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Good
morning!
Dana Porter

a subscriber to
The Moulton Advertiser.

If you live in Lawrence
County, you can also
have the newspaper
delivered every Thursday
for just $25.00 per year.
Call 256-974-1114.
We would love to have
you as a subscriber.

COVID-19
Overview
COVID-19 statistics
reported by the Alabama
Department of Public
Health as of press-time
Wednesday:
Alabama
deaths:
9,094*
Alabama
cases:
555,215
Lawrence cases: 3,150
Morgan cases: 14,731
Limestone
cases:
10,270
Madison
cases:
36,047
Lauderdale
cases:
9,720
Colbert cases: 6,464
Franklin cases: 4,340
Winston cases: 2,847
Cullman
cases:
10,062
*ADPH listed 2,308
additional deaths in Alabama that have not
yet been confirmed to
have been caused by
COVID-19.
As of Wednesday, 101
COVID-19 deaths had
been reported for Lawrence County.
The above information
is updated at http://www.
alabamapublichealth.
gov/covid19/index.html
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays by 10
a.m.

Moulton opens applications for
fire chief from within department
By Chelsea Retherford
Staff Writer

Moulton Council members hope to name the
city’s new fire chief soon
after opening applications
from within the department
this week.
In a regular meeting
Monday night, council
members voted to open
internal applications for
one week after former
Fire Chief Ryan Jolly announced his resignation
last month. The council
appointed Assistant Fire
Chief Brian Phillips as in-
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chief. Of those full-time
firefighters, one has served
the department for five
years, one has served three
years and one has served
about six months, Phillips
said.
During the meeting, the
Council also granted Phillips approval to donate a
Laryngoscope camera and
accessories to Greg’s Ambulance Service. Phillips
said the equipment is worth
about $25,000 but is no
longer in use after Moulton Fire & Rescue DepartPlease see FIRE CHIEF, A3

Weatherwax

By Michael Wetzel and
Chelsea Retherford

The former Lawrence County Courthouse has been closed since 2013 when a new building was opened
less than a block away. The County Commission has restarted discussions about renovating the property.
[MICHAEL WETZEL/DECATUR DAILY FILE]

Interior
demolition
work of the old Lawrence
County courthouse could
begin as early as Aug. 1,
but it could be another
three to five years before
the building can be opened
for county business again,

according to a construction
manager and county commissioners.
Kelly Howard, construction manager with
Martin & Cobey Construction Inc. of Athens, said a
pre-bid meeting with interested contractors took
place Tuesday, and sealed
bids would be opened July

20. County Administrator Heather Dyar said the
commission plans to conduct a special meeting July
21 to accept the lowest
qualified bid.
“There’s been quite a bit
of interest in the project,”
Howard said at a work session Wednesday. “Six contractors have reached out

about the project.”
Once the lowest bid is
approved, the contractor
would have 90 days to
complete removing and repairing parts of the interior.
“It will likely be finished in about 60 days,”
Howard said.
He said the old court-

Please see BIDS, A3

A Lawrence County
man is accused of raping
a 4-year-old girl and is
in Lawrence County Jail
with no bail set, according
to court and jail records.
On Thursday afternoon,
Lawrence County investigators arrested Joshua Edward Priest, 31, of
Lawrence County 370 in
the Caddo community and
charged him with first-degree rape and first-degree
sodomy, according to a
report from the Lawrence
County Sheriff’s Office.
Investigators
also
charged Sara Priest, 25,
with first-degree sodomy
in connection to the same
investigation, the report
states. The two suspects
are married.
A complaint filed in
district court said the alleged incident occurred
prior to Jan. 1.
Records show Priest
was booked at the county
jail at 9:19 p.m. Thursday.
According to the sheriff’s
office, both suspects remain in jail after a bond
revocation was issued on
previous charges.

Alabama’s Back-to-School tax-free weekend starts Friday
By Chelsea Retherford
Staff Writer

Alabama’s 16th annual
sales tax holiday on school
supplies and related merchandise starts at 12:01
a.m. on Friday and lasts
until midnight on Sunday,
July 18.
Many parents and teachers are relieved to be able
to take advantage of a nationwide program known
as Tax Free Weekend. Alabama began participating in
the program in 2006, which

exempts certain items from
state sales tax for the duration of the weekend in July
each year.
During the event, shoppers are encouraged to purchase their school supplies
and any items associated
with back-to-school preparations to save on their educational expenses.
Some of the items listed as tax-exempt include
book bags, calculators,
notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, pens, scissors,
glue, cellophane tape, erasers, index cards, binders,

protractors, rulers, markers, folders, and many other school supplies as long
as they are retailed at $50
or less.
Reference books and select books for general use
sold for $30 or less are tax
exempt as well. Magazines,
newspapers and periodicals
are not exempt.
Computers and software
may also be purchased
during the event at participating locations. Computers, software and school
computer supplies are all
tax-exempt in a single pur-

chase of $750 or less. This
includes compact disks,
flash drives, handheld
electronic schedulers (excluding cellular phones),
computer printers, printer
ink, printer paper, laptops,
desktops, monitors, keyboards, etc.
Furniture and any device, software, systems or
video games of non-educational nature are not exempt.
Any clothing classified
as general-use human apparel, costing $100 or less
per item, will be exempt.
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And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed
by the renewing of
your mind, that ye
may prove what is that
good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of
God.

terim chief, which became
effective last Thursday,
July 8.
Phillips has served with
Moulton Fire Department
for 18 years, according
to Moulton Mayor Roger
Weatherwax.
He said the council
members have the option
of opening applications to
the public if an applicant
isn’t accepted internally after one week.
The Moulton Fire Department currently operates with four full-time employees including Phillips,
according to the interim

Lawrence County
couple charged
in rape investigation involving a
4-year-old

Bids to be taken for old
Lawrence courthouse work

By Michael Wetzel
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This includes coats, jeans,
shoes, scarves, belts, boots,
hosiery, socks, robes, undergarments, etc.
Clothing items that are
not exempt include accessories such as belt buckles,
hair accessories like barrettes and bows, briefcases,
handbags or wallets, recreational or sports apparel
including ballet slippers,
cleats or spiked athletic
shoes, and band equipment.
A full list of items both
taxable and tax-exempt
Please see TAX FREE, A3
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