
TOURS

7w | Dearly Departing:
Friday &
_ Saturday 8pm
~ (May-Nov.)

Tickets at
hauntedmayberry.com

Hours of Operation:

301 North Min St. R 1 @
Mount A N 27030 il f )
Telephone: (336) 786-4478 e charged Since 1993

www.northcarolinamuseum.org | Seasonal hours may vary
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on tiny plastic spoons so the shoppers
could make the best decision for their
tastebuds.

Even local business leaders aren’t
immune to the shop’s appeal. Lancaster
admits, “You will often find me down
there on a weekday afternoon stocking
up on Bulls-Eyes, the danger of being
within walking distance ol all of those
sweet treats.”

SWEET HISTORY

The story of Opie’s begins with
Freddie and Carolyn Quesinberry, who
returned to their Mount Airy hometown
in 2004 after retirement. They chose a
century-old building that had housed a
shoe repair business for decades. After
hours of restoring the 100-year-old
building and researching old candies,

they transformed it into a candy store
that opened in March 2005.

The Quesinberrys built their
business around authenticity - real
candy varieties that had sustained
corner stores and five-and-dimes for
generations, displayed in traditional
Montana glass jars with red lids that still
line the shop’s walls today. Carolyn was
remembered for her big smile and contagious personality, establishing
customer service standards that subsequent owners work to maintain.

Following Carolyn’s death in 2015, Freddic continued operating
until around 2021, when Mark Schwartz, an Ohio tourist passing
through on his way to Myrtle Beach, fell in love with Mount Airy and
bought the business.

Neil Edlin’s acquisition in March 2024 marked the beginning
of the current chapter. The transition happened organically when
Morrison casually asked Schwartz during a family visit, “Would you
ever be interested in selling?”

“He justkind of looked at the ceiling, thought about it for a second
and said, ‘T hadn’t thought about it, but yeah, let’s talk,”” Morrison
recounted.

LOOKING FORWARD

The physical transformation under new ownership honored
the shop’s candy-focused heritage while adapting to contemporary
customer expectations. The removal of antique inventory created
space for scating arcas where families can linger over ice cream
and conversation. The Montana glass jars with red lids, no longer
manufactured, remained in place as both functional containers and
nostalgic touchstones.

Preserving historical elements remained important throughout
the renovation. The weathered Coca-Cola sign that the Quesinberrys
had purchased from an Ohio barn - complete with its backstory
of children using it as a sled —- stayed mounted on the wall as a
conversation piece. A 1942 7UP cooler found new life as storage
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A generous serving of ice cream inside a tasty waffle cone are ready to
be procured at Opie’s Candy Store on Main Street in downtown Mount
Airy along with a wide assortment number of penny and novelty candies.  they still come back,” Morrison says.

while a modern glass-front refrigerator
took over ice cream service.

The shop’s ice cream program,
featuring both traditional Mayfield
flavors and unique Ashby’s varicties,
caters to diverse tastes while
encouraging exploration. The selection
allows kids of all ages to discover that
ice cream flavors can extend far beyond
vanilla and chocolate, while providing
familiar options for more traditional
palates.

Social media has become an
important tool for maintaining
connections with both regular
customers and distant admirers.

The shop’s Facebook page features
photos of customers spanning multiple
generations, often showing the same
families visiting across decades as
children grow into adults and bring
their own children.

“We have a lot of pcople who have
been coming for many, many years and
have pictures of their kids when they’re
2 years old - their kids are 20 now and

Get 4 issues delivered to
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“They’ve made it a memory, which has been really fun to be a partof.”

Looking toward the future, Morrison envisions Opie’s continuing
to evolve within Mount Airy’s changing downtown landscape while
maintaining its essential character. “We didn’t change the model
too much,” Morrison reflects. “We just are telling our story a little
better.”

The shop’s success under new ownership demonstrates how
established businesses can refresh their approach while honoring their
core mission. By prioritizing customer experience and community
conncction over pure retail volume, Opic’s has positioned itselfas a
destination rather than just a stop.

For Morrison, the reward comes in moments of pure joy —
watching a child’s face light up at their first taste of Pop Rocks,
sceing grandparents share stories triggered by familiar candy brands,
observing teenagers discover new flavor possibilities while their elders
cnjoy time-tested favorites.

In these moments, surrounded by century-old Montana glass jars
and the gentle hum of conversation, Opic’s fulfills its quict promise
RYAN KELLY I THENEWS (o be a place where memories are made, traditions are born, and the

Shoppers browse the selection of treats inside of Opie’s Candy Store while others enjoy a simple pleasure of sharing something sweet creates connections that
bit of ice cream on a hot afternoon. The young man at the table is seen watching ‘The Andy span decades.

Griffith Show’ whose episodes run all day inside the store.

“There’s something for everybody,” Morrison says, surveying the
shop as alternoon light filters through windows that have witnessed
nearly a century of comings and goings on Main Street. “That’s what
we’re trying to get out there - a place to come in from the heat and
cenjoy with your family.”

Or maybe you are thinking about
These two young ladies appear to have had a plan for the day that involved ice cream and building. info@candblumber.com

turned that plan into a reality. Opie’s Candy Store manager Luke Morrison said there are still
shoppers who come in that are unaware the shop has ice cream available.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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What's Happening In

MAYBERRY

Concents, shows and more!

hether visiting Mount Airy for a
Wday, or staying a week, there’s

always something going on --
concerts, shows, displays, and more.

CONCERTS & EVENTS

Note: For tickets to all concerts that are
part of the Surry Arts Council Summer
Concert Series or the Blue Ridge And
Beyond series, or to purchase season tickets,
visit https://www.surryarts.org/shows/
menu.html, or call 336-786-7998. Season
ticket prices, good for admission to any or
all of the summer concert series shows at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre, are $160.
Tickets for individual Summer Concert
Series tickets are $20 for most shows, with
children 12 and younger admitted free.

® Prices vary for the Blue Ridge And Beyond
series. Concessions are on sale at each of
the Summer Concert Series shows. Those
attending the concert are encouraged to take
lounge chairs. Concessions will be available
for purchase.

JuLy

1 7 The Legacy Motown Revue, takes
listeners back to the days of The

Drifters, The Coasters, The Jacksons,
Earth Wind & Fire, The Temptations, and
so many more legendary icons featuring
singing, dancing, and a six-piece horn band.
The concert is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the
Summer Concert Series. Those attending
are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

1 While staying true to their R&B and
Beach Music roots, The Entertainers
also satisfies the most diverse audiences by
playing selections from the latest Top 40,
Classic Rock & Roll and Country music. The
group’s years of performing experience and
recording prowess culminated in the release

of their latest album entitled, “The Inside
Story.” This record, which contains the #1
Beach Music hit, “Thank Goodness She
Cheated” and Classic Beach and Soul hits,
will surely lead you to the dance floor with
a smile on your face. Part of the Surry Arts
Council Summer concert series, with the
concert beginning at 7:30 p.m.

1 9 On the Border, the Ultimate Eagles

Tribute pulls it off like no other
Eagles Tribute can. These guys emulate the
true sound of the Eagles music. Note for
note musically, along with 5 part harmonies,
these guys nail it on all the hits. Having
played all over the U.S selling out venues and
wowing crowds of all ages. Part of the Surry
Arts Council Summer concert series, with
the concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre.

2 4 North Tower Band, considered one
of the South’s great party bands for
nearly four decades will bring its high-energy
performance to the Blackmon Amphitheatre
at 7:30 p.m. as part of the Summer Concert
Series. Those attending are encouraged
to take lounge chairs. Concessions will be

available for purchase.

31 Envision is a high-energy band
performing R&B, Beach, Motown/

Oldies, Pop, Dance, Funk and Jazz from the
1960s all the way through to today’s Top
40 Hits. The band is set to take the stage at
7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon Amphitheatre as
part of the Summer Concert Series. Those
attending are encouraged to take lounge
chairs. Concessions will be available for
purchase.

AUGUST

1 Too Much Sylvia will play a litde of
something for everyone. “The audience
can expect to hear anything from a few
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unplugged tunes, some beach, Motown,
funky 70’s, retro 80’s, a few of the top
current hits, and even some country.”
Performance begins at 7:30 p.m. at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the
Summer Concert Series. Those attending
are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

2 Heartbeat of Soul is part of the outdoor
summer concert series at Blackmon
Amphitheatre. Heartbeat of Soul’s musical
range is extensive, encompassing Top 40
Hits, Motown Classics, Carolina Beach
Music, R&B, Funk, Pop and Rock. The
concert begins at 7:30 p.m.

2 Donna The Buffalo, with Joe Thrift &
the Hotz opening. Donna The Buffalo ®
is not just a band, rather one might say that
Donna The Buffalo has become a lifestyle
for its members and audiences. Since 1989,
the roots rockers have played thousands

of shows and countless festivals including
Bonnaroo, Newport Folk Festival, Telluride,
Austin City Limits Festival, Merle Fest,

and Philadelphia Folk Festival. Show is part
of the Blue Ridge Music Center’s 2025
concert series at the outdoor amphitheater.
Show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $35
Advance, $35 Day of Show, $15 for ages

12 and younger. Online ticket sales end at
10 a.m. on the day of the show. Tickets will
be available at the concert gate beginning at
5:30 p.m. on the day of the show..

The Embers featuring Craig Woolard

are widely considered a musical marvel
and have laid the groundwork for what
has become known as Beach Music in the
Carolinas, Virginias, the gulf coast region of
North America, and every beach in between.
The popular group will be on stage at 7:30
p-m. at the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part
of the Summer Concert Series. Tickets $20
or Annual Pass.

13

7/9/25 2:34PM ‘ ‘



8 Main Event Band brings a varied musical
style to the stage, playing hits from the

80s and 90s, up to modern favorites. The

band will perform beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the
Summer Concert Series. Those attending are
encouraged to take lounge chairs. Concessions
will be available for purchase.

9 Landslide, Fleetwood Mac Tribute pays
homage to one of the greatest and most
popular bands in music history, LANDSLIDE
recreates the hits from yesteryear, taking fans
on an electric journey through FLEETWOOD
MAC’s incredible catalog of music, including
the hits from their solo-careers. Because of
LANDSLIDE’s genuine love and reverence
for FLEETWOOD MAC, they spare no effort
in captivating fans with an authentic concert
experience. LANDSLIDE is truly one of the
crown jewels of the National Tribute Band
music scene. The band will perform beginning
at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon Amphitheatre

as part of the Summer Concert Series. Those

attending are encouraged to take lounge chairs.

Concessions will be available for purchase.

1 4 Band of Oz is one of the most successful
groups in the Southeast and continues
to get the best reviews from the top people
in the entertainment business. The band
now features a full horn section to total a
dynamic eight-member group. The band will
be in concert at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre as part of the Summer Concert
Series. Those attending are encouraged to take
lounge chairs. Concessions will be available for
purchase.

1 5 Cassette Rewind brings its 80s vibe
to the stage. Its members say they were

“Born in the "80s, raised on radio,” and they

feature many of the Big 80s hits in a concert

14
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at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon Amphitheatre

as part of the Summer Concert Series. Those
attending are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

1 The Tonez is an eight-piece musical

act that aims to keep crowds on their
feet dancing and enjoying live music with its
mix of oldies, Motown, rock & roll, country,
funk, R&B, and beach music, taking its act to
the stage in a 7:30 p.m. show at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre as part of the Summer Concert
Series. Those attending are encouraged to take
lounge chairs. Concessions will be available for
purchase.

1 6 Sister Sadie with Foreign Landers

opening. Sister Sadie is a force to be
reckoned with in the bluegrass genre and
beyond, celebrated for their electrifying
performances, stellar musicianship and the
scamless blend of tradition and innovation
they bring to bluegrass music. The band is
composed of six musicians, each with a rich
history of individual achievements that elevate
the collective magic of Sister Sadie. Show is
part of the Blue Ridge Music Center’s 2025
concert series at the outdoor amphitheater.
Show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $35
Advance, $35 Day of Show, $15 for ages 12
and younger. Online ticket sales end at 10 a.m.
on the day of the show. Tickets will be available
at the concert gate beginning at 5:30 p.m. on
the day of the show.

21 For more than 60 years, The Catalinas
have performed the best of Carolina
beach music. The hit “Summertime’s Callin’
Me” has become the anthem for North and
South Carolina beach-goers. With lead vocals
by a Mount Airy native, this group livens

up a downtown summer evening. Concert
begins at 7:30 p.m. and is part of the Summer
Concert Series Blackmon Amphitheatre. Those

CATALINAS

attending are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

22 The Holiday Band, 7:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part

of the Summer Concert Series. Playing hits
from the 1950s through today and blending
genres such as Current & Classic Top 40,
Soul, Funk, Rock & Roll, Motown, Jazz, and
more. Those attending are encouraged to take
lounge chairs. Concessions will be available for
purchase.

23 North Tower Band, considered one

of the South’s great party bands for
nearly four decades will bring its high-energy
performance to the Blackmon Amphitheatre

at 7:30 p.m. as part of the Surry Arts Council
Summer Concert Series. Those attending are
encouraged to take lounge chairs. Concessions
will be available for purchase.

23 Paul Thorn with Time Sawyer opening
at the outdoor amphitheater at the

Blue Ridge Music Center near-by Galax,
Virginia. Paul Thorn is an American Southern
rock, country, Americana, and blues singer-
songwriter whose style is a mix of blues,
country, and rock. Show begins at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 Advance | $40 Day of Show

| $15 forages 12 and younger. Online ticket
sales end at 10 a.m. on the day of the show.
Tickets will be available at the concert gate
beginning at 5:30 p.m. on the day of the show.

2 Jim Quick and Coastline, recipient
of multiple Carolina Music Awards,

will perform a fusion of soul, blues and

Americana music when it takes the stage

for a show at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon

Amphitheatre as part of the Summer Concert

Series. Those attending are encouraged

to take lounge chairs. Concessions will be

available for purchase.
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2 9 The Entertainers consistently
brings its R&B and Beach Music

to the stage, and more - regularly diving

into the latest Top 40 hits, classic rock

& roll, and even country music. Those

attending are encouraged to take lounge

chairs. Concessions available for purchase.

Show begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon

Ampbhitheatre as part of the Summer

Concert Series. Tickets $20 or Annual Pass.

3 0 Founded in 2005, The Konnection
has been tabbed as one of the East
Coast’s premier party bands, specializing in
avariety of music including Top 40, Rock,
Country, R & B, Beach, and Oldies and
has become a regular in Mount Airy. The
concert gets underway at 7:30 p.m. at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre. Part of the Surry
Arts Council Summer Concert Series.

SEPTEMBER

5 The Part Time Party Time Band is a
variety band that has been performing
around the Southeast since 1980. While
the band plays a lot of Beach music, you can
also expect to hear some Motown, soul, and
other timeless classics. The concert gets
underway at 7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon
Ampbhitheatre. Part of the Surry Arts
Council Summer Concert Series.

The Extraordinaries, from Hickory,

has been known to have its audience
on their feet dancing to the sound of four
horns and strong vocals, incorporating brass
instrumentation to provide high energy
rhythm and blues sounds. The band plays
popular and rock classics from across the
years as well as plenty of beach music. The
concert will take place at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre beginning at 7:30 p.m. Part
of the Surry Arts Council Summer Concert
Series.

1 2 Gary Lowder & Smokin” Hot,

will deliver a high-energy R&B
performance beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre in Mount Airy. Part
of the Surry Arts Council Summer Concert
Series.

1 9 The Attractions Band of Burlington,
a seven-member beach band inducted
into the Carolina Beach Music Hall of Fame
in 2009, will bring their talent to the stage
in Mount Airy with a 7:30 p.m. show at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre. Part of the Surry

®

Arts Council Summer Concert Series.

z 0 Phatt City is a nine-member band
playing the best of Motown, dance
and beach music, drawing inspiration from
the bands Chicago, Earth, Wind & Fire as
well as the energetic audiences that attend
their concert. Show begins at 7:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the
Summer Concert Series. Those attending
are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

2 3 The Embers featuring Craig

Woolard are widely considered
amusical marvel and have laid the
groundwork for what has become known
as Beach Music in the Carolinas, Virginias,
the gulf coast region of North America,
and every beach in between. The popular
group will be on stage at 7:30 p.m. at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the

Summer Concert Series.

2 4 The Holiday Band plays hits

from the 1950s through today
blending genres such as Current &
Classic Top 40, Soul, Funk, Rock & Roll,
Motown, Jazz, and more. 7:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as part of the
Summer Concert Series. Those attending
are encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for purchase.

z 5 Band of Oz is one of the most
successful groups in the Southeast
and continues to get the best reviews
from the top people in the entertainment
business. The band now features a full horn
section to total a dynamic eight-member
group. The band will be in concert at 7:30
p-m. at the Blackmon Amphitheatre as
part of the Summer Concert Series. Those
attending are encouraged to take lounge
chairs. Concessions will be available for
purchase.

WEEKLY EVENTS

Experience the Merry-Go-Round, the
second-longest continuously running live
radio broadcast in the nation, with a live
show every Saturday at The Historic Earle
Theatre from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each
week. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. Admission
is $8 or a Merry-Go-Round Annual Pass is
$20, or a current Surry Arts Council season
pass.
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LANDSLIDE
LIVE THEATER

Footloose brings the rockin’ rhythm of

its Oscar and Tony-nominated Top 40
score, augmented with dynamic new songs,
celebrating the wisdom of listening to
young people while guiding them with a
warm heart and open mind. Shows will be
Friday, July 25 and Saturday, July 26 at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, July 27 at 3:00 p.m.
at the Andy Griffith Playhouse. Tickets are
$20/$25. Visit hteps://www.surryarts.
org/ to purchase tickets.

ONGOING

The Old-Time Music Heritage Hall, housed
in the Historic Earle Theatre at 142 N.
Main Street in Mount Airy, is open daily
throughout the year. Exhibit hours are

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays, noon
to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, and on
Saturday WPAQ’s Merry-Go-Round and
exhibits are on display from 11 a.m. until
1:30 p.m. Self-guided tours of the Old-
Time Music Heritage Hall are $8 per person
plus tax per person and includes admission
to the Andy Griffith Museum, Betty Lynn
Exhibit and Siamese Twins Exhibit.
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Mt. Airy Equipment Your
3 Company, Inc. hometown
MT. AIRY EQUIPMENT 1431 West Pine St. Mt. Airy, NC 27030 Kubota dealer

e (336) 786-6240 of choice

www.mtairyequipmentco.com
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SGC0660 Grapple  QH16 Quick Hitch 1

$0 Down | 0% % APR | 60 Months

i\\:) I(l J bOI'Q@ KubotaUSA.com

**Based on EDA/UCC Data from 01/01/2019 - 12/31/2023 for sales of new tractors 0-200 Hp in the USA.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2025. 0%% A.P.R, financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota Ix2620suhsd equipment from participating dealers’ in- YEARS
stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $[term- e
amount] per $1,000 financed. Each dealer sets their own price. Customer instant rebates up to [offer-amount] are available with promotional rate financing. LIMITED WARRANTY
Customer instant rebates include Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $200 with purchase of the third qualifying new implement and $200 for the fourth new
qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. There is no rebate on the first and second implement purchased. Offers expire 6/30/25.Terms subject to change. Your
Kubota Limited warranty gives you specific legal rights. You may have other rights which vary from state to state. 6 years limited powertrain warranty, Kubota Tractor
Corporation does not authorize any person to create for KTC any obligation or liability other than that stated in the limited warranty. This material is for descriptive
purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty,
disclaimer, safety and product and incentive offer information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the Owner’s Warranty Information Guide for the Kubota limited
warranty on all products. Visit KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers for more information.
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